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LEBANON WAR ANNOUNCES RISE OF
EXPLOSIVE CRISES IN MIDDLE EAST

Rebuilding Solidarnosc: A Dossier
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Halt lsraeli aggression!

The following ststernent uos issued
June 13 by the Bureau of the United Se-
cretariat of the Fourth Intemationol.

The Zionist state has unleashed a
new war of aggression against Irbanon
aimed at crushing the Palestinian resis-
tance. Begin and Sharon have not hesi-
tated to resort to the most powerful
means of destruction and the most cri-
minal methods. They have savagely at-
tacked and bombed Palestinians and Le.
banese without making any distinction
between civilian and military targets.

This war has already claimed thou.
sands upon thousands of victims, and the
cost mounts every day, Hundreds of
thousands of people have had to abandon
their home6 and jobs to swell the already
enormous mass of refugees. I\ilaterial des,
truetion has been vast in both the cities
and countryside. Palestinian targets have
been hit $,ith unprecedented violence by
an army that, according to Begin and
Sharon's plan, is supposed to impose a
"final solutioir."

The Israeli attack was long pre.
meditated. They were only waiting for a
favorable occasion to unleash it. In 19?8,
Israel launched a similar operation, which
by hindEight seems to have been a dress
rcheaBal for the present one. At that
time, the Palestinian resistance was able
to maiutain the bulk of its positions, and
they were uot breached either by the
smaller$cale operations that ensued.

Thus the probtem that the Palestin-
ian resistance poses for the Zionists con-
tinued to edst on the military level also.
D€spite the admntages the Zionists
gained as a result of the Camp Dsvid
agreements, this question was not solved
politicauy. I'hat was what the Zionist
establishment could not accept.

Another caus€ of concem for the
Aonist leaders was the evolution of the
situation in the oceupied terdtodes, most
of aU the upsurge on the West Bank,
where the Zionists were confronted with
growing mass opposition, and the deter-
mined Etruggle of the Golan Arabs who
haye remained on a protest strike for
months.

The rise of the AIab masses was
all the mor€ worrying because it was
haying an impact on layers of the Israeli
population itself, as shown by the March
27 demon8trstion in Tel Aviv. The ef-
fects of the economic stiuation wete also
also a serious pressur€. For the fitst time,
the standard of living of the Israeli masses
fell. In such s context, ther€ vas a grow-

ing feeling of insecurity and pessimism
about the future, an increasing awareness
that the country was caught in a blind
alley.

To meet theEe prcblems, Begin
needed to pull off some spectacular
stroke that could create a nes, situation,
and lend some solidity to his propaganda
about "a new 1948," that is the opening
up of a new phase of grorrth for the Is.
raeli state.

The main objective of the military
offensive was to de6,l the PLO the hardest
blow in its history and thereby deal a po-
litical setback to the mass resistance in
the occupied territories.

At the same time, Begin sought to
weaken Syria both militarily and polici-
cally and force it to withdraw from Le-
banon, This would prepare the way for a
rcstructuring of the Lebanese state,
"freed" from Palestinian influence, which
would be handed over to the most con-
seryative and reaetionary forces, those
elements prepared to accept a "Pax l$ae-
liana" under the tutelage of imperialism.
It would mean a shift in the balance of
forces between the AIab states as a whote
and Israel in favor of the latter.

B€gin thought that there were a
number of favorable conditions for laun-
ching this operatlon now. They included
the prclonged neutralization of Egypt re-
sulting from the Camp David agreements;
the breakdowu of the Leganese state;
the weakening of the L€banese left; the
impossibility of any action by the Iraqis;
and the intemal problems of the Sydan
re$me, which made it unable to run the
risk of a major military confmntation.

Begin knew Yery well that the Ame.
dcan imperialists would make only for-
mal objections, since they also have an
interest in seeing the PLO crushed, Syria
weakened, and Israel strengthened. He
knew also that the West European bour.
geoisles would not do anything concrcte
to stop him.

