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MIDDLE EAST

ED'TOR'AL

Self-determination
for the Palestinian
people
THE PAST YEAR mart<ed a double anniversary in tlle Near
East, that of file two main stages of ttle Zionist takeover of
Palestinian tenitory: 1947 and 1967.r The l'alestinians did
not let it pass unmarked. Since December 9, there has been

the most extensive popular uprising - both in breadth and

duration - on the Palestinian lands since the creation of the
state of lsrael. (See also article on page 28.) What sparked it
off is not important - the explosive rnaterial had been there
for a long time.

lestinian Arabs on the usurped 80% of this
territory, as against a million Jews. Such
u'ere the two pillars of the Zionist colonial
enterprise: massive expulsion of Arabs and
massive immigration of Jews in the name

of "biblical ri8hts."
ln June 1967, the Zionist usurpation of

Palesthian territory was completed by the

Israeli occupation of ttre West Baok and the

Gaza Strip, with the addition of the Syrian
Golan plain and lhe Eglptian Sinai desert.

Israel has with&avn from only one of these

territories since then - 
the Sinai - 

which
it evacuated in 1982. East Jerusalem was

officially annexed for "biblical" reasons

right away irl 1967, and the Golan, for "se-

curity" reasons, in 1 98 I .

Status of the
occupied territories

The rest of dte West Bank, as well as the
Gaza Srrip, retain to this day the official
status of occupied territories, and for good

reason! Unlike the Golan, where the great

majority of the population (more than
150,000 before June 1957) fled during the

sirday war without being able to retum,
and where Jewhh colomsts now outnumber
the natives, these terrirories are still popu-

lated by Arabs numerous enough to upset

the ethnic and political makeup of Israeli
society if they became Israeli citizens - 

a

corollary of formal armexation. Thar would
be conEary to the very e'ssence of Zionism.

ln the long term, the very nature of $e Is_

raeli state as a "Jewish state" would be

thrcatened, given the difference bctween
the growth rare of lhe Jewish population
and the much higher one of the Arab popu-

SALAH JABER

I ORTY YEARS have Sone bY since

l- *:,:lY.lll"" 
*,li'3f i,li*-

I d"r zs, i947 ls;mapl. That was

the sisnal for the Zionist armed gangs to
launci rheir war of annexation. ln '1948

rhey seieed, h otal, 809o of the lands of the

former BriLish mandaied territory of Pales-

rine. (fhe UN plan granted them 55%). In
194? the Jews held only 6?0 of this land
and represenred only a third of the total
population: 630,00O inhabitants out of
nearlv 2 million.

In b"cemb.r 1949, in the wake of rhe

war for lhe establishment of fie Istaeli
stale, there werc flo more than 160,000 Pa- lation. This, by the way,

is fie ,eason why the Zi'
onist movement altaches
so fluch imPortrnce lo
rhe emigration of Jews
from the USSR, the onlY
source of massive poten_

tial irnmigration into Is-
rael that exists today and

therefore the onlY availa-
ble means of comPensal-
ing for the relarively low
birth rate of Israeli Jews.

It is not labor powe! that
lsrael lacks, but cannon
fodder.

In the aftqmath of rhe

Jwp war, the Zionist slate

already had almost
1,,tr00,000 Arats tmder its

control, including mote
than a million on the
West Bank and in Gaza.

as againsl 2,400,000
Jews. The Palestinian ex-
odus lhis time was not as

large proportionally as in
1949, when the vast

l. S., lhc cdildi.l in /Y l?2,
iw 15, 1947. 3
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The exodus in 1967 was proportionally
smalle! for seveal combined rcasons. In
1948, for two-rhirds of those involverl the
exodus was from one parl of Palestinian
territory to another. This was no longer
possible in 1967, since rhe whole of pales-
tine was occupied. Secondly, the geat ma_
jority of $e 1948 refugees $oughr L}rar
rhey were leaving rheiI homes only rempo-
ra ly. By t 967, rhe lesson had sr.ui in.

