_Cdng ress --Pi'eves'-- ltself
To Be the Bitter Enemy
Of the American Workers
' -AN  EDITORIAL—

! The Congress of the United States has proved once more, in
the manner in which it has handled the problem of priorities un-
employment, that it is the bitter enemy of the American working
people.
- Every time a congressman makes & speeeh uﬂuckmg Hnﬂer,

it is almost ‘invariably followed by some uctlon attacking the
American workers.

The Congress of the United States, always' the tool of capi-
talist reaction, always looking after the interests of privilege,
monopoly, big business ond the profiteers, has now distinguished
itself by a series of acts so openly anti-labor, so completely un-
compromisingly reactionary, that it is necessary for the labor
movement to pay some attention to- this situation.

Let us list but a few of its recent anti-labor acts:

1) Just before the entrance of this country into the war, it
was preparing to pass one or another of .a series of anti-strike
bills which would .have crippled the/ American labor movement.

2). It has prepared a series of proposals, through the Senate
Byrd Committee on Economy, to cut every important social serv-
ice which the workers still.enjoy—NYA, WPA etc.

3). It is'now preparing new tax bills which’ will smash at the
.pocketboeks of the American workers while Iecwmg the war prof-
iteers in comparative comfort

4) 1t has passed a ''price control” bill wh:ch is a complete
fraud and which connot stop rising 'prices nor prevent disastrous
inflation:

5) And now, most spectacular of eII, it hes sabotaged and
well nigh killed a bill to give aid to hundreds of thousends of
workers who have lost their jobs because of the fact that their
plants are being retooled for war production.

BILLIONS FOR WAR, BUT UNEMPLOYED. ..

The very same Congress which has voted the incredible sum
of 156 BILLION dollays to defray the cost of the imperialist war
refuses to give a measly 300 million dollars to help the priorities
unemployed, who are out of work through no fault of their own,
but rather because of the greedy bosses who refused to convert
to war production before.

- These congressional booridogglers who have just voted them-

selves lifelong' pensions have the galling qudacity to say that if-

they vote to give the priorities unemployed $24 q week, that will

be ‘an incentive not to work!

** ' These congressional puppets of Wall Street who do absolutely

nothmg obout war profiteering and “‘defense brokers,” are against
pampermg the auto workers by gwmg them enough to eat!

"SACRIFICE“ TALK IS THE BUNK

Al the. talk  of these peanut politicians ubour “"sacrificing”
equelly for-the war is directed exclusively ot labor; they wink their
eyes at the dollar-a-year men and the | profiteers, They see in the
war an oppcrl'umty to defeat their mést haté #ﬁemr;-f the ‘Amer-
ican: lobor movement. They: prove in practice what LABOR AC-
TION has maintained: the war is an imperialist war fought in the
interests of the boss class and the imperialists. _

"1t is time for American labor to take stock.. It is time to rec-
ognize that the Congress of the United States is an enemy of the
workers, and will elwclys be. one so long as it is controlled by the
two' capitalist parties, Democratic and Republican.

It is time to recognize the need for independent labor action -
on the political front.

‘Drive the cuplmltsr boondogglers out of offleef Labor must
have its own independent political party, democrdtically organ-
ized and based on the trade_union movément! Labor needs its
own men in Congress—not “the self-styled "fnends who are
friends unly until the morning after election, but men from the
shops and factories and farms who con speak: for and fight for
their own ciessl

T}ns is ‘@ circulation appeal. - You probably don’t like to
read circulation dppeals smce you re ted up Wlfh phony ad-
verhsmg

AII nght then here |t 1s—--short end sweet : r

F YOU SEND us ONE DOLI.AR YOU LL RECEWE
I-ABOR ACTION AND THE NEW INTERNATIONAL FOR
SIX MONTHS! - -
 TWENTY-FIVE ISSUES OF uaon ACTION AND SIX
ISSUES OF THE NEW INTERNATIONAL FOR ONE DOL-
LAR!

C(1f you live in New. York City, it's $1 25]

- We know you'll agree to this: THERE ARE'NO OTHER
PUBLICATIONS IN THE COUNTRY WHICH PRESENT THE
CASE FOR SOCIALISM IN SUCH A HARD HITTING
STRAIGHTFORWARD WAY!

Smee the war begcm we hdve received an unprecedented
number of letters—some- Ieudatery, others critical, but all
agreeing ds to LA’s, indispensability.

And when you see the latest issue of The New Interna-
tlonal ‘with'its. lively and vdried contents, and its new, modern
formof——-—you I ‘agree 'that you want both!

DOnt delay. The sooner you send in your dollar, the
sooner you'll get LABOR ACTION and The New Interna-
tlenal-n-—-ond the sooner we'll be c:ble to widen ‘our circulation!

You ¢an’t offord to miss this offer. You need the LABOR
ACTION and The New International; they need yoy!

Fill out this blank and enclose your dollar:
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Report Shows '
Low Wages of
Majority of
Populahon

A revealmg pxcture of - the iact

that ' the everwhelmmg ma;onty of
the Amerlcan; .population are work-

ers in the lower income braeketb
was given this week in.a ‘report.is-
sued by Seeretaly of the Tleashry
Morgenthau

Acccording to - ‘his ‘table, there: are-
'48 167,000

meome earners - in -the
United States.

down the ‘wage' groups so that there

is revealed the different categories

of ‘wages. and' income. =The truth
they establish about the real status
of the American working class bears

out-all that “we have been saying'

for a long time.

It may surprise many people to.

‘The ‘table breaks'

£

A\
1

know. that there are 3,324,000 Work- . .

ers. earning- between $.00 and $10.00

a week.

There: -are 4975000 werkers who
eatn ‘between $10.00 -and ‘$15.00-'a

week | while 5,470,000 ' workers . re-
cewe wages between $15.00 and- $20 00
a week.

The 1largest. wage group is’ that
eatning between $20.00° and $3000 a
week. This group! numbers 10.?4'1-
{)00 persons.

What is of highest s;gniﬂeance is
the fact that there are "13,769,000
workers ‘earning less -than  $20.00 a
week. ‘There are 24,516,000 workers

earning ‘legs than $30.00 a week aml_ 4

32.263,060 workers_earning . less..
$40.00 /a ‘week. That is - less than is
needed for a deoent stamhrd of !iv-
ing. :

If ‘the $4000 to $5000 a week group
is included, it will Be found that 38.-
057,000 workers are included, or 79
per cent of the total incomé earners
in.the country.

Contrasted: to the. overwhelming
majority of ‘the: working population
are the éarnings of the higher brack-
: Those . earning $100 to $150 a
week number 1,059,000; between $150

. (Geﬁunﬁed on page 4)

"SCRAM! NO_'__PARASITES WANTED'”

A

Race Bias Exposed at Government Hearmg
CIO Representatwes ‘Take Firm. Stand Agemst Dlscrlmmehon |

By SUSAN G’REEN

NEW YORK CITY Feb 17-~N0t only
do eerperetwns with- government
dontracts practice rank and rotten
race. dlsermuna‘uon in hulng ‘work-
ers, but, they are fully supported by
government agencies such, as 'em-
ployfnent bureaus . and publxe train-
ing schools. -

This. sme!h' ﬂtuatlon was oﬁ‘ic;ally

aired ‘before the Conmnittee on Fmr_

Empieymeat Praetlees holding hear-
ings An this city;: Febru,ery 16 and 17,

on’ complalnts “in- the meLropohtan'

district. This committee was created
by the - Presldeni who " is: Céommand:

er-in-Chief of ‘an. Army; Navy and
Air Corps guilty- ‘ot the grossest anti-
Négro bias. £7s

Every govemment war contract
has a ¢lduse supposedly binding the
corporation /. not: to . discriminate
against’ wt)rkers beeanse of -race,
color, rehglon or couritry of origin.
This empty. gesture was made by
Pre&dent Roosevelt in’an atbempt to

pIacate\ the aroilsed ‘Negro . pepu.la-
tion . after the threatened: march on
Washington last- July —which - was
abandoned, by .its :weak-kheed;lead-
ers. But; as;was to be expected, :the
bésses. do not: tegard:- this' clause of
their contracts with the-same seri-
ousness as, for instance, those clatses
which pertain to their rate: of profit.

