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D e b t  C r i s i s / E u r o z o n e

The agreement of the 26/27 October 2011 European
summit meeting is unacceptable
Éric Toussaint ·

The heads of states, heads of govern‐
ments, the leaders of the European com‐
mission (EC), the private banksters and
the managing director of the the IMF met
in Brussels in order to find a solution to
the risk of serial bankruptcies among
Europe's biggest banks, particularly
French, Spanish, Greek, Italian, German,
Portuguese and Belgian... Those who, be‐
fore and after 2007 - 2008, multiplied
their risk taking behaviors to make short
term profits for their shareholders and to
give marvelous bonuses to their directors
and traders. Domestic and business loans
being only a small part of their turnover :
between 2 and 5 %. The massive support
they have received from the states, the
ECB (European Central Bank) or the Fed
(Federal reserve Bank of the USA) has not
been used to stimulate the productive
economy, it has been diverted to more
highly speculative activities. Private banks
are financed for the short term at the
same time as they take on medium and
long term engagements : public or private
bonds, commodity futures, currency
swaps and positions on derivatives that
are not under any public control. The
bankruptcy of the Franco-Belgian bank
Dexia at the beginning of this month of
October 2011 is the direct result of these
policies. The fear of an oncoming domino
effect in Europe and north America
weighed heavily on the meeting of the
26/27th October 2011.

The decision to give Greek bonds in bankers pos‐
session a 50% haircut, as opposed to the 21% cut
agreed on the 21st July, had become inevitable
since August following their 65% to 80% price fall
on the secondary debt market. Although the state
leaders announced they had imposed important
sacrifices on the banks, as usual the banks are com‐
ing out well. This explains why for the time being,
bank stock in particular and the financial markets
in general have shown important upward
movements.

The 27th October agreement is not a solution for
the Greek people who are suffering the full effects
of the crisis, aggravated by the austerity measures
the government has inflicted on them. This opera‐
tion is entirely managed by the creditors and is in
conformity with their interests. This debt reduction
plan is a European version of the "Brady plans" that
had such devastating effects on the developing
countries during the eighties and nineties. The
Brady plan (named after the US Treasury secretary
at the time) involved debt restructuring by ex‐
change of bonds, in the principal indebted coun‐
tries that took part. These were Argentina, Brazil,
Bulgaria, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Jordan,
Mexico, Nigeria, Panama, Peru, Philippines,
Poland, Russia, Uruguay, Venezuela and Vietnam.
At the time, Nicholas Brady had announced that
the volume of the debts would be reduced by 30%
(in fact, the reductions, when they did happen,
were much less ; in some cases, and not the least,
debts even increased) and the new bonds (Brady
bonds) guarantied a fixed interest rate of around
6%, which was very favorable to the creditors. This
also assured application of austerity measures dic‐
tated by the IMF and the World Bank. Today, un‐
der other latitudes the same logic provokes the
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same disasters. The Troika (ECB, EC, IMF) impos‐
es endless austerity measures on the Greek, Irish
and Portuguese people. If there is no reaction from
their people in time, others will have the same :
Spain, Belgium, France...

This plan cannot validly permit Greece to resolve
its problems for two reasons :
1. the debt reduction is totally insufficient ;
2. the economic and social policies applied in ac‐
cordance with the Troika demands will fragilize the
country even more. This characterizes the odious
nature of these financial agreements with Greece,
any future loans in this framework and the restruc‐
turing of the previous debts.

Greece must make a choice between two options :

Throw in the towel and be again subject to the
gauntlet of the Troika ;

Refuse the dictatorship of the markets and the
Troika in suspending the payments and by pro‐
ceeding to a debt audit so that the illegitimate part
may be repudiated.

Other countries are, or soon will be, confronted
with the same choice : Spain, Ireland, Italy,
Portugal... This list is far from exhaustive. In any
case, these same policies are applied, in differing
degrees, all over the EU. These austerity plans must
everywhere be refused and citizen controlled audits
of public debt put int operation.

The events of 2007 - 2008 have not incited govern‐
ments to imposing strict prudential rules. On the

contrary, measures must be taken to prevent finan‐
cial institutions, banks, insurance companies, pen‐
sion and hedge funds from causing further damage.
Public authorities, company directors directly, or
complicity responsible for the stock market and
banking Kraches must be brought to justice, it is
urgent to expropriate the banks and put them to
the service of the common good by nationalizing
them under worker's and citizen's control. Not only
must any form of indemnity for the shareholders be
refused but they should also have there own wealth
put to contribution to cover the cost of repairing
the financial system. It is also necessary to repudi‐
ate the illegitimate claims that the private banks
hold on public authorities. Of course a series of
complementary measures must also be adopted :
control the movements of capital, prohibit specula‐
tion, prohibit transactions going through tax
havens, creation of taxes aimed at establishing so‐
cial justice... In the European Union certain
treaties, such as Maastricht and Lisbon must be re‐
pealed. It is also necessary to radically change the
statutes of the ECB. Before the crisis gets to its
worst it is high time to radically change direction.
The CADTM supports, along with other organiza‐
tions, the initiatives that have been taken in certain
countries in favor of public debt audits under citi‐
zens control. The « Occupy Wall Street » move‐
ment has set a creative and emancipative ball into
motion. It must be reinforced.

Translated by Mike Krolikowski
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C h i l e

When triumphant neoliberalism begins to crack
Franck Gaudichaud ·

He assured his listeners that his govern‐
ment sought "to guarantee education for
all and free education for all those who re‐
quire it". And if Chile's young people were
struggling valiantly, that was just proof of
the good health of Chilean democracy, all
of them mobilized for "a noble, grand,
beautiful cause, to give an education of
quality" to the people. The magic of a
politician's discourse… Who would be‐
lieve that they were hearing the represen‐
tative of a hard Right, back at the head of
the state twenty years after the end of the
military dictatorship (in 1989) and en‐
gaged, whatever the cost, in the continuity
of the "capitalist revolution", imposed by
fire and blood on the ashes of Popular
Unity (1970-73) and the corpse of
Salvador Allende [1].

In the popular neighbourhoods, in the innumerable
marches which are crisscrossing the towns and
cities of the country, in dozens of occupied sec‐
ondary schools, colleges and universities, such a
discourse is seen as one more provocation. The
government does not understand what is stirring in
society. Or, rather, it pretends not to understand.
On the day of this speech at the UN, colourful
demonstrations and processions were informing
the Moneda (the presidential palace) that the
movement for "free, public and quality" education
was not dead. On the evening of September 23,
Camila Vallejo, one of the leaders of the
Confederation of Students of Chile (Confech) re‐
marked, with a certain irony, that the speech of the
president was full of "contradictions, incoherence
and inconsistencies", at the time when he was re‐
fusing any serious negotiation and continuing to
deploy his arsenal of repression [2].

A social movement for education of historical scope

Since the first march of university and secondary
school students, on April 28, collective action has
not weakened. Quite the contrary [3]. Throughout
May, the actions of the movement became bigger.
On May 12, the first "nation-wide strike for educa‐
tion" exceeded all expectations. On May 21, in
Valparaiso, while the president of the Republic was
making - as he does every year - his annual bal‐
ance-sheet before the nation, tens of thousands of
people expressed their anger. Progressively, discon‐
tent swelled. The popularity of the Chilean indigna‐
dos increased. There were 300,000 in the streets
on June 30 and 500,000 on August 9 - young peo‐
ple, old people, the middle classes and the popular
classes, together. One of the high points of this
growing movement was the nation-wide strike on
August 23-24, called by the United Workers
Confederation (CUT) and by more than eighty
trade-union organizations, protesting about de‐
plorable working conditions but also in support of
the mobilized students. The repertoires of collective
action that are utilised are varied and often origi‐
nal. In addition to the traditional strategies of the
street, the festive and creative aspect is at the cen‐
tre of the contestation of the youth: carnival, kiss‐
ing contests, original dances and songs, satirical
humour, spectacular actions [4].

But we find also more traditional instruments of
contestation: strikes in the universities (the public
ones, primarily), with the support of the teachers, a
multiplication of toma (occupations) and even
hunger strikes, carried out by young people who in‐
tend to show the world their determination. A
whole generation seems to have the wind in its
sails, giving rise to the most important social strug‐
gle since the big protestas of 1983-84: a generation
which did not experience the dictatorship and

https://internationalviewpoint.org/+-Chile-+
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which was born under the auspices of the pact for
neoliberal democratization.

The students have always been important protago‐
nists of the social movement. We could thus go
back to the time of the "actors of the secondary"
who faced the military regime [5]. The current
protests are related to the experiences gained in
2001 (the mochilazo) and to the "penguin rebel‐
lion" (of school students, so-called because of their
uniform) of 2006. This exemplary mobilization
made the government of the Socialist president
Bachelet tremble and cracked the cement of the po‐
litical consensus [6]. Those who have revolted in
2011 are partly those who mobilized in 2006. And
they learned the price of negotiations without a fu‐
ture, the importance of control of the spokesper‐
sons by the assembly of students and the strength
of self-organization.

Why are these students protesting? The problems
are numerous, the demands are clear: free, public
and quality education. "In the secondary schools,
the students particularly want their establishments
to return to the state sector," notes a researcher.
"Transferred to the municipal level in 1990, right at
the end of the dictatorship, secondary public educa‐
tion has constantly declined since then, to the ben‐
efit of subsidized private establishments. In higher
education, the financing of studies is particularly
problematic. The universities, public or private, de‐
mand fees that are in general close to 300 euros per
month [7].

The majority of students thus have recourse to
loans to finance their studies, without being really
sure how able they will be to pay them back once
they enter the job market. (...) Moreover, in spite of
a law, adopted under the dictatorship, which stipu‐
lates that the universities are non-profit making in‐
stitutions, many private universities have set up
systems making it possible to extract the profits
that are generated" [8]. A poisoned heritage, subse‐
quently faithfully managed by the Concertation, a
coalition of Socialists and Christian-Democrats that
was in government from 1990 to 2010 without
interruption.

Until the coup d'état of 1973, Chilean public educa‐
tion was known for its quality and exemption from
payment. Today less than 25 per cent of the educa‐
tion system is financed by the state. The rest is paid
for by the families of the students: 70 per cent of
the students have to take on debt and 65 per cent of
them stop their studies for financial reasons.
Moreover, the Chilean state devotes only 4.4 per
cent of Gross Domestic Product (GDP) to educa‐
tion, far from the 7 per cent recommended by
UNESCO [9].

Furthermore, we find the same logic in all social
fields: health, pensions, transport, the media, etc.
So the Concertation may be delighted to see Piñera
beating records of unpopularity (with only 22 per
cent of approval). But if more than 75 per cent of
the population supports the demands of the stu‐
dents and livens up the popular neighbourhoods
with immense concerts of pots and pans
(caceroleos), it is also because they reject twenty
years of social-liberal government, which rein‐
forced such an economic model.

The mea culpa of the president of the PS, Osvaldo
Andrade, recognising that "during the twenty years
of the government of the Concertation we were also
on many occasions responsible for this abusive pol‐
icy" changes nothing.

Negotiations, trickery and criminalisation of struggles

On the right, many members of Parliament are anx‐
ious about the crisis of governability. In July,
Joaquin Lavín, Minister of Education, himself a
businessman and a leader of the powerful
Independent Democratic Union (UDI) [10], was
forced to resign. The disorder in the ranks of the
ruling classes also shows through in the leading ar‐
ticles of the newspaper El Mercurio and through
articles by intellectuals, who - until now – claimed
to be liberal, even progressive.

Faced with the return of the spectre of class strug‐
gles, they describe, like the historian Alfredo
Jocelyn-Holt, their "indefinable malaise" and do



International Viewpoint · IV441 – October 2011

8

not hesitate to disqualify violently the actions of the
protesters [11].

The student rebellion reveals also the true face of
this governmental "new Right", which had not
come to power via the ballot box since 1956 [12].
For weeks, the only answer of the executive was re‐
pression, with the support of hegemonic media ma‐
chinery. The spirit of "Pinochetism" is still openly
displayed. The government spokesman Andrés
Chadwick, former president of the Federation of
Students at the Catholic University (authorised by
Pinochet in 1978), and the mayor of Santiago,
Pablo Zalaquett (UDI), affirmed that the students
were not owners of Alameda (the principal avenue
of Santiago), the latter suggesting the intervention
of the armed forces to prevent the demonstrations
of September 11 (the day of commemoration of the
coup d'état)… Another example, in the same regis‐
ter: Cristián Labbé, mayor of Providencia (Santia‐
go) and former member of the political police of the
dictatorship, announced that he would close the oc‐
cupied colleges and proposed cancelling the school
year in order to penalize the mobilized students.

Repression by the carabineers is permanent. There
have been hundreds of casualties, thousands of ar‐
rests and even the death of Manuel Gutiérrez (14
years old) assassinated by the police with a live bul‐
let. In this context, a small proportion of students
have made the choice of self-defence. Every demon‐
stration is the object of pitched battles, in spite of
the protests of the organizers, with burning barri‐
cades, stone-throwing and Molotov cocktails
against armoured cars, teargas, firearms and
mounted police. Several leaders of the movement
have been threatened, sometimes with death, as
was the case with Camila Vallejo.

Faced with the power of a revolt which is not slow‐
ing down, on September 3, the government finally
had to pretend to negotiate, gambling on the ex‐
haustion and divisions of the movement. The re‐
view A l'encontre has retraced the chronology of
this trickery. "The student leaders clearly stated
that all proposals would be submitted to the deci‐
sion of the assemblies which really represent their

bases. Thus, on September 8, Confech stated its
conditions for continuing negotiations. They were,
to summarize, four:

1° To push back the date fixed by the ministry for
the renewal of grants and loans; economic black‐
mail of students is one of the weapons used by the
government.

2° To suspend the process of framing of laws con‐
cerning education, laws which the Parliament must
present to the executive.

3° The discussions must be transparent, which im‐
plies that they are filmed, so that citizens can take
note of the respective positions of the various ac‐
tors of this conflict.

4° The negotiations must relate to the key question,
that of public, free, quality, education, democratic
and without profit.

On September 15, the Minister of Education, Felipe
Bulnes, challenged two conditions: non-postpone‐
ment of the date, October, for the end of the se‐
mester; and refusal to interrupt of the procedure of
framing a law on education. As for the publicity of
the negotiations, it is limited to indicating that the
official report of the discussions will be placed at
the disposal of the public. On September 15, the
vice-president of Confech, Francisco Figueroa, an‐
nounced the rejection of the minister's proposals
and indicated that a national mobilization was
planned for September 22.

On September 19, President Sébastian Piñera an‐
nounced on national television that 70,000 sec‐
ondary school students had lost their year because
they had paralysed lessons for four months. A kick
in the teeth."
[13] Despite everything, about 180,000 people took
part in the mobilization on September 22. And a
week later, 150,000 demonstrators marched again.
This capacity to hit back was hailed by other sectors
of the social movement, starting with the College of
teachers.
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A new structure of political opportunities for social
transformation

According to the United Nations Development
Programme, although Chile has succeeded in re‐
ducing poverty, it figures among the fifteen most
unequal countries in the world. Following on the
shock therapy imposed by the dictatorship (1973-
1990), Chilean society, moreover, had to be held in
the grip of the pact of transition. Over the last
twenty years of "authoritarian democracy", society -
fragmented, atomized - seemed to have integrated
into its genes this model and its institutions: in
spite of reforms, the constitution of 1980 which
consecrates the neoliberal theory of the "subsidiary
role of the State" is still in force. Parliament is
locked into an electoral system (known as binomi‐
nal) which ensures an almost perfect sharing of
power between the Concertation and the Right. In
parallel, the legal, media and economic fields are
bastions of ultraliberalism and conservatism.

Certain critical thinkers talk about the construction
of a triumphant neoliberalism (Juan Carlos Gómez)
or mature neoliberalism (Raphael Agacino) long-
lasting, largely stabilized, among other factors by
mechanisms of consumption on credit, by a society
of spectacle under the direction of a media duopoly
and thanks to the eviction of the popular classes
from the space for participation in politics, from
the polis. A caste of professionals passes briskly
from the administration of the state to the manage‐
ment of companies, all dependent in one way or an‐
other on a handful of big families (such as Luksic,
Angelini, Paulman and Matte). This social order
does not exclude social explosions, but makes their
emancipatory potential much more complicated
[14].

Nevertheless, with the historian Sergio Grez, it is
possible to affirm that the year 2011 will go down in
history as the "reawakening of social movements
after more than two decades of lethargy" [15]. If we
look again at the sociology of the politics of the con‐
flict, there is no doubt that a structure of political
opportunity has opened up for the mobilizations,

used to their advantage by a new generation which,
from a conflict in the field of education, has man‐
aged to constituted itself (in the course of a brusque
change of scale), as an unavoidable actor on the na‐
tional political scene [16]. What are the factors
which explain this qualitative and quantitative
leap? We can cite the economic situation of stu‐
dents in a profoundly uneven period of growth,
where the worship of individual success is in per‐
manent contradiction with the conditions of daily
life of the great majority.

More broadly, the crisis of legitimacy of the entire
political system has been a key factor, reinforced by
the provocations of the government. Some of the
principal student leaders are certainly linked to or‐
ganized parties, such as Camila Vallejo, a highly
mediatised figure and a member of the Communist
Party or Giorgio Jackson (president of the
Federation of Students at the Catholic University),
who is a member of the Concertation. However,
dissident sectors of Confech (in particular in the
provinces), organizations of secondary school stu‐
dents, as well as the libertarian and Trotskyist
fringes of the movement, criticize the aim of the CP
and the Concertation to direct the movement to‐
wards an institutional solution. But overall, the ref‐
erence to horizontality, the refusal to be instrumen‐
talised and the importance of decisions taken in
mass meetings explains the duration and the au‐
tonomous dynamics of these struggles.

Lastly, a final essential element: the convergence of
different revolts under the smooth surface of a
model of accumulation which seemed until then to
be "triumphant". In fact, the present conjuncture is
part of a broader evolution. A molecular accumula‐
tion of partial, scattered, conflicts took place, with
an acceleration from 2006-2007 [17] First of all let
us remember the mobilizations of workers, in spite
of an ocean of precariousness and of flexibilisation
[18] and a CUT partly co-opted by the
Concertation.

Let us recall also the struggles of the copper work‐
ers, in particular the subcontratistas (those who
work for sub-contracting companies), who in 2007
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conducted very bitter strikes. In 2010, the Ministry
of Labour recognized the loss of 333,000 working
days loss because of strikes in the private sector,
that is to say an increase of 192 per cent compared
to 2000. In the public sector the legal profession,
health workers and teachers mobilize regularly.
This is also the case of the activists who fight
against discrimination and for the right to sexual
diversity (LGTB). The cycle of protest took on an
unusual dimension, in February 2010, with the up‐
rising of a whole region, the southern province of
Magallanes, against the rise in the price of natural
gas. The government had to retreat. The recent ac‐
tions of ecologist collectives have also succeeded in
defeating the Right. That was the case in August
2010, in Punta del Choro, against the construction
of a thermoelectric dam. More recently, the
Hidroaysen mega-project in Patagonia brought
more than 30,000 people into the streets. We
should also mention the urban struggles for hous‐
ing and for "the right to the city". And, of course,
the indomitable resistance of the Mapuche people
which reached peaks of combativeness in 2010, in
particular following the hunger strikes of several
indigenous political prisoners [19].

One of the challenges for the social movement is to
successfully bring about an even vaster desectoriza‐
tion, in order to articulate all its forms of resis‐
tance. Such a convergence showed its potential at
the time of the protest on May 21. Gradually, peo‐
ple have understood that to win free education
means attacking capitalism frontally. In addition,
young people know that they are confronting the
founding principles of the dictatorship. One of their
slogans is: "it will fall, it will fall, Pinochet's educa‐
tion". The question from now on is really to build
radical alternatives and not to reform, around the
edges, the authoritarian heritage [20].

Untimely bifurcations and the preparation of alternatives:
towards a constituent assembly?

Under the impact of this historical mobilization,
Chilean society has abruptly become repoliticised,
has reoccupied this deserted polis, at the same time

as it was occupying public squares, avenues, places
of education. It is an untimely bifurcation (a formu‐
la of Daniel Bensaïd), which will mark the coming
years, "calling in question the certainties, the val‐
ues, the norms, the institutions and the ways of do‐
ing things which appeared to have acquired "natur‐
al" characteristics for millions of citizens subjected
to the ideological hegemony of neoliberalism" [21].
Now, it is how to change the Constitution, the
pressing need for a constituent assembly, the ur‐
gency of a referendum on education and the rena‐
tionalization of copper [22] which are being raised
in the discussions in mass meetings and in demon‐
strations. There is a need to open doors and win‐
dows for a real democratization to be felt. The ob‐
jective remains difficult to attain, and we should
not underestimate the ability of the government to
keep the situation in hand. The movement is on the
brink of exhaustion after five months of struggle.
Repression is intense. The end of the school year is
approaching and as we write, there is still no con‐
crete perspective on the horizon.

How, faced with the oligarchy in power, to obtain -
now - free education? How to impose a constituent
process "from below", democratic, with the partici‐
pation of the social movements, as was done re‐
cently in Bolivia, to bring down the institutions of
"Pinochetism"? That means first of all the develop‐
ment of a formidable relationship of forces, which
is not yet on the agenda, but is in the process of be‐
ing built. The - considerable – absence of mass
workers' struggles and the shilly-shallying of the
trade union movement weigh enormously in the
balance. Because a profound change in class rela‐
tions will necessarily involve a conscious and deter‐
mined intervention by the workers' movement, in
the broad sense of the term. Without that, the stu‐
dents remain deprived of an essential motor force
for social transformation. In addition, the electoral
and institutional agenda may prove to be a double-
edged sword: municipal elections in 2012 and pres‐
idential and parliamentary elections in 2013 will
push the parliamentary political parties to "surf" on
the onrushing wave of the student movement, often
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to try to channel it, but also - on the right - to mobi‐
lize the conservative electorate.

The challenge for the mobilized youth, in this new
cycle, is to win in the short term structural reforms
on the basis of its own demands (such as free edu‐
cation), while preparing the next actions for a con‐
stituent assembly alongside other sectors in strug‐
gle. The projected laws of the government provide
no answer to the problems of quality, of the munic‐
ipalisation and the commoditisation of secondary
and university education. It is important to avoid
the mobilization ending in a demoralising fashion
and thus to draw up perspectives. In the medium
term, the question that is posed is the construction
of a political alternative which does not exist yet in
the country [23]. Although horizontality, local and
regional experiences and the practice of self-man‐
agement are vital strengths to cultivate, they do not
replace the essential collective construction of a po‐
litical instrument, completely independent of the
Concertation and its satellites. An instrument able
to unite scattered resistance and the mobilized pop‐
ular classes, around a coherent anticapitalist,
Latin-Americanist and ecosocialist project.

Does the road appear still long? Admittedly. But
the dynamic that is underway has just traced a
horizon of the possible, something that was still un‐
suspected six months ago in Chile. In old Europe,
the indignados of several countries are inventing
and experimenting as they combat the austerity
and the arrogance of those in power. At a time
when the commoditisation of education is under‐
way everywhere in the European Union, the
Chilean example can provide arguments to those
who are opposed to it. In the Arab world, revolu‐
tionary processes are trying to deepen their con‐
quests. Chilean youth in revolt are also responding,
indirectly, to this faraway echo. And above all, the
"Chilean May" has joined the different popular re‐
bellions which have swept across the whole of Latin
America in the last ten years. Argentinean, Mexican
and Colombian students are now taking the mobi‐
lizations in Santiago as an example. Chile seems in
this way to have finally found the pulse of its sister
countries, across the Andean cordillera.

October 1, 2010
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D e n m a r k

Use the election victory to put pressure on the
government and build up the Red-Green Alliance
SAP (Denmark) ·

1. Background

Seen in the greater view of things the elec‐
tion result marked a provisional conclu‐
sion to a period in the class struggle and
in Danish politics, which had its starting
point with the welfare demands of the
2006 demonstrations. That period has
been marked by:

a) an upturn in extra-parliamentarian political mo‐
bilisations compared to the 1987- 2006 period.

b) a party-political left turn containing to coherent
elements; on one the hand a shared growth for the
workers' parties (from 33.1 percent in February
2006 to 49 percent in February 2011), on the other
hand a movement of voters within the ranks of the
workers' parties moving at first from the Social
Democrats (S) to the Socialist Peoples Party (SF)
and subsequently from S/SF to the Red-Green
Alliance. [1]

c) a gradually growing wish and expectation of a
change pertaining to the change of government.

