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Beat the Bigots - Vote Yes

n the 22 May what Ireland needs is a
O resounding YES vote in the Marriage
Equality Referendum.

The NO campaigners are doing their best to
sound sympathetic and tolerant - %hey only care
about the children you know — but the truth is
a No vote would be a victory for every bigot,
homophobe, sexist reactionary and Catholic
fundamentalist.

It would leave every lesbian or gay person
knowing they were being discriminated against
and that despite the rhetoric were still far from
equal in 21st century Ireland.

It would also be a setback for every progres-
sive cause, every minority group and all of the
left in the country.

And it would not just be a question of Ireland.
The legalisation of same-sex marriage is spread-
ing internationally. Defeat in Ireland would be
held up as a beacon by the religious right and
the homophobes from Mississippi to I'»%u:uscn:nw.

Knowing full well that the majority of Irish
people having nothing against LGBET people
marrying the No campaign have deliberately
set out to confuse peuplegh}' saying the refer-
endum is really about children’s rights to have
a mother and tather.

Hypocritical

It the referendum is passed, there will be
children born in this country who will never
experience a mother’s love. wrote Breda O'Brien
of the lona Institute in the Irish Times (21/4/15).

This is deeply hypocritical because in reality
it was the religious right and bigots who forcibly
separated so many children from their parents
for so long, along with confining young mothers
to the Magdalen Laundries, denouncing them

er since the explosion of mass resistance
Ecrn the streets of Dublin last autumn the
povernment has known it was in deep trouble
over water charges. They are still in deep trouble.

Irish Water keeps putting a brave face on its
programme of meter inst:a]ﬁ:tiun. ludicrously
claiming it is ‘ahead of schedule, but the truth is this
programme has faced determined and successful
resistance. In numerous areas not a single meter has
been installed.

And then there is the crucial question of
non-payment. It is clear that faced with mass non-
payment by even a large minority, never mind a
majority, Irish Water and the government will be in
a major crisis.

This is why both the government and Irish Water
are resorting to crude bullying, They are desperate
and they are panicking. But we should not panic -
our position is strong,

an Kelly is making threats about plans to
introduce Fast-track’ courts to deal with non-payers.
He needs them to be ‘fast-track’ because he knows
hes poing to face mass non-payment. But the truth
18 however fast his special courts are they will only
scratch the surface of the hundreds of thousands
who aren't going to pay.

And every court case will be a potential flashpoint
for protest and defiance by the movement.

Garda aggression

Another sign of the establishment panic has
been random acts of Garda aggression against water
meter protestors.

For example on Parnell Rd near Harolds Cross
last week the Garda, after weeks of a hands off
approach to local communities, suddenly went in

hard and arrested 15 peacetul resisters including
Joan Caollins TD and Clir Pat Dunne.
The Gardai were particularly vicious to one
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from pulpits and forcing them to emigrate.
But it is also a completely false argument be-
cause peoples right to marry cannot possibly be
made dependent on some test of their alleged
ability to be ideal parents.
In reality there is lots of research to show
that children reared by same-sex parents are

not disadvantaged.

Twisted

But even if this were not so it would be a
twisted argument.

Unless, of course, the no campaign wants to
argue that poor people — whose children ARE

Beat the Bullies - Don’t Pay!

disadvantaged compared the children of the
middle classes — should not be allowed to marry.

Or perhaps the No campaigners want the
working classes to be obliged to practice
contraception?

In tact the moment you substitute ANY other
group - black people, Catholics, Protestants,
Jews , whoever - g]' lesbians and gays in this
argument the outrageous bigotry involved in
denying the right to marr%' becomes clear.

And the real position of the Iona Institute and
Breda O'Brien was revealed in an interview she
did with Niamh Horan, when she said ‘if gays
want to live a Christian way of life, like all un-
married couples, they should abstain from sex!

In other words all the talk about children is a
diversion injected into the debate by people who
never campaign over childrens real needs - like
not to be in poverty, to decent housing, health
care and education - but only about clinging
on to their old prejudices.

The truth is this referendum is about one
thing: Eu:]fuaiir}r.

Even it personally you disagree with marriage
and have no desire to get married you should
still vote YES because this is about equal rights
and an end to discrimination.

Even if you hate the government and all its
works from the bail-out to the water charges
you should still vote YES because this about
equality.

Same sex marriage is gaining ground across
the world. It is now legal in countries as diverse
as Argentina, Brazil, Canada, Portugal, South
Africa and Uruguay and in 38 US states from
Alaska to Flm'is:l via Vermont and Missouri
along with 22 Native American tribal jurisdic-
tions. Ireland should join them.

protestor, Sofian Martin. Sofian recounts how "They
threw me to the ground, pepper sprayed me in the
face, handcuifed me very tightly and also verbally
ahuse-inw in the station, as well as confiscating my
camera.

Violet Rankin, who lives on Parnell Rd.,
witnessed this attack which she described as
*horrific’ and also noted how the gardai ‘roughly
manhandled a woman on the protest. Violet was
so appalled by what she saw that she immediately
joined the protest,

However, if the attack was an attempt to
intimidate or deter the resistance it was a complete
tailure.

The community responded with a strong
demonstration in the evening which marched from
Sundrive Garda Station to Crumlin Station and
there was a big turnout at the protest next morning.
Irish Water, by contrast, was nowhere to be seen and
have not so far returned.

Standing firm and staying stro

What thtﬁpi,mde reinfc:r-:?gltﬁmpnrmlﬁ of
communities standing firmly together. Between now
and the next general election it is certain that the
Government and Irish Water will come up with all
sorts of threats, manoeuvres and dirty tricks to try to
break the movement. But if we stay strong they won't
win and the water charpes will founder on the rock of
non-payment.

Particularly important as parts of this are local
street meetings to organise the boycott and the
development of a strong radical political alternative
to challenge the pro- austerity parties at the election.
[See Towards Left Unity — New Statement, p.3].

Lastly, anyone considering what to do should
simply check out the Irish Rich List, published
Sunday 26 April, which shows that in ‘Austerity
Ireland’ the total wealth of Ireland’s 250 richest is
now £54.7 billion , up a staggering 15.9% on last year
- and DON'T PAY!
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AS Socialist Worker goes
to press the Denis 0°Brien
Siteservscandal is growing
by the day.

As a reswlt of persistent
gquestioning by Kathleen
Murphy TD more informa-
tion about this dodgy deal
is coming out and demands
for a full public inguiry are
mo unting. Enda and Co. are
clearly on the back fool

But the story is not new.
We reprint here the report
on the scandal posted by
Socialist Worker's KIERAN
ALLEN three years ago on
17 May 2012,

ine Gael's favourite busi-
Fnt-ss.ma n, Denis (V' Brien,

has moved into the water
metering business. The move
comes ahead of a new offensive
by the government to meter as
many houses as possible betore
charging for water.

(" Brien paid €45 million to
take control of Siteserv, a com-
pany which has been described
as an ‘infrastructure and utili-
ties support services business.
But one its divisions is in civil
engineering and includes ‘water
networks rehabilitation / water
meters.

(¥ Briens deal has already run
into considerable controversy.

The company had reported
debts of €144 million and one
of its chief lenders was Anglo-
Irish bank.

This toxic bank, which has
swallowed up over €29 billion
from the taxes of Irish people,
agreed to write off debt to facili-
tate the purchase by ' Brien.
It is believed that just over €100
million was written off.

Siteserv itself describes what
happened,

‘Anglo Irish or IBRC agreed
to accept payment of an amount
which is less than the full amount
owed by the Group.

“Without this agreement from
[BRC the proposed disposal would
not be capable of implementation

Omwen MoCormack
SIPTU, Dublin Bus driver

us workers are absolutely
Brigl:lt to strike ower the NTA
(National Transport Authority)
proposal to tender out 10% of
Dublin Bus and Bus Eireann routes..

