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HAITI

The army and
Duvalier’s thugs
massacre election

ON THE DAY of the general election, November 29,
supporters of deposed dictator Jean-Claude Duvalier
and the army acted with a brutality and force that
stupefied many people. The bloodiest massacre took
place in a Port-au-Prince polling station. The commando

group, made up of soldiers in civilian clothing, seemed to

have deliberately chosen this polling station because of

the large numbers of foreign journalists there. The killers

wanted to impress public opinion, to declare their
determination to the whole world.

ARTHUR MAHON

TTACKS OCCURRED all over

the country. The inhabitants of

the village of Verrettes had to

take refuge in the mountains
while the army fired on the presbytery with
heavy machine guns.

International reactions were not slow in
coming. The United States cut off both its
economic and military aid. But it seemed to
be looking for a modus vivendi with the
ruling military council, who had already
announced that new elections would be or-
ganized under its auspices. However, some
Democratic representatives demanded that
an “inter-American peace force” be sent.
Ottawa and Bonn also claimed to be parti-
sans of forming — in the framework of the
United Nations — a “force responsible for
assuring the security and freedom in a new
election”. Already in September Arthur
Schlesinger, an ex-advisor to John F Ken-
nedy, went so far as to propose “an interna-
tional rescue mission” and “some form of
disinterested (sic) international administra-
tive supervision”.

Mass movement has
matured in last months

In Haiti itself there is no doubt that there
will be many new developments in what is
already an extremely complex situation. A
determining factor will be the development
of the combativity of the masses. Events in
the week running up to the elections have
shown that, at least in the capital, the mass
movement has matured a lot since this sum-
mer’s mobilizations. [See IV 125.] After
criminal arson at a popular market in Port-
au-Prince, many districts decided to take in

hand their own defence. In some areas,
thousands of people have been involved in
self-defence tasks. This represents a con-
siderable amount of experience that can en-
able the Haitian left to pose the problem of
violence in new ways .

Self-defence movement
attacked by army

The army immediately banned the for-
mation of these self-defence brigades. It
made the district of Carrefour-Feuilles pay
a high price for the exemplary role that it
played in the self-defence movement. On
November 28, 46 people from that district
were slaughtered at Fort Dimanche, and
other executions were reported to have tak-
en place the next day. The following week,
the army began new arrests in the same
district.

The reformist leaders steered clear of any
orientation in favour of self-organization
and self-defence. For months they have ex-
plained that all the problems would be
solved by the November 29 elections.
Compounding the effects of terrorist ac-
tions and past failures, the consequences of
this policy may be grave.

“Take out the old crop of manioc and
clear the ground!” — that is, get rid of the
National Government Council (CNG) root
and branch. Monseigneur Romélus, the
bishop of Jérémie, raised this call in June
1987. It gave its name to a campaign
against the CNG known as “Operation
Manioc”. But these strikes and demonstra-
tions were not sufficient for getting rid of
the CNG. With the benefit of imperialist
support, gun in hand, the CNG held its own

against its adversaries. It faced a strong but
unarmed and weakly-structured movement
which its so-called coordinators — the
Group of 57 organizations — wanted to
keep in safe channels. At the beginning of
September, Bishop Romélus was to again
raise the slogan “Clear the ground” via the
elections.

Thus the wishes of the Provisional Elec-
toral Council (CEP) were fulfilled. At the
beginning of September they had launched
an emotive appeal for Haitians to take the
electoral road: “People of Haiti, let us start
out with freedom of conscience and deter-
mined hearts, voting cards in hand, towards
the peaceful conquest of our only reason for
being: to root out dictatorship forever...”

Would it be heeded? On September 5 the
newspaper Le Matin again noted: “The pop-
ulation’s contempt for the CEP is evident”
and regretted the latter’s “dangerous isola-
tion”. And on September 10, the paper pre-
dicted: “Now, only a mobilization of
democratic organizations has the strength
to change the position of the people”, who
were still hostile to elections being held un-
der the rule of the CNG.

Without analyzing the reasons for the
failure of the first “Operation Manioc”, the
petty-bourgeois organizations rallied one
after the other to the new slogan of Bishop
Romélus and the standard of the CEP. But
after the assassination of one of the candi-
dates for the presidential election they con-
cluded, realistically, that holding elections
with the CNG still in place would be
impossible.

