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All China Aflame As

 Revolting Soldiers

Imprison Dictator

Revolt of Soldiers at Sian Coincides With
New Wave of Strikes and Revival Of
Militant Student Movement- o

By LO SEN
Chiang Kai-shek, Kuomintang dictator, was made

" prisoner on December 12 at Sian, capital of Shensi prov-

ince, by revolting soldiers who demanded. an immediate
declaration of war against Japanese imperialism.

This sudden and spectacular development took place
at a time when all over the country signs were multiply-
ing of a revival of the mass movement which has

been for so long quiescent. Theregs

were strikes of Chinese workers
in Japanese-owned cotton mills,
25,000 in Shanghai, 36,000 in Tsing-
tao, and a similar number in Tient-
sin. There have been renewed
militant demonstrations by stu-
dents in half a dozen leading cen-
ters.. Soldiers stationed along the
Suiyuan border quickly and sue-
eessfully repelled the recent at-
tempted invasion by Mongol troops
sponsored by Japan.
GREAT POSSIBILITIES

The revolt of the soldiers at
‘Sian can well prove the starting
point for a country-wide mobiliza-
tion against the imperialist invad-

“er and inevitably against the white

terror regime at Nanking, against
the Kuomintang, against the gen-
erals and bankers and landlords
who for years have waged the
most savage terror against the

-workers and peasants and checked

the tide of the antl-imperiahst
movement.
This is the funda.mental signifi-

Shens1
are part of the old Northeastern
(Ma,nchurlan army) commanded
by Chang Hsueh-liang, former
“war-lord”” of Manchuria. Chang
did not prove much of a “war-
Jord” in 1931 when the Japanese
army swept into his domain. He
ignominiously fell. back, withdraw-
ing his entire army, then a power-
ful force of more  than 100,000
men, into North China and leaving
the resistance to the Japanese
invasion in the hands of scattered
bands of partisans and volunteer
forces.  For this ignoble retreat
Chang was stigmatized over the
entire country as a traitor and a
ecoward. After a  brief period of
rule at Peking he retired abroad,
returning in 1934 when Chiang
Kai-shek gave him a job as gar-
rison commander, in the north-
western .provinces.

CONTACTS WITH REDS
During the last period his troops
have been in contact. with the
peasant Red armies. which re-
treated to eastern Shensi and
Kansu  from their former strong-
holds in central China. The con-

k tact was evidently not without

fruit. Of- all the soldiers in China
Chang’s men are naturally the
readiest to fight for .the recovery
of their home provinces.

Last week Chiang Kai-shek, who
has been touring in the North,

apparently tried to move the
Northeastern troops out of - the
area altogether, ordering their

transfer, en masse, to Fukien, the
southeastern seacoast province. It
(Continued on Page 2)

Prospect Of

Nationwide

Auto Strike

| Sit-down Movement Is

Sweeping Entire
Industry

DETROIT.—Will there be|
a nation-wide automobile in-| §

dustry strike soon?

This question with its
many implications and possi-
bilities is being posed by man
acute observers: of the trend of
events in this gigantic industria\l
center. ;

paign simultaneously 3 [
dences of wide-spread dissatisfac-
tion. : ;

Bltter and resentful of speed up:
and wage reductions, Akron rub,
ber workers’ protests took:a then
novel form—that of sit-down
strikes.

Inside of three weeks, over 30,
000 rubber workers had been di-
rectly involved in sit-downs. Each
of the big plants, ‘Firestone, Good-
year, and Goodrich was shut down!

The wave of sit-‘downs culminat-
ed in the successful five-week’s
Goodyear strike, won primarily by
the indomitable courage and mili-
tancy of the rank and file, lead
by mnewly-developed progressives,
assisted by socialists and directed
by the Committee for Industrial
Organization.

AUTO SIT-DOWNS

A similar wave of sit-downs has
swept through this automotive cen-
ter. Most dramatic of which was
the recently won Midland Steel
strike. '

The Bendix strike focused 6 na-
tion-wide attention on this sharp
weapon of the working class,” The
Midland strike again proved. its
value. Scores of auto-parts plants,
auto factories, and_ steel plants
have been shut down for periods
of time while the workers obtain-
ed adjustment of their grievances.

The terrific pace of work accele-
rated by the new 1937 model ma-

chinery in the auto plants ig chief- |

ly the cause of the auto workers

unrest. He is manifesting his pro-

test audibly. In the parla:nbe of
(Continued on Page 2)

New Negotiations Point To
An Early Strike Settlement
On Unions’ Basw Terms

Talk of

“Arbitration”

Negotiations Get Down to Brass Tacks
On Real Issues of Strlke

Eliminated and

unions’ basic demands.

widened early this week to
include E. J. Burke, of the
Marine Cooks and Stewards,.

and J. E. Ferguson, repre-
senting the Marine Firemen, Oil-

ers, Watertenders and Wipers As-
sociation. ‘
ARBITRATION ouT
Alltalk of “arbxtrating” the basic

demands of the unions . has been
discarded, except- for purposes of

public propaganda. The direct ne-

Unemployed'Get Their White House
Christmas Presents Early This Year

By  CRARY TRIMBLE

- Again the time rolls ’round for
the annual Christmas swap. The
Jones family lies awake nights
trying to remember what - the
Smith’s gave them last Christmas
g0 there won't be any surplus
value in what they return this
time. People are playing the cus-
tomary guessing game to make
sure they cover the possible dona-
tions without making the mistake
of distributing to those who may
not reciprocate.

Exploiters of labor are full of
*good will toward men” and are
donating “liberally” for the bas-
kets which are supposed to pro-
duce a year of gratitude in return
for-one square meal.

POLITICAL SANTA
The political slant on this Christ-

- mas.of .all.Christmases in the year

of Our Lord Prosperity, 1936, is
particularly - interesting., Millions
voted for Santa Claus on Novem-
ber 8. "Th'e ‘Communists told bed-

. 4ime horror stories.to .the workers

about hqw there wouldnt be any
Santa Claus unless they “defeated
Landon at all costs,” and s6°they
hung up their stockings - (ballots
to you) for Roosevelt on Novem-
ber 8 for a “free,” happy. and
prosperous America.” The Demo-
crats dangled the plums of WPA
and other paternalistic 'projects,
without committing themselves too
definitely. The Republicans tried
to play Santa Claus, too, but no-
body believed them.

An unfortunate error was made,
however. The workers failed to
mark their ballots “Do not open
until Christmas.’ The White House
Santa Claus is already beginning
to hand out the gifts for “value
received.” Jim Farley, who did
the guessing, and Harry Hopkins,
who keeps  the - records of the
Smiths and Jonesés, got together
(even before the.ballots began to.
roll ;in) and laid the plans for
Christmas to the unemployed.

The boys around the White House

know -the secret of value, and the
amount of weight there is in a
paper ballot with nothing but a
wish ‘and a hope behind it.

“NICE PRESENTS” '

Already the Christmas presents |

are being handed out to WPA
workers in the form of dismissal
slips, project cuts, and wage re-
ductions all down the line. A very
merry Christmas from the- White
House to the loyal voters for
freedom to starve, happiness by
proxy, and prosperity - to . the
capitalists.

There’s one encouraging - bit of
news, however.. The unemployed,:
at least in San Francisco, ha,veA
learned the meaning of " the:“an-’
nual swap.” Plans are being made
to bring Christmas cheer to the'
White House. In appreciation of
the spirit of- Christmas -ag -they’
now understand it, they will send |
to the White House a 'generous
box of selected turkey bones—well
picked.
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The iron sohdamty of the Maritime Un1ons brought
new’ negotiations d1rectly with the shipowners during the|
past week which give promise. of bringing the seven-week-|
old strike to an early conclusion with the concession of theé
The' negotiations, which began|
between Thomas G. Plant, chairman of the ‘shipowners’
committee and Harry Lundeberg, secretary of the Sallor
Union of the Pacific, werex

gotidtions are known to' hav’e cen-
teréd on the key guestions in dis-
pute—»hmng hall,. ¢ash’ overtlme, 8-
hour day for cooks and stewards
and ‘wageé adJustments
meaning of . Harry.. Lundebetg’s
statement to the: press that “We
are talking facts and getting down
to ‘brass -tacks.”

Brass tacks means the hlring
hall and the other demands. for-
which the maritime unions have
been standing pat for seven weeks.
MILITANT ‘POLICY VINDICATED

As the situation shaped' up over
the week-end, and the talk of “ar-
bitration” and speculation on, Gov-
ernment. intérvéntion cleared’ away
like a fog, one fact stood out ¢lear-
ly and sharply: The bosses have!|.
béen; brought around" to, a more
reasonable attitude, by the united
economie action: of the ; workers.
The ambiguous s1tuation ,of. two'
months ago  has been radlcally

changed in favor of the unions by

a militant strike policy.

The struggle between:the work-
ers and the shipowners is a class
struggle. The igsue in every case
is decided by power.. The pow-.
er of the workers is always tested
in the last analysis by their ability:
and readiness ‘to -tie’. up  the: ships.
Thig is the heart and core -of milis*
tant trade umon pollcy. No other
policy 1s worth 4 ‘cent,’

Strike‘ Wa‘@'e' ‘England
_The strike wave that has been |
sweepmg the contment of Europe
is spreading to England. The
Spinners and Cardroom Operatzves
are ‘taking - & strike “vote. About-.’
100,000 .textile workers are. in
volved LA small stay m

one of the first reported in- ‘En Al
recently took place in ani(

land,
anthracite-colliery in South Wi

That i the |

S F Socmllsts
M,Ove To New
Headquarters

[] R :

New . headquarters for the Soc-
Yélist Party in ‘San Francisco at
236 Van Ness Avenue will be oc-
ocupied within a few days. The
gaing of the party local during the

'strenuous election campaign and

the. launching of Labor Action

made the move lmperatlve )
The new locatlon is. one. of. the

most spaclous in the labor move-

ment ,accordmg to competent '6b-

-servers. Two halls, one an. audi-
torium = seating 400 persons—the
other .smaller  and suitable for

party meetings—will afford, ‘excel-
lent- facilities for prepaganda-meet-
lngs,‘ forums -ete. Offlce space
will- be ample for the state offices
of -the. Party and the YPSL, and
the  editorial and - busmess offices
of Labor ‘Action. In addltlon, there
will .be a. buffet,. which promises
16 - hecome . the most congemal
luncheon spot ln the city.

As yet no . name for -the new
center has -been selected Several
have, been suggested, such. as ‘“La-
bor; Center” and “International
‘Hall.” The Headquarters: Com-
mittee asks that all comrades: send
iu approprlate suggestions.

‘The first major affair to be held
will' be a Masquerade Dance on
New Years Eve.

|Strikers Have

Social Club At

New Orleans

Ten Thousand Meals
‘Served in New
Mess Hall

By Louise Stevens Jessen
At the beginning of the mari-
time strike, the rank and file sea-
men were ousted from their union
hall by the combined efforts of
the police -and the I. S U. offi-
cials. After raiding a meeting of
strikers held in the I. S. U. head-
quarters, and arresting over a
hundred men, the police announc-
ed that the strike headquarters
was “permanently closed,” and
that pickets would be cleared off |
the streets. _
The answer of the strikers was
the establishment of the Maritime
Social Club -at 321 Chartres St.
This organization is chartered un-
der the laws of the state of Lou-
isiana as a “social and benevolent
organization,” and its inception is
mainly the work of the deck
hands, firemen and stewards.
“Fink” headquarters is"at the old
address, 544 Camp St. Here the|
officials of the I. S§. U. are ship-
ping scabs. A few blocks away,
on the second and third floors of
a .building whose lower floor is
occupied by the office and press
room of the Federationist, A. F.
of L. labor papér, the Maritime
Social Club is a beehive of strike
activity. )

STRIKERS’ MESS HALL
The third floor is occupied by
the mess hall, where between ten
and eleven thousand meals have
been served. The stove, ice box,
tables, and other equipment were
loaned to the seamen by the res-
ta upply: house next

low, on ‘the second floor, ad-
ministrative offices for the con-
duct of the strike have been set
up. The Joint K Strike Committee
is the hub of all activity, There
are sub-committees for publicity,
finance, investigation and housing.

MEERS ARRESTED TWICE

The steamship companies, po-
lice and I. 8. U. officials have
made every effort to keep Robert
Meers, the chairman of the Joint
Strike Committee, in jail. He has
been arrested twice. On the last
occasion, the police invaded a
mass meeting, mounted the plat-
form and announced in a way
that they tried to make dramatic,
that Meers was under arrest for
assault and robbery.

He was ‘charged at police head-
quarters. with having stolen seven
dollars from a seaman. His bond
was placed at twenty-five thou-
sand - dollars. The . seaman who
was alleged by the police to have
made the charge, later stated that
he had himself been taken to the
district attorney’s office by the
police, where a paper was placed
before’ him which he was com-
manded to sign. He did not know
that the paper was an affadavit|
accusing Meers of robbery. When
he found what he had done, he
voluntarily came to strike head-
quarters, the legal committee, and
was taken to a notary where he

signed .a statement branding as
false, his “aecusation” . against
Meers. b

Out in the river, the “strikers’
navy”—two gasoline launches, ply
up ‘and down, carrying leaflets
and “water pickets.”