The fact dur the Arabs who remaifled un-
der Israeli rule in 1948, while persecuted,
were not massacred was also an important
factor. Finally, rhe poverty in which rhe
1948 refugees were living could only en_
courage the people of the Wesl Bank and
Gaza to hang onlo &eii homes and their
livel.ihoods, Thus, the bulk of Ore 1967 re-
fuSe€s included those who had aLeadv fled
in 1948, and had norhing of much woith ro
Ielve behind This was their se.ond exDeri_
enc€ of displacernenq their second exodus.

As a rerulL when the Zionist state look
over $e remaining 20q, of palesrine rerri-
to-ry, it brought under irs control nea y
4O7o of the Palestinians, in addirion ro
those aLeady under its judsdicrion, This
was the main flaw in the Zonisr expansion_
lst proJect 

- a veritable time_bomb thal
successive goveftrnents of Israel have llot
succeeded in defusing, 6nd whose explo_
srve power gnows with each day thal pass-

!.: 1o9"y, accordinS ro Israeli figures,
2,125,00O Arabs are living under Zionisr
jurisdicdon (rwo-rh. ds on rhe Wesr Bank
and in Gaza), against 3,590,000 Jews. The
ratio is thus 37 o 63. The Israeli's own pro_
Jections are thaL given the present mles of
growth, rhis rario will be 45 ro 55 in rhe
ye,r 2"000, that is in rwelve vears!

ht glftni* rhe worry of rhe ,,entigh-
tened" Zioniss (an epithet more aD,prosri-
ale thel "moderate'). It w"s enoughL hear
OleL leader. the kborite Shimon peres, ex-
claim neflously on December 30 tlat ..in
12 years, rhere will be a million Arabs in
Caza and rhe dernographic densiry will be
grearer there than in Hong Kong." At [re
same time, he lamened that today ..out of
every hundred children bom between rhe
Jordan and tlre Mediterranean, 50 are Ar_

Repression and
persecution worsen

Already at tlrc Thirrierh Congess of the
Zionist Movement in December 1982,
Menachem Begin replied to Peres'demo-
graphic argument by saying that the statisti-
cians were often *tong in their predictions
because they did not take account of the
growing emigrarion of Palestinians! The
worsening in recent years of repression,
persecution and provocations against the
Palestinians in the territories occupied in
I 967 have been designed precisely to goad
them ino leaving "volunrarily."

Enlightened Zioniss consider rhat this
oprion is as illusory as ir is impossible, just
as much as "tra$fer" pure and simple. Illu-
sory trcause there is nothing to indicate
that emigration of Palestinians from their
territories is compensating for their birth
rate. On the contrary, a number of factors
have increased Palestinians' attachmenr ro
their homeland: the closing of the tradition-
al outlets for emigrarion 

- especially rhe
oil statcs of rhe Arab-Persian Culf, which
have suffered an abrupl fa]l in Oteir buying
power; rhe Palestinians' political dclermi-
nation; and the sFctacle of the misfonunes
of the refugees in [,ebanoE the last counEv
where they could have a certain autonomy.

The Palestinians will only leave en masse
if fiey are forcibly driven out - there is no
way that tlreir deparnfe could appear..vol.
nntary." This is why ir is as impossible as
"transfer." When Peres, with his h]?ocrili_
cal air, says that Israel must not lose ils
"democratic" soul, he means that such a de-
terioration of is image could be fatal for
the Zionist state, in view ofits dependence
on outside support from iB Amedcan tutor
or from the "diaspora."

Peres, therefore, proposes simply to
maintain conEol of the territories, while
leaving the Jordanians the job of conrol-
ling the popularion! According io rhe La-
borite plan worked our by Yigal Allon in
the 1970s, Israel would maintain on the
West Bark 

- 
where 55,000 Israelis have

now selrled - a belt of strategic colonies
and military bases, especially along lhe Jor-
dan valley, which is considered rhe un-
louchable "sqfe" border of the Zonist stare.
The Israeli army would withdraw from
those parts of the brritories rhat have a

majorily of Palestinian Arabs fled rhe
usurped territorier. Even though increas-
ingly since 1967 rhe majority of all Pales-
tinians lived ouBide the frontiers of the
former British Mandat of Palestine -against only a quarrer at the beginning of
the 1950s, drd nea y 35% afier the June
war 

- nevertheless less ftan a thtd of the
residents of the West Bank and Gaza fled
these territolies in 1967.

