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We Say—
Conscript War Industries
Under Workers’ Control!

'JAN_UARY 12, 1942
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A PAPER IN THE INTERESTS OF LABOR

ONE CENT

By SENTINEL
Washington is making the impor-
. tant decisions for the Allied camp
in this war. From Washington came
. the declaration of the 26 Allied or
“United” powers. .

Though the respective signatories
‘of this declaration declare that they
base themselves on the eight points
of the Atlantic Charter, the real im-
portance of this joint declaration is
in two specific points: 1) fullest co-
operation against the Axis powers
“and 2) agreement not to sign a sep-
arate peace.

Certain “liberal” optimists, who see
Jife: through rose colored glasses, see
in this declaration the first manifes-
‘tation of a' new and real League of
Nations. Such is not the case if only
for the technical reason that half the

 ‘world—the Axis powers—is not in-
~cluded. .
“ But there is, of courses a much
more important reason. History ex-
- hibits little evidence of international
unity- among capitalist nations dur-
ing peacetime. During wartime it is
. somewhat different. If only in order
'to prosecute the war efficiently, the
Allies are compelled to create a com-
mon strategy and establish some
~kind of unity among themselves.
Otherwise they are fair game for the
'Axls wers who do operate on such
a basxs Naturauy it is-a unity of

S ﬁrmqmw “Roosevelt as’ the ‘répre-"-

sentative’ of the: stronger American
capltahsm, dominates his side of the
war, just as Hitler does in his.

. The declaration of the “United Na-
tions” is therefore a war measure
‘and ‘counters the recent  similar
. agreement’ of Germany, Japan and

CRISIS --

THE WORLD AT WAR

I avel Command i in the Far
East Is First Step Toward
A Vast Allied Offensive

declaration, Roosevelt and Churchill
their satellites. And now, after this
announce the. creation of a “unified
command” in the Southwést Pacific
with General Wavell as the supreme
commander of the United States,
British, Netherlands and Dominion
forces in this area. Two Americans,
General Brett and Admiral .Hart,
are named as assistants to Wavell
while Chiang Kai-shek accepts su-
preme command over all land and
air forces operating in China, includ-

ing initially such portions of Indo-'

China and Thailand as may become
available to the tmops of the “Unlted
Nations.”

Two things are to 'be noted from
an examination of this latest an-
nouncement. First of all, this deci-
sion reveals that the Allies intend

to put up a big fight for Singa- .

pore, the Dutch East Indies, Aus-
tralia and New Zealand. Second-

_ly, China is a subordinate partner

in this fight. |

Australia, ‘New Zealand and The
Netherlands ‘welcome this decision.
The swift Japanese victories in the
Southwest Pacific have filled them
with a terrible anxiety. The speedy
fall of Hongkeng, Manila, Northern
Borneo and the rapid Japanese ad-
vance on Singapore seemed to mark
them as the next victims in the path
of: Japan. They  were begimning. fo.
believe “that perhaps Great Britain

-had decided to concentrate on: the

European fight at the expense of the
Far East. In this state of mind they
appealed to the United States to help
them.
That appeal has not gone unheed-
(Continued on page 2)
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Party Fund Is

By ALBERT GATES
Director of Party Building Fund

"'he Workers Party Building Fund Drive has been extended to
January 15 to permit several branches otherwise iengaged to pitch

two weeks. The result has been

~and gone beyond them.

_We want to hear the gong ring!
Branch

YPSL: .

- Nevada
Wisconsin’
“Rochester
Akron ...
~ Youngstown_
‘Washington .
- Boston
. Buffalo
4% Chicogo.. oo
" Los Angeles ...
' = National Office

el Neg o York oo vl
' Philadelphia
s San--Francisco .o
. Detroit
-+ Worcester

Cleveland

Ly -
St. Louis
. Columbus

Totals

in their share. There has been an excellent response in the past

a sharp rise in the standing of

most of the branches and a place has been reached where the
drive can be completed 100 per cent. That is our aim now.

The banner cities are Rochoster and Akron, which have passed
*the 200 per cent mark. They are followed by Youngstown, Wash-
_ington, Boston and Buffalo, which have all completed their quotas.

 'Chicago, Los Angeles and the N. O. are pretty close to com-
pleting their quotas and we are sure they will do it before the drive
is ended. The other cities are in position to accomplish the same.
Let’s. get going. We haven't far to go to reach 100 per cent.

Quota Raised Percentage
000.00 357.20
000.00 15.00
000.00 15.00 '
25.00 60.00 240
100.00  223.56 223.56
30.00 43.00 143.6
200.00 _ 241.50 120.75
50.00 56.00 112
300.00  317%25 105.7
275.00 256.00 93.1
300.00 - 277.00 92.3
500.00 « 432.25 86.4
3,000.00 2,108.56 72.8
200.00  140.00 70
150.00 88.25 58.8
20.00 10.00 50
50.00 20.00 40
50.00 20.00 40
75.00 24.50 32.6
150.00 41.25 25.5
100.00 00.00 0
5,575.00 :4,741.31 ¢.i85.1

0PM BUNGLING C
400,000

Negro youth may be forced to die on the bat-
tlefields in this ‘war “for democracy” but they
won’t be allowed to enter the Philadelphia Hos-
pitality Center, set up with-USO funds, created
for the recreation of the soldiers stationed in
Philadelphia, according to a special dispatch ap-
pearing' in PM, New York newspaper. :

Although Philadelphia Negroes have contrib-
uted liberally to the funds gathered for the setting

hC

as an officer remarked to the PM reporter,
i ‘be putting ideas into their heads.”

SCRAMI
NO NIGGERS
- \WANTED !

i‘wouM

..-Jer.*.e)‘ CIO Hil's

By JACK WILSON

The beginnings of a real natlonal upset loomed in Amerwa
as the disastrous costs of the bunglings of the Roosevelt regime
through its Office of Production Management in going over to’
war economy became painfully evident throughout the country.

For the American people, especially the workers, are learning
through their own experience the results of the bankruptcy of the
Roosevelt regime, whose mistakes go far beyond the ordsncry disa
locations or difficulties expected when war came. o

Besldes ‘the military reverses, two brutal facts stood out Ilk'

OPM Labor Hostage

SIDNEY HILLMAN

Mmpls. Convrchons

The New Jersey State Industrial
Council of the .CIO, representing
more than: 250,000 workers, has
pledged its support to the 18 labor
defendants convicted of violating the
1940 Smith *“Gag” Law in the Min-
neapolis prosedution of members of
Local 544-CIO and the Socialist
Workers Party.

The resolution declared that the
New Jersey CIO “condemns the con-
victions in the Minneapolis case and
protests: the use of the FBI to in-
terfere in the democratic procedure
of the labor movement.”

The council declared that “this
law ‘is'a dangérous weapon against
labor and the democratic rights of
the American people,” and pledged
its support to the appeal of this case
to the Supreme Court.

Readers’ Protests on Jingo War Sfand
Force American Guardian to Fold Up

By P. J.

Taps has_been sounded over the
Ametrican; Guardian, for many years
America’'s most widely read  labor
paper.

The reasons for the Guardians
sudden end are of tremendous im-
portance to the labor movement in
general and the Marxist movement
in ’particular. According to Sieg-
fried Ameringer, son of Oscar Am-
eringer, founder and editor of the
paper, publication of the Guardian
was discontinued when its readers
in droves cancelled their subscrip-
tions. The cancellations poured in
after the Guardian, in its December
15 issue, announced its complete
support of World War IL

Those of us who have known Os-
carr Ameringer and remember his
struggle in the 1914-1918 confliét,
should be informed that Oscar has
been a very sick man and his active
connection with the paper ceased
almost with the beginning of his ill-
ness.

The American Gual‘dlan was es-
sentially a one-man affair — Oscar
Ameringer's private medium to mak
his ideas known. His ideas were as
personal as his means of circulating
them. . They were not Marxist and
very often ran counter even to the
reformist program of Norman Thom-
as. -But Oscar-was an artist at ex-
pressing his ideas, with a droll sense

of humor so American as to belie -

his German nativity. The greatest

surprise that came to his readers

-was to hear him on the lecture plat-

form for the first time. His pro-
nounced foreign -accent made them
gasp—they were sure that no one
but a native born :American ecould
write as he did.

Ameringer's: readers were sold on
his ideas by his humor and not by
his logic. Those of his-readers who
questioned his ability in the field of
economics’ often became ex-readers.
Turned Down the Socialists

A number of instances can be cited
to prove how difficult it is for a
man as brilliant as Oscar Ameringer
to retain his ability to analyze cor-
rectly in capitalistic environments.
He was.a fierce foe of individualism
but the ruggedest sort of individual-
ist himself. Several times he was

approached by the Socialist Party
to co-operate in making the Amer-
ican Guardian the official Socialist
Party paper. He turned a deaf ear
to all such ‘offers, as they meant sub-
Jecting himself to Socialist Party
discipline, weak though it was.

He constantly admitted the inevit-
ability of the social revolution and

The natural consequence of Amer-
ceas which would sidetrack it. He
compared our social and economic
structure to a boiler under -high
pressure. He predicted explosion of
the boiler unless safety valves were
installed. He would then diligently
apply himself to design the safety
valves.
ingers own confused political think-

To American Guardian Readers--

we are glad to print in this issue of LABOR ACTION the commenis on
{he passing of the:Atherican Guardian which were written for us by one of
the oldest socialist' militants in the !.errltory where the Guardlam exerted ils

greatest influence.

The Guardian was one of the children of what mlght be called native
American socidlism. Those who know their American labor history will there-
fore understand that the Guardian and its editorial policy were tinged from
start to finish with the notions of that section of American populism which
broke away o mingle with the current that made up much of what was pre-
war socialism in this country. This meant that the Guardian and ils rey
nowned editor promoied more than one dubious enterprise and neostrum.
But it often compensated for this by the sturdiness and healthy cynicism with
which it hammered so many of the frauds of capitalism.

How many thousands put their faith in the weekly number of the Guardian
that came through the mails? Not a few. Like the old, old Appeal to Reason,
"it had its loyal army of supporters, even if its ranks were not so numerous.
And many in that army had, and still have, that ‘hard-headed, not-so-easily-
swayed, Midwestern: aml Southwestern habit of sticking by their convictions

(Continueéd on page 2) °

- way to énd war and insecurity.

just-.as constantly advocated pane-
ing was confugion on the part of his
readers. This writer enjoyed the ac-
quaingance -of - ‘hundreds of them.
They all considered themselvés So-
cialists, but each 'Guardian sybscrib-
er had his own particular brand.

A Great Téacher

Yet Oscar Ameringer was a great
teacher. One of the most important
lessons  he taught the labor, move-
ment was the importance of build-
ing a: labor press and the technique
of obtaining wide circulation.