The Wright ‘Aercnautic 'Corp: of
Patet'son, - one of ‘the -two. largest
builders of airplane motors, a ;sub-
sidiary - 6T . Curtiss-Wright, -was .put

on:the carpet. . Of the 18,000. workers -

it ‘employs,~a ‘mere: 121 are.Négroes,

and:‘they “are: permztted 1o de eniy-

heavy or memal f]rabc.‘)r ;
The *Wright ;anti-Negto. iaber pol-

jey s also theipolicy of the Paterson.
Vocational Fraining: School. “Of 4,000
“The. .
Wright Corp. controls the: advisory:

students . nof one is:a ‘Negro.

board of the :school and. also-its fac-
ulty. The 'New.Jersey State Depart-
ment - of “Educatién. . condones - this

domiriation of a state 'mstitutien by

a prwdte corporation The New Jer-
sey State Employmen& ‘Bureau cor
operates by not sendmg Wr;ght any

_Negre epplica.nts

A Typieal Csse i E v
Robert Smith, Negre a un.iversity

-graduate and’ expert electrician, tes-

tifidd “against. the Wright company.
His_ story is typical of the. “freédom”
ei empleymeut enjoyed by the “Ne-
gro_ worker.. Mr, Smith- answered an
ad Afor’ an electrle:an. and his qtlahﬁ-
eatiens were 50 exeel!eut that he re-

ceived a spectial. dellvery letter to

call at the Wright ‘plant-in Paterson.
That Was 'beforé the Compahy knew

the'coldr of his skin. “When he called:

he’ was £61d - thé eempany does. vot
emplqy Negtoes  as. eléctricians:  If
he ‘wished, ‘he eould heve a ]Db in t.he
foundry. ; :

Having- been out of work for three
menths, My, Snuth mek thé job: The
bulletin boa:d in the toundry “promi-

(Gﬂnﬁnned on gmge 3)

Alrcrnﬂ‘ Workers,

Attention!

" The Bell Aircraft Corp. of
Buffalo reported a profit of
$1,970,645 for 1941 after
tax .and’ contingency deduc-
tions. This compares with
$284,745 for 1940, and rep-
resents ‘an. increase of 692
per cent! In reality the prof-
its of Bell were far ‘higher,
really almost twice as much
as the above figure. Beli
applied $1,200,000 to its
contingency fund (o fund

_for future emergencies) us-

-ing o trick which oll the large
" corporations are now using:
hiding their immense profits
by putting part. of them in
abnormally large conhngen—
cy funds.

. _-attaeked the bill.

"ing in the war program.
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Behmd the l.-"all oi Smgapore

I two months the troops of the Japanese Emi-

pire. drove their .way ' through .the unpasa:able
sw‘emps" and “I;agermﬁested 3ungles" of Malaya.

UIn two. days ‘lhese game troops tore to bits the,
rmghty .defenses ' of “1mpregnab1e Bingdpore Is-
land" -and swarmed all over, the Glbraltar of -the

Far East. ‘It. couldn’t happen, but ‘it did!-

‘Gone are the airfields, the naval guns (all
pointing the wrong -way!), the $400 000,000 naval
base-—never  used -except for ONE week-—and
built by 20 years of labor.

Japan now, controls the South China seas and
the awater exits ‘and inlets into" the Indian Ocean.
Japan now runs the rubber plantations, the rice
fields and the tin minés that formerly belonged
_to the British.: Japan now is immeasurably. sireng-
thened to strike deeper into the Dutch East Indies

a.nd at Burma and. Iudm Every rruhtary authority

admiits! the harshness of the blow; gevermnent

spokesmen talk about “the worst ig yet t.o come

~By- Heury Judd

Churchill faces the -crisis: of his eareer-—emoeth
wlced words:will nét sausfy the critics. . .
Evéryené asks: W’hy did it happen" From . all
sides the answers come; Br1hsh ‘bungling, stupid.i-
ty, short51ghtedness, inefficiency. -Failure to apply
“scorched earth” . is cited; IaJ.Iure to, ergamz.e a

‘proper .air defense is pomted to.

All this is’ true. Brmsh mzhtanem-»rm:; by aﬂ'

mlstocratlc caste-—v\ 4s never notorious for brains!

Bu‘t it's all superﬂclal ‘and secondary. Thete

is a reason a theusand times ‘more important u‘.n-
_explaining the Smgapme flasco.

Malaya and Singapore fell because’ the peo-
ple, the 12,000,000 Malayans, Chmese and In-
dians--didn't give a damn which side won.

. LABOR “ACTION has - published articles ex-
plaining - the attitude of these colonial peoples-—
explaining how, after 100 years of British exploi-
tation in ‘the mines ‘and: on the plantations—they

felt ‘neither side had anything to offer them in the
way of .democtacy, independenceé or improved ‘-

living standards, When the war began they fled
to the hills and stayed there. .

Nor. did the British make the slightest effort
to win over the people,: even when the going be-
came toughest. They | wouldnt .arm them; ‘they
weuldnt even build alr raid ' shelters for them
(those were for whites only!)

Cecil Brown ‘said on the radio; “At Panang the

'Brmsh military sutherities "ordered the évacua-

tion without, tonsulting the govetnment. They re-
fused to evacugte anyone execept Eurepeans. All
Chinese, Malayans and’ Indians. were left to their
fate.. ' That was the bt‘gi.nmng of considerable dif-
ficujties with ' the natives in Malaya.”
That was the beginning | of the end for the British,
too!)' -

" AlV of thislig a deliberate policy of the British.
It proves the imperialist character of ‘the war they
are ‘conducting. Yes, they ‘want to win—and keep
their precious colonies: at the me time. Sure,

(Continued en page 4y

(You bet!’

T}
PLOYE

A powerful and /ominous
drive to defeat the bill- now -
pending in the House of. Repre i
sentatives, which would 'grant
$300,000,000 to' help workers’
who have lost their jobs because

of . “'priorities unemploymenh'
was begun this week by various

congressmen, " governors ' and
other defenders of capitalist Inl.erests
and labor haters. ;

It is weeks now since Presldenl-
Roosevelt — influenced by ‘the pres-
sure exerted by the labor movement
—asked for an appropriation of -$300;-
000,000 to aid the priorities unem-
ployed. Since then the bill has been
kicked around from congressional:
committee to committee. As far back '
as January 17, the problem was be-
ing’“explored” by the House Appro-
priations Committee; some' time later

/it was taken oyer by the House Ways

and Means Committee.

