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GULF CRIS'S / HAITI

Mobilize to stop
the war!

BEFOBE this issue ol lntemation-
al Viewpoint rerches our rsaders, a

lerrible war may be unl€ashod in lhs
Middla East- The combinalion of

impsrialist threats to launch a war
against Arab nationalism and lhe

threats ofthe Soviet bursaucracy to
c1ush th€ national movomenls in lho
Baltic is rsminisconl ol 1956, when
lhe Anglo-French invasion of Egypt

ollered the Kr€mlin ths cover to
smash the Hungarian rsvolution. ll

is another 16mindsr ot ths conni-
vanc€ betweon the Stalinist bureau-

cracy and lh€ imperialists.
What is diflerent today lrom 1956,

and otfers grounds loroptimism, is
the str6ngth ol anliwarlesling in tho
main imperialist power, ths United
Statss, and th6 alrsady very wide-
sprsad rebellion againstths rule ol
ths bursaucracy in lho USSR. lt is
peculiarto hear commsntators say
that Bush has lhs popular backing
he needs to launch a war bscauso

the polls show that 60% ol the popu-
lation support him. ln every other

major war in which the US has
b€come involv€d, the initial support
has been ovenvhelming. Oppongnls
have be€n a tiny perseculed minori-

ty.
Today, oven belor€ lhe lkst Ameri-

can soldier has bssn killed in aclion,
th€ otticial m6dia hav€ to admit that

almost hallihe US people are
oppossd to war, and, correspond-
ingly, lhat doubts about ths opra-

tion run desp in the polilical
€stablishmenl itsell. Ths antiwar

movsm6nt in lhs imperialist coun-
trios, and espocially in lhe United
States, has becoms, potentially al
least, a sod of n6w world power.

The political relationship ol forcos
has shiflgd in an important way in
lavor olth€ mass anliwar mov6-
m6nt. Ths rssponsibiliti€s ol th6

principled anti-imperialist, socialist
and democralic forc€s thal alons
ar6 capable ol giving imP€tusto

mass mobilizations againslth€ war
have increased in th€ s:lme msas-

ure.
It is ess€ntial that overy Possible

etlorl b€ made lo assure ths suc'
cess ol the upcoming demonstra-

tions against tho warthat lhs
impsrialisls are so clearly detsr-

mined to wage. Ths nsxtl€w wseks
could shaps lhe possibilitiss lor the

strugglss olths oppresssd and
exploilsd throughout the world tor

many years. *

After the
"aYalassett

,l[JffiflJ *":r',*"*
ll*mT;r*trytH,;
on January 7. He cvoked in lhe catlrcdral
for all tlre world to hear the specue of a

This was a chanSe of the by the USA.
In 1987 they worked behind the scenes
with the army and the Duvali€rists who

Fevent€d by violence the holdin8 of
elections on November 29 of that yqr.
The reality is lhat the USA have reolized
that their previous strategy had failed.
They had belicved that Celr€ral Namphy,
and thetr his successor, Prcsper Avril,
would follow US orders and would one
day be rcady to give up pow€r to civil-
ians when the US commanded it (se€ /y
r8l, March 26, r99O).

However the post-Duvalier generals
rapidly e,scap€d American cotruol, and
the situation revened to lhat of the \roFt
p€riods of Duvalierisrn, leading Haiti
into a permanent crisis. The Americans
thus felt obliged to get rid of these men
who were becoming a danger to their
i etesis.

When Fr. Adstide first put himself for-
ward as a candidate on October 18, 1990,
the CIA thought of geuing rid of him at
onc€. But the Fflbassy rapidly und€r-
stood that Aristide enjoyed irnmense
popular suppon and that any atrempt lo
oppose him by force would sel the coun-
Ey ablaze.

The US have now decided !o try to trtln
the situation crEated by Aristide's elec-
tion to their advantage. They lglow that
they have many instruments to hand,
staning with the amy, while Aristide, as

ncw dictatorship. asking "if the new
l€ftwing orientation might not lead
Haiti to put on the old Bolshevik
clothes cast offby the E{st Ellrope3n
countdes."

These musings chimed in with
those of the fom€r boss of Ihe Ton-
ton Macoutes [tsror gangs of the for-
mer dictelors, the Duvali€rsl, Rog€r
Lafont nt, who stated: "w€ wiu nev€r
leave the country in the hands of
qorununists."

