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Mr.JohnBarry
And the Strike

Not many workers, even when on strike, have the time
to keep up with those numerous columnists who adorn the
pages of the Scripps-Howard press with their “personal
reactions” to the events of the day—all the way from the
Wally-Edward episode to the class struggle. But the col-
umn of John D. Barry in the S. F.'News on Thursday, De-
cember 3rd, deserves théir serious consideration. To the
average reader, uninformed of the real facts, the first few
paragraphs of that column may have seemed like just an-
other sample of Mr. Barry’s vaguely friendly, vaguely re-
proachful essays in.sociological sweetness and light. But

to the waterfront strikers themselves and to those who|

know from what source Mr. Barry (and most San Fran-
cisco liberals) get their “inside” information on maritime
affairs, the first section of that column will be recognized
for what it is—whether Mr. Barry knows it or not—pro-
paganda against the real militantc among the waterfront
leaders and a serious mis-statement of fact.

Let us quote from that column:
“One danger certain leaders of unions at the wa-
terfront don’t appear to be considering. So far, they
~ have had a good deal of sympathy from the public.
They may lose it if the strike goes on much longer. A -
large number of union men are eager to work. Some
of them declare quite frankly that they’d go back if
they could. But they stand by their leaders. . . ., The
* simple and fair proposition *or settling the waterfront
‘strike made by the News would undoubtedly have en-
thusiastic support if it were left to the men them-
~gelves.”
* x *® *

The implications of this comment are clear: the men
want to settle, but they are kept from doing so by “certain
leaders.” Actually, what Mr. Barry means, though he
does not say so, is that they are kept from doing s6 by the
leadership of the sea-faring unions. These implications
are directly in line with the efforts of conniving elements
to single out and isolate the seamen from the rest of
the strikers and to place upon their leaders the onus for
prolonging the strike unnecessarily. Mr. Barry has ap-
parently received his information from interested sources.
If he had read even the news columns of his own paper
carefully during the past few weeks, he would know that
his information is incorrect.

What are the facts?

Of course ‘“‘a large number of union men are eager to
return to. work.” Of course they want to go back to work.
Not some, but all. But they want to return as union men.
That’s the point. . They are not strikers for the fun of it.
Do Mr. Barry and other liberals think it a joke to be out
on strike for five or six weeks, without income, without
strike benefits, withut savings to fall back on?

It is not “the Public,” it is the strikers who do the real
suffering in any strike, anywhere. When un

to themselves and the labor movement could be gamed by
settlement. The strikers know what they are doing. Don’t
worry about that, Mr. Barry. The waterfront and seafar-
ing unions are composed of labor militants who run their
own unions. They are not the cowed henchmen of racke-
teering “labor czars.”

' * * * %

" The sea-faring unions and their leaders know this,
even if the liberals don’t. It is not they who are prolong-
ing the strike. They have agreed repeatedly to certain
compromise proposals—only to have those proposals flat-
footedly refused by the employers. They even agreed to a
compromise on the hiring hall issue—the point on which
there is the most intense soliderity among the strikers—
because they were assured that a compromise on this is-
sue would settle the strike.

The terms of that compromise offer were contained in
a telegram to Secretary of Labor Perkins by Harry Lunde-
berg, Secretary of the Sailors’ Union, just after it was re-
Jjected by the waterfront employers.

This telegram and the news that the employers had
refused to consider such a compromise (considered rea-
sonable by Federal mediators) appeared in full in the
daily press.

And yet, in an attempt to put over its own pet settle-

Ment of the waterfront strike, the -San Francisco News
 fails to mention the fact that the sea-faring unions had
‘made any .conciliations whatever on this issue or that it

was the EMPLOYERS WHO HAD REFUSED TO COM-
PROMISE. Why? Because the News wishes to carry

+ water both on its circulation and on its advertising
. shoulder by placing the blame for prolongation of the

strike on ‘‘both sides.”
The News knows the truth because it has already

7 printed it in its news columns. If he distrusts his own news

columns, Mr. Barry can get the facts from Assistant Secre-
tary McGrady.

In the meanwhile, it behooves Mr. Barry to know when
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German and Italian
- Troops Land In
Spain

Official British corroboratlon
of the landing of six thousand
German soldiers and conflrma'
tion .of the landing of s_nveial
thousand Italian® soldiers gave‘
new proof, if miore was needed,
that Germany -“and ‘Italy have .
irrevocably tied. their fate to 'a |
fascist victory in-'Spain. )
- New huge. shipments of  air
bombers and artillery kept . the
fascist troops ahead of - the
workers’ militia- in- these basic
fields of armament.

New contingents
tionary workers - from abroad
tok their place on Madrid’s
took their blace on Madrlds‘

of revolu{

he is being used as a ‘“stooge.”

at bay,

Royal Clothes Horse Of British Impenaltsm?

By CRARY TRIMBLE
The time-honored American suc-
cess-story slogan, “from office-boy
to president,” has taken on a
twentieth century feminist angle,
for now it reads “from divorcee to

space-filler. Even the News has
temporarily forgotten to mourn at
the bier of Santa Claus and allows
its cartoonist to wax romantic with
cupid as the theme,

Why? Because one man who, by

Queen.” The American people, who
80 recently exchanged ballots in
the midst of a barrage of verbal
skirmishes to preserve that democ-
racy over which they once exchang-
ed bullets with the “king’s men,”
are greedily lapping up the current

-royal scandal.

The fate of thousands of workers
in Spain, and consequently that of
the workers in the whole of Eu-
rope, is dropped from the front
page of our American newspapers.
The waterfront strike, on the out-
come of which depends the future
of the “American standard of liv-
ing” for thousands of maritime

“workers, is practically reduced to

accident of birth is destined to be
the clotheshorse that gives sub-
stance to the empty shell of roy-
alty, is thinking of marrying a
twice-divorced woman!

Strange Interlude

‘We would apologize for giving
space to the hysterica over “Wally”
and the “democratic” king in a pa-
per which devotes its space to
news of real significance to the
workers, were it not for the tragic
comedy that is being enacted in
English politics.
Strike

The “people’s front” at its most

something-or-other is at work. The|

conservative government will re-

et e It At S p I S

sign -if the king 1n51sts on marry-
ing a divorced ' American ‘common-
er.. That is not surprising—the
conservatives need. the pomp and
circumstances -of royalty to.keep
the “commoner” amused while they

divide the spoils of economic em-{

pire. But the leaders of the Labor
Party have made a deal with Stan-
ley Baldwin (“people’s . fronts”
make . strang. bed-fellows)
will leave England without a gov-
ernment if the king marries Wally
and stays on the throne. The 1936
parliamentary strike. is ‘threaten-
ing. A picket line before Bucking-
ham Palace, composed of Stanley
Baldwin, the Archbishop, Labor
Party leaders; and the Duke  of
York (who will refuse the throne if
Edward abdicates), is about to
make history! T

‘While " unemployment continues

(Continued on Page 2)

.alan parliament,
| Tirst lieutenant in - the ‘ Esquerra,
|was seized but has-been reported’
said ~ to-

Whmh: split " off after

Barcelona Workers Arrest

People s Front Leaders In
Wholesale 1 Iurfer Plot

Over 100 Leaders of Bourgeors Partles
‘Accused of Conspiracy to Kill Labor
| Leaders and Sreze, Control ‘

Charged w1th plottmg ass3551-

natlons and seizure of: cortrol of.

Catalonla, leading’ figures:. ‘in P‘les-
ident Companys’ - party, Catalan
quuerra, and: of: the second - lib-

‘eral- bourgems party, Estat Catala

were arrested’last week and await

gpeedy trial. Séon’ after-discovery

of the plot, President Companys
hastily ‘lett -the country ““for - a
v1s1t to- France.” ! iy
- A_ndre Ro.bertes,
of -Public ' ‘Order -

. Commissioner
in" ‘charge." of

armed police ‘and Civil :Guards, a-
'Company{s,

prominent leader: of
Catalan Esquerra, - -was among
those seized. He: “is said.-to-have
been a prime .moyer in. the -con:

- | spiracy . ‘and : to - have . undertaken
|to procure -the -assistance- of -the

What Will Happen If Wally Marries The

police-and Civil Guards”'according
to"a special dispatch “in ‘the Néw
York TIMES of December 3. Juan
Casanovas, president of the Cat-
and -Companys’

released. Casanovas  is
have. “toyed . with the proposals of
the plotters, although finally”
jecting them.”

100 LEADERS ARRESTED

About one hundred leaders. of
the Estat Catala,. including . its
General - Secretary, ..are reported
arrested. The Hstat .Catala was
formerly part of the Esquerra, but
the abortxve Octo-
ber, 1934 revolt when its founder,
Deincas, then '‘Companys”
minister ...in. ~“charge. .of. :

was responsible for refusing to
arm the workers for a struggle
against ‘the seml-Fascist Madrid
regime.

It is thought that the HEsquerra
were | oo

and Estat Catala plotters:
those who sent a delegation to

Parin, widehy: reported -in-the: press-

| Franco s

of Spam
have: been an; attempt to carry out

:TRUE

Te-

‘cabinet |
‘armed.
forces, engaged in mutual recrimi-
nations with Companys over which

several weeks ago The delecation
proposed . to the * French - govern-
ment* ‘that’ the ‘war crisis. be
solved”'by the  ‘¢hief " capitalist

'powers recognizing an ‘independent

bourgems </ republic .
which'.

in .Catalonia,
1n~: turn’. would recogmze
Burgos government

the: officlal government of the. rest
The ‘plot’ appears to

thls plan i

IGNIFICANCES HIDDEN
- The "New York' TIMES [ dis-

patch h1des the real’ sxgnlflcance

of “the treacherous “conspiracy by

‘desaribing it- as: a: “Fascist” plot,

descrlblng'Es‘tat .Catala as a -fas-
c1'st organlzatlon, and . falhng to
(Continued on’ Page 2)

Shamak Trial Postponed
“LOS ANGELES Dec. ' 5.—Trial
of: W1111am Shainak, organizer. for
the Amalgamated Clothing - Work-
- Unlon, ‘Loedl No.- 278, and
member of ‘the Socialist party, on
charges of ‘“conspiracy. to commit
assault with a . deadly weapon”
was postponed yesterday by Super-
ior Court Judge Blake until Janu-

'ary 6..

His arrest was an outgrowth of
the gixteen-week: old strike waged
by the: Amalgamated against Ros-
enblum 8, Inc .

Strike Vote On Sante Fe
) LOS. ANGELES ‘Dec. 5.—Three
thousand workers on the Santa Fe
lines * were ' taking strike votes
this' week “in -the ‘face of refusal

|of ~the" railroad management to|

meet union demands for hlgher

DRY~ /
Oft‘icmls of ; the “Big. Four”
»brotherhoods said the wage

Aasked for -by the unions
ore than other railroads
n this territory ‘were

operatin
now’p

Christmas Gift for
WPA Workers
InL. A.

LOS ANGELES, Dec 5.—White

collar workers on. WPA cultural
projects received - a Christmas
present in reverse Hnglish this
week, as orders came from Relief
head Harry Hopkins to lay off 20
per cent of the personnel from
each project.
. The drama project has laid off
some 300 workers and the writers’
project 16, it was learned. The
extent of the cut on thé art and
music projects, which are also
affected by the reduction order,
was not ascertained.

A co-ordinating committee, in
which Socialist party members
are participating, is being set up
to push-a campaign for rescinding
the curtailment order.

Mass Delegations Storm
Local WPA Headquarters

Demanding Reinstatement

¢

P. A. LAY-OFFS

l

Los Angeles Show

Dismissed Workers At San Francisco and

Militant Reslstance

To Curtailment Program

By BRIAN

GUILBERT

Mass delegations representing the American Federa-n
tion of Government Employees and the Workers’ Alliance
stormed the San Francisco Headquarters Saturday to pro-
test the wholesale lay-offs of W.P.A. employes.

A delegation from the AFGA of about 200 members .

walked-in on James Hopper,

head of the writers’ project,

demanding the reinstatement of those laid- off and with- -

drawal of the program for furtherg

curtailment of the personnel.

The result of an hour and a half’s
discussion with Hopper by a com-
mittee from the delegation was a
phone call to Henry G. Alsberg,
National Head of Writers’ Projects
in Washington, D. C., informing
him of the situation in San Fran-
cisco.

As is usually the case, Mr. Als-

To Form A New

Roosevelt’s Trip

berg and all of his assistants were
not to be located. A telegram was '
then sent demanding the order for
dismissal be imediately revoked.

Coupled with the militant action’
of the AFGE, a delegation of 300 -
members of the Workers’ Alliance, '
locally composed of WPA laborers,
carried on a demonstration on 1ts
own part.

300 IN DELEGATION
Some 300 members stormed the ,
office of State Supervisor Wake-
field with essentially the same de- -
mands, - :
Becoming impatient at a ‘two-:
hour delay the commiittee took up a -

Scheme for An All-Am'eri;canfiimitation of the
‘League of Nations Under Guise
Of Peace Conference

worlds. .

‘What has really happened,
course, is that the Latin-American
countries have, in the words of Hu-
bert Herring, New York Times cor-
respondent, “lost faith ' in
League of Nations as the bulwark
for weak people.” ‘Now that the
“Thieves Kitchen. at- Geneva” has
heen exposed for what it is, some-
thing has to be done to keep our
poorer and more obstreperous
“good 'neighbors” quiet. : The an-
swer-is a new and smaller edition
of the Thieves Kitchen now under-
way in the form of the seventh
Pan-American conference.

