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ROMANIA

OPE, mired with apFehen-
siqn and distrust - lhose were
rhe feelings of a Efoup of
Romuian-Hungarian refu-

gees retuming to thefu country on January
2. One had fled illegally across the "gre€n
frontier," like many thousands of otlers
theatened by Ceausescu's police. I found
myself in the same compartnelrt with
thern. It was the lirsl Eain &om Budape-st
to Bucharest in foru drys. Clh€re is onfy
one, and it goss overdshl) Rail traffic had
bcen halted aft€r sc{ret polica diehads
tircd on thc intcmational trains. As we
approached the Romanian frontier, my
companions pulled the blinds shut and
nlmed off the lights for fear of snipers.

They begin to talk fearfirlly about *hat
might awr.it them at the &onrier. They
recalled incidents of hanssrn€nt in the
past, waits of up io seven hours. I lold
ihem sbout the Eeaunent Irish pople get
at points of entry in Britain and &bout lhe
way the French Soverllmelt tseats Basque
refugees. That started a long 8nd very fra-
temal discussion sbout the resemblarces
arlong oppressed peoples.

A joumalist from &e publication of a
nationalist pro-capital ist orgsdzation in
Hungary was pessimistic about thc futulc
for Romanian Hungarians. He had grown
up h Romania, and lhoughr th.t nothing
had really chsngcd: the Romanians $,€re
still chauvinists and only making pretenc-
es for the sake of European public opinion.

Attltude to natlonal mlnorltles
a touchstone

I said I thouSht lhe future deperded on
whether the revolution went forwsrd ard
that a touchstone of any revolution was ils
atriNde toward nstional minorities. If the
revolution advarc€d and the people took
their lives into thet own hands, the
demands of the Hungarians would be met:
if it went backwad, the minoriries would
be the first to be attacked. Most of them
werchopeftI.

We leached the botdq around midnight.
The officids were notably unaggressive.
The Hungaria$ werc astonished. But thc
whole elabolate apparatus was obviously
intacl We waited fol three hours in a deso-
late frozefl landscape with snow fa.lling
and filtering into the poorly constucted
ca$, as officials slou,ly went rheA rounds
and soldie$ scarched. The train was
atlost totally empty after we passed the
first big Hungarim towns inside Romania"

The HunSarian jounalist we{n all the
way to Buchar6t, his hometowl. When he
aEived, he s.id, with relief, thst Ore
rhythm of life seemed normal. That
proved to be a superticial impression.
Very littls h8d boen done to rcpair the
damaSe donc in thc fighling, Broken glass
still lay evqywherc. Bullat hol€s could be
seen in plste glass windows. In buildings
around the downtown squares, rows of
windows stood empty, surrounded by

After Geausescu's
overthrow - hope,

fear and distrust
THE FlRSTvlctorlous mass uprlslng ln a Stallnized country
slnce the Hungarlan revolutlon took place ln Romania ln the

days around Chrlstmas. Whlle the army took command of the
Ilghtlng and managed subsequently to dlsarm the lrregular
lorces, under the pretext of stamplng out the "terrorlsm" ot

the secret pollce dlehards, the state represslve apparatus has
been thrown lnto disarray. Romanlan lournallsts speak of a

"phantom state." The Communlst Party ls so much on the
detenslve that lts members and leaders clalm that overnight lt

vanlshed totally and lorever. ln response to a small
demonstratlon ln Bucharest on January 12 that reflected a

general feellng that the same people are stlll running the
country under varlous disgulses, the new government, ltself

composed malnly ol former CP leaders, declared the party
lllegal, although they have slnce back-tracked. The "Natlonal

Salvatlon Government" ls clearly terrlfled of any
demonstratlons gettlng started, and prepared to promlse

practically anything to prevent them.