Begin wanted as well to show that
the Israeli state iB not comparable to the
shah's lran, that it had a considerable mi.
litary strength, great political cohesive-
ness and represented the only solid under-
pinning for a counterrerolutionary stra-
tegy in the region.

His calculations proyed conect,
The U.S. even opposed the adoption of a
resolution condemning the attack in the
United States. The West European states,
including "sociallst" Ftance, did nothing
more than issue condemnations as empty
a8 they were hypocdtical. I'he USSR

maneuveted behind the scenes, intercsted
mainly in rescuing its ally in Damascus.
It has not in any way come to the aid of
the Palestinian resistance. The U.N. force
in no respect fulfitted its assigned task of
serving as a buffer,

The Arab Dissuasion Force-in ef-
fect, the Syrian almy--did everything pos-
sible to avoid fighting. The Arab states
remained passive.

Within Israel itseu, the Iabor op.
position gave btank<heck approwl to the
aggression, and the antiw& demonstm-
tions drew only a few hundreds of parti-
cipants, who were brutally attacked by
advocates of Jewish natio[al unitv.

The ceasefire agreement concluded
separately between Israel and Syria was
promoted by the U.S., which feared that
Begin woutd go too far aud touch off up-
sets in the rcgion whose consequences
could not be predicted. Iran,s decision to
send forces to aid the Palestinian resis-
tance was the filst alarm signal,

The PLO regarded the initial cease-
fire as a betrayal, another indication that
the Syrian regime was much more con-
cemed with its own fate than the vital in-
terests of the Palestinisn people. Under
the pressure of this maneuver, it in turn
accepted a ceasefire, which seems ex-
tremely precarious. Begin has already
violated it seyeral times and undoubtedty
q,ill violate it any time he thinks that he
has something to gain,

The successes scored in Israel's new
blitzkfieg make it possible for the Zionist
state to base itself on a position of
strength in the negotiations now going
on, and which will continue in an intense
way, regardless of the yici$situdes of the
military confrontatioo.

Begin wiU be able to count on sub-
stantial aid ftom the imperialists and on
the more or less direct complicity of the
reactionary forces in the region.

Nonetheless, the Zionist leadeE'
hope of opening a new phase in the his-
tory of their state and its domination in
the rcgion are in great danger of being
dashed. The main objective of the war
was not achieved. The PLO suffered very
severe blows, lost positions, had to accept
very painful losses, but the Israelis could
not destroy it.

The PLO guerrillas fought and con"
tinue to fight heroically, and their cente$
of resistance have not been eliminated
eYen in the cities subjected to the
enemy's worst attacks.
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lhe hesitation that Begin began to
show as soon as his anny reached the out'
skirts of Beirut in itself rcveals the blind
alley in which Ismel remains caught.

In the Lebanese capital and its sub'
urbs, there ale about two hundred thou-
sand Palestinians who are determined to
defend themselves to the last. To crush
the Palestinian resistance and its organi-
zation, the PLO, which is not a "gang of
terorists," but the expression of the na'
tional aspirations of a people fighting for
independence and suryival, the Zionists
would have to unleash a massacre border-
ing on genocide. And after that they
would have to envisage massive popula-
tioo tmnsfeIs toward uncertain destina-
tions.

Morcover, the Lebanese reactionary
forces, which have not overcome their
own divisions, are scarcely in a position
to impose a strong regime of any stability
whatever.

Building a puppet Arab militia like
that led by Haddad in the southern Lega-
non border area is possible only in a limi-
ted and rclatiyely thinly populated area.
In any case, such an operation could not
make it possible to avoid the costs of a
prolonged inte ention of the Islaeli
armed forces.

The internal situation in Isnel
could change as the precariousness of the
successes made by the offensive become
clear and as the losses suffered by the ag-
gressors come to be known. These losses
are quite modest compared with those
suffered by the Palestinians and Leba-
nese, but they will seem grave to the Is-
nelis, who are not prepared to pay a high
cost in blood for victories.

