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Unrest In |

Auto City

Increases

Workers Ripe for Organ-
ization in This Key |

Industry ‘

|

NEW UNION GROWS|
|

By LOUIS FRANCIS BUDENZ

Detrait, Mich.—Automobile work.
ers in this great industrial area are
ripe for organization. Unrest Is
increasing among the prmluvﬂnn‘
workers as a result of the partial |
success of the Mechanics l“.du('sri
tional Society In the recent general |
strike of tool and die makers. An-|
pnouncement of the wage rates on
C.W.A. work has added fuel to the |
flames. The minimum for such |
workers is 50 cents per hour for |
unskilled labor, in contrast to the|
3 cents per hour for production |
workers under the NRA automu-‘
bile code. ‘
Almost overnight the Mechsnlcsw
Educational Society rose trom al
small and recently formed group‘
to a union with a membership of |
17,000, Its strike was conducte al
militantly, Mass picket lines were |
maintained before the shops af-|
fected. The wives and daughters of |
the strikers joined the picketing,
and have now formed an auxiliary |
of the organization. Shop attcrl‘
shop was settled until the MES. |
had some substantial grip on the
tool and die industry. |

Briggs Strikers
Join New Union |

The union is new, and is still in |
an embryonic condition. Orlxlnallyf
it was based on strictly craft lines.
In the adoption of its new constitu- |
tion and by-laws, provision is being
made for a production workers' de-|
partment, thus bringing automobile |
workers of this type Intc the or-|
ganization, As a nucleus for this|
department, the M.E.S. has taken |
steps to secure the affiliation of the
group of former Briggs strikers,
who were known for a time as the
American Industrial Assoclation.
In the view of Matthew Smith, gen- .
eral sceretary, Jay J. Griffen, or-
ganizer, and other active members
of the M.E.S., the organizatoin must
transfer itselt from a craft to an
industrial basis. This is rendered
easier at the present time by the|
prestige which it enjoys in the De-
troit area.

The Briggs strikers, who are now
seeking affillation with the M.E.S,,
walked out of the three Briggs
shops in January of this year. The
Communist-controlled Auto Work-
ers Industrial Union took the lead-
ership of this strike, but lost it.
The strikers fell into the hands of
three outside professional organ-
izers, who incorporated the Ameri-
can Industrial Association, with
themselves in sole control. They
destroyed the spirit of the strike.
But the consclousness of organiza-
tion was strong, and the members
of the A.LA. have not only con-
tinued their group but have now
rid themselves of their “incorpora-
tors.” With James Kay as secre-
tary, they have now formed the
Auto Workers Rellef and Educa-
tion Committee, to begin anew the
wark of agitation in the big pro-
duction factories.

100,000 Workers
Still Unorganized

There are 40 major plants in this
basic industry in the immediate
Detroit area, with over 100,000
workers still unorganized. The
American Federation of Labor is
making efforts to get them under
its banner. Willlam Collins, former
A. F. of L. representative in upper
New York state, is in charge of the
campaign. Under the slogans of the

NRA, the A. . of L. has succeeded
in securing some 10,000 member-

(Continued on Page 2)

West Va. l/nvmplmmi League

Charleston, W. Va.—With the
rattle-snake flag of the early Amer
| ican revolutionists unfurled, 2,000
members of the West Virginia Un

lllll)]n}ld League marched to the
.smm Capitol in this city on Dec. 9
and demanded action of the speclal

Isnsﬁlnn of the legislature.

A weekly payment of $13.60 for

| all persons on direct relief, instead

of the present $1.20 and $1.80 per
| week was one of the chief demands |

| of the marchers. Establishment of

a rate of 45 cents per hour for un-

| skilled labor on relief work and
sl 10 per hour for skilled labor,
| with the 30 hour week, was an
| other.

The marchers carried banners,

bearing the inscriptions:

“Down with capitalism—we
demand action,” “We have
starved as Republicans, we
have starved as Democrats—
let's try something else,” “Tax
the parasites.”

The men, women, and children
entered the Capitol Building and
ihl()(!(l under the golden dome while

Walter A, Seacrist, president of the
state league, conferred with Wil.
liam N. Beehler, Deputy Federal

Leads March On State House

Administrator. Beehler admitted
that he had worked in relief in 13
tates and that of these West Vir-
ginia was the worst so far as relief
goes. He political
set up in West Virginia. Governor

denounced the

Kump was conveniently “out of
town” for the demonstration.

The march was a climax to a
stirring week in cCharleston. A
mass committee of 500 called on
Beehler two days before the dem-
onstration. He “passed the buck”
to the county board. Thereupon,
3,00Q unemployed league members

marched to the court house to meet
the board, forcing a conference be-
tween that body and Beehler

The league is spreading rapidly
through the state, the organization
in Huntington extending the work
into the south. Arnold Johnson,
Secretary of the National Unem-
League, came here to co-
operate in the demonstration and

ployed

| was a chief speaker at the over-

flow mass meeting at the Court
House which followed the march
to the Capitol. Other speakers in-
| cluded John Wesley, Joe Stockton,
Ed Snyder, and Fred West, Sr.
Plans were laid for further vigor-
ous action in regard to relief.

A I* W. Grows
In Numbers
And Militancy

NEW YORK — The last two
months have seen nearly 3,000

| new members enrolled In sue Amal

gamated Food Workers Union. Bak-
ers, Butchers and Hotel and Rest-
aurant Workers have responded to

| the membership drive, because it
has been made on the basis of &
{ fight for better conditions. The

sane handling of the NRA by CPLA
speakers at mass-meetings and in
Free Voice, the union paper, edited
by Herman Gund, a member of our
Naticnal Executive Committee, has |
| helped considerably. The AFW|
has avoided dogmatism and sectar-
fanism, and has taught the workers |
that NRA or no NRA, only a strong, |
fighting union can protect their 1n-|
| terests. |

The Hotel and Restaurant Branch |
has taken tremendous slridas.'
which include the opening of‘
a Brooklyn section. Progressive |

speakers have addressed omhus"{phonlug, the relief checks arrived, |he continued.

| astic mass-meetings and a real at-

Demonstrates

How “

WeShall
Not Be Moved”

THE PLAINS, 0.—Keeping the
office force in the relief office vir-
| tual prisoners for several hours,

the Unemployed League here forced
an end to the abuse of “holding
over” relie? payments.

For some time attempts have
been made by relief authorities to
postpone payments of reliet for
several days. When, on December
2, the authorities annonced that the
relief would not be available for
two days, the unemployed league
members marched in a body to the

relief office. They refused to let the |

office force leave until payment was
made.

police, but the league members an-
nounced that they would “wait
with the office force until the
checks came in, if it takes two
days.” The police were non- plunsed
and so were the “prisoners.”

After several hours hurried tele-

at 6 in

the evening. The unem- |

Lore To Write Foreign
News For lulmr Action

Ludwig Lore, former editor of

the Volkszeitung, will in the
future conduct the “Foreign
Notes” column for Labor Action.
Comrade Lore, a fighter in the
ranks of the workers since
youth, is one of the best in-
formed men in America on the

International Labor movement

Turn Coats
OustAllard
From PMA

Former Editor Progressive
Miner, Suspended by Re-
actionary Officials

THIRD VICTIM TO GO

GILLESPIE, ILL.—Gerry Allard,
left wing mine leader and member
of the CPLA, was suspended from
membership in the new Illinois
miners union for six months by
the reactionary machine. Allard
was also ordered to cease publish-
ing the “Fighting Miner.”