The reason for this was not that the 1967
invasion was any "genrler" than the pre-
ceding one, althouSh it did nor give rise to
deliberate collective massacres, such as the
one perpetrated by the Zionisr terrodsts of
lrgun ar Det Yassin in 1948.

Second Arab exodus in
1967

abs and 50 Jews, ard nobody is going ro
stop this phenomela."

This is Zonism's furdamental dilemma

- the contsadiction befween its expansion-
Lt terrio.ial ambitiorE and its racist pro-
ject of a "Jewish" state. The latrer, of
coursq t tlrc overriditg prhciple. "To pre-
serve Ismel's Jewish character," as Peres
says, is the chief concem of all Zionists.
How can this be reconciled, therefore, wirh
the demographic data presented above?
This is a debate thar goes back 20 years in
Israel, Among the Zionisrs, four differenr
answers to this question can b€ discemed.

Firsl of aI" there is fie answcr of 0re big-
Sest fools, or the most outspoken, such as
the fascist rabbi Meir Kahane, the leader of
fie Kach party, who is fighring to make
lsrael"Arabewein" 

- free from Arabs -just as the Nazis wanred Gemany to be
"Judetuein-" Unable to expet the Arabs by
military force, he is offering visas, airlini
rickers snd financial aid io any Arabs will-
ing to leave. Anorher example is lhe gener-
al who a few months ago made the term
"lrarsfer" notorious in Israel by proposing
massive deportation of the Palestinians
from "Greater Israel."

Then there are rhose who. whitc pro-
claiming their unfa.iling arrachmen! !o rhe
sarne "Greater Israel," and in particular to
Judea and Sam.ria (the biblical names of
the West Bank territories), realize that
"lransfe." today is impracticable. They
loow that Israel's extreme dependence on
$e United States makes a massive exDul-
sion of the PalesLinians from their rerriro-
ries quite impossible in the presenr
clrcumslances.r

"l prefer to keep the Arabs
under our control,'

They prefer, nonetheless, to hold onio the
territodes in question, even at the price of
maintaining indelLnirely rhe aparr}eid rhat
was shaped several years ago wrderZionisr
auspic€s. It is the view of the Zionist righr
and part of the extreme riSht that was ex_
pre*sed recently by the ouspoken leader of
the Tehiya party, Ceula Cohen. in the
American magazine Newsrvaet of Augusr
31, 1987: "I prefer ro keep rhe million-plus
Arabs here, where they are under our ion-
trol, despite all the problcms, At presenr,
the idea of a mass population rransfer
secms to me impossible, altlough nol im_
moral. It is the most moral idea in the
world".

However, this "realism" of the Zionisr
right does nor reduce rhe dilemma de_
scribed above. It cannot refer to the fact
tha! in_lhe country where aparrheid origi_
nated 5 million whites control six tirnes
their number of Blacks. The power of Is-
rael's Arab environrnent and the narrow_
ness of lhe Palestinian territory are major
facors making Israel's siruadon qualira-
tively differenr from rhat of Sourh 'rVrica.

This is why, in facr, rhe Zionisr righr envi_
sions solving the demographic problem by

"creeping" expulsion of a laige mass of Pa-
lestinians, even if it does not always avow
this openly.

