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It Is a War for Boss Profits!
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Army Chiefs,
Bosses Use
“Defense” Lie
Against Strike

By JACK WILSON

LOS ANGELES, Calif.,, Nov. 16—
Terrific pressure by the war depart-
ment, the federal conciliation service,
and Sidney Hillman was put on the

First qus “A Ma“el' O‘ T&Sle " Molotov

Of CIO Meet
Bring Heated
Discussion

By DAVID COOLIDGE

ATLANTIC CITY, Nov. 19 —The
“Third Constitutional Convention” of
the Congress of Industrial Organiza-

Thaelmann Wasn’t Present--
He’s in a Concentration Camp

“In the forenoon Mr. Molotoff had a two-hour talk with Reich
Marshal Goering, who, it is surmised, gave his visitor an extensive
picture of the results of the air war against Britain. Mr. Molotoff
was accompanied by members of the Soviet Air Commissariat,
who were among his delegation.

“FOLLOWING THAT EXCHANGE WITH GOERING THE SO-
VIET PREMIER CALLED ON HERR HESS, DEPUTY LEADER -OF
THE NATIONAL SOCIALIST PARTY, TO WHOM HE CONVEYED

tions opened here Monday morning
with the usual ceremonial prayer and
address of welcome by the mayor.
After this and a few other routine
matters the temporary chairman
worked up to the event that the con-
vention was waiting for: the intro-
duction of John L. Lewis. The forty-
five minute ovation had been well
prepared and organized by the Stal-
ists. I do not mean by this that the
ovation was purely a Stalinist affair.
This would be far from the truth.
There were many delegates and oth-
er members and friends of the CIO
who were sincere in their rapturous
reception of Lewis. These were old
associates, friends and members of
the organization who are convinced
that Lewis stands for something im-
portant, vital and necessary in the
Iabor movement in this country. They
look upon Lewis as the living sym-
bol and chief protagonist of the idea
of industrial unionism. These work-
ers are convinced that industrial un-
ionism has given them something
that they never had before and that
the CIO holds great promise for the
workers in the mass production in-
dustries. They attribute the results
obtained during the past five years
to the leadership of John L. Lewis.
That is why they applauded him so
vigorously.

Inflated By Stalinisis

There is no doubt however that
the ovatfion. was pumped up and in-
flated by the Stalinists. They arrived
here on Sunday, and by Monday were
as thick as flies. They were organ-
ized to put over the re-election of
Lewis. When you entered the lobby
of the Hotel Chelsea, where the con-
vention is being held, delegates and
visitors were handed lapel buttons
two inches in diameter bearing the
legend, “Forward With Lewis and
CIO.” It was evident to any of us
who have seen the Stalinists in ac-
tion that these buttons were a part
of their “draft Lewis” campaign.

During the forty-five minute ova-
tion the Stalinist cheering sections
in the gallery and among the dele-
gates were busy with confetti, stream-
ers and various types of noise mak-
ers. There were cries of “we want
Lewis,” and the singing of “Lewis
is our leader, we shall not be moved.”
The band attempted the ruse of
playing the Star Spangled Banner
on the assumption that at the end
of the “national anthem” the dele-
gates and gallery cheering section
would, with due reverence, become
silent. But nothing of the sort hap-
pened; the din continued. Finally,
I suppose with fatigue approaching,
and with the efforts of Lewis, order
was restored and Lewis began his

(Continued on page 4)

THE GREETINGS OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY.”

— Dispatch from Berlin to the New York Times, Nov. 14, 1940

By MAX STERLING

Before taking leave of Hitler, Mol-
otov committed an act of debase-
ment and treachery that has no par-
ellel in the long history of the labor
movement. He presented greetings
from the Communist Party of Rus-
sia to the Nazi Party of Germany!
We, leave it to the Stalinists to ex-
plain this infamous act of political
solidarity between what was once
the party of Lenin and the organ-
ized murderers of the German work-
ing class. Perhaps they will say that
this too is a “matter of taste.”

The first result 'of the Molotov-
Hitler meeting was the publication
in Pravda of the text of the German-
Slovak treaty consummated two
years ago which made Slovakia a
protectorate of Gefmany. Diplomatic
circles believe ihat this is prelimin-

ary to~ Russian “redognition of 'Gera.:

mahy's conquest of Czecho-Slovakia.
Closer ties with the Nazis are also
indicated by the establishment of
German consulates at Leningrad,
Vladivostok and Batum.

GERMAN PLANS

We shall no doubt soon see fur-
ther evidence of the agreement
reached by Molotov in Berlin. In the
meantime, the Nazi press is hinting
that big political doings will come off
this week. Hitler is being kept busy
with new talks with King Boris of
Bulgaria, Ramon Suner of Spain,
Count Ciano of Italy and General
Ionescu of Rumania: °

All this points 1o ;another Nazi
blitzkrieg .attempt. After Mussolini's
fiascos in Greece and Africa no one
can any longer speak of an Italian
blitzkrieg unless we speak of a blitz-
krieg in reverse.

However, the German threais are
another thing. The visit of Ramon
Suner to Berlin may mean that the
Nazis are ready for their assault on
Gibraltar. Consideration of loans and
food shipments to ‘Spain by England
and the United States are obviously
an attempt to swing Spain out of
the Nazi orbit. It appears more like-
1y that Hitler will have his way with

Michigan U. Prexy "Ex-pells
Thirteen Anti-War Students

Michigan University has two mem-
orable personalities walking about
its well-groomed 'campus grounds
these November days. One is half-
back Tommy Harmon—whose hipper-
dipper exploits on the gridiron field
are so amply publicized for the great-
er glory of Alma Mater and amateur
sports. The other is prexy Alex Ruth-
ven—whose pile-driving knock-em-
down drag-em-out game against aca-
demic freedom is not so well re-
ported for America's sporting multi-
tudes. And prexy Ruthven has just
given us a foretaste of war-time
“democracy.”

Last June, for example, Ruthven
addressed letters to thirteen students
denying them re-admission to the
University for the fall term. In
October, Ruthven followed through
by withdrawing a teaching fellow-
ship from a graduate student for pro-

* testing the expulsion of the students.
Ruthven is keeping mum about the
expulsions. Thus far he has failed to
make public to anyone the reasons
for the expulsions and has rejected
out of hand any proposal for an open
hearing. Ruthven may be silent, but

' the record of the expelled students
as leaders of the campus anti-war
movement, and as fighters ggainst
Negro discrimination in Ann Arbor,
speaks eloquently as to why Ruth-
ven considers them undesirable char-.
acters.

The Mlclugan Committee for Acar

indignation and protest of the stud-
ent body, last week called for an
open hearing at the Masonic Temple
which is near to the University.
Prominent trade-unionists and Pro-
fessors were to speak on behalf of
the students. Leaflets were distribu-
ted, releases were mailed, publicity

~for the meeting had gone into high

gear when an official of the Masonic
Temple returned the renting money
to the MC for AF and denied them
the right to the hall. (There is a
strong possibility that the university
administration includes some highly
placed Masons.)

The committee proceeded to sue
for breach of contract. But a judge
named Sample, under whose jurisdic-
tion the case fell, threw the case
out of court. The students were com-
pelled to hold the meeting on the
same night in a local park before an
enthusiastic audience.

Coming on the Heels of Nicholas
Murray Butler's denunciation of aca-
demic freedom in Columbia Univer-
sity, the case is one of extreme im-
portance both for students and non-
students. The suppression of free-
dom in the schools is an indication
of greater suppressions to come in
all phases of life.

The MC for AF, therefore, plans to
press its fight against administra-
tion repression of student rights. The
committee must. be supported in this
~ work. -No violation . of civil rights
must go unchalkeng

THE WORLD AT WAR
“Big Doings’’ Seen Coming
As Result of Hitler Talks--
U. S. Keeps Eyes on Far East

iunds to Workers Defense League,

Franco, especially since disguised
German troops are already reported
to be on Spanish soil.

The pending Nazi campaign in the
Mediterranean may take the form
of a series of simultaneous nr even
independent blows which would in-
clude not only an assault on Gibral-
dar but a drive against the Greeks
and a reinforcement of the Italian
campaign in Africa. Now that Mus-
solini has disgraced himsélf in Greece,
the Nazis may think it time to show
the Italians how a real blitzkrieg is
made. This may explain King Boris'
visit to Hitler; the best way for the
Nazis to get to Greece is through
Bulgaria. '

(Continued on page 3)

Bosses Open Attack on 40-Hour Week

On Nov. 13, Mr. Alfred P. Sloan Jr., chairman of the board of directors of the General Motors Corporation, fired the first
big gun in the drive against the 4@ hour week at a dinner meeting of the Academy of Political Science. Before a notablefgathering
of the representatives of big business and their ‘professional economists, Mr. Sloan declared: “’America today is working a shorter
number of hours per week than any other nation—<certainly any other involved in war or defense. Output can be increased 20 per

. cent by working six days a week in place of five days. It seems clear this should be the first step, if the point is reached when the

slack of unemployment has been taken up and the increasing speed of industry has been utilized to the fullest practical extent.”
) These gentlemen certainly work fast. The final provision of the wage and hour law, providing for maximum working hours of
40 a week and minimum pay of 40 cents an hour, only went into effect on Oct. 24. There are still 9 to 10 million unemployed in

Challenge Poll Tax
In Appeal for
Negro Cropper

A dollar and a half may be the
difference between life and death for

Odell Waller, Negro sharecropper
who is scheduled to die on Dec. 27
at Chataham, Virginia, for the al-
leged murder of his. cheating land-
lord, Oscar Davis.

A dollar and a half is the Virginia
Poll Tax. Most sharecroppers cannot
pay this poll tax; they were conse-
quently excluded from the all-white
jury which convicted him.

With his “peers” excluded from
the jury, Waller didn't have a ghost
of a chance. At the very moment
that the prejudiced jury was sitting
in judgment on this poor sharecrop-
per, lynch mobs were forming out-
side the court in the event the jury
“slipped.”

Waller killed Davis in a dispute
over crop shares; and there is sub-"
stantial evidence to prove that Davis
was trying to cheat Waller out of his
entire season's crop—after he had al-
ready evicted Waller's family from
their home. In the dispute, Davis
reached for his gun pocket. Waller,
who had already been threatened
with violence, acted in self-defense
and shot Davis.

Armed planters went after Waller.
Though the atmosphere-in the coun-
ty made a fair trial impossible, the
judge refused to entertain a defense
motion to move the trial to another
city.

Thus, Waller was not tried for the
murder of Davis. He was condemned
1o death because he, a Negroes and
a sharecropper, defended himself
against a white landlord.

The Workers Defense League, with
the cooperation of the National As-
sociation for the Advancement of
Colored People, is pressing Waller's
appeal. At least $2,000 is needed to
carry the appeal to the Supreme
Court. He can be saved from the
chair only if $350 is raised by Nov.
26 for appeals in Virginia's courts.

Waller's case is labor’'s case., Read-
-ers are urged to contribute to the
$2,000 needed for the appeal. Address

the country, and yet the "‘cap-
tains of industry” are worried
that the 40 hour week will im--
pair the "defense’’ effort! Don’t
they know that according to the
government’s own figures, it will
take close to a year and a half
“for the slack of unemployment
to be taken up?” Why this rush,

with all its aspects of a planned -

attack, to repeal a law that has
been in operation for only three
weeks?

That the object of the drive is to
repeal the wage and hour law, or to
emasculate it so that it will be
meaningless, is abundantly clear. Mr.
Sloan, himself, let the cat out of the
bag when he distributed a prepared
manuscript of his speech, which con-
tained the following sentence that
was omitted from the speech as de-
livered: “The penalty for overtime
should be canceled during the emer-
gency to encourage a longer work
week.”

Lovely sentiment, 15n’t it, especial-
ly when big business is coining prof-
its so fast that they can't even keep
track of them? Professor Schlichter
of Harvard Universily joined the
chorus with his proposal for an
amendment to the Federal Wage-
Hour Law to permit negotiation of
agreements for a forty-eight hour
week in “non-defense” industries.