Despite N TA claims that this isn't
privatisation it means private compa-
nies will be handed routes currenthy
operated by the semi state companies
and even handed the buses that are
currently owned by the state.

The NTAs claims that they will
guarantee drivers conditions as they
are forced to move to a new private
company are totally false. In reality
drivers will have NO guarantee of long
term conditions, rights, or rosters.
Pension schemes and conditions like
medical and travel facilitics will be
inder threat as well,

The entire purpose of the competi-

Dhenis O Brien and Enda Kenny

and it is likely that Shareholders
would not have realised any return
on their investment,

But this only begs the question:
why should shareholders of an
indebted company ‘get a return
on their investment when they
owed millions to a state owned
bank?

The total pay out to share-
holders of Siteserv amounts to
approndmately €5 million. But why
was this money not Ignthere::i in to
help pay off Anglo's debt?

Other aspects of the deal are
equally intriguing.

Rival
A rival French company, Altrad,
has claimed that it was denied
an opportunity to make an offer
tor Siteserv even though it was
prepared to pay €60 million for
the company.

Ome of its senior executives
even attended a recent Siteserv
shareholders meeting to inform

the gathering that they had been
kept in the dark about the deal.

“Right the way through January
and the middle of March we were
told very clearly... the company
was not for sale. .. and don't worry,
if there was anything coming out
I'll come and talk about it” Mr
Neilson, the Altrad executive said.
They never heard back.

Siteserv’s main line of busi-
ness has been to rely on state
contracts. One of its brand com-
panies, Sierra, has already received
considerable money from the ESB
and Bord Gais.

O’ Brien will now be hop-
ing that profits can be made for
his new acquisition from water
metering,

Up to €1 billion of state money
is due to be invested in private
meters. This is money that could
have been much better used to
fix the leaking pipe system which
looses up to 4[!%& of treated water.

But metering makes way for

rivatisation — and more profits
or the likes of O Brien.

Which is why Fine Gael and

its former chief fundraiser, and

current em‘il:n-nment Minister,
Phil Hogan, like it best.

0’ Brien’'s links with
Fine Gael

Between March 1995 and June
1996 Denis O Brien (or one of
his companies) supported 14 Fine
(Gael fund raising events at which
£22.140 was handed over to the
party either personally of through
a corporate vehicle.

Last year the Mortarity tribunal,
which was set up to investigate
ﬁaj'ments to politicians found that

ir O'Brien made or facilitated
payments to Michael Lowry (a
tormer FG minister) of a com-
bined £572,000 and supported a
loan for a further €503,000 and
observed.

“It is beyond doubt that...Mr
Lowry imparted substantive
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tive tendering process is to hammer
unionised workers pay and conditions
gnd introduce the kind of working
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conditions and rosters common in the
privale non-union transport sector.
This is what the Fine Gael Minister

O'Donoghue is talking about when
he says he wants to see “‘competitive
tension” in the bus "market”.

The Siteserv scandal retums

information to Mr OBrien, of
significant value and assistance
to him in securing a Telecom’s
licence.

Dhespite this O Briens connec-
tions with Fine Gael continue to
this day. Enda Kenny recently ap-
peared with him at the New York
Stock Exchange and has defended
his participation in other forums.

Unperturbed by any criti-
cism O Brien has recently been
attempting to gain control of the
media.

M To this it can now be added
that the Siteservdeal is part

of a pattern. In recent years
Denis 0'Brien has also re-
ceived write downs when
buying Topaz and the Beacon
Hospital. No wonder he'’s one
of Ireland richest capitalis bs,
whose fortune has risen mas-
sively during the austerty
Years.

I'he Government plan to hand
over 10% will not end there. While
Labouir is daiming their inflience in
Government has 5l-|.1:lF|F‘i'I.I any further
privatisation, the reality is this tranche
of routes will be just the first if the
MWTA succeed in this plan. They will
move to tender out other routes by
201% and use the same justifications
- EU laws and greater efficiency - for
doing so.

In fact the proposals will do noth-
ing for public transport; not a single
extra bus or journcy will be added
to public transport in Dublin or the
South East

All that will happen is a private
company employing drivers on re-
duced rales and conditions will operate
the routes with state subsidies being
diverted to the sharcholders and own-
ers of the private company.

Ihe miove is part of the privatisation
and neoliberal policy’s beloved by Fine

Did You
Know?

The world s supersich
*lud between 521

trillion and 532 trillicn
of wealth hidden in tax
havens by the end of 20010,

This astoundimg figare is
larger than the combined
wealth of the United States
and lapan, and ap te 5250
billior in kost tax revenues.

The global elites involved
in this massive tax fraud are
less than 10 million pecple,
or just 0.14% of the glokal
pepulation.

A perfect example of the
criminal nature of capitalism
ag poverty and inegoality
explodes across the world.

There were 43
*milﬁln people lving
in poverty in the WS
in 2003, The number of
puor pecple in the world's
weakthie st capitalist courtry
15 now at ks highest levels
in the 32 years since
poverty statistics were first
pubhished.

The vast majonty of
lowdncome Amencans are
surviving on food stamps.

In cortrast, US military
gpending for 2006 will ke
$756.6 billion.

The Amencan ralin g class
prefers to waste billions on
fightin g ther bratal wars and
ignore growing poverty and
hurnger in the States.

Halfthe world s
*[npihﬁﬁn,i‘hut
billien people, is

existing on less than 52.50
adap.

The UN Foed and
Agricalture Drganization
estimates akout 500 millivn
people, or one im nine on the
planet, were suffenng from
chroric hin ger between
2012 and 2014.

Children are the main
victims. The total number
of children that die due to
poverty, and ilicesses caused
by malnutrtion, is 22,000
every day. That's 7.7 millior
children dying needle ssly
each year while the rich
hoard obscene weakth.
Capitalism is a genocidal
killer.

Bus workers are right to strike

Gael and Fianna Fail and disgracefully
supported by the Labour Party. The
M TA claims it condiicled research that
proves the tendering policy works and
cites a report it paid Ernst and Young
to conduct. Ernst & Young are the
consultants who gave Anglo Irish
Banks a glowing report before they
destroved the economy.

Bus workeers strike plans have rat-
tled this government.

They can stop the privatisation of
these routes by a sustained campaign
of industrial action and a wider cam-
paign against the privatisation agenda.
Such a fight can win support from
the wider labour movement and give
heart to many workers o resist similar
attacks in their workplaces.

Busworkers can bring the spirit
of the water charges campaign into
the labour movement and help roll
back years of austerity and anti-worker
Mmeasiires,
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ocialist Worker in-
terviewed a number
of anti-water charges
campaigners on their
attitude to thEaME:rriigc Equal-
ity referendum and found
strong support for a YES vote.
B Councillor jpuhu Lyvons of
People Before Profit who has
played a major role in the move-
ment on Dublins north side
made a call for a YES vote from
the platform at the large Bin the
Bills Demonstration on the 18
April

He said he did so because he
was ‘conscious of the fact that
ﬂ.n%ﬂ' at the government might
lead some people to vote no or
abstain.

“We need to vote in favour of
progressive lepislation as one
step along the road to making
Ireland a society of equals’.

M Kay Larry from Ayrfield and
Rathvale Against Water Charg-
es said, T am confident the large
majority of anti-water Chl-_'I.I'Et‘S
campaigners will vote YES be-
cause they are intelligent people
who arent just anti-government
but can tell the difference be-
tween a good policy and a bad
licy.

‘All the children of the nation

should be treated equally’.
M Macve Kennedy from Don-
neycarney and Kilester Says
Mo to Watercharges said ‘Tt is
imperative we vote YES to show
equality for all.