This development Michael Voss has described in
more detail in his article "Five years of mobilisa‐
tions has paved the way for a new government"
[only in Danish].

At the same time the election result is also a result
of the slump in mobilisations and the collective de‐
cline in voters' support to the workers' parties that
we have seen since the beginning of this year.

2. S-SF lost at the election but won government power

The declining support to S and SF has been men‐
tioned quite often by the media during the election

cam-paign. But the decline started as early as
February this year.

The average of February's opinion polls gave S and
SF 45.5 percent of the votes and along with the Red
Green Alliance, 49 percent, only inches away from
a 'Red' majority with the votes from the North
Atlantic. It was the third time within two years that
the workers' parties got more than 48 percent of
votes.

From February to the call of the election, S-SF lost
4.1 percent and on the Election Day they had lost
11.4 percent of which only 3.2 percent moved to the
Red – Green Alliance. How can we explain this?

In January-February the discussion of an early re‐
tirement allowance peeked after the Prime
Minister's New Years speech. S-SF's focus was on a
social line of reasoning; almost class- reasoning
and they created an image based on a biting anti-
governmental controversy, and the Social
Democratic leaders in the trade unions organised
an rally on the lines of the same theme – as a pre-
emptive move against more radical activities. In the
following period both parties clearly moderated
their class profile and reacted in a vague way to
participation of the Social Liberals (financially
right-wing liberal party with a humanitarian view
of immigrants and refugees) in the withdrawal of
the early retirement allowance. They dubbed the
election a referendum about the early retirement
allowance, but did not run their campaign accord‐
ingly. Even the most radical parts of the Social
Democratic party, the 3F union leadership pre‐
ferred to shield the Social Liberals and did not work
for a political shift from the Social Liberals to the
workers' parties.

https://internationalviewpoint.org/+-Denmark-+
https://internationalviewpoint.org/Use-the-election-victory-to-put-pressure-on-the-government-and-build-up-the-Red
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In addition to this, they intentionally tried to keep
the expectations to the improvements one could ex‐
pect from a new government at a low level. During
the election campaign, they did not provide an al‐
ternative to the right-wing 'economic responsibili‐
ty- line'. Instead they presented other ways of
strengthening the com-petitive edge of the
employers.

Finally, they pushed the voters towards the Red-
Green Alliance and the Social Liberals by hanging
on to the strict line of the right-wing government's
immigrant – and refugee politics.

This is four important parts of an explanation, but
it is probably possible to think of others.

3. The political situation after the election

This development during 2011 and the actual elec‐
tion have created a parliamentarian situation for
the Red-Green Alliance which certainly isn't exactly
advantageous for the Red-Green Alliance.

A clear left-wing majority would have made it pos‐
sible for the Red-Green Alliance to put a maximum
of pressure on S and SF, because we could offer a
majority. Considering the current Danish parlia‐
ment the Social Liberals are not only vital (if the
Danish Peoples Party - DF [populist right wing par‐
ty] isn't an option), they also got an electoral victo‐
ry that has made it incredibly difficult to topple
them with a threat of a new election.

At the same time, the current parliamentarian situ‐
ation makes it easy for the S-SF to create a situa‐
tion that makes it possible for them to blame the
Red-Green Alliance if the government has to re‐
sign. The Red-Green Alliance will find that it is dif‐
ficult to hold on to the unconditional class line
while at the same time putting pressure on S-SF
and making sure that a broader part of groups in
society will see that it is S-SF's own doing if they
fail.

Once again, this illuminates the fact that in order to
put pressure on S-SF to refrain from cuts and in‐
stead introduce even just limited improvements,

demands from outside the parliament – from the
working class(S and SF's own voters)- are
necessary.

Earlier experiences show us that it is difficult to
mobilise people to extra-parliamentarian activities
during the first months to half a year after an elec‐
tion. It is commonly accepted that we have had our
say and used our democratic right to vote so know
the new majority/government must be given time
to show what they can do.

Add to that, that S-SF probably managed to lower
the level of expectations.

But that does not mean that it is impossible to build
up demands from outside the parliament to the
new government. As early as the first week after the
election some Social democratic local union leaders
de-manded that the Social Liberals were kept out of
the government if that was what it would take to
preserve the right to unemployment benefit ( for
certain amount of time). At a conference for shop-
stewards in the public sector seven demands to a
new government were put forward. The leader of
the local 3F union, which is not known for its left-
wing inclinations, declared immediately after the
election that: Our demands to the coming govern‐
ment therefore must be that they despite the for‐
mer settlement must take responsi-bility for these
peoples destiny and disastrous situation, or other‐
wise the Danish welfare system is about to fall.

4. Red-Green Alliance's incredible election result

The growth for from 2.2 percent to 6.7 percent and
from 4 to 12 members of parliament was incredible
and by far surpassed even the most optimistic fore‐
casts. Several elements helped get this result.

The basis of that growth was the growing discon‐
tent among the social democratic and - in particu‐
lar – the SF voters. The movement away from S-SF
to the Red-Green Alliance occurred before the two
parties actu-ally (as a government) had showed
what they represent and where their line of politics
would bring about. The explanation is that SF as
part of a leftwing two-party-alliance completely
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wiped out their own profile. Bit by bit, a consider‐
able amount of people lost faith in SF's ability to
pull S to the left,.

Even though the Red-Green Alliance many voters'
view simply took the place of SF, it is nevertheless a
left turn in a small part of the population. The par‐
ties hold a more or less fixed place on the left-right
scale and to most people it seems to demonstrate a
more leftwing position to vote Red-Green Alliance
rather than SF and the actual campaign of the Red-
Green Alliance has been more leftwing than that of
SF four years ago.

The Red-Green Alliance's and SUF's (Socialist
Youth Front) election campaign obviously had a
great bearing on the result. We need only to look at
the fact that the better part of the growth came dur‐
ing the three weeks (from 4.4% to 6.7%).

First of all, the Red-Green Alliance completed a
very focused election campaign, in which our main
priority was on a relatively small amount of themes
and political demands. That, in itself has played its
part, making a greater impression on the voters –
independently of the content in those themes and
demands.

Furthermore, those demands and themes had a
class-profile, focused as they were on unemploy‐
ment (al-lowances and jobs), low income public
service employees, child poverty and a demand that
the rich must pay more. The Red-Green Alliance
was also the only party which took seriously the
voters' interest in the climate and demanded green
public jobs.

Secondly, the Red-Green Alliance this time was
better than ever at popularising our politics. It was
evident what we wanted politically and how we
would intervene in the political struggle after the
election (within the chosen framework).

Thirdly, we gave voice to a distinct criticism of the
VKO-government – and the Social Liberals – also
on those discussions that S and SF tried to bring to
a close, such as foreigners and the administration
of justice.

The fourth reason is that Johanne Schmidt Nielsen
had a remarkable appeal. It made a big difference
to the number of votes and it is worth mentioning
that the appeal she had did not only stem from her
age and looks but combination of this with an im‐
pressive ability to give voice to our political views
and to debate them without an upsetting
aggressiveness.

The fifth reason can be that not choosing to cam‐
paign around clear anti-capitalist demands may
have led more people to vote for us (but this has a
price – more on that later). Today it is very unlikely
that 7% of the population supports anti-capitalist
measures. It is therefore likely that a clearer anti-
capitalist profile would have reduced the electoral
success. In addition to the lack of a clear anti-capi‐
talist agenda comes also the ignorance, distancing
and in some instances direct critic from several
prominent candidates of the strategy and pro‐
gramme of the Red-Green Alliance

5. The Red-Green Alliance position after the election

The election has strengthened the Red-Green
Alliance's position in parliament. Even if this does
not lead to an actual influence on day-to-day poli‐
tics we will by far become more visible and have
greater weight in the political debate.

Furthermore, the Red-Green Alliance has a sub‐
stantially greater amount of members than before
the elec-tion. The campaign has made formerly
passive and partly inactive members become active
and the spirit is high among the members right
now.

The Red-Green Alliance also receives far more eco‐
nomic resources at Christiansborg (parliament)
and to the party as such.

These two things put together gives us a very good
basis for work to be done in the succeeding years.
But the Red-Green Alliance also has big and partly
new problems. As mentioned above, the situation
in parlia-ment will be very difficult to handle and
our tactics must be very wise if we are to avoid a
situation in which we either renounce our princi‐
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ples by compromising our political foundation or to
the greater majority ap-pear to be a sectarian party
that overturns the government because of 'futile'
principles.

There will be a considerable pressure on us from
the right. It is already there. Journalists, commen‐
tators and leading articles demand that the party
becomes realistic, pragmatic, and responsible –
meaning: just like the other parties. Part of this
pressure will come from S and SF when everything
else fails; partly as a public debate partly by
planned political situations that will make it as dif‐
ficult as possible for the Red-Green Alliance to ex‐
plain why we do not renounce our principles to
save the government.

A special version of the pressure will come from
some of our own voters and perhaps members.
That's the part of the voters and members who con‐
sider the Red-Green Alliance the 'old' SF or the
'real' SF.

Finally, the pressure may stem from an identity-cri‐
sis, if the election results make us see ourselves as a
party that has 12 members of parliament so that we
unofficially start working to secure that result.

6. In part our own fault

Some of these problems would exist, no matter how
we had achieved such a big success and no matter
what had lead to the current parliamentary situa‐
tion. But these problems are also partially self-
inflicted.

The extreme populism of the demands, the partially
toning down of the disagreements with S-SF-R, the
almost complete lack of calls for direct actions, the
clear deselection of the party's own more explicit
anti-capitalist paroles, and the almost monopoly in
representing the party in the national media, that
Johanne was given, reflects that getting the maxi‐
mum amount of votes, has been the overriding con‐
cern behind every initiative and every statement in
the election campaign. As already mentioned this
has contributed to the result, that we all celebrate.
On the other hand the Red-Green Alliance with this

approach has neg-lected to prepare people at large,
our own voters and members for the current politi‐
cal situation.

Thus we face the real risk of a major chock for
many voters and members, if we fail to get a signifi‐
cant in-fluence on the policies of the coming
government.

Time and time again during the election campaign,
Johanne and other leading candidates emphasized,
the shared basic values within the "red block" and
that the disagreements were "well known" and that
it would be possible to sit down at the negotiation
table and work it out. Thus we failed to contribute
to a prepara-tion of that part of the population, that
listens to us, to the fact that S-SF do not wish to ha‐
rass or confront the capitalist/ the rich/ "the sys‐
tem" and therefore often will end up attacking
working people, except by distancing ourselves
from a proposal from S-SF that people should
work12 minutes mere every day.

With the large amount of talk about how the Red-
Green Alliance will use its influence in Parliament,
and the almost complete lack of references to or
calls for direct mass action, there is a risk that the
people who voted for the Red-Green Alliance,
Social Democracy and SF will be completely with‐
out understanding when we after the election will
explain that pressure from the outside is necessary
in order to make S and SF carry out sensible
policies.

When S-SF-R in the coming year will introduce an
economic policy against the crisis, that does not
solve the problems, and which contains attacks on
the working class and welfare benefits in addition
to clear conces-sions to capital, the Red-Green
Alliance will be forced to present anti capitalist in‐
terventions and reform proposals. This is not an
idea, we have prepared our surroundings for during
the election, and even among our own voters, many
will be surprised and turn against us.

In addition to this, the electoral campaign of the
Red-Green Alliance partly played along with the fo‐
cussing on Johanne, for instance by sending her to
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all the important debates. Some of the voters we
gained alone through the personality of Johanne
will turn against us, when the Red-Green Alliance
is forced to supple-ment the basic agitatorial de‐
mands and suggestions with more radical demands
and a clearer emphasis on the fact, that we are not
the critical support troops of S-SF, but a political
alternative to reformism.

At the end of the day, the Red-Green Alliance has,
with its one-eyed focussing on the common ground
with S-SF, on parliamentary influence and on ob‐
taining the maximum votes put itself in a situation,
where there is a risk of suffering a massive drop in
the polls, a considerable amount of members leav‐
ing, and pressure especially from new members,
who will try to turn the Red-Green Alliance into the
party, which was SF, 5 to 10 years ago.

7. Not necessary

It will always be difficult for a socialist party to
strike a balance between the agitatorial demands,
which can receive support here and now, on the
one hand, and on the other, the propaganda for
more radical de-mands and the introduction of the
party as a complete alternative to the other parties.
It is incredibly easy to stray into sectarianism,
where everything said is correct and with full per‐
spective, but where we con-vince nobody, and do
not gain the visibility, that is offered by a strength‐
ened representation in parliament.

But the one-sidedness of the election campaign of
the Red-Green Alliance could have been avoided
with few changes without falling into the sectarian
trap:

If:

– some of our anti-capitalist demand adopted at
the last party conference had been included in the
printed leaflets

– our representatives in public debates once in a
while had presented these demands, when the cri-
sis was debated, or when questions such as "job
and company emigration", "the banks sends the bill

to the customers" or "the national ability to com‐
pete" was popping up – preferably with a comment
about the fact, that we do not expect to get this
adopted in parliament even if we should achieve 15
seats, but we believe that it is necessary.

– our representatives a little more often had men‐
tioned, that it will take outside pressure to per-
suade S and SF to support some of the demands
that we otherwise were promoting in the election
campaign

– our representatives, when confronted with ques‐
tions about the goals and strategy of the party,
more often had said, that these are our goals, but
we do not demand that S and SF implements all
our goals under a new government; or that it is
changes that preconditions, that we have been able
to convince a large majority about them

– our representatives at least had not denied, that
we need to nationalize banks and the major com-
panies or if our representatives had not agreed with
everybody else in the studio, that we need private
enterprise.

8. Strengthen activism and the pressure on a new
government

the Red-Green Alliance thus has a starting point,
which on the one hand is really good (MP´s, mem‐
bers, economy, enthusiasm), but on the other side
we are facing a political situation, which is compli‐
cated, and which we have not prepared ourselves
for in the best possible way.

This means, that the coming period could go terri‐
bly wrong for the Red-Green Alliance. The task now
is for everybody in the Red-Green Alliance to im‐
plement those activities, which most efficiently
strengthen the working class, the class struggle and
the Red-Green Alliance. In the immediate future
that means:

A) We must exploit the enthusiasm over the elec‐
tion result to strengthen activism in, and the or‐
gani-sation of the Red-Green Alliance. We need to
hit the streets again for instance, as the Amager
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branch of the Red-Green Alliance did recently. This
could also mean leaflets with the demands of the
Red-Green Alliance to the negotiations about the
state budget. We need to strengthen the trade
union networks, other structures of intervention,
the branches and SUF [the youth organisation that
works in solidarity with the Red-Green Alliance].

B) We must strengthen all initiatives for demands
and mobilizations from the outside, which can put
pressure on S and SF. This is possible for members
of the Red-Green Alliance and SUF through their
trade unions, educational organisations, tenant's
organisations and in many other places. This could
also happen through debate meetings and common
statements with local branches of S and SF. Such a
pressure can arise both from direct demands to the
government and parliament, through trade union
struggles and from mobilizations against municipal
cuts, which, directly or in-directly will put pressure
on the government to give money to local
government.

C) We must exploit the recently gained strength in
parliament to put maximum pressure on S and SF,
in order to gain the highest possible number of con‐
crete results and to make as many as possible se
and realise that it is S, SF and R, which carries the
blame for not achieving more results and the rea-
son why the new government will get into trouble.

D) We must exploit the newly gained parliamentary
and activist based strength to project our entire po‐
litical alternative both to the bourgeois opposition
and the new government. It will be a major task to
convince people, who have voted for the Red-Green
Alliance, that our policies are right. The same goes
for a big part of the many new members.

E) We have to strengthen the political discussions
and every kind of educational activities inside the
Red-Green Alliance and SUF through: speeches at
public and branch meetings, introductory meet-
ings, study circles, seminars and publications.

F) Education and discussions must include the en‐
tire programme of the Red-Green Alliance. Not in
order to change it, but to educate members and

candidates to parliament in it, so that they gain real
ownership of it, and make it possible to defend it in
wider audiences. This will also test whether the lack
of defence of it and the criticisms of the programme
by some of the candidates expresses real strategic
disagreements, smaller tactical differences or it is
the result of lack of edu-cation and discussions
about how we transform society. This might lead to
a wish to update it and revise it on certain points.
Such a debate about programme will strengthen the
Red-Green Alliance politically. The alternative is to
gradually diminish the status of the programme.

9. Tactics and themes

On the election night, the Red-Green Alliance
turned the searchlight on R. We must continue this
focus. This means that we emphasize the role of
this party as a Trojan horse for the bourgeois oppo‐
sition and as an excuse for the government. By
pointing to what policies would be possible with a
majority of the workers parties in parliament, we
indirectly also criticise the lack of will by S-SF to
distance themselves from bourgeois and neo-liberal
politics and we are already raising the perspective
for a future election: A workers majority, that car‐
ries out workers policies.

The basis for doing so is, that we continue to make
clear that we support the appointment of [the
leader of S], Helle Thorning-Smith, as PM, but that
we are not responsible for the program of the new
government, in other words we will put continuous
pressure on the government from the left.

The question about the early retirement bonus con‐
stitutes a special problem, which we dealt with in
our newsletter for the previous week. Here the con‐
ditions for struggle changes all the time. First and
foremost it should be glaringly clear, that we will
not take part in or approve of any attacks on this
bo-nus. Secondly we must exploit the possibilities
to put pressure on S, SF, R and even DF [Danish
Peoples Party] to the very end. Thirdly we must
loud and clear call on S and SF rather to lose the
vote in Parlia-ment, than put name to and legit‐
imize this "reform" [or rather gradual abolition of]
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the early retire-ment bonus. Participation by S and
SF will lead to disillusionment of everybody, who
expects improve-ment by the new government. But
this of course preconditions that S-SF have man‐
aged to keep R out-side of the government.

In continuation of this, we must challenge S-SF and
R with the proposals and demands that carry the
most support by the members of these parties, and
where they will be hurt the most if they are re-ject‐
ed. Amongst these are: unemployment benefits,
creation of jobs through (green) public invest-
ments, job training for apprentices, municipal wel‐

fare, health care, immigration policies and policies
on law and order.

Finally we must use most possible occasions to ex‐
plain that we have proposals for legislation and
others measures that really can strengthen the
working class and people receiving public support,
because they interfere with the power of capital and
attacks its profits. This work must all the time take
place as a combination of initiatives in parliament
and outside. It is important, that the discussions in
the Red-Green Alliance in the coming months focus
on how best to build such a pressure on the new
gov-ernment around concrete demands.
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I n d i g n a d @ s  m o v e m e n t

15-O: global indignation
Esther Vivas ·

Gradually the rebellion of the indignant
has been taking a real international di‐
mension, beyond actions of sympathy and
solidarity. First there was the Greek
protest movement, prior to the Spanish
and the revolts of the Arab world, which
integrated the symbolism and the meth‐
ods of 15 M and inserted its logic in the
emerging international dynamics. Later,
there has undoubtedly been the start of
the protest in United States, still at an ear‐
ly stage, the most important variable for
the time being, whose fate will be crucial
to the overall development of the
movement.

October 15, 2011 was the most important global
protest since the big day of global mobilization on
February 15, 2003 against the war in Iraq. Of much
more modest dimensions, it nonetheless expresses
a deeper social dynamic than the historic event
against the war which was simultaneously the peak
and the end of the upward phase of the in‐
ternational cycle of anti-globalization process
which exploded in November 1999 during the
Summit of World Trade Organization (WTO) in
Seattle, and that had been gestating since the
January 1994 Zapatista uprising.

"The world has two superpowers: the United States
and world public opinion" wrote the New York
Times after February 15. Since then, however, the
international coordination of protests has lan‐
guished and instruments launched by the anti-
globalization movement like the World Social
Forum have lost strength, centrality and practical
usefulness. The current context is very different
from that in which the anti-globalisation movement
emerged at the end of the previous century. This
cycle occurs in a systemic crisis of historic dimen‐

sions and therefore the depth of the social move‐
ment in course and its social roots is undoubtedly
greater. The vitality of October 15th in the Spanish
state again surprised both domestic and foreign
opinion, thus refuting some impressionistic analy‐
ses on the crisis in the 15-M movement that had
proliferated in recent weeks. We are not dealing
with an episodic phenomenon or a temporary one,
but the beginning of a new wave of opposition that
expresses a deep groundswell that will not
evaporate.

The very nature of global capitalism and the magni‐
tude of the contemporary crisis impel the interna‐
tionalization of social protest. The slogan "United
for global change" expresses well this new "interna‐
tionalism of indignation" that emanates from 15-O,
whose challenge is to trigger a global movement to
bring about another way out of the current civiliza‐
tional crisis.

In contrast to the period of anti-globalisation, the
interrelationship between the different spatial lev‐
els of action, the local, the national and in‐
ternational, is now much stronger. The link be‐
tween the local and global, the concrete and general
is very direct and clear. With the echoes of demon‐
strations in the Arab world, 15-M broke out as a
protest in the Spanish State with demonstrations in
several cities. It quickly dispersed geographically to
an endless number of neighbourhoods and districts
of the big cities. The neighbourhood assemblies
which emerged strengthened the feeling of being
part of a general movement. Its activity localized
global claims and goals of the movement and glob‐
alized specific problems. There is a return ticket
from the neighbourhood to 15-O and vice-versa.

Since its outbreak the movement has resulted in
our country in a strong process of re-politicisation
of society and a revival of interest in collective af‐
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fairs. The indignant tide has not yet achieved
enough consistency to provoke a change of course
and paradigm, but it has resulted in an unprece‐
dented challenge to a very sickly neoliberalism of
ailing legitimacy which attempts to socialize the
cost of the crisis, something which until a few
months ago seemed incontrovertible.

The route that runs from 15-M to 15-O has sent a
message of hope in collective ability to influence
the grim course of humanity. Indignation is not in
vain, it is precisely, as the philosopher Daniel
Bensaïd said, "the opposite of habit and
resignation".
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S pa n i s h  S tat e

Statement by Izquierda Anticapitalista on the
definitive cessation of armed activity by ETA

With this decision, ETA responds unam‐
biguously, whatever the media and others
say, to the clamour for the end of the vio‐
lence that has long been spreading both in
Basque and in Spanish society, as was
highlighted at the recent International
Conference held in Aiete.

Beyond the media confrontation that now occurs as
to the interpretation of the various factors that have
contributed to this decision, what is important is
that it starts a new period in which the central dis‐
cussion should revolve around a dialogue-based
and non-violent solution to the Basque conflict. A
conflict with a long history that wasn't resolved de‐
mocratically in the mythologized Spanish political
transition and that must now be dealt with without
excuses and with the political will of all the parties
to reach an agreement that allows the recognition
of the right of the Basque people to decide their
future.

In this process we consider it necessary to also re‐
spond favourably to demands like the return of
Basque prisoners to Basque country, the repeal of
the "Parot doctrine" or the application of prison
benefits without restrictions, as well as the legaliza‐
tion of Sortu, today pending resolution by the
Constitutional Court. Also, the discretion and arbi‐

trariness that have been tried by that emergency
court, the Audencia Nacional, means that large
numbers of people have been falsely accused of be‐
longing to ETA, by virtue of being linked to differ‐
ent organizations of the abertzale left; this should
be revised to take into account even acquittals such
as those of Egunkaria and Udalbiltza. This recon‐
sideration of an "anti-terrorist" policy that has vio‐
lated the most basic legal guarantees should lead to
generous action by the State like the absolution of
people such as Otegi and Díez Usabiaga, who have
played a key role in pressure on ETA to abandon vi‐
olence and yet are today imprisoned.

This new political phase also opens a new opportu‐
nity for the establishment of new links between the
Basque radical left, in all its components, and that
which is being reconstructing at the scale of the
Spanish state in their common struggle to offer a
radical democratic project, a multinational and
anti-capitalist front against exclusionary Spanish
nationalism and a system in deep crisis. Greater
convergence in action through social mobilization
and institutional action in its service will help to
generate new hopes for breaking with the transition
not only in the Basque country but also in the
Spanish state as a whole.