However, for these organizations, partici-
pating or not in the elections was not a sim-
ple tactical matter. Their avowed objective
was to get the CNG to yield to a deluge of
votes. To make this perspective credible,
they had to portray the CNG in a new light.

So, on September 17, the National Front
for Collaboration — set up by the Group of
57, the Autonomous Confederation of Hai-
tian Workers (CATH) and other organiza-
tions — proposed a “security pact” to the
CNG.

Constitution only a scrap
of paper for CNG

The leaders of this Front, who shortly be-
fore had been calling the CNG a “fascist
junta”, now demanded that the CNG dem-
onstrate “its will to install a climate of
peace and security in the country”. They let
it be believed that it could, as they demand-
ed, disarm the Macoutes [Duvalier's gang-
sters], put an end to repressive actions by
military or para-military groups and guar-
antee candidates’ security. So for the sake
of “‘encouraging the people to participate in
the elections” all the lessons of this sum-
mer’s massacres were wiped out. The CNG
had shown that as far as it was concerned
the constitution was only a scrap of paper.
But, no matter: “Today”, a Front statement
proclaimed, “we have a crucial weapon: the
constitution of March 29, 1987".
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Before and during the election campaign,
kidnappings and murders continued un-
ceasingly. Their aim was to terrorize the
population. These actions continued the
pattern set by massacres in the shantytowns
and at the time of last summer’s demon-
strations. At the same time,the perpetrators
— gangs composed of army personnel and
Tontons Macoutes — carried out break-ins.
General Namphy's own chauffeur was
killed during his noctumnal activities: he
was executed by the people of a village
where he was getting ready to commit
some offences.

Prisoners of the
generals

How can these gangs be disarmed and the
roots of Duvalierism ripped out? And what
should be done about the army? None of
the candidates confronted these fundamen-
tal problems seriously. And when yet again
one of them — Yves Volel — was mur-
dered by plain-clothes police in front of the
headquarters of the Criminal Investigation
Bureau, the response was extremely timid.
If the presidential candidates had acknowl-
edged that it was impossible to achieve de-
mocracy with the army as it is, that would
mean admitting that if they won they would
become prisoners of the generals, and ad-
mitting that all their fine promises about
agrarian reform or defending human rights
were only hot air.

The lawyer Gérard Gourgue, a Front can-
didate, maintained that a “strong democrat-
ic wind” was blowing through the army,
from the ordinary soldiers to the highest
grades. Réné Théodore, candidate for the
United Party of Haitian Communists
(PUCH), who said that the country’s prob-
lems could not be resolved by the simple
act of voting, called for barely more than
“submitting to parliament an administra-
tive bill relating to the armed forces that
would point out their established constitu-
tional role, eliminate the notion of ‘the ene-
my within’, highlight the question of
honour and establish respect for the dignity
of servicemen from the first day of their
training”.

Lacking an alternative, Haitians took lit-
erally the slogan “Clear the ground through
the elections™. Many went to vote on No-
vember 29. And when the CEP cancelled
the ballot three hours after polling started,
the masses found themselves disoriented
and feelings of frustration ran high. Politi-
cal leaders and the churches had failed the
Haitian people as they had done in March
during the referendum on the constitution.
Then they had deceived people about its
content — it had been sold as a “liberal”,
and even “popular” document.

It need only be noted that all the candi-
dates for the presidential elections have to
be “householders”, and that military offi-
cers “cannot be dismissed, taken off active
duty, discharged, or given early retirement
except with their consent”. Réné Théodore

CNG leader General Namphy (DR)

and Monseigneur Romélus were the first
to mislead the Haitian people about the
meaning of the referendum. According to
the reformist leaders, the adoption of the
constitution would allow the page of Du-
valierism to be turned once and for all.

Immediately after the referendum, the
military took action against peasants who
had invaded land belonging to a Canadian
congregation, inflicting many casualties.
Their officers invoked the article of the
new constitution calling for the defence of
private property. Then, in June, also citing
an article in the constitution on union ac-
tivity, the CNG banned the CATH.

Without doubt, the Haitian bourgeoisie
overestimated its strength, when, at the
last minute, Article 291 was introduced.
This article excluded from public office
for ten years a number of categories of
people, notably those “notoriously known
for having been, with excessive zeal, arti-
sans and supporters of the dictatorship
during the last 29 years.”