By voting no you are dis-
criminating against a section ot
the commumnity’,

Freddie Trevaskis Hoskin ; Liberation
Campakgn

There has been much discussion
lately on the issue of marriage
equality and before I say any more
let me make it clear that I am of
course campaigning tor a YES vote.
However it seems to me that
the discussions around marriage
equality have become the only
discussions that many LG
activists are having; this isa
problem. We should not assume
marriage equality is the only
LGBT() issue and guard against
tacitly accepting it as our end goal.
[t is important to look at those
issues which are being pushed
to the side as the em]:ﬁusi,s- Is
placed on marriage equality.
The most obvious example here
s trans people. The recent lon
overdue Gender Recognition Eill
is essentially not fit for purpose.
This bill continues to medicalise

i
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Jolns Lyons calling for Yes vote at Bin Your Bills demo

BMAnd  Samantha  Byrne,
who has also campaigned as a
Home Help added, ‘Society has
changed and we need to be ac-
cepting of this.

“There is no justification for
discrimination’,
H Gino Kenn from
Clondalkin Meter Watch said,
‘Water charges have been the
cutting edge of a major move-
ment against austerity and this
has really politicised people.

“The idea of equality has been

trans people by forcing them to
obtain a doctor's approval before
transitionin

The bill also discriminates
against trans children, forcing them
to wait until they are 16 before they
may transition and even then only
with parents consent.

This forces people to go
through the harrowing experience
of a puberty at odds with their
identity which would have been
easily preventable with hormone
5uppres;mts. Y

Genderqueer . those w
identify #ﬂjﬁeikhegm—: nor female
have no recourse to have their
non-binary gender recognised and
it seems unlikely that they will any
time soon.

Bi-phobia and bi-erasure are still
prevalent and rarely talked about
with bi-people being discriminated
against in both straight and gay
circles along with I:réls-sxuu.lit{' being
consistently written out by the

central to that. A YES vote is es-
sential’
M Anna Doyle from Wicklow
Meter Watch felt passionately
about the issue, ‘Because I've
seen. too many people forced
to leave the country because of
their sexuality.

“We need equality and accep-
tance of everyone',
B Brendon Condron, a cam-
paigner with Crumlin Says No,
insisted, ‘It’s about time. Equal-
ity is not just about men and

media. _

These are just a handful of
issues that will not be solved on
May 22 It is important also to
take a serious look at marriage,
its origins and role in society as
a whole. Throughout much ot
history marriage was an extremely
oppressive institution which
enshrined the wife as property of
the husband.

Married women had few legal
rights and their economic position
was entirely af the behest of their
husband.

After the victories of earlier
feminism marrage has become
a more equal institution but not
an unproblematic one, Marriage
remains an institution based largely
on economic dependency with
taxes, childcare and other things
factored in. ]

This is problematic for a
number of reasons: those who
do not fit into the structure of

1
-

women or black and white - its
equality for all! I'll be voting
’I'LES'.

M Shay I'Estrange, also from
the Crumlin campaign, saw
a direct link between the wa-
ter charges movement and the
marriage equality issue:

“Just as the fight against wa-
ter charges :m%l privatisation
has been engaged in as part of a
drive to secure a fair and equal
soclety for all, a YES vote will
also strike a blow for a fair and

Beyond marriage equality

marriage are excluded from certain
economic benefits and those who
may desperately need them can
sometimes be forced into the
institution,

Along with this the movement
of repn:%u-:tinn and childcare into
the private sphere of marriage has
become the normy, thus leaving
others such as single parents ina
very difficult position they would
not be in if we had socialised
childcare. So marriage is not the
pinnacle of sexual liberation.

The problem with fighting for
legal equality is that you have to
ﬁa]ght for rights equal to those that

ready exist.

This is a system that has been
based on straight capitalist ideas
of justice. If we wish to attain
liberation it will be necessary not
just to fight for reforms but to
challenge the system as whole. Two
key points here are social liberation

and economic liberation.

I-Water Charges
campaigners say YES

equal society for all, irrespec-
tive of their sexuality.

M Deirdre Wadding of Right-
IWater Wexford and a People
Before Profit Councillor inchud-
ed a point for those who don't
want to marry at all.

“Use your vote to give all cou-
ples the same range of options
under the law. If you don't be-
lieve in marriage, don't marry.

‘I you hate the government
don't use that to punish our
LGBTQ brothers and sisters.

Even if the marriage
equality referendum passes,
which it hopefully will,
homophobia will not go
away. Ohur ability to live and
interact in the world will
still be limited by hatred and
discrimination. [f we wish
to change this we must look
at the root causes of homophobia,
feelings of powerlessness and
alienation m society.

These cause people to lash out
arainst others in order to feel a
sense of control

[nstead of just trying to stop
them lashing out at us and
having these teelings once more
misdirected we must chan
society in such a way that all
people feel they are participating
meaningfully in it.

This would mean a radical
extension of democracy and
tackling social isues which affect
EVEryone.

Towards Left Unity - New Statement

n May 1 and June
13 the Trade
Unions involved in

Right2Water are hosting
conferences to discuss a new
political initiative.

A recent survey by
Dr Rory Hearne from
Maynooth indicates that
there would strong popular
support for a new politi-

cal formation linked to the
water charges campaign and
to the left of Sinn Fein.

In advance of the confer-
ences le Before Profit,
the Anti- Austerity Alliance,
Brendan Young, Eddie
Conlon and nﬁl&r independ-
ent lefts are planning to issue
a statement welcoming this
development and setting out

the principles which they
would like to see form the
basis for any new left alliance
or formation.

They stress the need for the
process of developing a new

itical platform to be open,
ic and participatory

rather than just based on in-
vitations from above.

They say it needs to

complement the anti-water
charges campaign not re-
place it and to retain an
emphasis on struggle from
below not just winning seats.
It should commit openly
to non-payment of the water
charges and adopt a princi-
pled a.nti—austeri#z]?nsitinn.
This includes ruling out

coalition with Fine Gael,

Labour or Fianna Fail and
rejecting the bank-bailout
debt with a willingness to
take unilateral action to re-
pudiate it.

It should support public
investment to meet the needs
of ordinary people, envi-
ronmental protection and
provide proper jobs.

They argue the new forma-

All people of the nation must be
iwen the same legal rights’

And Derck Mac an Ukcaire

of Drimnagh Against the Wa-
ter Tax is also skeptical about
the institution of marriage but
saw the need for a YES vote. °If
people are fool enough to get
married , no one should say
they can't’
M Ocin DeBhairduin of the
Irish Traveller Movement put
the whole issue in a wider his-
torical and human context:

‘In essence its about two
things:

“The first 1s the legal standing
and form of marriage, remov-
ing it from a somewhat archaic
divisionary device to an em-
bracing legal contract, not on
the basis of sex, but on the indi-
vidual wills of two people.

“The second is creating actu-
alised equality.

“The equality that challenges
our assumption around genger
performance and outdated stat-
ic roles, the equality that seeks
to be realised in aﬁ aspects of
our society, regardless of gen-
der or personal orientation and
identity.

‘On the 22nd of May we
have an opportunity, a real op-
portunity, one that will ec
to the generations to come as
resoundingly as it will in our
rising youth and long margin-
m]lseﬁ peers, to move beyond
the passive gift of tolerance but
to the wonderful and all too
human act of celebration. Love
matters.

LIBERATION

We must also look at economic
liberation. What is the point
in being free to practice our
sexuality if we are so constricted by
economics that we have no time to
enxcplore o enjoy it?

I we wish to have asociety
where people can really live how
they choose we must make humans
and human experience our priority
rather than everything simply
serving the needs of profit

For more articles visit https//
liberationcampaign wordpress.
comy

Or to get involved find us on
Facebook or text 0872767405

tion should also commit to
campaigning for democratic

ights, including marriage
eqnﬁalit}r and relfea] of t:% §th
Amendment and reject rac-
ism and the scapegoating of
minority groups.