All this while the number of pri-
orities ' unemployed ' was . steadily '
growing, until there are hundi‘eds
of thousands. Leaders of the United
Automobile Workers Union, . whosé
members were mainly ‘affected by
the conversion to war production,. d
clared that they couldn’t be held re-
sponsible for the consequences  if
some form of relief were not vote
in other words, that they ' couldn
restrain their members from, mili-
tant action unless the grant was
passed by Congress.

And " then there suﬂdenly took
place an amazing series of attacks on:
this bill. Governor after governor.
Stassen of 'Missouri, Saltonstall. of
Massachusetts, Lehman of New Yotk

Why? =~

-1t would lead to the ‘federahzatmn
of ‘unemployment ‘insurance,’’ ‘they
said. < What hooey! . The workers
who've been laid off from theit job
don’t care a hoot in hell about th
They don't care whether relief
local, state or federal — what they
want is to get it. That's Point 1. on
thelr agenda. ;

Who Can Handle the Preblem?

But as a matter of fact, at the pre
ent time the only agency in a posi~
tion to handle the situation-is the
federal government. Leave the:pro
lem to the states and the workers are
sure to starve.

+ S0 the unemployment
system . will . be [ederallzed"
what? Who cares? '

Then there began' the parade
representatives from. the bosses’
sociations, the Chambers ‘of Com
merce, elc. Every reactionary . fake
and good - for - nothing: ' scoundre
shrieked, at. the top of his lungs
the unemployed workers didn't he
the' extra relief—everyone ‘had..th
say. at the Ways and Means. Commny;

- tee hearing except the workers thefn

selves. /

According to the New York ’I‘im
the majority of the House Ways a
Means Committee is opposed to t
bill ‘and' will not eveén:report ‘the
measure out to the House. Thls

.slaught against labor's rights- is “jus

tified” by some mimbéijumbe abou
fears: of . “socmlogleal -aims", -mtrl;_
In othe

words, the congressmen don't' wan
any aid to labor.or the:unemployed
to take place during tbe war, - '!'1:
one thing. they'll tolerate is war prof:
iteering by the capitalist. eless fo
the good and simple reason that tha
is why the war is being fought ]

the first place.

Incentive to Idleness?

The reactionary eongressmen
“justified” their opposition’ 1o fh
bill' by declaring that :if - it wen
passed fhere’d be a. “premium o
idleness” and ‘“workers wouldn't]
want: to go back to work.”:

What reactionary .and ' vile .s
this is! We should like to sugg
that these Congressmen try livi

' (Continued on page 4)

“Friend” of Chmcl _
“Enemy” of Japan'

“British interests required l_:s to.
keep cut of the quarrel which
broken out in the Far East and
wantonly throw away our old
valued friendship with Japan. It
in the interest of all the world |
Taw and order should be establit
in the nerthem part of Lhina. e

(Winstnn Churchill, 1935, whi
Japan invaded Manchuria.
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ARE POLES HUMAN BEINGS?

Wherevet' the Nam have been occupying a Eumpean nation théir irfirie-
diate fask has beén 1o sﬁ‘lp the country of é\?erythm§ \f; "c_h could be s’efu]
to' the Germaﬁ mi]jfary machine Thé}f' long rdfige aim ‘has been, edp
4n the: East, 15 sd lower th‘é material and ‘culfural sté s.of the dp’ﬁres:;ed
nation as to weakén its imwer to remst and aegrade tod semi-a 1cu]tural
level. In ord&f' 5 procéed. successfully with sueh d poliéy it was dbsolutely
necessary to- impress on the German soldiers and workers that the conquered
nat dﬂé Were seti-bdrbaric and not worthy of having any _dthél fatt’.‘ i

It was eSdential fot the Nézis to tolihiteract all tehdeheids oh beéhall of
THans tb regard the people ol‘ con%;uef‘ed countries ds brothérs sharing
n effort, ot tht-

Nazi propa&éﬁda fhachinié was directéd to impress the
the essentlal différénces between thethse}ves and Polish, Czeth and- Rusmsin
‘workers. Profisés of thé future prwilegeﬂ posltloh of German WOﬂ:érs as
compared with the workers of the rest of Europé weére libérally dlstribuf:eﬂ
Yet-it seems that the common people of Germany have not been very much
mpressed with this propaganda We have already reported signs of class sol-
“idarity between French workers and German soldiers; and here is an extract
trom a-German paper showing similar tendencies in the East. i

‘' The “Ostdeutscher Beobachter,” a Nazi paper pubhshed in western Polar{d
& réports that a celebration was held at the Leader Sehool of the Nazi Labor
i Front at the end of the- term. The repr esentatlve of the Gaulelter delivered
- a speech in which he said:

"A si.ruggle is being wage:l today between two mtions—the l’oleé and
‘the Gerrnans Weé must keep the fruits of the German victory. There can
" bé no comipromise ahd no sentimentality. THERE ARE GERMANS WHO
E-‘f ‘DO NOT REALIZE THAT POLES MUST BE TREATED WITH APP]%D‘
5 PRI’A']_'.‘E SEVERITY. THEY STILL ARGUE THAT ‘POLES ARE ALSO
liiJMAN BEINGS. There is but one answer tq such don‘bt&—we are
'-_human beings, too, and boda.y we fight for otir liberty, fpr living spate,
an d for leadérship of the world, which should righifully be ours.”

: There have. aise receritly been several trials in Czeehoslbvékia and Po'land
e 'against Germans who were accused of having givenfood or fation cards to
2 stﬂwrng Jéws and Pohsh and Czech workers. In every case they were con-
= ,demned {6 long prison terms for “race treason.” The Hitler regime: realizes

. very clearly the extreme danger of such fraternization between members of
 the oppressed nations and members of the “master people.” But the self:
. styled “antifascists” of the various governments in exile work only into the

hands of Hitler when they seek to stir the undoubtedly strong nationallst
ydeneies in the occupled countries to a hatred against “the German" in
gen?eréll A German soldier who hearsof their plans to disintegrate Germauy
and destroy Germén economy forever is only pushed back into the hands of
" Hitler; and “national solidarity,” which is weakening inside Germany, can
_cmly be reinforced by such propaganda. Only when emphasis is laid on umoil
oi‘ all oppressed, inside and outside the “national” borders, can sympathy pe
won Reallzatlon by German soldiers that “Poles are human beings” and
& censaxousness among Polish workers that the German soldiers are “poor fel=
_ ‘lows just like us” is revolutionary dynamite inside enslaved Europe.

-'-f_xGAm THE SLOW-DOWN

;! ‘Suppression of all legal methods of defense against the Nam domination
i’._.crea‘tem all kinds of ingenious devices on behalf of the workers in oeeupled
térritories. Very clever methods are devised in order to. harm the German
ar machine without the.risk of being shot because of sabotage. Here is a
report from Kladno, Czechoslovakia:

; “The public health authorities of the pmteetorate are confronted by a
-'-,ﬁ:lystery the Kladno mining area a peculiar epidemic of mﬂuenza has
'brolwﬁ out. It is a unique kind of influenza. It spreads only among the
.ﬁiﬂu& comithunities and does not affect women and children. Iis victims
-are 'to be found ehieﬂy among the young workers of Czech, nationality.
2 “A comforting sign is that this influenza epidemic has not yet caused
_-any deaths. After a few days have elapsed; durhlg' which ‘the ‘patiént is
s incapable of work, he gradually improves and recovers, In most of the
. ‘cases; however, a relapse oceurs in the course of from 14 to 28 days. The

- main result of this influenza; however, is that it ha§ daused a consider-
able decrease in the efficiency of the workmen in the minés.”