A piest defmed the significance of
such rEmarks as 'qeettal hand ge-
nades, comparable to the one which
kiUed sev€n people on D€cember 5"
dudng s merting ad(lress€d by Fr.
Aristide. Ir is ftus no suprise thar the
seat of the bisltops' conf€rence and
the rcsidenc€ of the papal r€g€s€nta-
tive were attacked by angry demon-
strarors re$onding ro Lafontrnas
coup d'6tat on January 7.

Lafontant's s€izue of the National
Palace $,ith a snall SrouP of anned
soldiers and civilials was a gamble.
He declar€d that the aImY and Police
were with him.

In f8ct, however, the army chiefs
denounced the ptrsch urd surroundod
the Narional Palace, a(esling Lafon-
tant after 8 trief sEugSle. Meanwhile,
0le USA had also denounced thc
sttempted couP rnd bardcades were
being erect€d in the caPitrl. Joumal-
isls talked about districts "in a state

of insurrection." 3
January 21 , 1 991 a *18 tnlemrtlott,l VbwPolnt

MORE than one Haltlan
blshop had to eat hls mltre on
December 16,1990 when thelr
number 1 enemy, Father
Jean-Bertrand Arlstlde, was
elected presldent ot the
republlc wlth nea?lyTOYc ol
the votes. Marc Bazln, the
candldate of lmperlallsm,
who also had the support ot
the malorlty of the blshops,
got a mere 15c6.

ARTHUR MAHON
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Fesident, has few powers, and thg net-
work of popular organizarions is weak. It
will be very hard for him to implement
significant refoms, so tlle e is a risk of
popular disillusionment.

Futhernorc, during the election cam-
paign the most enlightened sectors of the
bourgeoisie understood thar it was in heir
interests to suppon Aristide ro stabilize
&e situation with a view to neuralizing
him a! a Iarq date. Rarhq rhan dt€ctly
confionting Aristide, the USA is Eying ro
control him, ard, if rhis Foves impossi-
ble, to wair for rhe populadon to be demo.
ralized before acring, But none of these
calculations take inlo account the "ava-
lasse" (creole word for an "avalanche' of
mud), rhe popdar ridal wave, btouShr
about by Arisride's campaign. It is lhis
which defeated the attempts at elecloral
fraud (see box) olchestrated on election
day by the Am€rican embassy, aimed at
ensudng at the ve[y least ahat Aristide
would not be elected on the first rolmd.

4

Malorlty ol army remalns
Duvallerlst

It was lhe popular "avalasse" also
which was the key ro ole faitue of Lafon-
tant's coup, sinc€ it dissuaded lhe army,
rhe majoriry of which is still Duvalierisr,
ftom rallying behind lhe pu$ch. As soon
as rhe news of lafotrtant's aclion was out,
people poured into the streets of Port-au-
Prhce and the Frovincial towrue and self-
defglrce begal to be organized. It is also
possible that, by blocking the road to tlte
airport, the popular mobilization prevent-
ed the army aom allowing hfontant to
leave the country.

The mass media have b€en emphasizing
the role of the "loyalist" army in resolv-
ing the crisis. But they are forgerting Ihar
this very army has been protecting LafoIl-
lant since his ren[n to lhe counEy in July
1990, ren$ing to arest him, as ordered
by tho Justice Minister. At that rime tlrc
head of the .my, G€neral Abraharn,
ralked of a 'Judicial imbroglio". And the
army has allowed Lafontart [o constnrcr a
stronghold in Port-au-Princa where he
w8s able to assemble heavy arms and pre-
pale his putsch. It was this bunker thaa the
population look with fieir barc hands on
January 7.

l,afontant's altempt is a serious wam_
ing. It has once more been shown that a.ll
that is needed to seize the National palace
is a small group of armed men. What
might happen when Fr. Arisride is resi_
dent thcre? Clearly, he cannot entrust his
safery. to the army. Elected by the popular
maJonry, he musr be defended by therr.
Thus the key task is the construcrion of an
armed popular mititia,

As prcsident elecr Arisr.ide has made
several declar.ations that will sow iuu-
sions, notably in l'he army, whjch is now
lxymg to polish up its image to allow il to
play a Ilew political role in rhe future. Orl
the other hand, the new Fesident has also

lntematlonel Vbwporrr, #ig8 a January 21, .199i

sormded . militrnt note. In his victory
address he pointed the way: "form stsong
commiEees in the disnics, srong vigi-
lanc€ brigades and strong clein-up bri-
8ades. Link up the organizations ill the

towns with the rest of the country. In rhis
way there will be an avalanche of organi-
zatiqns, the flesh, blood, and bones of
Haiti. Without this rhe country will be an
empry bag." tt

Gorbachev threatens
militany erackdown

AS WE GO TO PRESS, a Kremiln rape oI Ltthuanla seems to
be a growlng posslblllty. The tmpilctt threat by the chtef ot the
Stallnlst bureaucracy, Gorbachev, to lmpose presldentlal rule
lf the Llthuanlan government falls to repeal laws he @nslders
to conlllct wlth the Sovlet consfltutlon dtrecily, contradlcts the
prlnclples on whlch the Sovlet Unlon was founded.