It is essential for the worke$ move'
ment to mobilize throughout the world
to force an immediate halt to the crimi-
nal aggression by the Zionist state, and
to assure full solida ty with the Palestin-
ian lesistance. Demands must be raised
that the Israeli army withdraw frcm all of
Lebanon and that all the repressive and
occupation forces be withdrawn from the
occupied terdtodes; that Lebanese sover-
eignty be restored; and the Palestinians
keep their positions, their armed forces,
and their organizations,

It is necessary to denounce the
complicity of the U.S. with Begin, and
the hypocrisy of the West European
states, which have adopted economic sarl-
ctions against Algentina in the Malvinas
conflict, to take any concrete action
agaiust the Ismeli ag$ession.

The workers states have to be
called on to offer economic and military
aid to the Palestinian resistance and to all
the I,ebanese forces fighting alongside the
Palestinians against the Zionists. I

STOP ZIONIST AGGRESSION!

IEG Plenum May 1982

The second plenum of the Interna-
tional Executive Committee of the
Fourth Intemational since the Eleventh
World Congress took place dudng May in
aorthern Europe. The IEC is elected by
name at the World C.onEess and is the
leade$hip body of the Intemational be-
tween world congresseE. Today its elec-
ted members come from 25 different
countries.

During its meeting, the IEC
adopted resolutions of general orientation
on: the lessons of the political revolution
in Poland; ou militarism and the imperial-
ist war drive; and on the building of revo-
lutionary youth organisations. It also
adopted declarations on current events,
such as the },ar in the Malvinas and the
war between Iran and Imq; and motions
of solidadty against repression in Ira[,

Uruguay, and Portugal. The IEC
approved the line of two reports pre'
sented; one on the development of the
Centml American rcvolution, the other
on the rcvolutionary expedence of the is-
Iand of Grenada in the Caribbean.

Finally, the IEC had two oral dis-
cussions: on the prospects of building
the Foufth Intemational today; and the
organisational effort to implant ou$elves
in the maio! industrial secto6, as decided
at the last World Congress.

The IEC decided to open the pre-
paratory discussion for the Twelfth World
Con$ess, the sixth since the 1963 reunifi"
cation.

We pubtish in the present issue of
Internationel yieupoin, the main declara'
tions and solidarity resolutions.

ISBAELI TEOOPS OUT OF LE.
BANON NOW!
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Dissident Voices
from People's
China
Editod by
Gregor Benton

The first collection of writings in English covering
the whole course of the democratic movement in
China.

lncludes Wang Xizhe on Mao and the Cultural
Revolution, Liu Oiflg's p!.ison diary, a report on the
first-ever Iree elections at Beijing Univeisity,
accounls oi campaigns, protest movements,
statements of solidarity, interviews with the now
imprisoned leaders oi the democtatic movement,
articles by Western writets who were in China
when the movemenl was flourishing ahd a transla_
tion of China's only known ieminisiwall-poster.

Paperback 84.95
Available from good bookshops or by post irom
Pluto Press Lrmited, Unit I O Spencer Couit.
7 Chalcor Road, London, NWI BLH. (ptease add
5Op pAp).
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lnterview with
The effects of

lsraeli Revolutionist:
the Middle East war

The following interuieu Loas gtuen
to Gerry Foley in Paris on June 11 by
Mihado, one of the lead.ers of the Reoolu-
tionary Conmunist League, Israel section
of the Fourth Intematiorwl. Ihe text has
been transhted and edited.

rities) have been circulating a petition
against the war which has already been
signed by dozens of liberal personalities.
This is also something new in the context
of a military confrontation.

There have already been some cases
of refusal to obey orders in the army, re-
fusal to cross the frontier. This is the
position we advocate, and other political
currents have taken it up.

Moreover, there have already been a
number of small demonstrations against
the wa! including a few dozens of people
and the writing of antiwar slogans on the
walls. This rellects the activity of left
oppositionists, but no one $,ould have
tried to do this during the 1968 war or
even the 1973 one. The most popular
slogans, written in Hebrew, are "Out of
Lebanon Now!" "Down With the Bar-
barous War in Lebanon!" "The PLO is
Indestructible !" "The PLO Is the Whole
Palestinian People!"

