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The One - Cent
Labor Action
Goes Over!

By ALBERT GATES
Director of Party Building Fund

ONE CENT

IGHT TO STRIKE!
ANTHLABOR LAVS!

Congress has received a go-ahead sagnol from |
President Roosevelt in its anti-labor campaign.

FOR TH
AGAINST

Hold That Ball!

This week it began preparations to pass anti- :
strike and other anti-labor laws.

These will pass unless both camps of organ-
ized labor put up a tremendous national struggle
against this reactionary wave.

Representative McCormick, Democratic floor
leader of the House of Representatives, admitted
this after a conference with President Roosevelt.

He said that the first
7 o bill to be considered
_Taklng the would include provi-
Profits Out
Of War”

sions for a so-called
Budd Style

1 . ; (1} *
cooling off’ period.

In proctice this means that
labor would cool its heels at the |
management’s doorstep, so long

_ as the management refused to
Special to LABOR ACTION settle issues. Labor would be
PHILADELPHIA — Last week we prevented from using the strike
thowed how the Budd Co. made over
400 per cent profit in the third quarter
of 1941. This week's Wall Street Jout-
nal completes the story of the enor-
mous profits of the corporation.

The one-cent LABOR ACTION has gone over with a bang!

The realization of the one-cent paper is the biggest single
accomplishment of our Party since the convention. It is of enor-
mous significance in the work of our Party as a socialist anti-war
organization. This step could not have been accomplished with-
out the splendid response of #he branches.

Increased bundle orders of LABOR ACTION have been re-
ceived by the press office within a week after the first issue of the
one-cent paper was received by the branches.

The New York organization has ordered 1600 copies above
its present bundle order of 5000. Los Angeles has almost doubled
its newly increased bundle order. The same is true of Chicago.

We are certain that the response will be duplicated by other
branches and that the goal of doubling the present printing of
LABOR ACTION within three months will be realized.

‘What is most important, however, is to put over the Program
of Expansion. We need the help of all our friends and readers.

g Coa!ribute to the $5,000 Party Building Fund!

i &

weapon to force the manage-
ment to come to terms.

Likewise the bill would give
President Roosevelt the author-:
from. January 1-to September 30 gy :

is $1754,852, This s ajmost a mu- ity to force “"'"'P‘!’ _
“liow " doliavs-<mere- than- the--com--tion--of ell-u

pany made last year t‘or the same B
nine months, ~This ‘Hindred per - ‘disputes, thereby crechng an-
cent increase in profits has been other board like the Ncﬂon_al
accompanied by only a five per . :
cent rise In wages to SOME of the ~ Defense  Mediation .Bogrd,
employees. This raise was only an which CIO leaders have DE-
NOUNCED because of its inev- .
itable pro-boss character.

The net profit. of the company
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On Our Way l'o the Sécond
Thousand in the $5000 Drive

We are on our way to the second thousand dollars in the drive!

Rochester has sent in $25, making a 100 per cent payment
on their quota. Four additional branches have pulled themselves
out of the zero stage, namely, Buffalo, Lynn, Youngstown and
Philadelphia.

Generally, there have been slight advances recorded in the
standing of the branches, but we have a long way yet to go. There
are still four localities unheard from. By next week we want to
see these four change that situation. Two weeks have passed
since the first remittances were received from other branches and
they too are due to come across. Let’s hear from all the branches
within the next week and let’s push the drive up a number of pegs.

attempt by Mr. Budd to stave off
the unionziation of his plant by the
UAW-CIO.

On the Budd Wheel Corp., a sub-
sidiary of the Budd Mfg:® Co., the
Wall Street Journal also has some

(Continued on page 4)

These and other provisions
are being considered in secret =
hearings of the House Labor
Committee, McCormick added.
President Phillip Murray of the
ClO has demanded the right to
be heard by this committee.

Coal Retreat Is Dangerous Precedent

Though It May Have Been Required by the Situation, It Has Ominous Implications for Future

Roosevelt’s anti-labor role was

- We shall continue as before to publish the standing of the
branches—their quotas, their contributions to date, and the per-

centage of the quota raised.

i _Brgrjch

~ Youngstown

© Worcester

National Office

Philadelphia ... __
sSte Louls sl
Los Angeles . .. ...

Quota
25.00
000.00
100.00
30.00
50.00
500.00
200.00
150.00
300.00

NewYork . ... 300000

Washington ...
Cleveland

Lynn
Buffnlo

Nevada ... ... ..
San Francisco

Columbus

BREENC el asensindiooms
Detroit

200.00
50.00
275.00

75.00
300.00

000.00.

150.00
© 100.00

50.00
20.00

Raised

25.00
357.20
74.00
15.00

20.00
172.00

60.00
41.25
68.00

628.71
40.00

10.00
31.00

7.50
21.25

15.00
00.00
00.00
00.00
00.00

Tétals

- 5,515:00" 1;391:91

Percentage
100

14
50
40
34.4
30
25.5
22.6
20.9
20
20
11.2

10
9

e

LABOR ACTION
114 W. 14th Street
New York City
Dur Friends:

‘I .am interested in learning more ubout the Workers Party and

its fight against the bosses’ war plans.

Name

Address

Cgy

By JACK WILSON

A dangerous precedent for
organized labor was set last

week when the United Mine
Workers of America strike at
the captive mines, involving 53,-
000 workers, was ended with
the issue of union shop submit-
ted to a special three-mon arbi-
tration board.

Although this ‘“settlement”
was cheered by many C_‘O and

AFL leaders, the fact is that the
retreat of the UMWA and John
L. Lewis, its president, has omi-
nous implications for the future;

_since labor was forced to accept

arbitration of a basic union right, the
union shop, when this right should
be recognized without any argument.

Even- if this spéclal board granis
the UMWA '3 ‘union;shop .in: the cap-
tive mines; 'as;-authoritative .reports
from Washington declare it-will, the
victory gained ‘is-<hardly compen-
saled for by the »acceptance of a

!no-sirike, arbitration”
future union struggles.

principle in

‘Miners Were Ready _
+ The .resentment reported among

the strikers and the thHousands of
sympathy strikers over the accepti-
ance of the arbitration proposal in-
dicates not ‘only that they were will-
ing - to fight to the end for a union
shop; ‘but :dlso that Roosevelt has
lost- his grip on the miners.

However, many factors operated to
put the UMWA in a position where
outright rejection of Roosevelt's pro-
posal was not feasible.

John L. Lewis" past political
blunders, his entire record of ac-
cepting arbitration as a means of
settling strikes, despite his recent
belligerent statements, placed him
in a contradictory and insoluble
position which weakened his pow-
er in the coal strike.

The ferocity of the press cam-
paign, including some labor papers,
against the coal strike, were not
sufficiently offset by the UMWA
staterments.

Within the CIOQ itself, the ap-
peasers of Wall Street (the Hill-

(Continued on page 4)

W. P. Asks Action to Free Harlem Boys

Harlem Branch Turns Spotlight on the REAL Criminal:

The Harlem Branch of the Work-
ers Party responded this week to
the so-called ‘‘crime wave” in Har-
lem by issuing thousands of leaflets
which placed the responsibility for
crime on the social and economic¢
system which discriminates against
the Negro people in every walk of
their lives. The. leaflet called upon
the Negro workers to rally to. a
struggle against those responsible
for the slums; poor educational and

. recreational facilitles and Jlm.c:rqw

diserimination in industry.

Negro leaders have been slow to
respond to’ the viclous campaign let
loose by ithe press and the police
department against the Negro peo-
ple; many of them, not understand-
ing - the baslc social  Issues . in-
volved, bave even aasumed a de-
fensive attitude.

Most of the recognized Negro
leaders 'have contented themselves
with calling. innumerable con.ter-
ences to “investigate and discuss”
Harlem's social problems—-ab if those
problems were not clear as day, ‘as
if the problem .weré that of inves-
tigation instead of action! Social

no one bothered him.

On Monday, November 24, a LABOR ACTION reporier went up to
the new courthouse on Center Street where the case of the three Negro
boys was to come up. He walked into the courtroom, but another case
was being: heard, so ‘he went out for a smoke.

He noticed others trying to get in, but without luck.

“Sorry, we can’t let you in.. Courtroom is crowded.”

. But the writer knew the couriroom was only balf-filled. He had
just left it. He thought he would try once more. He went up again—

Yes, the others were colored; he happens (o be white.

workers, - preachers, . -teachers = and
lawyers are doing -a.great deal of
talking and filling of . their appoint-
ment. books with -dates for .more

1all-ung But they have comp]euﬂv.

failed to undertake the most ele-

mentary. actions which are required .

now in defense of ie Negro people.

Mass meetings - to mobilize Har-
lem's workers:to voice their indigna-
tion at this campaign against Har-
lem? Mass meetings to denounce
Jim Crow -in industry? - Demonstra-
tions demanding that rotten slums
and ‘outmoded schools be torn down

»

and houses fit_foér living-and schools
fit for learning be built?

No, the Negro leaders doé not think
of such militant action.. They prer
fer -polite little meetings where they
talk to each other endlessly.

Meanwhile, three boys, alleged to
have committed a murder, are being
arraigned before a grand jury prior
{o Being placed on trial. The Har-
lem Branch, in its leaflet distributed
throughout Harlem, sfated:

“Citizens of Harlem! There is an
:mports_l_nt job before us!  Defend
the three Negro boys ‘_'s_'hq are on

Boss System of Jim-Crow Discrimination

trial!

“Jerome Dore, age 12, Clement
Allen and Norman Davis, age 16—
victims of a social system in which
Negroes are forced to live in pov-
erty, discrimination and segrega-
tion— '

“Jerome Dore, Clement Allen
and Norman Davis—victims of a
scurrilous campaign unleashed by
a vicious press against the Negro
people—a campaign that has as its.
alm the continwed oppression and
terrorization of Negro men, wom-
en and children— .

“NOT THE BOYS BUT THE
REAL . (RIMINALS MUST BE
INDICTEH' Or job is to turn ‘the
spotlight-on them. Expose and in-
dict those who are responmsible for
slums, inadequate educational and
recreational facilities, and discrim-
ination against Negroes in indus-
try. THE BOYS MUST GO FREE!"

_.The. leafiet,. which_ was_ headed
JAM THE COURTROOM,” conclud-
ed with a call to be present at the
preliminary hearing held © Monday,
November 24, in Homicide Court. ..

clearly explained in a dispatch
from Washington in the New
York Times which pointed out
that “Roosevelt took personal
command of the efforts to write
anti-strike legislation by sum-
moning a bi-partisan group of
members of Congress and gov-
ernment officials.”

Of course, many other propo-
sals and provisions will be pre-
sented to the House Labor Com-
mittee. How far the poll-tax
congressmen can get, even with
Roosevelt’s support, depends en-
tirely on what ORGANIZED LA-
BOR does to protect its rights. =

A mobilization of the entire
labor movement through mass

- protest meetings, a flood of pro-

test delegations to Washington,
and other pressure moves would
help cool off the congressmen
who need it so badly.” There
must be sturdy UNITY against
‘these legislative proposals!

