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Th-: great 80,000 strong Right2Water
demonstration of March 21 prm’-::d
bc:}-'u:rncl doubr, if pmu:rfwas needed,
that the anti-water charges movement has
not gone away.

MNow, as bills start to g0 out in ﬁpril the
main focus is going to be on the numbers
refusing to pay.

It is clear that if even a s.igniﬁnnr mi-
nority bnvccrtt the c]‘mrm Irish Water will
not be viable and the government s whole
strategy will collapse.

Hence the dr:spv:mticm in the govcrn-
ment’s [CSPOTISC.

The carrot and the stick

The government's first approach to bring-
ing in the charges under Phil “The Bully’
Hogan was threats and intimidation.
“We'll reduce your water to erickle’, was
the message.

Faced with the massive revolt on the
streets on Ocrober 11 and November 1
last ycar, the government the charges,
changcu:l tack and went instead for retreat
and concessions.

Labour’s Alan Kr:li}r n:pian:c-::] Phil Hogan
who was sent off to Europe.

The charges were significantly reduced
and talk of cutting off watcr supplics was
deemed ‘inappropriate’,

Dieadlines for registration were repeat-
edly revised and people were offered the
‘carrot’ of the €100 so-called ‘conservarion
grant — in reality a bribe to register.

At the same time there was a concerted
cffort to divide the movement by contrast-
ing the “reasonable’ ‘decent’ pmpic who
marched in October and November to
the 'sinister fringe’ of *hard core militants’

This involved the attempt to demonise
the Jobstown protesters and Paul Murphy,
the imprisonment of the Edenmore Five
and the intense focus on unformnate com-
ments shouted at President Higgins.

But, as the great turn out on 21 March
showed, none of this worked.

Moreover, it left Irish Water and the
government with no effective sanction to

ITI':'I]:{C PCGPI C pay.

Panic and Intimidation
Panicked by 21 March — which must have
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Water Charges
The Boycott Begli

Ke@ on the streets!

intimidation.

Suddenly Alan Kelly started to talk about
tﬂkmq th: LhEIEL‘.h our of pfuph s wages
or bcmhts and even ‘fast track courts' for
NOn-payers - what nexrt, internment?

But everyone ::npp-::nsr:d to the charg-::i
needs to understand this is bluff and bluster.

These arc empty threats. There will be NO
penalties till mid -1916. That is AFTER
rhc next gcncml election.

aliv they cant rake it from your wages
or |:u:mhu and landlords can't Eal-:c it from
your rent.

NO ONE WILL GO TO JAIL
FOR NON-PAYMENT.

And even if, in dv.:.'-:pr:rari::un. thn:}* were
to force CIMCIECncy lv:gislatinn thmuqh the
Dail, as JFE].I{.} were really facmq a ferrorist
threat, it would be unenforceable in the

face of a MASS ]:u:r}ccutt.
The Key Task

This is wh} the kc} task for anti-water
charges campaigner is to get out into their
local communities with the “Don't be in-
timidated, Don't F:l}! message.

Inm ak]ng this case there are three other

important points to stress:

1. It docsn't matter if you've registered,
you still don’t have to pay

2. When Warer chnrg::s were defeated in
the mid 1990s those who refused to pay
never had to but those who had paid got
no refund.

3. Even il‘_}-'uu are sent an incorrect bill,
and Irish Water admits this will happen,
just ignore it — don’t engage with them.

Keep on the Streets.

If the bn}'cc:tt 1s NOW CCnire stage it doesn't
mecan stopping the installation of water
metres and demonstrations no Jcnngs:r
matter.

Eringing pv:u::p]v: mgr:rhr:r in the com-
munities and in big numbers on the streets
is crucial for bui]ding and sustaining
non-payment.

It is what gives pr.:nph: the conhdence
that we can win

This is wh}' it Is iImportant to support the
Non-Payment Network Demonstration
on 18 April 2pm at the Garden of
Remembrance and the Dublin Council
of Trade Unions March from Parnell
Square at 6.30pm on 1 May.

Tune fm‘ the Left ﬂ |
Unite: Pages 4&5

Gerry Carroll runs in
West Belfast: Page 3

SOLIDARITY WITH DUNNES WORKERS [see p4-5]
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Did You
Know?

Nearly 9,000 people

were sent to prison in

Ireland last year for
non-payment ot fines. This
includes more than 2,000
Women; a massive increase
on the 159 women sent to
prison for this ‘oflence’ in
2007.

M ore than 400 were also
sent to jail for not paying
a TV licence that finances
53 statt at RTE on 100,000
eure plus salaries.

In contrast, not one
banker or politician was
sent to jail for destroying the
country. Jailthe Bankers,
not the Poor!

Joan Burton and
* seven other current

and former Labour
ministers - Brendan Howlin,
Jan 0 Sullivan, Alex White,
Alan Kelly, Pat Rabbitte and
Eamon Gilmore- are sitting
on pension pots worth 2.5
million each.

Dn stepping down or
failing to be elected, Burton
will also enjoy a tax-free
Iump sum of 138,000 on top
of her pension fund of 2.569
million.

Labour's many victims
of austerity are expected
to pay for all this. These
bleadsuckers should be sent

packing without a penny
more!

Dail records Tor
* 2013 showed 45

TDs, neardy one-third
of TDs, are landlords! No
wonder this government
does nothing to improve
tenants rights in the private
rental sector, bring in
renmt controls, lift the rent
allowance cap or haild
enough social housing.

However they do want
landlords to collect their
tenants’ water charges.

FG and Labour has also
privatised housing provision,
condemning 75,000
households on the social
housing list to the mercy of
greedy landlords, rent hikes
and homelessness. Housing
for all is a basic human

right!

How Clean is Your Water?

Macve McGrath

s the government asks us to
pay twice Foar our water, it is
good opportunity to lock

at the quality of the water we are
expecied to drink and bathe in.

It has emerged that Irish Water
teels that water sources serving over
220,000 people may have to be
“abandoned” as they are not suf-
ficient to meet future population
growth.

They want to establish the River

Ehannﬁ-n as a new source for Dublin

umping it 2Cross into a new

mil I.mJ:; reservoir. This will cost
at least €500 million.

The Environment Protection
Agency identified 120 water plants
which need upgrading, whereas the
new Irish Water company estimates
this number to be at 300.

Many parts of the country
have been under boil notice for
years due to cryprosporidium

comtimination.

This outrageous state of affairs
would end within a week if it af-
fected the 51.1p|:-l]f' to Kildare Street.

Furthermore the EPA found thar
nearly one-third of sccondary sew-
age treatment plants fail to meet
EU standards while raw sewage
is being discharged in 44 arcas.

Last summer, local councils
around the country were releasin
sewage into the sea during ptri-;:-r[gs.

of heavy rainfall.

swimming as readings of Ecoli
and intestinal enterooocct were
at dangerous levels.

This is not wii:l:r a moral issue

over a human right, but a fight
for basic h.]. iene and services
the state is obliged to provide.

We are being asked o pay
twice for a service that is
an utter disgrace.

"
This resulted in a ban on ﬂfr;
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Addiction Ireland

man-on-benry-st-1.214 1481

Maeve McGrach

ardai are applauding
G themselves over the
“success of ‘Operation
Stilts’ — the crackdown on
“antisocial” behaviour in
the city centre, which mecans
they have been carrying out
searches under the Misuse
of Drugs Act and moving on
“undesirables” from busy
shopping and tourist districts.
This issuc stems from the
state cstablishing the main

rJ.n' harasses bomeless man on Henry St. To see video
irisltimes.cominews/iveland/eyewitness-video-of-garda-and-loneless-

affvrreie,

methadone clinics in the city
centre; from Merchant's Quay,
the City Clinic in Amiens
Street to the National Drug
Treatment in Pearse Street -
the largest of the methadone
!u.ppiitm in the country.

Owver Christmas, the
Minister of Justice, Frances
Fitzgerald met with
“concerned” business leaders
to discuss “safety” in the
capital.