Allard is the third victim to be
excluded from the ranks of the
Progressive Miners Union because
f his militant opposition to the
capitulatory role of the Pearcy-
Keck machine of the P. M. af

Specifically, Allard was charged
with being } 1], detrimentail to
the P. M. of A. by literature and
“insubordination.” Joes Angelo and
George Voyzey, other left-
wing miners, had been previously
expelled.

The real motive to suspend Al-
lard was to carry out the agree-
ment made by the P. M. of A. offi-
cials with government and coal
officials who had demanded the
weeding out of radicals.

“Don’t mourn for me,”

two

Allard ad-

dressed the Illinois rank and file |
“mourn for yourselves. You |

miners,
have the power to change the poli-
cies of the mnew misleaders. You

| still have the power to win your
Relief authorities called upon the |

fight against Lewis and the coal
operators and to regain the jobs

|of the 13,000 striking Progressive

diggers who have weathered hell

1for a real cause.”

“Through your local unions the
| rank and file can eradicate the evils
| now destroying the P. M. of A."
“Take the situation
in your own hands. Open you reyes

tempt is being made to teach the| | ployed members, led by Ed Michael, {and see what is happening in your
many new members the meaning sang “We shall not be moved, » | union. Clean out Pearcy and his |
of uniontsm. Efforts by a few back-| .4 t01d the office force that they |machine and institute real leaders

ward elements to foster craft dlvl-i
gsions have failed. The memberlhlp‘
as a whole stand four square for
industrial unionism.

In support of the Branch, CPLA-
ers have contacted a number of
girls working in Macy's enormous
restaurant. Quite a few are ready
to sign up but the post-Christmas
mass lay-off will unfortunately find
most of them outside Macy's. Dec.
6, some CPLAers gave out Union
leaflets in the Macy locker-room |
and succeeded in evading the spe-
cial policemen who tried to arrest
them.

Butchers’ Local 454 in Paterson
and Vicinity has lined up 23 new,
shops and have flve out on strike. |
At the last meeting those worklnzl
pledged a dollar a week to the |
strike fund, and a special collec-|
tion of $13 was taken for the same
purpose.

Those who think the NRA gives
the right to organize are invited |
to observe the fight of Bakers Lo
cal 1 against an injunction applied
tor by Kooper and Miller. This
firm charges only one thing; that
the strike of thelr workers for
union recognition hurts business.

The Factory Workers Branch,
which now has over £00 members,
has delivered an ultimatum to
Cushman’s that the old gzag of fir
ing union men by transferring work

(Continued on Page 2)
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Out The Decision of

The Pittsburg Convention;
End l’Ovcl'lv and Misery

Why The New Parly

(From th

report of the N

Committee

adopted by convention)

The task of a labor movement in
a revolutionary one. Capitalism is no longer
real improvement in the standard of
obstacle to the well-being of the
midst of plenty. It must
can make use, for the common good, of modern technology, may
begin to function in its stead.

the present period is clearly
in a position to make
It becomes a positive
It brings want in the very

living.
masses

De rew

ved in order that a system which

The revolutionary struggle of the masses against the capitalist
system which more and more depresses their standard of living,
takes various forms. The pr form is the economic struggles
of the worker and farmer ggle is, however, Inspired, co-

ordinated, carried to its goal of
political party.
Nationally and internati

taking power, by the revolutionary
nally, there are two parties which in
ip of the working class, the Social-
ist and the Communist. Neither has established, or can estabiish
its claim to revolutionary leadership in the United States

So far as the S. P. is concerned, in all the decades of its exist-
save for a brief period before and during the
War, been followed and trusted by the militant elements among the
workers. Its adherence to pure and simple parliamentarianism, its
utter failure to see economic and political life in terms of an actual
class struggle for power, its flirting with liberal ¢lements and ten-
dencies, its toleration of and often alliance with reactionary forces
in the A. F. of L., its failure to battle vigorousiy against racketeer-
ing and allied evils in the unions, render it unfit for working class
leadership in the present momentous crisis.

The events of 1914, 1918 and of the years since the War have
demonstrated beyond doubt that Social Democratic, Socialist, Labor
(or Farmer-Labor) parties, the parties of the Second Internmational
are not revolutionary. Parties like the British Labor Party and the

(Continued on Page 2)

Militant UCL. Martin Ryan
Local Fought Framed by
By Cops, S.P. Coal Barens

PITTSBURGH, PA. — Twenty
members of the East Liberty Local
of the Unemployed Citizens League, UNIONTOWN, PA.—Martin Ry-
cooperating with the CPLA, were an, militant leader of the western
arrested here on December 9, while | Pennsylvania miners, was convict-
stopping a constable sale. ed a prejudiced

The jobless workers were inside | court on a frame-up charge grow-
the house, when the constable and
six policemen appeared and put
them under arrest. The police have
| been unable to place any charge

the past have claisned the leadersh

ence, it has never,

(Special To Ladbor Action)

December 8, by

that took place during the Novem-
ber 7 political elections.

was accused of having been a pick-
et in the packing house strike.

l E. R. McKinney charges that the
| police action is a deliberate attempt
‘m harrass this local, which has
carried on continuous militant ac-
]mmes in contrast to the servile

third defendant,
face a jail sentence of not less than |

than $100. Defense attorneys lmt-
ed they would demand a new trial.

Organize and Agitate For
The New American

Revolution

AWP BRANCHES

By KARL LORE

FORM

Out of a CPLA convention in
the heart of American

me the American

Pittsburgh,

Workers Party
The 150 delegates all came from

the battle line. The West Virginia
jelegation had to leave early to get
back in time for the state hunger

rch of the West Virginia Unem-
ployed League The group from
lumbus, O., rolled up in the car
f the eviction committee of the
hio Unemployed League. The New
k delegation was composed
largely of members of important
ons. Gerry Aliard, leader of the
x'zmrg in the Illinols Miners’
Union and editor of the “Fighting
). * Elmer Cope and Ernest Mc-
Kinney active in the steel strikes
and among the unemployed of
Western Peunsylvarvia; J. B. &
Hardman, editor of the “Advance,”
organ of the Amalgamated Cloth-
ing Workers; and Louis F. Budens
fresh from an organizing campaign
among the Detroit automobile
workers were active figures at the

iiner,

| convention.

The question of political action
was the major one before the con-
vention. Speaker after speaker

| proved conclusively that the actual

ing out of an alleged altercation |

|

George Bakulich, a close associ-|
ate of Ryan, was also convicted. A |

Nick Dominick, !\cntion voted to live up to its re
was acquitted. Ryan and Bakulich | | sponsibility and to follow the logie-

situation among the workers made
the. formation of a real, native
boru revolutionary party an abso-
lute necessity. The American work-
er was shown to be moving defi-
nitely toward political action of a
revolutionary character. The con-

The iemper and spirit of the
convention was strikingly shown
when a resolution was passed
with great applause, emphasiz-
ing that Fascism was not an in-
evitable development and that it
was the job of the new party to
‘crush all its manifestations in
whatever form they might
rise.”

lal course of development of the

three months and a fine of not less | | CPLA by organizing a provisional

committee for the American Work-
ers Party, by voting to hold a for-

The case grew out of a fight be | mal organizing convention not lat-

‘with vision and courage. The fight
o A ‘wm continue. I shall be as ever
in the front ranks of the struggle.”