-'To the sincere cry of: the South
American masses for peace and se-
curity,.. President Roosevelt an-
swers with his famous charming
smile. and vague phrases -about
“freer trade.” Secretary of State
Cordell Hull, in - league with ‘the
representatlves of ten Latin-Ameri-
can nations, has prevented any
mention. of . the long and bloody
Boliv1a Paraguay controversy, the
Chaco affair: but, says the Times
correspondent “the Latin-Ameri-
cans fear one of their colleagues
will make some unhelpful reference
to it.” The theory is, as on all
such hypocritical occasions, that if
any situation is really a threat to
peace, the thing to do ‘is to ignore
it.

' Despite the most elaborate pre-
cautions, one cry from a troubled
world has thus far shattered the
smugness of the delegates. A young
man,.  identified as. Liborio Justo,
son of Roosevelt’s host, Augustin
Justo, Argentine‘president, shout-
ed: “Down with Imperialism!”’
from the gallery while Roosevelt
was speaking, The newspaper men
referred to the incldent as ‘“em-
barrassing.”

An | interesting side-light is
thrown on  President Roosevelt’s
role in the conference by the Times
dispatch from Buenos Aires. Mari-
time workers will remember that
the President turned his back on
‘their troubles when he left for
South America. World peace, he
declared in effect,” was more im-
portant. than peace on the. water-
front. He could not take thz time
to. investigate the strikers’ charges
that the shipowners had precipi-
tated the maritime crisis in a ruth-
less attempt to smash the unions.

of g

Columns of the daily press are being given over to the
Inter-American Conference for the Maintenance of Peace
now in session at Buenos Aires.
history is being written, civilization is on the march, the|
Roosevelt smle and the doctrine of “the good neighbor’”
have triumphed over the Forces of Darkness, and that all
is for the best in the best of all possible Pan-American

The implication is that

collection of nickles and dimes and

Harry Hopkins and - President
Roosevelt. - ‘The :content -of the
wires was as follows:

“A committee of 300 WPA work-’
ers are at this minute assembled in
San Francisco WPA headquarters
demanding re-instatement of all
laid-off WPA workers. Demand
cessation of these lay-offs and im-
mediate appropriations to secure -
our jobs.”

As there remained $2.90 in the
collection after sending the wires:
it was voted by the delegation to
turn over the money to the Mari- -
time Federation for use in the
Children’s Benefit.

the |’

Frameup Trial
Contradiction
Brought Out
Confession of Conner

Extorted by Torture
In Berkeley Hotel

The jury in the frame-up murder
trial of Earl King local official of
the Marine Fireman, B. J. Ramsay,

F. J. Conner and George Wallace,

union members heatd prosecution
contradictions mount this week as
the trial proceeded.

Most startling revelation was
testimony that 'the ‘“confession” . of
F. J. Conner was extorted after a
night of torture chained to a bed
in a Berkeley hotel room. This
“confession” is contradicted both
by Conner and by the trial evi-
dence. Defense attornies have so
far succeeded in thwarting pros-
ecution attempts to introduce it
as evidence.

CONTRADICTING * TESTIMONY
A .striking contradiction was
brought out by defence attornies
in questioning of two prosecution
witnesses. The frame-up'® story is
that the actual murder was com-
mitted by another fireman named
Ben Sackowitz. Evidence pre-
sented in the space of a few min-
utes - alleged that Sackowitz on
the day of the murder was “wear-
ing a blue coat with a zipper”
and he was wearing a light gray
suit, and that he was blood spat-
tered and, contradicting this, that
there was no blood either on the
suit he wore or the clothes left
in his hotel room. )
This testimony serves to bring
‘out the uncertainty of the State’s
own  witnesses and of their iden-
tifications. State witnesses have
betrayed a glibness which indi-
cates extensive coaching.
WITNESS PAID SALARY
Another important defense point
w.s made when Joseph Boyle,

third mate of the Point -Lobos
and first State witness, was forced

Committee Is

Blockaded At
Office of WPA

Police Heni In Group
Of Demonstrators
At Los Angeles

LOS ANGELES, Deec. 5—A de-
termined committee of twenty wo-
men representing two thousand
sewing project workers transferred
from the WPA to the dole today
refused to leave WPA headquart
ers until the administration prom-
ised the return of their jobs.

They arrived at the 1206 South
Santee street headquarters at noon

nd asked to see Colonel Donald
Connolly, local. WPA head. When
Donnelly refused to meet the com-
mittee, it announced its infention
to stay until the women were
reinstated on their sewing project
jobs.

Police called by WPA officials
maintained a complete blockade
around the committee, refusing to
permit food to be brought to its
members. After several hours,
police relented in their blockade
to permit several children, who
had accompanied their mothers to
the building, to be taken home.
Still locked in the building, it was
asserted, was one small child.

(Continued on Page 2)

to admit that he is receiving a
salary of $175. per month from
the ship owners although he iss
doing no work at all at present,
except testifying at the trial. The
usual pay for third mates Iis
$135. .a month.

Boyle claimed that he did not
know why he was being paid.

The courtroom is jammed every
day, and there is strong feeling
among maritime workers against
this attempt to railroad militant
workers and discredit the Marine
organizataions.
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Barcelona Workers
Arrest 100 Leaders

(Continued from Page 1)
mention that Casanovas and Ro-
bertes are leaders of the Catalan
Esquerra. Actually these bourgeois
parties, faced by the armed pro-
letariat, declared themselves not
only anti-fascist but also assured
the workers’ parties that they
were ready to support the sociali-
zation of Catalonia.

Both the Estat Catala and the
Esquerra marched in the great
in Bar-
celona commemorating the anni-
versary of the Russian Revolution.
‘At the head of the ranks of the
~ Estat Catala was a great banner,
“HEstat Catala Salutes the U.S.S.
R.” In a speech on that day,
Antonov-Ovseenko, Russian Con-
sul-General, ended “Long live the
Catalonian people and its hero,
President Companys.”

After wielding all power
through revolutionary committees
the workers’” organizations on
September 26 accepted a reorgani-
zation of the Catalan government
which gave a formal cabinet
majority to the workers but left
Companys in the, presidency with
other members of his party con-
trolling the strategic Ministries of
Defense, Finance, Education and
Internal Security. This arrange-
ment was severly criticised by
revolutionary sections of the P.O.
U.M. and the C.N.T., who insgisted
that the workers’ organizations
establish an All-Workers Govern-
ment,

Even before the republic came
§n 1981 the Esquerra had been the
ghief bourgeois party, and in the
iensuing six years has ruled Cata-
fonia in the interests of the
bourgeoisie. Rather than support
the workers against the fascist
Gil Robles in OQctober, 1934, the
Esquerra capitulated to the Ma-
drid troops. The five months fol-
lowing the Popular Front victory
of February, 1936 saw thousands
of strikers jailed by the Esquerra.
Indeed, many of the C.N.T. leaders
bhad to be released from jail to
organize the struggle when the
civil war broke out. Like the
Madrid government, the Esquerra
pefused to arm the workers when
[Franco rebelled. Fortunately the
workers remembered the fiasco of
October, 1934 and did not wait
for Companys, but raided the
argenals for arms. e ;

Critics ot ‘governmental colla-
boration = with - the Hsquerra

Japanese Officers
Want Bigger Army

Pressing for enlargement of the
Japanese military machine, offi-
icials of the Japanese army last
week issued a memorandum listing
what they termed the vast armed
forces and military budgets of the
Soviet Union and China.

At all costs, stated the memo-
randum, the army must be re-
plenished.

Trying to justify the pact re-
feently announced between Nazi
Germany and Japan, and further-
ing the imperialistic campaign to
further psychologize the country
for an attack upon the Soviet
Union, the memorandum alleged
that the U. 8. S. R. is attempting
to “bolshevize the world.”

“The objective of the U. S. S. R.
In the east is Japan and in the
west is Germany,” stated the mem-
orandum.

pointed to this long record of
bhourgeois rule and treachery and
questioned whether the liberal
bourgeoisie’s change of tune when
confronted by armed workers
could possibly be sincere or last-
ing. The latest sensational devel-
opments will probably strengthen
the proponents of an All-Workers
Government.

Committee Is
Blockaded At

Oftice of WPA

(Continued from Page 1)

Abe Harkavy, member. of the
Young People’s Socialist League,
who managed to enter the build-
ing with a parcel of food for the
protest committee, was detained
by the police for several hours,
and finally " escorted out of the
building, his parcel of food un-
delivered.

Aiding the efforts of the block-
aded committee was a picket line
of Workers Alliance members, who
marched around WPA headquart-
ers carrying placards and chant-
ing: “We want jobs—not the
dole.”

Members of the state executive
committee of the Young People’s
Socialist League adjourned their
meeting and hastened to the pick-
et line in a body.

WPA officials refused to make
any comment on the strike when
questioned by the Labor Action
reporter.

Reserve Army

For Next War

Lamenting the fact that the sup-
plies left by the ending of the
World War have now deteriorated
and become obsolete, and that the
World War veterans are now be-
coming too old to fight on the
battle fields of the approaching
war, General Mailin Craig, chief
of the staff of the United States
army, recommends the creation of
a large enlisted trained reserve in
his report recently released to the
public.

The general in gxis report
tiomed "that all army equipment is
being standardized and modern-
ized but claimed this was not
enough to make a crack fighting
force for the new war., In addi-
tion to the National Guard, the
officers’ reserve corps, he asks

replace the ageing veterans.

“In general, it may be said that
the increase in military appropria-
tions for 1936 over those of pre-
ceding years marks an epoch in
the period that has elapsed since
the end of the World War,” the
general says in his report. “It is
a recognition of the fundamental
changes in our military situation
that have occurred during that
period.

“The close of that war found
us with a large reservoir of train-
ed "personnel and vast stores of
war reserve material. Our avail-
able resources were then more
than ample to provide for the na-
tional security. It was perhaps
the feeling of confidence they in-
spired that led to the curtailment
in military appropriations that fol-
lowed . in the subsequent years.”

What Will Hapen If
Wally Marries the King?

(Continued from Page 1)

and wages are still kept low to
protect profits; while threats of
wars over imperial hunting pre-
serves are rampant, and ‘native”
labor still sweats for the glory of
old England’s only significant roy-
alty (the financial barons), the
great issue is whether the king
shall mary the much-divorced
American Mrs. Simpson!

Secrets Revealed

Like so many historic upheavals
which superficially arose out of
technical decisions about royal cus-
tom, there is a reason behind this
excitement. Should the king, like
any other man, marry an American
woman, who like many another

American wordan has been twice
divorced, he would deal a blow to
the illusion that kings are differ-
ent, greater, and endowed with
mysterious powers more impressive
than any other man. In short, the
king would cease to be an opiate.
sHlS fancy-dress parades would no
longer quiet the restlessness of the
people when political crises threat-
en to bring the economic royalty
out into the open. His boyish
smiles and “democratic” visits to
starving workers would mean no
more than the sympathy of any
other impotent social worker.

The world’s stock of bread and
circuses is running low. England
must keep hers “at all costs.”

en- | elected. . delegate: to. thend,.

That:

that a huge reserve be built teo y

“L ABOR ACTION”

Official Weekly of the Socialist Party of California
ROOM 334, 628 MONTGOMERY STREET
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF.

Enclosed herewith find $....coooerornto be applied as follows:

$ for subscription.

3 As a contribution te the sustaining fund.
Name

Address

City

Subscription Rates: $1.560 for One Year; $1.00 for Seven Months;
$1.00 for One Year in Clubs of 4.

MINNEAPOLIS - -*

S9® @ . O

@@

By CARL O’SHEA
MINNEAPOLIS.—When the Pacific Coast longshore-
men were having their first round with the bosses in the
late summer of 1934, the Minneapolis General Drviers
Union Local 574 was in the midst of its third strike within
the year; a strike which, like the San Francisce general
strike, made national labor history, and which Was"""Woi}

of victory two years ago, it mayy

truthfully be said that the turmoil

generated by the drivers’ strike
has not ceased to this day.

The General Drivers Union Lo-
cal 574 was expelled from the
International Teamsters Union (in
April, 1935). Fifteen months later
the outlaw union made labor his-
tory by winning reinstatement in.
the International on the most
honorable terms (in July, 1936).
Its local number was changed to
544, but its program, its policy,
its leadership and its set-up con-
tinued.

New Unions
Spring Up

New unions have sprung up by
the score—the ornamental iron
workers, the Arrowhead steel
union, the Strutwear hosiery
workerg, the auto mechanics, the
laundry workers, the flour and
cereal mill workers, the wood
workers, the Northern States
Power electrical workers, the bat-
tery workers, the filling station
attendants, the Federal Workers
Section of Local 544, etc. The
story of each union is the story
of a victory over the Minneapolis
employers organized in their Citi-
zens Alliance. It is the story of
militant strike action, directed by
the progressives grouped around
the Local 544 leadership. , The
story of Minneapolis labor since
1934 is the story of the ever-
increasing growth of industrial

union principles over the craft |;

unionists.