Z Thc n.G deid6 b b.nisb nirc p.lqrini!tr ...BiE-
rc" hs .6r Ihal snart a;ricsn (rr wcX u r'vcc
.8.i6t OEh ir rhc uN) trm il! Amdic.tr $ror, .rx.
16. ro cdm d()q rhc 8.D! i, rhc Middlc E8L A hu.
siv. dcpni.ton of Pdeunirtu would unn.djrrctv *r
t}c vholc rcgim rbhz - r E:l di!.5tor for Wrshiry.
ton. h should bc poi.r.d @! motlov.r, t l,! if,t rD.-
tio.l @daDurion of Uc b.nnhirSs _ ttfioush Urir
F.crrcc h.r b€ w.I- iri...l .tn6r corrt.'lrlv bv k.
f,eh 8dc.nmarr. - 6ho*6 !o ph.r .,rar ish; rc6ly hpd.d by rrru8glc Th. ri8hl! of thc p.L.dnju
Fopl. h.v! nd.r b@r .o .vidar in rtE cvd of dE
whol. wodd.s sllE rhc prBar uFi!in8.
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dense Arab populatioo, while maintaining
the right to ovenee their demilitarization.
Civilian adminisuation and law and order
would be entsusted to King Hussein, in the
framework of a setdement comhS out of
an "intemarional conference," which Petes
secs as a son of second Camp David, only
this time wilh Jordan.

Given the reluctance of Israeli public
opinion to accept his parry's plan and the
Zionisr demagogy of Likud about "Judea-
Samai4" Peres has chosen recently to di-
vide the problem by focusing his campaign
on the fate of Gaza. lt seems to him easier

to get a majoriry on the question of Gaza
Ior several reasons: there is not the sarne
Zionist "biblical" attachment to it as there

is to the West Bank; it is a smau teritory
(360 square kilometers), that has a dense
population (600,000 irhabitants) with a

well-established reputation for lebellious-
ness; fewer than 2,000Israelis have settled
*rere; and, finally and mair y, on the other
side of Gaza is the immense buffer-zone of
the Sinai desert, which was restoaed to
Egypt on condition rhat it be de-militaized
under the supervision of the US.

style, by the Arab states.'a
In fact, no partial self-determination of

the Palestinians on the Wes[ Bar* 6nd in
Gaza can be real ,r,irhout an tuconditional
Israeti withdrawal from these reritories.
But in fie present relarionship of forces this
will never come out of an intemational
coflference. Achieving it would requiie a

combination of irresistible pressure from
the Palestinians on rhe occupying forces,
firm Arab suppon for their stru88le, strong
intemational pressure on the Zionist gov-
emment and a powerful movemeflt for tm-
condtional withdrawal inside Israel itseff.

Today, the suppofters of such a with-
drawal, boLh anti-Zionisls and "Zionist
doves," are in a very small minority among
the Israeli Jews - only two thousand dem-
onsEators qune out ofl December 26 in an-

swe! to a call issued by the Peace Now
movement. But the realization of the other
three conditions cited above could ot y re-
inforce their arSuments.

For this to happen, l.he determination
shown by the Palestinian masses in revolt
has to be matched by that of a [o less detEr-

mined leadership rejectilg the various
schemes for an intemalional conferetlce to
de.ide the fate of the Palestinians, whether
these schemes are Amedcan. Soviet, Arab
or Israeli. A leadeEhip thal would rmequiv-
ocally demand a total and unconditional
with&awal of the Zionist army from the
tenitodes occupied in 1967.

For a panial selfietermination of the Pa-

lesthians to be real, in Particular on the
West Bank, the Jordanian tlucat hanging
over them would also have to be lemoved.

This does ,lot only mean that it is neces-

sary to sweeP away rhe proPosals that
would subjec! fie fate of the Palestinians to
the turelage of King Husseirl including the
notorious "cotfederation" idea- (It should
be said in passing rliat it is a desire not to
bum all his bridSes ro Hussein that explains
Arafat's great reticence to proclaim a

"Palestinian govemment in exile" which
has been much talked about lately.) It also

meais lhat the struggle of the Pale'stinians

in Palestine has to be complemented by a

struggle of Palestinians in Jorda.tr, whete

they are in a large majority; a combined
struggle with the Jordanian progressive

forces and working masses to overlhrow
lhe Hashemite monarchy that has no less

Palestiniafl blood on its h6nds than its Zi-
onist cronies.

