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By MAX STERLING

Whatever illusions the statesmen
of the “democracies” had about Mar-
shal Petain were completely shat-
fered by his two-minute broadcast
to the French people in which he
declared that “for you, the French
people, it is simply a question of fol-
lowing me without reservation along
the path of honor and national in-
terest.”

With this bluster about honor, Pe-
tain was telling the French people
to accept the alliance already worked
out between Vichy and the German
conqueror. The speech was followed
up by Nazi airplanes landing in Sy-
. ria. Roosevelt and Churchill at once
accused the heads of the French state
of betraying their pledge to give no
aid to Germany—enemy of their ex-
ally, Britain. In fact, they declared,
Petain himself had said that such a
course was mcnmpahble with the
honor of France.

VICHY “COOPERATES”

As we have seen, Petain is capable

of avowing honor in the pursuit of
quite contradictory courses. Among
capitalist staltesmen, the word honor
las long since had little more than
rhetorical meaning, and behind its

- THE WORLD AT WAR
Vichy States Its. Position

As Axis Puppet--Brifish”
Fear Moslem Aspirations

Survey Shows
People Do Not
Want War

A series of polls of public opin-
ion conducted during theé past few
weeks by the Akron Beacon Jour-
nal neatly prick the huge propa-
ganda bubble being blown by the
war-mad Roosevelt Administra-
tion and ils big business backers,
made more profit-hungry by the
tremendous profits already ga.l.h-
ered in the war boom.

The survey of Akron
epinion showed:

That 68 PER CENT were op-
posed to the lowering of the drafi
age.

That 8 PER CENT were op-
posed to the convoying of war
materials.

That 90 PER CENT were for a
referendum on war.

The conclusion is plain: (1) Big
Business wanis war and (2) the
mass of the peeple want peace.

As the country approaches the
day when it will be thrown inieo
the war against the overwhelming
desires of the working people, our
slogan becomes all the more vital:

LET THE PEOPLE VOTE ON
WAE'
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use more than one double -cross has
been hatched.

Roosevelt may indeed feel disap-
pointed. in Petain, and in the failure
of his emissary, Admiral Leahy, to
win Vichy over to the side of non-
cooperation with Germany. Not that
every effort wasn't made—including
quite categoric statements about
where the United @ States stands in
the war. Every means was used to
convinee France that only a British
and American victory could restore
it to its former power, and that in the
long run this vietory was inevitable.
But the men of Vichy remain uncon-
vinced and they keep répeating “Ger-
many will win the war and we must
find our place in the new German
order.”

In their hope fo win France away’
from the Nazis, the rulers of the rich
British and American nations that
can still afford a rapidly diminishing
“democracy,” overlook one essential
feature about decrepit French capi-
talism which goes a long way toward
explaining both the capitulation to
Germany and the subsequent “col-
laboration” -with it. This special fea-
ture about France, which goes even
beyond the undoubied desire of the
French capitalists to restore their
former imperial power, is their AB-
SOLUTE NEED FOR A TOTALI-
TARIAN CHECK  UPON THE
FRENCH MASSES. That is why,

(Continued on page 4)
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O0SEVELT PLANS

.. UNDECLARED WAR!

Jingoes Hold

.Stage at Food

Convention

Sole Progressive
Note |s Defense
Of Strike Weapon

The Hotel aﬁd Restaurant Employ-

ees International Alliance of the AFL.

recently celebrated its 50th anniver-
sary with its first international con-
vention in two years. Delegates at
the convéention, held at Cincinnati-on
April 18-23, represented locals with
a membership of 190,000 out of a total
membership of 230,000. This repre-
sents by far the greatest strength the
organization has ever achieved—but
this gain in the size of the union was
accompanied by a whole series of
reactionary decisions reached at the
convention.

The majority of the convention del-
egates took part in an orgy of jin-
goism. Famous labor “statesmen”
like Dan Tobin were brought in to
whip up an anti-“ism” and pro-war
hysteria among the delegates. After
an 1ll-hour debate, the delegates
adopted an addition to the interna-
tional by-laws barring all supporters
of communism, nazism, fascism or
any other * bUbVClSlVC doctrine from
holding office in the union. With
this by-law under their bell, the
right wing leaders of ihe Interna-
tional will no doubt attempt to purge
several New York,K locals of their
Stalinist leadership.

(Continued on page 3)

——— We Demand

T'he lynching of A. C. Williams, a 22 year old
vouth, by a Florida mob calls attention again to
the constant terror dand insecurity under which
Negroes live in the United States. There arc those
who say that thisslynching is especially to be de-
plored because “there have been so few lynchings
during the' past few years.” This attitude is non-
scnse and has no meaning whatsoever except in a
purely quantitative sense. The important point

that must be emphasized is that Negroes are always.

in a state of being I}'nchcd—l\ul th, Seuth, East and
West. They live under constant threat, intimida-
tion, dislranchisement, segregation, insult and Jim-
Crow; which expresses itsell from time to time in
overt acts of lynching.

There is o basic difference between the North
and the South on, this question. There is no im-
portant difference between the federal government
and the state governments ol Mississippi or Florida.
I'he basic procedure in both is Jim-Crow. Whether
it be the federal government, northern or southern
state governments, northern or southern industry,
the Negro is subjected to the vilest forms of pros-
cription, insult and Jim-Crow as a matter of na-
uonal policy.

it nm i P
A quwraccful Exhibition

Furthermore—as we are witnessing today—there
is no inclination o change this national policy in
times such as the present, when the country pre-
tends to be fighting for the preservation of democ-
racy and the rights ol all the people.

Not only is there demonstrated no inclination
to change, but we are treated to a most ('ll:sLII.lCCilll
insulting and hypocritical exhibition on the part
ol certain whites who claim that they are lor the
right ol Negroes to get a “square deal” in the. “de-
fense” industrics. We behold a group ol white
people signing a petition urging that Negrocs be
-set-up as they

given such places in the “defense”

are qualified to hold. Some of them are John Stew-

art Bryan, publisher of the Richmond, Va,, News-?

Leader and president of the College of William
and Mary; Harry Woodburn Chase, Chancellor of
New York University; Howard Coonley, chairman
ol the National Association of Manulacturers; Mar-
shall Ti¢ld, Chicage merchant; Charles Scymour,
president of Yale University; Matthew Woll of the
AFL; the Cleveland Plain Dealer and the New
York Times. _
These people, and others like them, tell their
fcllow employers that they should give Negroes
jobs and not discriminate against them in the “de-
[ense” industries. But what jobs do these scoun-
drels give to Negroes in their own cnterprises? Ne-
groes get the same jobs and the same treatment in
the aircraft (‘Ompnnies and the machine industrics
that they get-in the enterprises run by the gentle-

men who algned the above mentioned petition.
|

Economtc, Social, Polmcal
Equality for Negro People!

AN EDITORIAL

.

What does Marshall Field mean by calling
on Curtie-Wright ‘or the ‘Bendix Company to
give Negroes jobs? His own business employs
no Negroes and uses ewery ruse-to keep Negroes
from entering the store to make purchases.

Whom is Bryan'of the Richmond News-Leader
and William and M?“"}}:I!f",‘)"i“g to fool? What fight
has he waged in Virginia for equal rights for Ne-
groesz. What kind of jobs do Negroes get on the
News-Leader? Are there any Negroes around Wil-
liain and Mary except-as ‘cooks, janitors and maids?
What would be the fate of Negroes who applied
for admission to \\rllllam and Mary?

And there is ,oonl(‘\' chairman of the National
Association .of l\latmfatlmm What policy does
he have in his own' I,)mtncw on the employment of
Negroes? Would he He willing to go to some of his

“business friends and- hg,hl for a Negro engincer td

have'an enginecr’s job, a Negro draltsman to have
a draltsman’s job or a Negro accountant to work
as an accountant? : !

What about Matihew Woll? Hé is also shed-
ding tears over the exclusion of Negroes from
the “defense” industries. But what about the
AFL, of which Mr. Woll is a vice-president?*

—=What 1has "'Well done about the situation.at Boe- -

ing Aircraft in Séattle? The company claims i

can’t employ Negroes because it has a closed

shop contract with the International Association
of Machinists (AFL), which in a very cowardly
manner excludes Negroes from membership.
(By putting in thé¢ secret ritual that only white
men must be proposed for membership.) Also,
wé would like to ask Mr. Woll whether or not
his own union (the Photo Engravers) admits
Negrqes to mcml)crship or to apprenllccshlp
courses.

We could go on and’ on to ask these questions ol _
others who ]m,tuul to be 5o concerned about the
rights and the welfare of the Negro people. It isn’t
necessary.  Anyone with- the inteligence of a five
year old should know the answers.

T hcy Want 1o Fool Ncgrucs

\\’( know what these p(‘np]n arc talking .ll)cml
The Negroes who Julmd with-them in this p(flllmn
should know also.

Presumably they don’t, and we
will tell them.

The' main interest of the signers ol
this petition is to [ool Negroes and get their sup-
port for the imperialist war.
this accomplished as '(:a:\aily as possible and with the
least ihconvenience l(.)‘ themsclves. They have heard
rumblings among the Negroes. They waut to paci-
fy them. They don't want any “trouble.” They
don’t want Negrocs (o become “radicals.” "They
arc afraid 1o talk about Negro “filth columnists,”
or “subversive” Negroes. They know that Negro
militant workers and revolutionaries can deliver'a
blast that will wither these scoundrels and._ fakers.
' (Continued on page 4)

AFL-CIO Ranks Stand Sblid Agaihst Shipyard _"Yellow-bog" Contract -

By J. W.

SAN FRAN CISCO——E\’CI ¥ lousy trick
in the books has been employed to
iry to break the strike of over 2.000
AFL and CIO machinists in the ship-
yards here, but the ranks are holding
solid.

And 18,000 other unionists working
in the yards have respected the pick-
et lines, refusing to walk by them,
in a remarkable demonstration of
solidarity and’defiance ol orders from
big shot AFL leaders.

The latest trick .against the strilkers
was a threat of Acting Secretary of
the Navy James Forrestal to use
sailors and marines to bust ‘u]'le picl-
et lines.

At a mass meeting, a union leader
reminded the sirikers that the coal
miners had been threatened the same
way and had stuck to their guns and
won.

“Jolm L Le\ms told them to call

© the army and see how .much coal
bayonets. It is-

they could dig

.'-Bureaucr_ats_Tried to Put Over ““Master Contract’” by Back-Door Scheming

even harder
bayonet.”

The strikers know that no one cin
take their jobs. There just aren't
skilled men around. Labor is finding
its own power here. And that is' why
other technigues than old-fashioned
picket line busting are being used.

‘Ma Perkins, Secretary of Labor,
denounced the strike, hoping lo
frighten the workers. It was a puff
of hot wind in a hurricane. '

The AFL Metal Trades Council in
the Bay area, of which the machinists
dare members, denounced the sirike,
bul they haven't got jurisdiction over
the strikers and® were fold so in
plain language. _

John P. Frey, president of the AFL
Metal Trades Depariment, even gol
the Los Angeles Metal’ Trades Coun-
cil to pass a resolution against the
strikers.