Friday October 21st, 2011
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I n d o n e s i a

Joint statement in solidarity with Freeport Indonesia
workers

The controversial corporation obtained
the exploration and mining rights through
Work Contract I, several months before
the enactment of Law Number 1/1967 on
Foreign Capital Investment and Law
Number 11/1967 on the Basic Provisions
of Mining during the rule of the New
Order regime of former President
Suharto. Odd but true!

Work Contract I was then renewed by Suharto in
1991. As a result Work Contract II will expire in
2040 and the area of exploration and exploitation
was extended to cover 6.5 percent of the total terri‐
tory of Papua province. It also includes the right to
conduct of underground exploration. Freeport be‐
gan operating 44 years ago but it was not until 1971
that the company began extracting minerals (gold,
copper, silver, molybdenum and rhenium).

In the first decade of its operations, Freeport ex‐
tracted more than 1 million tons of gold, copper
and shiver annually. By 2010 this had reached 3.4
million tons a year. Freeport reaps profits of as
much as 114 billion rupiah a day, so in one year
Freeport's net profit is a high as 41.04 trillion or
US$45.60 billion.

The irony is that the total combined wages of all
Freeport's employees is only 1.4 trillion rupiah a
year or $2.1-3.5 dollars US per hour. This is far
lower than the wages received by Freeport workers
in other countries who receive US$15 or 128,250
rupiah per hour. The proportion received by work‐
ers is only 3.4 percent of Freeport's total profits and
60 percent of its net profit are turned over to
Freeport McMoran.

Based on this compression, it is understandable
that the Freeport Indonesia All Indonesia Workers

Union (SPSI) is demanding a wage increase of be‐
tween US$17.5 to US$43 per hour. Never mind that
Freeport workers in the US receive 30-250 dollars
US per hour. Meanwhile the wage increase awarded
to Freeport Indonesia workers every two years have
only been US40c an hour.

The Freeport Indonesia management meanwhile
has responded to workers' demands with accusa‐
tions of separatism, psychological intimidation,
prohibiting workers from joining the strike, crimi‐
nalisation of workers and most recently repressive
acts by police that resulted in the fatal shooting of
two people, Petrus Ayamiseba and Leo Wandagau,
and the wounding of seven others.

Acts of violence involving Freeport are not new.
During its 44 years of theft, there have been nu‐
merous cases of violence in Papua and the Freeport
mining area of Timika against Freeport workers
and indigenous Papuans.

This clearly demonstrates that Freeport is using vi‐
olence as a tool and means to secure its vital assets.
And, of course, the state since the time of the
Suharto regime through to the current administra‐
tion of President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono and
Vice President Boediono, has fully supported
Freeport's interests.

It is already public knowledge that since the 1970s
Freeport Indonesia has been providing a huge sums
of money for security. A number of documents have
cited that between 1998 and May 2004, Freeport
paid at least 20 million dollars (around 184 billion
rupiah) to the TNI (Indonesian military) and the
police in Papua. There has also been an additional
10 million dollars (around 92 billion rupiah) paid
to the military and police over this period bringing
the total to around 276 billion rupiah. And as ad‐
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mitted by the Papuan regional police themselves,
out of a total of 720 police and military personnel
that are deployed in the Freeport exploration area,
each officer receives 1.25 million rupiah a month in
additional wages outside of regular funds.

In contrast to this, in 2011 the Central Statistics
Agency (BPS) recorded that the poverty rate in
Papua province stood at 80.07 percent or 1.5 mil‐
lion people living in poverty. This is clear evidence
that Freeport does not provide any contribution to
the welfare of the Papuan people.

Freeport, which is the largest gold and cooper mine
in the world, not only steals the country's natural
wealth, muzzles democracy, violates human rights
and impoverishes the Papuan people, but also de‐
stroys the environment. In a single day of opera‐
tion, Freeport disposes 230,000 tons of waste into
the Aghawagon River and other rivers in the vicini‐
ty. The acid rock drainage, or the disposal water
containing acid (around 360,000-510,000 tons a
day), has already destroyed two valleys covering an
area of 6.5 kilometers to a depth of 300 meters.

It becomes increasingly clear that there are no
grounds to for Freeport Indonesia to be allowed to
continue its exploration and mining activities.
Freeport must be closed down!

Based upon the fact above we make the following
demands:

– The withdraw all non-organic TNI and police
personnel from the Freeport area and Papua
– The arrest of James Moffet, Freeport Indonesia
President Director Armando Muhler, Freeport
Executive Vice President Sinta Sirait and company
spokesperson Ramdani Sirait
– The broadest possible dialogue for the Papuan
people that is democratic and free from coercion
– A full investigation into human rights violations
at Freeport and in Papua;
– An end to union busting
– An end to the use of contract labour
– An international standard wage
– Freeport must be held liable for its past and cur‐
rent crimes

– Dismiss the national police chief, the Papua re‐
gional police chief and the Timika district police
chief
– Freeport must take responsibility for the environ‐
mental damage it has caused

We call on all people, let us unite. We are the 99
percent in the world who are oppressed. Freeport,
James Moffet, President Yudhoyono and Vice
President Boediono, the political elite and the
Indonesian political parties that benefit from
Freeport, are the 1 percent that oppresses the rest
of us. Yesterday it was Petrus Ayamiseba and Leo
Wandagau who were murdered. Next anyone who
resists will suffer the same fate. We must therefore
unite, act in solidarity and fight back!

44 years of theft, 44 years of state protection, end
the violence and close Freeport now

Jakarta, October 20, 2011

Indonesian People Solidarity for Freeport's
Workers:

The Student Alliance Against Neoliberalism
(AMAN), the Working People's Association (PRP),
the People's Liberation Party (PPR), the
Commission for Missing Persons and Victims of
Violence (Kontras), the Papua Student Alliance
(AMP), the Free Women's National Network
(Perempuan Mahardika), the Papuan Traditional
Social Community Against Corruption (Kampak),
the Indonesian Legal Aid and Human Rights
Association (PBHI), the Indonesian Trade Union
Congress Alliance (KASBI), the National Solidarity
Committee (KSN), the Papuan NGO Forum for
Cooperation (Foker Papua), the PT Freeport
Indonesia All Indonesia Workers Union (SPSI PT
FI), the National Students Front (FMN), the
Association of Independent Trade Unions (GSBI),
the Indonesian Independent Union (SMI), the
Greater Jakarta Workers Federation of Struggle
(FPBJ), the Indonesian Center for Labour Struggle
(PPBI), the Student Struggle Center for National
Liberation (PEMBEBASAN), the Indonesian
Transportation Trade Union of Struggle (SBTPI),
the Working People's Association-Organisational
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Saviours Committee (KPO-PRP), the Green
Indonesia Union (SHI), the State Electricity

Company Trade Union (SP-PLN) and the United
Student Action (KAM Laksi).

[Translated by James Balowski.]
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F o o d  c r i s i s

The food crisis strikes again
Esther Vivas ·

This increase in the cost of food, especial‐
ly basic grains, has serious consequences
for southern countries with low incomes
and dependency on food imports, and for
the millions of families in these countries
that devote between 50 and 60 percent of
their income to food—a figure that rises to
80 percent in the poorest countries. In
these countries, the rise in the price of
food products makes them inaccessible.

We are approaching a billion people—one out of
every six on the planet—that today do not have ac‐
cess to adequate food. World Bank president,
Robert Zoellick, affirmed that the current food cri‐
sis has increased the number of persons who suffer
chronic hunger by 44 million. In 2009, this number
was surpassed, reaching 1.023 billion people un‐
dernourished on the planet, a figure that went
down slightly in 2010, but without returning to the
levels before the food and economic crisis of 2008
and 2009.

The present crisis takes place in the context of an
abundance of food. Food production has multiplied
over the three decades since the sixties, while the
world population has merely doubled since then.
There's plenty of food. Contrary to what in‐
ternational institutions like the FAO, World Bank
and World Trade Organization say, it's not a prob‐
lem of production, but rather a problem of access to
food. These organizations urge an increase in pro‐
duction through a new Green Revolution, which
would only make the food, social and ecological
crises worse.

Popular rebellions

The popular rebellions in northern Africa and the
Middle East had among the many catalysts the rise

in food prices. In December of 2010, in Tunes, the
poorest of the population occupied the frontline of
the conflict, demanding, among other things, ac‐
cess to food.

In January of 2011, youth demonstrated in Algeria
blocking highways, burning stores and attacking
police stations to protest for the rise of prices in ba‐
sic foods. Similar cases were seen in Jordan, Sudan
and Yemen. Egypt is the largest importer of wheat
in the world, and depends on food imports.

Evidently other factors came into play in the upris‐
ings: high unemployment, lack of democratic free‐
doms, corruption, lack of housing and basic ser‐
vices, etc. In any case, the rise in food prices was
one of the initial catalysts.

A central cause

What are the causes of the new spike in the cost of
our meals? Although international institutions and
experts have pointed to several elements such as
meteorological phenomena that affect harvests in
produce countries, the increase in the demand in
emerging countries, financial speculation, the
growing production of agrofuels, among others—
various indices point to speculation with raw food
materials as one of the main reasons for food price
increases.

In 2007-2008 the world experienced a profound
food crisis. Basic foods prices such as wheat, soy
and rice rose by 130%, 87% and 74% respectively.
Then, as now, several causes converged, but the
most important were production of agrofuels and
the growing speculative investment in the food fu‐
tures markets. But this increase in the price of food
leveled off in 2009, in part probably due to the eco‐
nomic crisis and a reduction in financial
speculation.
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By mid 2010, with international financial markets
calmed down and huge sums of public money in‐
jected into the private banks, food speculating
struck again and the price of foods began to rise. To
"save the banks", after the financial crisis of 2008-
2009, it is estimated that the governments of rich
countries gave a total of $20 trillion dollars to sta‐
bilize the banking system and lower interest rates.

With the influx of money, speculators saw incen‐
tives to acquire new loans and buy merchandise
that predictably would rise rapidly in value. The
same banks, high-risk funds, etc. that caused the
subprime mortgage crisis are currently responsible
for speculation in raw materials and the rise in the
price of food, taking advantage of unregulated glob‐
al commodity markets.

The food crisis is intimately linked to the economic
crisis and the logic of a system that promotes, for
example, plans to bail out Greece and Ireland while
sacrificing their sovereignty to international insti‐
tutions, just as it sacrifices food sovereignty of the
peoples to the interests of the market.

A grower's guarantee or a speculator's bonanza?

There has always been some speculation in the
price of foods and this is the logic behind futures
markets. In their current form, futures markets
date back to the mid-1900s when they began in the
United States. These are legal standardized agree‐
ments to buy and sell physical merchandise in a
previously established time period in the future and
have been a mechanism to guarantee a minimum
price to the producer faced with the oscillations of
the market.

It works like this: Farmers sell their production to
traders before harvest to protect themselves from
uncertainties in the weather, for example, and to
guarantee a future price. The trader also benefits.
When the harvest is bad, the farmer still gets a
good income and when the harvest is optimal, the
trader benefits even more.

This same mechanism is used by speculators to
make money off the deregulation of the raw materi‐

als markets that was spurred in the mid-nineties in
the United States and Great Britain by banks, free-
market politicians and high-risk funds in the con‐
text of the process of deregulation of the world
economy. The contracts to buy and sell food be‐
came "derivatives" that could be traded indepen‐
dently of the real agricultural transactions. A new
business was born—food speculation.

Speculators today have more weight in the futures
markets, even though these transactions have noth‐
ing to do with real supply and demand. Mike
Masters, manager of Masters Capital Management,
points out that in 1998 speculative financial invest‐
ment in the agricultural sectors was around 25%
and today it is close to 75%. These transactions are
carried out in the markets, the most important of
which on the world level is the commodities market
in Chicago, while in Europe food and raw materials
are traded in the futures markets of London, Paris,
Amsterdam and Frankfurt.

A "100% natural deposit"

In 2006/2007, following the fall in the high-risk
mortgage loan market in the United States, institu‐
tional investors like banks, insurance companies
and investment funds sought safer and higher yield
places to invest their money. Food and raw materi‐
als became a popular alternative. As the price of
food soared, investments in the food futures mar‐
kets rose, pushing the price of grains up and wors‐
ening inflation in food prices.

In Germany, the Deutsche Bank announced easy
earnings if invested in rising agricultural products.
And similar business deals were promoted by the
major European bank BNP Paribas. Catalunya
Caixa urged its clients in January 2011 to invest in
raw materials under the slogan a "100% natural
deposit".

What did they offer? A guarantee of 100% of capital
with the possibility of obtaining profits of up to 7%
annually. How? According to the ads, based on "the
evolution of yields in three food products: sugar,
coffee and corn". To assure such high yields, the
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ads pointed out that prices of these three products
had increased at 61%, 34% and 38% respectively
over the past months due to "growing demand that
is increasing above the rate of production", because
of the increase in world population, and agrofuels
production.

Catalunya Caixa left out important information,
however: food speculation that provided such
handsome profits increases the price of food,
makes it inaccessible to large parts of the popula‐
tion in the global South and condemns thousands
of people to hunger, poverty and death in these
countries.

Oil dependency

Another element that exacerbated the food crisis is
the heavy dependency on oil of the current model
of food production and distribution. The rise in the
price of oil had a direct impact on the similar rise in
the cost of basic foods. In 2007 and 2008 the price
of oil and the price of foods reached record levels.
Between July of 2007 and June of 2008, crude oil
went from 75 dollars a barrel to 140 dollars, while
the price of basic foods went from 160 dollars to
225, according to the FAO Food Index.

Food and agriculture have become heavily depen‐
dent on oil. Following the Second World War and
with the Green Revolution in the sixties and seven‐
ties, and with the supposed increase in production,
an intensive and industrial model of agriculture
was adopted. In the current system, our food trav‐
els thousands of kilometers before it arrives on our
tables; production requires the intensive use of
farm machinery, chemicals pesticides, herbicides
and fertilizers. This model could not exist without
oil.

The rise in the price of oil and the strategy of gov‐
ernments to combat climate change has led to a
growing investment in the production of alternative
fuels, agrofuels, such as biodiesel and bioethanol,
made from sugar, corn and other crops. But this
production has entered into direct competition
with food production for consumption and is now
another cause of the rise in food prices.

The World Bank recognizes that when the price of
oil goes over fifty dollars a barrel, a 1% increase
causes a 0.9% increase in the price of corn, since
"for every dollar that the price of oil rises the prof‐
itability of ethanol rises and consequently the de‐
mand for corn grows."

Since 2004, two-thirds of the rise in world produc‐
tion of corn was destined to satisfy the North
American demand for agrofuels. In 2010, 35% of
the corn harvest in the United States, which is 14%
of world production, was used to produce ethanol.
And the tendency is on the rise.

But beyond the causes such as food speculation and
the rise in oil prices that has an impact on the
growing investment in agrofuels, leading to compe‐
tition among grain production for consumption
and for transportation, the food and agriculture
system is profoundly vulnerable and in the hands of
the market. The growing liberalization of the sector
in the last decades, the privatization of natural re‐
sources (water, land, seed), the imposition of a in‐
ternational model of trade at the service of private
interests, etc., has led to the current crisis.

As long as agriculture and food continue to be con‐
sidered merchandise in the hands of the highest
bidder, and business interests prevail over food
needs and the limits of the planet, our food security
and the welfare of the earth are far from assured.

info: http://esthervivas.wordpress.com/eng

http://esthervivas.wordpress.com/eng


International Viewpoint · IV441 – October 2011

28

S y r i a

The current stage of the revolution
Ghayath Naisse ·

Doha was also the scene of several meet‐
ings of the Syrian opposition under Qatari
patronage, following the visit by the Emir
of the Qatar to Iran, aimed at bringing to‐
gether the different components of the op‐
position in a single framework, National
Council or other, to speak on behalf of the
opposition as a whole.

What is going on?

On the ground the peaceful popular uprising, after
six months and despite the enormous sacrifices
made in the confrontation with the bloodthirsty
dictatorial regime, has not yet brought the latter
down. The regime still retains enormous potential
for violence and murder. Yet this courageous upris‐
ing is continuing and will not stop despite all the
means of repression of the ruling clique. It is a per‐
manent revolutionary situation, in the sense that
the popular layers can no longer accept being gov‐
erned as in the past, and that those in power can no
longer govern as before, with the middle layers os‐
cillating between these two poles even if they begin
to join the first.

The regime has not fallen, not yet, but it is very
much weaker, has lost its internal legitimacy and
has faced international condemnation for its savage
methods. It has not been able – and will not be able
- to crush this permanent popular uprising. The re‐
actions of the imperialist countries, the United
Nations and other international institutions and re‐
gional forces, have never been about overthrowing
the regime militarily, they want to do let the situa‐
tion run while they find an alternative: their critical
reactions stem from their difficulty in continuing to
remain silent on the massacres of civilians perpe‐
trated by the regime for many months. But in re‐

cent weeks, these countries have again gone almost
silent.

It should be noted that the so-called international
community (the imperialist forces) and regional
forces have given and still give the regime a stay of
execution which continues to allow it to extinguish
the uprising, at the cost of a sea of blood and the
suffering of the masses. The Iranian and Russian
Governments and their allies have developed a dis‐
course around respecting the right of the people to
freedom, but they insist on the need for a dialogue
between the regime and the opposition, with these
two regimes in the position of mediators in this dia‐
logue. Some currents in the opposition are pro‐
posed to work with the latter on this basis. The
Qatari efforts will go in the same direction.

It seems clear that the Iranian-Russo-Qatari con‐
sensus aims to lead the opposition (and to a lesser
extent to reassure the regime which rejects even the
most formal concession) into a dialogue to get out
of the impasse in which the ruling oligarchy finds
itself, to prevent the collapse of the regime, and
save the bases of the latter by accepting a few for‐
mal changes, including the participation of the op‐
position in the government.

Meanwhile, the opposition is experiencing a tur‐
moil which led to a redefinition of alliances and
multiple proposals for ways out of the crisis. This is
understandable, after a long absence of political ac‐
tivity because of the dictatorship, but a mood has
invaded its political discourse to the effect that an
alliance speaking with one voice (National Council,
Transitional Council or otherwise) would be a pre‐
requisite for victory (sic)! The failure of the pletho‐
ra of councils appointed has resulted in a certain
disappointment in the opposition and revolution‐
ary milieus on the ground. However, that the (re‐
united) opposition must speak with one voice is
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primarily a regional and international demand (es‐
pecially from Turkey and Western countries), but is
in no way a condition for the uprising to progress
or triumph. It seems also, in the light of the failures
in the past, that the realization of an alliance of all
political forces is not necessarily possible or
necessary.

What would be eminently more useful is a coalition
of the actual forces of the revolution on the basis of
common principles. It is more important to unify
efforts in common struggles on the ground to over‐
throw the dictatorship than to build new political
alliances in countless more television and media
oriented congresses and other meetings. The unity
of all in a formation which claims to be the sole and
legitimate representative of the Syrian people (like
the PLO) is neither possible nor necessary. The im‐
portant thing is knowing who? why? And especial‐
ly: how? The opposition includes different voices,
some calling for dialogue with the regime (albeit
with conditions), others in a transitional phase in
relation the regime and finally others calling for the
downfall of the regime. Also, will this be driven by
the Syrian people alone (peacefully or by force of
arms)? By a foreign military intervention? Or by a
revolutionary strategy for the masses to bring down
the regime and build their democratic power? It is
the latter that the revolution needs and not who
proposes or constitutes such and such a national
council.

Thus, the attempts of local coordination (groups
that organize struggles) and revolutionaries on the
ground in relation to the opposition come from the
above mentioned absence of a clear strategy to

overcome the dictatorship and the illusions of some
that the traditional [liberal] opposition forces can
propose one. Yet, after six months of spontaneous
uprising, the revolutionaries have understood that
this failure will not be satisfied by the forces of the
traditional opposition who focus on a non-vital is‐
sue, namely that of unification at all costs and how
to share power.

In any case, while the regime brutally carries out all
kinds of killings and torture against the masses in
revolt, while the uprising has still not switched the
relationship of forces in favour of the latter, any di‐
alogue with this bloodthirsty ruling clique would be
only submission, surrender and a betrayal of the
revolution and the sacrifices made by our people.

We call for the unification of the left involved in the
revolution (it is still divided into small groups) in a
united formation to enable it to have more influ‐
ence and to be more effective in the current revolu‐
tionary process. This left will call for the building
from now of a constituent assembly and the bases
of a revolutionary popular power from below,
through the building of councils or coordinations of
workers, peasants, neighbourhoods, soldiers, and
so on, to lead the struggle and the daily life of re‐
gions, and the accumulation of strikes and forms of
civil disobedience up to the mass general strike. It
will also call for the formation of a revolutionary
people's government, which is the expression of
wide popular layers, emanating from these councils
and coordinations, to bring down the dictatorial
regime and lead the revolutionary process towards
its objectives
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C h i l e

New perspectives for the Chilean anticapitalist Left

SolidaritéS: What is the situation of the
anticapitalist Left in Chile today?

Sebastian Farfán Salinas: The Chilean anticapi‐
talist Left of the 1960s and 1970s has largely disap‐
peared, not only because of the repression of the
dictatorship, but also, after the struggles of the
1980s, in particular those of the Frente Patriótico
Manuel Rodriguez [1], because of very brutal re‐
pression by the successive governments of the
Concertation [2]. To that, it should be added that
the social and ideological consequences of the tri‐
umphant neoliberalism of the 1990s was to the ad‐
vantage of the Dialogue, which painted a glowing
picture of the future. From the 1990s, the revolu‐
tionary Left was thus maintained in a kind of mar‐
ginality, organizing small circles in the universities.
However, since the middle of the last decade, the
situation has gradually changed, with a certain ac‐
cumulation of forces and an internal reorganization
which enabled it to approach the "penguin revolu‐
tion" of 2006 [3] in a much better position, re‐
launching the discussion on an anticapitalist
perspective.

SolidaritéS: What relation is there between this
new radical Left and previous organizations like the
MIR [4] or the Frente Patriotico Manuel
Rodriguez?

Sebastian Farfán Salinas: These organizations
still exist, split into multiple currents which often
argue among themselves. But the new generation
which has emerged since 2006 does not have an or‐
ganic relationship with these organizations, while
trying to learn about and discuss their experiences,
but also to rediscover their political achievements
and their leading figures. This generation is devel‐
oping its own forms of political organization and
intervention. It was initially organized in a dis‐
persed fashion, at the regional level, before starting

to converge in the course of several experiences of
struggle, in particular of the forest and copper
workers in 2007, and especially the student move‐
ment this year. Some of us then started to aspire to
positions of responsibility within the movement,
occupied up to now by the forces of the
Concertation or by the Chilean CP. That has en‐
abled us to develop radical demands with a mass
audience in the heart of these mobilizations, de‐
mands which interested neither the Concertation
nor the CP, such as free education at all levels, the
renationalization of copper, or changing the
Constitution. It is on the basis of this extremely rich
experience that the Chilean anticapitalist Left of the
new generation is reorganizing.

SolidaritéS: What are the political references of
this new anticapitalist Left?

Sebastian Farfán Salinas: The collectives which
are developing at present are marked by different
political references. Overall, we can distinguish an
autonomous sector, influenced by Toni Negri, and a
Marxist sector, in which I situate myself. But our
Marxist, Leninist or Guevarist references do not
lead us to constitute small ideological organiza‐
tions, but to try to build a mass anticapitalist party.
This same process has been repeated in several re‐
gions of Chile independently: for example, we in
Valparaiso have discovered collectives of the same
type as ours throughout the country, with which we
did not have any organic link. Between now and
next year, we would like to unify this revolutionary
student Left at the national level in a single organi‐
zation of a Marxist character: the Union nacional
estudiantil (National Student Union). We are dis‐
cussing actively among ourselves, learning to know
each other better, but we do not want to take on
board the phantasms of the past, with its quarrels
and its factions, repeated ad infinitum, which have
their roots in the defeats of previous decades, but
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constitute so many obstacles to recommencing a
process of organization. Through the experience of
this student movement, we have followed a real
crash course on the workings of the institutions and
of the ruling class of our country, on repression and
how to confront it, on the democratic
organization of a mass movement. We can stand on
our own two feet.