Conditions for emergence
of radical leadershiP

The Palestinian uprising that is rlderway
is creating lhe objective coflditions fot fre
emergence of a radical leadership This is

true in precisely dle satne measwe that, as

everyone aglees, the movement is lsrSely a

sDontaneous one. In fact, given fie lasting

blind atley inlo which lhe successive caPit-

ulatiors of the PLO leadership have led and

fie general political discrediting of the oth-

er factions of $e Palestinian resistance out-

side the country, the distinctive feature of
0!e last few years has been the development
of spontaneous exprcssions of the Palesth-
ian suuggle. They make up the 8rear majtr-
iry of the 3,150 "violent incidents" (stone

6rowing against the army), almost daily
occulrences between Apnl 1986 and May
1987, that have been registercd by the Is-
neli sociologist Meron Benvenisti.

A new generation
radicalized by uprising

Even if, in the absence of any credible al-
lemative, the majorily of the Palestinian
masses continue to suF.:.t the leadershiP
of the PLO, their new generation has al-
ready been mdicalized by the experience of
the uprising that is underway. It is to be

hoped that a lcft leade$hip can emerge
from this ,adicalization. Short of this hap-
pening, there is a Sreat danger lhat lhe Is-
lamic fundamentalisr current will be the
only one io profit from it. This current is al-

ready growinS rapidly among Palestinians,

in particular in Gaza. But such an an even-

nrality would end in a new, still more tragic

and disasrous impasse than the one into
which rhe poliry of the Pl-O leadershiP led.

Finally, it should be noted that, over and

above any partial selfietermination that
may come about, real selketerminarion of
the Palestinian people as a whole inevitably
involves the destruction of the Zionist state

and the abolition of any disqimination and

restdctions oo movements and setdemenl
of Palestiniaas in the lerritory of theit his-
toric homeland. After all, to give only one

example, 50% of Ole inhabitants of Gaza

are refugees from 1948! This penpective is

iflconceivable ourside of a prolewian inter-
nationalist solutio4 for which the condi-
tions are still far from having been
assembled on fie regional and local level.
This makes the task of those fighting for
such a solution all the more considerable.
Hopefully the Palestinian uprising will give

a powerful imperus !o fieir activiry. *

3- "fh. 6i.is of tlE PLCv' , I^t tutioMl llaDist R.'
,i.,, voLZ No. 2, sPrinS r9t?. R?on .PFovcd bv
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"Peres proposes the
creation of bantustans"

From the begiming of Decemtrer, even
bcfore the spnead of the ongoing Palestin-
ian uprising mainly based in Gaza, Peres

opened his campaign on this territory's
fate. He took the offensive again at the end

of December, as soon as the Palestinian
struggle sesmed to have subsided. His PIo-
posals for Gaza are identical to lhose con-
cerning the West Bank, eicept lhat in lhe
first case no role is foreseen for the Jewish
senlements, whose numbers are negligible.

"Peres proposes the crcation of a bantu-
slaJl" ingenuously protested Yassar Arafat,
leader of the PLO and of its dominant
right.wing faction. As if anything else
could be expected fiom an intemational
conference fol a neSotiated "setdemenf' of
the Palestinian question on the basis of a

Jordanian-Palesthian "confederation" -
that is, in the framewort of the official pro-

gram held by the PLO since 1983 and re'
confirmed last yea!! As if it were not
entirely clear that:

"t€aving aside the totally illusory inde-
pendence of such a mini-stare complerely
tsap?ed in the Israeli vice. wiLh its back to

Jordan on the one side (the West Bdlk) and

to the sea and desert on ihe other side
(Caza), \Bith I$ael stuck ir between the

two - it would be quite impossible to
achieve this ttrough a (negotiated) Israeli
agreement to withdraw &om rhe territories
rrcuoied in 1967. At best, fie Zonist state