This indicates the

government's allegiances are

with the capitalist class and
not with the real victims of
addiction.

Indeed the Gardai also
adopted a “collaborative
approach” with Dublin
businesses for their ta.rg:t-:d
operation.

There is no doubt that drug
abuse is a serious issue in
Ireland.

There are about twelve
drug-related deaths eve
week and nearly 5,500 deaths
from drug overdoses since last
vear. Furthermore eight out
of ten such deaths were young
men, with more than half
having mental health issues.

The coalition has cut
funding for drug task forces
by a staggering 37 per cent.

On December 17, the nii-?‘ht
of the vote in the Ddil on t
Water Services the Diil Bar
made €7,461.

It is clear who the real
parasites are, and they do not
have to resort to the cold,
unforgiving streets of the
capital to find relief.

Instead of :nfun:i.ug
incredible hardship on its
citizens, and then treating
a psychelogical, medical
issue as a criminal ones
the State would do well to
provide adequate funding for
communitics in the form of
addiction services.

Centenary of the
Armenian Genocide

Memet Uludag

24 Bpril 2015 marks the
100th anniversary of the
Armenian Genocide in
Turkey.

Thizwas one of the worst
crimes against humanity in
the 20th century - a century
of terrible crimes.

Between 1915 and
1922 1.5 million Armenian
people, three quarters of the
Armenian population were
exterminated.

The massacres were
carried out during and after
“World "War 1 by the Ottoman
Empire in an appalling act of
ethnic cleansing.

“Why is this monstrous
crime 50 little known about?

Becausze when Hemal Ataturk
arnd the Turkizh Nationalists

gstablizhed the maodern
Turkish state in 1923 they
ended all inve stigations of
the Armenian massacres
and began a practice of total
denial which remains to this
day.

Thizwent hand in hand
with racist, nationalistic
propaganda about Armenians
and Kurds.

And, crucialky, the
international community’ ie
the US, were complicitin this
silence because Turkey was &
key MATC ally inthe region.

2015 will be a year of
many campaigns to bring out
the truth and demand justice
for Armenians

Sex Workers Rights are Human Rights

Violer Wilkin

Policy on sex work should
include consultation with the
workers.

Following the criminalisa-
tion of the purchasc of sex in
MNorthern Ireland, the debate on
sex work in Ircland has been very
one sided. It has excluded the
people with the experience of ac-
mulllj}' selling sexual services.

Criminalising the purchase
of sex only pushes sex work
underground. It makes gettin
clients more difficul .mﬁ restilts
in independent sex workers using
a third party, which often leads
to exploitation. Criminalising the
pun:hp.zsc of sex has not worked in
countries such as Sweden.

Sex work is a matter of policy
and protection, not policing

According to Human Righes

activist ¥Wiolet Wilkin, “Sex work-
ers rights are a matter of policy
and protection, not policing. Sex
workers are 2 marginalised grou
who need to be f['%!rrd:d thE sarﬁr
human rights and human dignity
as everyone else in society. One
of the problems is that the media
often portray scx workers as help-
less victims'.

Many do the job because they
have control over where they
waork, the dlients they choose
and the actual work they do. Sex
workers in Ircland are calling
to be recognised and consulted
in relation to policy concerning
them. Recently the Sex Workers
Alliance Ireland (SWAl) held a
conference in Dublin bringing
together sex workers, academ-
ics and activists. Their mecting,

Realising Sex Woarkers Rights in

Iredand, was well attended but
not by those who actually make
poelicy.

SWALS vision is about pro-
moting the safety and human
rights of sex workers. Wendy
Lyon, a Human Rights solicitor,
believes that sex workers will
work around the criminalisation
policy and rthis will have harmiul
effects. In Sweden ciminalisation
has not put an end to sex work
and it has not stopped women
travelling to Sweden to sell sex
but it has changed how the in-
dustry is organised. According to
the Swedish MNational Board of
Health and Welfare, workers are
more reliant on pimps to shield
their activity from police. It has
made sex work less visible, but i

hias not deterred it
In Sweden there has also been

a surge In massage pa.rt:lun and a
worrying trend is the rise in out-
calls which involves the worker
leaving her familiar and safe
environment.

Existing laws put workers at
risk.

Sex work can be dangerous
and sex workers need p-rﬁﬁ}' to
[11.-]]:! in this n:g:trd. ﬁ'u;:mrding
to Lucy Smith from uEE_'r'm Lgs.
ic, some of our existing policies,
especially regarding “brothel
kecping” actually impede safety.
For example w hen doing an out
call, or mecting 3 new client a
worker would prefer to have a
frend accompany her. However
when they ta these precau-
tions, they risk being prosecuted
of profiting from the sale of sex
under the guise of “brothel keep-

ing . This in turn distorts crime

statistics and makes it look as if
there are thousands of brothels
around the country exploiting
women, when in actual fact

the majority of sex workers arc
self-employed.

The Irish Independent
[1/3/15] hlgh]iq['l.tu:l problems
taced by "au pairs who become
pt-rmnu] servants in homes .
r’u:u;.'l:lrding to the Migrant
Counal of Ireland “a new trend
of using young women on
cultural exchange programmes
as live-in domestic workers is
sweeping Ireland”. In these in-
stances we are not talking about
sex work, but about the exploita-
tion of many workers, especially
WOMmen wr_'url.mg in homes with
zero hour contracts, below mini-
mim wages and hours that are
double the norm.

Often such workers are traf-
ficked but the narrative of the
media almost always makes
trafficking synonymous with
prostitution. This does not fit the
reality of crime statistics, or the
reality of most sex workers' expe-
rience in Ireland.

Criminalisation will make
tra.FﬁcL:.ing worse as resouroes will

g0 on prosccuting consensial
sex work, rather than l:r.lfﬁn:l;ing.
Anti-tr:lfﬁr_'king l:EjE];!tlel'l and
sex work legislation need to be
a]:lprua.ch-:?

sex workers and their clients are

independently. If

further ostracised t['u:1. will be
less likely to report instances of
tra.fﬁcL.lnq,

New policy on sex work has
to include consultation and focus

on t]'.lt ]'.lt'al.ﬂ]'.l J.I'I-EI aaf:t}' -:rf lE'I.I‘.'

sex workers.
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Fiona Nic Fhearghais

Following his successful cam-
paign to win a seat in Belfasc
City Council last year, Gerry
Carroll, the People Before
Profit councillor for the Black-
mountain arca of West Belfast,
5 in campaign mode once
again, having announced car-
lier this month that he is run-
ning in the upcoming West-
minster Election.
Fiona Nic Fhearghais spoke
to Gerry abour his campaign.
Gerry, why have you
decided to run for
election?

Frightening prospects lic ahead
for the people of West Belfast
and I have decided to srand
in order to opposc this and to
provide an alternarive.

Ohver the next 4 years we will
sec some of the harshest public
sector cuts cver implemented
in the North, We will see the
Assembly borrow £700 million
to make 20,000 public sector
workers redundane.

In addition to this thou-
sands of teachers and classroom
assistants could lose their jobs.

Our health service is already
in a state of crises, with people
dying in on hospital crolleys
and waiting times of over 12
hours in ASE.

Our core frondine services
arc set to be devastated by the
incoming wave of cuts, more
job losses are expected for
admin staff in hospitals, and
40% of our community and
voluntary services which of-
ten relieve the pressure on our
Health Service are faced with
imminent closure,

| think its time we collec-
tively said enough is enough.

West Eelfast will

Gerry Carroll for Westminster

I'm a socialist!™

Gerry Carroell: “I'm not a

nationalist or a wnfonist,

ke one of the areas
hardest hit by the
Public sector cuts.
What do think of

the proposal te cut
Corporation Tax while
implementing Welfare
Reform?

Most of our poliicians have
bought into the idea thar
while the working class in soci-
ety must tighten our beles and
make sacrifices, corporations
who already avoid paying bil-
lions in tax each year will see
Corporation Tax lowered in
their favour.