Two years ago, the craft union
leaders held undisputed sway over
the state labor movement. On
September 23 this year the Min-
nesota State Federation of Labor
meeting in its annual convention
passed by a large majority a reso-
lution backing the policy and pro-
gram of the C.I.O., and calling
upon the executive council of the
American Federation of Labor to
reinstate all suspended unions.
Last Wednesday night the Min-
neapolis Central Labor Union

of L. Tampa conventlo St
delegate was an industrial uniea-
ist advocate, a member of the
‘A.CW.A. ‘

Union Membership
Trebled

The two years’' struggle which
has trebled the membership of
the General Drivers Union and of
the whole local labor movement
has not been waged without meet-
ing the most determined opposi-
tion on the part of the hosses,
the reactionary labor officialdom,
and the Republican and Demo-
cratic (and even some Farmer-
Labor) politicians. In fact the
smoke of the last battle has

scarcely died down.

On August 20 this year the en-
tire wholesale grocery seetion  of
Local 544 was forced out on
strike by the refusal of grocery
bosses to meet with the union.
The Citizens Alliance had decided
to have a show-down with the
chief force that threatens its
power in this state. For forty-

eight days running, all the usual
boss’ devices were brought into
play—the red scare, thréats of

food shortage, fuli-page newspaper
ads, moeetings of “indignant 'citi-
zens,” appeals to civic and fra-
ternal bodies to intervene, con-
stant threats of the employers
and the F-L. Governor to call out
the National Guard, the” Juse of
Farmer-Labor ~ Mayor  Latimer’s
“Employer-employe board.” ,But
all to no avail.

On Oct. 7 the grocery bossesv

completely capitulated, - granting
union recognition, seniority, a
shorter work week and approxi-
mately a 20 per cent increase in
wages. . And in the process, the
employer-employe  board,  that
graveyard of strikes, - wasg. blown"
gky-high., In September ll the
board members including the
three labor representatives handed

in their resignations. Farmer-La-
bor Mayor Latimer’s -patented
panacea to insure “industrial

peace” finds few buyers in- these
parts. In fact, the only person to
take over the sales rights for this
territory was Martin Nelson, the
Republican candidate for governor,
who campaigned for such a board
on a statewide scale. But he got
skunked at the polls.

Revolutionary
Movement Grows

Since the cadres of the old Com—
munist League of Amierica, the
so-called “Trotskyites”. first
turned to mass work in the fall
of 1933 the lntervening period has
been marked by a steady and solid
growth of the revolutionary move-
ment in thxs state I 3

plus much the strongest unem-
ployed organization in the state:
the Federal Workers Section of
Local 544 with. many branches
and a membership that runs into
the thousands.

The reconstituted Socialist
Party local in Minneapolis has
taken on new life during the last
six months; a thriving local with
many active trade unionists and
a fine headquarters is now func-
tioning in St. Paul; and promis-

,ing branches are now operating

in Austin ( the home of the In-

“Ithe

them into the new party thie lend-
ers of many strong trade unions,‘

'HERE SHE STANDS!
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dependent Union of All Workers,
largest packing house union), Red
Wing, Willmar, Golden Valley and
other communities.

Revolutionary socialist work has
been made easier in this state
by the desertion of all revolution-
ary positions by the Communist
Party, and the many stupid
blunders which that party has
committed during the past year.
The only two strikes which have not
ended in out-and-out vietories for
the Mineapolis workers have been
those ill-timed struggles of the
petroleum workers and the flour
and cereal workers, in both of
which the C.P. had a preponder-
ant influence. The memories of
the Minneapolis unemployed still
rankle with resentment at the
communist leadership of the local
Workers Alliance which 8o re-
cently pulled a hopeless adven-
ture. in the form of a Hennepin
county-wide strike, which only re-
sulted in ten thousand workers
losing two or three days’ pay.

So successful (in a Peoples’
Front sense) has ‘the C.P. line
been in Minnesota that in the re-
cent election some of the candl-
dates, such ag Farmer-Labor Sena-
tor Lundeen and Representative
Dewey Johnson, had the enthusi-
astic and uncritical endorsement
of the Democratic, Communist,
Farmer-Labor and Union parties.
It is certainly evident that these
politicians ecannot follow out the
policies of all these parties, and
it i1s more than questionable that
the organized workers will be the
chief beneficiaries of such un-
principled bloecs. Just as the
chances are that before snow
falls, the Communists will have
some tall explaining te do over
approaching actions of the
Roosevelt administration, so will
their uncgitical support of these
local political chameleons likewise
boomerang in their faces.

Communist-Farmery-
Labor-Democrats
Sweep Elections

The electoral bloc between the
Farmer-Labor, Communist and
Dsmocratic parties in Minnesota
gwept everything before it. In
prief, Roosevelt, Senator Ernest
Lundeen and Governor Benson re-
ceived pluralities approaching the
300,000 . figure. Of the nine con-
gressmen, the' ' Farmer-Laborites
got five’ and possibly sxx Farmer-

‘ State™" treasu
and all three railroad and ware-
house commissions, giving to that
party control of the powerful state
executive council for the first
time. ‘

However, it appears that the
state legislature will still be in
the hands of the Republicans, dus
to the skillful gerrymandering
with which the legislative dis-
tricts are set up. This is import-
ant because it means that the
Farmer-Labor Party can continue
for another period to give as its
excuse for failing to defend civil
liberties and advance social legis-
\lation the control of the state

leglslature by the Republicans.

Because of the shortcomings in
the national election campaign of
our party, and because the Com-
munists and Major Berry between
them swung the workers behind
Roosevelt, the Socialist ticket suf-
fered in Minnesota proportionately
as we fared in the country.
Thomas and Nelson received 2,500
votes (several hundred more than
Browder). V. R. Dunne, of the
General Drivers Union 544 and
Socialist candidate for secretary
of state, received 4,000 votes. Min-
neapolis accounted for three-fifths
of the Socialist vote.

S. P. Attitude Toward
Farmer-Laborite Stew

The Socialist Party in Minne-
apolis did not place a full state
slate in the field this year against
the Farmer-Laborites,. We con-
ducted an independent election
campaign, urging the workers to
vote for the F-L candidates where
no Socialist candidate appeared
on the ballot. We accepted no
responsibility for those elected on
the F-L ticket, but on the con-
trary, in view of the program and
record of the Farmer-Labor Party,
urged the greatest amount of vigi-
lance in pressing these officials
to carry out their election pledges.
We stated our confidence that the
followers of the Farmer-Labor
Party would learn through their
experience that only a revolu:
tionary Socialist Party can in
reality champion the immediate
and ultimate needs of the toilers.

How true was the Socialist
criticism is shown by the unprin-
cipled blocs which were resorted
to by the Farmer-Laborites in
their appetite for office—blocs
with the Democrats, the- Town-
sendites, the National Union for
Social Justice, and the Com-
munists.

Benson Reassures
Business Men

Workers in other states will be
interested to know that the last
election judge hadn’t turned his
back before Governor Benson was
assuring everyone that he would
“do nothing to alarm even the
rock-ribbed conservatives.
They can forget now that I am a
Communist . . . No individual or
business man need be alarmed.”
The Farmer-Labor Senator, Lun-
deen, was mnot far behind in re-

nouncing - everything that - his
workmg class supporters expected
- e a1

( the Valley Forge
Military Academy and that the
name “Valley Forge” was hearten-
ing to him because of its patriotie
significance.

It goes without saying that if
the Socalist Party will only
tighten up its ranks we will be
in a tremendously advantageous
position for the coming period. If
we energetically follow out revo-
lutionary policies, we (as the only
honest working class opposition to
the Democratic-Communist-Farmer
Labor bloc) stand to capitalize
heavily on the inevitable dis-
illusionment that so soon lies in
wait for the American masses.

Bag Industry
Still Tied Up
By Strike

Workers Ask Union
Recognition and
Wage Increase

Six weeks ago the Ames &
Harris plant, which is a branch
of a local firm now on strike here,
struck in Portland for better wages
and conditions. Their work was di-
verted to the Ames & Harris plant
here in San Francisco and the
Bemis Bag Co., also in S. F. The
rushing of work and the obvious
preparation for a lockout, forced a
spontaneous strike in the Bemis
shop three weeks ago. Wage agree-
r ents were voted upon and pre-
sented to the Employers in the
meantime. They refused to nego-
tiate and as a result a strike vote
was taken in the Ames & Harris;
the Pacific and the Cooperative
and the almost unanimous decision
was for a strike! What also
helped to precipitate this strike
was that the workers in the Ames
& Harris and the Pacific, particu-
larly felt that they were working
on “hot” goods from Portland and
the local Bemis plant.

Struck plants are, Bemis Bag
Company; Ames, Harris & Neville
Company; Pacific-Diamond Bag
Company; and the Cooperative
Bag Company, with a total of 550
workers.

This is a complete tie-up of the

|new bag making industry in San

Francisco,
northwest.

Strikers demands are:

1. TUnion recognition, with a
steward system and no discrimina-
tion on Unlon affiliation and activ-
ity.

2. A 40-hour week.

8. Time and a half for overtime.

4, 15 per cent raise in wages
for all workers.

and throughout the

With the support of labor in.this

Japanese War Budget
Increased Five-F old

Japan’s expenditures for\ the
approaching war will rise "this
next year five-fold to the ‘yearly
average prevailing since 1931, ac-
cording to reports from Tokyo,
where the army has submitted
to the treasury a budgetkinvolv»
ing the expenditure of 6,200,000,
000 for new armaments. k

The budget contemplates a huge
increase in the army aviation, an

increased reserve of war ma-
terials, and extension of general
armaments in Japan.

Little opposition is expeected
from the treasury department,
which must approve the budget
before payments will be made for
the program. :

city the strikers expect to be able
to hold their picket lines intact and
win these minimum demands.
Unionization has come: into this
Industry for the first time

Republican Pledges
Aid to Democrats

LOS ANGELES, Dec. 5.-—Disre-
garding the fiction that the Demo-
cratiec party is supposed to repre-
sent the people and the Republi-
can party the “economic royalists,”
Joseph M. Schenck, Republican
movie magnate associated. with
“Louie” B. Mayer, last Wednesday
offered his heart, hand and pocket-

book to the Democratic party at
a $1.50 per plate luncheon staged
at the Biltmore Hotel by Demo-
cratic party leaders.

Although his offer was veiled by
the altruistic statement that
“gvery citizen in this country is
entitled to a fine living,’” exper-
ienced political observers saw
more material things behind Mr.
Schenck’s offer of his pocketbook.

Houston news item: Dr. H. W.
Cook told the Association of Life
Underwriters here that the mor-
tality rate rose sharply during the
years of the business depression.
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The first thorough review of the “trial,” its background and sig-
nificance is contained in the present book, written by the well-
known revolutionary journalist and editor of Trotsky's Works. R
is a detailed exposure of the real facts in the trial and provides
concrete proof of how and why the frame-up, called the “greatest

: oabga FROM:
i | P;IONEER PUBLISHERS

100 Fifth Ave., N. Y. C.

QUANTITY ORDERS

Bosses Outfit
To Join Real

Organization

Company Union
At Reo Plant
Discusses Plan-

LANSING, Mich.—Another com-
pany union is turning against Papa
Management at the Reo plant in
this city.

Company union officials have
agreed to put to its membership
the question of amalgamation with

The Action Army

also got new recruits which

and from Minneapolis to Los
Let’s

Minneapolis
Announces
Erber Visit

MINNEAPOLIS. — Ernest Erber,
National Chairman of the Young
People’s Socialist League, will
speak in Minneapolis some time
during the latter part of Decem-
ber. Erber has just returned from
the front line trenches of the
Spanish workers. He will speak
on higs experiences in the civil
war and analyze the international
significance of the Spanish strug-
gle.

During his stay in Spain, Erber
spent most of his time in Barce-
lona where he was enthusiastical-

forces. The organ of the POUM,
“La Battalla” (The Struggle) de-
voted its entire first page upon
his arrival to an article of his
analyzing the significance of the
Spanish struggle to the Interna-
tional working class movement. He
was given a full hour’s broadcast
on the radio station of the POUM
in order to appeal to the English
and American workers for aid for
the Spanish workers and to ana-
lyze the situation for the benefit
of his English speaking listeners.
AT INTERNATIONAL YOUTH
CONGRESS

During his visit to Europe Erber
also attended the International
Youth Congress which was held
in September in Geneva under the
auspices of the League of Nations
Society as a delegate of the Young
People’s Sccialist League. In the
course of his lecture here, he will
also touch upon an analysis of
this “Congress.

Mr. Erber is at present touring
the country under the auspices of
the Young People’s Socialist
League in order to raise money to
aid the Spanish workers. He will
speek in Minneapolis under the
auspices of the Minneapolis Circle
of the Young People's Soc1ahst
League, 63113rd Ave So.

