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HAITI

The army and
Duvalier's thugs
massacre election

- TTACKS oCCURRED a{l over
ll ,r'. counrrv. The inhabihnrs of

lI ,. vriiage oi Verretres naci ro
I lmk" refuge in rhe mounrains
while tlle army fired on the presbyery with
heavy machine grms.

lntemationa.l reactions were not slow ir
coming. The United states cut off both its
economic and military aid. But it seetned io
be looking for a modus vivendi with the
ruling military council, who had already
annormced that new elections would be or-
ganized under its auspices. However, some

Democratic representarives demanded that
an "inler-Ameican peace force" be sent-
Ottawa and Bonn also claimed !o be parti-
sars of forming - in the framework of the
United Nations - 

a "force responsible for
assurinS *r.e seaurity and freedom in a new
election". Already in SePtembet Arthur
Schlesinger, an ex-advisor to John F Ken-
nedy, went so far as !o propose "an intema-
tional rescue mission" a.nd "some form of
disinrerested (sic) intemational administra-
tive supervision".

Mass movement has
matured in last months

ln Haiti iself there is no doubt that there
will be many new developments in whar is
already an extremely complex sinradon. A
detemining factor will be the development
of the combativity of the masses. Evenu in
the week ruminS up to rlte elections have
shown tha! at least in the cryital, the mass

moverrent has matued a lot since this sum-

mer's mobilizations. [Sea /y 125.] After
fiiminal arson at a poPular market in Port-
au-Prince, many districts deaided ro rake in

hand their own defence. In some areas,
thousands of p€ople have befi involved in
self-defence tasks. This represenB a con-
siderable amormt of experience that can en_

able the Haitian left !o pose the prcblem of
violence in new way! .

Selfdefence movement
attacked by army

The army irn nediately bamed the for-
mation of these self-defence brigades. It
made the distdct of Carreforu-Feuilles pay
a high price for the exemplary role ftat it
played in the self-defence movement. On
November 28, 46 people from fiar district
were slaughtered at Fort Dimanche, and
other executions were report€d to have tak-
en place the next day. The following week,

the army began new arrests in the same
dist ct.

The reformist leaders stf€red clear of any
orientation in favour of self-organization
md selfiefence. For months they have ex-
plained that all the problems would be
solved by the November 29 elections.
Compounding the effects of terrorist ac-
tiois and past failues, the corsequences of
this policy may be grave.

"Take out the old crop of manioc and

clear rhe grormd! " 
- thar is, get lid of the

National Govemment CourEil (CNG) rcor
and branch. Monseigneur Rom6lus, the
bishop of J€r6mie, raised this call in June

1987. It gave its name Lo a campaign
agsinst rhe CNG krown as "OPeration
Manioc", But these strites and &monsua-
tionr were not suflicient for getring dd of
the CNG. With the benelit of imperialist
su[Dort, 8rm ir hand, dle CNG held is own

against its adversades. It faced I sEong but
unarmed and weakly-structEed movement
which its so-called coordinators - the
Group of 57 organizations - 

wanted to
keep in safe charmels. At the be8irming of
September, Bishop Rom€lus was lo again
raise dre slogor "Clear the ground" via the
elections.

Thus the wishes of the Provisional Elec-
tolal Council (CEP) were fulfilled. At the
beginning of September they had launched
an emotive appeal for Haitians to take the
electoral rcad: "People of Haiti, let us stan
out with freedom of conscience 8nd det6-
mined heans, yoting cards in han4 towards
the peaceful conqrrcst of ow onJy reason for
being: to root out dictaloEhip fmever..."

Would it be heeded? On September 5 the
te*spal.E,r lz Matin again noted: "The pop-
ulation's contempt for the CEP is evidenf'
and regrett€d the laner's "dangerous isola-
tion". And on September 10, the papet pre-
dicted: "Now, only a mobilization of
democratic orS6nizations has the sttenSth
o change the position of rhe people", who
were still hosrile to elections being held un-
der rhe rule of the CNG.

Without analyzing the reasons for the
failue of the first "Operation Manioc", the
petty-bourSeois organizations rallied one
aft€r the other to the new slogan of Bishop
Rom6lus and the standard of dle cEP. But
after the sssassination of one of the candi
dalqs for the Fesidential election they con-
cluded, realistically, that holding elecliots
with the CNG still in place would be
impossible.