Duvalier’s henchmen
eliminated from election

This Article was a time-bomb that ex-
ploded on November 2. That day, the CEP
published a list of presidential candidates
who had passed the test of Article 291. Out
of 35 declared candidates, 12 of Duvalier’s
henchmen had been eliminated by the
CEP. Some former collaborators with the
dictatorship, such as ex-ministers and sec-
retaries of state Marc Bazin, Hubert de
Ronceray or Lamartinidre Honorat, re-
mained in the running. On the other hand,
the most sinister Duvalierist figures were
thrown out of the electoral race. In re-
sponse, ex-general Claude Raymond de-
clared: “We have the power behind us, we
will win whatever the cost”. The same
evening, the CEP’s office was set alight
with flame-throwers. In the days which
followed, election offices, party headquar-
ters and candidate’s houses were attacked.
The capital was under a de facto curfew

from 9pm, and every day there was talk of a
coup d’etat.

What has been called the “democratic
sector” had by and large underestimated the
Duvalierists’ strength and their position in
the army. The latter play an important role
in the administration, among the local offi-
cials in the countryside and especially
among garrison chiefs.

For example, the tactical battalions of the
Dessalines barracks are completely loyal to
their chief, Jean-Claude Paul. A real hard-
nut, he is linked to an international drugs
network. His wife was arrested in Miami
and the American police also have a war-
rant out for him. He is very hostile to the
US, and has threatened to shoot Marc Ba-
zin, a candidate supported by the US in the
presidential election.

Tontons Macoutes active
in army

Since February 7, 1986, Paul’s battalions,
like those at Fort Dimanche, have integrat-
ed a number of Tontons Macoutes into their
ranks, and these gangsters have played a
key role in all the repressive actions that
they have conducted since this summer,
whether at Port-au-Prince or in the provine-
es. Along with the Criminal Investigation
Bureau, they have provided a large part —
if not the majority — of the commandos
that have been in action these past months.
In July, hours of discussion were necessary
before the officers of this sector would sign
the document reiterating the army's support
for the CNG. However, not only did the
CNG let them carry on like this, but they
completely covered up the officers’ activi-
ties. Essentially because it shared the same
project — to put a brake on the mass
movement.

To achieve this objective it reckoned that
an alliance with the army and the Duvalier-
ists was indispensable, the traditional bour-
geoisie not possessing the necessary
internal resources. The United States has
not succeeded in Haiti in building a force
able to carry out its political and economic
projects. But the Duvalierists are deeply
rooted in Haitian society and make up a
large part of its administrative and manage-
rial personnel.

Thinking wrongly that the Duvalierists
were only a leftover from the past, the
“democratic sector” misread the import of
the actions staged after the CEP had elimi-
nated the Duvalierist candidates. It saw
them as the final death throes of a move-
ment condemned by the march of history.

In the week running up to the elections,
following the publication of the list of can-
didates for the legislative and senatorial
elections, the attacks doubled in intensity.
But CEP members and the “democratic
sector” leaders preferred to close their eyes
and ears and instead affirm their conviction
that the Tontons Macoutes would retreat in
front of the mass of two million Haitians
registered on the electoral lists.
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“We cannot let a handful of people pre-

vent the elections being held. So, a word to
the wise is sufficient!” asserted the CEP’s
president, while Monseigneur Romélus
begged the Tontons Macoutes to “Seek
rather to do what is good and beautiful, be
humble, change your behaviour, start
afresh and things will be better for you™.

Reformist leaders ignored
danger

The reformist leaders refused to listen
when the Duvalierists said: “Without us,
there will be no elections”, and even talked
about civil war. They refused to see what
was going on inside the army. The number
of generals went up from two to five, and
will soon be 16, allowing the Namphy/
Regala duo to clinch their control of the
army thanks to a flood of hundreds of pro-
motions. At the same time, military salaries
have risen considerably. And on November
6, General Namphy — assuming the pre-
rogatives of a president of the republic —
designated himself “commander in chief of
the Haitian armed forces”. He noted that,
therefore, in accordance with the constitu-
tion, he would effectively be the real leader,

and that the president would be only anom- |

inal one. Hardly anybody denounced this
outright power grab.