One other lesson he taught his
readers—and -taught it well. They
learned from Ameringer's American
Gardian that war is the inevitable
consequence of capitalist imperial-
ism. Oscar never failed to point out
that the rich man's war is the poor
man’s fight., = His readers - learned
their lesson well—so well that they
no longer. cared to read the paper
when the 'American Guardian gave
the; lie to its teachings on the sub-

- Ject .of war by declaring ‘its’ full

support of the present conflict.

LABOR ACTION has nol been—
and . will not be—confused ‘on the
war+'question. - LABOR - ACTION
learned ‘the causes and consequences
of impevialist wars from Karl Marx,
the truth-of whose teachings are
‘now ‘evident even to those who are
not ‘politically conscious.:

USES NATIONAL
RHERS LOSE

Soldiers of Democracy!

.up of this Hospitality Center, the Negro iboys
“who shiver in the cold streets and near the bridges
of Philadelphia will not be cble to enjoy it.
. The Negro boys are OK for guard duty;
tbey’Zl be OK for death ‘on the battlefield tomor-
.1 row—but breaking down the Jim Crow straight-
jacket in which they are forced to’ live? That,

J0

Nationalize the Auto In-dustry:
Under Control of the Workers

Mionths; of Stalling .

LABOR ACTION will continue to

advocate the establishment of world-
wide soc@a!ism ~through the power
of the organized working class as the

&

sore thumbs, burning up the people
every time they think about them.

(1) Over 400,000 auto workers are
either jobless now or soon will be oh
the soup line, facing a hard winter
with only meager and inadequate
social security benefits to exist on
temporarily. All their valuable man-.
power is going to waste at a time
when the newspapers talk about a
“shortage of labor.” -

And. the CIO Economic Outlook
predicts that even with ftriple war iij
production, the number of unem- .
ployed will reach a. total of 7,500 000
by October. §

(2) While Amerlcasmllntaryiorces
are demanding a flood of war sup-.
plies and materials, the auto indus-
try; which has to produce most of the
planes and tanks and other eguiip-
ment, is largely idle, its present: fa-
cilities and plans unable to cope
with the job! = ' :

"‘:._u-

Mmmnﬂmmdmmmof”"
ing on these problems, the Roosevel
regime was forced to call a: confer=
ence last week in Washington of CIO
auto workers union officials; the: aubo
barons and the Office of Production
Management directors, Wllham el
Knudsen and Sidney Hillman, to
face the issue, because the unemploy=. -
ment crisis assumed the propcrtxons’
of a national scandal.

Aware of the w1despread resent-
ment against its mismanagement, its
pig-headed greed and its “business
as usual” policies which meant prof-
its at the expense of workers' in
terests the auto 'industry . officials:
publishe# full page 'advertisements.
in leading newspapers in wh:ch
violent attack on unionism was ‘fea
tured, and the CIO auto worker
leaders were declared to have plan
to take control of the auto mdustry

In reply, the CIO, as a nathnal.
body, and the auto workers union
printed large. advertisements which
placed squarely on the shoulders o
the OPM and the auto industry th
blame for the present crisis in unem
ployment and production.

The  CIO charges were a rmld ac-
cusation based primarily on niore.
serious charges recently hurled  at’
the OPM boss, Knudsen by Wailter,
P. Reuther, director of the Genera
Motors ‘division of the United Aut
mobile Workers Union, and ‘autho
of the “Reuther Plan” for plane pro
duction.

Reuther’'s Charges

Reuther recently pointed out, in -
national radio broadcast, that
(1) Knudsen sabotaged the Reu-
ther Plan (for building 500!planes
a day) without studying its mer-
its because the auto magnates pre-
ferred “business as usual.” ‘(Knud-
sen, as former vice-president :of
General Motors, is the big business
spearhead in Washington politics))
(2) A high ranking cabinet mem-
ber admitted that the plan was
practical but warned Reuther i
could not get a fair Nearing from
industry because ' “it comes from
fhe wrong source.” (The cabine
member was Henry Morgenthau
Secretary of the Treasury.)
(3) Nearly 94 small automotiv
paﬂs plants in Detroit and scores
of others like them in other areas
have virtually no war work be
cause Reuther’s plan was pigeon
holed. By January, as a result
over 150,000 auto workers in Miehi
- gan alone will: be unemployed an
thousands of others will be jobles
in February.

For ' over a Vear Reuther has
pressed his plan, bucking up aga_l_nst.
the' Washington crowd without t
slightest success, for President Ro
sevelt supported Knudsen and ‘to= °
gether they pampered the big bus
ness interests in their “busmess
usual” ‘policies. ,

(Conti.nued on page 3}




LABOR ACTION '

“capitalist acticn.

through.

tion gained . ..
ence of the German nation . .

- soldiers in the barracks

“completely changed recently. Many

- slogan of hardship.

ik still louder!

- economically,” the paper states.

we decided to try to desert.”

community and shall be dealt with by the law in. all ifs severity . . .
“hann Wild of Nuernberg was active, both before and after the war, in
Marxist organizations and also after the outbreak of*the war hoped, that
the new Germany, which he hated, would be defeated:
lined himself up on the side of the enemies of the German people and
regularly listened' to their wild and' lying radio broadcasts. Making use
of the enemy broadcast he had: heard, he wrote an inflammatory pam-
~ phlet, containing slander against the. Fuehner and other leading ' person-
alities as well as against the armed forces.. , . ;
E “tained that the accused has carried on conscious and ‘intentional treason
and therefore condemned him. to. ‘death,”

The boss press is generally very timid about news of the underground
struggle in Europe. Only insofar as such struggles: are really tied up with
the imperialist struggle of the Allies—or can be tied up by the journalists—
‘are they given publicity. For there is nothing the capitalist' classes: of: both:
camps fear so much as the possibility off independent working class, anti-

Beginning this week, we: will publish régular news: in this: column: of the:’
World Third Camp—news of’ the working class struggle. for liberatiomn:
7 Our information is necessarily limited. Few. letters or reporis anrive: from
. Burope. The-work of the Gestapo, the GPU, as well as:the more “democratic”
means of control are very efficient. Nevertheless, news items manage to stip

Of course, the working class has had a tefrific beating in: thesge: last years:
There are no big brganizations: but small circles;; no welli kKnowsn leaders, buti
anonymous fighters. Yet the struggle goes on, day in a_rid. day’ outi

'NEWS FROM UNDERGROUND GERMANY

The official German news agency announces: that two death: sentences
have been meted out for listening to foréign broadcasts.

We quote:

“8till, in spite of all the warnings, some of our compatriots allow them-
“selves to listen to lying broadeasts: from: abroad and' to. spread informa-
these traitors and saboteurs of the struggle for the exist-
. exclude themselves forever from the

Jo-

Therefore he

‘The special court ascer-

We, do not know who Johann Wild was anld what his opinions were. He
- emerged from the anonymous multitude of heroie working class fighters: only
by the announcement of his legal murder. The Nazis fear such. hard and re-
. lentless anti-fascist fighters more than they fear England and America. They
- hope that with such executions they will keep others from listening to for-
., eign broadcasts, but they do not succeed.
& . In eery report we receive from. Germany there is mention of the fact that
*  despite heavy penalties every one listens to foreign broadcasts, including

43 They say: “Nobody can betray the other, we are all equally invelved.”

. GERMAN MORALE IS LOWER

German morale, which was rather good in the first year and a half, has

families have lost sons, brothers and

~ fathers; the others fear such an announcement every day.

£ Everybody is uneasy and nervous and the speeches of Goebbels and Hitler
- which we have read in these last weeks are only a reflection of this sentiment
and show an effort fo shift the emphasis from the slogan of conquest to the

4 This is very clever propaganda and should not be underestimated since
. the only real cause for the resentment and anger which does exist, now tak-
ing a more violent form, is the universal fear of a new Versailles.
~Of course, when they turn on the British radio they are only strengthened
" in their fear of the new Versailles. The British statements of war aims are
- disturbingly like those of World War I. e
i The internal broadcasts of the German News Service are demonstratively
disturbed in the taverns and bars in South Germany and Austria. Nazi news-
. 'pdpers are protesting against this and the Nazi gauleiter has ordered. that
‘durinig broadcasts all loud' conversations shall stop. The Stuttgarter Zeitung
calls these workers “disrespectful swine,’ who. if the radio: 19 turned on,louder

: : The Deutsche Riundschau, a Nazi newspaper in occupied Poland; com-
.~ plains of the passive resistance of Polish workers. It says that many
workers have not registered for work and declares that there are Ger-
. mans who are helping these “shirkers” to avoid the negulations.
* Poles are deliberately slow at their work “in order to harm- Germany

Many.

.

+-.-Several reports from Switzerland indicat'e that deserters from different
. ‘countries continue to arrive there in ever greater numbers: Italian laborers
conscripted to work for Germany jump off' the trains when they are in
f. Swiss territory; French prisoners. of war having succeeded in escaping from
-Nazi prison camps, arrive daily in Switzerland; but most important, German
"s_aldiers have arrived who've deserted from: the front
. In one report it was. stated that ‘two- young soldiers; both. too. young: to
~ have liad any education in: the working class movement, deserted to Switzer-
- land from the Russian fronht. They said. that they had succeeded in: fooling
‘the military police by statiffg that they had to accompany- a train which left
the front. So they succeeded in coming back to Germany and: from there
_ to Switzerland:' They said: “Life on. the Russian front is hell and since we
‘would have: been killed anyway (nobody is gomg to come from there alive),

At War--

(Continued from. page 1)

ed. More cortectly, Washington act-
ed upon. it beeause it also happened
to fall in with its world strategical
outlook.

It- is- not because the Far East has
suddenly become more important
than Europe. If one- were asked to
answer which is more important,
the: reply would, of course, be the.
latter. The forces of the Allies; how-
ever, don't hawe to be congentrated:
only In one continent. Successful
Russian resistance: to:the: German ar-
mies has made a division of the Al-
lied forces feasible. For this the Al-
lies are: grateful to Stalin.

Under Wavell the Allied: forces:
in the Southwest: Pacific will be
built: up for a: huge offensive. cal-.
culated tp: deny Japan the riches:
of tHe Duich East Indies; Malaya
and' the: key to that area, Singa-
pore. The attempt will be made to
outflank the Japanese in Thailand
and Malaya by an Allied army at-
tacking from Burma. A Chinese
Expeditionary Force is already as-
sembled there and will operate
under Wavell's command.

Role of China

This plan has altered the role of
Chiang Kai-shek. Originally he was
to assume the entire burden of: Allied
land operations. That was when the
Allies believed that most of the land
fighting would be done by the Chi-
nese. But Japan's victories demon-
strated that China plus Allied sea-
power were not enough to keep her
at bay. The British are not so sure
today of Singapore’s impregnability.