Pme Workers Notes from
Feather River Canyon

Local 6-28, International Wood-
orkers of America, Portola, Calif.,
recently endorsed a rasolution in
s’u‘p’pott of the conviected CIO mili-
tants in Minneapolis and -contributed
$10 to the Civil Rights Defense Com- ty, John L. Lewis regained some of
mittee to support their appeal. the ' popularity around here he lost
e . in his 1940 flop for Willkie. Of course

in the
workers have realized,. what with

Roosevelt’s stnke-breakmg tactics at
North American Aviation and the
shipyards in Oakland, Calif,, that
both candidates were of the same
canber and that if Lewis had called
for an independent Liabor Party; he
or other disabilities couldn’t partici- really would have done the workers
pn’te int the armed forces,thought that 2 good turn.
hére might be their chance “to do L4
_eir ‘bit.” But a slow wave of re- On Wednesday, January 21 ‘the in-
; ulswn followed as the truth of the itial number of thé “Intérnational
1 Harbor catastrophe leaked out. Woodworker” was printed. It is the
so as they cooled off and had time new official organ of the Interna-
. to analyze the main purpose of the tional Woodworkers of America, be-
i kState Guard, as has been proved in ' jng the result of the consolidation of
thé “Woodworker,” formerly pub-
lished by the Columbia River Dis-
trict, and the. “Timber Worker,” for-
merly pubhshed by the 1nternat10na1
office, which was to a great degree
Stalinist dominated. With a unified
official organ henceforth, there
should besno divided, cunﬂlcting and
confusmg publicity. The new papeér
was welcomed by Local 6-28, IWA,
Portola, and for practically the first
time the bundle order was insuffi-
cient to fill the demand.

neither the 'AFL nor:the CIO weré
authorized in any way or had the
power to waive for-the duration of
the war their weapon of the strike.

With his recent call for labor uni-

"\-;At the time of the Pearl. Harbor
iné:dent in. December there was a
natiiral tsurge of indignation and a
consequent interest in the proposed
rmation of d State Guard unit here
Pottola Many union members
ho-on account of age, dependents

'lves bound by the

, 3

three-point
ace program of the indusiry-labor
nference. They feel that heads of

intetvening period many

Arhericﬁh Lab6F in the Last World War

Workers Met High Living Cost

With

(Thlq Is the second in a series ot
afticles oni Ameriéan 1abor during
the last war. The ﬁtéi article; piib-
lishied 1ast week; describéd How the
workeéis cost of living rosé above
fheir wages levels. This. Set'ond
article deecrlbee the series of
strikes. resultlng from that situa-
tion.—~Editor.)

L]
By §YLVIA m:hﬁmt.

The workmg Gifiss ifi the last WHr
did not také tHé disparity betwéeén
wiages and cost of living lying down:
They couldnt afford to, and the only
way they could keep their heads
above water was by striking.

In 19813-14 .and the ﬁrst half of
1915 the country was in.one of its
periodic depressions. By the rmddle
of 1915 the coufifry became one of
the chief producers 6f munitions,
foodstuﬂs and other war needs As
the .war whee‘ls began to turn. the
labor movement entered a- peribd of
organlzatlon and strikes. Just as to-
day, labor knew that if it did not
get sametmng out of &l the proﬂts
being madé; it wolld be out in the
cold.

During 1915 16 thereﬁ were 4924

Wi
increases and 129 ﬁﬁalnst wﬁge cuts.
A great mény wéré for union recog:
nition =

'I‘he rallread WBr'kérs weré efn*ry--

Budd Workers
Eagei‘ for
NLRB Deécision

PHILADELPHIA - 'I‘en thousand
working men, emp]oyees ot the E. G.
Budd Co., are anxipusly. awalhng the
decision which will soon be handed
down by the frial examiner of the
Labor Board, so that, without fear
of 1mmed1ate dlslnlssal. they ecan
hold a -démoeratic electmn in Phila-
delphia’s “Citadel of Fascism.” This
will be a novelty, as the empioyees
heretofore havé been iorced to vote
for self-confessed company men—
those “apprentice Napoleons” who
dominate the Budd company union,
the Employees Representative Asso-
ciation; Eowever, the empieyees re=
alize the ERA is a-front office aﬂ’an'
contdining no element of democracy.

The saga of the E. G. Budd Co. is
not  unlike the brutal 1tory whmh
has been written in blood by the
totalitarian masters. The history of
this “arsenal of democracy” isin
reality a tragic tale of ‘economic and
inhuman oppréssion. . The Budd plant
is lcnow in Phﬂadelphia and through-
out thé automotive industry as the
"slaughterhouse" The tremendous
accident rate in this plant is due
primarily to - the highly pohshed
piecework system under which the
majority of employees work. This
is the old, old system by which the
well fed industrialist forces men into
excessive labor; as production rises,
rates are slashed heartlessly. On
many of the jobs, the piecewerkers
have had their rates cut so low they
are forced to work for the day rate,
which is 60 cénts an hour,

The Budd plant has a Yearly ‘turn-
over of 5,000 men. Employees w:th
years of seniority are cast into the
streets to make way for new faces.
This. is the method 1:orrru-rr11.lr em-
ployed (béfore UAW-CIOQ) by Henry
Ford fo discourage militant organi-
zatlon : ¥

On election day, the “free” em-
ployees in this “irsenal of dEmoera-
cy” are herded to the polls( not un-
like the “free” eltlzens in a totali-
tarian state) Where they have the
prl\rllege of vbtmg “yeg' or . .
“yes” It is not difficult' to under-
stand why the ERA freceives Such a
landslide vote. H;tler ‘does equally
well.

In spite of vicious anti-labor prop-
aganda and ruthless discrimination
against union members, the employ-
ees are enlisting under the UAW-
CIO banner. On the day the con-
tract is signed; the vicious open shop
policies will be a thing of the past.
The employees may then enjoy, with
their 5,000,000 brothers, the fruits
of organization. .

ing. ciﬁ a strugéle fm the mgh{ heur
day and tifffe and & half .fot oveér-
time. Vet 35, 000 tailroad workérs
on 52 lines got fegether and. in; the
midst 6f the wat boorn, Augu
decidéd_that it was fiow or fevet.

The Big Four announced that un-
lesg a settlement was reached the
1a1!rcmd WGTk&I‘S’ W‘auld s‘mke Thé}*
Knew théy were a vital cog in the
maching, and so dié the government.
While the compariies refused to come
to an &gréement with the unions,
Pre51dent Wilson asked Congress tfo
endet an eight-hour-day law for the
railroads. Congress did so two days
before the strike deadline.
Machinists’ Strike
. As d result of a strike of munitions
workers led by the International As-
sociation of Machinists in Bridgeport,
Conn., which spread to several muni-
tions centers in other states, 60,000
machlmsts in the East won the eight-
hour day 'and a forty -eight - hour
week.

In 1016, the New York 1ongsho1e-
men struck for a signed contract and
payment of double time for handling
war munitions and explosives.

The garment workers in New York,
Philadelphla and Boston struck'and
won union’ shop agreements

_October,

sreat Wave of Strikes

strikes involving 240,000 workers.
This bosseés' afency stated thdt
. demands for higﬁer wages weré
ihe most_frequent catsé for Stfikés.
Inéréaséd cost of livfng . réhdily
accountéd for this.”

