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USSB
OVIET MILITARy forces
gave Shved at least a fiIst
installrnent on his demands
even before the demonstration.

On Sunday. March 25, paratroopers occu_
picd lwo schools in Vilnius be[onging ro
ft-c Lirhuanian Communisr party, sluppos-
edly to saleguar.d the righls o[ the Moscow
loyalist minolity, in rhe first direct mili_
tary inrcrvention in the affaiB of a Com_
munist Party since the invasion of
Czechoslovakia in 1968. On Monday,
they occupied tle headquaflers of $e par-
ty commilLee in $e port of Klaipcda-and
the former political institute o[ Kaunas.
On Tuesday, March 27, they invaded lhe
headquartem of rhe Central Committee of
lhc Lithuanian parry.

Also, in the early moming of March 27,
Lhe Soviet military defcnded "thc consritu-
lional rights of Sovict cirizcns" by invad-
ing t$,o psychiatric hospitals that had
offcred shehcr ro youths who had lefr Ore
Soviet army claiming lheir frcedom as cit-
izens ofan independcnt country. About 20
\rcre brutally draggcd away, rcportedly
lcaving trails of blood.

Il1 the aftcmath of thcse attacks, the
Sovict authorities ordued foreigners and
journalisrs to leavc Lithuania, isolating the
court y still furthcr. Telcphonc con)muni-
cation outsidc the country was alrcady cut,
exccpl for thc phoncs of the Lilhuunian
govcmmcnt itsalf. It appcan at thc same
time that mail colnections, not only wilh
Lithuania bul with the othcr Baltic rcpub-
licshave also bcetr intclruptcd.

Moscow plays cat-and-mouse
game

Ironically just before thcso brutal and
arbi[ary actions, thc lcaders of the Lithua-
nian govemment claimed that Moscow
was becoming more amcnable. The cat'
and-mouse game of crackdown and inti-
nrations of reasonableness continucd. The
Lirlruanian lcadcrs appear to have illu-
sions not only in the willingncss ofCorba-
chcv to lct thcm go but in the suppofi of
dre Wcstcm govcrnmcnts. At the same
timc as Moscow was stcpping up the prcs-
surc on his tovemmcnt and lhc Lilhuanian
pcoplc, trc chair of lhc LiLhuanian
Suprcmc Sovicr, Sajudis Icadcr Vytautas
Landsbcrgis, began makiig bittq slalc-
mcnts aboutbeing bctlaycd by theWest.

Howcver, if the Wcst has betrayed Lith-
uania, this is not the first time. The Wcst-
empo, ers wcrcprepared to sacrifice lheir
Baltic allies afler the irst world war and
before the second as well . Even during d1e

pcriod o[the civi]warin thc SovicrUnion,
thc) wcre inLerestcd fundamenlally in
rcstoring a powerful Russian capitalist
state, and whatcver allianccs thcy made
u'ilh tire Baltic nationalists wcrc secon-
dary.

As for thc policy of tltc rcal dccision-
makcrs in thc US govcmmcnt, it is quite
cl.ir. washinglon's primirry inlcrcst is in
mairtaining the d6lcnte and dcals with

Corbachev. It is not going !o cndanger
rhal for thc salc of small pcoplcs widlin
the USSR, much less for thc right of sclf,
detemination, which is hardly onc of thc
cardiral principles of Washjngton's for-
eignpolicy.

An analysis in the M.rch 27 lnterna-
tional llerald 'l ribune by Bill Kcllcr of
tlle New York Times ScNice, closc to the
US Statc Departmcnt, stresscd lhc isola-
tion ofthc Lithuanians. "Lithuanians have
also bccn largcly disappoinlcd in thcir
hopes of suppofi from the outside world,
especially countries like the United
Statcs, which never officially accepred
Lithuania's forcible incorporation in thc
SovictUrtion."

Keller quoted "politicians in Moscow"
as saying thar "rlxe Lithuanians thcm-
sclvcs alicnarcd potcntial allics hy lhcir
aloofncss, Lhcir disregard for thc fcars of
cthnic groups and their romantic, one-
great-lcap approach to indcpcndence." He
wcnt on to write"Moscow has compound-
ed the iepublic's isolarion by thc shrcwd
usc of propaganda !o raise doubE about
whcthcr thc indcpcndcncc Sovcmmcnt is
rcally dcmocratic." It is hard to bclicvc
that anyonc could considcl Moscow's
responsc to thc Lifiuanian dcclaration of
illdcpcndcnce as "shrcwd propaganda"
unless they already had a strong prejudicc
against Lithuanian national aspiralions.