The fall of Singapore would mean

SURE IS

mare.

Gaul?”

Rome."

Lest We

STILL TRUE TODAY?
About twe: years ago, Drew Pearson and Robert Allen reported: as fol--
lows in their® Washington Merry-Go-Round:
“In fact, there are reports of a certain amount of; nazism in the United:
States: Army. AISO the average army officer hag an intense: admiration. for

the German military machine. .
the man whom. the Dies Comn11t1.ee branded: as: the leader of a fasgist revo-
lution in the United: States; General: George Van: Horn Mogely, qnce- was
deputy- chief of staff, second highest rank in the U. S, Army.”

/

Answered a slavc!

CORRECTION

In last week’s column, “Lest We Forget,” the last item consisted
of a quotation on the relation. between India and the British Empire.
Unfortunately, due to an oversight, the author of the statement was
not given, He is Winston Churchill, Prime Minister of Great Britain.

e

. Berhaps it is- also\worth recalling that

“Socialism?" saidi a great statesman at his press conference, “that’s a
mere day-dreami”

“I' don’t know: about: that,” said a: workingman reading 1t by candlelight
in: his blpcked-out home, “but one thing is sure, capitalism is some night-

ASKING TOO MUCH?

Under defnocracy, we are told, every citizen has a voice in running the
government. Isn't it funny that no one should think of giving us a 'voice
in running the place where we spend most of our time and know some-
thing aboub—-the shop. we work in?

NATIONAL DEFENSE

Argued a,Roman liberal, once with. his mutinous slaves: “Do you want
the terrible Gauls to take advantage of your mutiny and conquer Roma?
Isn't it better to be the slave of a cultured Roman than of' a barbarian

“Abolish slavery and we will die in defense of

the end of the encirclement of Japan
and might-even threaten the Allied
positions in Burma and India. This
threat would become still graver if
at the same time Germany were to
burst out of Europe and: march: on
through the, Middle: East in the di-
rection of India. Such a meeting of
the Eastern and Western ends of the
Axis is the nightmare that the Allies
hope to avoid.

The war effort that the Allies must
now put forth in the Far East subor-
dinates the Chinese struggle to the
larger imperialistic combination of
the United: States, Great Britain and
the Netherlands. Chiang Kai-shek's
fight against Japan is no longer that
of a colonial country fighting against
Japanese imperialism. China fights
now on one flank of the Allied line

To Amerlccm Guardian Readers--

(Contmued fmm page 1)

until- they are glven a, very good reason for altering them,

The fact thaé the Guardian jumped over the fence- at the crucial moment,
doesn’t mean that it took its army of followers over, the fence. with it. It had
taught them for years that the coming war would be imperialistic on:all sides;
and. the fact that.s_iégfrigd Ameringer, or even Oscar, did a flip-flop: when the
. chips were down, didn’t mean that everybody else would follow suit. The
astonishing number of subscription cancellations demonstrates this;

To the former followers of the-Guardian who remain stubbornly true to
their convictions, who honor the best of the traditions of the socialist move-
ment during the last World: War, we of Labor Action say:
come to the. columns of a militant: working-¢lass socialist paper which has
/held fast to -its principles and, by all that, is: sacred, will continue to hold fast;
in the future.

0ld American Guardian readers, new LABOR ACTIO’\L readers, once
mare—Walcomﬂ.

“Welcome!” Wel-

_and will even.be expected to partici- /
pate in the main Allied offensive by
an attack on Indo-China and Thai-
land. That is what Washington has
decided through its decision to set up.

YES, MR. LABOR ACTION

I, as-a former American Guardian reader, agree that LABOR
s the kind of hard hitting pqper which | want to
OSe 30 cents for a half yeanr's subscription.

a “unified command”.in.the Soutﬁ- xon ACTIQ;’
west Pacific. grg e " read. e er
Name
: ck
Mab Attacks Address

Girl Organizers N

PASCAGOULA, Missi— On Decem-
ber 11, five girls; organizers for the
International Ladies: Garment Work-
ers Union, were attacked by a mob
here. The girls were distributing or-
ganization leaflets in front of the
Jacksen Woolen Co., a mill which
the union is trying: to organize.

One of the girls, Jo Lee Walden,
received a Kknife wound requiring
five stitches to close. Eulah. Walden:
was injured internally. The three.
others were attacked less severely.

kY

Maybe Workers Should Do Some Pinching.

The following is olipped from the January 6 issue of Labor,
organ of the Railroad Brotherhoods:

“Railroad: stockholders must be pinching themselves nowadays to
make sure thelr profits: are not fantastic dreams.

The: Southems net profit, after paying all bond interest, Wlll be
more than: $1?000 000 in 1941, or two and one half times its $7,352,072
net in 1940:. .

After paymg all taxes, interest and other fixed charges, the Burling-
ton’s net profit in. the first 31 months of 1941 was $9,612,112, or more
than three:times its $3,135,303 net in the same period of 1940

The Great Western changed a loss of $179,151 in the first Ilr months
of 1940 into a proﬁt of $1,634,914 in the same period of 1941 .

L

Pine Workers Notes from 4,_
Feather River Canyon

By ROSS: CARRINGTON

The far-sightedness of some of the
militants- in- Local 6-28; International
Woodworkers Association of Portola,
Cal, is now bearing fruit. After re-
peated violations by the Feather
Riwer Lumber Co., of Delleker, Cal,
of its coniract, a sirike was called
in; Qctoben. _

It was: called not only to enforce
the provisions of the old contract
_but to iron out some seeming con-
tradictions: in it, and to gain g closed
shop.

Under the old agreement arbitra-
tion was compulsory before either a
strike or lockout could be called.

The company used this clause to
stall: settlement of most every griev-
ance. Upon the closed: shop issue, the
general manager first agreed to ar-
bitrate, then upon the arrival of a
government man yefused. Previous
to the arrival of the arbitrator a mili-
itant group within the union had at-
tempted to fortify
committee with a strike vote, but
failed, due to appeasers within the
union, who held positions: of trust

and 'influence. This failure to hold .

a strike vote no doubt influenced the
manager in his refusal to arbitrate.
Take Strike Vote i .

Immediately after this event, a
strike vote was taken at Local 6-28
which carried, 5 to 1. Authority to
call the strike was placed in a five-
man committee, attempts to continue
negotiations being continued but
failing due to the difficulty of find-
ing the general manager in suffi-
ciently sober condition to do busi-
ness, In the meantime a man who
had been very active in the union
was fired.

Finally the strike was called and
the workers came out 104 per cent.
The manager, seeing workers come
streaming out of fhe yard, factory
and mills, stood on the porch of his
office and said: “I never thought
they would ever do it.”

The office of the U.S. Labor De-
partment was called upon and a
conciliator arrived the latter part of
‘the week..

Conversations were immediately
entered into with the general man-
ager.

A New Agreement

On Monday, October 27, a new
agreement was submitted to the
union membership. Parts of the pro-

No Canines.
Without Fleas

- Horace Cayton, labor editor of the
Pittsburgh Courier, leading Negm’_’
suggests that the Negro

paper,
press and populace should not be
overly critical of those Negro
“leaders” in Washington, like Wil-
liam Pickens, who have gotten
soft jobs in various governmental
departments as “judas goats” to
help entice the Negroes into war.

He states that the head, of the
departments never consult these
" Negro “leaders” on policy, fool
around on race issues until the
situation becomes “putrid’ and
then rush to the Negro “leaders”
with the demand: “How about this
mess?"” =

Well, all we can say about these
Negro “leaders” and their relation
to the Jim-Crow department heads
is only this: “Yer jus’' .can't play
around with canines and not ex-
pect to get fleas on yer.”

Dear Editor: ;
The President, Congress; repre-
ntatives of industry and finance,
he press are calling for unity and
acrifice by the people of the nation
n its war effort.
What is meant by unity and how
does striving for unity actually affect
s, the millions of working people in
he United States?
If the people of this nation are to
make sacrifices and achieve unity,
what are the comparative sacrifices
made by the two great classes of
yeople, the rich and the poor?
To- start with the smallest group,
e rich the so-called “Sixty Fami-
what sacrifices are expected of
fhem’ Does the rise in food prices
aﬂ‘get them? No! Or not adversely,
or the grocery bill, no matter how
q‘E:Em'ms only' an infinitesimal

Mr. du Pont’s budget.

.'I_.‘he' picture is the same in regard
o rent. The rich capitalist does not
pay rent. His class collects .rent.
‘Again, it is a well known fact that
most profitable rental’ property
slum and poor class housing prop-
and that this property is largely
ied by the rich. The poor, the
kers, pay this rent, and increased
of housing for the worker and
‘family is one of the expected sac-
for his class: This is a real
rifice, but is just increased; intome
l:us landlord, the wealthy prop-

in the cost of living, occasioned
¢ participation. in the World
a sacrifice of the poor class
fit to the ewning: class.

.of the: people. of this: country:

f the great sacrifices the nation
is called upon to:make, the: loss:of the.
40-hour week looms omirously near.
This is the- same: story over- again.
The capitalist’ does-not make a sac-
rifice in working his factory full
blast; he is: the employer of labor,
and by being- able to operate: contin-
ously his unit cost of production is
decreased. The working people have
fought valiantly for years to win the
40-hour week. Now this right is
being laid in the. employer’s lap in
the name of a “common sacrifice.”

In all the tax legislation so far,
‘the poorest classes and the low in-
come brackets are the ones being hit
the hardest.

Giving up the right to. strike is not
the small thing that the capitalist
and his press would have the work-
ers believe, If fair {erms cannot be
agreed wupon, the capitalist can
force the continuation of proceedings:
for the “duration,” and the workers.
will be helpless, but with the right
to strike the capitalist will realize:
that he is not the only player with,
an ace in the hole.

We, the working people; know that
the present. war boom will last only
as long as the war itself’ lasts. For
the past ten. years we have seen
shops filled with geods we. needed,
wanted and could not afford, Now
that we have some: chance of raising
our living standard; we will: not will-.
ingly give. it away, for we know that
the. bread and soup. lines: will: reap-
pear across the. ocountry after this
boom, has passed: and: the lean years
are back again. It seems: to us that
a discussion of unity should: begin
with, the elimination:. of war profits:
rathern than the. standard of living
But
now discussion: of war profits is as.

Y

Jabor

absolete a subject as Peace on Earth, , the government and the brotherhood
oflicials to give us a raw deal worked
. Dissatisfaction with-the
® . gains' made has been to some extent
muffled by the great interest in the
war and by the fact that under the
impetus of the war the labor move-
ment throughout the country is at
the moment comparatively inactive.

Good Will to Men.

