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Water Charges:

WE ARE

NOT PAYING!

Over 700,000 households, nearly half the households in the state, have not registered with Irish Water despite
numerous warnings, urgings and ‘deadlines’.

This means that hundreds of thousands, probably well more than a million, will refuse to pay when the bills come
in April. Among them will be:

The Rap Artist

The Artist

Robert Ballagh. Ircland’s leading radi-

cal artist, who says “I'm not paying on

ﬁr]”':iEJ"‘" Irish Water are incompetent
ullies™

The Rughy Player

Trevor Hogan, former Ireland interna-
uum who says “It's important to stop
the demonisation of the people taking

a stand against the water charges. Water
should be p.ud for through progressive
general taxation, not a Hat tax which hits
the poor hardest.

The Feminist

Ailbhe Smyth, feminist and marriage
equality cAMpaignce, who says, “Water
charges must be beaten, F"m arc the key
to defe ating the government’

T:mp-l:r-Mtntnl MiﬁsEanntnus,

Uen. ne H1rr||15t1-|1 the Finglas rap art-

ist who says, “Do not bend. Get up off
your knees Ireland!’

The Trade Unionist

Jimmy ]{rlhr H-.L,mnil Secretary of
Unite the Union 'r'rI'l.l.'I' says {in a persona al
capacity) ~ The five unions '.'rﬂrLLns., with

the Left and the COMMUNIty organisa-
tions can become the unstopps able force
that forces back austerity.

The Grandmother Activist

The Coumcillor

Cllr Brid Smith of P'cople Before Prohi
who says, “We necd non-payment and
mass people power on the strects to beat the
charges and bring down the government”.

The Singer

Declan O'Rourke, one of [reland’s
le 1J||15 SINZEr-s00g wWriters, who S}

Without a referendum water charges
are unconstitutional”,

The TD

Patty Shields, campaigner from

Drrimnagh, gr: 1|1|.{mc:-'|1|.r to a family of
activists, who says “Water is a hu:m an

right! And I'm not paying for it!

Clare Daly, United Left TD and pro-
choice campaigner, who says "I will not
be paying as I have paid : u.n..adx That
the government used that money to pay
the debts of bankers and bondholders.is
not my responsibility”.

The mass arrests of
anti-water charges
protestors in Tallaght
and the vicious prison
sentences handed
out to the Edenmore
5 show how desperate
the government is to
demonise and break this
great people’s revolt .
[For more see page 6]
But if people stand
firm and refuse to pay
the water charges will

ALL OUT
21 MARCH!

be unworkable.

At the same time
these attacks make it
vital that the movement
keeps on the streets.

We need the biggest
possible turnout for the
National Right2Water
demonstration on 21
March to show that
the movement remains
defiant and to keep
up moral for the mass
boycott.

See Page 3 for:

Kieran Allen on
Syriza’s Deal on the
credit extension
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Did You
Know?

The number of
families made
homelezs last
vear doubled last
year. There were 331
familie s in emergency
accommadation,
including 726 children.
One family & day is
now becoming homeless
in Dublirewith 90% of
them homeless for the
first time.
Mo rent cordrols
or social housing are
destroving familie s.

According to

recent C50

statistics, more
than 1.4 million people
are living in enforced
poverty in lrelamd, a
rate that's doubled
since before the crash

This includes one
in five workers and
400,000 children.

A generation of
workers and youngsters
forced to suffer
multiple deprivation to
pay off the debts of the
bankers.

Due to heakth
cuts, the number
of patients on
trolleys awaiting & bed in
hospital has hita record
high of 601 acrozs the
country on & single day
la st month.
Spokezman for
hospital emergency
consultants, Fergal
Hickey, said that up to
350 patients are dying
EVEry Year a5 a result of
risks posed by chronic
overcrowding in public
hozpitals.
Buste ity kills the old
and the sick

Shay L'Estrange

measures the Department

of Social Protection is
taking to kp-:.::d Up Progress on
rmplm ment front and help
jobseekers return to work” the
government takes credit for
tackling youth unemployment.

In this paper Joan Burton
claims to have reduced the
Crisls in wruth un-:mp|-;:-} ment
brln:ung it down to a still
:hun_ngh' I'“E'j‘ 23%:.
However on closer inspection
everything in not as positive
as it may frst appear -thats if
23% unemployment can be
considered positivel.

Burton bases her claims on
a very selective reading of the
youth unemployment figures
released ]:-1. the Central Statistics

Office (C50) for the third

I n a paper entitled “Ten

GuardEx: Insh Water’s

sinister fringe

Freddie Trevaskis Hoskin

s protests against the in-
stallation of water meters
continue around the coun-

try Irish Water are 11|1-|i|r1£l it more
and more difficult to impose their
will against the will of the people.

In Stonybatter and likely else-
where they have started to resort
to more drastic means and have
hired private security company
GuardEx.

GuardEx employees have ap-
peared in masks and balaclavas,
filming residents and protest-
ers in an apparent attempt at
intimidation.

One protester filmed these ac-
tivities. In the video none of these
“security guards’ wear identifica-
tiomn h.‘ldg-:z:.

This 15 i|l|:5;1| and an attempt
to further muddy the waters and
increase the intimidation posed
by masked men hlming the
community.

At least one resident in
Stonybatter has been assaulted by
pcuplc suspected to be Guard Fx
employees

Paul Murphy TD brought up
in the Dail thar Mick Mooney
was pinned up against a wall by a
group of security guards, shouted
at and told *T'll get you. You don't
know who yourc messing with".

Murphy also attests someone
else was told “We followed you
home, we know where vou live,
vou don't know who you're deal-
ing with".

These scare tactics are despica-
ble and nothing more than attempe
to frighten urﬁimr}' people away
from legitimate protest.

So who are GuardEx? To say
the least, it’s difficult to Aind out.

They scem to have taken most of

their details off the internet but

some information can be found

by using various archive sites.
They were set up in 2011 and

quiarter of 2014. However on
closer inspection the CSO
hgures u:ﬁ a different story.

Although the rate of youth
unemployment has declined
by 3.2%, from 26.5% in
quarter 3 2013 to 23.2% in
quarter 3 2014 this is seriously
misleading.

The full picture can only
be understood when the
unemployment hgun:a are
r_unmﬂ:n-l:l in conjunction with
employment figures.

Under normal circumstances
one would :.x|l:-tn.t to hnd a drop
in the unemployment I:'lE'.LII‘t';»
to be accompanicd by a rise in
employment.

However when the rate of
employment for young peupl:
between the age of 15 and 24 is
examined it is found that there
15 also a decline in employment

of .3% dropping from 31.6%

arc owned by Eamonn Gibney.
Gibney is a former special forces
member and this seems to come
through in a lot of GuardEx ma-
terial, there is almost a fetish for
the militaristic.

They claim to have “experience
of wn;:urL.mE in |::u:|-th a military and
civilian setting”

Military style
Their guards arc also cquipped
with body armour, military style
boots and military style uniform.
Looking at the puhh-;. informa-
tion on facebook of GuardEx
:m.pluvn:'-:.s who were not covering
their faces in Stonybatter, shows
a trend of history in the military.
The fact Irish Water have hire
this pseudo-military outht cer-
:ain]yxhuw.a o t|1ing; the protests
arc working and they are afraid
that we will win.
Unsurprisingly, GuardEx are
a viciously right wing company.
A brief look at their offical twit-
ter feed shows a hugely anti-union

in quarter 3 2013 to 30.9% in
quarter 3 2014,

What is cvident from this
wider look at the employment
hgures is that the drop in

idenlogy, calling for privatisation
of train services, condemning a
number of strikes and calling for
increased military spending.

