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CHINA

si,;*,*
Unamed soldiers on foot
attack in the momfurg and at
2pm. They are surormded
by a crowd flowing towards
fte Grcat Hall of t]le People.
The first violent attack,
between the Assembly and
the seat of the government,
leaves 40 dead. Oveftrmed
vans and buses lie in the
square. The crcwd sur-
rounds the Great Hall of the
People.

In the aflemoon and eve-
ning, students and a larye
clowd assemble in the
square; very calm, inquisi
tive, but there is a strong
feeling of a mobilized popu-
lation, whole families, chil-
dren asleep on the backs of
bicycle,s, old people sitting

Eyewitness in
Beijing

at the side of the rcad, Iemonade selle$.
"Come back this evening, there will be a

Iot of people!" A young person walks
about displaying a qash helmet. Embar-
rassed young soldiers are abused by the
clowd.

Saturday/Sunday niEltt:
The troops assembled around Beijing con-
verge on Tiananmen Square, mainly ftom
theWest.

Ar all dre city's mdn rcad junctions, the
population has made ba.rdcades wit}r
trucks and buses to prevent the advance of
the troops. Parachutists s[ep in to push the
students out of the square.

At t}re same time, the army - tanks and
infanty - occupy t}re entire square, rnas-
sacring tlle population.

The next day hospital staff estimate at
least 1,500 dead and 10,000 wounded.
The hrst to arrive are soldiers with minor
bullet wounds; then thele are civilians,
seriously wounded or almost dead, some
crushed by tanks, others shot by elite
sharpshooters betwe€n the eyes or in the
heafi-

Sunday, Juna +
AU day long people gather in Dong-
chang'an Averue, which leads to the
square. A continuous swirl of bicycles
and hundreds of peoplg maintain contact
with the barricades facing the army. Elite
army sharpshoote$ energe ftom the
shadows and irle on the crowd.

Several dead and wormded are taken to
hospital on tricycles...but irnmediately
afterwards people rctum to challenge the
soldiers, and the bicycles resume their cir-
cuit around Dongchalg'an Avenue. The
serenity on thek faces is incredible. No
shouting or slogans, no armed demonstra-
tor. Only a few shouts of "Li Peng, fas-
cist!" Near the almy barricade, people say
to me iu English: "They have Sone mad,
there are at lqst a thousand dead in the
square!"

The situ4tion at the hospital, where mat-
tsesses have been put on the floor for the
wounded, is dramatic, nighrnarish. The
nuses weep as they tend the wormded.
The unassuming direcior of the intensive
care unit, a pafty me[rber, expresses his
disgust: "99% of lhe pafty is opposed to

the university disrrict, trucks have been
stopped and some 20 soldiers with their
arms and baggage taken into one of the
faculties.

At midday a govemment statement
instructs the population to release tleir
grip on the city, stop assembling and free
hostages. It seems that only Tiananmcn
Squale was occupied by troops on Sun-
day. Except for the west and south of the
city, lh€re arc no other places wherc
tsoops have concentrated.

Accolding to witnesses, 400 workem
have been arrested as well as the leader-
ship of the independent trade u on at lhe
steel centre at Shougang, which has
300,000 workers.

Thqse workers, several groups of whom
w€re with the sErdents on Satuday night,
exprqssed their solidarity with the stu-
dents on fte day after Golbachev's arri-
val, despite a pe$onal appeal ftom Li
Pe'l.g a,.d,Tlr.ao ziyar8 calling on them to
support the goverllment. Dqspite $is the
communique, read out in an official tone
on the television, talks only about "a tiny,
tiny group of counter-rcvolutionaries

pP
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what is happening. They arc
mad. I no longer believe in
anything."

No statement, no official
declaration until 7pm. For
several days a runour circu-
lates that Deng is dead or
dying (he has not been seen
since Corbachev's visit).
At the rcad junctions

around Beijing, many bari-
cades rcmain in place; sev-
eral military vehicles have
been abandoned and left to
bum.

In every district, people
assemble at s&eet comers,
discussing Ore sinradon and
listening to accounts. wom-
en cry. During the whole
day yesterday rhe corpse of
a 9-year-old girl killed by
dre army has been dis-
played. A soldier has been
l)mched at a stleet corner.

On the Sunday evening, in

OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT in Beiiing has
been following the tragic events as they have

unfolded. HIs reports, publlshed below, show that
desplte the bureaucratlc represslon and terror, the

people ol Chlna have not abandoned their
asplrations for llberty and real democEcy.