How€ver. for thess organizarions, panici-
pating or not in the elections was not a sim-
ple tactical matter. Their avowed objective
was to ge! the CNC to yield to a deluge of
votes. To make this perspective credible.
tiey had to portray the CNO in anew light.

So, on September 17, Ore National Front
for Collaboration - s€t up by rhe Group of
57, the Autonomors Confederation of Hai-
rian Workers (CATH) and otlrcr organiza-
tions - 

proposed a "securify paci' to the
cNc.

Constitution only a scrap
ol paper for CNG

The leaders of this Fron! who shortly be-
fore had been calling the CNG a "fascist
jrmta", ,row dexnEded that the CNG dem-
onstrate "its will to install a climate of
peace and security in the country". They let
it be believed that it coul4 as tley demand-

ed disarm dre Macoutes [Duvalier's g.n8-
sters], put an erd to rcpressive acrions by
military o, para-military groups 6rd guar-
antee candidales' securiry. So for the sake
of "encouraSing the people ro participate in
the elections" all the lessons of this sum-
mer's massac'res were wip€d out. The CNC
had shown that as far as it was concemed
the constiiution was only a scrap of paper.

But, no matter: "Today", a Front statement
proclaimed, "we have a cruciel we4on: the

consritution of March 29, 1987".

ON THE DAY of the general electlon, November 29,
supporters of deposed dictator Jean-Claude Duvalier
and the army acted with a brutality and lorce that
stupelied many people. The bloodiest massacre took
place in a Port-au-Prince polling station. The commando
group, made up of soldiers in civilian clothlng, seemed to
have deliberately chosen this polling station because ol
the large numbers of foreign iournalists there. The killers
wanted to impress public opinion, to declare their
determination to the whole world.

ABTHUR MAHON
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Before and during the election campaigrl
kidnappings and murders continued un-
ceasinSly. Their aim w8s to t€rrorize the
population. These actions continued the
pattem set by massacres in the shantltowns
and at the time of last summer's demon-
stra.tions. At the same time,tlE p€rperators

- Sangs composed of army persorurel and
Tontons Macoutes - c{rried out break-ins.
General Namphy's own chauffeur was
killed during his nocturnal activiries: he
was executed by the people of a village
where he was getting ready to conunit
some offences.

Prisoners of the
generals

How can these gangs be disarmed and ttre
roots of Duvalierism dpped out? And what
$hould be dooe about the army? None of
the candidales conftonted thes€ ftmdam€n-
tal problems seriously. And when yer again
one of them 

- Yves Volel 
- was mur-

dered by plain-clothes police h &ont of dre
headquaners of the Criminal Invesrigation
Bureau, the resporse was exEemely timid.
If rhe p,residential candidates had acknowl-
edSed ftar ft was impossible to achieve de-
mocracy with the army as it is, that would
mean admitting fiat if $ey won they would
be.ome prisoners of the generab, and ad-
mitling Olat all their irne promises about
agradan refom or defending hurnan rights
were only hot air.

The lawyer Gdrard Gougne, o F ont c.sr-
didate, maintained lhat a "strong democrat-
ic wind" was blowing Orough the army,
from the ordin.ry soldiers to rhe highest
glades. R6n6 Th6odore, candidare for the
United Party of Haitiu Communists
(PUCH), who said that the country's proL
lems could not be resolved by the simple
act of voting, called for barely more than
"submitting to parliament an administra-
tive bill relating to the armed forces that
would poinr out their established constitu-
tional role, eli'ninate the notion of 'lhe ene-
my within'. highlighr the quesiion of
horiotr snd establish rcspect for rhe diSnity
of servicemen from the firsL day of Lheir
trainirt9".

l,acking an alremative, Haitians took lit-
erally the slogan "Clear tle ground ftrough
the elections". Many went to vote on No-
vembet 29. And when the CEP cancelled
the ballot tfuee hours after polling started,
the hasses found themselves disorienrei
and feelings of frustrarion ran hi8h. Politi-
cal leaders ard the church€s had failed tlte
Haitian pople as rhey had done in March
during the referendum on the conslitution.
Then they had deceived people aboul irs
content 

- it had been sold as a "liberal,',
and even "popular" documenl

It need only be noted fiat all rhe candi-
dates for the presidenrial elecrions have to
be "householders", and that military offi-
cers "carmot be dismissed, taken off acrive
duty, discharged, or givel early rcrirement
excepq with their consenf'. Ren6 Th6odore