But all this was more than coun-
teracted by the immediale support

gj.\.ien:'_.bly gther.AFL unions. and tl}e.

to drive rivets with a ~

whole state CIO movement. Even

Now there is a clever stunt engi-

and by Preventing Democratic Vote

the strikers’ case is when even Gov-

They want to- get -

Harvey Brown, CIO president of the
Machinists Union, endorsed the strike,

since he saw his dominion invaded.

jurisdictionally by Frey. i

Eli P. Oliver, a Hillman stooge,
came here from Waghinglon last
week and tried to sell a fast deal 1o
the local union leaders of the strike.

“Why dont you come lo a union
meeting and tell the strikers this”
the local leaders t{aunted Oliver,
while he cussed a blue slreak, at
which game the local boys showed
him a thing or so, too.

“Tell it to the rank "and file)” is
the technique of the strike leaders fo
the various phonies who seek a be-
hind-the-doors =ell-out. So far, all
have been afraid to face the strikers.

Fyey, for example, threaiens 1o

head personally a march throughi the
~picket lines if the strike isn't setltled

pretty soon. There are a lot of boys
who would like to see him there.
They just want to sh.;.he his hand,
you ‘understand.-

neered by Governor QOlson for Tues-
day night, which might take in some
of the strikers.

Governor Olson came out with a
statement admitting that the men
are striking to maintain condilions
and wages already won. .

He added: "I find a deep resent-
ment against the assumption by the
international president of the Metal
Trades Department of the AFL
(Frey), in whom the machinists do
not seem to have confidence, of au-
thority to make a contract without
their approval.

“These machinists’ unions did re-
ject the.agreement when it was pre-
sented to them, as did all machinists’
locals from San Francisco north.

"A majority of the Bzw Cities Met-
al Trades Council ratified it. but {the
objection to if, notwithstanding that
ratification, is that the machinisis or
otl'lei:_ crafts are not represented ac-
cording to their numerical strength.”

Now you can imagine how strong

ernor ‘Olson, who just gol through
signing -three bills against which the
entire labor movement, AFL and
CIO, protested, comes out with a
tatment as accurate as this one.

He did it for a purpose. It will be
revealed this Tuesday night, long be-
fore this story appears in LABOR
ACTION. He is going to address the
strikers.

His line will be: “You are in the
right; your leaders have sold you out,
but what you must do is change
leaders first. Meanwhile, as good pa-
iriots, go back to work.”

Yes, the strikers should bounce all
the misleaders. But one excellent way
of discrediting and defeating them. is
first. to win the strike.

Olson is. using the niost insidious
method of all to break the strike.
He seeks to utilize ‘the bitter resent-
ment of the men against the sell-out
artists in the AFL and the CIO to
get the strikers to go back to work.

ontlnund on page 3).

-Will Order

Convoys at
B_ehes‘l' of
_Wall Street

Roosevelt has involved the
people of the United States in
the world imperialist war!

The war has not been formal-
ly declared. Its aims have not
been stated. It has not been up--..'
proved, formally or mformully,

by the people of the United
States.

The next step in war entry

will be the use of convoys. Con-
voys will be an official DEC-

LARATION OF UN DECLARED
WAR!

All that will remain will be tha
sending of American troops to bat-
tlefields selected by Roosevelt. That
“l'lll come when an army of sufficient
size is ready and when Roosevelt
thinks it safe to chance ihe resist-
ance of the American people.

Roosevelt made these things un-
mistakably clear in his statement to
a group of Washington correspond-
ents last Friday. Commenting on the
position of the Vichy pro-Axis gov-
ernment, Roosevelt informed the
world that the United States was
“unofficially” in the war. Wall
Street’s spokesman . in. the. _Whitg

iﬁﬂléé teferred to- “‘undeclared war"”

waged’ by “the United ‘States in the
past. Every correspondent present
knew he was referring to THIS war.
Koosevelt gave no secret away. lils ;
course has been clearly one of WAR
FNTRY—-agamsl. the wishes and de-
sires of the American people, who
continue to oppose the war despite:
jingo propaganda heaped on their
heads from all sides. :
Nor was his threat of "undcclared y .
war” surprising. Japan has not yet.
declared war on China! Millions of
American youth may lose their lives
in the bloed and slaughter of impe-
rialist war, years may elapse before
the United States “formally” declares
war. War will be “formally” de-
clared only after some pretext, like
the Zamzam sinking, presents itself.
The Red Sea, said Roosevelt, i
“neutral” water, and United Statés
vessels would consider it such. Ger-.

many, on the other hand, has in- 5

cluded the Red Sea in the war zone.
The meaning of that is plain. ’

Roosevelt will keep the Red Sea (a
vital lane of connection wiith the
Suez Canal) open for British and
American imperialism, come what
1nougn Congress may be de-
bating convoys, we are certain that
ROOSEVELT HAS ALREADY OR-
DERED CONVOYS IN THE RED'
SEA—if not elsewhere. ;

As commander - in - chief of the_
armed forces, Roosevelt can send the
Navy anywhere he sees fit. And it is
a virtual certainty that part of the
Navy is in the Red Sea. Navy om-
cials have admiited that American
participation in the “shéoting” war
will begin on the seas. If the Amer-
ican Navy has not yet been involved
in any shoeting, it will be very seon =
after convoys are officially ordered. =

But Roosevelt has a greater objéct
in mind than defense of the British
positions. He is not concerned with
afding Britain but with aiding, Amer-
ican imperialism — which, at this
time, shares its interests with the
British imperialists. Rockefeller, La-
mont, Wall Street have iruly big
game in mind—nothing less than
world domination. And Reosevelt is
acting accordingly. :

An important statement will soon
be forthcoming, In this" statement
Roosevelt ‘will serve notice on Latin
America that, whether it wants it or
nol, it is henceforth part of the
American Empire —and all other
hands off! Vice-President Wallace
significantly referred to the “greater
American citizenship” which = in-
clndes Latin America 2s well as the
United States. In other words: the
Latin Ampnvan peoples, by the grace
of Wall “Street, are being inducted
into American “citizenship”—and no
back talk, please!

Before this paper is off. the press,
Roosevell may already have taken
the island of Martinique, as well as
other . French possessions. For the
people of Martinique, of Dakar, etc.,
that means the substifution of one_:

Lontiuued on p ge 2)!
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ACTION

#h the Labor Unions

n fhe Picket Line

By Ddvid Coolidge

HE KIND OF UNION WGRKERS WANT

The three-io-one vote of the work-
rs at the Lackawanna plant of the
ethlehem Steel Co..and other vic-
ies of the CIOedemonstrate that

2 workers want to be represented

y @ union that will FIGHT for them.
e workers want unions, but they
‘wani unions that do something more
han just collect dues, initiation fees
pay death benefits. The workers

nt something while they are liv-
ng:  HIGHER WAGES, SHORTER
HOURS and far better working con-
‘Just to carry-a union card in one's
.-pocket showmg that one is a me:'n—

ber of -something that calls itself a
trade union isn’t enough. The union
must gel results; material results, or
it is not mueh service to labor. Union
leaders have to ‘do something more’
than simply draw fat pay checks and
order the membership around.

The results that the'CIO has gained
in recent weeks further demonstrate
the’ only way to get résults fl*om the
bogsses.: All of these gains were won
on the: picket line. They didn’t come
from. the methods advocated by Bill:
Green: sitting down in the bosses’
‘offices: ‘éxchanging eagars and. Imml-
shaklnz, ;

':vHDW TO GET SOMETHING FROM FORD

. Before LABOR 'ACTION appears
gain, the NLRB election will have
een held at Ford's. We expect the
CIO to defeat the whole combination
of Ford, Harry Benhnett, the company
union and the AFL, Ford's man Fri-
ay, Harry Bennett, has announced
that the CIO will win the election
anid that the company will bargain
\'i’.‘it'h‘- “the CIO until “hell {reezes

over.,” Harry added however, that
the CIO won't get anything. Of
course, Harry is-only trying to solace
himself and the old scaundrel who
pays him. He isn't fooling his -er-
ployeés. They .can get. something
from Ford the same way they got it
from Bethlehem: put a mass picket
line around .the plant and keep it
lhere “until. hell freezes over.”

GOUDERT AND THE STALINIST WAR POS%TION

A-man by the name of Coudert,
who is chairman of a legislative com-
mittee investigating “subversive™ in-
fluences in New York City's schools;
says that the 'red peril” is greater

- than the “fascist peril.” “The com-
munist is the confidence nian of to-
talitarianism,”. says ‘Coudert, - “while
the Nazi is the holdup man.”

- We are nol quite certain what
Coudert means by “communist.” Pre-
sumably he is talking about the Sta-
linists. At an rate there is something
wrong in this picture, If Coudert is
carrect, then the United States is
préparing"for war against the wrong
péople. But even taking Coudert's
position, that “reds” are a danger, it
isievident that the bosses are not in
ag'reement with- him.- Coudert can’t
gét John D. Rockefeller to agree that
Stalin is a greater danger to him
than. Hitler. John D. knows that it
is: Hitler that is preparing to grab
his 90,000 square miles of oil lands
in’Iraq. That’s why he is ready for
shooting war against Germany. He
.deesn’'t want the German capitalist
to' grab the wealth through exploita-
tion of the workers of Fraq. John D.
wants to do the exploiting and rob-
bing himself so that he can add to
m fortune his old man' piled up rob'-
g the workers in the ¥. S,

There is something else too about: »

Coudert. He and his kind prefer fas-
cism to any social order that would
sttip the bosses of their power and
profits. As between socialism and
faSmsm these people will always
choose fascism. If the workers fail
tolearn this, they will have a sad

experience before this war is over. -

Furthermore, Coudert and the boss
class don't need to worry theémselves "
over the Stalinists “overthrowing the
government by force and violence.”

All that the Stalinists are concerned

Bt b =i

with overlhrowmg today are the
groups which actually . 'stand for 'so-
cialism and the oyerthrow of capi-
talism. Stalin and his gxmen are the

enemies of socialisin. The Stalinists

claim today that they are against
“imperialist war.”- This is a lie. They
are against the Churchill-Roosevell
camp of the imperialist war. They
support the Hitler-Stalin cawmp. *
Should Stalin get the assurance
that he can hold on longer by com-
ing over to the side of the United
States and England, we will see ev-

ery Stalinist, all their stooges and -

hatchet men hugging the flag, chant-
ing the Star Spangled Banner and

- reciting the Constitution from every

sireet corner.

The Stalinists confuse and betray
the workers just as Hillman and his
gang confuse and betray the work-
ers. Some militant workers join the
Stalinists because they believe thdt
the Stalinists are against the war.
These workers don’t understand that
the Stalinists are against the U. S.
going into the war because Stalin
is tied up with Hitler.

There are other workers' who go
over to Hillman sand the patriot-
warmongers. because they want to
escape the Stalinist . sell-put.. Both
groups of workers must learn that
the correct road ‘is neither the path
to' Stalin' nor the path to Roosevelt-
Hillman. Either,of these roads leads
into the imperialist war.

The Workers Party and LABOR
ACTION set forth week. after weelk
the only road for the working class
in the United States. This is inde-
pendent political action of the work-
ing ‘class apgainst capitalism, against
the present war, and for socialism.
The Stalinists cannot be for this pro-
gram because they are in a block
with' H"ltler one of the leading world
imperialists,

NAM War Council Tells Big Business
The TRUTH About the War's Meaning

By ELLEN MacGUIRE

LOS ANGELES, May 12—When they're among themselves, capitalists are the
frankest people in the world. Last week at the swank Baltimore, Hotel in
Los Angeles there was much frank talk from the National Association of
Manufacturers Without mincing words they statéd what this war means:
For business—profits, profits, and more profits.
For the people—“blood, sweat, and tears.”
Draping their war council in the fancy title of “defense clinic,” the nation's
blégest business tycoons got together to exchange notes on rutining their war.
“War is no longer a matter of conjecture,” said Watt:er D. Fuller, president
of the NAM and of the Curtis Publishing Co.