Gibney in his other business
“Hr D-:'pt“ reflects these senti-
ments in practice. He is in the
business of hr:|p:|ng bosses “negoti-
ate” with unions and !m|:I-|r:n1|:m
redundancies.

It is clear then that ideology is
at play here, that this is not merely
the recruiting of intimidating se-
curity forces but the politically
motivated recruiting of such.

The use of n:n-liﬁcmi milita-
ristic thugs by I'W is appalling
butpredictable.

These kinds of people will al-
ways stick together in order to
maintain their xtrang,]-::hu!d on
our society; to take it back we
must do the same.

These anti-union, anti-protester
businessmen realise the links be-
tween struggles and try to break
them; we must make those links
stronger.

The real story of youth unemplo

uncmployment has little to
do with job creation, as the
government would have us
helicve.

Instead the CSO hgures

Community Development
faces massive attack

Lorraine McMahon

erween 2008 and 2014
Bsucccx;iw: GUOVETTIMENS
have cut funding for
community development by
4%, 'l_'nmmumr} dmtnpm-:nt
programmes are designed o
counter poverty and sockal
exclusion.
By their natre thn are
aimed at the m'l.rg]n:dlwd and
vilnerable. So these curts have
been an attack on the most
disadvantaged people in society,
including especially disady. 1nr.35|:d
children
Mow to make matters worse
the govermnment Is turning
community development into a
marketable commodity and selling
it off o private bidders in 31 lots
for between €31 and €40 million.
The government has admirted
that voluntary and community
organisations are essential for
the faimess of society and it has

povernment announced “winning
bidders” for SICAP (Social
Inclusion Community Activation
Programme]).

This privatisation will
effectively wipe-out the
community sector in Dublin’s
Inner City and devastate it
across the country, thus further
:x..iud.inq those suffering most
from poverty and inequality.

Shametully this is being done
under a cloud of secrecy because
Minister Alan Kelly claims thee
decision to put the community
sECtor -:uu: to tender was based on
legal advice from the Attorney
General but the text of that legal
advice s never going to be made
public.

This is particularly outrageous
because the relevant European
Diirective on procurement
Pmtid.th a clear legal basis NOT
to privatise the community sector.

Cllr Brid Smith of Peop ale
Before Profit has -:.haﬂ:n__q-:d

daimed to be committed to
maintaining a vibrant COMUMLLNItY
sector. Their deeds prove
otherwise.

The organisations in the
frontline of the 5Ln.:5,gl-: against
poverty and social exclusion have
been systematically dismantled
with cuts to women's groups of

48.7%., to drugs projects of 37%
and to special youth initiatives of
20,

On the 18 February the

describe how the |:lm|:l- in the
uncmployment figures is more
to do with net migration and
the age old Irish answer to
joblessness - the boat and its
modern equivalent the plane.

As the Irish government
faces into this worsening
youth um:mpim ment Crisis its
response is limited to a youth
guarantee or pathways to work
that offers young uncmployed
people the choice of 2 pﬁ’a:.-:- in
education/training or an offer of
work which includes int::m:ihjp:i
through JobBridge.

But the money allocated by
the government for training and
education is nowhere near %ht'
amount required.

Mation Youth Council
Ireland calculare thar the cost
of offering training or education
would be approximately
€275 million but the amount

Minister Kelly over this whole
process. She says:

“This secret destruction of a
whole sector at the stroke of a pen
i anp]u.‘t:{'r unacceptable.

“1 demand that the Minister
intervenes immediately to
ensure the strong, innevative,
dynamic and critical needs based
Community Development
infrastructure in Dublin's
Inner City remains viable and
adcqunmf_‘r‘ resourced

allocated to the program is is
only €14 million for 2014, At
this rate it would take almost
twenty years for everyone to be
catered for.

In addition the internships
offered by TDi'IBHdgL have
been E‘IPD*EE‘& again and again
as exploitative and little more
than an employers charter.
This viewr n?intcmﬁhipi in
Ireland is 5uppc-:rh:d '|:-}r no less
a conservative organisation
than the OECD who in a 2012
stated that

“Given the profile of the
participants, the scheme scems
to have functioned more as an
employer incentive scheme,
which subsidises the cost of
employment than as a genuine
internship program aimed at
facilitating the transition of
inexperienced young workers to
the labour
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Kieran Allen

he Greek government has been sub-

jected to economic terrorism by the

EU. Without the slightest pretence
of respecting democracy, the European
Central Bank and the German gOvErn-
ment led the way in tightening the screws
on Greece,

They prepared their steps carefully: First,
they insisted that Greek government bonds
could not be considered a reliable reserve
fund for their banks.

This made these banks wotally dn.pﬂndum
on ‘emergency liquidity ﬁ.ln::hng from
the ECB would could lite rally be switched
off at any minute.

Then, q.{n:'ip-itc' every attempt h}' the
Greek Finance Minister, Yanis Varofakis,
to be reasonable, the German Finance
Minsiter Wolfgang Schauble told him to
‘submit a three sentence letter’ to commit to
honouring the existing Troika programme
before they could get any extension on
paying back.

In other words, to submirt a note for
unconditional surrender.

The pressure on Greece had nothing
to do with ‘economic realism'.

The Greek economy has huge levels of
debt and it is impossible to meet credi-
tors demands.

A broken economy with unemployment
running at 25% ~.1mp|'r' cannot pay off
interest rates of €9 billion a year AND
show a ‘primary surplus’ of 4 %.

The pressure on Greece is political. The
EU elite want to break the anti-austerity
movement before it reaches Spain and
Ireland.

This is also why the Irish minion,
Michael Moonan, gquictly cheered on
Schauble as he stuck the boot into Greece.

————

N N

Grreek finance minister, Yanis Vavoufakis, after emevgency meeting with Envapean Union finance ministers in Brussels. Ministers agreed
deal to extend the Greek bailout for fowr months,

Appeasement

The first sign of appeasement came when
Syriza proposed a New Democracy right
winger for the post of President.

Prokopis Pavlopoulos was a former jus-
ticc minister who stood over the P"l.'lii'i.'t'
murder of a 15 year student, Alexandros
Grigoropsoulos, in 2008. One Syriza MP
abstained from the vote.

Then, the Greek government reached
an agreement with EU leaders to get a
four month extension of credit in return

for a €7.2 billion loan.

[t agreed to complete the current pro-
gramme and if it wishes to take any other
£CONOMIC Measures, it must first get the
agreement of its creditors.

All of this means that the EU bureau-
cracy and the ECB get a veto over its
economic policies.

This is a major climb down and it is
made worse by the statement from the
Syriza, leader,” E:Fnu.. that * We pncm:d that

I:ump.-.' stands for mwtu: LEh’l'-r.'n-:'huu Com-

promiscs — not doling out punishments’.
It would be more correct to say that
our expericnce shows that the EU stands
for economic terrorism.
All of this casts doubt on many of the

commitments that Syriza made as part of

its Thessalonika programme.

The increase in the minimum wage will
unl}r occur gradually and though negotia-
tions with the em plm'n;.n

The governments will no Jcmg::r pm-:a-u.-d
to stop the extension of the privatisation of

GREEGE: SYRIZA SHOULD CANGEL
THE DEBT - NOT ITS PROMISES

the port-of Piracus — and start its reversal.
Mo plans have been announced o
implement the promise to in1m-:'di.n-:]];
invest €4 billion in public services
Tens of thousands of sacked public sec-
tor employees may not be re-employed.
There are curre n:|}' no puh“{ pi.m.l: to
tax the ship owners and instead mild meas-
ures are to be introduced to allow small
business pay back taxes in instalments.
The Syriza is still hoping to carry
through its humanitarian programme to
relicve absolute poverty. It try to use the
Hexibility’ clauses in the Troika agreement
to do this — burt even here there is a veto.

