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f Above "39 Level

‘Profits of airplane companies are
‘rising sky high,

Recent quarterly . reports showed
“profits: for three companies, Avia-
ion Corp., Douglas and United Air-
craft, running 16 times as high as
in the first half of 1939, while the
ndustry’s production went up only
jght times. Profits, which had.aver-
. aged about $2,500,000 for each of the
first two quarters of 1939, were up
to $41,607,000. )

In the third quarter of 1941, prof-
its ‘of the three companies rose 19 50
r cent over the third quarter of
1939, from $17,303,000 to $41,607,000!
Another aviation company has re-
cently: published its profit figures.
This is the Bendix Aviation Corpora-
tion. -
“Enormous Profits
'This corporation' reported a net
income for the year ending Septem-
ber 30, of $13,267,988 after taxes, re-
serves and amortization provisions
.€., provision for future expenses)
were deducted. The company paid
$27,670,104 in taxes.
When comparing the profits of
‘these companies, like Bendix, with
e wages of airplane workers, it is
ecessary to remember that the to-
1al of net profit and amount allowed

_for ‘taxes, reserves and amortizalion

should be compared with wages, and

‘not ‘merely net profit used in the
‘mpanson

__For the wages of a worker do not

include the -amount he will have to
se for paying taxes.

“Hence when you compare the
v}'ag_e's of an airplane worker with
He. profits of the company involved,
you  must compare wages (which are
»ca\lculated before the subtraclion of
_taxes) and the profits of the com-
“panies- before taxes are deducted.

If that is donz, then the startling

'ﬁ'gﬁi‘es given above about war profit-

: eering are even more startling. If

thét is d;:ine it becomes even clearer

that the bosses in this country are

faking in a tremendous amount ot
. out of the ‘war.

DURATION!

Mr.

Eggs and Horsefeathers or:

Churchill Pulls A Fast One

- under-niourished sehool.childran-and. families, ..o

The American cgpll-alist class gave its version last week of
what it means by its “"war for democracy’’ and how it intends to
conduct it and pdy for it.

After harnessing labor to a no-strike program, and thereby
to a virtual promise to refrain from any consistent, militant strug-
gle for better wages and conditions, the boss class turned around
and struck its first major blows at some of the most important eco-
nomic rights and benefits enjoyed by the workers and poor farm-

in an adjpin!_n . column on this page there is a detailed ac-
count of how the Joint Congressional Economy Committee has
proposed that every government agency which.in any way aids the

workers of this c untry be abolished, while not one agency or ben-

efit. enjoyed by the capitalist class is touched.

The report :sf signed by Senator Harry Byrd of Virginia, poll-
taxer, labor- hutér 'enemy of the Negro people; who has voted
against every prb -labor or progressive bill that ever came up in
Congress, but who has always been a consistent advocate of the

"war for democrhcy. 3

Consider what these proposed ’ ‘economies”’ mean:

1) There are still more than 4,000,000 unemployed. It is
estimated by Lebn Henderson, federal price administrator, that
there will be an additional 1,500,000 workers who will shortly be
thrown out of work because of priorities unemployment. Does this
congressional ccmmlﬂee propose to help these unemployed work-
ers? Does it propose to find ways and means to tide them over?
No. It proposes f__o take work relief away from them almost com-
pletely; it proposes to drive them to the breadlines.

2) The cuts in farm relief. Most of the present $1,500,000,-
000 spent on farm relief goes to the prosperous 50 per cent of the
farmers who get 89 per cent of the nation’s farm income, in any
case. But some of it goes to the lower-income 50 per cent, who
get only 11 per cent of the farm income.

Which groupdoes Byrd propose to cut? Not a penny from the
more wealthy farmers like himself. Instead, he asks for cuts of
almost $40,000,000, almost every cent of which would come from
the low-income !&rmers or from the food now being furnished to

Nothing ‘would be cut from the huge approprlutlons for the
AAA, which gces to the rich farmers. But $250,000,000 would

be cut from the Farm Security ‘Administration which has helped,
{Continued on page 4, editorial column)

Prime Minister Churchill never
misses a chance to drag in by the
hair some statément to the effect that
in Britain there is no longer any
double standard—one for the rich
and another for the poor. The war
has been a great leveler, don't you
know. !

So the other day, when—for pub-
lic effect—Mr. Churchill was gloat-
ing over the two eggs he way getting
for breakfast at the White House,
compared to the one egg a week sup-
posedly rationed at home, he of
course had to add: “Just like every-
one else there.” ;

Just like .every one else there—
who isn’t in the dough. Mr. Church-.
ill is in thé moneyed class—and he
looks too well fed to be limiting him-
self to rations. The fact is that money
talks louder than tation enforcement
in Mr. Churchill's “democratic- Eng-
land."

On the subject:of eggs. William H.
Stoneman, specialy correspondent for
the (Chicago Daily News, wrote on
December 18th that a “whole raft”
of hotels, clubs and restaurants in
London were fined for buying large
quantities of eggs at high prices.

For Once' Knox Has
Nothing to 'Sa_y

Receiving no reply to their pro-
test addressed to President Roosevelt
calling for disciplinary  action
against both Secretary of the Navy
Frank Knox and Rear Admiral W.
H. P. Blandy for their advocacy of
ride - them - out - on - a - rail violence
against Union organizers, the Work-
ers Defense League has sent a re-

minder to the White House, includ- .

ing a copy of the original telegram
to the President.

- In the light of the current inquiry
into the competence of high naval
.officers, following the Pearl Harbor
affair, queries as to the activities of
naval officers and the department

head, Knox, inciting a lynch spirit .
certainly '

against” union organizers
seem in-order. -

It seems that de luxe establish-
ments—of which there are not'a few
—pay high prices and are not made
bankrupt by an occasional - govern-
ment fine. They can make a big
profit no matter how much the,‘.r pay
for their: raw mater;als, and their
first interest is to attract customers
by serving good stuff.”

We can safely assume that Lon-

" don’s East End poor do not patronize

these estahlishments “here prices
are not an issue.

Under the headline “London’s
Black Food Market Becomes Shame-
ful War Blight,” Mr. Stoneman
minces no words.
worst was a Boy Scout compared to
the boys who operate the Black Mar-
ket in food in wartime England,”
begins Mr. Stoneman's report. _

These racketeers deal in rationed
foods. They specialize in fine cuts
of beef, hams, poultry, eggs, oranges,
onions, whiskey and cigarettes, War
or no war, rations or no rations, the
rich must live in the style to which
they are accustomed. They can and
are willing to pay—to pay enough
to make it worth while for the illi-
cit Black Market to- cater to their
demands.

While gentlemen in spats and mon-

“Al Capone at his .

"By Susan Green

ocle consume juicy steaks in their
ex¢lusive clubs, the butcher who
supplies the working clas$ housewife
with meat has nothing bétter to offer
“than a thin slice of green meat that
you would ordinarily throw to your
dog.”

So this is how food rationing
works in democratic England: The
poor get the rationing—the rich get
the food.

In the expensive hotels,

much better in democratic England
than does price fixing.

Mr. Churchill is indeed a very dili-
gent propagandist for British impe-
rialism. But fancy verbiage does not
stand up against the shameful real-
ities of the capitalist double stand-

chicken,

duck and. other pouliry are always

available to the wealthy guests. The
working class consumer gets—horse
feathers. )

To obtain the forbidden grub, the
smaller hotels, restaurants and clubs
resort to the well-known bootlegging
practices of prohibition days in this
country. But the.larger establish-
ments, according to Mr. Stoneman,
have been doing it “in a much more
businesslike and shameless way.”

The Savoy, Claridge's, the Berke-
ley and Goring’s Hotel—four of the
swankiest in London— were sum-
moned for paying more for poultry
than the legally - fixed prices. Mr.
Stoneman: reported, however, that
“There has been a very lengthy de-
lay in trying this case.”

From which one might conclude
that “fixing” in some fields works

9.
{roreigk =~

ard: One for the rich and another
for the poor—one for the bosses and
another for the workers—plentiful
food for the rich and plentiful ra-
tions for the poor.

Kitchen Bosses
Go to Town

/

ble goods” increased 40 per cent

Those increased profits were pocketed afler paying all'income and

excess profits taxes.

The 31 per cent profit gain of all the corperalions is more than :
' 10 times the 3 per cent gain of the workers, and the 40 per cent”
prcﬁt gain of the durable goods manufacturers is more than 13

times the net wage gain.

If the 1941 profits were compared with 1939 instead of W1th 1940,
the profit rise would be still greater.

Wages Laggingl Behind

Wages are lagging far behind profits, according to the-latest repori
by the Federal Reserve Board. It shows that:

Since the war began in September, 1939, workers' hourly earnings
have increased by an average of 14 per cent, but the cost of living has
risen 11 per cent, leaving 3 per cent as the net wage gain.

In contrast, the profits of 416 large industrial corporations; in the
first nine months of 11941 compared {o the same period for 1940, in-
creased 31 per cent, and; the profits of 250 corporations making “dura-

“SYRACUSE, N. Y.—The kitchen
bosses of Syracuse are in revoll
over the high cost of living and
the housewives of this normally
conservative city are agitating in
the streets. i

Organized Housewives of Syra-
cuse is what they call themselves
and the breakfast dishes lie dirty
in the sink as they recruit new
members from door to door, street
{0 street, block to block. The
hands that rock tlhe .cradle are
building a union.

A boycolt is on against local
milk dealers who raised prices one
cent a quart for a second time in
six months. The milk dealers’ as-
sociation, representing 40 local dai-
ries, already has sent peace emis-
saries to deal with a new phenom-
enon in collective baxgammg——the -
Board. of Housew:ves

Commlttee Analyzed Here.

Last week the Congressional-Executive Department Joint Commlttee
Non-Essential Expenditures, which since last Septemiber hag been ir'niéstig
ing ways and means of economizing on the federal governent's experises.
ly made its, long awaited report. This report is important because: it
ongtrates clearly how big business and its reactionary politicians in Cong
typified by the poll-tax Senator Byrd of Virginia, the head of this committ

intend to make the people pay for the war. That President Roosevelt

at least partial support to these proposals is, seen in the fact that a cabf!i

Workers Face
Unemployment,
CiO Reports

By JACK WILSON

The terrible-specter of mass un-
employment hovered over the head
of the American labor movement as
the year 1942: rolled around.

This gloomy. prospect was empha-
sized in an official CIO report, pub-
‘lished in the CIO Economic Out-
look, in ~ forecasting employment
trends for 1942. N :

The CIO economists predicted that
2,500,000 workers would lose their
jobs by next October because of a
shortage of materials and the fail-
ure to convert existing plants into
war production facilities.

Since the latest available figures
show ' that  at ‘present there are
around 4,000,000 . unemployed, the
new layoffs. would bring the total
to 6,500,000 unemployed by Octopel
1942,

Contrary to popular behct expan-
sion of arms production and the
whole arms program will not in-
crease employment, but tend to in-
tensify the _problem, the CIO says.