TO KEEP IT HIDDEN | In answer to the demand that
|he cease publishing the “Fighting
BALTIMORE — Maryland does | Miner” Allard said: “The Fight-
not want the rest of the world to[lng Miner will continue publica-
enjoy its lynchings. The movie | tion. It will contiaue its fearless
censor board of the “free state” |expose of all shades of fakers and

were now ‘‘released.”

| attitude of the locals controlled by
the Socialist Party. The East Lib-|
erty local has peen attacked by
both the Socialists and the police |
because of its vigorous activities,

16 FREEZE TO DEATH |

NEW YORK -~ Sixteen unem-

tween Malloy, a Frick Coal Com- 'tr than July 4, 1934 and by reorgan-
pany foreman, and Ryan in an elec- | izing the machinery and structure
| tion place at Grindstone twelve |of the CPLA so that immediate or-
| miles from here. Malloy had chal- lwmzauon of branches of the new
| lenged several anti-Frick voters. To | party could be carried on. The
wlu the job Malloy had a written |CPLA will continue its existence
as the sponsoring organization for
the AWP until the organizing con-

| document which according to Ryan
| was 1illegal. Ryan demanded that

has ordered newsreel concerns to
| rate the poltiical funeral of all re-
| ings and riots. Cameramen were | actionarfes in the mining indstry.”
Allard has appealed his case to|

stay away from scenes of lynch-

treated badly in the recent Prin-
cess Anne riots,

opportunists. It will live to celeb-

the District Trial Bua=d

ployed workers have been report-
ed frozen to death since the be-
ginning of what is forecast tosbe
New York’s most sereve winter in
many years.

polling place. When Malloy refused
Ryan proceeded to forcibly tear
the paper up. According to defense
| witnesses no blows were struck. No
evidence was introdaced to prove

BUILD LABOR ACTION!

AT a convention in Pittsburgh on December 2 and
3, the Conference for Progressive Labor Action
| took a step that we must immediately translate into

action.

That convention made American Labor history. By
| its decision to organize a new revolutionary party
to be known as the American Workers Party, it
served notice that a real movement had arisen to
| challenge the forces of capitalism, to beat down the
attacks of Fascist reaction and to bufld a Workers
and Farmers Commonwealth in the United States.

That convention decided that Labor Action was
to be bullt into an instrument of organization and
education that would rally the masses of America
into a clear and determined movement for the over-
throw of the viclous system of exploitation and

misery that we live under today.

The thing that had to be dopo—has been done.

-

dertaken—must

to you?

SLAVERY!

The Job is up to us all. The workers in the Unfons |
and in the Unemployed Leagues, in the shop, mine |
and mill must put their shoulders to the wheel, The |
intellectuals, white collar and professional workers |
cannot lag behind.

WE NEED ACTION—LABOR ACTION—NOW!!

This is not the time for shirkers or for those who | fight to retaln a checkwalghman at
are faint of heart. This task-—the greatest ever un-

WORKERS OF AMERICA . . .
enough and farsighted enough to answer the chal
lenge that the American Workers Party throws out
BUILD LABOR ACTION, THE FIGHTING
PAPER OF THE WORKERs. JOIN THE AMERI-
CAN WORKERS PARTY AND STRIKE A BLOW
AT STARVATION,

that Ryan had done physical harm.

Judge, "Tool of
The Frick Interests”

The trial had previously been
set for December 11 by the county
| prosecutor. Judge Henderson, who
| Ryan called “a tool of the Frick
| interests,” ordered Ryan to appear
for trial on December 6, at a time
when Ryan was in the midst of a

| Colonlal mine number 4.

Ryan, who is a checkwelighman
at the mine, refused to heed the
arrest orders of industrial police
when they attempted to serve pa-
pers on him the morning of De
cember 6. “I am not Interested,”
Ryan resolutely answered. Later,
however, he was brought in by the
Sherift forces of Fayette county.

and shall be carried out.
Are you strong

POVERTY AND INDUSTRIAL

| the document be taken out of the|vention takes place at which time

CPLA will dissolve as an organ-
ization.

The American Workers Party
will be frankly revolutionary in
purpose and will be composed of &
disciplined membership of active
workers., Membership is open to
any worker without distinction
ot color, race or sex in indus
try or on the farm working for
hire and not deriving his or her
income from the proceeds of ex-
ploited labor. Persons engaged In
the professions or services come
under the scope of this definition.

The AWP plans to make use of
campaigns and elections as but one
means of bringing the masses of
people into motion. It will include
support of and active participation
in strikes, demonstrations and
other mass movements, and the o™
ganization of all means avallable
to win mass support and gain pow-
er for the workers,

In its mass work, according to

the National Committee report as
(Continued on Page 2)
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Unrest In

|

Auto City Record of Heroic

Increases

Auto Workers Union Fails
to Gain Workers’ Support;

Strikes Imminent

(Continued from Page 1)
ships throughout the auto plants. |
When Willlam Green spoke in the
Naval Armory in November, how-
ever, a comparatively few auto
workers turned out to hear him.

The Auto Workers Industrial
Union and the Industrial Workers
of the World have also been busy
in this section. The former has
taken the leadership of several
vigorous strikes, but has been un-|
able to hold the workers. It has a |
possible scattering membership of |
6,000 in the district. The Murray |
body strike was LW.W.led. It re-|
sulted in temporary defeat, and |
slowed up tae progress of that
group among the auto workers.

In upper Michigan—Lansing, Bay
City and Pontiac—active members |
of the Socialist Party have formed
the Chamber of Labor, a combina-
tion of employed and unemployed
workers. It is frankly anti-A. F. of
L. and is largely at present a pro-
paganda organization. It has made
no moves for the unemployed, who
are severely exploited by the rellei
asuthorities in Michigan, but has de-
manded recognition as a union
from the Yellow Cab Co. and other
compauies.

W hy the AWP

(Continued from Page 1)
German Social-Democratic, flourish
during the period when capitalism
can still make concessions in the
form of wages, social services, etc.,
to the masses, and they help the
workers to get such concessions.
When capitalism itself was threat-
ened, they took the pesition that
at least “for the time being the
national unrest” required that all
classes sink their differences, make
“mutual sacrifices,” keep the busi-
ness system going! . . . |

The Communist Party, despmi
the many struggles which it has |
carried on in its decade and a half |
of existence, despite the fact that |
it started out with tens of thous-|
ands of the most militant former |
Socialists in its ranks, despite the |
prestige which it had because of |
its connection with the USSR, |
has so far failed to establish its
title to leadership of the American |
working-clase. It has never in fact |
been regarded by American work-
ers as a part of their own exist-|
ence. The CPUSA was born pri-|
marily as a result of the Bolshevik
Revolution in Russia in 1917 and|
the repercussions of that revolu-|
tion in certain circles in the United |
States, mainly foreign-born, rather |

|
|
|
|

P. M. of A. Women Issue

By TOM TIPPETT

rPHE coal miners’ women in Illi-

nois have beei making history |

during the past two years, since
their men broke away from John
L. Lewis' union and started the
dual Progressive Miners ¢! Amer
ica Much of their activity was
unknown outside the coal zone, and
that is unfortunate, for what they
did made perhaps the most inspir-
ing news to labor in the depression
| years. Now the story appears in |

| printed form in the First Annual

Report of the Women's Auxiliary
to the new union, made to the sec-
ond convention of the women in
Springfleld a week or so ago.

But it isn't like a convention re-
port at all, It is a pamphlet, clev-
erly illustrated and written as dra-
matically and is as moving as the
actual drama itself was. The re-
port is dedicated to the twelve men
and one woman who lost their lives
fighting to establish the new min.
ers’ union. On the first page the
thirteen martyred dead are named,
in a square set off in black. Follow-
ing that is the history of the Wom-
en's Auxiliary. And what a story
it is! There are 20,000 women of
the mines in the auxiliary. Each
of them wears a class uniform, all
of them participated in the auxili-
ary’s work, setting up strikers’
soup kitchens, making quilts to raf-
fle for relief, producing labor plays,
singing labor songs, conducting la-
bor educational classes—but these
women did not stop there.