Want More Men
For Navy In War

Claiming that there were not
sufficient men at present enlist-
ed in the Navy to supply the
battle fleet of the United States
when war stants, Rear Admiral
Adolphus Andrews, chief of the
Bureau of Navigation, asked for
a larger personnel to man new
fighting vessels and maintain an
efficient crew on each of the ves-
sels now prepared for war.
“While an 85 per cent allow-
ance is sufficient for the peace-
time needs of the individual
ships,” the admiral said, “the total
personnel thereby assigned to the
fleet is not adequate in numpber
of experienced men for the needs
of mobilization.
“This bureau’s responsibility ex-
tends beyond provision of person-
nel for the active fleet. It must
maintain mobilization plans which
contemplate complete manning of
useful combatant vessels now in
reduced commission, the manning
of ugeful combatant vessels that
are decommissioned, and the man-
ning of many auxiliaries that will
be obtained from the merchant
marine in time of war.
Up Already

“To provide sufficient trained
men, in addition to available Na-
val Reserves, for the commission-

Local 182, United Automobile
Workers of America, according to
Lester Washburn, executive board
member from Lansing. Deciding
the question will necessitate the
calling of the first membership
meeting ever held by the company

ing on mobilization of vessels now
out of commission and for other
needs of mobilization, vessels of
the fleet should be fully manned
with complements of war strength.

ly received by the working class®

By FRANK STERN

It’s raining subs at 628 Montgomery street!
The ACTION ARMY this week went to work with vim
and vigor and not only got subs and bundle orders but

is most important.

From Walla Walla, Washington, to Wahoo, Nebraska

Angeles the Army responded.

see what some of our go-getters have to say.

¥ From Clovis, New Mexico,
we hear from John Williams
with a couple of subs and a
bundle order
mark that “I'm glad you have

started the paper. Will do all I
can to help make it a success.”

A. Schreiber sends in a club of
four from the big gas-buggy town,
Detroit, and confides that “We
were all enthusiastic about Labor
Action and will support it.”

And to keep our promise about
Walla Walla, hetre’'s a couple of

shiny new subs from Clark F.
Hull, who closes a lengthy and
interesting communication with

“Wishing Labor Action a long and
successful life.” So do we, Com-
rade Hull, and thanks.

From Edna Adler of the Youngs-
town, Ohio, YPSL comes a bundle
order with cash paid in advance
(all readers take note), and Rudy
Olson orders a bundle for the
North Side Branch in Chicago
with a promise .of future subs.

Says Hildegarde Smith of Hntch-
inson, Kansas, “Your Jletter an-
nouncing Labor Action was the
best news I've heard for some
time”—and backs up her state-
ment with cash and a pledge of a
regular monthly contribution.

We’'d like to quote everybody,
but can’t possibly de it in the
measly little space the editor
allots to us. So if your name is
H. Goldenberg of Montreal or Al
Forbes of Vancouver or Helen
Ekenold of Arlington, California,
or Harvey Magy of Los Angeles,
or anyone of the ACTION ARMY
whose name is omitted because
of lack of space, rest assured
that your services to the revolu-
tion are not going unnoted.

ACTION ARMY AWARDS
ACTION ARMY members every-
where; recruits and prospective
recruits take note—
We have been thinking very
geriously of a method whereby we
could let the world “know Who the

. |live. wires are who are workmg

B = e[ 423 Y day to o build Labor Aetion
| After a great deal of cogitation

(notice the fancy languagel!) and
a special meeting of the staff we
evolved the idea of turning over
to our hoosters the fruits of their
toil. And the following came to
pass:

For every club of four subscrip-
tions turned in to LABOR ACTION
the sub-getter will be 'awarded an
individual print of any of the
cartoons which have been appear-
ing in Labor Action. These prints
are beautifully done and suitable
for framing.

WEEKLY AWARD

The artists who execute the car-
toons are the best in the field of
radical cartooning and the origi
nals of their work are highly
valued. Yet we are even willing
to part with the original drawings.
The comrade turning in the great-
est amount of subs weekly will be
awarded an original artists draw-
ing of a cartoon appearing in
LABOR ACTION.

MONTHLY GRAND AWARD

But we're not finished yet. For
the member of the ACTION ARMY
who turns in the langest number
of subscriptions for the month
we will ;
volume edition of Trotsky’s “His’
tory of the Russian Revolution,”’
or any book of equal value.

The ACTION ARMY is open to
all. Anyone who turns in at least
one subscription besides his own
becomes a member of the ACTION
ARMY and is eligible to receive
these awards for service te the
revolution. Names of winners will
be published in every issue. ‘Work-
ers in the ranks of Soclallsm-—-—
Join the ACTION ARMY.

Build LABOR ACTION!

3

union, whose business heretofore
has been conducted without meet-
ings. In the last few months mem-
bers have been rapidly deserting
the management-sponsored organi-
zation to come into the Aucomobile
‘Workers.

Members of the bona fide union
feel certain that the remaining
members in the company group wiil
vote for affiliation with Local 182,
Washburn siad.

Washburn also reported a sit-
down strike last Friday on the
fender paint line of the Olds plant
here.

o}

THE MODERN
BOOK SHOP

116}, West Ninth St
Los Angeles, Calif.

A representative collection of
liberal and marxist periodicals
and books. Classic and Con-
temporary. :

Visit our Circulating Library.
All Orders Promptly Filled."
Open Daily from 9 'til 9.

Monthily

The Elections of 1936 and the P
Farmer-Labor Party

Convention

Price for Double

AMERICAN SOC

American Socialist

November - December Combination
Number Off the Press December 8

CONTENTS:

Blind Alley in Tampa—A review of the A, F. of L.

Some Notes on an All-Inclusive Party Haim Kantorovitch
The Moscow Trial : David P. Berenberg
An Eye Witness in Spain Ernest Erber
The Labor Party and Socialism Herbert Zam
The Farmer and Collectivization Justus Ebert
Haim Kantorowitch: A Tribute David P. Berenberg.
Socialism and Pacifism Caroline Urie
For a Socialist Palestine Frank N. Trager
Who Are the Socialists? Sol Perrin
Readers Forum Notes of the Month Book Reviews
B A

Subscription $1.50 a Year—Special Rates for Bundle Orders .

21 E. 17th Street, New York

rospects of a
Norman Thomas

Sam Baron

Issue, 64 Pages, 256

IALIST MONTHLY

with the re-

1

award the new one- .

v : B




T ey

N

el

,“,r\vﬂm.f._, e e YGRS e A

e R e e

LABOR ACTI(SN

D e tane ™ it

Page Three

The Notebook

alliance

-~ make them like

The Color of Arsenic—and Just As Poi-
sonous—Fog Over the Waterfront—

Keep Cool, Pal

of an Agitator

It is common knowledge

among informed union men

on the waterfront that a factional clique operating in the

.maritime unions exerts an influence in committees and

other delegated bodies out of all proportion to its real

strength in the membership.

The name ‘of this clique is

the Communist Party—and that is no sécret either.
But what is puzzling and confusing quite a few mari-

time unionists,
stand communism as extreme
radicalism is the increasingly evi-
dent fact that the Communist
Party is putting froward and try-
ing to put over a line of policy

.in the unions which Sam Gompers

would have attacked from the
left. These misnamed radicals
appear more and more in close
with people who are
notorious for their conservajzism
in theory and practice, today and
yesterday. At the same time, de-
gpite the indubitable militancy
and class struggle spirit of the
rank and file, the most militant
and progressive elements in the
unions and in the leadership find
themselves victims of well-organ-
jzed and all-too-often successful
“campaigns’’.

A Conservative Combination

“They are undermined, slandered,
shoved aside and jockeyed out of
positions by this new conservative
combination engineered by the
Communist Party. And, since
people are important mainly as
symbols and representatives of
policies and programs, it must be
understood that the attempt to
“gang up” on the genuine mili-
tants has something behind it.
What is really involved is a de-
liberate purpose to switeh the
maritime unions from the line of
class struggle militanecy to the
line of class collaboration — that
is, conciliation - with the bosses
and craven subordination to the
Government,

Of course, these ideas and these
attempts are not new. What is
new is the organizer and director
of the enterprise, the erstwhile
radical, and even revolutionary,

Communist Party. There was a;

time - when the Communist Party
was called radical and revolution-
ary with a certain justice; and
that was to the credit of the party.

But this description is de-

cidedly .out .of .date. Things have
changed since Stalm began to
-revolution-

g 1 the  Soviet:
. Union. and to. rely on pacts with

capita'hst governments ~abroad.
The wisest capitalists caught the
drift of things.long ago. Ignorant
“red baiters” who still attack the
Communists are entirely out of
date. Red is not their color any
more.

Capturing and Wrecking

To give the devil his due it
must be acknowledged that the
Stalinite Communists are experts
in their line. They are almost as
good at *“capturing” unsuspecting
organizations as they are at
wrecking them. Almost, but not
quite; for when it comes to
wrecking unions under their con-
trol their batting average up to
date is 1,000 per cent—a home
run, or a least a two-base hit
every time they came to bat, If
anyone tries to refute this by
saying, “The Communists control
such-and-such a union and it isn’t

ruined yet” my statement still
stands. Just give them time.
Rome wasn’t destroyed in a day.

The  Stalinist technique in

“taking over” a union is not con-
fined, to manipulation at the 'top,
although that is their long suit,
especially gince they have taken
a position in the right wing of
the labor movement and the left
wing of liberalism. Like the cyn-
ical gentry who played the people
for suckers in the prize fight and
wrestling rackets, they take care
of all the “angles”. All experi-
enced confidence men, fixers and
bunco steerers proceed according
to oné central theory enunciated
by the illustrious Barnum: A
sucker is born every minute. But
the successful diciples of Barnum
all know that it is not enough to
cheat the people; the thing is to
it. This is the
function of ballyhoo or, if you
prefer, propaganda.

The Green Sheets

In addition to the numerous
organs of general circulation pub-

- lished . by the Communist Party

and its stooge organizations the
business of misrepresenting, fal-
mfymg and befuddling the situa-
tion in the maritime unions re-
quires special publications. These

are the Maritime Worker and the

Beacon. The mimeographed green
gheets, of the color and salso the
quality of arsenic.

They are supposed to be deuced-
ly clever, using the intimate, you-
and-me, hello, pal! style of ap-
proach which every confidence

~man has adopted since the first

gold brick was sold to the first
farmer. The latest issue of the
8reen Beacon undertakes to sell
the strikers the idea of voluntarily
moving “perishable” cargo, and if
that isn't a gold brick the man
who. bought the Brooklyn Bridge

/- b a bargain made & shrewd busi-

who under-g:

ness deal. The arguments of the
green Beacon on this point are
revealing and instructive, both as
to the real policy of the com-
muno-democrats and their ‘esti-
mate of the intelligence and class
understanding of the strikers.

Strike Strategy De Luxe

You may have the old-fashioned
idea that strikes are for the pur-
pose of stopping the production or
distribution of the commodities or
services affected until the bosses
feel the pressure enough to accede
to the demands of the union. But
you don’t know the trade union
policy that emanates from 121
Haight Street and spreads out
over the waterfront like a San
Francisco fog. Here is the real
dope from ‘the Bulletin: “A work-
ing class housewife goes to the
store and asks for a certain
article. She is Infarmed that due
to the strike she cannot get it.
She goes home and reads in the
paper that the strikers are per-
mitting perishable cargo to rot
aboard the ships. You can see
what effect this has on the aver-
age family.”

Isn’t that argument clear, pal?
You are probably one of those
dumb clucks who would think
that a shortage of “certain
articles” shows the strike ig effec-
tive and is all to the good. But
you are all wrong, and you prob-
ably have “s?ndxcahstlc ten-
dencies” besides. The central aim
of “strike strategy” is to win over
the wellknown “public” and to
see that nobody is inconvenienced,
for doesn’t everybody belong to
the public?

Look what saps the Minneapolis
teamsters were to call a coal
strike in the dead of a bitter win-
ter, making exemptions only for
hospitals. True, they won the
strike in .three days by taking
such am unfair advantage. But at
what a cost! The “public” will

again. And thmk of the. political

the past who. have gone on strike-
and obliged the public to walk or
take a jitney bus? “You can see
what effect this has on the
average family.”

If you answer that in every
effective street car strike on
record the “average family” has
proudly refused to ride street cars
during a strike and that quite a
few of them have cheerfully
tossed cobble stones at the scab
motormen, the green sheet has

never think the same  of them.

Limmaturity of - gtreet«m*msr&r

Letter To the Editor

Editor, Labor Action:

I enclose herev&(ith a oné dol-
lar bill for a years subscription
to Labor Action.

Hoping you’ll be able to edu-
cate the Native Sons and.
Daughters on class conscious
lines, although I know you'll
have a hard job on your hands.

I myself studied the Marxian
school for years and I memo-
rized a good deal of it. I am
making a bare existence snip-
ing on the Yuba River above
the Narrows and I see they are
going to get ready to put in a
dam and then we all have to
get out. But where to go is the
next thing.

Yours truly for revolutionary
Socialism.

SAMUEL FOSTER,
Smartville, Calif.

another argument for you.

Is This a Class Struggle?

The Beacon points out that if
“perishable” cargo (What is per-
ishable cargo?) 1is mnot moved
forthwith the shipowners “can act
very indignant and demand that
the unions furnish ‘safety crews’
to keep the perishables from rot-
ting.” And, “what eould be more
demoralizing than ‘safety crews'
working day in and -day out be-
hind the picket lines.”

Of course, if the shipowners
“demand” that the unions furnish
safety crews there is nothing to
do but accede to the demand
forthwith. Do you think this is a
class struggle you are conducting?
The bosses may get real sore
some of these days and “demand”

‘[that all the strikers go back to

work without any more stalling
around. You will have to agree
that that would be very “de-
moralizing.”

o

Better Be Smart

And, here is another argument
from the Beacon if you are still
not convinced: “It's not impos-
sible for a federal marshall to
deputize some men for this work,
or have the coast guards and mar-
ines unload the perishables.”
There’s an angle, pal, which you
probably never thought of. You
wouldn’t think of interfering with
deputy marshalls going through
your picket lines, would you? And
you surely wouldn’t’ object if the
coast guard and marines stepped
in to do strike-breaking work.

gesting ‘this angle to you. Better
”ﬁﬂﬂf?"“m"’m tm% e

to get ‘rid of this issue”” You
surely want to be smart, don’t
you?