All of the main parties accept
that welfare for the vulnerable
should be cut but welfare for
the rich should be increased.

Mass Campai

Michael Wallace

very successiul conference on
the housing crisis IJ.I'EHELISEEI.
People Before Profit has
|:1un|:h-:|:l a broad nght“" Housing
campaign of resistance to home-
|essness and repossession, and for
decent housing for all.

Ina Ln:d room in Dublin’s
P.cadt'ml Plaza Hoael, guest apcaL-:r
Andrew McLaren Frum TCD told
the conference that the deciston
to leave housing provision in the
hands of the ma:ﬂ:: was disastrous.

It was creating affordability
problems, indebtedness and wage
slavery and the end of the Celtic
Tiger had produced negative equity,
repossessions and homelessness and
the private renting sector wis pro-
ducing LannT.rl:ltE.'d rent rises and
disp|:::,:m:nt of families.

Instead of the government sub-
sldm landlords €500 million
a year it should be hu:ldmg social
hu-uung Access to housing has
always been difficult for the poor
under a system that serves develop-
ers, landlords and speculators Jncr
that social need s not consdered
under capitalism. “Housing is a ne-
cessity, The rights of pr:in: come
first, not rights of developers and
landlords.”

Loasise Eu];]iss. from lone
parents group SPARK, said lone
parents are the poorest and most
vulnerable group in society and

have been hit particularly hard by
the housing crisis.

Orver 30% on the Dublin hous-
ing waiting list are lone parent
familics and Joan Burton’ outra-
geous decision to again refuse
InCTease Tent caps was fnn:jng many
out of work, our of their commu-
nities and onto the streets. Lone

arents have also been affected

¥ the mortgage Criss and “lone
parents cannot survive the child-
care and huusjng crisis at the same
time.

People Before Prohe TD Richard
Boyd Barrett called for a new social
movement like the Right?Water
campaizn and that the only way to
deal F:iﬁ,rh: Crisis was to [érﬂ: out
on the streets and fight for our right
to housing,

He said that the gm':mmtnr} fe-
sponse to the crisis back in Okctober
was 2 complete fake and an attempt
to deceive the |:|u|:-fi-.:.

“We demand that rent controls
are introduced immediatcly and
an emergency public housing pro-
gramme put in place. How do you
pay for this? With the €dbillion in
cash reserves being held by NAMA.
This is our maney and could be
used to build thousands of social
h-:rus.ln.g units and put many con-
struction workers back to worl”

There were also demands for the
building of good quality housing
and an end to badly constructed

homes, a problem that will not be

Stormont has failed us.

What is the mood in working
class arveas, as a rvesult of the
incoming wave of cuts?
‘People are fed up. This anger
was visible in the thousands
of workers from West Belfast
and beyond who took to the
streers on March 13cth in one
of the biggest strikes we have
witnessed in years.

The city was brought to a
standstill, with transport work-
ers shutring down bus scrvices
and strong picket lines outside
health centres, schools and oth-
er public sector buildings.

The massive support for this
from the community was evi-
dent in the reaction from pass-
ing traffic, messages of support

on social media and the mas-

sive turnout at the city centre
demo.

I ful]}' support the civil serv-
ants, Translink seaff. nurses,
teachers and all others who
took action, as is their right
and I think it is fantastic to see
such a show of People Power.’

This isn't your first
time running for a
seat in Westminster.
How does this
campaign compare
with last time?

Last years cleceion resule was
testament to the possibility
tor change in Belfast. People
are sick of the “What can you
dot" attitude from politicians

and want answers and action to
stave off the cuthacks.

People Before Proht  be-
lieve in dning pn]irich differ-
ently: working on the ground
and building a consensus for
change through grassroots or-
ganisation and People Power.

I think my campaign will
galvanise this anger with a pos-
itive message.

I want to stand in this elec-
tion to allow everyone the
chance to speak up and send a
clear message to the politicians
that enough is enough.

As we have seen from the
water charges movement in the
South, the best way that we can
achicve improvements in the
lives of working people is to get

organised and fight back.

A redistribution of wealth
towards the bortom of society
does not come from ‘Tnward
Investment’, wining and din-
ing business leaders or by low-
eTing corporation tax: it comes
through the mobilisation of
working class people 1o hght in
their own interests.

This is the message that
I have been pushing on the
doors - we need to ger organ-

ised and stick together.

You are running for
election in an area
which encompasses
both ‘Nationalist’
and ‘Uniomist’
communities, How do

you plan to reach both
sides of the divide ?

We always hear about these
community divides and no
doubt sectarianism is rife witch-
in OUr COMMUnty.

We have both physical
and political barriers between
neighbours and too often these
arc cxploited by politicians.

We do not ignore this reality,
but we do want to challenge it

We are the only the party in
West Belfast who will actively
campaign on both ‘sides’ of the
COMMuURIty.

PBP recognise thar issues for
working class people arc the
same whether you're based on
the Falls or on the Shankill and
we want to break down barri-
ers,

We have recently opened
an ofhce on the Shankill/Falls
interface, which I see as a con-
crete example of how we can
do this.

We will continue to reach
out to beach ‘sides’ of the com-
munity and genuinely chal-
lenge sectartanism, and hght
for a shared furure from below.

non Housmg Crisis Begins

resolved by the market.

PBI Clir John Lyons said that
basic needs were not being met
under this economic system and

that housing is a “fundamental
human right we should be able o
avail of freely. We have the nghr o
a house and a home and that’s what
we are fighting for.”

Father Peter McVerry said that
homelessness had gone through the
roof and thar six people were now
|::-:i.ng made homeless every d;l:r'.
including whole families now being
split apart.

He said FG/Labours larest
refusal to raise rent caps was “a nail
in the coffin of this government's
OWN |.'|.l.'.|l'l'lt|i:55 and social housing
strategy.

In an inspiring EFItC-Lh. Teter
Mcl_.lc-nagih himself homelss, said
that people of all ages and back-

unds were now coming into
homeless hostels.

While thousands of boarded up
dwellings across the iy lay idle, 30
homeless people died on the strects

st year.

“Families on the streets is a
bloody disgrace. Boarded up
houses need to be opened up.
Right?Housing is aE:ut getting
everyone together to take on this
government and get this done!”

Eileen Short, ':l'lnirptmn of
Diefend Council Housing-East
London, said the new housing
movement in Britain had linked up

unions with tenants to take on the
u:l::-.t'h:rpm and right-wing polis-
cans. Empty council houses were
occupied, grabbing headlines and
raising the confidence of working
class people to defend and demand
public housing,

Trade unionist Mick O Reilly
said the Howsing Action Campaign
in the 1970s forced the government
to build 60,000 council houses and
that we need a similar campai
today: 7

The rousing Conference ended
with a unanimous vote to establish
a new housing campaign ufpcnp|:
power with grassroots communitics
Its CemtTe.

Resistance will build on the
momentum of Right2Water and
will be broad, involving the groups
affected |:-g.' the crisis, :pmpE: Fac-
INg repossession, rtrugg]ing in the
private rental market, the homeless
and many others as well as trade
unions, community groups, Left
political parties and independents.

Key demands will be control of
the price of land. no more evictions,
increxsed public housing and rent
controls.

A series of local Right?Housing
meetings will be arganised acros
the country with a p]a.n to build
for 2 mass national demonstra-
tion when the Dail returns in
September.

The battle to win this basic
human right has begun!
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Why talk about class?

“You socialists are
obsessed with class.
Surely we should
forget about class
and just see people as
individuals”.

Actually it's true.
Socialists are obsessed
with class and for a
very good reason.

it's because class
is the main source of
unfaimess, inequality
and injustice in our
SOGieTy.

Socialists are
opposed to all
kinds of inequality,
discrimination and
Sppression.

We hate racism and
homophobia and are
absolutely committed
to achieving complete
equality for women

We also value the
individual and want a
society where every
individual has the
epportunity to fulfl
themselves and realise
their potential.