The publicity committee is
sending speakers to all sorts of
organizations. These efforts have
borne fruit in a changed attitude
on the part of police, capitalist
press, and the public. There have
been practically no arrests (ex-
cept Meers) for a week, the New
Orleans Item Tribune prints pic-
tures of the dining room at the
Maritime Social Club, and of
Meers in his office, and the pub-
lic is responding by donating
money and food.

‘Prohibit, Strikes In Ecuador
Prohibition of strikes and form-’

slf authorization. of police terror
was decreed by the government of
E_’cixador, Dec. 3./. Any hall or
me'eting place can be entered by
police - without warrants, and the
use, of "arms "to suppress any dis-
tufban'ce is legally permissible, ac-

rebrdin‘g to the decree.

Colleges are being supervised
by army officers in a direct move
suppress any freedom of teach-

e decree also declared the
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Coerce Indian Workers

POLSON, Mont.—Lies and coer-
cion were used by an Indian Af-
‘fairs official in an attempt to pre-
vent Indian workers from organiz-
in, according to charges made to
Harold L. Ickes by Local 265 of
the Mine, Mill and Smelter Work-
ers. ’

Although the Department of In-
terior announced that the ques-
tion of organization was one for
the Indians themselves to decide,
the agent of Flathead Reservation
denounced and threatened the Ind-
ian workers for joining with the
white fellow-workers to fight
against a wage of 40 cents an

Cuts WPA

"WPA personnel be made in Cali-

,fornia_:
Art, 125; music, 482; theatre,
"421;  writers, 140; historical rec-

Retrenchment Hits
WPA Workers In
Big National Drive

From N. Y. to California Admmlstratmn Ax
- Falls On Unemployed Victims
Of Roosevelt Victory

The unemployed who voted so hopefully for Roosevelt
are getting it in the neck with a vengeance. Federal WPA

and relief projects are being

drastically curtailed all over

the country, starting less than a month after the electlon.
On November 23, the Administration announced that
3,000 white collar workers were being dropped from the

rolls in New York City, and

New Order

Nearly Half

Curtailm;n—t_ Prog’ranr
Would Put 6,000
Out in S. F.

Last week an order to the: local
‘WPA headquarters from Ellen S.
Woodward, head of the Women’s
and Professional Division of WPA
projects, Washington, D. C., di-
rected thiat the following cuts in

ords survey, 15.

Tuesday, Dec. 8 a second “walk-
in” was staged by'75 writers at the
office of James Hopper, State Di-
rector of the Writers’ Project, since
no reply had been received from
the telegram sent (as a result of
the Friday, Dec. 4 walk-in) to
Henry G. Alsberg, National Direc-
tor of Writers’ Projects, Washing-
ton, D. C. i

This . time Hopper talked by
phone with Mr. Alsberg, incorpo-
rating his own protests, with those
of the workers, against “the brutal
and sudden lay-offs.”

" A stormy session followed at the
office of State Admijnistrator,
Frank Y. McLaughlin.. Mr. Mec-
Laughlin, shouting violently, abso-
lutely refused to protest against
any dismissals to Harry Hopkins,
disclaimed any responsibility what-
soever for the WPA unemployment
crisis in California, and announced
his determination to do nothing
about it.

If these discharges are carried
out in San; Francisco, where there
are now approximately a total of
15,000 WPA workers, more than
6000 persons will be -thrown into
the ranks of the jobless by Christ-
mas and forced onto direct relief—
if they can get it.

STRIKERS DENIED RELIEF

This situation casts an interest-
ing sidelight on the current mari-
time strike. State Head of the
SERA, Small, refuses to grant
maritime strikers direct relief and
has now ruled they must accept
WPA jobs (which would take them

an undisclosed number have

gbeen on the list for firing all over

the country since that time.

Cultural, sewing, and other non-
public works projects designéed ‘to
absorb some of the vast army of -
unemployed are being dropped en-’
tirely; other projects are being
drastically curtailed, -and wage
cuts all down the' line have been’
promised or already. put in effect.

“RETRENCHMENT NECESSARY?”’
Jim Farley, traveling ecomifort-

ably on the cream skimmed off -

the campaign to keep the demo-:
cratic job-holders in power, issued.
a statement to the press from
Ireland stating that WPA 1ig to be-
abandoned entirely and relief
placed in the hands of localities.
Mr. Hopkins and Mr. Ickes have.
issued a statement .that retrench-
ment is necessary in view. of the
alleged fact that “thousands of
workers are bemg reabsorbed ' in
to private industry. Theéy seem t
forget that the unemployment i
ure runs into milhons' :

With the ' consi

| Alice-in-Wonderlan
d | Ho kins«—in -t

v :
six to seven - million unemployed.
and the Natmnal Industrial Con=
ference Board—on the same day—
anounced the number of unemploy-
ed to be 8,975,000.

In California 20,000 are being‘
dropped, and in southern states
projects are being cut éven down

laborers. Hiding behind the New
York scheme whereby an. “inves-
tigation of need” has been insti=
tuted, workers will be dropped
from jobs without redress.

RESISTANCE ORGANIZED

Under the auspices of the Works:
ers Alliance nationally, a plan is
being launched to organize a mass
protest against this retrenchmerit..
According to David Lasser, Nation«
al Chairman of the Workers' Al-
liance, there will be an organized
march on Washington by workers
not only on. WPA projects, but
those on direct relief if local pres-
sure in various parts of the coun-
try does not result in stopping the

layoffs before the first of the
year. . . )
The “walk-in” epidemic which

has considerably raised the tem-
perature of local 'officials and
state administrators of WPA . is
country-wide. From Reading, Pa.,

as WPA workers laid down their
tools last week in protest, and a
great awakening is taking place
in most of the major citie§ of the
country as more and more of the
unemployed project workers real-

off the" picket-line).

the Democratic messiah

Newspaper Guild Victory
Seen In L. A.

Pay Increases

LOS ANGELES, December 12.—
Blanket pay increases on four of
Los Angeles’ five metropolitan
dailies were hailed this week as a
major victory for the Los Angeles
Newspaper Guild, which already
has nearly 100 members in its four
month existence.

Voluntary announcement of min-
imum wages, ranging from $60 a
month for copy boys to $180 a
month for editorial workers, was
first posted on the bulletin boards of
the two Hearst newspapers, the
Examiner and the Herald-Express.
Manchester Boddy’s Illustrated
Daily News and Evening News
followed with similar pay in-
creases, leaving the Los Angeles
Times, owned by Harry Chandler,
as the only hold out.

The publishers’ terms provide
for a 40-hour week for all editorial

hour, and the 7-day week. ,

‘\departments, with o_vertimeto be
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made up by time off within three
months, ‘

Editorial workers, however, see
a joker in the clause whereby the
higher wage boosts apply only to
reporters, re-write and -copy desk
men with “five years experience
on Los Angeles = metropolitan
dailies.” They point out that this
clause will eliminate from the top
salary brackets many . ace news-
papermen, with wide experience
on papers outside the Los Angeles
area, who cannot qualify for local
experience,

Intended as a blow to strlke
down the Los Angeles Guild, in
its infancy, the new salary sched-
ules have actually aéted as a
boomerang for local publishers.

ment, the uneven salary- spreads
have created dissatisfaction among
editorial workers, who look ‘to the

ties.

to some of the $21 per month -

comes the slogan “strike to live” -

ize what can be expected from‘

Instead of smashing Guild. senti-

Guild to iron out obvious inequali-
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All China Aﬂame As

Revolting

Soldiers

Imprison Dictator

(Continued from Page 1)
was this order which precipitated

a revolt in the ranks of the sol-
diers. Chiang Kai-shek, who was
at a town_ just outside of Sian,
‘yushed to the city to help repress
the revolt. Instead the soldiers
made him their prisoner, striking
'a blow at his “face” (prestige)
“from which = Chiang Kai-shek,
Jhitherto the invincible, may find
it exceedingly difficult to recover.

At this stage, Chang Hsueh-llang
stepped into the picture, announc-
ed that Chiang Kai-shek was his
prisoner and sent a telegram
around the country demanding a
declaration of war against Japan.
~Chang is acting in this situation
in response to the pressure of his
.army ranks which he dares not
any longer resist, and may be
consciously driving, himself, tow-
ard a bargain of some kind with
Moscow. This would seem to be
indicated by the text of his tele-
gram, which advocated a pact with
the Chinese Communists and with
.the Soviet Union. This would in-
deed be a twist rich with a

ghastly sort of irony, for Chang’

was the ruler of one of the most
savagely oppressive regimes the
world has ever known, and, more-
.over, was in 1929 the direct in-
strument of the imperialist powers
in an attack on the Soviet Union
which the Soviet Red Army smash-
.ed quickly with a few decisive
‘blows.

Chang’s move at Sian this week
caught the Nanking politicians
literally. with their. pants
down. It is composed of conflict-
ing cliques of politicians which
Chiang alone was able to hold
together. If the soldiers in Sian
hold on tightly to their precious

. prisoner we can expect to see a
rapid differentiation and possibly

a- break-up at Nanking. The big
‘question would now seem to be:
“Who will jump on what band-
wagon?”

" "Will Chiang’s many opponents
“decide that the weasel-wise gener-
has finally been out-
smarted and join the tide against
film? Or will the revolt prove
shortlived and will Chang Hsueh-

L "(fh‘éng come to terms?

“All “the experience of the. past
iiftecn yea;'s dn, China has proved

tty bourgeoime, without
these generals
whose fecords, without exception,
_are records of capitulation to im-
_perialism and terror against the
These leopards will not
_change their spots overnight.

. This means that the task .of
yevelutionists today .in China is
to arouse the broadest possible
mass movement in the army, in
the factories and in the field, for
the struggle agalnst the imperial-
No trust whatever
must be placed in any of the
_generals who for this or that
reason today mouth anti-imperial-
ist phrases. The Shensi soldiers’
yvevolt can become a real rallying
point. The Reds can march in
from the west. Chang Hsueh-liang
ean be foreed to join Generalissi-
mo Chiang Kai-shek in a military
dungeon. A new banner can be
raised. To this banner millions
will rally it they know that it
means for them the end of all
~exploitation.

The Chinese peasant in Hunan
and Hupeh may be dubious about
fighting to recover Manchuria.
But he knows what it means to
fight to win back his land from
the landlord! During the mass
movement in 1927 the Chinese
peasant translated the term “un-
egual treaties” (referring to the
privilege-pacts of the imperialists)

" to mean the contracts with the

landlords. On this ©plane the
Chinese peasant will fight and
will fight brilliantly and heroi-
as he has proved on a
thousand battlefields. The Chinese
worker will be brought to his feet
qnot if he is told to “keep quiet
about his own miserable condi-
tions, but only if he is organized
to fight against those condi-
tions. Out of these mass struggles
will emerge the real fighting
forces to wage a national revolu-
tionary war!

It is therefore fundamental in

" this situation that the new banner

be kept in the clear, that no pacts
with the bourgeoisie or its gen-
«erals be concluded. A New York
Times dispatch of Dec. 13 says
the
Communists back in the Kuomin-
taflg on the same terms as in
'1927. These terms meant -the
complete subordination of the
‘masses to the interests of the
bourgeoisie - and resulted in the
establishment of the white-terror
-regime of the Kuomintang. Any
. step back to that is a step back
.toward the abyss from which the
Chinese masses may precisely now
- be lifting themselves.

~They must say: Let the generals
, make any do-or-die promises they
“want. But they will guaranty the

«prosecution of the struggle by or-

ganizing - ourselves firmly and

~gtrongly in our own ranks with

“our own program. The struggle
imperialism cannot be
from the strugsgle

*

against all exploita;tions. Anyone

who tells the Chinese workers and
peasants differently is attempting
once more to prepare a new be-
trayal. This will be the role of
the Communist party, which has
already, in advance, announced
its readiness to give up the revo-

lutionary struggle on the land and
in the factories in return for a
pact with the generals. But re-
membering their experience of
1625-27, the Chinese masses will
and must refuse to pull new chest-
nuts out of the fire for the Chi-
nese bourgeoisie which will again
and again conclude its deals with
imperialism.

If it spreads and gains wide-
spread mass support, the revolt in
Sian opens up the most grandiose
possibilities in China which can
transform the whole relationship
of forces in the Far East. The
key to these possibilities will rest
in the growth and development of
a new party of the Chinese prole-
tariat which will know how to
seize the new opportunities that
the coming period may offer.

Prospect Of
Nationwide
Auto Strike

N (Continued from Page 1)
the rank and file, “the boys are

hot.”
Nothing succeeds like success.
In this city, with its honeycomb

of spy systems, its anti-labor com-

pany organizations, its openly pro-
company city administration, the
workers have been frightened in
the past.

BETRAYAL OF 1934

The great auto betrayal of 1934

engineered by William Green and
President Roosevelt intimidated
the workers.
trial unionism, the entire regular
method of organizing workers was
not enough in the past . period to

create a r‘esui‘geng:e .af./the lalabr
‘| movement- in f.ace of -the obv10usf
‘| obstacles.

A bl:fllia; t

eor . flaming
V{across the dark: sky was, needed to
attract the attention of the hun-
‘dreds .of thousands of autg Work

ers.

It appeared in the form of the
gensational sit-down strikes. And
this appearance was not accidental!