However, while in the A.prﬂ to
1917, period 455 strikes
WErE fof wage Incféases exclusively;
230 strikes were for hlghér wages
plus closed shep condltmng Of the
lattér 208 endeﬂ in compromise, the
wage deméand beifig granted; but not
the tlosed shop.

While the government dnd indus-
try were debating proposals for no
more strikes for the duration of the
war, open shop, compulsory arbitra-
tion boards whose “decisions must
bind all parties to the dispute” the
workers wer “debating” on the pick-
et line.

There was the lumber workers’
strike in the Pacific Northwest, Cop:
per miners struck in Arizona, marine
workers in Puget Sound and the
Chicago stockyards went out.

More boards were set up. But
none of them stemmed the tide. The
class str uggle could be albltrated no
more in {ime bf war thsan in time of
peace. Labor felt its might and knew
its importance.

Many of labor's demands, like the .

eight-hour day and time and a half,
seem. rather modest to us today. But
11 labor ism't on guard during this
war wé may have to fight for these
demands all over again. It is well to
refnémber that it is due to these pm-
neerlng efforts of thé labor move-
ment that we enjoy many advantages
now. _ ;

. And labor still has a struggle for
one important demand that
caused many strikes in the last war
““the fight. for the closed shop. In
order to understand labor during the
last war, it is necessary to note the
héroie struggles fought by the much
maligned and persecuted Interna-
tional Workers of the World (IWW).
Since the rise of the CIO we have
comé to accept the principle of in-
dustrial unionism as a necessity in
the labor movement. But in the last
war, the craft-conscious AFL  won
many demands for the highly skilled
workers while the laborers in. the
steel mills, lumber ecafnps, textile
mills, ete, went unorganized and un-
dexparcl The IWW fought valiantly

and uncompromidingly: for the. inters-

ests of these workers, the most ex-
ploited sections: of the American
working class, most of whom today
are organized by the CIO.
IWW Pressure

The pressure of the IWW on. the
AFL bureaucracy played a big role.
In its tireless efforts to organize the
American working class, the ITWW
was a thorn in the side of the AFL
leaders who might otherwjse have
been all too ready to slide along.
Testimony of the role played by the
AFL bureaucracy is to be found in
the “American Labor Year Book of
1919-1920.”

“Authority and responsthillty
within the American labor move-
ment have to a very great degree
passed over from the executive of-
fices of the AFL to the meetings
and local councils of the rank and
file. We have international unions
stronger in numbers and in finan-
cial showing than ever before, and
we see the AFL gathering in hun-
dreds of thousands of new mem-
bers, with scarcely an effort as
compared with the days before Eu-
rope went to war. But the initia-
tive and the power of action on the
industrial batilefield had slipped
from the national leaders’ hands.”

Prior to the declaration of war,
defense labor boards had- been set up
to deal w1th the numerous strikes.
Many AFL officials sat on these
boards, But they had less effeet on
the rank and file than the govern-
ment hoped. Thé worker had to live
and in the words of an old labor song
Ae couldn't say, “Please, Mr. Boss,
a little raise; the cost of living is
going up.” He had to say, “Strike,
strike, strike, not please, Mr. Boss.”

The National Industrial Confer-
ence Board, an employers’ research
agency, found that in the first seven
months of war (between April 6 and
October 6, 1917) there were 3,000
strikes. In' 1918 there were 3,353

also

PRESS
ACTION

“At one of the factories in Chicago
where we have been distributing for
2 months, we have received literally
scores of inquiries from the workers
as to who runs the paper, and we
have discussed taxes, wages and em-
ployment problems with many of
them, The enthusiastic response has
enabled us to triple the number of

LABOR ACTIONS distributed. Yes-

terday two fellows told us that they
had intended to send a telegram to
LABOR ACTION congratulating it
for its presentation of the mews from
the workers' point of view. And one
worker came up and asked to sub-
scribe to our paper. Another told us
that he would soon attend the Labor
Action Institute we run here in Chi-
cago.”
L ]

In the past two weeks LABOR
ACTION has received the Io‘liowmg
sutbscriptions:

Chieago , s St

New York

MisgOOr isncisnacimnman.
Michigan

b d

Total
.

As announced on page 1 of this
week's LABOR ACTION, our spe-
cial subscription campaign for hun-
dreds of new regular readers is on!

The campaign lasts from March 1
through April 30. LABOR ACTION
and New International agents are
already busy at work to put the cam-
paign over with a real success.

We are offering LABOR ACTION
and The New International subscrip-
tions for six months—both for $1.00
$1.25 in New York City). It should
be a snap fo get accépiances of such
an attractive offer.

In addition, we are offering prizes
to LABOR ACTION readers who
participate in the campaign. Anyone
who gets us ten $1.00 combination
subs receives a copy of “Karl Marx,”
edited by Trotsky.

The individual whe gets the most
$1.00 subs for the entire two-month
campaign gets Trotsky's “History of
the Russian Revolution.”

Literature agents are busily at
work visiting friends and former
readers; calling on new readers; dis-
tributing leaflets asking for subs at
factories familiar with LABOR AC-
TION, ete.

We will publish news about our
progress as the campaign gets under
full stride.

Long War Seen

By SENTINEL

With the loss of Singapore, glootm
has fallen over the Allied camp. . The
speed of Japanese conguests has
brougﬂ: p'mlc into: the: United Na:
tiond. Who could have imaginied that

Japan would fight its® way from
Pearl Harbor te Singapo’r_e inten
weeks‘?

It is in the Far East that the gleat
long established empires are top-
pling over first. The British Empire
has already lost Hongkeng, Malaya
and Sipgapore. Japan is gobbling up
the rich Dutch East Indies and the
Philippines. Australia, Burma and
India are threatefied.

After Singapore, Sumatra and -
Java are expected to fall. To supply
the Burma Road and Russia theé Al-
lies must now travel 12,000 miles via
the south of Australia. Using Singa-
pore as a base, Japanese raiders in .
the Indian Ocean aré now in a posi-
tioni to harass éven this tortuous sup-
ply route. Besides this, there is the
Japanese frontal attack on Rangoon
and the Burma Road itself.

_ Japan's Strength Revealed

The truth is also cominhg out about
Japan's ability to ecarry om Informed
stéel cifcles in the United States
have now revealed that Japan has a
three year supply of scrap steel that
came from the United States. Ja-
pan's three year supply is estirated
at 10,000,000 tons. For the sake of
profits, big business in the United
States supplied Japan with 11,800,000
tons of scrap steel oVer a period of
ten years.

With steel from the United States,
oil, rubber, tin, food and other maté-
fidls from Malaya and the Duteh
East Indies, one ¢an no longer speak
of blockading Japan. If anything,
the reverse is true. Japan is now in
a position to blotkade the Allies. The
United States has not been able to
get any supplies to Vladivostok, Ran-
goon, the port terminal of the Burma
Road, may soon be in . Japanese
haﬁd&

Not only are the real facts of Ja-
pan’s strength coming to light. There
are hints also about the ieal staté of
affairs of the Allied forces in the Pa-
cifie. Winston Churchill in his lat-
est speech practically places the
cause for Japan's victories in. the
Southwestern Pacific on the debacle
at Pearl: Harbor At Pearl Harbor,
he said, .the shield of seapowen
which protected the fair lands and
islands of the Pacific Ocean; was for
the time being, and only for the time
being, dashed to the ground R

_ would seem from this statement that
far greater losses than have béen re-
ported were suffered at Pearl Har-
bor.