The statement will also
stress the massive opportu-
nity opening up tor the left
in the present situation.
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John Molyneusx

Seanie FitzPatvick - one af onr onm?

“We should look after
our own first”

This is a commonly
expressed sentiment.
On the face ofit, it
sounds like common
sense. And alseo
there’s a way in which
we don't have much
choice about it.

We can look after our
children or our parents
but we can't, at least
not personally, look
after all children or all
old people and so on.

But there's also a
serious problem with
this.. Kwe are abvays
looking after our own
first then there those
who are not ‘our own’
will never get looked
after at all. They will
just be left to die
homeless in doorways,
to starve in Galoutta
or drowin in the
Mediterranean — and
that's not 0K either.

Soin dealing
with this idea the
first thing we have
to do is distinguish
betweean what we
can do personally, as
individuals, and what
tan and should be
done as a society, as
public policy.

A5 individuals we
can be kind but we
can't alltake homeless
peaple into our houses.
But we can and
should have a society
that provides decent
housing for all. We
tan and should have
asocietythat doesn’t
abandon a whole layer
of the population to
deprivation.

Clearky this is far
from the case in
Ireland today and far
from the case in the
world today.

Who are “our own’?

Then there's
another question and
that is who do we
mean by our own'?
ftcould mean just
our immediate family
ordoes it mean our
neighbours? And where
do ourneighbours
begin and end? Is it our
street, our village, our
grea, ourtown? Oris it
QUF &ountry?

Betually ong of the
main ways in which
Tooking after our own’
is used today is to refer
1o ‘the Irsh people” or
“the Irish natien’. In this
use of the phrase “our
own’ are contrasted
1o Foreigners” be they
the poor of Bfrica or
migrant wWarkers in
Dublin, or refugees
fleeing war and
disaster.

And, of course, the
same thing is said in
Bmerica or Britain or
Framee or Russia ete.

This is & view of the
world which socialists
challenge. It sees the
main division of the
world as being between
different nations and
nationalities and it
SUEgests OF ASSUMEes
that allthe people of a
particular nation share
a commaon interast.

The recent history
of Ireland - and
everywhere else -
shows this is not the
Case.

Golden Circle

Enda Kenny and the
Golden Gircle wiho run
Ireland do not have
the same interests as
the ordinary people of
Dublin, Waterford or
Cork - and they dont
EOVErn in our interests
either.

The 1% of
millienaires and
billionaires on Wall 5t
and in Washington who
rule America don't have
the same interest as
the poor of Washington
DC orthe black people
of Ferguson orthe
workers of Wisconsin.

David Cameron
and his cabinet of old
Etonians in Britain
don't govern in the
interests of their “own’
people in Tottenfham or
Hackney, never mind
Burnley or Neweastle.

Them and us

The simple fact is
that im terms of [ving
standards and life style
- and frequenthyin
attitudes a5 well - Irish
‘ordinany’ i.e.waorking

class people have
much more in common
with working people
from Greece or Poland,
MNigeria or North Afric a
than they do with

Denis O'Brien, David
Drumm, Enda Kenny
ar Bertie Bherne. And
ordinary Toreigners’
from Greete arthe
Middle East have more
in commaon with [rish
working people than
they do with the fat
cats who rule their
countries.

Mot onby do we have
similar lving standards
butwe also have the
same basic interests.
CQurrulers and bosses
dont want us 1o see
this. They want us 1o
see working people
of other countries as
rivals 5o that we work
harder for less pay
in order to compete
with them and in the
process increase their
profits.

The rulers and
bosses of other
countries want their
workers to do the
same, 50 we all race to
the battom while they
race tothe top. The rich
want us to undercut
each other 50 that they
can enrich themsehves.

In fact, if warkers
in Chinese factories
get wage intreases
or migrant workers
in Irefand get decent
pay this will benefit all
workers evenahere.
Similarly if the people
of Greece are sble to
resist the Troika and
get & debtwrite down
this will help us do the
same.

This is why socialists
regard working people
of all countries as “our
aWn’, 85 our 5isters
and brothers, and the
bosses, capitalists
and exploiters of all
countries as not ‘our
own’ but our enemies.
This is whyywe are
intemationalists not
nationalists and why
Marx's hasic slogan
was Workers of the
world unitel’.

Drovghtin Califormia
reland has enjoved a relatively quiet win-
I ter but in early 2014, the country was
lashed by extreme storms that caused
record tides, severe flonding and damage
to homes and lives.

While these storms have receded for
now, other parts of the world are being
hammered by extreme weather directly
linked to a warming planet. Extreme
weather events are 2 major consequence
of climate change, and they are becoming
more frequent, powerful and erratic.

Series of disasters

In February 2014 the UK was hit by dev-
astating floods resulting from the heaviest
winter rainfall in 248 vears. In the same
month Tokyo was hit by the worst snow
storm in 45 years .

In March, the South Pacific islands of
Vanuatu were devastated by one of the most
powerful storms in history. A massive cy-
clone flattened 90% of all buildings leaving
24 people dead and 3,000 more homeless.

arch also saw mudilows and flash
floods in the worlds driest desert. A freak

rainstorm dumped seven years worth of
water in just 24 hours onto the Atacama
Desert in northern Chile. Worsened by
melting snow from the nearby Andes
Mountains, many small villages and town
were destroyed leaving 26 dead, 125 miss-
ing and Jﬂr,ngﬂﬁ affected by the worst floods
in B0 years.

In Australia, falling rainfall levels, high
ternperatures and drought created bushfires
that raged across the continent. Cutbacks
to firefighting services and funding to deal
with new climate threats made the prob-
lem worse.

Two massive cyclones also devastated
areas of northern and eastern Australia,
leaving many homeless. Thousands were
left to ‘?end for themselves with little or no
government support. This was the first
time twin cyclones of this intensity struck
Australia.

As Australia burned, North America
froze, February 2015 was the coldest month
on record for many cities, including New
York, as cold air normally experienced over
the polar region reached as far south as

Climate Chs

Michael Wallace explains why th

Miami, Florida. Nearly 100 million people
in 30 states sutfered under brutal cold and
endless snow pile-ups.

But while the east froze the west coast
burned. For the fourth consecutive year,
extreme drought plunged California into
crisis. With rmf&% snowfall at record
lows and wildfires sweeping across the state
at higher than average rates, scientists have
calculated this year to be the areas driest

in 434 years.
' . . 1
Calijnm fornia has just one year s water su
left in its reservoirs and river basins, an

even the oldest of water backup supplies
-groundwater- could soon be gone after
the reservoirs dry up.

In July the strongest typhoon in 40
vears struck Southern China killing 16
and affecting 3 million people. Then in
September ranging monsoon floods in

istan kifled more than 440 people and
left tens of thousands homeless,

Meanwhile Brazil experienced both re-
cord flooding in the Amazon basin and
drought in the south.

These events are just some examples of
a pattern of increasingly chaotic weather
- 2 pattern produced by an overall rise in
temperatures.

Climate Data

Two ULS government agencies, NASA
and the National Oceanic and Atmosphere
Administration (WOAA) reported in
January that 2014 was the Earths warmest
recorded year since records began. This
is the 38" consecutive year that annual
global temperatures rose above average,
while nine of the top ten warmest years in
the last 135 years has happened since 2000.

And, as 99% of scientists recognise,
what causes this long-term warming is
the greenhouse effect produced by the
burning of fossil fuels such as oil, natural
gas and coal.




Inge is Now

e world’s weather is going crazy

The damage caused by the endless burn-
ing of fossil fuels is highlighted by the fact
that the amount of carbon diowxide concen-
trations in the atmosphere is now higher
than at any time in the last 630,000 years.

The link to capitalism

There is a direct link between all of this
and capitalism.

The burning of fossil fuels is central to
global capitalisms energy needs. Seven of
the top ten world's largest corporations are
oil :mgljgns companies such as ExxonMobile,
which has revenue of 5496 billion annu-
ally. Along with other fossil fuel giants
like Royal Dutch Shell, BP and Sinopec
Group, they collectively made profits of
590 billion between 2001-10.