Besides the ordinary channels
of information that told auto work:
ers of the rubber workers success-
es through sit-down strikes, there
is another story, onmly part of
which can now be told.

RUBBER ORGANIZER AIDS

It is significant that when the
Midland steel workers sat-down,
Bill Carney, rubber workers organ-
izer, and storm center of many
Goodyear sit-down strikes, was
directed by the CIO to assist the
gtrikers.

Significant that the steel work-
The

ers requested his presence.
story of the rubber = worker’s
achievements have traveled far.
The auto workers are learning

fast too, from their own exper-
ience.
How the auto . manufaeturers

view these developments is best
in the New
York Times Annalist of Nov. 6,
in its annual automotive review.

“There appears to be a real pos-
sibility that more. or less serious
labor difficulties will be encounter-

expressed’ perhaps

ed next spring.”

(This article will be contmued
An analysis
of
America, the role of the CIO, and
the opportunities for revolutwnar\y
socialists will be among the things

in subsequent issues.

of the Automobile Workers

discussed.)

Picket Jail At

Allentown In

‘Mill Strike

in Allentown,

Socialists

ficials who are engaged

knitting mills.

“lie-down” pickets

cember 5.

The resolution condemned “the
action of the county officials in
housing in the Lehigh county jail
those class struggle prisoners of
and demanded that
they return these prisoners, “who
have not committed a erime

Berks county,”

against society, but rather are

endeavoring to better the condi-
ltions of
Berks county,, and “refuse to take

the working class,”

any more.”

Education in indus-

'quietly surrender 1o capitalism,

Pa.,
have been embarrassing prison of-
in an
inter-county collaboration against
pickets on strike at the Berkshire
‘Walter Heihn, sec-
retary of the Allentown Socialist
Party, issued a resolution passed
by the local, which was printed in
full in the capitalist press of that
city on December 7, protesting the
transfer from the Berks to the
Lehigh County Jail of the 139
arrested De-

to
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The Balance Sheet of “The Greatest meeup in Htstory

By GLEN TRIMBLE

On August 15th, 1936, sixteen
men were arraigned by the Rus-
sian state prosecutor on charges
of conspiring, together with the
German Fascist -Government and
Leon Trotsky, to assassinate the
seven most prominent Soviet lead-
ers, and of the actual murder of
S. M. Kirov, anotner high Soviet
official. Nine days later the trial
had ended, the sixteen were sen-
tenced to die. In less than twenty-
four hours more, an appeal for
mercy had been rejected and the
defendants were dead.

In that ten-day span the names
of old Bolsheviks implicated in
a crime the prosecutor described
as that of “mad TFascist dogs’
mounted until the total was al-
most a complete roll-call of the
leaders of the Russian revolution.
Certainly no historian from ex-
treme left to extreme right could
deny that without these men the
worker’s victory in Russia  would
have been impossible.

There was the chief target of
the trial, exiled leader of the Red
Army, Leon Trotsky, of whom
Stalin himself wrote in 1918, “One
can say with full certainty that
the rapid passage of the garrison

to the side of the Soviet and the

skillful work of the Revolutionary.||

War Committee, the party -owes
primarily and above all to Com-
rade Leon Trotsky.”

Gregory Zinoviev, chairman of
the Communist International (on
Lenin”s motion) until 1925; Leon
Kamenev, seven years chairman

of the Moscow Soviet; Ivan Smir-

nov, the “Lenin of Siberia;” Greg-
ory Yevdokimov, official party:
speaker at Lenin’s funeral; Vagar-
shak Ter-Vaganyan, leader of the
revolution in. Armenia; Alexis
Rykov, thirty years a member of |
the Central Committee; Karl Ra-
dek, editor of the official Izvestia;.
Michael Tomski, director of the
State Publishing office, these and
literally hundreds of others, all
under arrest, all’ members or ex-
iles from the Communist Party, all’
with a place in the Who's Who of
the Revolution,
right or center parties before 1917

charged with prefer'ring individual |

';'fi"'Confessians Made To Order

the |

terrorism to Marxian socialism,
Nazi fascism to the Russian work-
er’'s government. This in
Soviet Union where by official

announcement - it is “supreme’ joy{ -

Confession

NONE from the

sTales F rom A

Dream World

.The dneam-fabric ‘of the amazing
“confessions” is Dest proved by
the fitility of the entire plot. Just
as the ‘dreamer wades through
sqemiqg years of frustrated effort,
always - almost, but never quite

|reaching his goal, so do the plot-

ters: of the Trotskyist-Zinovievist
Oenter” spend actual years with
a 'total result of absolute zero.
The combined resources of men
who made the Russian revolution
and defended it against world
'capitalist counter-revolution, of
Hitler’s Secret Police (highly ef-

of the earth), of Trotskys thou-
sands of" followers outside the
_Sovxet Union, tried for four years
to assassinate seven men and fail-
ed even to pull a single trigger!

.|The lives of Stalin and ' Company
These are the men who are| .-

fective from Berlin to the corners:

had a charm that beats Achilles
and the Arabian Nights all hollow!

There can be only one reason
for the complete failure of the

conspiracy — there was no con-
spiracy.
“But Kirov was killed.” True,

and more than a hundred. un-
named “White Guards” were exe-
cuted. They and the Lettish gov-
ernment were declared guilty—so
guilty that no trial was ever held.
A year and a half later 16 men
are executed for the same killing.
Neither “White Guards” or Let-
tish - Government are mentioned.
One crime, two entirely different
explanations, two verdicts of guilt
and two mass executions. Omne of
the two- is necessarily a judicial
murder. One? Bota!

: During this last trial there was
hot a single piece of material

to live,” where socialism is al-|
ready “irrevocably” triumphant. '|evidence introduced, the entire
) o ! ) |case was. baséd upon the oral
| “confessions” of = sixteen men

of Tyranny

Even if the literal truth of the
Government trial-charge 1is ac-
cepted it is a complete confession
of internal’ unrest and of the
tyranny which alone creates such
unrest. At face value the trial is
a damning indictment of socialism,
if thirty to forty years of work
for, and nineteen years of exper-
ience . in, socialism produces such
traitors. '

The more damning because now,
after years of discouraging set-
backs and demoralizing retreat in
Italy, Germany, Austria and a doz-
en other nations, the horizon of
world revolution is again bright
with promise. The red sun is
rising in Spain and with it the
hope of socialists in every part
of the world. Yet, at this very
moment, the great leaders of the
Russian Revolution turn to Hlt—

lers Nazism! :
Surely, if the charges ot the,,
; i ;

‘war ‘and - fascism.’

But the charges are not true!
They are shameful, transparent,
hideous lies! Every free-minded
revolutionary socialist has known
this on instinct and past exper-

jence. Evidence has begun - to
come in from widely scattered
sources to disprove the gigantic
frame-up. Now comes a 144-page
book ‘collecting all the available
evidence, sifting it, tracing .the
amazing contradictions in the of-
ficial records, smashing to smither-
eens the monstrous -accusation
against the sixteen dead men, and,
through them, against the entire
revolutionary Socialist movement
of the world.

The ‘book is “The Moscow Trial”,
written by Max Shactman, - bril-
liant and hard-hitting writer, ex-
pelled from the Communist Party
for championing the cause of
world revolution .and. now an ac-

tive member of the Socialist Party |
of the U. 8.-A. No sane person |

can read this scholarly, carefully

vie with the prosecution
nouncing themselves. Such testi-
mony, - given . voluntarily,
have resulted in commitﬁients “to
homes for the insane, not in crim-

inal execution.

Contradwtory Testzmony

Mad, too, is the conduot of the
prosecutor. Witnesses contradiet
each other om every conceivable
point—names, dates, policies, deeds
—unti] the whole farce passes
over inte the “never-never land”
of the abnormal, yet the prosecuy-
tor makes no effort whatever to
reconcile testimony, to check con-
tradietions and econstruct a eo-
herent case. A single page of
testimony quotes three different
witnesses as giving three different
years for the same important
event, And, on the same page,
the prosecutor sums the three up
as proving one another!

Only in a bad dream can Wwe
lose our ties to space and time
and be where we are not. Only
in a bad dream—or in a Soviet
trial. The “confesgors” solemnly
testify that I. N. Smirnov was “in
constant touch” with the ‘“Trot-
skyist-Zinovievist Center” for the
last four years. Smirnov was in
a G.P.U. prison from anuary 1,
1938, until his execution! Through-
out 1932 the Hitlerite secret police
through Gestapo chief Himmler
directed ‘center’ activity accord-
ing to “confessors” and prosecutor.
The Gestapo was not organized,
Himmler was not its head, and

Hitler was mnot
1933!

Most marvelous of all was the
1932 -rendevous of Trotsky's son
Sedov, with a s=self “confessed”
terrorist in Copenhagen, where
Sedov has mnever been, in the
Hetel Bristol, which was torn
down in 1917 and reopened at the
very time the trial was in progress.

Equally consistent with a night-
mare, and with nothing else, is
the manner in which trained
Marxists, who had spent twenty,
thirty and forty years writing and
speaking against individual terror

in power until

in Russia, where the issue was by |

no means a theoretical or a minor
one, are ‘‘confessed” turn coats,
complete terrorists in the twink-
ling of an eye. By actual “con-
fession” not one in. the hundreds
approached even hesitated,

the plot. This story may convince
the - middle-class innocents who
picture Bolsheviks with a smoking
bomb in either hand. It is sheer
nonsense to all who have the
slightest knowledge of the relent-
less opposition of all Soclalists
gince Marx to the poliey of indi-
vidua] terror.

Mass Meeti.ng
Of Strikers At
Los Angeles

LOS ANGELES, Dec. 12.—Strik-
ing maritime workers at San
Pedro will hold a huge mass meet-
ing at Olympic Auditorium on De-
cember 27 to offset the publicity
barrage unloosed by shipowners,
it was announced by President
Roy Donuelly of the San Pedro
longshoremen’s local.

The two most important factors
in shipowner strategy, said Don-
nelly last Friday .night to the
members of the Los Angeles Cent-
ral Labor Council, are:

1. To enlist public sympathy on
the side of the shipowners by
placing the onus of failure to
gettle on the strikers.

2. To starve the strikers into
submission.

He asserted a two-million-dollar
fund had been collected to put this
ship owner campaign into effect.

|time unions,

Fishermen’s Union Wins
'LOS ANGELES, Dec. 5—An in-

won by the Deep Sea and Purse
Seine Fishermen’s Union as they
went back to work this week after
a -two-weekld strike.

Fish eannery workers, who f.ol-

are reported to have won an in-
crease of five cents per hour, as
they followed the fishermen back
to work. ;

anti-picketing law even more vic-
jous than the one used against
agricultural strikers last summer,

ors.

fons, it was disclosed, have voted
assessments of 25 cents per mem-
ber. per week to support the mari-.
with first receipts
announced as over $3,000.

Elmer Bruce, strikers’ publicity:
representative, is scheduled - 1o
speak tomorrow night at the So
ialist Party Sunday Night Forum

Practically all' Loz Angeles un-:

at 11614 West 9th Street.

in de|

p

should |

), These - confessions have been the

|last ditch answer of Stalinists to
“Why did they con-
| fegs 2’ ’ The answer is that ALL

"all criticism.

THE ACCUSED AT ALL PUBLIC
TRIALS HAVE CONFESSED since
Stalin won complete control in the
Soviet . Union  and began wiping
out, -exiling and ‘jailing the Old
Bolsheviks, - The trials of the
Ramzin “wreckers” and the “Men-
ghevik ~ Union Bureau” followed
‘the same pattern—no documentary
‘evidence;- oral “spontaneous and
-voluntary” _confessions, complete
@emtence and praise for Stalin.

- | Today the falsehood of previous

.confessions is incontestably prov-
‘ed and the GBU methods of ment-
al and - physical torture which
extracted them is known. In every
case those not ready to “confess”
| were never given public trial—
they simply -disappeared.

In the present case out of a

larger number implicated

only sixteen were given public
trial. Of these none were actually
politically opponents of Stalin.
They were ex-Zinovievists, ex-
Trotskyists, who had been broken
and forced to recant years ago.
The leaders, Zinoviev and Kam-
enev, had renounced their opinions
and pledged obedience to Stalin
FIVE TIMES in the past. They
were all men broken to harness,
their wills shattered, their prin-
ciples traded for a party card,
their previous record one of choice
of menial and degrading service
rather than prison cells. These
were the “confessors” of the Mos-
cow trial.

Yet a spark was left. The testi-
mony bears unmistakable evidence
that the chief actors, overplayed,
BURLESQUED their parts. No
GPU scenario writer could have
been quité so inept, so contradic-
tory, so out of line with revolu-
tionary experience as. was the
actual performance of this shoddy
farce.,

much

£ ‘more to come:
‘reports record’ a-steady stream of
new ‘arrésts throughout the Soviet
Union,  On::'a world scale the
verdict ‘is used by the branch of-

let |
alone denounced this reversal of |le=
life-time econvietion and exposed”

fices. of the Comintern as basis
‘for. vindictive attack on all revo-
lutionary Socialists. ‘

T have outlined and summarized,

i briefly - and inadequately the
‘| | breath-taking ceontent of Max
hactman’s “Moscow . Trial” The

:book must be read . to appreciate
its unanswerable logic, its relent
Jess marghalling of facts, its- ex-
posure of absurdity on absurdity,
its devastating ireny,

- The story is,not pleasant reading.
One emerges feeling that he has
‘made an excursion through a pest-
‘house. Even to think of the dia-
bolic ~ process which wrung out
“eonfession” after ‘“confession,”
from February, 1936, to mid-August
when the last, the hero of the Ar.
‘menian revelution, was broken,
makes normal flesh crawl.