The Outlook Is Dark

Numerous writers in theé American
press are pleading with Washington
to tell the people of the United States
what really happenéd at Pearl Har-
bor. They point out that in South
America, in Asia, in Africa and- in
Europe, everywhere except in the
Allied countries, the facts about
Pearl Harbotr have been broadcast
by the Axis powers,

The outlook is dark for the Allies
not only in the Far East. According
to a broad®st by Pearson and Allen,

Philly WP Says:
Make Landlords Pay
Blackout Expense

Making the landlord pay for “ci-
vilian defense” expenses is the basis
of a néew campaign of thé Philadel-
phia Workers Party.

Complaints from tenantis on the
1400 block in Brown Street are that

air raid and blackout' precautions

are expensive and cannot.be pur-
chased by low incomeé families.

Says one tenmant:

“I have seventeen windows in
my house. To .cover them with
blackout curtains would cost oveér
thirty dollars. I've got all I can do
to pay the rent.”
~ The Philadelphia branch of the
Workers Party has raised the de-
mand that the landlords of these
properties pay the expense of black-
out materials.

word erroneously, an error leading
to much confusion; necessitating the
creation of various subtle differences
and specious qualifications.
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On the Meaning
IOf Democracy

Editor:
t was with some surprise that I
fead your paper. I did not know
1at: any such critical publication
u'lcl be tolerated during wartime
pecially one so outspoken.
.ﬁ:fter all the glory-coated slop
ad so lavishly, and deliberately,.
the press and radio; and lapped
o eagerly by the eternal sucker,
skepticism was like a dash of
ater. Refreshing and even a
le encouraging:
evertheless, I have 'a criticism to
It refers to the use of one

In several of your editorials you
refer to the battle between socialism
and capitalistic democracy. No such
battle ex1sts, because no such thing
as capitalistie democracy exists.

The social order, or disordér, ruled
by capital is called democratlc by its
press agents and their dishearten-
ingly gu}hble audjence

It is obvious that an organizaticn.
or.a paper, fighting for the things
you are, is not ﬁghting against de-
moceracy. That is merely a nom de

-plume for an enemy Whose true

names are less flattering.

.'_'f ]

Yet you give that impression. Of
course it. is a ridiculous statement
You could not fight democracy- any
‘more than Hitler could, than Chur-
chill or Stalin could. Nor could you
address its citizens as Roosevelt
claims to. No such thing exists, ex-
cept as a hopé. Don Quixote tﬂtmg
windmills had at least an opponent
that was real.

The word needs definition. ‘The:
disparity between the meanlng of
democracy and what we have now
must continually be poinfed out, not
confused.

It is a good word. It has been
gwen meamng by men who lived
for it—and men who died. It has
been perverted and sold, but i:mf de-

sttoyed. Roosevelt and Churchill
lay claim to it, but we own it.
_ T. F. C.
New York.
L ]

It is unfortunate that Reader T.F.C
does not give examples of what he
means. Nowhere that we can find
has LABOR ACTION counterposed
social!sm to democracy, for the sim-
ple reasnn that we believe démoc-
ra.cy capable of genuine existence
and fullest expression under soeial-
ism. Not only are the two not coun-
terposed; but, on the contrary, they
are inseparable.

However, we disagree with one
{déa implied in the letter of T.F¥.C.

It is of course true that the “democ-
racy” of capitalism is largely of the
bogus variety, that it is inadequate,
constanily encroached upon, and vir-
tually meaningless in the most essen-
tial spheres of life. Nevertheless, it
is essential to distihguish ' between
capitalist democracy, limited and in-
adequate as it is, and fascism, which
is the naked, dictatorial rule of the
capitalist class. This distinction we
make, not in order to support the
imperialist war which masquerades
under the cloak of democracy, but
rather to understand that what little
there is of democracy at the present

" time can only be preserved and ex-

tended by the struggle for socialiSm.
—Editor.)

lake the Floov ...

Budd Worker on
NLRB Hearings

Dear Editor:

The recént Labor Board héarihg
was enlivened by the tfestimony of
Budd's well known dictatorial works
manager, Mr. Mahan The pérféct
description of Mahan was given me
by one of my fellow “serfs” who
said: "If he were a little larger, hé
would make a good strong arm
man."

Unfortunately for the Budd com-
pany, ‘Mahan appeared before the

- board examiner without removing

the chip from his shouldér, When he

— THE WORLD AT WAR —
tar Eastern Defeats Cause
Revision of Allisd Strategy - -

as Result .

Ambassador William C. Bulliit - has
submitted a yery . pessmnsuc report
to. Roosévell: regarding the: Néar
East. The}: revealed that BuIliit in=
formed Bcosevell that the Germans
are about’ to stage -a t!.emendous
drive ‘on the - Near Eas't and have
amassed enough troops if Nurfh Af-
rica so_thdt they will not have to go
1hrough Turkey; but will drive on
through Libya and Egypt to the Suez
Cahal. Bullitt is supposed to have
ret)cu téd that in his opiniofi thé Ger-
mans will take not only, the Suez
Canal, vital life line of the Brltlsh
Empire, but also Syria, Paléstm‘e
Mésopolamia and Iran. Fihally Bul-
litt is also reported to have warned
Roosevelt that the United States
must: be prepmed for 18 months of
discouraging news béforé theré will
be an upswing of war in thé Allies'
favor.

Whether this information is well
foundéd or not, thé logic of the war
map doés point to a German aftack
in the Near and ‘Middle East, This
attack may take place as Bullitt in-
dicates or it may come through Tur-
ke¥, but come it will, It will be the
German arm of the pincer :novernent
already initiated by Japan in the
Burma and the Indian Ocean. Be-
tweén them the entife BtitisH Em-
pire is endangered. Togethex they
will aim to conquer the areas of self-
sufficiency, to makeé the blockade -a
‘farce and to cut off the vital supply
lines to Russia and China.

Allied Supply Linés Cit

Should Japan and Germany meet
in India, then the Allied supply lines
reinforcing Russia and Chma will no
longer exist. If at the samé time the
German fleet controls the waters of
Northern Russia because of the sue-
cessful dash of the Scharnhorst and
Gneisenau, then' the treméndous
manpowér of Russia and China will
be- completely, shut off from all Al=
lied supplies from the outside. Such
a situation can only lead to the ulti-
maté ‘defeat of Russia and China.

Germany and Japan will then be-

compleie masters of the European,
Asiati¢ and African continents.

+ It is because the forcés of the Al-
lies, excluding Russia, China and In-
dia, are at present so inferior to
those of the Axis powers that Roosé-
velt and Churchill are compelléd to
recognize the enormous weight of
the i‘ormer countries:-in - the- war

{Thiis-oné of the major tagks of the

A!lié'd léaders is to keép Russia in
the field. They must keep the major
part. of the German army tled up_in
Russia. The:.r must keep free thé
,supply lines to Russia and China.
Conversely the Axis aim is to close
those supply routes and prepare the
offensive wu:h which they hope to
knotk out thé Russians.