Keep cool, pal. Keep your head
Don’t fly off the handle and talk
about the class struggle and the
Russian revolution and Lenin’s
Communist party. The class
struggle is out of date, Lenin is
dead and so 1s his party, and
this is not 1917, my boy.—J. P. C.

(To Be Continued)

Soviet F oreign
The Franco-Soviet Pact

Policy And

“lzvestya,” the official organ of
the Soviet Government, carries in
its issue of November 11, the fol-
lowing letter:

“Those who are reading the
press attentively and following the
relations between the U.S.S.R. and
France are seized involuntarily by
a feeling of perplexity.

“In France there is in power a
government which bases itself on
the People’s Front. It would seem
that all the sympathies of the
French Government should be on
the side of the Spanish people
heroically fighting in defense of
their liberty. However, there is
nothing of the kind. The policy
which France is conducting on
this question really helps the
Fascist rebels; it is diametrically
opposed to the policy of the U.S.
S.R.

“I believe that I express not
only my personal opinion, but the
opinion held by many citizens in
the land of the Soviets in saying
that the Franco-Soviet is of great-
er importance to France than to
us. For it is probable that in the
next war Germany will first attack
France to which it is contiguous.
And I cannot at all understand

tions France submits to the in-
fluence of Germany, forgetting her
own interests which are expressed
in the Franco-Soviet pact.

Guarantee of Security

“The amity and assistance of a
country so great and powerful as
the Soviet Union is a Serious
guarantee of the security of
France. The French Government
should show itself more consistent
and more determined in questions
that involve the interests of both
countries and of general peace.
France, however, does not show
these quadities, while we for some
unknown veason do not demand
this insistently enough.

“Our country is strong. We
know how to be consistent and
firm. Then why do we show such
incobmprehensible tolerance in our
policy towards France.”

why on‘'a whole number of ques-

signature of “Citiziness Baboush-
kina, a Physician in Moscow.” It
is obviously out of the question for
the rigidly - controlled Staliniat
press to carry such a letter as the
expression of the personal opinion
of a “Moscow physician.” That
the letter expresses an “official”
viewpoint is furthermore borne out
by the fact that “PHumanite,” the
official organ of the Stalinists in
France, reprinted this letter in its
issue for November 13—without
any comment, of course.

While in one column “I’Human-
ite” reprints from “lzvestya” the
conviction that the French Gov-
ernment, i. e.,, the government of
the People’s Front is in reality
conducting a policy which ‘“really
helps the Fascist rebels,” else-
where in this paper one meets
with assurance after assurance
that the French C. P. is ready to
continue its support to this Gov-
ernment ‘“to the very end.”

Neutrality Policy

Since the publication of the
above letter, the indications are
that the Stalinists have subtly
modified their original policy with
respect to neutrality in the Span-
ish situation. From the reports in
the capitalist press Russian arms
are apparently being shipped to
Spain. If the reports are true,
this is a very recent phenomenon.
Reporting at the recent Congress
of the LA.G. held in Brussels,
Gorkin, one of th leaders of the
Spanish Workers’ Party of Marxist
Unity, (P.0.U.M.), stated that “so
far no arms from Russia had ar-
rived in Catalonia, or to his knowl-
edge in other parts of Spain,’”
(Fenner Brockway in the London
“New Leader” for November 13,
1936).

The next few weeks will provide
the necessary proof as to whether
or mot the Stalinists have been
compelled to make a sharp zigzag
to the left in their foreign policy,
as they have in the past. In any
case, we have now the spectacle
of Stalinists “officially” supporting
and. “unofficially” condemning the
Peoples Front Government in

This letter bears the innocupus

France at one and the same time.

The green Beacon is just sug-

-'fmrmwwmw
think it over. The Beadon says

InternationalNote_s

New Strike Wavé in F rance;Rumors of
More “Moscow Trials’ -—Eplsode
In Switzerland

A frightful explosion at a mu-
nitions plant in Saint Chamas
took. the toll of 54 dead and 200
wounded. The catastrophe at
Chamas illustrates in a tragic man-
ner the intense preparations in all
European imperialist countries for
the next slaughter. X

In France this preparation is
proceeding against the background
of an ever-sharpening class strug-
gle. A new waye of strikes is
spreading iver France. In the
majority of cases the workers are
striking to maintain their gains of
last June. This time ‘the occupa-
tion of factories is being met by
the bosses with an organized cam-
paign of violence, with the armed
Fascist gangs serving as the
spearhead of the attack. Several
workers have already been killed
and many wounded in forceful
ejections of . strikers from mills
and factories. In many cases, the
police are ‘brought in to expell the
strikers.

The French capitalist press re-
ports these incidents as if the
factories are being occupied by a
handful of “communist-minded agi-
tators” whom the aroused “loyal
workers” are -ejecting from the
premises in order to resume work.
At the same time an intense cam-
paign is being carried on to com-
pel the Peoples Front government
to take energetic measures against
the sit-in strikers. The bosses
have refused to participate in' any
further arbitrations. Undoubtedly.
France is on the eve of a new
conflict on a cologsal scale which
will no longer have the peaceful

character of the June days.
* * * d

New “Moscow Trial:;?”

Rumors of a new trial keep
emanating from the foreign cor-
regpondents in the Soviet Union
and are given wide circulation in
the European press. Those who
seem to have the least doubt of
the inevitability of the new trial
(and of a whole series in fact) are

the Russian White Guards. * Mil-
iukov’s Paris paper “Poslednya
Novosti,” has been featuring a

column entitled “Before the Next
plying biographical: data of "the
outstanding personalities who will
presumably beinyolved:; -

. Thug;-the issue:of; November 18
carries a brief biography of ‘Sokol-
A S
and Putna, is next on the schetul
The Russmn exiles who are in the
Menshevik camp have also taken
note of these rumors. In the No-
vember 8 issue of ‘“Sotzialestiche-
ski Vestnik,”” Abramovich, leader
of the Russian Mensheviks, has an
article the substance of which is
that he hopes the Soviet govern-
ment hag§ learned from the last
fiasco and will have the good
sense, if not the decency, not to
stage any more trials,

In the meantime, the trial in
Novosibirsk in Western Siberia
has taken place. - There is every
indication that this latest “trial””
is only a prelude to something
much bigger to be staged in Eu-
ropean Russia in the near future

—unless the plans miscarry.
* ® *

Popular Frontism—
French Style

The Manchester Guardian Week-
ly for November 13 carries the
following eloquent item:

“The Blum Goverment accepted
on Friday a Senate motion which
was, in effect ,a rather sharp re-
buke of M. Blancho, the TUnder
Secretary fo.r Marine. M. Blancho
is a Socialist and when he recent.
ly visited the arsenal at Brest the
workers received him with a dis-
play of red flags and the singing
of the ‘Internationale’....M. Dum-
esnif in the Senate on Friday de-
clared such political demonstra-
tions among the arsenal workers
to be intolerable....M. Dumesnil
said that by encouraging such a
demonstration, and by giving the
Front Populaire salute, M. Blancho
had placed the naval officers in an
awkward and humiliating position.

“M. Blancho replied, rather apol:

Cleaners and Dyers Win

Strike
SAN FRANCISCO.—A strike of

in the F. Thomas, J. Allec and
Taco plants ended in victory this
week for the union.

The firms have been bitterly
anti-union for many years and
the victory brings one hundred
per cent organization in sight.

The agreement provides the
eight-hour day, forty-hour week,
union recognition, preferential hir-
ing and wage increases of from
one to ten dollars a week.

Letter To the Editor

Editor, Labor Action:

The Western Worker has
gseemingly learned nothing from
the Spanish slaughter.

Its policy, dictated by the
Comintern, has been a great
eye-opener for the need of a
correct militant organ of strug-
gle. The shift of the readers is
on, from the “Western Worker”
and the status quo, to “Labor
Action” and a Workers’ World.

SHIFTER,
Glendale, Calif.

|

Trial,” which at present is sup-|.

«tfornia Youth Assembly.”

&

three hundred cleaners and dyers |:

Lof - the social ‘revolution.

ogetically, that in' visiting the
Brest arsenal he felt a ‘worker
among workers,” and that no of-

fense was intended to the naval
| officers.”

; * * *
Switzerland

The Communist Party of Switz-
erland has recently addressed an
open letter to the Swiss Socialist
Party. with® the usual offer of
“united front.” The Open Letter
contains, of éourse, vows of un-
swerving faithfulness and devotion
to democracy, and profound con-
cern for “the cause of national
defense.

Taking, cognizance of this public
offer, the Nationa] Committee of
the Swiss Socialist Party, a re-
formist organization, replied with
an Open Letter of its own reject-
ing the proposal and motivating
its posgition in part as follows:

“Your declarations are proof of
the fact that you have sacrificed
the fundamental points in your
own program. If these declara-
tions are sincere, Yyour party has
no right to .any further existence
alongside of the Socialist Party.
The logical conclusion of your
new politica] program should be
not the establishment of a united
front, but’ the liquidation of the
Communist Party of Switzerland.”

Laundry Drivers
M ake Demands

San Francisco Laundry Drivers
Union, Local 256, has expired. A
new agreement has been drawn up
by the union and approved by the
Joint Council of Teamsters. In
the near future it will be pre-
gented - to the Laundry Owners
Association. It demands that in-
side drivers, who now get from
$30 to $32.50 and commissions, be
given $35 to $45 a week and com-
missions. Hours, now 48, are to
be 44. Outside drivers are to get
small concessions. A permanent
arbitration board, consisting of a
representative each of owners and
drivers, balanced by an “im-
partial” third man, will settle dis-
putes that arise during the term
of the agreement.

This is the first time in 17
yvears that this conservative union
has made demands. The union
owns stock in Independent Laun-
dry, and with this and other laun-
dries that do not belong to the
Laundry Owners’ Assn., should be
able effectively to finish. any
fight the owners should start.
This is in spite of the fact that
the industry in San Francisco is
only 30 per cent organized. Some
plants have the Workers and En-
gineers organized, but mnot the
drivers. Chinese are excluded by
the Teamsters International, Some
years ago efforts were made to
organize the French laundries, A
Ways and Means Committee,
composed of representatives of
the Laundry Workers Union, the
Drivers and Engineers has existed
for sometime but so far no prog-

ress has been made.

‘Socialist Youth

California YPSL On The March

Murry Weiss returned from his
tour of the northern part of the
state. with reports of increased
Yipsel activity in most places. He
spoke at many successful meetings
in Fresno, Stockton, Berkeley and
San Francisco. - At these meetings
he explained the efforts of the
ship-owners. and the government
to break the Maritime unions, and
answered questions pertaining to
the justifiable demands of the
workers. - We do not doubt that
this tour- has done a great deal
to swing the sympathies of young
workers and students to the side
of ‘the stmkers.

_ DISTRICT EXECUTIVE

ple’s Sopialist League met in Los
Angeles on ‘December 5th and 6th.
Thig was the third DECEMBER
triet  organization was set up.
TRe question of united-front ac-
tivities. on the California Youth
Bill and the American Youth Con-
gress. was considered at this meet-
ting.
“YCL. MANEUVERS”

The entire question of the Amer-
ican Youth Congress is one which
holds the key to united-front youth
activity. This is especially true
in regard to the California Youth
Act, a bill which makes demands
for economic aid for young work-
ers and students on the state gov-
érnment. Thus far we have been
discouraged : by the tendency of
the Young Communist League to
mechanically dominate the Ameri-
can Youth Congress and its illegi-
timate offspring “The Promotion
Committee for a Northern Cali-
1 The
Young People’s Socialist League
looks upon the American Youth
Congress ag  the apparatus for
united-front youth activities, and
the tendency of the Young Com-
munist L.eague to set up phoney
“fronts’” every time a new issue
comtes up is harming and not help-
ing the efforts to strengthen the
Youth Congress as the springboard
for launching united activity.

_INDUSTRIAL ACTIVITY

At the present time there are
three hotspots in which the
Yipsels. are active. First and
foremost among these iz the mari-
time strike. The role of Young
Socialists in this strike is recog-
nized by all militants as a pro-
gressive one.

‘From San Diego comes word
that Dick Fraser and other com-
#ades are busily engaged in or-
\g.a,nizmg and assisting the tomato

workers who are preparing a
strike under the leadership of the
Federatlon of Agricultural Work-
ers’ Unions ‘consisting of unions
of Mexican, Filipino, Japanese and
American workers. And in Stock-
ton Socialists ‘are actively en-
gaged in aiding the celery strik-
ers.

We welcome into the YPSL the
newly chartered circle in Domin-
guez Hills, The comrades in that
circle have learned their lessons
in the school of struggle against
the agricultural barons and are
well steeled to fight in the forces
Con-
‘gratulations to Paula Aragon and
Myra Tanner for sticking to their
posts in one of .the most difficult
organization jobs. in the state.

And they have so far turned in
more than a hundred dollars in
contributions and a large stack of
'sibs. Good work comrades.