LAURENTCARASSO
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CHINA

sunday/Monday niElrt;
The arrny has stepped up its prcssule, tak-
ing up positions at several key road jrurc-
tions controlling access to the city centre
(a solt of ring road). Soldiers witl tloop
transpon vehicle,s (TTVS) have broken
out of Tiananmen Square to clear Dong-
chalrg'arr Av€nue, as well as to free a mil-
itary column rapped since the day before
near the Frieldship store. Judging ftom
the barricades and the bullet holes rhe fol-
lowing day, the clearing-out was violenl
Several bursts of machine-gun fire were
heard.

From Sunday to Monday machine guns
have continued to be us€d tr sevelal dis-
rricts and 50 tanks have reinforc€d tlrc
square, which is the only central place
where the army is coflcentrated.The popu-
latiol is massively mobilized atd the
army seems isolated. The city is covered
in wall-posters and graffiti chalked on the
grcund or on walls.

Not a single top level leader has
appeared on tlle television since Friday
evening. The only thing there has been is
a statement by the mayor of Beijing, C'hen
Xitong, who appared in the form of a
stiU photograph on the television.

Monday, Juno 5!
Sporadic shooting atrd movements of
tanks and TTVS continue. lpm: an incfed-
ible sight. As a column of tants advances
along DonSchang'an Avenue, now empty
of demonstralors, a lone man stands in
front of a tank, preventing it from either
continuing or bypassing him. He clam-
bels on to the turet to talk to the driver,

bringing the column ro a standstill for sev-
eral minutes, before being forcibly pulled
back o o the pave[rent, apparently by
demonstlators.

ScaEqed busts of fidlrg continue, and
two helicopten keep watch on the roads
leading to the cente. Forcign students
from Eastern bloc countries as well as
from some Westem countriqs have been
assembled in tlpir embassies.

It is clear on Monday that, despite clear-
ing Tiananmen Square, martial law is not
rcally in force in Beijing and the popula-
tion doqs not feel crushed.

A few days aft€r Gorbachev's arrival on
May 15, various categories went on strike
(bark wo*ers, workers in ministrie,s,
teachers and so on), demonsradng in
orderly colwnns with their banneB. After-
wards, there was a mass outpouling,
which gave some cledence to a rumour
dlat" at the time of Gorbachev's visit and
before the declaration of martial law,
Zno Zyang was giving covert support to
the insurrection.

On Monday, as I rode around on a bicy-
cle with the Chinese many people stopped
me, some saying in English "help the Chi.
nese! " It was the same in the litdo restau-
rants nearby, wh€re everybody wanted to
discu.ss the situation.

The embarras$nent of fte police
towards foreigrels was noticeable. When
they came to confiscate the filrns in the
loom where I was staying in rhe Beijing
Hotel with the leam ftom TFl [Itench TV
charmell, tircy did not dare to arest or
expel the joumalists, conliscate matelia1
or rcally seaJch Ule room, al&ough taking
photographs is an hftingement of the
martial law legulations.

On the other hand, tlrere is still no news
of the sardent leadership, which is some-

where in Haidan (the universiry disdct in
north-west Beling).

Monday ovoning:
Towards the north of BeijinS, on Anding-
mennei Daije, tllerc are very few bicycles

- in stdting contrast to the scene on fie
evedng of my arrival. Lowered cuitains,
doors half open, a few small groups dis-
cussing quietly.

In the restaura where I am eating, a
man sitting opposite me who knows a few
words of English exprcsses his dismay -although I camot talk to hirn it puto4-
8ir.a (mandarin Chinese)!

I want to change hotels (so as to pay 46
rather than 100 yuan per night) but lhe
receptionist regretfirlly informs me tJlat
the cashier has not come to work, since
she lives in the north of Beijing....I put my
bag on the luggage rack ofmy bicycle ard
go out again to cross Beijhg in a soutr-
erly dircction. The junction of Dong-
chang'an Avenue is deserted and silent.
On Orongmenmai Daije, there are more
people on bicycles, people riding along-
side de,scdbe the massaqes and exprcss
their disapproval in gestwes.

Riding past Tiantan Square (the Temple
of Heaven), I ses a bumed out TTV, sur-
rcunded by rocks. In ftont of the nilings
of Tiantan, therc is a qowd looking inlo
the park, where military units have taken
up position.