Lessons for Ireland

There are limits to what a left QOVETT-
ment can achieve because of the nature
of the -;:.apit-.a]j'.t state. But even within
those limits the weakness of Syriza has
been revealed.

From the very start it treated the EU
as ‘partncrs .

It kept insisting that its ‘partners’ would
help the Greek people. It never talked abour
a plan B, if negotiations failed.

It put :cmtmutd J:l.ami:lp-ntmn m EUT
institutions ahead of the need to rake de-
cisive measures to stop austerity.

There are important lessons here for
Ircland. IF we want to stop paying off the
bankers' debt, a left government would
have to take unilateral action.

It can certainly talk to the EU — but
only if it carries a “big stick’. It has to be
w]lr]ng to unilaterally cancel the debt —and
then deal with the economic terrorism
that follows.

That will mean encouraging workers to
take action that start the Ir-ijﬁ'rrihu[iun
of resources so that its economy is not
d-:p-:.'nd-:'nt on credit. .

Ukraine: When peace means war

Michael Wallace

ompared to the question

of ISIS or Al Qacda or

Charlie Hebdo or anything
to do with Muslims and the war
on terror, the war in the Ukmine
has not received huge media
attention.

But this should not lead us to
underestimate the seriousness of
the situation.

Armed conflict has raged over
eastern Ukraine since May 2014,
Ower 5,000 have been killed and
maore than 18,000 injumi. The
UM says over a million p:-;:-p|-:-
have been di;p].u:-:d. Intensive
shtﬂing of residential areas has
inflicted major damage. and many
that remain have little access to
tood, water or electricity:

For the Ukrainian J:l-:-upl-:. it is
a nightmare. And tragically thar
nightmare looks set to continte
It also has huge implications for
relations between Europe and
Russia, West and East.

In mid-February a ceasehre
w:u n-.-bﬂ'i.an.d between Hollande
and Merkel for France and
Germany and Putin for Russia. It
was the larest of many ceascfires
and within a few days that
ceasehire had broken down like
all the ceasefires before it and
Government forces were being

driven out of the key town of
Diebaltseve. '

What makes this conflict so
difficult to resolve is that it is a
proxy war between two great
powers — the US and its NATO
allies versus Russia — each unable

to decisively defeat the other.
Moreover, while neither side can
elinch victory they can carry on
fighting with the price being paid.
not by Americans or Russians but
by the people of the Ukraine.

At its heart what we have isa
struggle between rival imperialist
powers each trying to L:-:p the
Ukraine in its own spm:n: aof
influence,. But each side has
ercated forces on the ground who

cannot casily be controlled but
who cannot simply be disowned
For these proxy forces any
ceascfire negotiated at the top
becomies a reason to try to scize as
much territory as pimlhh before
the ceasefire sets in, ie to violate
the ceasehire. Peace means war.
For socialists our first task
in this situation is to expose
and oppose the i imperialis
machinations of ‘our own 5|d|.

MNATO.

which, despite Ircland’s supposed
neutrality, is cleardy the US and

The US and its European
allies present themselves as
defenders of the Ukraine whose
integrity is threatened by foreign,
L.z, Russiam, intervention. In
reality they have intervened and
continue to intervens massively
in the Ukraine so as to create a
cordon of pro-western regimes

the process. Un:ﬁ::r:unnch'
self-interested.

i5 b0 rghe h:lf paace .’II'I!'_‘I

round Russias borders. And thn:}'
don't care how many Ukrainian
or ather lives they sacrifice in
Putin is -:qu'l]h ruthless and

The second task of socialists

inte FI'I..’I[I'.'!II'I.:IE '.'."IZIII]-..II'I.E '..l..]‘-.i L'Inl.lﬁ-'

now matter how distant the
prospect May seem at present.
Lasting peace in the country will
only be secured when the urdm.mr
pmplt of the Ukraine turn .u..a.lmt
their respective oligarchs and their
imperialist backers and unite ina
commeon struggle for a betrer life
and sociery.
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John Molyneux

What's the problem?

‘ The problem in
Ireland is that the
];1::-| iticians ane uut of

touch with the pn.up-.n:

[hu' just den't care!

“The pmhh. m in
Ireland is that the
politicdans are all just in it
for th-.nuichu Thu.* re all
crooks and thieves.

“The problem in
Ircland is that the country
is l‘.u.ms, run by a bunch of
traitors,

These and similar
sentiments can be heard
in almost any gathering
of working class people
in Ireland mnl.u This =
an expression of pmplc 5

rage at they way they have
been mml-;. to pay for the
mistakes and crimes of the

bankers and the 1%

[t combines with a
decp sense of betrayal by
the politicians. n-lipu;.m”u'
the Labour politicians,
who promised change

then just delivered more of

the same.

It is a huge step forward
from the naive and
widespread belicf that you
could rely on your local T
to sort things out for you.

At the same time it
docsn't really get to the
heart of the pml'.dn. m There
are two ways in which this
popular way of booking
at things doesn't go far
enough.

First of all it SLgTests
that the problem is
peculia r{I
things were very different
in mitr COLNtries.

In fact austerity is an
international response
by the establishment to a

__ﬂ]u-b.ll economic crisis. The

oor are heing sacrificed
tor the bankers and rich
of all countries. Just loak

y an Irish onc as if

at Greece or Spain or the
JSA or Britain.

The second weakness
is that it focuses too
exclusively on politicians.
hlast }1t:-|itin:iam are
certainly part of the
problem, Eu’r they are not
the mot of it.

If puﬁt}:j.mh are bﬂugh:
or sell out who is it who
buys them or gets them
to betray? Obviously
those like Denis O'Brien
or Dermot Diesmond
for whom a TDs salary
15 small change. If ].'-.-.lr'-
Tubridy and j-:r-:' [}1.|I+1.'
toe the establishment line,
whao pulls their strings?

Cabinet ministers,
pmtm 1ns, police
commissioners and news
paper editors all wicld a
certain amount af power.
But in the final analysis
yodu can t eat politics,
newspapers or garda
truncheons.

In the final analysis
it’s those who control the
production and wealth
of sociery who really rule

And the heart of the
problem in Ircland and
every other country at the
moment is that pltﬂuct]r.-n
is owned and controlled
by & very small minority
and is nrl...mh-.d for the
profit of “that minor ity, not
the needs of the majority

IZZI.F TI'I.'.'.' Pll"{.'lFlll.
capitalism

It is because of this
eCONOMmic system, the
system of -.':1nia.1|i~;m.
.h.n Lmquahtv kecps
rising across the workd
t the point where 358
billionaires own as much
wealth as half the world's
population.

It is because of the

tyranny of profit that
banks get bailed out

while we get sold out and
thar bo lders are not
bumed and PAYE workers
have their wages cur,

The peo le who own
and v:c:mmrm.-.ﬁth are not
just a series of individuals,
l:|'|r.':|-' form & distinct
social class — the capitalist
class. Economically the
capitalists compete with
onc another but they
compete to make profits
and so they have common
interest in protecting a
system that enables them
to extract profits from our
labowur.

They are well of this
and, in Ircland and every
other country they have
created instinutions which
maintain their power:
their polirical partics.
armed forces, police,
courts, prisons and so on.

And other institutions
— the media, the education
systemn and often the
churches — to justify this
state of affairs and tell it is
the natural order of things.