They were on all the picket lines
shivering lu the dawn at the mine
tipples, marching from one county
to another in unemployment and
strike demonstrations. Ten thous-
and of them went to the state capi-
tol to demonstrate before the gov-
ernor for civil rights in the coal
~amps. The women were clubbed,
tear-gassed, Insulted by thugs,
thrown into jail and murdered by
the forces opposing them in I
nois. And with it all they contin-
ued to march throughout the state
singing as they went:

“1t |s we who plowed the
prairies, built the citles
where they trade.

Dug the mines and built the
workshops, endless mlles
of railroad laid;

Now we stand outcast and
starving, mid the wonders
we have made,

the Union
strong!”

The published report catches all
‘he spirit and beauty of that march-
ng, fighting, singing band of mili
ant women, and because it does it
‘s bound to become one of the most
mportant labor pamphlets to come
yut of the depression struggles.

Agnes Burns Wieck headed the
wixiliary in its first year. The re
yort covers her administration and
is signed by herself and her entire
executive family And thereby

But makes us

Fight

»—

|
1

Agnes Burns Wieck

ter of the mines, born and brought
up in an Illinois coal camp. She
left the coal field for college and
several years organizing work for
the American Federation of Labor.
Returning to coal in Illinois she
married Edward Wieck, a miner
but also an intellectual and a radl-
cal. She had a son apd settled
down to the everyday business of
bringing up a family. As her boy
grew she wrote for the labor press,
she took to the fleld on the soap
box now and then and she kept in-
formed. When the auxiliary was
organized her great opportunity
came. How well she handled it is
told in her report.

In INMinois thousands and thous-
ands of mine folk love her and
revere her name in the same man-
ner as they worship the memory
of old Mother Jones. She is much
like the older woman except she
is better informed. She is still
young, very attractive, very wise
and as fearless as they come.

I sald she was loved in Illinois.
She is, but she is hated too. Not
only by the coal operators, the old
union and the state forces whom
she was fighting, but also by the
official family of the men's new
unfon which her auxiliary served
so well. And that's the tragedy of
the new union in Illinois. The re-
port under discussion will show to
all who read it how unfortunate it
| was for the miners that the men's
organization was not blessed with
a leadership which understood the
social forces against which it was
fighting, as well as the head of the
| women's auxiliary did.

1 And if there is still a debate con-
cerning the contribution to social
progress of women and men, then
| this report from Illinois ought to
| perk the women up. Every woman

—and man—in the labor movement
i‘mould get a copy of Agnes Burns
| Wieck’s report and read it. Then
|it they commence to doubt, com-

than as a result of factors in the | hangs a tale. Without Agnes Burns | mence to wonder what can be done
American scene itself. Throughout| Wieck the auxiliary could not pos.;ln these times with the American

its existence, the Party has thought |
and felt in terms of Russian and
European rather than American |
working<class experience. There |
are no indications that it can over.
come this handicap in the critical
period before us. Furthermore,
it carries the handicap of having
allenated lurge sections of the
wn:king-class by its sectarian and
disruptive activities in the unions
and other mass organizations, and
has no given any evidence in re-l
cent months of having overcome |
its sectarian approach

A new situation confronts lhe‘
American workers and farmers, |

Japitalism, whose life force is pri-|
vate profit, has reached the zenith |
of its power. All over the world It!
is becoming Increasingly evident
that a social order based upon ex-|
ploitation cannot much longer con- |
tinue; that modern technoiogical |
developments cannot possibly be |
utilized under a privhte profit |
economy.

Here in America, the stronghold |
of the profit system, millions of |
workers are without jobs, farmers
are bankrupt, and misery stalks
the land. Despite the desperate ef-
forts of the Roosevelt administra-
tion to save the bankers and big
business, the crisis deepens. The |
standard of living of the workers
and farmers of the United States |
is being inexhorably driven down. |
Fascism, the last desperate attempt |
of the profit system to save itself,
may be resorted to here as iIn the
countries of Europe.

To meet thiz critical situation a
new approach is required, a new
party must be built, a party which
will rally the support of the work-
ers and farmers of the United
States.

sibly have accomplished what it
did. And if she never does another
thing for labor she has justified her
existence by the marvelous record
of the past year.

Agnes Burns Wieck is a daugh-

| working class, they can take it out

| and read it again.

The pamphlet reviewed above

| sells for 10 cents and can be se-
cured from Labor Action book ser-

| vice,

Industrial Progress

Seen In Workers’

State; As World Capitalism Decays

MOSCOW-—~While unemployment,
tactory shut-downs, starvation and
misery run rampant in all the capi-
alist countries, industry sweeps
orward in the !and of the Soviets.
(ransportation, heavy industry,
ollective farms are all hitting new
ighs in industrial achlevement.

The outmoded transportation sys
em of Czarist Russia has been
ransformed under the workers’
tate into a highly eflicient net-
vork reaching into the remotest
orners of Siberia. The most seri-
yus laggard in the ranks of Soviet
ndustry has set a new record for
arloadings on November 13 at 59,
140, compared to a plan of 60,358,

Cooperation between farmers and
allroad workers has
uch provinces as the Ukraine and
he Donbas in keeping up the
ransportation work at such a high

rate during the winter. The col-|

ective farmers help clear the
racks, and do other important jobs,
In return, raiflrond workers are
wssisting farmers in repalring ma-
‘hinery and assuring normal de-
liveries of goods assigned to the
villages.

All industries issue calls for vol-
untary labor. In the North Cau-
casus & call brought out 20,000 to
work voluntarily on a rallroad.

Donbas and North Caucasus min-

helped in|

ers, the Magunitogorsk and Kuzne-
tak steel workers vie with the
transportation workers for produe-
tion honors, having exceeded their
plans,

Provinces like the Ukraine, Cen-
tral Black Earth and the Lower
Volga, which lagged in their agri-
cultural campaigns in the last few
years, are fairly advanced with
theélr sowing this year, after one
of the best harvests in their his-
tory.

-

LABOR ACTIONISTS
ACQUTTED IN N. C.

HIGH POINT (Special)—The
state of North Carolina has dropped
the case against the last of the

was handed down after the attor
ney representing the Conference

the American Civil Liberties Union
exposed the attempted frame-up.
Among those arrested were Labor
Actionists Larry Hogan, W, E
Presswood, President of the North
Carolina Unemployed League, Bea-
lah Carter, Secretary of the League,
Hazel Dawson, and I. M. Ritchie.

Steel Boss

Weirton Co. Bans Union‘
Election; NRA Board
ineffective

Pittsburgh, Pa.—Company uuinn}
“officially installed” by:‘
the Weirton Steel Company in its|
West Virginia and Ohio plants on
Dec. 8, bringing out into the openj
labor charges that the National|
Labor Board is in reality a union-

Ism was

smashing device,

Announcement by Ernest T.
Weir, president of the company,
that the company union would be
the only organization in the Clarks-
burg, Weirton and Steubenville
plants tears into pieces the agree-
ment made with-the national board
and the Amalgamated Assoclation
of Iron, Steel and Tin Workers in
October. Under that agreement
elections were to be held as to the
form of unionism in the plants.

Fourteen thousand Weirton com-
pany workers walked out in Sep-
tember. Despite caution on the
part of the A.F. of L. union officlals
the strikers carried on a vigorous
fight, which led to arrests and
clashes with the police forces.
Then. under agreement between
the officials of the union, Senator
Wagner of the National Board and
the company, the men were sent
back to work. The promise of a
free choice of unionism was held
out to them as the comdition for
their return.

The National Labor Board has
threatened an injunction against
the company, but President “Shoot
a Few” Weir states that such a re-
straining order will not deter him
or his concern. In the meantime,
the 14,000 strikers find themselves
“double-crossed” in their demand
for a union of their own choosing.