“The CIO has poinied out on
many occasions the dislocations in
employment. which would be
caused by the old level of the
arms program. As our arms pro-
gram is doubled or tripled the dis-
locations - in |employment will be
greatly. intensified.’

This whole problem of unemploy-
ment will be dggravated by the fact
that the cost of living will increase
sharply, both for the employed and
unemployed workers.

Food Prices Rise

The CIO estimates that food costs
will rise 12.to 15 per cent ih the
coming year, augmenting a 20.8 per
cent rise which took place between
August, 1939, and November, 1941.

All wage gains of recent months
will be wiped out by this upward
trend in living costs, the CIO de-
clares.

“The 17 per cent rise in average
hourly eatnings has been reduced to
4.5 per cent as the result of the in-
creased cost of living. By February
1, with the cost of living rising at
the rate of 1.5 per cent per month,
the entire rise in hourly earnings
will be wiped out.”

<In contrast to this outlook for the

laboyr movement, the CIO points out
that there has been a 322 per cent
increase in profits of all Dbusiness
for the first three dquarters of 1941,
as compared to a similar period in
1940, according to the conservative
Federal Reserve Board. '

What all this means in, terms of
actual human existence should be
clear. The -workers, even during the

height of war production, have no-

glcirious.'fut;uré aheadyof them. Even
now, millions face unemployment,

membe1 Henry Morgenthau.
the report

The report “takes the form of
series of recommendations aimed
bringing a total saving of $8l,
965,061 next year through
means as abolition of the Civ
Conservation Corps, the Farm Si
rity. Administration, ‘the Farm
ant Program, the National ¥
Administration, drastic cuts fo
propriations for WPA, public w
and agricultural aid.

These recommendations, if ma
into law, would mean the coinp_fje:_
abolition of what remains of! the
New Deal’s social reforms and, in th
words of Senator La Follette: of
consin, “would' cripple vital' sot:fa
services, hurt national health and fa
most heavily on the lowest lmonie
groups among the poimlatmrl

committee’s recommendations = are
the following:

1) A recommendation to

WPA expenditures by $400,000,000, or"

about one-half of this year’s alréad:
inadequate quota. This would mea‘n
throwing at least

eworkers. @utweﬂqebsmnd» baok»t&

none too tender mercies of home re-
lief bureaus. This cut is, especially.
unjustified at present when only on
out of every four of the nation’s fo
million unemployed are working’ Lot
WPA, and when priorities uner
ployment is expected to throw a
other two million workers out
jobs within the next four months

2) A recommendation to cut. $10
000,000 from the Department of Ag-
riculiure appropriation for -domesti
censumptlon of ‘food surpluses.
recommendation would, in the
of Roy F. Hendrickson, feder
cultural marketing adminis
“drastically curtail and pessibly
pletely eliminate” fededal subsidi
for penny-a-day milk and free
ches now being received. by ,500
000, school children, and for s pl
food and milk now granted i.‘
relief population under the -
plan. Said Hendrickson: “The
who  will suffer the most. ar
needy who are getting much of t
daily nutritional needs throug
sta.mp plan.”

the CCC and the NYA, 'I‘]us ;
mean that thousands' of yﬁuth 1

would be ‘thirown out of w
swell the ranks ‘of the ; unemp!

youth has been receiving t
NYA would: be completely

4) The recommendation. to
the Farm Tenant Program and
Security Program. It should be
that there is no proposal to .cut
cent from the AAA, which be
mainly the large comrhercial 1t
ers. ‘Rather is the. cut propose
those two agencies, the F’I‘P a
FSP, which have to 'some degre
aided the poorer ‘farmers, the s
croppers and tenant £a1mers %

éonsu'mer Gbo&s-""_l';_ :
Profits Increuse
32 Per Cent

Producers ‘of consul‘n,e_t"-
the third quarter of: 1941 .
their pr 0@& over.a year
per cent.” The combined’
of 69 makeys of foods and
textiles and clothes; 'cig
and - miscellaneous items”
083,233 for the period ©
the $53,259,001  made
quarter of 1940. ‘

Principal gains iqf‘ )
were .shown by 15
metics < producers, up
five apparel makers, up

in {07

~and five llquor compam
: cent :

&
.




_%NGELES——The need to de-
d civil rights in the United States
uring wartime was stressed at a
g conducted by the Civil
hts: Defense - Committee in Los
geles Sunday night, December 21.
The me&ting marked one step in
ocal campaign to defend the 18
ants of Local 544-CIO of Min-
eapolis and of the Sociallist Work-
. Party, who were convicted re-
tly under the reactionary Smith
of 1940. Their “crime,” as point-
out by Dr. C. J. Taft, director of
e Ametrican Civil Liberties Union
or: California, and chairman of the
eeting, was the open advocacy of
r views, a right vouchsafed by
e Bill of Rights.
Speakers at the meeting, in addi-
n to Dt. Taft, were Manny Gar-
, of the Workers Party; Brother
faubrook, of the International Long-
emen and Warehouse Workers
ion, Local 113 of San Pedro; How-
| Rosen, chairman of the Los An-
les Civil Rights Defense Commit-
‘and John Murphy of the Social-
Workers Party.
Dr. Taft emphasized that the Am-
erican Civil Liberties Union is in-
ested in the Minneapolis case be-
‘cause it regards the Smith Act as a
iolation of the Constitution, a vio-
ion that should arouse every lover
of reedom to a determined protest.
Manny Garrett expressed the sol-
arity of the Workers Party with
tasks of the Civil Rights Defense
Committee and with the fight for the
peal of the Smith Act. The first
victim in ‘thé United States of the
Second ‘Word War for Democracy, he
ed, is the Bill of Rights. This
r for democracy—not, of course,
for democracy for the natives of In-
fia or of Africa, or in fact for some
75 per cent of the population of the
world—starts out, he said, with a
viction which, if upheld in the
higher courts, will go far to kill the
igst elementary rights guaranteed
by democracy.
The attack upon working class
itants, he continued, is the first
tep on the road away from the
“four. freedoms” advocated by Presi-
dent Roosevet, and in the direction
‘of Hiterigm and the suppression of
Brother: Haubrook insisted that it
- his opinion and that of the ma-
jority of the members of his union
‘ocal that every man has the right
to voice his views. “I have every
interest,” he said, “in their right to
¥ what they think.”
- Howard Rosen, speaking for the
Defense Committee, .outlined various
leans by which the members of the

udieice could aid in the defense.of

e convicted men and women. -
- John Murphy,
Soeialist Workers Party, pointed out
that this is the first case since the
celebrated one involving Eugene V.
Debs during the First World War in
which men were sentenced to prison

net for their deeds, but for their -

Jump 22 Per Cent
Food, prices ‘have risen 224 per
ént in the last year, according to a
rt issued by the National Indus-
tr; 1 Conference Board. Food costs
vember were that mueh higher

than the August, 1939, level.
Living costs as a whole have risen
10.6 per cent above the pre-war level.,
Figures used by the Conference
- are regarded as conservative.

speaking. for the ;

War Comes
To Park
Avenve

Several days ago New Yorkers
read of the resignation of William
Fellowes Morgan, commissioner of
markets.
because he didn’t see eye to eye with

eruptive Mayor LaGuardia on some

appointments.

’But behind this comparanveiy rou-
tine political guarrel there lies a tale
of society intrigue and social jockey-
ing between two rival sets of rich
females from the 400 which threatens
to create a first-class political scan-
dal in New York,

And what is more, this tale has
serious politféal implications in re-
lation to the conduet of civilian war
relief. work.

Here is the story

Morgan, like all the other politi-
cians, was cooking up some “de-
fense” work for his department. He
placed one Mrs. Preston Davies, a
wealthy society womafi, as his “de-
fense” aid. Exactly who Mrs. Da-
vies was going to defend is not clear
—surely it wasn't Mr. Morgan!'—but
be that as it may, she was to be the
defense aid.’

Mrs. Davies, however, is the head
of the ritzy American Women's Vol-
unteer Service which happens to be
in disfavor with Mrs. Winthrop Ald-
rich, the head of the Mayor’s Office
of Civilian Defense. Mrs. Aldrich
(be it noted in passing) is also a

- member of the 400, wife of the pres-
ident of the great Chase National
Bank and a social rival of Mrs Da-
vies. 3 i

So when Mrs. Davies was appoint-
ed as “defense” aide by Morgan, Mrs.
Aldrich protested to Mayor LaGuar-
dia on the- ground that she, Mrs.
Aldrich, hadn’t had anything to say
about the appointment of Mrs. Da-
vies.

She Doesn’t Like Her

Yes, we know this is all very com-
plicated, but anyway Mrs. Aldrich
doesn't like Mrs. Davies. ;

As a result the obediently gallant
Mayor LaGuardia ordered Morgan to
fire Mrs. Davies. But the equally
gallant Morgan refused and resigned
in protest!

. A pretty tale, is it not?

It reminds us of the last war, when

the sociefy ladies were weeping

sbucketfuls of tears—in between ca-
viar sandwiches—for the poor sol-
diers and getting in each other’s
hairin rival “relief” outfits, the main
activity of which was holding large
parties.

We should like to know, however:

What are these scatterbrain society

dames doing in these war posts to

begin with?

How have they gotten the monop-
oly on these “oh-so-interesting” war
jobs to begin with—as is seen by
many letters in the New York press
of women (not in the 400) who try
to get into these relief outfits and
are snubbed?

If there is a need for “defense”
aides,” why isn't. some competent
person hired, while the society lasses
are left to stew in their caviar and
debutante parties?

Presumably Morgan quit .

LABOR ACTION

rOper‘a Buffa in

The French Isles

The intermission has been reac‘heél in the newest opera-buffa en-

titled “St Pierre and Miquelon.” Opera-buffa? St. Pierre'and Mique-

lon? You have the right to ask, why the Italian description for what' "’
is obviously a French farce? We don't really know, except that this
time the Italians had nothing whatever to do with the script, produc-
tion and performance of this diminutive diplomatic sideshow. The
principal performers are Americans and Frenchmen. The rest of the
cast is composed of Englishmen and Canadians. All of which has re=
sulted in something utterly confusing. Let's see if we can't untangle

a State Department mess.

1. Off the coast of Newfoundland lie the two French islands, St.
Pierre and Miquélon. Since the fall of France they have been ruled by
a governor appointed-by Vichy's doddering chieftain, often advertised
as the venerable God-fearing Marshal Petain.