Only if the labor-baiters can .
get some support in the labor

movement from the Hillman
and Stalinist machines and the
AFL bureaucracy, will they dare
pass any legislation affecting
adversely labor's mterests uml
rtghts. . : 7

A huge publicity ccmpmgn
will begin this week in the news-
papers trying to whip up “pub-’
lic opinion’ behind the anti-
labor legislation moves. A
COUN_TER_ CAMPAIGN BY
THE UNIONS 1S ESSENTIAL!
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CIO Stand on

A Summary of the Fourl'h Natlona;l Cmventmn of the Cio

/ar Weakens Its Fight for Labor’s Needs

By David Coolidge

. After a week of deliberations, during which all the
main econtroversial questions were either muffled or
smoothed .over, the fourth national convention of the
€10 came: to an end: with the tumultuous and “upani-
ms””mlmtlhn of Phillip Mmrray to.the presidency.
It had! been a. week in. which some delegates; spec-
taa;ors aad .the capitalist press. were. walting for some-
th‘lng to: ham:aen. But whatever it was they were waiting
for, it never: ‘came: to pass; that’is-on the convention, floon.
There were: tilts in committees, disagreements and: hot
worde—but. not. a- single’ mingnity, resolution or neport
came before ‘the convention. All dissenters were either
-neaﬁua,d 1o go along or-at:least to abstain in the-con-
Sibhs'« The best that they could do was 1o .
take & iew, wild andi harmless: punches: at each other in
the Statler: Hotel,

'mm 'nmsm Mumy SET HIMSELF
The: CIO leadership headed: by Murray seemed to.
; have “hadi one big idea. in; mind; one: panamount task to.
. perform. That task was to prove to Roosevelt first, then
to Congress, business and the “public” that the CIO is in
full support' of what, is known. as- “the President’s: foreign
policy” and the “defense” program. The big idea in the
mind 'of the delegates. was, the re-election. of Murray.
~ This is not to say that these actions were the sole con-
tribufions. of the. convention; the. gathering did other
thmgs«--zhings that weére exiremely important—but all
other questions, no matter: what: them impontance, took
second: place to the resolutlpn on the War. and the re-
eiéctﬂnn of Murray. .
' Theseé iwo actions called forth.most of the “debate"
at'the convention: The speeches-as a whole were of the
routine: and hollow kind that didn’t carry much convic-
tion. This doesn't apply of -coursé to the case of Mur-
::,ay’s ‘ré-election, because- Murray should have been. re-
‘elected. There . was no contest ahd there could' have

bem none.

WB&&X‘S S!IIB:ENGTH IN. THE ORGAN.IZATION

.-~ All the talk in the capitalist press. about Murray now
hg,mg* the strong man of the CIO and that he will now
lead the organization in his own name and not merely
as: the deputy  of John L. Lewis, is: just so much tripe
and nonsense. Ever since his election at Atlantic City
last year ].\'lu-rra:yr has been in command of the CIO and:

ha<s not been. a deputy of Lewis. He was the only candi- '

date for the office and in the nature of things could have
“been ‘the only candidate. His re-election by unanimous
vote of the convention was in the bag and all the parad-
ing, shouting and seconding speeches by all the CIO
vice~presidents was just so much ballyhoo and a sheer
‘waste of time.

' What was the convention trying to prove by the 35
minute ovation after Murray’s nomination by Kennedy?
These were the same people that had given Lewis a 45
minute ovation the year before at Atlantic City. Should

anything happen that would make it impossible for °

Murray to be a candidate next year and Lewis came
forward, these CIO leaders would be just as vociferous
and voluble for Lewis as they were this year for Murray.

I hope that Phil Murray understands this sort of
‘thing. I think that Lewis does. There were the Stalin-
inists, who last year inflated the ovation for Lewis (and

© a" demonstration. against Lewip.

* against Murray) {o 45 minutes; this year they were bel-

lowing. all over the place about Murray's great leader-
ship and what a calamity the CIO would face without
the leadership of Murray. The pernfonmanges of these
scoundnels in the: convention must: have: turned: Murray’s
stomach,
of: @m for, many delegates; that is those. under the.
influence of ‘Hillman, the demonstration for Murray, was:
Hillman had slipped
into. Detroit a few-days before the opening of the con-
vention to. organize his faction and to: prepare for the
convention sessions. This is the only method that Hill-
man can use in fighting Lewis since he: angd' of: course
none of his ligutenants is any match for Lewis: in the
open:. Thene must have:been a lpt of scared Hillmanites
present who, were fearful that Lewis would show up.
some-day:
Iosay that: the unanimous. ne-election, of Murray
- Wia8, 1ndmam not only: fox the reason thai there was.
“ ‘no-one else.but also because, within the: framework
of his outlook and understanding, Murray had made
. an exegllent CIO president. This despite his bun-
‘gling of the Nerth American situation, his “for and |
against” attitude in connection with “mediation”.
boards; his support of the war while he at the same
time protests that he is no war-monger, his naive be- .
lief in the “Murray Plan,” his all-out support of the
“defense’” program and his simultaneous claim. that
the CIO will never surrénder its gains but will con-
_ tine to fight for greater gains while the war is on.
The most important reason for which the delegates
gave:. Murray full support was that they had earlier
‘adopted significant resolutions giving: the: stand of the
CIO on the guestions of war ‘and national “defense.” The

positions taken in these resolunons were. Murray’s. To -

adopt. Murray's program arid ‘then repudiate. Murray, or
even to waver on the re-election of Murray, just would

* not maké sense. This also goes for all those: like A. D,
Lewis and the delegates from the miners; who, although
they did not vote for the war resolution, did not oppose
it or offer any substitute. ‘There was no leadership in the
conyention except the Murray' leadership, Not a single.
delegate took the floor to oppose the resolutwn on giving
full support-to Roosevelt's “foreign policy™ and the *de-
fense” program.

OPPOSITION TO WAR RESOLUTION SILENT

Despite the fact that natienal CIO conventions are
pretty well oiled and with the top leaders at the con-
trols, they did not perhaps expect such easy sailing with
the resolution in support of the war. Even with oppo-
sition the resolution. would have passed. What opposi-
tion there was had no leadership present. Furthermore,
no program had been or was put forth by any opposi-
tion, actual or potential,

The tactical procedure followed by the conven-
tion leaders must have caused them some sleepless
nights. They had the job of supporting Lewis and
his miners in an actual strike, justifying their with-
drawal from the National Defense Mediation Board
and at the same time proving their loyalty to Roo-
sevelt and “our country.”

This was a big otder and I got the impression that

Murray wasn't very happy in the role of captain at-
tempting 1o steer the CIO ship away from the rocks.
And then too there were the millions of workers organ-
ized in the CIO, including some. of, the lowest paid and
most: exploited workers in the Unifed States. There are
the Negro workers who are not benefiling much from
the ‘President’s “foreign policy” and the “defense” pro-
gram. The rank and. file membership hadi to be kept in
mind;

The capitalist press wasn't much impressed with the.
“for-and against"” attitude of the convention. The bosses
wanted complete capitulation, open repudiation of the
mine strike and. a harmonious rejection of any and all
militant actions by the CIO unions. The Hillmanites
were in complete agreement with the bosses on these
matters. Krzyski, Potofsky and Rosenbloom were there
as delegates and Irwin and Hardman were on the side-
lines. To these can be added the smaller Hillman fry
like Beuther and others:

INITIATE ORGANIZING DRIVE IN' THE SOUTH

The outstanding decision of the convention, so
far as benefits to labor are concerned, was the deci-
sion to initiate an organizing campaign in the South.
This is 'to be the next great organizing effort of the
national CIO. At another kind of convention this
decision would have called forth the kind of dis-
cussion such an important project deserves, Every-
body was for it, of course, but nothing much was
said about it in the convention. Such a proposal °
could have and should have been made a big thing.
Carrying the CIO into the South means penetrating
the most reactionary section of the country with the
most militant trade union in the country today. It
means bringing industrial unionism to the most op-
pressed workers in the country,

The convention reaffirmed its former position on the
qy.iestion of the poll tax and passed a strong resolution
against lynching and in support of federal anti-lynching
legislation. “Ferdinand Smith, Negro secretary of the
National Martime Union, took the floor on the anti-
lynching resolution. It was significant, however, that
Smith did not speak on the resolution supporting Roose-
velt's “foreign policy.” He could have tied up the war
resolution with the status and plight of the Negro in the
United States and opposed the passage of the resolution
as the representative of the most oppressed of the work-
ers; who had nothing to gain by support of the impe-
rialist war. But being a Stalinist, it was not in the
cards for Smith to oppose the resolution supporting
the war.

There was a resolution calling for raising the
minimum pay of soldiers in the army to $60 a month.
The convention also went on record opposing the
practice of the War Department in training draffees
for strikebreaking.

PROVE THEY WANT TO “GET INTO LINE”

The leadership not only demonstrated in the resolu-
tion on foreign policy that it was anxious to get into
line but it wanted to make it clear that the CIO is not
opposed to “mediation.” This despite the recent expe-
riences with the “Mediation” Board. A resolution passed,

with the usual uncritical attitude, putting the organiza-
tlon on record as favoring the exhatisting of all “media-
tion" and “conciliation” services before resortting to a
strike. The intention of the leadership in this resolu-
tion was clearly to say that although the CIO had had
difficulties with a certain “mediation” board that this
did not mean that the CIO will {ake any future boards
of the same stripe. lightly. '

The Currien case was the event that was expected
to let off the fireworks against Hillman. But there
were to be no, fireworks. Murray saw to that. A
resolution was presented and adopted condemming.
‘the OPM for its handling of the Currier matter, but
Hillman was not mentioned by name. In attempting
io go furthen, the convention on the last day adopi-
ed a resolution calling on” the OPM and other gov-
ernment department and agencies to “take imme-
diate positive action to set aside the AFL’s collusive
contracts” in certain plants on the Pacific. Coast. The
leaership of the convention stood firm against the

" naming of Hillman, despite the fact that Hillman is
known to all of them as the one person responsible
for the establishment of these “collusive contracts”
and for refusing the contraet to the Currier Com-
pany in faver of a collusive contract with the AFL,

This failure to let a resolution condemning Hillman
come before the convention for discussion and vote made
it impossible to detérmine the relative strength of Lewis
and Hillman in the convention. It is my opinion that a
resolution condemning Hillman would not have been
carried in the convention. Not because Hillman had
anything that could be called a Hillman majority, but
for the reason that the majority of the convention dele-
gates were against the attitude of Lewis in connection
with the “national emergency” and support of the Pres-
ident.

Not only this, but it is important to note that it
really would not have made sense to pass a resolu-
tion condemning Hillman in the Currier case after
voting for the resolution to support the Roosevelt
“foreign policy” and full support to the “defense”
program. On the all-important question of the war,
the convention, including Murray, was in full agree-
ment with Hillman. Furthermore, Hillman’s idea of
applying the resolutions passed by the convention
is to do precisely just such things as he did in the
‘Currier case and what he did in connection with the
AFL “collusive contracts” on the Pacific Coast. The
CIO voted full support to the ‘“‘defense” program.
Hillman’s idea of carrying this out is to keep down
“jurisdictional” guarrels between the AFL and the
CIO0.

It remains to be seen how Murray will face the many
serious problems that will confront the CIO in the com-
ing year. He didn’t make a very good start in the con-
vention. He will learn .as he goes along with the cam-
paign to organize the South, to fight the poll tax, to op-
pose lynching, to collaborate with “mediation” boards
and the other things that he has in mind, that the ruling
class has not been fooled by any of the conciliatory reso-
lutions and speeches made in the convention. They will
still demand the complete capitulation of Murray and the
whole CIO.