CXO Lrd.r O..r.7.1 Hr,nrliy @R)

and Monseigneur Romdlus were the frist
to mislead the Haitian pelple about the
meaning of the lefercndum. Accordhg to
the refo.mirt leadeis, the adoption of the
constitution would allow the page of Du-
valieaism to be rumed once and for all.

lmmediately after the referendum, the
military took action agairut peasanrs who
had invaded land belonging to a Canadian
congregatio4 iallicting many casualties.
Their officers invoked the arricle of the
new coru;titution calling for rhe deferEe of
priv*e property. The4 ir Juae, also citing
an article in the constitution on rmion ac-
rivity, tlrc CNG barured rhe CATH.

Willout doubt, rhe Haitian bourgeoisie
overestimated its strength, when, at the
last minute, Article 291 was introduced.
This article excluded from public office
for ten years a number of categories of
people, notably those 'llotoriously lmown
for having bee4 with excessive zeal, ani-
s8ns and supponers of the dictatorship
during dre last 29 years."

Duvalier's henchmen
eliminated trom election
This Article was I time-bomb that ex-

ploded on November 2. Thar day, the CEP
published a list of Fesidenrial candidares
who had passed tlre tesr of Arricle 291. Out
of 35 declared candidares, 12 of Duvalier's
hencluren had been eliminated by the
CEP. Some former collaborators with the
dictato$hip, such as ex-ministers and sec-
retaries of stlte Marc Bazin, Hubert de
Ronceray or LamartiniEre Honorat, re-
mained in the turming. On rhe other hand,
the most sinister Duvalierist figures were
tlrown out of the electoral race. In re-
sponse, ex-geneml Claude Raymond de-
clared: 'Ty'e have the power behind us, we
will win whatever the cost". The same
evening, the CEP'S office was set alighr
rvith flame-throwers. In the days which
followed, election offices, party headque-
ters and cadidare's houses wele anacked.
The capital was under a de facro curfew

from 9pm, and every day there was talk of a
coup d'etal

What has been called the "democratic
sector" had by and large underestimated the
Duvalierists' strenglh dld their position in
the army. The lafier play an importanr role
in the administration, among the local offi-
cials in the countryside and especially
among garrison chiefs.

For example, the tactical battalions of the
Dessalines barracks are completely loyal ro
thei chief, Jeaa-Claude Paul. A real hard-
nut, he is linked to an intemational drugs
network. His wife was arrested in Miarni
and the American police also have a war-
rant out for him. He is very hostile to rhe
US, and has tlEeatefled b shoot Marc Ba-
zirl a candidate suppofied by the US in rhe
presidential election.

Tontons Macoutes active
in army

Since Febrruary 7, 1986, Paul's battali<.rns,
like those at For Dimanche, have integraF
ed a number of Tontors Macoutqg into lheir
rar*s, and rhese gangsters havo played a
key role in all the repressive actions ftat
they have conducted since this summer,
whether a[ Port-au-Prince or in the provinc.
es. AJong with the Criminal Invesrigarion
Bweau, Ihey have provided a lange pan 

-if not the majority 
- of rhe commandos

thal have been ifl action these past molltls.
In July, houn of discussion were necessary
before tlp officers of $is seclor would sign
tlp document reiteraring the anny's suppon
for Ore CNG. However, not only did rhe
CNG let them carry on like rhis, bur rhey
completely covered up the officers' acrivi
ries. Essenrially betause it shared the same
project 

- to put a brake on the mass
movement.

To achieve this objective it reckoned rhat
an alliarrce wirh the army and the Duvalier.
ists was indispensable, the taditional bour-
geoisie not possessing the necessary
intemal resowces. The United Starcs has
not succeeded in Haiti in building a forc€
able ro carD/ ou! ils political and economic
projects. But the Duvalieriss are deeply
rooted in Haitian society ond make up a

larSe part of its adrninistrative and manage-
rial personnel.

Thinking wrongly that the Duvalierists
were only a leftover from the past, the
"democratic sector" misread the impon of
the actions sraged afier rhe CEP had elimi-
nated the Duvalierisr candidates. h s&w
rhem as the final death thoes of a move,
ment cofldemned by the march of history.