2. Vichy France is a satellite of fascist Germany and under the
leadership-of the Marshal and the Anglophobe Admiral Darlan has
been transformed in the image of the fascist states of Germany, Italy
and Spain. Since the armistice, France has been a thorn in the side of
the Allies, hindering their war effort while it lent genuine and posi-
tive aid to the German war machine. '
IN THE WINGS STOOD GENERAL DE GAULLE

3. Over in the wings,

however,

stood the aristocratic General

Charles de Gaulle, carrying the banner of the “Free” French. He had
" assembled a nucleus of an army; won over part of the French Navy;
seized parts of the French colonidl empire and has, ever since, waged
what has been called a war against the “usurpers at Vichy.” The Free
French movement is dependent’ financially; morally and spiritually

upon England in the first place, ‘and the Allies in general.,

Truth to

tell, 1he_ Free French are regarded as an mtegral part of the Allied

front!

4. The “unified” Allied boards of strategy have accorded the 'afore-
mentioned recoghition to de Gaulle’s movement. The .lease-lend bill
was extended to permit the granting of aid to the Free French and

such aid has already been sent.

5. The established task of the Free French was an over-all atiempt
to prevent the conversion of France to a full-fledged military ally of
Germany, to win the colonial possessions from Vichy to the side of
England, and to participate in a military way on the side of the democ-
racies. Good, bad or indifferent, this is what .the Free French movement
(headquarters in London) has endeavored to aceomplish.

Let us get on. On Thursday, December 25, Free French marines
under the commanc'l of Admiral Emile Muselier, who directed the ac-
tion from aboard a corvette, landed on the islands of St. Pierre and
Miquelon, took into custedy the Vichy -supporters and announced that a
plebiscite would be held so that the people of the islands may deter-

mine their governmental allegiance through a “democratic”

process.

That was a good one—a plebiscite through the democratic process! The

islanders are reported to have screamed:

“Vive de Gaulle!” Baron-de

Bournat, the Vichy governor, reputed to be a student of Alexander

Dumas, screamed back:

“Vive Petain!”

"HULL SCREAMS BACK AT BOTH

The State Department in Washington, through State Secretary Cor-
dell Hull, screamed at both, saying that it was embarrassed by the “ar-

bitrary action contrary to agreement.”

Whose agreement, and with

whom? Hull's agreement with the French fascists? England's agree-

ment with Washington?

But England insists it knew nothing about Admiral Muselier's ad-
venture. It is true that the sea journey was begun in England, the ships
and arms and money provided by the British, but that does not mean
that they knew what de Gaulle and his admiral were going to do with

, them. Hell no. They might have been in training, or just taking a
pleasure jaunt, or perhaps they were in search of the mythical Atlan-
tis. In any case, the Brmsh are supposed to have beemtaken unawares!

But Hull is adamant. Tt upset the agreement with “Martinique. If:'
might have dire effects on American-Vichy relations! 1t ‘ain't in accord
with the Four Freedoms and the Atlantic Charter. The islands has got
to go back to Vichy, radio or no radio. But if: you're adamant maybe
we can make a deal. Give the islands back to Petain and the Allies
will take over the radio and thus prevent possible betrayals by the
French fascists. The English are baffled. They would like to have the
Free French keep it—even though they did not inform Churchill of
their intention to carry through this coup.

The New York Post declares:

“Sweep out the nullifiers!” PM in-

sists that the action of the State Department is contrary to the Bill of

Rights and decency in human relations.

But these newspaper people

don’t know nothing about diplomacy.

England and Canada ain't giving no orders.

Washington is. And

nobody knows what.deals they got on the fire with’ Vichy. Didn't they
prevent the Panama Canal from being bombed by not seizing Mar-

tinique? Why upset the applecart?

But you can never tell.

The show ain't over yet. This is only the,

intermission in a minor capitalist diplomatic production in the midst *
of an imperialist war for “democracy” and a little profit.

. Sam Adams,

Stalin Jails
Polish Social-
Democrats

The ' Atherican social - democratic

_— journal, the New Leader, carries the

news in its December 27 issue of the
arrest of Hentich Ehrlich and Viector
Alter, Polish socialist leaders who
came- under. the rule of the Stalin
government when it took over East-
ern .Poland. g

Ehrlich and Alter had previously
been arrested immediately after the
invasion of Poland. At the time that
Stalin signed his agreement with the
_Polish government in exile sevetal
weeks ago, Ehrlich and Alter were
released .

Ironically enough, Ehrlich ahd Al-
ter had just issued an appeal to the
Polish workers to support the war
of Stalin a few days before their ar-
rest.

Exactly what Stalin’s motives are
in arresting these Polish social-dem-
ocrats is not yet clear. What is clear,
Rowever, is that this incidént is but
another instance of the Stalinist pol-
icy of persecuting all working class
opponents.

We await with interest the com-
ment of those bourgeois liberal com-
mentators who have recently devot-
ed themselves to painting idyllie
portraits of Stalin as a great “hu-
manitarian” and “democrat.”

AFL Says Real
Wages Lower

WASHINGTON — Workers’. real
wages have declined since Septem-
ber 1, the American Federation of
Labor reports here

“In . the last two months reecorded,
September and October, cost of liv-
ing has risen faster than wages and
the workers’ real inceme has de-
clined,” the Federation says in its
latest survey of labor conditions.

“The -average pay for one hour's
work will buy less than it did two
months ago,” the survey adds.
“From August to October cost of liv-
ing has inereased 3 per cent, wages
only 2.6 per cent.”

The Federation says that after
March, 1941, rising prices began to
cut away workers’ new buying pow-
er, but not until September__did the
price “ificrease exceed wage
creased. The cost of living in Octo-
ber was 11 per cent above pre-war
and 9 per cent above October, 1940,
it reports .

“This price increase,
bound to destroy workers' wage
gains,” the Federation declares, “can
only be checked by seiting up the
proper price controls.”

(Editor’s Note: The AFL report
is correet, except that it mneglecis
to mention that real wages have
really declined for the last three
recorded monihs. Those are Aug-
ust, September and October. This
fact is revealed in a recent survey
of the ultra-conservative Business
Week. Thus real wages were de-
clining even a month before the
AFL noted it as a fact.)

which is

in-

By SENTINEL

When Japan made its fateful decis
sion to attack the United States and
Germany followed up with its own
declarafion of war, the Allied lead-
ers understood more clearly -than
ever before that they - were up
against a world strategic plan of
the Axis.

The Japanese attack, therefore,
brought to the Allied leaders the re-
alization that the working out of
its own counter world strategical
plan was an unpostponable task.
Consequently, hardly more- than
two weeks after the Japanese blast-
ing of Hawaii, Churchill found him-
self in Washington with his large
entourage of experts, military, eco-
nomic and diplomatie.

That Churchill came to see Roose-
velt for the second time, rather than
FDR repaying Churchill's previous
visit, is not without its own signifi-
cance. That was a recognition of the
fact that the American colossus dom-
inates ‘and dictates the Allied side of
the war and that England now plays
second fiddle.

The- task of setting up a unified
Allied strategy and command is
‘mot an easy one, The national in-
terests—military, economic and po-
litical—of the different nations in
the Allied bloe conflict at many
points and must be reconciled, at
least for the duration of the war
in order to set up this unified com-
mand. However interested Church-
ill is in the solution of this task,
he must necessarily plead the in-
terests of the British Empire and
see to it that these interesis are
subordinated as little as possible
to the Allied world scheme as a
whole. The same can be said about
the representatives of Russia, the
British Dominions, China and the
others. The last word of course
will remain with the United States.
She intendeds to dominate both
the war and the peace.

Military Division of Areas

The working agreement that is
being framed in Washington will be
based not only on the world picture
as a whole but upon these consider-
ations as well. A general strategy
will undoubtedly be worked out
which will decide which areas are
to be defended and which are not.

Another point which will .un-
doubtedly be decided in the Roose-
velt-Churchill conference will be the

manner in which the Allies will ‘di=-

vide the world into military regions
and their attempt to coordinate' Al-
lied military strategy in those re-
gions. The probable divisions are:
American leadership in the Pacific,
British in the Atlantic, Chinese in
the Far Eastern land -areas, and
Russian in the European land area.
Naturally even this will probably
not be permanent. The future chan-
ges in the war, bringing to the fore

national interests at present obscure,

THE WORLD AT WAR(-
Churchill-Roosevelt Meeting
Is First Step in the Creation
Of Allied World Strategy

litical—of the war and home fronts;

of both the Allies and their enemies.

The possibilities and potentialities of
both 'sides must ' have been appraised,
Then the prebable length of the war
must have beeh estimated and the
plan for the conduct 61 the war was
certainly worked out.

But all this is not complete witha
out a discussion of the aims of the

Allies—=that is, what they are going |

to do when they have conquered the
enemy. Who gets what; the post-,
war relations among the victors and
the vanquishéd; how the map of the
world will be changed; what coun-
tries will be resurrected and what
countries wiped out; these are the

questions that are being discussed in |

the Allied capitals.
Moscow Takeé a Hand

They are questions that are being

discussed not only in Washington
but in Moscow as well.
few weeks, before and during dis-
cussions in Washington, no less a

dignitary than Anthony Eden has

been in the Russian capital negotiat-
ing on the war and post-war prob-
les with Stalin himself. With the
termination of these proceedings the
announcement is made that on the
peints relating to the conduct of the
war to defeat Germany and meas-
ures to be taken after the war to
keep her down, Stalin and Eden are
in complete accord.

Thus the British Foreign Office an-
nounces:

“The conversations, which took

place in a friendly atmosphete, g
showed an identity of view of bath

parties relating to the conduct of
the war, and especially with re-
gard to the necessity for theé ufteér
defeat of Hitlerite Gerany and
adoption of measures to render
,completely impossible any repeti-
tion of German aggression in the 3
future.

“An exchange of views on qires- '

tions relating to the post-war or-
ganization of peace and security
provided much important and use-
ful material whiech will facilitate -
future elaboration of concrete pro-
posals on this subject. '
“Both parties are convinced that
the Moscow conversations consti-
tute a new important forward step
toward closer collaboration be-
iween the USSR and Great Brit
ain.” '

Aside from the accord in the Imh-'

tary sphere (in which Russia’s deci
sion"hot to take on Japan at presen
is completely understood) the other
sections of the agreement indicate

the importance of Stalin’s role as a
participant in the forging of a new.

Versailles. This is in line with his
whole manner of conducting the war.

It is in lin€ with his agreement with

the reactionary Sikorski to set up a
strong Poland and his suggestions

For the past

0y

for an international army to police

and guarantee a capitalist Europe on

the model of Versailles.

will undoubtedly bring correspond-.

ing changes in the military com-
mands.