The real test will come after the
war. Our comrades estimate that aheady
more than 150 Ismeli soldiers have been
killed. This is not insignilicant for Israel.
And ure do not believe that the Israeli
offensive can achieve its objectives. It
may deal blows to the Palestinian move-
ment, evefl very severe ones, but it is in-
capable of destroying the Palestinian
movement. Therefore, after the offensive
e[ds, it can have a boomemng effect on
Ismeli society itself, as a result of the in-
effectiveness of this offensive, and the
pdce that the Israeli army will have to
pay for it.

Q. What impact hga the umr had on
the Arab population of Israel und, the oc-
cupied territoies.

-4. The immediate effect is shock.
The Palestinians can see the results of the
Israeli offensive on Amb Tv-the destruc-
tion and death, the wounding of tens of
thousands of people, hundreds of thou-
sands driven from their homes. The
Arabs also k[ow that one of the govern-
ment's plans is to take ad}'antage of a
situation such as the present one to ddve
the largest possible number of them out
of Israel and the occupied terdtories.

Q. What chance d.oes Begin haue to
achieue a shift in the relationship of
forces in the region?

.4, If Isrdel does not succeed in
dealing a mortal blow to the Palestinian
resistance, the rcsult of the war will in
fact be a defeat. Nothing less than
smashing the moYement would be
enough. Even in the Litani River opera.

tion four yea$ ago in southeln Lebanon,
Israel made military gains. PLO bases
werc destroyed. But the PLO came out
of the confrontation stronger than be"
fore.

The govemment says that its ob-
iective is to drive the Palestine resistance
back to the level of 1948, that is, to total
atomization of the Palestinian people and
destruction of thei! national movement.
If they don't achieve that, the opention
will represent a defeat. And then, they
could not achieve their second objective
either, urhich is a change in the ovemll
relationship of forces in the region.

A[d, they would not achieve their
third objective either-the recoDsotidation
of Zionism among the Israeli Jews. With-
in a very short time after the end of the
war, large sections of the Jewish popula-
tion will start demanding an accounting
for the cost.

Q. How far are the Israelis pre-
pared to go? Are they read! to occupy
Betrut, the southern half of Lebanon, or
euen Damascus?

A. lYying to occupy Beirut would
be simply madness. But Begin and
Sharcn have done seveml things that arc
hard to explain politically, such as the
Golan Heights annexation and the attack
on the Syrian helicopten in 1981, which
led to the siting of Sy an missiles in the
Bekaa valley and made no sense political-
ly.

I am not certain that the whole
military offensive has been thought out
politically, that the governmeut has a
clear idea of when to stop. It is not ex-
cluded that the mititary operations will
set off thet own dynamic that lvill carry
things far beyond what is potitically ac-
ceptable. So, I don't exclude an occupa-
tion of Beirut, but that woutd be such a
colossal eror that I have difficulty be-
tieving that they would do it. The same
goes for a prolonged occupation of the
southem half of Lebanon.

What Ismel wiu try to do beforc un.
dertaking a general confrontation with
Syda, is try to clear the terdtory under
its control of all Palestinian bases, that is,
the southwest of l,ebanon up to the
Beirut.Damascus road. It also seems to
want to set up dghtist Arab militias
trained and paid by the Israeli army.
Begin is very proud of the Christian mili-
tia commanded by Saab Haddad that it
set up in the border a!ea.

But it was one thing to be able to
do this in a thinly populated backward

Question. What are the aims of the
Begtn Eouernment in the uw it has
launched against Lebanon and Syria?

Ansuer, The main aim is to liqui-
date the Palestine Libemtion Organiza-
tion (PLO) politically and militarily. The
present Israeli leade$hip has primarily a
military conception of the PLO. It thinks
that the PLO is essentially a relatively
small group of terrodsts that can be dri-
ven back and liquidated by military ope-
rations.

The second objective is to change
the relationship of forces in the region by
inflicting a severe political or military de-
feat on Syria. The relationship of forces
started shifting against Ismel after the
1973 war.