For some weeks now, leading in-
dustrialists and capitalist economists,
together with the editorial staffs of
certain newspapers, particularly the
New York Times, have been making
the argument that the United States
cannot compete (in armaments) with
countries where labor works 60 hours
a week. The 40 hour week, they
claim, will ruin the United States
just as the 40 hour week ruined
France under Blum and the Peoples
Front. Some even go so far as to
say that the reason France was con-
quered by Hitler was because France
had a 40 hour week. Labor, if it is

patriotic, they conclude, must volun- *

farily accept a longer working week.
Mr. Sloan tries to make his pro-
posal more palatable by seourround-

ing it with two ideas. He would leng-.

then the working week only “if the
point' is reached when the slack of
unemployment has been taken up
and the increasing speed of industry
has ' been utilizéd to the fullest prac-
tical extent.” If we take Mr. Sloan
literally, we. do not-have to face the

\

And Still They Complain

The financial and industrial interests of this ¢ountry are doing a lot- of
croaking these days about the perilous condition of business and the low
profits they are making. Every day one or another of the leading financiers
or industrialists makes the press by announcing that business is endangered
and canrot prosper unless the work week is lengthéned and wages remain
stationery or are reduced. Behind this public attack on labor conditions and
standards is a grand . .scheme to increase even more the present enormous
profits made by the American capitalists.

Information can be obtained from the little-read financial periodicals or
banking reports where figures on business and profits are contained for the
information of the few who read them. Of especial inlerest is the economic
bulletin of the National City Bank of New York, for the month of November.

Speaking of general business conditions, the bulletin states: “The in-
dustries and the commodity markets have had another busy month in Octo-
ber. For the most part manufacturers have continued to sell more than they
are shipping, and their unfilled orders have piled up further . . . Manufac-
turers can see a highi rate of operations ahead for some time.” The bulletin
goes on to state: “An index of new orders compiled by the National Industrial
Conference Board, which is based on reports from about 700 manufacturers,
in September climbed above the peak reached during thé rush last Fall,
following the outbreak of war. This was the sixth consecutive monthly rise,
and the increase was the greatest in any month of the six.” Péor manu-
facturers!

The bullétin continues:
outlook disappear when the industries have order books as well filled as
now . . . Steel mill output- is larger than ever before in the country's
history . . . The automobile indusiry is giving strong support to busines}s.”

So much for the business outlook. And what about profits? We are in-
formed that: “Sharp gains in profits were reported in numerous of the

capital goods industries (large heavy industry-Ed.) having a continued re-
covery in volume of business, partly due to the war and the national de-
fense program.” . A tabulation of the statements of 350 industrial corpora-

tions for the third guarter gives combined net profits, less deficits, of ap-
proximately $257,000,000, after taxes . . . For the first nine months, these

companies had combined net profits of $869,000,000, which comparies with
$611,000,000 in the last year and represents an increase of 42 per cent.”

Here is what the tabulated reports show ‘(in thousands of dollars):

Net Profits Per Cent Annua’sRate of
9 months Change Return % {Profits)
1939 1940 1939 1940
i
291 Manufaeturing Groups  §575,581 $819,053 plus 42.3 7.8 10.8
59 Mining, Trade, .
Service, ete. Groups 35439 50,316
350 Groups $611,020 $869,369 42.3 4 104

Remember these figures well: an increase in net profits for 'the first
nine months of 1940 in the amount of $257,000,000! An increase of 42.3%!
And the RATE of profit mcreased from 74% to. 10. 4%, a
percent. '

“Most questions as to the near-future business’

growth of three

3,800 production workers at the Vul-
tee aireraft plant here to end their
strike for a half way decent wage
scale.

Called by the aircraft division of
the United Automobile Workers of
America (CIO), the Vultee strike,
involving a total of 5,000 employes,
constituted the major showdown be-
tween aircraft manufacturers and the
CIO in its effort to organize the
225,000 workers in this industry.

Nearly 65,000 aircraft workers in
this area alone, most of them unor-
ganized, are watching with keen in-
terest the outcome of this battle on
which the future of the CIO in air-
craft hinges.

Want More Pay

Burning issue of the strike, and
among all aircraft workers in this
district, is wages. Most plants pay a
minimum of .50 cents an hour, much
too low for any kind of decent living
standard. The Vultee strikers are de-
manding a minimum of .65 cents an
hour, and a five cent an hour wage
increase for higher paid workers.

Seven weeks of fruitless negotia-
tion, combined with a growing im-
patience on the part of the workers,
forced the calling of the strike, de-
spite repeated efforts of Hillman,
and federal conciliators to settle the
issues by “arbitration.”

The strike was neatly timed also
to put Hillman on the spot at the
CIO convention at Atlantic City,

since it gives an excellent. opportuns, ...«
City Yo expose him as Roosevell’s

hatchetman in the labor ‘movement
against the workers' interests,

Men Enthusiastic

Approved by the international ex-
ecutive board of the auto workers
union, the strike is under the direc-
tion of Walter J. Smethurst, director
of the CIO aircraft oragnizing com-
mittee, and former executive assis-
tant to John L. Lewis. L.H. Michener,
international represeptatwe of the
autoworkers, and Wyndham .Marti-
mer, aircraft organizer for the UAWA,
complete the trio handling this strike.

Since the strike is well organized,
the workers full of pep and enthusi-
asm, great responsibility rests on
these individuals to prevent a phoney
“arbitration” agreement. They are
obviously acting under guidance of
itheir respeclive political factions
within the CIO who are out to em-
barrass Hillman and expose Roose-
velt's pre-election demagogy about
safeguarding labor's gains.

In view of the heat against any
strike action whatsoever, especially
in aircraft, the mere calling of this
strike represents a forward stride
for aircraft workers since it empha-
sized that the aircraft workers not
only have the right to strike but
can strike successfully,

Of course, the filthy newspapers
and gutter sheets hére are filled with
howls about a “calamity” against na-
tional “defense.”

Fantastic Profits

However, the aircraft companies
are making such huge war profits and
are so dizzy from prosperity that
the general reaction is in favor of
the strikers obtaining a substantlal
wage increase.

Vultee has a backlog of $89 000,000
in British and U.S. government or-
ders, on which a profit of between

10 to 18 per cent is guaranteed, Ev-

eryone knows this, so the old baloney
about “we can't afford to pay more,”
hasn't been attempted much by the

company.
Rather, the company is trying to
make “national defense” the issue,

and cleverly hides behind the skirts
of the war department, the federal
conciliators, and the notorious Mr.
Hillman. " |

Martin Dies, notorious labor baiter,
issued another violent statement
about “1,200 spies and saboteurs” in
the airplants around here, as part of
the preparation ifo raise a phoney
red and spy scare to force the strik-
ers back to work without obtaining
their demands.

Army Against Strike

A special delegation of U.S. Army
officers made their appearance today
at the plant, headed by Colonel Low-
ell Smith, army procurement chief,
in a crude attempt to 1mpress the
strikers and terrorize them.

The tremendous national signifi-
cance of this strike has not escaped
a single one of the various forces
c]ashing here The U.S. . Army is
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LABOR ACTION

Fascism and the Imperialist War by max shachtman

. ARTICLE THREE

The already voluminous literature of discussion
in and around the radical movement is concerned
with the question of the day: What should be the

“ working-class or socialist attitude towards the war?
And well it might be concerned with this question,
for on the answet to it hinges nothing less than
the future of humanity.

Nine-tenths of yesterday's radicals or near-radi«
cals have already foresworn their old allegiances.
We said this, that, or the other thing yesterday?
No matter., We say the opposite today. Fascism has
changed everything. The Austrian house-painter
has, you see, wiped out capitalism, his Blitzkrieg
threatens to wipe out the world and our way of

life, and we?—we proceed immediately to wipe out
the class struggle and our principles. In different
accents, in different forms, our ex-radicals are all
saying one thing. Support the war against Hitler!

Yet, no matter where they e¢ame from originally,
no matter what specific set of principles they are
abandonhing, no matter what fortn they couch their
pleas in, the ex-radical gentlemen have one thing in
common. They and their arguments tend to gravi-
tate in one direction: the superannuated patriots of
the right wing of the social democrats in this coun-
try , the New Leader crowd. A case in point is the
versatile Sidney Hook, professor of philosophy in
one of our illustrious universities, ace-Marxologist,
part-time politician, advisor of the people, and now,
expert in matters-of-war.

'A Changing World—Hook Proves It

As a teacher, not only of university students but
also of the radical movement, you would expect
that he has something difinite to say. And so he has.
®nly, what he says today differs from, and more
often than not contradicts, what he said the day
before. His outstanding distinction is the fact that
in about a decade of public political activity he has
not held a single important political view for more
than a twelfth-month. If there were any doubt that
this is a changing world, the hospital chart of
Hook’s political fevers would speedily dispel it.

‘He first acquired political prominence by active
intellectual sponsorship of the presidential ticket of
the Stalinists in 1932, when “Third Period” idiocy
was gathering full speed. We find him next as the
theoretician of the strange combine that was founded
under the name of the American Workers Party.
After a few months of its existence, he helped
bring about its fusion with the Trotskyist organiza-
tion, out of which came the Workers Party of the
United States. Exhausted by this progressive but
brief effort, he dropped out of the organized move-
ment entirely. Since then, he has shifted steadily to

the right. His attacks on Bolshevism increased in
volume, malice, and distortion, but still he insisted-
that he was a revolutionary socialist. Fnally, he
took to writing for the New Leader, organ of as
corrupt and shoddy a gang of right-wing “social-
ists” as you want to find. It was a bad symptom.
When Hook was taxed with it, he protested that he
had nothing whatsoever in common with the gang,
that, though he despised them, he was utilizing their
invitation to write in order to put forward “his
own" ideas. We thought differently, and we said so.

Finally, in the New Leader of August 31, 1940,
Hook, having absorbed the surrounding atmosphere
like a sponge, comes forward as a full-fledged so-
cial-patriot, singing the praises of the holy war
against fascism. He, the “radical,” the “Marxist,” is
triumphantly presented by Abe Cahan's editors to
demolish the revolutionary socialists whose views,
as one of them says, “are drawn from archaic tradi-
tions, or a hyper-thyroid and garrulous revolution-
ism.” '

Let us see from the job he does whether the lab-
orer is worthy of his hire,

A Re-Hash of Social-Patriotism

Hook is for supporting England against Germany,
and for the U.S. government sending all aid to
England. If that means U.S. entry into the war, he

. cannot for the life of him understand “why should
. socialists oppose a war against Hitlerism?” The ar-
guments against his position—and substantially his
article is directed against us of the Workers Party
—he divides into four parts, which we will list
and number:

ONE: It is wrong “to assume that what was a
valid position in respect to the first world war must
still be wvalid in respect to this one.”

TWO: It is wrong “to substitute the question:
‘Who is responsible for the present war? for the
question: ‘What are the consequences to democracy
and socialism of victory by one side or the other?’,
and to conclude from the fact of equal responsibili-
ty that the consequences of the victory of either
side will be the same.”

THREE: It is wrong “to wax eloquent about the
dangers of one course of action so as to ignore the
greater dangers of any practical alternative.”

FOUR: “Only one serious argument has ever
been advanced against socialist support of a war
against fascism. 1t is asserted that such a war will
bring totalitarianism to the democracies which en-
gage in it . . . The possibility cannot be gainsaid.
But the probability of such an outcome is much less

" The Character of the

Is it a reactionary war? Is it an imperialist war?
of capitalism and imperialism, war and fascism.
is what we used to ask, and answer affirmatively,
about the war to come, the war now being fought.

. So did Hook. But he does it no longer. On the ques-
tion of the character of the war—not one word. In
place of an answer, we get the profoundly smug
platitude which ought to go over big in Hook's
freshman classes: It is wrong to “assume that what
was a valid position in respect to the first world
war must still be valid in respect to this one.” We
do not assume that it must be valid. We set out to
prove that it is valid, and no-one, least of all Hook,
proves the contrary.