L.R. to perfection;

(Editor's Note: We wish-to thank
the worker who: sent us the above:
letter. Unfortunately we could: not
print the entire letter becase of its:
length. We very much want to: get
letters from our readers, express-
ing their peint of view, but they
must be short in order to be
printed:)

Railroad Workers. _
On the Stalinists

Dear Editor:

As you were kind: enough to print
my last letter in your paper, I
thought I might make some com-
ments on further developments:

‘As you now know, my prediction. -

on the plan cooked up by the bosses, think that

Chlcago Lecture°

Taxes, Prwrlues and Prtces

Hear: CARL R. GORDON Discuss these lssuea. at

LYON & HEALY HALL
Jackson & Wabash Avenues, Studio 10:
AT 2:30 P. M.
CHICAGO LABOR ACTION FORUM
Admission: 10 Cents. Unemployed Free

SUNDAY, JANUARY 18,
Anspices:

But I am sure this condition will
The hard realities
which face the working man on, the
job every day will. soon sober him.
_ ~ He will see the boss trying to. chisel,
on the union contract—he will see. y .
stern refusal to grant wage increases
to.even up for the rise in. the: cost of
beans—he willi see the closed shop:
denied or wrecked.

I am interested in what you have .
to write about the Stalinists and the
railroads. I have seen none of their
literature among the boys, but re-
cently I have met two or three of
them. on the job. This makes me
they have something;

not last long.

Jake _}lam....

cooking. It is true that the condi-
“tions in the brotherhoods give them
a: fertile soil for gaining influence;

man. Further, railroad men have no
experience with this vermin and
under the prevailing patriotic mood
may well let themselves beconge in-
fected. It is up to every good tnion
man to be on his guard! If we are
to revitalize the unions oﬁly to come-
into- the bloody iron claws of Stalin-
ism; we would: have little to be hap-
py about. :

L,

A Working Stiff
Tells His Woes

‘Dean Editor:

This being a New Year I can't help
trying to look into the future to fig-
ure out what it will bring me. It will
bring me income taxes which I don't
want to pay. What’s more, I don't

how I can pay them and not do
without something that I need. I
have paid out to the Community
Chest and the Réd Cross and now
I'm having to pay five bucks extra
to run my car until the tires wear
.out: Then I'll: have to try and: sell it
to some guy who'll be able to get
tires for it. There will be such peo-
ple but it won't be me. That means
I'll have to sell my car for perhaps
one fourth what I paid for it. I'll
then be back in the “boot and shoe
line” just like during the ‘depression.
Now, FDR' says we are all going to
have to make sacrifices for defense.
I can see right now that I'm just
about going: to be sacrificed out of
a: job-if they smack any moré priori-
ties: and: taxes on me.

just as it does tc: an: honest union -

There’s my kid, he's helping out
+ on the grocery bill, etc., and now he’s
bound: for the Army next month.

After the last war, in which I was
drafted, prices went sky high right
after I got home and I sure had to
hustle to stay on my feet. It was a
losing fight. When my- little pile of
dough was allotted by Uncle Sam as
a bonus for my army service, it went
to the loan: company that had made
me a loan only because I was a vet-
eran. Then came that long, tempo-
rary depression and I almost hit the
bread line. Now I'm making a little
dough again but I can see where it
will be taken away from me just
as before. Why can't I ‘ever get
ahead a little so. a guy can drink a
beer or go to a movie without worry-
ing about spending money that ought
to- go on the grocery bill or to the
election company?

When I look back and think of
how I've been robbed in the past
and how I'm going to be robbed in
the future —how I'm getting older’
and can’t stand the gaff on the job
like I used to—I get sore at these

guys who always start something
that means dough out of my pocket.
I want something to be done about it.

That's why I'm writing this letter
to you. Your paper seems to know
some things that I have thought
about a lot of times but I just could
not put it in words. You can publish
this if you want to. Maybe there are
some other guys who feel like me
and don't quite understand what it
is all about. Please t€ll me what's a.
guy going to do if things get much

'worse, which I believe they will.

Just a Working Gl.ly

its negotiations .

* whole labor movement respected the:

posed contract were. accepted while*
the committee was instructed to'*?re-'
sume negotiations on the remainder.
Ancther report which was. accegted
was made at 8 o'clock that night.
Work was: resumed’ on the different
operations on October 28 and 29. =

Net' gains of the strike were rein-
statement of the active union mem-
ber, a: closed shop and! abrogation: of
the compulsory arbitration clause.
. Negotiations for a wage raise' are: to
be entered into, upon the basis offa
government survey of the price
structure of the pine lumber mdus-'
try. :

The resulis secured: conwinced: the_ 7
few who at' first: had’ conseientiously
opposed the move as. coming too;late
in the season of a seasenal industry..

Union Hiring

As it is, all the employees of the = .
. company must now be union men: ‘¢
" and all are hired through the union.
But with all the above gains, the
struggle has only begun. However, .
we now have more of the tools with
which our class must fight. S abea
The enemy may be down but ig
never out so long as the means of
production remain his private propr . .
erty. Already the general manager
has. renewed' the attack by stantmg
to snipe at individuals whom he has
been unable to buy or intimidate.
This is demonstrabed by a recent in=
cident where. he accosted an active '
unionist with the charge that he. was LRRTY
a communist and that the. FBI wgs_ AL
investigating him but' that- he; the
general manager, would, call: them:off
if the union man would come over =
to his side. i
The union man answered with the
contemptuous refusal this offer de-
served. P T

St. Louis.
Hotel Workers
Out on Strike

By ROY GOULD

The New Year's revelries of the'
St. Louis wealthy were. sadly disar-"
ranged by a CIO strike which: crip-
pled all leading hotels: Those Megro
maids and servants who: toil for.
'$12.50 per week and: live in. congested
homes in order that the St. Louis
rich may dwell in the. luxurious: sur=
roundings of the exquisite Park
Plaza, those hard working: cooks and
waiters who prepare. the: e!egant
menus consumed by the smart set at
the- Coronado, joined with hotel
.workers throughout the:city
-before New Year's Eve they st‘nuﬂc :

They struck against the St, Louis
Hotel Association and with- espe&:ial
vehemence they revolted against the °
AFL bureaucracy which has Held
them in chains since their first stl\tkk
against the bosses in 1937.

At that time 3,000 miscellaneous
hotel workers were caught up in the
CIO movement and strongly organq
ized. themselves by means of a swift]
" solid. strike. Everyone was: out and
no truck passed thein picket lines;
Shortly after this ‘organizing’ stnkq
they were “turned over” to the AFI.q
Hotel and Culinary Workers: in g
deal between the AFL and the CIO:

But the AFL union was very cor<
rupt. Officers were appointed, union + |
insurance. funds are said to have
been diverted to provide automobiles =
for the bureaucrats and all union de~
mocracy was systematically sup-
pressed. Membership fell to 700 and
discontent simmered- in. -all hote]s,
until a filthy low-wage contract was
signed last summer without eve
being read to the membership.

Then a revolt began. The éntire
membership voted: to disaffiliate
from the AFL and to form the CIQ
United Catering Workers Union—the:
organization which called, the pres—
ent strike.

A Wonderful Spirit:

The new strike- is being wm.-
with a wonderful spirit, but agamsi
great difficulties. Whereas in- 1937
everyone came out together and the:

picket lines, today the scabs inside
are in many cases paid up.members
of various AFL unions, AFL business
agents are actually running scabs
through in AFL taxicabs, and AFL
truck drivers are crossing the picket
lines with all sorts of deliveries. The
AFL is even trying to round up scabs;
from Kansas City. Fat AFL officials
carrying pistols stand inside the lob-:
bies alongside big cops and. hote!‘
managers looking out at the: b:!aﬂs-
Negro pickets running back and,
forth in the high wind-at near zero
temperature,

On the other hand, the strikers’ .
know that most CIO unions are: be=
hind them — with the exception of
the Stalinist and Hillman crowd:
who came out against this: strike.
They would sacrifice- these workers:
in the name of national labor unity.

Whereas a week ago seven work-
ers were fired from the Park Plaza
upon the request of the AFL, today:
two hotels have signed with the. CIO:
and the big hotel association is split,
wide open over the question of ne-
gotiating with the CIO. The pros=
pect is for more hotels to be struck
within a few days.

The strikers are determined amf#
confident. In this struggle they are
forging a democratic union. which
must learn how to ﬁght for the mnk
and file. :

A




' LABOR .ACTION

-'f-""Interest
To Women

-By Susan Green

“. There is: a bill before the House of Representatives,
endorsed by Secretary of War, Stimson, for the creation
of'as Women's: Army Auxiliary. Corps.

.. Under the bill, women between 21 and. 45 would be
' permitted. to volunteeer for the duration of the war.

.-~ They ‘would serve as clerks, machine operators, cooks

and bakers, stewardesses, telephone and telegraph oper-
~ators; @harmacists, dieticians, hygienists, hospital and
labonafory technicians, hostesses, librarians, theater em-
ployees, welfare workers, post exchange emp]oyees and
laundry workers. This is Mr. Stimson's enumeration of
army, jobs for women. 5
_The: bill, introduced. by Representative Edith Rogers
of Massachusetts, provides the same pay for women as
for army men, namely, $21 a month.
- For the various types of skilled, semi-skilled and
even unskilled work to be done by women, $21. a. month
- ds riﬂiculously madequate
Nobody has yet produced an economic, moral or any
‘other reason why soldiers and army workers, both men
and women, should be. on coolie wages.
To the argument that there is no money for higher
army, pay, there is this irrefutable counter argument:
There is money for everythfing else, including war
profits, which in the case of Aviation Corporation, for
example, have increased in 1941 by 1950 per cent over
_1940:
L ]

GATHERING DUST IN CONGRESSIONAL FILES
This once more brings to the fore the whole questlon

of atmy pay;

; When Congress: amended_ the draft law extendmg the
. draft period for the duration of thHe war and after, to
soften the blow, various bills tp raise soldiers’ pay—

- now gathermg dust in. congressional ﬁles—were also
introduced.

At that time certain women's cormmttees were put-
‘ting pressure on Congress to get an increase for their
drafted. boys. Their reasons were strong: ones. They
argued; that their family incomes had been too drasti-
cally cut. Their drafted boys, who had previously con-
tributed, could send nothing at all out of $21 a month.
On, the contrary, soldiers could not even provide for
their own needs. In many cases the family had to send
their boy money for miscellaneous needs as well as for
'3n occasional trip home.

v These are still facts.

The. entry of the United States into the war has. not
“bettered. the conditions of the soldier and army worker
on: $21 a.month. Quite the contrary.

; Neither has it lightened the burdens of the soldier’s

| family. Again, quite the contrary.

Wartime: oratory should not be permltted to shout
down. enying injustices.
.The needs: of soldiers; axmy workers and their fam-

. ilies: make an: increase in: army Bay the very next order

of’ businass.