In the week ruming up to the elections,
following the publicarion of rhe lisr of can-
didates fo! the legislative rnd senatorial
elections, the snacks doubled in intensiry.
But CEP members and the "democratic
sector" leadds prefered to close their eyes
and ears and instead affim their conviction
$at the Tonlons Macoutes would retreat in
Iiont of rhe mass of two million Haitians
rcgistered on the electoral lisrs.

lntarnatlonal Vlowpornta Dacember 21, t9B7
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"We camot let a handfrrl of people pre-
vent the elertiors being hcld. So, s wotd to
the wise is sufficient!" asserted the CEP's
president, while Monseigneur Rom6lus
begged the Tontors Macoutrs to "Seek
rsdrer ro do what is good atd beautiful, be
humble, change your behaviou!, start
afush utd things will bc better for you".

Reformist leaders ignored
danger

The reformist leaders refrrsed m listen
when the Duvalierisa saidl "Without us,
there will be no elections", and evan talked
about civil war. They refused to see what
was going on insi& dr army, The nurnber
of generals went up frorn two to five, and
will soon bc 16, allowing the Namphy/
Regala duo to clinch their co rol of the
army thanks m a flood of hm&eds of pro-
motions. At tlre same time, military s.lei€s
have risen considerably. And on November
6, Geleral Namphy - assuming the pre-
rogatives of a p,resident of the republic -designated hilruelf "comman&r in chief of
the Haitian amed forces", He noted fiat,
therefore, in accordance with the corstitu-
tion, he would effectively be the rcal lerder,
arld that dre prcsident would be only a nom-
inal ore. Hardly anybody dercunced this
outright power grab.

In fac! at that moment, the leaders of the
National Front for Collaboration were not
ot y confident about lhe fuu.tre, rlrey weae
almost euphoric. This w.s because they
were convinced dut their cocrdidate, G&ard
Gourgue, was going o win the elections -perhaps even in the first rctmd. They failed
b realise th.t it was thi-s very factot that
was going to finally sweep away any fmal
hesitations that the arrny might still have
had *

Referendum
blows up
in the
generals'

THE JARUZELSKI REGIME sutfered a grave
setback on November 29. The Polish people were
expected to vote in the referendum for the
government's so-called Second Stage ot the
Economic and Political Reform. They did not, and
thereby denied legitimacy to the team in power.
The regime officially recognized its defeat the
following evening.

ARTHUR WILKINS

o

\r.
lfaces\r

L OTING WAS on two ouesaionr,
I ! t* nt"r *"". "Do vou iavor futl
liJ i-pt".*o,i- of ,h" p-gt",
U for radicd reconstrucrion of the

economy presented to the Diet [p.rlia-
mentl, which aims at a clear irnprovernent
in the living conditions of the society,
klowing that this will require a difficult
period of rapid changes over two to three
yeaIs?" According to the official tallier,
only 44.5% of registeled vote!6 replied
"yes."

The second question wrs, "Are you in fa-
vor of a Polish nrodel of ploughgoing de-
mocr*ization of political life, with tlrc goal
of reinforcing self-management, kosden-
ing citizrns' rights and incteasing lheir p{-
ticipation in the running of the country?"
Only 46.26% of registered voters replied
'!es" o this quastion.

The rernainder of the electolare answ€red
'ho," or abstained (ItEe was e high absteiF
tion rate, 32%). Neithq of th€ two ques-
tions got the 51% '!es" votr of registqed
votets r€quired for adoption by the recent
referendum law.

This was the frst referendum in Polard
since the one in 1946 that legitimat€d dte
establishmerf of the bureauqadc dictrtor-
ship. The siturtion today is very different.
The 1946 referendum urrs a su@ess fot
Stalinism th8nks to a gigurtic falsification
of the resuls md police t flor, hrt not or y
fo! these re.soirs. At the timq lhe bureau-
cratic regime war still on 0p ascerdarcy. It

beneliEed Aorn the a i-c&pitslist Eansfor-
mations that had th€ suppon of the masses.
Tlr h[eaucratic regine today is ofl the dc-
cline. Undermined erd torn by contsadic-
tions, is systern of ruling over the working
class ard society, as well as of ruDing the
national economy, is breaking down.

