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Moscow compromises
with Estonians

LONG WITH Armenia, tiny
Estonia has posed tlre sharpest
challenSe to the prevailing rela-
tionship between Moscow and

the formally sovereign lepublics.Its exam-
ple is particularly imponant for its neigh-
boring Baltic republics, Lithuania and
l,atvia. The Esonian people number barely
a million. They still corstitute about 60 p€r
cent of the population of the republic, and
speak a non-Indo/Ewopean language close-
ly related to Fitmish, which Russians tend
!o consid€r unleaflrable.

Tle Esonian parliament aroused a vio-
le reaction Aom dre cenral authorities by
demanding the right to decide whether or
not all-Union laws were to be @plied in the
republic and dw Estodan was to be the
Ianguage of the rcpublic. It reems also that
a colsiderable part of the Esmnian lan-
guage Fess slipped out of the conaol of dre
party authorities. Attacks on it were con-
tained i[ er article by reprblic parliament
deputy Kolhkov in Pravda of November
26 ('r hy I voted against" [$a! is, against

the sovereignty resol$ion of tlre Estonian
Supteme Sovietl) and in one by tlrc chief
editot of EeJri Koonuaist rn Prcyd.a of
Decernber 3.1

For the moment, the conftontation be-
tween the Estonian parliarnent and Mos-
cow seerns to have ended in a compromise.
The Estonia.n linguistic law adopted of-
fercd extsa guara e€s to Russian sFakers.
And on Jouary 16 Pravda , for dre first
time, opened its columns to a direct drsw€r
to its attacks on r€f€sentatives ofnational
movements and national demErds. It w8s a
half-page article on page 3 by M. L
Bronshtein, a member of the Estotfan
Academy of Science. (Irr fac! &e entire
page was devoted to three articles on the
questiorq putting Bronshtein's piece in the
context of a general discussion of dre
poblem)

Bronshtein explained Ihat the dccisions
of the Estonio palianent had to be urder-
stood as a meurs of maintaining the CP's
political control.

"Now I want to tate up the decisioru of

the special session of the Suprerne Soviet of
the Estonian SSR, which caused such seri-
orrs disegreetnen6....lrt us be frank, 8 ser-
ies of points in the dnft changes in the
constiurtiotr of the USSR were seen by the
majority of the populatior of the rcpublic as
a rejection of the sovereign staurs of the rc-
publics inscribed in dre present consitution
and the line of the Nineteenth All-Union
Conmuist Party Conference on streng-
thening economic and politicsl dem-
octacy....

"Justafied fears ol
Estonian population"

"Ihere was a rapid and strong reaction.
And fie Conmmist Pdty of Eslonia would
have been isolated from the overwhelrning
majority of the populado& would not have
fulfi[ed its t sk of consolidating alt the
healthy forces and isolating extremist ele-
ments raising the demand for separaLion
ftom tlte Soviet UnioD, if it had not taken
into corrideration the justified fears of the
population. In this extremely sharp and
tense situation il the republic, certain
changes were made in the constitution of
the Estonian SSR to reinforce the sove-
reignty of tlrc reprblic in the e-conomic (pri-
marily contsol over nahrral reSorrrces) and
political spheres."

The sov€reignty of the lqrublics, he went
on to explain, raised rurcertain urresolved
constitutional problems, which is hardly
sulprisirg because it has n6t existed in real-
ity since rhc bureaucracy seized political
pow€r.

"Most of the disputes were tied up with
the change in Anicle 74 of llle c.nstih[ion
of dre Esonian SSR, formulated as follows:
'l,aws and olher regulations of the USSR
will 8o into cffect on Ore territory of tlre E -
bnian SSR afrer being registertd according
to Focedure established by the Presidium
of the Supreme Soviet of the Estonian
SSR.' This decision conflicted with the
pese constitution of the USSR. But herc,
I cannot fail to note tlrc goblems that exisr
What is to be done if a disagreement arises
between all-Union and republic organs?
Not push dre thing, as some irrational hot-
heads proposed, ro lhe point of *rcalening
to leave the Union, Some constitutional
form of reconciling rlre two is necessary."