The last world war was a struggle between im-
perialist powers, each seeking either fo preserve
old plunder or acquire new plunder; it was not a
sizuggle between Republicanism (France) and Mon-
archism (Germany) or between Culture (Germany)
and Czarism (Russia); neither side played a pro-
gressive role and the war was reactionary on both
sides. The present world war is likewise a struggle
between two imperialist bandit camps, one seeking
to preserve its plunder, the other seeking to take
it away; it is not a struggle between Democracy
(England) and Fascism (Germany); neither side
is playing a progressive role and the war is re-
actionary on both sides.
| That is how a socialist, Professor Hook, approach-
es the guestion. And that is why your first point
is spurious. :

Hook’s second point is no improvement, and that
on both questions, the one he considers legitimate

than that a triumphant Hitlerism will result in to-
talitarianism everywhere . . . But in a war between
ihe democracies and Hitlerism, there are only two
practical courses of action open for socialists: either
to devote their energies to help the democracies
win, or to oppose them and thus weaken their
struggle against Fascism. The first may lead to to-
talitarianism; the second will lead fo totalitarian-
ism."”

Now if this wretched re-hash of social-patriotic
apologetics were written by a contemporary of those
“socialists” who dragooned the workers into the
war of 1914, it might be passed over in silence just
as one passes in pitying silence an incurable drunk-
ard who is found lying in the gutter for the fiftieth
time. But this is written by Sidney Hook, the emin-
ent “Marxist,” that is, by a man who knows better.

There is a horrible world war going on now. If
was not unexpected. It was not unforetold. We
Marxists saw it coming; we predicted it; we ana-
lyzed it in advance. So did Hook. Our self-styled
socialist undertakes in his article to analyze the
war and recommend-the aftitude that should be
taken towards it. But although he covers almost a
whole newspaper page with ink, he does not—this
Marxist of ours—spend one word to ask and answer
the first, elementary, indispensable question:

Présent War

and the one he says is illegitimately substituted for
it. The question of “responsibility” is not arbitrary,
beside the point, or merely a matter of moral
judgment. It relates directly to the question of the
character of the war and the socialist attitude tow-
ards it. To be sure, we understan® why Hook con-
siders the gquestion of “responsibility” illegitimate;
it is most embarrassing to all the “democratic”
war-mongers. But above all, it is pertinent.

The present war is, except for minor shifis, a
direct continuation of the war of 1914-1918, The
“peace” of 1918-1939 was nothing but a long inter-
val between battles. It was an armed truce during
which the belligerents, the principal imperialist
rivals, re-assembled their forces, re-armed, jock-
eyed to occupy the most favorable fighting positions
for the resumption of the war. The last war was
not caused by the fact that the Kaiger's left arm
was shrivelled; the present war is not caused by
the faet that Hitler's soul is shrivelled. Both wars
were caused by the clash of imperialist interests
and appetites. The real stakes in the war, then
and now, are not Kaiserism or Democracy or Fas-
cism, but which imperialist gang is to dominate
the colonies of the world, the commercial lanes, the
sources of raw materials, the fields of investment,
the spheres of influence, the sources of cheap labor.
In the last war, the imperialist lusts of Germany
were strangled by the noose of Versailles. In this
war, Hitler wants to strangle Britain with a Ger-
man Versailles. And Britain, the citadel of Democ-
racy? Her aim is to fasten upon renascent German
imperialism a super-Versailles! Let Hook deny it.

The Consequences of a Position

But what about the famous ‘consequences to
democracy and socialism of victory by one side or
the other”? To deal with this point requires dealing
also with Hook's third and fourth points.

Our *“socialist” has completely abandoned the
idea that the working class can raise itself, by its
own independent action, out of the slime.and horror
In our own “archaic” and “hyper-thyroid” way, that
The world has gone to the dogs, and the working
class along with it. Only one of the two imperialist
gangsters can emerge triumphant. And we, poor
impotent souls? Our only hope is to carry. liberty
to Germany on the points of those imperialist bay-
onets which are a “lesser evil” as compared with
the other imperialist bayonets. “A defeat of Hitler
in all likelihood will lead to a socialist revolution
in the Fascist countries,” writes Hook. Is it not our
turn to say: It is wrong “to assume that what was
a valid position in respect to the first world war
must still be valid in respect to this one”? It wasn't
valid in the last world war either, to be sure, but it
was the Kaiser-socialists in Germany who argued
that “a defeat of the Czar in all likelihood will lead
to a socialist revolution in Russia”; and the Anglo-
French social-imperialists who argued that “a de-
feat of the Kaiser in all likelihood will lead to a
socialist revolution in Germany.” No, Professor
Hook, when you snitch the arguments of Scheide-
mann and Cachin, you should give credit where
credit is due. It is bad manners to plagiarize.

Let us look further into the quite relevant gues-
tion of consequences.

Does Hook know how Hitler has succeeded, to a
great extent, in breaking down the socialist spirit
and morale of the German working class? Not by

force alone. The whole Fascist ideology is based
upon the notion of the identity of interests of all
classes. There is no class struggle, say the Nazis,
there is only the nation, and the nation is the race.
How do the Fascists dispel the internationalist
“‘doubts” of the socialist masses in the country? By
pointing to the class-collaboration and social-im-
perialism of their “comrades” in the *democratic”
countries. “Do_you see how they unite with their
governments in war time? Do you see how they
defend the ill-gotten colonial gains of their mas-
ters?” By these far from stupid arguments, the Nazis
tear up the fabric of socialist spirit in the heart of
the German workers.

Hook has either forgotten the Saar plebiscite and
the experience in Sudeten land or else he never un-
derstood them. Why did the Sudeten-German social-
ist and communist masses move over by the thou-
sands to the banner of Henlein-Hitlerism? Their
nationalism, their capitulation, were fed powerful-
ly by the nationalism and capitulation of the Czech
social democrats and Stalinists to the Czech bour-
geosie,

The first consequence of labor and socialist sup-
port to the imperialist democracies in the war is a
consolidation of Hitler's ideological stranglehold ov-
er the German masses. Hook can dispose of the
Versailles of 1919 and Churchill’s super-Versailles
plan of today by pretending he never even heard

.of it, or if he did, it is not important; the German

masses are not so nimble.

But there are other consequences, just as bad or
worse. Hook tries to scare the old maids editing
the New Leader—who are scared enough as it is—
by warning against the policy of civil war against

the democratic capitalist government while it is at
war with a Fascist power.” Good. In order that the
old maids may get at least one night's sleep, we
promise on our word of honor not to start a civil
war the minute the Roosevelt-Cahan-Hook Holy
War Against Fascism is launched. In return, let us
see what Hook will have to promise, that is, what

are the consequences of his pro-war policy.

Hook ridicules the fears that some capitalists
here will not fight Hitler. “Rather should such a
fear lead us to a drive for the successful conelu- .
sion of the war against Fascism, in the course of
which Hitler's allies (in England or the United
States. M.S.) can be exposed.”

From It Flows a Program of Action

Now, unless this is all a literary exercise, cer-
tain consequences, that is, a certain program of
action, among other things, must follow from this
position. You cannot “drive the successful conclu-
sion of the war against Fascism” by bombarding
Berlin with copies of Hook's philosophical works.
With due deference to them, something more potent
is needed nowadays. The first objective of the
“drive” must logically be: a tremendous armaments
program that will enable the U.S.A. to catch up
with and outstrip not only Germany, but Germany
plus Italy plus Japan plus any other allies they can
muster. More than that. Modern war requires the
replenishment of used material at a greater speed
and in greater volume than ever before. And re-
member. This war is not a week-end excursion.
Both Churchill and Hitler envisage a duration of
at least five years. ;

All this will require a bit of doing. It will mean
imposing an economic burden on the country—
heavier every day—such as it has never known.
Who will bear this burden? The population as a
whole? All classes of the population (surely Hook
has heard that there are classes in the United
'States)? And how will this burden be divided among
the classes? What share will be allotted to the
workers and the farmers, and what share to the
capitalists? Will it be equally distributed? And
above all, who will decide on the distribution?

The government will decide, yes, the good, dem-
ocratie, anti-fascist government. What is this gov-
ernment? Is it above all the classes, impartially ad-
ministering justice to all? Is it the government of
the capitalists and of the workers? Is it the govern-
ment of the capitalist class—or is this, too, one of
those ideas of Marxism that must be declared ob-

solete, “archaic” and “hyper-thyroid”?

What will be the general line of the decision
made by this government? Hook's colleagues on the
New Leader, at least, are under no illusions on this
score. One of them, the infamous Willi Schlamin,
writes: “Is there any word of contempt strong en-
ough to chagacterize the intellectual and moral state
of people who, witnessing France's ordeal, will dare
to tell their naive audience that you can have both,
peace AND growing welfare for ‘the masses'?” And
the editors themselves write: “France fell because
of too much ease and comfort and the good things
of life, which the people were not willing to ex-
change for ‘regimentation’”. In their way, they are
right, and Hook is wrong. The Holy War of the Dem-
ocracies means an end to the “growing welfare” of
the masses, or any welfare whatsoever. It means
exchanging “ease and comfort and the good things
of life” for “regimentation.” That is, it means the
accelerated decay of the Democracies. into Totalitar-
ianism!

But labor must resist all that, while supporting
the war, says Hook. It must pursue “independent
action” and preéserve its “organizational integrity.”
Presumably, it must resist having the stupendous
economic burden of the war thrown upon its
shoulders, while the bourgeoisie coins its blood-
money profits. Presumably, it must resist encroach-
ments upon its democratic rights. How? By pre-
serving its “independent labor action” and “organ-
izational integrity.” Independent labor action is a
hollow phrase unless it is identical with independent
class action. Against what class is this action to be
directed? Against the bourgeoisie and (begging
your forgiveness!) against its government. At any
rate, not against the working class, let us ardently
hope.

On_ the Side of Which Classé |

We promised Hook not to launch a civil war as
soon as Roosevelt declares war. But what is civil
war? It is only the culminating point of class war,
of class struggle in modern society. In defense of
their class interests, which becomes more and not
less urgent during war, the workers carry -on a
class struggle. In the course of that struggle, they
seek to win and finally do win the support of the
masses of the people. The question is thereupon
posed: Who is to be master at home? The militant,
democratically-organized masses reach out for the
power that is properly theirs. The ruling class
stands in the way, seeking to crush the people by
force. A civil war, of greater or lesser scope, of
greater or lesser duration, of ‘greater or lesser vio-
lence, then ensues,’ ;

Hook is not really aiming at “civil war"” threats,
which come from nowhere. (He knows, of course,
how ridiculous it is to'speak of that.) He is aiming
at the class struggle. That is how all turncoats from
Marxism, from revolutionary socialism, end up: by
renouncing the class struggle, by preaching class
peace, reconciliation, collaboration. That is another
of the consequences of Hook's policy. There are
still othgrs.

Hook would have us support the American capi-
talist government in the war, as the British Labor
Party is supporting its government. He wants to
“drive” for a speedy victory over fascism, because
of the “consequences” of a victory of the other side.
He is against “civil war” (in reality, against work-
ing class independent action) at home because it
weakens the dear old government in its fight against
Hitler.

What, then, would Hook, as emissary to India of
His Majesty's Ever So Democratic Government, tell
the Indian masses to do now? (Surely Hook has
heard somewhere that England is an imperialist

power, where a few million Englishmen democra-
tically exploit and oppréss a few hundred million
Indians.) Would he tell them that this is no time
to fight England, that this is no time to fight for
such an unimportant aim of democracy as national
independence? That such a fight would weaken the
“democracies” and help Hitler? In other words,
woyld he tell them what every rogue and helpmeet
of British imperialism is telling them?

Now, suppose the Indian revolutionists were ve?ry
forbearing and didn't kick Hook down the stairs,
but at the same time refused to take his advice.
Suppose they adopted the maxim known to every
intelligent Irishman: England's difficulty is Ire-
land’s opportunity. Suppose they launched a real
fight for national independence, as the Irish did in
the last war. And suppose further (fantastic assump-
tion, is-it not!) that Democratic England (which
Can Take If, but which Won't Let It Go) orders its
iroops to suppress the Indian democratic (truly
democratic!) uprising. On whose side of the fight
will Hook be?