The discussions among the varidus
representatives of the Allies from
this this set-up emerges are of ne-
cessify extensive and all-inclusive.
Considerable attention was no doubt
paid to a detailed appraisal of the
forces—military, economic and po-

-
e Radicals
ersonal Failures?
sar Editor:
'i‘hére is often mentioned in the
press ‘the idea that radicals are that
because they are personal fail-
~in business or art or the pro-
gsloris. That is true in some cases.
One runs across unsuccessful actors
yping up the theates in the So-
.Union because there is always a
dy job for actors there. One
ellows who are so bitter and
ical that they would not be sue-
sses in anything, not even in radi-
ircles.
‘he other radicals have discovered

the business system has failed -

sm. or others they know. They
ow how to work but business does
now how to give employment.
 know how to punch the tim&
ock steadily, but it's the owners
give them such low wages and
workshops that they can’t live.
business that makes radicals

- it., The radicals are a success
comparison with the dumbies who
eve it Is the best possible world.

Carl Peter,wn.

s Note—Well, we must con-

t we haven't given this mat-
ch thought lately—what with
things like the war to think
One thing we. do know—we
ot that youw'll find a pretty rep-
ve cross section among rad-

. bright and not so bright,
itter and the cheerful, etc. The
ause of personal dislocations
psychological abnormalities
dor btedly social—merely one
of a degenerate eco-

oﬂJa[w’L Uction Jake the Floov ...

1WA Worker on
Closed Shop and

Union Amendments

Dear Editor:

As we -have experienced it, the
blessings of a closed shop in our local
" of the International Woodworkers of
America are not entirely unmixed.
Especially is this so if in securing it
one has to agree to take in all of the
present employees of the contracting
employer. In so doing the union has
gotten a fine job lot of finks, com-
pany stooges, goons, two-card car-
riers and outright union - haters—
commonly known as rugged individ-
ualists.

From this choice assortment comes
a constant stream of friction and dis-
sension. Squabbels and disruptions
are the natural offspring of such a
hybrid, as is produced by the naive
attempt to cross a class - conscious
worker with a boss-conscious special
privilege seeking scissor-bill.

The closed shop is not an end in
and of itself. But a means to oktain
better wages, shorter hours and safer
working conditions.. Once it is ob-
tained the union’s battle is not won.
It is only an additional lever and its
purpose is not served by merely
forcing these finks into our midst. It
is and can only be beneficial when
such potential traitors and reaction-
ary -offal are permanently disposed
of.

Internal Disruption

With such groups in our midst
coupled with the recently passed
IWA amendments 2, 3 and 4, and in
conjunction with the current war
hysteria of our super-pafriots, a per-

fect theater is ready made for the

machinations of these forces. By

creating turmoil in and prolonging

our meetings, disgust may be so en-
gendered that formerly good union

members may and do fail to attend
regularly,

This enhances the relative strength
of these would-be “fifth. columnists.”
Soon they will become so embold-
ened that they will be attempting to
invoke the application in some form
or another of the above-mentioned

amendments against the very men

who had led the building of the
union.

These amendments deny a man's
rights to political affiliation of his
own choosing and violate the ®ssen-
tial spirit of the CIO. In as much as
the.local is not the sole owner nf the
contract with the company, once
such amendments are successfully
invoked, then.one can be automati-
cally mucked from the job which
he ha helped to build up to where it
is worth holding.

Chicago Lecture:

With these 111-ad\rmed changes in
our constitution in conjunction with
our other unmixed blessing, it will
be only by the utmost vigilance and
uncompromising determination in
our local that we will prevent the
corrosion and disintegration of our
union. A working class movement
cannot stand still; only through fur-
ther militant advance tending to-
ward more workers’ control of the
means of production,- by accepting
nothing on faith and bowing down
to no outside authonty can we look
to the future

A Member of'Local

6-28, TWA.

(Editor's Note: LABOR ACTION -

disagrees with the comments the
union brother makes on the closed
shop. We are publishing next week
an exhaustive article on this sub-
ject by Jack Wilson, which will,
take up this problem.)

s

What Shall Labor Do About the War?

The Cost of Living, the Right to Strike, Civil Liberties,

War Profiteering-—

Hear: G. L. LEE Discuss These Issues at

LYON & HEALY HALL
Jackson & Wabash Avenues, Studio 10

SUNDAY, JANUARY 4, AT 2:30 P. M.

Auspices:

_CHICAGO LABOR ACTION FORUM
 Admission: 10 Cents.

Unemployed. Free

‘Another Reader

Wants Shachtman

Dear Editor:

I am in complete agreement with
- the sentiments voiced in a letter to
your reader's column by Theodore
Lyons in the last issue of LABOR
ACTION.

‘There is no doubt that LABOR
ACTION is the best by far of all the
radical publications—but it could
improve itself much by the addition
of a weekly column by Max Shacht-
man. Here’s hoping we see that col--
umn soon.

Mike,

Cicero, Il

UAW Victories
In Syracuse

Dear Edtior:

Another step was taken last week
to make Syracuse a wunion town
when the United Automobile Work-
ers, CIO, won an NLRB election in
the Owen Dyneto plant by a vote of
258 to 68.

The UAW had previously won an-
other election in the Brown Lipe
gll;apin plant by a vote of 1,029 to

The local UAW has beeh very
much on the alert and is the most
militant union in the city. They have
concentrated on their main job—
fighting for better conditions for the
workers. This has made the local
Stalinists very angry, because they
are a lot more interested in their
brand of politics than in organizing
workers into unions.-

¢ J.P'.’

Iron Workers Hit \
“No Strike” Policy

Dear Editor:

Your readers might be interested
in knowing of a recent incident that
took place in one of the Chicago lo-
cals of the International Association
of Bridge, Structural and Ornamen-
tal Iron Workers (AFL). Upon the
demand of the president of the in-
ternational and the Chicago Building
Trades Council, the local leadership
quickly and bureaucratically pushed
through a motion putting the local
on record in favor of the labor-be-
traying “no-strike” - policy.

In spite of the fact that no discus-
sion was in order and the member-
ship did not hear any oppesition,
most of the members at the meeting
did not vote, thus indicating their
tacit opposition at least.

. But in the shop, where the men
feel more free to voice their opin-
ions, most of the talk was against the
“no strike” policy. Everyone under-
stood that this meant taking away
labor’s basic weapon and that the
results of this policy would be a tre-
mendous setback for the entire labor
movement.

One fellow said: “The union took
away our right to striké, but what
the oo ~ does the boss give up?” -
. Everyoné gave the nod to his ex-
ploswe and unprintable answer.

M. K.

READ, SUBSCRIBE TO
NEW INTERNATIONAL

A New Versailles

That Roosevelt is in agreemen
with this is clear not only from the
“Atlantic Charter,” but from the
statement that he is reported to have

said to the departing diplomats at.

the end of the just completed dis«
cussions that “this time we shall see
that Germany is disarmed and stays
disarmed.” This is also clear from

the promises of a restored Europe

similar to that of the Versailles sys=-
tem :

Lest there be some who feel that
the peoples of the eccupied coum~
tries may take matters into their

own hands and overthrow the yoke

of Hitler before the Allied “lib-

erators” do thé job, Chuxchill’s first
remark upon his arrival in Wash-

ington should serve to disillusion

them. Churchill explained that
the opposition to Hitler in the oc-
cupied countries cannot be expect-

ed to be sirong enough to cause
_ his overthrow while the repressive

forces that he employs aré as
strong as they are, The might of

Hitler will first have to be given

a shattering blow from without, he

asserted. By “without” he means,

of course, the armed might of the

Allies. :

Roosevelt and Churchill are very

much concerned about the possibili=

+ty of revolt even in Germany and
the occupied territories. '
anxious to have their armies on the
scene — together . with their friend
Stalin’s—if and when the people of
Europe revolt in order to make sure
that a docile capitalism, ‘instead of
socialism, comes from these revolt

Hence, for the working class am!. 3
the colonial peoples who have now '
been drawn into this terrible war
it is necessary to keep in mind that
when they iry io establish a so-"
cialist society of their own, they
will meet the' oppesition of Roose-

‘velt and Churchill, as well as Hit-
ler. And Stalin will be standing .
right alongside of Roosevelt and
Churchill, fighting agamst the
working class

It is impossible to divorce Stalin's.
aims from those of Roosevelt and.
Churchill. He fights not only to.
maintain his power, but in that fight
hé supports without reservation the
war aims of Roosevelt and Churchill,
which are just as reactionary as

those of the imperialist Axis powe

They are
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»!Iacketeenng
In American  Knight of St. George or Imperialist
Trade Unions

'The continuioug publicity in.the newspapers about
racketeering in the trade union movement has puffed

p this problem way out of preportion. The trade unions

in the United States with their

ten million members

‘have far fewer crooks than business organizations.

. Nevertheless,

the fact that there are even a few

‘makes it important, particularly now in a_ situation, that
we face the issue, trace the roots and growth of racket-
eering in the labor movement and develop a program
for its elimination.

Waestbrook Pegler screams himself hoatrse about rack-

eteer control NOT because he wants the workers to con-
~* trol their own organizations but as a step in the attempt
to discredit the entire trade union movement.

The racketeer-gangster stage is the height of degen-

; ‘efacy and machine control in the frade union movement.

Racketeers find it easy to “muscle in”

only on unions

. “where rank and file democracy is absent and a bureau-
- cratic machine exists; where meetings are not held regu-
Jarly, elections of officers few and far between, where
'most of the posts are appointive ones, where agreements
~are made between the union officials and the bosses
- without the rank and file making its detnands or being
permltted to control the acceptance or re]ectwn of the
agréements. i ’

METHODS OF RACKETEERING TG /

- These are the methods that breed racketeering. But

these happen to be the methods and ideas of trade union

; orgamzahon of the entire AFL Executive Board. These

. are the methods by which they remain in office.. Should
~ they agree to rank and file control of the unions many
‘of them would be out of office. Dubinsky's resolution
at the New Orleans AFL convention putting the power
‘of suspending unions into the hands of William Green &

. Co, is very dangerous.

Dangerous not to the racketeers

“but to the union militants who are striving to bring
“ abotit changes in the unions which would drive out the
. racketeers and make racketeering impossible.
‘Every bureaucracy develops and maintains a machine
- for one reason—tio perpetuate itself in power. The irade
‘unions officialdom is no different in this respect.
' The period of negotiations with the bosses for union’
agreements. or working rules, is the time when the bu-
~reaucratic machine literally shakes in its boots. At these
negotlatlons, the corrupt union officials direct their main
energies toward control of the workers’ jobs and in
signing an agreement for the longest possible time. But
in ordér for the bosses to even recognize the union offi-
ials, let alone sign agreements with them, the officials
ust be able to convince the bosses of the union's
stréngth and power.

LEADERS' CONTRADICTION
= And it is here that the trade union officials are caught
between: the contradiction of having to wrest some con-
eesslons in order to keep the union intact (if only to in-
'-sure them their soft positions) and on the other hand
A ﬁ_voiﬂing at all costs the activization of the rank and file
~ through militant struggles. It is precisely this contradie-

~{hat forces them to call in gangsters and racketeers
use gangster methods themselves) to aid them in

their disputes with the bosses.