‘Why, then am I writing about
it? Why should we read or think

ig‘only a pr ehide'
“Official: press’

up an easy and tempting way ont.
The same way that middle-class
liberals take out of the class ‘war.
They wish it away by closing
their eyes to it. The first duty
of every revolutionary Secialist is
a duty to truth. PFacts must be
faced and our scientific view of
society built from, not in spite of,
them.

Precisely ' because the Soviet
Union is ‘to all of us the greatest
basis for hope for a Socialist
world, Because the victory of the
workers in a nation of 168,000,000
people, covering a sixth of the
world’s surface, stands as a mon-
ument te the faect that Socialism
can be won. Because it forever
refutes the reactionary ery that
“Socialism has never worked and
never will” Because of these
things we must face the facts
about the Soviet Union and de-
fend it against its enemies both
without and within, The Boviet
Union belongs to the workers of
the world, not to Stalin or his
bureaucracy.

Stalin Stands Indicted

This is why the Moscow trial
is wvitally important to us. This
is why we cannot ignore its les-
gons. Stalin was not trying six-
 teen-men; he was trying the revo-
lutionary socialist movement of
‘the: world. The verdiet was in-
tended to justity “socialism in one

crease of $2 per ton and eomplete |
unionization of the industry was

lowed the fishermen out on strike, |

was last week adopted by the|
Orange County Board of Supeljvns-'

; - |true.
LOS ANGELES, Dec. 5.—A new:

country” and forever discredit the
fighters for world revolution. Al

: '-ready the trial has proved a boom-
" |erang.

Stalin, not world revolu-
tion, stands indicted.

Not least among the fundament-
al points of that indictment is the
complete suppression of free opin-
ion, of truth and of logic in the
propaganda of the Comintern. For
free opinion is substituted a pro-
gram of ruthless suppression, soul
‘Pbreaking, compulsory and disgrace-
ful’ public adulation of a single
‘'man.  Logic is replaced by the
‘Alice in Wonderland theory that
‘JANYTHING  said three times is
Truth is cynically dismissed
hecause, in Mark Twain’s words,
“A He can circle the earth during
‘the time that truth is putting on
its shoes.”

Where. will this course lead?
‘The reactionaries are in no doubt.
‘A Boston capitalist daily gleefully
,editorializes that the Moscow trial
has lined up the Third Inter-

|national against a wall and shot

it down. How ‘true this is, is
'shown in the fate of the highest
‘Soviet body, the Political Bureau.
10{ the men who composed it in
L‘enins day, Lenin is dead, Zino-
-yiev. and Kameney are murdered,

Tomsky “was driven to suicide,

with assassination—only Stalin re-
mains!

Equally discerning is the state-
ment of a French fascist leader
M. Henri de Kerrilys in Echo de
Paris; “Was it necessary to de-
stroy the Trotskyists for good?"
he . asks and replies: ‘““Whatever
the special methods of the Soviet
police may be, it is mnevertheless
impermissible to conclude there-
from that European order has
anything to gain from the triumph
of the ‘Trotskyist’ extermists. An-
tagonism to thc Moscow regime
miust not go to the point of ac-
knowledging so dangerous a doc-
trine as the permanent revolution.
Suppose for a minute that Leon
Trotsky were to be in Stalin’s
place: Hundreds of Soviet planes
would already be in Spain. And
that says everything.”

That indeed, says everything.
For revolutionary socialists it is
a call to arms. This must be the
last mock trial. Protests already
made by every Socialist Party in
Europe against the persecttion of
Trotsky must be redoubled. The
honor of the revolutionary move-
ment must be vigorously defended.
The constant fight for World
Socialism goes on'!

Can;t Afford Potatoes

Potatoes, formerly the daily
staple on the menu of the Cuban
workers, are now beyond the
reach of the exploited masses of
Cuba. Three times a week is the
most - employed workers in Cuba

jcan afford potatoes.

out it? 'With the million crimes | or
of - capitalism why attack the So-j

viet Union? These questionis opensi’which have warded off the count-

The Action Army

By FRANK STERN

[

Ye editor got so excited with the excellence of our col-
umn last week that he slapped in a screaming by-line—so
youw’ll have to forgive an Irish sense of humor running
wild. The by-line should really go to the all-star sub-
chaser this week who is none other than Ernest Peri of

" Los Angeles who registered a club of ten.

Okay Ernest——

let us know which of the original cartoon drawings you

want and we’ll ship
PDQ. Keep up the swell work.
L R

Tied for second place are Millie
Goldberg, secretary of local San
Francisco, and Chester Johnson,
champ literature plugger for Min-
neapolis, with an even half dozen
each. Let us know which cartoons
you want prints of and we’ll have
them wrappéd and .shipped—and
all you have to do is get the
frame.

Ed * * i

Crary and Glen Trimble insist
that they're really one and turn
in five between them to come in
a dead heat with local San Fran-
cisco. We can't give the Trimbles
a prize because they work on the
staff and have an ‘in, but local
'Frisco can have a picture to
decorate the wall of the local
office.

L

Bil] Milli of Stanford Univer-

Crisis In
Fields At
San Diego

By Richard Fraser
SAN DIEGO.— Through-
out the agricultural areas of
Southern California, as the
first weeks of December roll
by, the order is given to “put
on paper.”

vest of the vast celery crop.
For the workers it means the
beginning of one of the few win-

ter .crops, sending thousands of
cold and hungry families of work-
ers all over . the country into

ryiigra,tion, bringing about a con-
entration of workers in South
rn  California. For the few
Agricultural Unions which have
‘ithstood the merciless

For those Unions,

less attacks by Vigilante bands,
Police, company thugs, etc, it
ineans another crisis. They must
be able to hold themselves togeth-
er in the face of an over-stocked
labor market. The struggle will
soon burst out again throughout
the camps. In the San Diego area
it means just that-—another strug-
gle in defense of the Unions.

The order given the San Diego
workerg to “put on paper” imme-
diately turns the eyes of the Ag-
ricultural workers all over  the
state upon San Diego, centering
their whole attention upon the
outcome of the struggle.

It is quite true that the import-
ance of San Diego in relation to
the celery crop as a whole is not
great; San Diego produces but
about 10 per cent of the celery
grown in the state. However, due
to the fact that the San Diego
area gives one of the few and by
far the most complete expression
of Agricultural Unions in Californ-
ia, its reputation has gone far and
wide. There exists the general
feeling throughout the camps, not
entirely unfounded, that the com-
ing struggle in San Diego is a
test which may determine the
course of Unionism in agriculture
in this State for some time to
come.

FIGHTING SPIRIT

In 1912 San Diego gave to the
labor movement one of its most
tamous free-speech batiles when
the TWW took up the challenge
flung at the workers by the Rail-
road Companies and the parons
of agriculture. 'The tighting spirit
of the old movement jives on in
the Agricultural Unions of today
and it is very possible that the
activities of these Unions this
winter may be equally as signifi-
cant as the heroic struggles. of
their precursor.

Transients Have Rights!

1..0OS ANGELES.—Approved by
the Board of Supervisors last
Wednesday was Sheriff Eugene
Biseailluz’ refusal to participate
in the transient blockade of Los
Angeles County. '
His investigators

found no

lalarming influx of transients, Bis-

cailluz reported, and further, his
counsel had advised him all trav-
elers had constitutional rights to
enter the county. o

it to yougs

This order ushers]
in an acute stage: the har-}

- Just Off the Press
THE MOSCOW TRIAL

By Max Schactman
Price 25 Cents

MODERN BOOK SHOP
1161, West 9th St
Los Angeles, Calif.

| City ..

sity, who is one of our most con-
sistent Action Army pluggers and
runner up for alltime first place,
squeezed in under the wire with

a club of four just as we started-

to. write this column. Pick your
work of art Bill—and get wound
up for a chance at that monthly
prize of Trotsky's “History of the

Russian Revolution.”
* * *

Also heard from in the way of
subs are Saunders of Washington,
D. C. Finlason and Hanman of
Berkeley, Joe Hansen and George
Coe of San Francisco, Grace
Stahlecker and Mrs. McCauley of
Palo Alto, Jean Rudd of Denver,
and various aund sundry others
who couldn’t get in clubs of four
but who are valisntly plugging in
pairs and threes ‘to build Labor
Action. And then we mustn’t for-
get one James Patrick Cannon
who pulled a couple of subs out
of somewhere and turned them
in to us.

* % % !

The business manager wants to:
take this opportunity to welcome.
Doug. Anderson and Mrs. Doug.
into the Action Army. They don’t

know it yet but in a couple of

weeks they’re going to be the No.
1 Action Armyites. For the in-
formation of the general publie
Comrades Doug and Lenea Ander-
son are touring the west on a Red
Special truck tour. Welcome “foots
loose Rebels of the west.”
* * *

And the same goes for Ken
Bristol of Local San Francisco

who ' is taking a swing throughk

Utah in the joiat capacity of
Action Army ‘organizer and “Foot-
loose Rebel. L)
* ‘* *
’ AWARDS o

We publish above for the firat
time in this column the names of
the ~winners of Labor Action
awards for service to the revolu-
tionary press., Hveryone is eligible

for these awards. For every club of.
four—-a print ot any cartoon ap-‘ Yoo

: The" highest SCOore. cvery

gets the orlginal drawlng of a cars
toon appearing ‘in Labor Action,
extremely =

These | drawinge . are
valuable and are drawn by the
best labor - csrtoonist in the coun-
try. ) L
* ok %k
For the comrade turning in the
greatest amount of subs for the
month we are awarding a three-
volume set of Trotsky's “History
of the Russian Revolution,” er any
book of equal value which the
winner may choose.
LI
The business manager will be
more than glad te aecept all suge
gestions possible from readers on
building cireulation. Let's hear
from Action Army members every:
where.
And mest important o. all—let's
bulid Laber Aection into a powerful'
weapon for Socialism in the West.

The first and only work on
the sensatipnal trial of Zin-
oviev, Kamenev and the four-
teen others who were sxocvuted.
for plotting the assassination
of Soviet leaders

it is a thorfough review of .
the trial, ite background and
significance written by the
noted revolutionarr jourhalist
and editor of Trotsky's Works.
It contains a detalled analysis '
of the real facts i the trial
‘and provides concrete proof of
how and why the frame-up
was arranged.

144 Pages

Cloth $1.00 Paper 25¢

3

PIONEER PUBLISHERS

100 Fifth Ave., New York City. .

Please send me .., copies
of “Behind the Moscow Trial 4

for which §.. is enclosed.

Name

Address

.--cuaunl.l‘o.‘.‘.'l.nto..“
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cssssesasesssrr s ety
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Concerted

~of the non-intervention committee,

. dickering with the French govern-

_-publics in the antifascist territory

. the soverelgnty of the territory he |
: -whulds ‘

igovernment»-ltaly and Germanpny,
 =—=to retreat from thelr insistence
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Page Three

The Sp

Attempt

To Rob Workers
- Of Fruit Of Victory

By ALFREDO ROJAS

- While the Spanish proletarian armies stoutly defend
Madrid and cariy the war against the enemy on the other
fronts, developments abroad and in the rear reveal a con-
certed attempt to rob the workers of the fruits of the vic-

tory which they are gaining
fices.

with such tremendous sacri-

The Spanish Revolution is in mortal danger! Let the

truth be known! ©

The French and British
Proposal

The tenacity with which France
and Britain have barred any aid
to anti-fascist Spain and have kept
the preposterous non-intervention
committee going while it served as
a cover for Italo-German aid to
General Franco, proved that these
“democratic” nations are deter-
mined to come to terms with Italy
and Germany at the expense of the
Spanish masses., Now Britain and
France have taken an ominous step
forward in their scheme to “solve”
the Spanish crisis by a deal with
Hitler and Mussolini,

Their proposal, last week, for
new methods of barring aid to
“either” gide in Spain was no mere
attempt to refurbish the prestige

The real teeth in the new proposal
is in the provisions for an armis-
tice and an internationally super-
vised plebiscite. Behind these pro-
visions is the plan, discussed for a
month in all the European chan-
celleries and which broke into the
press when a Catalan-bourgeois
delegation was discovered in Paris

ment a few weeks ago,—a plan to
set up one or more bourgeois re-

andto relinquish to General Franco

‘ultra-reactiona.ry scheme
cos allies whomave recogmzed his |

that Franco take over all Spain,
and further “virtue” that European
capitalism would thereby be pro-
vided with a gendarme-state, in

against any attempt by the revolu-
tionary proletariat of Catalonia and
Valencia to carry out the social
revolution.