This is why Seanic
Fitzpatrick, Bertic Aherne,
and Michael ‘Fingers'
Fingleton walk free while
shop lifters or burglars go
to jail. and why bankers
are treated with kid
ghoves while water tax
protestors arc hauled into
garda stations at 7Tam and
dup.Lt-.hr.m{ to Mountjoy.

That is the real problem
in Ireland and in the world
and that’s why to deal
with it we need more than
som decent politicians,
though that helps, but a
mass revolution o take
economic and political
power out of the hands of
the r_'.Lp'Lt.Lli-.rs.

OUT NOW!

People Power and Real

This new
Socialist Worker
pamphlet by
John Molyne ux
argues that the
people power
seen in the great
revolt over water
charges contains
within the seeds
of a different way
of running society,
one thatis based
on real democracy
and accountability
not protessional
politicians rising
on the backs of the
people.

Ayaillable, price £2,

Democracy

from SWP PO Box 1648 Dublin 8 or Ring 01-872 2682

Can we tax
Ireland’s G

Ireland’s riche st - Pollonji Mistry, Hifary Weston and Denis O'Brien

he amount of wealth owned
by Ircland’s super rich is so
vast that it’s very difficult for
ordinary people struggling o
make ends meet to get their
heads round the hgures. If you are just
getting by on 20,000 a ycar somecone
carning 150,000 looks pretty rich but
they are in the ha penny place compared
to the really we: thy.

Let’s take three -.mmpin.k Top of the
list is Pollonji Mistry, an Indian business-
man based in Mumbai who has Irish
citizenship through his wife.

Mistry's fortune comes in at €936
billion.

MNext comes Hilary Weston, of the
Weston fam ii:.' who own Brown Thomas
and much else besides, with €8.97 bil-
lion. Followed l1}' Denis O'Brien, of Irish
Water fame, with €4.643 billion.
Frugal

Say you were a bus driver on about
€33,000 a year or a school teacher on
maybe €4 5,000 it would rake you it would
take the bus driver 140,000 vears and
the teacher 103,000 years to earn that
much and that’s on the assumption they
lived on air and E"J.i{I no taxes. -

Last year Dienis O Bricn increased his
fortune by €580 million. If our school
teacher was exceptionally frugal and saved
E500 a year, they would save O.Brien’s
2014 increase in | 80.000 years.

[n short the super rich are unimaginably
wealthy compared to the overwhelming
majority of people in society.

Getting Richer.

Mot |.'-|1|1.* are '.'|'|r.-1f super rich u!.ru.ad}'
they are ;utmb EVEn nn_ELr In the years
of austerity when the majority of people
were bulng hammered with Wage cuts,
in|:- losses and extra charges, the fortunes
of the rich went :hmu:i the roof.

In the last year alone Follonji Mistry
added €1.67 billion to his already vast }'u|-.

In the same pt riod | hl.Lr:.' Weston's
fortune rose by €100 million, Michael
(' Leary’s by €95 million and Dermot
Diesmond's by €50 million.

There were exceptions to this — eg Tony
L'ﬁ'HtiJi:.' and Michael Smurfit have both
lost a lot of money — but a big increase
in wealth was the gene -ral pattern.

These cxceptions are important because
the Fact that it is possible even for the
super-rich to lose a great deal of their
wealth explains why, no matter how much
they have they are still greedy for more.

lh:}' are all in competition with one
another and with rival companies coming
up from below.

In order not to lose out they all have
to forge ahead and strive to make as
much proht as p-.:-:wiblu. It's not rr.'..aEE}'
about Eiifiﬁn.tirtx Wanting ever maore
houses and cars for themselves — they
can already afford all the luxuries that

monsy can huv It is that nuqn: prohts
equal economic and p-mm-...Ll power and
enable them o see off their m'.ah in the
rat race that is -_'.apjt.ai'-;t ﬁ:-mp-.titiun
This is why the rich .Llu.rn have and
always will be against pay ing more taxes.

But, unless we ta::; them, these im-
mensely wealthy people wall simply go on
griting richer and richer at t:uur-.*ipn:'nm:-ad
infinitum and economic inequality, the

gap berween rich and poor, will increase
to ever more obscene proportions,
The Case in Favour

The moral, social and p::|it]n_'.1| case o
favour ﬂft.uungnh:: rich is '.m:nvh-:hnin!._:.
It goes completely against any sense of
natural justice that, when children are
g-;:inlc_: hungry to school, when young
peopie are being driven to emigrate, when
poverty and deprivation arc widespread
and even those on middle incomes are
fhinding it hard to cope, the super rich
—whao don't need it — are accu mul.lting
maore and more wealth.

The injustice is compounded by the
fact that it was the reckless and insatia-
hle __qr-.'td of the rich — of the bankers,
developers, currency speculators and the
like — that pmdun_'-.-d the economic crisis
in the first place.

Plus there is now a large body of so-
-_'ul rescarch, summarised in the justly
famous book The Spint Level, by Rich: urd
Wilkinson and Kate Pickett, which prowves




that inequality is bad for socicty as a
whaole.

By comparing statistics from many
different countries such as Sweden, Japan,

Britain and the US Wilkinson and
Pickett show that i InEgLE: dlh l‘.ﬂ. I1.11]'IJII1.3|.

IZing p..-;:-ph. causes shorter, unhealthier
and unhappier lives; it increases the rate

of teen age pregnancy, v iolence, suicide,
obesity, crime, ||11F'-~r1~..:1n|1|11f.nr and addic-

tion and other social ills.

Butcan itbe done ?

Anyone in Irish political life who sug-
gests taxing the rich is immcdi.m.'l}' miet
with a chorus of derision.

If they are on Vincent Browne, for
example, they will be talked over and
even shouted down by the representa-
tives of the ‘mainstream’ partics and the
so-called economic experts.

Vincent Browne, himself, who says
he would like to see more equalicy, will
be the first to sy it is nonsense to talk
about taxing the super- rich.

There are bwo main arguments here.
The hirst 15 that taxing the super rich
won't raise much money because there
are not enough of them.

As Colm McCar t|11 put it in The
:nd-.p:.nd-.nr "-::-'.'rn-_-.{ lw Dienis O Brien ):

“There wall be fitde -:1l'.-|-:.|.tL-:1n to taxing
these fortunate atizens, but it is throwing
sand in the eyes of the public to preten
that they are sufficiently numerous to

relieve the rest of us from facing grown-
up decisions' . [Mote: grown up decisions
MiEAnE L'th:it'.q ~i.:r1'i-_'-.-:~' ;

Bue this is cle: ity false. OF course there
are only a few super rich but they are so
weal 1|1-. that seriously taxing them will
riise large amounts

The 300 richest pr.'n}15.-.' in Ircland have
berween them at least €70 billion. So a
504 wealth tax on them alone would raise
£3.5 billion, 10% would raise €7 billion.

There are in fact 90,000 millionaires
in Ireland and the numbers are ErOw 1.
T: L'-.II'lS., r them 5% each would, even if they
only had €1million each, raise 90,000
x €50,000 which is €4.5 billion. 5o it
would be perfectly possible to raise more
than €10 billion v-lﬂ1 Lmudn: wealth rax
before even starting to talk about taxin
the mrpnram:m or levying a *Jn.'un-.lﬁ
services tax. lhat '.'.1.'-u|-d be more than
enough to write off the water charges
and the properry tax.

The other argument, often put by
Vincent Browne, is that we can't tax the
rich because they would just take their
MOney out of t |11. country. But to accept
this argument is to allow - purselves to be
bluffed and blackmailed.