But the simple fact
is that if you compare
the gap between the
BVETAEE EAMINgS
of men and women
- it's about 20%
internationally - or
between white people
and people of ¢olour, it
is far less than the gap
between the eamings
of bosses and workers,
between those at the
top of seciety and
those lower down.

Indeed it is less than
the gap between the
professional middle
tlasses and manual
workers.

Inequality

And it is not just a
guestion of pay. Class
inequality affects every
aspect of life.

The upper and
middle classes live
lomger and enjoy better
health than the working
tlasses and when they
fetill there are better
health care fasilities for
them.

The children of
upper and middle class
people do better on
average at school than
the children of working
tlass people and 3
higher proportion of
them go to college and
University.

At work upper and
middle class people
wiork shorter hours in
safer, better conditions

and get longer
holidays. Working class
people suffer more
industrial injuries and
endure conditions that
more unhealthy

And there are
qualitative differences
a5 well.

Upperclass people
spend maost of their
Iwves telling people
what to do.

Working class spend
much of their [ves
being told what to do.

Upper class children
are brought up with
a sense of their own
‘natural” superiority.

Working class
children are made
to feel “inferior’.
Working class people
are constanthy being
humiliated and made
to feel small in ways
that middle class
people don't even
notice.

And whateverthe
constitution says the
reality is that class has
a big effect on how
people are treated
bry the gardai and the
courts.

There's abvays one
lawe for the rich and
ancther forthe poor.

Just compare the
treatment of bankers
and water protestors or
corparate tax evaders
and so-called ‘benefits
cheats”.

In fact the question
of class goes degper
than this.

It's mot just @ matter
of inequality and
unfairness but real
conflict of interest.

The rich and the
bosses make their
money and ascumulate
theirwealth out of the
labour of the workers.

30the bosses
are abways trying o
increase profits and
hold down wages and
get workers to work

harder for longer hours,

whereas workiers want
more pay and shorter
hours.

This tension, this
class conflict, is akwvays
there and it runs
through the whaole of
society mot just the
workplace.

Bnd the fact that
the upperclasses
control the whole
society acrss the
board, intluding the
government and the

media, means that
the whole society is
organised to meet their
needs and serve their
interasts first.

That's why there’s
na limit an money to
bail out the banks
but no money for
single parents or DEIS
schools.

This is why socialists
are obsessed with
class. We think that
the onbyweaywe can
create a decent
society in which
people are treated
a5 human beings
not commaodities
and numbers is to
abolish class and class
divisions.

BAnd there is one
mare reason for our
obsession. It is that
class, specifically class
struggle, is the key
i changing society.
This was the great
discovery of Karl Marx
who wrote that “history
is the history of tlass
struggle’.

Marx believed that
it was the working
class, bywhich meant
those who live by the
sale of their labour
[ manual and nan-
manual, teachers and
nurses, bus drivers and
construction workers
alike] who have the
poweer 1o overthrow the
existing system.
Divisions
To do this working
people have to unite,
overcoming all the
divisions of nationality,
race, gender ete, which
the media always play
up.

United the working
class are the immense
majority in Ireland and
in the world.

This is even more
true today than it was
in Marx's daywhen
mast people were
farmers and peasants..

If the working elass
maoves together it
CBN sweep away the
establishment elites
who rule the world at
present.

Class, therefore,
is not onhythe root
cause of ineqguality
and oppression in all
its forms; it is also the
keyto challenging and
defeating it. That's wihy
socialists talk about
class.

ith hundreds of thou-

sands of people having
taken to the streets in
the great revolt over water charges
and austerity as a whole and with
a gcncral election lunming there
is an urgent need for the lefr to
unite its forces.

In this context the ]'-'v:crph: Before
Proft Alliance has issued an Lﬁ.ppca]
for a Radical Left Alliance’

This appeal argues that:

A key strategic focus will

be the need to promote an

organised boycott of the
charges.

However, alongside this
there is a growing realisation
among many activists that
there is a need for a paral-
lel political challenge to the
current ruling elite.

Such a challenge should
promote clear anti-austerity
policies, offer a positive vi-
sion of a dgﬁ!ﬂﬂr Treland
and outline a ﬁl:ﬁ‘ﬂﬂ'ﬂf way
of doing politics so that it is
connected with a desirve for
people power.

Any talk of a challenge to the
government and to austerity
raises the question of Sinn Fein.
With Fianna Fail Hatlining the
government and the media often
present Sinn Fein as the main
opposition.

And indeed Sinn Feins 5I:an.n:|ing
in the p-::lls puts it well ahead of
any the left partics or groupings.

Pcople Before Profit arc more
than wi“ing to work and Cooperatc
with Sinn Fein on many campaigns
as they have done over the water
charges.

They arc also clcar that they
would prcfcr a Sinn Fein led
government to any of three ‘main-
stream pro-austerity partics.

Thus PBP representatives in
the Dail would vote for Gerry

SUPPORT THE DUNN

AS Socialist Worker goes to press
Dunnes Stores workers are set fo
£0 on strike.

The strike on Holy Thursday
by 6,000 Dunnes workers is
extremely important for lish
workers as a whole.

The stakes are so high that
themanagement have been tring
to intimidate statf on the past few
weeks to try and break the strike.

They have been calling individual
workers into ‘communications
meefings’ threatening some with
a cut in hours If they go on stike,
promising others iull-time contract
it they don't.

This strike centres on Dunnes’

Adams or Mary Lou McDonald
for Taoiseach against Enda Kenny
or Joan Burton.

Nevertheless PBP is not in favour
of entering a political alliance with
Sinn Fein. "We belicve’, says the

peal, ‘there needs to be a genuine
left alternative that offers a differ-
ent pnl: of attraction’.

In the present circumstances
such a pole of attraction could
win the support of large numbers
of working people who have been
radicalized by the water charges
revolt and by years of anti-working
class austerity.

Potential

The rise of Syriza in Greece
and Podemos in Spain shows the
putcntiztl.

The Appeal cxplains People
Before Profit’s reasons for want-
ing an alternative to the left of
Sinn Fein.

B "W hile areacki ng austerity in the
South, Sinn Fein is implcmcnting
similar pnlicics in the North.

Bt has not ruled our the coalition
with establishment partics such as
Fianna Fail in a furure government.
B It docs not place a strong empha-
sis on ‘p:upk pnw:r' ds a strategy
for changc and is Dppuscd to an
organised boycott of water charges.

The appeal also sets a number
of I-:v:]..r pr'[m:iplcs on which it
would like the lefr alliance to be
based

OThe abolition of warter

charges, the property tax and

the USC for thosc on average
or below average incomes.

Unilateral action to cancel

Irish debt caused by bankers’

gamHing.

A national health service

that treats all according to

medical need and not the
size of their wallets.

dAn CMETZENCY Programme

use of low-hour contracts.
Thousands of its stalf are
guaranteed only 15 hours a week.

They might get 30 hours one
week, 15 the next. The 15 hours
might be spread over two days, or
five days.

workers have no guarantee ol a

can't get loans, mortgages.
It they have only a guarantee
ot 15 hours, they can't get
social weltare or Family iIncome
Supplement as you have to work a

be enfitled to these.
It means that many Dunnes

It means the majorty of Dunnes

decent weekly wage. t means they

minimum of 19 hours® per week to

Time for the |

ur
to build social houses and im-

mediate rent conrtrols.

LIt should rule our participa-
tion in a furure coalition with
any establishment party.
[t should favoura 32 county
wide movement against
austerity.

It should raise taxes on
corporations to fund the
reduction of USC on PAYE
worlkers

It should stand openly for

¥ :
4 WoImnans l'tght o EhﬂDSC

and the chcal of the 8™

WO DKEE




_eft to Unite

Amendment.

It should demand the clo-

sure of direct provision ccnitres

for asylum seckers.