An open mllltary attack almed at crushlng the democra c
dghts and asplratlons ol the Llthuanlan and other peoples
sublected to natlonal oppresslon by the Stallnlst bureiucrailc
state could mark a parorysm of the crlsls of bureaucra c rule.
The apparently real threat of such an eventuallty ls a remlnder
that at some polnt, perhaps very soon, the breakdown of
bureaucratlc rule has elther to go fon yard to a democratlc
revolutlon or backward to terror.

GEBBY FOLEY

Bfu.Hfl*#$*fr
confionhrionist tactics against the mass
movements op,posing the auftority of fte
bureaucratic state-

After I promise &om General Moiseev
thal the ab@dy larye military garrisons
in the Baltic, e,specially in Larvia (where
servicemen account for I 5% of the popu-
Iarion), would no[ be i".r"r"a. rf,J Crr-
bachev regioe setlt in roops, ost€nsibly
io rowd up yourhs failing to report for
military service. In fact, Moiseev-himself
(see below) joined wift a goup of nolo_
flous re{ctrollaries to call for a general
crackdown-

This rcson to press gangs was swpet_
ened wirh a prcmise by deputy Sovier
detense mini\rer Vladislav Achalov that
draft evaders and des€rters would not be
proseculed and thar they ,.will be able ro
do the r€st of theL mililary service on the
territory of 0le rcpublic," The USSR
defense minisr€r, Dmir-i yazov, clairned
that the roundlps of youfis reftEing to
s€rve rn the amed forces would not
involve bringing in exEa tsoops, exc€pr

in Lirhuania.
Reportedly, Mois€ev explicirly plom-

ised l}lc Eslonian premi€r, Edgar Savisaar,
that he would not send p8rdEoop rcin-
forcements into Estonia. But the Kremlin
has already gone back on a prcmise not to
send more troops inlo ary of 0le Baldc
couttries. Since its declaration of inde-
pendenc.e in March, Lithuania has
remained in the forcftont of Ihe confronta-
tion, and the Soviet operations there are
likely to be thc test.

Soviet military forces surrounded the
Lithuanian parliame on January 9,
although rhey withdrew rhe following
day. At the same time, there was a mobili-
zation by local Unionists demandine the
impositior of direcr mle by GorbachJv.

This sc€nario, similar to one stased in
Estonia lasr spring, has created feai of a
coup d'6hl Akeady or December 2l . the
official Soviet news agency TASS had
rcported har Soviet tsoops were pauolling
the- streets of Klaipeda, Lihuanii's majoi
Baltic sea port, checking the papers of
pass€rs-by and arresling those who
refused to c4op€rate.

. 
Such Soviet military acdviry in Klaipe-

da is €sp€cially ominous. Shce this;iry
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was taken from C€rrnany and incorporat-
ed hto Lithuania by the USSR, Kremlin
officials have threatened that it would be
taken away from LiIhuania, if that coun-
Ey insists on ind€pendeflce.

Like the Estonian leadeGhip at the
time, Lithuanim president Landsbergis
issued appeals io the populatiofl to defend
the govenunerl In lhis context, a govgrn-
mental crisis developed in Lithuania,
leading to the resiSnation of the premier,
Kazimiera Prunskiene and her cabinet

Fomally, fte government fell ovet the
question of raising the plices of consum€r
goods. The rejection of this mqsure by
the radical nationalists was prese ed in
the intemational press as a conccssion !o
Communist party "hadliners" (whatever
that might mean).

It is Eue l}rat Pravda legularly critic2es
the lational-democratic gov€mm€nts for
such measures, although the Soviet cen-
tral authorities propose exactly Ihe same
rhing, if not worse. But the r+ect the cap
italist press has missed, pelhaps because
it shares their attinrdes, is that Prunskiene
is the hercine of all lhe opportunists and
capinrlationists in Lithuada, as well as of
the false friends of "fre€dom" in the
We'st.