It s a bluff because it exaggerates the
ability of the rich to move their money.
In realit ty Hil: iry Weston cannot move
Brown Ih-ﬂn.uk out of Dublin, Denis
('Bricn can't shift The Independent to

the US or Mexico and Michael O'Leany's
Ryanair has to operate out of Ireland.

And even though they would hate
paying even a penny more tax it would
still be worth their while to stay in Ircland
becatse [l'li.} are -Jf-llu_.I so well here. It
not as if there were lots of other places
where l:|'||.'. could operate as pruhtal‘- ¥
and pay less tax. If I:l'l-:.l'l. were theyd be
there already:.

Blackmail

It is blackmail because what the rich
are really saying is let us rip you off and
exploit you or we'll wreck FOUT €CONOMY
and your socicty. If we go down the m ad
of giving in to this we end up on our
knees h:g.mm&, or bribing them to stay.
Which, come to think of it, 5 what Fianna
Fail and Fine Gael have been doing for
VCars now.

What we should do is reject their
blackmail and call their bluff. We should
Impose ._'apit.a'. amd -.-:-:-.'h;u:ngn: controls
to stop them taking money out of the
COUNLTY.

This has often been done by other
governments in the past. And if ¢ they
still try to get out pay mg their share or
lh.l‘l. 1ten o |JI~|lI: WESE Wie "lhl:fll.lll.‘l I:.-.Lr. Over
their companies and nationalisc them.

So the answer to the question, ‘Can
we tax Ireland’s greedy rich? is

Yes we can! Yes we must!’

Socialist Werker ©

Sinn Fein

Eamonn
McCann
says

embrace

neo-liberalism

erry Adams can bluster and
G blutt all he likes, but the fact

is that Sinn Fein has signed
up to the same sort of austerity
programme inthe Morth as they
are screaming blue murder about
inthe South.

The party claims to have stood
firm against welfare “veform™
during the negotiations which led
to the Stormont House Agreemerd
just betfore Xmas, and to have
secured extramoney from the
Treasury to offset the “Tory cuts.™
This is undrue.

Sinn Fein didn't squeeze a single
penny from the British government
to softenthe impact of bene fit
changes.

They werem't bought o ff. They
relled over for free.

All ofthe money which they say
will protect those who lose out
isto be taken from the budgets
of other Stormont departments -
health, education, justice, the arts
etc.

There is no extra Tre asury money
involved. The same deal could have
been done between 5F and the
DUP at any time over the past two
years. The DUP was up for it.

All that grand standing and
drama about deadline s and the
possible collapse ofthe Assembly
is now seen to have been play-
acting intended to bluffthe
electorate - particularly their
“pin” electorate.

What's more - there is no
guarantee that the money shitted
to welfare will cover what benefits
recipients will have lost.

There are only guesstimate s and
stabs inthe dark as to what the
real figures will be.

And the elaborate machinery
being constructed to administer
the “top-ups” is untried, untested
and so complex as to put off all buk
the most determined applicant s.

Maybe that’s the intention.

The Agreement also means the
loss of 20,000 public sector jobs.

5F Ministers repeatedly
denied the figure — until February
18th when the Unionist paper
the Newsletter published the
doecument en which it was based.

Nowthe line has changed. These
will be volurtary, not compulsory
redundancies, says the party—
forgetting that their original
pledge was to fight public sector
job lesses, Tull stop.

The bottom line isthat 20,000
jobs will be gone from the North,
courtesy ofthe SF/DUP deal.

The Agreement also clears the

way for privatisation of any public
asset whichisn't screwed down.

Translink, which runs the buses
and the trains, Nl Water and the
Housing Executive are candidates
Tor selling-off as part ofthe overall
‘financial package”.

Any deubt about the neo-iberal
character ofthe deal is dispelled in
paragraph five of the text:

HThe Execitive will adopt...a
comprehensive programm e
of Public Sector Re form and
Re structuring which will
eEncompass a wide range of
strategies...such as areduction
inthe size ofthe Northern Ireland
Civil Service amnd the wider public
sector.. An independent strategic
review of public sector reform
conducted by DECD will report by
the end of 2015."

The Organisation for Economic
Co-operation and Development
comprises 34 States—all of the
EU, plus the US, Australia, Japan,
Mexico, South Korea etc.

The Agreement envisages it
sending in ateam every year to
check how well the Executive is
implememting the “reforms"—a
similar function to that of the
Troika inthe South.

The most relevant OECD unit
is the Working Party on State
Ownership and Privatisation
Practice s, which “facilitates
policy dialogue and information
exchange between OECD Mem ber
countries and key partners on
improving corporate governance
of state-owned enterprises and
implemerding privatisation
policies.”

By enthusiastically endorsing
the Agreement, 5F and the DUP
are relling out the red carpet for
the DECD's arrival.

The Agreement cannot be seen
simply as a cobbled-together
document to camry the Stormont
institutions through to the nexi
Crisis.

It suggests anideclogical
convergence between the two
main parties of longerterm
significance.

There's no way of reading
the passages dealing with the
economy other than as embrace of
neo-liberalism.

It may be that the 5F rank
ani file are being e ased into
acceptance of what was until
recently regarded as heresy in
the same way as the IRA rank and
file was successfully shepherded
towards acceptance ofthe
constitutional status-quo.
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WATER CHARGES:

The Statea

ITwas planned. i was coordinated.
it started in mid February.

On the 14 February the gardai arrested
20 anti-weater charges -;..me.u'qn-:n includ-
ing AntiAusterity TD, Paul Murphy and
a 16 year old boy, over the protest against
Joan Burton three months ago.

The protestors were h auled into pu]lr_n.
stations in dawn raids and interrogated for
many hours, There was grotesque talk of
charging them with ‘wilful imprisonment’.
Other arrests followed.

Then on 19 February came the jail ling
of 5 tampamnm from Edenmore for the
‘crime’ of defying an injunction to block
the installation of water meters. The sen-
tences were draconian. Bernie Hughes,
Derck Byrne and Michael Batty were all
sentenced to 28 days in prison while Paul
Moore and Damien O Neill were given
56 days cach.

Double standards

The double standards involved are
breathtaking. In a country where no banker
has gone to jui! and cormpt p-u|i:i1..'i.1|15
continue to draw their Fat pensions and
where GuardEX security thugs and gardai
can push and throw local p-:.n:-pl-:. defend-
ing their shores around with impunity,
ordinary working dass people are harassed
and menmle Mo duuit it gladdens
Dienis O Brien’s heart.

The media have been on hand to play
their part. First they raised an absurd hue
and cry about the protest in Jobstown.
Some people sit down and block a
Minister’s car — shock, horror, outrage!!

Just imagine what these people would
have said about the Easter Rising — not
now but ar the time.

Actually we don't have to imagine be-
cause we know — they denounced it from
the roof tops. It was the same with Jim
Larkin and the 1913 Lockout, and with
every struggle of working people before
O SINCe.

Then they went on to try to demonise
I'aul Mu rp]'ﬂ. in attack afrer attack They
vient Balliovie: pver 2 v o nbrare sl
to Michael D as if that was far worse than
impoverishing hundreds of thousands of
the most vulnerable of our citizens.

A Concerted Offensive
Then  the Irish Herald produced a
front page with the headline “Jailed .
H:JJ:.dE which linked the jailing of the
Edenmore 5 and, on the basis of leaks
fraom Dublin City Council, Cllrs Tina

\ m‘HTHI l' IL""?TI‘- ,AH'IJ EQU-"ELITMKH H'M

MacVeigh and John Lyons, both People
Before Profit Councillors, accused of —
wait for it — printing leaflets for the water
l.'|.'l.1|.'5l1"i campaign!