These companies continually block any
serions atternpts at tackling global warming
by lobbying politicians, financing climate
science denial and downplaying climate
destruction in order to protect their mas-
sive profits.

California drought and the
fracking boom

Anaother factor in this crisis has been the
stampede of oil and gas energy corporations
into California over the last few years to
getin on the new hydraulic fracking boom.

Fracking imvolves blasting huge amounts
of water into the earth to release pockets
of natural gas and oil.

This unregulated and destructive pro-
cess that the states politicians have eagerly
embraced sucked up 70 million gallons of
water last year. .

The big oil companies in Calitornia are
also pumping contaminated water con-
taining radioactive material and arsenic
into reservoirs and groundwater supplies
adding to the misery of the drought crisis

Air pollution and peoples health are
also being affected as some of the 750

chemicals used in the fracking are caus-
ing serious illnesses tor local populations,
including severe organ damage, infertility,
birth defects and cancer. And of course the
extraction and burning of all this oil and
natural gas causes further global warming
and extreme weather.

Nestle, the worlds ].az‘Eest food corpora-
tion, are petting in on the act too, While
ordinary residents of California are hav-
ing severe water restrictions imposed on
them, Nestle are extracting uugis-c]:_:used
amounts of the precious resource trom
several local wells to sell for profit as bot-
tled water. Unsurprisingly, the chairman
of Nestle, Peter Brabeck-Lemanthe, recently
declared that water in not 2 human right
and should be privatised.

What links all these phenomena is the
systematic sacrifice of the planet and its
people for the sake of profit.

it's not too late

The fact that numerous climate confer-
ences have ended in failure shows that a
world dominated by rival competing capi-
talist nations cannot solve the pmh%em of

climate change and the extreme weather
it is bringing about.

And we are running out of time.
According to scientists, global greenhouse
gas emissions will continue to increase over
the next few decades by between 50 and
90% if nothing is done.

This will lead to apocalyptic environ-
mental consequences for tLe world, with
some regions suffering flooding, others
dmufm complete melting of the polar caps
and dangerous sea-level rises threatening
coastal cities.

Food and water shortages will worsen,
as umst e increases in global tempera-
tures will eventually make large parts of
the planet uninhabitable. Extreme weather
will become the new normal.

This nightmarish future doesnt have to
happen. An ﬂ.iein economic system run
by a tiny wealthy elite hell-bent on destruc-
tion in the name of short-term profit must
be overthrown and radical social political
changes that place the earths resources in
the hands of the working must be imple-
mented. Its not too late to win such a world
but we need to start fighting for it now!
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British

Eamonn
McCann
says

Labour hits
new low

IM its unprincipled desperation
1o winvotes, the British Labour
Party has made mugs of anti-
racizts within its ranks.

“Controlz on Immigration”,
reads the slogan running around
a coffee mug promoted by the
party az election merchandize.

A fiver a time for using
immigrants az scapegoats for the
country’'s ills.

There are no cups or plates
inscribed with "Controls on
Banking,” or “Controls on Police”
or “Controfz on Dome stic
Ebusers”.

Tens of thousandsz
perizsh inthe
Mediterranean
a5 they try
desperately to
gscape poverty,
conflict and fear.

All Miliband and
Labour can offeris
8 pledge that few
who survive will be
allowed to zet footin
Britain.

There's a daft bat
called Katie Hopking on the
loose who has suggested
thatthe way to deter boats
overdaden with migrants is
o send in gunboats against
them.

Writers inthe respectable
conservative magazine, the
Spectator, have eagerly agreed
and rubbizhed az “bleeding
hearts” amone who takes a
different view.

The Spectator crowd will have
feltthe more comfortable in their
racizm forthe factthat all the
British mainstream parties have
boughtinto the lie that & hard
line on immigration is essential in
order to hold on o white working-
clazs votes.

Butthere iz no reason to
believe that working-clazs
people of ary b ackground would
automaticalky or at all shut their
ears to a policy ofwelcoming
irvmigrants.

tisn't that the rational
argument on immigration is
being rejected bythe mass ofthe
people.

The argument isn'tbeing
made.

Instead, Miliband, Cameron
and Clegg are tripping over
one another o0 az notto be
outflanked by Ukip on the right

On the BBC s “Mew snight”
onbpril 22md, a spokezperson
for the Confederation of British
Industry said that not onky had
immigration not harmed the
British economy, the econommy
would have beenindeeper dire
straitz without it

But even a capitalist argument
for immigration cuts no ice with
a party like Labourwhich has no
principles left and therefore no
strategy otherthan zcrambling
irmthe gutter for amy grubby vote
gaing.

Laurens Jolles, United Mations

High Commissioner for Refugees’
representative in Haly, says
that “antiHmmigrant rhetoric
from politicians across Europe,
including BEritain, is blocking
attempts to introduce large
gsearch-and-rescue operations
inthe Mediterrans an thatwould
save large numbers of migrant
lives”.

Labour, like the rest puts as
litte value onthe lives of Arabs
and Africans as was accorded
them inthe days of Empire.

The illz which afflict Africa and
the Middle East today and prompt
millions to puttheir lives atrisk
have resulted from a combination
of colonializm, new conflicts
arising from “We stern military
adventures and the collapze
of local economies under the
impact of repressive terms of
trade and structural adjustment
programime s.

The boats floundering in the
Mediterranean are carrying
people already victimised over
and over by \Western imperialism.

Onan adjacent izsue: that
ultra-rezpectable body the
Institute for Fiscal Studies, on
the basiz of studying the various
manifestos, says that behind the
rhetoric, Tory, Labour, and Lib-
Demz all erwizage spending cuts
gz deep and devastating efter the
electicn as before.

Mone of them offers an end to
auste ity

“Which iz why all of them are
complicit in derying the humanity
of migrants.
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The Casualisation of Irish Labour

IT'he Dunnes Stores strike highlighted the problem of zero-hours contracts and casualisation.
Brian O’ Boyle shows this Is part of a general trend

sk any Dunnes worker and they'll
A'lu!i you straight: fulltime employ-

ment has become harder to attamn
since the economic crash in 2008.

In branches across the country, 75%
of staff are now emploved on part time
and/or temporary contracts. More im-
portantly, 98% would like more hours
and more security.

Work practices across the retail sec-
tor are broadly similar. A recent sur-
vey of Mandate members, revealed a
majority on part-time contracts, with
over 60% of these expected to change
their hours regularly.

What was worse, 97% received no
shift or bonus allowance for the incon-
venience caused.

As Irelands largest employment
sector {15%), retail 1s indicative of the
casualisation that has gripped the wid-
er economy since the start of the crisis.

According to the Central Statistics
Office, part-time work has increased
by more than 25% during the last six
years.

Historically, it was workers in
non-unionised sectors that faced the
insecurity of precarious labour, but
increasingly the so-called professions
are also being hit.

Research by the Teachers Union of
Ireland, indicates that 30% of teachers
are currently without full time hours
or a permanent contract.

For teachers under 30, this figure
rises to more than 50%. In the univer-
sity sector things are no better.

Lecturing is gradually being out-
sourced to people without any entitle-
ments beyond an hourly wage.

Flexibility or insecurity?

Why does this matter? For all its
limitations, fulltime work affords peo-
ple a degree of security to allow them
to plan their lives and their futures,

[t often comes with important ben-
efits including pension rights, paid
holidays, promotional opportunities
and protection from dismissal.

Those on part-time/casual con-
tracts have very few, if any, of these
benefits. Work 1s often low paid, inse-
cure and badly protected.

Workers can be sacked relatively
easily with the flexibility imposed on
employees hEiElj:ng to generate extra
profits for employers.