Uruguayan

Revolutionists
Oppose Naval
Air Base Plan

We publish below the dﬂ_clamtipn'

of the League'of International Soe
«cialists,
Fourth International,

Uruguayan Section, of the
on the pro-.
posed establishment of nayal air;
bases by the United States in Uru-
guay. It is reprinted from the
League’s. newspaper; Against; the
Stream, the only publication in; Uru-
guay which consistently and cour-
ageously opposes the war plans of

_Amerigan impenrialism.

We revolutionary socialists must
declare ourselves on the naval air
bases project, presented by the oV~
ernment of General Baldomir for
the benefit of Yankee imperialism.

. A Railroad Worker
Writes on Situation

Dear Editor:

I have read the excellent articles
carried by your paper on the rail-
mad workers' wage movement. This
_material is ‘of special interest to.me
as ‘I am a locomotive fireman. It
might be of some interest to your
readers to know another side of the
picture, that of th& sentiment of the
~workers involved and their reaction
' to the develppments to date.

. When the wage movement first got
going and up to the announcement
of the fact finding board’s decision to
give the operating unions a 7.5 per

cenht increaseé and the non-operating’

 ones: a 135 increase, the men were

. pretty apathetic toward the whole
business. Though we had voted
almost: unanimously for a strike if
our demands for an increase of 30
pgr cent was not granted, most of
us' felt that this was merely a for-
m;-xhty necessary to get the compli-
cated machinery going which. is pro-
vided for by the Railway Labor Act.
No one really expected to get 30 per
cent. The opinion prevailed: that we
would get about 12' or 13 per cent,
even though almost all of "us agree

that ' only a 30 per cent increase:

would, bring our wages up to the
* standards won by the workers in
other industries. Further, most work-
ers were convinced that “we can’t
_strike” because the government

would never permit the railroad to

be. crippled during this period of
gigantic preparation for war.

When the fact finding board’s
decision was handed down, how-
ever, this mood was replaced. al-
most. at. once by a feeling of anger.
The workers feel that they have
been betrayed by an Administra-
tion which they thought would
give them a break. In the dirty
shacks up and dowmn the road
where enginemen gather = before
they go to work, the men pounded
the tables in wrath, discussed the
hard conditions under which they
have to work, the increased dan-
gers and hardships placed upon us
by the present overcrowding of the
roads, lack of attention paid to the
overworked equipment, longer
trains and tighter schedules. They
discussed the gigantic profits béing
reaped by the roads, the fact that
already- in anticipation of the raise
railwaymen’s hotels have increased
their prices by 30 per cent, and
that the general rise in the cost
of living has already taken away
from us any real gains we might
have made had we gotten even the
30 per cent increase, Strike talk is
now taken seriously. The boys
point out that the CIO and AFL
have been able to strike and win
despite terrific government and
employer pressure, and after all
we railroad workers have the same
rights as other citizens, if we will
assert them.

| . ignores or distorts.

your home.

1c Labor Action

Now more than ever is a wo'r'king class interpretation of
the news necessary. LABOR ACTION gives you week by week
the news from a working class point of view. LABOR ACTION
prints labor news which in many cases the capitalist press

To make this indispensable paper available to all work-
| ers. we have reduced the sale and subscription price of LA-
BOR ACTION. The new rates are:
60 Cents a Year; 35 Cents for Six Months

If the. number on your wrapper is Vol. 5, No. 47, your

- subscripion has expired. Resubscribe at the new low rate. Or
‘if you are not yet a subscriber, do not fail to avail yourself
of the qpportuml'y to have ,LABOR ACTION delivered to.

| Send subscriptions and money to LABOR ACTION l'l4
. West 14th Street, New York Clty |

Hy

tory!

This does not mean that there will
really be a strike for our justified
demands. There is one joker in the
deck and the boys know it. That is
the set-up of the railroad brother-
hoods which permits the leadership
to accept any seftlement they see fit,
and we have nothing to say about it.
Contrary to the practice of demo-
cratic unions in which the leadership

Uruguay Group
Hails Workers
Party Convention

The following arrived too late to
be included in the regular conven-
tion report:

L ]

To the National Convention
of the Workers Party

Dear Comrades:

We extend our most cordial greet-
ings to your National Convention
and hope. for its success and for the
success of all your campaigns—espe-
cially the New York mayoralty cam-
paign.

Our group in Uruguay, a small
group well integrated through seri-
ous struggles, hopes that out of your
convention there will come correct
and precise directives regarding- the
current workers’ movement and the
reaffirmation of the correct revolu-
tionary position of the Workers. Par-
ty. This will be an inspiration for
a powerful forward impulsion to all
those groups arising in the nations
of South America which will' make
possible the eventual triumph of so-
cialism in all lands and which will
make a reality of the United Social-
ist States of America!

However necessary it is for all the
workers to be united in a single In-
ternational, only a solid internation-
alist movement can arouse the con-
fidence and the enthusiasm of the
workers who have been deceived so
often by the treachery of the old
leaders,

In the midst of our difficulties it is
vital that all of us should struggle
for the growth and strengthening of
the Fourth Internationalist move-
ment and, in this sense, we place
great hope in your National Conven-
tion.. !

With warmest revolutionary greet-
ings! "

Long live the Workers Party!

Forward to an Intemational vie-

International Socialist Laague
of Uruguay.

- has to have any contract ratified by
the membership before it is valid,
our leaders saw to it that on the
strike ballot there was a clause’ by
which all workers gave full powers
to the national leaders to make the
contract and bound themselves to ac-
cept any contract thus made. It is
only now that many of us are be-
ginning to realize that this set-up
makes a sell-out. all to easy.

The papers:now say that an agree-
ment will be reached this week, If
so, the bosses: will probably “regret-
fully concede, in the national inter-
est” to give us about 10 per cent
more than we have been getting, and
our leadership, with pious protests
and “in the national interest” will
accept. They dare not accept the 7.5
per cent which has so aroused the
workers' wrath, but they probably
figure that they can face the mem-
bership if they “wring” another 25
per cent out of the roads.

Yet it is possible that this time
they figure wrong. The boys have
been so awakened by the lousy deal
the Administration and the roads are
trying to. give them that more and
more of them are saying we should

Initiate Second
Appeal to Free
Frame-Up Victim

A second appeal in the case of
Christ Popoff, trade unionist of Syra-
cuse, N. Y, serving 15-25 years in
Attica Prison on a charge of at-
tempted arson, will be argued in

Rochester in January, the Workers °

Defense League has announced. Pre-
siding Judge Harley N. Crosby of
the Appellate Division, Fourth De-
partment, set December 13 as the
final date for filing the typewritten
record and the briefs. Richard Klu-
gherz of New York is Workers De-
fense League counsel for Popoft.

Arrested on March 4, 1940, Popoft
was - tried and convicted at Water-
town, N. Y., where the crime is al-
leged to have been committed. The
Workers Defense League entered the
case following ' the conviction, ap-
pealed and secured a reversal of the
conviction and a new trial on the
basis of insufficient evidence. At the
second trial, although no new evi-
dence of guilt was presented, Popoff
was reconvicted and the judgment
of the Appellate Court was thus dis-
regarded. Morris. Milgram, League
secretary, said he was “confident
that, upon appeal, the court will re-
verse this unjust conviction.”

not settle for a cent less than 20 per
cent.

CIO talk is growing, The boys
point out that we pay dues almost
twice as high as most CIO unions
and get only half as much service
for them. There is a growing con-
viction that the craft set-up of the
brotherhoods is responsible for this,
with its great number of highly paid
officers, most of whom would be
eliminated by an industrial union of
all operating employees. Right now
there are hundreds of militant rail-
way workers who do not even be-
long to the brotherhoods because
they are disgusted by their conserv-
atism and inability to really fight for
us. If we are sold down the. river
this time I am convinced that a real-
ly powerful CIO drive to organize
the railway workers would meet
with a success which would astound
the whole labor movement,

The railway employers, like the
bosses all over the country, seem to
be convinced that due to the “na-
tional emergency,” the government
will back them up even if they re-
fuse to make any congessions. If this
leads them to the foolhardy course
of refusing to give moré than the
7.5 per cent increase. recommended
by the board, the brotherhood lead-
ership may yet be forced by the
pressure of the rank and file to
really go through with the sirike. If
they do there will be hell to pay.
Railroad workers are hard to get
started, but once we get going no-
body is going to push us around!

J. L.

Oakland, Cal.

Likes Carlo’s

Cartoons

Dear Editor:

The Armistice Day cartoon: by
Carlo was a good one, as was the
one with the sluggers waiting around
the corner for Local 544. Let's have -
more like them. Let's have more
use of the American idiom!

B. L.

Lyons Trial
In January

HUGO, Okla. (NAACP Release)—
The 1trial date has been set in the
W. D. Lyons case for the January
term of the Oklahoma State Su-
preme Court, the NAACP announced,
this week, saying that the testimony
brought out in court would be the
most dramatic in any murder case
in, years.

Lyons, a 20-year-old farmer of
Fort Towson, Okla., has been in the
Oklahoma state penitentiary since
January, 1940, on the basis of a
forced ‘“confession” of the triple
murder of Elmer Rogers, his wife
and young son.

The case has many ramifications,
political and otherwise, but senti-
ment in Oklahoma is strong in favor
of Lyons's innocence.

Peace officers of the county are
charged with torturing Lyons un-
mercifully to extract a confession,
even to the extent of putting a pan
of bones in his lap, forcing: him to
hold them and telling him they were
the bones of the victims.

Lyons was rushed through a pre-
liminary hearing in a courtroom
crowded with whites. worked up. to
near-lynching pitch. He was with-
out a lawyer either before or during
the trial. The two local lawyers who
were assighed by the court to defend
him refused to act and were ex-
cused by the court. Nevertheless he
pleaded not guilty and the NNACP
State Conference in Oklahoma, after
investigation and adwvice from the
national office, undertook his de-
fense.

An interesting sidelight = is the
NAACP's statement that C. A. Col-
clasure, father of Mrs. Rogers, sent
his joining fee to the Association
and is now a member. He joined in
June.

The NAACP also stated that at
the time Lyons was sentenced on the
forced “confession” every Negro and
90 per cent of the whites in the area
were convinced of his innocence.
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LABOR ACTION opens its c‘_o‘lumns to contributions from its read-
ers. Write about conditions in your shop, in your union, in your

city. Write us your opinion of the paper and its policies. Write us
your views on the events of the world. LABOR ACTION is your

paper! Use it!

The naval air bases are not for.
continental defense, nor for mna-
tional defense, 1s was cynically
said, but solely as an aid to Amer-
ican imperialism in its: policy of
world aggression, The Wall Sireet
agents in the political' parties: of
Uruguay say that thé Roosevelt
government ‘is no longer imperial-
ist.” That is a lie. 'We haye not
forgotten the bloody conquest. of
Nicaragua, Cuba, Puerfo Rieo,
when TUncle Sam's “demnnr,&ﬂ(!”

troops employed fascist mzﬂ.mds
“against the populations of those
countries. Neither have we for-
goiten that, thanks to the aid of
Uncle Sam; all the dictatorial gov-
ernments of Lalin America are
maintained.