Keller \\"rote: "Most legislatorc havc
bccn hosLilc or lukewarm to thc Lilhuanr-
an declaration, including membcrs of rhe

opposition Inter-Regional Dcputies
Group, \ hich has often becn allicd wilh
Baltic parliamcntariars in campaign ing
for grcater dcmocracy and cconomic plu-
raIism."

It is unfortunately undispulable that
Russian social chauvinism goes vcry dccp

into lhc modqate opposition in Russia ancl
cvcn inlo circlcs that claim to bc rc\1ru-
tionary and I\4arxisl. Kcllcr quolcd a
"dcmocratic" mcmbcr of thc CoDgrcss oI
Peoplc's Depulies, Anatdi A. Sobchiik, as
sayingi "By actioDs such as thesc, \\Iich
arc not always vcry well lhought lhrough.
thcy arc endnngcring lhc possibililics of
dcnrocratic change in thc cou rry as a

wholc."

Self-determination and
democracy

Sobchak evidcntly thought that it \},as
rhe duty of the Lithuanians to subordinatc
theirnational aspirations to the strugglc lo
dcmocratizc thc SovicL Union as a wholc.
He got things a bit backwards. Unlcss
dcmocrats in the Sovict Union as a u'holc,
and cspccially among lhc dominirnt
nationaljty, dofcnd thc right of scl[-
dclcrmination of thc oPpresscd pcoples
uncondirionally lhc)' cirnnol fighl cttcc.
tivoly for dcmocracy cvcn ofl Lhcir own
turf.

It is notablc that a! thc samc lirlrc as

Moscow cscalatcd its prcssure on LilhLla-
ria, Pravda of March 26 carricd a long
unsigncd arliclc dcnouncing the dangcrs
of political mobilizalions, so-callcd
"mitingovanie" or the proliferatior of
mass mcclings. It Save an cxamPlL'ol an

unlike.ly lcaflet, supposcdly saying:
"organizc sabotagc, arson, divcrsions, tcr-
rorist acts. Organizc mass disordcls, unau_

thorizcd mass nlectings. Dcsfoy the
mcans ofnass and govcmncnl comntuni.
cation. Dcslroy thc armed forccs. Today
cvcrything is uscful that dcslabilizcs thc
po\\,q of thc Communists; makc thc sj!ua-
tion ungovcmable."

Thc article went on to say, among other

West gives tacit
support to Moscow,s

attack on Lithuania
NEO-STALIN|STS demonstrating against Lithuanian

independence in Vilnius Marcn 27 maOelt ctear what they
expected from Gorbachev in hls new role as president of the

USSR. Ladislav Shved, second secretary of the Moscow
loyalist rump of the Lithuanian Communist pirty said that the
Kremlin chief "must protect us and defend the ionstitutional
rights of Soviet citizens in Lithuania. He shoutd take power,"

that is, administer the republic directly. This demand for direct
rule from Moscow has also been raised by neo-stalinist and

Russian social chauvinist organizations in Estonia.

GERRY FOLEY
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thinss: "Destructive forces are trying to
take-advantage of the situation that has

develooed in the country. Under the flag

of ruriring over Power to the 'self-
managed'society, they aim to seize power

by oulright undemocratic means, tluough
lhc strong pressure of mass meetinSs,
throueh calli to the use of the so-called
'rouni table,' at which representatives of
lhe qovernment and $e opposition are

supp-osed to sit down immediately."
The argument about the need not to

destabilize Gorbachev's regime led
"demodats" to vote for the Icemlin
chiefs bonapartist presidency. Even
national democnts from Estonia and Lat-
via voted for him, rePortedly in retum for
Dromises that he would negotiate with
ihcm on increased ghls lor their coun-
tries. Any democrats, espeaially national
democlats, who voted for Gorbachev
helped to forge a weaPon that was
designed for use against them. The calls
for direct presidential rule raised by the
neo-Stalinist Russian social chauvinist
organizations in the Baltic make that
absolutely clear.