The personal effects of such ar-
rangements are all too predictable.

According to Mandate, 30% of their
respondents said that they were find-
ing it difficult to feed their families;

40% found it impossible to cover their
bills, whilst 73% admitted to increased
stress and vulnerability.

This sense of job insecurity is be-
coming all-too-widespread.

Speaking to Secializ Worker at the
picket lines of the recent Dunnes
strike, one woman explained the ef-
fects of casualisation on her life

“I bave worked fn Dunnes for 12
years on & 15 hour comtraci.

T've just bad a baby and could really
do with some extva hours, but because
Tim carning €11.65 the management
are giving them to people on lower
REFES.

F've have always worked hard for
Dhrrnes, bui the thawks I get is losing wry
banirs as soom as I get a iiny pay rise.

[ can't get @ morigage with the kind
af hosrs T guarariced and it leaves my
farmily very vilnerable"

Austerity

This vulnerability is not happening
by chance. In 2008, the Irish Business
and Employers' Confederation (IBEC)
argued that the biggest cause of the
economic meltdown was a lack of
competitiveness. This was really a eu-
phemism for the need to drive down
wages under the cover of the crisis.

'nderstanding the signals, the gov-
ernment immediately sprang into ac-
tion. Ower the course of the last seven
years, the State has cut public sector
pay by €3 billion per year. On top of
this, it has drawn up a series of ‘la-
bour activation policies (LAPs) and
dismantled the protections associated
with Joint Labour Committees (JLCs).

The cumulative effects of these pol-
icies have been devastating. Lets start
with the LAPs. Instead of receiving
wages for their labour, younger people
are being conditioned to believe that
paid employment is a privilege that
must be earned.

Currently there are around 6,500
people on JobsBridge with as as many
as 85,000 on labour activation pro-
grammes more generally. This repre-
sents the extreme end of casualisation
as employers often receive free labour
for a period of up to 9 months with no
obligation to hire anyone at the end of
IL.

Joint Labour Committees tradition-
ally protected workers in precarious
sectors such as hotels, hairdressing
and retail. Reducing pay needed em-
]pln}'_ee consent and wages were slight-
y higher than would otherwise have
been the case.

Under the Industrial Relations
Amendment (2012}, employers can
now plead poverty to escape the rules
of JLCs. Sunday pay and premium
rates have also been scrapped, whilst
tuture JLCs will have to take into ac-
count factors such as competitiveness
and rates of employment and unem-
ployment.

European Monetary
Union

Driving this casualisation iz the
logic of what economists call ‘inter-
nal devaluation. Yet once again this
is merely a euphemism for reducing
wages to escape the crisis.

rior to monetary union, govern-
ments had a variety of tools to achieve
this goal. They could (1) borrow to
fund new technologies and R&D, (2)
reduce the costs of business loans
through expanding the supply of
money andfor (3) make their exports
cheaper by making their currency lose
same of its value.

Under the rules of the monetary
union none of these policy tools are
currently available. Indeed. the rudes of
EMU autlaw every form of povernment
action except those designed to make -
bour markets more flexible,

Instead of well-paid and secure em-
ployment, EMU demands that pov-
ernments attack pay and conditions
as the only means of regaining com-

etitiveness. Casualisation is therefore
Fll-;e]}' to worsen so long as we remain
trapped within the prison of the Eu-
FOZONE.

Zero Hours: Victory in New Zealand

limmy Yan

na global first, fast food workers in New Zealand
Ihan'e won a major victory against job insecurity and

under-employment.

Waorkers at Restaurant Brands, which owns KFC, Pizza
Hut, Carf's Jr. and Starbucks stores in the country, will vote
on a new collective agreement scrapping zero hour contracts.

The agreement, which takes effect in juli;, guarantees staff 0

percent of hours worked over a three-mont
The victory is the

2,000 mostly young workers at the chain.

In February, workers at the Wendy's chain walked out

against management theft of paid days off.

Unite argues that company abuse of rostering is enabled
by the denial of job security under zero hour contracts,

According to Unite organiser Joe Carolan, “in many other
countries across the world, companies are increasing their
use of zero hours. This is really bucking the trend”.

Unite is planning to extend its campaign against
precarious contracts to the rest of the industry, with Burger
Kin alreadmiﬂ!nwin suit in banning zero hours,

hers for strike action at McDonalds and
Wendy's as part of the International Day of Action for Fast

i1}y ‘e vinte

Food Workers.

Joe Carolan saﬂ"s “this is what a fighting union led by
.E_!l'l

socialists looks like.

Workers have sent a message of solidarity to Dunnes
workers being victimised for striking against precarious

contracts in Ireland.

t of a nine-year industrial
campaign led by the militant Unite Union, which represents

Clare Daly and Mick Wallace face jail

TDs Mick Wallace and Clare Daly
face the prospect of going to jail
after butﬂ declared that they will not

ay €4,000 in fines impnse-:i on them
E}' a judge.

They were found guilty at
Ennis District Court of breaching
airport regulations when entering
a restricted area at Shannon airport
last July and fined €2,000 each.

The judge has given them three
months to pay and threatened 30
days in prison if they do not.

However, speaking on the steps

of the courthouse after the case,
Mick Wallace told reporters and
supporters: “1 wouldn't pay that fine
to save my life”

Dublin North TD Clare Dialy
agreed.

“We have no intention of paying
a financial contribution to a state
which allows this behaviour to
continue {at Shannon), she said.

The issue involved is that Day
and Wallace, like Margaretha
D'Arcy before them, “breached
airport regulations’ in order to

highlight a much greater wrong,
the breaching of Irish run.ttr:n]it*r by
making Shannon available to US
military aircraft for the purpose
of transmitting arms, military
ersonnel :mdg military prisoners
r rendition {torture in other
countries).

Socialist Worker applauds their
principled stand andp condemns
the hypocrisy of a povernment that
prepares to celebrate the centenary
of a revolt against empire while
deliberately violating Irish neutrality
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TTIP - the trojan horse trade agreement

Chris Wakeheld

Thf- US and The EU have been

engaging in bilateral talks on a

comprehensive free trade agree-
ment aimed at removing tariffs and
other restrictive barriers that would
inhibit trade between the two global
heavyweights that represent 40% of
global GDP combined.

The main aim of TTIP ( Transatlantic
Trade & Investment Partnership) is to
deregulate and lift barriers that would
restrict the potential profits of transna-
tional corporations.

The Chiet EU Negotiator represent-
ing the 28 E.U. States, Commissioner
Karel De Gucht is heading the ninth
round of secret negotiations which
have commenced this month. 90% of
the participants involved in the talks
are lobbyists tor multinational corpo-
rations, financial institutions, Business
Europe and the American Chamber of
Commerce.

It sounds all above board at a glance:

ood for jobs, growth, stability, boosting
the economy and a making the world a
better place in general, but a better place
in general for who?

The Dept. of Jobs, Enterprise and
[nnovation commissioned a TTIP im-
pact assessment to be conducted by
Copenhagen Economics.

The report claims TTIP will boost
jobs in our export industries by 5,000
to 10,000 and produce a potential €525
additional income per home.

The report also boasted that it would
most benefit manufacturing industry,
particularly pharmaceuticals and elec-
tronics, the agri-food sector, private
healthcare amf the insurance industry.

But this is the spin. Serious concern

Public
Interest

960 encounters

Lobbying
or TTIP:

Private Sector

Lobby

TTZIP FACTS
& FIGURES

has been raised in relation to a clause to
be included called ISDS (Investor-State
Dispute Settlement), a key part of the
trade deal which would aflow firms to
sue national governments if they feel
local laws such as health and safety regu-
lations, food standards, environmental
protection laws and financial regulations
intertere with their business.
Investor-5tate Dispute Settlements

in trade agreements have proven to be
disastrous around the world.