For Uruguay the naval air bases :
mean a pledge of tferritory to the
Yankees. Only imbeciles can be-
lieve that our country can have these
bases, .when it has neither warships
nor adequate aviation. ey

" We are, therefore, against these
bases because we know that it is.a
fundamental step toward the ens
trfnce of Uruguay into the impenal—
ist war,

Sound the Alarm

By means of popular agitation
the Uruguayan people must de-
mand that this unjust project be
abolished. The establishment of.
these bases would mean to lose
even more national sovereignty.
In case of war between the United:
States and another imperialism,
the ships of the latter would at- -
tack the Punta del Este, bringing
to Uruguay all the horror of war.

This would mean the entrance of
Uruguay into the slaughter, for it
would be said that “the sovereignty .
of the country is in danger” and-the =
people would be called to serve as
cannon: fodder. :

Before it is too late and the im-
perialists have enchained our coun-
try, the League of International So-
cialists cries the alarm and pomts
to the true road to follow: 5

FOR THE ORGANIZATION OF
THE PROLETARIAT AND THE
POPULAR MASSES IN A STRONG
BLOC AGAINST THE IMPERIAL-
IST WAR, AGAINST THE NAVAL
AIR BASES AND AGAINST THE
ENTRANCE OF URUGUAY INTD
THE SLAUGHTER.

Longshoremen in
Boston Refuse
To Work Overtime

BOSTON, Nov. 14—The 5,000 mem-
bers of the South Boston Loecal and

. Charlestown Local of the Longshobe-

men's Union, AFL, by a vote of' 44p
1, at meetings called to discuss- this
question, have refused the U.S: Guv;-
ernment’s request that they work
overtime,
been chosen as one of the princigal
centers for lease-lend shipments and.
the longshoremen were informed
that their decision would “have an
important bearing on Boston’s im-

mediate future as a major seapert” .

But the longshoremen work too. hard
with the present hours, and. they
know from ' experience that “tempo-
rary” arrangements tend to become
permanent, for if they do get a cou-
ple of extra dollars for working'
overtime, taxes and retail prices will
be figured out on a wage-plus- -over-
time basis. So what have you? A
lot of extra hours and hard work
for nothing.

Other groups. of workers may, have
grasped at the overtime, but to, the
longshoremen  the whole thing is
clear. Rear Admiral Emory S. Land,
chairman of the U.S. Marj-ﬁme-Com.-
mission, had requested that the es-
tablished hours of work be changed. .
“Why should the government be

willing to pay extra money in over-

time, when there are thousands: of
young fellows unemployed who are
willing to work at straight wages? .
Maybe the government is thinking
ahead? So are we.”

The Harvard Liberal Union on No-
vember 18 addressed a letter to the
Harvard Crimson, student daily: pa~ :
per, in which they said: “This case
is clearly one involving basic civil
liberties and could become a prece
dent for the smashing of all txgqﬂp
unions which do not toe the mark.”

The port of Boston has ..
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> efénse Clo#és Its Case--
'Minnesqta “Sedition” Trial

Agamst 23 Goes To Jury

I\ﬁNNEAPOLIS—The “gedition” trial of 23 members of; the Socialist Workers

l’arty and Local 544-CIO is reaching

ils end. The defense has finished: the

i presentahlm of ‘its case and- it is expected that the jury will be instructed to

réach its verdict within a few days.

Recent developments in the defense presentation are:

1) V. B. DUNNE, o

ouistanding Minnesota labor leader, testified at length

He

its. oonﬂmt wlth the bosses of the area, and of its consolidation as one of

America’s. best organized unions, un-
til Dan. Tobin, decided to give it the
knife, Dunne was cross-examined by
District Attorney Anderson, who
merely succeeded in divulging more
details about Dunne's career in. the
labor and radical movement.

2) MILES. DUNNE and ROY OR-
GON, two. defendants, testified that
they were not members of the So-
cialist Workers Party, contradicting
the ‘attempts of the prosecution to
tie them up with the SWP. Miles
'Dunné admitted his familiarity with

xist ideas and the, SWP- program,
but denied actual membershlp in the
party.

3), BAY RAINBDLT, 544 leader,
tesfified. that he had been the leader

£ of the Union Defense Guard, and

that its. sole purpose. had been to
- protect the union from attacks of
the Silver Shirts. He denied that it
ha;i planned to. overthrow the gov-
erpment. he: nather doubted that it
was. strong: enough to do. so.

4), Two - University of Minnesota
students, JOHN. HART and EARL
DQS’I:AD gave the lie to a govern-

; mqn_t_z witness who had, testified hav-

ing' heard one of the defendants,
Grace Carlson, " urge violent over-
throw of the government at a speech
‘which she had delivered at the Uni--

- versity:

‘Special to. LABOR ACTION

MINNEAPOLIS — The defense has®
begun the presentation of its case

“in the now: famous “sedition” trial

being: held. here of 23 members of
the . Socialist Workers Party and
Local 544-CIO.

The first: witness for the defense
was. James: P: Cannon, national sec-
retary of the Workers Party. Can-
non’s testimony consisted primarily
of an explanation of the ABC prin-
ciples of Marxism.

Defense Attorney Goldman led
him through numerous channels of
Marxist theory—attitude toward the
state, social revolution, war, impe-

" rialism, etc. To all of these ques-

tions Cannon gave simple answers

" intended: to clear up some of the

contdsmn—due in part to ignorance

+and'in-partito: m&lme—-—created ‘by the
= prosecutions’ o =i v ct

it g

On'i{iolﬂlw

When Special Prosecutor Schwein-
haut got his chance to cross-examine
Cannon, he attempted to. force the-
lafter to admit that the SWP advo-
“cated. armed overthrow of the gov-
ernment. Cannon, however, stuck
to his claim that the Marxist move-
ment traditionally has distinguished
betweern: advocacy of-a minority use
of force. (which it opposed) and the
use. of’ force, if necessary, by a ma-
jority to enforce its will against'an
obstructionist minoxity.

(?,'mon stated. that in his opin-
ion it was likely that if and when
the. majority of the American peo-
ple. wanted and: orgapized: for so-
cialism, the minority of capitalisis
and. militarists - would: oppose the
will of this majority. That, he de-
clared, was the lesson of previous
revolutions. It was in that sense,
he declared, that the SWP felt it
likely that the transition to social-
‘ism_ probably would be accompa-
nied by violence.

'$chweinhaut made his biggest er-
owever, when he atiempted to
confound the witness by a stupid
couritemosxtmn of reforms. to- revolu-
tion. ‘Cannon pointed out that the

- traditional Marxist point of view was

g smghts. of the fascist Silver Shirts.

_*not-one. of opposing reforms to revs
‘ plution but that of insisting that one

without the other is- insufficient, and
that gyeforms would eventually cul-
minate in a complete social revolu-
tion.

A number of other witnesses have
also- been called. Five truck drivers
who belonged to the Union Defense
Guard have testified that there was
never any: talk at the meetings and
. mobilizations of the Guard about
. overthrowing the government and
. that, the. commonly understood pur-

pose.of the Guard was the protection
of the union: from the expected on-

i

Whats Going on
_Imn:le Russia?

For weeks there have. been abso-
lutely- no reports. on: the situation in-

" side Leningrad. K What’s going on?
‘The city is surrounded, Voroshilov is -

- gone, Why are the Stalinists silent
“apput it?- Is it possible that inside
- Lenipgrad, as elsewhere: in Russia,
_ there is dissatisfaction with the bu-
r'ohucmy‘q conduct in the war?

The. newspapers, this week carried

& tiny item to, the: effect that “five

oﬂmkmvolnﬁonists" were shot in

lﬁ!;lbishem for distributing leaflets at
3, faotory” It is possible thai these

CRDC Notes
Increasing support for the defend-
ants in the Minnesota sedition trial
was demonstrated last week in a
vigorous resolution endorsing the de-
fense passed by the San Francisco
Industrial Union Council. The reso-
lution was accompanied by a dona-
tion, raising to 35 the number of un-
ions (in ‘14 cities) which have con-
tributed funds to the defense.

Another significant endorsement
came from Local 1-10 of the Inter-
national Longshoremen’s .and Ware-
housemen's - Union, CIO —of which
Harry Bridges is the head. Bridges
is now being persecuted under the '
same reactionary Smith Act which
is being used against the 28 defend-
ants.

Labeling the indietments as “an
attack on the right of men and wom-
en to organize,” the General Defense
Committee of the. IWW last week
gave strong endorsement to the Civil
Rights Defense Committee, which
has already been endorsed by the
American Civil Liberties Union and
the Workers Defense League,

L ]

New members are joining the Na-
tional Committee of the Civil Rights
Defense Committee almost daily. The
National Committee now numbers
65 men and women, all well-known
liberal and labor leaders.

L ]

Among those who joined the Na-
tional Committee last week are the
following: Louis Nelson, Mgr., New
York Joint Board of Knitgoods
Workers, ILGWU; Rev. Owen D.
Knox, former chairrhan, National
Federation for Constitutional Liber-
ties; Mrs. Carolyn Storlie, member
Minneapolis Board of Public Wel-
fare; Maynard Kreuger, professor at
Chicago University and member of.
the National Comimiftee of the So-
cialist Party; Rt. Rev. D. T. Hunt-
ington; F. O. Matt'hmssen, professor.
at Harvard University; Margaret
West, well known, liberal Minneapo-
lis school: teacher; W. E. B. DuBois,
leading Negro educator, professor at
Atlanta University; Dewey Albinson,
former head of Minnesota WPA pro-
ject.

————"Nature's Cheapest C«mplete Food” Is a Bonanza to Profiteers—=

Milk Is a Good Food, But Can You Aﬁord lt""

Big “ads” in the papers ask: “Do
you drink enpugh milk?” And they
ipform the reader that milk has vita-
min A plus calcium plus an alkaline
reagtion—in fact, it is “nature’s
CHEAPEST complete food.”

But when you read that word
“CHEAPEST,” you see red. You
punch the “ad” right on the nose,
after which you fling the paper
down and jump on it.

Your trouble is not that you don't
know all about the dietary wvirtues
of milk. IT IS THAT YOU CAN'T
AFFORD
IT AS YOUR FAMILY NEEDS.

For in the past few months the
price has gone up NINETEEN PER
CENT in the New York area—and
an average of FOURTEEN PER
CENT throughout the country,

The latest increase in the New
York area brought the price of de-

livered milk up to SEVENTEEN -
CENTS A QUART. The powerful -

Burden and Sheffield companies, the
main milk distributors in this, dis-
trict, “explained” — ‘with straight
faces—that they had to add another
half cent a quart because of the
$2.50 a week wage increase granted
their employees as of October 25.
They spent large sums of money to
propagandize. their customers. with
pamphlets and leaflets. These were
sprinkled with so-called statistics
designed to “prove” that the poor
companies JUST HAD to boost the
price of milk T COVER THE
WAGE INCREASE because the poor
things chronically operate at a loss
or at so slight a profit it's hardly
worth mentioning. "You'd think de-
livering milk is just a hobby they
enjoy for its own sake. i

The Facts Talk

BUT LESS BIASED: STATISTICS
ON THE SUBJECT TELL A FAR
DIFFERENT STORY. \

Just. taking this last half cent a
quart inecrease—OF WHICH THERE
HAVE BEEN FIVE IN THE PAST
FEW MONTHS, TOTALING TWO
AND A HALF CENTS A QUART,
and for four of which there wasn't
even the false justification of a wage
increase—it will require the New
York customers of these two compa-
nies to pay them $485,000 more. for
milk per month. However, the wage
increase granted the, companies’ em-
ployees amounts to only $167, a
month. The consumer, therefore, ac-
tually “hands over to the companies
$326,495 more than the wage -in-
creases. paid+~thesworkers,

Amnually this gratuity that the
consumers. present to the compa-
nies runs up to nearly $4,000,000—
AND IS DULY REFLECTED IN
THE SIZE OF THE DIVIDEND

CHECKS SENT OUT TO THE

TO BUY AS MUCH OF

HARD-WORKING. STOCKHOLD-
ERS. This, of course, is in addi-
- tion to all other profits.