L ]

 THE pEBUTANTES-.ARE' GETTING ALONG

That permanent wrinkle of wartime worry is not
_mqr'ring the beauty of some members of the fair sex.
_These fortunate ones are in the social register where
my. name and yours are not to be found. |
. . The resplendent annual pilgrimage to Palm Beach
iy we‘ll; Gnder way. The exclusive’ ‘Tverglades Club, there
isin, constant. demand for this and that ritzy social func-
.tion.

. Southern race tracks are thronged with the “smart-
est” people. Women—in stunning spectator -clothes—
have fun wasting money without stint.

On Long Island estates the holiday festivities reached
‘a new high. Only one party was called off—not for lack
of funds, I assure -you. Rather because its sponsors
- thought it “unsuitable” to parade their wealth at this
time when everyone is supposed to be “sacrificing.”

Debutantes continue to have their coming-out parties.
Ballrooms ol the swellest hotels are all a-glitter. The
dazzling decorations vie with the gorgeous gowns and
_jewels of the women. Flowers abound in such profusion
- as if nature intended them only for the rich.

. Money flows like water from a faucet—the water-
‘main_being. war profits

Contrast this picture of lavishness and waste with the
lives of working people. You will immediately see the
. peint, in the demand of LABOR ACTION that the rich
~_be taxed to pay for the war,

The working people can't afford it.
L ]

 WOMEN WORKERS LOSE PROTECTION

' There is a movement afoot—naturally started by the
bosses—to . suspend the hard-won labor laws protecting
~women. in, industry.

Under pretext of the war emergency the bosses are
bﬁgmnmg to work women seven days a week, without
the required day of rest. The working week for women
is being extended beyond 48 hours. Night work—Ilegally

limited to 10 p.m.—is again being introduced:

. Women workers, compelled by the mounting cost of
living, half-heatedly agree to. the extira work in order

‘' {o:earn more money and even more, to just keep their

~ jobs: But that it not the way to meet war prices.

- " 'Phe working women will neglect their families and
~ruiny their ‘health. Furthermore, to allow suspension: of

' labor laws today will mean complete annihilation in
pohbwar depression.

. The thing for women workers to remember is that,
in:most cases; they are not paid on: the same scale as men
“for equivalent work. That makes it profilable for the
- Bosses to employ women for inhuman hours rather than

to- put on more. shifts of workers; including skilled male

workers wherever possible.
~ Women workers must set up a hue and: cry for the
“wages to which they are entitled, Why should the bosses
proﬁt at their expense!
: emand more wages is thé¢ way to do something
ubout gne shameful cost of living.

Workers only hurt themselves by allowing the bosses |

ﬂo\"suspend- protective labor legislation.
3 .

RICH GETTING: OWN SHELTERS

A war emergency certainly underlines class distine~
' tions, propaganda fo the contrary notwithstanding:
" While the Office of Civilian Defense is very busy
. talking about air raids and doing nothing at all to pro-
g vide shelters for crowded city populaces, there are those
who are playing safe and not relying upon the OCD and
" its uncertain protection.

These favored few don’t have to depend on the gov-
ernment which is in no hurry to spend a little of the
- huge war appropriations for mass shelters. They have

enough money to build their own shelters.
£ The fact is not exactly being shouted: from the house-

tops, but one gathers from inconspicuous newspaper
- jtems that the rich are providing themselvea and their

- families: with cozy underground homes and clubs, com-

' pinihg the element of safety with all modern conven-
“iences.

" Thus economic inequality_ translates itself into ine-
vl:;&l are.all in favor of the members of the upper class
—and aga!nst men, women and children belonging to
he great mass. . :
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The British

Crucial B'attle—-d the Peci-fie:

The Bitter Struggle

or Singapore

Involves Vast lmpeﬁah'st Stakes

By HENRY JUDD P

The largest battle: in the Pacific. area: of the
World War is now shapingf up—the all-important

struggle for Singapore.

On the one side the Japanese, having removed
Hong Kong from their- path, are concerntrating:
tremendous forces in an effort.to take this: citadel
of their “democratic” rivals.

On the other side, the Allied powers are des-
perately striving to strengthen the defenses of' this
key point—the kingpin in their Far Eastern strat-
egy. The British are pouring in reserve forces
and supplies from Australia, New Zealand: and
India; the Dutch are attempting-to send' reinforce-
ments from the nearby East Indies; the Chinese
are: attempting to. relieve the pressure of' the Jap-
anese attack by sending troops into: Burma for a
flank attack; the United States is likewise taking
measures to' prevent: the fall of the “City of the
Lion.”

Why is Singapore so important from: the. stancl-
point of the rival impenialist powers now strug-
gling for its mastery?

(1) Malaya—the peninsula at whose tip
Singapore is locatedi—~is: rich in: rubber and: tin,
These are raw materials highly coveted by
both imperialist, war camps. .

(2) Singapore is a great military and na.val'
strategic location, commandmg the entranoe to
the Indian Oceaniand the gateway to the. East
Indies: Whoevern- controls Singapore conirels:

_the straits of Malacca, leading: directly to Bur-
ma, Ceylon and India.

(3) Capture: of Singapore would mean the
certain fall; of the Dutch East Indies. into: the
hands of the Japanese. The: islands of Java,
Sumatra, Borneo, ete., would fall into the
hands of the Japanese who would then obtain
much needed supplies of oil, ruhber, copza,
quinine, tea. Loss of Malaya and the East In-
dies to the. Empire of Japan would vastly
strengthen. that country and correspondingly
weaken the Allied: powers enormously.

(4) The Alliedi powerns: have commercinl;
trade and capital: interests in these ternitories-
valued at several billions: of dollars: I wonld:
all: go up in smoke if the Japanese should win.

A DESPERATE AND BIITER STRUGGLE

It is clear that a desperate and’ bitter struggle
will- be put up by both sides’ for the territory of
Malaya.” This. struggle constitutes about the clear-
est example. yet; of what LABOR ACTION means
when it says the war in the Pacific is:an ‘imperial-
ist. war—for wealth, for {rade, for markets, for
colonies, and for raw materials of all kinds: -
Hndreds of thousands of men from ‘America;
England; India, Australia, Japan, China," ete., will

be asked. to_sacrifice their lives so that the impe-

rialist masterq of the Great Powers can possess

more territory to.loot.

So far, the Japanese forces—dESCEndmg on
Singapore from their bases in Thailand and Indo-
China—have. made amazingly rapid and easy ad-
vances. They have.overrun more than half of the
country, including some of' its most valuable rub-
ber plantation areas. They appear to have gained
mastery over the external -sea approaches and the
air. All military authorities concede that Singa-
pore is in grave danger of falling into Japanese
hands although, of course, flerce battles still re-
main to be fought before the fate of this rich prize
is decided.

At the same time; the so-called American mili-
tary specialists and, commentators are filling the
press and radio waves with innumerable mis-
statements and misconceptions' about the entire
struggle for Singapore. Ignoring the important
POLITICAL factors involved in the battle—that
is, the existence and opinions of the 16,000,000
native people of Malaya—they talk as though it
were solely a MILITARY problem; a matter of
guns, tanks and planes. °

For the imperialists this is quite natural since
they have. no interest in the fate or opinions of
the native colonial population of these' countries.
They seek only to retain them in colonial servi-
tude, in the case 'of the British; or to iake the
place of the old masters,” as in the case of the
Japanese. But neither side cares one bit about
the colonial people who a}e the decisive element
in the war.

Who, are these colomials? They are about
95 per cent of the popiilation, to begin with.
They are divided: almosti evenly between: Chi--
nese. who came originally: from: South; China;
Tamils and Indians, who migrated from Ceylon
.and Indja; the original native Malayans. They
are the workers—and peasanirs, the shop keep-
ers and: menchants: of the country. They are
the dock laborers in the: ports and piers, they
are the miners and factory workers in the tin
mines: and smelting factories; they are the
rubber workers on the plantations; they are
the po;ldlars and foad. merchants.

They are. the ones: whoj unload: the. ships, who
bring down-the rubber on, flatboats from the plan-
tations, who tap the trees; who mine the tin, who
run all the services of the: cities and- villages, who
are made: to wait-hand and: foot on the white colo-
nial masters and mistresses. They are the nine
out of ten; the ones who say: “This is a war be-
tween two sets or robber bandits who- want the
right to exploit me—a; plague on both. your
houses!

“Why have the Japanese been. able to advance

Sprlled Beans and Cwstﬂl Gazmg=‘

By PAUL TEMPLE
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right now.

so rapidly? Because they have come through rub-
ber and tin country, where the population has suf-
fered 100 years of . British imperialism and will

therefore not lift a finger tq help the British. The.

British, lacking forces and supplies; have no alter-
native but- to retreat. They cannot mobilize the
native population on their side “in the name of
democracy”—any more than the Japanese can. mo-
bilize the natives on theu side “in the name. of
liberation.”

Both are liars, and the Chinese, Malayans
and Indians know it—so they run off into the
hills or hide in their homes until the fighting
is over. To them, there is no choice—either side
is equally bad and not worth fighting for.
And this is a thousand times more important
in the battle for Singapore than “unified com-
mands,” airplanes, tanks, ete. If the British
rulers conld mobilize the natives—to the num-
ber of 16,000,000—on their side, the Japanese
would vainly batter their heads against the
stone wall of guerilla warfare, mass opposition
and. fighting in which each native village and
city would be a citadel.

But imperialist rule in Malaya—as everywhere
else—is based on exploitation. This means for-
bidding of unions, forbidding of any democratic
no factory legislation, pitifully low
wages, indefinite hours of work, coolie living
standards, etc. It means rule of the people by a
foreign power, in the best Hitler manner.

FREEDOM AND INDEPENDENCE

For the British to win over the native people
they must give them. freedom and. independence—
the right of self-determination and self-rule. They
must do away with everything they have done for
the last 100 years. ) :

© There is as little possibility of this happening

as there is of Hitler becoming a democrat or the
Japanese withdrawing from China. So the great
masses of Malaya will remain neutral in the war,
cursing BOTH sides for bringing the horror of
war to their country. )

But the pegople of Malaya—the nine out of ten
—are interested neither in Japanese victories, nor
explanations about “demgeratic! defeats. They are
interested now and in the future in a way of win-
ning their freedom from ALL imperialisms—white
or yellow—and' in bettering their unfortunate lot.
The fact that the leaders of the Malayan Commu-
nist Party (Stalinists) have openly offered them-
seles to the British imperialists will not; deter these
people from still insisting that their genuine in-
terests lie not with either of the warring capi-
{alist camps, but with the struggle of the colonial
people for freedom and the right of self-determi-
nation.

pert F. E. Seidman as revealing:

A lot of people don't look wvery
fr ahead before jumping into
something. This explains, for in-’
stance, (1) why installment-payment
companiess make money on de-
faults; (2)- why some people get mar-
ried, and— )

(3) Why -there is about 99 per
cent more enthusiasm for this war
now than there probably will: be by
the time it's over.