WHERE AND;WHEN WE MEET

The  Karl knecht Circle of
San Franci an a successful af-
fair Thanksgi ing Eve’ to raise
madstot‘ ;ﬁ,Ofﬁceuln

ittee of the Young Peo- |

Stockton netted plenty dinero on
the Weiss tour . .. Palo Alto is
getting all set to apply for a char-
ter thanks to the efforts of a
couple of plugging comrades . . .
Millie Goldberg travels to Red-
wood City every Sunday afternoon
to teach a eclags in Socialism  for
young workers ., . . Los Angeéles
has four circles and is gunning
for more. The Yipsels all over
the state are cutting a wide swath
in the ranks of working-class
youth and the organization is
really growing,

Young workers and students—
Your place is in the ranks of the

Young People's Sdcialist League. |

We have groups funct:oning in

o Yy Bi
at 8 PM at 3751 S. Shamoune St.

San Francisco meets every Fri-
day night at 8 PM ati 1057 Steiner
St.

Stockton clrcle ‘meets Friday
night at 8 PM at 511 East Chan-
nel St.

Berkeley circle meets Tuesday
night at 8 PM at 2533 Telegraph
Road,

Palo Alto-Redwood City group
every Sunday afternoon at 804
Hudson St., Redwood City.

Dominguez Hills meets Wednes-
day nights at Socialist Headquar-
ters.

Watts study class meets Wed-
nesday nights at Townsend head-
quarters on Wilmington and 103rd
St.

Los Angeles-Debs Circle No. 1
meets Wednesday at 8 PM at
1161, West Ninth St.

Jimmy Higgins Circle meets.
Tuesday at 8 PM at 717 N. Fickett
St.

Circle No. 3 meets Friday at 8
PM at 717 N. Fickett St.

Pasadena circle meets Friday at
8 PM at 268 W. Mountain.

If there is no group listed for
your community you can get in-
formation concerning The Young
People’s Socialist League by writ-
ing to District Secretary, YPSL,
Room 334, 628 Montgomery St.,
San Francisco, California.

Young People’s Soclalist League
circles throughout the country
please take note. Send us inter-
esting information on your activi-
ties and projects. We want to
make this column your column.
This applies especially to circles
west of the Mississippi. All copy
MUST be in by Saturday of each
week.

Shoe Clerks Organize

LOS ANGELES, Dec 5.—Its or-
ganization campaign aided by
Socialist party members, the Re-
tail Shoe Clerks’ Union reports
that over 500 workers are now
members of the union.

Contracts involving wage scales
and hours of work are now being
drawn up, it- was learned, for
presentation to employers.

L. A. Teamsters’ Union
Grows

LOS ANGELES, Dec. 5.—The
Teamsters’ Union this week an-
nounced 705 new members had
joined ther union in their current
L organization drive as they shifted
their emphasis from signing up
members on the highways to call-
ing at the homes of prospective
members.

The change of organization
method, it was reported, was ef-
fected .iIn ‘order to avoid armed
clashes with police,.s-who, In re-
sponse to demands by the Los
Angeles Times and a few anti-
union employers, had undertaken

to oppose the union’s drive,

L

The present agreement of the |

l The Party At Work

NOTE: Locals, don’t keep your
activity to yourselves. SEND IN
NEWS FOR THIS COLUMN!

Get your local Labor Action
agent to sit down as soon as
this issue reaches you and start
writing up the news of the past
week so that it will get to the
Labor Action office by Satur-
day morning or not later than
the first Monday mail!

U. S. Drive

Fina] report on the standing of
locals in the TUnitéd Socialist
Fund Drive for 1936 was sent
to locals and members-at-large last
week, Because of individual con-
tributions sent direct to the Na-
tional Office by members of locals
or members-at-large, some locals
went ’way over the top in fulfill-
ing their quotas.

Palo Alto, with a quota of $26.25
for the National Office, sent
$157.70. Tuos Angeles, with a
quota of $80.00, sent $377.25. San
Francisco, with a quota of $134.75,
sent $265.88. Members-at-large, to
whom a quota of $108.00 was as-
signed, are credited with $138.56
to the National Office, Bakerstield,
with a quota of $36.75, sent $44.86.

Especial honorable mention is
due Bakersfield, mainly because
all their contributions were sent
through the State Office, thus giv-
ing the State Office a share, and
because their total represents
faithful payment of pledges from
members of a small local.

LOS ANGELES:

Local organizer, David Stevens,
has been assisting with the work
of building the Harbor City Branch
which is getting under way and

|| will soon be ready to function as

a fullfledged, chartered branch,
E I T

Active work is being done among
the maritime workers in the San
Pedro area. Several new members
of the Socialist Party have been
recruited.

& * * *

Market workers in Los Angeles,
who have been working for several
weeks on organization into a un-
ion, have grown more than 200
per cent, having recently taken in
more than a hundred new mem-
bers at a single meeting. The
Socialist Party of Log Angeles has
been giving them space for their
meetings, and the Industrial Or-
ganizer has been giving every
assistance possible to further
their growth.

I
BERKELEY

In spite of final examinations
and . the commg vacatlon‘ at the
cu'cle § carrying -on the regular
class on “Kapital,” given by Com-
rade Sam Meyers on Sunday after-
noon at the headquarters on 2533
Telegraph Road. A new class on
“The' History of the American
Labor Movement” will be begun

L - shvouid--

At the last regular Monday edu-
cational meeting Frank Stern led
a discussion on “The Role of a
Revolutionary Press,” and next
Monday, December 14, the subject
for discussion will be “The Olgan-
ization of N.Y.A.”

Y.P.S.L. members in Berkeley
will concentrate during the vaca-
tion on house-to-house canvassing
to build the c1rcu1at10n of Labor
Action.

SOCIALIST
CALENDAR

SAN FRANCISCO:

Socialist Party Local: December
16, Wednesday, at 8 p. m., 1057
Steiner Street, business meeting
will be held.

Socialist Study Classes: Every
Monday, 6:45 p. m—Socialist
Fundamentals,

Every Monday, 8:30 p. m.—His-
tory of Socialist Thought (Class
now studying the Russian Revolue,
tion.)

Hvery Thursday, 8:00 p. m.—
Trade Union History and Tactics.
Discussion led by Barney Mayes.

BERKELEY:

Socialist Party Local: Meets
every Thursday at 8 p. m., 2533
Telegraph Avenue.

PALO ALTO:

Socialist Party Local: Meets
every second Wednesday of the.
month at 915 Channing Avenue,
at 8 p. m.

STOCKTON:
Socialist Party Local: Meets

every Monday at 8 p. m. at 234
N. Sutter Street. First and Third
Monday regular business meetings,
Second and Fourth, open educa-
tional meetings.

OXNARD: }
Socialist Party Local: Meets

every Monday at 8 p. m. (Address

will be announced next issue).

First and third meetings, regular
business meetings; second and
fourth meetings, social ‘and edu-
cational.

LOS ANGELES:

Socialist Party Local: Meets
every Thursday, 8 p. m., at 118%
‘West Ninth Street,

Socialist Party Jewish Brancht
Meets every Thursday, 8 p. m., at
126 North Saint Louis Street.
Sunday Evening Forum: . Every
Sunday, 8 p. m., at 116% West
Ninth Street.

NOTE
Mmalist “Party - ltogals =

ALL -

items they wish “listed in the
calendar. Be sure to notify the
State Office of any corrections
or additions in this calendar.
Locals not reported in this
issue, please get the information
in IMMEDIATELY. Send in

around January 14.

NEWS!

Western States

Federation

Of the Socialist Party

Red Special

Nothing further has been re-

ported about the Red Special Tour.
Western  Federation Secretary,
Crary Trimble, has sent out a
Bulletin to Hxecutive Members
asking them. to send in proposals
for use of the truck in their state,
giving. an outline of the places
where = organization is: strong
enough to be a centre fram which
the truck can work; condition of
roads and weather in the sections
where work is to be done; an
analysis of conditions which the
organizer will meet on the organi-
zation tour; and suggestions for
the progress of the tour geograph-
ically.
*® % x %

A proposal ig up for voting by
the Executive Committee to invite
Comrade Ernest Erber, recently
returned from Spain, to come
through the West on a speaking
tour under the sponsorship of the
Western Federation and the Young
People’s Socialist League.

* .ok L

State Secretaries have been
asked to send regular reports of
activities to Labor Action for the
weekly Western Federation col-

umn.
N T T

New Mexico |

From the State  Secretary of
New Mexico we received an en-
thusiastic reaction to Labor Action,
two months’ dues for the Federa-
tion, and assurance of co-operation
to make the Red Special Tour
a success.

We quote from Comrade Pow-
ell’'s letter: ‘“You may tell the
editors of Labor Action that we
Socialists here are proud to see
them standing for Socialism
against these petty reform moves.
We are afraid of these Labor-
Party moves. If what has gone
under these names in the old
world, the nation, and this state
are what we’ll get—we want
nothing of it. A Labor-Party would
be a haven for .political discon-
tents and opportunists. I for one
canot see much good being done
by the Labor Parties in the old
world. When they get in power
they forget the clasg struggle and
revolutiongry change, and work
for mnothing but mild reforms. I
think working with unions, the

ionly

unemployed, helping tn all Iabor
struggles will give us the means
of educating the people and show;
ing them that Socialists are the
ones working for their

emancipation.”
£ % ok * %

Kansas Issues
A Challenge

From the Kansas Socialist,
monthly bulletin of the state or-
ganization: “The election is over
—but the fight for Socialism goes
on ... The heart of the revolu-
tionary socialist never bheats. re-
treat. A defeat is not something
to grieve over; but something
from  which we may learn . . .
As a party we are faced with two
major problems: (1) the building
of an efficient, functioning organ-
ization; and (2) ‘the launching of
an educational program that will
draw the line sharply between
socialism and every brand of re-
formism. For us, as individuals,
the tasks are many and the re-
sponsibilities great: increased de-
votion, more hard work, greater
determination, more thorough self-
education, and closer co-operation
all down the line. We have lost
a battle—we shall win the war.
FORWARD TO 1%40!”

We note, with regret, that Com-
rade Whiteside, State Secretary
of Kansas is forced to resign his
post because of ill health. Com-
rade Whiteside has been a cour-
ageous fighter and loyal worker
for revolutionary socialism in the
west, and he has put a great
deal of effort into the building of
support for the Western Federa-
tion. We take this opportunity,
however, to greet the new State
Secretary, Comrade Pearlanna
Briggs of Wichita, and extend our
hope that Kansas will continue to
keep in close touch with the W.
F. 8, P. and keep Labor Action
posted with news from Kansas.

% ok ok

Socialist Party branches and lo-
cals outside of California pleage
take note—if you want to build an
active group of Young Socialists
in your community, and if your
state organization is affiliated to
the Western Federation of the So-
cialist Party, the YPSL of Cali-
fornia will give you organizational
aid. Write to our office for more

information.

in-WEBKLY “any
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Revolutionary Truth and the
Spanish Situation

“We do not blind ourselves to the dang-
ers of Popular Frontism,” declared the
National Executive Committee of the So-
cialist Party in its recent resolution calling
for support of the heroic struggle of Spain’s
workers and peasants.

The NEC did not have to wait long to

bave its warning words proven to the hilt.

‘Leaders of the two ‘“anti-fascist” bour-
geois parties of Catalonia have been caught
in the act of organizing a plot to assassi-
nate the workers’ leaders of Catalonia.
Since the outbreak of the civil war these
bourgeois leaders had given lip service to
the anti-fascist cause, flattered the work-
ers’ parties and unions, even had marched
in honor of the Nineteenth Anniversary of
the Russian Revolution—but behind this
false-front, the “liberal” bourgeoisie was
waiting for an opportunity to betray the
fight against fascism, to stab the workers
in the back. We give the full details of
this counter-revolutionary attempt in an-
other place in this issue.

" The dangers of Popular Frontism have
been demonstrated to be the dangers of
open, outright counter-revolution by the
bourgeois elements in the Popular Front.

Revolutionary Socialists in America and
throughout the world have been warning
the working-class against this danger lurk-

ing behind the People’s Front in Spaln,‘

France and anywhere a Peoples Front is
set up..

The very idea of a People’s Front pro-
gram, a joint program between workers
and “liberal” bourgeoisie, was denounced
by the leader of the Russian Revolution in
words which read as though written
against the Stalinist antics of today.

“All attempts to draw a line, or to define
by specially formulated ‘points’ . . . the

limits beyond which begins the hypocrisy.

of the bourgois friends of freedom, or, if
youlike, the betrdyal of liberty by its’ bouri
geois friends, are\1nev1tab1y doomed to fail-
ure, for the bourgeoisie, placed between
two fires (the autocracy and the prole-
tariat), is by a thousand ways and means
capable of changing its positions and slo-
gans, of adapting itself just an inch to the
left or an inch to the right, always bargain-
ing and haggling like a broker. The task
of proletarian democracy is not to invent
such sterile ‘points,” but to unceasingly
criticise the developing political situation,
to expose the new unforeseen inconsis-
tencles and acts of treachery of the bour-
geoisie.” (Lenin’s “Two Tactics of Social-
Demeocracy,” p. 1086.)

~ Hopelessly compromised by the Stalinist
line of ‘collaboration with the ‘“‘anti-fascist”
bourgeoisie, of shamelessly defending
these false friends from the criticism of
revolutionary socialists, the Daily Worker
has completely suppressed the news of the

"attempted counter-revolution in Barcelona.