GERRY FOLEY

trac€s of fire. Along the sidewalks i[ the
centsal squares w€|re shrines to the mar-
tyrs of the revolution - rows of candlqs
in ftomt of plarards and makeshift alt8rs,
ofte{r covered with loaves of treid and
fruil ()owds wcre always gathcred
arcund Aern, mosdy madc up of yowlg
Fople, mary of hiSh school age. The
pspers w€re full of homaSe to "the hercic
youth."

Theie wetE Elogans on lhe walls, but
they se€med to datc from lhe previous
weeks - 'The dictatorship has falle[,"
"the shoemaker [Ceausescu] has falen,"
"Shoemaker, we will makc shoe,s out of
your hide." There were some slogans of
"Down with CommunislIr." Th€re werc

many posters, but they seemed ess€ntially
io havc be€n put up by the new gov€m-
m€rit. The mcssage was always along the
line,s "the people have won, and now the
Nationsl Salvation Fronr is in charge ard
cvcryonc must ra[y behind ir," In fie
undergound stop at orc Piata Universiraii
in the city center, qped commrmiques
welr pasted up apparcldy by privatc
groups. There were always qowds reading
them. Mostly Ihey w€te appeals for
dernocracy and "dialoguc."

Here ard rhere were linqs in Aont of
stoEs, spparently for meat, fish and cigsr:-
ettes. The longest lines s€emed to be for
newspapers and books. The joumalists I
talked to estimated rhst rhe demand for
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ROMANIA
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papers was four timqs the supply. They
thought it would b€ impossible to incre3se
tlle press runs lo anything like that amount
because of a lack of paper. Romania has
its oq,n paper industry, but a lot of it was
expofied.

Some critical books, originally printed
in tiry editions, were being replinted. One
was Marin Preda's Cel Mai Lubit d.idte
paninte l"T\e Most Beloved of Earrl-
lings"l , a fictionalized account of the early
days of the Stalinist regirne. The longest
Iine I saw was for such books at the Sado-
veanu bookstore near the Piata Universita-
rii. By the end ofthe day, it was possible to
get into t}le stote, but it needed an extraor-
dinary hunger to fight one's way to wir.hin
actual reach of the books.

Masslve shortage of books
and dlctlonarles

Thele were, in fact, few books of any
khd in the bookstores. Ceausescu had
been suspicious of all kinds of books, I
was told, even Russian ones. This was the
irlst major city I have ever been i[ whele
there was no Russian bookstoro. Diction-
aries of forcign languages were virtually
unattainable, Contacts with foteigne$ had
been forbidden. But rnany Romanians
spoke French - the coutry has been
under French influence since it achieved
indgpndence, and especially in the int€r-
war period. Moreover, it is an article of
nationalist faith that Romanians ale a l,at-
in people, and ftat givos a spetial impor-
tance to 0re language of the major "Latin"
power.

I saw a huge crowd surrounding a truck
firll of newspapels. They were copies of
the Palis daily Libiration. The clowd
pomced on them Like famine-srricken
people on food relief,

Almost all the periodicals in Bucharcst
were published in a Stalin-gothic palace
on the northem edge of the city, called the
Casa Scintei, for Scirrei z, the organ of the
Communist Party. It is now called "Frec-
dom of the Pre,ss Square." The building
was rin8ed by military forEes atrd simed
guards belonging to the building's suff. I
went fi$t to the office of the official I,Icss
agency. The staff rhere had not been
changed. An official told me that she had
been offended by a denunciation of the CP
by Bnrcan, himself a form€r CP leader.
"He was privileged; I wasn't." She was
bittet about the cuts the Ceausescu regime
had made in the agency's budger. It had
cut off aU the foreign press s€rvicas and
subscriptions. She noted that the budget
for rhem amounted to about as much cash
as Ceausescu's daughter, i4 had on her
when she was captued.