"The camp of the re3lisric plo-
independence forr€s has thus suf-
fered a stinging defeat that could
presage a s€rious worsening of the
situation, if the 'ultras,' who look
rather to Landsbergis, triumph com-
pletely."

Therc is in fact I major conEadic-
tion between thc aspimtions of the
nadoml-denocmtic forcas and their
adherence to Gorbachev's market
progam. Any uncoltolled op€ra-
tion of the market, ei*ler lhe intema-
tional malket or the market in [le
territories of lhe Soviet Uniol,
would subject small natiois io lhe
domination of forces beyond their
control.

Moreover, the "privatization of fte
nomenklatura" lhat has bgen under-
way for some time shows that the
bureaucracy is quite ablg to use
direct capitalist metrcds to prcserve
its position. In Uthuania itself, the
independent Communist Party,
which operates ds facto as a stalking
horse for the KrEmlin, Eojests the
idea that with a miuket nobody
needs to worry any more about
bweaucrars. (See "How to Fight the
Nomenklatua," $ Inlernational
Viavpoi^r, No. 195, Novernber 26,
1990)-
In Estonia, the national demoqatic

miliou has alrcady become divided over
the perestroika *al,omic Program being
applied by the gov€rrxn€{rt of the econo-
misr Edgar Savisaar. (Ses "I\,tultiplying
contradictions reflected in Soviel Ptess,"
inIY No 1q2, October t5, l99O).

?aArrr\.-

Failure of "moderate"
strategy

She is the incamation of "moderation,"
as opposed to the mdicalism of Landsber-
gis and the intransigent wing of the Lilhu-
anian nadonalist movement, Sajudis- It
was she who ppssed for a moratorium on
rhe Lithuaniarl declaration of indepen-
dence to favor negotiations with Gofta-
chev. And she got a clear rebuff from the

Soviet chief just before lhe fall of her
govemment. Pmnskiene was a commu-
nist Party leader until quite recently, and

so compromised by this association that
her political future was threatercd by
Door electoral re'sults.' 

She is presented as a realisl by the inde-
rrendent Lil.huanian CP and the free-

lrnt..pri".r daily Respublib, *hile
landsbergis is ponrayed as a romantic. A
similar picmre has been given by the

Westem capilalist press. Thus, the sug-

eestion in the capitalist Press that it was

iarionaliss of the likqs of Landsbergis
who tluew poor Prunskiene to the Stalin-
ist wolves is pletty Peculiar.

LibCraiot;s correspondent Piefle

Briancon s€emed to express more honest-

lv whit the concem of mling circles in fte
\i/est actuallv is: "of course. the pro-

indeoendence authorities serm to be giv-

ine the Kremlin every pretext. The politi-
ci inexperience, the verbal bluffs and

sometim;s confusion displayed by the

Drcsident and parliament ir Vilnius many
'tir"r. or", niarlY a Year, have found a

new iUusttation with the fall of the gov-

ernment of Kazimiera Prunskiene' guilty

in the deputies' eye.s of trying to refloal
theeconomy with bi8 Price rises.

Bulldup of neo-Stallnlst
offenslve

The most ominous thing about lhe
rnesent Kremlin crackdoqn is that fiere
iras been a long buildup ro it. The Foutlh
Session of the Soviet Congess of Peo-

DIe's DeDuties was ntarked by a neo-
'Suirlitt Unionitt oftcnsive and by an

oDen shift of Corbachev in lhat direction.
In is meeting on Deccmber 15 to assess

its position on the ul)coming Congess
session, the Unionist caucus, Soyuz' took
a noublv friendlicr aEinrde to Gorta-
chev. in view of his offensive againsl lhe
"s€Daratists,"

Fiftv rluce-souiet officials and USSR

Conercss deputies called on Cotbachev

to diclare a itate of em€rgency and rule
bv decree in areas whcre $€re were "big
c6nflicts." They included the chief of rhe

Soviet General Stalf, Mixiail Moiseevi
the t-eningad party chief' Boris Gidas-

oov: the liurea'te of ne!-Stalhism, Jurii
bondarev; and lhe prince of l}le church'

Alekseitr. patriarch of All lhe Russias'
The statemcnt said: "We are being

dreatenod by a fata.l dictatorship of Per-
sonalities. mlrciless in t}leir aim of ruling
over the territoly, resources, intellectual
weelth and labor force of the counEy

whose name is the USSR. we propose
carrying out immediate measures agairut
separatism, subversive anti-Sovemment
activity, provocation, inter-ethnic con-
flict, usin8 the laws, the pow€rs accorded
to you and the deterrninalion of the 8ov-
errunent sEuctures to carry out the will of
the people and your will as Presidenl...
You will be supponed by 0te leaders of
world politics, who do not fcnr the USSR
as a totalitarian superstate but do fear the
splining up of a colossus whose collaPse
will destabilize the world,"