To break these: figures. down fur-
ther: It is estimated that the average
routeman takes oyt each morning
about 150 quarts of milk. The price
increase of half a cent a quart thus
amopunts to $1.25 on his entire load:
Whereas the driver’s wage increase
per day is 42 cents, leaving 83 cenis
for the poor meney-losing companies
to- profit as an extra tidbit.

Pullman Workers

VYote in Labor

Board Election

‘CHICAGO — After almost 50 years
of a rotten labor policy, which: has
kept the workers inact ] i

the famed Pullman'-Stan

Mfg. Co. is again 'faeéd w1th the
threat of a union sh p

Not since 1894 _has any attempt
been made by Pullman workers to
organize themselves,;In that year a
huge strike, led by Eugene V. Debs, -
was broken by company thugs and
federal troops. And since then the
company has managed to crush any
attempt of the workers to better
themselves. But now a new fighting
union has appeared—the CIO.

_Big CIO Gains

The Steel Workers Organizing
Committee, CIO, has been growing
rapidly on a fighting program to im-
prove working conditions, secure
better wages and ‘a just seniority
system. Opposing it is a company
union, the Pulllman-Standar Em-
ployees Union. The PSEU has been
in existence since 1935. At'that time
the company, frightened by the ris-
ing CIO, “allowed ;he workers™ to
form a “union.” The,PSEU was born
—and has done absolutely nothing
since then. "

On Friday, Nov_em.b_etj 14, a labor
board election was held to deter-
mine the sole bargaining agent for
the workers. The CIQO opposed the
PSEU. But the majérity of the Pull-
man workers have not yet learned
which side their bread is buttered on

. because the vote was PSEU 1,124,

CIO 948,

./The CIO intends to.keep ﬁght}ng_
desplte its loss -of tq.e €lection. Al-
most a thousand “workets expressed

_ their desire for a fighting union. The

rest of the Pullman workers will
soon realize that a company union
like the PSEU will do nothing to
improve their conditions.

A Pretext for Profiteering

It- is- necessary to go into such de-
tail because these figures are im-
portant not only as they pertain to
the criminally high price. of milk.
They are {ypical of the part wage in-
creases: actually play in the mount-
ing cost of living. That is, THEY
ARE THE PRETEXT USED BY
THE INDUSTRIAL VULTURES TO
GORGE THEMSELVES ON THE
CONSUMER MASSES.

Proving this fact on a wide scale,

a recent report of AFL economists

showed that in a given period when

prices rose THIRTEEN AND ONE

HALF PER CENT, wage increases

added ONLY TWO PER CENT to
manufacturing costs. This gives an
idea how thick the profiteers are
laying it on.

Of course the milk distributors
also “explain” that: they are paying
more for raw milk—just as manu-
facturers “explain” they are paying
more for raw materials—and must.
load this also onto the back of the
consumer,

But the worker must remember
that the wages of the farm laborer
and of the poor farmer are not re-
sponsible. for the :climbing: prices of
raw materials any more tha.n the
wages of industrial warkers cause
the runaway prices of finished' prod-
ucts; IT IS THE FABMING COR-
PORATIONS, THE RICH FARM-
ERS, WHO TAKE ALL THE WAR-
TRAFFIC WILL BEAR IN AGRI-
CULTURE. '

Big Dairymen Get Theirs

In the milk industry- it is the big
dairymen, who. get theins—— Milljon-
aire Farmer Owen, D. Young among:
them. And it must also be under-
stood. that Borden's and Sheffield’s
are themselves, dirvectly and indi-
rectly, engaged in the dairying end
of the. business, thereby profiting
twice, ONCE FROM THE HIGH
PRICE OF RAW MILK AND A SEC-
OND TIME FROM THE HIGH
PRICE THE CONSUMER IS COM-
PELLED TO PAY FOR DELIV-
ERED MILK.

Nor is this method of profiteer-
ing at both ends peculiar to. the
milk industry as such, The inter-
weaying of the capital structure is
such that this is the rule. rather
than the exception. Consider, for
instapce, the Borden Company’s
contention that it ‘pays 20 per cent
more for the fuel oil bumed in its

You can bet dollar.s to' doug!mnts :
that the sanre capitalist interests
that benefit from the high price
of milk are LIKEWISE LICKING
THEIR CHOPS OVER THE HIGH
PRICE OF FUEL OIL.

War Is Good Business for Business

A Roosevelt Man Offers a Few Thousand Words of Advice to A-—rfnericén Business Men

By SUSAN GREEN

One thing the enlightened parti-
sans of American imperialism are
certain of, is .that it is doomed to
play second fiddle if Hitler wins the
war. '

They know it is not to preserve
“racial purity” that Hitler has put
all his eggs into the war basket—
and that it is not to save “democ-
racy” that Roosevelt is spending al-
most $2,000;000,000 a month with the
prospect of doubling and {tripling
that amount.

Another thing that this school of
thought is agreed upon is that if
Hitler wins, the British Empire
will be his prize, while if Roose-
velt wins, it will be neaily tucked
away- in the vest pocket of Ameri-
can imperialism. This constitutes
the other reason why the American
ruling class must engage in an all-
out war.

“In Their Service”

But American capitalism is not all
of one stomach. What is meat for
finance capital may be of doubtful
noupishment for the hinterland of
American business. Mr. Miller - ob-
vipusly addresses himself fo those
recalcitrant business men who have
not associated their own interests
with Roosevelt's plans for total war.
“You Can’t Do Business with Hitler,”
by Douglas Miller, American com-
mercial attaché at Berlin, 1925-1939.

As Mr. Miller * writes in his
short preface, he wanis to do some
plain speaking o American busi-
ness men, ' He thinks he is in a po-
sition to do so because he has
spent 15 years 1a their service at
the United States embassy in Ber-

eager to undertake a REVOLUTION-
ARY war against Germany, risked
their lives to speak to their fellow-
workers? We don’t know. But it is
pquible

Stalin has often boasted ol the
‘“ynanimity” among ‘his”
unanimity compelled by terror zad
violence. But are revolutionary ele-

prople~—

lin, six of them under the Nazi
regime.” His aim is to put the fear
of a Hitler victory inio the heart
of every iwo-by-four- profit-grub-
ber.

The general outline of: Mr. Miller's
book is familiar to most fairly well-
read people. Hitler's unpretty eco-
nomie, political and social practices,
national and iuternational, have been
paid the compliment of extensive lit-
erary attention, as have also his real
and imagined schemes for future
world dominion. What distinguishes
Mr. Miller's contribution is that it
goes into such details as would, es-
pecially impress the trader mind.

The Complaint

. He tells the story of how the Nazis
shamefully discriminated against
United States exporters of lard—in
spite of a treaty. An American oil
company, eagerly aiding and abet-
ting Hitler by shipping petroleum to
him, was rewarded by being obliged
to take 8,000,000 mouth organs as a
payment. Again, 200,000° canaries
were all the payment an American
manufacturing company got for a
large auto body press delivered to
the Nazi. How, pray, could Amer-
jean walnuts—of which. the people
here, of course, have a surfeit—be
sent to garnish the tables of the
Nazi elite when Germany would
jmport $100,000 of the nuts only if
the walnut growers would take $300,-
000 of burlap bags and barbed wire!
And just how will American corpo-
rations take care of the situation
that a victorious Hitler will be the
holder of all the European-owned
American stock? Will he be al-
lowed to vote his stock at stockhold-
ers’ meetings? Now that’s somethmg
to worry about!

With implicit admiration Mr. Mil-
ler describes the sc;entlﬁc slave
state that Hitler, the conqueror, will

establish in Europe, Asia Minor and
‘Africa. Tts objective—unfortunately
—will be to crowd American busi-
ness off the face of the earth—includ-
ing that portion known as the “good-

neighborly”. countries of Latin and

South America. It suits Mr. Miller's

As to the ability of the Nazis to
establish - their scientific slave state
once they win the war, Mr. Miller
has no doubt. In proof of his conten-
tion he cites the case of the forcible
collectivization of Russian agricul-
ture by Stalin, involving the exter-
mination. of millions' of human. be-
ings. “In the same way, Hitler will
not be unduly disturbed if there is
widespread resistance to his agents
in the conquered countries,” Mr.
Miller writes. “It will simply prove
to be the worse for the discontented;
they will lose their meal tickets and
soon pass out of the picture” Ac-
cording to Mr. Miller, the Hitler em-
pire will be threatened only from the
top—not from the bottom—which is
orly an indication of the “master
mind’s” wishful thinking concerning
the power of the discontented.

Trophies of War

What the Americdn ruling class
visualizes as its trophies of war, as
described by Mr: Miller, is enough
to give every-normal capitalist an
impatiently 1tch1ng spalm. Says Mr.
Miller:

“In thinking about the post-war
world, after an American victory,
we must imagine . Europe almost
completely stripped: of peacetime
production, her peacetime indus-
tries shaitered, worn. out from
years of effort without installa-
tion of new egquipment, and ‘blown
to bits by aerial bombs and land
artillery. . . . Only one great coun-
try will possess the mechanical
equipment, the raw materials, the
finances and the energy to rebuild
a post-war world, America alone
will have the sirength, the re-
sources and the leadership which
are needed.”

An American victory will further-
more mean that the 90 per cent of
the world’s gold supply now buried
in American vaults will become the
basis of international currency—a
veritable gold ball and chain shack-

ling the rest of the world, including

the British Empire. “We must not
worry unduly about the British peace
aims,” Mr. Miller assures American

Mr. Miller has very sizable misgiv-
ings, and this, I believe, is the im-
portant section. of the book.

To quote a few illuminating pass-
ages:

“Whether we like it or not, onr
whole system of comparatively un-
regulated free. enterprise is tempo-
rarily in eclipse, and will net re-
turn during our lifetime. I do not
say that with any satisfaction—I
regret it.”

And so will the hinterland of
American business which, to a great
extent, will be made the goat for
finance capital.

“It must be plain that after this
war there will be more. hate, less
trust and confidence, and more sus-
picion, less friendship. After this
war it will not be a case of getfing
ting the lambs and the lions to lie
down together. The lambs will be
mostly devoured. There will only
be well-armed but torn and angry
lions deft. Nevertheless they must
cooperate.”

We know too well how this kind of
cooperation ends.