*ouli ugr"" to a very parrial withdrawal
from the West Bank - where it has al-
ready "@propriated" almost half Lhe land

- and Gaza, involving draconiar condi-
rions which would render these territories

litrle more fian bantustans, and this at rhe

price of a total political capinrlation' Sa&F

)

i
I
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lnkatha attacks
bring Natal
province to the
brink of civil war

II iiE REASUNS ror 6rs muroer-

! ous fury cannot, however, beI iltH:',iJiil'#:.11k'*1
and the policy rhat he has been following
toward progEssive forces, ss well as to-
*ard the white parties. The special features
of Natal, the province in which these
even6 have been urfolding, also have to be
looked at-

Unlike olher potentates that preroris set
up in ganling travesties of indepen&nce,
the "chief minister" of KwZulu is not a
mele puppel He is a potential tntmp card
for &ose in South Ahica and the Wesrem
countries who are worried about the dan-
gels that will arise for capitalist interests
when Erartheid enters irs dearh agony.

Mmgosu6u Garsha Burhelezi has proba-
bly done everything possible to plepare
himself for this role, with Ore help of mosr
of the Western medi& Does he not boast of
his former mernbership of the African Na_
tional Congress (ANC), which maintained
semi-public conracts with him unril l9g0;
ofhis total rejection of aparrheid; ofhis ref_
usal to let his banhrslafl, Kwazulu, accepr
the sort of independence that pretoria
pl8rmed for the Black homelands? The orh-
er si& of the coin is the dercmhation with
which Budelezi opynses any policy of

lE sancrions against Sourh Aftica and champ_
lE! ions rtre ftee-enrerprise economy.

When the South African govemment
created the 'Zulu national stare" in 1959,
the le ritory was made up of 150 scanered
tracts of land. This number was reduced ro
40 in 1980 and subse{uenrly ro 26. The
r*hole area comprises 38 per ce of Natal
and 50 per cent of the province's
populstion.

sores and one of the causes of the clashes
berween residens and Inkatha thugs.

Buthelezi has always cultivated an image
as a firm oplrcnent of apartheid and of the
govemment's plans for his bantustan. He
was expelled in 1950 from the Fon Hare
University, when he joined the ANC's
youth organization, a traininB grcund for
ca&es. However, he rryidly abandoned the
radical road, succeeding his fathet in 1953
as head of the 20,000-member Burhelezi
clan. The South African authorities took
five years to ratify his accession to the
chieftairship.

During the 1970s. Gasha Burhelezi
climbed up the rungs of tlre hierachy until,
in 1 976, he became the chief minist€r of his
bantust n. It was also in rhis period rhat he
rcactivat d Inkarha ka Zulu, an organiza-
tion with cultural ailrrs that had not sw-
vived rhe 1930s. Burhelezi renamed ir
Inkatha ye Nkululeko ye Sizwe (National
Culrural Libention Movement) and trans-
formed it into 8 political oiganizatio& It
was to be his party, his mouthpiece, his
me3ns of controlling fte Kwazulu popula-
tion and his tsump card for establishiru his
credibiliry.

Anti-apartheid activists
targeted by lnkatha

Inkatha is intended r.o be the sole parry in
KwaZulu. Buthelezi "has ofien spoken of
the inappropriateness of an organized op-
position in KwaZulu's polirical sysrem. He
conside$ that the tsaditional policy was
one of consensus, and that in particrrla the
Zulus should remain faithful to their past.
The [KwaZulu] Assembly ageed l,irh rhis
proposal in 1974. It adopred a morion de-
manding that the minisrer of Bantu admin-
istration rnd developrnent grant Kwazulu
fte right to oversee or ban parlies before
indeperdence." 2

Lnkatha ord the KwaZulu police 
- there

is often not much difference 
- have urlre-

mittingly perse.uted anti-apaltheid acti-
vistE opposed to Buthelezi or those who
simply rcfused to acc€pr his authority. pro-
testing students, local populatiom who !e-
sisted the incorporation of their areas in
Kwazulu or who refused to i)h lr*alha en
masse have all bern targeB.