It should support a call for

o ]:rc-].-rcui:r of water chargcs and

cncourage workers to turn

their unions into organisa-
tions nf_strugglc.

The J"..pp:al rccognizes that
this “is h}r no means a definitive
or exhaustive listt and that
‘no doubt there may be some
differences of cmp hasis’ between
different forces on the radical

left in Ireland.

MNevertheless it says:
it i5 our ﬁrm conviction

that there is also substantial
agreement on these policies

among Peaple Before Profit,

or somcthing more dcvclupcci..
This it sAYs would have to be
a.gn:cd |:n.-' those composing the

alliance.

Urgent

Secialist Werker ©

the Anti-Austerity Alliance

and many independent so-

ctalists and community and
trade wnion activists.

The ﬁppcal does not attempt
to sp:ciﬁ; in advance the precisc
nature of the proposed alliance,
l:aving open whether it would
be primarﬂ}r an elecroral slate

Nevertheless it urges all on the
radical left in Ireland to support
this move towards left unity and
‘to start urgent discussions to
bring it abour'.

Fv:nplc wishing o sUpport this
call and sign the letter should

go to |'|I:t|g'..'r fvmv.gplcbcfnrt-
Emﬁ t.ic/

S STORES WORKERS

workers cannot guarantee they
can feed themselves or their
tamilies each week.

Dunnes Stores has a particulady
nasty management and is
detemined to ignore the demands
of the union Mandate that it treat
its workers decently. Itis refusing
to engage with Mandate or to go
to the Labour Court.

This dispute has been a long-
time coming and the 6,000
workers staging this stoppage on
Thursday are bravely tacing down
threats and infimidation from their
hosses.

Pickets will be placed at all
109 Dunnes Stores branches on

Thursday. The workers must be
supported. We all need them to
win this.

Over 100,000 workers across
Ireland are on zero-hour or low-
hour contracts like those used
to cow and intimidate Dunnes
workers.

The Fine Gael-Labour Party
Govemment allows companies like
Dunnes to use these contracts.
These contracts must be thrown
out of lrish workplaces and this
Govemment must be thrown out ot
oflice.

Decency for Dunnes Stores
workiers!

Decency for all Irish workers!

Eamonn
3 McCann
h SAys

As the world tries to come to terms with the dreadful crashing
of Germanwings Flight 4U 9525 into the Alps, Eamonn McCanmn
looks back to another terrible plane crash that is now largely
forgotten. He argues that it is necessary to look at

The politics behind
the headlines

t is remarkable that Flight
639 has scarcely been
mertioned in coverage
ofthe talks between

Iram and the US and its
allies on a possible deal
imrolving curbs on lran's nuclear
pregramme in exchange for the
lifting of sanctions.

Or, perap s not remarkable
at all. The 290 inmocent people
killed or Flight 655 were mosty
Iranians.

Theyincluded &0 children. The
mizzile that broughtthe plane
down was American.

Hardly aryone inthe US,
and very few in Europe, would
recognize the flight number now.

But, az the Washington
Post recently acknowledged,
mention Flight 65% in any lranian
claszroom and the pupils will
know what you're talking about

The zame would be frue in
Holland or Malaysia with regard
to Malaysian Airlines Flight MH1Y
from Amisterdam to Kuala Lumpur,
zhot down on Juby 17th lastyear
over a part of eastern Ukraine
controlied by groups which
reject the sovereignty of the Kiev
government and relate instead to
Russzia.

“Western powers and the
Western media have, virtualky
without dizsent, put the blame for
the incident and for the deathsz of
all 298 people on board either on
Ruszia itzelf or on itz local allies.

Atrocity

The atrocity iz regularly
brought up in media discussion
of the Ukraine crizsis as
evidence of Russian cynicizm
and ruthlessness and lack of
credibility in profe ssions of
peaceful intent

Perhapz a group aszociated
with Ruszia did shootthe ‘plane
down, although no corwincing
evidence for thiz haz been
produced.

‘What's at issue here, though,
iz the comtrastwith reactions to
disaster that befell Flight 655
over the Perzian Gulf.

Iram &ir 655, a civilian flight
enroute from Bandar Abbas
Irternational Airportin Iran, to
Cubai, was hit by byo surface-to-
air mizsiles fired by US warship
the 55 Vincennes on July 3rd
1988. The story goes back to the
Izlamic Revolution in lramin 1979,

The following year, the Saddam
Huzsein regime, encouraged by
the US, invaded.

Eightwyears later, the war still
raged. BMore than a million people
had perished.

Just a few months prior to the
Flight 655 killings, Saddam’s air
force had used chemical weapons
against the Kurdish town of
Halabja, killing 5,000 civilians.

This did nothing to dissuade
the West from supporting the
Baghdad regime -which itwas

The MH17 of 1983

laterto depict as the epitome
of all evil - citing the Hallabja
Massacre.

Believing, reasonably enough,
thatthe US was aboutte enter
the war directly and wasz willing to
carry out appalling atrocities and
to supportirag in using banned
weapons, Iran agreed to a UN-
brokered ceasefire and then a
geftlermnent om a baszis favourable
to Saddam.

Thiz sequence of events
wWill be on the minds of Iranian
negotiators at the Geneva still
underway atthe time of writing.

John Barry and Roger Charles
of Hewsweek spent weeks
inve stigating the 655 incident and
wrate that Commander Rogers
of the Vincennes had atthe least
“acted recklessly and without due
care.” They further accused the
US government of hiding evidence
and covering up the truth.

Notfied

Irve stigators from the United
Arab Emirates, which includes
Dubai, showed that Flight 655
had been exacty within its
notified commercial flight path
when blazted from the skies.

In 1991, Admiral William Growe
admitted on ABC Mightline that
the Vincennes had been within
Iranian territorial waters when the
missiles were launched - in direct
contradiction of statements by the
navy, the Pentagon and the White
House until that point.

In 1996, the US, under
Bill Clinton, agreed to pay
compensabion to the families
of the victinns, to a maximun of
$213,000 perfamily - without
admitting amy wrongdoing.

On thiz basis, lawyers for the
familie s withdrew their case from
the International Criminal Court

Thusg, US culpability for the
atrocity has been accepted by the
world and reported in'Westerm
media.

Despite this, there is scarcely
g word now when the matteris
possibly more relevantthan ever.

The guestion ofwho iz to blame
for atrocitie s like MH Flight 17 and
Iran Air Flight 655 iz not dictated
by the available evidence but
according to the changing needs
of Wesztern intere sts.

Thiz should be keptin mind
wWhen pondering the crisiz in
Ukraine and the negotistions over
Iran.
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John Molyneus

he attempt of the EU ‘insti-
Tturiunsx. the hated Troika, to

strangle the radical left Syriza
government at birth is continuing.

The European Central Bank has
written to Greek banks instructing
them not to buy any more government
debt. That cuts off a potential source
of emergency funding for Athens.

Without access to capital markets,
or the ECB’s normal financing opera-
tions, Greck banks rely on almost €70
billion Emergency Liquidity Assistance
t0 cover a ﬁnancing shortfall exacer-
bated by steep deposit withdrawals,

This sounds technical but really it
I5 CONOMIC Eerrorism.

This Emergency Liquidity Assistance
is used as another means to threaten
to destroy the Greek economy and
intimidate the Greek government.

As political analyst and member of
the Central Committee of SYRIZA,
Yanis Albanis,.says “their behaviour is
not dictated by any sort of economic
thinking. The money Greece needs
{a fow billions) is a drop in the ocean
of European economy. ..

“The issue is deeply political. The
forces of conservatism that dominate
Europe, want to politically crush
Tsipras and SYRIZA so that they can
nip an alternative political model of
pan-European appeal, in the bud.
‘They are artacking SYRIZA in order
o ﬁnisha‘:ndfst-:-p."ir.iﬂ Podemos and
Sinn Fein.”