This waminS against dictato6hip
issu€d by a sinister gang of generals and

neo-stalinist Mandarins, including the

"Datriarch of all $e Russias," coEesponds
t6 rhe b,reattrtakingty hypocritical line of
the burerucracy (including the so-called
indeoendent reDublican CPs) urat rmder
oeristroika the lhreat of dictatorship and
'er,€n totalitarianism comes ftom the mass

movements. in particular the national
dernocmtic ones.

Shevardnadze warns ol
dlctatorshlP

In his unexpecled sp€ech of rcsiSnation

as foreign ministq during fie Congess,
Eduard Shevardnadze said: "A dictator'
shiD is coming, I say this in all oPenness'

No one knowi what sort of a diclatorship
it will b€ and who will be the dictator' and

what son of order there will be."
Most of his evocations dealt with neo-

Stalinisls grcwing more aggressive. The

leader of the Soyuz caucus, Colonel vil-
ror Alksnis (who, for all his "Bolshevik"
phases sounds like a tyPical Ulster 5
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Anglo-Irish military officer), publicly
exprqssed joy at Shevardnadze's resigna-
tion.

As the same time as the Congress of
People's Depuries, the ktvian public
prosecutq d[eatened to pre.ss charges
against the Popular Fro for evokinS the
possibility of civil disobedieoce if
demands for removal of Soviet ttoops
were not mel On December 17, small
bombs went off ne3r the offices of the
Latvian (Fo-Moscow) CP, the military
prcsecutor's office and a monument to
Lenin.

A htvian army oflicer said on TV that
the bombings had been carried out by
nationalists trying to provoke the army
into "interfering in Latvia's intemal
affai$."

But Popula! Front and Latvian govom-
ment tepresentatives said that the bomb-
ings had all the hallnarks of a campaign
by "enemies of the Latvian pelple"
desigled to pEpare the climate for a
Soviet military crackdown.

On December 18, General Pelr Chaus,
commander of the Balric military districr,
wamed the local autiorilies against push-
ing the army '1o extreme measurqs." In
November, lhe Latvian Supreme Soviet
ordered the mu cipaliries b stop provid-
ing supplies and social services to the
Soviet armed forces.

8% of drrftce,s actually hmed up to
sewe. On Decernber 18, Ihe deputy chief
of the Soviet general staff, G gorii Kriv-
osheev, said that the draft was being
'lracticaly jgnored in Armenia", and
that only 25% of 0lose eligible for the
&aft had be€n conscripted.

The hrviaJr parliament made another
apped ofl January 9 !o draflees to re,rcr
forred co[scription into the Soviet amy.
At the same rime, it called on the wqrld
and on the USSR supreme Soviet to "stop
lhe agglcssion of the Soviet minister of
defense." The Lalian Popular &ont had
akeady discussed l}re possibiliry of goirg
unde.rground in the event of a Soviet mili-
tary qackdo\r.n.

Armed force agalnst elected
governments

On rhe foltowing day, the Latviar pre-
mier. Ivars Godmanis, waned pubiicly
that Gorbachev might soon use the armed
lorces to depose rhe elected Baltic parlia-
ments and goveinments. Godmanis said
he expected no support hom the US or
Wesr Euope if the USSR used milirary
force against the Baltic DeoDles.

, The Sovie! military ij als'o unpopular in
Latvia becausc its bases are higtrly pollut-
ing. In Dccember fte state arbi-raton
au0lority heavily fined the army forces
for polluring lhe Balric Sea wiih phos-
phorus. Moscow, moreover, has reiused
to allow thg Latvians to close the Skoka
Cellulose and pulp plant, which is nolori-
ous tor polluting the Daugava, the river
U,lat flows rlu.ough RiBa.

The confrontation in Lithuania was pre-
ceded by one in Latvia, where the Soviet
mililary seized the main prinring planl, on
lle goun-as rhar ir belonged ro 

-Oe 
pro_

M_oscow faction of rhe spiintered Latvian
CP, Ir is srriling l}lar in a.ll rhese confron_
lations the flashpoints are the same as
rhose in fte crisis that followed rhe Lirhu_
anian 

-dccjaralion of independence _
control ol so.called Communisr paflv

lT.ryry (il realiry srare Fopeny l;whrch rie dissodircd ana sptinr&eO Ces
no.longer- have l}le slighlest Iegitimate
clarm) and.rhe question of forcing local

_ youn€ people lo servc in the Soviet army.