Lithuanian deputles vote
against Gorbachev

The refusal of the Lithuanian deputies
ro vote for Gorbachev, even though it was
done in the name of Lithuanian indepen-
dence, was a blow to the Iegitimacy ofthe
bonapartist presidency, and as such bene-
fited all the anti-bureaucratic forces in the
USSR. Similarly, if the Latvian Supreme
Soviet majo ty sticks to its proclaimed
principlqs and denies any authoriry to
Moscow on Lithuanian teritory, that
would be a shong slap to Gorbachev's
claim to lule the whole USSR on ftebasis
of continuiry wirh rhe Sulinisr regime:
and, if it mobilized the Lithuarian people
to assert ieal independence, that would be
a matedal blow to the Stalinist state
machine.

The declaration of independence is a
direcr challenge to the political power of
the Soviet state. Moscow has [.ied to meer
it wirh various legalistic ajguments that
involve vague promises of ..sovereignry.,

after a "referendum" whose conditions
are prqsumably to be detcrmined by
Soviet bodies and aftq a..waiting period;'
of five years (according to Gennadi
Gerasimov). Fot example, leaflets
dropped from Soviet army helicopters
over Vilnius shortly after the declarition
of independence said: "Citizens of Lithua-
nia - civil righrs. The fare of rhe peoples
of Lirhuania musr be dc.ided by l}le peo_
plcs of Lirhuania. TOWARD A SOVE-
REICN LITHUANIA THROUCH A
NATIONAL REFERENDUM."

Trying to bo[ow the weapons of West_
cm parliamenrarism, the chiefs of the
Soviet bueaucracy have also tumed to
poliricians and capitalist mcdia in rhe

4xfi :?1,fl'-HT,:i":',H:;;:T"ii"#;

23 tumed to the Scottish Labour MP G'

Robefison, for his expeflise in itghting
"seDaratism" at home. The interview was

done by special correspondent A. Liulyi.
who intloduced it as follows:

"In the British Isles, where they know
about seDaratism firsl hand. ftey are tol-
lowing aitentively tlte evenls in Lithuania.
That. was whatl was told by a well-knou'n
Labour Darl iamenta an, lhe deputy min is-

ter of f&eign affairs in rhe 'shadow' cabi-

net, G. Robertson."
Liutyi then went on lo quole Robertson

as saying: "I represent Scotland in the

House of Commons.... But we in d1e

Labour Party have opposed and continue
to oppose the separation of Scotland from
ttre United Kingdom, since we consider
that today Scodand is ar insepanble part
of this courtry economicalty , socially and

cultually. Breaking up Britain is an unre-
alistic policy. Indeed, in that case, Scot-
land would be in a very wlnerable
position....In the 1970s. when separatist
moods reached their peak in Scodand, I
fought with special energy against the
extremes of separatism.

"That is why today, I would hope that
peaceful dialogue between Moscow and
Vilnius will tale place aimed at working
out constitutional fraineworks that will
make it possible ro sadsry the interests of
both countdes. Although we in the Labour
Pany hold a definite position with regard
to the constitutional bases of the incorpo-
ration of Lithuanian into lhe ussR, we do
not sress separation. A coNtitutional
reform is needed that would maximize the
possibilities fo! realizing dre p nciple of
self-detemination in the framework of
t}le exisling reali(es."

Moscow seeks support from
right and left

Pruyda apparcntly did not waflt just to
cite the suppo of poliricians of rhe "lefr."
In its March 27 issue, iI offered the opin-
ions of Bdtish and American diplomats
stationed in the Baltic in the interwar peri-
od. George Kennan's memoirs were
tapped for a description of the desolalion
of the polt of Libava. "The ciry was rhe
product of tlre mighty economic develop-
ment of Russia in the nineteenth century.',

The Soviet joumal concluded ils artu-
ment by citing the opinions of Roosevell
and Churchill. "At rhe Teheran confer-
ence, Roosevelr said, joking)y, according
to the Amedcan uanslator Ch. Bolen: ,I
know rhal Lirhuania, LaNia and Eslonia
were part of the Soviet Union in rhe Dast
and not Iong ago. And whcn Lhe Rusiian
armies again enter these republics. I am
not going lo fi8hr wil.h rhe Sovier Unior
about that," Churchill was also said ro
have agreed to the incorporation of thcse
countries inlo the USSR during the war.