“It is a matter of time.”

“We, as a nation of peaceful people, may as well face the realistlc truth
that we are engaged in the greatest INDUSTRIAL (my emphasis) conflict in

history.”

Then, with the over-bearing arrogance that business is displaylng more

and more these days, Fuller went on to say,

“We need some of Winston

Churchill’s ‘blood, sweat, and tears’ frankness to open the eyes of fhe Amer-

ican people.”

- “Once we thought we could have guns and butter, too,” said A. .T Brown~
ng, adviser to the director of purchases for OPM. It is perfectly clear now
hat butter has long been voted down by guns.

Browning warned that in the 11 months since the “national defense” pro~
gram has been under way, less than five billion dollars have been spent. By
‘next summer nearly half of the total national income of 75 billjons will be
‘drained into war production, he assured the gleeful profiteers.

‘. These business men have nothing to worry about—escalator c¢lauses:-in ‘de-
enge contracts, low excess’ profits taxes and higher and higher prices will

eep them happy.

- At the same time, the working class can alsd be assured that the' NAM will
see to it that it will be cheated out of none of the “blood and sweat and tears”
hat- are capitalism’s legacy to workers all over the world in t:h‘is year.of Our

sord, 1941,

Cheater M. Colby, chairman of the board of Geneml Foods; Inc., said:
“_Natura.lly, the cost of living is bound to continue to rise as a result of the
efense measures and the greater consumption of food products in those

‘branches of the government which have greatly inereased their persnnnel—

the army, navy and air forces.

Boss Association
Tries to Spike
Wage Increase at
North American

Bpeclal to Labor Action

LOS ANGELES, May 12— Profes-
sional pay-triots have been doing
“their bit' for national “defense” in
Los Angeles. Negotiations between
the UAW and North Anierican Air- e
craft Co. Wwere proceeding with a
minitnum of trouble’ when the Aero-
nautical Chambel ‘of Commerce saw
fit to butt in 4nd demand that the
75 cent minimum be lowered.

President Jouett of the ACC rea-
soned that fhe union's demand was
extravagant because it was “higher”
than the highest CIO minimum ever
obtained.” Richard Frankensteen,
UAW natienal aviation divector, re-
minded him that the recently ‘sigined
contract at Briggs ealls for a mini-
mum starting.rate of 70 cents.
~ Bumptious Jouett was Blasted by
the union for his-intervention. “This
interference by the Chamber of Com-
merce into ‘peaceful negotiations be-
tween a duly elected -collective bar-
gaining representative and a cooper-
ative’ management is entirely un-
called for,” the union statement said.

The excuse for the Chamber's pious
intérvention is that the® union is tak-
ing. advantage of “national defense”
in making its “extravagant” demands.
This .old “taking advantage of the
emergency” wail, coming from men
who have leeched fortunes from the
public by just such tactics, is always
ironical; but coming from this par-
ticular bunch at this particular time,
it' is more than ironical. It is down-
right disgusting.

The production of planes for ‘na-
tional defense” was more than two
months late in starting because ‘the
same sacrificing” group of manufac-
turers was in Washington dickering
to make sure that ordinarily swollen
profits would be doubled: and tripled.

Aircraft manufacturers refused
point-blank to operate unless the
Vinsen-Trammel Act was repealed.
As a result of this pay-triotic lobby-
ing, North American made $7,000,000
profit last year. And it is common
knowledge that profits are increasing
—along with taxes on the working
class.

Now the Aeronautlical Chamber of
Commerce is afraid that North Amer-
ican will set a dangerous precedent
. by vielding pemcefully to union de-
mands for a wage scale that will, in
reality, only balance off skyrocket-
ing taxes and living. costs.

‘Roosevelt-- -

(Contirined from page 1)
-Hated imperialism for another. Thus
does Roosevelt pruceed from one war
step to the next

Before he takes the final step of
sénding American troops, the Amer-
ican people must DECLARE their
opposition to imperialist war, DE-
CLARED or UNDECLARED.

THEY MUST . DEMAND THAT
ROOSEVELT STATE HIS WAR
AIMS — AND THAT THEY HAVE
AN OPPORTUNITY TO VOTE ON
THOSE AIMS.

Every jingo statement issued by
the White House, or one of its: lack-
eys, must be answared with a mass
protest

Every jingo speech\ spoken in the
United States must be countered by
the wmightiér voice of the people.
‘We must nbt give up our fight
against the war and for the right to
vote against the war—not now, be-
fore the “shooting” begins, not liter,
when American youth. is shedding
its blood in a war not its own.

By every means at our disposal—
and - espeocially t-hrougi‘l onr unions—
we must apply eur pressure to the
politicians who are gambling with
our lives and our liberties for the
imperialist stakes of world conguest.

We must DECLARE our ANTI-
WAR position: You, Mr. Profiteer,
fooled us in 1914-1918. You are iry-
ing to fool us again. We want mo
part of your war!

LET THE PEOPLE VOTE ON
WAR!

ACTION

25¢ SPECFAL SUB DRIVE 3

With this issue we are initiating a
new LEABOR ACTION subscription
diive. In order fo introduce LABOR
ACTION to new readers, we have
established a special introductory
sib offer—a three-month subscrip-
tion (13 issues) for only 25 cents.

A tentative quota: has been set of
a minimum of 200 néw subscriptions
in the -next two months . . . certainly
an exfremely modest figure, and one
that we should easily fill, and per-
Haps better. Please note that this
special 25 cent subscription is not
good for members of our organiza-
tion or former subscribers. It is only
for NEW readers, those who have
never subscribed before; it is intend-
ed: purely as an INTRORPUCTION to
LABOR ACTION. :

These 25 cent special subscriptions
will not enly help LABOR ACTION
financially, but will serve as a basis
for obtaining regular subseriptions
later on. And they are very easy to
get. Already Lynn, within a few
days; has obtained two with veéry
little effort, and expects to get many
more. Thirty-four 25 cent subs have
been obtained in New York City
prior to the initiation of this special
drive nationally.

These subscriptions should be vig-
orously pushed at every branch ac-
tivity: house - to - house canvassing,
contact work, at forums,  socials,
street meetings, etc. Circularize our
contact list; run socials for funds to
cnable the branch to pay for subs
for those contacts who can’t afford
fo pay for their own. LABOR AC-
TION will carry a special 25 cent
sub blank in each issue, in case you

are caught short without a blank.

These blanks have been mailed to
all branches.

A letter was sent during the weel
to each branch suggesting a tentative
quota for subs. As soon as we re-
ceive approval or changes on these
quotas, they will be published zegu-
larly, in the paper, together with a
report on how many subs have been
obtained.

So let's get together and really
push consciéntiously ‘on this drive.
Let's really build a circulation for
LABOR ACTION. Let's get hundreds
of new readers and new ‘subscribers.
It can be done!. It must ‘Be dome! All
we've got to do is cfo it

FINANCIAL NOTES

Chicago'South Side branch has paid
off its LABOR ACTION bill, and ex-
pects to make payments regularly in
the future. We can only call the at-
terition of-all delinguent branches to
this shining example, and emphasize
the fact that regular payments dre
better than headache powders.

DISTRIBUTION DOPE

Columbus, Ohio, had a successful
LABOR ACTION distribution in a
Negro district last week. Fifteen pa-
pers were sold, ten left with a prom-
ise of payment the following week,
and tén were given away free. One
regular customeér promised to get a
subscription. They write that they
expect to increase their bundle soon.

Lynn writes that during the past
two weeks LABOR ACTION has
been distributed at a Leather Work-
ers’ Union meeting, and they plan a
sale there this week. Also, they have
selected iwo neighborhoods, one a
Negro and the other a white working
class neighborhood, for house-to-
house canvassing with LABOR AC-
TION.

Other branches please note!

Conscript the War
Industries Under -
Workers’ Control!

Bnaﬁu&upﬁeﬂu&an

Play al Bear Mouafaum

. “However, the people of the United States must hecome reconciled to
ig!mr costs. But,” he.consoled, “they can be thankful that they will not have
‘look forward to limitations on certain foodstuffs like sugar and meat, such

as we experienced in the last war.”
" But workers who have to bear the brunt of this “high -minded” realism
houldn’t have to think twice to interpret pap such as-this. Here is a plainly
tated forecast which workers who have been fooled into equating the “‘demo-
cratic war” with the war of “blood, sweat and tears” should take to heart.
And here too is a lesdon to be learned about Roosevelt who shouts for “ssc-

fices from labor” as he ladles out war profits to the economic royalists he
maligned” yesterday. -»

Ve Demand: A Capital Levy on Wealth
a Pay for ALL War Appropﬂatlons’

Ride Aboard the S.S. “State of Delaware"
Leaves Pier 1, Battery, at 9:30 A.M.
Round Trip Fare: $1.25

- GET YOUR TICKET NOW!
For Reservations write to Local Néw York, Workers Party, 114 West
14th Street, or Call CHelsea 2-9681

Union PrOl‘éét

, Forces Reversal

Of Draft Ruling
Against Striker

Special to Labor Aetion

HARTFORD, Conn., May 15-—Don-

ald Gustave Olson was working on

war orders for the Hanson-Whitney
Co., machine tool manufacturers.
When his draft number wag reached
for classification, Olson was placed
on the occupational deferment list
as “necessary for national defense.”
That was in January. But on April
16 he went on strike fogether with
ather workers in his plant. He was
promplly informed on April 25 that
his deferment had been rescinded.
In place of that classification, he re-
ceived notice on May 7 that his cate-
gory was now class 1-A.. The warn-
ing was clear: either shut up and be
a good lackey of the boss, or else
yvou’ll be drafted now (and quickly
sent to the firing line in case of war?)

But such action was not taken lying
‘down. Immediately upon hearing the
news, Donald Zinn, business agent of
the UERMWA local (CIO), tele-
graphed President Roosevelt, asking
for the removal of the West Hartford
draft board which had taken this
action and charging that strikers
thus faced 'cancellation of their oc-
cupational deferments unless they
returned to work on the comnpany's
terms. [

This labor demand has just re-
ceived recognition in @n order by the
state direetor of the ‘draft, afier re-
port by a special inquiry board, re-
placing Olson' on the deferred list.
The board’s report “admonished” the
local draft board and stated that its
action was “improper and unjustifi-

. able under all of the conditions and
circumstances.” It was “recommend-
ed” that the. West Hartford group
“refrain from any act which would
result in a reclassification- of any
registrant whose employment is tem-
porarily interrupted for. any cause
involving controversy between em-
ployer and employee.”

Threat Not Ended

- We cannot help but wonder what
is meant by the statement that the
action was “improper . . . under all
of the eonditions and circumstances.”
Perhaps it means that it is not yet
time to try such stunts. After all,

the American labor movément is far

it is
it

from being crushed. In  fact,
growing rapidly right now and

might be expected to take drastic.