Instead, the Daily Worker of December
5 launches a murderous attack on “Trot-
skyist Assassins of Unity,” alleging an inci-
dent of several.weeks ago in Paterson, New
Jersey which, the Stalinists say, “vividly
illustrates the Trotsky-infected position

adopted by the Socialist Call, the Socialist

Quarterly, and the new thoroughly Trot-
skyist ‘Labor Action’.””” The Paterson So-
cialists are charged with issuing a leaflet
which says: “Down with the traitorous
and betraying People’s Front Government!
All- Power- to the Peasants and Workers
Committees!”

We have not seen the Paterson leaflet,

but even if it includes what the Daily

Worker claims, then it is clear that the
Daily Worker’s attack is deliberately de-
signed to confuse the workers and to hide
the fact that the Communist Parties have
repudiated in word and in deed the very
foundations of the revolutionary doctrines
which carried the Russian Revolution to

" victory in 1917.

Against the various Peoples Front Gov-
ernments of February to November, 1917,
Lenin and Trotsky launched the slogan,
“Down with the capitalist ministers” —a

slogan designed to force the workers’ lead-

ers in the government to break their col-
laboration with, to kick out, the capitalist
.ministers. In the very heat of the struggle
against the Kornilov counter-revolution in
September, 1917, when Kerensky and the
other bourgeois ministers in the Peoples
Front Government were certainly — as
much as Azana, Companys & Co. today—
shouting for smashing Kornilov, the Bol-
sheviks issued a proclamation warning the
workers that the Provisional Government
was impotent and that only the workers’
own discipline and power could defeat
Kornilov.

In a special letter to the Bolshevik Cen-
tral Committee, Lenin castigated those who

uiteved “phraces about the defense of the
country, about supporting the Provisional
Government, etc.” “We will fight, we are
fighting against Kornilov, even as Keren-

|sky’s troops do, but we do not support

Kerensky,” said Lenin. “On the contrary,
we expose his weakness. There is the dif-
ference. It is rather a subtle difference,
but it is hlghly essential and one must not
forget it.”

And there was not the slightest thought
of waiting until the struggle against Korn-
ilov was over before taking power for the
workers. On the contrary, Lenin said,
“aven tomorrow events may put power into
our hands, and then we shall not relin-
quish it.” (Works, Vol. XXI, Book I, p.
137).

‘OQur Paterson comrades were absolutely |

correct in the slogan for Spain: “All Pow- |

er to the Workers and Peasants Commit-
tees.” They failed to understand, however,
what was indicated by Lenin, in the same
letter: “It would be erroneous to think that
we have moved away from the task of ine
proletarlat %onquering power. .No. We
have come tremendously mearer to it,
though not directly, but from one side. This
very minute we must conduct propaganda
not so much directly against Kerensky, as
indireetly against the same man, that is,
by demanding an active and most ener-
getic, really revolutionary war against
Kornilov.”

Really revolutionary war meant using

against Kornilov not only military, but also ||

political weapons. Therefore Lenin ad-
vanced the slogans of transfer of the land-
owners’ land to the peasants, workers’ con-
trol over bread and factories, etec. “Down
with the Peoples Front Government” is a
bare, abstract slogan which, moreover,
runs the danger of not making clear to the
workers that it is the bourgeois character
of the government that is being attacked,
and not the workers’ organizations par-
t1c1pat1ng in it.

No serious worker will permit himself
to be confused about ‘the essential issues
by the screeching of the Daily Worker. No
amount of hysterical yowling will hide the
fact that the Stalinists are the most vocifer-
ous, most systematlc, and biggest force
pushing for the pernicious Peoples Front
policy everywhere.

Let us throw all our energies into the
campaign for rendering material aid to the
Spanish workers and peasants, as laid
down by the last meeting of the NEC. The
more that we can do to aid our Spanish
comrades, the more will they appreciate
our comradely criticism.

Let us make every Socialist and trade
union headquarters a depot for supplies
‘or. the Spamsh masses struggle agamst
fas(nsz&ﬂ o e e S i :

Let Them Eat Quotas'

Hunger and arrests finally broke the

“sit-down’ protest of Los Angeles women
fighting against the firing of 2,000 of their
sisters by Roosevelt’s Works Progress Ad-
ministration.

The same official brutality which.marks
every conflict between private employers
and their workers was used by the admin-
istration recently overwhelmingly elected
as the “Friend of Labor,” the defender of
the common man.

The United Press gives the story briefly
and brutally: “Five women capitulated be-
cause of hunger and ‘two, Mrs. Myrtle Cal-
lahan and Charlotte Boynton, were arrest-
ed by the police ‘red’ squad on charges of
malicious mischief. Then the water was
shut off and the women’s rest rooms
locked.”

This is the chlvalry of the Democratic
Administration to women fighting for the
right to bare subsistence in free ‘America,
the land of “life, liberty and the pursuit of
happiness.”

Major T. D. Weaver, assistant Los An-

geles County administrator, justified ths

action on the ground that there “is abso-
lutely no way these women can be put
back to work under the quota.”

“The quota! A quota concocted in a Wash-
ington back room decides whether women

and children in Los Angeles shall eat or

starve! This is the humanitarianism of
the Democratic Party of capitalism.
With the blindness of privilege in every

age our Bourbons tell us that if we have no,

bread we can eat quotas.

This in the richest natlon on earth. This
in America where an “over production” of
all the good things of life jams warehouses
to overflowing. Still, intelligent workers
should not be surprised. It has always been,
and always will be, this way under capital-
ism. Capitalism which grows fat upon the
want of the workers who produce its
wealth; the monster which uses the very
machines that could produce plenty for alt
to destroy the jobs and the livelihood of
millions. ‘

To twelve million family heads PER-
MANENTLY jobless until the capitalism
which cannot make a profit out of their la-
bor is destroyed, the moguls of America
send Major Weaver’s message:

“There is absolutely no way these men
and women can be put back to work un-
der the system!”

And the “quotas’ of government, Demc-
cratic and Republican, will be exact reflec-
tions of the system which buys and pays
for capltahst government.

There is still just one road to ‘plenty,
peace and freedom— )

PSS S R U DU

The road of the class struggle for Social-
ism!

During Gide’s recent visit to the

To be sure, one could hardly

through his senses and emotions,

document.

capitalism in Western Europe:

tional frontiers.
In the preface, he writes:

its culture.
“But perhaps I wag deceived

In 1932 Andre Gide came out in support of communism which
implied in' effect that while intending to. aid the cause of the
world working clags he had rallied to the support of the ruling
bureaucracy in Moscow. The outstanding man of letters in France
was naturally courted, flattered and exalted by.the Stalinists,
Andre Gide, they thought would .serve them faithfully and well
as an imposing facade to hide their actual policies and practices,

in hospitality. Gide has just published a booklet containing his
impressions of this journey, entitled Return From the U.S.S.R.

This little book is-a milestone in the evolution of the French
intellectual circles vis a vis Stahmsm and will undoubtedly have
repercussions among intellectuals the world over. Although there
is no reference in the book to the Moscow Trial, -the latter has '
considerable bearing on the book itself.

Gide a synthesized political analysis. In a certain sense, his testi-
mony is all the more invaluable because free from any compulsion

to hew to a blindly accepted political credo.
Gide has always maintained a certain integrity—the integrity of

an artist who seeks to convey feality not in terms of logic but

he kept his eyes wide open, refused to allow his brain to dry
up and his intellect to .become deranged. On his return, he
translated what he had observed mto a precmus psychological

In a series of succinct sketches Gide truly and’vividly con-
veys everything in the Soviet Union ‘that marks an-advance over

material and cultural impulsion which was supplied by the Octo-
ber revolution to drag the peoples of Russia from barbarism. But
he does not conceal the bitter kernel of truth, namely, that this
progress is already- beginning ‘to react against the proletariat
dominated by a State bureaucracy and hemmed within the na-

“, . . There are things of greater moment than myself, of
greater moment than the U.S.8. R., namely, humanlty, jts destiny,

have followed the evolutlon of the U.S.S.R. a little more than a -
year judge whether it 1s I who have changed or the U S.S.R. And .
by the U.S.S.R. I mean the rulers ‘there.” ' i

We reprint bglow a number of significant passages from the
book, without any comment upon them at present.

U.S.S.R., they outdid themselves

expect from an artist like Andre

As a creative writer,

During his visit to the U.S.S.R.

the full extent of that colossal

from the outset" Let those who

“Return from

Extracts from Andre Gide’s

The USSR”

This petty bourgems spmt whlch |
I fear tends to develop over there
is, as Isee it, profoundly counter-
revolutlonary through andy 'hrough

Vet ity ot thatyﬁt
being ' called” *“counter-r&volu
‘ary” in the U.S.S.R. today. T
almost just the opposite:

The spirit which is being called
“counter-revolutionary” today, - is.
the very same spirit, that same fea‘
ment which toppled’the half- rotten
props of the old Czarist world. One‘
should like to be able to think thatl
men’s hearts are filled to overflow: |
ing with love for their own kind, or i
at least with an imperative yearn-
ing for justice. But so soon:-as the
revolution is accomplished, has tri-
umphed and is stabilized, it is not
that which is any lohger in ques-
tion; and these sentiments that in
the beginning animated the pioneer
revolutionists turn into impedi-
ments, becoming ~ obstructive as
things no longer -of "service. L
would compare these sentiments to
'a scaffolding by means of which an
'arch is raised, but which is dis-
mantled once the -keystone has
been lodged in place.: Now that
the revolution has trlumphed Mow
that it is being stabilized and do-
mesticated, now that it is com-
promising, and, as some will 'say,
becoming wiser, those who are still
animated by this revolutionary fer-
ment and who considered as com-
promising all the successive con-
cessions, they are obstructors, they
are held in shame—suppressed. |

Criticism Stifled.

Would it. not then be much bet-
ter intead of playing with words to
recognize that the. revolutionary
spirit (and even the whole. spirit
of criticism) is no longer permis-
sible, no. longer mecessary? ‘What
is now in demand is ‘@cceptance,
conformity. What they desire and.
exact is an approbation of every-
thing being done in the U.S:8.R.;
what they strive to attain is that
this approbation. be not:passive but
sincere, and even enthusiastic. The
most astonishing thing:is that they!
do attain it. On the. other hand, the
slightest protest, the least criticism
is liable to harshest penalties, and,
in fact, is instantly stifled. And I
doubt whether in any other-coun-
try today, even in Hitler's -Germany
the spirit is less free, more con-
strained, more -timorous (terror-
ized), more slavish.

{

LI R

The effigy of - Stalin s every-
where, ‘his name i heard on every
lip, rhapsodies in his praise are in-
fallibly -included in all speeches.
Especially in Georgia. I was un-
able there to enter a single occu-
pied room, however humble or sor-
did, without perceiving a portrait
of Stalin on the ‘wall hanging ‘on
the - spot where  previously, no
doubt, an icon  used to. hang.
Whether from 'adoration, ‘love or
fear, I do not know: he is-every-
where and always.

Compulsory Fawning
On the road from Tiflis to Batum,
we pass througb ori, the litle

‘what else*' i %

occurred to me that it would doubt-
, less bé & piece of courtesy, on my
part to send him a mesage in ack- |

everywhere acclalmed feasted and
pampered. I wil mever find a better
ocasion. I-order the automobile to
pull up in front of a postal station,
and present the text of a telegram.
It reads substantially as follows:

“In passing through Gori on oyr
marvelous journey I am impelled
cordially to.extend to you...” But
at this pomt the translator halts
abruptly. I must not talk that way.
“You” -is not enough when that
Syou” is. Stalin. That is most im-
proper,. Somethmg has to be added.
And since I betray a certain stupor,
they hold. a -consultation. I am
proferr,ed - “You, Leader of the
workers” or “You, Master of the
peoples” or . ... I no-longer recall

This seems to me absurd 1 pro-
test that Stalin’ is above: such
fawmng I argue in vam There is
nothing to be done.’ They ‘will ac-
cept -my wire only if I .consent to
the additions. *And sinece in ques-
tion here ‘is a translation which I
am unable -even to. cheek, war-
weary, I ooncede, but in 'so” doing
I refuse “to: assume any. responsi-
contribute ‘to place between - Sta-

Andre Gldes “Return
From Soviet Union”

‘Departure from ‘I‘delal N ot Subject to Dispute’

impassable gulf. And as I had had

appeared
stay there and that I would say so.
* k%

Departure from Ideal

from the initial ideal, is not sub-

same breath, question
what was initially desired was im-
mediately realizable. Is it bank-
ruptcy? or is it an opportune and
indisputable adaptation to unfor-
seen difficulties?