Hard expedence may convince the Bal-
tic national dcmocratic leade$ fiat the
Stalinist regime is at least right about rhe
attitudes oI l'he Westem powers. Bul tllet

reluctance to accepl thal. is undcrslaflda-

ble. not only because of allergic reacllons

ro the i[gulnents of $e regime's press'

The ouesion of "legalism," lhat is fie call

for asserting formal hdepcndence on lhe

basis of the illegaliry of tIe Soviel annexa-

tion, has in fact been much debated in the

Baltic national democratic movements

For example, the electoral program of
the Estonian People's Front, as summar-

ized in the November 1989 issue of Side,

the ioumal of tlrc Estonian social dcmo-

craic pa y in exile, published in Swedcn,

criticired ue Estonian Congrcss scvcrely

for unrealistic "legalism." It might be add-

ed thar such legalistic argurncnts depend

in the last analysis on the support of ths

big Westem powe$, as the guarartors of
international law and conventions. In the

March 7 issue offieede, the Estonian liler-
ary weekly, Twme Keelam, chair of the

Estonian Congress replied to such criti-
cisms with the argument "what olher altel-
nativedo wehave."

Labour bureaucracy not
interested in national rights
The Baltic rcpublics are very small

counfiies. The Russian "democtats" secm
lukewarm allies at best. The workers
movement in dle wesr, dominated by
social democratic bueaucracies and in a

few cases by Commwrist Party-domimted
ones and in the case of the US by bureau-
crals totally subordinate to Washinglon, is
not interested in their national dghts. And
the more mdical movements have not
shown great sympathy either.

The Lithuanians havehad some solidari-
ty fiom other national democtatic move-
ments in the USSR. But the leadcls ofthe
Azeri movement, which could be key in
the present confrontation (since most of
the troops sent into Lithuada arc appar-
elldy Azeris) have tended until now ro
tal(e an attitude hostile to all Europeans.

There has been considerable contacts
and cross-fertilizatioll among the national
democratic groups, which have for the
most part followed rhe examplc of rhe Bal-
tic fronts, but no general theory of the
place of these movements i[ ihewor]d and
in history, no intemational democratic
program, They have not explained clearly
why people should suppon
lhemJegardless of their narionility
(alftough the progarn ofrhe Larvian fronl
made some important steps in thar dircc-
tion).

However, ulrimately fteir only hope of
achieving rheir objectives is to base t_icm-
selves on an inlemalional current of oph,
ion that suppo s the aspirations of all
oppressed peoples. In that rcspecr. lhc
"legalistic" position, which involvcs
retuming to the pre-1940 constitutions,
hardly models of real democracy, is no
help. Tn facr, oppressed peoples and U)or-
oughgoing democrats in gencral have a
vital slake iII the advance and victorv of
lhe national dcmocralic movenlcnls in the
Baltic counnies. ;k

lnternationel Viewpolr, #r82 a Aprlt 9, 1990
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Gorbachev: what
new presidential

lies behind the
powers?

ON MARCH 14, a speciaily
convened Congress o,
People's Deputies, by a vote
of 1,817 against 133 (61
abstentions), amended the
Soviet constitution to create a
new strong presidency. The
president will have the power
to declare martial law, to veto
Supreme Soviet decisions
(subiect to overriding by a
two thirds vote), and to
propose laws and quickly
pilot them through
parliament. The congress
then proceeded to elect
Mikhail Gorbachev to that
post by a vote of 1542 against
368 (76 abstentions). Vitalii
Korotich, liberal editor of the
mass circulation magazine
Ogonyo k, declared, only
partly in iest, that now
Gorbachev is "dictator
ollicially".,

DAVID SEPPO

T FIRST GLANCE, thcse
developments aJe perplexi[8.
S. Sergeev, Chairman of the
Congress's Constitutional
Revision Committce justifi cd

tlc changes in terms of a "paralysis of
powcr"2. But for all practical purposes,
Gorbachev already had these powers.
While the Sovict Union's [ationality
problems are often citcd to explain the
nccd for cxccprional powers, the fact is
that Gorbachev waited so long to inter-
vene against the Azerbaijani blockade of
Armenia, not bccause he lacked the pow-
cr to do so, but by his own dccision, or
indccision.

No opposition in parliament
to Azerbaiiani intervention
Once he decided to inteIvene, he did so

with speed and force and encountercd no
opposition from the Soviet parliament. As
for rhc Baltic republics, the Sovict leaders
thcnsolves have ruled out thc use offorcc
0rerc, since it would rcsolve nothing and

would have little support in the lest of
the popularion.