I went to the editorial offices ofAdevc-
,.lll, fte old CP organ renamed. I met a
joumalist who was on the staff for his sEc-
ond day and had just wrinen his fllst arti-
cle. He told me, "I parricipated in the
revolution. As soon as it was over,I came
to this pape! and asked them if they want-

ed som€one from the revolutiol on the
staff." Otherwise, the paper's staff
rcmained essentially unchanged, and it
had beett unchanged for a long time. There
had been E &eeze on hting, and fo! years,
therc had been yirtually no opnings for
young people.

He thought that National Salvation
Committees now existed at all levels of
the society, but he did not have much con-
cletc knowledge about them. It soon
became clear that the situation was quite
wrevetlrr Adevarul, there was a National
Salvarion Committee that played a moni-
toring role. It was explained that such a
committee was necessary there because
Ae staffhad been so Utr.le changed and the
old party organ rcmained suspect.

In the cas€ of Rarra, ia Libeta, u$'thet
BuchaBst daily, rhree well-lgrown dissi-
dents, people who had tried to staJt an
undergound joumal but were gabbed by
the seqet police dwing the printing of the
first issue, had raken over the editoBhip.
They had credibility, and so it was felt lhat
there was no need to form a National Sal-
vation Committe! there.

New edltors elected on CP
youth paper

At the other Romanian daily published
ir the Casa Scitter, Therenl libe4 tt]'f,
former CP youth organization paper, new
editoE were elected the very day I visited
the paper. Since there had been elections,
it was argued, there was no need for a
National Salvation Committe€.

Government subsidies had be€n cut off.
All the papers claimed to be independent.
But no new system of fmarcing has b€en
conceived. For the moment income from
sales is unusually hi8h, but it is far from
clear that thg press can be financed that
way. The staffs are small for daily papers,
about 100 for Adsv4rul, 4O for Tircretul
f,rber, 62 for the Hrmgalian d?dly Magyar
Szo. The printing plant wolkers have
already organized and won Sundays off.

"The first legal student rally in 45
ye{s," as tha studcnts and thc press billed
it, took plac€ on Sunday, Jaluary 7, at the
Polytechnic Institrrte. The rcpo of it in
Adavan l of lar,n,iy 9 was an indicarion
that thc population had good reason to
mistrust the old pafiy paper.

The anicle reported none of the conflict
betwe€n the 8ov€rnment and the new stu-
dent association thsl fomed the back-
ground to the rally, thEt had been caUed to
protest decisions tr&sn by the Ministry of
Educalion to set the wint€f, teim without
consulting the surdcnts.

In fact, the students had wa ed !o hold a
demonsEation, but fourd that the govem-
metlt was dead set against rhal It told
them that therc was no tE{sotr for demon-
str.ting b€cause dre govemment would
agrer to any demsnds they rais€d. At rhe
same time, a decree was issued requiring
48 hou$ notic€ for any demonstration. A
prolonged argument conthued among thg
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stud€nts abour whether to hold ore meet-
ing indoors or outside. The issue sartned
fmally !o be decided by lhe frerzing
weathga,

Competence must be the
crlterion

Three or four thousand students showed
up, despite the vacations and letum of the
large nwnbeE of sudenB ftom the prov-
inces to their homes. SloSars against cor-
ruption ppdominated - 'Merit and
competence," "No bribe.s [to professors to
pass exams]." There was also a placard
against "politics." There were expressions
of hostility to "former Communist Pafiy
members."

The organizers of the meetin8 said over
and over again thal the new snrdent associ-
arions would be 'honpolirical." Their
explanations that thc sErdents were too
young and inexp€rienc€d to take political
positions did not seem to be well leceived.
But a rcjection of 'lolitics" - meaning
the substinrtion of political criteda for
scholady ones, political dominatiol and
political corruption - was very much in
evidence. The students' demands included
uiversity autonomy and the inviolability
of university Fecincts.