* action' against this threat of slavery
for the American worker under com-
pulsion of either submitting to the
boss.or else being shipped off to the
army.

That the threat has not been ended
however, is evidenced by somewhat

similar action taken by a Cambridge,

Mass., draft board which warned that
strikers would be classified for rapid
induction into the aried forces. The
legislative agent of the AFL in Mas-
sachusetts has already protested this
action and is preparing a campaign
against this poli¢y which is so dan-
gerous to a free labor movement.

" LA : - i -

Ohio Conference
.

Discusses Work

CLEVELAND — An active workers’

conference of the Workers Party was

held in Cleveland on May 11.

Representatives were present from
Buffalo, Youngstown, Cleveland and
Akron, with reports presented on
* party progress in Columbus, Detroit
and Pittsburgh. )

Heartening reports were given on
.lhe party's activities in this indus-
trial heart of America.

Reports and discussion took place
on all aspects of ‘the party's work,
both in reference to mass work itself
and to the internal work of the
branches.

Discussion was particularly fruit-
ful in the trade union field. Reports
showed that our party is Bécoming
increasingly proletarian in composi-
tion. ,

Work among the Negroes, it was
found, is proceeding well in all
branches, but possibilities in this
field have barely been touched.

Following the reports and discus-
sion, all of which proceeded from the
recent plenum’s program of action
as a bdsis, suggestions in the form
of motions were drawn up and for-
warded to the national office.

Among the motions passed were
those suggesting: the drawing up of
a basic pamphlet showing our posi-
tion.on the Negro question; the writ-
ing of an ABC ‘of Marxism for the
internal and external educational
work of the party; the publishing of
a penny pamphlet directed to the
women, basing itself on the rise in
the cost of living; short tours through
the Midwest, especially of Negro
comrades and others who could stay
over a few days at each branch for
organizational purposes; and a mo-
tion suggesting the simplifieation of
the articles divected to the Negroes.
The value of such conferences at
judicious intervils beirng so apparent
at this conféererice, provisions were
made for the calling of simhilar ones
in the future.
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NO GOVERNMENT CONTRACT
WITHOUT ‘A UNION CONTRACT!
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WAR BY REVOLUTION, By Francis Williams. Viking. 158 pages. $1.50,

Everybody talks about revoiution these days. Hitler talks about it, Bevin
refers to it often, Petain uses thé term almost daily and over here the liberal
weeklies—like their colleague in London, the New Statesman and Nation—
are constantly slinging the word around. The Man from Mars might think
woild revolution was at hand.

This kind of “revolution,” howével‘ is strictly an export commodit}r. The
idea is that if you can get the othgr side in the war to také your “revolu-
tionary™ talk seriously, it will be easier to win. This is the real basis of this
little book by Francis Williams, a British Labor Party brain-truster who left
the editorial staff of the party's paper, the Daily Herald, to go into politics,
According to the publisher's blurb, he is “considered tg be one of the coming
men” in England today. His book, published in England several moenths ago
and now reissueq over here, is said to have created quite a stir in Labor P'arl'g,r
and Liberal circles in London. 3

Mr. Williams' thesis is that if this war “m fought as a national war for the
victory of Britain and the established interests of Britain, it will in the end
Be lost. If it is fought as a war of democratic revolution in Europe it can be
won.” He’goes on to demonstrate in convincing detail that the conservative
old order in England will never be able to meet the political drive and dema-
goguery of the Na;is and that there is slight military possibility of the Anslo-
American alliance making. headway against Hitler on the Continent by mili-
tary means. He sees the only hope in the fostering of revolutionary move-
rments in the occupied countries. Furthermore, he argues that the foriner
European ruling classes cannot be depended on to lead these revolutions, since
the Nazis can easily immobilize' them (and are doing so) either by making °
small concessions to them as the price for political “cooperation” or by sim-
ply removing them from the posts of power. Hence it must be to the working
oldass of Europe that any revolutionary appeals must be addressed. . And in
order to appeal to' them, he continues, it is not enough to say that England is
fishting for “freedom™ or to promise them a restoration of the old world of
pre-1939, sinee this was a world Whl(.h meant poverty and insecurity for
most of thferm. ) .

AN ADMIRABLE WAR PROGRAM

So far, so good. Most readers of this paper would agree with these points.
And when the author comes to set down what he calls a “rough draft” of the
war aims he urges the Churchill government to proclaim, we find such excel-
lent sentiments as these:

“The British people . . . pledge themselves in the war to fight for the estab-
lishment of a free Europe which shall give to all men and women within its
territories séourity from poverly and aveidable distress.

“They affirmy that all men and women have an equ’al right to- share in the
producis of the wealth produced by their joint efforts . . . and that the satis-
faction of these claims must be the first consideration of all governments,
taking precedanne over all such mterests profits’ and privileges as have been
common to inequalitarian societics in the' past. . !

“As an earnest of their intentions and of their determmatml‘l to set aside
all imperialist privileges: the people of Britain further announce their readi-
ness to assist worthwith in the establishment of a free and independent gov-
ernment of India answerible only to the people of India. . . . They tmdbrtake.
further, to' rennuhue all imperial claims in their colonial possessmns T iy

~WHICH IS WORTH THE PAPER IT IS PRINTED ON

' These are big and bold words. Needless to say, no such aims have been
proclaimed. So what does Mr. Williams suggest should be done so as to per-
suadé or force the present Churehill government to raise the banner of revo-
‘lution—or if, as seems highly' probable, this government refuses to do any
such thing, to replace that government with one that will carry out his pro-
gram? Mr. Williams gives us at great length his program for revolution. OUT-
SIDE ENGLAND. But what about the revolution INSIDE ENGLAND which
will be necessary before the other program can be carried out? Or doesn’t
he think such a revolution will be necessary? :

Apparently not, for in the whole bogk there is no, hint—beyond the most
general kind of exhortations—of what political measures must be taker in
England itself.. The book seems to be s;mp'fy and purely an appeal to the
good sense and-humianity of the politicians now in control of the British gov-
ernment. Already it is clear that the appeal—as might have been predicted
—has had no effeet. The Churchill government has become steadily m\'ore
right-wing in its composition, the Labor Pariy politicians who entered it last
spring have been steadily reduced to the impotent and servile status of a Ram-
say Macdonald (with the single exception of Bevin) and there have not been
the slightest signg that Churchill is interested in freeing India, stating any
war aims, or promoting any working class revolutions on the Continent.

Mr. Williams' fine words haye borne no fruit because he is asking of his
liberal friends an impossibility—to wage a 1evo]u’tionary war against Hitler
by means of a government made up of Tories and right- wmg labor politicians
(with the balance of power shifting steadily, as it always does in such cases,
toward the Tories). I have no doubt he is sincere in his advecacy of working
class democratic revolution, But he wrote his book on the wrong subject.
What he should have discussed is how to bring about a revolution in England
FIRST, as a preliminary to the revolutionary war he advocates.

Los Angeles Puts in Busy
Week on Shachtman Tour

LOS ANGELES—Max Shachiman’s tour was a brilliant success here. Over
125 people attended the major public meeting held last Tuesday night. There
were 110 paid admissions by sctual count, besides 15 or more unemployed
admitted free.The audience listened attentively for over three hours of the
lecture and question answering, showing a great interest in Shachtman’s Yevon
lutionary message.- A fotal of $35 was taken in the collection and gate re-
ceipts.

A debate with Prof. John Hallowell of the University of California at Los
Angeles was held Wednesday night and became, in the opinion of most of the
75 spudents who atterided, a massacre. Hallowell tried to defend Rooseveltl's
war policdies against our views.

Friday aftéernoon Shachtman spoke on the campus and Friday night he was
speaker at the Young Men's' Advancement League, a Negro organization. On
Sunday night he spoke to a small meeting in San Pedro.

Besides all that public activity, Shachtman spoke at a membership meet-
ing Thursday nighit on the Russian question, and Saturday afternoon a lengthy
session was held on party problems. °

- The strenuous week was concluded with a social on Saturday night.

Schedule of Shachtman‘ National Tour

Tuesdny,«May 27
Thursday to Sunday, May 29 to June 1
; Monday, June 2
Tuesday-Wednesday, June 3-4
Friday, June 6
Saturday, June 7
Sunday, June 8
Monday, June 9
Tuesday, June 10
Wednesday-Thursday, June 11-12
Friday, June 13
Saturday, June 14
Sunday, June 15
Monduay, June 16
M¢t. Carmel Tuesday, June 17
Newark Wednesday, June 18

Mnssuhmﬂs (Boston, Lynn, Worcester, Fitchburg)
; _Fricloy to Mond’ay, June 20-23

Kansas City
St. Louis
Stredtor
Chicago
Lowuisville
Cincinnati
Colimbus

Akron
Youngstown

Pittsburgh
Washington
Baltimore
Philadelphia
Reading
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%y Out - - IF Labor Permits
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‘The two campaign promises of politieal Big-Boss Roosevelt that
got him most votes were (1) to keep the country out of the war,
and (2) to preserve the social gains that his administration falsely
claims to be responsible for, but which actually ,weré forced from
him by labor's strength.

The first promise has gone the primrose path to the everlasting
bonfire travelled by the great majority of campaign promises. It is
about to drag in its wake a bewildered, uninformed, unwilling peo-
ple into-the world conflagration started by. the pyromaniac impe-
rialists of the warring countries—IF LABOR PERMITS.

The second promise is fast going the same way. IF LABOR
PERMITS, maximum hours and minimum wages, unemployment
insurance, laws protecting - women and children in industry, gov-
ernment jobs for the unemployed, relief for the destitute—these
will all go up in the smoke of that everlasting bonfire of cam-
pagn promises, mingled with the denser, .darker and more deadly
smoke of the war,

HIT FORTY-HOUR WEEK

Sidney Hillman, now identified with labor only by the mask he
still wears, is willing to sap the working class of its vital energy
for the sake of producing the means of murder that the boss-impe-
rialists require, and trots out the four-shift 160-hour week plan.
But the bosses—as revealed by the New York Times, seconded by
boss sheets all over the country—are not satisfied with Hillman's
plan. THEY WANT THE FORTY-HOUR WEEK ABOLISHED.
Said the Times editorially on May 9:

“From no one in the Administration, unfortunately, has
there yet come any candid and realistic consideration of the
problem of the working week in defense economy and the rela-
tion to it of our present wage-hour law. Obviously the law de-
liberately discourages a working week of more than forty hours
by its penalty of a 50 per cent wage increase for any hours
above that. IT WOULD CERTAINLY SEEM REASONABLE
TO AMEND THE LAW FOR THE PERIOD OF THE EMER-
GENCY SO THAT THIS HEAVY OVERTIME PENALTY
DOES NOT BEGIN UNTIL AFTER A WORKING WEEK OF
FORTY-EIGHT HOURS.”

. It is not for nothing that the spokesmen for the bosses make
such criticisms and suggestions. They indicate that tremendous
pressure is being put on Congress—through the many avenues open

I3

] . '
to' the bosses for conirolling Congress—to abolish the forty-hour
week.

.This, obviously, is-a simultaneous ATTACK UPON THE WAGES
OF THE WORKERS. “Longer hours for less pay” is the slogan of
the bosses. And out of the thinner pay envelopes the workers are

expected to meet the cost of living which in some sections of the

country has already risen by 25 per cent. .