In fact, at that moment, the leaders of the
National Front for Collaboration were not
only confident about the future, they were
almost euphoric. This was because they
were convinced that their candidate, Gérard
Gourgue, was going to win the elections —
perhaps even in the first round. They failed
to realise that it was this very factor that
was going to finally sweep away any final
hesitations that the army might still have
had. %

Referendum
blows up

in the
generals’

THE JARUZELSKI REGIME suffered a grave
setback on November 29. The Polish people were
expected to vote in the referendum for the
government’s so-called Second Stage of the
Economic and Political Reform. They did not, and
thereby denied legitimacy to the team in power.
The regime officially recognized its defeat the

following evening.

ARTHUR WILKINS

OTING WAS on two questions.

The first was, “Do you favor full

implementation of the program

for radical reconstruction of the
economy presented to the Diet [parlia-
ment], which aims at a clear improvement
in the living conditions of the society,
knowing that this will require a difficult
period of rapid changes over two to three
years?” According to the official tallies,
only 44.5% of registered voters replied
“yes.”

The second question was, “Are you in fa-
vor of a Polish model of thoroughgoing de-
mocratization of political life, with the goal
of reinforcing self-management, broaden-
ing citizens’ rights and increasing their par-
ticipation in the running of the country?”
Only 46.26% of registered voters replied
“yes” to this question.

The remainder of the electorate answered
“no,” or abstained (there was a high absten-
tion rate, 32%). Neither of the two ques-
tions got the 51% “yes” vote of registered
voters required for adoption by the recent
referendum law.

This was the first referendum in Poland
since the one in 1946 that legitimated the
establishment of the bureaucratic dictator-
ship. The situation today is very different.
The 1946 referendum was a success for
Stalinism thanks to a gigantic falsification
of the results and police terror, but not only
for these reasons. At the time, the bureau-
cratic regime was still on the ascendancy. It

benefitted from the anti-capitalist transfor-
mations that had the support of the masses.
The bureaucratic regime today is on the de-
cline. Undermined and torn by contradic-
tions, its system of ruling over the working
class and society, as well as of running the
national economy, is breaking down.

Referendum result also a
blow for the Kremlin

Six years after the crushing of the 1980-
81 Polish revolution, six years after the nor-
malization of the regime, and despite the
absence of independent legal mass organi-
zations and political opposition, despite an
extensive atomization and depoliticization
of the society, the authorities have proven
incapable of getting even passive accep-
tance of their policy by a majority of Poles.

The negative result of the referendum is
not only a blow for the Polish bureaucracy
in general and for its “reform” wing, repre-
sented by the “enlightened” Jaruzelski team
in particular. It is also a blow for their pro-
tectors in the Kremlin, the Gorbachev lead-
ership, since Jaruzelski is one of their main
allies in the satellite countries of the “so-
cialist camp.” As for the experts of the
World Bank and the International Mone-
tary Fund, they hoped that through the eco-
nomic reform and political liberalization
Jaruzelski would be able to create the con-
ditions for extracting from working people

5
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the gigantic sums essential for payment of
the debt to the Western banks.

World Bank campaigns
for “yes” vote

The World Bank joined openly in the
campaign for a “yes” vote in the referen-
dum. Its director, Eugenio Lari, sent the
following message through the official
Polish Press Agency: “Poles should sup-
port the program of reforms presented by
the government; this is a historic opportu-
nity for the Polish people.” (Polityka 45,
November 7, 1987.) Moreover, before the
referendum, Jaruzelski met Cardinal
Glemp and submitted to him the program
for the “second stage of the reform.” It
seems that he got, if not tacit approval, at
least the benevolent neutrality of the
church hierarchy.

The defeat of the bureaucratic regime in a
popular vote and above all the recognition
of this defeat are unprecedented events in
the “socialist camp.” Why did Jaruzelski
admit his setback, when he could have fal-
sified the returns in the referendum by ad-
ding a few per cent more positive votes?
There were three reasons for this.

First, in so doing, he would have been
obliged to claim that a majority of Poles ac-
cepted the perspective of a sharp drop in
their standard of living. A gross falsifica-
tion of the results would then have led to a
rise in social tensions and increased the
dangers of a mass explosion. Secondly,
such a falsification might have been op-
posed by the still influential conservative
forces in the bureaucratic apparatus, who
see a danger to their position in the
schemes for transforming the economic
system and also balk at a political liberali-
zation of the regime. Finally, a false victory
in the referendum would have put Jaruzel-
ski in a difficult position with the World
Bank and the IMF. The latter would have
been able to step up their demands on the
basis of the purported support of the Polish
society. In all, falsifying the results would
have exposed the regime to a combination
of threats from every quarter.