SolidaritéS: What does the anticapitalist Left rep‐
resent within the present leadership of the
movement?

Sebastian Farfán Salinas: We have succeeded
in forming an independent bloc within Confech
(the Confederation of Chilean Students), starting
from the anticapitalist collectives. And this year,
whereas its leadership was traditionally dominated
by the CP, there remains only one member of the
Communist Youth among the eight representatives
of the national executive, Camila Vallejo, and one
representative of the forces of the Concertation,
Giorgio Jackson. The six others belong to the inde‐
pendent bloc; three belong to the revolutionary Left
and three are in contact with it, in other words we
are trying to win them to our project of the Union
nacional estudiantil. Our relations are quite tense
with the Communist Party, which sees us as dan‐
gerous competition which is continuously progress‐
ing, with an orientation much more radical than it.
It suffers from the discredit of the Concertation, on
which it is politically and electorally dependent.
However, for us, whoever works with the
Concertation is working with the enemy. They justi‐
fy themselves by explaining that it is a question of a
tactical choice. For the bourgeois press, the moder‐
ate and rational wing of the student movement is
clearly identified with Giorgio Jackson and Camila
Vallejo, while the "extremists" are identified with
the representative of the University of Concepción,
Guillermo Petersen, with myself and some others,
who are constantly stigmatized by the dominant
media ( [5].

SolidaritéS: Where are you with the process of or‐
ganizing a unified anticapitalist Left today in Chile?

Sebastian Farfán Salinas: We are engaged in a
process of constitution. It is a question of bringing
together groups which all have a general reference
to Marxism. They may read Che Guevara, like us in
Valparaiso, Miguel Enriquez [6], like those in
Concepción, or Lenin like those in the North, etc.
In any case, the collectives concerned are quite
broad and numerous. And we all defend an anti‐
capitalist orientation and a revolutionary perspec‐
tive of social transformation for today. However, in
order to go forward, we must develop a political
project which is addressed to the whole country,
which goes beyond the framework of student youth
and is aimed at the workers, the populations of the
poor neighbourhoods, etc. We must define an ori‐
entation, develop a programme and make tactical
choices.

SolidaritéS: In the framework of the present
movement, have you established ongoing relations
with combative trade-union sectors in the work
places. And if so, of what kind?

Sebastian Farfán Salinas: We have come into
contact with trade unions whose leaderships are
combative, and indeed even revolutionary. We have
thus succeeded in linking the demand for free edu‐
cation at all the levels with the objective of the re‐
nationalization of the copper mines. By taking back
control of our natural resources to satisfy the needs
of the population and by expelling the multination‐
al corporations, we could finance free education
and health in Chile. Around this demand we orga‐
nized a mobilization with the SITECO trade union
of El Teniente, one of the principal copper mines of
the country [7], whose leader is a young and very
combative trade unionist, Jorge Peña. On June 15,
we marched shoulder to shoulder, copper workers
and students, in Santiago. This junction is very im‐
portant for us, because Chile is an economically
dominated country, exporting raw materials, and
when the copper workers go on strike, the Chilean
economy stops. Trade unions like SITECO - and it
is not the only one - blame the bureaucratic orien‐
tation of the leaders of the CUT (United Workers'
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Confederation), linked to the leading layers of the
Concertation.

SolidaritéS: What are the essential debates that
you will have to conduct in order to advance to‐
wards the formation of a revolutionary anticapital‐
ist organization in Chile?

Sebastian Farfán Salinas: Very recently, Chile
had the unhappy experience of the Movimiento de
los pueblos y los trabajadores (MPT, Workers' and
People's Movement), which appeared in 2009, and
which brought together many currents of the anti‐
capitalist Left and the most varied kinds of associa‐
tion. The problem was that it imported the old ar‐
guments coming from these formations. So we
think that it is necessary to take up again the
project of establishing an organization of the anti‐
capitalist Left at the national level, starting from
the youth which has mobilized, even if that takes a
little more time. This new political generation must
be formed theoretically, work out a coherent pro‐
gramme and develop the bonds of confidence that
are necessary between the many groups which
comprise it. Our task resembles that of Luis Emilio
Recabarren, who was the first organizer of the
Chilean labour movement, socialist then commu‐
nist, at the beginning of the twentieth century. The
discussions which we are having are comparable to
those that are taking place on an international level
on the present crisis of capitalism, on the socialism
of the twenty-first century, on the role of elections -
because we are being solicited by electoral forces,
Concertation and the CP.

What we want is to position our organization in
building, developing and organizing real mass
movements. We read the classics of Marxism, we
discuss and we think, but we also want to contest
all the spaces of leadership of the mass movement
with those who support compromise with the capi‐
talist order. For that, the anticapitalist organization
that we want to build will have to fulfil these two
roles, of theoretical and ethical education of its
members, but also of social intervention. We want
to go beyond the phase of marginality of the radical
Left of the 1990s, when its collectives spent most of

their time discussing among themselves.
Personally, I fought to bring together all the stu‐
dent collectives of Valparaiso within our
Federation, and it is on this basis that I represent
our city within Confech at the national level. Our
student collectives are numerous: for example, we
can count on an about sixty well-organized activists
in University of Valparaiso alone.

SolidaritéS: What are your relations with the ac‐
tivists of the Mapuche people?

Sebastian Farfán Salinas: They are very impor‐
tant. A Federation of Mapuche Students has been
accepted within Confech - even though there is no
Mapuche university as such, the Mapuche students
fight for the recognition of their rights, in particular
their cultural rights. In spite of the opposition of
the Concertation and the CP, this integration of the
Federation of Mapuche Students has resulted on
the institutional level in the automatic attribution
of one place out of eight for this federation on the
national executive of Confech.

SolidaritéS: What is the role of women within
your movement and its leaderships?

Sebastian Farfán Salinas: Chile is a very con‐
servative, traditionalist country with regard to the
place of the women in society. As in other Latin
American countries, men continue to have a domi‐
nant position in all aspects of social life. When
Michelle Bachelet came to power, there was much
talk about equality, but few things changed for the
large majority of women: according to certain stud‐
ies, in Chile, women earn less than half as much as
men. Having said that, within the student move‐
ment, we have experienced a very important
process of transformation: women assume a role
equivalent to that of the men. In my university, sev‐
eral women are leaders, even though the question
of parity is not discussed formally. Before me, it
was Jimena Muñoz who led the Federation of the
University of Valparaiso (at present, she is leading
the development of the Popular University in our
region); at the Catholic University of Valparaiso, it
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is also a woman, Carla Amtmann, who has been at
the head of the movement.

SolidaritéS: What place do you give your thinking
and in your struggles to ecological issues, in partic‐
ular concerning Patagonia?

Sebastian Farfán Salinas: In Chile, it is the hy‐
droelectric project of Aysen, in the south of Chile,
which has polarized the debate for some time. It is
a gigantic project for several dams, financed in par‐
ticular by Spanish capital, which is meant to pro‐
vide the whole country with electricity. It is a major
ecological disaster, but also an extremely important
economic and social question. In fact, the dimen‐
sions of these dams are not designed to produce
electricity for the basic needs for the Chilean peo‐
ple, but for the big transnational mining compa‐
nies, which plunder our resources and destroy our
environment for the profit of the big shareholders
of the dominant countries. It should be said that
this mobilization largely contributed politically to
preparing the emergence of the present student
movement pol. Beyond HydroAysen, the project of
Isla Riesco (more than a hundred kilometres to the
west of Punta Arenas), which aims at starting up
coal mining again to reduce energy costs - and thus
production costs – no matter what the cost for the
environment, is also giving rise to strong
opposition.

Solidarités: Which relations are there between
your movement in Chile and the forces contesting
the established order in Latin America?

Sebastian Farfán Salinas: On the basis of our
struggle, we have succeeded in establishing con‐
tacts with other organizations in Latin America.
Recently, with the Frente Popular Darío Santillán
in Argentina (an anticapitalist and anti-imperialist
movement, founded in 2004, and which already
has several thousand members]. In a broader
sense, with the most radicalized political and social
sectors, around the ALBA (Allianza bolivariana
para las Américas), in particular in Venezuela.
They have the project of forming a movement capa‐
ble of bringing together a new generation of revolu‐
tionaries on a continental scale: America en pie
(America upright), which should be in Porto Alegre
next November. It is important for us to think
about institutional successes, of a reformist charac‐
ter, which have been won in Venezuela, in Bolivia,
in Ecuador etc, and which however represent im‐
portant advances, in spite of their contradictions.
On the international level, our movement has been
very attentive to the revolutions of the "Arab
Spring", with the movement of the indignados in
Spain, and more recently with the movement of oc‐
cupations, which began in Wall Street, in the
United States. In Chile, we have understood that
the battle over education challenges the essential
logics of capitalism and that we can really confront
them only on an international level. The question of
the revolution is being posed again for the new gen‐
erations which have turned their backs on the de‐
bates of the 1990s on "the end of history", even
though the way towards victory is long and sown
with obstacles.
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P a k i s ta n

Occupy Lahore: Anti Capitalist Camp

The camp is being set up in solidarity with
the worldwide Occupy Movement and the
growing unrest amongst people's caused
by the global economic recession.

Addressing the press conference, Progressive Youth
Front representative Ammar Ali Jaan honoured
October 15 the world stood against the capitalist fi‐
nancial system . This unrest has been developing
since 2008 here people believed governments
would take to task those responsible for causing the
global financial crisis. However, governments gave
billions of dollars to bail out financial institutions
and corporations at the cost of the masses. In the
context of Pakistan which is facing numerous or‐
deals like price hikes, electricity and gas shortages,
and at a structural level feudalism, and capitalism,
the security state and there is a global realisation
that the system that was preserved by governments
has failed us in Pakistan as well and must be
overturned.

Lawyer Misha Rehman said, "Very rarely do mo‐
ments arise when we can get together as a commu‐
nity for dialogue. The purpose of the camp is to
provide that space where people can discuss every‐
day issues, criticize existing systems and find solu‐
tions through sustainable engagements."

"One of the slogans the Occupy movements has
taken up is, 'We, the 99% of the world, stand up
against the 1%.' We understand that the 99% needs
to formulate its political voice and this will be an
opportunity for the people to formulate a political
voice," she said.

Workers' Party Pakistan Vice President Naeem
Shakir stated that almost 50 per cent of the general
population has been swallowed by impoverish‐
ment. "Our view is that this space will give the si‐
lenced a voice and the hope is to find a long term
plan and vision for Pakistanis who are suffering at

the hands of status quo mainstream parties," he
said. He said, "the camp hopes to encourage people
to leave their house and discuss the issues in a pro‐
gressive environment."

Labour Party spokesperson Farooq Tariq appealed
to the residents of Lahore and its neighboring local‐
ities to join the camp at Nasir Bagh. He said the
National Trade Union Federation, Pakistan Trade
Union Federation, Railway workers, PTCL, Katchi
Abadi alliances, the National Student Federation,
Muttahida Labour Federation, the Progressive
Youth Forum and other progressive groups have
confirmed participation.

The speakers announced discussions were already
underway in Islamabad, Karachi, Faisalabad,
Mianwali and Okara to hold similar events.

Invitation to Anti-Capitalism Camp in Lahore on Saturday,
22nd Oct at Nasir Bagh

Dear Friends,

This is to invite you all for the Anti-Capitalism
Camp to be set up at Nasir Bagh on Saturday, 22nd
Oct at 12:00 noon. Progressive forces in Lahore are
uniting to express their solidarity with the pro‐
testers at Wall Street and around the world who are
expressing their anger and their disgust at current
crisis of capitalism. It is clear that capitalism has
become an impediment to a dignified life for a vast
majority of people around the world. These global
protests are a way to let our policy-makers know
that enough is enough and that this system based
on the exploitation of ordinary people will no
longer be tolerated. It is a way of reclaiming the po‐
litical space that had almost been completely taking
over by financiers and industrialists with little re‐
gard for the interests of the common people. But
most importantly, it is a movement that identifies
capitalism as the central problem and challenges us

https://internationalviewpoint.org/+-Pakistan-+
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to think of alternatives to the current system that
has worked wonders for the rich but has miserably
failed for ordinary people around the world.

We in Lahore wish to become part of this global up‐
surge against Capital. Of course, we have our own
issues and context in Pakistan which we would like
to highlight. Here, the failures of the system are far
too obvious; Hunger, unemployment, load shed‐
ding, unequal land distribution, price hike, dictato‐
rial attitude of the IMF and World bank, religious
fundamentalism, military oligarchy and US imperi‐
alism are some of the more obvious problems
caused by capitalism. What connects us to the
struggles taking place all over the world is the uni‐
versal category of Capital that structures our lives
and it is time we try to move beyond it.

For over 200 years, the advent and consolidation of
capitalism in our region has ruined the lives of mil‐

lions of peasants, workers and students. It is these
forces that are today uniting to initiate a struggle
against this decadent system. Our decision to set-
up a camp at Nasir Bagh is a first step in that direc‐
tion. We invite progressive forces to come to these
anti-capitalist camp and raise their own issues so
that Nasir bagh turns into a festival of the resurgent
Pakistani left. We know that overcoming capitalism
is no easy task and it will require a much larger and
prolonged struggle to fight. But its a task that we
must undertake or else accept our miserable fate as
being inevitable and eternal. This camp gives us the
opportunity to intervene in public discourse and to
ignite a public debate on the need for an alternative
system. It will be the first step towards a greater
movement for a fundamental break with
capitalism.

All Power to the People!
Down with Capitalism and Imperialism.



International Viewpoint · IV441 – October 2011

36

H o n g  K o n g

Three hundred demonstrators occupied City Center
Hong Kong to protest against capitalism

Throughout the afternoon there was a fo‐
rum, where groups and individuals took
the floor in turn. Left 21 members at‐
tacked capitalism for bringing the dispari‐
ty of wealth because it only cares about
profit. In Hong Kong a handful of rich
people monopolize the wealth of the peo‐
ple so the latter can only earn subsistence
wages. The anti-nuclear alliance activist
Man Si Wei pointed out that the nuclear
power industry was nurtured by the nu‐
clear industry in order to make money.
The nuclear industry colluded with the
government and the United Nations in
fooling the public over the issue of the so
called safety level of the amount of radia‐
tion absorbed by the body, which does not
have real scientific basis. The Japanese
government, after the disaster in
Fukushima, raised the safety level arbi‐
trarily proved this. Lam Chi Leung from
Pioneer pointed out that global capitalism

has become a big casino. Huge amounts of
social resources are concentrated in the
hands of a few large financial groups,
while public medical care, education and
social welfare are denied the necessary
funding. He called for the overthrowing of
the regime of the rich to make way for a
government of the working people to fix
the problem.

In the late afternoon the forum was adjoined, and
all participants marched to the headquarter of the
HSBC to continue the assembly and occupation.
After the demonstrators arrived at the HSBC head‐
quarters, the police warned demonstrators that
their assembly was illegal, and the demonstrators
responded with boo. Eventually they were left un‐
touched by the police. There are dozens of pro‐
testers who camped at the site overnight and are
now still ongoing when this report is made.

October 17, 2011

First published on China Labour Net.
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G r e e c e

"A country being bled white and destroyed by those
who claim to save it"
Sonia Mitralia ·

I come from Greece, a country being bled
white and destroyed by those who claim to
save it, the International Monetary Fund,
the European Central Bank and the
European Commission. After the adop‐
tion, application and above all the failure
of the four shock treatments known as the
Memoranda, and the current application
of the fifth, which is the toughest and
most inhuman, Greece is no longer the
country that we knew: now, the streets are
empty after sunset, restaurants are des‐
perately seeking clients and the stores on
the deserted shopping streets fall into ru‐
ins.The reason for this transformation is
given by these facts and figures: wage
earners and pensioners have already lost
30%-50% and sometimes even more of
their purchasing power. Which has the ef‐
fect that approximately 30% of stores and
35% of fuel pumps have closed forever.
That unemployment will probably hit 30%
next year. That there will be 40% less hos‐
pitals and hospital beds, or that the Greek
state was a few days ago unable to provide
school books to its school children, who
were asked to make photocopies, and so
on and on. In short, that hunger, yes
hunger, begins to make its appearance in
the major cities while suicides are grow‐
ing in a country thrown into stress and
despair.

However, Greeks are not only desperate. They are
also combative, they resist, and they struggle.
Especially, after the appearance at the end of May
2011 of the movement of the Aganaktismeni, the

Greek indignad@s, who filled the squares of hun‐
dreds of Greek cities with huge radicalized crowds
with two key slogans: "we owe nothing, we sell
nothing, we pay nothing." And "all of them must
go".

But beware: to resist in Greece in the epoch of the
barbaric austerity of the Memoranda is not easy.
First, due to the repression which is terrible, sys‐
tematic, and inhumane. Then, because of the im‐
portance of the issue: Greece is currently a world
test case, a true global laboratory in which the ca‐
pacity of resistance of peoples to structural adjust‐
ment plans is tested during the great crisis of public
debt. In sum, all eyes, whether of those at the top or
those at the bottom, are now turned to this small
European country which has the misfortune of be‐
coming the global guinea pig of the most cynical
neoliberalism. The result is that to win the least de‐
mand practically means overthrowing the govern‐
ment and, neither more nor less, the revolution!

The lesson that we draw from this totally unprece‐
dented situation is that, today more than yesterday,
there is no salvation within national boundaries.
Faced with the Sacred Alliance of governments and
those at the top, coordination and networking of
the resistances of those at the bottom is the sine
qua non of any hope of success! In simpler words,
in order for the Greek test not to run to the benefit
of our executioners of the infamous troika, i.e. the
IMF, the European Central Bank and the European
Commission, we must unite our forces as quickly as
possible, to form the Sacred Alliance of those at the
bottom!

It was not a coincidence that the first international
conference against debt and austerity measures was
organized in Athens in early May 2011, by the
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Greek Initiative for an International Commission of
Audit of Public Debt, a movement of which I am a
founding member. The great success of this first
International Conference had surprised us pleas‐
antly but, in reality, it was doubly premonitory:
first, because only two weeks later, the movement
of the Greek indignant burst on the social and polit‐
ical scene with the occupation of Syntagma square
in Athens. Then, because it became increasingly
clear not only that the issue of public debt is was at
the root of all the major issues of our time, but that
the independent mobilization around the demand
for an audit of the public debt was more than possi‐
ble, because it met a true popular demand!

I think that the lesson that can be drawn from the
experience of the Greek Initiative for a Commission
of Audit of Public Debt is no longer valid only for
the Greece. It is also valid for all other countries at‐
tacked by the financial markets, the troika and cap‐
ital: the audit of public debt may, at first glance, ap‐
pear a thankless activity, not very attractive and re‐
served for specialists, but in reality it is able to in‐
spire and mobilise large crowds on two conditions:
first, that it is totally independent of the institu‐
tions and supported by citizens mobilized in their
neighbourhoods, their places of work and study.
And then, that it seeks clearly to identify the illegit‐
imate part of the debt to cancel and not pay!

Five months after this first international conference
in Athens against austerity measures and the debt,
we can measure the ground covered: the Greek ini‐
tiative is being emulated almost everywhere in
Europe, south and north, in western and in eastern
Europe. The task that this situation imposes on us
all is clear: these movements and campaigns on the
audit of public debt should soon meet and establish
networks. And this so as to make their action more
effective and the meet expectations of the peoples,
before it's too late for everyone.

It is exactly this task that has been taken on by the
CADTM, the Committee for Cancellation of the
Third World Debt, of which I am also a member,
and which combines its expertise - the result of
twenty years of struggle alongside the poor in the

South of the planet - with its presence in the field of
struggles in several European countries. The theo‐
retical and practical contribution of the CADTM in
the development of the movement against the debt
and austerity in Greece and other countries has
been and remains very important. But I fear that in
order to meet the new challenges thrown up by a
situation of a veritable war to the death between
rich and poor, we need much more than the
CADTM, or all the other international networks
that are fighting courageously against the debt and
austerity. We need many more activist forces, much
more programmatic development and especially
much more coordination across national
boundaries.

I would now like to finish with something close to
my heart: autonomous organization, or rather the
self-organization and the struggle of women against
the debt and austerity. If women are the first vic‐
tims of the current neoliberal aggression against
wage earners and all of society, it is not only be‐
cause they are laid off en masse and as a priority. It
is mainly because a cornerstone of this aggression,
namely the destruction and privatization of public
services, has as a direct result that women are
forced to assume within the family public utility
tasks assumed until yesterday by the state. In sum,
women are now called on to provide at home, in
private, the services once offered by kindergartens,
hospitals, hospices for the elderly, unemployment
funds, psychiatric establishments, and even social
security. And all absolutely free of charge! And
more, all this in the ideological packaging of a
forced return to home and family by a so-called
"nature" of woman accepted only as the obedient
slave of others! In short by a return to the most ab‐
ject patriarchy, which is combined with a frontal at‐
tack against the few rights that we women retain.

My conclusion will be categorical: that is why
women need to organize independently to combat
debt and austerity. If they do not, there is no one
who will do it in their place.

Thank you.



International Viewpoint · IV441 – October 2011

39

I n d i g n a d @ s  m o v e m e n t

15th October 2011: a great victory for the outraged
Éric Toussaint ·

Actions have taken place on five conti‐
nents. More than 80 countries and almost
one thousand different towns have seen
hundreds of thousands of youth and
adults on the march, protesting against
the management of the international eco‐
nomic crisis by governments rushing to
bail out the private institutions responsi‐
ble for the collapse and who are taking ad‐
vantage of it to strengthen neoliberal poli‐
cies: massive layoffs in public services,
clear-cutting of social spending, massive
privatizations, attacks on social solidarity
measures (public pension systems, unem‐
ployment benefits, collective
bargaining…). Everywhere, repayment of
the public debt is the pretext used to
strengthen austerity measures.
Everywhere, demonstrators are accusing
the banks.

In February 2003, we saw the broadest in‐
ternational mobilization to try to prevent a war: the
invasion of Iraq. More than 10 million people gath‐
ered in countless demonstrations all over the plan‐
et. Since then, the dynamics of the global justice
movement born in the 1990s has gradually faded
but never entirely died out.
On 15 October 2011, slightly fewer than one million
people took to the streets. Nevertheless, it was a
huge victory, because it was the first large demon‐
stration carried out in a 24-hour period around the
planet against the people responsible for the capi‐
talist crisis, which has created tens of millions of
victims.

The financial and economic crisis, which started in
the US in 2007, has spread, above all in Europe,
from 2008. The debt crisis faced by developing

countries has spread to the North. It is intercon‐
nected with the food crisis, which has hit many de‐
veloping regions since 2007-2008.
Not to forget the climate crisis, above all affecting
the peoples of the South of the planet.

This systemic crisis is also expressed at an institu‐
tional level: the leaders of the G8 member coun‐
tries know they do not have the means to manage
the international crisis. Thus, they have convened
the G20. For three years now, the latter has proven
incapable of coming up with valid solutions. This
crisis also involves a crisis of civilization. There are
challenges raised to consumerism, generalized
commoditisation, the failure to take the environ‐
mental impacts of economic activities into account,
productivism, the search to satisfy private interests
at the expense of the public interest, goods and ser‐
vices, major powers' systematic recourse to vio‐
lence, the denial of the basic human rights of peo‐
ples such as the Palestinians… Often capitalism is
the heart of what is being challenged.

No centralized organization had called this mobi‐
lization. The Indignados ("Outraged") movement
was born in Spain in May 2011 in the wake of the
Tunisian and Egyptian rebellions in the previous
months. It spread to Greece in June 2011 and to
other European countries. It has crossed the North
Atlantic since September 2011 [it became the
Occupy movement, after Occupy Wall Street the
first of its kind - trans].

Of course, a series of radical political organizations
and organized social movements support the move‐
ment but are not leading it. Their influence is limit‐
ed. It is a broadly spontaneous movement, mostly
made up of young people, with an enormous poten‐
tial to develop that is very disturbing to political
leaders, the heads of major firms and all police
forces on the planet. It could die out like a flash in
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the pan or be the spark that sets off the fire.
Nobody knows.