And, disgracefully, they are sup-
ported in this by Enda Kenny (along
with the Spanish government)} who is
standing with the Troika against the
Greek people and against the interests

Guy Connolly

one hundred years since the

intreduction of laws prohibiting
the sale and/or possession of illicie
drugs in the United States - laws
that began with the prohibition of
opium in 1914,

This authoritarian trend

I K I'lilS o I:lt\L'I'l Imare t]'iﬂl'l

progressed for several decades and
even included a failed attempt to
criminalise alcohol in the 1920%.

It was Nixon, however, who
coined the term “war on drugs” as
the size and scope of the federal
effort to crush drug users increased
and saw the implementation of
such draconian policies as "no-
knock” warrants and “mandatory
minimum’ sentencing for
offenders.

In reality Nixon's war was an
attack on the youth and blackd, for
whom drugs such as marijuana had
become a symbolic force for social
upheaval and political dissent.

Diespite Nixon making it a
Schedule One drug {the most
dangerous category) some small
successful attempts were made
during this time period to legalise
marijuana and eleven states
decriminalised its possession and
use between 1973 and 77,

Reagan ramps itup

This small advance underwent

an abrupt U-turn with the rise of
cowboy president Ronald Reagan,
an actor come politician who came
to power under the hidden auspices

of corporate America.
His time in the Oval Office

Confronzation: Tipras and Merke!

of the Irish people.

An important debate

These issues raised by this situation
were discussed in an important and
well attended debate in Dublin on
25 March.

The main speakers were Professor
Helena Shechan of Left Forum
and Socialist Worker editor, John
Molyneux. Both speakers emphasized
the major importance of Synizas victory
and their solidarity with the struggle
of the Greek people.

But there were also differences.
Professor Shechan spoke of her long
standing involvement and identifica-
tion with Syniza. She felt it combined
the best of the old and the new left in
Europe and was opening up the pos-

sibility of ransforming Greek society
in a way that could serve as a model
for us all.

John Molyneux said he was wor-
ried that the Syriza government was
cooperating with capitalism rather than
pursuing an anti-capitalist strategy
and quoted Finance Minister Yannis
Varoufakis's statement that it “the left
had to save capitalism from itself".

There was a full debate from the
Hoor with a number of well informed
contributions which showed how
closely people are following the situa-
tion in Greece. Everybody agreed on
the need for solidarity but one speaker
felt it was wrong to criticize Syriza in
any way because we are not Greek.

But others pointed to the difhculty of

implementing anti- austerity policies

ﬁ

.

$1 trillion 1.6 million

speriondngwa US arrests
n 010

saw a further extension of anti-
drug laws and institutions,
media scarcmongering and the
implementation of so called “zero
tolerance” policies that spread
across the nation.

These draconian effores
continued under Clinton and by
1997 the number of non-viclent
drug offenders occupying US
prison space increased cightfold
from 50,000 in 1980, to 400.000
in 1997,

Currently the US has about 5%
of the world’s population but 25%
of the world's prison population,
the world's largest.

Moreover, within this vast prison

population there is a huge over
representation of black people.
This is the legacy of decades
of draconian drugs policy left by
Nixon, Reagan and Clinton.

Crack cocaine and powder
cocaine

These leaders solidified the drug
war as part of a class war that
continues to suppress the poor and
maost disenfranchised people in the
US to this day.

The most prominent r:x:tmpir.
of this war in action, that sticks

out in my mind, is the dispariry of
sentencing between crack cocaine
users and powder cocaine users.

while not breaking with the system.

The issue of the state
Tawo main issues emerged in the discus-
sion. One was whether it is possible
for the left to "harness the power’ of
the Greek or any other capitalist state
for anti-capitalist purposes.

John Molyneux, James O Toole
and others argued against this idea
and stressed the need to mobilize the
working class from below.

Ronan Burtenshaw argued that it
was possible to use governmental power
to gradually gain more contral over
the state and the economy. Helena
Sheehan said we had to ‘stop dream-
ing of storming the Winter Palace’ [as
happened in the Russian Revolution]
because ‘there are no Winter Palaces

The Drug War is a Class War
War on Drugs

8 million

m-;ﬂ“

Crack cocaine is
pharmacologically identical to
powder cocaine, the only difference
being that the former is mostly used
by poor black people and the latter
15 used primarily by rich whites.

The sentencing disparities
between these two types of users is
EIOTITIOLS,

Prior to 2010 and the passing of
the federal Fair Sentencing Act the
disparity was as high as 100:1, with
poor blacks receiving immensely
longer sentences for crack cocaine
possession in comparison to rich
whites for possession of similar
amounts of the powder form of the
drug.

Syriza - the Struggle Goes On

. -"UJ

anymore .

Instead Syriza was working to ‘trans-
form the state’ in an anti-capitalise
direction.

The second key issue was Greek
membership of the Euro.

IF Syriza cancels the debt and imple-
ments its election programme it will
be thrown out of the Eurozone but
a large majority of the Greek people
want to stay with the Euro.

Ronan Burtenshaw spelled out what
he saw as the dire consequences of
leaving the Euro — the poverty this
would inflict on the Greek people. John
Molyneux replied that this showed that
exiting the Euro was not enough on
its oo it weas also necessary to break
with capitalism and start expropriating
the wealth of the rich.

Implications for Ireland

What is clear is that this debate will
continue on the Insh and the interna-
tional left as will the struggle between
the Troika and the Greek people.

The Troika is demanding the imple-
mentation of ‘reforms’ as a condition
for providing the Greek governments
with emergency funds but in reality
these ‘reforms’ are serious cuts to
pensions and wages; thus inHicting
even more poverty on the desperate
Gireck people.

So these issues will not go away
and they have huge implications for
Ireland. Ireland is paying €8 billion
a year interest on the bankers’ debts.

We can't have a decent society if
we keep doing that so the question
of whether or not we are prepared to
defy the Trotka and unilaterally cancel
the debt is one the left in Ireland has

L0 Answer.

The implementation of the FSA
saw this disparity fall to ‘only’ 18:1,
but the inequality still remains,.

So too do the class and racist
sentiments which are hidden under
the thin veneer of social justice
implied by the word "Fair” in this
relatively new law.

Decriminalise drugs

The World Health Organization
(WHO) published a report in July
of 2014 in which it made a number
of suggestions around the issue

of HIV prevention and treatment
and one of its most striking
recommendations was the call for
the governments of the world to
decriminalise the use of drugs.

The WHO., in an additional
technical brief stated, “In many
regions, injecting drug wse is most
prevalent among socially marginalized
young people, including those who
are orphaned, out of school, living in
extreme poverty, or living or working
on the streets.”

The report concludes,
“Detention is not treatment, and
“these approaches (criminalisation/
incarceration) infringe on human
rights,” and “there is no evidence
that they effectively treat drug
dependence.”

The jury is no longer out on the
drug war.

Responding to addiction with
savagery is not a viable solution;
it is a product of a class war being
waged by the powerful elites of
nations against their own citizenry
and it is up to us, those citizens, to
end this incffectual and brutalising
class warfare once and for all.
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Freddie Trevaskis Hoskin

THE new Liberation campaign had its
official launch on Monday 16 April. The
campaign has been set up by LGBT()

members of the SWP and their allies in

order to bring radical ideas into the cur-
rent campaign around marriage equalicy.

While aj.'m:aling a yes vote in the up-
coming referendum the campaign will also

highlight issues which have been largely

lett our of the debare such as transgender,
queer and bi issues.

The launch featured :-iJ:It':l]-:EI!'E- Ailbhe
'Sm:r'th. Eilis Mi thnn.lg;iin and Freddic
Trevaskis Hoskin. Ailbhe spoke about the
fact that while she herself would not seek

to get married it was vitally important to
win the referendum in order to protect
families who are L"!‘i.'tf-.‘.ﬂ'.ll."]:r' vulnerable. But
she also stressed we must not assume this
will solve all our pmHn:rm and need to
commit to continuing struggle.