“Some people still begrudge the
loans that we made fo the outside
world from 1921 to 1929, but re-
member we had eight years of
prosperity. We increased our own
production and our mnational in-
come many times more during this
period than the. total amount we
lost. Eight years of prosperity
were worth much more than all

our defaulted loans togethen. . . .
-We can export again if we will
finance the world in a big. way. We
shall have losses, but good man-
agement can minimize them.”

Until a 1929 deluge will once more
overtake “good management.”

His Alternatives

American victory with such
precarious. and short-lived prosper-
ity or a Hitler victory with the estab-
lishment of his scientific slave state,
are the omly alternatives Mr. Miller
considers. A stalemate due to mu-
tual exhaustion he rules out defi-
nitely with the statement, “The day
we declare war will be the day the

- {ry, in the following words:

:Vﬁlx Importa.nt

It is this profit structure. of capi-
talist society- that is responsible for
the. cost of living geiting out of
hand; The shrewd, lackeys of this
inhuman system, in and out of. Con-
gress, see in the general worrying.
over the cost of living a'chance to,
smack lapbor down. BUT LABOR
REFUSES TO: BE THE GOAT FOR
THE WAR PROFITEERS.

True of All Indusiry

And war. profiteering IS the other
name- for- the. high. cost of living to-
day. Confirmation comes from the
Department of -Agriculture on. this
very question of the shamefully
high cost of millke through the coun-
(lKegn
competition between the public and
the. gowernment for- dairy products
has. contributed to a, 14 per- cent. ad-
vance in fluid milk prices for most
city- - consumers:” ' Then the report
goes on to explain how. large gov-
ernment. purchases. of cheese and:
‘evaporated and' dried milk are being
made for shipment to Great Brifain
under the: lease-lend; program.

What. else. is this but a way: of

By MAX STERLING
On. the eve. of the British. advance.

‘into Lybia, Churchill; declared to the

British forces:
“For the first time British and Em-
pire troops: will meet the Germans

. with. ample equipment in, modern

weapons of all kinds. The battle it-
self will affect the whole course of
the war. . . . d

The present campaign in Lybia is
importapt. This second front is im-
portant not, because it will divert
any German forces from Russia. The.
new Nazi offensive on the entire
eagtern front in Russia, handly indi-
{:atgs any easing of the Russian sit-
uation. On the contrary, whatever
connection the Lybian front' has with -
the Russian front; can only result in
more sustained and; greater efforts
on the part of the Germans to bréak
through. in" Russia. :
s

The new front in Lybia is not
the. kind of a second front that'
Stalin has been talking. abput,
Stalin was very specific. He wants
a second front in Europe. Such a
front, if possible, would certainly
effect a division of the German
forces butf, unfortunately for Sta-
lin, Churchill has ruled that this
is not possible at the present time.
While the campaign in Lyhia is

not intended' to divert the enemy
from the hard pressed 'Russians, it
will undoubtedly put an end to all
the clamor in London for action. on
a second front. The British offen-
sive in Lybia has its own objective
and a. very important one too for-the
Allies: The. British aim is tp. elimi-
nate the Axis threat to. their flank
in the Middle East in preparation for
the coming great battlefield in the
Caucasus; Iran, Iraq and Syria,

How imporfant this coming bat-
tle is considered can be judged
from General Wavell’s statement
that “The Caucasus, Iran, Irag and
Syria may very well prove to. be:
the great battlefield of 1942,
Wavell goes on to say that “It is

very difficult to predict whether any
particular phase of the war will be
decisive, but obviously when and if
the Germans strike out for the ‘oil
in the Caucasus and the oil in Iran
and seek to attack our Middle East-
ern position this region will become
the main theater of the war. This is
a possibility which we. have clearly
foreseen and are preparing against.
In this region we shall be fighting in
the closest cooperation with the
Russians.”

The fighting in' Lybia between,
the British and the Axis forces, is
therefore an imporiant, prelimina-
ry fo an even greater battlefield.
What has developed: is a race for
the Caucasuys, It is significant that
the offensive in Lybia started, with
the German breach ofi Rostov, the
gateway. to the Camucasus. Church-
ill's aim is therefore to.prevent the
escape. of the German forces in.
Lybia., He must engage them
quickly in battle, destroy them and
clean, up, all of Lybis in onder to,

- concentrate his full forces in, the
still, greater battle of the Caucasus
and, the. Middle East.

Germans Qust Weygand

German strategy, therefore, is to
block these efforts of Chumhi'ﬂ The

Germans, are mcxeasmg thein eﬂort&.

on the Russian front:, They will at-
tempt to reach the Caugasus before
the Axis flapk .is eliminated: from
North Africa. To prevent the latter
from happening is the reasom for the
so-called: “Weygand crisis.”

‘I‘lm Nm never trns;ed Genera.l

By. Susan _Green

- THE WORLD AT WAR —

 British Forces Pound Lybia
“In Race to Beat Nazis to
Vital Caucasus Battlefield

. forces, indiybia aré’compells

saying  that the. milk companies
taking advaniage. of the war de-
mand, to. raise prices? WHAT
ELSE IS THIS BUT WAR PROF-
ITEERING? Not only do the
bloated profiteers get fa,ntastm'f :
prices, BUT THEY GET THESE
PRICES ON THE STUPENDOUS
VOLUME OF WAR PRODUC-
TION.

Again, what is true.of rmlk---whlch
is' particularly close to the everydoay
needs of us all—IS EQUALLY' TRUUE
OF THE PRODUCTS OF .ALL IN—
DUSTRY.

The fundamental solutlon for, ¢he
high cost of living IS TO TAKE THE
PROFITS. OUT OF WAR. That
means taking profits out of war in-
dustry—which. is practically. all in-
dustry in a total war like this.

Neither the Roosevelt Adminis-

tration—not any other bunch of
capitalist politicians — have the
slightest intention of doing this. =

THAT, FELLOW: WORKERS, IS
WHERE WE COME: IN. -

IT IS UP TO: US TE. DEMAND
WORKERS CONTROL. OF INDUS-
TRY.

Weygand, who as delegate—genonl-.
of France in, Africa, headgll ‘the
French forces. in North, Africa. -
Hitler tolerated qugand only so
long as it was necessary. The
British plans for Lybia natnrally_
put an end to such tolerance. A
British victory in Lybia would .
have placed them in a position to
influence Weygand in a pro-Ally
" direction. Even if Weygand kept
aloof from, Britain and limited
role in Neorth Adfrica to the safe::
guarding of that area from both
British and German intervention
as he publicly avowed, the - Ger-
mans would have had to remove
him. Hitler removed Weygand be-
cause he. plans io. use. the. French.
North African bases to maintain =
his threatening position ‘on the
British. flapk in Afnica, o
German commentators have frank

ly agivgwledged that 4f “Axis
| to ‘res.

treat,  French ' Tunisia ‘must ‘I’rernmn’
open to them. The Germans arg. de-
texmined that even a British. victory

' in Lybia will not uproot them from.

North Africa. If necessary. they will

. extract from the French not only

their bases: but -also their fleet ‘and, .
when, the time comes, Spain: too, willl
be brought into the open as, an aily
for an attack- on Gibraltar.

High Stakes :

The imperialist stakes in the Med-:
iterranean, the Middle East and the
Caucasus are. high and Hitler will:
stop at nothing. The removal of
Weygand signifies that the French :
capitalists have deﬁmtely thrown in
their lot with German imperialism,
That is above all their solution, 'to
the class struggle in France.

The American imperialists tried
very hard to win. Weygand to their
own schemas. T;hey sent him food
and, supplies in North Africa. He
even promised Washington that in
his position. of delegate-general he
would, bay the way to Genman in-
tervention. Alas for Washington,
he did. not_even break his promise
to them, since he is no longer dele-
gate-general. The. reactionary Wey~
gand can thus “honorably” retire'
from the scene, leaving Ronsevelt :
holding. the bag.

' Since Weygandis. “retirement!”: thmsa
are renorts that Darlan and ,Betam'
will meet Goermg or Hitler or both’
for- a deal that involves the cession
of French North African bases: to:
the Germans. It is practically cerfain
that Hitler will get what he demanids.
If that is- the case the British per-
spective negarding elimination, of th
Germans. from North Africa mpsj
necessarily be lengthened. 2

However that may be, the pres-
‘ent fighting in Lybja has its own
important, meaning. A British vig-

tory or defeat in Lybia will have a

tremendous effect on morale in the

Allied camp, either lifting it to, a

new high or depressing it to a new:

low. If the British win in Lyhi;
this will demonstrate for the ﬁrat_
time thet the Allies. have mastered:
the. art of mechanized warfare. that
will win the war in the end. Am
ican tanks and airplanes are
ceiving. thein first important test:
the Liybian: deseris. The relatix
isolated ‘battle in Lgbia, if won by

" the British, will ﬁnmonstrate

military. shape of things to come.

If. the. British- beat the: Germans.

their own game it will be a. g

view, providing there is sufficien
" time, of the. kind of Allied apmles.

the German, Wehmmgoht. :

“to. face in, the future. The U

States, to be 'sure, wm be 3

Nazis know they are beaten” The . of Ghose nmﬂes.

revolutionary possibilities inherent
in this ruinoug war which will go on

business. “By the time this war is
over, the chief Bﬁi&ﬁh aim will be
their aim to please us.”

ments now beginning to stir- in. the
ranks of the Russian people? It is
possible. Once - before they defied:

purpose to make this a comparative-
ly- easy process; picturing the Nazi as
using economic pressure of every

- have been Axis agents: But it
pms, unlikely that Axis agents,

knout and jail. and overthrew the
tyranny. of ‘the Czar. They will yet
averlh;ow the new tyranny of Stalin.

kind, Nazi-staged - revolutions, per-
sonal pressire tl-g;ough family ties, a

Nazi-controlled Catholic Chureh, e

With such complete world domina-
tion, victorious American imperial-
ism should® be sitting - pretty.

But

“for several years more until we
win,” do not exist for this faithful
‘servant of American business:

We Demand AC.__‘
'l'a. qu for ALL

pital Le
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LABOR ACTION

OUR PROGRAM AGAINST
.THE WAR

A‘alrul both imperialist war camps!
For the third camp of World Labor
e ‘and the eolonial peoples!
. '2, For the right to strike! For the defense
: of civil liberties and all workers’ rights!
Stop the persecution of aliens. Against
the M-Day plans and war-time dictator-
. . ship. _
8. Thirty hours a week;, thirty dollars min-
“imum pay! Time and a half wages for.
“overtime .above 30 hours. For increased
_wages to meet the rising cost of living.
4. Let the people vote on war! For the
_right of youth to vote at the age of 18
" i—old enough to fight, old enough, !o
: “‘vote! .
+* 8. Not'a man, not a cent for Wall Street’s
war! A capital levy to cover the costs
of imperialist war. No indirect taxes
_ . on the people.
6. ‘Conscript. the war industries under
: “workers’ control!

7. Expropriate the “Sixty Families”—the
three per cent of the people who own
ninety per cent of the wealth!

8. No government contract without a un-

- lon contract!