On 15 October 2011, the call to mobilize mostly ral‐
lied demonstrators in cities and towns in countries
of the North including the planet's financial cen‐
tres, which is very promising. The outraged 'occupy'

movements have sparked very creative and emanci‐
patory dynamics. If you are not yet a involved, try
to join, or launch it if it does not yet exist where you
live. Link up and take part in an authentic
emancipation.

Translated by Marie Lagatta
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U S A

Massive occupation targets Wall Street
Marty Goodman ·

Worldwide economic misery, inequality,
and war have sparked an explosion of
protests against Wall Street's super
crooks. The Occupy Wall Street (OWS)
movement, which began in New York City,
has spread like a wildfire across the
United States. Protesters, led mainly by
young people, have built encampments in
numerous cities, with accompanying
marches and rallies that have brought out
thousands.

Their chants strike out at the injustices of capital‐
ism: "Banks got bailed out, we got sold out!" "They
say cut back, we say fight back!"

The original call for the Wall Street protests was
made on July 13 on a website owned by Adbusters,
a Canadian anti-corporate cultural magazine. The
protest was set for Sept. 17. Many activists didn't
know what to make of it, but on that date about
1000 demonstrators arrived. Within a couple of
weeks, the actions went viral, with protests erupt‐
ing in every major U.S. city. As we go to press on
Oct. 8, the Occupy Wall Street (OWS) movement
has spread to over 250 U.S. cities and towns, and is
helping to define a new generation of rebels.

Reasons for anger at Wall Street aren't hard to find.
Anger has erupted in the context of unpopular wars
for oil and resources in Iraq, Afghanistan, and the
U.S.-backed war in Libya. The racist execution of
Troy Davis in Georgia on Sept. 21 brought many ac‐
tivists to a boiling point. Capitalism is showing its
true face to ever more millions, especially the youth
who are confronted with bleak job prospects and
lack the means to further their education.

The stark economic inequality of the United States
has produced a backdrop for their rage. Between
the 1970s and today, the inflation-adjusted income

of working people stagnated. In contrast, the in‐
come of the richest 1% from 1979 to 2005 rose an
incredible 480%. The average annual salary of the
top 1% went from $4.2 million in 1979 to $24.3 mil‐
lion in 2005.

OWS is loosely modeled on the "Arab Spring" sym‐
bol of mass protest, Tahrir Square in Cairo, Egypt—
where the movement toppled the pro-Israel, U.S.
puppet dictator Hosni Mubarak earlier this year.
The OWS also drew inspiration from the occupa‐
tion of the Capitol building and mass rallies in
Madison, Wis., by militant trade unionists and
their supporters last February.

"Festival of the oppressed"

The New York City Occupation is centered in
Zuccotti Park, a block-sized privately owned space
a short walk from Wall Street. Political discussions
go on at all hours. Protesters on the Broadway side
display to passersby signs and banners denouncing
inequality and mocking greed. Each day there are
protests at the opening and closing bells of the
stock market. Twice a day the movement has a
General Assembly in which hundreds participate,
and anyone can speak. On Oct. 8, a Washington
Square meeting gathered 3000 people. An
Egyptian revolutionary addressed the crowd, to
rave applause.

Lenin used the phrase "a festival of the oppressed"
to describe revolutions, and while OWS is not a rev‐
olution in any sense, it shares with every other gen‐
uinely mass movement or strike a family-like cama‐
raderie and feeling of tolerance and mutual support
—with the unleashing of creativity and collective
decision making.

The number of working groups is continually grow‐
ing, and includes medics, direct action, food, com‐

https://internationalviewpoint.org/+-USA-+
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fort, facilitation (for chairing the General
Assemblies), and media. Although from the begin‐
ning the majority of the facilitators (who are also
central political leaders of OWS) were people of
color, a People of Color Committee has been estab‐
lished to rectify the balance of what had initially
been a disproportionately white assemblage. Their
efforts overlap with the national Occupy the Hood
effort. A production team has published a newspa‐
per, The Occupied Wall Street Journal.

At the same time, Zuccotti Park is lined with plenty
of well-armed police. Video footage of New York
cops pepper spraying and savagely beating peaceful
protesters on Sept. 24 shocked millions across the
globe (see occupywallstreet.org). Over 1000 OWS
protesters have been arrested.

Arrests of more than 700 peaceful protesters on the
Brooklyn Bridge on Oct. 1 revealed the depravity
and fear felt by the profit-driven U.S. ruling class of
an issue that has resulted in giant worker-led
protests and general strikes in Europe. A class-ac‐
tion lawsuit was filed on Oct 4 against New York
City for the Brooklyn Bridge arrests. "We believe
the NYPD engaged in a premeditated, planned,
scripted and calculated effort to get protesters off
the street," said the Partnership for Civil Justice,
which represents protesters.

A Youtube video reveals one cop saying to another
on Oct. 5, before police savagely attacked pro‐
testers, "My little nightstick's gonna get some—a
workout tonight, hopefully." But the police violence
backfired for the ruling class since the outrage that
it provoked served subsequently to bring out many
more protesters.

Labor support for protesters

Organized labor's initial response to OWS was
slow. But, on Oct. 2, John Samuelsen, president of
Transport Workers Union Local 100, the 35,000-
member New York City subway and bus worker's
union, filed an injunction against the NYPD for
commandeering from their regular routes five TWU
drivers and their buses to have them haul Brooklyn

Bridge protesters to jail. Unfortunately, the injunc‐
tion request failed, but the TWU's bold action won
recognition for its defense of civil liberties and the
rights of its members.

The previous week the Local 100 Executive Board
voted unanimously to support OWS. Local 100's
contract expires on Jan. 15. It is threatened with
three zeros and health-care cuts. If it doesn't accept
the rotten deal, the Metropolitan Transportation
Authority—deeply in debt to Wall Street crooks and
rich owners of tax-free MTA bonds—says it will im‐
pose another round of mass layoffs. Last year, some
900 members were laid off, mostly African
American, Hispanic, and immigrant workers. Most
have returned to work.

Said TWU organizer Marvin Holland, "We en‐
dorsed Occupy Wall St. because we agreed with
99% of what the protesters were saying. They're
100% right that banks caused this problem. We've
had rank-and-file members there since day one."

TWU Local 100 began organizing other unions for
what would be an historic Oct. 5 march in support
of OWS. It began at Foley Square near City Hall
and marched down to Zuccotti Park, a distance of
about one mile. Signing on were the United
Federation of Teachers, the 1199 Service Employees
International Union (SEIU), the Professional Staff
Congress, the Amalgamated Transit Union, SEIU
32BJ, and others.

Julie Fry, a lawyer at the Legal Aid Society and
union member there, put it this way, "We're so fed
up and getting nowhere through the old political
structures that there needs to be old-fashioned rage
in the streets."

The rally attracted around 20,000 demonstrators,
which filled Zuccotti Park to overflowing. The call
had clearly electrified working-class activists,
eclipsing in size recent city union contract rallies.
Marchers took up the now famous chants of the
OWS, "We are the 99%" and "Banks got bailed out,
we got sold out!" "All day, all week, occupy Wall
Street!" The Oct. 5 rally was a relief from the more
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perfunctory and politically conservative affairs or‐
ganized by official labor.

Later that evening, some 200 protesters left
Zuccotti Park for a march on Wall St., but were met
with savage club-wielding NYPD goons armed with
pepper spray. Twenty-eight protesters were
arrested.

What it takes to win

Capitalism is in an economic and political crisis
from which there is no genuine solution but social‐
ism, the democratic rule of the working-class ma‐
jority over the wealth that we've created. A mere 20
years ago, with the fall of the authoritarian Stalinist
governments in Eastern Europe, capitalism's pun‐
dits proclaimed the "end of history" and an eternity
of capitalist rule. No more. Pro-U.S. dictatorships
have fallen or are being seriously challenged by re‐
bellion. Major strikes and rebellions are breaking
out in Europe over severe government cuts de‐
manded by banks and international financial
institutions.

More and more people are beginning to view the
capitalist system as corrupt and unreformable. In
the U.S., millions who had expected change with
the election of Barack Obama have had their hopes
dashed on virtually every issue, from health care to
warfare.

Taking the worldview of this trend, a Sept. 27 New
York Times article observed, "Complaints range
from corruption to lack of affordable housing and
joblessness, common grievances the world over.
From South Asia to the heartland of Europe and
now even to Wall Street, these protesters share
something else: wariness, even contempt, toward
traditional politicians and the democratic political
process they preside over. They are taking to the
streets, in part, because they have little faith in the
ballot box."

It is no surprise to Socialist Action readers that
President Barack Obama received more Wall Street
campaign contributions in 2008 than John
McCain, his right-wing, pro-war Republican rival.

Obama's largest donors on Wall Street were the
mega-crooks at Goldman Sachs, the largest broker‐
age outfit.

Both parties gave trillions to bail out the mortgage
racket, the auto industry bosses, and Wall Street
crooks like Bernie Madoff. Meanwhile, these corpo‐
rate thieves are raping our environment, creating
an unparalleled disaster that threatens life on
earth. Both parties, from New York state to
California, are slashing public services and jobs,
wrecking lives, in order to make working people
pay for a crisis that they had no part in. Both par‐
ties support war and death, from Haiti to Palestine
to Afghanistan.

The twin parties of big business know that their op‐
tions are few within the ever-shrinking prospects of
capitalism. The official U.S. unemployment rate in
September was unchanged at 9.1%. Economists put
the true figure as high as 16%. Unemployment is
twice as devastating in the African American com‐
munity and worst amongst African American,
Hispanic, and immigrant youth.

Capitalism is a system born of misery that has been
made immeasurably worse by this crisis. Humanity
says enough is enough! It will take mass protests
and strikes based on millions of organized working
people—and ultimately revolution—to stop Wall
Street's assault on working people, the unem‐
ployed, and immigrants. But wherever the OWS
movement goes from here, it has already taught us
powerful lessons on the need to organize democrat‐
ically and independently of the ruling class. OWS
has lifted many people from their bitter disappoint‐
ments in Obama's betrayals and presented a way to
fight against greed and inequality.

Socialist Action calls on working people to support
the Occupation protests. Deepen the links to work‐
ers' struggles. We propose turning our union halls
into giant congresses of labor, the unemployed, and
the oppressed, for an ongoing democratic discus‐
sion on how to defeat Wall Street's attacks. Break
with the two big business parties, the parties of war
and racism; they cannot be changed or reformed.
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We need a party of our own; a truly democratic par‐
ty built on a militant labor movement—a labor
party!"

Labor needs to raise the demand to nationalize the
banks and Wall St. firms—that is, to seize the
wealth of those institutions for public uses like edu‐
cation, health care, and mass transportation.
Taxing and tweaking Wall St. practices will never
control these criminals, nor recover the vast wealth
stolen from working people by fraud. The money in
their banks belongs to us!

Socialists say, "Cancel all home mortgage debt and
all government debt to Wall Street crooks! No cuts
to public services, no to layoffs! Make the rich pay
for their crisis! Nationalize the petroleum industry

and replace fossil fuels to save the planet! Fund hu‐
man needs, not war! Tuition-free education now!
Jail N.Y. top cop Ray Kelly and his club-wielding
thugs!"

To struggle to achieve these goals, a revolutionary
party is needed; one with experience in organizing
and educating the working class against economic
exploitation, war, racism, sexism, and homophobia.
A party is needed that engages in day-to-day strug‐
gles without forgetting the necessity of revolution.
We invite you to join such a party—Socialist Action
(see socialistaction.org).

Let us all deepen our solidarity with this growing
movement. Occupy Wall Street!

Socialist Action, October 2011
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G r e e c e

It's enough! The hour of the rising has come!
Antarsya ·

There is another path, the path of the anti-
capitalist break with the ruling order, in
order to impose the interests of working
people:
by stopping the payments to the bankers
and the cancellation of debt,
by withdrawing from the euro zone and
leaving the EU,
by the nationalization of banks, state-
owned enterprises and enterprises of
strategic importance under workers' con‐
trol and without compensation,
through a radical redistribution of wealth,
by increasing wages, pensions and public
spending in order to cover social needs
and to create jobs
by an adequate capital tax and the redis‐
tribution of profits
through the cancellation of bank debts for
those without vast fortunes, and for the
unemployed.

We wont pay your poll taxes!
We shall bring about your downfall

The unified mass political movement will open the
way, an uprising of all workers and of the entire
population is needed here and now! With unlimited
strikes and a nationwide general strike, with occu‐
pations as they have already begun in the min‐
istries, with militant demonstrations, and with the
democratic coordination of the branches that start‐
ed fighting and of the rank and file basic trade
union units, things can move beyond the bureau‐
cratic leaderships of GSEE (private sector) and
ADEDY (public service). Through the united strug‐
gle of student occupations and unlimited strikes we
can win! It is time for a popular uprising that will
lead to the overthrow of the government of shame,
that will unshackle the rule of EU, IMF and capital
and that will seal the defeat of the black bloc of
PASOK, ND and LAOS. All the forces of the Left
and the movement involved in the struggles must
contribute through their joint action to an unprece‐
dented revolutionary movement.

ANTARSYA fights for the abolition of capitalist
barbarism as a whole and is involved with all its
forces in the current conflict.

ANTARSYA, 21 Sep 2011

https://internationalviewpoint.org/+-Greece-+
https://internationalviewpoint.org/It-s-enough-The-hour-of-the-rising-has-come
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G r e e c e

We won't pay your poll taxes! We shall bring about
your downfall
Antarsya ·

The brazenness of the government is be‐
yond all measure, and once again the ma‐
jority of society is its victim. While the
government starts talking to the owners of
the shipping companies asking them how
they could "contribute to the national ef‐
forts" (!), it reduces the tax rate on corpo‐
rate profits to 20%, continues its unlimit‐
ed exemptions and tax breaks for capital
in the name of "growth," delivers €110 bil‐
lion to the banks, sells off the accumulat‐
ed public wealth for a mess of pottage,
and mercilessly ruins the unemployed and
pensioners, the workers, freelancers, and
small farmers. Two years after the intro‐
duction of the memorandum policy, the
government refers to "empty coffers" in
order to hunt and to collect taxes. Thus it
shows that its own policy is completely
bankrupt. It is facing total collapse!

We call on the workers and the entire Greek popu‐
lation—with support from the mass movement—to
engage in mass disobedience against the previous
and the new poll tax. Nobody, no worker, no unem‐
ployed, no self-employed person should pay the
"special contributions" and the "special tax." In ad‐
dition, retroactive surcharges on already-taxed in‐
come are unconstitutional and repesent a mockery
of any notion of tax fairness.

This fight is not an individual struggle but a collec‐
tive one that should be organized. It is part of the

general struggle of the people to overthrow the
wretched PASOK government and its partners: the
right ND (New Democracy) and the radical right-
wing LAOS—the troika. The Medium Term
Program and the policy of capital, which aims at
abolishing all rights of working people and at im‐
posing all of the consequences of the capitalist cri‐
sis on the masses, must be abolished. We can bring
about its downfall! The potential is revealed by the
massive and angry demonstration during the in‐
ternational fair in Thessaloniki on September 10.
The conditions for a further escalation are taking
shape, which will be much stronger than the nearly
insurgent strikes and mobilizations during the pub‐
lic-square occupations of June.

We call on all unions, scientific associations and
professional associations, students at the
University of occupations, the movement of civil
disobedience to declare "WE WILL NOT PAY!" The
popular assemblies of the cities and neighborhoods
should refuse the new poll tax through collective
decisions, leading to continuous mobilizations.
They should actively support their members in the
refusal to pay. For the development of a broad cam‐
paign of strikes and movements with the aim of
overthrowing the government, together with all the
other butchers, EU, IMF and their lackeys!
ANTARSYA will participate with all its forces in
this fight!

ANTARSYA - Anti-Capitalist Left alliance for the
overthrow, Sep 15, 2011

https://internationalviewpoint.org/+-Greece-+
https://internationalviewpoint.org/We-won-t-pay-your-poll-taxes-We-shall-bring-about-your-downfall
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I n d i a

Police intimidate activist in Gujarat
Rohit Prajapati ·

This was not an isolated occurrence, but
the latest in a series of such enquiries that
have been going on for some 2 years – po‐
lice have visited both our home and the of‐
fices of trade union Jyoti Karmachari
Mandal (JKM). The first visit to Jyoti
Karmachari Mandal was on March 7,
2010, followed by a police visit to our
home the next day. The first visit to our
home occurred in our absence, and the
police questioned our young son, who was
present at home at that time.

The next visit occurred on 20th April, 2010 when 2
officers spent nearly an hour asking about details of
my background, contacts, activities etc. After a few
days they returned to collect copies of my passport.
A few months later a team of the Special
Operations Group (SOG) came to my home in the
late evening. Six or seven members of the SOG
team barged into my house and straight away went
upstairs. We objected to their entry and demanded
to know their identity and the reason for their
"visit". After that several of the team left, while
three remained to question me.

We pointed out that the same kind of extensive
(relevant as well as irrelevant) questions had been
asked and information collected by the police on
earlier occasions, to which they replied that this
was different because they were from the SOG.
They also took copies of my passport.
The next police visit was on the afternoon of 3rd
October 2011when 3 officers spent about 45 min‐
utes getting "updates" on my activities. One of the
matters they questioned me about was my com‐
plaint about the residential complex coming up
next to industrial hazardous solid waste sites in
Ahmedabad (Vatva & Naroda). They demanded to
know why I was raising objections against the State

Government's move to amend the law prohibiting
residential construction within 500 metres of haz‐
ardous waste sites (to permit construction within
100 metres of such sites). Inspite of this police offi‐
cials returned six days later came for further inves‐
tigation as mentioned above.

During all the visits and questioning by the police,
no specific reason has ever been given for the ques‐
tioning; theyhave always insisted that these were
"merely routine" enquiries. So far, I have cooperat‐
ed with the police and provided whatever informa‐
tion or documents they have asked for, including
things like bank account details. My activities in as‐
sociation with the People's Union for Civil
Liberties, Jyoti Karmachari Mandal and
Paryavaran Suraksha Samiti (PSS : Environment
Protection organisation, a radical environmentalist
group operating in Gujarat) organizations have
been completely open, legal and public (and in the
public interest). I have never had any reason to
conceal any information related to these activities.

However, in the light of repeated visits by the po‐
lice, with demands for the same information pro‐
vided earlier and already available with them, it is
now difficult not to conclude that these repeated
visits have any other purpose than intimidation and
harassment.

In today's Gujarat, it appears that anybody who
questions the correctness of government policy or
actions, or is seen in any way to obstruct the pur‐
poses of the government, is a target for intimida‐
tion and harassment.

I have written to the Police Commissioner request‐
ing to the reason for the repeated questioning by
police, whether there are any allegations or
charges, and if so, what these are and if there is an
investigation of any kind what is its nature.

https://internationalviewpoint.org/+-India-+
https://internationalviewpoint.org/Police-intimidate-activist-in-Gujarat
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My Recent Activities

I am involved in three organisations – PUCL, JKM,
and PSS. As a Trotskyist, I have been an interna‐
tionalist, and have collaborated with comrades in
the Fourth International over trade union, environ‐
ment and other issues. In 2002, during the pogrom
like atmosphere created by Hindutva fanatics, I
along with other friends played some role in fight‐
ing that. As a matter of principle, we decided to
stay on in Tandalja, resisting the attempt to turn it
into a purely Muslim ghetto. We campaigned for
the restoration of peace. We brought out, through
PUCL, a comprehensive report of the Gujarat
Carnage.

We also collaborated in bringing out the first col‐
lected documentation in English about the Gujarat
Carnage, The Genocidal Pogrom in Gujarat:
Anatomy of Indian Fascism. Though I am also in‐
volved in a new organisation, Radical Socialist, my
chosen areas of work have been, in the last half a
decade or more, the three organisations already
named.

My work as a trade unionist and my work as an en‐
vironmental activist have been intertwined. We be‐
lieve in the need for environmentally aware trade
unionism, as well as a class approach to the ques‐
tion of environment protection. As a result, for a
decade and a half, we have been developing envi‐
ronmental agenda connected to industrial pollu‐
tion.
We have consistently raised the issue of industrial
pollution in Gujarat and exposed the industry-
Gujarat Government nexus that touts 'treatment fa‐
cilities' as a solution to the problems of hazardous
solid waste, effluent, surface and groundwater con‐
tamination. Our position has been founded on the
facts and figures obtained under the Right to
Information Act (RTI). Gujarat Pollution Control
Board officials admitted that a lot still has to be
achieved in pollution control.

As treatment facilities were / are not able to meet
the Gujarat Pollution Control Board's (GPCB)
norms a moratorium on starting of new industries

or expansion of existing industries was declared for
the Ankleshwar area in July 2007 and now
Ministry of Environment and Forests has extended
it until March 31 2012.

In January 2010 a moratorium was declared for
other areas like Vatva, Bhavnagar, Junagadh, Vapi,.
The moratorium was subsequently lifted for the
Vapi, Bhavnagar, Junagadh area. PSS objected to
the lifting of moratorium for Vapi because treat‐
ment facilities of Vapi are still not able to meet the
GPCB norms. Today the moratorium for Vatva,
Ankleshwar is extended till 31-3-2011. This has
stalled the projected huge investment in these areas
of Gujarat. However, we believe that as responsible
citizens, we are not and cannot be concerned only
with the size of investment, but with what is being
invested, what the goal of the investment is, and
how it affects the masses of working people.

On 4-1-2007 Government of Gujarat granted per‐
mission to incinerate the hazardous waste of Union
Carbide, Bhopal at Ankleshwar. We opposed this
and filed an intervention application in the
Jabalpur High Court. Ultimately Government of
Gujarat was forced to withdraw its permission by
letter dated 4-10-2008 and now thecase is pending
in the Supreme Court.

A direct outcome of our persistent efforts since
1994 has been GPCB / Government having to act
against Hema Chemicals which was responsible for
illegal dumping of hazardous chromium waste. The
Supreme Court Monitoring Committee ordered the
company has been ordered to pay Rs. 17 crores as a
first instalment towards remediation of the site.
The GPCB was constrained to order the confisca‐
tion of passport of Hema Chemicals' owner, and
prohibiting him from disposing of his property. The
owner's name was flashed across all international
airports in India so that he does not leave the
country.

We also launched a complaint against residential &
commercial complexes coming up in the vicinity of
hazardous solid waste sites in Ahmedabad (Vatva &
Naroda) in violation of GPCB notification on indus‐
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trial hazardous solid waste and The Hazardous
Waste (Management & Handling) Rules, 1989.

Now we are given to understand that Forest &
Environment Department and Urban Development
and Urban Housing Department of Government of
Gujarat have decided to modify the CPCB & GPCB
guideline and norms – which require 500 meters
distance from TSDFs & CETPs for the residential
complexes – and reduce it to 100 meters to legalize
illegal residential complexes. The original guideline
was issued with the intention of preventing risk to
peoples' health and safety. The revision looks at the
profit margin of unscrupulous promoters, not the
innocent buyers who will suffer in future.

The decision to continue to enforce the 500 meters
distance stipulation clearly shows that this norm is
not wrong and that is why Government of Gujarat
is now modifying it to 100 meters to regularize of il‐
legal residential complexes which violate the guide‐
line and norms. This will be disastrous for health
and safety and can only be due to immense pres‐
sure from the rich and powerful.

We opposed the proposed dilution of norms and
letters were written to Government of Gujarat and
also to Ministry of Environment and Forest to in‐
tervene in the matter to prevent such illegal
modification.

Vapi Industries Association (VIA), United
Phosphorus Limited (UPL), and Avik
Pharmaceutical Ltd. have filed a defamation case to
the tune of Rs. 25 Crores against 'The Times of
India' and Rohit Prajapati in the Vapi Court,
District Valsad, Gujarat with reference to a news
item which appeared in The Times of India on 5th
June 2010 http://articles.timesofindia.indiat...

On 17th September 2011, I filed an RTI application
with the Chief Minister's office, seeking informa‐
tion regarding the 'Sadbahvna Mission'. The appli‐
cation enquired how much money was spent on
this programme, who were the sponsors, and under
which policy or rules this programme was con‐
ceived and carried out.