The third objective is to restore a
feeling of national unity and confidence
in the Jewish population of Ismel itself,
to show that the Zionist state can put an
end to the pressures the Arab revolution
has been bringing to bear on it. The con-
fidence of the Jewish population has been
severely shaken in recent years.

Q. Hou successful has the Begin
gouernment been in creating an atmos-
phere of national unit! smonE the
Israeli Jews?

A. The war has produced an ap-
peamnce of national unity. T'he radio
plays military marches all day long.
There is no news about the number of
casualties. The govemment does not face
massive opposition in the streets or large
open politicat opposition. That is not
surprising. We are not yet at the stage
where the maiority of the Israeli popula-
tion is ready to confront their goyem-
ment while a war is going on.

But for the first time dudng a war
itself, opposition voices haye been raised
from the first day, inctuding the estab-
lishment. Some deputies, for example,
abstained on the motion of censure pre-
sented in parliament by the Communist
Party. This sort of thing has never hap-
pened before during a war, Our comrades
working in the Committee for Solidarity
with Bir Zeit University (a Palestinian
school shut down by the Zionist autho-
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area about fifteen kilometeB deep along
the southern Irbanese frontier. It is a
qualit8tivety different thing to try to do

ii in an area that extends all the way to
Beirut and includes cities of 100'000 or
more inhabitants such as Tyre and Saida.

In the southern half of Lebanon,
the possibility also has to be left open
that Begin will decide to up the ante, in'
cluding even a long occupation of the
southein half of Lebanon. This would
deepen the crisis in Israel rapidly. It
would bring out the fundamental contra'
diction between Israel's striking po$'er
and its limited resoulces, especially in
human telms.

Occupying the southern half of
Lebanon would require mobilization of
seveml bdgades and maintaining them as

a standing fotce, even when there wele no
military operations. this involves heavy
economic and social costs. The Israeli
army is a reserve army. It cannot take a
prolonged mobilization.

Q. You said that a divi,sion was aP-
pearing in the Ismeli bourgeoisie already
ouer how far to carry the war.

A. Yes, you can see this bY reading
Ha'oretz, tbe se ous bouryeois daily.
Of course, it has not come out openly
against the war. But in the two issues
published sirce the stat of the wat that I
have seen, it poses a whole series of ques'
tions. Was this opemtion thought out
politically? Does the govemment know
how f8r it wants to go? Will it be able to
stop in time? These questions expr€ss a
skepticism about the advisability of the
offensive, and this obviously reflects a
feeliug that exists within the Israeli bour-
geoisie.

Q. Vthat is the diuiding line in the
bourgeoisie? Is there a section more con-
cerned about nwintaining good relatiot8
uith U.S. imperiali\m?

,4. No. That is not the basis of it.
There is a section of the Israeli bourgeoi-
sie that has a more realistic reassessment
of the rclationship of forces in the region
and which does not believe that the situa-
tion can be changed by military force
alone.

Q, And there is also a section of
the Israeli bourgeoisie that wants a gen-
eralized war in the rcgion?

A. Yes, there is no doubt that
there are people in the Israeli establish-
ment who waut a regionwide war. They
want to settle accounts with Sy a, no
matter what the price.

A. What does Eettling accounts
with Sy"ia nean?

.4. A general confrontatiott with
the Syrian army, possibly including occu-
pation of Damascus. Sharon has boasted
several times that if necessary, Israel is
capable of taking Damascus.

Q. Whot are the chances thtt this
section of the bourgeoiEie can get the ball
ond run with it?

.A. There are two factots that make
such a possibility unlikety. One is that a
regionwide war is more than American
imperiatism can accept, because Israel
cannot carry this off quickly and cleanly.
It cannot wage a sixday war against
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Swia. Secondly, it cannot quickly wipe
o;t the Palestinian resistance. lt could
not do that four yeals ago du ng the Li"
tani operation, and it cannot do it today.

i ttrint< that the U.S. imperialists
qave Ismel the green light for a few days
inlv. The U.S. knows that if this offen'
sive goes on for too long or becomes too
exteisive that it could have a profoundly
destabilizing effect on the neocolonial
resimes that have been built up in the re'
gi6n and on which its ability to control
it depends.