Referendum result also a
blow lor the Kremlin

Six years after Ore crushing of the 1980-
81 Polish revolutiorl six yesrs after tre rpr-
malization of the regime, and despite the
absence of independent legal mass organi-
zarions .nd political oppositiorq daspite an
extensive atomization and depoliticization
of tlr€ society, the authorities have proven
incapable of getting even passive accqr-
tance of tlrt poliry by a majority of Poles.

The negative result of the refererdum is
not only a blow for the Polish bureaucrrcy
in generst and for its "reform" wing, rcpre-
sented by the 'ernightcrrd" Iaruzelski te{rn
in p[ticular. It is also a btrow for their pro-
te4tols i[ the KremlirL the Gqbachev lead-
erchip, since Jaruzelski is one of thet main
sllies in the satellite counEies of the "60-
cialist camp." As for the experts of the
Wotld Bank and the Inrcmational Monc-
tary Fun4 they hoped that throuSh the eco-
nomic reforrn rnd political liberalization
JeuzeLti would be sble to cneat6 the con-
ditions for exEacting from working Fople 5
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the gigartic sums essential for payment of
the debt to llle Westem b.nk.

World Bank campalgns
lor "yes" vote

The World Bank joined opeuly in the
campaign for a '!es" vote in the referen-
dun, Its dtector, Eugenio Lari. sent the
following message through the official
Polish Press Agency: "Poles should sup-
polt the ptogram of reforms presented by
the gov€rrmenq lhis is a historic opportu-
rity for the Polish people;' (Polittka 45,
Novemb€r 7, 1987.) Moreover, before the
referendurn, J*uzelski met Cardinal
Gl€mp and submitted to him th€ proSram
for the "second stage of dre reform." It
seems that he got, if not tacit .pprcval, at
least the benevolent neutrality of the
church hierrchy.

The &feat of the bureaufi.tic regime in a
popular vote and above all the recognition
of this defeat are unprecedenl,ed events in
tlre "socialist camp," Why did Jaruzelski
admit his setbaclq q,hen he could have fal-
sified the reuuns in dp referendum by ad-
ding r few per cent more positive votes?
There were tlree reasons for this.

First, in so doing, he would have been
obliged to claim thar a mainity of Poles ac-
c€pted the perspective of a sharp drop h
their standad of living. A gross falsifica-
tion of the resulo would dlen havc led to .
rise in social tensions and increased the
dangers of a mass explosion. S€condly,
such a falsification might hsve b€en oF
posed by the still inlluemial coruervative
forces in the bureaucratic qrpratus, who
sse a danger to thet position in the
schcrnes for Eansforming the economic
system and also balk at a political libcrali-
zation of the regime. Fimlly, a false victory
in the referendum would have put Jauzel-
rki in a difficult positiol with fie World
Bok ad the IMF. The latt6 would have
been .ble to step up thet &mands on the
basis of dre purported support of the Polish
society. In all, falsifying the results would
have exposed the regime to r combinalion
of tkerB Aom every quarter.

The govemment's program of reforms
was also rejected by tln working people for
thrce rersons. Firs! they realized that any
rcform carried out by dris regime could
only rnean a bnrtal anack on their standard

of living. That is, sufDoning the "gogran
for recoruuucting 0rc econony" meanr ac-
c€pting lhe sh&pest rise in Eices evet seeir
in People's Polard (an average of 110% fc
necessities, as amouflced by the govern-
ment)..This would have phmged still more
of Ihe masses into the destitution already
suffered by I quatar of [re populatiotl

Secodly, worting people have no confi-
dE rce that lhe bureauqatic regime will car-
ry out any reform or promise, aad so they
could not take seriously the proposal of a
"Polish model of dernocratizarion." otr the
one hand, Jaruzelski coutts citizens with
tlr idea of "socialist ptualism," and on the
olha he flrles outnot or y the dght to form
tdependent political p.rties, but even
trade-mion plwalism. ,anrzelski s.ys that
he is ready even to coruider the possibility
of a legal "socirlist opposition." But at tlc
same time, he umounces ftom the outset
ftat he excludes legalizing the "anti-
socialist oppositiorL" that is, Solidamosc
od more generally any real opposition.

The armormcement of the proposed price
dses was accompanied by that of a meeting
of the Commiree for the Defence of the
Courry (KOK). Since 1981, the year that
thi$ sinister extt -constibrtional i$titutiol
was set up, eva5r Pole krows what a meet-
ing of the KOK means 

- 
a threal to estab-

lish a state of \r,ar if ihe'masses react too
sharply to the pdce increases.