There is sufficient reason to think that individuals
and interest groups affected by our efforts may re‐
sort to legal, extra-legal and other means against
some of us. We want to alert you to that possibility
and request quick action in case of any such even‐
tuality. I have already been subjected to repeated
questioning by police both in our office and at
home, amounting to intimidation and harassment.

I would therefore appeal to friends and activists in
trade unions, in human rights movements and in
environment protection movements, as well as in
other sectors of social movements, to take note of
these developments and to extend solidarity with
us.

http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/2010-06-05/pollution/28278983_1_cpcb-comprehensive-environmental-pollution-index-gpcb


International Viewpoint · IV441 – October 2011

50

C a r  I n d u s t r y

Solidarity from CITA

Dear colleagues,

As participants in the International Council of Car
Workers (CITA), we give greetings and wish you
much success for your European meeting of car
workers. Thank you for your invitation.
Unfortunately, for reasons of timing, we cannot be
with you.

At the 6th international Council of Car Workers, in
late 2009 in Germany, with 450 participants from
17 countries, we adopted an international program
of struggle for car workers. It took into account a
comprehensive restructuring of the global industry
and the consequences of the battle of mutual de‐
struction of the carmakers for car workers and their
families.

In fact, tens of thousands of jobs have been de‐
stroyed, wages have been reduced, in particular in
the United States, Russia, Spain and Italy, not to
mention the closure of the Opel plant in Antwerp.
In Europe, Opel has reduced its workforce by
10,000, or 20%. Opel workers in Bochum (Ger‐
many) have been informed of massive layoffs of
about 1,200 jobs.

The initial impact of the world economic and finan‐
cial crisis was attenuated by partial unemployment
and, often, an increase in compensation. With
scrappage schemes and significant discounts an
even deeper collapse of production was avoided in
many countries. But now, the increase in exploita‐
tion, the concentration of car companies and con‐
siderable job destruction has become more
apparent.

In many companies, daily struggles are on-going
against increased exploitation, for higher wages
and so on. The huge expansion of production ca‐
pacities, particularly in the BRICs, is based on each
group's hope of outdoing its competitors. We must

therefore expect new restructurings related to clo‐
sures of factories, massive layoffs and so on.

Against the various attempts at division by man‐
agement, it is necessary to forge the unity of work‐
ers around the whole world!

In the factories, political debate is lively and not
only on the immediate issues of work. Because the
capitalist system is showing its overall decay, like
its inhuman energy policy, indifferent to deaths,
like the nuclear disaster in Japan, its economic and
financial crises and its wars in Afghanistan, Libya,
Ivory Coast and so on.

The Fukushima nuclear disaster brought hundreds
of thousands of people onto the streets in Germany.
The international working class should get even
more involved in the fight for the preservation of
the natural environment. Among other things, this
question is very important in our activities because
the crisis of the environment and the exploitation
of workers have the same cause: the pursuit with‐
out end of the maximum profit. The fight to save
the bases of life for humanity, the struggle for a bet‐
ter future, without exploitation and oppression, re‐
quires class awareness and organization. Our
Council has always said: we will think beyond the
system of capitalist profit and we will discuss a so‐
cial alternative.

We hope that your meeting will be a success and we
want to take this opportunity to invite you also to
our 7th Council of Car Workers from May 7-20,
2012 in Munich, Germany (more information can
be read on our site: www.automobilarbeiter‐
ratschlag ))

Militant greetings and solidarity,

Fritz Hoffman, Ulrich Ittermann, Birgit Schumann

(participants in the International Council of Auto
Workers)

https://internationalviewpoint.org/+-Car-Industry-+
https://internationalviewpoint.org/Solidarity-from-CITA
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F r a n c e

Ford Blanquefort, an example
Jean-Claude Vessillier ·

The plant was set up by Ford at
Blanquefort near Bordeaux in 1973 to
manufacture gear boxes. It has employed
up to 2,500 employees. In its European
restructuring, Ford decided to sell this
plant to a German group, HZ Holding,
who created First Aquitaine industry. The
plant was to continue to produce for Ford
which became a customer of the purchas‐
er. In fact, no industrial project was devel‐
oped and this buyout was limited to a sim‐
ple financial operation generating govern‐
ment subsidies.

A fatalistic approach would have been to accept the
programmed dismantling of the factory and negoti‐
ate severance. It is often the solution chosen in the
absence of perspectives and sometimes at the insti‐
gation of far left activists who prefer to fight for big
severance payments rather than for the mainte‐
nance of jobs deemed a priori impossible to save.
At Blanquefort, at the instigation of the organisers
of the CGT union at the factory, this option was not
accepted.

A long battle began for the maintenance of all jobs
and the placing before its responsibilities of Ford
Europe, the principal and still the "client" of the
company that it had just sold. This was not a mi‐
nority battle and all trade unions present in the
plant were involved in the action for the mainte‐
nance of all jobs. Of course, this unity did not come
about without contradiction or opposition, but at
each moment of tension it was the mobilization of
the vast majority of the employees which imposed
the maintenance of unity of action, without down‐
ward revision of the demands.

This fight was also a demonstration of transparency
in all discussions. In the hours that followed any

negotiation, the CGT blog, "Good news" provided
an account of the meeting that had taken place. The
negotiations were thus always open to the employ‐
ees. And it is clear that this practice breaks from
the bureaucratized methods of too many trade
union bodies that use the secrecy of negotiations to
endorse demobilizing compromises.

The fight was not confined to the boundaries of the
plant. The disappearance of a factory like that of
Blanquefort would have effects well beyond the em‐
ployees of the plant. Families, but also the many re‐
lated jobs in the area would also have been affected.
This was a basic objective for a local mobilization of
magnitude. The local support collective that was set
up was a real body of mobilization including em‐
ployees, families and all the left organizations.

Politicians of all types found themselves obliged to
take a position. Even one of the main right wing
politicians of the French bourgeoisie, the Mayor of
Bordeaux Alain Juppé (UNP), requested the main‐
tenance of industrial activity on the site. The
French government were also questioned. In two
successive car shows, in October 2008 and 2010,
several thousand employees and their families
came to Paris to assert their demands.

This mobilisation led to a first spectacular result.
On January 1, 2011 Ford Europe repurchased the
plant. The senior echelons of Ford Europe came to
Bordeaux to assert this return.

But the battle was not won because no serious com‐
mitment to activity for maintenance of jobs had
been taken. The battle for the rejection of redun‐
dancies in the factory took the form of demanding
Ford present a "structuring" project. This demand
reflects the particularity of this plant as a compo‐
nents factory. In so doing, the unions at the plant
have not turned into counter-experts detailing vi‐
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able and profitable industrial solutions in today's
capitalist world. But they placed the Ford Europe
directorate and the French government – at both
national and local levels - before their specific re‐
sponsibilities. It is this approach which has paid
off.

Finally, on May 6, 2011 Ford Europe announced
forthcoming investment in Blanquefort plant to
maintain nearly a thousand jobs at the site. Of
course, nothing is definitively acquired and these
promises will only become reality at the price of a
continued mobilization at the level of that which
has been built over several years in the factory and
in the region.

As of now, this long term mobilization has paid off
and it is no coincidence that one of the main organ‐
isers of this struggle in the Ford Blanquefort plant
is Philippe Poutou, the activist that the New Anti-
capitalist Party (NPA) has chosen as candidate for
the French presidential election of 2012.

This is a report on the situation in the car industry
in France given to the European Conference of
Workers in the Car Industry, held at the
International Institute for Research and
Education in Amsterdam on May 28-29, 2011. We
have also published Declaration of the European
Car Workers' Conference an overview at Creating
cross-border links between militants and
Solidarity from CITA from the same event.

file:///Users/duncanchapple/Library/CloudStorage/OneDrive-EDHEC/outputs/iv-digests/Declaration-of-the-European-Car-Workers-Conference
file:///Users/duncanchapple/Library/CloudStorage/OneDrive-EDHEC/outputs/iv-digests/Declaration-of-the-European-Car-Workers-Conference
file:///Users/duncanchapple/Library/CloudStorage/OneDrive-EDHEC/outputs/iv-digests/Creating-cross-border-links-between-militants
file:///Users/duncanchapple/Library/CloudStorage/OneDrive-EDHEC/outputs/iv-digests/Creating-cross-border-links-between-militants
file:///Users/duncanchapple/Library/CloudStorage/OneDrive-EDHEC/outputs/iv-digests/Solidarity-from-CITA
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From Occupy Wall Street to Occupy America
Dan La Botz ·

Occupy Wall Street and its offspring,
nearly all of which began with white
youth, have grown not only larger, but
more diverse, attracting people from all
walks of life and every segment of the so‐
ciety. They are making real their chant,
"This is what democracy looks like."
While some of the young people have been
inspired by the occupation of Tahrir
Square and by the indignados of Spain,
this is an essentially American movement
about American issues. The Occupy folks
are furious at the corporations and many
are angry at government as well, they are
generally hostile to the Republicans and
disappointed in the Democrats.
Frustrated with the economic and politi‐
cal situation, they want to tax the rich,
they want to stop the foreclosures, they
want jobs for themselves and all the other
unemployed. Many demand an end to the
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan.

An impressive organization

While most of those down at Zuccotti Park where
the occupation is taking place are from New York,
others have come in ones and two from around the
country to take a stand against corporate greed.
Visitors are impressed with the organization: the
kitchen, the medical center, the media center, the
daily lectures. Intellectual luminaries such as
Joseph Stiglitz, former chief economist of the
World Bank; Jeffrey Sachs, Harvard Professor and
special advisor to the United Nations' secretary
general; and Barbara Ehrenreich, feminist and au‐
thor. There is now also a newspaper, The Occupied
Wall Street Journal, which plans to go national
soon. Tens of thousands of dollars have been raised

through small contributions by both Occupy Wall
Street and the newspaper.

The peaceful movement has had clashes with the
police both in New York City and in other cities and
towns, but it has forged ahead. There have been
dozens of arrests not only in New York City but also
in Boston, Seattle, Des Moines, and yet this has not
deterred the growing movement. The weekend of
October 8-9 saw a huge demonstration of 10,000 in
Portland and good size protest of 750 in Cincinnati.
While, as usual, things may be larger, faster mov‐
ing, and more radical on the coasts, the movement
has also touched the "fly-over" country of the
Midwest. In Chicago previously planned protests by
the Service Employees International Union (SEIU),
other unions and community groups brought out
thousands in demonstrations against financial in‐
stitutions that ended up merging with Occupy
Chicago, a development that could either strength‐
en or swamp the Occupy movement there.

Utopian and inspiring

Occupy is in part a coming together of activists.
Watching any of the demonstrations in any city on
any day one sees pass by on the t-shirts and jackets
all the logos of every movement that has touched
the country in the last decade: anti-war, LGBTQ,
foreclosures, and civil rights activists. Walking
among them are others new to the movement, blue
collar and white collar workers, so far without their
logos, slogans, and banners, carrying their hand
painted signs with slogans like "Create Jobs,
Reform Wall Street, Tax the Wealthy More," and
"The People are Too Big to Fail" (a reference to the
argument that the U.S. government had to save the
banks because they were "too big to fail"). The
sense of hope that the movement is creating was
expressed by one sign down at Wall Street that
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read, "This is the First Time I've Felt Hopeful in a
Very Long Time."

The movement has a utopian character. Many of
those involved in it want not only to overcome the
immediate effects of the economic crisis—they want
a better life, a better country, a better world. The
movement as such has no ideology. This is pop‐
ulism of a left wing sort: the people versus big busi‐
ness and bad government. Though there are anar‐
chists in it and they have given it some of their
style, it is not an anarchist movement. Though
there are some socialists in it, the movement is by
no means socialist. What is perhaps best and most
exciting about the movement is the confluence of
the many social movements with middle class and
working class people who have come down to Wall
Street or in some other town or city down to Main
Street to say, "We've had it." The utopianism of the
movement has inspired ordinary people to say, "We
can live differently, we must, and we will."

A month or so into the Occupy movement, the la‐
bor unions began to take an interest. In New York
the unions turned out thousands of their members
for a major march in October. At about the same
time, Richard Trumka, head of the AFL-CIO spoke
out in favor of the movement, as did leaders of vari‐
ous national and local unions. Yet the AFL-CIO and
the Occupy movement remain wary of each other.
The AFL's principal goal in the next year is to help
Obama and the Democrats win the November 2012
elections, and both the AFL and the Democrats
would love to figure out how to harness Occupy for
their political goals. Many in the Occupy movement
would love to have more workers involved, the
unions involved, but they fear the labor bureaucra‐
cy's heavy hand. And, more important for some,
they fear losing their political independence to
union officials and Democrats.

Occupy Wall Street and politics

The Republican Party, of course, loathes the poli‐
tics of Occupy. House Majority leader Eric Cantor
referred to the Occupiers as "mobs." Alluding to
President Barack Obama he said, "Some in this

town condone "pitting Americans against
Americans." Mitt Romney, the leading contender
for the Republican presidential nomination said, "I
think it's dangerous, this class warfare." Whatever
they may say to the media, the Republicans' real
fear is that Occupy Wall Street could buoy up the
Democrats, while their hope that the movement's
radicalism will blow their opponents to the left,
costing them votes in the center.

The Democratic Party Congressional Campaign
Committee and the think-tank Center for American
Program would like to bind the Democratic ties to
Occupy Wall Street, believing that the movement
could put wind in the party's sails for the 2012.
Other party leaders fear that the identification with
the movement would move the party toward the
left and away from the center where they believe
the voters are. Even more important, some
Democratic Party leaders argue, supporting a group
that is attacking Wall Street could result in fewer
donations from the banks and corporations that
fund the Democrats. Bernie Sanders, the only inde‐
pendent in the Senate who calls himself a socialist
(though he caucuses with the Democrats) spoke to
the Occupy movement with an op-ed piece calling
upon the government to break up the banks, sup‐
port small business, and stop speculation in the oil
industry. That was the Progressive Party program
of 1912, the traditional program of American pop‐
ulism, but it misses completely the radical spirit of
this movement.

Some Democrats would like to see Occupy Wall
Street become their Tea Party, the rightwing group
that brought new vitality to the Republicans. But
Occupy Wall Street activists have kept their dis‐
tance from the Democrats refusing to provide them
a platform for their candidates. For example, when
Representative John Lewis, a legend of the civil
right movement and liberal African American
Congressman from Georgia appeared at an Occupy
Atlanta, he was not permitted to speak. Apparently,
so far, the movement is committed to defending its
independence.
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Many of us are working to nurture this movement,
to build it, and to help its potentially radical impli‐
cations emerge.

This paper will be published in the bimonthly
Swiss socialist newspaper SolidaritéS (n°196).
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A man was lynched

The hypocrisy of the United States was on
full display late Wednesday night, "In‐
ternational Peace Day," as the Supreme
Court ruled that Georgia should proceed
with the execution of Troy Davis. His body
was strapped to a table, injected with a
mixture of poisonous chemicals at 10:53
PM, and pronounced dead fifteen minutes
later. Outside the prison, crowds of sup‐
porters rallied, while vigils were held at
the Georgia State Capitol in Atlanta [pho‐
tos here] and on the steps of the Supreme
Court in Washington, DC. The state's de‐
termination to kill Davis based only on the
flimsy testimony of two witnesses had ex‐
posed the racist injustice of the death
penalty to millions worldwide.

Troy maintained his innocence at his arrest in 1989
for the murder of Savannah police officer Mark
MacPhail, when he was sentenced to death in 1991,
and finally as he addressed the MacPhail family
from the death chamber. But like countless Black
men in the United States, the police effort to catch
and incriminate him by any means possible put
him in jail through the manipulation and intimida‐
tion of witnesses. Like countless other poor people
in the United States, he was condemned by an in‐
adequate legal defense at his trial. Found guilty at
his jury trial, he faced the nearly impossible legal
burden of later proving his innocence. Four times
he'd come within days or even hours of execution
while the state, under the pressure of a grassroots
movement, delayed it through various channels.

The campaign to exonerate Troy Davis grew from
the tireless efforts of his sister, Martina Correia, to
become a statewide cause in Georgia and eventually
an international movement. He escaped death
three times before as this movement propelled legal

challenges through all levels of the court system. In
the days leading up to his murder, thousands of
people worldwide held rallies and vigils. Over one
million signatures were collected demanding
clemency from the Georgia Board of Paroles and
Pardons. Despite hearing from witnesses who had
recanted their testimony and even a juror who told
them she would not have voted to sentence Troy
Davis to death, the Board denied clemency.

Due to the multiple appeals, many levels of the jus‐
tice system were exposed in this atrocity: from the
District Attorney in Chatham County, Georgia all
the way to the federal Supreme Court. The courts,
the police, and the legal codes that defend every po‐
lice shooting, oversee the deportations of millions
of immigrants, and above all enforce the rule of the
banks and big business functioned exactly as they
are meant to do.

The prisons of the United States hold more people
behind bars than any other society on earth. The
world's leading prosecutor of "humanitarian"
bombing and military invasion is also one of the
leaders in the murder of its own people. And in re‐
cent decades, the entire prison and "corrections"
system—including the private contractor,
CorrectHealth, that administers lethal injections in
Georgia—has increasingly operated on a for-profit
basis.

Capital punishment follows the tradition of lynch
mob "justice" as a means of intimidation and re‐
pression: the ultimate use of state power to police
and punish Black, Brown, and poor white people.
Of the many racial discrepancies in the application
of death sentences, Troy Davis faced perhaps the
most damning: a Black man accused of killing a
white police officer. On the other side of the coun‐
try, Johannes Mehserle (who was videoed pinning
Oscar Grant to the ground as he shot him in the
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back) served less than one year in prison before his
release.

Troy Davis leaves us a legacy. There are thousands
of other people sitting on death row, millions in
prison. The long distance fighters against the death
penalty, and millions of people who were newly

awakened to the cause, must become a powerful
movement to dismantle this system and to take on
the broader injustices in society.

http://www.solidarity-us.org/site/n... September
22 2011

http://www.solidarity-us.org/site/node/3384
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More Observations from Occupy Wall St
Stephanie Luce ·

It seemed like things were beginning to
change, however. In the summer of 2001
the AFL-CIO put someone on staff for sev‐
eral months to build labor participation
for the coming IMF/World Bank meetings
to take place that fall. People were mobi‐
lizing around the country, and the world,
to build a common movement against ne‐
oliberalism and "structural adjustment."
The weekend of September 6-9, 2001, over
1000 labor and community activists con‐
vened in Cleveland for the Jobs with
Justice conference. Spirits were high, and
there was a real sense that the world was
about to change.

Little did we know how it would change. Only two
days later were the 9/11 attacks. And suddenly the
movement we had been building collapsed.

It has taken ten years, but the scene at Occupy Wall
Street (OWS) seems to suggest we've rebuilt what
we had been building then. OWS was started by a
group of mostly young people, seemingly unfo‐
cused, seemingly mostly white, seemingly not very
strategic. But whatever they were they created a
space that was flexible enough to allow others in.
That hasn't happened smoothly in all cases, and
certainly is not yet enough, but anyone who goes to
Zuccotti Park seems to feel the same thing. A sense
of exhilaration at the audacity, the feeling of free‐
dom and possibility.

TWU Local 100 was the first union to endorse
Occupy Wall Street. Individual members had al‐
ready been participating in events at Zuccotti Park,
but the unions were absent. Local 100 took a bold
move to come out early in support of a movement
that was still hardly covered by the media, and
mostly denounced as a fringe circus. Once Local
100 endorsed, the flood gates opened and unions

and community groups jumped on board. Many
have endorsed a large community/labor march in
New York. Others not based in New York have ex‐
pressed general support for the Occupation (such
as the Steelworkers).

Quickly the Beyond May12 coalition helped pull to‐
gether a labor/community march in support of the
Occupation, and with less than a week's notice, got
most of the city's largest unions on board, and
pulled off one of the largest marches we've seen in
the city for some time.

Where did this come from?

Some writers have suggested that OWS sprang
from nowhere, completely spontaneously. That is
somewhat true, but misleading. As I said, the
movement is in some ways picking up from where
we left off before 9/11. But in other ways, this is just
one moment in a series of fightbacks that has been
going on for awhile, particularly since the economic
recession hit. You wouldn't know it from main‐
stream media sources, but there have been an in‐
credible number of protests over the past few years,
involving large numbers of people. Of course there
was Wisconsin, but there have also been large scale
strikes (e.g., Verizon, nurses, longshore), hunger
strikes and prison organizing (e.g. Pelican Bay,
Georgia), environmental justice protests (e.g Tar
Sands), foreclosure fightbacks, bank protests (New
Bottom Line), economic justice rallies (One
Nation), immigrant rights campaigns (the DREAM
Act) the US Social Forum, which had 15,000 people
plus numerous large scale marches, and more.

Then there are the international protests - the Arab
Spring, Greece, Portugal, Spain, China, London,
South Africa, Benin, Brazil, and more. While the US
is often US-focused there is no doubt that protests
elsewhere have inspired and motivated many here.

https://internationalviewpoint.org/More-Observations-from-Occupy-Wall-St
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The idea that resistance is possible, and that fight‐
backs can win, helps put more people into motion.

As social movement scholars show, we don't know
which of these protests will be the one to spark a
larger movement. We try and try, and lose a lot, un‐
til one time it sticks. Occupy Wall Street is clearly
building off the momentum of resistance seen
around the country and world over the last few
years, and tapping into the memory of where we
were ten years ago.

We are all Troy Davis; We are all Sean Bell

Occupy Wall Street started out small and got little
attention. It is possible it would have fizzled out as
people went home. But four days into the occupa‐
tion, Troy Davis was executed by the state of
Georgia. This provoked outrage across the country,
including among many at OWS, who joined in with
others out to protest the execution. This brought
new energy, as many people were feeling outraged
and disempowered by a racist legal system.

The connection was strong in New York, where pro‐
testors have long pushed around by the police.
Anyone who has been to a march in this city knows
that at least since 9/11, but perhaps since Seattle,
the NYPD has used aggressive tactics to keep con‐
trol over protests. Barricades are used to channel
people into narrow spaces, separating marchers
from supporters, and often breaking marches into
pieces. I've been in that situation a lot. In 2002 we
were protesting the World Economic Forum meet‐
ing in New York. The police continuously stepped
into the line of the march with barricades, breaking
us into pieces, and pushing us around. At one point
they barricaded us from both ends of a block and
began pushing. I was in the front, and suddenly a
line of NYPD were shoving barricades into my
stomach. When I tried to attend the massive anti-
war protest on the eve of the Iraq War, I and thou‐
sands of others never made it to the actual march
because police would not let us enter the street
where the march took place. They had cordoned off
major parts of the city, giving protestors confusing

and sometimes incorrect information about how to
enter.

These tactics are alienating and disempowering,
and seem a complete violation of our Constitutional
rights, but of course are nothing in comparison to
the daily harassment of people of color in this city.
That ranges from the infamous "stop and frisk" to
violent arrests and sometimes death. There are al‐
ready groups fighting police brutality in New York,
and in the early days of OWS and after Troy Davis
was executed, some OWS protestors marched
through streets chanting, "We are all Sean Bell,
NYPD go to hell." Saturday, September 24, the
forces merged in a spontaneous march, and this is
when the NYPD took action, beating and arresting
people. When the news broke about the police at‐
tacks on peaceful protestors, a lot more people
started paying attention to OWS. A large spark that
moved the OWS from a small protest-as-usual into
this larger phenomenon was this intersection. The
Troy Davis execution made clear to many of us just
how powerless we are.

But what are the demands?

Many on the left have expressed frustration at the
lack of concrete demands coming out of OWS. This
surprises me a bit, because it is one of the things I
find so liberating. Often, when we make demands
in our struggles they immediately limit us to the
short-term and winnable. Our demands certainly
tend toward the least common-denominator and
the pragmatic. I understand why that is the case: it
builds a broader base and it puts in place some‐
thing we might win. But it limits us.

Some people point out that the uprising in Egypt
started with a concrete demand. That is true. But
the demand that "Mubarak must go" is so much
less than the demand "Change the system." I'm not
suggesting that "Mubarak must go" was the wrong
demand for the time and place, and the victory of
this was incredible. But here we have a moment to
dream big.
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Even in Wisconsin, much of the demand got
framed as "reasonable." We'll agree to your conces‐
sions if you let us maintain collective bargaining.
This "message" polled well, but again, it limited our
imagination.