The government’s program of reforms
was also rejected by the working people for
three reasons. First, they realized that any
reform carried out by this regime could
only mean a brutal attack on their standard

of living. That is, supporting the “program
for reconstructing the economy™ meant ac-
cepting the sharpest rise in prices ever seen
in People’s Poland (an average of 110% for
necessities, as announced by the govern-
ment)..This would have plunged still more
of the masses into the destitution already
suffered by a quarter of the population.
Secondly, working people have no confi-
dence that the bureaucratic regime will car-
ry out any reform or promise, and so they
could not take seriously the proposal of a
“Polish model of democratization.” On the
one hand, Jaruzelski courts citizens with
the idea of “socialist pluralism,” and on the
other he rules out not only the right to form
independent political parties, but even
trade-union pluralism. Jaruzelski says that
he is ready even to consider the possibility
of a legal “socialist opposition.” But at the
same time, he announces from the outset
that he excludes legalizing the “anti-
socialist opposition,” that is, Solidarnosc
and more generally any real opposition.

The announcement of the proposed price
rises was accompanied by that of a meeting
of the Committee for the Defence of the
Country (KOK). Since 1981, the year that
this sinister extra-constitutional institution
was set up, every Pole knows what a meet-
ing of the KOK means — a threat to estab-
lish a state of war if the masses react too
sharply to the price increases.

Working people fear
increased poverty

Thirdly, broad layers of working people
feel instinctively that the introduction of a
radical market reform in the Polish econo-
my will be a great threat to everything that
remains of their social gains — that it fore-
shadows greater poverty, harder work,
sharpened social inequalities and increased
insecurity.

Igor Lewy, editor of the independent
journal Robotnik and one of the founders of
the recently established Polish Socialist
Party (PPS), wrote a few months ago: “It
seems that the Polish version of perestroika
will fulfill the dreams of some people by its
free-enterprise character and the extent of
the re-privatizations. We will then have an
enlightened market communism in which
— under the protection of tanks, as well as
of the leading role of the party and its inter-

national alliances — limited companies and
other corporations will spring up like
mushrooms, and social protection for the
disadvantaged will be considered as anoth-
er ‘error of the past.” It is in that framework
that we will have to live and act....The cost
of the Polish road to capitalism that Jaruzel-
ski and his team want to take in order to
save the ‘socialist camp’ from bankruptcy
has to be calculated and weighed up before
it is too late.” (Robotnik 123, May 1987.)

With regard to the referendum, the Na-
tional Executive Commission (KKW) of
the union Solidarnosc made the following
declaration on October 25:

“No one can take the
rulers at their word”

“Everyone wants the country to democra-
tize, for the economy to be based on the
sound foundations of the market, for indi-
viduals’ success to depend only on their
work and their abilities....Unfortunately,
we cannot forget that the people who gov-
ern us are the same as those who six years
ago instituted a state of siege to crush the
democratic aspirations of the Polish
society...

“No one can take the rulers at their word.
We need real political, social and economic
guarantees. Will the referendum be accom-
panied by guarantees? The answer to this is
clear: It will not.” (Bulletin d'information
Solidarnosc 178, 1987.)

The KKW did not call for a boycott of the
referendum or for voting “no,” but rather
limited itself to called for a passive absten-
tion, in conformity with the idea expressed
by Lech Walesa: “It’s the West that's inter-
ested in referendum, we Poles are ignoring
it.” (Libération, December 1, 1987). Soli-
darnosc may think correctly that the result
of the referendum represents a success for
it, but insofar as its leadership is specifical-
ly concerned, this victory is a highly am-
biguous one.

In his first comment on the referendum
results, Walesa did not consider it useful to
talk about a defeat for the regime but limit-
ed himself to noting that the vote testified
that “Polish society is deeply divided.” He
judged that it was “imperative” that Soli-
damnosc and the government appeal “joint-
ly"” to the people to “‘save Poland,” because
“time is running out.” His main political
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advisor, Professor Bronislaw Geremek,
considered: “This a setback for everybody,
because the authorities have compromised
the idea of a referendum and of reform.”
(Le Monde, December 2, 1987.) Other op-
position leaders — Adam Michnik, Jan Li-
tynski, as well as Zbigniew Bujak —
declared 24 hours after they learned of the
results that they were “still stunned” and
unable to “understand what happened.”
They asked for some time to find an expla-
nation for the “totally unexpected” and
“very grave” situation. (Libération,
December 2, 1987.)