. That is why, often, when the most conservahve and

- bureaucratic unions are on strike the most violent type
i _of ‘action takes place, Thus gangsters in some unions
. became part and parcel of the existing bureaueracies
~ and in many of these unions the racketeers easily dis-

" placed the machine of the old line bureaucrats with .

‘their own. For it is only one step furiher in the process
of degeneration of a trade union from a machine bu-
reaucracy to a gangster-ridden officialdom.

To permit the development of an active rank and

By Mike Stevens

Winston Churchill:

By HENRY JUDD Z

“I am a child of the House nf Commons.

I was brought up to believe in democracy;

trust the people.... I have been in full har-

mony with the tides which have flowed on
both sides of the Atlantic against privileges
and monopoly and 1 have steered confidently
toward the Gettysburg ideal of government of
the people, by the people, for the people.”
' (Winston Churchill to the American Congress.)

Seldom has human history recorded so many
misstatements in so few words uttered by onhe
man!

Winston Churchill—head of the British Con-
servative (Tory) Party; Winston Churchill—Prime
Minister of the greatest imperialist power on the
face of the earth, the British- Empire; Winston
Churchill—imperial leader of the English capi-
talist class which rules over 500 million ecolonial
peoples in Asia and Africa; Winston Churchill—
man of the “old school ties, offspring of Anglo-
American aristoeracy, descendant of the Duke. of
Marlborough—this is a more atcurate portrait.

Sinece Churchill’s’ arrival in Washington two
weeks ago the American press, radio and propa-
ganda institutions have outdorie themselves in the
Churchill build-up.’ Franklin Delano Roosevelt
has temporatily receded into the background be-
fore the more dramatic and colorful leader of the
British' Empire. As a cynic remarked, “Churchill
did everything but take out his first papers!”

KNIGHT. OF. ST. GEORGE?

Churchill is portrayed to us as the fighting sym-
bol of world democracy, as the resolute represent-
ative of the British people, as the embodiment of
“good” against “evil,” -as the hope for a shining
future, as a modern Knight of St. George come to
slay, in mouth-filling Victorian oratory, the Nazi
dragon.

But LABOR ACTION finds il necessary to
remind its readers that Churchill is here for other
reasons — more sinister reasons —than campaign
and warlike oratory.

Churchill is here to plot with Roosevelt the
future course of the imperialist war in which
both hations, England and America, aré now en-
gaged. Behind the talk of “world-wide strategy,”
“unified command,” “plans for taking the offen-
sive,” “divisions of supplies ahd resources” lie
many sacrifices and heart aches plahned for the
people of America and Englan dalike:

(1) The representatives of “democratic” im-
perialism are planning where, when and how to
set millions of American boys on the transports
going fo the battle fields of Africa, of Asia and
Europe. In a word, they are dealing with and, in
their own way, settling the fate of countless num-
bers of American youth, British soldiery and Al-
lied forces.

(2) They are seeking to iron out various dif-
ferences that arise from British and American
commercial and ecohomic rivalry. All is not bro-
therly love between the “Allies” when the ques-
tion of who Zets what arises. But Churchill, as is
proven by the fact that HE—not FDR—undertakes
the azardous journey, is yielding to America, as
he must. He has told Roosevelt stlalghtforwardly
that henceforth America must bear the burden of
the war in terms of manpower, supplies and re-
sources,

CHURCHILL—THE MAN

And what about Winston Churchill, the man?
LABOR ACTION, after examining his references,
his character witnhesses, his experience, ete., finds
him well qualified to play the role of militarist,
imperialist, war-monger, racial jingo, Tory, colo-
nial slove-holder, oppohent of labor uniohs, arch-

Aristocrat and Friend of Reaction?

conservative.

Ex-Friend of Hitler: “I have always said
that if Great Britain were defeated in war I
hoped we would find a Hitler to lead us back
to our rightful position among nations.” (Win-
ston Churchill in a speech, November 11, 1938.)

Ex-Friend of Mussolini: “If I had been an
Italian I should have been wholeheartedly
with you (the fascists) from start to finish in
your triumphant struggle against the bestial
appetites and passions of Leninism.” (Win-
ston Churchill in a speech, January 21, 1927.)

Head of the British Tory Party: This is what
he wrote about that party back in 1908 when he
was a Liberal: “A party of great vested interests
banded together in a formidable confederation

..the tyranny of a well-oiled party machine,
sentiment by the bucketful, patriotism and im-
perialism by the imperial pint...dear food for the
millions, cheap labor for the millionaires. That
is the policy which the Tory Party offers you.”

MILITARIST AND WAR-MONGER

Militarist and War-Monger:: First Lord. of the
Admiralty during the last World War. Organized
and planned the disastrous Gallipoli campaign
against the Turks. Organized and planned the
British intervention expeditions against the Rus-
sian Revolution at Archangel. Participated ac-
tively in England’s war of conguest against the
Boers in South Africa. Led British froops on the
northwest frontier of India against rebellious
tribesmen where he specialized in burning villages
and pillaging the homes of defenseless natives.

Tory and Colonial Slave Master: Churchill has
an unenviable reputation in the colonies and par-
ticularly in India. He has consistently opposed
every extension of democracy to the colonial peo-
ples forced to live under British rule.

Hollywood Tries To Patent the War!

‘fend Japan,

file means the development of initiative, criticism,
decision and leadership by those who interests are
_almost always contrary to the wishes of the bu-

~Teaucracy.
~ racy,

An active rank and file means democ-
a threat and a danger to the bureaucrats’ pie-

. cards
~ CASE OF WILLIE BIOFF

In 1936 when the workers in the Hollywood studios

~ began to talk union, the movie magnates imported Willie
- Bioff, a Chicago gangster, signed a union agreement with
hint and forced 12,000 workers into Bioff's union. When-
-ever a worker asked for an accounting of the finances,
or suggested salary agreements in new agreements, or
brought forth any grievances against the boss he was
hﬁmedlately fired and blacklisted in the industry.

The rise and development of industrialization in this

" .country, when one worker no longer did all of the work
. that went into the making of a single product, was the
"obiective condition for industrial unionism. But the

AFL by its refusal to discard the outdated craft basis
: aided in bringing gangsters into the labor movement.

The ever-growing capitalist monopolies found craft

. unionism a beautiful set-up for defeating the workers
by playing craft fagainst craft. A single craft, represent-
ing its jurisdictional handful, found all the other crafts
working and scabbing whenever it had a struggle with
‘the boss. Its own militancy was not enough to combat

_ the giant trusts and the union leaders, instead of calling

for unify of all crafts, used hired thugs.

SHRINKING OF PROFITS
“ The shrinking of profits caused by the depression

‘broke the tie-up between the gangster-politicians and
; The capitalists had no need for their
lies of yesterday who no longer could produce juicy
contracts or guarantee the growth of a business.
‘capitalists ridded themselves of this excess baggage by
‘fﬁunicipal reform.” The Seabury-Dewey exposures were
ust that and every little more. But for the workers it

the. capitalists.

was not so easy.

The

‘Before the 1920 crash, trade union leaders had often

worked hand in hand with the racketeers, and these

ements had wormed their way into the unions. The
“depression and the end of prohibition found the racket-’
‘eult for they had the support of the union officials. The
workers were now getting only an occasional day's work
‘but the officials wanted to continue getting the graft of
' the pre-depression age and for this reason they needed
“the racketeers to force the collecting of high dues and

ssessments and to extract graft of one form or another.

-
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With the recent re-hiring, the new workers coming

under the jurisdiction of racketeer dominated unions
_are demanding the same wages 'and working conditions
as those won on the picket line by militant unions—and
they are willing to get into the struggle to get them.
‘And the old problem in an aggravated form once again
faces the bureaucrats: of NOT activizing the workers
whom they fear more than any employer. But the task

~is not as easy as in the past. The rise of the CIO has
-forced many craft unions, in an effort to survive, o ac-
‘eept semi-industrial union forms. Today ‘unskilled work-
_ers are organized, thousands in a single shop, in compar-
ison with the isolated and divided skilled hundreds of a
few _years ago.

‘ Racketeering has crept _!nto_the trade union move-
ent through many channels. But there is only one
ogram that will drive it out——Rmk and ﬁle oontrol

When the news of the Pearl Har-
or attack reached Hollywood, the
film colony reacted in expected fash-
ion. After the first few curses and
some flag waving, the boys rushed
to the patent offices with titles fea-
turing the name Pacific. For Holly-
wood saw a chance to capitalize on
the war, to make money. And that's
what Hollywood is in the business
for.

Overnight, scenes and characters
in movies already in produetion
were changed. As one film colum-
nist put it, “No longer fearing to of-
since its market was
closed, the Japs were made villains.”
A classic example of Hollywood’s
intellectual courage, and limits.

In passing, we want to point out
that everything didn't change like
the movie scripts over might. Gloria
Vanderbilt's marriage lived up-to the
“pest traditions” eof the movie capi-
tal. Better than any movie premiere
and so romantie and thrilling! Isn't
it wonderful how the poor 'little
rich girl found happiness, war or no
war. Boy meets. girl, boy gets girl,

basic formula of Hollywood movies.

Hollywood is sensitive about many
things. But one of them isn’'t the
charge of “war propaganda." Holly-
wood is proud of this. In retrospect,
the charges of the Senate committee
last summer about Hollywood war
propaganda now look like an honor,
“an example of the far-sightedness
of this progressive indusiry.”

" The war has made the scandals
around the Bioff regime in the un-
ions seem like another world. And
this is rather pleasant. The notoriety

_ achieved abouf the income tax eva-

sions of Joe Schenk, a pillar of so-
ciety out this way, has been sub-
merged. It isn't patriotic to refer to
such grand chiseling by the movie
moguls. Destroys national unity and
all that sort of thing, don't you know.

But to return to the lots. Even a
Cecil B. DeMille super -collossal
couldn't compete with the excite-
ment at the studios after the war
began. Hysteria was rampant. The
blackouts, the changes in production
schedules, worry gver drafting of the

Babbitt in Stalinland:

..mgvies? Can the studios

bright young stars (Mickey Rooney
is 21. Perhaps his small stature will
save this goldmine for MGM), re-
ports of enemy aircraft, concern over
the many Japanese servants who fill
the swanky homes of the stars, efc.
ete. All these things crashed down
on Hollywood with a terriffic bang.
And rmany a head is still swimming
around from the impact of the blow.

But the production men settled
down quickly. There were important
things to consider. How popular will
Japanese spy stories be z:f themes of

uphcate on

The -answer to these many ques-
tions is of vital significanece to Amer-
ica’s war plans, and Hollywood
knows it. Naturally, all these ques-
tions will be answered in such a way
that the profits still rell in. (The
studios hit the jackpot in 1941 and
are relatively wealthy. Each big
company has loads of movies already
finished and waiting for their ‘turn
to be released.) You can bank on
one thing: Hollywood will live up
to its motto—"“Never give the aundi-
ence a break, if it's avoidable!”