On the other hard, tlle 'llonpolitical'
nature of the associations was invoked
every time the question of possible differ-
ences with the National Salvation Fro[t
cane up. The question of political pos!
tions was nised in the pre6s conferclce
following the rally by a Romanian exile
who had rehrmed as a corespondent for
the New York Pasr. He argued at lengti
that eleclions were coming up in a couple
of months .nd the snrdents could not
rcmain passive. The representativeness of
the surdent spokgspolsons was also chal-
Ienged by Romanians present.

During the rally, students told me that
trcy had heard that tqchers n ere involved
in the initial organizing committee, and
that [ley were op?os€d to thal They want-
ed a puely student olganization. (Ihe
teaching staffs werc gen€rally corrupr, and
are very discledited.) This distrust of the
iust groups to come forward and propose
new organizations became a constant
theme. The joumalist at Adevorul sud,,fot
instance, that he had Ore feeling that while
he was fighting in the revolution little
groups of rhe old opportunists, "the people
with political experience," were meeting
and deciding how to put lhemselves for-
ward agEin,

There were a large numb€r of monitors
to maintain ord€( at the rally. One of them
told me that he felt that the world was
looking to then with hopc, and was wor-
ried that the foreigneE were disappoinM
with the timidity of the snrdents. A delega-
tion spoke ftom the Rench National
Union of Snrdenb and orc from the Polish
Independent Stud€nt Unim. The latter
hung out a barner in Romanian fron a bal-
cony saying "We are with you."



ROMANIA

I was joined by a comrade from Socialist
Actiol, an American Fourth Intsm.tional-
ist group and the editor of an opposition
paper for the rail unions. We w€trt together
witlr the joumalist hom Adelarul,\tioiad
been a railway employee himseu until a

few days before, to try to ulk to rail work-
ers.

contact wlth rallworkers
lmposslble

Our friend said that he had be€n one of
ttle initiatoE of the ftee union at lhe rail-
road, but that hc had not been sble to 8et
any infomation about it sinc€ leaving. we
found it impossible to make ary diteat con-
tact with the r"ailworkers, The railroads ate
called the "the country's second artny,"
and lenain under tight military contol.

We wcre able to ta.lk lo Iolel Chin, the
editor of the railway worke$' PaPer, l.?r4
CFR f'Railway Struggle"l. The A&vaflrl
joumalist told us that this was one of the
few joumals in the country that did not
have to change its tlame because it was
able to maintain a relatively good rePuta-
tion even under the old rsSime. (It is a con-
tinuatiol of a militznt railwotkels' jounal
fouffM in 1932.)

Chiru Save us a Picn[e of a verY
oppressed workforce. Wolkers were
forced to work unPaid overtimg, called
"voluntary hows," and often ended up
workirS 12 hours a day for ot[y 70% of the
pay due thern fot 8n 8-hour day, shce the
administration claimed lhat orcy failed to
meet the norms ard docked lh€rn 30%' The
January 4 issue of ll,qprd CFR Publishcd
tlle program for a new ftea uuion of trans-
pon and communications workcrs on its
backpEge.

We got closer to lhe Focsss of working
class organization at the P€riPhdal Elea-
trotrics Plant (a compute{ rcse$ch atrd pro-
duc(on center) in Bucharest's indusdal
subub of Pipera. Even there it was nol
easy. We asked to speak to the organiz€ts

of the free unions.
It was the manager of the factory and

the coordinatoi of lhe N.tional Salvation
Committer who carne to meet us. The
coordinator was a yourS Programmer in
his late twenties o! early thirtiqs; the man-
ager a middle-aged man. Both stressed
that therc was very good cooPration
betweslr the manaSenent and rhe wort-
ers' represetrtatives.