AFW G;(;ws In Numbers
and Militancy

(Continued from Page 1)
from one plant to another will no
longer work. Next time the firm
tries it, the Branch has decided, all
Cushman pl'ants will be pulled out
on strike.

Cushman shop meetings are now
being held to ratify shop demands
which call for an immediate in-
crease of 20 per cent, time and a
third for overtime, and recognition
of the shop committee.

Bakers Local 3 believes in the
united front and tries to practice
it. When Local 138 of the A.F. of
L. Teamsters and Drivers organ-
ized a few dozen drivers at Duggan
Bros. and called them on strike
without notifying Local 3, the lat-
ter responded by pulling out 225 or-
ganized bakers in solidarity. The
only condition they made was that
no separate settlement should be
made,

While Local 3 managed to close
down two plants completely and
tie up the others, Local 138 reached
only one-third of the drivers and
was unable to reach the retail ¢riv-
ers in Newark, Connecticut, West-
chester, and other places, who de-
liver the bread after the wholesale
drivers leave it at Duggan Depots.
Other locals of the International
Union of Teamsters, Drivers and
Chauffeurs claimed jurisdiction
over these men, but refused to pull
them out. Finally, Local 138 made
an agreement to go back and ac-
cept arbitration by the NRA. This
left the bakers isolated, and they,
therefor, decided to return also.

The strike has not doscouraged
them, but they belleve more strong-
ly than ever in industrial unionism.
Organizer Fritz Mayer, with the
help of Newark CPLAers, ls going
after the Duggan Newark plant.

During the strike, CPLAers spoke
and picketted and organized a few
housewives to go to local stores
and protest the sale of scab bread.
Communist forces in Local 3, at

|
|

By O. R. FUSS

There isn't a Technocrat in
all Tasmania. Such was the an-
nouncement of a publisher adver-

| tising a popular novel in the pages

of the New York newspapers. He

| might have added that apparently

the situation was duplicated in the
United States. For, where are the
Technocrats? What has happened
to those Technocracy groups which
last winter chilled the
Wall Street by day and made un-
easy its dreams by night?

Who are the Technocrats today?
Have they accepted the NRA and
the New Deal? Do they believe
that their blue-printed New Jerusa-
lem can be reached by way of
Washington? Of will they follow
the road through Rome? or per-
haps Moscow?

The Great Unknown

No one knows and the Techno-
crats won't tell. That is—the two
distinct Technocracy groups evade
the question. M. King Hubbert,
young Columbia University geophy-
sicist, and right hand man of How-

ard Scott, the father of Techno-
cracy, says little. What he does
assert is—

“Technocracy is functionally
aligned. It is a skeleton army in
which the general staff will dic
tate the tactics varying with the
circumstances. No general staff
discusses its tactics toward over
throwing the enemy with its priv-
ates and Technocracy certainly will
not discuss theirs with the public.”

Harold Loeb of the Conmtinental
Committee on Technocracy expects
the number of unemployed to grow
by leaps. When a sufficlent num-
ber have suffered long and deeply
enough they will rise and call in
Technocracy to rum society. For,
propaganda, lectures, and pampm-
lets will have convinced the mass
of the population that only Tech-
nocracy and technicians can save
civilization.

Technocrats Quarrel

The two Technocracy groups are
not allied. Hubbert argues that
there is but one group which may
legitimately term itself Technoc-
racy; and that is his. The Con-
tinental Committee, he contends, is
an ungrateful bastard offspring
which lacks members as well as
shelter. Loeb has no counter-
charges except to assert that his
committee knows as much about,
and will do as much for Technoc-
recv as the Scott-Hubert group.

Hubbert claims a national organ-
ization for the Technocracy led by
Howard Scott. Technicians in lead-

and are being organized under the
Technocratic banner. Yet he re-
fuses to disclose the actual num-
ber of members hig organization
can legitimately claiin. For, he
says, this must remain secret data
never to be made public since the
actions of the controlling Technoc-
racy group depend upon it.

The Continental Committee on
Technocracy which is led by Harold

Carry Cut The Decision of
the Pittsburgh Convention;
End Poverty and Misery

(Continued from Page 1)
accepted by the convention, “con-
stant emphasis will be placed on
the fact that the masses in the
United States can easily have
abundance and leisure if they will
Utmost use will be made of applied
science and the closest contact
maintained with technicians. They
in turn, need to be made aware of
their futility and ultimate defeat
unless they join with the workers
in overcoming the vested interests
opposed to a fully sclentific order.”

On the Provisional Organizing
Committee are militant working-
class leaders from seven key indus-
trial states. The officers of the POC
are: A. J. Muste, chairman; J. B. 8.
Hardman, vice chairman; Louis F.
Budenz, executive secretray; and

at least one meeting, advanced the
absurd proposal that instead of the
i Union making the settlement agree-
ment, rank and fille committees

workers active in the relief strike | ¢ 114 be elected in each plant to!
of the Unemployed Leagues at High | 3, this.' The idea of a Unlon volun- |
Point who were arrested on trump- | 1o 1y piving different plants of the |
ed charges in July. A nolle prosse ’ same company 14 the same city aif-|

ferent terms for settlement was

indignantly rejected by the mem:|
for Progressive Labor Action and hershlp, who saw in it only an at-|

Immm to disrupt the union.

Because of lack of space “My

|| Uncle Abner” had to be omitted
from this fssme. The next In-
stallment will appear in the next
issue.

BE. J. Lever, treasurer. Labor
Action, edited by Harry Howe, will
| be the official organ of the POC

‘.ot the new party.
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Union Pact i WatchjulWaitingUpheld!ma-

Loeb, a writer and Felix J. Frazer, |
reseavch engineer, has its main of-|
fice in the New York home of the
former. It
fices in Denver, Minneapolis, :nnd‘
Los Angeles. Precisely how many |

Then call in Technocracy.

emergency? Hubbert says; do noth- 1
Let the system go to smash,

The Continental Commitee, how

stuffs shall be requisitioned to ra
R LB I b S | tion the entire population ard pald

Broken By As Technocratic Way Out | emsni i i o

for under the

Domain.

power of

claims divisional of-

| by a personnel drawn from the

should be set up to gradually

Idle factories whose pre

employed. A central administratic

Eminen

| ucts can be consunied by the popu
lation should be taken and operat

|
people this committee can call up-|
on with any assurance that its cal!| €Te8s8€ the purchasing power of tI

' 8 cé
P T ] o o i 1) s

will be heeded is but vaguely in-|Ma88€s. ]‘h" ‘;”“m"l:“ d;"
| 3 5 Xxpec w6 shor me demand
dicated by Loeb and Frazer. Yet at “ pect the short . A

spine of |

ing cities of the country have been |

| their
Park, Colorado, on July 4, 1933 they |

fused their plans they would at-|
tempt “to assume leadership of the
American people and obtain a back-
ing of sufficient numbefs of the
people
issue.”

System Analyzed

Technocracy’s aims and analysis
of the present system can stand
repetition even though tney are
popularly known,
Hubbert, as well as the Continen-
tal Committee on Technocracy, con-
tends that the productive capacity
of the present economic machine is
great enough to furnish the people
of the North American continent
with a standard of living several
times above that of 1929. Technoc-
racy is the blue-print of that so-
ciety which will enable the Ameri-
can people to enjoy such a stan-
dard of living. The greatest ob-
stacle towards realizing this blue-
print
price system stands in the way of
mass consumption.
abolished.

The earlier Technocrats pointed
out how machines are displacing
human labor.
the flour-milling industry.
thirty years from 1899 to 1929 it
lost sixty-five hundred plants. The
number of wage earners in this
same period dropped from 32,000 to
26,000; but the number of bushels
of wheat ground increased seventy-
five million.
wera producing more and more, yet
losing their jobs for doing it.
with the loss of jobs comes loss of
income, melns of buying the neces-
sities of life.