Does this transition from the
“mystic” to the “politic” carry de-
gradation fatally in its wake? For
here we no longer touch upon a
question of theory; we are in the
domain of practice; it is necessary
to reckon with the menschliches

cont,rlbutest to. place between Sta-
lin and’ the people an. awful and

allzumenschliches—and to reckon
with the enemy. ’
Numerous resolutions by Stalin
are adopted, and in recent times,
almost all of them reflect the re-
lationship with Germany and are
dictated by a fear of Germany. The
progressive restoration of the fam-
ily, of private property, and of in-
heritance find a valid explanation:
it is necessary to instill the Soviet
citizen with a feeling that he has
some personal property to defend.
But it is thus that the initial im-
pulse is gradually drained and lost,
and the eye ceases to “be fixed
ahead. I wil be told that this is
necessary and urgent. because a
flank attack threatens ruin to the
undertaking. But one by one, the
adaptations put the undertaking in
danger.
Fear of “Trotskyism”
Another fear is that of “Trot-

the spirit of counter-revolution
there. For there are some who re-
fuse to believe that this compro-
mising was necessary; they view
all these adaptations as so many
defeats. There may be explana-
tions and excuses to be’ provided
for the dev1atlon from the ouglnal

- thiss dev1atxon tha.t is alone of im-

portance. But today it-is the spirit
of submission, it is conformity that
is demanded. All those will be con-
sidered as ‘““Trotskyists” who do
not declare themselves contented.
And matters are at such a pass
that one begins to question
whether if Lenin himself returned
to life today . ..?

We weére promised the dictator-
ship of the proletariat. We are far
from the mark. Yes, a dictatorship,
obviously; but the dictatorship of a
man, and no longer that of a united
proletariat, of the Soviets. It is
important that we do not dupe our-
selves, and it is imperative to state
with complete clarity: we have not
got what was wanted. A step
further, and we will even say: thjg
ig.exactly what we did not want.

*It does apear as if I were in-
venting, doesn’t it? Alas, no! And
¥t no one unnecessarily tell me
that this incident merely involved
a stupid underling, or some mala-
droit zealot. No, we had in our
company, partaking in tae discus-
sion, several personages of suffi-
ciently high rank, in any case, per-
fectly informed as to the “cus-
toms.” '

| ";:Af:'ﬁ.'ﬂhe‘f*‘*w’o“ld-ﬂe, Fascist Outfit

The - would-be . fascists . keep "try-
ing. In.the- last few months an-
other 1nternatlouat 1nc1p1ent Fas-
cist . orgamzatlon has appeared in

alifornia——The “4.4-8:3'4  Club.”
Quahtxcatlons for membershlp are
based .. upen - antl—semltism, mass
1gnorance and i superstltxon
Abounding. with . sophlstrles and
banalties, - it’s. platform. is dlrected
to pseudo- mteliectuals and' mis-
guided workers. . ; :

Bold-face : type, cepitals' and
italics run rampant through the
textbook .which. is .supposed to be
loaned to prospective members for
three days only. The world with
a fence around it is promised to
the - followers - of- the organization
it the <directions ' are : followed.
These  directions or directives as
outlined  in “Mankind United” con-

.| sist of .organizing a 4-4-8-3-4 Club

for the ‘purpose of discussing the
questions. .of the -day. .Further:
when and if -the organization has
a membership of some umteen
million people -the -“Leaders” will
carry on a' thirty-day radio and
press campaign informing the
faithful. just how they intend to
take over .the world.

Attack “Hidd‘en‘ Rulers” * ’

A ferocious attack is carried on
against the “Hidden Rulers” and

the “Money Changers” A com-
plete expose of ‘the methods used
‘by these people to silence an

few pages of the book.

“It was soon learned that one
of four (4) methods are always
used by the world’s Hidden Rul-

ers . . . First, Intimijdation . . .
Threats . . . next they attempt
to bribe . . if these methods
fail .. . . the leadership is aided

and flattered until such a time
as the leader’s egotism is so in-
flated that the original ideas will
be forgotten and sublimated to
the leader’s striving for power.
Thus the “Money Changers” will
have nothing to fear.
last method is ‘“Assassination.”
"It is immediately pointed out
and assurance is given that the
leaders of the international 4-4-8-
3-4 Club cannot be “intimidated,”
“threatened,” “bribed,” “aided” or
“agsagsinated” for they, too, are
unknown.

With such grandilogquent titles

as. ‘“Universal Service Corpora-
tion”—“the Research and Admin-
istrative Department of the Inter-
national Institute of Universal Re-
gearch and  Administration” —
“Fear and Hate-Generating Propa-
ganda” the guillible and the cred-
ulous and the ignorant are to be
drained of their meager earnings
and herded into groupings.

The requirements for becoming
an active member are: to buy a
copy of “Mankind United” (price
$2.50), circulate the copy among
your friends until you find an-
other sucker who'll put up $2.50.

attack upon 'the -existing system

_born. It has

is - given . gratis. within the first

When you’ve purchase five copies

you will be “invited” to form a

the occasion to ascertain similar re-
touchings and refinements in the
translations of various brief re-
marks which I was prevailed, upon
to make in the U.S.S.R., I straight-
way declare that I will not acknow-
ledge as mine any text which had
in Russian during my

That there has been a departure

ject to dispute. But can we, in the
whether

skyism” and what they label today.

And the’

SIDELINES |

By JONATHAN DOE
We. . . .

Oh, to hell with this “We” busi-
ness—I, Jonathan Doe, wish to
make an affidavit. I hereby sol-
emnly swear—(Yes, I know., Lily
Pons dreams too much and I
swear and smoke too much).
Nevertheless, I swear, affirm, and
all the rest of it that I came with-
in the skin of my teeth of being
captured last night!

The last of my Sbeialist com-
rades, so the Communists tell me,
was captured by the Trotskyites
some time ago, so I haven’t much
to hope for. But anyway I'm still
at large, though badly shaken
after my night of terror.

It was like this:

I went out for a walk yesterday
evening. I knew it was foolhardy,
but forewarned is forearmed and
I intended to keep' well-clear of
all dark and blind alleys, one-way
streets, etc. I thought then I'd be
safe. Which only serves to illus-
trate the trusting nature and nai-
vete of left-wing Socialists.

Seven Trotskyites
encountered seven Trotskyites.
In a single, welllighted block
I encountered seven Trotskyites.
The first tried to capture me with
a big fish net, but I got away
from him. The next tried a har-
poon, but his coil of rope got
tangled and the thrust fell short
by inches. A villainous son-of-the-
Fourth-International tried to scalp
me, but I don’t scalp easily. Too
much dandruff. The flurry always
used to blind the Indians when
they tried it. They would think it
was the blizzard of 98 coming on
and scurry for cover. The fourth
Trotskyite pushed a gun against
my ribs, but after three hair-
preadth escapes I was getting mad
and I got the gun away from him.
The next fiend, even for a dark-
plotting Trotskyite, was damnably
clever. He had fixed up one of
those sidewalk freight-elevator
openings to traf me. I thought
I was stepping on those familiar
steel doors which open skyward
when truckmen knock on them.
Instead, the doors were gone and
had been replaced with some sort
of metal cloth. It even had wet-
looking, shiny spots and cigarette
butts woven into it to make it
look more like the rest of the side-
walk. I stepped on it all right
and was shooting feet first for the
basement where the Trotskyite
was lurking among the steam
pipes, but I flung my arms to one
side, hung by my elbows on the
edge for a moment and then man-

hole
A Decoy!

I won't go into detail of the next

attempt at
1 foiled it.

my capture and hcw
Trotskyite No. 6 used
a decoy. I don’t remember much
about her except that she had
stream-lined ankles and was the
gort of a girl you could count on
to keep the seams of her silk
stockings straight.

who almost did for me. I remem-
ber- there was a vacant lot and:
all I saw was a poor, dejected-
looking creature sitting in the
center of it with a gunny sack
and a lantern., Now if there are
two things in this sorry. . world
which would interest me outside
of my efforts to acquire a correct,
iprincipled leftish orientation, it is
snipe-hunters and excavations. I
can’t keep away from them. I'm

ing into excavations. Now 1 find
I'm likely to get too close to snipe-
hunters. Only this fellow wasn’t
a snipe-hunter.

slashed- my way out of that gunny
sack somehow and got back home;
Don’t ask me to be more specific
because it still makes me shake
to think about it.
Quick, Herbert! The Flit!
You would think that was
enough horror for one poor Soc-
ialist, the. last of his kind -at
liberty, for the night. But later
after I'd had a few drinks and had
turned out the lights to go to bed,
I heard a rustling sound. Quaking:-
and cringing, I flashed the lights
on again, It wasn’'t Troskyites
that time though. Stalinists were
pouring out from behind the wall
paper. and streaming from the
cracks around the kitchen sink:
I soon fixed that however. I al-
ways keep the flit-gun handy.
%* * *
The Blue Pants Tragedy
An anonymous writer in Harpers
magazipe discusses the hardships
of living on an income of $50,000
a year. A grave crisis occurred
in the author’s family during the
depths of the depression. Milady’s
chauffeur wore out his uniform, a
new one would cost $50, and =o
Henry had to appear at an im-
portant function clad in his gray
Norfolk uniform coat but with
blue trousers. Blue trousers,
imawgine that! Mrs. Senator, we
.are told, looked at him “peculiar-
ly” The implication is that if
income taxes are made any higher,
Henry will be appearing without
any trousers whatsoever, and then
Mrs. Senator will not only look
“peculiarly,”. she will, begin to feel
that way. If the readers of Har-
pers fail to sympathize with the

e famﬂy in its dilémna, We sug.. ...
gest that “anonymous” take the a

matter up with some. of the South-
ern share-croppers.. :

BOOKS and AUTHORS

The S$panish Revolution Vol. 1,
Nos. 1-4, Oct. 21, 1936 -Nov. 11,
1936, “Weekly -English Bulletin of
the Workers’ Party of Marxist
Unification of Spain (P.0.U.M.).
Price b cents a copy. Distributed
by ‘The Labor Bookshop, 28 East
12th Street, New York City.

Review by Glen Trimble.

One of the first reflections of
socialization in Barcelona to reach
these shores is the weekly English
“Spanish Revolution.” )
The printing presses of capital-
ism have been turned to the serv-
ice of the workers and this is but
one of several foreign-language
bulletins issued to keep workers
everywhere informed of the course
of events in Spain.

A few of the titles drawn from
the first four issues should serve
to indicate the provocative and
timely character of the publication:
The Socialist Revolution or Fas-
cism, The Agrarian Question in
Catalonia, Two Spains— Madrid
and Barcelona, For a Red Army
of the Spanish Workers, the So-

branch- or local of the 4-4-8-3-4
Club. You are further expected
to place at least 25 copies of this
book in as many peoples’ hands
as possible (never forgetting for a

moment the price is still $2.50 per

copy.)
The Mystery Explained

The cabalistic and numerieal
jibberish by which this organiza-
tion chooses to name itself is ex-
plained as follows: A labor sched-
ule of 4 hours a day—4 days a
week—8 months a year. An as-
sured vacation (with pay) of 3

months a year. A minimum salary
of $3,000.00 (Three thousand dol-
lars—no cents) per year for all
adults—men and women—irrespec-
tive of race, color, creed, class,
profession or vocation. A pension
of not less than $3,000.00 a year
for all. men and women over the
age of 40 provided they have
worked a total of 11,000 hours and
a pension of $3,000 for everyone
over 60 years of age regardless
of time worked.

With such drivel and mystical
sophistry are the nucleus of the
organization to be gathered from
among the superstitious and igno-
rant. It is encouraging to note
that to date the membership is
made up of “fadists” “screw-
boxes” religious nuts” and ‘food
maniacs.” It would seem incred-
ible "that any real worker should
fall for this line of buncombe.

days per week and four entire,

viet Government’s New Attitude
on Spain, The Militia and the
Unified Command, the Military
Situation (reprinted in this issue
of Labor Action).

RARE CHANCE

Here is the rare opportunity to
follow events, opinions and con-
flicting political trends among
workers parties in the very midst
of a revolution. No socialist can
afford to miss it.

Readers will of course be cur-
jous as to the political position
of the P.0.U.M. weekly. In so far
as it can be compressed into a
brief quotation it is stated in the
article “Two Spains: Barcelona
and Madrid.” “Here is the  ele-
mental difference: Catalonia is
fighting against fascism for the
consolidation of a government or a
council of a frankly proletarian

character, because it believes that

this is the only guarantee agamst
the fascism of today and tomor-
row. It is not enough to protect
oneself from fascism. It is neces-
gsary to crush it. A worker’s gov-
ernment or council in Madrid
would give the antifasqfst strug-
gle an impulse which would bring
us incalculable advantages, both
revolutionary and military.
NOT AN INCH! ‘

“Today more than ever this im-
pulse is vitally necessary. Let us ¥
hope for it, and sincerely we do
hope for it. But all the same wWe
consider it one of our revolution-
ary duties to point out errors and
propound our program. However
many and deep may be the ideolog*’
ical differences which separete‘us
from Madrid, they do not manage
to separate us, even an inch in
the close side-by-side collaboration
which is the first demand of the
struggle against fascism. We will

icism except on the most cordial
plane of revolutionary democracy;
any other attitude would be incon-
siderate and disastrous, ‘it would
be a counter-revolutionary. crime,
a crime perpetrated not

against the world revolution whose
future lies in our hands.”’

An interesthrg sidelight cn. tle
ability of the Spanish comrades
in the midst of war and revolution
to maintain their interest .in in-
ternational affairs is the followirs
note in the November 11th iscu

Headed “The USA Strikes”, it
reads, “We learn with the greatest
sympathy of the strike being car-
ried out by the American seamen.
The strike movement has reach 1

as far as the Gulf of Mexico; .2
wish it every success.”

It was the seventh Trotskyite

always getting too close and fall: .

He was a devilish
Trotskyite disguised as one. )

neither give nor receive our crit- .

only
against the Spanish revolution, but -«
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