Q. llhat ore the Begin gouern-

ment's obiectiues with reEpect to Syria?
Do they conflict with the needs of U.S.

imperialism?
A. Begin wants at least to humi'

liate Syria, to force it to accept a politi-
cal defeat in Leba[on, to evacuate Beirut,
to take its missiles out, to remain passive

in the face of the massacre of the Palesti'
nians. That is the minimum he wants to
achieve. But a rapid campaign to break
the back of the S)'rian atmy cannot be
excluded.

Here, on the other hand, an inter-
national factor comes into play. Syria
has a military assistance pact with the
USSR. The Soviets cannot let the Is-
raeli offensive against Syria go beyond
a certain limit, and this poses an acute
problem for Washington.

However, already the political de-
feats the Syfians suffered in Lebanon in
the fiIst days may have put the final nail
in the coffin of the Assad regime, which
is faced with mass opposition. This op-
position has conflicting objectives. It is
dominated by the traditionalist dght, the
Muslim brotherhood, which is supported
by Iraq and Jordan.

From Israel's point of view, it is
a secondary question what would re-
place the Assad regime. There is a cur-
rcnt in the govemment, represented by
General Sharon, that would not mind
even if a morc militantly anti-imperialist
rcgime replaced Assad.

ftom Sharon's point of view, anti-
imperialist Jegimes are preferable in the
Arab countries- This would mean that
the imperialists s,ould have to depend en-
tirely on Israel, and therefore would have
to give atl their support to Israel and not
rnaneuver at its expense with neocolonial
regimes.

Q- Do you thinh that the lraqi de-
feat in the war with lran played u role in
the Begin gouemment's decision to un-
leash this uor?

e. Yes, that nas very important,
especially in Washington's approving such
an operation.

FYom Israel's point of view, it saw
thst the war between lran and Iraq was
going to end, and that a rcalignment
would take place in the region. It had to
take advantage of the disarray in the Arab
camp caused by the war before the situa-
tion could be restabilized, before the re,
gime of Saddam Hussein could fall.

Q. Isn't it possible thtt the U.S.
left Israel s certain space to corry out this
uar to reinforce lraq and the Arab right-
ist rqimes sgtiwt the pressure of Syrin

and lran?
A. Undoubtedly this is the main

r€ason Washington has an interest in see'

ins Svria defeated, so long as l.his is a
li;ihl defeat- or in seeing the PLO de'
feated riEht now, which would indirectly
be a def&t for Syria and which would re'
inforce the regimes that imperialism
counts on to maintain order in the re'
tion-Saudi Arabia, Egypt, the Gulf Emi'
rates.

Q. Do You thinh lhot lhere is a
possibility that the impertolhts can

achieu e thi-s obje c tiue ?

A. Yes, there is a real danger of
that, given the impasse in which the morc
anti-imperialist regimes find themselves.

Q. wnat was the ettitude of the
Palestinians to the lran-Iraq war?

A. There has been a grcat sym'
pathy for the Iranian rcvolution. This
revolution to a considemble extent in'
spired the Palestinian masses in their up'
surge against the occupation 8nd against
Zionism.

However. this sympathy has been
somewhat attenuated by two factors'
One was the appeals made to Amb na'
tionalism by the Iraqi regime at the start
of the war. The Iraqis talked against the
rcprcssion against the Khuzesta[ Arabs,
which was real enough, and about the
fight of these people to belong to the
Arab world.

The second factor, which had a
particular effect on the most politicized
layer of Palestinians was the repression
against the Mujahadeen, who have long
enjoyed popularity in the Palestinian
movement. They had very good relations
with the PLO dating from nell befole the
revolution. So, the repression against
them has deepty troubled a not insignifi-
cant }anguard among the Palestinians.