Still fancier schemes are being cooked up that will beat fo the

ground the standard of living of the working people—IF LABOR
PERMITS. The guestion of paying for their war is topmost in the
minds of the boss-imperialists. They want to eat their cake and
have it. They want to win against the Hitler imperialist camp the
cream of the world markets and at the same time to keep the bulk
of the profits made in the production of tanks, bombers and battle-
ships. The income tax that will take in the poorest of the poor, and
slice off a big chunk of every worker's pay, is not the only scheme
for this purpose. Nor is the plant to sell war stamps and bonds—
fast becoming almost compulsory—the only way to reach into the
sagging pockets of the workers.

A VISITOR FROM ABROAD

There came to this country the other day Maynard Keynes,
bourgeois professor and economist, representative of the British
Chancellor of the Exchequer, to teach the American bosses and
politicians the methods their British counterparts use to pick clean
the pockets of the working people of that unhappy country. He in-
forms the willing students of how to squeeze the workers, that
there is still another arrangement they use in “dempcratic" Britain.
This is called “deferred pay.” Piled on top of the staggering taxes
—in England collected by the bosses from the workers' pay—and
piled on top of all the other burdens borne by labor, a certain addi-
tional perceritage of each person’s salary or income is also with-
held by the employer. This is not called a tax, mind you, but “de-
ferred pay'—because the British government promises to return
this money to its owners—after the war. Such promises, you must
understand, go to the same bonfite that consumes campaign prom-
ises. “Deferred pay"” is in store for the American workers also—
IF LABOR PERMITS.

Professor Keynes bluntly states that “deferred pay” lowers the
standard of living of the people. With less money, they can buy
less of the necessities of life. But the well-fed professor justifies
this on the basis that “deferred pay"” is the solution for war infla-

tion. This clever economist.cdld-bloodedly explains that if people
‘don’t have money with which to buy the necessities of life, the lack
of demand will keep the prices down! He fdils to state, however,
that the British bpsses hope to make the wartime coolie standard
of living the standard for the post-war period also—IF LABOR
PERMITS. ]

Longer hours, less pay, mounting cost of living, unbearable
{axes, forced purchasing of war stamps and bonds, “deferred pay”
—these are the blows about to fall upon the social gains that the
“Friend of the workers” in the White House. promised to preserve.
And ‘in an attempt to make labor defenseless against the coming
blows, the Vinson anti-strike aw looms on the horizon in Congress:
And the state legislatures are busy putting legal shackles on labor's
limbs, as well as preparing military guards, armed in the modern’
way, to use against workers who fight for their rights.

“IT IS AMAZING,” the smart British professor assures the
American exploiters, “WHAT REGULATION PEOPLE WILL
TAKRE IN WARTIME.” That, working men and women, is another
way of telling the bosses here that the sooner they declare war, the
sooner can these' major blows fall upon you—IF YOU PERMIT.

OTHER GAINS IN JEOPARDY

Just as the gains in wages and hours stand in jeopardy, so do all
the' other measures affecting the welfare of the workers.

Unemployment insurdance, one of the brightest plumes the .
Roosevelt Administration has pilfered for its cap, has received a
wallop. In the Empire State of the Union, on April 25th, Governor
Lehman signed the Burney Bill. Very quiefly the event was buried
on the inside pages of the papers. The Burney Bill states fhat
workers who “quit their jobs” will be barred from unemployment
insurance benefits. Thus tlie sword of intimidation has been pliced
over the heads of striking workers who heretofore have received
unemployment benefits, such as they were.

In Connectlcut night work for women has now bhecome legal
in spite of a law prohibiting the employment of women after 10
p.m. The governor simply invoked another law giving him the
right to suspend this protection for women DURING AN EMER-
GENCY. There are thousands of such “emergency” laws through-
out the country gradually being enforced against the “social gains”
labor has made. In Germany, too, all social security for the work-
ers was suspended “during the emergency.”

By SUSAN GREEN.

danger of having even this crust of bread taleen out of their mouths.
Representative Doughton, chairman of the House Ways and Means
Committee; wants the state and local government to “take back”
the cost of relief “to ease the federal tax burden.” The state of
California, always slow to grant “social gains” and quick to re-
move them, has aliteady referred the matter of relief back to the
counties—where it was before destitute people got any relief at all.
‘While private charities—subsidized by the rich to salve their guilty
consciences—fearing the deserted poor will again be left at their
door, are protesting that they have no money either because of =
“inrbads” of increased taxation or war relief appeals.

Lastly, let us hear Representative Tabor from New York. He
waxed so enthusiastic the other day over cutting “non-defepse”
expenditures thalt he proposed to slash the WPA federal budget
allowance from $995,000,000 to $195,000.000—a small deduction of -
$800,000;000. According to Philip Murray, -president of the CIO,
the budget allowance of $995,000,000 for the coming year will at
best provide jobs for only 1,000,000 jobless people. Mr. Murray
estimates that, even after the war jobs are handed out, there will
still,be 7,000,000 unemployed during the coming year. SO WHERE
ARE: THE SOCIAL GAINS FOR THE JOBLESS? ;

Unemployment insurance, protection for women and chlldne‘n : :
home relief, WPA-—along with the Wage-Hour Act—are on the
to-be-fired list of the bosses and their politicians, and will be fired -
IF LABOR PERMITS. :

THE FIGHT ON OUR HANDS

The workers have a .fight on their hands—and IT IS NOT THE:!
INTERNATIONAL IMPERIALIST WAR NOW RAGING. A

THEY MUST OPPOSE THE WAR. It is being used as an éxcuse.
to enslave the workers and beat down their standard of living. "

They must fight THEIR OWN WAR—the class, war against the.
bosses.

They must set up a hue and cry against every infringement of
workers’ protection in industry, and stand ready not only to defentd
but TO EXTEND their hard-won gains. f

They must demand governmerit jobs for the jobless with union
pay and hours—and adequate government relief for those who
cannot work.

These are some of the tasks for the workers.

LABOR MUST LOOK AFTER ITSELF! Neither political Blg-
Boss Roosevelt nor anyone else will do it for the workers.

Destitute people; who subsist now on relief payments, are in
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DRAFTEES COMPLAIN

ABOUT CAMP FOOD

A reader of LABOR ACTION has
turned over to us a letter he re-
cently received from a friend in one
of the military training camps, de-
scribing some of the conditions that
exist. LABOR ACTION is anxious

Coast Shipyard Strike-- _‘

(Cuntinued from phage 1)

to work with the conseripts and with
the labor unions to defend and win
decent conditions for your workers
who have been foreced into the army.
To this end, thé Workers Party has

advanced a series of slogans calling
for higher wages and workers' rights
for the draftees. To this end, too, we

"

April 3. On the committee were such

Beforé the meeting Tiesday, the = labdt-conscious persons as its chair-

newspapers helpefi whip up a huge
scare that the picket lines would be
smashed Wednesday morning if the
men didn’t accept the Olson sugar-
coated poison pill.

What they all forgot in this situa-
tion, however, is that their actions,
and the role of the government offi-
cials did more to convince the work-
ers that the war isn’t one for de-
mocracy, but rather for the rich
man’s profits, than all the soap-box
speeches in San Francisco since the
First World War.

There'll bé no ‘“national wunity”
here. The class llnes have been too
sharp and plain.

Labor, in opening its eyes up to
what the war is really about, has al-
ready won a major victory in this
strike. It can win a couple of more
before this thing is over, Olson to the
contrary notwithstanding.

[ ]

The strike was call%d against a
sell-out “yellow-dog” contract im-
poseéd on the unions through the un-
wanted, unasked-for ageney of John
P. Frey and the government’s ship-
building  stabilization  committee.
Among the many objectionable fea-
tures of the contract, the one that
sticks out like a phony penny is the
provision of time and a half for over-
time. In two strikes in 1936, totdling
three. and a half months, the unions
won double time for overtime, which
has remained since that time. This,
in effect, means less wages for the
workers at a time when the cost of
living is rising and the bosses are
figuring profits in terms of astron-
omy. :

Other features of the contract in
which the - workers figure to lose
from their present agreement are re-
lated to the “no strike” clause. The
terms of the new contract, signed for
iwo years, call for “discussions”’ in
regard to pay raises, with “no strike,
no lockout.” This means the bosses
can keep on discussing while all the
men can do is take in the hot air.
The AFL bureaucrats, who hate
strikes like poison, are, of course, in
favor of this clause. ,But the men are
wise to the short change they are
being handed.

o
How Arrived At

It is interesting to know how this
so-called- Pacific Coast master con-
tract was arrived at. It developed
from the shipbuilding stabilization
conference, called by the shipbuild-
ing stabilization committee, This
committee, in turn, was established
by the National Defense Advisory
Commission—Sidney Hillman, super-
intendent. . i

Mr, Hillman, with the able assist-
ance of Frey, dreamed up most of
the contract in Washington, D. C,
before éven coming to the coast. De-
tails were worked out in San Fran-

" eisco and other Pacific Coast ports in

eld from February 3 to

gineering consultant attached to the
man, Morris L. Cooke, industrial en-
National Defense Advisory Commis-
sion; Gregory Harrison, representing
the Pacific Coast shipyards; Admiral
Emory S. Land of the U S. Maritime
Commission, and others. So-called
labor “leaders” sitting in oh the con-
ferences did not represent the Pa-
cific Coast unions; no representatives
were elected to' go from any union,
and no union asked ‘any of thém to

+ negotiate anything. The labor' mem-

bers present were “invited” to attend
by the conference committee itself
and, significantly enough, no_ CIO-

member was given an invitation. The

CIO took no part in the discussions
and had no voice in the decisions
reached. This was strictly an AFL
bureaueratic clam-bake, with no
“outside” influence wanted.

Prevent Real Vofe

After the committee had made the
master contract to its own liking, it
started the ball rolling to put it down
the throats of the rank and file—no
easy job, but with a little twisting
here and there it was done. The first
step was to prevent a true referen-
dum vote of the membership. This
little trick was accomplished by giv-
ing each international union in a:
port six votes; so that if, as was the
case with the San Francisco area,
there ‘were three locals of a union,
-each would get two votes. Machin-
jsts Local 68, with a membership of
1,300, for example, got two votes and
voted NO; Local 1330, with a mem-
bership of about 400, got two votes,
and voted NO; Oakland Local 284,
with no men at all in the shipyards
with with a membership of less than
250, got two votes and voted YES.
So it was that the democratic process
was defeated and a minority, with
the pressure of officials upon them,
overrode the desires of the majority
‘and drove in the reactionary °* mas-
ter contract.”

7
HERE’'S THE LOWDOWN!

CELLAR CLUB PARTY

In the Lower Depths of
Knickerbocker Village
[ ]
All Lowbrows Swing Low to
Invited Swing Music
Good Entertainment—Gaood Food
Good Music—=Good Elceteras!

° ]

SATURDAY NIGHT, MAY 24
At 8:30 o’clock

40 Monroe Street
Basement Room A-2 '
L ]

Auspices: Low(er) Manhattan Branch

welcome letters and information on
conditions in the camps.
Dear ——: ) 1

I have been out at Camp —— for
several weeks now. The first three
days were the toughest when I was
trving to readjust myself to this to-
tally new way of living. I have just
been informed by my lieutenant that
I will be transferred to — in a
couple of days.