. Or a case closer to home. Suppose, in one or an-_

other Latin-American country, the masses begin
resisting the—not imperialistic, oh no! just the
“democratic” economic and military encroachments
of the U.S. government. On whose side of the fight
will Hook be? In both cases, the “independent ac-
tion"” of the masses would be directed against im-
"perialism. In one case, it would be weakening the
British Empire; in the other, the American Empire.
The consequences of Hook's position lead straight
to the suppression of revolutionary national strug-
gles for independence in the realms of Democratic
Imperialism. Hook is already speaking the language
of the slave-consoling priest working for the slave-
holder: Your master is bad, but it could be worse.

The Class Strﬁggle Must Go On!

Yes, yes—it will be said—but with all that, you
still cannot deny that Rooseveltian democracy is
“better” than Hitlerite fascism. Quite true. We do
not deny it and we never have. What we have in-
sisted on is this:

The only way in which to preserve and extend
those democratic rights which we have conguered
under democratic capifalism is, in the present period,
to carry on an independent class struggle against
fascistically-infected or fascistically-corrupted bour-
geois democracy. How can any intelligent person
think otherwise, especially after the experiences of
the past few years? The masses entrusted the bour-
geois democrats with the struggle against Hitler,
and they got Hitlerism in 1933. They did the same
in the struggle against Franco—and Franco was
handed the victory by the same “democrats.” They
did the same in Czechoslovakia—and before Benes
fled to teach Chicago students how to preserve dem-
ocracy, he turned the government over to the Syr-
ovy military dictatorship, which turned it over to
Hitler. They did the same in France—and they got
Vichy totalilarianism plus Hitler.

Does the lesson of all these tragedies merely mean
that . . . we must repeat them? Hook can dismiss
all this airily with the sporting reference to the
necessity of taking “risks.” Support of the war may
lead to totalitarianism, says he. And you see, say
his blunter colleagues, in England there is not yet
a totalitarian regime. To be sure, there is not. Why
not? Because countries like the U.S.A. and England,
the former especially, still have great economic re-
sources. France had less. Germany, in 1931-1933,
still less. In England, the war pressure has only be-
gun to make itself felt. Hook, in common with all
the war-mongers, drugs the workers, shuts their
eyes to reality, instead of opening them, showing
them where developments are leading, and warning

them in time. He is not a teacher of labor; he runs
a hasheesh joint for democratic imperialism. He does
not point out that fomorrow, when the going gets
rougher, as the question of “distributing” the war
burden in light of diminishing reserves and re-
sources becomes intensely acute for all classes in
England, the present government or its successor
will be as little able to afford its present “democra-
tic luxuries” as was France (even before the war
began), and later, as was Germany when Hitler
took power. He does not point out that as the war
proceeds, the British bourgeois regime will have to
centralize increasingly all economic and political
power, will have to call for increasingly unbear-
able “sacrifices” by the masses, will have to take
rigorous measures to suppress (and then forcibly
to prevent, in advance) all expressions of dissatis-
faction, economic or political, both at home and in
the colonies.

Hook tries to reduce the problem to the academie
dispute over whether the democracies will surely
become totalitarian, or only probably, or only pos-
sibly! The real problem is: What policy is best cal-
culated to prevent the evolution to totalitarianism
in the bourgeois democracies? Hook says, by sub-
jecting labor to the imperialists, by supporting the
imperialist war, by a “drive” for victory—and all
that entails. That policy is precisely what para-
lyzes labor, what smooths the road towards fas-
cism by removing from that road the only important
obstacle, an independent and militant labor move-
ment. We say, labor must take no responsibility for
the war either before or after it is declared. It must
defend its class interests at all times, its economic
position and its democratic rights. It can do this
only if it maintains complete independence of the
imperialist government and its war. Unless it does
this, its goose is cooked.

His Is the Véice of Despair

Having in mind the banner of the Third Camp
which we have raised in this war, Hook declares
that his views might be invalid if we could prove
that “there exists a third feasible alternative.” Like
the Cannonites, Hook does not see a Third Camp.
But, he implies, if it did exist, and was really pow-
erful force, a “feasible alternative,” he would forego
supporting imperialism and support the Third
Camp of the proletariat and the colonial peoples
instead. Whether Hook knows it or not, there is
the nub of the matter!

Hook speaks with the voice of despair, the voice
of the philistine. There are only two courses open
to labor, says our “socialist”:-one way you surely
get totalitarianism, the other way you may get

.

totalitarianism. In our own ‘“archaic” way, we al-
ways thought the task of the socialist was to point
out to labor how it could get freedom.

The workers are not organized yet, not prepared
yet, not conscious yet. Therefore, the philistine has
always said, it must not be organized, prepared or
made conscious of its power, its goal, its invincibil-
ity. Therefore, the traitor to labor has always said,
it must support the bourgeoisie—oh, of course, the
good bourgeoisie and not the wicked ones.

The workers are not yet ready for revolution
and socialism. Therefore, the masters of logic and
philosophy ,ha\re always said, they must support
capitalism and join with it to suppress revolution.
If, however, in spite of us, the revolution does tri-

umph, they added later on, we shall “recognize” it
once it is consolidated. Meanwhile, however, we
shall follow a policy guaranteed to prevent or at
the very least, to delay the revolution and socialism.

Does Hook know that here, as elsewhere, he is

merely plagiarizing from'the social-patriots af the
first world war? That is exactly how they argued.
Where is your practical alternative? Where is this
revolution you babble about? In Russia, the “bab-
blers” prepared and brought about the revolution
and put an end to capitalism and war, because dur-
ing the war they taught that neither capitalism nor
its war should be supported. In Germany, the “prac-
tical” friends of labor did all they could to prevent
the revolution from breaking out, suppressed it in
blood when it did break out, perpetuated capitalism,
and got fascism plus another, more ghastly war.

Hook writes scornfully. “We will defeat Hitler,
cries the revolutionary Mad Hatter, only by first
defeating the enemy within our own country, those
who are ready to fight Fascism although not yet
ready to fight for socialism.” Churchill, you see, is
“ready to fight Fascism” but he is “not yet” ready
to fight for socialism. So is J.P. Morgan. So is
Henry Ford. So is Getulio Vargas. Such a beautiful
formula! Such an honest formula! And how plausible
it sounds! The country is not yet ready for .social-
ism: it is ready for an imperialist war under guise
of a struggle “against Fascism.” Therefore, sup-
port the imperialist war. That's a few shades worse -
than the position of Karl Kautsky in 1914. We can-
not answer Hook better than by quoting Lenin’s
reply to Kautsky:

“Kautsky's old sophism, here again repeated,
namely, that ‘at the beginning of the war’ the Left
Wing looked upon the situation as presenting the
alternative of either imperialism or Socialism, has
already been analyzed. This is a shameless sleight
of hand, since Kautsky knows véry well that the
seft Wing put forth another alternative: either the
party joins imperialist plunder and deception, or
it preaches and prepares for revolutionary action.”
(My emphasis. M.S.)

We Preach the
Victory of Socialism

That is precisely what is involved today. Hook
wants labor to support the war for imperialist plun-

der shd deception, and, just in passing, contributes _

to that deception. We preach and prepare for the
victory of socialism. We seek to organize (not dis-
organize!) the mighty forces of the Third Camp.
We tell them the truth (not lies) about the war. We
urge them to act independently of the imperialist
war-mongers, not to become their willing slaves. We
tell theml to pursue the class struggle in order to
protect their elementary interests, not to suspend
the struggle. We tell them to rely on their own
strength, initiative, program and leadership, not to
rely on the salvation that will be brought them by
their class enemy and its apologists, Professors in-
cluded.

We tell them to utilize their manifold opportun-
ities to smash a rotten social order, its fascist spawn,
its wars, it misery and sufferings. Hook tells them:
Not now. Let us first help England keep her slaves
in Somaliland instead of turning them over o Italy;
let us first help Wall Street establish its economic
and politieal enslavement of Latin America, lest
Germany and Italy get there first; let us first help
Wall Street bring the slaves of the Dutch East In=
dies under its imperialist sway, lest they fall under

- the swayof Japan. After that is done and a super-
Versailles is imposed on the fascist powers, you
have my permission to talk about socialism, but
not before.

If we follow Hook, however, we will probably
find, as Trotsky once pointed out, that five or ten
years later, capitalism will spawn a super-fascism
somewhere. Hook will then teach us that we must
support Hitler-fascism as a lesser evil in its war
against the super-fascism, 2

Like Max Eastman, Hook began a few years ago
to take “orthodox Marxism” to task for its “mystic
faith” in the inevitability of socialism. Oh no, said
Hook sagely, socialism is not automatically pro-
duced; it is the product of conscious, organized and
directed mass activity. Not bad, eh? Thereupon,
again like Eastman, he proceeded to suspend his
conscious, organized and directed activity-for so-
cialism. ‘Now he's developed to a “higher” stage:
he wants the rest of us to suspend our activity—we
must win the war for demoecracy, at all costs. To-

morrow? Tomorrow he will adopt Eastman’s latest .

conclusion: socialism in general is not so desirable,
after all. We can only hope that he will not develop
to the “highest” stage, where the ex-socialists join
actively with the bourgeoisie in preventing the un-
repentant socialists from carrying on their revolu-
tionary activity. We can only hope. But not with
much confidence.

Sylvia Ageloff

In the last issue of LABOR ACTION we joyfully
published the news that Sylvia Ageloff was at last
ordered released by Judge Trujillo. This joy must
now give way to the disappointment caused by the
Mexican District Attorney Garcia’s order rescind-
ing the release.

According to the Napoleonic Code a distriet at-
torney may set aside a judge's order pending trial.
The defense atlorneys may now subpoena ihe dis-
trict attorney to show cause. This, we understand,
is now being done, but the decision will not b
known for several weeks. ‘

It is our hope that Sylvia, against whom there
has never been suspicién will be quickly released,
just as it is our hope that every strand of evidence

leading from Jackson, the murderer of Troisky, to -

the GPU will
exposed.

be thoroughly investigated and

We shall endeavor to have additional news for

our readers by next week.

SAN FRANCISCO READERS —
YOU
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4 ROUND TABLE DISCUSSION OF
CURRENT EVENTS

Each Tuesday Evening, at 8 p.m.

Room 223, 628 Montgomery Street

What are YOUR problems in connection with
the WAR, the DRAFT, the ELECTIONS, the
whole swiftly moving tide of current
WORLD PROBLEMS?

JOIN IN WORKING THEM OUT! -
Auspices: Workers Party
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To See of Not To See

by Susan Green

You Almost Smell The Salt

“The Long Voyage Home”

It is an old woman’'s tale that sailors go' to sea to
. find peace for their souls on the briny deep. Yet the tale

persists, and even a usually clear-sighted reviewer like
Bosley. Crowther of the New York Times falls into the
fallacy of referring to this entirely unsentimental saga
of the sea as “the never-ending story of man's wander-
ings over the waters of the world in search of peace
for his soul".

This film version of four of Eugene O'Neill's one-act
plays, knit together to make one fascinating story,
leaves no illusions as to why Drisc, Yank, Axel and the
other land-loving seafarers on the old tub of a freighter,
the S.S. Glencairn, added sequel after sequel to that
never-ending story of man's wanderings over the waters
of the world. They were caught in a vicious circle, only
one of whose arcs is the lure of the sea itself. After a
long lonely voyage fraught with danger, they are easy
prey for the first brothel-keeper they meet—and then
gb away with empty pockets. What is there to dq gt
go back to sea? But in this story the old-timers at 'least
have the satisfaction of rescuing young Ole Olson from
their own fate. He returns—with his money—to his
mother on a Swedish farm.

Thanks to the good sense of director John Ford,
who knows when he has the stuff out of which a realis-
tie film ean be made, there isn't even a smell of make-
believe about the S5.S. Glencairn and her tough crew.
It's all there. The dreaminess of a moonlight night in
the Carribbean: First fighting over the daughters of+the
devil who come abroad to smuggle rum and sell their
favors. The merciless fury of a storm, out of which Yank
comes with a fatally punctured lung—and no doctor on
board. The filthy system of shanghaing sailors. The
cruelty of the men, matching: that of the sea, when they
suspect the reticent Smitty of being a German spy. Also
the healing balm of a calm sea and a sun-drenched
deck. It is all there.