Another oft-mentioned reason for the
exccptional powers is the Soviet econo-
my. Of coursc, it is true that, much to the
ordinirry pcoplc's dismay and anAcr, it is
increasingly laking on a wjld weir, frcc-
booting flavor. The scandal involving the
joint state-cooperative venture ANT that
camc to light at rhe end of 1989 is rypical
ofthe Soviet economic scene today.

This firm, with over 5,000 employees
in 150 branches across the Soviet Union,
was origiflally set up to hclp the dcfence
industry in converting to civilian produc-
tion. But, as a profit-orienred enterprise,
ANT iound tlut it was much easicr and
more lucrative to purchase Soviet mili-
tary goods and materials cheap and sell
thcm abrcad, oftcn as "scrap", for hard
currcncy. ANT was caught trying lo shil)
l2 T-72 ranks and 200 lonncs of stralcgic
titanium parts across the border. In the
wako of this scandal, several high-
ranking govemment officials were fired
or givcn scvcre reprimands. Accusations
arc now being hurlcd at the Prime Minis-
ter himselF.

ANT case only tip of iceberg
The ANT case is orlly the tip of lhe ice-

bcrg of thc intensifying social process of
the fusion of the shadow economy with
the monopolistic producers of the state
scctor. But the problcm is not a lack of
govemmefltal power. For ir is thc gov
cmrnent itself that has given increascd
autonomy to enterpriscs in thcir pursuir
of "cost-accounting incomc". It is also
lhc govcmment that has largcly lcgalized
the shadow economy.

This is primitive accumulation in evuy
sensc of the term. One car arguc to what
dcgrce this is coNcious policy or stupidi-
ty, bul it has little to do with a lack of
power. Therc is no will in the govem-
mcnl Io rccrcatc strong central economic
plaming ard regulation. On the contrary,
Gorbachev has formalized and accelerat-
ed their dismantling, which was already
wcll under way under Brezhnev.

So why this wish to establish a IIew
presidential system with extraordinary
powers? A kcy to the mystcry lies in the
fact that at lcast a vcry significant part of
rhe libcral dcpurics, like Vitalii Korcrich,
support a strong prcsidcntial power.
Indced, Nikolai Shmclev, probably the
bcst-known liberal economist, not only
cndorscd the mcasurcs, but exprcsscd
fcar lhat Gorbachev would not be "bold
cnough" to usc his powers to "drastically

1. New york Titus, M.t.h 14, I990, seion A, p. 18.
2.Ibid.. March 13, 1990. s@dq A, p. 17.

3. G lmoncov, "Vse na pioda^y?", P raeitektve^-

^yi 
veshik, ao- 6, 1990, p- 4t N.|' York Tin.s , Mztch

15,1990,sdonA,p.l0.
a.Ibid.,lvlarch 13,l990, setion A, p. 17.
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increasc the roie of privatc entcrprisc in
the econom)r{.

Thcse pcople, many of whom are unit-
ed around lhc lntcrrcgional Crollp of lltc
ConSrcss, hlvc bccn posing lrs srrpcrtiint.
ocrats. It was lhcy \ 'ho callc.d for a gencr-
al strike on thc cvc of thc Sccond
Congrcss of Peoplc's Dcpurics in Novcm-
bcl to dcmand the abolilion of arriolc 6 of
the constitution. consccllrting tha pJny's
"lcaLlinS rolc". Thc dc(larrrion oI llr..ir
"Dcmocralic Action" movcmc!tt, llLb-
lished in Ogozyal. calls on all ofponcnls
of totalitarianism ro jojn thcms.

But already towards thc middlc of 1989,
somc of thc boldcr libcral inlcllcctuals
bcgan saying in public what many of thcir
collcn8ucs ltad so far drrcd lo say ('nly in
private 

- thcir narkct rcform, uhich
thcy claim is the only ccoflomic basis for
polilical dcnlocracy, cannot be inrrodLiced
through dcmocralic mcans.

"Lc!'s say our lcadcr proposcs to inlrc-
ducc lhc markct" asks )ibcral histotian
and publicisr I. Kliamkin. "Can hc do ir
with thc support of tho masscs? Cerlainly
not! OuI population would be 807o
opposod. The markct mcans the differcn-
tiation of revenues and interests. You
have to work hard to earn your living".
(Note the implicir judgement, very widc-
sprcad among rhc liberal inlc)hgcnlsia,
lhat thc workers arc opposcd to the mar-
ket bccause they are lazy and cnvious).
Thc prcblcm, continucd Kliamkin, is lhc
working class 

- 
it is socialisl, and socixl

ism's basic dcmand is cquality. Tlc
workcrs scc economic reform as a mcans
to attain social justice.