Scheme Finds Support in
Valencia

That this conspiracy against the
Spanish masses is supported by at
least some of the bourgeois ele-
ments in the Spanish government
is revealed by a dispatch in the
New York Times of December 13th
from Valencia, the present seat of
the government. Written by the
correspondent, L. A. Fernsworth,
who recently protested to Amer-
ican Catholiec authorities against
Catholie support of the Fascists,
and is, therefore, deserving of
some credence, the dispatch indi-
cates that the popular desire for a
federation of Iberian republics is
being utilized for a completely re-
actionary content:

“The question is being discussed
whether some form of federal gov-
ernment, composed of a series of
autonomous states, each of which
would solve its own problems ac-
cording to its. own methods, might
not be a formula for future ar-
rangements. , . . Then both Right
and Left, each in its own particu-
lar house and garden, might again

‘become neighbors' who salute each

other regardless <of their peculia
-ways of managing their housg
‘holds.” : 5

: Needless to say, the deslre of th‘

anish Revolutl
anger! Let The Tr

\h Be Known!

Catalan Workers Bar
the Way

The Catalan proletariat, dominat-
ing the chief industrial and com-
mercial center of Spain, bars the
way to.the gcheme for partitioning
Spain.

Only two weeks ago, the vigl
lance of the Catalan workers
thwarted a plot connected with the
partition scheme. The first—and
only—press report revealing this
plot appeared in garbled form in
the New York Times of Decemher
5. But the arrival here of the
Catalonian workers’-newspapers in-
form us that the plot was uncov-
ered during the last week of No-
Yember. The arrests of the Com-
missioner of Public Order, Robertes
the General Secretary of the Estat
Catala, and other leading members
of both the liberal-bourgeois par-
ties, Estate Catala and Esquerra,
was forced by the anarcho-syndi-
calist CNT. Even then the Es-
querra leaders, President Com-
panys and Premier Tarredellas, at-
tempted to conceal all the facts
and to belittle their’ significance.
No wonder, since the most they
could do for their closest colleague,
Juan €asanovas, President of the
Catalan Parliament, was to say that
he had “toyed with the plot” but
finally rejected it.

The plot involved assassinating
the workers’ leaders, seizing Cata-
lonia and establishing it as a bour-
geois regime independent of the
rest of Spain. Thus the plan dis-
cussed in Paris, to save “demo-
cratic” face in Catalonia and save
Italo-German prestige by leaving
Franco’s regime standing, would
have been facilitated.

Anarchists Denounce
Bourgeoisie

“Solidaridad Obrero,” organ of
the anarcho-syndicalist federation,
CNT, the chief force in the Catalan
proletariat, bluntly refused to pass
over the plot as the work of iso-
lated individuals, and insisted it
was a class phenomenon:

“What has happened we have ex-
pected for some time, Events have
not caught us by surprise. Because
of this it has been easy for us to
discover the conspirators and
smash the plot. Reaction, which

could mever -conquer Spain by

arms, attempted through this plot

to destroy Spain’'s revolutionary |

masses for autonomy has nothinv
in common with this capitalist
scheme. The masses drive toward
autonomy is toward the nationa¥
liberation developed by Lenin and
Trotsky, of a federation of socialist
republies, with a uniform socialist
economy,

‘tier from France.

Spamsh territory, as a threat

“inity. Its program was to separate |

Catalonia from the Iberfan revolu
tion in order the better to ¢onquer
it, isolating and breaking up the
firm front of the workerg which
each day grows stronger.” (Nov,
28.)

“What bourgeois indiseipline is
capable of, we have been able to

-pressions of the POUM press. It

appreciate in these last hours, The
gentry of bourgeois . ment&ll&’yw
cloaked as militiamen of the Revo-
lution, have attempted to create in
Catalonia a republic of medieval|s
type . . . The excitement produced
everywhere by our editorial of yes-
terday in which we exposed the
thwarted plot gives us assurance
that we interpret the' though’t"'ot

Iberian peoples and of the
proletarian revolution.” (Nov. 2
The liberal-bourgeois press, abiy
seconded by the Stalinists, poured
out a great deal of verbiage about
“this is ‘no time to break ranks,”
“remember we must have unity,”
etc. and sought to Hhush up the
whole business. :

Why the POUM Is Attacked

The Stalinists have carried on a
daily campaign of calumny against
the POUM. Armed Stalinistsat-
tacked and wrecked the POUM
youth headquarters in Madrid last
month, and the Stalinist press .a
few weeks ago demanded the sup-

hates the POUM because that
Marxist party, despite its entrance
into the Generalidad government
on September 25th, has insisted
that the fight agamst fascism must
be fought with revolutmnary
weapons; land to the peasants
workers’ control of production;ia
single command of the militia in
the control of the proletarian or-
ganization, etec., whereas the Sta-
linists agree with the bourgeoisie
in refusing to go beyond the hmits
of democratic capitalism.

The POUM also unsparmgly
criticised the Stalin government for
entering the non-intervention comi-
mittee and failing to send effective
material aid to Spain until recently,
and pointing out that ‘this flowed
from the narrow nationalistic
policy, elevated by Stalin into &
theory, “Socialism in one country.”

For these reasons, the POUM:
has been denounced by the Sta-
linists . as  “Trotskyist-Fascist.”
POUM has pointed to Leon Trot-
sky’s sharp criticism of it, but ‘to|
no avail, for any Marxist party or
group which shares with Trotsky
a critical attitude toward Stalinism |
is  labelled . “Trotskyist” by the
Kremlin strategists. e

-A-New Stalinist Pretext :

On Novembev 27 the POUM o
gan, “La. Ea_talla," carried an edi-
torial describing how, when the
Madrid government moved to Va-
lencia, a Madrid Defense Council
was set up including representa-
tives of all parties and groups,
even th small Syndicahst Party of

| Barcelona,

 gan,

Pestana—but mnot including the
“POUM. “La Batalla” was able to
demonstrate that the CNT, Social-
ists, etc. all favored POUM rei)re—
entation in the Council. How,
then, was it possible for Stalinist
opposition alone to prevent the
POUM, despite its five dalilies, its
mass membership, its militia col-
umns on all fronts, {rom securing

Irepresentation? Because, said the

POUM, “it is the Soviet Embassy
that, with the Soviet Consulate of
inspires the campaign
of insults and calumnies which is
being made against our party.” “It
is intolerable that, on account of
the aid they furnish us, they should
attempt to impose wupon us definite
political norms, definite vetoes, to
intervene and even to direct our
politics.”

- .Not to speak of incidents of
which the POUM was aware
through its minister in the General-
idad, there have been a whole series
of public incidents, speeches laying
down a line of boulgeom democracy
by both Ambassador Rosenberg
and Consul-General Ovseenko—
who ended his speech on the Rus-
sian Revolution anniversary with
“Long live the Catalan people, and
its hero, President Companys!”’—
and a peremptory tone of author-
ity in the Stalinist press since
Russian aid began. This is the
background which called forth the
9'editorial in “La Batalla.”

Ovseenko Denounces the
POUM
Anyone who had any doubts

| about the readiness of the Soviet

officials to seek suppression of the
POUM had his doubts removed by
the note which Consul-General
Ovseenko issued to the press, de-
nouncing the¢ POUM as carrying

cout “fascist maneuvers,” being an

“enemy of the Soviet Union,” etc.,
etc. in familiar Stalinist style but
unprecedented from the pen of a
resident Soviet diplomatic officer.

Ovseenko’s note was a godsend
to the liberal-bourgeois press,
which devoted columns of com-
mentary to it, and long attacks on
the POUM, thus creating a diver-
sion from the embarrassing prob-
lem of the Separatist plot which
had been exposed by the CNT. “La
Humanitat,” liberal-bourgeois . or-
brazenly published a ‘com-
mentary on the note, with the title,
gainst All Maneuvers o! Fas-

ent

are alert, for we know that the
role of fascism is to hold back the
revolution in order to give space
and time for the bourgeoisie to re-
habilitate itself and to give a blow
from behind to the conquests of
the revolutionary proletariat, the
fascists hiding behind democratic
banners.

“We all remember when ‘La Hu-
manitat”’ despaired of democracy
and desired a strong regime to put
an end to the “anarchy produced
by never-ending discontent” of the
revolutionary workers. Now they
will see the we are taking care
against the maneuvers of fascism.
Not by changing their language be-
cause of the present circumstances,
can they deceive us by their pres-
“revolutionism.” Take care,
therefore! y

These stern words punctured this
move. But it has now led to some-
thing far more serious. For it ap-
pears to have convinced the liberal
bourgeoisie, desperately in need of
covering up the thwarted plot,
that they cannot hope to fool the
CNT any longer. And a contro-
versy between the CNT and the
Soviet Consul-General gave the
bourgeoisie its opportunity.

COUNTER ATTACK

The CNT and the POUM on De-
cember 7 demanded that the Gen-
eralidad offer democratic asylum
to Leon Trotsky. Before the Gen-
eralidad could answer, the Soviet
Consul-General declared to the
press (reported here in “La Pren-
sa”) that if Trotsky were admitted
to Catalonia, the Soviet govern-
ment would cut off its aid. Where-
upon the CNT and POUM served a
demand upon Ovseenko, for trans-
mission to Stalin, for the release
of all revolutionists imprisoned in
Russian concentration camps.

The answer now appears in the
capitalist press: Premfer Tarradel-
las—who on  September 25th
fawned upon the powerful CNT,
admitted it was the real power of
Catalonia, and begged only for lib-
eral-bourgeois minority representa-
tion in a re-organized government.
which was set up,—“announced the
break-up of his government be-
cause of its inability to control an-

archist and labor syndicate
groups.” (N Y Tlmes, December
13).

In other words, the bourgoisie
is trying to drive the chief force

-of -Oatalenia-out-of the government:

CNT Spo;ls the Game
~This hue and cry against the
POUM was exposed in blunt terms
by the CNT, “Solidaridad Obrera”
addressed itself to “La Humanitat”
and its headlines: ‘We believe it
our duty to call to the attention of
that patty-bourgems pa,per that we

How is this possible? Despite some
gains, the bourgeoisie has ‘scarcely
regained the power it had before
the civil war; it could scarcely
make this move on the basis of its
own strength. There is only one
explanation: behind the bourgeoisie
stand the Stalinists and the Soviet
officials.

A PICTURE OF REVOLUT[ONARY BARCELONA
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Wherecver Workers Go They Never Forget To Take Then‘ Guns Along

By ERNEST ERBER

The last few hours of the automobile trip from Paris to
the Spanish border grew intolerably long. The three Span-
ish comrades were anxious to get back into action. The
German nurse was anxiously looking forward to getting
inte the midst of the work for which her training was so
sorely needed at the front lines. This activity would be a

circling of the road as it wove its
way through the passes of the
Pyrenees whose towering peaks
cut off my view of the Spanish
plaing down below.

The marvelous scenic beauty of
the Pyrenees held no interest for
us just now. Our minds were on
the revolutionary scenery we
would find on the other side of
the mountains. I was particularly
excited by the prospect of “rub-
bing shoulders” with a revolution
{n the making. For one who has
been extremely conscious of the
weakness of the American move-
ment, revolutionary Spain would
be a justification for many years
gpent in a movement that was no
more than a lonely voice in the
wilderness.

Atmosphere of Revolution

The moment we crossed the
border we¢ were aware of the tre-
mendous change. The atmosphere
was literally charged with revolu-
tion. The streets were filled with
people seeking the latest news
from the front, discussing political

‘questions, and suspiciously eyeing

automobiles that crossed the fron-
The workers
seemed to be armed without a
golitary exception. Four large
trucks were being loaded with pro-
visions for the front. An organ-
grinder stood in front of the larg-
est inn grinding out the “Inter-
nationale” and the customs clerk
hummed the tune as he examined
our baggage. The black and red
flags of the anarchists and the
red flags of the socialists and
communists were visible every-
where, 'S0 numerous in fact’that
the Spanish and Catalonian flags
on the government buildings were
hardly noticed except that their

oy

‘welcome change in the life of an emlgre in Parls. I grew
‘impatient with the winding andgy

yellows presented a contrast to
the proletarian red and black.
Ag we left the town a final touch
was added to my first picture of
revolutionary Spain, A large
stone church stood near the road
near the outskirts of town, The
black smudge of smoke running
up the white stone walls over the
windows and doors marked it as
one of the churches gutted by the
fires lit by .the enraged masses
who looked upon the church:as the
outstanding symbol of.reaction and
oppression. A stone mason was at
work sealing up the front entrance
with brick and mortar. The Span-
ish masses are determined that
these structures should never
again serve their age-old purpose.
The mason straightened up as he
glimpsed the flag of the CNT on
our car as we came up the road.
He raised his clenched fist in
salute as we passed. Then he re-
turned to his work; no doubt his
only work on a church that he was
willing to call a labor of love.

Workers’ Barcelona

It was already dark as we ap-
proached Barcelona. Thé myriad
lights of the city indicated how
far it extended down the shore
and how much of it sprawled out
over the hills that rose to graduat-
ed heights toward the inland. I
was thrilled with a sense of the
workers power as I recalled the
story the Spanish comrades had
told me gbout how the workers
had pou¥@d into the streets virt-
ually unarmed to crush the at-
tempted putsch and establish their
authority in this most modern,
industrial center in Spain.

Barcelona was a duplication of
the revolutionary atmosphere of
the bordey town on a scale many

 portraits

tlmes magnihed The trolley-cars
had been “syndicalized” by the
CNT and painted with the red and
black of the anarchigts and the
letters of the organization. Though
I daily saw hundreds of these
trolleys they never failed to send
a thrill of joy through my veins.
They seemed to be ever present
reminders of the heroic actions of
the workers, many of them the
motormen and conductors now
aboard them, in the streets op
which they ran.