On the S.S. Glencairn of 1940 the forecastle is not as
wretched a hole as the one I remember in the O'Neill '
play. Also, it seems to me that in the play the men
were much more rebellious when they learned that the
ship had loaded a cargo of explosives for England. But

~ these points, however interesting, are still only minor
criticisms of a film in which the story, the directing,
the acting, the photography, are iops.

Gimme Too!

Or Hollywood Pulls Out a Plum

. A recent item from that cultural centre of America
brought the glad tidings that the motion picture industry
has turned over its entire facilities to the army for the
.production of films to be used in the training of the
conscripts called under the Selective  Service Act. A -
nice, big-hearted, altruistic thing for Hollywood to do,
no?

Yes—until you get down to the end of the item,
where it says that—

Gordon Mitchell, manager of the research council of
the Academy of Motion Picture Arts, who will be in
active charge, has just come back from conferences in
Washington with a government allotment of $250,000
of the $5,000,000 Hollywood is to get in connection with
the first group of conscripts. The implication is that

more millions are to go Holly-ward as more conseripts
go camp-ward.

Unless you are a conscript, you w111 not have the
pleasure of seeing any of these pictures te be produced
solely to meet the “national emergency”. They will not
be released for the geneml publie, but will be used only
as a visual “educational” course for new soldiers. Of
course, the army will be working hand in glove with
the motion picture industry.

Needless to say, this lucious plum is being shared by
all the Hollywood big shot pay-triots: Paramount, Twen-
tieth Century-Fox, Columbia, Warner.

Definitely, To See

Walt Disney’s "Fantasia."

You have probably some time or other yawned
through a movie short which attempted to visualize
music for you. Don't let that prejudice you against going
to see Disney's Fantasia which has been described as
“gseeing music and hearing pictures’. It is a work of
great beauty and imagination, and accomplishes its
purpose of bringing to an audience fine music together
with the color, movement, characters or what-have-you
that might be imagined to fit that music.

Our good fortune, of course, is that we get here not
the color, movement, characters, etc.,, that might occur
to anybody, but those that occurred to Disney and his
co-artists. So Fantasia is made of the Disney sense of
humor, his sense of the drama of color and movement,
of rhythm and synchronization. We have here his clever
use of the similarities between entirely dissimilar things,
his affectionate attention to minutiae, his exploitation
of the unexpected.

The show begins as a concert does. The orchestra
tunes up. Leopold Stokowski appears, and under his
music-molding hands the orchesira gets to work. First
comes a Bach selection and with it fascinating patterns

. of color and motion that ‘catch every nuance of the

music as well as its spirit. Then Tchaikovsky's Nut-
cracker Suite, in which the Chinese Dance is done by
mushrooms, the Russian dance by thistles and orchids.
Mickey Mouse later appears as the best Sorcerer’'s Ap-
prentice in the world, and never in all my experiences
at dance recitals, have I seen better dance rhythms than
in Disney's Sorcerer's Apprentice or in his Dance of the
Hours—that old-time ballet, which Disney burlesques
by using ostriches, hippopotami, elephants and alligators
as his corp de ballet. To Stravinsky's Rite of Spring,
with its exploding discordances and its weighty, thump-
ing rhythms, Disney gives us the convulsions and up-
heavals of the earth as it moulded itself into land, moun-
tain and sea, millions and millions of years ago, to-
gether with the evolution and demise of the formidable
dinosaur. The effects are as awesome as the music.

Beethoven, Moussorgsky and Schubert are the others
on the program of eight selections, all beautifully com-
plemented by Disney’s imagery. There is unfortunately
no space here for more detail.

The one thing I regret is that Fantasia can, as yet,
be seen only by a very limited audience. It is being
shown at few theatres throughout the country. The eve-
ning prices of admission in New York range from 75¢
to $2.20, with very few seats at 75¢. Whether it will ever
get to the local theatres at regular prices is a matter of
doubt, because its showing requires special theatre
equipment.

'As the Vultee Men Struck

LOS ANGELES, Calif, Nov. 15—
The boys had been raring to go all

before a contract is signed. It’s this

of the CIO autoworkers' union. “We

week long. Now it was here.

At 5 o'clock this morning the 1,200
grave yard shift workers formed
picket lines at the Vultee gates.
Good-natured, spirited, and orderly,
the men walked out after having
participated in two brief-sit-downs
during the week.

It wa stime for action. Seven weeks
of stalling was enough. Long over-
time and extra days combined with
the never-ending rush for speed had
exhausted the workers, and their pa-
tience. -

“It's like a vacation for a change,”
one picket remarked. He had been
averaging 12 hours a day for over
two months, he said.

Soon the 2,000 morning shift work-
ers arrived. They joined in the picket
lines or else hung around across the
street. The company shut down com-
pletely.

It was a glorious day to strike.
Clear blue sky overhead and a warm
sun beaming down on the youthful
looking pickets just added the right
touch. Besides, all the boys knew the
company had rush orders, $80,000,000
worth, the papers said. It was a
good time to strike.

Among the strikers were a few
hundred ex-Douglas aircraft work-
ers, victims of a blacklist following
the sit-down strike defeat in 1937.
It was a pleasure to get back at
the bosses.

It was a source of strength to know
this strike was prepared, the work-
ers were solid, and the chances good
for a real victory. The Aircraft Or-
ganizer, official strike paper, reflects
the feelings which the ex-Douglas
boys have. It takes the whole thing
calmly.

Feel Confidence
Confidence could be felt every-

where. The strikers were sure they .-

were right. “Everyone knows the big
profits - the aircraft companies are
making. We just want a decent wage.
That isn’t asking too much,” another
picket explained. -

Absolute immediate minimum (ret-
roactive to Oect. 11) of 65 cents an
hour—that was the main demand for
the 50 cent an hour boys. For others,
an immediate wage increase of 5
cents an hour. “If we fight for some-
thing for everyone, we'll stick to-
gether better,” a striker said.

“Many of our men go to work at
Vultee for 50 cents an hour and they
are promised five-cent raises at the
end of three months. When that time
comes, these men are transferred to
another department,” a shop com-
mitteeman explained.

_ That's the way the boys see it. The
strike is a question of getting what
they deserve. All this newspaper talk
about national defense, Sidney Hill-
man's role, etc, isn't what's con-
cerning them mainly today.

There is much worry, however,

- about being ordered back to work

arbitration business. Telegrams com-
ing from Hillman in Washington and
stuff like that.

These are some of the things the
strikers talk about as they parade
back .and forth, overseas caps worn
jauntily on their head, and union ban-
ners carried high. “They Can't Beat
Us,” one sign says. “They Shall Not
Pass,” says another.

Most of the men are new union re-
cruits, “I signed over 30 in my de-
partment last week,” an experienced
unionist declared They are {frisky
like young colts.

Union headquarters is the proverb-
ial beehive of activity. The Women’s
Auxiliary is all set with the soup
kilchens. Telegrams of support come
pouring in, even from unorganized
aireraft plants. The strikers' own chief
of police directed the diseiplinary
committee. The clean-up committee
ig rushing around.

Wyndham Mortimer, CIO auto-
workers' sub-regional director, is
talking to reporters. “We will have
about 50 men at each gate and will

“keep several hundred others in re-

serve,” he explains.

He was critical of the National De-
fense Advisory Commission. “They
would not force the company to raise
wages. I can't see how they can
force us to work for lower wages,”
Mortimer declared

A couple of the pickets were talk-
ing about the radio speech, delivered
last night before the strike was called,
by L.H. Michener, international rep-
resentative of the aircraft division

got our side out to the public right
away,” one of them bhoasted.

“He told the public that we weren't
going to tolerate the company hiding
behind the slogan of national defense
in an attempt to perpetuate low
wages in the industry,” the other
volunteered.

“The well-being and health of
225,000 workers is just as important
to national defense as building bomb-
ers,” he added.. This represents the
line taken by the union officially.

A reminder was given to the strik-
ers to be sure to pick up their pay
at 2:30 today, since the company had
made all arrangements to give out
the checks. There wouldn't be much
worry about s}nke relief. No one
expects the strike to last over a
week,

Union publicity had prepared the
strikers against the shock of a sud-
den red scare. The political tinge of
the leadership was fairly well-known,
but everyone was discreet about it.

“The big question is, ‘what's going
on behind the scenes?” a militant
unionist told us. “What's being said
over the telephones from Washing-
ton? Is Hillman going to force the
strike to be called off?” He was wor-
ried. He was plenty. suspicious of
Hillman's role.

“We gotta stand firm. We ought to
get a signed contract with the wage
increase before we go back again,”
he declared. And that about sums up
the attitude of the strikers.

The strike looked good today.

bear Mary—

Glad to get your last letter and hear that Joe is back at work It must
take a lot of worries off your mind. Guess you'll be able to get the winter

draft, was his number high, or low?

clothes for the kids now. You haven't ‘written yet how Joe made out in the

There’s lots of fun around here now with the coming CIO Convention.
Most of the boys wereé so sore after John L's speech that they wanted to
kick him bodily out of the CIO. And some of them are going to the con-
vention to see that it is done! So they’'ll put in Phil Murray! I can’t see that
he will be any better. The main point today is still to see that our wages are
kept up and when the Defense Board, Roosevelt’s Defense Board, doesn't
care whether the boss lives up to minimum wage agreements, it seems to
me they are taking the leadership in cutting wages. The little shops will
say—well Bethlehem doesn’t pay union wages, how can you expect us to?
And Ivfurray was one thousand percent behind Roosevelt—he seconded Wal-
lace’s nomination at the defmocratic convention. That means he is behind

Roosevelt and his Defense Board.

Not that Willkie would have been any better—the same thinig to us.
The elections only go to show how much labor needs its own party—its own
political program and candidates. Seesawing between democrats and re-
publicans forever will never get us anywhere. If Murray thinks he can get
more from Roosevelt after the election than before, he's nuts. Roosevelt
didn’t have to promise us a thing to get the enthusiastic endorsement of 75%
of labor unions. Afterward he can tell us to pound sand and what can we do
about it? Trust Hillman? His main job up to now has been to say “no

strikes”.

No wonder I get hot about it. If you can't strike how can you win?

—you've given up your final and best weapon—your trump card, so to speak.
Well don’t complain because this letter is all about unions! Of course
it is, that's all I think about. Sis and the famlly are fine. Liet's hear from you.

Fraternally,
Sally

Vultee—

(Continued from page 1)

Bsitter about the shut-down. They
want the stirikers forced back to
work and would like to make strikes
considered treason.

The aircraft manufacturers know
that if the Vultee strike is won, the
minimum wage of .65 cents an hour
will soon prevail in all other plants
and cut in on their bloody profits.
That's why they have a solid united
front against the strikers, and are
putting pressure on all government
agencies to assist them save their
profits.

Vital for CIO

For the CIO it is a make or break
proposition. The last attempt of the
CIO in aircraft ended with the fail-
ure of the Douglas sit-down sirike
m 1937. Its loss caused a great de-
cline in CIO prestige in this area to
the advantage of the AFL.

The AFL machinists union is a
strong competitor for erganization
with the CIO in aircraft. The AFL
has contracts covering 14,000 em-
ployes of the Lockheed Corp. here,
the Consolidated Aireraft in San
Diego, the Vega plant in Burbank,
and the Boeing aircraft plant in Seat-
tle, Washington. Very important is
the fact that the AFL was able, de-
spite Hillman’s maneuvers, to obtain
a 62% cent an hour minimum at the
Boeing plant recently.

Aircraft workers are not primarily
concerned with the question of what
section of the union movement they

The Cio

and AFL conventions will
be completely reported and
analyzed in the next is-
sue of LABOR ACTION.
Both conventions are of
extreme importance for
the American labor move-
ment. No worker should
miss the next issue of

LABOR ACTION.

-

are affiliated with. They want to
support the union: which does the
most for them.

The CIO strike leaders realize this
fact very well. They must obtain
some real concessions for the Vultee
men or the CIO is on the down grade
again.in aircraft.