Bronshtein responded to the outcry in lhe
Soviet centsal press agaiast the demands
raised fo, limiting irnmigration into
Estonia.

'"Try to mderstand tlle psycholos/ of lhe
older population of our republic, the Eston-
ians. The land on which their ancestots
have lived for thousands of years has been
thrBatened by ecological disaster (and the
threat would have become a reality, if the
corresponding all-Union minister had be-
gun the plamed phosphate mirdng). As a
result of rhe exteosive development of in-
dustry and the resulting importing of labor
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26 seem to be shaping up in the Baltic republics into a
serious test of the Communist Party's to ride the winds ot
liberalization. ln one by-election already in Lithuania, a
candidate of the local People's Front, Vaisvila,won 62o/o
of the vote, Ieaving his Communist Party opponent with
only 15%.

ln an article in the January 26 lnternational Heralcl
Tribune, Michael Dobbs quoted the successlul candidate
as saying: "The party is panicking because they think
they might lose." The Lithuanian CP chiet, Algirdas
Brauzaskas, whose appointment last tall had aroused
great hopesr was said to be suffering from
disillusionment created when he used this popularity to
prevent the republic's parliament trom Ialling in behind
the demands for sovereignty raised by the Estonlan
legislature.
"That tactical sucoess is costing him votes," Dobbs

wrote. "!n order to recoup the political ground lost to
Saiudis [the Lithuanian People's F]ontl, Lithuanlan party
leaders have now promised to support a totally revised
version of the Lithuanian constitution, including the
controversial sovereignty clause"

GERRY FOLEY



from various regions of the country, the
specific weight of the EstoniEE h lhe poP-
ulation of the cormtry has been declining,
from 907o down to 607,. And if this trerd
continues, we can predict exacdy when the
older population will become a minority on
their own territory. The ronge of the use of
0le Estonian language has been steadily de-

clining. When 0!e Estoni& people decided
to link their fare with that of rlrc Soviet Un-
iom in 1940, &ey could hardly have expect-
ed these circurnstances."

In t}!is last fornulatioiL it is hard to ktow
whether Bronshtein was being delibeately
ironic. Unlike the case of other republics,
such as Ukraine for example, thele was

nothing voluntary about Estonia's union
with rhe USSR. It was simply occupied.
Resistance, real drd llotential, was oushed
resulting in the dear}, deportatiol or exile
of one quarter of the Estonian people,
mainly in the most energetic age groups.
(References to this in the Estotrian-
language pless are one of the thilgs that
have come rmder sharpest rtt^ckif]. Pruvdq
for example.)

Ecological threat from
mining proiects

The recent Estonian restiveness was
sparked by a TV broadcast in the fall of
1986 that revealed plans for developing
phosphate mines in tlte nordlem part of the
republic. This scheme threatened !o pollute
the ground water in a third of the republic,
a reSion inhabited by a 400,000 people.
Oil-shale mining in Esloda for rhe benefit
of trningrad has akeady ruined large
s&etches of countryside and had a disas-
trous effect on agdculnrre. The minisEy
authodties at iirst denied the phosphste
mining scheme, but as a result of Srat @sr,

it was possible for the Estonian journalist
Juhan Aare to get the facB out.2

Bronshtein explained: "It has to be un-
derstood that the tension thar arose be-
tween Lhe republic and all-union organs is
not the result of some plot by 'bourgeois
nationalists' or anti-perestoil<a forces (al-
though they might make advartage of it for
then aims)."

He chided the cenral press, especially
Pravda, quite sharply for one-sided and
tendentious repo ing of the Estonian
developments.

"I:rt Pravda, as in the rest of the central
press, dre full text of the decisions of tlp
special session of the Supreme Soviet was
not published. Place was not fourd in the
pages of the papers for an article by a depu-
ty of the Supreme Soviet of the Esronian
SSR explaininS 'Why I voted for' (it was
published only in the republic press). But
in fact there wef,e many moie deputies who
voted for."

This note in the high-pnesrJy Pravda is
quite starding. f,

4 2.In No@.11. Aker irie.12, PdL. D.anba 19EE.

lnterview with Estonian
wfitets

,We are
not so
extreme"
REPRESENTATIVES Of thE
Estonian wtiters' union
held the lollowing
discusslon with G6ran
Jacobsson, a reporter for
lnternati onale n, paper of
the Swedish section ol the
Fourth lnternational, at the
end of 1988.