The factory managemetrt had b€erl
known to be a liberal one. That was con-
fiImed by people outside ttre plant. The
coordinator explained that h€te workers
wers assul€d of Setting their full wages.
The managa said "votuntary hours" had
not beelr imposed. The workers w€re idle
part of the month becausc of suppliqs
problems; then tlrey had to work overtime
to make up the sl.ck, bBt they ended uP
working even less than the basic rime.

grounds, but subodinate to the arny com-
mand outside the plant limits. The trPo told
us that the same setup existed at all the fac-
loligs in Pipera. The manager expected lhe
guards to be disbanded i! a few days. The
coordinator agre€d, although with an
apparent reservc, and he stressed that even
if they were dissolved, they would be
ready to go into action again immediately
if necessary.

Dlfferent vlews on
prlvatizatlon

The manager and the coordinator dif-
fered frankly on two questions - the
fuurrc of the planl's Nadonal Salvation
Committe€ and the quesdon of privatiza-
tion, The commiEee was supposed to be a
provisional My, formed to oPelate in the
interim before the Apdl elections.

I asked why they lir*ed the comminee,
which they said was "nonpolirical", to lhe
eleations. They had no answer, alrhough
the managq said tiat fiis was actually a
good question. He thouSht that the com-
mittee would break up into different Politi-
cal pa ies. The coordinator was dead set

against t}le existencr of political Patties in
the plant. They introduc.€d nonprofession-
al cdteria into staffrclations, he said' They
cluld be divisive and obstruct effective
collaboration. "Whar we need to do now is
earn money." As an example of the dan-
gers of palties, h€ mentioned that some of
the new panies we.Te calling for rcest.b-
lishing the monarchy. He was against Pri-
vatizadon, and lhought that tlle plani could
fimction on a collective basis: "We fe€l
that we are the owners."

The manager said thal he was not so sure
that the plant could ftrnction collectively.
"l am older and not so optimisric." He
thought privatization could be a Sood
0fng, but lhat it had to be done 'Prudent-
ly." Bolh hop€d to s€e foreign inv€stment,
bul Oe coordinator stessed that it could
not be allowed to lead to foreiSn contsol.

Ceausescu outlaws use of
word "computer"

The plant was unusual h many
re,spects. It was a new industry, .nd one
mistreated by a regime lhat "put politics
in command" in the style of the cultural
revolution and lookcd down on technolo-
gy. The manag€r told us that for a pedod
even the word "computer" was banned
ftom the official publications. Thtts tlrc
managernent and the workers werc united
by I common cause.

The National Salvation Commi[ee was
made up of 30 delegates, onc from each of
lhe plant's 30 dePErtnents. Its comPosi-
tion thus re{lectcd the worldorce, sbout
four irfrlE production workers. The coor-
dinator srid that orgadzing comndtt€es
for ftee Erions existed in only 10 of thc
deparunents.

Defqse of the Pl8nt w8s organized by a
committe€ of clev€,n, including both fie
manag€r and lhe cootdinator, which Y,/as

formed during the Evolurio& Thc plant
guards werE inde?€ndqtt within tho Plant 5
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ROMANIA

He thought tiat the corrunitter should lead
toward a free rnion org anization.

My companion argued thar lhe wolkers
could not lesve politics in rlle hands of ofi-
ers, or lhey would again become dominat-
ed. The coordinator said thar the w6pon
against that was tlle right to strike, which
r as a weapon not agaLrst the management
bur against the arrny and pouce, who could
becme danSers.

As we left, he told us tlrar if we wanted to
see 8 conllict, we should go down thc rcad
to the Eleatronica faclory, where there was
"t!ouble." The A&ear4, joumalist told us
that in fact 0r€r€ were a lot ofconflicts. We
found a big one at Tnctunrl, lhe Eactor
factory in Bmsov, the counFy's second
ciry and mai)r hdustrial cenler. It was the
first case we cficountered of a factory man-
ager acilally removed by the \rorkers.