So. when you see that dot-dot-dot-
dash around, you might ask: “Vie-
, tory—for what?” For democracy, or
" for profit? .

A case of spilled beans is: sm'ne-
times as good as a crystal ball to
enable you to ecatch a glimpse into
the future of this war Welve got two
cases this week, one of democracy
and one on: profit.

Anthony Eden, Foreign Secretary
in the. Churchill Tory government,
came home this' week: from. his talks
with Stalin and' told: the press:

“The trouble with Hitler was not
that he was a Nazi at home. The
trouble with.: him was- that he
would not stay at home.”

Auto Industry

(Continued from page 1)
Like all other CIO officials, Reu-
their fails to mention that direct
orders by Roosevelt could at any

time have. placed the Reuther Plan .
in operation. and- the crisis could -

have been avoided.
Big Buysiness Stranglehold
So today, because big business has,

a stranglehold on Washington, be-

cause the President is their ally and
because the CIO officials didn't put
up a nation-wide struggle against the
Washington-Wall Street combination;
the crisis is here.
The unemployed: auto- workers in
Detroit, sizzling at the incompe-
tence of the war machinery, sore

Half of New York
Hasn’t Enough Milk

Half the people of New York City
are receiving insufficient milk, the
Mayor's Milk Committee declared. in
a 96-page repont. to Mayor LaGardia
recently.

“An increase of 26 per cent in the
consumption “of milk by undernpur-
ished children would have an almost
incalculable value for the future
well-being of the city,’ the’ repo_rt
declared.

The committee avoided a direct at-

tack upon the milk trust, but harpecl,

~.upon “very costly dlstrlbutlon meth-
ds”

many? No trouble. A whole nation
thrown back into slavery? No trou-
ble. Fascism is:all right as long as it
stays oft the toes of the Brmsh Em-
pire. and: its interests.

If these gentlemen thought fas-
cism was good enough; before. the
war as a means of crushing revolu-
tion in Europe; if they are willing
to say publicly even today that
bloody dictators are all right pro-
vided they'arerw’t anti-British blpody
divtators—isn’t: it clear that they are
NOT interested in tearing up fascism
by the roots- and using their victory
to make the: world safe fore democ-
racy?

The beans are rolling all over
the lot: These men: aren't inter-
ested’ in destroying Hitlerism or
fascism; they  just want a Hitler
who'd “stay- at home.”

The Excess: Profits Tax

Take the Powers-That-Be in the
United ‘States: What THEY would
do with a victory won: by the blood.
and; heroism: off young- men. is; pretty
clear from what they ARE doing

Layoffs- |

at: the loss of their jobs, are de-
manding that the government take
over the auto indusiry. Resolu-
tions to this effect have “been
adopted by the West Side Local.
The rank and file auto workers
are displaying the right instincts in
their demands for nationalization of
- the auto. industry, as against the top

in. another adwvisory board, following
the Washington conference, which
has power only to give suggestions:

This new ten-man board, five from
the industry and five from labor, can
take under its consideration such
proposals as. the Reuther Plan. Butb
it has no power; it is' merely an ad-
junct of the big business controlled
Office of Production Management.
Even if it had power, it would be
dominated by the very force which
has proved to be ouf-moded: and: un-
necessary for production, namely,
the mdustnal magnates.

If the auto workers combined
their demand that the government
nationalize the auto industry with
the vital demand for union control
of the nationalized industry, then
theéy would be one step forward, and
a big oné at that, toward the solu-
tion of their problems.

The need of the hour in Detroit

and other auto centers is for the

militant workers to raise the cry
and’ mobilize to: fight for “Conscrip-

tion of the Auto Industry ubder

workers .___._control e

CIO officials who, once again, joined -

LABOR ACTION has carried facts
"and figures on the enormous war

“profits ‘being by the same patriotic
corporations. -~ Several months ago,

" ‘however, Congress passed an excess

profits tax law which was supposed
'to. prevent extra: war profits from
‘rolling into the coffers of the rich.
That it hasn't done anything of the
‘sort/ can be read on the financial page
of the New York Times. More than
that: the government knew in, ad-
vance that it would not; they were
playing: the same game as in 1917!
Abeut half way between the First
World War and this one, Congress
was informed in an official report
that the war experience had shown
that the excess profits tax not only
did not prevent profits but actually
INCREASED them! They were so
informed’ by the head of the War
Industries: Board, Bernard Baruch,
He told. them: .
“Excess, profits taxes—standmg
alone—have no effect whatever to
check inflation. Their only effect
is to increase it.... Ome way to
increase $500,000. profit to. $1,000,-
,000 profit without increased risk or
' effort is to double prices—and
therefore profits—under an 80 per
cent. excess profits tax than there
is without it. Indeed, the main re-
sult of such a system is to induce
- rapid price increases to absorb the
tax.”
' That's simple. enough even for a
congressman to understand. The tax
was passed along to the consumer.

A Mess of  Spilled Beans

- Now a mess of spilled beans comes
along to prove that exactly the same
thing is happening right now. The
American Banker reports Tax BEx-

" ers market’

“,..that corporations are taking
advantage of the prevailing ‘sell-
to pass the excess
profits tax along to the consumer.”

-“Thus by a curious inversion,”
said the tax authority, “a tax that
was designed to correct excess
profits has- itself become a cause
for excess profits.”

It is nof an: “unpatriotic. minority"”
of business men who are doing this.

‘well as the reports, proyve that this

was and. is the general practice of
ALL business. And the government
has not even taken the {rouble to
make another “proposal” about stop-
ping it.

We emphasize: to the capitalist
class victory can mean only a broad-
er and better opportunity to coin
profit out of American control of the
world: And:these are the leaders who
will decide, when the: time comes,
what victory will mean.

“Curious,” says the tax expert.

“Not at ally’ say the profiteers.

“This system of ours is designed fo
run on profit, not philanthropy or
idealism. That's why it's called the
profit system. Even Hitler is ‘no
trouble’ as long as he keeps hands
off OUR profits:

“Railroads are run—for profit.
Prices are raised—for profit. Wars
are fought—for profit. And peace
treaties are written—for profit . . .
to the victor.”

READ, SUBSCRIBE TO
NEW INTERNATIONAL
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A Negro Has
Own !"re:edom‘_.
To Fight For

By Paul qu

Negroes are among the ‘stakes in this war.

Negroes are very valuable. It doesn't cost! mu'
get them. In all parts of the world—in Africa, most of
all—they. are worth. much to the rulers of the wovld.

They can be made  to work hard: at wages just h
enough to allow them to exist and reproduce. Andi
they become rebellious, a few ‘can be: killed: to: teach t
others the virtues of living under the rule of a dem
cratic empire. .

One of the big reasons for this war is the question’
who ‘shall own and control those areas of the world
which the black and brown slaves ]we——A:Erlca, pérfé
Asia, the Pacific islands.

They were stakes in the last war and when the w
was over they remained slaves. They are stakes in th
way and the rulers of the world intend to keep them
as slaves. That is what the war is about, that is wha
the next war will be about. As long as the hundred,‘s o)
millions of workers and farmers all over the worl
black, white, yellow and brown, continue to be chlps i
the hands of their masters.

Tell me, Negro steel worker in. Buffalo, and yqu,:
sharecropper in Arkansas; you, Harlem: elevaiot"oé :
erator, tell me: do. any of.you helieve that; th

* American Jpoliticians and bosses with Winston
Churchill and the Queen of Holland are in. this war
to preserve democracy for YOU?

Do you believe that the.government, and the mas
ters of this country are ecarrying on a war in the Pacifi
Ocean to help you and your children? :

WE KNOW WHO OUR ENEMIES ARE"

A black man has hls own freedom to fight for.
We know who makes us suffer. Hitler keeps Jews .
in ghettos in Europe, but it isn’t Hitler who keeps 2
Negroes segregated in this country. Negrees were
trampled down and lynched in this country long .
before Hitler was born. And if Hitler were de-
stroyed tomorrow, 13,000,000 Negroes would: still be
ounteasts in the couniry where they were born, 120, .
000,000 Negroes would still be slaves in Africa and
2,000,000. Negroes. would still sweat from sunup 10
sundown in the British Empire.

Today Negroes can be compelled to make sacrifices
for which they wiil reap nothing, but you cannot bp
compelled to blind your eyes and black out your minds
We know what the war is net. It is- not a war for de=
mocracy. It is not a war for a better life. i

It is a war for imperialist plunder. It is a war for
the rich to keep their riches and get more.

‘What is Britain deing in Hong Kong? Or Japan -
in China? Or Holland in the Dutch East Indies? Or
America in China? 7

Why are they fighting in the Pacific? To give lib-
erty to the Chinese? Why are all of them, ﬁghting
sn North Africa? To free Africans? Any Negro who '
believes that is a double slave, a slave in body and
a slave in mind.

Listen, however, to some who call themselves: Iead-'
ers of the Negro people, who presume. to speak,\ m'
their name. Listen to the Pittsburgh Courier, th

lgrgest Negro PEP%E iny, ;he country, of December 13,
1941:

“And now that OUR country is at war, t‘orgo_tten
are .the differences under which we have labored.
Buried deep in the recesses of our minds are the in- = |
justices to which we have been sub.]eoted.

;  In 30 minutes they bury the oppression of 300 yearg.
Isn't this an invitation to every Negro-hater and every
capitalist to kick and keep on kicking the Negro? Llst&lj
to some more:
“The Army of the United States is OUR A.RMY
The Navy of the United States is OUR NA ;

Let any Negro walk into the Navy office anywhere'
and say that the Navy is his Navy. Let the editor of th
E{lttsburgh Courier go. Fe will find that the dlfferences
he has so quickly forgotten have not been forgotten b
the Navy. They will offer him a job as a messhoy, an
if he says anything rude, will throw him. out.’ And
Army will lock him up. ;

The Courier goes on:

“This soil belongs to the 13,000,000 black Amer
icans as certainly and securely as it does to any
white Southerner, any white Northerner, any white

Westerner.”

What runs in the veins of. a rah who can erte
stupidly, so dishonestly? Let him go down South an
tell the Negro sharecroppers that they own; the land
They will laugh at him and say he is either a scoundrel
or a fool. ek

THIS IS OUR CAUSE

And then the Courier tells us how terrible I{[tler 15-.
Of course!

Hltler is an enemy of the human race, so'is- Muss
lini, so is the Japanese Emperor. To our brothers in. th‘e
fascist countries, our hearts and hands go out in mter-;
national solidarity of labor.

We say to them: our skins are different. But yo
like us, are merely ¢hips in the struggle for power that
js tearing the world to pieces. Fight Hitlen, Mussolini,
the Japanese Emperor and conquer them and mal:e
better world; and we Negroes here and in Africa ar
in the West Indies will also fight those who sit on o
backs. :

That is the road to Negro freedom.