No New |deas

None of the present technocratic
groups have added any new idea
The Continental
tends that it is just about to be-
gin its work on energy research.
Hubbert is secretive about his daia.
It exists, he asserts, but only tech-
nicians could understand it.
general public it means nothing
Nor has Scott ever submitted to
impartial
charts which Stuart Chase clalms
he saw; and which, he held, proved
the thesis of Technocracy.

Hubbert prophesys on the basis
of his charts that the present sys-
tem is heading for a bigger crash
than that of 1929. He holds that any
palliative taken by the administra-
tion may alter things for a short
period, but it cannot stave off the
doom which is inevitable.

What Shall Be Done?

If the validity of the technocratic
analysis of present day society be
granted—and let it be noticed tha
it differs
from the anlysis held for years by

sl to be met.

annual convention at Este

| ing system which

to Technocracy.

themselves to force the

up lands.

other crash.
Is It Impartial?
Briefly "then—

Democratic, Socialist,

ed mystery.

is the price system. The

It must be

of fighting unions.
Take, for instance,
In the

By RAYMOND ROBBINS

In short, workers

And

two class-conscious

Albert

Committee con-|yivid fashion. Thus “Peace

who would stop the next war.

To the| Fast moving scenes,

verification the thirty

ments, the

ties of such concoctions as
Them Eat Cake.”

only in minor details|at working-class prices.

It expects one of two things. T}

held that ¥ the Administration pe- | OUtiButce of (he present pat:

ultimately wil
| lead to collapse and consequentiy
Or the introduc-
tion of a Fascist regime which w

strictly limit production by break
ing down machinery and plowing
The price system will
start again from scratch and to an

Technocrats hold that it is im-
partial, being neither Republican,
Communist,
or Fascist but only scientific, in
that it will work for any regime
that allows it to effect its goal;
though how a Fascist or capitalistic
regime could allow it to abolish the
price system and still remain cap
italistic or Fascist is an unexplain-
Technocracy says it
can come only with a collapse; con-
sequently it cannot bother itself
with uniting the unemployed or
unionizing the workers in their
present fight to force the capital-
istic system into adequate unem-
ployment relief and the recognition

PeaceOn Earth

HE Theatre Union has produced

a propaganda play which clear
ly and forthrightly states in real
istic terms that the only way to
stop war is to miiitantly fight it
“Peace on Earth’ was written by
playwrights,
Maltz and George Sklar,
who realize that effective propa-
ganda does not attempt to ferret
moral lessons out of the mess of
capitalistic war but portrays the
methods of anti-war struggles in
on
Barth” rises above the common run
of expose plays by actually provid
ing a practical blue print for those

depicting
with a freshness and vitality so
alien to the rubber stamp Broad-
way production the strike of ma
rine workers against munition ship
arrest of students for
attempting to speak out against
war, the shooting of workers by
company gunmen, tell the story of
one anti-war fight at a locomotive
tempo. The last act satirizes the
innocuous protests of the liberal
and pacifist ilk and the flag-waving
preparations for war without de-
scending to the pointless triviali-
“Let

“Peace on Earth” has the distinc
tion of being a working-class play
Every
worker should support this honest

all left-wing organiations, — what' artistic effort to tell the truth about

shall

be done in the immediate' how to stop war.
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THE AMERICAN WORKERS PARTY

THE Conference for Progressive Labor Action
has always stood upon a revolutionary plat-
form. It believes that just as kings and lords had
to be overthrown in 1776, so today industrial and
financial lords and barons must be swept from
their seats of power by a NEW AMERICAN
REVOLUTION. The profit system must be
abolished and a republic of the workers, for the
workers, by the workers established.

To put this program into effect, the CPLA
decided at its Pittsburgh convention, reported
elsewhere in this issue, to organize the American
Workers Party. Delegates at Pittsburgh *who
have been a in unions, unemployed leagues
and among other organizations voted unanimously
action, believing that it expresses the
needs of the masses of workers with whom they
have been in contact. £

The DarLy Worker, Communist Party organ,
rushed into print the moment the action of the
Pittshurgh convention became known, with the
statement that the American Workers Party was
“between the Socialists and the Com-
muni It did not take much brains to think
that one up, and it hasn't any meaning. 5

The American workers want to get away from
the old arguments about points of doctrine, away
from the old names, away from the old confusions
and divisions. They want a party of their own,
a party that will unite them for d the simple
straightforward job of ov ing the
profiteers, abolishing the profit putting
the workers in control of their own destinies.

That is what the American Workers Party is.
It stands for a fresh start in line with the require-
ments of the American situation. It stands for
ACTION. It stands for UNITY. It stands for
THE NEW AMERICAN REVOLUTION!

vewweyw

C. W. A. AND THE UNEMPLOYED LEAGUES

TH.':. dramatic stroke of the Roosevelt adminis- |

tration in creating the Civil Works Admin-
istration to put 4 mullion men and women 10
work, at least until February 135, makes the work
of the Uaemployed Leagues more important and
urgent than ever. For onme thing, there are still
5 to 6 million unemployed who will not be pro-
vided for by CW.A. With rising prices and a
drive to cut families off relief wherever possible,
the plight of these unemployed is worse than ever
nd only through organiztaion can they effect
substantial improvement. Furthermore, those who
go on C.W.A. jobs will get their rights under the
law only if they are organized. That rule holds
as good for them as for workers on private or
other government jobs.

Already organizers of the National Unem-
ployed Leagues report many specific grievances
arising in connection with C.W.A. work. Men
unaccustomed to outdoor work are sent out in
rain, snow and cold without adequate work cloth-
ing and with no suitable shelters available. Acci-
dents are numerous among men on strange jobs
and while the compensation laws apply to them,
union experience has shown that workers con-
tinually fail to get what is coming to them under
these laws unless they have advice such as only
their own organizations can provide. It is notori- |
ous, furthermore, that a tremendous amount of |

‘ HOW ABOUT IT, PRESIDENT GREEN? f

level of wages has dropped. The workers must |
ot be fooled into thinking of the government as |
square and friendly to labor” while private em- |

| ployers are wicked. The government and private |

employers alike are part of the system which is |
inexorably driving down the standard of living
in order that profits may be maintained. Let the |
workers organize on the economic and the political
field to get rid of that system without delay. |

vVwwyyvw

["P'HIS is a cock-eyed world, as Shakespeare
would say, and you expect crazy things to |
appen. Yet this past week R. D. Denise, Eastern
representative of the Retail Clerks International |
Protective Association, an American l"udcratmn[
of Labor union, pulled a real surprise. He openly |
[and blatantly announced a scheme for going tui
| the chain store heads in this section of the coun- |
| try and organizing their clerks not into the Retail
| Clerks Union but into company unions, The com-
[ pany union constitutions were actually to contain
provisions that the A. F. of L. be forbidden to
| organize the clerks once they were in the com-
pany union! Thus an A. F. of L. organizer
| would, for all practical purposes, go around or-
ganizing company unons and getting their mem-
sers to sign vellow-dog contracts!

Crazy as this sounds, it is after all a natural
levelopment of certain tendencies in the A. F. of
L. The A. F. of L. leaders, from President Green
jown, have talked long and hard about the com-
mon interests of employers and employees, of |
inions cooperating with employers, of peace in |
ndustry. Talking against company unions, they |
have tended to develop unions that functioned |
ibout as company unions would, except for the
fact that there was more prestige or graft or both |
for union leaders in the so-called independent |
unions. Denise’s idea is the class-collaboration |
dea carried to its legitimate, albeit absurd, con- |
sion. What are President Green and the Execu- |
tive Council going to do about Denise and the
Retail Council International? They are alreudy |
enough to denounce progressives and radicals in
the trade unions. What have they got to say
about this open and flagrant violation of every
principle of trade unionism?