On May 5, 1984, Inkarha fiugs anacked a
rally held by l,he UDF ro celebrat€ May
Day. OIl Mach 29, 1986, the second con-
ference on the National Educarional Crisis
Comminee was held in Dutran to debare
the question of the high-school boycort,
which 8t the time had very active suppon.
Inka$a sup,porters attscked it, afier burning

AT LEAST Zx) people have died since the beginning of
September in ct6h6 between supporteE and opponents ot
lnkatha, the reactonary Zrlu movern€nt led by
Chiel Mangosuthu Gatsha Buthelezl. Sr.rcfr confrontations are
nothlng neur. Buthelezi has never acoepted the grotffi ofthe
rnore militant roroes opposing apartheu, the rnain ones being
the United Eemocratic Front (UDD and the Congress ot
South African Trade Unions (COSATU).

ln conuast to past conflicts the fighting has been dweloping
on an unprecedented scale. l,latal, and especially the
PietennariEburg region, are today on the brink of a civilwar
which is hrealening lhe very surviva! of the progressive
opposition in the region.

NATHAN PALMEB

KwaZulu-astrangekind
of "national state"

Of the 6 million p€ople classed as be-
longing !o the Zulu etu c group, 3,866,000
lived on rhe regions assigned to Kwzulu
in 1984. With hardly more &an half irs
supposed population actually living rhere,
this fracNred rerritory makes a strange
kind of "nationd sta!e".1 Pretoria, more-
over, had the intenrion of dehching one of
is regions, Ingwavuma, and handing it
over to Swazilan4 m indepefldelt country
neighboring South Africa, which was nor al
all to Buthelezi's taste.

But other pqrts of South Af.rican t€f,ritory
have be€n forcibly incorporaled inlo Kwa-
Zulu aSainsr rhe will of rheir inhabitanrs.
Srch "black spots" dlsr rhe Soulh African
aulhorities wanrod to wipe off the map are
KwaMashu (Sou0r Atfrica's second largest
toiirship), Urntrzi lrmonrville and Ch€s-
terville. These were all o become rumring

L Thc Zulu .ko rcP's.or rh. .torniMt ahnic ttup
(20%) in Alrdi,.Wirp.r6rnad-Vqcaurinr ind in
thc TnEvi.r, ph@ h.lf of Scrd' Afric.f ;dusEul
prcdErim i. 6'l.arnr.d. S@ phnip Smir, -pro€.
of bl.cl utbrd{rioi" in H Gilio,na rrd h*tE!€
Sd'tdrt. , Up dsaiBr r.L/.,... D.vid phj-tiD. 1985.
2. ,cfrrEy Burk, Rob<n I Rdbcr ud Jod Adr ,
Th. Dlo., ho^.tadr oI SodA A,f,riaa, Univ..siry of
C.lifomn Pta, l9??. [AU quouriou rc.r'.rbrd
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down COSATU's headquarteE.
In December 1986, 2m of Inkatha's anra-

Dar,[os slipped into the township of
Mphophomeni a.fter an 'tlectricity faillEe."
Workers aad leaders in the Metal and Al-
Iied Workers' Union involved in rhe long
strike at BTR Sarmcol were in the town-
ship. Fow people were ki&rqed rd mur-
dered, including two unionists and the
daughter of a third. They were bumed
alive.

In Feb,ruary-March 1987, more than half
a dozen COSATU unionists wcre killed in
Natal. On November I, COSATU general
sccretary Jay Naidoo, who had bcen invited
!o an confqence on investment organized
by fie business weekly Firarv:ial Mail , rold
al audience of businessmen: "A number of
our members workirg in your facories in
Natal have been killed or wounded in at-
tacks by itinerant g6flgs dedicated to de-
stroying any activity outside Inkatha."
(WeeHy Mail, November 6, 1987

On May Day in 1986, Irkarha, unable to
reconcile itself to walching COSATU ues-
pass on what i! con5idered its private ple-
scrve, went ttlo open war against it,
launching rhe Union of Workers' of South
Afiica (UWUSA). This organization has
nol spread beyond Inftatha's sancruaries,
where it has c.nducted forcible bur not not-
ably successful recruitrnent. The least that
can be said is it demonstrated an anti-labor
rather than a tlade-unioll character, The
general secretary of UWlJSA was (until his
recent resignalion) Simon Conco. a busi-
nessmrm who combined his unio[ post
with that of Kwazulu minister of labor.