One of the things that Hollywood

the cinema the drama of Wake 15~ “fs “very sensitive about now is ‘the

land or will it offend the movie-
goers? Will war stories go over dur-
ing the war, or should they be held
until afterward? Can’t the program
of “shorts” which are open propa-
ganda be set up? Or are the movie
audiences already tired of Holly-

. wood's efforts, two years old, in

whipping up the old do-or-die spirit?
Perhaps ‘“escapists” are the only
money-makers—look - at what the
comedians did in 1941!

salary and bonus system, which was
once its proud boast and received
wide publicity. The producers are
squirming about the revelations at
the Schenk and Bioff trials. And
now the stars are worried. Of course
they are doing their bit by entertain-
ing at the Army camps. But the fact
remains that they are making any-
where from $50,000 to $250,000 a year
while doing it. And that's a lot dif- -
ferent than $21 a day once a month.

Mr. Davies and his Mission to Moscow

Joseph E. Davies spent the major
portion of his life as a mid-Western
corporation lawyer. In 1936 he was
appointed American ambagssador to
the Soviet Union, in which post he
remained for. two years.

Last week Mr. Davies published a
book called “Mission to Moscow.”

Seldom has any book appeared un- -

der more favorable conditions or
prominent auspices. Sections of it
were previously published in sev-
eral magazines, including the New
York Times Magazine; it has been
‘widely advertised; the State Depart-
ment gave Davies permission fo
quote from his confidential dis-
patches from Moscow; and Presi-
dent Roosevelt himself has . given
the book his endorsement.

It is apparent, then, that this
book takes on the character of a'
semi-official state document, that it
is part of the present campaign
“conducted by the Ameriean press
and government officials fo polish
up the political character of their
new ally, Stalin. '

Those sections of the book that
have already been previously pub-
lished are sufficiently revealing of its
main tenor to make possible a defi-
nite judgment.

Whitewash of Sialin
Davies has written a complete

whitewash of the Stalin regime. The

fact that most of the things he says
were written at the time he was in

Russia, and not now as retrospective

bougquets for friend Stalin, changes

nothing. It must be remémbered that

1936-1938 was a Peoples Front period

in which relations between the Roo-

sevelt and Stalin governments were
fairly friendly, as is the case at pres-
ent

Nor is there reason to give any
.special importance to the fact that
Davies was present in Russia dur-

: ing the Moscow trials and observed
them. That would be ‘important
only if Davies presented any new
evidence; and that he signally fails

" 4o da.

. When cons:dermg a trial, it is nec-

ssary *bo conmder all the available  =—— ;

data, and on that basis come to a
conclusion. This a person in America
can do as well as a person in Rus-
sia, provided the same data is avail-
able—and probably better, consider-
ing the state of affairs in Russia.

Why then should Davies' book be”

considered as shedding any new light
on the Moscow trials? Davies uses
only one new argument to justify
them. He says that the military suc-
cesses of the Russian army prove the

Stalinist claims that the elimination °

of Tukhatchevsky and all the other
generals was necessary because they
were fifth columnists.

A Viclous Argument

Now this is a peculiarly vicious
and illogical argument. The suc-
cessful résistance of the Russian
army to Hitler’'s invasion does not
necessarily prove anything about
the guilt or innocence of the de-
fendants in the Moscow trials.
Surely you cannot prove that peo-
ple were ghilty of a charge because

the “crime” they were alleged to
have planned did net take place
after they were Kkilled; for the
crime might also not have taken
place if they were not guilty of
the charges!

‘Davies asserts that nobody could
find any verdict but guilty about the
defendants. Why? He does not say.
He .does not attempt to examine the
evidence in any scientific manner:
its internal coherence; its relation to
other known facts; its credibility; its
‘contradictions. He does not attempt
to discuss the findings of the Dewey
Commission on the Moscow trials;
he makes a bland assertion, tosses in
some gossip about the reaction of
other ambassadors, and repeats some
old wives' tale about Tukhatchev-
sky being involved with a beautiful
German woman spy—and that is the
“new light” being shed on the Mos-
cow trials.

There is, however, some light shed.
But it is on Davies and Stalinism,
not on the trials. It is apparent that

Davies’ original prejudices against
the “terrible Bolsheviks” he expect-
ed fo find in Moscow are gradually
dispelled. And for the good and suf-
ficient reason that there are no Bol-
sheviks left in Moscow; they have
all either been shot or sent to Si-
beria.
Stalin the Builder

He finds Stalin a practical man
—™a greater builder than Peter the
Great or Catherine”—pretty much
like an American captain of indus-
try in his habits and outlooks. And
it is this that intrigues Davies: his
discovery that the outlook and mo-
rality of Stalinism and capitalism
are, after all, not so very differ-
ent. Stalin gives him the impres-
sion of “a strong mind that is com-
posed and wise’ And to a mid-
Western corporation lawyer, whose
mentality has been molded by
American Babbitry, Stalin’s mind
can readily seem “wise :md com-
DOM »

It is only when he notes in Stalin
“kindness and gentle simpleness”

that one desires to say: “You can put
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it on, brother, but, please, not so
thiek.”

In reality Davies' dispatches, notes
and commentaries are of the most
intellectually banal and pedestrian
variety. He has absolutely nothing
new to reveal factually; he is incom-
petent” of even the simplest iype of
historical analysis He is only able to
repeat the gossip of the Russian cap-
ital and send it to the State Depart-
ment in eonfidential pouches, which
have now been opened for the bene-
fit of Partner Joe.

It is a commentary on our times
that this book is published with a
fanfare of acclaim at the very time
that Trotsky’s biography of Stalin
comes under the axe of the “black
censorship.”

Orlgmahty of thought, powe‘r of

. expression, uncompromising advoca-
cy ideas—these are out of fashion.
Better a bit of gossip on Tukhat-
chevsky's rmstress and Stalin’s kind-
ness!

What Are the
Coughlinites
Domg Now?

By lrving Howe’-

One of the most interesting results of the War in
domestic political life has been the reaction of the
Coughlin movement. This native fascist organizatioh,
which reached a peak about three years ago only to sub-
side into a comparatively routine existence if recent
months, has been developing an extremely clever and .
dangerous line with regard to the war-—a line whn:h.‘
requires the wary attention of all workers.

The approach of the Coughlinites, until the entrance -
of America into the war, was patterned alohg the classi-
cal lines of fascist demagogy. Appealihg primarily to
the lower middle class elements of the population=
those who had been hit hardest by the depression- and

who were most susceptible to reactionary prejudices— '

the Coughlinites combined a surface “radicalism” With_-
a basically fascist program, as Hitler did. Coughlin:

. spoke with bravado against the capitalists—or at least

the Jewish capitalists—even though his program pro-_
posed the continuation of capitalism, £

Coughlin mumbled something about a fair wage for
workers, but showed himself an unceasing enemy of
the trade union organizations, like the CIO, which ‘the
workers were building. Coughlin attempted to ¢apitalize " «
on the discontent that was arising in the country by har= :
nessing it to the most despmable prejudices, . such ag-
anti-Semitism.

Recently, Coughlin’s major line of attack was on the -
war issue. He was the ideological inspirer of the fascist
section of the America First “Committee. Coughlin's -
paper, Social Justice, carried pages of isolationist propo- '
ganda, libefally mixed with anti-Semitism. Isolationist
Senators Nye, Wheeler and Clark were its heroes. . ;

REASONS FOR ISOLATIONISM

The isolationist posmon of the Coughlin movement i
was motivated by several considerations. ' The most’ im- 3
portant were: ol

1) The Coughlinite movement had not yet re-
ceived the support of the major section of the Amer-
ican capitalist class, which was interventionist and
which did not utilize the Coughlinites because it did
not yet need a fascist movement to save its economie
system. Accordingly, the Coughlinites received sup= |
port only from some of the capitalists in whose in
terest it was not to enter the war against Germany.
This, of course, is one of the reasons why the Coughs
linites stagnated in recent year—the lack of a need,
from the capitalist point of view, of calling up a fas-
cist movement, left the Coughlinites without what
must necessarily be their main financial and ideo-

logical support if they are to be the faseist moVe- b
ment of America,

2) The Coughlinites reflected the opinien of tbat
minor section of the American capitalist class that
was in favor of appeasing Hitler in order to form a~
world bloe of capitalist powers to fight against Rus- -
sia. But the main enemy of American capitalism—as .
the overwhelming section of the American capital-
ists correctly realized—was Germany, and therefore -
the advice of Social Justice was not heeded.

3) The Coughlinites were trying to develop mass
support on an issue which would excite people—and
the most important was the war-issue. They adopted
their-violent isolationism ‘as ‘- means of attracting.
the tremendous latent anti‘tvar’ sentiment that exist-
ed until the entry of America into the war. The
purposes for which they were going to use thls sen=-
timent were clearly fascist.

NOT LIKE WHEELER AND TAFT

Now that the war is here, the Coughlinites have not fi-
abjectly surrendered to the Roosevelt Administration,
as have Wheeler, Taft and other former isolationists;

Just as Lindbergh played a long chance in making
an anti-Semitic speech which he knew would bring a
shower of abuse on his head, but which he hoped would'
help pave the'road to playihg the role of Ameériea’s fi=
ture Fuehrer; so the Coughlinites are now taking a long
range perspective by voicing such an extrernely cntical
attitude.

They ridicule the shift of the New York Daily Newa,
which has resurrected Stephen Decatur's slogan about
“my country, right or wrong.” No, says Social Justice,
we will support our country only when it is right, and
not when it is wrong. The implication as to which case
applies at present is plain.

Social Justice appears in its December 29 issue W1th
a sharp attack on the “war profiteers”; it attacks the
“filthy internationalist gold-mongers,” the “motion” pic~
ture artists living on fat salaries of $100,000 a year,” ete.

The old fascist demagogic technique is apparent: dé-
velop a mumbo-jumbo, mixing in popular prejudices
against movie actors’ high salaries with the popuial‘
prejudices against “gold-mongers.”

But Social Justice makes no attempt to exphin
to its readers the cause of the war. If makes no at-
tempt to tie up the existence of capitalistn with the
outbreak of war, because it dares not do so; it -is
pledged to rescue capitalism. : i

TRY TO E_XPLOIT LEGITIMATE COMPLAINTS

The Coughlinites are playing the game: otkee'pmg
mum about their attitude toward the war itself, while
demagogically attempting to exploit the legitithate com=
plaints and distress which will undoubtedly arise arm.ihg'
the people as the war proceeds.