More important still, let this treasonable pro-
posal, like a flash of lightning on a dark night,
reveal to A. F. of L. members the path on which
they are walking. It is the path to the abyss. Let
»m rise in revolt against present leaders and
make their unions clean instruments
ng the workers battles, in which it will be |
\possibie for such proposals as Denise’s |

vVvwwyyw l
WHO PAYS FOR UNEMPLOYMENT |
INSURANCE? |

l.\' many state legislatures and the Federal Con- |
rress the question of unemployment insurance |
will’ soon be taken up. A conference of welfare
workers, churchmen, etc., recently held in New |
York City to discuss a bill for introduction into |
the New York Legislature brought forward again |
| against which we have always fought. It |
sed that premiums for the unemploy-
rance fund be paid by three parties:|
wyers, the government and the workers. |

an evi

was ;

ment 1Ir

the emg

The workers should not pay one single cent inio

any such fund and showld fight against any bill
ntaining this item.

W rs do not have enough now to buy back
what they produce. Nothing is to be gained by
their saving money to put into an unemployment
fund. Unemployment insurance, insofar
1s it means anything at all, means establishment |
of the principle that workers are entitled to wages |
the year around. When they hold a job they get
a pay envelope from the boss. When they are
ut of a job they get a pay envelope from the|
state. In either case should they not go down into
their own pockets to put money in their own pay
envelope !

surance

WHAT THE WELL-DRESSED WORKER
WILL WEAR
Investigators for the Emergency Rellef Board have
been instructed to find out from every unemployed
family their “minimum requirements for clothing”

“solitics” is played in connection with the dis-|this winter In this cgnnoction it is interestng to
tribution of relief, assignment of jobs, etc. Under | se¢ What, in the opinion of the Relief Board, the
C.W.A., instances have already occurred where well-dressed American worker should wear this year.
“deserving” Democrats or Republicans are taken| Roughly as far as we can find out, the unemployed
care of, depending upon the politics of the officer | will wear: a single pair of underwear, one shirt,
in charge, those who are not connected with either | one pair of socks, and one pair of working trousers.
of the old parties getting no look-in at all. No|So much for the men. As for the women they will
matter how good its intentions may be, the federal | recelve one pair of stockings, in two colors, the result
government cannot possibly put enough inspectors of storing for many years. Material will be handed
ca the job to curb this evil. Only as the workers |out for dress making.
on the job are organized and therefore have the| So the picture we will see this year will be some-
courage and the means wherewith to protest effec- | what as follows: men in socks but without shoes,
tively will impartiality prevail. | wearing a pair of pants go stiff that they creak at
The Unemployed lLeagues are the natural|the joints and a shirt without a tie, no hat, some
agency to organize C.W.A. workers. Many al-|in sweaters, none in topcoats. For clean underwear
ready belong to the leagues. Many of them are | wash every night
certain to be unemployed again soon. Thc'A. F.| Women will sport faded stockings in house slip-
of L. has notoriously failed to deal intelligently | pers setting oft a shapeless gingham or cotton gown,
and effectively with unskilled and miscellaneous | also hatless and in sweaters, some of them.
workgrs.' : : Some time ago there was a movement for “Ration-
It is interesting under these circumstances 0| 4] Dress.” People wore too much clothing, said these
note that the National Unemployed League | people. There is some sense In this, but we thought
officers report from headquarters in Columbus, | {ne movement had died out. We are pleased to see
Ohio, that a new impetus has been given t0|yat the Rellet Board is reviving it. Next summer,
N.U.L. or;:':mlzatlu'l. work and that zglrmdy ‘m'!perhnps the Reliet Board will see its way clear to
portant actions dealing with such grievances a8 | oxperimenting with nudism. There is nothing like

the above have developed, including a “hunger |
" ’ e unemployed workers for the .
march” by 2,000 West Virginians on the State | FRNEUR OEe S S IR OF WETaS——

< ¥ ! ‘€| tion.—Voice of the Workers, organ of the Unem
icsi&ml at Charleston, reported elsewhere in this sliged Oliisent’ Sanges oF Liebigh Countyy’ Po.

2 ° ° .

Not only, however, must the workers fight for | do sl 2

their “rights” under C.W.A, but above all they | WE NEED A NEW PARTY
must ﬁgh( atzainst the whole damnable system of | Revolutionary movements and fascist movements
putting American workers on a $10 to $15 a week | *Pring out of the same soil. They are variants of
wage fevel, instead of giving them the $5,000 per | the same tendency. They represent a popular loss
person per year which even representatives of the | of faith in the possibllity of economic recovery. . .. .
administration indirectly admit would be possible | Fascism is not inevitable in Amelrca. But if condi-
if instead of cutting down production and main- tions become worse, it can be prevented only by a
taining the profit system, we made full use of | revolutionary movement that can win the support
modern technology and ran the country for the [Of the masses to its side.
benefit of the workers and farmers instead of the | To set such a movement, we need a new party.
profiteers. The fact that in many cases C.W.A. It we fail to create such a party—but we must not
wage rates are actually higher than those paid in fail! The emergency is too great.—V. F. Calverton

Wednesday, Decomber 20, 1933
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By LEE HEWITT

“The revolutionary party has
the task of waging a relentless

| struggle for the complete equality |

of the Negro people. The working

| class has been constantly divided

by the race prejudices instigated

| by the capitalist class. The inter-
| ests of whites and Negroes is iden-

tical in the fight to overthrow cap-
italism.”—from the A.W.P. pro-
gram.
- - L
During the past two decades
there has been taking place a fun-

| damental change in the economie

life of the Negro masses. From a
predominantly agricultural role,
carrying with it a memory of
southern oOppression, the Negro
toflers have migrated northward
in numbers estimated at from a
million to a million and a half. In
response to the propaganda of the
capital-subsidized labor agencies,
the Negro population of the indus-
trial cities of New York, Chicago,
(Cleveland, Detroit, Philadelphia,
and other centers of manufactur-
ing have in the period from 1910
to 1930 increased by more than 400
per cent! Has this been in re-
sponse to the demands of the labor
market?

From an estimated 970,000 Neg-
ro workers in the five industrial
cities mentioned above, liberal
Negro welfare agencies admit
more than 395,000 unemployed
Negroes “out of a job, able to
work, and looking for a job.” Cer
tainly this would disprove the as-
sertion that this movement north-
ward has been necessitated by the
needs of industry

The Negro's participation in
northern manufacturing has been
distinetly in the form of a labor
reserve. His Insecure economic
and social position has forced the
Negro to underbid white labor in
the open market, to assume at
times a strike breaking role, to
stand ready to fill the menial posi
tions scorned by the “labor aris-
tocracy.”

This has been siezed upon by
the capitalist-ruling-class, to fur-
ther its umual! role of playing off
native against foreign born work-
ers, of one nationality against an-
other, of one race against another,
always prevonting the unity of the
workers as a class. The wave of
race lynchings now sweeping over
this country, are but further mani
festations of the efficacy of this
ruling-class strategy.