Further away, on Yongdingnen Bridge,
there are shells of buses, Towards fte rail-
way and bus stations there are fiansport
bicycles, the same that played the role of
messengers and ambulances, carryilg the
worulded on their platforms, in the preced-
ing days.

fuoaday, June 8:
The roads and avenues are calm. The
atmy keeps out of sight. Almost all Ore big
clothing and gmcery shops in rhe main
sEeots, on the other hand, have lowercd
ttreir curtains and tle staff stand in ftont of
the doors.

As on the day beforc, work lemairs at a
standstill. The cranes on Beijing's many
buifding sights stad idle, there is ro
ulderground or bus or open offices. Since
Suday, the shrdents have been catling for
a general stdke, but it is clear Orar the
staldstill in Beijhg is the result of a [um-
ber of faclors - a protest against the vio-
lenca, mouming, shock ard so on. On the
burnt out buses that clutter up every aross-
roads, in tlle middle ofthe rubble, bunches
of floweB in white paper have b€en hung
in homage to ttre victims of the clashes.

I pass through the malket sheets llear to
Qianmun, where there is a certain amount
of life around tlle food shops. Somerimes
thele are queues, but no inteduptiol in the
supply of food or any visible fear rhar
there might be one. People are calrn.
Dongcha[g'an, rutder rhe guns of fte
more &an 50 tar*s which are occupying
Tiananmen Square, is also quiet. The con-
stant circulation of bicycles and crowds

which has
be€n dealt
with."

4
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around the soldiels, charactedstic of the

Feceding days, is no longer to be seen.
Going in the other dtection, towards fte
casr of the capital, Guargarunennei is still
an obslacle cou$e, wi$ demolished barri-
cades, mbble, burnt out buses. There is
only one nanow way through fo! t}re
silent procession of bicycles.

Frifther east, at Guanguomen, the bridge
over the avenue that goes around the cen-
ue of Beijing is completely occupied by
tanks and infantry, their kalashnikovs at
the ready. The people who arc impassive-
ly circuladng around say nothing. Fear
and resentment are the reason.

Meanwhile, Lhe embassies are sounding
the alarm for thet citizens rcsident in
Beijing. The foreign students at Beida, dre
University of Beijing, are obliged to leave
fteir rooms and rctum to their respective
counrries. Strangely, it is tie Esst Euro-
peans who have taken the initiative in this
resPect.

The same embassies confiim the troop
movements from Shanghai and Shang-
chun towards Beijing. The 38ft Army,
with 20,000 men (the amry of the Korcan

Wa!) is reportedly approaching from the
south-west of the capital, either to replace
or to oppose the 27th army which occu-
pied Beijing with 200,000 men.

Tuasday afternoon:
Or Tialarunen a few rare cyclists contin-
ue to circulate in an oppressive silence,
broken only by the sound of the two heli
copters which have ste.p,ped W their com-
ing and going. They head off westwads,
ftom where muffled caruron-fre can be
heard.

Rumours about the death of Deng ftom
cancer - and of Li Peng, supposedly exe-
cuted on the spot with his family by a
policeman - co[tinue to proliferate. The
walls arc still covered with inscriptions
reporting lhis "news", or even the disa-
vowal of the military amack and blood-
shed by a majority of mernb€rs of the
party.

Apafi from the declaration by the May-
or of Beijing, dre fiIst goverrunent state-
ment appears on the television at 7pm on
Tuesday. It shows selected picurres of lhe
clashes, playing up dle stoning of a mili-

CHINA

tary truck by a
small group of
demonstators,
and the "chaos" reigling in Beijing, with
iB rock-strewn streels and gutted buses.

As a follow-up, the govemment spokes-
pe$on makes a long statement on what
was for him, without doubt, the new
"counter-revolutionary Tiananmen inci-
dent." [The plevious one being the riot of
April 5, 1979, after the memorial prcces-
sion for Zhou Enlai which tumed into a
criticism of the MaoisB.l

The casualty figures Foffered by fte
govemment brder on the obscene: a total
of 400 dead (both soldieN and civilians)
including 23 students, 5,000 soldiers
wounded, 2,000 civilian wounded and 50
soldiers repofied missing, The rumour
about the death of Deng Xaoping is firm-
ly denied on rie blevision.

Li Peng's name is no longer mentioned.
It is Qiao Shi. mernber of the Standirg
Committee and in charge of securiry (con-
trolling Olerefore the fearcd Gong'anju.
tlle public order police force), who is con-
gratulated by the Supreme Court. He is a
"conservative", elerted to the standing
commiltee after fie Chinese Communist
Party (CCP) congress in 1987, along with
Li Peng (responsible for the Disciplinary
Commission). He has supposedly estab-
lished a position between t}le main pafiy
factions and been promoted after 0re
rcmo\tal ol z.hzo Ziyang. This, at least, is
the rumour circulatirg in Beijhg on
Wednesday. The govemment calls on the
peoplo of BeUing to help the army put a
stop to coEuption and chaos and drive out
the membels of thg "tiny counter-
revolutionary group".