In the time that I have been here
I have learned many things. First,

that the “professional” regular avmy .

non-coms (corporals, sergeants, etc.)
are the -most wvulgar, foul-mouthed
and sadistically minded bunch of
men on the face of the earth. They

seem -to take the greatest pleasure

in treating the men under their com-
mand as though they were animals!

1 have spoken with men here from
all walks of life: lawyers, truck
drivers, s}:ipping clerks, lathe hands,
teachers, etc. All of them resent
very much the manner in which they
are treated. The other day one of
the men—a truck driver, no less—
lay down on his cot after the day's
training and cried like a baby! The
non-com officer tried to hold him up
to ridicule before the rest of the
men in his tent, but they all con-
fided to me that they felt llke doing
the same thing!

The fellow who invented the ex-
pression “mess hall” surely knew
what he was talking about! The
“slops” they serve us isn't fit for a
dog! In the morning we usually get
a pretty good breakfast so that we'll
be able to go through the morning
drill, which is plenty tough. It is the
other two meals (lunch and dinner)

that we cannot stand. Our trays are

usually returned half filled. Usually
to take one look at it is enough for
me! The matter of food is really our
main grievance.

I forgot to mention the fact that
when we cgmplain about the food
these non-com officers usually an-
swer us as follows: “Listen, you

- you otta be glad we give you this

god damn — food at all. Eat it and
like it!" Nice boys, eh what?

Most of the boys out here hate the
whole business and wish they could
have gotten out of it in some way
or other. They feel that we're being
taken for a. sleigh-ride by England!
When a rumor spread around that
the' one-year period would be ex-
tended indefinitely for the duration
of the emergency, they were all set
to raise hell. All of them want to
get their one-year training over with

~ and then go back to normal life.

M.

.mination of the staif_'!__
handing down the decision, he re-
" marked:

INDIANS TAKE DRAFT
CASE TO COURT
Dear Editor:

Some time ago I wrote you in re-
gard to the decisian of the Indians
to test the legality of the Selective
Service Act as gpplied to Indians.
They chose the case of Warren El-
dreth Green, 21 year old Onondaga
Indian inducted into military service
last week, to test the case. Judge
F. H. Bryant, ,presiding in United
States Distriet Court, today denied
a writ of habeas corpus for deter-
of Indians. In

“The question is one that undoubt-
edly has to be passed on in some
form by a higher court.

“I do not feel, as District Judge,
that I should, under the cireum-
stances, hold the Act of Congress of
1924 unconstitutional. Neither ‘do I
think I should hold the Selective
Service Act unconstitutional.”

The Act of Congress of 1924—June
2—which gave citizenship to Indians
born within territorial limits of the
United States is attacked by the In-
dians as an invasion of their rights;
that the induction of an Indian is a
viclation. of tréaty obligations be-
tween the U. S. and Indian®tribes
within New York state extending
back to the treaty of 1784. They are
afraid their sovereignty will be gbol-
ished. There were menibers of the
various reservations in court, as this
test case would affect them all.

Wilfred E. Hoffman, council to
Green, announced he would carry
the issue to the U. S. Circuit Court
of Appeals.

Jimy Little.

May 15, 1941,

IDEAS APPEAR TO BE
DANGEROUS THINGS

Dear Editor:

A bulletin put out by the Depart-
ment of Commerce in March of this
year indirectly shows what a_tinder-
box the Far East is.and what pains
the great “democratlc" British Em-
pire takes-to maintain its: slippery
hold on the millions of natives in
that area.

In discussing movie censorship in
British Malaya, the bulletin states
that “rejected films included scenes
connected with . . . political subjects,
those demonstrating crime, those
which might wound the suseceptibili-
ties of foreign people, those showing
excessive gunplay and those which
might arouse social unyest and dis-
content.”
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Elsewhere the bulletin states:
“Films which might reflect on the
prestige of the white race are reject-
ed. . . . Officials assume that certain
scenes might lend themselves to imi-
tation or might cause social Tunrest
or dlscontent among Asiatie audi-
enCES

Ideas, it appears, are dangerous
things. You just can't leave them
lying around -for anybody to fool

with, especially. the terribly exploit- .

ed natives of the Malayan rubber
plantations. After all, they have been
denied the benefits of an English ed-
ucation and often reason in a curi-
ously direct way.

But it's going to take more than
movie censorship and harsh British
repression te keep' the natives down.
They're going to have their say one
of these days.

B. L.

Lynn Ls':al‘:;q,,lg,S_egkg__Decent Housing--
Unions Fight Banker-Boss Opposition

LYNN, Mass.—This busfling war in-

dustry city, whose growth in that
field is matched only by the rapid
spread of trade unionism (mainly
through the General Electric local
and the CIO unions affiliated with*
the North' Shore Industrial Union
Council) is seriously concerned about
the rotten housing conditions. That
is, the unions are concerned about it,
although the real estate and banking.
interests insist, as they do in every
city, that there is no need for addi-
tiondl housing and especidlly not
government-financed building devel-
ocpments. Thus, one real estate dealer
said at hearings before the city coun-
cil that he had many vacant tene-
ments awailable. But a spectator,
asked, “Would  you live in them?”
That was enough for the realtor. And
when one of the several bankers op-
posing new housing was asked if he
would feel the same way if the pro-
posed construction were to be on
property owned by his bank, he ad-
miited that he'd change his mind in
such an event.

Rat Infested Slums

Just how bad conditions are here
is evidenced by charges levied by a
fire department official that large
sections are rat infested slums.

Combined with the question of ad-
ditional housing is that of controlling
rapidly increasing rents. Continued
additions to the force working at the
General Electric plant here.has cre-
ated a bonanza situation for land-
lords who are not only jacking up
the rents but dre also refusing to
paint, paper or make much needed
repairs. And there are the rat and
vermin factors.

One woman got up and told howx'

her'daughter’s family, which included
four children, was evicted because it
could not pay the rent boost im-
posed upon it. A city councillor told
of receiving numerous complaints
about rent jacking and pointed out
that it lacked amy justification at all
since taxes had not increased, and
would not this year.

The ‘glaring necessity for decent
houses to live in, including ones
where families with children could
reside, and for control of rising rents

was emphasized by the trade union
leaders present at the hearings. Al-
bert J. Fitzgerald, president of Lo-
cal 201, UTRMWA, speaking for its
12,0000 members, warned that the
members of his union would not let
their recent 10 cents an hour increase
be eaten up by grasping landlords
who are ulilizing the abnormal war
conditions to swell their rents.

Fitzgerald warned: “If they think
the GE workers are going to sit idly
by and take this, they are mistaken.
We'll be back to the GE Company for
more money and we'll get it if we
have to go out on the street for it.
If we do go out on the street, the
Jandlords and others who are at-
tempting to ‘benefit by the defense
rush will suffer bepause the bottom
will fall out of everything”

John Poulos, newly elected presi-
dent of the North' Shore Industrial
Union Council, whose affiliated un-
ions have 20,000 members, said that
Lynn tenants dare not ask for paint-
ing or répairs. “You should see the

rat-holes around town where people

are living. Slums certainly exist in
Lynn and only the blind deny it.
The workers of Lynn came to this
meeting to get action. We are not
here to threaten, but we will get ac-
tion. We do not want persons on
this housing board, e¢ither, who are
not sympathetic. There should be at
least three trade umionists on the
board of five.”

AFL union leaders added their

voices to the echorus of labor de- .
mands against the opposition of the

banks and business men. William
Dunne of the building trades accused
the real estate interests of being
selfish and urged low cust housing
so that even poorly paid workers
aﬁ’Q{d to live decently. This was
supported by sevmal members of the
city council.

This hearing represenis only . the
hngmnlng‘ of Lynn's labor fight for
décent living conditions. With labor
on the march throughout the coun-
try, Lynn is proving thdt it will not
lag behind. Every day sees new
mémbers coming into the ranks of
trade unionism, and these new re-
cruits will swell the forces of those
who are battling for a betier life—a
battle which will be won.
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About the only progressive note
struck in the entire cohvention was
the attitude toward legislation re-
strieting the right to strike. The In- =
ternational leadership - warned that
opposition would be maintained to -
any invasion of the right to strike
under the guise of promoting ‘na-
tional defense.” The cooling off pe-
riod proposed in the Vinson Bill was ..
likewise opposed. :

Undemocratic Decisions

"The leadérs of the International
rode roughshod over a proposal that
International vice-presidénts be elect-
ed by the districts which they super-
vise. Undef the present systerir ‘of

- convention-wide voting for each vice-

president, the International officials -
are able to shove down the throats
of recaleitrant districts any vice-
president they want. The practical
result of this was seen when ballof~ .
ing for vice-presidents took place.
For the district including New York,
Miguel Garriga was re-elected wvice-
president by a 5-to-1 vole of the
entire convenfion, ' although in his
own district, the majority of the votes
were cast for his Stalinist opponent, .
Mike Obermeier. The unprincipled’
character of BOTH candidates was
demonstrated by the fact. that
throughout the bitter political fights
in the International, Garriga an‘d‘_‘
Obermeier remained officers of - the:
same local, the New York Hotel and
Club Local Six! In this local, they
are JOINTLY responsible for three-
year contracts, open shop hiring, fink
wage scales, and in general the worst
conditions in the whole New York
culinary industry. When it comes to
sélling out the membership, the right
wing and the Stalinists have no dis- .
agreements! 5 ;

One of thé decisions of the con-
vention most boasted about in the
May issue of the International jour=
nal was' the decision to raise the sal-
aries of International officials, The
president’s was raised from $8,000 a-
year to $20,000, plus, of course, “ex-
penses.” Raises voted by the conven-
tion for 13 individuals totalled $80,-
000 yearly. At the same ftime, de-
mands by various locals and local
joint boards for money for: organ-
ization work were whittled down 1o
inadequate amounts or ignored alto- -
gether. This 'was the final result fo
the locals of an inerease in © cap+
ita, voted three years ago, that en-
abled the International to build up-
a treasury of $1,500,000!

Jgnore Rank and File,

The needs and interests of the
rank and file were not heeded at this
culinary convention—but-in the New
York locals rumblings are to be
hedrd that bode ill for the Garriga
machine. In Waiters and Wailresses
Local 1, the United Opposition, which
has fought the Stalinist-right wing
administration for four years, suc-
ceeded in last week’s local election”
in ousting the right wing leaders;
putting oppositionists into the offices
of president and secretary-freasurer
and electing two businéss agents.
The Stalinists, kicked in the.face by
their former right wing allies, were -
unable even to set up a ‘complete
ticket. Their commissar in the local,
Gentili, was re-elected organizer in
a three-cornered race, defeating the
Opposition's candidate by only three
votes out of 2,350 cast! The success-
ful bucking of both the Stalinist and

Garriga machines in Local 1 will give
heart to the independent and pro-
gressive groups in other New York‘

i locals




. LABOR

"ACTION

‘OUR PROGRAM AGAINST
" THE WAR

Not a man, not a cent for Wall Street’s
war. All war funds to the unemployed.
For a rising scale of wages to meet in-
 creasing cost of living. Thirty-Thirty—
$30 weekly minimum wage—30-hour
weekly maximum for all workers.
Expropriate the Sixty Families. For
government ownership and workers
.control of all war industries—aviation,
steel; chelmcals, railroads, public util-
| ities, etc.
Against both .imperialist war camps.
For the Third Camp of World Laber
and the Colonial Peoples. I
Let the people vote on war. For the
right of youth to vote at the age of 18.
Abolish secret diplomacy. Open the
files of the State Department.
Withdraw all armed forces from terri-
tory outside the United States. Free the
colonies. Hands off Latin America.
Against compulsory military training
and conscription.
For the defensé of civil liberties and
workers rights. Stop the persecution
of aliens. Against the M-Day plans and
war-time dictatorship,
For full social, economic and political
equality for Negroes. End discrimina-
tion against Negroes in industry and in
the trade unions.
For an Independent Labor Party.
For Workers’ Defense Guards against
Fascist and vigilante attacks.
No confidence in the Roosevelt govern-
ment. For a workers’ government and
a people’s army.
For Peace through Socialism. For the
' Socialist United States of the Americas,
for the Socialist United States of Eu-
rope, and for !ke World Socialist. Fed-
emtmﬂ.

v d.