Working people fear
increased poverty

Thirdly, brcad layers of working people
ferl i$tinctively thst tlp inuoduction of a
ndical ltrartet teform in the Polish econo-
my will be a great threat to evqything that
snains of lret social Sains - that it forc-
shadows grest r povef,ty, hatder work,
shaFrr€d rocial inequalities and increased
inre.urity.

Igor Lewy, editor of rhe independent

in[nal Xobofti,t and orc of the fountes of
the teceady ertrblished Polish Socialist
Pafiy (PPS), vrrote a few rnonths ago: 'ilt
seqns that the Polish vetsion of peresroika
l[,iu fulEll the dteanrs of some perple by iB
iee-€nt€rprise charactd drd the extent of
the re-privatizations. We will then have an
€nlightened ma*et communism in which

- und€r the protection of tanks, as well as

of the leading rcle of dre party ard its int€r-

national atlidrces - limited companies and
other corporations will spdng up like
mushrooms, and social protection for the
disadvantaSed will be considered as anoth-
e< 'error of dre past' It is in that framework
that we will have to live and act....The cost
of dle Polish rcad to capitalistn that J uzel-
ski and his team want to take in order to
save tlre 'socialist cernp' ftom bar cuptcy
has to be calculated Ed weighed up before
it is too late." (Xorornit 123, Msy 1987.)

With regard to the referendun\ the Na-
tional Executive Commission (KKW) of
the union Solidamosc made rh; fotlowing
declaration on Octob€r 25;

"No one can take the
rulers at their word"

"Everyorc wrnts tlre country to democra-
tize, for the eronomy to be based on ths
sound foun&tions of the ma*et' for indi-
viduals' succ€ss ro deperd only on their
work and dreL abililies....Unfortunately.
we calrrot forSet thal the p€.Ple who gov-
ern us are the sane as those who six years

ago instihrted I ltate of sieSe to qush dle
democmtic aspirations of the Polish
society...

'No one cdr take the rulers at thet woid.
IrIy'e need real political, social and economic
gurantees. Will the referendurn be accom-
panied W guarantees? The mswer ro this is

clear: It will not." (Eulbtin d' iSormation
Soliduaosc 178, 198'l .)

Th€ KKW did not csll for 8 boycon of tlte
referendum or for voting 'ho," but ra6er
limited itself to called fG a passive sbsten-
tion, in conformity with lhe idea exptessed
by l-ech Walesa: 'It's the West fiat's inter-
ested in refererdum, we Poles re ignoring
rt-" (Libdratio+ D*a'J.ber I, f 987). Soli-
&mosc may tNnk correcdy that the result
of the referendum represens a success for
it, tut insofar as its leadership is specifical-
ly concemed this victory i! a highly am-
biguous o[e.

In his first c.tnm€nt on the referendurn
rcsults, Waless did not consider it usefi io
talk about a defeat for the re8ime but limit-
ed hinself to noting thst dle vote testified
drat "Polish society is detply divided." He
judged that it was "imperative" thst Soli-
danosc dd tlrc govefiurlent appeal "joinr
ly" to dre people to'save Poland," because
"time is ruming out." His m8ir potitical
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advisor, Professor Bronisl.w Geremek,
considqed: "ThiB a setback for everybodn
because lhe ar horities have comprcmised
dre idea of a referendum ard of rcform."
Q* Motde, December 2, 1987.) Other op-
positior lesders - Adam Michnih Jar Li-
tynski, as well as Zbigniew Bujak -dcclaed 24 hours after they leamed of dre
resuls that they were "still stunned" and
uable to '\rnderstand what happened."
They asked for some time to find an expla-
mtion for tlle "totally unexpected" and
"very grave" sitnation. (Libdration,
December 2, 1987.)