I HE ESTONIAN writets' union rs

I a oan oi Lhe Pe.Dle's Front. the

I mist popular mais organization
I in Estdnia. 'we are somerhing of

a catalyst fu the People's FronL" Vladimir
Beehnar said. He was referring to a meet-
ing that the writqs' union organized last
April 1-2. Joumalists, architects, and in
fact a lage part of the Estordan intelligent-
sia, also particip*ed in it. It is said thal he
was a Stalirrist before. Today, horvever, he
is a strong supporter of the People's Front.

The writers' union meeting demanded
national sovereignty ald economic inde-
pendence. In the two following weeks,
people constandy called lhe tmion to give
thet support ard ask what tlEy could do to
contribute. On April 14, drc People's Front
was formed.

"It is the task of the intelligentsia to put
forward this sort of deman4 otherwise we
would not be of much use," Beeknan said

Eolier, the relations betweta the Central
Committee of the Estonian Communist
Party and the wdte6' union were stsained.
Beekrnan explained that tlrc CC is no long-
€r trying to impose its view o[ the writers.
To the contrary, more and more the CC is
asking the writ€rE' rlioIl for its opiniotr.

Vladimir Beekman has great confidence
in Vairn Veljas, who was recendy elected
le.d6 of the Estordan Commrmist Party.
'Yiiljas vas formerly a bit rmcomfonable,
since he was s€nt off to Yenezuela ard Nic-
ragua as arnbassadoi. He has imagination
ad a positive aEitude to change."

The writers'union has 188 members.
Most of tlem live in the republic's c4ital,
Tauin, or in the uriversity city of Tartu.
You can be a member if you have two
books published. ln Esloda, there is a lonS

series of subsidies fcr writ€6. Most of ftem
are admi,llstered by *le \rriters' uniotl.
"Half of our membds live by drct pens,"
Beelsnan explaired

There is a krock on the door of Madimir
Beeknan's office. Iaan I(mss, Teet Kalla.s,
Paul-Eeik Rummo and Anu Salear come
in. Now nedly all of Estonia's most poPu-

lar wdters are present. We talk about free-
dom of expression. "We have expressed

ourselves up to here. We ftave nothing
fiprc to say," says Paul-Eerik Rurnmo.

But tlrcy say that an rticle on Solzhenit-
s}'tr has b€en totally c€nsored by the writ-
ers' union's own publicatio[ This was the
first intervention in a year. None of ttlem
can say what this censorship means, Is the

situation tightening up?
None of tlpm believe in the possibfity of

military interyentiol. 'We are so flexiblq"
Anu Salua&. "As long as the rroops are in
the Caucasus, there is no danger for us,"
Jaan l(ross adds,

Paul-F,edk continued: '"This is a different
situation ilun in Poland. We have a cenrist
position. We are not so extseme. We are
getting 8 hearing for our point of view
tlEoughout tlle Soviet Union."

"Of course, Stalinists and Bredmevites
de lev€r going to acrept us." Teet Kallas
chimes in: "They will never voluntarily
give up power,"

"\Ye have to wait until they ole tte4"
snorts Jaan Kross. "Sclerosis is doing its
job."

"Support lor the People's
Front is enormous"

"The support for the People's Front is
enormous. In the Estonian republic, drere
are 1.1 million people qualified to vote, The
People's Front collected 90O,00O signa-
tures in support of its program. Of these,

150, 000 wete non-Estorrid$ resident in dle
republic."

"Russians and Russia are different things.
Here in Estoniq we have six or seven dem-
@ratic or W-percsfiai,ta groups. In Mos-
cow alone, there are over 300 groups fiat
meet and discuss," Telt Kallas sai<L 'They
ae more philosophical and not so active.
They don't get anything done."

Freedom of exprcssion is one thing. 'l'he
wrilers' union is also demdrding economic
independence. The economic reality is
quite dntlter prcblem.