Will the crimes of these activists never
cease. They sit down, stand up and print
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leafiets. By comparison [SI5 and the Black-
and-Tans arc pussy cats.

These things don't happen by accident.
Our rulers strategise and their toadying
triends in the media, like Ryan [ubndv
and others don't need to be ordered. They
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see a band wagon rolling and jump on it
without a second thought.

And the reason for it is obvious. Irish
Water and the whole w at:.r«..i:.Lr_Eu pn||-..1
has been a disaster and a hasco for the
government. It has been the lightning rod

cks the movement

for all the pent-up anger and bitterness
of the people over years of corruption
in high places and cuts and austerity for
the masses.

It has produced hundreds of thousands
on the streets, hundreds of thousands re-
fusing to pay and opinion polls in which
all the mainstream parties put together
cant get 50%.

The government and the 1% whose
interests they represent and their friends in
the state apparatus were desperate to regain
the initiative and break the movement.

They couldn’t have launched their of-
fensive immediately after the great demos
in the autumn, so th::t waited for their
chance. A chance given to them by the
lull in the movement after the Xmas and
MNew Year break.

Mow they hope that the combination
of repression and media demonisation will
intimidate and demoralize the movement,
and frighten people into not coming onto
the streets.

What this shows is that ﬂ:din.Lr:f' [w-_'-p-ln:
arc up against a ruling class that works
:::-E:Th-::r:, and that a key role in that process
is played by the state machine — especially
the L-';J.Lr-.{.ll and the Courts.

The police and the judges. like the
media, always claim to be politically
neutral In r-:.ahn they are servants and
allies of the super rich i the capitalists
and stand ever ready to engage in ‘political
policing whenever the system requires ir.

How to answer the attack
It is vital that this offensive is not al-
lowed to succeed. There have already been
a number of excellent actions in response
to the repression with pickets and rallies
at the court, at Mountjoy Jail, at garda
stations in Tallaght and many places round
the country, a protest at the Fine Gael
Conference in Mayo, and a big march
of over 5000 from the Central Bank to
Mountjoy on Saturday 21 Feb.

Mo doubt there will be many similar
protests in the weeks ahead, mdud:m, it the
Labour Party Conference in ['-._lii.Lrnu an
the 28 Ithru.m as this paper comes out.

What will be the best and most effec-
tive answer, however, will be a really mass
turnout for the National Demonstration
on 21 March.

That will be something neither the
media not the politicans will be able o
completely ignore. It will greatly encourage
mass non-payment and show the pmpl:
remain rl-:ga ne.

Aer Lingus: Stop the sale of state assets

Brenda O Rourke

‘ Aﬂ Lingus docs not need 1AG, TAG
needs Aer Lingus.” These were
the words of Evan Cullen, presi-

dent of the Irish Airdine Pilors Association

describing the potential takeover of by

International Consolidation Airlines

Group [AG.

On January 24 JAG w thich is the parent
of British r"ur'.wu and ':r].'lal'llbl'l airlines
[_|:n:-n.3 and "-.'.J-:.mg made its third bid
tor Aer Lingus.

LAG has made two previous bids on 14
Deccmber and on January 9. The first —a
1bn takeover bid with a proposed €2.30
per share - was rejected by Aer Lingus
as ‘preliminary, highly conditional and
non-binding .

The most recent bid which is offering
€.55 per share and values the company at
roughly 1.35bn has been encouraged by
Willic Walsh, CEQ of IAG and former
CEO of Acr Lingus has so far been more
successful.

The deal, which a variety of interest
groups have Hagged as being detimental
to the Irish economy, has been supported
by the board of AerLi ingus and a number
of Fine Gael TDs.

Herwever, it s possible that the Government
will not take the risk of alienating a large
number of voters so dose to an election.

Evan Cullen {IALPA); has said that
the proposed takeover is "not good for our
members or their families ... or aviation

Willie Walsh, notorions union E'ﬂs'.ﬁr':rg boss ufH L, guinmpfm‘ .Eu':p.n_;-' Last year mr'.".- !'.l!.lrﬂr:p and bonses af.rafmnﬂ £5 million at a time
slien pﬂ"o.r.v and crew in Mhevia were !'a'.l'ziu'g SUPREEINE PRy cuils,

in Ireland”.

What the sale means for
Aer Lingus:

Acr Lingus, in which the state had an
£5% sharchold before 2006 when the com-

pany was floated in the Dublin/ London
stock exchange, is now 29% owned by
Ryanair and the state has 25%.

This 25% means that any put-.ntm]
sale of the carrier has to be approved in

the Dil..

The sale would mean that the state
relinquishes any stake in Aer Lingus and
any s1y In air access, connectivity and the
fate of the 1,200 or so Acr Lingus staff

This most recent deal makes promises
or ‘legally binding commitments on threc

aspects of the business — namely, that
its Heathrow slots cannot be sold, that
they would operate on Irish routes for
the next five years and that the firm’s
headquarters and incorporation would
remain in Ireland.

Its mame would
unchanged.

These promises come amid concerns
that the sale would mean job losses for
Acr Lingus workers, and a pi.w'ﬁ.'n'rin[ threat
to routes from regional airports like Corlk
or Shannon.

Any job losses in Swords, the Dublin
Airport ||:-.1.-i|.' and other arcas of the country
would have a massive impact.

It has been estimated previously that
each airport job supports three others in
the ]m_'.j‘-r_::-rn Mmunity.

.IIP"#HEIII'IS of the sale

The full 'me|i|:.1tjc:m of the p::xﬁ]bzt
sale of Aer Lingus are hard to estimate as
it is dithicult to predict what will happen
after § years '-'rﬁcr* IAG are free to take
the company in any dircction they wish.

However, it is safe to assume that the
company will act in the interests of their
sharcholders and pursue profit, and not
the interests of Irish workers.

Like other neo-liberal driven sell-offs
of state assets this whole policy should
be opposed.

It 55 just another example of sacrificing
the interest of the Irish people to multi-
national corporations.

alsa remain




Secialist Werker ﬁr

aced with the fact that
Fth-a: large majority of Irish

people are quite happy for
same-sex couples to be allowed
to marry and therefore intend
to vote YES in the coming ref-
erendum the Iona Institute and
the Catholic right are making a
huge etfore to shift the goalposts.

"Their strategy is to argue that
marriage equality somehow
threatens the rights and welfare
of children.

This is complete nonsense: al-
lowing same-sex couples to marry
will not infringe the rights or
welfare of a single child. It is,
however, clever propaganda.

Where deep prejudices are
involved it is always possible
to construct ‘rational’ sound-
ing arguments to- justify those
prejudices, until those arguments
are critically examined.

In this case the lona Institure
claim thar marriage is "a unique
institution’ which is ‘made for
children’. This is not true.

First it is ssimply meaningless to
claim thar marriage is a unique
institution .

Historically there have been
many different forms of marriage
—arranged marriages, polygyny
(one man, many wives), polyan-
dry [one woman, many wives)
and so on. There have also been
many different forms of family.

Mor was marriage ‘'made for
children’. Human beings had chil-
dren for hundreds of thousands of

MARRIAGE EQUALITY:

lona try to move goal posts

&
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THEIONA INSTITUTE

IS
HOMOPHOBIC

years before marriage developed
at all. In so far as marriage was
‘made’ ar all it was not for children
but to safeguard the inheritance
of property.

The lona Institute claim that
children have a ‘right’ 1o a lov-
ing mother and father. "This isa
misuse of the word right.