Miners strike seen as support
for reform

Thc coalmincrs strikc was unanimously
intqprotcd by official spokcspcoplc and
by joumalists as a movemcflt in suppon
of the economic reform. But cvcn without
any spccial knowledge of the workcrs'
attitudcs, dre very monotony with which
this claim was repcated was enough to
raise doubts about its validity.

Kliamkin did not participate in this cha-
radc. Yes, lhc workcrs want to nrodcmizc
economic managemcnt, hc admiltcd. But
thcy also want social justicc. For KIiam-
kin, thcsc two dcmands are incompatiblc.
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AlId so, he concludes, lhe dismanding of
the old political sauctures that are hold-
ins back the needed changes is necessary,

"riot for devcloping democracy, buL to

reinforce the power of the leader-

reformer'6.
At the Second Congress of PeoPle's

DcDulics, Yeltsin, one of the clevercst of
Ihe liberal oolilicians. attacked lhc timidi-
ty ofLhe govemrnenl's p,rogram. calling it
i comoromise belwcen lhe inleress of
lhe apparatus and the people. And.of
cowse, lhcre is a conscrvalrve opPosllron
in the apparatus. But it is fragmented and

in disarray.
The relative ease with which Gorba-

chev abolished Article 6 attests to this. In
Lhe past nine months, tle conseryatives
have besun playing with Populism, but

rcy do not have much hope of winning a

significant mass base, since thcy are dis-
credited by their past and lack a positive
program. And bcsidcs, lhey fear that a

populist movemcnt might turfl against
thcm.

wl'rr is really holding up the rcform is
lhe fear of "social explosion", which thc
prcsidcntial powc6 are dcsigncd to avefi.
This fcar is notnew.It has alrcady caused
thc rcpcalcd postpuncmenL o[ d)c |ricc
rcfolm, \r,hich is sucly the kcy elcment
of ore governmcnt's markcl rcform. A
frccing of prices would lcad to galloping
inflarion ard a drastic dcclinc in )iving
standards, hitting hardcst those 'rho can
lcast aflord it. Now this reform has bcen
announccd for I99l

Popular opposition to
large-scale private sector

Popular opposition is also the major
obstacle to the establishment of a large-
scale private sector. Hostility to the coop-
erativcs, which arc really pdvatc enter:
priscs that oflcn use hircd labour, is vcry
\r'idesprcad, In July the coalmincrs
dcmaurdcd the closurc of intcrmediary
(oofcrarives, and allcr thc suikc rhcir
workers' commitlccs procccdcd ro shut
lhcm?. Summariziflg thc rcsults of an
opinion survey ofl private property, a lib-
cral sociologist concludcd that "ptivate
propcrty in the form mosr widespread in
countrics with a markct economy has
only 25-3070 support.

"The majority, allhough nor opposcd ro
private prope y, want to keep it on a
slrictly limited scale, in strictly limited
forms ald sphercs of activity". He sug-
gestcd Lhe introduction flrst of group
foms of property, bascd upon worker
leasing, buyouts, stockholding, as a way
ofgcuing the people used to private prop-
erty, bccause "mote radical transforma-
lions are pregnanr with social explosion.
Ivlass consciousncss mighr simply be
ullablc to wiihsland such an ovcrloaLl'8.

As Kliamkin indicatcd, the major ideo-
logicai obstacle to thc inroducrion of the
markcl relaLions is the workcrs conccpt of
social jusrice. A panicular probl( nt is lhc

ooDular concept of "uneamed income",
'*tii"n in nui"lun tmnslates as "non'
labour income". Income fhat comes from
lhe emDloyment of hired labour or from
"soecuiation", that is ftom buying and

seilins without any significant new

laboui input to justify the price differ-
ence, is thus considercd uneamed.

In numerous conversations with work-
ers, even the most market-oriented
among them who say they support the lib-
emls, flrmly reject the deregulation of
Drices. "uneamed income", uncmploy_
ment, poverry, and rhe privatizalion of
basic seFices.