Some 90 per cent of industry in Esbnia
belongs to Moscow. The *riten explained
that the plans have their own workforces.
They take raw materials tom odrcr pcts of
the Soviet Union and ship the finished
producb out of Estonia. "We have no need
for such factories," they said"

"A commission came frorn Moscow to
reassure us," Paul Eerik explains. '"They
said drar 55 per crnt of industry is going to
belong to us and tlut 50 per cent of the in-
come will stay here. They all lauglr-

"It doesn't seem that we are going to get
trat" *

lnternatlonal Vlewolnt#156 a Fobrulry 6, |989
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MIDDLE EAST

The lon$ march...
backwards

tion of such re,cognition goes without say-
ing. But dris view is equslly shEed by the
vast majority of those living in the West
Bar& (of whom less Oran half a'e refugees
from 19,18). This was shown in a poll con-
ducted among them on the eve of the
PNC'S last session3: 98.6% of those ques-

tioned approved tlre crearion of al indepen-
dent state of Palestinq but 78% said tlrcy
we,re agairut lhe creation of such a statE if
the prec.ndition for it was the recognition
of the state of Israel.

So if this decision did not meet lhe 86pira-
tioru of Palestinians, it nevertheless cer-
tsinly r@lied to oth€r expectatiors. Finuy,
those of the reactionsry Arab regimes, not-
ably Egypt, Jordsn snd Saudi Ar8biq who
over the past few years have never let uP
the pressure for a move in this dircction.
Second, those of the Soviet bueauctacy,
whose c1llrcnt chief was crtefirl to make his
counsels public dwing his meeting wirh
Arafat in Moscow last April. Thild, those
of imperialist Europe, in particular the
French government acting in concelt with
Mubarak's Egypt. And finally, snd most
impofiandy, the US a&[inistration who, af-
ter obliging $e Pt,o leader to spell cenain
ddngs out, considfied lhemselves satisfie4
and decided on Decernber 14 to statt a di-
rect dialogue with the Palestinion
organization.

A new and ma,or political
turn

Without doubt, tlle PI-O has jusr made a

new and major political tum. In otder to
mersure its significarce and consequences,
it hrs to be siErated in the lorg t-airtory of
which it is tlE out ome for the time being.

The PLO was created in 1964 by the lust
surnrnir of heads of tlre At'ab staEs, meeting
in Cairo in January. In Jerusalem at the etrd
of Mry thst sane year, the filst s.ssion of
the PNC was hel4 whose mernbers were
designated under the control of the Ardb
staEs. lt w&s inaugursred by King Hussein.
The PNC was tlren compos€d essedtially of
reFesgrlatives of the bonrSeoisie and nota-
bles, including religious figures. An army
(the PLA) was fomde4 linked to drc ar-
mies of each of dre states where iB brigades
were constituted.

A National C}t8te! was also sdopt€4 re-
flecting rhe Palestinian and Anb nationalist
consensus. It sripulated that "the panitiofl
of Palestine in 1947 and the crestion of I5-
r.el h&ve lbsolutely no vslidity, rrhatevet
time has elapsed since theq because they
are oontrary !o lhe will of the Palertinim
people and to its natwal lights to its home-

l. b tE @d p.n dthn.ni.lc, shi.h ? 1 b. pob-

lirh.d in th. ncrt i.arc of rv, wc rill eryLin PhJ, th.
isgaitidr of rhcrt t of htcttino by tho wdld'! 8ov-
drr d..bq dt dcn.ndcd.
z Aftcr lru, dE Gur Stdp pc.d ud6 ES,Ptir,t
.&nini.mti6 winou b"int fcudly rtcrcd.
3. ll.A6ra, (I-ordon), Nov.rnb6 12-13. hblith.d in
rhc joEn.r of lhc 560! of lho Country Movanar
(Abnr El'B.l.d), prinrod i. N.z.Elll: ll-Xaia,
Novaba 25. 19t8.

ON NOVEMBER 15, 1988, Yasser Aralat proclaimed the
"institution of the state ot Palestine". The presldent ol the
Executive Committee of the Palestine Liberation
Organization (PLO) made hls announcement at the end ol
the nineteenth session ol the Palestlnlan National
Council (PNC), the broadest leading body of the PLO.