It is fo the Getrmins that the task
falls, in the.main, to eliminate Rus-
sia from the war. Japan will watch
the Germans in this fJerformant:e 1t
the eoming Nazi offefisive ~against
Russia meéts with success Japan will
choose the time best calculated to
ensure her ‘success and striké at the
weakened Hussia. Victory over Rus-
sia in the Far East would elimindté
once and for all the Russian dagger
aimed at thé heart of Japah Only
then will the Japanése be ablé fo
feel that all of their previous con-
quests are permanent. ;

Who Can Replm Churchill" ;

Churchﬂl has been under firé for
the way he ig conducting the war.
The fall of Singapore has promoted
that critiéism and may even résult
in a ¢tabinét erisig. Chutchill is an
zmperlahst to the marrow of his
bones. He condlicts the war with all
the cleverness and all of the limita=
tions of the impetialist leader. "If
the Brlhsh Empire is dlsihtegrdting
because of imperialist pohcy "thera
is no other statesman in Great Brit-
ain who can Stave off this: disinte:
gration so long as Great Britain is - a
caplta]lst country. Churchill | really
is the bést that decadent capitdlist
and ‘imperialist Britain has available.
If he is not good enough, 1t is be-
causé the social system that' supports
hini is outlived.

Churchill considers his greatest
achievement the enlistment of the
United States on thé side 6f Britain.
While Churchill did not in his last
speech refer to 1943 as the year of
the Allied oﬁenswe (he is not so
sanguiné now) he did placé all his
hopes on America. Ametrican ir_npe-
rialism is indeed the only hope for
Britdin coming out of the war with.
some semblance of an empire.: Roo-
sevelt understands what is expected
of the United States. If he mobilizes
the manpower and protuction’ of
America for swift interventmn on
behalf of an empire that can no
longer hold its own it is because he
khows that not only British imperial-
ism is in thé balance, but American
imperialism as well.

pompously assérfed: “The ERA had
to také what thé company offered—
what else could the boys do ahout
]t’n

Obviously, Mahan - is refalne& by
the: Budd company because of his
“production genius,” ot to put " it
more simply, he is Budd's most vi-
cious slave-driver.

Budd ﬁnfk‘ei‘.

i
e |




: ment I présenf.at &, thé lafter to sérve ad cima man.
Theé Gouncils would bé known as the stéel industrial
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An Analysis of the CIO Plan for Productlon

What Attitude Should Workers Take to the Murray Plan?

AL P e — e =

A major policy of the CIO officially advocated at
every opportunity is the Murray Plan for laber's role
in the war

Murray's plan visualizes the Presi dent of the United
States establishing _“a council for each basic and vital
deférise indus‘uy Eac‘h counéil shall, con "sf: of an. equal
nurﬁbEr of replesentatlves of man aEement and of the
labo“r pmon in ihe méusiry. togeth 1 with one: go 5t -

councll 1hé auto industrial cotineil, ete.,

Ovea these industry councils would bé {he déeisive
National ‘Deéfensé Bodrd, with équal réprésentation for
industry and labot, 6f which thé President w::;uld be
chairman. It would plan and control the entité war pro-
dtiction drive.

The objéctives of thése organizational proposals would
be, in the words of Murray:

“1, To guaraniee the production of armameénts in
needed quantities and on time, by achieving the

ighest poss:bie productive efficiency of A_n:ierican

gﬁsﬁ-y, through the full and c¢ompléte cooperation

of lndus(.ry, organized labor, and governmem‘.._

“a 'I‘o guarantee the production of domestlc or
non-military goods in adequate guantlties S0 as to
further improve and extend the American stam!ards
‘of living through a more equita.ble distribution of
the national income, thereby improving the morale
of the Ameéricati people, and preventing a chaotic
hreﬁkdown oi’ onr domestlc ecohomy whén the na-

“3. o preserve the basic demoératic rights of the
American people; namely; freedom of spééch, as-
sémbly, and worship, and thé free right o or
into independent assot:[ai.lons for lawful purposes,
such as the right of labor to organize Info unfons of
its own choosing for colléetive birgaining and otheér

mutual protection.”

INDUSTRY AND THE PRESIDENT BALK

. Since the Murray Plnn was présented long beforé
December 7, 1941, the fitst obséivation fo B noted is
that it was not approved by two of the three necessary
parties to any such action, namely, industry and the
President.

That Murray understands at least partly why hig pro-
posals have been cold-shouldered is indicated in the ré-
port he madé to thé CIO conveéntidh: “It {g because labor
does not trist the employer, the employer in tbo many
ifistances does not trust labor, govemment doesn't trust
eifhér. And it s6éms to me that neither labor nor the

employer trusts too much in government,” he declared.

The starting point of an analysis of the Murray
Plan must then be in seeking the underlying causes
of  the antagonisms which Murray describes. For
surely; no plan which proposes a love-and-kisses
relationship between capital and labor can succeed
unless the causes of the present antagonism between
the classes involved can be eliminated!

Lét us begin this examination by revigwing the inci-
dénts arising from the attempts to dpply the Murray
Plan itsélf, or rathér an application bf the Mur'ray Plan
to the-auto’ industry, the Reuthér Plan. sy

Why'didn't the auto barons-accept 'the Reuthér Plan?
Why was there such a sharp cat and dog fight betweéeh

_them and the labor unions, despite the fact that the lat-

ter support the war?

C.-E. Wilson, president of General Motors, gave the
answer: “We made 32 cents on the dollar on auto sales,
and only nine cents onh the dollar on war orders.” The
longer the auto industry could oppose conversion te war
production—despite the fact that such conversion was in
its general, basic class interests—the more immediate
profit it could make.

And* as everyone knows, that is the main purpose of
business—to make profit. Nothmg more nor less!

INDUSTRY’S MAIN PURPOSE—PROFITS

Evén wheéen industry was forced to convert to war
produétion, it kept clearly before its eyes thé reason for
its existence, namely, the gathering of profits.

Cotild theré have beén any miore dramafic and
convfnemé proof of indistry’s préoccnpatioﬁ with
profits before all else? And that’'s why labof doesn’t
trust thé industridlists! They aré économic eﬁéfnies,
their basic interests conflict.

In askmg labor to have faith and tru.st in the
employing class, Mnrray asks an action on the part
of the workers which would betray their class inter-
ests. He asks ihem, in eftéct, to have faith in and to

aid their enemies.

Onee we understand why labor doesn't trust and
opposes the bosses. then it is easy to see why the bos.ses
feel the same way about labor espécially organtze&
labor. They know that unions are the most efféctive
means in fhe workers’ struggle for at least énough wagés
to Iive on.

The czars of industry will have faith in tHe labor
uniohs only whenl labor gives up its struggle for a de-
cént’ standard of living. Which fheans that thé bossés
will frust labor only when labor cuts its 6wn throat!
Tﬁat’s {he: -price that Murray and the clo Ieadershlp
woiild havé to pay if they really want to gain {he “con-

“fidéhee” of thé bossés.

We have seen therefore that what Murray de-
scribed as the antagonisms of (he present moment
are in reality basic to the form of society in which
we live: capitalism. Capitalism is a society in which
a few men own the means of prodnctlon and oper-

' _ate them for théir private profit. The government,
regﬁ.rdless of how “liberal” it may be, functions in
thé basic interests of this capitalist class. So long as
thl_s economic syStem continues to exist, the antag-
onisms between labor and the bosses, between labor
and the government will continue to exist, no matter
what Murray or anyone else may wish.