It is necessary for the working, class movement fi
keep a sharp eye on the Coughlinites. Those who réally
want to build a new and better world of soeialist £
dom must see to it that the fascist demagogues do
succeed in enticing the people w1th their false “radica'
im ”

The fascists must eonstemtly be 'expoled for Wlﬁf
they are. It must be made elear that for all their
fake criticism and atfacks on the war-makers and
profiteers, that they aid in maintaining the contin
ued rule of the war-makers and profiteers because
they stand for the retention of ea.pitalisnl in its most
vicious form,

Carol of Rumama
A revealing sidelight on the problem U! WSr atm;

that the former King Carol of Rumama was h'obi
return to the throne if the Allies win the war, Ex
what reception the Bntish will give fo this mov‘e lﬁ-
yet known.

We doubt . that the Allies, who have ah-eﬁdy
nounced they intend to éxempt a considerable se
of the world from the “beneﬁts" of the:r Atlan

afford to so publicly tarnish' them
bright statement of war aims by solidarizing
with this warthless proﬂlgate ‘who was once king
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Economy Measures
(Continued from page. 1)

to some degree, the 50 per cent of the
farm ‘population who only make 11 per

- cent of the farm income and who exist on
ncomes between $200 to $500 a year!

3) The youth agencies which have
laken kids off the streets and given them
at least somethmg to do, for grossly inad-
‘equate wages it is true, and with very poor

- vocational training facilities—these too are
to be abolished. What then is to happen
to American youth, Senator Byrd? But the

_senator has an answer the form of which

~doesn’t even require the formallty of pur-
 chasing coffins!

'4) ‘Some 4,500,000 school kids are to
be deprived of free lunches and the supple-

_mentary food ‘allowances given to relief
families will be abolished. Do you know
what this means, Senator Byrd? Has any
child .of yours ever had to get free lunches
at school because his mother didn’t have
enough food?

~ The workers know what that means.

They know too that these 4,500,000 kids
won't be able to get milk and decent food
if these proposals go through.

. "The working people are being asked to
work all sorts of hours, in some New York

.plants as much as 70 hours a week. Where
are they to get the strength, where are
their children (the workers of tomorrow)

o get the strength to continue working if
these proposals go through, and they are

_ deprived of essential foods?

i This is what the bosses—who are wal-
lowing in such astounding war profits—
and their Charley McCarthy congressmen
mean by “national defense.” They mean
high prices and low wages, they mean big
profits and low taxes for themselves, im-
-perialist expansion while cutting into the
living standards of the workers at home.
Thet's what “'national defense’” means un-
“der capitalism, while capitalists rule.

. Is there one proposal here to cut into
“ the profits of the bosses? Is there one pro-
posal here to hit at those government agen-
cies which aid the capitalists? Is there one

: proposal here which would abolish war prcrf-

_iteering?

. Some of our most naive ‘people will de-

yend on President Roosevelt: to stop - this

“economy’ drive. But'they’ will be sadly
disappointed. The fact that FDR’s man

- Friday, Secretary of the Treasury Morgen-
thau, has signed this proposal should be
enough to show where the Roosevelt Ad-
ministration stands.

. It is of course quite likely that FDR will
propose modifications to the Byrd plan,
softening it up here, sugar coating it there,
_leaving the hulk of the relief agencies
while killing the core. But that is one pur-
pose which such extreme proposals as that

" of Byrd has: to give “liberals” like FDR a
chance to polish it up a little, prune it down

a little, and cut out the most extreme sec-

ons while' leaving the essential proposal

tact. And thus FDR will be able to pose

- a friend of the people and win the
pluudlfs of the liberal press. '

 There is only one force that can stop

_ this skullduggery—that is labor. Where
are the voices of the ClIO and AFL and

Railroad Brotherhoods? Does the no-strike
agreement with which they signed away
their birthright to the bosses, prevent them

om holding big meetings and demonstra-

s on' THIS -question?

It is the workers and the poor who will
uffer. It is they who will feel the first
runt of the war. It is they who must raise
heir voices.

No ‘cuts in WPA, NYA or farm relief!

Full trade union wages for every worker
hrown out of a job through no fault of his
own, because of priorities unemployment!
For a rising scale of wages to meet the
g cost of living!
Mcke the rich pay for their war!
Souk the rich, not the poor!

he Director
f Censorship

lews of the appointment of Byron Price,

cutive editor of the Associated Press, as

director of censorship raises several impor-
problems.

"he official reason for the creation of

is post is that it is necessary to keep mili-

|

Price may not confine himself to censoring
merely military information. The experi-
ences of the last war would indicate that
considerably more than military informa-
‘tion is at stake.

The question now is whether the censor
will use his great powers to cover up gov-
ernment mistakes and to bottle up domes-
tic news.as well as military secrets.

For a certain type of reactionary men-
tality, the publication, for example, of news
about capitalist profiteering might bé con-
sidered censorable on the grounds that it
“would impair morale.”’

For this reactionary type of mentality,
it might seem desirable to censor critical,
or dissenting, or radical journols which did
not even attempt to comment on mllltary
affairs, but which expressed ideas or social
theories of an unpopular nature.

These fears are not decreased when one
glances at Mr. Price’s record and remem-
bers that he is the author of a Girdlerish
statement that he would resign from the
Associated Press before deigning to nego-
tidte in collective bargcnmng with the
Newspaper Guild.

The Black
Censors at Work

There has been little since the entry of
America into the war as intellectually fil-
thy and reprehensible as the decision of
‘Harper and Brothers Publishing Co. not to
publish the book which Leon Trotsky was
wrmng at the time he was murdered, a
biography of Stalin. Harper had previously
contracted for its publication.

The company’s statement says that “the
decision was taken for reasons of policy,
as it did not seem an appropriate time to
bring out a book critical of Russia’s inter-
nal affairs. The book is both a biography
and a historical appraisal in Trotsky's well
known vigorous style. It is the book on
which he was working when he was assas-
sinated.”

When a LABOR ACTION reporter in-
quired as to when the ““appropriate _time”’
for publication would be, he was informed
by Harper’s press representative that the
book might be published . . . after the war!

It is out of fear of insulting Stalin—the
‘Kremlin butcher who has the blood of a
generation on his hands—that Trotsky's
book will not be published. It is out of
fear of pricking the delicate sensibilities of
this, latest convert to the
Ideal” that the American reading public
is to be deprived of Trotsky’s 'last major
work.

Compare this with the semi-official en-
dorsement which the Roosevelt Administra-
tion has given to the Stalin regime and its
infamous Moscow trials by permitting ex-
Ambassador Davies to publish his “confi-
dential reports’” about the trials in a widely
publicized book that has received the en-
dorsement of President Roosevelt himself.

Everyone knows that this is no iso-
lated incident. Everyone knows that it has
been the studied policy of the American

capitalist class and its intellectual servants -

ever since Stalin changed sides in the war
to facelift Stalin and portray him as a fine
and noble gentleman, viz., ex-Ambassador
Davies, Harry Hopkins, Duranty, etc.
And if at the same time they can still
the voice of the revolutionary socialist,
Trotsky, why, that is killing two birds with
rone stone! It is therefore, we feel certain,
no idle conjecture when we venture to say
that there must have been no inconsidera-
ble pressure from certain high sources
‘which helped Harper arrive at its decision.

But they are great fools, after all, if they
believe that they can thereby quiet the
voice of Trotsky. He is head and shoulders
above all of them; a giant among grovel-
ing pygmies. Trotsky’s voice will continue
to boom out the truths of revolutionary so-
cialism—and no two-penny Torquemadas
will stop him. Many have tried before, with
known results. -

It is the task of the Marxist movement
to see to it that Trotsky's works receive
the widest circulation, especially today,
when his council is most needed.

And.the advanced workers will not per-
mit themselves to be deprived of Trotsky's
last great work. The book which he worked
on at the very moment he was murdered by
Stalin’s catspaw, the book which was his
summation indictment of Stalin’s crimes—
the advanced workers will not allow thém-

"Democratic

_ St. Louis CIO Steel Drive
- Faces Tough Race Problem

ST. LOUIS—The CIO has started an
organizing campaign at the Scullin
Steel Co. which employs about 2,000
workers, about half 'of whom are
colored. These Negro workers and
some of the white workers were for-
merly members of the Scullin Steel
Co. Mutual Aid Association -which
recently dissolved. After the disso-
lution, a new organization called the
Independent, Steel Workers Organ-
ization was formed.

The CIO filed charges with the
NLRB on November 26 against the
Independent Steel Workers Organ-
ization charging that it had been
formed merely to take the. place of
the old Mutual Aid- Association,
which the Scullin management had
agreed to dissolve and not recognize.

There may be other factors which
entered into the decision of these
workers to form the new organiza-

tion. There are white CIO members
in the Scullin plant. Recently some
of these white workers on furnace
floor No. 2, who hold cards in the
CIO, walked out when three Negro
workers were promoted to the fur-
nace floor as second helpers. The
three Negro workers were promoted
on the basis of seniority.

The Negro workers at Scullin
Steel have also been in contact with
colored workers employed in .steel
plants in nearby Illinois towns.
Workers from these Illinois plants
are in the CIO and have had. con-
tracts since 1937. These workers re-
ported that discrimination exists in
these plants but that the CIO had
not exerted sufficient pressure to
have discrimination removed and the
Negro workers placed on a plane of
equality in the plant.

It is also probable that the Negro

Lest We Gorget

PROGRESS

A comparison of the present Allied leadership with that which
wrote the Treaty of Versailles and sowed the seeds for the present
war-is interesting. In place of the liberal Democrat, Wilson, we have

the liberal Democrat, Roosevelt.

In place of the Liberal, Lloyd

George, we have the Tory, Winston Churchill. But in place of the
French reactionary, Clemenceau, we have the great Russian human-

itarian, Stalin.

HISTORY SPEAKS

“The liberties of Rome proved the final victim of her military

triumphs.”—The Federalist.

QUESTIONS

" Is it the destiny of mankind to be fooled into a war every 25
years in order to “end all war?” How much longer will the people
be fooled by the capitalist “statesmen” of the world? When will they
raise their voices in the name of their own interests?

THE GREAT DEMOCRAT

“The truth is that Gandhi-ism and all that it stands for will
sooner or later have i_;g_';;\pe grappled with and finally erushed.” The

loss of India would m;
ish Empire.”

¢'and consummate the downfall of the Brit-

“We have no intentipn of casting away that most truly bright and
precious jewel in the crown of the king which more than all our
other Dominions and dépendencies contsitutes the glory and strength

of the British Empire.”

What about the Atlantic Charter'?

Priorities Unemployment
Doesn’t Hurl' Auto Bosses

. By BILL HAINES

One of the best examples' of how
the bosses are profiteering from this
war while the workers are suffering
is the automobile industry. On De-
cember 23 the New York Times re-|
ported on the 1941 earnings of the
automobile industry.

The Times reports that the auto-
mobile industry shattered all recent
record for third quarter profits this
year. Eleven auto companies re-
ceived $59,871,700 profits in the 1941
period, a gain of 279 per cent over
profits in the third quarter of 1940.