Since each action of the top lead-
ership was taken in closest coopera-
tion with the shop stewards and the
rank and file of the union, it is clear
that the union leadership understood
thoroughly the need for the most
powerful kind. of .solidarity in view
of the great forces working against
the strikers, There is no question but
that the rank and file is ready for
any kind of struggle to obtain its

emands.

Since the John L. Lewis wing of
the CIO is in full charge of this
strike, its future depends largely on
the course of the struggle between
Hillman, representing Roosevelt and
his war plans, and the Lewis forces
at the CIO convention.

Effect on Aireraft

Developments in the next few days
are bound to open the eyes not only
of many of the strikers but of sec-
tions of the labor movement that
“national defense"” means defense of
profits against the just demands of
the workers.

The Vultee strike has created fer-
ment among all other aireraft work-
ers in this area, judging by many
reports, and the workers are solidly
behind the Vultee strikers because
they know a victory there means an
immediate gain for themselves.

Barring a complete sell-out, all the
way down the line, much more is
going to be heard in the next period
from the aircraft workers. Even the
forcing of a retreat on the part of,
the strikers by the acceptance of an
“arbitration board,” with its inevita-
ble chiseling down of the union's de-
mands, will only dampen, but not
stop the aircraft workers struggle to
better their miserable conditions.

World at War

(Continued from page 1)

Hitler is probably putting pressure
on the Vichy government to root out
the DeGaulle movement from Africa.
The capture of Gabon in French
Equatorial Africa by the forces of
General DeGaulle and his further
advances into African territory con-
trolled by the Vichy government,
represent a threat to Hitler's and
Mussolini’s strategy in the Mediter-
ranean.

JAPAN’'S PART

Now that Japan is a part of the
Axis they too may be called upon to
do their part in the event of a big
push in the Balkans, the Near East
and Africa. That may be the explan-
ation for the continued withdrawals
of Japanese troops from China to
Japanese bases in the south which
are within closer range of Hong-
Kong, the Phillipines, Singapore, the

Dutch East Indies and southern Indo- -

China.

An Axis campaign in the Mediter-
ranean plus the extensive raids on
British ocean shipping is, certain to
keep the British fleet with more
than its hands full and will certain-
ly immobilize it for any action in
the Far East. It is more than likely
that the United States will have to
assume the full burden against any

Lenin on Conscription in 1917

L

. . . America‘s real object in enterjng this war is to prepare for war against Japan. The

American people enjoy considerable freedom, and it is difficult to believe that they will tolerate
conscription, the creation of an army for aims of conquest, for a struggle against Japan, for ex-
ample. The Americans can see from the example of Europe what this leads to. And so the Amer-
ican capitalists were obliged to intervene in this war in order to find a pretext to create a powerful
standing army under cover of the lofty ideal of fighting for the rights of small nationalities.”

— From a speech delivered by Lenin in Petrograd on May 27, 1917, one month after his re-
turn from exile and published for the first time in English in 1940 under the title ““War cmd

the Workers"
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Big Business Opens Attack on 40-Hour Week

(Continued from page 1)

problem until 1942 at the earliest.
The phrase, however, can very easily
lead to differences of opinion should
we admit that a lengthening of the
working week is valid if there is
no longer any unemployment.,

Mr. Sloan's co-worker from the
General Motors Corporation, Mr.
Knudsen, as head member of the De-
fense Council in charge of produc-
tion, may very well decide that “the
slack of unemployment” has already
been taken up. For these gentlemen
require the existence of a huge num-
ber of unemployed in order to Keep
wages down. Throughout the history
of capitalism, the bosses have found
it very profitable to keep millions
unemployed. They know ‘that when
a worker sees that there are dozens
of unemployed workers ready to take
his job at starvation wages, he won't
be very apt to go on strike or ask
for an increase in wages. Since big
business is working at high capacity
today, they seek to extend their prof-
its by increasing the length of the
working week.

Obviously, it would be a bit too
crude for the capitalists and their
apologists to come right out and say
that hours of work have to bée leng-
thened so that the present high lev-
els of profits can be maintained and
exceeded. So the reactionary attack
against the wage and hour law is
dressed up. Above all, it is cloaked

~under an attack on inflation. Every

waorker, of course, is against inflation,
because it undermines his standard
of living. Says Mr. Sloan: “The great-
est source of inflationary danger at
the moment is in the increase in
wage rates and its impact on cpsts.
It deserves the most profound con-
sideration.”

About the only thing that we can
agree on with Mr. Sloan is that this
whole question (of wages, hours,
costs, prices and profits) deserves
“the most profound consideration.”
Our conclusions, however, are quite
different and, we think, would make
for a genume deense of 1ab0r<~; dern-
ocratic rlghts and standard of hvmg

To begin w1th prices, according to
the United States Bureau of Labor
Statistics, have already gone up
17%% % in this country since the out-
break of World War IL° That, it
seems to us, justifies labor in asking
for at least a 17%% increase in
wages., Even Mr. Sloan would be
forced to agree with that according
to his own reasoning. Then, big-bus-
iness profits have gone up at least
200% on the average Ssince the out-
break of the war. Just let labor ask
for a 200% increase in wages, and

‘what a howl would be set up by

these gentlemen who measure their
patriotism by the size of their pock-
etbooks!

We are not interested in increasing
or protecting the profits of the capi-
talists, but solely in defending and
extending workers' living standards.
To defend these standards, steps
must be taken to resist Sloan's pro-
posals. In effect Sloan is calling on
Roosevelt to do what Daladier did in
France—whittle away the gains of
labor, beginning with the 40-hour
week.

Should unemployment be complete-
ly eliminated, we are still, in prin-
ciple against increasing the length
of the working week in.order to in-
crease production. How would we in-
crease production in order to cope
with Hitler's slave economy? Very
simple. By eliminating profits. That
way you place at the disposal of so-
ciety greater wealth. With produe-
tion planned in the interests of the
workers, production could be in-

creased many times above the pres- -

ent levels without lengthening the
working week by so much as one
second. Hours of work could prob-
ably be reduced. Standards of living
could certainly be raised. And that
would mean the end of capitalism.

Inflation

Every argument of Mr. Sloan and
his brother capitalists is a fraud. The
real danger of inflation at the pres-

Masterpieces of
Understatement:

“The Socialist Appeal this week
covers the Molotov-Hitler discussions
in a five inch item. We quote the
caption: “MOLOTOV PAYS COUR-
TESY CALL ON HITLERITES.”

Japanese offensive. For this purpose
American imperialism undoubtedly
has an agreement with Great Britain
which would enable her to use Brit-
ish bases in the Far East. It is re-
ported also that the United States is
negotiating with the Thai government
and is offering her a loan and other
concessions in order to assure her
support: against any attempted Jap-
anese offensive.

ent is not through labor asking for
higher wages, but through the bosses
raising prices in their mad seramble
for higher profits. The only way a
-capitalist government can prevent in-
flation in wartime today is through
the establishment of a totalitarian
system.

Workers should not be amazed or
taken in by the hypocrisy of the at-
tack on the 40 hour week. The bosses
and their agents, like hounds scent-
ing the trail of the fox, realize that
this is their big opportunity to abol-
ish all the reforms of the New Deal,
to put “labor in its place,” so that it
will never be able again to interfere
with the making of profits. The work-
ers must realize, and must make their
unions realize, that the 40 hour week

Our Readers-

and -other reforms were not given
to them by Roosevelt. On the con-
trary, the workers of this country
won the 40 hour week and collective
bargaining by their own fighting
power and the strength of their own
organizatidns. The workers can keep
the 40 hour week and their unions
and a chance for a decent sfandard
of living only if they are willing to
fight for them. And this fight can
be won if the workers rely on their
own organized strength—on the pow-
er that lies in huge numbers organ-
ized for a common goal. It cannot
be won if the workers depend on
“their friend in the White House,”
who is already sending the army
through picket lines, to fight their
battles for them.

Take the Flsor. .

The Hun;lwriting on
The Wall

Dear Editor:

Al Sloan of General Motors fame
let the cat out of the bag when he
advocated before the Academy of
Political Science on November 14
that two steps be taken by industry,
to wit:

1—A six-day working week—

2—Elimination of penalty payments

for overtime work—

Al was careful not to specify the
length of the working day, but I'll
bet you a subseription to LABOR
ACTION against a membership in the
Junior Chamber of Commerce that
his mind was not toying with a six-
hour day nor even an eight-hour
day. That he was roundly applauded

‘by his audience goes without saying.

The important aspect of Sloan's
proposals-is that they follow, step-by-
step, the actions of the ruling class
in France. If we compare the Blum
government to the Roosevelt admin-
istration, we can find a great many
correlations in the concessions won
by the French and American work-.
ers under the Blum and Roosevelt
governments, respectively. Precisely
in the same manner can we now wit-
ness the onslaught by the American
ruling class on the gdins made by
labor, even as the French ruling class
attacked the shorter hours and bet-
ter pay won by the French workers
under Blum, The French ruling class
was victorious in nullifying these
gains. The French working ¢lass, hav-
ing nothing left to fight for, refused
to sacrifice its life for a rontinuation
of exploitation by its ruling class. If
we must be exxploited, so they rea-
soned, what difference whether it is
done by Hitler or the 200 families?
The French owning class, fearing re-
volt, welcomed Hitler within their
borders “to keep order.”

The greatest mistake the American
working class can make is to de-
pend on Roosevelt to maintain their
gains for them. Under the guise of
“defense” the concessions won by
labor will be whittled down until
they become non-existent. No new
laws are needed to accomplish these
anti-labor aims. Mere sabotage, such
as refusal by the government to en-
force the Wages-and-Hours Law, the
Social Security Act, the Labor Rela-
tions Act, will be sufficient to de-
prive the American workingman of
even these inadequate concessions.

In the next period the American
worker will learn that concessions
paternally handed down from above,
can also be taken away from above.
The concessions gained by struggle
on the picket line, through union or-
ganization, are the only gains that
can %e counted as permanent, if vig-
ilantly watched over.

But no matter how vigilant a union
and its membership may be, it has
no control over enforcing the laws
that were handed down by a relucti-
ant Congress in the face of sit-down
strikes and other militant actions.

Any reactionary move made against
labor will be rationalized by “de-
fense” needs. If workers kick about
it, they will be held up to condemna-
tion for their lack of “patriotism.”

But not a single concession need
be relinquished. On the other hand—
now is the time for labor fo make
further gains. The enormous ex-
penditures for the tools of whole-
sale murder will undoubtedly stimu-
late the demands for the services
of American workers. That's the time
to insist on higher pay and shorter
hours. If the working class will rely
on collective action, through their
unions, to make further economic
advances, they will be mad. If they
rely on “paternal” government for
such advances, they will get fooled,
even as the French workers were
fooled.

-

Alfred Sloan of General Motors
has sounded the warning.
WORKINGMEN TAKE HEED
Use every concession as a stepping
stone to further demands.
" St, Louis Worker

w

WAY OFF ON
THE WRONG TRACK
Editor:

Philip Marsh considers the intel-
lectuals wvery hypocritical because
ithey do not maintain an anti-war
stand as true socialists should. The
answer of such accused intellectuals
is very short and effective. They ask
where are the intellectuals. of the
conquered - lands in Europe? These
intellectuals are certainly not func-
tioning in their native lands. They
are exiles, or dead or defeated.

The fighting intellectuals are smart
enough to have learned that if they.
do net fight, there will be nothing
1618 f6¥ “thém' to do at all. -
"'OBViously the European intellectu--
al who stayed at home and hoped. to
continue the struggle now has no
chance whatever. His only hope is a.
foreign military victory—which will
be undertaken by quite ordinary fel-
lows —regular tradesmen, plumbers
and so on. They will win the fight
for intellectual liberty although they
may not know much about the sub-
ject.

The world is composed of more
than just one piece and more than
one event and happening can take
place at the same time. Thus an in-
tellectual may see that there will be
no hope for socialism at all if fas-
cists gain their complete sway over
the werld. So he has to be anti-
fascist first and before all other
things. This is rightly so. It is plac-
ing important matters where they
belong. He can still have his social-
ism for further reference and use—
when the time is opportune. It won’t,
be if Hitler comes.