The miners' strike of July significantly
intonsified the fea$ of "social explosion"
amongst the govemnent and liberal intel-
Iigeltsia. Almost immediately, articles
began appeadng that raised the specter of
anarchy, bloodshed ald civil war. The
campaign succecded in no small measue
in crcarjng a mood oI anxiety and fcar,
especially amorg fte non-worker popula-
tion. The airn was lo prepare thc ground
psychologically for the "fim hand". The
mineN' sffike was, in fact, an extrcmeiy
pcaceful, organized and conscious affair,
that gave lhe lie lo lhe widcsprcad prcju-
dices of rhe workcrs being a benightcd,
dcclass6, and fascistic mass.

But tlris only made them more lrightcn-
ing, bccausc such a class could not be dis-
amcd by manipulaLion and divisive
manocuvres. Most of all the slrike
showed, as Kliamkin admitted, that the
unremitting libqal ideological barage
dtcclcd at thc working class over thc past
thre€ years had only been supeificially
effective in "freeing the workem of their
outdated stereotypes", or in other words
dislodging their socialist values and atti-
tudes.

Gorbachev seeks new base
of legitimacy

If the new presidc ial powers are not
in thcmselves really new, they should be
seen as part of an operarion to give Gor-
bachev a ncw basis of legitimacy. It is not
a coiflcidence that the same scssion that
voted for a presidcntial system also abol-
ished article 6 of the constitution. The
prcsidcntial system is designed to legiti-
mize the use of state power to push
LhJOUgh tle governmcn{ s economic
rcform.

Corbachev wants to shifl the basis of
his leSitimacy away from Lhe pany. For
not only has the party's legitimacy been
severely eroded, bur it is based upon
socialist ideology that is foreign to Gor-
bachev's reform. As prcsident, Corba-
chev can claim a "democratic mandate"
(although the Congress that created the
presidency is far ftom being a democratic
body. Only two thirds of irs members
were elected by universal suffrage and
this in a one-party context).

Of couse, Gorbachev also wanls to
free himsclffrom lhe conservatives in the

Dartv aDDaratus. The state's rehabililation
'and'enibracing of the Russian church -
priests are now teaching religion in some

schools - is part of the siune operatlon'

Latelv Yeltsin, who always has his nose

ro thi political wind, has even been loy-

ins wiih Russian nalionalism, which so

fai has becn thc domain of lhe conserva-

tivese.

Temporary ban on strikes
sought

The presidential powers should be seen

in lhe aonlcxt of Corbachev's atlempt in
October 1989 to bafl stdkes for 15

months. The Supreme Soviet a$eed to do
this in thc basic exLJaclive sectors. in
energy, transport, chemicals and metallw-
gy. This came ght after the SuPrcme

Soviet effectively froze wages in all
branches of heavy industry.

At the same time, it enacted a law on
"rcsolving labow conflicts" which work-
ers see as a law on "how not to strikc".
The govcrnment will soon prcsent a ncw
draft law on the state enterprise that will
rcscind mosl of the broad dcmocralic
poweE given by the 1987 law to the
worker collectives, including their right
to elcct managqs (although, it should be
added, these self-management rigllts havo
been realized in very few cases).

This is in sharp contrast to Gorbachev's
original position three yea$ ago, when he
stated that "the well-being of lhe worker
will dcpcnd on the abililies of the manag-
ers. The workers, should, thercfore, have
real means of influencing lhe choice of
dfuecfor and controlling his activity"lo.
This reflecls the Bovemment's realizarion
that its market reform and self-
management are incompatible. Worker
power, even limited to the enterprise lcv-
el, would bc a major obstacle to factory
closures, layofls and rhe artcmpr to lie
wagcs to entelprise proliG.

Gorbachev has armounced 0rat he
intcnds to use his presidentiat powers to
move swiltly ahead with lhc e4onomic
refomr. This should help Sovict workers
in dcciding whcrher lheir dcclining social
siruation - the inflarion, scarcities, and
the sprcading corruption 

- 
is the result

of not enough reform, as thc govemmcnt
and libcrals have beell arguing, or lhe
result of the reform itself. The moment of
political truth is fast approaching in rhc
Soviet Union. Whatever its final out-
come, it will ar last clearly draw the polir-
ical lines and dispel any iuusions rhar
remain among Sovict worken about who
their rcal fricnds are and v,h^t p.rcstro;ka
from above is really abour. *
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