The effects of capitalism, racism, patriarchy, and
imperialism go wide and deep. They interfere with
just about every aspect of our lives: the way we
work, the way the economy runs, how families are
structured, citizenship and rights, police brutality,
environmental destruction, the human life span,
what we eat. Occupy Wall Street has left open a
space for us all to feel we are a part of the move‐
ment. If the demands were already set many of us
might feel outside - that there wasn't a place for us,
that we couldn't dream about our issue, that we had
to stay "on message." Our fightbacks are so often
balkanized and diffuse. Occupy Wall Street feels ex‐
citing in part because it doesn't force us to choose,
to prioritize. We have a few weeks when we don't
have to reduce our dreams to a slogan on a flyer.
Where else do we get to chant "We are all Sean
Bell," "Tax the rich," "End foreclosure," "Democra‐
cy now!" and "We got sold out, Banks got bailed
out" all in the same afternoon?

In the meantime, we push the organizations we be‐
long to clarify and step up their demands. Just
about all of them tie into the spirit of OWS, and
there is no reason why we can't continue to push in
those arenas where we all work on a regular basis.
OWS allows us to be more bold and militant in our
demands that we are already working on, whether
that is student loan forgiveness, a millionaire's tax,
single payer health care, ending the wars, ending
the death penality, expanding immigrant rights and
protecting the rights of workers to organize.

True: we don't have real forces pushing for greater
change: public ownership and democratic account‐
ability of the Federal Reserve; federal jobs pro‐
grams to hire more teachers and health care work‐
ers; repeal of NAFTA and other trade agreements;
and serious reforms to the political system. We
need those. Hopefully Occupy Wall Street will final‐
ly create some political space to grow the organiza‐
tions required to build the real alternatives.

7 October 2011

First published on the Solidarity website.

http://www.solidarity-us.org/current/node/3406
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Solidarity with Occupy Wall Street
Solidarity Steering Committee ·

We're a movement of the underdogs. We
embrace the unemployed, the homeless,
the ex-offenders, the down-and-out and
the downtrodden. We welcome those who
are discriminated against, those who are
outcast. That's what democracy is all
about. And we're building an independent
movement fighting for democracy.

Inside The "99%"

* In July, the official unemployment rate was 8.2%
for whites— but 16.8% for Blacks and 11.3% for
Latinos

* In 2009, the median household net worth was
$113,149 for whites—and $5,677 for Blacks, and
$6,325 for Latinos

* In 2009, 15% of white households had zero or
negative wealth—but so did 35% of Black house‐
holds and 31% of Latino households

* Black men make up less than 10% of the U.S. pop‐
ulation—but make up 35.4% of the overall prison
population
We have all sorts of folks here, people from every
race, from all religions, men and women, LGBT and
straight, people of all ages coming together to build
a powerful force to oppose the greed and corrup‐
tion of Wall Street and Washington.

We didn't start yesterday. Earlier union and com‐
munity protests and occupations like
Bloombergville fell on deaf ears. Now we're getting
stronger every day. The whole world is watching:
and the unions and social justice organizations of
New York City have arrived. We invite everyone
marching today to occupy or return when you can.

We know that today the banks and corporations
dominate America. We know that corporate CEOs

and financial insiders collude with the Republicans
and Democrats to determine the national agenda.
Together they make the rules—and they make the
profit. We pay the price. It's time to stop it.

We need a new distribution of wealth in this coun‐
try. We need to provide jobs for all at living wages.
We need free education and health care for all. And
it can be done too. We need to start by ending the
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, bringing all the
troops home, and closing the hundreds of U.S. mili‐
tary bases around the world. Most importantly: we
have to change the system.

The Declaration of the Occupation of New York
City adopted on September 30 indicts corporations
as responsible for joblessness, homelessness, envi‐
ronmental destruction, and imperialism. The
Declaration describes the damage done by the capi‐
talist system in the US and the rest of the world.

Wall Street is the nerve center of global capitalism.
We are here staring the spider in the eye, but we
know the problem is not the spider—it's the web.

Right now, we're symbolically striking at the sys‐
tem's heart here on Wall Street. In the days that
come, we need to go on to build a movement that
can transform this system into one based on true
equality and democracy. Everyone in our country—
and in the world for that matter—deserves a decent
life. Standing in the way of that possibility are the
financial institutions clustered here on Wall Street.
Standing in the way is the web: capitalism.

We need to strengthen our movement. The power
of this movement is not just the individuals partici‐
pating, but ties to our families and friends, to our
communities and workplaces, to our unions,
schools, and religious congregations. We need to
bring these groups together as a social force and a
political movement based on solidarity between the
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working class and oppressed. Not their politics. Not
the bankers or bosses. Not Democrats and
Republicans.

Our politics are the politics of people who recognize
that something has to change. Our movement is
made up of youth without jobs who can't afford
school. It has to be a movement of working people
who've lost their jobs, families who've lost their
homes, and of people of color who never fully
shared in opportunity. We are working together to
build the power to create a new democratic system
and bring justice to our society.

How amazing and exciting that we're here. We have
to learn from the Egyptians in Tahrir Square, the
indignados in the plazas of Spain, and the workers
of Wisconsin. Occupy Wall Street has led to Occupy
movements throughout the country. We're part of
an international movement for democracy and so‐
cial justice around the world. We're part of a new
movement that can change history and the direc‐
tion the world's headed. A movement that can save
the planet and its people by bringing about a differ‐
ent system.

5 October 2011

First published on the Solidarity website.

http://www.solidarity-us.org/
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B r a z i l

Strike wave sweeps Brazil: no sector unaffected; a
new union movement on the march
Dan La Botz ·

And strike they have. Since the beginning
of September there have been strikes by
bank workers, postal workers, and metal
workers, including the auto parts workers
at GM plants. Several of these strikes are
on-going. With the inflation rate at about
5.0%, many workers are fighting to catch
up with rising prices. Workers are de‐
manding big wage increases: metal work‐
ers want 9.5% more, bank workers 12.8
percent. Postal workers are striking
against a reform passed by the Brazilian
Congress that gives the Brazilian Post and
Telegraph Company (ECT) greater power,
including the power to form partnerships
with the private sector.

In addition to the strikes in industry, services and
the public sector, there is also a very vigorous agri‐
cultural workers movement. The month of
September opened with the "Marchas das
Margaridas," that is, the "March of the Daisies."
70,000 women rural workers, wearing their uni‐
form of straw hats and purple clothing, marched
through the nation's capital Brasilia. Maria Luiza
dos Santos, a rural worker from Afonso Cunha in
the state of Maranhão, explained that the women
wanted, "women's rights, wage equality, and land
distribution" to the landless.

Brazil's Powerful Unions

An American executive who works in the Brazilian
petroleum industry posted an article in the Oil &
Gas Financial Journal this month, warning his col‐
leagues about the "inflexible" Brazilian labor laws
and the "powerful" unions. "To say Brazilian unions
are powerful is a gross understatement," he wrote.

"In Brazil, workers automatically 'join' a union, de‐
fined by the region the worker works in, and his
field of work. A worker, by law, must pay dues that
to union (one day's salary per year). In Brazil there
are around 18,000 labor unions, all deeply rooted
in their respective sectors, with guaranteed dues to
fund their operations and enormous political
influence."

The U.S. oil man's shock at the strength of Brazilian
labor tends to oversimplify the great complexity of
the labor movement. Brazil has several labor feder‐
ations, each with political positions a little different
from the others, some left, some center-left, some
center or moderate. These federations both com‐
pete and cooperate with each other, and lately, says
Siqueira, they're cooperating more than in the re‐
cent past. Local unions and workers are cooperat‐
ing too, engaging in sympathy strikes, one group of
workers supporting another, even though they may
not be in the same union or the same federation.
The strikes and the general effervescence in the la‐
bor movement has given rise to a new more mili‐
tant middle layer of union officials, says Siqueira.
Just back from visiting his homeland, Siqueira says
he hasn't seen anything like this new wave of union
militancy since the 1980's.

Union Movement Born In Struggle

Brazil's contemporary union movement was born
in the struggles against military dictatorship that
ruled the country from 1965 to 1985. Led by the
metal workers in the "ABC" industrial suburbs of
São Paulo, workers first created industrial unions,
then a new labor federation (the CUT), together
with a Movement of the Landless (MST), and then
the Workers Party (PT) which brought Luiz Inácio
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da Silva to the presidency in 2002 and reelected
him in 2006. Lula, as he is popularly known, con‐
tinued the neoliberal policies of his predecessors
but with a difference, promoting poverty programs
that benefited Brazil's poorest people.

Lula's first term in government was a mixed bless‐
ing for workers. PT leaders and activists filled im‐
portant political positions in the government. The
CUT had greater influence than labor had had at
any time before in the nation's history, but it was
only influence, not power, and the federation's ten‐
dency to rely on Lula to make change, rather than
organizing the unions and workers to fight for it,
weakened the labor movement. The Movement of
the Landless (MST) continued to fight on, virtually
the sole radical social movement in the country.

Despite those unfortunate developments, with the
global commodities boom, the economy growing,
and an estimated 14 million new jobs created, dur‐
ing Lula's second term the labor movement made a
comeback. Strikes grew, the unions created coali‐
tions with other social movements, new leaders
came forward, and unions adopted political plat‐
forms to pressure the government.

The election of Lula's handpicked successor Dilma
Rousseff to the presidency has created some anxi‐
ety in the labor and social movements and in soci‐
ety generally. Coming to power on the basis of a
broad and ungainly political coalition, she is not
promising to move the country toward socialism,
nor even to dismantle the neoliberal economic sys‐
tem. There has been speculation about whether she
will continue Lula's brand of neoliberalism plus so‐
cial programs for the poor, but the unions aren't
waiting for her to act. From one end of Brazil to the
other, in a wide variety of industries, workers are
on the move.

So far the new militancy has not been accompanied
by a new radicalism. By and large the unions are
not opposed to the government. The unions are
pushing President Rousseff, the PT, and the gov‐
ernment to fulfill their promises to the labor move‐
ment and the poor. What will happen when the
government proves unwilling or unable to do so in
the face of the next stage of the unfolding world
economic crisis remains to be seen.

3 October 2011

[First published on the Solidarity website

http://www.solidarity-us.org/site/node/3399
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E u r o p e

Europe Against Austerity Conference Declaration

"This European conference meets not a
moment too soon.

The peoples of Europe face an unprecedented so‐
cial, political and economic crisis.

Our governments are implementing the most sav‐
age spending cuts designed to destroy all the social
gains of the post-war period. These will wreck the
lives of millions by devastating jobs, pay, pensions,
health, education and other services.

The world financial crisis of 2008 was transformed
into a crisis of state debt – nation states bailed out
the financial system, but in doing so seriously
weakened their own balance sheets. Greece stands
on the verge of default and other states will not be
far behind.

The only solution offered by the ruling elite is aus‐
terity for the great majority and bailouts for the
banks and the wider financial system.
While ordinary people face great hardship, trillions
of Euros are being poured into the pockets of the
rich. There has never been a greater disparity of
wealth between capital and labour – between rich
and poor.

Throughout Europe people are fighting back. They
are determined to defend their societies and to
overturn the barbarism of austerity. Our aim is to
help unite these struggles. We need a common
European front to defend the peoples of Europe.
We are committed to opposing all cuts, privatiza‐
tion and attacks on the welfare state and to build
solidarity with resistance to these attacks.

Thus we support resistance by the trades unions
through strikes and other forms of industrial ac‐
tion. We say no to imperialist wars and their end‐

less drain on resources and say yes to welfare,
peace and justice.

We oppose the scapegoating of immigrant commu‐
nities for the economic crisis and the stirring up of
racism and islamophobia which divides and weak‐
ens our resistance. We will campaign against the
rise of the far-right which seeks to do this.

The way forward relies both on resistance and the
elaboration and promotion of an alternative eco‐
nomic strategy: the banks must be placed under de‐
mocratic control. Private banks must be socialized
and the financial markets regulated. The European
Union and national governments must meet the
needs of people – not impose austerity pro‐
grammes. Taxes raised for the rich and corpora‐
tions. Illegitimate debt must be renounced. The
creditors must be held responsible. We won't pay
for their crisis!

An alternative economic and political strategy
would support welfare, develop homes, schools,
and hospitals, protect pensions and foster a green
approach to public spending – investing in renew‐
able energy and public transport, thereby creating
millions of new jobs.

This conference resolves to build on the links devel‐
oped in preparing this conference and to establish
an ongoing European co-ordination to organise and
support resistance to debt and austerity.

We pledge to support the mobilisations of the
Indignados on October 15, actions against debt and
International Financial Institutions from 8th to
16th October and the G20 in Nice in November. We
also pledge to work towards a common day of ac‐
tion against austerity in 2012 and call on the trade
union movement across Europe to prepare a day of
industrial action against austerity."

https://internationalviewpoint.org/+-Europe-+
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C a r  i n d u s t r y

The state of the European car industry
Jean-Claude Vessillier ·

In Europe, restructuring and job losses
continue in the car industry, a sector
which combines in the most intense fash‐
ion the ecological, social and economic
crises of capitalism, while remaining one
of the continent's largest employers.

The recession which in 2008-2009 led to historic
lows in car production in Europe, North America
and Japan has for now passed. Most world car
groups saw a return to profit in 2010 at the price of
blows against employment, working conditions and
wages. But in Europe, the factors at the origin of
the recession are still present and the current re‐
turn to profit does not mean exit from the crisis, in
particular for the employees.

The aggression of job losses should not hide the
fact that the European car industry employs in its
factories and design offices three and a half million
workers, or one tenth of all European manufactur‐
ing industry. The facts and data are stubborn: the
car industry in Europe is not a sector on the path to
extinction. Levels of employment, wages, working
conditions and relations of forces with workers
continue to be decisive issues for the employers.

The industrial implantations of the European car
industry have been geographically extending for
fifty years. After the old European imperialist coun‐
tries it was Spain and Portugal which would consti‐
tute new areas of implantation in the 1970s. And in
the 1990s, it was the turn of the countries of
Central and Eastern Europe to be sites for the con‐
struction of new factories.

In the 1960s and 1970s, factories with tens of thou‐
sands of workers existed in Germany, France, Italy
and Britain. This concentration favoured the cre‐
ation of relationships of force which made the sec‐
tor the advanced element of workers struggles. The

social confrontation continues, but in the opposite
direction; under the pretext of crisis, the employers
wish to make the car industry the example for reac‐
tionary counter reforms, resting on the fear of un‐
employment to reverse the gains and collective
agreements won by employees in previous decades.

The recession of 2008-2009 is not a simple "acci‐
dent" after which the car industry would resume
the same course with the same sites of production
and sales zones, the same modes of exploitation of
workers, and the same firms selling the same prod‐
ucts. It is necessary to examine the current condi‐
tions of exploitation of the workers, with their tra‐
ditional and new forms in the context of the crisis
which continues to sap all the capitalist economies.
Thee concrete experiences in the different
European counties and different firms should be
shared so as to begin to construct common and co‐
ordinated responses.

New areas of growth, still the same groups

The capitalist globalization of the car industry is a
long term process. From its industrial beginning
the techniques of production and forms of exploita‐
tion of workers were copied with more or less delay
and with a trend towards growing internationalisa‐
tion of exchanges. From the 1930s, the methods
initiated in its US factories by Ford generalised to
all industrial countries. Since the 1960s the same
US, Japanese and European groups have controlled
car production. Since globalisation is not, of course,
a finished phenomenon, each geographical area ex‐
periences differentiated developments, even if the
big recessions have a tendency to become increas‐
ingly synchronised.

The North American market is marked by strong
and frequent falls, followed by spectacular revivals
and this has been the case since the beginning. In

https://internationalviewpoint.org/+-Car-industry-+
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past decades, the European market has grown
more regularly, with clearly less marked recessions.
As for the car industry in China, there is no historic
precedent to such a strong increase in demand in a
continent: n increase in annual registrations of new
vehicles of more than 7 million in five years!
Neither the US of the immediate post war period,
nor Europe in the 1960s had experienced such a
boom. The Chinese market has within 10 years ar‐
rived at the level the USA reached over 80 years.

The important fact in this early century is certainly
the growth in car production and sales in Asia and
in particular in China, which has since 2008 be‐
come the biggest world market for car sales! In
2010, the Indian, Brazilian and Russian markets
were at the level of the main West European mar‐
kets, or between 2 and 3 million cars. As a direct
consequence of this growth the new sites of massive
car production are the sites of new social con‐
frontations. Strikes in recent months in Chinese car
factories witness to this permanence of class strug‐
gle regardless of periods or continents.

The recession is over but the crisis is still there

It is in this context that the violent recession of the
sector, concentrating all the consequences of the
world crisis which has ravaged the capitalist econo‐
my, took place. The maximum number of cars pro‐
duced in the world had in 2007 been more than 73
million. The total in 2009 was 61 million, or a fall
of 12 million vehicles, -17% between 2007 and
2009. It is a considerable fall, of a breadth not seen
since the Second World War. The two preceding oil
shocks had very much more limited consequences:
a fall of 5 million from 1973 to 1975, and 6 million
from 1979 to 1982.

One can really speak, in 2008-2009, of a collapse
of production in the USA, the flagship country for
cars since the 1930s. The level of car production in
the USA in 2009 was that of the pre 1950 period. In
2010, the increase in production allowed catch up
with the levels of the 1960s.

In Europe, the breadth of the recession has been
less than in the USA and at different levels of inten‐
sity according to the country. In the UK and in
Italy, the falls in production have been of an equal
scope to the collapse observed in the US. In
Germany and France, scrappage schemes involving
public subsidies for the purchases of new cars
largely allowed the maintenance of levels of sales. If
they have been preserved, the same is not true of
levels of production. The fall in production has
been strongest in France, compared to the evolu‐
tion of sales levels. Among European car builders,
the French have been the most active in profiting
from the crisis to internationalise their production.

From the end of 2010, the level of 2007 was
reached, but this total figure on the world scale cov‐
ers a great geographical diversity. This catch up and
even increase in car production was attained
thanks to the growth observed notably in China,
and also in India, Russia or in Brazil. On the con‐
trary, in the "old" car countries of Western Europe,
Japan and North America, the increase in produc‐
tion observed starting from 2010 has not yet made
up for the falls observed during the recession.

The crisis of capitalist overproduction of the car industry

In Europe, the crisis of the car industry continues
to have the characteristics of a crisis of capitalist
overproduction. Europe is the geographical area of
the world where competition among car builders is
the sharpest. All the globalized groups — North
American, European, Japanese and Korean— are
present there to sell and produce cars. On the con‐
trary, a number of European firms, notably Renault
and PSA, are absent from North America, while
production in Japan is essentially provided by na‐
tional enterprises alone and 99.5 % of the cars sold
in South Korea are manufactured in the country.

In Europe, all the manufacturers are present in a
geographical area where car sales no longer have an
upward trend: since the mid-1990s, sales oscillate
around the figure of 20 million cars. The countries
of Westerns Europe have gone through a phase of
stabilisation since the 1980s and the sales increases
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observed in the countries of Central and Eastern
Europe are not significant enough to modify this
trend to stabilisation. The overall equilibrium ob‐
served at the European level implies a fall in pro‐
duction in Western European countries like France,
Italy and Spain. Capitalism functions under the dic‐
tatorship of "always more": more production for
more profit. The fact that car production is no
longer increasing significantly in Europe means
that the car industry has no other future than crisis.

This trend to the stabilisation of car sales in Europe
is structural. The current levels of car ownership in
the countries of Western Europe will never be ex‐
ceeded. The purchase of new cars is increasingly re‐
served to the richest and oldest fractions of popula‐
tion. Wage austerity throughout Europe will weigh
still more on the purchasing possibilities of em‐
ployees. Car use will become increasingly difficult
with petrol increasingly rare and dear. Individual
transport by car is one of the main causes of global
warming, leading to new standards that the capital‐
ists and bourgeois governments will be obliged to
install.

Faced with such a situation, the classical capitalist
policy is to seek other outlets. The option is blocked
of finding possible new outlets for material produc‐
tion of cars in Europe. The groups who control pro‐
duction there as well as in the other continents will
increasingly less use Europe as a platform for the
export of finished cars to other parts of the world.
It is an irreversible fact that only a European chau‐
vinist nationalist viewpoint would wish to
challenge.

Non-growth of production in Europe and presence
of all the car groups leading to sharpened competi‐
tion: the causes of capitalist overproduction are
there. Production capacities are only used at two
thirds: this indicator is provided by the European
car builders themselves. Even if the latter might
swell the figures to better justify their factory clo‐
sures and suppression of jobs, the reality is very
much there.

And this situation worsens because the manufac‐
turers continue to invest: the logic of completion
and the maximisation of profit are at work. So
much the worst for the unused overall production
capacities, each firm wishes to have more produc‐
tive and profitable equipment than the competi‐
tors. Despite overproduction, new equipment and
entire factories are either transformed or newly
built. The objective is to put in service more pro‐
ductive and profitable machines, but also to break
up work groups which, on the basis of the daily or‐
ganisation of labour, serve as a support for micro
resistances in the workshop. A new factory and new
equipment presents the opportunity to destroy
such groups and impose harsher working
conditions.

Generalised competition and relocations

European car builders have plunged into capitalist
globalisation. The first consequence is the growth
of exchanges. Contrary to the nationalist discourse
growing in Europe, the development of these ex‐
changes takes place more between countries in
Europe than between Europe and the rest of the
world. What characterises this growth of exchanges
is a generalised competition among firms, con‐
structors and components manufacturers, factories
and countries at the world level.

The car industry is not in the situation of other in‐
dustrial sectors, for example textiles, where pro‐
duction has been massively relocated to low wage
countries. Even if this trend should decline, Europe
continues to be a continent from which manufac‐
tured cars are exported. The enterprises of the
European Union have benefited from capitalist
globalisation. Whereas the decade 1990-2000 saw
a weak growth of exchanges, they grew threefold in
the decade 2000-2010. The industrial relocations
observed in several western European countries are
the sub product of this global phenomenon.

Europe is still a car exporting geographical zone
and this result is not mainly due to the countries of
Central and Eastern Europe where wages are effec‐
tively the lowest. The main European car exporter
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country in relation to the rest of the world is
Germany. On the other hand, France, Italy and
Britain have deficit balances, importing more cars
than they export.

Another fact to remember - for France, for exam‐
ple, the most significant deficit in terms of foreign
trade exchanges, is not in relation to the low wage
countries, but to Germany. Facts are stubborn: it is
first and foremost the competition between capital‐
ist firms in the richest countries which is at the ori‐
gins of the exchanges of cars between countries and
geographic zones with effects to the detriment of
wage-earners

It should also be noted the car production records
observed in China are above all destined for that
country. Without prejudicing what will happen in
the coming years, there is today virtually no export
of cars manufactured in China towards Europe or
North America. Car groups of the first rank like the
German group Volkswagen, invest in China in part‐
nership with Chinese capitalist firms, to produce
for China and other Asian countries. Chinese cars
are not invading the streets of European cities. Also
car exchanges are in all geographic directions - the
threats of relocation are not one way. The blackmail
practiced in France or Italy is practiced also in the
countries of Central and Eastern Europe. In
Poland, Fiat and General Motors Opel put Polish
factories in competition with those of other
European countries.

No nationalist response or submission to the laws
of the globalised market: in each factory threatened
with dismantling, and whatever the country, the
immediate struggle is of course, based on the rejec‐
tion of blackmail and the, diktats of the employers.
And the solidarity of all, beyond the national fron‐
tiers of each country, should go towards each facto‐
ry and workshop thus attacked by the employers.
The exchange of experiences is especially indis‐
pensable on this question: rather than nationalist
responses, the struggle against reaction means re‐
sponding to the internationalisation of the employ‐
ers by acts of solidarity among workers.

Differentiated European employer strategies

Capitalist globalisation applies to all car builders.
But each firm internationalizes under its own
terms. Among the European groups, it should be
noted that the strategies followed by the Renault
and Fiat groups are different from those followed
by Volkswagen or PSA.