It has been forever impossible to
so order everything in the world as
to make all things perfect for each,
person. There are bound to be sad
tragedies in life. Rabid socialists set
up the most perfect standards for
everyone and then shout if some
poor ordinary thinker does not meet
their exacting standards.

Yours truly,
Chicago Carl Peterson
(See Shachtman Article—Ed.)

SEES EFFECT OF
WAR HYSTEIFIA
Comrade Editor:

Halloween was celebrated with
amazing violence this year. After
several years of relatively guiet Hal-
loweens, it had seemed that Hallo-
ween was on the way to become a
harmless evening of children’s apple-
bobbing parties. Presto! — the year
1940—and Halloween arrives upon the
scene with renewed fury.

Streets are barricaded, trolley wir=
es are pulled down, aufos are over-
turned, parked cars are riddled with
buckshot, bonefires are built in the
middle of streets. But these events
pale in comparison to the real
explanation, and that is—War.

Why should Youth fear to risk its
life, when soon it will be drafted
and sent to the imperialist slaughter?
Why not be comtemptuous of prop-
erty rights? Are we not to be maimed
and butchered to defend these very
same rights? The rights of others
can have but little meaning to those
who are about 1o die.

Thus war, the greatest crime of
capitalism, has cldimed another vic-
tim. Theodore Beidler, you were
slain by a system that cannot let
youth live. Your seemingly insane
act is but a reflection of a greater
insanity, a whole economic system
gone mad—capitalism in senile- de-
mentia.

Fraternally,
_ Richard Swift
Cleveland, Ohio
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Editorials —

OUR PROGRAM AGAINST
THE WAR

1. Not a man, not a cent for Wall Street’s
war. All war funds to the unemployed.

For a rising scale of wages to meet
Inereasing cost of living. Thirty Thirty
—$30 weekly minimum wage—30-
hour weekly maximum for all workers.

Expropriate the Sixty Families. For
Government ownership and workers
control of all war industries—avia-
tion, steel, chemicals, railroads, public
utilities, ete.

Against both imperialist war camps.
For the Third Camp of World Labor
_and the Colonial Peoples.

Let the people vote on war. For the
right of youth to vote at the age
of 18.

Abolish secret diplomacy. Open the
files of the State Department.

Withdraw all armed forces from terri-
tory outside the United States. Free
the colonies. Hands off Latin America.

Against compulsory military training
and conscription.

For the defense of civil liberties and
workers’ rights. Stop the persecution
of aliens. Against the M-Day Plans
and war-time dictatorship.

For full social, economic and political
equality for Negroes. End discrimin-
ation against Negroes in industry and
trade unions.

For an independent Labor Party.

For Workers’ Defense Guards against
Fascist and vigilante attacks.

No confidence in the Roosevelt gow-
ernment. For a workers’ government
and a people’s army.

For Peace through Socialism. For the
Socialist United States of the Ameri-
cas, for the Socialist United States of
Europe, and for the World Socialist
Federation.

From All Sides

Elsewhere in this issue a worker-
correspondent sees ‘‘the handwriting on
* the wall” in the current drive to raise the
ork-week, This is indeed a warning to
labor, and labor must pay it careful heed.
The attack has come not only from the
outright spokesmen of the capitalist class,
such as Sloan of General Motors, but
from the government spokesmen of the
bosses as well. Thus, the week which wit-~
nessed the huge publicity given to Sloan,
also witnessed significant statements by
‘two government officials: Secretary of
War Stimson, and Labor Board chairman
Millis.

Speaking before the AFL convention,
Stimson “assured. his audience that "I
know that labor will contribute its fair
share of the sacrifices needed for de-
fense . . . | come to assure you that if,
as the danger approaches, further efforts
and further sacrifices are required, as they
probably shall be, we shall call upon all
groups in fair and equal proportion to
make these sacrifices and not upon labor
alone.” '

Speaking before the Academy of Poli-
tical Science, Sloan delivered his widely
publicized plea against the 40-hour week,

. and tempted his listeners with the guar-
antee that “’Output can be increased 20
percent by working six days a week in
place of five days.”

And, speaking in his capacity as new-
ly appointed member of the Labor Board,
Harry A. Millis committed himself to the
philosophy that ““When an emergency
arises it is up to everyone to buckle down
and work as many hours as needed.”

Now, take these three statements and
add them up. The result you get isan . ..

Organized Drive

—to destroy those gains won by labor in

bitter and hardfought battle.

~ Oh no, they don’t come out openly and

state their aims and purposes. That would

arouse so much protest and indignation

~ that these profit-loving gentlemen would
be compelled to run for cover. They there-
fore cloak their vicious schemes in the
vaguest of words, and justify them in the
"loftiest’’ of sentiments: “‘sacrifice’’ in
which all will join equally for the “public
good.”

Sacrifice there will be a-plenty. But it
will not come from the bosses and their
ridle off-spring. The workers will sacrifice
their lives and their toil—so that the
bosses may indulge in the equal “sacri-
fice’ of sweating with the labor of toting

_away ponderous packets of profit.

Do we misinterpret the honorable Mr.
Stimson, or the pay-triotic Mr. Sloan?
Sloan, an unsentimental business-man
left small grounds for misinterpretation
despite his talk about taking up unem-
ployment slack. He wasn’t talking to a
trade union convention the way Stimson
was (and why was there no outburst of
protest among.the delegates when Stim-
son made his speech?). Stimson had to'
sugqr-cout has plea.

bute its fair share of “sacrifices.” How
does he “know’’ it? He knows only that
the army brass-hats who are under his

; = 5
jurisdiction, and every other instrument

of government, will be used to terrorize,
to compel labor to “sacrifice.” He knows
that in California where the Vultee work-
ers have gone out on strike, the bosses
and army big-wigs are working hand in
glove. He knows that certain of the labor
leaders are as pawns in the hands of his
\capitalist class. He hopes that all togeth-
er—army, state, boss and Hillman type
of labor leader—they will be able to force
this sacrifice out of the working class.

These are not isolated instances ripped
out of context and distorted in their mean-
ing. Their meaning is abundantly clear.
The very appointment of Millis to the La-
bor Board is proof.

The elections were hardly over before
Roosevelt manifested the reactionary
trend of his third-term by appointing Mil-
lis. Millis is a professor of economics
known for his conservative views. No, he
is not against trade unions. He is against
them only when they are militant. Unions
that don't cause ‘‘trouble,” that don't
strike, such unions will find an earnest
friend in Millis. Union-leaders that do
their best to stamp out labor militancy will
always find a ready listener in Millis.

Labor must “buckle down and work a5
many hours as are needed.”” Does he mean
buckle-down so that no man need go
hungry? so that no child need go without
shoes? No, that kind of “buckling down”’
is not needed. This country with its vast
resources and industries could provide
plenty and security for all—were it not
for the capitalist monsters who feast on
the system of insecurity and impoverish-
ment.

"Buckle down, working-man,” cry the
bosses and their stooges. ‘“Our national
defense, the defense of our bloody invest-
ments, our profits need your sacrifice. Go
back to the sweatshop. Work until you
fall dead on your feet. Work double hard.
Work day and night. We want to grasp
a world for exploitation. We want bigger
banks to house bigger profits. Sacrifice,
working-man, it's for the greater glory of
our empire!”

No, fellow-workets; . . .

We Can’t Yield

—that easily. We fought for decades
to win the eight-hour day. Many of our
brothers died in this fight. Unions fought
sacrificing and bitter battles to gain it.
Shall we now give up what is ours,
we who with the sinew and bone of
proletarian strength built the factories
and houses that are rightfully ours? Shall
we descend to the level of working-beasts
because our enemies, the bosses, see great-
er profits to be made in war and the prep-
aration for war?

Our answer must be a resounding NO!
Rather than yield an inch on our living
standards, we demand instead that these
be raised. We will yield the forty hour
week only for a.shorter week.

That is our answer: Take the offensive
against the boss campaign.

Demand a Thirty-Hour Week with Thir-
ty Dollars minimum pay, and no reduc-
tions where the pay is higher.

Demand Workers’ Control of the War
Industries so that no cent of profit will
be coined out of workers' blood.

Stand solid in union-organization. Meet
the thrust of big-business head-on. Send
it reeling under the impact of proletarian
might and solidarity!

I

They Know

“As for war, bear in mind that cam-
paign promises on both sides were against
participation in ‘foreign war.” But they
dont mean much. If war comes, it will
start with incidents which can easily be
construed as ‘foreign’ attack on United
States interest.” Thereupon it will become
not a ‘foreign war,’ but ‘defense of the
United States.’ .

Two and two put together suggest that
our course is toward war.

As for timing and the precipitating in-
cidents, no one knows, but many informed
persons talk about the possibility by next
spring.

A common note in many solemn con-
versations about war is, this: We shall not

burst into war all of a sudden. We shall

creep into it. A little bit here, a little bit
there, advancing toward participation. Ir
this sense we are already in it, but the

public doesn’t recognize it.”
?From the Nov. 9 issue of the Kiplinger Letter,
‘which is “circulated privately to business men.

Heated Discussion on “News”
Marks Opening of CIO Meet

) (Confinued from page-1)-
speech: began what he called an ac-
counting for his stewardship for the
past five year period.

The Speech
This first speech of Lewis wasn't

long. It was concerned with a dis-

cussion ‘of matters pertaining to his
leadership of the CIO and some of
the controversial questions that have
arisen since his pro-Willkie campaign
speech. He said that what he had
done what was his considered judg-
ment and that if he had it to do
over he would not change his posn-
tion.

“There were those,” he said, “who
hoped that the Democratic Party
would do something about the fifty-
iwo million empty bellies in the
country. Well go ahead and hope. I
take my stand with the fifty-two
million empty bellies.” This drew tre-
mendous applause. Lewis then told
the convention that he was leaving
the post of CIO president and that
he would be their leader only a few
days longer. He attacked those who
would bring discord into the organ-
ization and cause it to be weakened

by internal conflict in the face of
_the big job to be done. (This was

interpreted to mean the Hillman
group). He said that those who say
that the CIO is controlled by sub-
versive groups lie. Continuing his at-
tack on his critics Lewis said, “I
was something of a man before I
became president of this organiza-
tion and I will be something of a
man when I leave. That's what I
think.” His answer, at least to some
of the handclappers was, “your ap-
plause does not ‘enthuse me over-
much, your attacks move me not at
all.”

At the close of the speech there
was another ovation. The Stalinist
cheering sections however had been
a little weakened and discouraged by

Leon Tnolaley on

the categorical declaration of Lewis
that he would not retain his post of
president. With some of them it was
as though they had been ducked in
the cold waters of the Atlantic just
a few hundred yards away.

The Stalinists were not finished

-howe'ver, for all during Monday and

Tuesday telegrams were pouring in
from locals all over the country de-
manding that Lewis stay on. The
overwhelming majority of these tele-
grams were from unions and locals
either dominated by the Stalinists or
where they have an appreciable in-
fluence. The dullest part of the con-
vention was sitting and listening to
the reading of these “canned” tele-
grams. There was one telegram from
a steel local demanding that Lewis
resign. One from a Jewish local of
the United Office and Professional
Workers of America, asking the con-
vention to accept Lewis' resignation.
This telegram also condemned the
draft Lewis movement. One came
from the American Catholic Trade
Union Association of Detroit calling
for the unity of the AFL and CIO.
There were a few telegramg praising
the work of the CIO and promising
continued support, but omitting the
demand for Lewis to continue in
office.

Credentials Report

The credentials committee reported
on Monday that 548 delegates had
been- seated in the convention. The
final report on the number of dele-
gates to the convention has not been
made. There are delegates from
every section of the country and of
every race and creed of the national
population. There are miners, smelt-
er. workers, packing house workers,
cereal workers, textile, steel, agri-
cultural, marine, radio, office, auto-
mobiles, glass, clothing, furniture,
forest, cannery, oil, quarry, - paper,

Collape of Demacracy

After the war a series of brilliantly victorious revolutions occurred
in Russia, Germany, Austria-Hungary and later in Spain. But it was only
in Russia that the proletariat‘took full power into its hands, expropriated its
exploiters, and knew how to-create and maintain a Workers’ State. Every-
where else the proletariat, despite its victory, stopped half way because of
the mistakes of its leadership: As a result, power slipped from its hands,
shifted from Left to Right, dnd.fell prey to Fascism. In d sétiés of other
countries power passed into’the hands of a military dictatorship. No-

. where were the parliaments capable of reconciling class contradictions

and assuring the peaceful development of events. Conflicts were “solved

arms in hand.