Q. Could you describe a bit more
uhot the Reuolutionary Communht
Leagte is doing in this ffisis?

.A. Our comlades are very active
right now through the Committee for
Solidaity with Bir Zeit. Everyday there
are leaflet dist butions and poster paste-
ups. We have participated in two demon-
strations, one in Tel Aviv and the other in
Jerusalem. We have to admit that on
many occasions, our comrades have been
attacked physically. But they are not fal-
ling into impressionism, saying that the
masses are with Begin. The mass€s are
obviousty with Begin today, but we know
that this support is not deep and nill not
be long lasting.

Q. But so fsr there i.s no officitl
repression?

A. No. the test \a'ill come irl the
army. A number of our comrades were
called up, and they and representatives
other currelts have refused to cross the
frontier. We will see how the government
reacts. Wi[ they close theL eyes or limit
themselves to symbolic sanctions, as they
have in the past, or will th€y take the op-
portunity to carry out a serious repres-
sion. It $,ould be a big mistake for them
to do that because it would increase the
echo of these actions in the army and
among the population. I



BRITAIN-HANDS OFF MALVINAS

Great Britain is determined on a bloodbath in its efforts
to take the Malvinas from Argentina. In despatching IOO ships
and 26,000 soldiels, it has decided to sacrifice the lives of hun-
dreds of Argentine and British soldie$. It is using some of the
most sophisticated atmaments in the world agaiitst a semi-
colonial eountry. The British task force canies nuclear weapons.
The Fleet commander has power to use these 'in case of
emergency '.

This is the lengths of barbadty to which British imperial-
ism is prepared to go to defend its interests against the op-
pressed peoples of the world.

The Intemational Executive Committee of the Fourth
International calls on all the workeh, peasants and opprcssed
of the world to mobilis€ in support of the Aigentine people
against imperialism and colonialism.

British action in the South Atlantic is the most dangerous
threat to world peace today. It is a cover to the stepping up of
US military action against the levolutionB in Central America
and the Caribbean.

This is not Thatcher's war alone. The US government has
fully associated itseu with this operation and other imp€rialist
powsrs are complicit thtough their sales of arms to B tain, the
logistical support, their economic and military boycott of Ar-
gentina and their continued diplomatic support for Btitain's ac-
tion throughout the rrar. Beagan has made it clear that he 'will
not allonr' a British d€feat. All imperialist ruling cla.$€s have
quicuy rccognised where their fundamental interests lie.

Ttle decision to despatch the third largest fleet in the
world, to lauch a military invasion to tecapture the islands and
to bomb the Argentine mainland if necessary has nothing to do
with the hypocritical claim to be defending the Btitish inhabi.
tants on the Malvinas.

This is a war against the peopl€s of Latin America. Neithet
Britain nor th€ US can allow any colonial country to assert its
rights. To do co ivould encourage all peoples of the region in
theit fights to overthrorp the reactionary oligarchies that rule
them today and thrcs, out their imperialist backets.

The sp€cific importance of the Malvinas is the access they
give to the resources of the Antarctic, to the oil that has be€n
discovered .round the islands and the strategic pdition that the
islands occupy in the South Atlantic.

Bdtain'r war againat Argentina is not betrreen'democ'
racy' and 'military dictatorship'. It is bet\yeen an imperialist
power and a dependent country.

Britain'B open aggtession has triggercd off a growilg wave
of hatrcd aSainst London and Washington--the two imperialist
powers which have domin&ted the region fot many years.

T'he battle for the Molvinar against impe alist aggrctsion
reinforces the impact of revolutionarlr advanc€s in Central
Ametica and the Carribbean throughout the Latin American
continent.

The Fourth Intemational fully endorcec the urgent appeal
of l'idel Castrc in his capacity a! chai4re!8on of the Non-
Aligned Movement to help halt 'Anglo'American agglessiou'.
tridel Ca6trc har correctly pointed out that this war ha! 'become
a leseon for all 3rd Wotld countries which defend their sover-
eignty and territodal integrity' whateyet theit political tegime.