More on Hess

‘Writing iri ‘last week’s LABOR ACTION,
- we said that The Great Hess Mystery might
prove to be “something altogether different
‘than ‘at first seemed to be the case. All
__sorts of contradictory reports were being
~published. It was.impossible to establish
the facts with any degree of certainty.
. The week that has since passed. has
added exactly nothing toward explaining
the fantastic story—except for indications

that Hess is not going-to wotk With the .

British. In fact, far frorm ‘charifying the
mystery, the week’s dispatches have served
only to further obscure the facts. It is

~ therefore still impossible for any one “to of- -

fer more than a series of conjectures. All
those who attempted to give a positive and
$Imp|e explanation have been proved um-
- formly wrong.
, No one can yet tell how serious a diyision
in the Nazi butcher clique caused the story-
- book flight and parachute leap. Some sort
of division seems to be obvious. How seri-
. ous, how deep—there ‘is no way of telling.
The Nazi propaganda department has
~changed its tune. At first—under the prob-
able fear that he might give away military
secrets—it accused Hess of insanity Then
_it'lauded him ‘as an over-zealous advocate
of "peace’ who, against better counsel,
_ sought this extraordinary means of winning
influential British circles over to his mes-
sianic ideas. (It should be remembered
that the Nazi rulers have, since the war be-
_gan, alternated ‘extreme military aggres-
siveness with strategic ‘‘peace” offers—
offers which, under the circumstances,
- amounted to so much public eye-wash.)

It is still a great possibility that Hess'

- differed with the Nazi command on the di-
rection of the war—demanding its prose-
cution eastward, toward Russig, rather than
toward British territory.

_trip may have been an attempt to ascertain

‘British reaction. There are even those who
advance the view that his flight was under-

taken with the knowledge and approval of

Hitler.  This seems to us highly improbable.
There are so many less spectacular, and
less dangerous, ways of estcbhshmg con-
‘tact. Besides, Hitler has left né room for
_doubt that he intends to prosecute the war
against his major enemies, Britain and the
‘United States—especially since he has ce-
“mented his "'friendship’ with Stalin.

LABOR ACTION
114 W. 14th Street
New York City

Dear Friends:

_ | am interested in learning more about
 the Workers Party and its fight against
“the bosses’ war plans.

Name

- Address .

If that is so, his

5\

We are more concerned with the reac-
tions in the boss press, and in British cir-
cles, to the Hess flight, than with efforts to
unravel the mystery. One thing is no mys-
tery to us—whatever his actions, Hess is a
dyed-in-the-wool fascist, as much a mur-
derous enemy of the working class as Hit-
ler» But, note well—you who are inclined
to accept the lie of British “idealism’ and
""democracy’’—that when first he landed,

press, basing itself on reports issued by
Churchill, hailed Hess as a “’sane’ and
“idealistic’’ and 'religious’’ man, come to
“save humanity.’” At that time, the Church-

ill government fully believed that Hess, af-
ter a falling-out with his fellow gangsters,
had come to their side of the gang war.
When, after a few days, it appeared that
Hess was not “‘talking,’” British officials re-
nounced any sympathy for him. Bevin
waited several days before letting the world
know, so great is his animosity to Hess, that
he wguld under no circumstances see the
murderer.

.~ The American press editorially followed
the same course of duplicity. This brigand
who fell from the skies was over-night lib-
erally daubed with as much whitewash as
cound be found. He had only to begin
“talking,”” and he would have been ele-
-vated to the highest pinnacles of ‘heroism’’
and “idealistic honesty.” " As the days
passed, as no reporter was allowed to see
him, and as the Churchil] and Hitler gov-

- ernments—for one reason or another—

changed their attitudes, the commentators
and the correspondents, who had filled the

papers with the most dishonest and idiotic

columns, pulled in their horns. Out of their
own mouths they revealed the fraud that is
their propaganda for a war . . . "in defense
of the democratic ideology.”

We have not heard the last about the
Hess case. Many new surprises may still be
coming. He may yet, like Metaxas, become
the champion of ““democracy.”” Heed well,
then, this lesson in imperialist “‘morality.”’
For a worker there is only one position on
Hess, one interpretation: whichever the side
he is on, he is our mortal enemy. We will
either destroy the system for which he (and
Churchill) stands, the system of boss tyr-
anny—or he will destroy all that is vital
to us.

Americans, Too!

One of the most pathetic, tragic, and, at
the same time, stupid, songs we have ever
heard was broadcast the other doy on a
Harlem camp-fund radic program. Two
young Negro composers presented a new
song they had written as their contribution
o I Am an American’” week: “We Are
Americans, Too."”

The song could have been written as a
magnificent piece of irony and PROTEST:
twelve million Negroes compelled to argue
that they are Americans—TOQ! Unfortu-
nately, the song, in its elaboration of the
Negro’s willingness to die for American de-
mocracy (!), was intended seriously. '

Think of it: we are Americans—TQO!
That "“too”’ bespeaks all the misery and hell
to which the Negro is daily subjected.
Lynched, barred. from jobs, Jim-Crowed,

_discriminated against in every conceivable
way—twelve million Americans denied the:

right to live like decent human beings in
. ""democratic’” America..

The fools who wrote the song brqgged
that the Negro had ever been the first to
give his life to. maintain the American way
of life—the way of Jim-Crow and of lynch-
law. The fools who wrote the song bragged
that the Negro is a "’loyal American’’ ready
at a moment’s notice to shoulder arms.
Loyal to what? The high-rent slums in
which he is.forced to live? The constant
persecution of race discrimination? The
imperialist war which will perpetuate Jim-
Crow rule?

Fortunately, the song writers spoke only
for themselves and for the Negro upper
crust. The great mass of Negro people
know the meaning of that little word "too.”
They know the meaning of American ”de-
mocracy.” . They are overwhelmingly op-
posed to the war. They have demanded an
end to Jim-Crow in the army. They are
fighting for jobs by aggressive, militant ac-

“tion.

The fight of the Negro must be to elimi-
nate that debasing and shameful ‘‘foo.”
When that ““too’”” need no longer be added,
the Negro may truly hold his head high in
America. But that will be an America free
of social, political or economic’ inequality
—an America of socialist freedom—an
America built dn united and self-confident
action—an America governed by Negro

. and white workers—an America in which

the -ousted lynchers and oppressors will

- have to bleat “"We Are Americans—Tool"”

Max Eastman Dives Into Jingo Wall‘e_r_s_'

So Perish All Traitors

By J. R. JOHNSON

Max Eastman has finished his long
fight against Marxism by ending up
in the imperialist war camp. Is he
finished? Time will tell. These gen-
tlemen don't know that fascism is
waiting for all those who reject so-
cialism. '

What is interesting about Eastman
is the tripe ‘that he puts forward as
“arguments” for this new “policy.".
He sounds like a professor of ethics,

World at
(Continued from page 1)
failing to develop a mass fasecist
movement within France, there were
many, situated in the highest places
of French society, who welcomed a
victory by Hitler. For the sake of
this totalitarian state, brought to
them by Hitler, the present rulers of
France will go a long way in their

“collaboration” with the Nazis.

Indeed it is no accident that Petain,”
Darlan and Weygand are the present -

chiefs of the French nation. Their
fascist tendencies are a matter of
long record. One has but to recall
that they were the moving spirits in
the Cagoulard conspiracy, long before
the war, to overthrow the Third Re-
public and to put an end to the mili-
tant spirit of the French working
class.

If the negotiation_s' between Hitler
and Petain over the “cooperation”
demanded by the former for his war
plans were of a protracted character,
it is nevertheless a fact that when
those plans were ready for execu-
tion that “cooperation” was forth-
coming. Some time ago the British
openly accused the Vichy govern-
ment of aiding the transit of Nazi
forces to Lybia, and now there is no,
question about the use of French
mandated Syria as a Nazi base to
war against the British in Iraq and
in the entire Near and Middle East..

NATIONAL QUESTION

The social and national question
intervenes in this area, too, with dev-
astating effect on the efforts of Brit-
ish imperialism, exposing its preda-
tory character to the very marrow.
The war has accelerated the national
movements on the part of the Arab
and Moslem peoples. Naturally the
Germans, who have no mfrerests in
the -Near and Middle East, but who
hope to have, are fishing most vig-
orously in these troubled waters.
That is why their agents, like Dr.
Fr:tz Grobba, can assume the role of
‘a T. E. Lawrence and can promise
and even work up the Moslems to
struggle for natipnal “independence.”
The British, on the other hand, hav-
ing already established their power
in this sphere of the world, are ob-
liged to keep their “Lawrences,” like
Harry St. John Philby, incarcerated
in an English jail.

BRITISH DILEMMA

The British fear of the Arab peo-
ples is further illustrated by its con'-
duct with respect to Syria. Of all the
colonies in the Near East, the rule
of the French in Syria is probably
the most hateful. The French have
held onio this mandate with the ut-

{most tenacity and never kept their
promise to relinguish even formal
control of their mandate. Ever since
1920, when the French established
their rule there, in connivance with
the British, this land has ever been
drenched with blood by successive

. Arab attempts at freedom. After the

French capitulation to Germany. new
outbreaks occurred and, slgmﬁcantly
enough, it was the Germans who en-

studied ele-
Buchmanite.

an evangelist who once
mentary logic or a
Listen: he divides the warring na-
tions into two groups. The fascists
are the criminals and' their chief
crime- is totalitarianisin, which leads
to ‘anti-intellectualism. Anti-intellec-
tualism “becomes a publie policy.” It
becomes a religion, destroys science,
liberty, art, truth, beauty — every-
thing that is valuable in human life.

War - -

couraged the demonstrators while the
British stood idly by. More than
that, during the very recent demon-
strations for food and freedom, dem-
onstrations that were forcibly put
down by French machine guns, the
De Gaulle allies of Britain made com-
mon cause with the Vichy butchers.

It is, therefore, not difficult to un-

' derstand why the Moslem peoples

have no desire to side with the Brit-
ish in the ever-widening fight against
Germany and her new ally, France.
If anything, the clever “Lawrencian”
role of Germany is more apt to de-
ceive the Arabs, and the British may
find themselves increasingly con-
fronted with Arab opposition fo-
mented by the Germans.

The dilemma that British imperial-
ism is in is perhaps best shown by
the situation in Palestine., British
‘rule there was advanced by mutually
exclusive promises to both the Jews
and the Arabs, setting the one against
the other. The resulting division and
antagonism between the Jews and
the Arabs, which the Jewish leaders
abetted by their reliance on British
imperialism in place of unity with
the Arabs, now threatens them with
the dire prospect of being driven
from Palestine altogether.