'1987 revolt ln Brasov brutally
crushed

There is a massive industrial complex at
the edge of the ciry, dominared by Tractu-
rul and the Red FIag truck facrory, each
wifi rwenty lhousand workers. About
100,000 workqs and their families arc
concentrated in the neighbofiood. It is
here that a massive revolt againsr the
Ceausescu regime took place in 1987 and
was brutally cnrshod. We adved just as
veterans of t}lis rebellion were giving an
interview to a Swedish TV ieam. One of
them, a young matr in his twenties, told us
he had been given back his old job a few
days before. After thc rebellion, he had
been eriled to a rcmote town. He told us
that he and others had jusr shned orgsniz-
in8 a union, and thar it would notjust talk
bur acrually solve the problems of the
planL

The mrck factory wss uodcr the coltsol
of $e Narionrl cuard, 8 militia orgmizr-
tion thEt includes yirturlly the sntire mElo
popularion and is conmanded by resa!'ve
almy officels. A battle with rhe secEt
polica had taken plac€ at Ole tsactor facro-
ry, and it was und€f, the dtect control of
dre regular.rny.

At the truck factory, we mer a young
engineer who workod in lhs cental office
of the complex of 38 factorics, He tumcd
out to be a leader of I group of dissident
young people that had existed b€fore the
fau of the dictalorship, but hsd nor beer
able to car4r ou! much activity before. He
told us that in this coordinatinS oflice, the
eleven maDagers had colstihrt€d them_
selves as the NatiorEl Salvation ComItrit-
tes ir the days of rllc rsvolutioL

The stajf dernanded a comminee of 21,
realizing that with such 8 number it would
hlve to include workcrs. The managers
were forced tr' acc€pt that, but Oen thcy
propos€d thsir flunki$ llrd rhcir flunkics
nominated thern. Thc election was held in
a general .sscmbly. There was snotlrer
wave ofproicss, and a new election was !o

!! take placc Uro foUowin8 day Uanuary t U,llt by s€cret ba[ot containing 8ll &e names of

saff members. The workers had alrqdy
gottetr together and decided that they
would not vote for manageE.

In ths cvening, I had I discussion wirh
mcmb€rs of the dissidenr goup. They
wanted to talk about how to set up a llews-
paper. They explained that the local paper,
lhe G@cla Tra tybd^ii, had not changed
at all, ard rcfrtsed to 8ccept 8lticles from
them about the problems in tlle ciry. In
fac! even tlchnically Ore paper was & poor
cfrort for 8 big city trewspap€r. They
explicidy rcjected "Communi$[, social-
ism rnd the far lefl" 'We just want
democracy." 'Ty'e have to le3m about
dcmocracy, we havs no exp€rience of
d€mo€racy," Bur in fact they were very
similar !o far-left yollng people in thc
Wcst - similar origills, aniNdes and aspi-
rations. The Ad.y4n, joumalist discllss€d
with tlrcm into the snall hours of the
moming. As a Eportef,, he was in the mid-
dle of the social p(ocess. Given the weak-
ness of lhe gov€rmen! people are taking
thek complaints to the newspapers,
demanding that lhey become the tribunes
of the people.

Manager ousted by forge
workers

The foUowing day, we had a long dis-
cussion with workers in the forge at the
hactor factory who had ousted a manager.
Physical clashes had occured, since the
manager had bought the loyalty of a s€c-
tion of wo*€rs wiUl free drink and oth€r
benefits. Despire .his radical struggle,
however, the worters did not express atry
conscious aspiration to nm the factory
themselves or el@t the managers. They
e4,ress€d 8 dcsire only for urfons that
would defe[d thcir immediste intere,sts.
But in that ltspcct, thcy welp more
rdvanced than msny white collar: wortcrs,
who arc refiJsing to sign up for Oe new
unions on rhe basis thar lhey are political,
that is,lhaljoinirg them involves taking a
public position for something. They are
srill afraid of puEing thet names down for
anything.