Renault was a nationalised enterprise until 1986.
Its privatisation was undertaken by the different
governments of the right and the Socialist party.
The privatised Renault cemented in 2000 a capital‐
istic alliance with the Japanese group Nissan. The
Renault Nissan alliance tends to take its distances
in relation to the historic base of Renault. The fi‐
nancial seat of the alliance is situated in Holland,
for tax reasons, but also to escape the over-tight
control of the French government which remains
owner of 15% of the share capital of Renault. The
consequence of this is a forced march internation‐
alisation of Renault as much from the viewpoint of
shareholders as of production activities. The
Renault Nissan alliance has become unbalanced to
the benefit of Nissan which has become the more
profitable enterprise. The profits recorded by the
Renault company stem in great part from the divi‐
dends paid by Nissan profits.

Fiat, the product of one of the big Italian industrial
groups, has cemented an alliance with Chrysler and
gone on to acquire a majority stake in it. This will
be a new group where the old Fiat will be no more
than a component. Manifestly the policy of Fiat's
current CEO is to extricate the company from its
Italian historic base to insert it in the policy of a
globalised group. If the recent threat not to invest
in Italy certainly amounts to pure blackmail, it re‐
flects this desire to construct a new group less and
less dependent on Italy.

The orientations of Renault and Fiat seeking to
construct new groups and alliances which are au‐
tonomous in relation to their countries and states
of origin are problematic. The experience of the re‐
cession of two years ago has shown that the govern‐
ments of the bourgeoisie were very useful for, in the
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last resort, providing all risk insurance to falling
enterprises and employers. And the desire for inde‐
pendence of the current leaders of Fiat and Renault
comes up against this reality. Fiat and Renault
workers are today the most affected by this policy
with jobs in decline in Europe and particularly in
the historic countries of origin of each of these two
firms.

The biggest European car builders, Volkswagen,
VAG, and the French group PSA have also plunged
into capitalist globalisation. The VAG group is
present on every continent and sells and produces
more cars in China than in Germany. Volkswagen
has bought up a significant number of other com‐
panies, first and foremost European ones. But un‐
like Renault or Fiat, these are not alliances. The
shareholders of Volkswagen have always preserved
full powers of ownership and decision making. The
brands bought out were always smaller. And it
should be noted that the link maintained between
the VAG group and its imperialist reference state,
Germany, has allowed it to guarantee its globalised
development.

With a more reduced size than the VAG, group,
PSA has for the past century belonged to the same
family of capitalists which plays a significant role in
the political arrangements of the French bour‐
geoisie. Until now the family which owns Peugeot
and PSA has rejected dissolving its shareholder
rights in bigger conglomerates.

These disparities in employer strategy are not nec‐
essarily durable. So far as France is concerned,
Renault, the product of a post second world war na‐
tionalisation, was the enterprise where the workers
were the best organised, in powerful trade unions,
unlike the Peugeot and Citroën factories, charac‐
terised by "house" Unions in thrall to the employ‐
ers. And Renault is now at the apex of the fall in car
production in France. But the demands of share‐
holders, whether an old family of European rentiers
in the case of PSA, or pension funds in the case of
Renault, are the same. Industrial capitalism does
not oppose financial capitalism for rapacity and the
exploitation of the workers. And in France it is PSA

which envisages the closure of one of its main fac‐
tories at Aulnay in the Parisian region. But the key
question for workers is overcoming each of the par‐
tial experiences originating from the exploitation
practiced in each firm to build a front of common
struggle.

Fall in jobs and material dispersion of production
activities

Each of the crises marking the history of the car in‐
dustry has led to new mergers and restructurings
between firms. The concentration in capital of the
sector will again increase. But a new element,
which is also amplifying in the crisis, is the combi‐
nation of this phenomenon, in particular in Europe,
with a dismembering of the human and material
processes of production.

The time of the great workers' citadels of thousands
of employees is part of the past in Europe. Only the
Volkswagen site at Wolfsburg has more than
50,000 employees. The average size of the other
most significant European car factories is around
10,000. Car production is increasingly divided be‐
tween assembly factories, motor mechanics facto‐
ries, component manufacturing establishments and
various levels of subcontractor.

The fall in employment in the car industry did not
begin in Europe with the last recession. Fiat,
Renault or PSA are the champions of it. It is firstly
the consequence of processes of automation in the
factories and the restructurings-concentrations
which affect the whole car industry. The interna‐
tionalisation of exchanges and the crisis of outlets
only historically intervened later. That is why a real
solution to job suppressions does not lie in an im‐
possible increase in production but rather in a re‐
duction of working time which would allow a divi‐
sion of the work available among all.

Less than a quarter of the value of a car is today di‐
rectly produced by the manufacturer, who puts a la‐
bel on the finished product, whereas this propor‐
tion was half in 1990. Besides the car manufactur‐
ers properly so called, the car components manu‐
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facturers are in an active phase of concentration
and restructuring.

The earthquake and the tsunami which ravaged
Japan highlighted the dependency of numerous
European car manufacturers in relation to electri‐
cal parts manufactured in Japan and installed in
cars manufactured in European factories. The most
visible consequences have been stoppages in pro‐
duction in numerous European factories for lack of
components produced thousands of kilometres
away.

The workers in the subcontracting enterprises, sup‐
pliers of components or car builders have been the
firs affected because it is there that it is "easiest" to
close a factory. The phenomenon of relocations is
especially intense in the subcontracting enterpris‐
es: the purchasing departments of the big car
groups outbid each other all the more when the
parts bought can be easily transported

In France, struggles have broken out in small and
medium enterprises under the blow of closures de‐
creed by distant head offices. In each factory thus
attacked, even if it belongs to the car networks, we
are far from the finished car product. The designa‐
tion of the big manufacturers as order providers,
that is to say as responsible for the jobs suppres‐
sions, is the precondition for broadened move‐
ments throughout the sector.

What crossroads between climate emergency and
workers movement?

The question of the conjuncture in Europe between
the social movement which has begun to emerge
around the climate emergency and the workers'
movement in the car sector faces us. In this area
there are no givens. It is not possible to subordinate
the necessary and urgent resistance to attacks on
jobs, wages and working conditions to an agree‐
ment and a shared understanding of the ecological
dimensions of the crisis striking the car industry.

It is certainly financial interest which guides the be‐
haviour of the car industry. It matters little to them
that road transport — car and heavy vehicles — is

the sector which has most increased carbon emis‐
sions over the past ten years. On the other hand,
the irreversible rise in the price of oil and its end as
an abundant source of energy forces the car indus‐
try to implement other solutions. It is not about the
wellbeing of humanity but a strictly financial inter‐
est for the car manufacturing groups. The manufac‐
turers, after decades without serious investment in
these areas, begin to prepare hybrid motor and
electric vehicles. What they haven't done in the
years of growth — their first concern being the divi‐
dends of their shareholders — they claim to under‐
take now.

But the crisis of the car industry will not be re‐
solved with technological recipes. Electricity is pro‐
duced in most European countries by thermal pow‐
er stations running on oil and coal, and in France
by nuclear power stations threatened by the
Japanese disaster at Fukushima. This type of tech‐
nological solution is not a response to the structural
factors of the crisis in cars.

Whereas public transport is privatised and gets
worse, the battle for the maintenance of a service
accessible to all is a matter of social urgency. Of
course new means of public and semi-public trans‐
port remain to be invented. The resources for this
social invention exist first and foremost among the
workers of the sector. But how can this creativity be
deployed without workers' control over production
and without confrontation with employers who are
not concerned about the social utility of the com‐
modities they sell on the market.

As Lars Henriksson, a Swedish worker in the Volvo
factory puts it, "If we do nothing faced with this
and simply hope that others will do it, there is the
likelihood that we will find ourselves out of a job.
To transform car production can appear an impos‐
sible task for us who work at the lowest levels of the
enterprise. But the truth is rather that we are alone
in being able to do it! No aid or solutions can be ex‐
pected from the bosses".

Under the pretext of the crisis, everywhere in
Europe the employers are on the offensive in the



International Viewpoint · IV441 – October 2011

72

cars sector. The previous periods were accompa‐
nied by the conclusion of collective and branch
agreements. That reflected the relationship of
forces that the workers' movement had imposed
though a history of worker and trade union
struggles.

The presence and orientations in the factories and
enterprises were varied. There were simple "house"
unions directly under the thumb of the employers
to control the workers from the workshop to the
home, not forgetting their leisure activities. There
were unions who went along with the employers'
policies but wished to dispose of a genuine power of
negotiation with the bosses. And there were still
more combative orientations preserving the inde‐
pendence of the workers' movement, as well as cur‐
rents with a perspective of self-organisation of the
workers and a class struggle without concession.

Nuances are increasingly less possible. And there is
less and less place for the intermediary positions of
the workers' movement: the confrontation between
that movement and the employers cannot be avoid‐
ed in the face of the offensives from the latter. That
is what is revealed by the aggression undertaken by
Fiat Mirafiori in Turin against the FIOM.

The practice of "blackmail referendums" has
spread: Fiat in Turin, General Motors in
Strasbourg, Nissan in Catalonia, Continental in

Midi-Pyrénées in France. It is a veritable wave
which in all these cases resorts to the same recipes:
to go around the representative trade unions to ad‐
dress the workers directly with the same blackmail:
either the rollback of existing conditions, or the clo‐
sure of the factory.

But counter examples of successful struggles also
exist. Near Bordeaux, Ford Europe has been forced
to buy out its own factory for the manufacture of
mechanical parts that it had itself sold some years
ago to an asset stripping component manufacturer.
This struggle lasted several years and finally ended
in this buyout and the promise by the directorate of
Ford Europe to maintain a thousand jobs on the
site.

What is urgent is a counter offensive, all together
against the employers' policies. But that is no easy
thing. The big car groups know how to both develop
their competition and coordinate at the national,
European and global levels their policies towards
the employees. The effective coordination of strug‐
gle and resistance among workers should be put on
the agenda of the whole workers' movement in
Europe.

Let's begin by sharing and exchanging experience,
discussing demands, refusing to accept this capital‐
ist crisis.
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E u r o p e

Europe Against Austerity conference report
Fred Leplat ·

The conference adopted a declaration
agreeing to establish a network, to plan
for a day of action against austerity next
year, as well as to call on unions to organ‐
ise a day of industrial action across
Europe. The conference put on the agenda
in Britain and across Europe the need for
an audit (although that is not in the final
declaration) and cancellation of the "ille‐
gitimate" debt. It also started a debate in
Britain on the European Union and the
euro, hopefully drawing it away from a
simplistic "No to EU" position, and
putting withdrawal from these capitalist
institutions as a consequence of our cam‐
paign against austerity, rather than as a
starting point. It was a serious and sober
event which recognised both the scale of
the economic crisis and the tasks ahead in
escalating the resistance against austerity.
Olivier Besancenot for the NPA explained
it starkly when saying "We have to find
ways of coming together to build this so‐
cial movement of the people in Europe.....
And this isn't a whim or just propaganda,
working towards the first general strike in
the history of Europe is a duty for political
activists in the coming months."

The breadth of representation was impressive as it
encompassed most of the anti-neoliberal left (Die
Linke, Sinn Fein, European Left Party) and a par‐
ticuarly strong anti-capitalist current (NPA,
CADTM, Bloco). Major unions supported the con‐
ference such as UNITE, the NUT and the RMT
from Britain, Solidaires from France, the teachers
union OLME from Greece, and LAB fron the
Basque country. There were also representatives of
the CGTP of Portugal, COBAS of Italy and many

others. Particularly noteworthy was El?bieta
Fornalczyk of the Free TU "August 80" represent‐
ing Tesco workers who outlined the dramatic con‐
dition of women in Poland as mothers and workers.
Sonia Mitralia of the CADTM in Greece also
stressed how the crisis was hitting women harder.

This conference, as well as the demonstrations this
weekend, is an excellent springboard for making
the November 30 strike by over 20 trade-unions a
massive success. We need to mobilise other sec‐
tions of society not on strike about pensions, but
who wish to fight to defend the welfare state. It is
also important to mobilise from the conference for
European-wide events such as the G20 on 1st
November. Congratulations were sent in by many
people. Those who travelled from far, such as the 12
CGT, FSU & SUD stewards from Le Havre in
France, thought it was interesting and a necessary
event for stepping up the resistance across Europe.

Olivier Besancenot of the Nouveau Parti
Anti-capitaliste from France spoke in the
closing plenary. This is a translated and
slightly edited transcript of his speech.

The sovereign debt crisis follows on from the sub
prime crisis in the United States in 2008. What we
are seeing now, in spite of the intervention of dif‐
ferent governments, is the explosion of the finan‐
cial crisis across every economy and every society.
In just the same way that the sub prime crisis was
itself the outcome of the crisis of overproduction
and over-accumulation, in the Marxist sense, which
had been brewing in our societies for years and
years.

And that's the whole problem with the neo-liberal
policies we're fighting against. They're not only un‐
fair. They also make the economic crisis much
worse. This crisis of capitalism is global because it
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combines questions of climate change, food sup‐
plies and energy sources. We are seeing an historic
tipping point in the relationships between the im‐
perialist powers. We already spoke about wars, but
we must remember that the great powers like
Europe and the United States are now in decline
and the United States barely manage to compen‐
sate for it by their military supremacy. New powers
are emerging.

The powers which dominated the world through
the history of capitalism are currently in decline
and that has political consequences for us and the
political debates that concern us.

What type of movements and what type of alterna‐
tive? We can no longer debate in the way we used
to debate. Previously it was a thing we had big ar‐
guments about. Some people thought that it was
only workers' mobilisations and nothing else which
would allow us to establish a political alternative
and there were others who thought that we had to
recreate a credible political alternative in order to
encourage workers mobilisations. Today there is a
complementary, dialectical relationship which
obliges us to try to create a synthesis between the
left in the social movements and the political left in
each of our countries. This needs a complementary
relationship in which one strengthens the other,
without a hierarchical relationship between them
and which gives us both political responsibilities
and responsibilities in the movements. In the
movements, we have to find ways of coming togeth‐
er to build this social movement of the peoples of
Europe. Of course we have to help and support the
indignados on the 15th October. And it needs to be
not just for amusement or just for propaganda:
working towards the first general strike in the his‐
tory of Europe is a duty for political activists in the
coming weeks and months.

In each of our countries we are having days of ac‐
tion and general strikes or semi-general strikes.
The fact that for the first time we find ourselves on
strike at the same time on the same day would give
us the possibility of having a European unity , not
just for the sake of it, but to enable us to be on the

streets for a long time, to continue the strike, to
bring the economies and governments to a
standstill.

What is the anti-capitalist perspective suffering
from at the moment? It's the absence of victories
for industrial action. There is resistance and there
are struggles because there is a crisis of capitalism.
However we haven't yet demonstrated that we are
able to stop a single part of an austerity plan. to
destabilise even one part of a government which is
implementing these policies. None of what we are
talking about will happen if we can't persuade a sig‐
nificant part of the population to burst onto the po‐
litical scene, to stop allowing politics to be conduct‐
ed by the professional politicians.

To make a programme we have to be a bit more
radical than we can imagine, not for the pleasure of
being radical but to respond to what is at stake in
the economic crisis itself. For the austerity pro‐
grammes are being carried out by governments of
the right and the left and sometimes they are
helped by what calls itself the radical left.

The question that is posed today is to understand
that the response to the crisis is neither borders nor
the capitalist state. It's not borders because they
put peoples in conflict with one another. For us the
real question isn't whether or not we should stay in
the euro zone it is should we stay under the dicta‐
torship of the financial markets.

The response is not to have stronger capitalist
states. We had illusions in the anti-globalisation
movement that to turn back the neo-liberal wave
we needed a bit more state intervention in the
economy. However we can see that capitalists are
quite comfortable with state intervention when it's
a matter of sharing their losses across society while
privatising their profits.
The anti-capitalist movement today should be lead‐
ing campaigns to cancel the illegitimate debts
across Europe, to demand transparency to know
who own what and to expropriate the private bank‐
ing system and propose a public European banking
system which will be the basis of a radically differ‐
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ent Europe, a Europe of the workers and the
peoples.

About a one hundred and fifty years ago someone
used to say that the emancipation of the workers

would be achieved by the workers themselves. In a
new context, in a new period, in the countries of the
south and in the Arab world. And our responsibility
is to see that the wind of this Arab Spring blows
across all of our countries.
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D e n m a r k

A new period for the Red Green Alliance
Thomas Eisler ·

Ten years of right government

When the Liberal-Conservative govern‐
ment won a majority with the DPP it was a
break with decades of governments based
on participation or support from centre
parties like the SLP. Though the DPP
maintains a profile as the defender of
workers and pensioners it has been will‐
ing to lend votes to government attacks as
long as they were paid off with attacks on
immigrants.
During the Liberal-Conservative govern‐
ment, mobilisations in defence of work‐
ers' rights, against social cuts and the
Iraqi war have been closely linked to the
perspective of another government.

The attacks on early retirement

One of the central questions in the Danish political
debate during the last 15 years has been the right to
early retirement at the age of 60. During the centre-
left government in the 90'es the prime minister
guaranteed that early retirement was there to stay.
When the centre-left government changed the early
retirement in 1999 from a general right to an insur‐
ance system linked to the unemployment system it
lost a lot of trust from the working class and thus
paved the way for the right. The Social Democrats
and Social Liberals also took part in a political
agreement to gradually raise the age where people
would entitled to early retirement and pensions by
five years. In his new year speech on 1 January 2011
the prime minister came with a proposal to abolish
the early retirement entirely. This initiated cam‐
paigns by the trade unions in defence of the early
retirement scheme and in opinion polls it was close
to a left majority without the Social Liberals. The

Conservative-Liberal government managed to get
an agreement with the Social Liberals and the
Danish Peoples Party to advance the cuts on the
early retirement.

The Centre-left "alternative"

The central topic in the political debates up to and
during the electoral campaigns was how to balance
the state budget in 2020. According to some eco‐
nomic forecasts there will be a deficit of 47 billion
kroner in 2020 on the public finances and there
will be a shortage of labour. The Social Democrats
and Socialist Peoples Party basically accept the
same economic and demographic assumptions as
the right. Their alternative economic plan called
"fair solution" is based on increasing working time
by 12 minutes per day through agreements with the
trade unions and employers' organisations. They
claim that this a necessary measure to keep early
retirement and avoid cuts in public welfare. To
meet criticism that this is ridiculous while there are
200,000 unemployed they have made the conces‐
sion that it should not happen before there is full
employment. Also the economic plan of the right is
based on the assumption that in the long run there
will be full employment.

A centre or left government

The trade unions and most of the electoral base of
SD and SPP have put hopes in a new left govern‐
ment that would defend the interest of the working
class. Nevertheless the leaders of SD and SPP have
been more ambiguous, while some have mentioned
the importance of reinstating the cooperative par‐
liament that makes agreements across the centre
excluding the extreme parties, meaning the RGA
and DPP. This was also a clear invitation to the
Social Liberals and since the elections the SD-SPP
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alliance has made an agreement with the Social
Liberal Party to form a common government. The
government platform includes the agreed attacks
on early retirement. There is a majority for the par‐
ties which made the agreement. If the SD-SPP had
kept the Social Liberals outside the government
they could have avoided taking responsibility for
the attack. In the Danish political system a govern‐
ment has to follow decisions by a majority of the
parliament but can be in minority without having
to resign.

The rise and fall of the SPP

This is the first time ever that the Socialist Peoples
Party has been in government. It has been a goal of
the party for many years and led to making many
concessions in order to prove it is a responsible
party. One of the first was the acceptance of the
Maastricht treaty in 1993. During the last five years
it has gone through a dramatic transformation to
become more a peoples' party and less a socialist
party. This included a very populist attitude to‐
wards immigrants. They gave up the defence for
immigrants and asylum seekers rights. The chair‐
man condemned reactionary Muslim groups in a
way that it could be understood as being generally
against all Muslims. The new populist profile of the
party seemed to a great success. From the 2005 to
2007 elections they rose from 6 to 13 %. Later polls
gave the party around 20 % though closing in on
the Social Democrats to be the main left party.
During the last years the Social Democrats and
Socialist Peoples Party has formed a very close po‐
litical alliance. Not only have they developed com‐
mon political proposals but they have made com‐
mon advertisements on bill-boards etc.

In autumn 2010 the Liberal-Conservative govern‐
ment presented a plan to put extra criteria for fami‐
ly union with immigrants. This could mean that it
would be much more difficult to get a stay-permit
for a spouse from a non-European country. The SD
and SPP took some time as they considered
whether to support this proposal. Finally they de‐
cided to present an alternative that still included

more strict criteria than the existing though more
moderate than the right had proposed. This seemed
to the straw that broke the camels back and they
started to lose support.

The recent success of the RGA

The RGA first passed the 2% threshold needed for
parliamentary representation in 1994, after the SPP
accepted the Maastricht treaty. Since then the RGA
reached a low point in the elections 2007. On the
one hand the RGA was in a difficult situation with
internal disagreement and external attacks for
choosing a Muslim woman wearing a hijab as a
candidate, and on the other the SPP was profiting
from a general "cool factor" making it a very popu‐
lar party in particular among youth. The discontent
with the populism of the SPP is the main reason for
the possibilities for the RGA. But it is also the gen‐
eral adaptation to the liberal economic policies by
the SD-SPP alliance. According to opinion polls the
rise in its support began in autumn 2010. Many
new members have also joined. When the elections
were announced on 26 August support was about
4.5%. During the three weeks of electoral campaign
SD-SPP continued to lose support as they did not
represent a clear alternative to the right and thus
made it possible to undermine their credibility. It
was thus only with a small margin that the four
parties for a new government got a majority of
50,2% of the vote against the right.

The RGA campaign

The electoral campaign of the RGA beat everything
it has done before. There were more militants tak‐
ing part in the distribution of materials and poster‐
ing than ever before. Around 1.5 million leaflets
and pamphlets were distributed. Furthermore the
RGA reached a new audience, breaking through the
barrier of being a "strange" party and being taking
seriously by a broader part of the population. The
RGA became the "cool" party among youth with the
charismatic spokesperson Johanne Schmidt-
Nielsen in front. The campaign had the slogan:
"There is room for welfare". It was to break with
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dominating economic agenda and pointed to the
taxation of rich, multinationals, speculators and the
oil resources. The RGA presented a plan to create
100,000 jobs in public services and to mitigate
greenhouse gas emissions. Defence of asylum-seek‐
ers and immigrants as well as unemployed were
other central issues.

RGA and the new government

To fight to overthrow the right government and
make the populist right lose their dictatorship over
immigration policies has been a goal for the RGA
ever since the government won the majority with
the DPP 10 years ago. RGA gives its unconditional
support to the new government. The RGA supports
the formation of the government but makes no
promises to support the proposals from the govern‐
ment. Decisions will be taken on an issue by issue
basis and the RGA will not accept packages that
link attacks on some with improvements for others.
This will not prevent the RGA being put under
pressure from the centre-left government. The gov‐
ernment will try to give the RGA the responsibility
for forcing the government to make deals with
right. The ultimate pressure will be on the approval
of the budget because the government will have to
resign if it is not able to pass a budget. In its nature
the budget is a package that includes all sorts of
things including a budget for the military. During
the SD-led government 1992-2001 the RGA never

voted in favour of the budget though abstained on
one occasion.

In order to prepare for this situation the RGA have
had several debates on how to deal with the situa‐
tion under a new government. At the 2010 RGA
congress it was concluded that:

"The RGA encourages a new government to make a
break that replaces the policies from the previous
government with policy that is based on social
equality, solidarity and sustainability. A budget that
marks such a break will also have our votes. But we
will under no circumstances vote in favour of a
budget that:

– includes attacks;

– doesn't include significant improvements;

– is the summary of one year of austerity, done
with the parties from the right."

This formulation was proposed by two SAP mem‐
bers in order to sharpen the original proposal from
the leadership of the RGA.

The RGA will put forward demands on the govern‐
ment and work within the movement to build sup‐
port for the demands to put the strongest possible
pressure on the government. The RGA executive
committee has made a call to branches, commis‐
sions and candidates of the RGA to organise public
meetings with invitations to trade unions to debate
expectations and demands on the new government.