Tobacco

For example, the US tobacco giant
Phillip Morris is suing the Uruguayan
government for €25 million dollars over
cigarette plain package legislation, be-
cause Phillip Morris teels it will lose out
on profits due to this law.

Belfast rallies against racism

Tiarnan O Muilleoir

BELFAST rallied last week in defense
of a Lithuanian woman who had her
business destroyed in a racist attack.

A gang of masked men torched
victim Asta Samaliute’s beauty salon
on Castlereagh Street near midnight
on Monday April 13,

The men forced up the shutters on
the shop before pouring in fuel and
setting it alight.

The intenior of the shop was
destroyed along with equipment
and decorations, leaving Asta out
of pocket and distraught, and her
employees with no work to go to.

“POLISH OUT!" was daubed in
araffiti on the shutters indicating
the racist intent behind the attack.
However the callous intimidation
soon drew an outcry from the local
community and further afield.

An online fundraising page aiming

{fiman athigry,

OENSA hpggy

Reviewed by Rory O'Neill

“BUT look at music now. Does it say
anything? Young artists talk about
themselves, not what's happening out
there." These words from Blur and
Gorillaz frontman

Damon Albarn might seem trite
butviewed in light of his development

to raise £4,00N to help Asta repair the
damage to her business ex-:e-:ged its
goal within days and currently stands
at almost £9000.

While the evening after the attack
over a hundred people attended a
rally organised in short notice in
support of Asta,

Asta told the BBC she had initially
considered leaving Northern Ireland
in the wake of the attack but was
heartened by the supportive response.

“To be honest, last night when |

ot the police phone call, I didn't feel
1ke [ want to live here, but today my
mind has changed completely” she
said.

“People are being so, so supportive
and I'm just so blessed to have such
nice people round me" she added.

People Before Profit Councillor
Gerry Carroll attended the rally and
told Socialist Worker:

“This attack is just the latest in

Damon

as an increasingly political
and culturally disaffected
songwriter, there is more
substance to Albarn’s critique
of pop music than meets
the eye. Blurs new album,
The Magic Whip, their first
with the original line-up in
16 years, highlights the gulf
between Albarn and his pop
contemporaries.

Albarn’s music has always
been inflected with cultural
criticism. Blurs 1993 landmark
album (the start of nearly
everything interesting that
happened in the 90s) was entitled
Modern Life Is Rubbish, and served
as the first in a trilogy of what are
now considered to be classics of the
‘Britpop’ genre. Albarns observational
character-based songs decried the
sameness and inertia of everyday life,
a theme he has revisited throughout

a number of racist incidents in
Northern Ireland over the past
eighteen months. It is vital we take a
strong stand against this trend”

This surge in racism has occurred
in the context of a wider populist
right-wing shift in public discourse
in the North boosted by the rise of
UKIP in Britain.

The nadir came last summer
when First Minister Peter Robinson
defended comments by an extremist
preacher who described Islam as
“heathen” and “satanic”

As with the attack on Astas
business, the majority of racist
incidents have occurred in
traditionally ‘Loyalist' areas like East
Belfast.

Migrants are being scapegoated
for the real social issues in these
communities such as unemployment,
lack of affordable housing, and low
bt

So what would happen when the
Minister tor Healths plain cigarette pack
legislation hampers the projected profits
ot a cigarette company?

Will the law be circumvented and the
state brought to a court of arbitration and
be sued via the ISDS for similar amounts?

Let’s look at other examples of ISDS
type situations.

Germany made a decision to phase

However the demonstration
in support of Asta shows popular
opposition exists to racism in
Northern Ireland, including among
poor Protestants.

But in the vacuum that is NI
politics, the racists will continue
to thrive in a context of austerity,

out nuclear power after the Fukushima
nuclear disaster in Japan and now the
Swedish utility Vattenfall is suin
Germany at the Washington base
International Centre for Settlement of
investor disputes, Vattenfall is seeking
€4.7 billion in damages.

The Canadian government is being
sued by the US company Lone Pine
Resources for $250 million via NAFTAs
similar investor dispute settlement clause
because the Canadian government de-
cided to have a moratorium on fracking.

Needless to say the taxpayer picks up
the tab for compensation awarded by
these “courts”

Another risk of TTIP is labour rights,
The French multinational Veolia sued
the Egyptian government for raising the
minimum wage after the Arab Spring.

Bear in mind Veolia run the Luas
lines in Dublin.

Imagine TTIP negotiations are suc-
-:{*sstul%' concluded and agreement is
reached.

Then imagine the unions tried to get
a pay rise for their members? Or the
state decides NOT to privatise our bus
and rail networks?

It would be very likely that the state
could be sued for colossal amounts of
money at the taxpayer's expense because
investors felt it wasn't in the interest of
trade or profit margins.

TTIP is a direct threat to democracy
because governments will be shy to bring
forward new legislation in relation to
labour laws or food safety that may land
them in hot water with multinational
corporations. TTIP will result in an ab-
dication of political decision making in
the name of corporate interests .

TTIP - designed by corporations for
corporations.

fear, and normahsed ‘us and them'
sectarianism.

Gerry Carroll's challenge to the
political mainstream in the North
through his current campaign for
election to Westminster plays an
important role in building the anti-
racist movement.

Albern’s political new album

his career.

Since effectively disbanding Blur
in 2003 to focus on his side project
Gorillaz, the tone and content of
Albarn’s song writing has shifted
notably towards the political. Having
long grown tired of effortlessly
churning out pop anthems Albarn
was drawn more and more towards
musical and lyrical experimentation
towards the end of his time with Blur,
After the release of what it seemed
would be the band's final album in
2003, the same year as the invasion of
Irag, Albarn felt sufficiently liberated
from the trappings of pop stardom to
tackle political causes.

Alongside Robert Del Naja of
Massive Attack (himself noted for his
long-standing activism in support
of Palestine), Albarn led the charge
in attempting to mobilise the music
community against the war, and
plaved a visible role in the historic

protest movernent that brought
millions on to the streets. Now, with
Blur having reunited to record The
Magic Whip, their first album as a
tour-piece since 1999, Albarn views
his music as a political intervention.
Possessing the most Tory rhythm
section in history — bassist Alex
James is a friend of David Cameron
while drummer Dave Rowntree
is a failed New Labour election
candidate who supported the Ira
War - doesn't hinc[};]' Blur. Thankfully,
when it comes to the political tone of
their songs, the band defer to their
trontmans superior judgement. The
Magic Whip, with tracks like “There
Are Too Many Of Us, picks up where
he left off on last year’s solo debut
Everyday Robots, a mournful look
at the increasingly alienated and
atomised nature of life in modern
capitalist society: “We are everyday
robots on our phones. ..in the process

of being sold”

The problem, as Albarn sees it, is
that this kind of cultural criticism is
playing an ever diminishing role in
contemporary pop music: “It's bereft
of it. It’s a shame because the three-
minute pop song was such a great way
to express discontent.” Now, he feels,
it's as if “the Beatles and Bob Dylan
never happened”. Viewed against
the backdrop of this decline, Albarn
cuts a lonely figure, a rare breed of
cultural critic who represents the best
traditions of pop music as political
expression.

Albarns role, throughout the 90s
with Blur and 2000s with Gorillaz, has
been to help carve out and shape new
terrain in pop music whilst writing
songs that say something real about
the world in which we live. It’s a fine
tradition, and one which perhaps
no other artist of this generation has
done as much to preserve.
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No to Austerity - People Over Profit

Shaun Harkin

erry Carroll, People Before Profit
G Beltast City Councillor, is stand-

ing in West Belfast for election to
Westminster to give a political voice to
anger at establishment parties and op-
position to austerity.

Every vote for Carroll sends a message
to Stormont and Westminster parties de-
manding an alternative to cuts, job lay-oifs
and the destruction of u'imlpubf:ic services.

Instead of austerity, Carroll demands
increased taxes on the super-rich and the
reigning in of corporate tax dodgers like
Google and Amazon.