The CNT had taken over the
best office buiflding in Barcelona.
It was a modern office building
erected by the Chamber of Com-
merce several years ago. The
square before the building was
filled with crowds of workers
listening to the amplifiers that
broadcast the speeches being giv-
en over the radio station inside.
I was later to see these crowds
come here night after night to ap-
plaud favorable news from the
front and cheer the statements of
the orators,

Red Broadcasts

I had a very interesting revela-
tion when I later visited the broad-
casting studios. None of the speak-
ers I heard spoke from notes, let
alone give written speeches. A
“microphone voice” is absolutely
foreign to them. They received
their training on soapboxes and
in union halls and the radio -is
merely a modern method of réach-
ing more people with the same
speeches. Every once in a while
they forget the existénce of the
“miké” and begin to pace up and
down and wave thelr arms in
gestures to the unseen audience
with which they had once driven
home their points to a visible
audience.

The anarchists had cleaned the
entire building of all religious and
other symbols of the old order.
Yet their respect for art had pre-
vented them from removing the
of the - largé-waisted,
bearded merchants and industrial-
{sts who had founded the Chamber
of Commerce., One of the most
incongruous sights of the revolu-
tion was te see an anarchist work-

-

k

er In overalls at work behind a
sumptuous, glass-topped desk, be:
neath the portrait of some mer-
chant prince or textile niogul.
The revolution has engendered
a certain gayety that is imme-
diately apparent when one mixes
with the crowd streaming down
the boulevards. It is not the care-
free gayety of the Paris Commune;
the gayety that produced street
festivals while the Versaillese
troops attacked the gates. of the
eity. It is the gayety of millions
who have quit cringing beneath
the whip of exploitation and now
stand erect as men. g

The Worker and His Gun |

In this respect let me also refer
to the remarkable transformation
that overcomes the workingclass

when it is armed. The gun at the:

workers’ side means everything to-
him. He may not be able to state
the Marxist theory of the state, |
but he knows that the police]
power of the bourgeois state has
vanished when the workingclass
has armed itself. If he can also
arm himself with the political
understanding necessary to pre-
vent the bourgeois politicians from
luring him back to his old slavery,
the existence of a workers and
peasants Spain is assured.

This natural appreciation of their
arms was strengthened by the con-|
stant agitation of the POUM
(Workers’ Party of Marxist Unity)
to put the workingeclas® on guard
against attempts to disarm it. The
POUM slogan that made the'great-
est impression was: ‘“Those whoil
would take your arms today will
take your bread tomorrow.” - Nor
was it unnecessary to warn the
workingclass. Utilizing the short-
age of heavy arms at the front
(there never was a shortage of
small arms), the liberal politicians
raised the slogan of “All arms at
the front.” What they left unsaid
was, “And disarm the workmgclass
in the rear.”

Grim Struggle
The workers never permit-their
arms to leave their sight. Whether
in the movie, in the cafe, on the

{in Spain.

with their family on Sunday after-
neen, their gun is always beside
them.

But the grimness of the struggle

is. always present, despite the
gayety. Black arm bands indicat-
Thg the death of a relative or a
loved one are very numerous. The
ornate, horse-drawn hearses con-
stantly seen on the streets tell
their own graphic story of the sac-
rifices the Spanish workingclass is
making to win its freedom.
. And death strikes swiftly. As the
young medical student who drove
the car down from Paris left me
off at one of the workers’ con-
trolled hotels, he gave me his ad-
dress and urgently requested that
I visit him when I got to Madrid.
Two days later 1 heard that he
never reached Madrid. He fell in
the storming of the Alcazaar at
Toledo.

Death of Comrades

~ The German nurse, a member of
the Socialist Youth and interpreter
at ‘the . Socialist caucus at the
World Yopth Congress at Geneva,
was also destined never to re-cross
the Pyrenees. She went to the
Zaragossa front with a medical
unit attached to-the famous Du-
rutti’ column. The unit set up a
first aid station in a town just
taken in an advance. The Moors
suddénly launched a counter at-
tack and the militia was forced to
retreat, leaving the nurses and
wounded behind. They attempted
to Dbarricade themselves in the
building they used ag an- impro-
'vised hospital, but unsuecesstully.
Not a life was spared.

The story of the medical student,
Juan Ibanta, and the German nurse,
Augusta Marx, are the daily story
I hesitate to laud their
heroism. Anything I .could say
‘wouild be merely the repetition of
'trite and hackneyed phrases. If I
learned to know them at all, I am
‘sure they would be the first to pro-
'test. To them it was not a ques-
tion of heroism. It was merely a
différent phase of. a struggle to
‘which they had devoted theéir lives.
Now they ‘gave them for that

trollegy er lunohin; on the beaeh
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SOCIALIST
CALENDAR

SAN FRANCISCO:

Socialist Party Local: December
23, Wednesday, at 8 p. m., at 1057
Steiner Street, educational meet-
ing. There will be a disecussion of
the Farmer-Labaor Party question,
led by Joseph Bowen.

Socialist Study Classes: HEvery
Monday, 6:45 p. m,—Socialist
Fundamentals.

Every Monday, 8:30 p. m:—His-
tory of Socialist Thought (Class
now studying the Russian Revolu-
tion.)

Every Thursday, 8:00 p. m.—
Trade Union History and Tacties,
Discussion led by Barney Mayes,
BERKELEY:

Socialist Party Local:
every Thursday at 8 p. m,
Telegraph Avenue.

PALO ALTO:

Socialist Party Local: ‘Meets
every second Wednesday of the
month at 915 Channing Avenue
at 8 p. m,

STOCKTON:

Soclalist Party Local: Mesets
every Monday at 8§ p. m, at 234
N. Sutter Street. First and Third
Monday regular business meetings.
Second and Fourth, open educa-
tional meetings.

OXNARD:

Socialist Party Local: Meets
every Monday at 8 p. m. First and
third meetings, regular business
meetings; second and fourth meet-
ings, social ‘and educational.
LOS ANGELES:

Socialist Party Local: Meets
every Thursday, 8 p. m., at 116%
West Ninth Street.

Socialist Party Jewish Branch:
Meets every Thursday, 8 p. m, at
126 North Saint Louis Street.

Sunday Eveéning Forum: Every
Sunday, 8 p. m., at 1161 West
Ninth Street.

NOTE LOCALS: Send in correc-
tions for the Calendar and any
weekly changes or additions. Copy
must be In the State Office Satur-
day.

Meets
2533

Sawmill Strike Postponed

L.OS ANGELES.—Postponement
of the proposed strike by the Saw-
mill and Timber Workers’ Union
of Los Angeles until after settle-
ment of thé current maritime
strike was announced last Friday
night by officials of the union.

The union is seeking the same
wage scale that now prevails in

the harbor distriet.

The Party At Work

S. F. New Years Eve

$an Francisco Local is plan-
ning a New Year’s Eve costume
party to be held at their new
headquarters at 236 Van Ness
Ave. The party will be a com-
bination house.warming, since
it is to be the first affair in the
new general headquarters, and
celebration of the end of 1936.
Everyone is asked to come in
costume and masked. Plans
are -being made to make the
evening a real frolic.. Music
for dancing and a variety of
entertainment will be furnished.
Watch Labor Action for further
details.

New State Office .
Budget

The TUnited Socialist Drive is
ovef. ' California went over the
top $17.34 on its quota of $2,000,
to the National Office. For a
while, now, efforts will be con-
centrated on building up the in-
come of the State Office which
has suffered from both the Labor
Action fund campaign and addi-
tional expenses which have been
occuring recently because of in-
creased activity of the party
throughout the state.

The State Office monthly bud-
get has been shaved to the bone
and quotas assigned to locals on
the basis—insofar as possible—of
their ability to fulfill those quo-
tas. Please notify the State Of-
fice at once if your local finds
some adjustment necessary, and
if you can increase the quota,
please do so, since the minimum
budget does not allow for much
expansion. Unless the State Of-
fice hears differently by Decem-
ber 23, the quotas will stand as
they are.

Quotas  for San Francisco and
L. A. Branch Central will be $25
per month., For Stockton, Bakers-
field, Palo Alto, Capay Valley,
Berkeley, and the L. A, Jewish
Branch the quotas will be $10 per
month; Fresno, Oxnard. Berkeley
Finnish, San Diego and Harbor
City have been assigned quotas
of $5.00 per month, and $25 is the
quota for the membership-at-large.
These are small amounts, and
they will be much easier to ful-

fill if they are taken care of each
month, Don’t let them pile up.
Please try to get them into the
State Office not later than the
fifteenth of every month.

The new budget quotas start
from December, and Palo Alto has
been credited with its December
quota of $10, which has already
come into the State Office.

Don’t Neglect the

Dues Drive

Most locals have been very lax%
about dues stamp orders, and
members have been allowed:-t0
grow careless about dues pay
ments. Members must be in good
standing to vote on the referen-
dum which closes at the end  of
December, and two conventions
are due in February and March.
Local representation at the state
convention and state representas
tion at the national convention dee
pend on dues stamp average for
the year ending with this month,
It is still not too late to get your
orders in, but there is very little
time left. Send in your dues stamp
orders AT ONCE.

Exempt stamps are not being
ordered in proportion to the uns
employed membership reported.to
the State Office. Check up ‘on
this. Red cards must show ex-
empt stamps within three months
of the voting time on referenda.

Keep Posted On
YPSL Affairs

The YPSL State Office issues a
monthly bulletin and discussion
organ, called The Beacon. Coples
sell for be each and are available
either from your local YPSL secre-
tary or from the YPSL State Of=
fice at Room 334, 628 Montgomery
Street. This bulletin carries on
a monthly discussion, not only of
YPSL activities and policy, but
also of Party YPSL relations.’
Party members should not fail te
read The Beacon. !

An organization conference eof
YPSL representatives all over the
country is being held in Chicage
at the end of December. Califors
nia is sending representatives, and
the YPSL organization needs -fh
nancial aid to send these deles
gates. Please co-operate in any
way possible to assist in thls im-
portant project. o

Pl

Western States Federation ;;;.{
.. Of the Socialist

Red Special Heads
For Southwest

After negotiations with various
states, and conferences with the
weather man, the first three
weeks of the Red Special tour
have been planned, Starting with
a meeting in St. Louis, Missouri,
on Sunday, December 13, the Red
Special sound truck, conducted by
Comrade Douglas Anderson and
his wife, headed south and west
to Joplin, A few days of organi-
zation work will be carried on in
the Joplin area, and the truck
will continue on into Oklahoma
after December 17,

Until December 21 the truck
will operate in the area near
Tulsa and will then go down into
Dallas, Texas for a week’s work
in northern Texas.

Because of weather conditions,
it will be impossible to use the
truck in Kansas at the beginning
of the tour, but plans will be made
to cover the Kansas area when
winter breaks up. The plan at
present is to use the truck
through the southwest and up the
west coast wuyntil the weather
makes possible organization work
through the northwest, Ro¢ky

Mountain and central western

gtates. 3,
Party memberg and readers of

Labor Action who are interested -

in the work of the truck and who
wish to meet the organizer, Doug-
las Anderson, may get in touch
with him at the following addresss
es: Until December 17, ¢/o0 Fr,eg!.,
Vance, 625 Connor Ave. Joplin,
Missouri; until December 21 c/@
W. L. Barver, 524 Cheyenne Ave,
Tulsa, Oklahoma; until Decembgp
28 c/o Carl Brannin, State Set.!d

retary, 419 St. Mary St., Dallas,
Texas. i
Meanwhile other states in the

southwest will he contacted by
the Federation Secretary to lay
the basis for thorough organiza.-
tion work In those areas. The
length of time in each place will
probably be g little longer after
the truck gets out of the had
weather sections.

Minnesota Note

Comrades in Minnesota are ac¢-
tive in the Laundry Workers’
Union and the militant spirit of
the local in whieh they are aative
has succeeded in winning pro-
nounced gains for the laundry
workers.

Socialist Youth

The District Executive Commit-
tee “of the Young People’s Social-
ist League of ‘California took time
off from deliberations at their
meeting in Los Angeles last week-
end to join the picket line of the
sewing project workers at WPA
headquarters. Many of the mem-
bers picketed all night. This is
an indication of the turn of the
Socialist movement to mass work.

The District Committee dis-
cussed the coming convention of
the American Student Union, the
April 22nd Student strike against
war, the Chicago organizational
conference being held by the na-
tional office of the YPSL over
the Christmas holidays, and the

ag a broader publication for more
popular consumption. Also dis-
cussed at great length was the
organization of the drive for the
“California Youth Act.”

MILITANT PROGRAM FOR
STUDENTS

The committee in - a resolution

that was unanimously passed re-
quested the National HExecutive
Committee of the YPSL to take a
position for a more militant policy
for the American Student TUnion.
This policy, which includes the
conduct of the Student Strike
Against War in April, includes a

| demand for a clear-cut program

publication of the Beacon, official |
organ of the YPSL of California |

for the ASU on the campus and
for a more positive struggle
against war and the warmaking
imperialist government.