“Radical market reform
of the economy”

Another sort of response could hardly be
expected, inasmuch as the Solidamosc
leadership's present program for economic
reform is close to what Jaruzelski wants to
put into practice. It represents a radical
modification of the program adopted at the
First National Congress of Solidarnosc in
1981, which called for “the introduction at
all levels of management of a self-
management and democratic reform and of
a new socio-economic order that would
combine planning, self-management and
the market.” At the same time, he declared
that “the reform must socialize planning”
and “the central plan must reflect the aspi-
rations of the society and be freely accept-
ed.” (T'ygodnik Solidarnosc 29, 1981.)

The present program of the Solidamosc
leadership is a “radical market reform of
the economy,” which “must lead to the re-
establishment of a genuine multi-sectoral
[mixed] economy,” and “assure equality
of all forms of sectors of ownership,
and limit the role and function of the
state in the economy, restoring the
fundamental role to the market
mechanisms.” (Widnokrag 6/7,

1987.) Central planning was

no longer envisaged.
According to the lead-

ership of Solidamosc,

the deeper and deeper

and more and more

irreversible crisis

of bureaucratic

planning in

Poland, the

USSR,

and in other countries of “actually existing
socialism” testifies to the historic collapse
of the planned economy.

Opposition to Solidarnosc
leadership

But the more the social situation of the
masses worsens, the more the government
seeks to impose its economic reform, the
more a feeling of opposition to the orienta-
tion followed by the Solidarnosc leadership
has developed among a section of the un-
ion’s leaders. The first open attack against
this orientation came in the spring of 1986
from Andrzej Slowik, chair of Solidarnosc
in Lodz. Last December, his criticisms
were taken up by 22 members of the Na-
tional Commission elected at the 1981 con-
gress. In an open letter to Walesa in
September, they wrote:

“The union has no clear program com-
mon to all its members, and it reserves very
little space in its declarations and its ac-
tions for material social problems. This
threatens...to cut the leading bodies of the
union off from their base in the factories.
Everyone is well aware that Solidarnosc
has to be a social movement, but it would
make a grave error if it also let itself no
longer be seen as a union.

“A social movement...neglecting the
classical trade-union tasks would lose a
large part of its social base within the coun-
try and the support given by foreign unions
and trade-union confederations. Solidar-
nosc could no longer be considered as the
representative of workers' interests, and it

would cease to be an important factor in the
evolution of Polish internal affairs.” (Bulle-
tin d’ Information Solidarnosc 178, 1987.)
In addition to Slowik, other historic lead-
ers of Solidarnosc in several industrial re-
gions signed this letter. They included
Andrzej Gwiazda and Anna Walentynow-
icz in Gdansk, Marian Jurczyk in Szczecin,
Seweryn Jaworski and Zbigniew Romas-
zewski in Warsaw, Miechyslaw Gil in
Nowa-Huta and Lech Dymarski in Poznan,

“Solidarnosc is going back
into the factories”

Lower Silesian Solidarnosc leader and
also a founder of the PPS, Jozef Pinior, de-
manded in September the adoption of the
following orientation:

“Solidarnosc is going back into the facto-
ries, it is with the nameless ones, those who
are tied to the assembly line, with those
who are in the very depths of oppression
and poverty. Its vocation is to defend the
oppressed. This vocation will not be aban-
doned in exchange for a warm place in a
sacristy nor for the free market.” (Robotnik
129, September 1987.)

The question that is posed is whether all
the Solidarnosc leaders who declared for
such a position will be able to unite their
forces and convince the others, who at the
moment are dazzled by the deceptive glitter
of the market economy.

The Jaruzelski regime will certainly con-
tinue to implement its economic reform
program. That is what the Diet decided in
the wake of the referendum. The price rises
will be spread out over time, depending of

course on the social resistance the re-

gime runs up against.
But, at the same time, the crisis of
the regime will continue to deepen,
and this will tend to open up pos-
sibilities for the Polish working
people to regain confidence
in their strength and in
their ability to resist. In
Le Matin de Paris on
December 2, Jacek
Kuron predicted:

“We have to ex-
pect increased
social agita-

tion.” %
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