Eilis gave an extremely interesting U.S
perspective on trans issues talking about
the extreme prevalence of hate crimes and
mental health issues in the trans com-

munity particularly with trans people of
colour. She stressed the importance of

trans issues to both feminist and LGETQ)

s.truagl-: p-mnt:lnE out ~We get there to-

gether or we don't get there acall”
Freddic spoke about how the gender

recognition bill unnecessanly medicalises

LIBERATION

|
§

For marriage equality and beyond,

trans people by forcing them to obeain
a doctor’s appmu! and discriminates
against trans children until the age of
16. They proceeded to examine the his-
tory of marriage and question whether it
should continue in a post capitalist world.

The talks were followed by an extremely
vibrant discussion from the Hoor with many
people raising concerns abour demobilisa-
tion after the referendum. It was agreed
this was one of the things the campaign
was trying to prevent and oughe to con-
tinue running after the referendum but
to bring up such questions beforchand so
they -.-.-'uulrr_‘l be in p-u:-pl-_-a heads.

There was also an interesting discussion
on how we ought to relate to that marriage

Renua Ireland’s momento

POLITICIANS are renowned for spin.
pr—;:-p:t__q.mrl.h false promises and for
dnwnright lies. When elections are in
the n:ri'Fm__q ‘Sure, that’s what you do’as
Par Rabbitre put it. :

And dearly Renua Ireland’s Lucinda
Creighton considers herself something
of a master of these particular dark arts.

Lucinda’s problem and Renua's
problem is that essentially they are a
policy free-zone. This is bBecause their
only real reason for existence is that
Lucinda and her pals were kicked out of
Fine Gael for refusing to vote, on a right
wing bigoted basis, for the woefully
inadequate Protection of Life Act last
year.

But this doesn’t deter Ms Cretin and
her Diejavu crew. What they lack in
real policies they make up for in spin,
PR and empty metaphors. And some
of the media, like the Irish Times, lend
a helping hand, describing her as “the
luminous woman in white’,

Like almost all politicians hoping for
your vote L ununm.ﬁ Lucinda promises

‘renewal’, “integnity’, ‘to keep ti:lr
promises and bring in “fresh bloed’.

A 51:-;:::[ way of testing whether or not
a policy or promise means anything is to

=

Dramatic reduction in Stamp Duty for all buyers.
Lower income tax for every taxpayer.

The Contract for a Better Ireland.

Free health insurance for all children under 16,

-1 2,200 more hospital beds.

-1 2,000 more Gardai on the streets,

-1 Your money spent well, by sacking wasteful Ministers.
1 Tougher sentences, tougher bail for criminals.

-1 Appoint Minister to take charge of immigration.

Lucinda Crﬂ:gu'.'lfan anid Enda Kenny : lest mrﬁr:gr:.

ask if it would be possible to promise the
opposite of it. Thus the promise to scrap
water charges is at least meaningful
because you could also promise to

retain them. Simihrh; a promise to riise
COTPOrAion tax would be real because
an opposing pa mr n‘ught pledge not o

raise it OF cven to l.'.I'Fr't'l' ik,

But imagine saying vote for us — we
are opposed 1o renewal and i integrity
and we are going to break our promises
and try to keep out all fresh blood.

Then there was the luminous one’s
promise to ‘govern in sunshine - as if
that meant anything at all. Actually
Lucinda if you ever get back into

fine gael

L7

government you will have govern in rain
and doud — this is Ireland not the Costa
del Sol.

One apparent exception to this was
the pl-:dg-:: to puh]jﬁh all cabinet minutes
within 48 hours. Anyone who knows
anything about how politics really
works in this and every other country

Liberation Campaign Launched

equality campaign and if it was a stepping
stone to liberation or almaost a side issue.
It was agreed that we would advocate a
yes vore in the referendum, while also
sccking to radicalize the campaign.

The Liberation campaign will publish
articles on its wordpress in relation to cur-
rent events, LGBTQ) issues and personal
accounts of LGB'I:"L:[ people. Members
will also go to various demos in order
to show solidarity and spread ideas on
radical LGBT() p-:r]ltlu.s

If you wish to get involved with the
Liberation campaign look out for them
on facebook, -;.h:...Euut their wordpress

hit Lps: hl-ﬂanunc.amy ignawordpress.com/
or Text 0872767405

truth

will know this is a promise made for the
breakin

All chat will |1.1]:|pr:n is that when Ms
{'.n:ightnn goes, as she will if she gets the
chance, into coalition with Fine Gael,
or Fianna Fail for that matter, she will
say we wanted to publish the minutes
but our coalition partners didn't agree.
Or else the minutes will be so censored
that publishing them will make no
difference.

Lucinda also says Renua stands for
‘transparency’. Brilliant! Is there are
a party, business ar organisation in
Ireland thar doesn't claim to stand for
‘transparency these days?

As it happens there was one question
on which Renua has been totally
transparent. Within hours of their
launch Renua TD Terence Flanagan
was asked on Dirive Time what Renua
would do for PAYE workers. Answer
came there none — total silence bar a
shuffling of papers.

This it has o be said was a rare
example of political honesty — a real
moment of truth.

W hat will Renua do for the workers?
Absolutely nothing!. We couldn’t have

FLL[ it hi'[tLl' IZ!lLlF‘-'nl.‘I‘."li‘."-.

‘Bog Standard’ Beades and New Land League

Michael Wallsce

WHAT happens when you get a
tiny bunch of property speculators
masquerading as activists standing
guard in front of a vast mansion to
defend a multi-millionaire property
speculator from repossession?

t the ‘New Irish Land
League, an ex-billionaire poster child
for Celtic Tiger excess and a bizarre
character straight out of the pages of
a Ross (' Carroll Kelly novel called
Jerry Beades.

After a failed Supreme Court
attempt to halt a repossession order
over unpaid debts of €71 million,
Dublin wyer and property tycoon
Brian 0" Donnell barricaded himself
into his luxury home at Gorse Hill in
Killincy. He also has a second home in
the UK.

The media descended in a frenzied
horde to cover the plight of the super-

rich and were confronted by members

of the New Land League and their
|tad1:r,jc:r Beades.

Bea :clan:d himselfa’ gﬂnd
fricnd’, representative and defender
of the O Donnell familf. This was
followed by an interview on the
Vincent Browne show where Beades
described O'Donnell’s seven million
curo mansion as ‘bog standard’ and
‘simplistic.

This ‘bog standard’ palace contains
an indoor gym and sauna, outdoor
tennis court and swimming pool, sits

on a 9,000 sq fr property and was once
valued at €30 million.

Used as collateral to get multi-million
loans for O'Donnell’s property empire,
it is a perfect example of the greed and
arrogance of the Irish rich at the height

Jerry Beades and Gorse Hill:'Its just a bog-standard bome!

of the Celtic Tiger.
As cager new crusaders for the hard-

Euﬁ:d super-wealthy, jﬂ'ry Beades and

is “Mew Land Were [ow centre-

stage. But where did they come from?
Beades and Bertie

Jerry Beades is a millionaire
developer and property speculator,
a former member of the Fianna Fail
national executive and was a close

associate of Bertic Aherne when he was

Taoiscach.

He has also run up a string of
debts himself from money loaned
to him for property development
during the Celtic Tiger and owes
nearly €20 million to various banks,
Little wonder he'’s sympathetic to the
O'Donnells!

In 2013, Beades aittmpl:cdtn set up
‘Fianna Fail Nua' (New Fianna Fail)
but it didn't take off the ground se he
sct up the New Land Leaguc instead.

At its launch, Beades cdlaimed the
Mew Land League would intervenc and
mount peaceful pickets at ‘any” family
home being repossessed by the banks.

“A lot nfﬂp-;:‘p[t are in all sorts of

destitution we aim to be a voice

of the people,” said the former FF
supremo. Incredibly, the New Land
League claims to be a successor to the
original 19" century Land League of
Michael Davitt, a radical movement
that prevented landlords from cvicting

poor tenant farmers from their tiny
scraps of land.