It.came lust three weeks betore the lirst anniversary ot
the heroic and still uninterrupted uprising of the
Palestinian masses in Gaza and the West Bank; it came
also three-and-a-half months after the ofticaal
renunciation by Jordan's King Hussein ol any claim on
the West Bank - a territory that his kingdom had
annexed following the first lsraeli-Arab war in 1948 and
which was subsequently occupied by lsrael in 1957.t The
PNC'S proclamation ol the Palestinian state was doubly
necessary.2

SALAH JABER

-. 

N THE oNE HAND. rhis orcc-
I I t. 

"tion 
was necessarv to fill

f | *re turiaical vacuum creatad by
Y .n" uuaqu" oeclslon or Ine ror-
dardan monarch- It was also needed in o!-
der to reply to the expe.ctations of the
m.joriry of inhabitants in lhe two territo-
ries of the uprising, whose immediate ob-
jective is to fiee Orem from the Zionist
occupation and to set up an independent
state. Howev€r, althouSh the proclarnadon

1 iself was indispensable, it was ac-
comp&ied by other decisions that
w€re sbaolurely nol
The most lemarksble was tlre ex-

plicit ac.eptance of Resolution 242
(1967) of the United Nrtions Security

Council. This, coupled rvith the acrep
tance of the UN General Ass€inbly's Reso-
lution 181 (1941 - see box P.7), was
equivalent to dre recognition of the Zionist
stlte in the ftontiqs estsblished befole the
Jrme 1967 *ar. This decisiolt is contray to

the beliefs and sentiments of the vast
majority of Palestinions in Palqstine or in
exile.
For the refugees - that is, most of the

PaleEtinian people - expelled ftom 80%
of thei territory on which 0rc Zonist stare
has Gtablished itself since 19,18, the rejec-

I
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land." On the other hand, this Chaner ex-
cluded the Palestinian territories not occu-
pied by Israel 

- 
the West Banl< and Gaza

- ftom the PLO'S sphere of sovereigDty.
In the Charter, fie liberarion of Palesrine
was envisaged as the respronsibility of "the
entte Arab ,ration, Bovernrnents and peo-
ples, $e Arab Palestinian people being in
the ftont rark." Lastly, vis-I-vis Jewish in-
habitants in the Israeli state the Charter
only proposed a distinction between Jews
of Palestinian origin erltided to live in Pal-
estine and the othen - that is, the over-
whelning majority, for whom it offered no
persp€4tive.

El Fatah prolited lrom
wave ol radicalization

From 1964 on, however, the PI,o was
challenged by diverse Pale,stinian factiors
and by the left of fie Ba'afi party.a The
criticisms they made, which were elrtilely
corect, ce[tred on two basic themes relat-
ing to the autonomy of *re Organization.
First was the method by which the PNC
was designated, to which they c4unter-
posed the demand for direct elections by
Palestinians of dreir reprresentatives. Sec-
ond was the nature of the PLA, in place of
which [rey put Iorward the p(oject of an
army independort of the Arab stafes.

The idea of aubnomous and immediate
Palestinian armed sruggle was concretized
by a petty bourSeois group whose national-
ism was strongly mixed with Islam, El Fa-
tah. Launching its frst commando raid
agairEt Israel on Janusry l, 1965, before all
the other groups, it won a great deal of pre-
stige. Such pesrige that, when the Arab a-
mies suffered thet crushing defeat by th€
Zionist state in June 1967, El Fatah was the
best placed to I'Iofit frorn the extsaordiney
wave of radicalization thal sw€pt the Pales-
tinian people, extending !o the young peo-
ple ir the cormtries where they were
colcentlated, as well as !o the othe! Arab
countries. It was rmder rhe pressue of this
radicalization tha! on September l, 1967,
the Arab Surrunit i,I Khartoum adopted the
farnous three "no's" in relation to Israel:
"No to Face, no to recognition no to neg-
otiations". l,ess than *ree mondrs later,
Egypt and Jordan betrayed rhis triple
pledge by approving IIN Resolution 242.