While the Grand Mufti of Jerusa-
lem is attempting to arpuse the Arabs
in a “holy war” against the British
and the Jews, the leaders of the lat-
ter persist in their fatal policy of
tying their-fate to that of British im-
perialism. They believe that their
salvation lies on the British side of
the imperialist war. Though the Brit-
ish have accepted Jewish enlistments
in'the British army, they have up to
now turned a deaf ear to the demand
to arm and organize 40,000 Jews into
an army of their own. For the Brit-
ish the organization of such an army
is a risky business. In the first place,
this will still further antagonize the
Arabs and secondly it sets up. too
strong a national force, which, in the
British scheme of things, simply can-
not be. :

The dilemma of Churchill and his
gang interests us not a bit. The tra-
gedy of the entire picture is the di-
lemma in which the subject nation-
alities find themselves as a resull of
their disunity, and as victimized

pawns of their leaders who have seen
fit to tie them to the contending im-
perialistic war chariots. The solution
of the colonial problem lies not with
one or’ the other camps of the war,
but rather in that great third camp
of the millions of toilers in the fight
against the war and for world so-
cialism. '

We Demand: Higher
Wages and Workers’
Rights for Conscripts!

@
It purges énemies, it is soaked in
blood.

The anti-intellectualism of totali-
tarianism does all these things. SO
IT DOES. But WHY does it do these
things? What force drives Germany
and Italy? Eastman, the intellectual,
the proud scientist, has not got one
single word to say on this in three
full columns of the New York Times
(May 6). He is as devoid of analysis

" as is Walter. Winchell.

In reality, this intellectual is just
on the same level as the lowest prop-
agandists of fascism. They say “the
democracies and the intellectuals
commit crimes against blood and
race.” Eastman, shouts back: “These
anti - intellectuals commit
‘against truth and liberty.”

But the imperialist democracies, it

‘seems, are the guardians of intellec-

tualism. Is it their defense of intel-
lectualism that caused the war of
1914-1918? Or was it that both intel-
lectualists and anti - intellectualists
were grabbing for colonies in Africa,
and industrial areas in Europe and
elsewhere? Was it the conflict of in-
tellectuals and anti-intellectuals that
caused the economic crisis of 1929
and the German catastrophe which
put Hitler into power? What sends
Roosevelt and American capitalism
into ‘a life and death battle with
Japan for the Chinese market? What
is Britain doing in China? Fighting
Japan to prevent the totalitarianism
of  anti-intellectualism? Is that why
Weygand guards the French colonial
empire?

The democratic imperialisms had
the whole world (except Russia) to
do what they wanted with it in 1919.
What did they do? What do they
propose to do with it-now if they
win it?

" Neither Asks Nor Answers

~ Eastman could have answered these
questions once. Now he doesn’t ask
them! He produces instead this sci-
entific explanation of modern soci-
ety: “The totalitarian mania is eas-
ily spread . .. because il appeals, be-
neath the whole fabric of learned at-
titudes and modes of behavior which
constitute civilization, to those blind
instincts of the tribal savage which
survive in all of us.” /

God above us! ‘This is Max East-
man's contribution to the analysis of
society.

We are all tigers below. I have no
hesitation in saying that on a Sun-
day morning, in the hundreds of
thousands of churches in this coun-
try, I doubt if you could get 20 per
cent of the preachers who would sink
so low.

) A Familiar Case

No. Eastman is a familiat case.
He lost faith in the proletariat for
his, belief in socialisin was not rooted
in the' conviction of the economic
bankruptcy of capitalism. He does
not believe in the permanent revo-
lution. The end of socialism in Rus-
sia becomes the end of intelligence
in Eastman. Like the intellectual
who has lost one social basis, the pro-
letariat, he spins round and round
and, as a crisis approaches, franti-
cally seeks another, There is only
one other—the bourgeoisie. And the
supreme comedy of this particular
case is that this intellectual, defend-
ing intellectualism, has to drop all
the achievements of the human in-
tellect for centuries and go back to
the most primitive conceptions of the
ills of human society—the savage in
all of us, or, as Christianity has it,
the doctrine of original sin. The con-
scious enemy of the Marxist religion
becomes the unconscious protagonist
of religion. So perish (intellectually)
all traitors!

Equality for the Negro - -

(Continued from page 1)

Yet Negroes will get jobs in“the *
tries. They will get Jim-Crow jobs. “There will be
more ol them, but they will be Jim-Crow jobs.
That is what the signers of the petition arc talking

‘about.

We demand that Negroes get any and all jobs
for which they are qualified. Furthermore, we de-
mand that they have the same opportunity at the
training schools and apprentice courses that white
workers have. We hope that Negroes will join with

us in enforcing this demand.

The WORKERS PARTY therefore demands
more than just jobs for Negroes. We demand
And not only cco-
nomic equality but also POLITICAL and SO-
CIAL EQUALITY. We urge Negroes to join
the WORKERS PARTY and fight with us for
these ends: nothing less. We urge the white
workers, particularly the workers of the CIO,
to take up this fight for the Negro workers.
Don’t leave this task to the bosses and the shy- .
gters in indusiry, the government and the col:
leges. This is a fight for the workers. A heavy
responsibility rests on the white workers in this
They are in position to deliver the
heaviest blows to win cquaiily for the Negro

ECONOMIC EQUALITY.

matter.

workers..

- Lynching is only the most. violent form of seg-
regation, disfranchisement and’ _]1111 Crow. It has .

defense” indus-,

its roots in the national policy of Jim-Crow. It is
Jim-Crow carried on by forcible means. Lynching
is Jim-Crow in full bloom.
Jim-Crow is to keep the workers, white and black,
separated. It is an instrument used by the ruling

The chicf motive for

class to retard the unity and solidarity of the work-

ing class. The bosses know that peace among the
workers, white and black, is the first step leading
to the overthrow of boss class rule.

They throw the apple of discord and dissension
into the ranks of the workers and teach the white

workers that the Negroes are -inferior: they must

placc.

Jim-Crow.

be shunned,. they must be taught to stay in
If they do not, and persist in claiming their
rights, then lynching is substituted for peaceful

“their

Under capitalism the mob is the fidal and forcible
means used by the ruling class, the bosses, to en-
force Jim-Crow and an inferior status on the Ne-
gro. The mob and lynching are instruments of the
big industrialists, the bankers and their govern-
mental stooges to split the working C.ldb& and frus-
trate its unification.

Negro and white workers logcthcr must un-
derstand this, the white workers especially. It
is they who must take the lead in the fight
against lynching, in the batile for' jobs for Ne-

- groes; in the struggle against segregation and

disfranchisement: against every form and man-
.1festauon of Jlm-Crow, everywhem.

crimes

_ THE NEGRO'S FIGHT——
Judas Pickens
Takes the Stump
For War Bonds

By J. R. JOHNSON

Defend democracy! Defend democracy! Buy
Savings Stamps to defend democracy! Get ready
to go into the army in a Jim-Crow batallion to
do and die for democracy; get ready to go into
the navy and peel potatoes for white sailors (be-
cause that's all you aré good for)—the ketter to
defend democracy. Our liberties are in danger!

_ Roosevelt, Marshall Field, Wallace, La Guardia,
Willkie, the whole boss press, all are trying to
drown the common sense of the worker by shout-
ing these slogans, or whispering them, as need be.

But the Negro is tough. He says, “I want to
fight for democracy here. I have heard these l.dles
before. I don't believe them. You are lying to me.”
The bosses therefore; as the war gets nearer, turn
on the heat. The latest bit of heat is Mr. William
Pickens.

PICKENS GETS A NEW JOB

Pickens is a Negro who went to Harvard, or
'Yale, or Princeton, or all three—it doesn’t-matler.
He is an official of the NAACP and has travelled
all over the country, investigating lynchings, rais-
ing funds, lecturing, agitating, organizing. He is
one of the best known Negro social workers in
the country. Pickens knows everybody who is
somebody. Everybody who is somebody knows
Pickens. /

Now Roosevelt wants o sell the war to the 1
Negroes. He wants them to support it. He wants
them to take the Jim-Crow scraps he offers.them
—all for the sake of democracy. He doesn't want
them to raise demands. He wants them to buy
War Savings Stamps. It takes a thief to catch a
theif, so Frankiin D. Roosevelt thinks it is best
to -take Negroes to catch Negroes. He'sends for
Pickens to, come to Washington -and gives him a
job to sell War Stamps to Negroes ($B 000 a year,
$120 a week).

Naturally, Pickens takes it. Plckens thinks that
this country is not perfect, but it is a democracy
because' HE can get a job for $120 a week. He is
prepared to die for this democracy, at least to
tell other people to die for it. So the Negroes can
look out for Pickens coming round and writing
and speaking and selling them to war, the impe-
rialist war, for profits and trade and land.

The curious thing is that Pickens supported
"Willkie in the last elettion. Many Negro politi-
cians worked hard for Roosevelt. Now they are
raising blue hell. They say that one of them should
have got that nice fat job, and not a Willkie Negro.

. But Roosevelt knows that to sell the Negroes this

war is a hard job. Pickens is the best man to do
this Judas job. So he gives him the §120 -a_week;
to fool the Negroes. "

DO NOT BE FOOLED -

The, 11].101’15 of sharecroppers, starving and ex-
plofted, T He NEBFY workers struggling to get jobs -
and into unions, kicked around day in and day
out by American capitalism, these are the people
Pickens will try to fool for Roosevelt's war. Some'
of you who read this may one day be at a meeting
where Pickens or one of his agents is filling the
room with lies about why the Negro should de-
fend Jim-Crow democracy.

Think it over, brother, and see if it wouldn't
be worth our while to ask for five minutes in or-
der to explain to the -Negroes there exactly why
Judas Pickens is doing Roosevelt's dirty work.

Unionization Sweeps
Over Mojave Desert

LOS ANGELES, May 19—World War I saw the
mushrooming of “Wobbly” (IWW) organization in.
the Northwest hinterlands. Out of isolated forests,
shut off from the world, came some of the most
radical, militant heroes of the American labor
movement.

Out on' the desolate Mojaveé desert in California,
C10 unions\are springing Up overnight in much
the same way as did the “Wobblies”, before them.
The three-month-old Trona strike against the Brit-
ish-owned American Chemical and Potask Works
has set the who}e desert afire.

Union fever is running high up and down Ahe
length of the desert. Workers aren't being organ-
ized; they are organiz@ng't.hemselves into the Mine,
Mill and Smelter Workers. The reaction to the
exploitation suffered at the hands of wealthy ab-

« sentee mine owners_is spontaneous.

| In one tiny mining town, 40 men joined at the
first meeting. Next day 53 joined. Overnight the
place was a union town. Sentiment is particularly
slrong in those mines owned by Gold Fields, Ltd.,
the giant British company that owns Trona. The
workers here hate being exploited by Americans
but they resent being colonial slaves for British
imperialists even more. '

LA story that perhaps better than anything else
illustrated the mood out here comes from the town
of West End. Here 150 people have already con-
tributed $1,750 to the Trano strike fund. This was
not even a union donation. It was contributed
voluntarily and independently by people who want
to see Gold Fields, Ltd., broken. -
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