Carroll says “I don't consider myself a
‘politician’: I'm an activist, a Socialist and
an advocate of West Belfast. [ believe in
doing politics differently: being visible on
the ground, working for constituents and
building a consensus for change through
People Power and grassroots organisation.”

Union Action

Grassroots activism will be absolutely
crucial to stop cuts and defend jobs,

Despite pressure not to continue ac-
tion against austerity during the elections
somme unions are seizing the opportunity
to send a message by striking in the run-
up to May 7.

Bus, rail and ambulance workers are
following-up the March 13 public sector
strike with another 24-hour stoppage on
the eve of the election.

limmy Kelly, UNITE general secretary
and representing Translink workers, said
“The proposed cuts to bus and rail services
being brought forward by Translink will
impact the most vulnerable people in our
society — including the old and infirm,
those with families, the working poor,
those living in isolated, rural communities
who are dependent on public transport.

‘Cuts are being proposed to hospital
runs, shopping services, rural routes
and town centre buses as well as to cuts
to morning, evening and Saturday rail
services on the Larne-Belfast and Newry-
Bangor lines.”

A UNITE oificial representing am-
bulance workers explained “This fight is
about protecting jobs and services and we
will do what it takes to get the Stormont
Mandarins to start treating the staff in
health with respect and dignity.”

Canvass squad for Gerry Carroll, April 25,

Ambulance workers were blocked from
participating in the March 13 strike when
management declared a last-minute emer-
gency clause,

UNITE members across the health sec-
tor will engage in a work-to-rule campaign
by refusing to carry out unpaid overtime
from April 30 to May 10.

GBM NHS members will take action
short of a strike for two weeks from April
27, while ambulance workers in the unton
will ban overtime for a fortnight from
April 28.

Members of the Roval College of
Midwives (RCM) voted to strike for four
hours on April 30 to demand a 1% wage
that's already been given to their colleagues
in England, Scotland and Wales. This is
the first such vote in the colleges 134-
year history.

The March 13 day of action across the
North organised by the Irish Congress
of Trade Unions demonstrated the tre-
mendous power of the labour movement.
Strikes by bus, rail, ambulance workers
in the run-up to May 7 will also send a
powertul message to Stormont that resist-
ance to austerity will continue,

These workers are right to strike and
deserve our full solidarity. However, their
strike action would be much more power-
ful if the ICTU called on all their member
unions to back them by coming out on
strike as well.

Standing up to racism and
homophobia .

Grassroots activism is crucial to defend
public services and fight for living wage
jobs but it's also crucial to standing up
to racism and homophobia.

Racist attacks on immigrants in both
Belfast and Derry were met with large
protests and calls for solidarity over
scapegoating,

The homophobic outburst by Northern
Treland Health Minister and DUP MLA
Tim Wells has been widely condemned
and greeted with calls for his immediate
resignation.

Whatever the outcome of the
Westminster elections, all the establish-
ment parties are committed to continuing
austerity.

Its ridiculous for Sinn Fein to claim a
vote for them is ‘a vote against austerity’

as their election literature states when
they are for the full implementation of
the Stormont House Agreement with its
package of 20,000 jobs cuts, reduction
of the Corporate Tax rate and increased
privatisation of public services.

Austerity that leads to increased
Emrer_tj' and inequality is a potential

reeding ground for the politics of hate
and scapegoating.

This 1s why challenging austerity and
fighting for working class solidarity over
division and racism is key and must go
hand-in-hand.

Keep up the Pressure

Stormont parties, as Sinn Feins U-turn
on Welfare Reform showed, are susceptible
to pressure.

To do this we will need more coordi-
nated strike action by all the unions and
the threat of sustained action, not just
one-day strikes.

Union leaderships and activists now
have a crucial role to play in preparing
union members nndpm-w-:urkeu for
more action in defense of jobs and pub-
lic services.

Vote Gerry Carroll on May 7!

There is outrage at the daily news of the
impact of cuts across the North. Grassroots
campaigns can push back against these
cuts arj involve union, community and
student activists,

In Derry, over 100 attended an anti-
austerity rally initiated by People Before
Profit.

The rally drew together activists in-
volved in housing, health, disability, arts,
anti-racist and trade union struggles.

When the Westminster election ends,
the campaign for the Norths Assembly
elections will begin.

Resistance through strikes and protests
is crucial but we also need a political al-
ternative to the parties of austerity.

Trade union, community and student
struggles need a political voice that can
encourage resistance and present an alter-
native to the politics of austerity, bigotry
and sectarianism on offer in Stormont.

This is exactly what Gerry Carrolls
campaign and People Before Profit ac-
tivists across the North are aiming to do
by standing for Westminster and through
organising grassroots struggle over the
COMIng year.

Memet Uludag

THE terrible death by drowning of 900
refugees on the morning of Sunday 19
April was like a flash of lightning t“[mi
suddenly lit up the sky and threw a
bright light on the callous racism and
'th_E'ri:l.iism of the European Union

irst, the simple undeniable fact that
these deaths, and the total for 2013 is
now over 1500, were a direct result of
EU policy.

Last autumn they cold bloodedly
cancelled the Mare Nostrum sea rescue
programme and replaced it with the,
much cheaper, Frontex operation
which was about border control not
rescue.

They did this because they believed,
as British Foreign Office minister,
Lady Anelay, explained in the House
of Lords , that ‘search and rescue
operations’ were ‘an unintended “pull
factor” encouraging more migrants to
attempt the dangerous sea crossing.

In other words i%we let them drown
they'll stop coming.

Second, the fact that part of the
reason for this disgracetul policy
is the desire of the ‘mainstream’

Mediterranean rae

governments of Britain, France,
Germany etc to Jipeasn the racist and

fascist parties of the extreme right.

The far right are building support by
turning anger at the hardship caused
by austerity into racism scapegoating
of toreigners, immigrants and refugees.
The ‘mainstream’ have to appease

-

them because they are committed to
austerity to defend profits.

Third, the fact that EU governments,
along with the US government, bear a
direct responsibility for the disastrous
and unbearable circumstances from
which the people of North Africa and
the Middle East are fleeing.

exposes EU

Failed State

We hear that Libya is a ‘failed state.
Are we supposed to forget that in 2011
this state was bombed and invaded by
NATO, with Britain and France in the
driving seat?

They said it was a humanitarian
mission but the moment they
had achieved their twin aims of
overthrowing Colonel Gadaffi and
controlling the revolt from below,
they walked away from the chaos they
created.

It is the same story in Irag,
Afghanistan and Yemen. Where
Western governments don't actually
bomb, invade or occupy they sell
weapons to corrupt and brutal
dictators, like Al-Sisi in Egypt or the
Saudi Arabian regime, who do the
fighting for them.

Fourth, the fact that despite a
certain a certain modicum of crocodile
tears, the main response of the EU
institutions to the tragedy is not
to accept ret'u%{eea but to intensify
operations to detain them and prevent
them leaving North Africa.

That is it 1s a brutal racist and
punitive response.

racism

Racist s

We should never underestimate
the callous inhumanity our rulers are
capable of but in this, and many other
cases, they are better able to get away
way with this inhumanity because
of the racist myths they spread so
assiduously.

It is a myyth that refugees and
migrants are a threat to our societies
or to the interests of ordinary people,
whether the numbers they come in are
large or small. They do not take our
jobs’ or ‘steal our benefits’ or cause the
{mming Crisis.

It is the economic crisis caused by
the greed of the rich that has created
unemployment, recession, poverty
and homelessness, not the presence of
immigrants.

On the contrary, provided they are
allowed to work, migrant workers
make huge contributions to the
countries they arrive in just as Irish
workers made contributions to the
countries to which they were forced to
emigrate.

The problem is the 1% need
scapegoats and they will let people die
rather than give them up.