"Radical market relorm
of the economy"

Anoher sort of response could hardly be
expected, inasmuch as the Solidamosc
leadership's present program for e.conomic
rcform is close m what J{uzelski wants to
put into practice. It leprcsents a tadical
modification of the poSram adopted at the
First National Congess of Solidarnosc in
1981, which called for "the intsoduction at
all levels of management of a self-
managetnent and democratic rcform and of
a new socio-economic order that would
combine planning, self-rnanagement and
the market." At the same time, he declqed
that "the reform must socialize plarmhg"
md "fie central plan must reflect the aspi-
lations of tlre society and be fteely accept-
d." Qy godnik S olidarnosc 29, l98l -)

The present program of the Solidarnosc
leadership is a 'tadical market reform of
the economy," which "must lead to the rc-
establistEnent of a genuine multi-s€ctonl
[mixedl economy," ed "assure equelity
of all forms of sertots of ownership,
sd limit the lole and fimction of the
state in the e4onomy, restoring t}re

fundamental role to the market
mechouisrrs ;' (W idnob a g 6 fi ,

1987.) Cantral plarning was
no longer envisaged.

According to the lead-
ership of Solidamosc,
the deqer and &eper
and more and more
irrevetsible crisis
of bureaucratic
planning in
Poland, the
USSR

ard in otlrcr countri€s of "actrrally existing
socialism" testifies to dre historic collap6e
of the plarmed economy.

Opposition to Solidarnosc
leadershlp

But the more the social situation of the
masses worsenq dp mop the govemment
s€eks to impose its economic reform, the
more a feeling of opposition to the orielta-
tion followed by the Solidrnosc leademhip
has developed arnong a section of the un-
ion's leaders. The 6rst open anack against
this orientation crme in dle spting of 1986
from Anckzej Slowilq chair of Solidarnosc
in Lodz. Last Decernber, hir criticisms
werc taken up by 22 m€rnbqs of the N8-
tional Commissiol elected at tlre 1981 con-
gress. In an open letter to Walesa in
September, they wrcte:

"The union has no clear program com-
motr to all its membe$, ard it r€serves v€ry
litde spoce in is declarations and its ac-
tions for material soci&l problems. ThiE
threatens...to cut the leading bodie,s of the
union off from their ba6e in the frclorier.
Everyone is well aware that Solidarnosc
has to be a social movernen! but it would
make a gruve error if it slso let irself rto
long€r be s€en as a union.

"A social movemeat.,.neglecting the
classical trsde-union tasks would lose a
large part of is social base witlin the coun-
try and drc suppon Sivear by foreign udors
and trade-union confederations. Solidar-
no$c could no loa86 be considered as tlre
rqnesentative of worters' interests, drd it

would cease o be an importrrt fetot in 0re
evolution of Polish intemal affairs." @rlle-
tin d'Infornalian Solid.onosc 178, 1987.)

Ir addition to Slovrik o0lel historic tesd-
ers of Solidamosc in several industrial re-
gions signed this letter. They included
Andrzej Gwiazda and Anna WalenB.lrow-
icz in Cdarsh Marian Jurczyk in Szczrci&
Se*eryn ,awo$ki and Zbigniew Romas-
zewski in Warsaw, Mie.chyslaw Cil in
No\ta-Huta and IJch Dymarski in Poznan-

"Solidarnosc is golng back
into the factorles"

Lower Silesian Solidamosc leader and
also a founder of the PPS, Jozef Pinior, &-
manded h September the adoption of rhe
following fii€ntation:

"Soliclanosc is going back into the frto-
ries, it is widr 0re naneless ones, those who
.te tied to the assembly line, wirh drose
who are in the very depfts of oppression
and poverq/. Its vocation is m defend the
oppressed. This vocation will rot bc aban-
doned in exchange for a warm place in a
sacristy nor for the ftee m{ket." (RoDorzi&
129, September 1987.)

The question that is posed is whethet .11

the Solidamosc leaders who declared for
such a position will be able to unirc their
forces and convince the otherr, who at the
mornellt are dszzled by the deceptive glitte(
of tlre market economy.

The Jaruzelski tegime will certainly con-
tinue to implement its economic reform
ptogram. That is what tlrc Diet decided in
Ore wake of rlre referendum. The price rises
will be sFead out ov€r time, deperding of

course on dre social resist$ce the re-
gime nrns up againsr

But, at the same time, the crisis of
[re rBgime will continue to de€peiL

Ed this will tend to op€n up po6-
sibilities fu the Polish r*orting

people to regain confidence
in thet srrength and in

thei! sbility to lesist, In
lz Matin de Paris orr

December 2, Iacek
Kuron predicted:

"We have to ex-
pect incleased

social agita-
tion" *

ru
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Oocamber 21, 1987 a lntemarilonat Vlewolnt