Unable to conrain the Palestinisn radical-
ization, much less confrcflt it, the Arab
states set io \rork to take it over. Faced with
the emergence of a far-left Palestinian cua-
rent widr the founding of rlrc Popular Front
for the Liberadon of Palesrine (PFLP) in
November 1967, and 8 Ba'athisr current,
Egypt and Saudi Arabia chose to sup,pon
Yasser Arafat's El Farah. Egypt offered
them control of the PI,o, \ hich was large-
ly in its hands. Saudi Arabia srarted
showering petrodolla$ on the Palestinian
movement, which very quickly had at its
disposal money that no liberation move-
melt had ever &earned of possessing.

The founh session of the PNC, me€ring

in Caio in July 1968, arnended the Narion-
al Charrer according to the wishes of El Fa-
tah, so as to prepa.re the way for its
integrarion into the PL.o. The Charter was
made more radical" but in t€ms of dle ideo-
logical limitations of El Fatah: "The amed
shrggle is 0re only road for the liberarion
of Palesline". Now it 8pplied l,o fie whole
of Palestine, including the West Bank and
Gaza, all the more b€cause these territcries
fetl !o the Ziorist occupation in 1967. The
sccart was put on an "armed revolution" of
dre Palestinian 6ople that the Arab states
had a duty !o suppor! notably by giving
matef,ial aid.

Beliel ln a "democratic"
solutlon

The narionalist maximalism that charac-
t€rized El F&t h at the time shows up in rhe
Charter's new Article 2l that "rejecs all
solutions substituthg for the rotal libera-
tion of Palestine". It cotnbined with an ex-
plicit rejection of any inter-Palestinian
class-struggle perspective, or of political
struggle aSainst the Arab regimes. This
socio-political conservatism, a meeting
grormd between tlre bourgeojs PI,O and the
petty bourgeois El Fatalr, was the essential
reason for the suppon given to El Fatah by
most of the Arab states. "The PLO will
cooperate with all the Arab countries",
stipulates Aricle 27 of the Charter; ir "witl
not ifltervene in the intemal affairs of any
Arab staE '.

On the eve of the fifth session of the
PNC, in Januay 1969, El Fatah adopted a
complementary platform drat it got the
PtO to ratify. It "cateSoricatly rcjerted"
Resolution 242 and put forward for the
first time, the programmadc penpe.ctive of
a democratic state "all the citizeN of
\rhiclL rc8&dless of dreir religion, will en-
joy equat rights". h was undoubr€dly I srsp
forwed in relation to the Charter, but is

Iimitatioru were obvious: belief in the pos,
sibility of a "democrstic" (bourSeois) solu-
tion ro 0!e I$aeli-Palctinian question; of a
solution in tlre limited terriorial framework
of Palestine (which mesrt, in the most gen-
erous hypothesis, the cohabitation of mole
cr less equal numbers of fuabs and Jews in
a Palestinian state): an4 finally, a solurion
that only envisaged the Israelis as a relig-
ious community, ignoring the national
cheact€r of the new society deated in Pal-
e.stine by Zonist colonization.

When the tifth session of the PNC met a
mondl later in Cairo, it sealed the integra-
tion of El Fatal inro the PLO, El Fatah tak-
ing the leadeEhip with the blessing of the
Arab guardiaru. It was the frEion of a pesy
bourgeois movement, in dre process of bu-
reaudatic and bowgeois degeneration un-
der the impetos of a comption acrel€rared
by Arab peuodollars, with a bowgeois in-
stirurion whete the Palestinior bourgeoisie
was largely ard dtectly represented.

Organization closest to
revolutionary Marxism

For a while, the PFLP, a left, petty bour,
geois nationalist org8nizatiotL refused ro
join the PLO, challenging its undenoqatic
makeup. Boyconing the PNC, wherc ir had
been offered some minor posirions, the
PFLP organized 40 mass meetings among
Palestinians in Jordan, presentilg therrr ss
so many "national cowrcils". However,
tlrcy ended up joining the PLO, while je-
manding 0ut ir be u'arsformed into a pariry
front of the Palestinian emed-struggle or.
ganizations. Subse{uendy, ard until rhis
day, 0rcy demanded in vain fiar rhe PNC'S
composition be rcvised by taking into ac-
coun! lhe real representativity of its
members.
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