We agree with him that 'thiE i! the hout of Latiu Ame!.
ic&n lolidaity'. Ttre Fourth Intetratioual will work to mobilire
the widest possible solidarity in Latin and Cenhal America with
Argentina againrt this aggelrion. lYe call fot active and uncon'
ditional .upport for Argentina. In thi! wat Argentine soveteigl-
ty over the Malvinas Eust be definitively establirhed and intet'
nationally recogris€d without leservationE,

We salutc the Argentine workeB for theit rapid mobilisa-
tion in defence of Atgentine .overeignty over the Malvinar.

The recuperation of the Malvinas by the Argentine mili.
tary ju.ta coincided with the national aspiEtions of the tltgen-
tine people against British imperialism. The pro-imperialist Mili-
tary Junta had resched a leal low point of discredit and isola.
tion after six years of bloody repressive policies against the
Argentine working masses.

The action rccuperating the Malvinas was caried out only
days after a demonsttation of tens of thousands of workes who
demanded 'Peace, Bread and Wotk'. Thie was an exprcssion of a
strong awakening of the masses. The ,unta's action eimed to
diveft the growing wav€ of popular oppostion against the
failure of its brutal repressive policies. But the Aryentine work-
ing ma.sses enthusiastically supported the recupention of the
Malvinas while at the same time maintained their independence
from the Junta. They acted in this way because Thatcher's wal
is a war against the Aryentine people as a whole.

Th€ mobilisation of the Argentine masse8 against the im'
pedalist attack will break the barier of all the junta's vacil'
lations faced with imperialism, freeing all the potential force
nceded to crush the agressors.

The need to defend the Malvirar ha! come into contradic-
tion with the pro-imperialist positions of the Junta. It hae al'
ready been obliged to withdraw from Washington's plans to
involve it in impc alist int€rvention in Central Ametica.

For many years Argentine wotkers have carded out heroic
resiltance to th€ e'conomic and repre$ive mearurcs of imperial_
ism executed by the military iunta. Today faced lrith the open
attaek of British imperialism they must demand intransigeance
against aggtessor. At this critical time any weakness is an
obstacle placed in the way of the anti'imperialist enetgies of
the Argentine people, a betrayal of the national cause.

Therefori it is more urgent than ever to guarantee the
greatest freedom of o4anisation, press and aEsociation -a!
well as other democratic rights. We support the demand for
account6 to be settled on the fate of the 30,000 'disappeared'.
These militants have proved themretves in the sttuggle against
imperialism. They will be in the ftont ranks in the struggle
against British aggtession. Freedom for the political ptisorers
and the retum of the exiles are mole neceslary than eve!. These
measurcs would strengthen the A4entine people agaiEt agge!'
sion. They will be won through mars mobilisationr' T'he wotkers
and oppredsed should not lreat the enonnous costs of the war.
fhe aggfessors and exploiteB must pay:Btitish and N-oth Am-et'
ican ii-teteets must be erpropriated in order to etrite another
blow a{ainst imperialism and aid the Argentine people.

.{nslo-American aggression has changed the condition! of
th€ Arge;tine people's ltruggle fot theii iust demandr, The Ar'
ceotini worker.. correctly, have no illusion that the junta will
iake measures aihing to build a morc effective re.iltance again.t
imperialist aggersionits batbarous reptession iustifiB this de'
Iiance,

That is why the battle agaiDst imperialiEt ag$ession does
uot imply any truce with the Junta ot any concessiona ofr t-he

independlnce- of the workerr and pe.s.nt! in the struggle for
their demands,

The f'ourth tutemational denounces the underhand moves
of the United Stater to set up, if poreible, a new goventment io
Argentina totally eubordinatad to thefu intetests and even more
repreaaive,

But in ltrengthening their organisationr, struggling
for their rights, trobililing ag&inlt impeiialism, the Argen'
tine masses will come to fioish off the military dictatotship.

The troutth Intemational will fuily commit itself to
mobililirg the broadect Bolidarity with ArgcnqDa aSsinst
this aggtession. We fully support the mobilisation of the
Latin American peoples in lolidarity with ArgentiDa.

T.lre Fourth International calls upon Eutopean and
North American wolkeI. to ffght to end their govemment'3
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