Unfortunately being loved
cannot be made a legal right.
In r:.'::nli[],' it is unavoidable that
many children will be brought
up by only onc parent and in
some cases thart is betrer for child
than being locked into a situation
where the parents are warring or
one 15 vielent or abusive.

In any case legalising same-

sex marriage doesn't deny any
children the love of their parents,
male or female. It is has.literally,
zero cffec in this regard.

So why is this nonsense clever
propaganda? Because without
saying so openly, it plays on
the old reactionary prejudice
that gay people are a ‘threat’ to
children. And it appeals, again
without saying so openly, to the
deeply conservarive idea thar the
old traditional ways were best.

Why docsnt it say this openly?
Because everyone knows that the
old traditional ways broughr us
the M.Lgd.ll-:n-.- laundries, the
Christian Brothers, paedophile
pricsts and physical and sexual

abuse of children on a horren-
dous scale.

Actually the Iona Institute
and the Catholic Righe are not
concerned for children’s rights
or welfare ar all.

They do not campaign against
austerity, or cuts to lone parents
or child benchts or community
programmies for disadvantaged
young people. Nor did they
help to expose child abuse in
the church- instcad they cov-
cred it up.

But rhr.*_l,' do campaign against
ALL progressive change which
aims to liberate women or end
discrimination against oppressed
EroLUps.

These are people who oppose
all abortion rights, including
where there are faral foeral ab-
normalities or where the woman
has been raped; all effective con-
traception; divorce, and civil
partnerships .

If they could they would take
us back to the days of pregnant
unmarried women being de-
nounced from the pulpit and
forced to emigrate or pur their
children up tor adoption.

They cant do that so they hght
a rearguard action againse any
attempt to extend equality.

The lona Institute have lots of
money and are well erained; they
present themselves as reasonable
concerned citizens — in reality
they are right wing fanatical re-
ligious bigots.

FILM REVIEW

Selma: Powerful story of
fight againstracisminUS

Reviewed by Hazd Norton

elma is a pnw:rfl.ﬂ film

which depicts one of

the mest important and
inspiring cpisodes in the history
of the struggle against racism,

Directed by Ava DuVernay
it centres on Martin Luther
King Jnr's role in the historic
1965 march from Selma to
Montgomery in Alabama, a
key moment in the Civil Rights
Movement's campaign for voting
ri.ghts for black in the America’s
Southern States.

The film hrings- out the
drama of this epic struggle from
its opening scene. This shows
Dr King (David Oyclowo)
accepting his Noble Peace Prize
in December 1964, juxtaposed
with the bambing of the 16th 5S¢,
Baptist Church in Alabama in
September 1963.by the Ku Klux
Klan, which murdered four young
African- American girls.

This contrast between pta.c:fnl
protest and racist barbarism,
which is a central feature of the
Civil Rights struggle is a theme
throughout the film.

The Sclma to Montgomery
marches — there were three in all -
really brings this out. The African
Americans of Alabama were
demanding nothing more than
the right to vote and the right to
register to vote,

Following the murder of a civil
rights activist by a state trooper
the campaign decided to hold a

long march from Selma to the
Alabama state capilal, 50 miles
away. This resulted in a ferocious
attack on the demonstration |:]-'
the racist p-nliu: which became
known as Bloody Sunday.

After two more marches
25000 people eventually walked
into Montgemery under the
protection of the National Guard
and a few months later Lyndon
Elm_mn was forced to pass the

ndmark Voting Rights Act.

Alabama State troopers attack
civil-rights demonstrators outside
Sclma, Alabama, on Bloody
Sunday, March 7, 1965

Irish readers and viewers

of this film will not fail to be
struck by the pa.ﬂ":i with
the Civil Rights struggle in
Morthern Ireland which was, in
fact, dirﬂ:d}r influenced |::|.' the
movement in America.

While this film justly celebrates
Martin Lother King and his
immense legacy jtrTﬂt! not shy
away from some of the more
difhicult aspects of the struggle
— tactical and strategic issues of
the kind which arise in any mass
campaign — and problems in
King’s pers ii%e.

It shows the frosty relationship
between King and President
Johnsen whith has not pleased

those who seek to whitewash
the role of the Democrat
establishment and it deals with
ongoing conflicts between Hing’&
Southern Christian L::ld:rship
Conference {SCLC) and the
more radical Student Non-
Violent Coordinating Committee
(SMCLC).

It also shows how the FBI
spied on King's private life and

assed "evidence’ of his affairs to

ii! wife Coretta in a nasty attempt
to undermine him.

This film is both interesting
and inspiring, I strongly
rccummp-:nﬁt to all IgH:ﬂ of

Socialist Worker.

BUILDING FOR #MARCH 21,

UN ANTI-RACISM DAY
RALLY INDUBLIN

Memet Uludag

national rally and march
will be held in Dublin
on 21 March, at 12pm

to mark the International UM
Anti-Racism day and to stand
in solidarity with other rallies
around the world, csp:cia”y in
Grreece, and with the victims of
racism in Europe.

The organising commuittes
‘#M21 Ircland’, composed of
Various anti-racist campaign
groups, trade union delegates,
NGOs and political parties is
working to build for a big rally.

This is particularly impor-
tant in the conrext of the rise
of right wing racist and fascist
partics and movements in many
parts of Furope and the danger
that they could try to gain a
foothold in Ireland.

The 21 March is also the day
of the national Right2Water
march at 2pm and the organis-
ers have worked together o
plan the rallies in order to avoid
any clashes and to work in

YES to diversity

solidarity:

On the day, there will
be a Right2 Water speaker
at the #M21 Rally and an
#M21 speaker addressing the
Right2Water march from the
main platform.

The coming weeks will be
|::|LL5.':.' for #M21 activists with
thousands of leaflets to be dis-
iributed and with city centre
stalls and various other activities
to build the campaign.

All anti-racists, anti-fascist
groups and individuals are
invited to attend the rally with
their banners and placards and
unite under the slogans of
“NO TO RACISM, NO TO
FASCISM! ",

“NO TO ISLAMOPHOEIA™
“NO TO ANTI-SEMITISM ™
“NO TO SCAPEGODATING
OF MIGRANTS AND
MINORITIES™

“YES TO DIVERSITY!™

The details of the rally can be
found on the #M21 Facebook
page

wwnw.facebool.com/8 2 1 Ireland

Racist Chelsea
fans identified

Y
Josh Parsons with Nigel Farage

THE dominant media image
of the street racist amnd of
the football ‘hooligan’ is
that of a working class thug.

At first glance the vile
incidert in which Chelsea
fans pushed a black man off
a Paris Metro train chanting
‘We are racist, and that's
the way we like it."'might
seem to confirm this.

It is therefore interesting
that two ofthe racist
Chelsea fans have now been
identified.

One is Josh Parsons,
ex-public school boy and
finance worker employed
by the City Business and
Commercial Finance Club.

He is also a UKIP
supporter amnd tan of Nigel
Farage.

The other, the Sunday
World has revealed, is
S0-year-old Richard Barklie
ex-member of the RUC. In
an extraordinary twist which

speaks volumes about
current official hypocrisy on
racism the Sunday World
also reveals that Barklie “is
the director of a worldwide

human rights organisation,
lecturing on racial tolerance

But at the weekend
Barklie rubs shoulders
with hooligans and racists
from the notorious Chelsea
Headhurter crew.”

Of course there are
individual racists imthe
working class but history
and experience shows that
the main ssurces of racism
in society are inthe ruling
class and among their
middle class supporters amid
their own state police.