These statements and reports are on
the television on Tueday evening arrd
throughout the night, while cannon-fre
can still be heard in the distance.

Wedn€idry, Jun. 7:
The shooting has stopped, but the move-
mert of tsoops in Beij ing has been stepped
up. Hun&eds of trucks head east from
Tiananmen, followed by long columns of
infantry. The mrcks fill up rhe streets.
Going back up to Yongdingmen, along
with hudreds of or}ler cyclists I am
stopped by a long colunm of soldie$, ir-
ing occasional shots. Leaving t}lem
behind, and going towards Tiananmen, I
s€e how the two lines of bicycles in front
of me slip into nearby side-streets at the
approach of a tsuck. The many deaths
caused by trucks in recent days have
awakened a caution at odds with the care-
ftee attitude of a few days ago.

At least as prudent as they, I too take
refuge in a side-streEt. Oddly, everybody
is laughing, imitating machine guns in
gestures. The danger passed, we all retum
to the main road. At o[ce I am suEounded
by 20 or so passers-by who point to the
departing truck and make geshues to
exPress their wish lhat what is happening
should be filrned and told to the outside 5

Juna 26, 1989 a #166 lnternatlonat Vlswpoint



CHINA

6

world. "Fas-
cism" they
rcpeat, making

the machine-guruing gqsture.
There are no more visible signs of con-

frontations or clashes between factions of
the army in Beijing. The city police have
rcappearcd and the wreckage of the vehi-
cles is being cleared &om the streets. The
army is a lot morc in evidence now, posi-
tioned at several qossroads and olr patrol.
People stand outside their dooB and stare
apprehensively at tle soldie$,

Even in the side-streets, people are alert
to noises alrd movernents. For the frrst
time in five days, the army is in rea.l con-
trol of the main steets, on foot, on bicy-
cles or in trucks.

The Beijing Hotel, Ollee hrmdred
metres from Tiananmen Square, seems to
have gone into mouming for Deng's
opening up potcy. HaU of its splendid
battery of eight lifts are out of order, and
its sumptuous corridorc are desefled. The
Americans and Japanese have disap-
pearcd. The only remaining guests are
some teams ofjournalists who arc in the
prccess of moving to hotels less exposed
to army pressure.

IrI any case, the hotel management has
closed all the restauants and catering ser-
vices (the army is to move into the hotel
on Thursday moming). Paladoxicaly, the
newly Feferred hotel for foreigners is
now the Palace Hotel, a luxury establish-
ment, and a "joint venture" of the Chinesg
army and the Philippines (since the mid-
dle of the 1980s a part of tlle army has
bern redeployed in direcdy economic
activities).

In rhe late moming I watch a 'larriotic

es, and rhe cEnes are worting again,
There are people in the streets; some big
stores, mainly food shops, have re-
opened. Others sell only from a table on
the doorstep,

Many public buildings have been taken
over by the arny. Soldie$ keep guard at
sevelal strategic junctions in the city,
while the streets are being intensively
paEo[ed. Light mobile detachments
extruding machine guns continue to move
arourd, altlough it is not possible to say
what the purpose o[ their deployment is.
Carulon-fue can still be heard.

It seems therefore that life is slowly ger-
ting back to normal, although most buses
rcmain in their depots. The impression of
rcduced tension is inseased by the fact
that the overcast sky of recent days has
cleared. But this impression is conlradict-
ed by the continuing big mobilization of
the army ard by Ole concentratiols of sol-
diers at the road jwrctions. The authorities
want to show that "order reigs" and that
the time to clean up has come. In every
sense of the t9rm, sinco teams continue to
unblock the main roads, notably arcund
Tiananmen and along Dongchang'an, sev-
eral parts of which are now te-ope[ed to
traffic. The television b(oadcasts pictures
of the clean-up, pioclaiming victory over
"a tiny group of counte!-revolutioflary
hooligans", while official communiqu6s
amounce the expulsion ftom the party of
those who took part in the "counter-
revolutionary incident".