Mr. Dovues Is at It Agam'

Joseph Davies, ex-envoy to Rusma, is at it ag
Last week we. commented on his whitewash of

regime of Stahnsm

In an interview with Publishers’ Weekly, Mr Davi
tells at length of the great achievements of Stalimsm
the field of literature. Most of his rhapsody—as beﬂ_
an American man of business—is, in. statisties: aboutn
number of books published in Russia. i

As the old saying goes,. figures don’t 11e—but 11
sure can figure!

What Mr. Davies neglects to mention is tha
overwhelming majority of these books, published
such vast editions, consists of Stalinist progagan

works and propaganda novels. ’

A ‘true index of- cultural achleve:ment would be:
terms, not merely in the mass of books read, but in
intellectual level reached, and in the freedom of ide
existing. ‘

Who can take this t‘alk about cultural achlevem.
in Stalinist Russia seriously when the possessiol
Trotsky's History of the Russian Revolution maks
liable to a prison sentence or when the utterance
word of criticism against the *“beloved leader” m
the ending of a literary or political career? 7

Mr. Davies is obviously- not at home in the |
culture. He had better stick to, whxtowashing' :
of Stalinism with. which- he is more :fam:han—-—-—
:Erame-ups.




LABOR ACTION

EDITORIAL PAGE

S

 'The most vital question confronting the American people today

5 “WHO SHALL PAY FOR THE WAR?”
. Last Wednesday,

rar effort.

- Although a sum as tremenduus as 150 billion dellars is really
too vast to appreciate readily, everyone understands that the money
will ultimately come out of the pocketbooks of the masses of the
In his budget, the President has decided
o request new taxes fo bring an additional nine billion dollars into
he Treasury next year. This will be only the beginning and it is
v safe bet that taxes will grow progressively heavier as the war

people—the workers.

What primarily concerns us here is what the nature of the
‘new war taxes should be. Will they be equitable taxes, that
*is, based upon ability to pay and therefore of necessity “soaking

the rich,” or will they beé the same kind of taxes,

poor,” which Congress passed last year? Administration offi-
“cials have already dropped sufficient hints to indicate that
'THEIR program will be the boss program of taxing the work-
" ers while leaving profits virtually untouched. It is probable
that the Administration and/or Congress wﬂl propose the fol-

lowing, or similar, taxes:

1. Heavily increased federal excise taxes (taxes on inter-
“nally produced products—at present cigarette and liquor

taxes)

President Roosevelt presented his annual
udget to Congress. He has announced his intention of requesting
"_war appropriation of 56 billion dollars for 1942, equal to one .

half of the total national income, and a total war outlay of 150
illion dollars, of which 78 billion dollars has already been appro-
riated. This will mean that one half of all the goods produced
n the United States next year, one half of all hours werked, one

\half of all income eamed, direotly or indirectly will go toward the

2. A general federal sales tax.

3. A payroll tax on workers' wages.
4. An increase in the social Secunty tax.

den on those least able to pay.

the population).

“soaking the

Every one of these taxes is reactionary because it violates the
basic principle of ability to pay. Each one places the'heaviest bur-
Excise and sales taxes are passed

on to the consumer in the form of higher prices for the necessities. .
of life. The lowest income groups suffer most heavily from 'such
ltaxes because most of their income is spent on necessities and
therefore subject to tax. Sales taxes are supposed to be democratic
because both John Doe and J. P. Morgan pay the same percentage
tax, but they are in reality the most unfair of all possible taxes
because of the difference in ability to pay between John Doe and

_ J. P. Morgan. At the present time, according to a TNEC report,

| state and local excise and sales taxes take one dollar out of every |
five earned by the low income groups (representing two thirds of
If new federal excise and sales taxes are passed
by Congress, it is estimated that one dollar out of every three will

be taken from léw income earnings in the form of taxess

While the President in his message specified his objections to
a federal sales tax, that by no means guarantees that Congress will
not pass one nonetheless. He made only one concrete propnfal, an
increase of three billion dollars in social security taxes, and re-
quested Congress to make up its own mind on how to raise the
additional seven billion dollars in new taxes. Unless labor vigor-

\ ously intervenes, Congress can be expected to enact new taxes as
reactionary as the social security tax propesed by the President.

Proposals for payroll and increased social security taxes

strike directly at the living standard of the working class..

They are indirect wage cuts. They are especially vicious at

present, when the rising cost of living has all but nullified

L]

recent wage gains and is expected to reduce the purchasing
power of the dollar to 88 cents by spring, according to federal

%

officials.

war profits.

on comfortably.

Labor and the Colonial

| LABOR MUST DEFEND ITSELF!

Hauds off the right to strike!
defense of civil rights and all workers’
rights! Against any war!ime dictator-
ship measures!

Thirty hours a week; lhll"lj’ dollars the
minimum ‘wage; time and a half for
overtime! Rehire the jobless millions by
a six-hour shift!

Wage increases which meet rising costs!
No sales tax on consumer goods; no

and clothing prices at the 1940 level to
stop the rise in the cost of living!

No government contract without a union
contract! The closed shop in all war
industries!

Maintain and increase aﬂ gouerninent
social services! U "

~ SOAK THE RICH—LET THEM
/- PAY FOR THEIR WAR!

6. A government levy on capital to, cover
the costs of the imperialist war! Con-
fiscate all war profits!

Conscript all war
workers’ control!

7. industries
Expropriate the “Sixty Families”—the

8 per cent of the people who own 96
per cent of the national wealth!

LABOR ACTION’S PLATFORM

Against Both Capitalist War Camps!

of the Third Camp of Socialism!

For the

taxes on wages! Freeze rents and food’

under

For the Victory of World
Peoples! For the Victory

DEMOCRATIC RIGHTS
TO THE DRAFTEES!

9. The right of free specch\,. free press and °
free assembly for the men in the armed
forces! :

10. $60 a month minimum for draftees.

SMASH JIM CROW!
11. Down with Jim Crow and anti-Semitism!
All discrimination against Negroes in the.
Army and Navy, or by employers in in-
dustry, must be made a criminal offense!
12. For full social, economic and political
equality for Negroes!

BE PREPARED!

For Workers’ Defense Guards, trained
and controlled by the unions, against
vigilante and fascist attacks!

13,

For an Independent Labor Party and a
Workers’ Government! No political sup-
port to the Roosevelt government!

For Peace through Socialism! For im-
mediate | independence of all ca!'om'es.f
Only a socialist world will destroy ca
talist imperialism and fascist barbaristh.
For a League of Socialist Nations!

* The importance of India’s role in the war
grows from day to day. Not only is the
_country threatened with attack by Japan
{'éurm_a has already been attacked and in-

aded), but the Allied command empha-
izes the importance of the country as the
supply arsenal of the Middle East.
~In the pact signed by the twenty-six
“"United Nations' ‘India’s representative is
ncluded as ‘a signer.
man is a British appointee and no more
“represents India than one of Hitler's gau-
'Ielters or Quislings represents the country
'ver which he rules by armed might, does
1ot prevent the “‘democratic’ rulers from
qylng that India is one of the “"United

mpire, is not to be included in the bene-
its of the "“Atlantic Charter,”” one of whose
1ause5 provided for the right of self-de-

_A_II the more reuson, then, for LABOR
TION to condemn the treacherous steps
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The fact that this,

taken last week by the Working Committee
(executive body) of the Indian National
Congress. This body, meeting in Indiq,
ddopted a vaguely worded resolution which
clearly implied that the time had come to
abandon the struggle for India’s freedom
and, instead, to make some sort of a work-
ing bargain with the British authorities.

The Indian National Congress has; up
till now,, declared that the war was for im-
penallst purposes only and that India had
been dragged into it without consultation
and against its will. All this was true cmd
still is true!

But the leaders of the Congress were
fearful of starting a real mass struggle for
freedom from British rule—a struggle that
would have been ardently supported by the
country’s 400 million people. Instead, at
Gandhi’s request, they bargained, dillied
and dallied back and forth. They got noth-
ing. Now that India is threatened from
the outside, these Congress officials wish
to complete their treachery by rushing
straight to the British rulers for “protec-
tion.”” The British will fight to retain:In-
dia, naturally—so that ‘they may continue
to exploit that nation’s manpower and

- wealth as they have done for two cen-
turies. '

But if the Congress does succeed
making a deal with the British imperial-
ists it will not help the country to free it-

New York Lecture:

self—one cannot make deals with mortal
enemies of everything one jis supposed to
stand for. Instead, it will mean that the
Congress leaders promise to give up their
fight for independence and give all their
support to the Anglo-American war camp.
It will mean that the Congress has be-.
trayed its nationalist principles in exchange
for nothing—or empty promises, at best.
Even if this happens—and it will, in all
likelihood—the fight will continue as long
as India remains a colony of imperialism.
The workers and peasants still want free-
dom, even if their leaders have found it
convenient to sell out their principles. An
excellent illustration of what such a bar-
gain will mean is shown by the fact that
although there are 12, 000 political prison-
ers in the jails of India (admitted by the
British) only 500 -of th& big shots (offi-
cials and conservative nationalists) have
been freed. Less than 5 per cent! And it
‘is this 5 per cent who are trying to make
a bargain with the British. Smells to.us
like a dirty deal all aroumcl' ,

A Welcome
Step Forward

Dispatches from Russi;g report that the
Stalinist press has removed from its mast-
head the slogan, “Proletarians of all coun-
tries, unite!” and substituted the phrase,
“Death to the German .invaders!” . The
change is a welcome one to all who are
interested in reducing if not eliminating
altogether the confusion thc:l' exists in the
working class. _

The famous and noble war-cry of inter-
national socialism uttered by Karl Marx

and Frederick Engels almost a hundred

years ado was stolen by the Stalinist coun-

ter-revolution when it began its march to,

power. As it usurped the rule of the Rus-
sian workers and peasants, so it usurped
their t})onner. Nationalistic and reactionary
to the marrow of its bones; the Stalinist

_bureaucracy nevertheless found it expedi-

ent to march under the flag of interna-
tionalism and progress. But even so, the
Marxian slogan never meant anything to
it except: Proletarians of the world, unite
to keep the Kremlin autocracy fastened
on the necks of the Russian masses.

Now that even this slogan has been re-
placed by one worthy of any imperialist
ruler, the pretensions of the Stalinist gang
to any kinship with the working class are
more easily dispelled.  Every time the
Kremlin divests itself of its false garb and
appears in its true colors, it takes a step
forward so far as the interests of labor and
socialist clarity are concerned.

The latest step forward is welcome.
Masquerades, like any other form of de-
ceit, have only pernicious effects upon the

labor movement and the class struggle.