A call for the use of such slo-
gans as “Strike against imperial-
ist war,” and “Only Socialism can

end war” to rally the students to
the support of the Student Strike
next April was issued. It was

pointed out that in raising these

slogans, young workers and stus
dents must be educated to learn
the role of the war-making im-
perialists who control the governs
ment of the “liberal” Roosevelty

ORGANIZATION CONFERENCE
IN CHICAGO :

The announcement of the Na<
tional office of the YPSL that-an
organization conference for acé
tive members and officers was
to be held this month in Chk
cago was received with great ens
thusiasm by the assembled mems=
bers of the District Committee,
and Comrades Paula Aragon, Bill
Monroe, Murry Weiss and Howard
Rosen, District Executive Secre-
tary, were chosen, to make the
trip to Chicago.

The agenda of the conference
includes discussion of the ASU,
the American Youth Congress,
mass work in trade unions, and
inner-organizational problems of

Young People’s Socialist Leaguey
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“A Dollar Quota”

‘Last week we commented editorially on
the statement of a Los Angeles County Re-
Jief administrator who said “There is ab-
solutely no way the women can be put
back to work under the quota.” We stated
then that this was far more than a local
judgment, that it was the ultimatum of the
Democratic Administration to America’s

twelve million unemployed.

This week our forecast is born out by the
direct statement of the highest WPA of-
ficial in Washington, acting Administrator

Aubrey Williams.

Drastic curtailments of white- collar pro-
jects have not been confined to Los An-
By official an-
nouncement 175,000 men and women are
to be dropped from national relief rolls by

‘geles and San Francisco.

December 15th.

Protest has swept the country. Sit-down
~strikes have resulted in almost every major
city and many of them have been answered
by the same kind of violence and police-
brutality. which is the stock-in-trade of
Scenes in New York,
New Jersey and Los Angeles have been
elose copies of the Hoover regime’s treat-

private employers.

ment of the Bonus Army.

~ Consequently a delegation from the mili-
tant national union of the unemployed and
WPA workers, the Workers Alliance, wait-
ed on Mr. William in Washington.
It didn’t work,
g0 Mr. Williams got mad and walked out.
‘At the door he said what he really thought:
“It boils down to this: These State Ad-
‘ministrators have been told to get down to
8 DOLLAR QUOTA and they must do it.”
There you have it from the highest of-
Human needs are senti-
Henceforth the Roose-
velt Administration will rule as has every
previous Democratic and Republican ad-
] Capitalism is in the saddle.
. What it really boils down to is that work-
ers have only one choice — DOLLAR
QUOTAS OR WORKER’S RULE,

Williams tried “soft soap.”

flClal source.
‘mental nonsense.

ministration.

generated out of the shallow opportunism
of American labor politics and the weird!
twists of Soviet diplomacy.
bor Leaders are old hands at choosing les-
ser evils but the Soviet bureaucrats are do-
ing pretty well for beginners.
imagination that can picture
Roosevelt as a shiny-armored defender of
the Soviet Union deserves wonder, though
hardly admiration.

In the midst of “crisis” nearly two hun-
dred thousand Socialists stood firm. Small

American La-

“Revolu-

the ranks for greater tasks.

The Socialist vote of 1936 is therefore
much more significant and worthwhile
than was the larger, but far less clear, vote

workers.

sue.

have taken a

Mr.

The Socialist Vote
One hundred and ninety-three thousand,
gix hundred and thirty-eight Americans

voted the Socialist ticket in

thousand three hundred and twenty-five
Californians checked the names of Nor-
gman Thomas and George Nelson.
- These final returns, official except for
Rhode Island on the national total, prove
Imore encouraging than was the inadequate
news of the first few days after the elec-
As usual the Socialist vote, where it
was counted at all, was counted last. Many
&tates, most. of them controlled by the
#Party of Democracy” denied the elemen-
tary right to vote to Soccialists.

In spite of all this more than 190,000
voters chose the Socialist standard bearers. |
"This in a campaign which saw thousands
of prominent liberals, labor leaders and ex-
radicals insisting that there was suddenly
and miraculously a difference between the
two parties of capitalism; that pro-Landon
‘PDupont, who belonged to the Liberty
League, meant Fascism, while pro-Roose-
velt A. P. Giannini, who owns California

tion.

world over.

1936. Eleven

combined against him.
“demoprat' » capitalism have no place for
him, and international fascism combines
with international Stalinism in an unholy
united front to deprive him of any resi-
dence, and even of life itself.

In the face of this international man-
hunt every sincere socialist is justly proud
of the fact that several leaders of the party

Asylum for Trotsky

The reported action of the Mexican gov-
ernment in granting asylum to Trotsky
marks another stage
struggle of the “man without a country” to
find a spot on the planet where he can live
snd remain what he has always been—e
true revolutionist whose life is devoted
wholly to the emancipation struggle of the

in the unceasing

The fight to secure asylum for Lenin’s
comrade-in-arms- has become a world is-
All the forces of world reaction are

The countries of

prominent part in the strug-

gle to secure the right of asylum for the
great revolutionist.
the Defense of Trotsky,”
posed of a large group of the most distin-
guished figures in America, has undoubted-
ly had an influence in the new and favor-
able developments.

Trotsky’s only crime is loyalty to the
working class. .
the reason for the world campaign against
him. That is why he was deported from
the Soviet Union by the Stalinist betrayers.
That is why he was expelled from France,
denied admittance to any of the big capi-
talist countries and is now driven from
Norway on the joint demand of the Soviet
bureaucracy and the Norwegian fascists.

An Associated Press dispatch says Mexi-
co’s offer of refuge to Trotsky

pained surprise” in- Moscow.
only true of official Moscow. Trotsky still
lives in the hearts of the Moscow workers,
‘and all the terror of Stalin cannot expel|
him from that residence.
the hearts of revolutionary workers the

The ‘“Committee for
which is com-

That, and that alone, is

“caused
But that is

Trotsky lives in

For them, from Moscow to

San Francisco, from Barcelona to Mexico,
the news that Trotsky has once again
evaded the blood hounds and found a place
to live can cause only exultant joy.

nocent men.

A Standard Frame-up

Qeven workers were jailed in 1935 as
“dynamiters.”
tive in the bitter maritime “tanker” strike
against the united power of the major Cali-
fornia oil companies.

The men were railroaded to prison. The
strike was crushed. That is the ‘“Califor-

' nia way” of dealing with labor troubles.

Now, nearly two years later, the whole
-trial has been exposed as a ghastly frame-
up. The State’s star witness in affidavits
backed by eighteen dictaphone records has
cleared the defendants of guilt and placed
the State of California on trial.

Scudder has sworn that the Standard 011
Company, District Attorney Cleary and
Captain Healy of the San Francisco police
combined to break a strike by framing in-

These men had been ac-

The standards of California “justice”
and of the Standard 0il Company are one

through the Bank of America, meant
"Peace, Freedom, Progress, and Pros-
‘perity.” and the same.

This astonishing united front succeeded
In creating an atmosphere of crisis.

the “crisis”

was a purely artificial one

True

The authors of the Colorado massacre
and the crime aainst Mooney unite forces
in the Modesto case.

PEARLS FROM THE PRESS

Some further assumptions of the
Bverage American employer:

THAT it'’s a good thing to keep
Tom Mooney in jail, because this
sets an example that will deter
other trade unionists from becom-
Ing too active and efective in be-

“half of the working class;

THAT the Supreme Court may

}e able to keep the lid on the coun-

#ry for some time, but it’s still a
pretty good idea to invest a por-

.tion of capital in foreign countries?

'THAT the stories in the Satur-
day Evening Post and Cosmopoli-

-%an represent the peak of literary
-artistry;

" THAT it’s good semse for em-
ployers to flock to the support of
a- fellow-employer being fought by

“the union, but that when the work-

1

ers institute sympathetic strikes in|

support of their brothers, this is
nothing less than Bolshevism;

-THAT most other employers are

teérrible bores but, what the h——

you have to stick to your class;

; FHA’I: it’s high time a stop was

made to free public education—
there are too many educated people
now for the jobs available; besides
we can send our children to private
schools;

THAT woman’s place is in the
home, and that it’s exceedingly bad
taste to get mixed up in the class
struggle—on the side of the
workers;

THAT the number of homeless
children roaming the country is
dreadful, but that to adequately
handle the problem would threaten
the very foundations of our govern-
ment;

THAT the reason women turn
to prostitution is not because they
are underpaid or out of work, but
bécause they are naturally evil;

THAT it is smart tactics to keep
the black worker and the white
worker prejudiced against one an-
other, because otherwise they
might get together and cause & lot
of trouble;

THAT in the person of Cal‘vin)
Coolidge could be recognized the

NI i ot o MBS L i

highest peak yet reached by human
evolution;

THAT - it isn’t heroism or devo-

| tion to a cause, but Moscow gold

that keeps a group of workingmen
out on strike for weeks at a
stretch; ‘

“THAT a sales tax i§ eminently
just, because don’t the rich as well
as the poor buy commodities;

THAT capitalism, far from be-
ing in its death throes, is still just
a babe;

THAT football and baseball -and
gcandal stories and such things are
fine because they take the minds
of the masses away from their
misery;

THAT a paper edited by workers
has a definite class bias, but that
the great dailies edited and-owned
by the wealthy are impartial and
American;

THAT another war might be
good thing because the ensuing
carnage would solve the unemploy-
ment problemy

LABOR ACTION

SIDELINES

“We Must Say
Firmly "We
WILL HAVE NO
MORE WARS”

"It 1s our moral obligation
to promote international
good-will.”

N.Y. Socialists!.

Open Rolling
Strike Kitchen

NEW YORK.—For the
weeks a ‘“rolling strike kitchen’ has
been supplying food and coffee to
the striking maritime workers of
New York City who keep a “mid-
night patrol” on the picket line.

Manned and serviced by members|

of the Young People’s Socialist
League and the Socialist Party,
the kitchen has been of great aid
in bolstering the morale of - the
striking seamen. Nightly, the
kitchen patrols the wind-swept:
waterfront from the early evening
until the small hours of the morn-
ing. Its crew of “Yipsels” work
voluntarily, at the cost of hours of

| sleep, and the food served is do:

nated by Socialists  and sympaf
thigers. :

‘The idea of the- “rolling. kltchen”
was conceived and initiated by ‘theif..
Industrial Department of the Young
People’s Socialist League, headed
by Milt Cohen, it’s chairman, and:
are bearing the brunt of the:bur-
den imposed by the work. -

The advent of the rolling kitchen
was hailed as an example of the
whole-hearted support ~which the
seamen must receive,

Baron, chairman of the Public:Af-
fairs Committee of the Socialist
Party of New York City. The state-
ment pointed out that the kitchen
was created pursuant to the recent |
resolution of support for the, strik-
ing seamen adopted last week by
the National Executive Committee
of the Socialist Party. He declared
that money and food were urgently
needed to utilize the kitchen most
effectively, and urged all sympa- |

thizers to send contributions of [

both to the Socialist Party at 21
East 17th St.,, or notify the office
of available donations, which will
be picked up anywhere in the city™

Furniture Workers Picket

LLOS ANGELES, Dec. b.—Fur-
niture workers staged two mass
picketing demonstrations this week
in front of the Kroehler Manufac
turing Company plant in Ingle-
wood, where a strike has been in
progress for several weeks.

Damage of several hundred dol-
lars to company property was
claimed by Manager W. J. Hulbert
after the {{rst mass demonstration
by approximately 200 pickets.
damage was reported as a result’o
the second demonstration by ‘900
pickets, although four workers
were arrested by Inglewood police|
called to disperse the picket line.

The strike in the Kroehler plant,
according to the Furniture Work-
ers’ Union, is part ofga national
strike called in all the company}s,
plants for higher wages, better;
working conditions and union rec-
ognition,

QOakland Furriers Win Strike

OAKLAND. — Striking members
of the International Fur Workers’
Union, Local 79, won union recog- |
nition, the thirty-five hour week
and wage increases in an agree-
ment signed with the Retail Fur
Merchants’ Association here. ...~ :

The victory is only one of many
in the wave of union successes
throughout the San Francisco Bay
area.

Reactionary Editor Ducked. |

SAN DIEGO, Calif.—C. Leon De-
Aryan, editor and publisher of a
reactionary local weekly which |
has Dbitterly attacked . the mari-
time strike, was ducked in the
bay. Although one longshoreman,
Floyd Mallory,  is being held, po-.

a |lice are actually unable to locate

the public-spirited citizens who
gave DeAryan the best bath he,

past |

in a state-|"
ment issued yesterday by . Murray| "

i ¢

L. A, Teamsters Gain

L.OS ANGELES.—A resume of
the current Teamsters’ Union or-
ganization drive revealed this
week that:
1. A check-up on the ridge route
and other highways used by lang-
haul drivers showed 95 per cent
of them union members.

.2, Milk drivers and bakery driv-
ers are rapidly being brought into
the union.

3. Nine hundred new members
signed up during month of No-
vember.

Relief Refused In B. C.

VANCOUVER, B. C.—When re-
lief was refused single transients,
unemployed youths marched to the
business section here and solicited
finds from the street-corners.
Within a week 28 men had been
arrested and held for trial.