For the first nine months. of 1941
the four largest companies-ade a
total of $199,341,000, a gain of 22 per

cent over 1940 profits; and increased .

their sales by 48 per cent over 1940.
All of these profit figures are calcu-
lated after tax deductions.

While the auto' bosses are ‘making
these tremendous profits, the work-
ers in the auto industry are facing
an extremely serijous crisis, In fhe
last few weeks the following layoffs
have occurred, because of priorities
unemployment:

1,000 Fisher body workers }n
Lansing, Mich.;

Fisher employees in Cleve-
land;

Cadillac workers in Deiroit;
General Motors workers in
Linden, N. J.;

Ford workers in Detroit, and
Chevrolet workers in Tar-
rytown, N, Y.

3,000

5,000
4,000

30,000
1,400

Officials of the United Automoblle
Workers Union predict that 300,000
auto workers will be out of work by
the end of January, with 150,000 idle
in Michigan alone. Changeover from
automobile to defense.production is
proceeding so slowly that only about
15,000 workers will be hired each
month to do defense work, according
to CIO estimates. This means that
the great bulk of auto workers will
be unemployed for a long time to
come.

The UAW has proposed a five point
program to meet priorities unem-
ployment:

Establishment of the 32 hour
week;

Government appropriations to
increase benefits payable to work-
ers under the unemployment in-
surance law;

Government appropriations to
train displaced workers for de-
fense work;

Price control without “freezing”
wage rates; and

Conferences between UAW and
OPM officials fo lay the ground-
work for full conversion of the
auto indusiry into war production.

YOUNG MAN wants to share room
with other young man—willing to
pay as high as $4.50 per week. In-
terested parties should wﬂte to
LABOR ACTION.

LABOR ACTION
114 West 14th Street,
‘New York, N. Y. s

Dear Friends:

| am interested in learning more about the things

your paper stands for.

New York Stock Exchange,
that in 1940 more than 300 stocks
lisled on the Exchange paid better
than 1939. So ‘far, it continues, 300
in 1941 have topped their 1940 yields.

workers at.Scullin have read about
discrimination against Negro work-
ers by the CIO glass workers in Ok-
lahoma and the recent incident in
Coumbus, Ohio, where 300 white
workers walked out of the tool and
die department of the Curtiss-Wright
plant when a Negro was transferred
to work there as a skilled worker.

In the Curtiss-Wright walkout, the
United Automobile Workers (CIO)
took vigorous action at once against
it, giving full support to the Negro
worker and his right to have the
job. The UAW fired the organizer
of the union who had prompted the
anti-Negro actions, and sent in a
new organizer. The white workers
‘returned to work and the Negro
worker is still on the job. This pol-
icy has been carried out by the UAW
in every instance where such dis-
crimination has been practiced either
by the union members or by the
management whenever such diserim-
ination was reported to the national

_ office.

This is the general policy of the
CIO, not only on paper but in ac-
tion. This holds for the Steel Work-
ers Organizing Committee as for
other CIO unions. There are and
have been numerous violations of
the policy in action. -These viola-
tions are more likely to happen in
Southern than in Northern cities.
But even in the South these differ-
ences between Negro and white
workers have been broken down, at
least in part, in the CIO unions. This
is true notably of the United Mine
‘Workers and the Agricultural Work-
ers Union.

Must Be Alert

The' fact that there are violations
of the CIO general policy in relation
to the rights of Negro workers by
white workers in the CIO only em-
phasizes again how important it is
for Negro CIO members always to
be on the alert to defend their
rights, not ony against the boss but
also inside the union. Negro workers
must keep up an everlasting struggle
for full equality in the unions. All
matters of discrimination should be
taken up in the union meeting and
the demand made for its elimina-
tion. If Negro workers do not get
justice and equality of) treatment in
the union and in the plant by taking
these matters up in the local or with
local officials, then they should make

these demands on the top leadership.

of the international or the CIO. This
is the proper procedure to follow.
Company unions are no betiter for
Negro workers than for white work-
ers. So-called mdependent unions
re too weak to get results even if
they are really independent and not
mere company unions. The worst
possible course for Negro workers
would be to fall into the boss's trap
and support his company unions.

A Boss Trick

The bosses use this device to sepa-
rate the workers and wreck the real
unions. Negro workers must not al-
low themselves to be deluded with
this bait of the bosses. Above all,
Negro workers must not allow
themselves to be beguiled into the
belief that they can solve their prob-
lems as workers by consenting to the
formation of Jim-Crow workers’
groups in the plants and factories.
Ford tried this. His idea was to have
a- group of Negroes who would op-
pose the UAW (CIO) and form them-
selves into some sort of organization
that would in fact be a company
union. '

What advantages can the Negroes
at Scullin Steel get from the Inde-
pendent Steel Workers Organiza-
tion? Will it be superior to the CIO?
Of course not. How can it be? Will -
the white workers who join this or-
ganization be more willing to work
with Negroes than the white work-
ers in the CIO? If it is a Jim-Crow
outfit, what can it accomplish? -

These are some of the questions
that the Negro worker everywhere
must ask himself. Thousands of Ne-
groes all over the country have an-
swered that question in the only
way that can possibly do the Negro
workers any good. They are in the
CIO fighting for their rights inside
the organization and alongside the
white workers against the bosses.

To create real solidarity between
Negro and white workers is not an
easy job but it must be done. The’
greatest *impetus to the accomplish-
ment of this task has been and is
being given by the CIO and, its afﬁll-
ated international unions.

Profits Highest
In Last Nine Years

L1
The Exchange, magazine of 'the
states

Predicting a bright year for the

REVOLUTION:

Why Churchill seeéfl"'___

None in Germany
By PAUL TEMPLE ;

Churchill’s main purpose in crossing the Atlan
tic was neither to make a speech before Congress
nor to eat eggs for breakfast. Of the two, the- sec
ond was more heartening to Churchill than th
first was to the American people

The speech was of the Blood-Sweat-and- Teﬁrs‘
variety, which the Prime Minister has already
found to be a best-seller. The Allies, he said, will
not be able to take the offensive until 1943. After
four years of war—equal to the duration of ‘the.
last World War—they will be. ready to get started. .
It would seem that modern imperialist: wars, like
their twin brother, industrial crises and’ depres-
sions, get longer and more costly each time.

Behind Churchill's prediction of. a- dong. War
lies another prediction, made at his press confer-’
ence. We ask: you to note it, because he thereby
throws away the only weapon which .can shorten
the war and blow up Hitler. This predlehon is:

“WE CANNOT EXPECT A REVOLUT_ION
AGAINST THE NAZIS.”,

Why not, Mr. Chumhtll" Twenty-three years

ago the German people rose in revolt against A

o

regime which they had begun by unitedly sup- .

porting.

This is not a matter of Churchill's “inside . in-
formation” against ours. No doubt the British In

telligence Service has its spies and channels of

information. In the year 1916 a spy would have
informed the Prime Minister that civil, peace and
war unity still reigned in Germany; but httle
more than a year later a vast’ political strike
.movement of millions spread through Germe'rﬁr

and Austria; and less than a year after that came _'

the revolution that overthrew the Kaiser.

Spies can tfell Churchill when a. revolution
begins, but not about the forces that give rise. to ;t.

WHAT TO REVOLT FOR? : :

A lot of the people who talk about the possi-
bility of a European revolution against the Nazis
talk as though a revolution just happens when
people have something to revolt AGAINST.. The
masses in Hitlerland have plenty to revelt
AGAINST. But—

There will not be 'a revolution: there I.mm )
they have something fo revelt FOR.

And the fact is that Churchill and his part-r
ner Roosevelt have nothing to offer to inapire
revolutionary unity and courage in the mll-.
lioned masses of Hitler's slaves. The hate
ithe slave for the master is a powerful force,
but' the slaves do not become an ariny without
a banner, a goal, a PROGRAM of freedom.

Says Nazi Wilhelm to Worker Fritz: “If Ger-
many is defeated by English guns, remember what
they did to us last time! They will split us up un-
til we are no longer a nation. They will imposé

_ crushing war burdens that will fall on all' the
workers.... Whether you like Hitléer or-not,(:”

Hag Church:ll or Roosevelt stated
that will tafe {his fear from the minds

German ‘people and permit them to turn ag'einsf"

their present rulers without fear of a new Ver-
sailles?

Says Worker Fritz to himself: “A Roo’seveit_
for a Woodrow Wilson, and a Churchill for a Lloyd
George are poor guarantees that things: will be
different this time!

mocratic government. There are many mgns that
the British leaders are thinking in terms of re-
placing Hitler with other fascist fuehrers wdhng
to take dictation from London » :

HE MIGHT ALSO MENTION iy

Fritz might mention, if he knew, that DU
Cooper of the British cabinet has let out, on'z

The ‘Atlantic Charter’ dpés
not even SAY that it guarantees Germany a de-

off, his hopes of a “palace revolution’ in Germany :

—that is, a change of personnel at the top. of the
government.
‘special appeal to Italy to throw out Mussolini,
appealed to the heads of the Army and the Po
and did not breathe a syllable about replacing
Mussolini with a democratic government. Aboveé
all, that it is stupid to put any trust in thé good
intentions of politicians who looked  fondly ‘on’
Hitler as their shield against revolutlon, untl
Hitler began stepping on their own toes.

The root of Hitlers strength is that the Germa

masses see no better alternative betore them"

HitTer told them that he was against capitalist
privilege and for a new order of sodiety. He gave .
them a new slavery instead, but he knew wh

they were willing to fight and’ sacrifice for. :

Churchill and Roosevelt offer the old capita
imperialist status 'quo, When Columnist Dérothy
Hhompson lies, saying that England is now: ﬁrac
tically socialist, she is only doing a Schickelgriibe;
No wonder the German masses are not amused to
a pro-British revolution! :

No wonder Churchill does not “ekpect_
revolution” in Hitlerland! For arousing the
forces of revolt there means: getting rid of the

. Churchills at home and replacing them with a
workers government which will REALLY
abolish capitalist privilege, offer a democratic
peace to a workers’ Germany and- spur the
German people to clean house with their own
broom. :

No Government __Contrd‘e‘l‘
Without a Union Con‘l-rd'et
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That when Churchill addressed a

ry information secret. If that were all
__the director of censorship would do,
1atter could be pretty much dropped,
quse, among other reasons, we *have ho
icular interest in such news.

. to be feared, however,

bosses, the magazine says: “This will
be one of the best years for dividend
income that stockholders have ever
seen...the yields on these stocks are
now at the highest levels in nine
- years” -

Name

Subscription Rate: 60 Cents a year-
$1.00 for Canada and Foreign
nd class matter May 24, lﬂdll. .

at New York, N. Y., under !.he
Act of March 3, ls'm

selves to be deprived of this book merely
because it is to the passing imperialist in-
terest of the American capitalist class, of
which Harper is part, to refrain from criti-
cizing “'Russia’s internal affairs.”
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