By contrast it is in
the werking class amnd
particularly in working
class and labour movement
organizations that there
exists the best potential for
antiracist selidarity.
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RESISTANGE NEEDED TO STOP
ORMONT AUSTERITY

March 13:

All out to stop

Shaun Harkin

he Sinn Féin/DUP led Stormont

Executive has agreed on a 2015

l‘Ul_‘II:E*:I: that includes 20,000
public sector job cuts throughout
the Morth.

Often criticised for being unable to
get their ‘act together’ Stormont }mrtu.'.
united across sectarian division to sign a
toxic agreement dismantling vital public
services, opening public assets for priva-
tisation and prepanng for a reduction of
the corporate tax rate.

Additionally, Westminster |mj1||-:d
Welfare Reform will go ahead .

DUP Finance Minister Simon
Hamilton has said “Tighter, difficule
times are going to be the new norm”
and promised at least three more years
of cuts.

Sinn Féins Martin MoGuinness claims
the austerity budget is “the best deal pos-
sible” and the “lesser of rwo evils”. He
described critics of the agreement as “dis-
sidents’ |i1r'u1\|:rI in "F.u17.1::_'.' land” and intent
on wrecking the peace process.

Sinn Féin are now saying there is no
alternative to austerity despite having
-..'.Lr::np.ligm.-d against "']'m}' cuts’

Without doubt, the agreement will
increase inequality and lead to the de-
-iuu-:.'mn of public services people depend
on such as the NHS, education, the arts
and public transport.

Outrage

The so-called “shared Rature” str ategy
based on delivering prosperity for all is
quickly becoming a “shared re: dlt'.' 1:*'pu--
erty, higher um.mph:'. ment and despair,

[.'I'LLTF.'IEL at the savage job losses and
the broader impact of the agreement is
widespread among all communities across
the entire region.

Significantdly; the Northern Committee
of Congress of ICTU declared its oppo-
sition to the budget deal with full-page
notices in all the main newspapers and
has called for all out public sector strike
action on March 13th.

Responding to this Trades Councilshave
held well-attended public meetings in
towns and citics across the North to or-
ganize for the March 13th action.

ICTU Assistant General Secretary,
Peter Bunting said:

“The dam has burse after years of
pressure from Westminster. There is
now nothing else to cut without doing
permanent damage to our social fabric.

Devastating
assaulton

welfare

“Broad agreement" bas been reached in talks between the five pariies in the Stormont power-sharing administration.

At the urging of the ICTU's athliated
trade unions and their 215,000 members,
the l-.-nd:.-mhjp of the trade union move-
ment 15 determined to make an effective
and collective response to stop these cuts.”

Bunting also demanded “that local
politicians refuse to impose these draco-
nian measures on the people of 1*mwrlhu.rn
Ireland, including welfare reform.”

Ata ['.fl'-.-rr_'."l':n-.{m Union Council meet-
ing Eamonn McoCann encouraged activists
to seize the DppOrtUnity saying  we need
to preach the gospel of discontent.

“We need to give cxpression to dis-
content. There are signs of something
that’s happening.

“There’s more and more a sense that
working class people are ready to organise
and hght together.”

Time for Action

Public mectings have also been held
jointly by the Ulster Teachers Union, the
Irish Mational Teachers Organisation and
the Morthern Ireland P uh]lt Service
Association and UNISON is holding

over fifty “Time for Action!” public
meetings. All are making the case for
action.

All unions supporting the March 13th
action arc balloting their members for
strike action and it's vical to get a mas-
sive YES vore.

A successful strike in March with large
marches and rallies in every town and city
will send a strong message to Stormont..
The planned cuts are not inevitable and
neither is a disastrous neoliberal path for
the Morth.

The more effective our resistance the
more possible we can force Stormont to
reverse its plans.

Stormont 1s -d-.-punding, on ..:}'lli-..'.ﬂ
scapegoating, divisions berween Catholic
and Protestant workers and passivity to
push through policies that will impoverish
all working class communities and make
the Marth a poverty-wage cconomy .

But a one-day strike no matt er howwell
supported will not. by itsclf. be enough
to turn the austerity tide.

Stormont must also know there is a
real threat of pn:—h'-ng-:d strike actiomn.

If March 13¢h is effective it can encour-
age workers to sce the need for spreading
industrial action.

Resistance and solidarity can stop
Stormont’s embrace of austerity but also
needed is a radical left alternative to break
the Worth’s sectarian Green and Orange
straightjacket.

We need a political alternative that
stands for the interests of working class
Catholics, Protestants and all others who
are being abandoned by the Stormont
Agrecment.

Ceorerti Horgan

ince Christmas, p.-.'-;:-pln: in the

Morth had waited anxiously to

sce what changes there would be
to the Welfare Reform Bill, When it came
back to the Assembly, it was exactly the
same Bill that Sinn Féin had quite rightly
stopped going through two years ago.

This time, the UL'P and Sinn h.ln
were united, making sure that the only
amendments to the Bill would be those
.Ll..m-;.d by the Minister.

So, the DUMYSF coalition has now
brought to the North some of the worst
things to happen to working dlass people
in Brtain.

These include the bedroom rax,
the benefit cap, an end to the special
Employment and Suppor: Allowance for
severely disabled young people, cuts to
child disabili ity pn.ml.:m under Universal
Credit and a sanction regime pretty much
the same as in Brirain.

The Bill includes sCrapping []imhﬂi'.j.'
Living Allowance (DLA) and replac-
ing it with the Personal Independence
Payment (PIP).

There is no question that disabled
people, especially those who get DLA
for reasons of mental illness will lose
income because of PIE The Department
for Secial Development which oversees

welfare reform has admicted that, even
with some changes to the assessment
process to take the needs of people in
the Morth into account, PIP will cut
the benefit of about one third and of
DLA claimants and cut a further quarter
completely.

The sanctions regime which in Britain
has led to so many at best o food banks,
at worst to suicide, has also been intro-
duced to the North.

Much has been made of the fact that
the sanction period is to be half that
in Britain for the third “failure” by a
claimant to make an appointment, to
get there on time, to take a placement
or job or do whatever the Job Centre
r|.'||:-i I:|'|.r.'l1.1-

To someone sitting in the Assembly,
maybe having a maximum of 18 months,
not 3 years, without benehis seems like
a concession. But for someone who has
mental ill-health and is likely to fall foul
of these sanctions, three months, or even
three weeks living on fresh air is likely
to leave them dead or in priscn.

What we have got from Stormont in
relation to welfare reform is smoke, mirmors
and downright lics. For cxample, in the
media, we are told that the Bedroom Tax
15 mot l‘-ujng '|'-mu!._:'h: into the MNorth, But
the Assembly record is dear: the hated
Bedroom Tax has been introduced.

Then there is the scam around the
“topup” payments which are supposed
to make sure that no one is less well off.

This is tru n1p-..t-:'rl as a ‘multi-million
p::und pl-.LnEu. worth £565 million
Over ["'.I'.. next 1% years.

In other words, there is at best L9%
million a year to offset what experts
say will be some £230 million worth
of benehits cuts — that’s at least about
40% of benefits thar will be lost.

Worse, we can't even be sure that the
money will be there over six years. In
the first week of February, a briefing
was given ]:}' [-.:'{:P'.ll'i'l.".ﬁr.'lﬂﬂl officials
about welfare reform to the Assembly
Committee oversceing it

Ofhicials said that the only moneys
that had been set aside were for 2015-16.
This raises real concerns that the “top
ups’ will not be there after the next
Assembly clections in 2016,

Many of the public sector workers who
will be taking strike action on March
1 3th as part of the ICTU Day of Action
will be protesting as much about these
attacks on benefits as about job losses
in the public secror.