9, “Abolish secret diploinacy! Open the
1 .files of the State Department. .
> .10.-_. Full workers’ rights for conscripte—the
right to organize and to bargain col-
“lectively with the officers, the right of
free speech, press and assembly,
i 1 $60 a month minimum for eomcﬂpu.
. Former employers to pay the wage dif-
ferential and guarantee Mm'n of the
job.
12, Withdraw. all armed forces from terri-
tory outside the United States. Free
i .. the colonies. Hands off Latin America.
'y 13. Down with Jim-Crow and anti-Semi-
= tism! For full social, economic and
* political equality for Negroes, End dis-
crimination against Negroes in indus-
try and in the trade unions.
14. For Workers’ Defense Guards against
28 Jascist and vigilante attacks!
15, For an Independent Labor Party.

i 16. For a workers’ government and a peo-

ple’s army! No confidence in the

1. Roosevelt government.
| 17.. For Peace through Socialism. For the
' Socialist United States of the 'Americas,
for the Socialist United States of Eu-
rope, for the World Soclalist' Federa-
tion.

political front for the emancipation of la-
bor from boss rule. And just as labor must
have a trade union to fight for its economic
demands, so must it havé a political party,
composed primarily of the trade unions, to
fight for its political needs. .

Let us have nothing to do with the Dem-
ocratic, or the Republican or the American
Party. )

LET US BUILD AN
LABOR PARTY!

INDEPENDENT

That's Enough

Out of Them!

John L. Lewis spoke a mouthful when
he verbally slapped down a few Southern
Iabor-hating congressmen-who yelled “trai-

' during the recent coal strike. Lewis
suggested that :the less said by people who
represent poll-tax and lynch-law states, the
better.

We can. understand thenr complamt But
the charge their.hurled, “traitor,” is mis-
applied. A labor leader is a traitor only
insofar as he betrays the interests of the
working - class. - The Southern congress-
men can’t, however, offer us much en-
lightenment on what those interests are—
their own policies and actions do not bear
the slightest resemblance to' anything de-
sirable from a working class point of view.

Nor will we call them traitors.. They
can’t betray labor, because they don’t rep-
resent labor. And it's more than a cinch
that they are not traitors to their own
cause of Jim-Crow, racial terror and anti-
labor violence. On ‘the contrary, they are
staunch upholders of their particular con-
ception of “’Americanism.”

Lewis set an example for every workmg
man to follow. Every time one of these
Southern gentlemen spews a little of his
anti-labor bias, or presumes to speak for
the welfare of American-labor, there ought
to come a not too subtle cry: ““What about
poll-tax? What about lynch-law? What
about low wages?’’ Before they even dare

The Stalinists Offer Railroac
Labor a Bill of Rotten Goods

By MIKE STEVENS

The treacherous trade union policy
of the Stalinists is manifesting; itself
typically in the threatened railroad
strike. The Stalinists have no
strength in any of the railroad un-
ions, with the exception of thre® of
the railroad centers. But they have
published a number of pamphlets on
the subject and their *“Stop,? Look
and Listen” regular Monday 'Daily
Worker column is reprinted by the
thousand and distributed throughout
the country. .

The railroad ‘workers have been
lending a more or less willing ear
for the past two years because the
Stalinists were the only group which
spoke to them about their corrupt
union officials, industrial unionism,
trade union democracy, and speed-
ups. In general they “talked” pro-
gressive compared with the conserv-
ative, moribund union leaders. To-
day the workers want to strike and
thé Stalinists are against it. “How ‘to
tell the ‘workers fo' lay down &nd
let the bosses walk over théfiand
at the same time maintain the sym-
pathetic ‘ear of many of the: militant
raiiroad workers is the Stallnists'
headache, and it is amusing: 1o see
how the Daily Worker attempts to
handle the problem. ° i R
Pendulum Swings Back £

The last five months’ swing of the
Stalinist. pendulum is fully revealed
in their press. In June the Stalinists
published: a- pamphlet by Willlam Z.
Foster, “The. Railroad Workers, and
the War.” Its first paragraph was
entitled “American Imperialism Goes
to War.”” On November 10, when
the ‘railroad workers, sick {o their

- stomachs with what American: im-

perialism has offered them in wages,
are ready to slug it out . . . the Daily
Worker in headlines advises the rail-
road workers: “Let's Keep Our
Shirts On!”

During the past three weeks the
Stalinists have attempted to write
railroad news in the form of “impar-
tial” journalism. This they do by
conducting their Daily Workefr rail-
road column in the form of a dia-
logue between workers, one oﬁ ‘whom
presents the CP line. This is, given
as the opinion of “cooler head,s" ‘who
see the wrongs done by the . ¥Fact-
Finding Board but still insist ‘the

The Pendulum SWin_gs Back

(All quotations with the initials WZF are from the pamphlet “The
Railroad Workers and the War,” published in June; DW is for' Daily

Worker.)

~ L]

“The basic purpose of this
Mediation Board is to strip the
workers of the right to strike,
to poison them with pro-war
propaganda and generally to tie
. the trade unions to the war ma-
chine of the imperialists.”"—
WZF.

L ]

“The militant actions of the
CIO have particularly caught
the .admiration of the railroad
workers who are expressing
their indignation against the ob-
structlve railroad. ‘mediation’
red tape.’—DW, June 14.

L ]

“Under false slogans of ‘na-
tional unity’ and ‘national de-
fense' this whole pro-war cam-
paign is being supported and
participated in by reactionary
labor leaders.”—WZF.

" “The official union leadership
is so tied up with the govern-
ment's war program and is so
fearful of causing offense to the
railroad companies that it is in-
capable of protecting the rank
and file's interests."—WZF.

“The only way to put a stop
to fascism, hunger and war,
which -are the inevitable and
ever- increasing products of the
decaying capitalist system, is by
eliminating the evil at its root.”
—WZF.

“The public and organized la-
bor is looking for the govern-
ment to recommend and help
negotiate such arrangements as
will eliminate industrial dis-
putes which threaten to inter-
rupt defense production.”—DW,
Nov. 10.

L ]

. . . The government and the
boards created under the Rail-
way Labor Act must step in"— |
DW, August 25, only two months
later.

L ]

“In the interest of national
unity the government must in-
tervene to secure further nego-
tiations between carrier and em-
ployee committee. ”—DW No-
vember 10.

L ]

“While a strike date will be
set by the leaders of our organ-
ization . . . rail labor realizes
that we can't afford to help Hit-
ler by interfering with the pro-
duction program of  America—
the Arsenal of Democracy —
DW, November 10.

L ]

. those who do not want
to play into the hands of Hitler
must advocate mnational unity
behind President Roosevelt's
program of all-out aid jo Britain
and the Soviet Union. It goes
without saying that organized
labor — including the railroad
unions—must be the backbone
of real anti-fascist national uni-
ty."—DW, August 25.

\(Conthmeﬂ from page 1)

-

Coal Retreat - -

It is very likely that there was es-

railroad workers should not st;ike man and

Stalinist forces) stood

tablished over the week-end a be-

MINN BAPOLIS

As ”Sedll-lon" Trial
Draws to a Close
By IRVING HOWE

By IRVING HOWE ;

I have just returned from the now’ iémdﬁs
“sedition” trial being held in Minneapolis, . in
which 23 members of the Socialist Workers. Party
and Local 544-CIO have been accused of advm
cating the forcible overthrow: of the U.S. Govern-

ment and preparing to do so. In my dispatches 1o

LABOR ACTION, which covered the main, "sec-

tion of the trial—namely, the prosecuuon witnes-
ses and the beginning of the defense case--l have

attempted to show the completely reactionary

character and the patently absurd and false na-

ture of the prosecution. Now, it is necessary to

sum up some of the legal and political issues of

the trial, which are of utmost importance to the

entire working class movement.

1). THE CONSPIRACY—When the government
finished its case, it immediately became apparent
that it was involved in one great contradiction:
Where and what was the alleged *“conspiracy?”
The government had produced innumerable ‘ene-
mies of Local 544 who swore that V.. R. Dum;e et
al. had informed them that the SWP planned: to g
overthrow the government (though all these' wit-
nesses admitted knowing nothing else about the
SWP); it had introduced as evidence innumerable
Marxist works which have been public property
for years, in order to show that they too advo-
cated violent overthrow. BUT IT DID NOT PRO- -
DUCE ANY CONSPIRACY. It did mnot prod\lcﬂ'
that “meeting of hands,” as the’ legal phrase goes,
which would show that a group of people delib-
erately and consciously came together in order to
achieve the aims alleged by the prosecution. [

In reality, the prosecution functlaned on,
two theories of conspiracy. Theory One was
that the SWP itself, its mere existence, was;
the conspiracy. But this is utterly fantastic..
For, where is the element of secrecy, of plot-
ting, alleged in the indictment and implicit in
the definition of conspiracy? The SWP con-
ducted its activities publicly, avallable for all.
who wished to see them. If it is held that-a
conspiracy is merely an organization publicly
advocating a set of Marxist ideas, then it is
clear that civil liberties are dead—if tha.t t.he-
ory be upheld by the courts. ¥

Government theory No. Two was- that the con- ;
spiracy was a secret group, mainly. Wi‘lh.in the
SWP, functioning through it and utxlizing 11;, but
not completely congruous with it.

If the government rests on this. theor;r. then
it must (a) present evidence of the exlstence

f_:_'
The. November 10. avtiole "Let’ ready to stab the UMWA in the hind - the - doors agreement between a secret, organized group composed of ‘& defi~

w? Must Build

Lai)or Party'

% There is some talk about @ new party
being formed by the Lindbergh-Wheeler
isolationists; the American Party. That's
“sucker bait” for the anti-war masses.
- Any worker who bites is a fool.
~ The Lindbergh group represents a par-
~ticularly vicious and reactionary section of
Amerlccm capitalism. For its own reasons,
it opposes entry into the war. It prefers a
deal with Hitler which will divide the world
into two large spheres: one dominated by
Hitler, the other by U.S. imperialism. Its
opposition to war has nothing in common,
‘therefore, with the requirements of a work-
ing-class opposition to war.
Mare than that, it's very deceptlveness

ask for something less than the contempt °

jand hatred they deserve, much less the ear
“of“any working: man, let them first legis-
lGte dan erid to lynching, let them first do
something to end that horrible oppression
of the Negro masses on which they thrive.

You're in the
Army Now!

And whether you are enlisted in the regular
army—which, among other blessings, entitles you
to a free trip anywhere on the face of the earth—
or whether you are a national guardsman or draf-
tee—which limits your travel possibilities to any-
where in the Western Hemisphere or in the terri-
torial possessions of the United States—you are
likely to do some very unique kinds of soldiering
in some very remote places. _

For instance, there is Alaska and there are the
Aleutian Islands, which run from the Alaskan
mainland across. the top of the Pacific Ocean to
within a short distance from the Asiatic mainland

Keep Our Shirts On,” ra.ises the
same argument against the. strike

back at the first possible opportu-
nity, and thus weakened the strug-
gle of the miners.

top CIO officials around Phillip Mur-
ray and the Roosevelt regime, of
which the coal arbitration proposal

has used since the birth of
bor movement. They repiin
workers that wage increases may
_ not make up for wages lost while
on strike. “Of course, along with
the disappointment and cﬁxs.ing
went some figuring on how much
bigger our paychecks woufd be.
Cooler heads also gave thought to
the effects a railroad strike would
have on the production. and shlp-
ment of war mat-erials fnr the
licking of Hitler. As oné_ good
bmt.her said: ‘If we had mtler-
ism in America, we'd be getung
cuts instead of increases—and we
wouldn’t be cursing our uglpqg:, be-.
cause we wouldn't have any to
curse.’” _
In October, the Railway Gﬁmen
Brotherhood held its first conven-
tion in six years. They re-elected
the same officials, did nothing;about
their Jim-Crow policy which does
not permit Negro members to attend

that every reactionary lnhpr(é:ker

leadership

Of course, any progressive umon
in a similar situation
might have had to accept the Roose-
velt offer. But its statement explain-
ing the situation would be so clear
that the entire CIO union movement
would understand exactly what was
dangerous prece-
dent, even if its acceptance was ac-
tually unavoidable.

involved in this

Wheré They Blundered

Here the UMWA leaders, by ignor-
ing a factual analysis of the situa-
tion and by establishing as a main
point in approving of the arbitration
proposal that the miners were pa-
triotic, blundered in not pointing out
that the main issue was the union
shop versus the open shop, and not
the miners’ patriotism.