The parades and the solicita-
tion  were carriéd. out in an_ or-
ganized manner, .under the direc-

'Protectxve Assocxatlon =

At Work For
Velarde Case

By J. FEEBIS

Next Saturday, December 19, at
the Innes Gardens, 1244 Innes
Street Los Angeles, the Non-
Partisan Labor Defense, Los An-
geles Brauch of the Workers' De-
fense League, will hold a dance

‘for the benefit of the Velarde-

Kspinoza case. Hundreds of friends
of the agricultural workers are
expected to dance to the scintilat-
ing rhythm of a union orchestra.
The Young People’s Socialist
League from all points south of
Santa Barbara will attend in a
body. Part of the proceeds will
be . allocated to the General De-
fense Christmas Fund for class
war prisoners.

In addition to the dance the
Los Angeles defense front is quite
busy. The Velarde-Espinoza case
“is being prenarved for appeal to
‘the TU. S. Supreme Court. A
'pamphlet on the agricultural his-
tory and present situation in Cal-
fornia is practically completed.
Legal defense has been supplied
to the Strike Committee in San
Pedro and regular deliveries of
food are being made to. tha Relief
itchen of the Maritime Federa-
on.

VAGRANCY :

‘One ' of the most significant
cases to be brought to the atten-
ition of the mass of organized
“labor .is the Velarde-Espinoza case.
‘Driving Velarde’s automobile on a
public highway, several months
‘ago, these men were arrested for
‘vyagrancy. They are both officials
‘of the 'Agricultural Workers’ Un-
jon. Both Velarde and Espinoza
are native born Californians. Each
defendant is. out on $500 bail
They are important men in the

|struggle of the agricultural work-

ers and if forced to serve -their

|sentence, the Union would be ser-

iously handicapped. The reaction-
aries of California must be stopped
from using the vagrancy law to
‘arrest’ union organizers. Every
available force must be exerted to
support the Velarde-Espinoza ap-
peal, in publicity and in‘ legal
defense.

PAMPHLET COMING

The pamphlet on the agricultur-
al ‘question in California promises
to be the most excellent one writ-
ten. on this subject. Three or four
attractive photographs will be in-
cluded and the pamphlet is written
in a terse, dramatic, reportorial
style. - It will be circulated nation-
ally and will be an effective in-
strument to focus attention on the

has had in a long time,

bworkers to-build .2 strong Union.

tion of’ the " Smgle Unemployed~

tireless efforts of the agrigultural

"We must war
against war, co-
operate with the

League of
Nations

Convention Of
Student Upion
December 27

Liberal, progressive and radical
students from all over the country
will have their attention focused
on the TUniversity of Chicago
campus this Christmas vacation
when the annual convention of the
American Student TUnion takes
place on December 27th through
30th. Features of the convention
will be discussions of the organiza-
tional problems of the growing
Student Union—in particular the
national campaigns such as that
for the American Youth Act, the
fight against military training, and
the annual Student Strike Against
War.

Over 500 delegates are expected
from ASU chapters, as well as fra-
ternal delegates from co-operatives,

" |'ehurch student groups, school pub- |

Labor Defense‘

lications, and student body coun-
cils. Convention sponsors on the
Chicéago = University campus in-
clude Maynard Krueger, = vice-
president of the AF.of T, and
member of the national executive
committee of the Socialist Party.

SOCIALIST POSITION

Alvaine Hollister, member of the
Student Union’s national executive
committee, and national student
director of the Young Peoplé’s
Socialist League, in. a statement
on the convention said:

“Ag the world moves closer to
the next war, there are many tend-
encies to fall back on such dis-
credited agencies as the League
of Nations, and to put faith in
‘collaboration’ of so-called peaceful
nations. But we are proud of the
student anti-war movement, led
by the American Student Union,
with its fine and vigorous spirit,
and its understanding of the im-
potence of international machin-
ery that puts faith in the ‘peace-
ful’ intentipns of capitalist states,
‘whether fascist or democratic. It
is to the credit of our student
movement that we are wise to
that sort of muddled talking. We
won’t be fooled. We strike against
war in April, and we repeat that
we refuse to support any govern-
ment that will lead us into war,
or any war that our government
may attempt to lead us into.”

Yipsel S.E.C.
Invites Erber
To California

The State Executive Committee
of the Young People’s Socialist
League of California meeting in
full session at Los Angeles on
December 5th and 6th sent greet-
ings to Comrade Erber on his
return from Spain. A request for
Erber to spend a month in Cali-
fornia has been forwarded to the
National Executive Committee of
the YPSL and is included with
the following resoultion:

“The State Executive Committee
of the Young People’s Socialist
League of California sends its
revolutionary greetings to Com-
rade Ernest Erber who has just
returned from embattled Spain.

“Comrade Erber’'s trip to Spain
symbolized the solidarity - of the
Young People’s -Socialist League
with the workers and peasants of
Spain. His return carries with it
the fire and hope of the Spanish
revolution.

“The YPSL of California invites
comrade Erber .to tour the West,
and bring his  fresh message to
young workers here. His tour will
be of the greatest significance and
we urge the National Executive
to allow a month to comrade
Erber to be spent in California.,™

their efforts to date, they main-
{ain that relief budgets are still

By Jonathan Doe ]

Litvinoff Says a Mouthful

Litvinoff says that “only sim-
pletons” would believe that the
Soviet Union, by which, of course,
he means the Stalin bureaucracy,
wants a Communist regime in
Spain. We agree 100 per cent
with that all right, but can’t help
wondering if there may not be
a few honest rank-and-file “sim-
pletons” left in the Communlst
party who would not look upon a’
Communist or Socialist Spain as
the worst disaster since the Johns-
town flood, the San ; Francisco
earthquake, or the sinking of the
Titanic.

Since -the communo-demacratic
peoples’ ' Front cannot raise such
slogans ‘as “All Power to the
Workers,” “Land to Those Who
Till It,” etc., we wish to suggest
a substitute. “Capitalist democ-
racy, too, will keep the train§ run-
ning on: time.” That should take
the wind out of the sails of the
Mussolinis and- Hitlers:

Hi Buddy!

Advertisement of the shipowners
in San*Francisco newspapers:

“Come on boys, let’s settle this
thing. Let’s negotiate—and arbi-
trate. That’s the good, clean
American way . . . Let”s have a
Merry Christmas.”

We used to work in an advertis-
ing agency ourselves and can
write circles around that. Watch
us!

Come on ol pal, ol’ pal, o’ pal
o’ mine! Atta boy, ol’ boy, ol
boy. Set ’em up, Joe. Naw, this
‘uns 6n me. Now ol’ palsy-walsy,
ain’t I your friend? Bes fren a
workingman ever had. Why, Joe,
ain’t I hish fren? Shure, shet ’em
up agin Joe. Shipowners are a
man’s bes frend. Fren o’ the peo-
ple, Joe. Fren of the publix.
Santa Claus. Thaz what we are,
Joe, Shanty Claus. Good, clean

American citizen, negoshiate, ar-
bishtrate, Shanty Clauses. Now
pal, o’ pal, lesh get down to busi-
ness, o’ pal. Shanty Claus don’t
want the nashty ol” hiring hall,
do he ol pal. You wouldn’t make
your ol' fren, ol’ Shanty, go fur
that, would . you ol’ boy? -Lesh
get together. Lesh throw the
nashty ol’ hiring hall out the
winder, ol’ pal o’ mine. Shet ’em
up, agin, Joe.
* * *

Little Red Stalin Hood

“ Right in the middle of the
Spanish crisis,” declares an As-
sociated Press dispatch from Mos-
cow, “the bolshevists have begun
to worry about fairy tales.” It
seems that M. Bulatoff, Soviet
author, faces 'liquidation because
his adaptation of “Little Red Rid-
ing Hood” and “Puss in Boots”
uses language “like that in a pro-
tocol.” Well, why not? Recent
Communist Party protocols are
the best damn fairy tales we've
ever read. Stalin-in-Boots can
back Puss-in-Boots right up against
the ropes over in little Jackie
Horner”s corner any time he feels
like it. '

* * *
Wally Ho!

This is the first and last time
this column is going to take wup
the subject of Wally Simpson.
What with that gal plastéred all
over the front page of every paper
and the news from .Spain cut to
a few lines and “featured” on
Page 22 with the classified ads
and vital statistics, we're sorely
tempted to go out and get plaster-
ed ourselves. Before we do, how-
ever, we’ll risk one comment.
Upton Sinclair, keynote speaker
at the recent San Francisco Writ-
ers’ Congress, hails Mrs. Simp-
son’s and the King’s “democratic
attitude.” Heres a couple of new
recruits for the People’s Front—
Wally and just plain folksy David

Merry  Christmas,  upstandish,

Windsor,

Northwest Labor Notes

The Federal Section of 544 with
the support of the CLU scored a
victory in its struggle for supple-
mental relief this week when the
Minneapolis Board of Welfare
voted to grant supplemental coal
{fo relief clientsr and budget in-
¢reases for single men from 40c
o 60c per day, and a 10 per cent
increase on the grocery budgets

r direct relief-clients. The: Fods
bral ‘Section declares that while
hey are pleased at the result of

below a decent standard of living.

Farrell Dobbs, of General Driv-
ers’ Union, Local 544, will repre-
sent that organization in a newly-
formed committee composed of the
business agenfs of all Minneapolis
and St. Paul trade unions. The
purpose of the organization will
be to make uniform Twin City
wage scales and working condi-
tions in the various industries of
this area.

The setting up of this commit-
tee is definitely a progressive step
and the- move is hailed by the pro-
gressive forces in the local trade-
union movement, which had long
felt the meed for just such a co-
ordinating force as the Twin City
‘Joint Action Committee of Organ-
ized Labor promises to become.

Cleaners and Dyers Win

Local 183, the Cleaners and
Laundry Workers’ Union, has com-
pleted signing up all the laundry
and cleaning plants in the city.
Of 75 plants in the city, 30 are
strictly closed shops. This latest
agreement signed between the un-
ion and the bosses gives the union
a splendid opportunity to consoli-
date its gains and goon to even
greater gains for the workers, It
provides a mark for every other
laundry workers union to aim at.

Rates of pay fall under two
classifications. For the dry clean-
ers the minimum  wage is 33%¢c
for seamstiresses with. a sliding
scale to 93%ec per hour for a first-
class silk spotter. Hours are set
at 40 per week with time and a
half for overtime. Seniority rights
are also included, of course. For
laundry workers the minimum
wage is 30c per hour with a slid-
ing scale to 60c, with time and a
half for overtime, and seniority
rights included.

Convention of Unemployed
Over 200 delegates representing
several thousand unemployed and
WPA workers of Minnesota, will
assemble in St. Paul December 12
and 13 in the State Office Build-
ing where will be held the first
convention of the Minnesota locals
of the Workers’ Alliance of
America. The purpose of the con-
vention will be the consolidation
of the WPA locals and unification
with other unemployed and WPA
workers’ organizations which rec-
ently affiliated with the national
Workers’ Alliance. With all the
independent locals affiliated with
the Workers’ Alliance of America,
the unemployed movement of Min-
nesota will continue more effect-
ively its struggle for a measure
of security and a decent. standard
‘of living for the unemployed.
Among the delegations attending
will be the Federal Workers Sec-
tion of the General Drivers’ Un-

Minneapoli

ployed and WPA workers’ organ-
ization in the state, concentrated
in industrial Hennepjn County, the
Citizens Protective Union of St.
Paul, the Minnesota Workers’ Al-
liance, the Minnesota Labor Al
liace and the Anoka County Coun-
cil of Labor.

Store Drlvers
Now In 54.4

MINNEAPOLIS.—For - the . first
time in the history of the local
labor movement the Minneapolis
department store drivers are
unionized. Events have proved
that where the drivers are organ-
ized the other workers soon fol-
low their example, consequently,
we may confidently expect that
the slogan of the militant Drivers
Union; 544, “Make Minneapolis a
Union Town,” will be soon real-
ized. )

Powers Mercantile, Young Quin-
lan, John W. Thomas Co., Donald-
sons, The Leader, Inc., and the
Dayton Co. are the parties to the
contract with the union. The labor
movement is especially gratified
at having the last named company
signed up. The Dayton Co. has
long been a pillar of the Citizens
Alliance, the local labor hating
and labor fighting organization.
Dayton’s alone has given thou-
sands of dollars to that organiza
tion, and backed it up by all other
possible support.

- LABOR HATERS BEATEN

This company so hated and
feared labor unions that it paid
their drivers more than the union
gcale, gave the men vacations
with pay each year, furnished the
men with a summer and  winter
uniform, lent them money at low
rates of interest through the com-
pany credit union, and in general
made the working conditions of
the men very good. .Despite all
this the men saw in unionization
their only means to conserve these
conditions. Therefore they joined
544 which saw to it that. the
same conditions which vprevailed
are written into the contract.

250 workers are affected by the
contract, which provides for a 50c
minimum wage with a sliding
scale up to 65c¢ per hour for cer-
tain classifications .of workers.
Seniority rights are included, the
48 hour week and time and a half
for overtime. Drivers, helpers,
weighers, checkers, sorters, -plat-
form men, in fact nearly all work-
the ranks of Local 544.

Prefer War to Pagan Peace

Lady Astor, well-known pacifist
of the ruling-class variety, forgot

declare she would take up arms
in the defense of Christianity. She
would prefer war “rather than see
paganism or autocracy in Europe
crush Christianity.”

Lady Astor also stated, as she
sailed for home on the Queen
Mary, that she could get more

fon, Local 544, the largest unem-

place of the American press.

her love of peace long enough to v

real news by reading the Bible in