F.id!tr, Juno e:
Everythhg points to the fact that the con-
flicts at the top are sorting themselves out.
The goverrunent's slogan now is the
retum to order, to normal life in Beijing.
Even so, although some buses are running
and queuqs have re-appearcd at the bus
stops, mmy remain in thet garages, and
fte undergroruld is still at a standstilt. In
the same way, only some of thg shops
have re-opened, ofteq in the case of the
bigger ones, without completely remov-
ing their grils.

Many admin isEative buildings remain
closed, although othe$, among them the
Bank of China, have re-opened.

Life is rearming to normal, but slowly,
and it is not possible to ma](e a precise
assessment of the impact, on the one hand
of the call for a general stdke made on
Sunday, and on the odrer of the deter-
mination of the autholities to take sreps
towards a resumption of routine. It is
cled, in any case, that the authoities ale
taking [rings in srages, while the army -still prcsent in large numbels in the cily -remains tense- Fear of snipers and dis-
plays of rcsistance, even if they have nor
been confirmed by any spectacular deeds,
shows the relatiorship of fdrces qeated
by the mass movemsrrt and the fe this
has put into the autlrcdties,

Nonetheless, the army and the pol.ice are
doing everythinS possible to show rhar
lormality has retumed. A]nost every-

Prcpoeats of the Beiiing tndependent Wo*erz, ,lnion
SINCE the middle ol Aprll, ln thE democratlc movement ol all the natlonat-
ilies led by tha students, many Chinese workeB have shown their dealre
to particlpate in polltlcal lile, while recognlzing that, until now, th6y have
lacked a truly representatlve workers' organlzatlon lo express thelr opln-
lons. For thls reason we believe it necessaty to set up an lndopendent
organlzation to speak ln the name ol the wotkers and lake up the lssuEs
that concern them. To thls end, wa ar6 preparing lo organlza an lndepen-
dent Work€rs' Unlon in Beiiing and are putting torward th. lollowing pro-
Posals tor a programme:

1. Thls organization must be totally indepandent and it must bo set up
as the result ol a democratic process in which workers take part of thelr
own frEe wlll- lt must not be und€r ths control ol othet organlzalions and
must havE equal status with other mass organlzallons.

2. The basic aim ot this organlzation must bo to put forward the vlews ol
the greatest number ot work€rs on polltical and economic questions, and
not lo be msrely a welfar€ organlzalion.

3. Thls organization must have a monltoring role ovor the Communlst
Party.

4. ln flrms and buglnosses whlch ate the property olthe whole peoplo or
under collectlvs ownershlp, this organlzatlon must have tha rlght to use
all lhe approprlato and legal means to monltot lhe legal ropresentatives
and ensuro that the workers are really the masters ofthe tirms. ln other
llrms and buslnesses, h must uphold the wolker3'lnlerests through
negollation wlth th€ anterprlse dlrectors or through othff legat msans.

5. Thls organlzatlon must guarantee alllhe legairlghts ol hs members In
the constllutlonal and legal spheros. *

Provlslonel Commlttee ol the Beuhg hdapendent Workers, llnlon,
May 21, 1989. lFrcm Octobor ReviewJ
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march" starting from Tiananmen Squarc,
Surrounded by soldiers with machine-
g.rns, militia in led arm-bands march past,
symbolizing the fdnous unity betwe€n
the aImy and people. Some Beijing re,si-

dents look on anxiously, ap,prehensive
lhat they will soon s€e thes€ specialisls in
straightening things out tn eve{y jiedao
weiyuathvi oocal committee), or in the
d@rrli,ei Grcduction unit) to which every
worker is attached. These two bodies con-
trol rhe life of every C'hinese person, espe-
cially in thecitie,s.

Supposedly the basic cell of the peo-
ple's political power, in reality the danwei
are the transmission belts of the power of
the party. At lhe same time, this network
plays a social rcIe in the spheres of educa-
tion, heahh and every other aspect of its
membefs' lives. It is the dazlre; that dis-
tribute ration coupors, particularly for
grail and oil.

Thus this march inspires everyone with
a fear of a repetition of 1976. At that time,
the local commiEees werc the scene of
denunciations, while the darrei orga-
nized general assembliqs in the workplac-
es to bring to book workers who had
taken part in the dernonstrations and in
lesistanc€. In practise, for t}re moment,
the army is only clearing up the closs-
roads.

Various nrmours circu.late conceming
the factional sauggle at lhe top but, to
paraphrase Deng, "It doesn't matter if the
cat is white or black"... the people can
expect nothing good ftom it!

fhuraday, Jun. &
Therc is an apparsnt, but very limited
rc,sumption of work- TheE are a fgw bus-