The miners did a good job in re-
sisting the ganging up of the press
and Congress and Roosevelt against

was:one part. Cerfain minor; conces-
sions may be forthcommg frony;.the
Roosevelt regime in an effort tO, fur-
ther isolate Lewis within theé CIO
and - to soothe labor with bread
erumbs.

But the coal strike illusirated
that the fundamental issues divid-
ing capital and labor can not be
diverted for long into pacts, arbi-
trations, soft-soap and bland.prom-
ises of something betier'in the fu-
ture.

The SWOC, for example, still has
on its agenda the matter of a closed
shop in the steel industry. The strug-
gle will continue.

Budd--

(Continued from page 1)

nite number of individuals, a group with a
definite organization and.composition, and.b)
it must admit it has no case against Geldman;
Cannon and the other, New York SWP:leaders: =
who Have not been implicated by .any Wits
nesses, and who cannot therefore be-bound by
this “secret conspiracy” in Minneapolls, 'ot o
which government testimony has ‘shown th,e:r..
had neither knowledge nor' connections. * :

These seemingly abstract legal 'points afe the
utmost importance both to this specific _t.rfzi_l and’
to the civil rights of the working class gener&lly
They must be carefully considered, i

2) THE JUDGE — What capitalist: :mtme
means, in practice could once again be seén when
Judge Joyce gave his decision denying the.dis-
missal motion of the defense (except for the ﬁve
defendants who were freed). : i

He compared the defendants to Hitler, wfw.‘
he said, had also.begun with a group ‘as suiﬂl
as the present SWP. (That the SWP. 1§ a ‘mor-
tal enemy of fascism didn’t disturb him.): He
defined ‘“conspiracy” in such a vague and géh-
eral way as to set another dangerous legal
precedent which can be used against' the hbor---
movement.

According fo him, there need not ha\re :I'ﬁeen

,their interests. Their solidarity on
the plcket line was proof.

And ‘when sca.hs poured gunﬁre
into the strikers, its only effect was
to. strengthen the determination of
the unlonists. It also showed how
despicable the newspapers acted in
this strike, for there weren't any
ediforials. in. leading newspapers
decrying or deploring the violence.
Nor did the labor-baiting congress-
men have any speeches to make
about “lawlessness.” These speech-
es and editorials are reserved sole-
ly for use agalnst uniomists pro-
tecting themselves.  Violence and
lawlessness by scabs is perfectly
acceptable to the gentlemen of

unfon meetings, hold office or ever
-be promoted on the job. But.to the
Stalinists “first in-importance at-ev-
ery gathering of labor these days is
the question of safeguarding -Amer-
ica by way of a military defeat of
Hitler in Europe. The Carmen'scon-
vention did itself proud in that re-
spect. The opening remarks of Pres-
ident Felix Knight and all of  the
other speeches carried an. gware-
ness that world domination by .Hit-
ler constitutes the major danger to-
American democracy and. American
trade unionism."—DW, October 14.'

At least the Negroes are-#8§ured:
that, the umlon leadérs ‘aud the.
Stalinists are’ for ﬂemocracya—ln
Germany'

makes it doubly dangeroys. Because it ap-
_pears to speak the mind of the masses who
_ are against. the imperialist war, its basical-
|y rotten nature is sometimes obscured.
" LINDBERGH IS° AN ANTI-SEMITE! HE
REPRESENTS A SPECIES OF HOME-
- GROWN FASCISM!

: There can be no question that American
abor vitally needs a political party. But
that political party must be a party of ITS
GWN A Labor Party independent of the
two big boss parties, a Labor Party inde- 1Ts LABOR DIRT CHEAP!
pendent of the boss class! , The soldier doing hard labor in exile is sup-
Labor must repudiate the Democratic Posed to console himself with the thought far

any common agreement among the def:

any specific plan for overt action, or any possibi!-
ity of realization of alleged ‘aims, in ord

the existence of this so—ca!.led cunspirat:y._ Whid
then, remains? Nothing but a common belief
socialism, which the defendants share, aﬁd"for :
whs.ﬁ.h they are being tried.

The Judge utilized the old t.hreadbnc &l’ﬂ'
ment that the defendants had no right, i
protection of the Constitution since the
tended fo destroy it, and merely were. usl
“constitutional rights” as a pretext. It réqu
a moment’s reflection to realize the entiré: re-‘. 5

, actionary implication of this statement. : The
defendants are held ltable to the panjmeat
the government wants fo mefe out to them
‘because of alleged violation of this Constitu-
tion—they can go {0 jail for that; but they ate .
not entitled to its protection. IN OTHER .

interesting facts. This corporation
has shown a hundred per cent in-
crease in,its profits over last year.
For the third quarter of 1040 there
was a profit of $182,612. This year
it amounts’to $351,617. Not bad for
a struggling firm. The first nine
months of 1840 showed a measly
profit of $577,057 but this year,
thanks to the war for “democracy,”
the profits are rolling in to the tune
of $1,058,450.

The wage of the worker today is
inadequate to meet the tremen-
dous and criminal rise in prices.
Day by day the worker in Mr.
Budd’s plant finds that the dollar
he has earned after a bhard day's
work is swallowed up by the land-

and the islands of Japan.

Maybe such names as Dutch Harbor, Kodiak,
Sitka, are so much Eskimo to you. But there are
bunches of soldiers WHO HAVE MORE THAN A
SURFACE KNOWLEDGE OF THESE PLACES.

For these soldiers are engaged in the job of up-
rooting forests, blasting rock and clearing these
northern wildernesses 'so that ‘the construction of
naval and aerial outposts of American imperialism
may go on apace. .

Yes, a very unique kind of soldiering this is.
But youre in the army now and you do what
you're told to do.

AT $30 A MONTH THE GOVERNMENT GETS

: Egy e i g is better to dig rocks out of the stubborn Alaskan
_and Republican Parties. Of course! But

labor must also repudiate every spokesman
of the boss class, even if he speaks for a
dissident. section of that class. The Amer-

can Party, if it is formed, will act for the
specaflc interests of those capitalists which

t represents, just as the Roosevelt-Willkie
partles act for Amerucan imperialism as a

: _Fasc:s_'m"is our mortal enemy. It is our
enemy whether it appears in Germany or
he United States. It is our enemy whether
t is pro-war or cloaked as anti-war. ‘Lind-
ergh’s ‘anti-war position is of the same
caliber as Roosevelt’s anti-fascism. -The
ne can no more advance labor’s interests
n the fight against war than the other can
qdvance labor’s interests in the fight
gainst fascism.
‘Yes, we must have our own party. For
0o long o time, for a dangerously long
ie, has American labor been content to
champion its interests extluswaly on the
economic. front. That is important. That .
necessary. But the great issues of today
political as well as economic, the deci- .

e battles wil hthe to be foUgh{' on the Sl

earth than to be dug out of a bombed trench some-
where. ' '
But wait."

We Demand:
Conscript the War

Industries Under
Workers’ Control!

That privilege is also yours.

1. ...$100:for Cangda and Foreign. . .

LABOR ACTION
_ Official Organ of the Workers Party

Published Weekly by the i
Labar Action Publishing Company
114 WEST 14th STREET, NEW YORK, N. Y.
(3rd Floor) -

Vol. 5, No. 48 December 1, 1041
Editor: EMANUEL GAREETT i
" Monatfing Editor: Irving Howe
Subscription Rate: 60 Cents a year

|Reentered as second class matter May 24, 1640,
at the Post Office at New York, N. Y., under tbe
Act of Mareh 3, 1870.

of the

HARLEM BRANCH
Dancing; Refrq?hments, Entertainment

- Saturddy_ Evéiiing, N_ovembel; 29

at

360 WEST 125th ST (near Mormngsnde Av.
L Subscrlphon 25 Cents
PLFASE NOTE: The above address is the New Heudquurlers

Room 4

of the 'i'lar!em anch

the press and Congress.

7 SOLIAL

lord and the meat trust and the
bakers. His clothes are dearer, his
shoes cost "more and wear out
sooner. The wage earner knows
by bitter experience that the dollar
he earns today cannot buy as much
as the fifty cent piece of two years
ago.

In the face of all this, the profits
of the Budd Co. and the struggles of
the worker to make ends meet, the
government steps forward and .pro-
poses what? A heavy tax on Mr.
Budd, who can certainly afford it?
No, it proposes to take from the/
worker 15 per cent of his income.
What a friend of labor the Roosevelt
government is turning out to be!

For the Budd worker there can be
only one road. That is the road of
unionism. Only through his union
will he be able to meet the new
blows that Roosevelt and Budd are
planning. Only through his union
will He be able to fight the rising
cost of living By a rising wage scale.
Alone He is helpleis. A prey tb the
boss and the boss government. To-
gether with his fellow workmen in

. the UAW-CIO he will be “able suc-
cessfully to stave off the inroads on
his standard of living,

. WORDS, PEOPLE WHO DON'T BELIEVE IN.
CAPITALISM ARE NOT ENTITLED 'ro
CIVIL RIGHTS!

3) THE SMITH ACT-—Another msta.nce oi the
fantastically prejudiced character of the court
rulings deals with the Smith Act. 'This act, which
makes illegal the advocacy of violent overthrow
of the government, was passed in June, 1040. -Yet
the Judge admitted evidence in connection . with
the Smith Act of events and quotations that ‘took
place before Iis passage on-the grounds that i
would show their “state of mind.” Just cons!
how monstrous this is!. The *“state of mingl‘

people in relation to a law that was not yet: passed, -

or even considered, can be used as evidence to
prove they violated the law! : L

4) THE POLITICS mVOLVED—Wlth obvjw
ously pre-determined purpose, the entirs caSe of
the - government is 'poitited. especially: ‘at: VizR o
Dunne. The reason is clear. Dunne ‘is, thq out-
standing leader of 544-CIO; the. purpose of the
government is fo “get” 544-CIO. because it yefused '
fo submit to'the jingo will of the Adminismp. :

In the maze of the daily testimény; it
.casy to lose sight of the maln objectives ‘of ‘the
trial. From a superficial examination of ‘thig dﬂib’ i
testimony, it might appedr that the political ‘pbs
tion of the SWP is the ONLY cduse {8r the prése-
cution. The anti-war position of the SWP 15 a
definite factor. But the GENERAL political 1ing
of the SWP is largely a pretext for the ﬁame-u

‘The destruction of 544-CIO and the ‘suppression

of -anti-war sentiment are still the lﬁajdr obj

: .twes of the prcfsecutmn. T
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