6 *ll^,'J,""'H'jf; *,rTll*i; gaj ;li

Estonlan call ,or clvll
dlsobedlence

Or Dec€tnbe! 18, by a vote of 51 to 15
with seven abstentions, the Esto an
SuFerne Soviet passed a resolution call-
ing for civil disobodiencr if the Kremlin
us€d military force to suppless the demo-
cratic rights of the Esonian pe.ple. Ir
said that if "&e USSR...tries to obsEuct
the ap,plication of the Republic of Esro-
nia's laws and state authority with the use
of force, lhe first prioriry is the preserva-
tion of the Esronian people. This
excludes lhe use of force as a means of
resistance-"

Radio Riga repofied on December 17,
lhat 1,002,829 people in latvia had
signed a petiriol opposing signaMe of
Gorbachev's new tseaty of Union. The
total popdariol of latvia is about
2,681,000, of whorn 53.7% per c€nr are
ethrically Larvian.

On Decernber 21, 500 military officets
mel in Riga to folm &e Union of Service_
men in the Balric. One of its leadeE,
Major Lronid Alyoshin, said thar Dresi_
dential nde should be in$iruted noi o,nly
in Larvia- "It should be inEoduc€d ail
over lhe Sovict Union."

The appeal issued by Uis meetine said
thar if presidenrial rule poved iniffec_
uve, a state ol emergency shoutd be inEo_
duc€d throughout the USSR. Ir also
declarcd lhal if the USSR Congess of
People's Deputes failed to act 16 assure
political stabitiry, rhe army would have ro
adopt "all measures, including exrraordi_
nary ones, in order to prole4l fte soldieN.
nghrs and hurna[ dilcrirv."

There is an exmm"ely'he3vy concenu-d-
[on ol milirary in Riga, he Latvian cap!
tal. This ciry is a major pon, and it is also
a-favorite rclirement haven for Soviet
ollicers. Sovre! millary personnel have
conslderable weight in rhe popularion in
Dorn Latvia and Estonia, where the origi-
nal nadonalitres have precarious maiori_
Ies_ _(tn Estonia, Estonians make up
64.7% of he populalion). About a fourur
o[ I]e prc-Moscow Latvian Communist
Party is estinrated ro be Soviel military
olhcers.

The incrcare of pressure by the Soviet

auhorilie,s i[ thc Baltic follows a burau-
cratic counteroffensive in Ukraine,
ma*ed in panicular by the jailing of lhe
Ukrainian national democratic leader Ste-
pan Khman" The Soviet OEeats ilr the
Baldc have obliged Westerfl govedrments
at least to raise some formal protests
about thc violation of the dghts of rhe
Baldc peoples. But very litde has yer
been said about Klunara. Nonetheless, it
is the labor atrd left moveme &om
which the leest has been heard about
these violatioN of human rights.

In lhe pas! important carnpaigs have
been mounted by left force! in rhe West
to defend victims of political repre,ssion
in the Soviet Union. It is imnic ftat there
arc so few now when the Gorbachev gov-
emment is extremely vuherable to inter-
national pressure.

Staternents and policie.s that seem ant!
Communisr should be less off-puning
now lhan similar statements by viciims of
Stalinist repEssion before. The polirics of
the mass national democratic movements
are very confrrs€dr but a rostoEtion of
capitalism is i[ contradiction to their
objecrive inrerests. This has abeadv be.en
shown in a number of ways (the ipeech
by t}le Lrkainian leader Ivan Dractr pub_
lished in abridged fotm n Internarional
Viewpoin!,No. 196, D€cember 10, 1990,
ls a rcaent example.)

Solldarlty of the oppressed
naflonalliles

The Baltic fiolts have shown an inter-
est in.suppon &om all quaners, including
lhe Wqslem left and rcvblutonary nation_
allst movements. Under he pressure of
the Kremlin [uEats, the nati6nal libera-
tlon movemens in lhe USSR took a tum
toward a Ierspective of solidarity among
oppless€d peoples durinS fte crisis lol-
Iowrng the Liftuanian declaralion ofinde-
pendence.

. It is-obvious tiat their perspectives will
De dtected by the son of sympathy and
srrppon tnat Ihey ger. Now is the time forlhe[ true friends lo ma]e themselves
Known. X
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