LABOR AND THE WAR

‘Speaker: MAX

SHACHTMAN

PLACE AND DATE TO BE ANNOUNCED
‘Watch for Details in Next Week’s Issue of Labor Action
Auspices: Workers Party, Local New York

Their Tax Pro'gram ‘and OQurs

In contrast to these “soak the poor” tax proposals, we propose
to pay for the war by “soaking the rich.” Our tax program is
very simple; we propose to get the money from those who can
afford it, i.e, the rich bosses.

1. A-100 per cent tax on all war profits.

2. A 100 per cent tax on all income over $20,000 a year.
3. A stiff tax on all corporale undivided profits.

4. A capital levy on accumulated capital.

Every one of our proposals is progressive because it places
the heaviest burden on those best able to pay. There is nothing
unreasonable about our first proposal, a 100 per cent tax on all
The present excess profits tax is a meaningless

farce. For the year 1940 it brought a total revenue of 100 mil-
lion dollars; for 1941, 400 million ‘dollars. -These are insignifi-
cant amounts compared to the colossal war profits being made
by big business or even compared to the excess profits tax of
World War I which yielded 1,639 million dollars in 1917. .It is
merely necessary to cite a recent report by the Federal Re-
serve Board, showing a 76 per cent increase in profits, after de-
dueting all taxes, of 633 large industrial corporation since 1939,
to show how the bosses are profiteering from the war,

Our second tax proposal would take away all income over
$20,000 a year. If is based on the simple proposition that $20,000
a year is just a little more than enough for any one person to live

WE PROPOSE:

Our third proposal would eliminate a favorite device now used
. by big corporations to .escape paying taxes. These “patriotic”
companies frequently lay aside vast sums as undivided profits in

An Editorial

the form of a reserve and

contingency fund, which fund is not

subject to taxation. It is estimated that the total of undivided prol’o
its of American corporations amounts to 60 billion dollars, mnre
* than next year’s total proposed war expenditure. 5
: The 'only way the government can reach this idle money is
" through a tax on undistributed profits, such as was enacted early :

in the depression and repealed a year later when big business anﬂ.
its journalistic mouthpiece squawked too loudly.

Where is the wealth of the country now? Ninety per cent of - ¥

it is in the hands of three

per cent of the people, that handful :

of financial dynasties known as “America’s Sixty Families.”

dollars.
dollars by this committee.

The only taxes these plutoerats pay now are the taxes on. their 7
yearly INCOMES. A capital levy would tax the accumtlated .
wealth and fortunes of America’s Sixty Families: E
words, it would tax what they have as well as what they make.- Wil
A capital levy would be the most lucrative source of revenue -
because the fortunes of the plutocrats are so. tremendous. The |
House of Morgan was estimated by the National Resources . .
Committee to control corporations and banks worth 31 billion'|
.Henry Ford's personal wealth was set at 760 mﬂlion

In other '

r

Giant corporations, such as the American Telephone Co,, the A
Chase National Bank and the New York Life Insurance Co. have

total assets in excess of three billion dollars:’ The country’s 200

In a word, our slogan is:
WA

largest companies have total assets of 81 billion dollars. A.20 per 5
cent capifal levy on this wealth, for example; would produce 16 .
billion dollars, more than what the additional taxes for 1942 are
expected to yield. A capital lev? would pay for the war witlumt
lmrtmg the living standards of the people.. JLE

“MAKE THE RICH PAY FOR THEIR 1o

Hill-Billy Fuehréf Says: No -

Strikes Allowed in Texas

By JOHN DEHNER

Prior to last summer's senatorial
election, Texas' senator, Lee O'Dan-
iel, was the cowboy music governor
of the state. O’Daniel submitted to
the state legislature last spring a vi-

_cious anti-strike law. The act is by

no means confined to defense indus-
tries.

While apparently designed to pre-
vent violenee in labor disputes, the
actual result of the law is to curtail
the right of collective bargaining by
hanging over the heads of unions
-and their members the actual threat
of prosecution and imprisonment in
the penitentiary for two years for
such a simple act as “interfering”
with a person who is working.

People down in Texas either, are
all for O'Daniel and his hill-billy
methods or are all-out against him
Those who know him well and those
who observe his dictatorial policies
see in O’Daniel another Huey Long.
But let us now consider the propo-

- sals he has made, and in barticular

the Texas anti-strike law and its
effects upon the people of Texas, in
order that we may be better able to
judge the rising new senator.

he act as written states in its
emergency clause that it is designed
to “protect industries of this state
from strikes”!- The act thereby sets
forth its very purpose—to prevent
strikes. Yet everyone knows that the
right to organize, strike and peace-
fully picket is one many times de-
clared a fundamental right by the
courts throughout the land. The
Texas law does not say that it is
designed sollely to'protect persons or
property or prevent the free move-
ment of commerce or encourage col-
lective bargaining, but says outright
that it is designed to protect indus-
tries from strikes,

By the terms of the act it is a
felony for any person to interfere
with another person while working,
or to congregate at a place where a
labor dispute exists and threaten or
engage in force, the purpose of which
és to prevent any person from work-
ing,

Under this infamous law, several
Houston Negro garbage workers who
were on strike were charged with
violation of this law because they
hooted at some of the scabs manning
vehicles they were accustomed to
drive, )

The law, does not require any in-
tent on the part of the accused to
do the very act which it denounces;
that is, the law does not require any

1}

Construction
Bossqs Are in
On Gravy, Too

The war profiteering splurge now
going on is not confined to any one
type of indusiry. The corporations
producing war goods are, of course,
profiteering most heavily, but the
other capitalists are doing very well
for themselves foo, thank you.

They're all working on the idea of
—grab wihile you can and grab a lot.
So that the grabbing is going all the

. way from war industries to bread

companies to construction companies.

Take the construction companies;
For the nine months ending on Sep-
tember 30, 1941, profits were $130,-
742,119 —an increase over the cor-
responding period in 1940 of 19 per
cent when these same companies
made a mere $108,813,133.

Twelve office equipment compa-
nies more than doubled their earn-
ings for the third quarter of 1941 as
compared with the third quarter of
1940, showing an increase from $4,-
314,681 to $8,861,380.

animus, as do all other penal laws.
For instance:

Suppose A and B are sitting in a
eafe drinking beer. Then enters C
(a'man on his way to make deliver-
ies to the cafe) and also D, who
comes in with C. D is not working,
but is merely a friend of C. For
some Teason, say a dislike of the
ties the entering men wear, A and
B provoke an argumenf with C and
D. Then A hits C and B hits D. Un-
der this new law, A is subjected to

presecution for a felony and sub-

jected to a two-year penitentiary sen-
tence for interfering with a man
while working, while B, who hits
D—a non-working man—is only sub-
ject to a very small fine of several
dollars for simple fighting. The re-
sult of this would be the same, even
though neither A nor B knew whe-
ther C or D were or were not work-
ing. '

When the act is applied to actual
situations (as the above) the result
is absurd. But empldyers and the

police are quick to take hold of the

opportunities permitted by the law
to break strikes as soon as they
arise. If a company guard on duty
provoked a picket and the picket

A

did so much as curse 'the guard, then,
the picket would be punishable un-
der the law for interfering with a !
man '(the guard) while working.!
This opens untold opportunities: for
the company to provoke slight dis-

turbances and secure the arrest of
the entire picket line and all' the =
union members in the neighborhood. -

. O'Daniel thus succeeded in doing
what the law says it is designed to
do: protect industries- from strikes’

Fortunately, the union '‘men_ :in
Texas—and  there are thousands of
them—are determined to fight this

law until the bitter end. Money has

been and is being raised to take a
test case to the United States Su-
preme Court so that the law will be
declared unconstitutional and strlck-
en from the books.

The first test case has arisen: in
Houston, where, on September 12,
Ted Sanford, 40-year-old refinery -
workers, was indicted and charged:
with mterfermg with a Worker a
cafe near Houston. “Santord '
connectlon with the cafe and no
terest ‘in any labor controversy
" Nevertheless, he was arrested and
held for trial under the antl-strlke
law.

The Strange Silence
of the Militant '

Immediately after the declaration of war 1n this country, the Natlonal
Committee of the Workers Party made public a statement of its opinion, -

which appeared in Labor Action. In

doing so, it merely complied with the

elementary duty of a working-class socialist organization. With the outbreak
of the war, it acquitted itself of its first responsibility—the solemn and un-
ambiguous reaffirmation of its internationalist stand against imperialist war :
The Thomasite Socialist Party issued a statement at about the same time,
according to its lights. Even the ghost of the Socialist Labor Party let itsel.t'
be heard from in an official declaration on the war. :
The Socialist Workers Party, however, made no statement of its posmon,
either when the war broke out or in the more than four weeks period that has:

_elapsed since then. Neither has The

Militant, spokesman of the Cannomtes,-.

had a single word to say about its position on the war in the past month. I
fact, it has talked about everything else except what every radical worker ha

rightfully looked for it to say.

What is the explanation of this strange silence? What does it mean? . « M

Unofficially, it seems, spokesmen of

the SWP have stated that its- posmon is

too well known to I\'equue another statement and that, besides, its posmon
was already stated in the course of the Minneapolis trial. This is frue in so0
far as its position BEFORE the declaration of war is concerned. But that is

not the point. What is involved is
AFTER the declaration of war,
and not merely a prospect.

precisely the question of its positi

NOW that the war is a fact in this count

Another thing that remains unexplained is the failure of the SWP to reply
to a communication sent it by the Workers Party. On December 11, 1941 the
Workers Party wrote the National Committee of the SWP proposing the draft

organizations. The letter said: “It is

.ing of a joint statement against the imperialist war, to be signed by the tw

neither necessary nor possible, as you

know, for us to arrive at an agreement on all the aspects of the Second:
World War. However, it is our opinion that sufficient agreement does exisi
between us on the decisive questions of the United States in the Second ;
World Wa.r, to make both possible and urgently necessary, a joint ﬂec!am £

ThlS letter, as stated, has not been answered; not even its receipt has bee
acknowledged. The strained and haughty attempts of the Cannonites to “ig-
nore” our existence, so pathetically comical in the past are not a suﬂ‘iment '.‘
explanation for their failure fo respond this time. There is more than this,
involved, and not a few comrades—supporters of the SWP—are ms:st.ent on

establishing just what is involvéd.

Can there be any connection between the singular silence of the SWP on.
the one side and the notorioys theory advanced months ago by its Ieader,
according to which the SWP would “telescope” the two tasks of fighting iﬂr

socialism and at the same time defending the capitalist fatherland? *

M.S. ;

PHILADELPHIA LECTURE:

Labor and the War

Speaker: MAX SHACHTMAN

National Secretary of the Workers Party

SUNDAY, January 18, at 8:15 P. M.

810 LOCUST STREET, PHILADELPHIA .
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