In general, in tha s€cond wee& h Janu-
ary, it was the first tentative $eps of
organization t}rat w€re being t ken. G€n-
eraly, people expr€ss€d uncertainty, hesi-
tation and selfJimirEtion. But the process
is masisive, 8nd ir is tsking place in a poliri-
csl and organizarional vacuum Ieft 6y the
collapse of 8 despotic regime and the total
discredit of all its or8anizario[s 8nd per-
sonalitics, Thc language is generally ami-
Communisr, with 8n cxplicit rcjecdon of
Enyth.ing lhd is rqdnisc€nt of Comrnu-
nist or ev€{I Socialis! th€rnes.

Howev€(, th€re was liEle or no concrcte
talk abour Fivatizstion. Two reasons
werc commonly given for lack of ir&rcst
in privatizttion, 8l lesst immedi8tely:
Fi$Uy rhrt thc rcfoms in the USSR had
qeatrd chaos a[d sccondly thrt the oniy
people who hed the mo[ey to starl private
businesscs in Romania w€re lhe mrlia of

the old regime, The numb€r of people
involved in private bushess is microscop-
ic. The prsants (stiu 20% of the popula-
tion) are prEdominandy elderly. The
Romanian Orthodox cllurch, which was
very submissive, is not a political or social
force.

The leal contol of thq country is itr the
hands of the almy. The new minister of the
economy is a general. Political activity
renains strictly forbiddefl within the
amed forces. But the Romanian almy is
relatively small, and has been shak€n up
by thc revolution. The soldief,s have gone
through the experi€nce of fi'aremization
with the masses.

Hunger for dlscusslon wlth
forelgners

Most people seem to look to the West -"the countries where therc is democracy"

- as the model. But here is a general hun-
ger for discussions wi0r foreigners and
infomation about foreign cruntries. All
the pelple we lalked to werc willing to lis-
ten to a description of negativc aspects of
the developed capitalist countries.

In 1981 in Poland, I had not always
found that to be true. There, some people
tended to feel that corditions were so
much better in the West that it was useless
to tell Poles about "rlle ploblems you dch
people have."

Fo! example, I raised the quesrion of the
Irish struggle with lhe edito$ of the
Bucharcst Hungarian daily, Magrdr Szo .

They said they w€re happy ro have the
chanc€ to talk to someone who hrew
somelhilg about it. All they knew was
what was in the big press, that is, t]lat therE
was a problem of t€rrorism. But they did
not believe thal.

Thcy knew Ebout thc dcsperation l]lat
can develop among xn oppresscd prcople. I
exptained the rea.sons fol the corllict in
Ireland, and got a very watm rcs?onse.
"This is your hone, too, no% and we hope
you qome back soon so that we car discuss
more."

The Romanim Fass voices a lot of
hol,es in lhe Sovier leadership, in particu-
lar for aid, ard says nothing abour rhc con-
flicts in rhe Soviet UniorL The head of thc
Council of the National Salvation Front,
Ion niescu, is thought to bc close !o Go6a-
chev. Bur msny people raiscd the question
of Moldavi4 ard fte conviction Olat the
Moldavians werer now going to be interest-
ed in rewdfrcation with Romania. That is
obviously not going to flcilitarc good reta-
rions with Lhc ussR.

Despirc the hcsitarions of Romanians
supris€d by the sudd€n couapse of an € -
r€nched totalitarisn regime. it se€rns cef,-
tain tnt tlle process of self-organi?rtiol of
the mass€s, alIE dy wi& spread, wilt grth-
er ste3m, and that 0s it does so, political
consciousness will decpcn, md problerns
will aris€ for which "West€f,n dqrocr-a-
cy," offers no rnswcrs, )t
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ROMANIA

Free trade unions begin to emerge

DBAFT program offorge
workers at Brasov Tractor

factory

1. D€politiciz8tion of the work in thc
eat€ryrise.

2. Eeldom of oral and wdnen exprEs-
sion without rcstrictions or intimidation.

3. The creatiort of 8 &€. union ofworkcrs
in the forge which will defend their rights
through iB fteely elected leadels.

4. The dght to conduct orga zed strikes,
in accordance with the laws in forc€, in
consonance with the urgent ne€ds of the
wo!ke!s' collective in our s€ction, as well
as the right of rhe workers to negotiate,
through thei representatives, with the
management over major problems such as
work, working conditions, wages, and
social conditions for all workers .