The French people for a long time thought that Fascism had noth-
ing whatever to do with them. They had a republic in which all ques-
tions were dealt with by the * ‘sovereign people- through- the exercise of
universal suffrage. But on F ebruhry 6, 1934, several thousand Fascists and
Royalists, armed with revolvers, clubs and razors, imposed upon the coun-
try the reactionary government u,f Doumergue, under whose protection the
Fascist bands continue to grow, and arm themselves. What does tomorrow

hold?

Of course in France, as in certain other European countries (England,
Belgium, Holland, Sw:tzerland the Scandinavian countries), there still
exist parliaments, elections, democratic liberties, or their remnants. But
in all these countries the class struggle is sharpening, just as it did pre-
viously in Italy and Germany. Whoever consoles himself with the phrase,
“France is not Germany,” is hopeless. In all countries the same historic
laws operate, the laws of capitalist decline. If the means of production re-
main in the hands of a small number of capitalists, there is no way out
for society. It is condemned to go from crisis to crisis, from need to
misery, from bad to worse. In the various countries the decrepitude and
disintegration of capitalism are expressed in diverse forms and at un-
equal rhythms. But the basic features of the process are the same every-
where. The bourgeoisie is leading its society to complete bankruptcy.
It is capable of assuring the people neither bread nor peace. This is pre-
cisely why it cannot any longer tolerate the democratic order. It is forced
to smash the workers by the use of physical violence. The discontent of the
workers and peasants, however, cannot be brought to an end by the police
alone. Moreover, it is often impossible to make the army march against
the people. It begins by disintegrating and ends with the passage of a
large section of the soldiers over to the people’s side. That is why
finance capital is obliged to create special armed bands, trained to fight

. the workers just as certain breeds of dogs are trained to hunt game. The

historic function of Fascism is to smash the working class, destroy its
orgamzat.lons, and stifle political liberties when the capitalists find
themselves unable to govern and dominate with the help of democratic

machinery.

The Fascists find their human material mainly in the petty bourgeoisie.
The latter has been entirely ruined by big capital. There is no way out
for it in the present social order, but it knows of no other. Its dissatis-
faction, indignation and despair are diverted by the Fascists away from
big capital and against the workers. It may be said that Fascism is the
act of placing the petty bourgeoisie at the disposal of its most bitter enemies,
In this way big capital ruins the middle classes and then with the help of
hired Fascist demagogues incites the despairing petty bourgeois against the
worker. The bourgeois regime can be preserved only by such murderous
means as these. For how long? Until it is overthrown by proletarian

revolution.

— From WHITHER FRANCE, 1934, pp. 79.

The Power of i-_f,Eredici'ion...

In the Socialist Appeal of July 13, 1940, that is, more than four months
before Molotov’s visit to Berlin, F. Morrow wrote as follows:

“Panic-stricken by the consequences of the Stalin-Hitler pact which so
enormously facilitated German imperialism’s conquest of Europe, the Kremlin
is embarking on a new orientation-—toward an alliance with the imperialist
enemies of German nnperlahsm, above all. with the United States.”

What clalrvoyance' W{}‘lat: power nf predlctmnl As I Hauserr ailso oi““

WORK WANTED

shoe, transport, distillery, construc-
tion, utility, ete., ete.

There are men and women dele-
gates present who know what it is
to fight on the picket line from long
experience and many a hard fought
battle. There are Negro delegates. I
saw a gnarled Negro women from
the sharecroppers union—here to get
something to take back to the most
exploited workers in the whole coun-
try. All of them are here because
they believe in the CIO. They ap-
preciate the fact that they are better
off than they were five years ago
and they are determined to go out
from the convention to complete the
job.

Heated Discussion

The second day of the convention
opened with the reading of more
dreary telegrams demanding that
Lewis stay in office. I suppose that
they will continue as long as the
convention is in session. The first
important business was the report of
the Committee on Officers Reports.
This is a committee that discusses
and reports to the convention on its
findings in connection with the an-
nual reports made by CIO officers.
The content of these reports -will be
discussed later. The section of the
report dealing with the CIO press
brought the first heated discussion
in. the convention from the floor,

Baldanzi, formerly of the Dyers .

Federation, which has been merged
with the Textile Workers Union took
the floor to disagree with the evalu-
ation of the CIO News given by the
report. Baldanzi said that the News
was the only paper in the United
States that did not carry a picture
of President Roosevelt after the elec-
tion. He mentioned Len De Caux,
editor of the News, whom he ac-
cused of bias in withholding items
sent to the News by some sections
of the organization.

De Caux was given the floor to
defend his administration of the
News. I thotght his “defense” very
weak. He: didn't seem to be very
sure -of himself. He contended that
he had edited the paper in confor-
mity with the decisions of the execu-
tive council and that the only posi-
tion fakén was laid down by that
body. But we knew that DeCaux was
leaving his defense to Lewis.

A Little Rough

. Blumberg, of the Laundry Work-
ers Joint Board (ACW) also took
issue with the report on the News.
Blumberg objected to the printing
of the Lewis speech endorsing Will-
kie. Then Lewis took the floor to
answer Blumberg. Sensing the situa-
tlon, the convention and the galleries
drew up to strict attention. They ex-
pected something and they were not
to bé disappointed. Lewis said that
hicz speech was printed in the News
by De Caux because he (Lewis) had
requested it. He said that thousands
of telegrams had come in asking for
copies of the speech. And then, de-
spite the fact that Lewis had an-
nounced at the time of the speech,
that he spoke only as a private citi-
Zen and not as the representative
of the CIO; he decided later that
the thousands of copies of the speech
that were asked for should not go
out privately printed, but in the
official organ of the CIO.

This was strange reasoning and I
was surprised that no delegate ¢alled
this to the attention of Lewis. But
John L. had not shot his bolt yet.
He said that he fully endorsed the
way the News had been conducted
under De Caux and that De Caux
had carried out the policies of the
executive council. While Lewis was

_speaking there was some booing. At

this point Lewis did an inexcusable
and impermissible thing. He sug-
gested that if the “gentlemen who
did the booing will come to ‘the
platform we will put on an audition
for them.” One of the booers sitting
beside me stood to let Lewis know
that he was one of them but was
not observed by Lewis. Lewis then
remarked that he would appoint a
committee to bring the booers up
and remarked: “the committee that
I will appoint will bring them up.”
This sounded to me like the John L.
Lewis of an earlier day, the day of
intimidation and rough tactics tow-
ard workers who were demanding

simple democratic rights in the min- -

ers’ union.

The next part of the report of the
Committee on Officers Reports was
the section dealing with unity. This
discussion will be reported in LA-

" BOR ACTION next week along with

a full report on the convention. The
convention was scheduled to last two
days but it looks no was if it will
run through Thanksgiving.

There is one thing that I forgot to
mention. That is the plan to have
Phil Murray replace Lewis. This plan
hit a snag in the negotiations of the
executive council last night where
Murray took the position that he
would not accept unless he could
get a resolution from the convention
authorizing him to eliminate all com-
munists, fascists and nazis from of-
ficial posts in the CIO.

The State of the Nation

5 hard. working, efficient maids
(scrubbing,” polishing, ‘washing) 10¢
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We Say That
This Country

Belongs To
The Workers

By PAUL TEMPLE

“I saw the movie Foreign Correspondent last
night,” said Johnny. “I know you think it's just
.propaganda, but when that reporter made the
speech at the end about arming to defend Amer-
ican democracy and they began playing the
Star Spangled Banner, well—"

BILL: Well what?

JOHNNY: I could feel it in my blood. It makes
you think.

BILL: You mean it STOPS you from. think-
ihg. Since when do you think with your blood?

JOHNNY: Aw hell, you know what I mean:
It appeals to something deep down inside of you.

BILL: So does a juicy steak. What does it
appeal to—your brain or your glands?

What Kind of Patriotism?

JOHNNY: There you go joking again. I'm
dead serious. It seems to me, if you're an Amer-
ican, you've got to feel that sorta thing with
your heart. There IS such a thing as loving your
own country and wanting to see it get ahead,
even though a lot of fakers talk that way too.
And there's such a thing as standing by your
country, just because you're an American.

BILL: All right then, let’s love our country
and make it get ahead and stand by. That goes
for all Americans, huh?

JOHNNY: Certainly.

BILL: And all Englishmen—

JOHNNY: I should say so.

BILL: And, of course, all Germans—

JOHNNY: Of cour—Wait a minute! A real
patriotic German'd be against Hitler and that
bunch of lice that runs the German government.

BILL: So it all depends on whether you like
your government!—But look, Hitler is making
Germany get ahead, he's made it powerfuld
Shouldn’'t a German patriot be glad about that?

JOHNNY: Say, you're not justifying Hitler,
are you? i {

BILL: Not a chance .BUT YOU ARE. If think-
ing with your patriotic blood is all right for
Americans, then what's wrong with it for Ger-
mans? This propaganda is drugging you the same
way as Hitler drugged the German people. Hit-
ler tells the Germans: “Stand by! England and
France have kept us down since the last war
and took away our colonies and tried to make us
a second-class nation. Now, we even up. Don't
be a traitor to your country just because you
‘don’t like the government!” Then the band plays
and everybody feels it in their blood. .. .

JOHNNY: I know there’s something wrong
with what you're ‘saying . . . Here’s the way I'll
put it: I'm a patriot for democracy That's why
I'm for America, because it’s democratic.

BILL: Then the Star-Spangled Banner and
your blood has nothing to do with it. If what
you ‘say is'sd, it ought to be the same to you if
you were born on a desert ifland.—The propa=
ganda gets you both ways. If your brain works
a bit, they tell you: Fight for democracy. If it
doesn’t, they wave the flag and tell you: Fight
for your country and the Red, White and Blue.

JOHNNY: So what? It comes out the same
both ways.

BILL: Not exactly. lt didn't in France. They've
got the Red, White and Blue there too, and they
waved it at the beginning of the war. Now the
lice who ran the government are doing what?
KOWTOWING TO HITLER. But they're sull
waving the flag. Patriots, aren't they? :

JOHNNY: No sir, they're traitors. And any-
body who supports them is scabbing on the ﬁght
against Hitler.

Bill: I'll go you one better: same goes fqr

. anybody who supported these same lice last year

too. I told you then that they weren't interested
in democracy OR patriotism but only in defend-
ing their PROFITS against Hitler. That's why

they can malke a deal with Hitler, THAT'S WHY 7}

THE “PATRIOTIC” MANUFACTURERS IN THE
US.A. GO ON A SIT-DOWN STRIKE WHEN-
EVER THE GOVERNMENT MAKES A MOVE
TO LIMIT THEIR PROFITS. And you haven't
heard Roosevelt making any speeches denouncing
them, have you?

JOHNNY: Damn it, you always get me all
mixed up. But I STILL think my kind of patriot=
ism is all right. And if the bosses try any double=
dealing I'll say, Down with 'em.

e
Be a Patriot of Your Own Class!

BILL: Trouble is, it's too late AFTER the.
double-dealing, when you're all shuffled up.—
Well, you've been two kinds of patriot so far.
First you were patriotic about the Star Spangled
Banner. Then you were patriotic about democ-
racy. The bosses are patriotic about their prof-
its. OK, I'M A PATRIOT TOO:

JOHNNY: About number one?.

BILL: No, ABOUT, MY CLASS. I'm against
Hitler because he crushes the workers, not be=
cause he’s a German. That's why I'm against the
American bosses and their stooges in Washing-
ton too.—And what's more, I love this country
more than they do.-

JOHNNY: Now you're talking.

BILL: Sure—I love this couniry so much I.
want to take it away from these Wall Street
parasites and give it back to the people.

-}
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