Application for membership in

private employment only illustrates how low the |in The Modern Monthly.

the trade unions has been denfed

the Negro, or defeated through so-
called “federations.” Only too welll
these organizations, con-
trolled up to now, for capital, ra-
ther than for labor, understood the |
necessity for keeping the working-
class divided: for deliberately mis- |
representing the position of the
Negro worker, for deliberately pic-|
| turing the Negro as a “scab, who|
| stands ready to tear down your |
;hizh (?) standard of living.”
| With the awakening class con- |
| sciousness of the workers, how- |
]»wr. this mumbo-jumbo no longer |
‘wrves to explain to the working|
irl:ms the contradictions of the|
| capitalist system. Workers of all |
races now look to the class strug-
gle rather than to the race strug-|
zle of the ruling capfttaiists, ‘{
|

The
Manager Speaks

By CARA COOK —

have

L SMITH will now have to add

another set of initials to his
“alphabet soup.”,A.W.P.—American
Workers Party, And what a flop
these Roosevelt combination pills
are compared to the A.W.P. social
cathartic. The very explanations
given of the Administration’s pal-
liative measures condemn them
from the start: “stop gap,” “emer-
gency,” “compromise,” “temporary,”
“relief.” But we don't stop half-
way. We speak In terms of perma-
nency, principles, fundamentals.

Speaking of fundamentals, this
issue of Labor Action ought to
reach hundreds of thousands of
new readers. Will you dispose of
ten copies, selling them if you can,
giving them away if you can't?
Writs me, and they will be in your
hande as fast as the Christmas
mail rush allows.

One of the first “average Ameri-
cans” to hear about the A W.P, was
a hot-dog stand owner somewhere
in the heart of the Pennsylvania
mountains. About 4 a. m. the re
turning New York delegates stopped
for revival, and we poured in on
the astonished proprietor. While
cleaning out his sapply of coffee
and hamburgers we asked him
what sort of outfit he took us to
be. He made a guess at a foot-ball
crowd- Mike Demchak put him
straight on that, and explained
about the new party.

“That’s fine,” sald the man, “We
need a party like that. I'll vote for
you” Which may have been good
business on his part, but I prefer
to take it as an omen!

| Movements of this type,

Three solutions have been of-

ered the Negro to offset the misery |

the reac-

pseudo-
revolutionary “right of self determ-
ination,” and the
path of the
Party.

of his present condition;
tionary “Garveyism,” the
revolutionary

American Workers

Garveyism while recognizing the
still
liberal

not to be
programs—

need for change

found in the

| talks vaguely of a movement pack

to Africa. There is to be found the
heaven pictured by generations of
religeosos. In
Negro “will build from the sands
a society for the blacx man, of
the black man, by the black man.”

Negro Airca the

while nav-
ing a appeal, in
themselves offer no solutou. Gar

demonstrable

veyism today can give to the
Negro no recompense wor the
America he has had so iarge a|

share in building.

Self determination speaks to the
Negro in the same language. Fall

ing upon nerve endings made sen- |

gitive by years of race jingoism,
self determination is made wel-
come even by the very forces Ros-
tile to workers’ rights. Language,
common heritages, wnre workers
in Negro population
are swept aside in the pell-mell
rush for Communist Party mem-
bers. Figures proving the fallacl-
ousness of the “black belt” theory
are disregarded in the panderings
to this lowest form of nationalism.

The American Workers Party
makes no concession to race prej
udice. Calling upon the workers, of
all races and nationalities, to fight
the common cause of working-class
freedom, it looks to no mecmanrcal
ruling determining nationality
problems peculiar to other coun-
tries, but not applicable to the
United States. The American
Negro is no nationality with prob-
lems, culture, heritage, apart from
the general background of oppres-
sfon which is the commou memory
of the American workeng class.
The Negro has no problem apart
from the problem of the proauctng
class—{o produce in the interests
of the masses as against the inter-
ests o' the ruling class.

A pamphlet, telling all about
the American Workers Party,
is now In preparation ana will
be published within the next
few weeks. The price will be
10 cents. Orders will be téken
now.
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centers, all|

RADICAL |
INTERLUDE |

By LOUIS BREIER —

Diplomacy: A New Deal For The
Labor Movement

The Labor Movement having laid
up so many treasures in David Sa
poss, now receives reward a thou
sand fold. In a recent article or
the United Front Mr. Saposs make
the latest and perhaps most color
ful contribution to this busines
of winning workers away from the
consuming embraces of capitalism
“The diplomatic tactics and pol
cies of the Socialist Party and the
Continental Congress,” says Mr. Sa
poss, “should make it possible for
them to win the confidence of the
farmer and labor or
thereby giving them
left-win

progressive
ganizations,
the
groups.)”

advantage (over

i To our sorrow, Mr. Saposs ha
| not pursued this new “diplomatic
approach beyond the quotation
thereby leaving a panting prole
tariat to its more or less untutored
devices. We should 'ike to know
| for one thing, more about the a
| tual mechanical aspects of the “dip
‘lumulir" approach, What, in Mr
Saposs’s ripe judgment, is the pr«
)per course to pursue under cir
| cumstances such as the following

| Diplomacy and a Cop's

| Tender Corns

" A “Free Torgler, Dimitroff and
Popoff” demonstration is being he
!m front of the Latvian Consulate
|and, immediately after Comrade
‘,Minur finishes an oration on )
|Chang Kai-Chek Counter revolution
|an I. L. D. member jostles an LW

i comrade inadvertently steg
lon a cop's tender corn. What

| the 1. W. 0. member to do in ord
{to avold being clubbed? What are
‘lhe proper sentiments to voice
:such an occasion? A number

| them occur to me—but I would pre
}n-r to let Mr. Saposs speak for hir

| self, The example is not a flippant
inne and is an excellent test for
| the “diplomatic” approach, Mr

| poss need only remember what
feels like to have one's corns m
tantly tramped upon to assure hin

who

,The Revolutionary Movement and the Negro ..

| Apply It to
‘Ap.far:kau

How would Mr. Saposs surmount
the difficulties inherent in begging
the pardon of a Socialist leader
who has just replied to a United
Front proposal by saying: “The
quickest way to get Faacism 1s by
uniting the workers. Unity of the
will cause unity of the
bosses and the result is, of course
fascisin”? This ought to keep Mr
Saposs awake several nights. Cer
tainly it is a most difficult prob
lem in diplomacy.

A Sock in the Eye

Would Be Better

| Application of the “diplomatic
approach to the following problem,
it successful, may produce greater
| revolutionary results than the ap
[ plication of the Marxian concept
|to history. The unemployed in a
certain locality are told that they
‘mus[ earn their reliet orders by
| digging ditches five days a week
?’I‘hu relief orders amount to an
average of five dollars per week
| The unemployed are anxious to pro
test this proposal (whether wisely
or unwisely 1 leave to Mr, Saposs’s
f:lls(-retlon) and to avold, if pos
| sible, forced labor of any kind.

| The usual procedure s
| known. Demonstrations are called,
speeches are jmade, committees to
demand workers’ rights from relief
‘&nmvluls are chosen, If these meth-
ods fail and officials insist on go
| ing ahead with their plans then @
relief strike (read Ohio news in
| Labor Action) is comfnonly called
and picket lines thrown around the
| ditches. Too often this results in
| violence, which Mr. Saposs de
|plores. But we are interested in
|learning how Mr. Saposs would
| handle the situation. Would he sug
gest to the relief officials that forc
|ed labor is inadvisable? But what
[it they failed to see it that way.
| Would he gently remind them that
clubbing striking workers is not
| quite gentlemanly? But what if
| they refused to stop clubbing them?’
What would he do if one of these
officials told him (as League Lead
ers were told in Allentown) “that
| it the workers didn’t 1ike what they
got, then they would get nothing”?
| Diplomacy in this case might be
:xood. But a sock in the eye would
| be better.

Somewhere else Mr. Saposs’s ar
ticle is discussed from the theo
retic point of view, though I don’
know why. There is not even €n°
ough theory in Mr. Saposs’'s new
“diplomatic” approach to add s
other soap box to Union Square.
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