5- The dght of solid arity wirh oth€r com-
mittees in the eflterpris€ ard outside witi
rcspect to thEir rights.

6. Inprovement of working and living
conditions in order to assrEe a civilized
and dignified life.

7. Respect fo! the eight-hour d.y. Over-

- Documents

time can be worked or the request of the
efltElplise i,I agreement wit]r the unions
and at rate,s of p8y in accotdance with the
Iabo! codc.

7. Respcct for Suday as s day ofrest.
9. Respec! for &e major religious holi-

days (East€r, Ouistma!) thmugh 0re
granting of time off.

10. Reducrion of the workweek to five
days.

111. Assurance of free medical and
social assistance for the forge workers,
both in the ert€rprise ond in social life.

12. For the fuAlLnent ofthe production
plan tansmi$ed by T. 31 (the Production
Servicc), werequest thefollowing:

a. Assurance of basic material and
energy supplies in accordance with
hmdamental tochnologic.l norms.

b. Assurance of technical compe-
tence.

c. Assurarce of repairs ard of
spare parts in accordance with manua.ls
issued by the prcducers of machines and
installations-

d. Assul.Ilce of a workforce for
the maintenance and supervision of the
teahnicsl lcvel, as well ss of productive

p€rsonnel 8t the necessary levels.
I 3. The stabilizatior of a qualified wo*

force h the hot sectors through the follow-
in8 massures:

a" Group I pensions retroaqtivcly
for all employccs,

b. Foo<l for all personnel to counter
the toxic effects, and bonuses for toxidity.

c. Frce m€dical care for special
problems.

d. A system of steel Foduction in
accordance with norms for pe$onnel,
wages, protection and work.

14, Ab,rogation of the mlcs rcquiring
financial contibutions by pelsons without
children.

15. No limitations on the wages that
workels and technical p€rsoDnel can e€rrr
in accordance with the qualtity and quality
of work done.

15. The appointment in Lhe machine
shop of a chief of a team for major repairs
and spa&parts.

17. Preparatiol of a general overhaul of
Section T-32.

1 8. Generalization of the individual con-
Esct for prsonnel involved direcdy in p(o-
duction.

1 9. Exact definition of the roles of rech-
nicel and productive persoErel (review of
thc Table of Organization).

20. hiority for solving the housing prob-
lerns ofpersorulel wolking in the s€ction.

21. Ar obligation for all workers to
respoca technological norms conceming
lhe quality of Foduction, failue to do so
being punishable administrative sanctions
in conformity with the laws in forcc.

22. Material incentives for inventions
and innovations in order to imFove effi-
ciency.

23. The formation of hot sections in a
sepatate autonomous factory for folged
and cast parts,

As lhe hee union, we call on all workeE
to respect work discipline and the terhni-
cal exp€rrs (engineqs, foremen, teahni-
ci8ns, 8nd the manageme of the

Foduction Focesses), whom we need.
All decisions by senior techdcal experts

must be takel in trc framework of ralional-
ity rnd collectivc analysis,

We ap,peal to all wo*ers not to engf,ge in
acts of hootiganisn and p€rsonal ve[-
gesnc€ rnd to rEsp€ct in a civilized and
consistent way thc laws of thc country that
arc in forcc, ss well as the rules of tlle work
collective,

The Nadongl Salvation Comrmitec of

i*l,]3, 
(Iae Forge), rrsctorulT

January 29, 1990 a *'l7l lnta,',,,tloftal Vbwolnt

.:iri.rDidrt