Events at Gorse Hill have since
ﬂpﬂ!td this historical link as a frand..

Real Victims of Austerity
There are 49,000 familics in danger
of losing their homes and 1,000 homes
a month are facing reposscssion at the
hands of the same banks we bailed out.
Hundreds of familics arc also being
thrown onto the streets in the private

rented sector.

While Beades and his buddies
focused on tl:fcnd.ing millionaires,
219 repossession cases app:an:tl before
Limerick County Courthousc in a
siﬂ.gh: da]r'.

Among the victims was Ger
Loncrgan, a father of two that tock
out a mortgage of 33,000 in 1995 to
buy the home he was born in. He
reduced the loan to 3,500 :z the time
be became ill in 2007, le to work,
he was diagnosed with cancer last
October.

Permanent TSE, the 99%
governmeni-owned bank, filed for
repossession over a 32,000 debt
that had arisen as a result of interest
and penaltics. Mr. Lonergan broke
down as he described the horrendous

spect of homelessness for himself,
I:mmfc and two children. He begins
chemotherapy treatment shortly.

Jerry Beades does not represent
Ger Lonergan and the many ordinary
victims nfau:trrrty This Fianna
Failer and property developer is part
of the p:n]:Eeanntrqrtht mluI:mn I;md
thanks to their antics in ]{iﬂinqr,
we hope Beades and his New Land
League's will receive the ridicule they

dtﬁl‘m.




Socialist Worker

ocialist ', Worke

Shaun Harkin

he March 13 public secror strike

succeeded in bringing much of the

North to a standstill. Workers joined
large rallies in Belfast, Dierry, Omagh,
Strabane, Enniskillen, Magherafelt, Wewry,
Drungannon and Cookstown,

The Belfast Telegraph reported 50,000
transport, civil service, education and health
workers participated on picket lines and
up to 500 schools were closed.

Ambulance workers were blocked from
striking when management activated a Jast
minute emergency procedure,

Public sector unions were joined at the
marches and rallies by many mppnrnm,
their strike action JDLJ'.J:.‘III'H:'_ COMMUnItY
organisations, private sector Lnion members
and students.

The successful strikes and mass mo-
bilisations demonstrate the willingness to
challenge austerity and the potential for
the struggle against cuts to unite working
class communities.

Sinn Fein U-turn

In the week En.mﬂmq up tin the da'n.'ui action
Sinn Fein reversed their pnkltmn O SUPPrt
for Tor- mspm:d Welfare Reform. Sinn Fein
claim their U-turn results from a failure
of “good will” by their DUP Stormont
Executive partner.

However, its very clear Sinn Fein's sup-
port for the lﬁn:nrmr.nnt House Agreement
undercut the party’s declared opposition to
austerity MNorth and South n}j‘ border.

An Phoblacht, Sinn Fein's NEWSpApEr
claimed the strike and rallies were against
“Westminster cuts and on of their Belfast
City Councillors complained "Some lazy
np-:u:-..h.n at the rally in Hl’.H"h[ today: Sack -;:-f
union leaders conde mning every p-ahw.n]
party as if they .1” share the same ideology
and policies. ..

Sinn Feins I."i."r":]'.'n.’ll. on Welfare Reform is
holding up implementation of the Stormont
Agreement for the time-being, However, it's
widely expected that a "deal” will be struck
on the Welfare issue.. This will possibly
allow Sinn Fein to save some face Ameng
those backing the party Morth and South
on the basis of opposition to austerity.

More than Welfare
MNevertheless, Welfare Reform is simply one
aspect of the .Lnri-wcnking class measures
included in the Stormont Agreement.

The agreement still indudes 20,004 job
losses, cuts th ruughuut the Morth to des-
perately necded services and the reduction
of the Corporate tax rate.

The agrecment also lays the basis for the
further privatisation of puhhn.. services and
the selling off of public assets.

These policies are all designed to at-
tract corporate investment and force
people to accept low-wage zero-contract
type employment.

Indeed, this is why the Northern
Commiteee of the Irish Congress of Trade
Unions called for across the board serike

In the North:

From March 13
to May Day

o
i
L

March 13 in Belfast

action and dedlared its uurright opposition
to the agrecment.

This 15 the first time the NC ICT1 has
aggressively opposed agreements arranged by
Stormont Executive -j—ﬁplt-;. being warned it
would threaten peace process institutions.

ICTU mixed messages
YET, the ICTU leaderships mixed messages
on Sinn Fein's role will have impliu..uic:-m
for how the ight develops in the North.
hp-..LLlng at the Sinn Fein Ard Fheis
in Derry before the March 13th action,
ICTU President John Douglas said he
looked forward to working with Sinn Féin
in government “both North & South” next
year.

Trade union leaders should not go easy
on political ].'I.:ij'tlf..“i who are Ih:.mn-_.ﬂl'.'
committed to opposing austerity bt u11p5-:-
ment it in practice.

What's clear is that a one-day serike will
not be enough to stop Stormont from im-
plu. m-:ntmg austerity. Much more strike
action and protests are needed. Socialist
Worker talked to many workers on picket
lines who were clear on their reasons for
hn:illg on strike but not on what should

COME Next.

Workers feared there would be a repeat
of the 2011 pension struggle when union
leaders caved despite a massive strike and
a mandate to spread the struggle, The
Stormont Executive is committed o years
of austerity and their plans will only be
derailed if unions escalate plans for action
in the coming weeks and months.

Build the momeantum

Public sector workers are under tremendous
pressine from staff reductions, 5p-:-:'|:l-up5
and constant demonisation.

The campaign for the March 13th Day
of Action and the successful strike has lifted
the confidence of union members and pro-
vided a sense of our collective power. Bur
the momentum must now be built upon.

Further strike action must be planned
and there must be a '.'r'i”ir'gnem to spread it
beyond one-day actions -:I-:splr-:. SCAMCMION-
e nng by Stormont partics and the media.

ek trucial for o beidens o plan ac-
tion now but we should not wait to start
campaigns against the cuts, People Before
Proht in Dierry has initiated a Day of Action
Against Austerity on Saturday April 18th

in the city centre.

The Irish MNational Teachers Organisation
(INTO) announced that its members will
begin actions “short of a strike” at the System
Level and School Level following the Easter
brealk.

NIPSAs General Coundl voted to make
May 1st the next day of strike action across
the Worth. The proposal for strike action
on May Day will now o to MIPSAS execu-
tive committes for nppmml and if p.a:::u:d
there onto the ICTU for endorsement.
UNISON and other unions are dut‘iding
on what to do next in the coming weck.

Protest and politics
We should support all protests against the
cuts and back proposals for strike action.

Union members should campaign in
their own unions to support campaigns
against cuts and to win their unions to
taking industrial action.

]|1ii';irlu.ll unions should not be left to
hight alone; a coordinated response by all
the unions will have the greatest impact
and increases our ability to push Stormont
to [EVErse COUrse.

The Westminster clection campaign is

now in full swing. By planning action and
building on the owerful rurn-out on March
| 3th we can make our anti-austenty message
central to puli[i-::ai discussions, encourage
all those who oppose to feel they can take
action, and, to put further pressure on the
Stormont Executiee,

More so0, coordinated mass mobilisations
and strike action across the North during
the Westminster election will send a mes-
sage 1:-f.~m|id.3ri:}' to workers and unions in
Britain and encou rage them to take action
against Curs and reject parties -:mhr:n:ing
austerity politics.

We need to combine industrial and po-
litical action against the austenity. People
Before Profit B]fﬂ:in City Cou ncillor, Caerry
Carroll, is :t.1|1-.’|m5 for Westminster in West
Belfast on an anti-austerity platform [See
interview with Gerry on I3,

MNow we have an 'uppurtunin' bo cam-
paign for strike action and vote ag; ainst
Westminster and Stormont austerity.

KEEP UP
THE PRESSURE!
BUILD THE REVOLT!