Inkatha is based on a network of labor
branches that engage in intimidation, rely-
ing on lumpen elements and unemployed
youth. But ir is also a pnlitical rallying
ground for the Zulu elites that draw their

irrcomes ftom sugar cme or other crop6 ard
from trade, 8s well as for the traditional ap
paratus of rhe clan chiefs and the bantustan
bweaucratic apparatus. Inkatha is where
you find in mncentrared form what Shula
Marks called "dr politics of ambiguity." 3

lnkarha has aI $e appelrdlces of rhe sin-
gle parties found in neo-coloflial Black Af-
rica - regimentation of the population
through a bweaucracy and paronage, mo-
bilization of ethnic prejudices, reactionary
"nationalism," housing and jobs for mem-
bers of the movement and so on.

Buthelezi is ca!8ht between his national
pretensions at a South African-wide level
and his exaltation of Zulu "flationalism;"
bctween his adherence to free-enterprise
modemism and his attachment to anc€stral
lraditions; between his criricism of the
regime md his own deperrdence on is in-
stitutions. On this last poin!, Buthelezi
likes to remind pople about his statements
opposing 4ar0leid and calling for the re-
lease of Nelson Man&la. Thar did rpt stop
him in 1979 from hailing Botha's scheme
for an accord among the southem African
states as evidence that the premier was
abandoning t}re docrine of apartheid. Like-
wise, while Burhelezi advocated universal
suffrage in a single state in the 19?0s, in
1985 he declarei fiat he was ready to give
that up.

ZuIu "nat

nlrated ln Natal and
ic and

Buthelezi opts for a
regional solution

At the beginning of the 1980s, the Zulu
chief found himself confronting a two-fold
challenge. On the one hand, afltiapartheid
mobilizations were growing steadily, The
ANC was reappearing more and more in
the country. And on the other hand Botha,
who succeeded JB Vorster in 1979, had
started preparing reforms. There was the
Wiehalm commission oII dre rurions, the
Riekert commission on inllux control (con-
rol of Black population movements), the Good Hope conference on industrial devel-

opmen! and so on.
Bu&elezi's response was the choice of a

regional option, which was to become the
"KwaNatal" option. This explains his re-
peated rejection of "independence" for
KwaZulu. While remaining close !o rhe
Zulu chiefs, Gatsh. Buthelezi appeared
open !o constitutional resdjustments in fie
framework of a dialogue with the political
ard business reprqsentatives of white Natal,
a sort of integlated regional solution.

The Botha govemment's perspective is a
revamped version of that of Verwoerd, the
predecessor of both Vorster and Botha,
who in rhe 1950s was the master architect
of apartheid. The Good Hope conference
held in the Cape in 1981 maintained the or-
ientation of "ten indepe[dent Black states."
(fhis policy has now been half implemorr-
ed. sirce Transkei. Ciskei. Venda and
Bophuthatswana are independenl, and Pre-

!l
o
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Anti-labour union declares
war on cosATU

in comparison to ths population
class€d a$'Afrlcarl" TherB ls a well-

ln 1978, Bulhelezl lormed the
South Af ricsn Black Allianc€
(SABA), brlnglng together lnkstha,
lhe Labour Party of South Alrlca
{Coloureds) and the lndian Relorm
Party. The conservativs Coloured
and lndian laaders ol lhese parlles
succumbod to thE luro ol lhe Trl.
camelal parllament lntroduced ln
1983{4, and therelorg parllclpated '

ln Botha's take consl itutional
relorm.
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