Thete is only one antagonism which Murray de-
seribes, which is not basic to capitalism and which ex-
ists because of thé present péculiar situation. That is
thé antagonism bétweéen the bosses and the government;
o thé dégree that it exists at all.

BOSSES AND GOVERNMENT AGREE

It should be remembered that on all the basic issués
of the day industry and the government agree: the con-
tinuation of the capitalist system.of exploitations; the
prosécution of the. imperialist war for pmﬁt to name
only two of thé most important. But on one thing thete
is somé d1sagreemén't between industry and the govern-
' mént.

. Industry dislikés the Roosevelt regime because it
p'uts brakes on the more obvigus and ruthless. employ-
ers’ &xploitatibn of Workefs. Big 1ndustry wants to. re-
thrn fo the “good 6ld days" of the open shop; when
uflion men were fired at will and wage cuts came any
timeé thé companies wanted to incréase profits, .

o The Robsevélt Administration understands that labor
is too powetful for that Kind of freatment, that gigantic
struggles would ensue if the pig-headed methods of man-

agement were openly employed; so it seeks o act as a
bufter.
If the war continues to go adversely for the Alllea

and théy mmust {héréfore have a perspecth‘r of a
long, | grneiling wﬁrn-as now appears cettain—-it be-
cofmes cleaf that this disagreement will in large
mensm-e disappear and that the eapitnlistlc goveru-'
ment will necessarily (from its own class point of
view) be forced to aﬂop‘t horé and mote of the épbn
repressive medsifed how advotafed by cértain sec-
tions of big indﬁsﬁ-y More and more fhere. woilld

* then bé agreement on the “need” for smashing at
labot’s standards and rights

The capitalists and military brass-hats look. wlth con-
siderable envy at Hitler Germany._which has demon-
strated that in order to achieve Point 1 of Murray s plan

‘Productlon of armaments in needed quantltles and on
time”) under capifalism and fo do so with a profit for
the capitalists too, it is “necessary” to destloy the union
movement.

Heéré, thén, 18 the first and basic confradietion of
the Milfray Plan. Its.first objective—UNDER CAP-
ITALISM—tan bé aceomplished fully...by destroy-
ing the trade union movément.

For caplfahsm to conduct this war with the éfficiency
1equlred to destroy its Nazi opponent, it will find it in-
creasingly "necessary“ fo adopt Hitler's methods: subor-
dination of labor’s class interests fo the intetests of
Wall Street and its war, military dlctators}up of semi-
d1ctatorshlp to smash the labor movement.

Naturally no worker is for such class slavery. Wl'rere
workeérs criticizé thé production plans of the présent
industrial and war machine, it tomes from. & recogni-
tion 6f the incompetence of the capitalist class; its social
decay and degeneration which make it impossible for
it even to conduet its own war eﬂ‘iclen!,ly. and not from
any desire to see the adoption of Hifler's methods in
America. The conclusion to be reached from such criti-
cism of the 1ﬂeﬁleieney dnd incompebence of capitalist
war: production, is not that capitalism should adopt the
méthods of Hitlerism, but that rather socialism should

lFa

_How thé Dutch Exploit the East Indies

sulous Profits Wrung from

be substitated-in order really to smash fascism and its
roots.
It is' elear then lhat to crlt:cwe the eapll.ahst in-
dustrial And war fmachifie fromt this point of view is
complefe"iy different from snppfbrting thé Murray
Plan.,
SECOND OBJECTIVE OF. THE PLAN

- The setotid msin objective of the Murray Plan is lo
provide “guns and butter.” Murfray poeints out, and cor-
rectly, “the production of dornestic or non-military goods
in adequate -quantities so as 1o further improve the
Amencan standards of living...[is necessary] .to im-
prove the forale 6f thé Amer ican people. .

Doesn’t he know in this war the choi&e is guns
OR butter! And Hasn’t the recent experience of the
Américan people shown that the Roosévell regime
has mhade ifs choice: GUNS!

And ‘the oniy “butfer” the American people will
get is the amotnt of wage increases the CIO can
wrest from thé bossés in struggle (steel; alurminum
and auto teday). .

Isn't is plain that only in so far as the CIO str uggles
against the workers paying the burden of the war, which
both the Roosevelt Admmlstmt]on and business desire,

. can Objective II of the Munay Plan be achleved Not

in cboperatmn with the bosses and the Administratibn
but in. struggle against their aims to load the workers
down. with the war cost!

Objective III of the Munay Plan is an excellent
summary of the pur poses of the CIO its struggle to
ext@nd demoeratic r;ghts its détermination to organ-
ize all \mmganized workels ete.

But Murray forgets to dsk a simplé quéstion. Against.
whom doés the CIO have to struggle to obtain demo-
crafic rights, to orgamze and bargam co'lle::twely" The
ver _people with whom he propases {o enter info a love-
and-kisded f'elationship, namely, the industrial baronhs.

In so far as the CIO has ach:eved some democratic
rlghts fm the workers in the mass produttidén industries,
it did so through years of hard and bitter struggle
against the bbsses, who wanted to keep labor ungrgan-

By Jack Wilson
ized because tlal meant more profits for the compajme*;
All the speéch-making, conferénces, pléas for éo-
operation with management fell on deaf ears, In-
dustry listened only when labor demonstrated ils
might and power. When the General Motors work-
ers won the sit<down strike in 1937, whén Ford was
conquered on the picket lines, when the steel work-
ers avenged the Little S{esl thassacré!

LEOPARD CAN'T CHANGE ITS SPOTS

Aftér 100 years of bitter struggle against ]abor Mur-
ray proposes that the bosses chinge their spots. . He,
proposes that the bosses surrender peacefully to the es-
tablishment of more democratic rights, or bigger and
more powerful unions. ) y

When Murray preaches this mutual faith and trust
between capital and labor, he is deceiving the workers,
for such a condition is impossible. The class interests

+ of the two contenders aré fundamentally different. And
. the whole history of the developmént of the CIO demon-

strates this fact irrefutably.

To summarize: The Murray Plan is a fitopian
dream based on a world that doésn’t and can’t exist.
Its basic error flows from Murray’s failure to recog-
nize the simple fact that in presenl-day society there
are iwo aniagonistic classes always in struggle of
one kind or another.

The first objéctive of ihe Mj.ll‘l’a}' Plan flows from
open and full support of the imperia.list war. It
means,’ in practice, as we pointed out, to subordi-
nate labor defense to the defense of Wall Btréet's
world imperialist interests. It is in direct contradic-
tion to the last two aims of the Murray plan.

These aims in the Murray Plan which appeal to
the workers, the achievement of a higher standard
of living, the attainment of more democratic rights,
the organizatlon of the unorganized can be accom-
plished only if the c10 stands on the policies which
marked its formation and sSuccesses of recent years:
the policy of militant and direct struggle against
the bosses.

Native Slaves

With the fall of Singdpore the attention of the world
is now diréeted to the Japanese strugglé for thé con-
quest of the Netherlands Indies, more commonly knog\rn
as the Dufeh East Indies. Should Japan suceéed in its
présent aim, it will havé won what is considered the
richest possession in theé Western Pacific.

The Japs have already taken Borneo; the Celebés and
have éstablished a strong foothold on Sumatra. Théy
have taken a series of important bases on the fiunferous
islands forming this group and aré now pointing toward
the invasion of the most important island of them ?ll
Java.

The legends about the Dutch. Eést Indies aré mény.
Hollywobd has doneé ifs part and from that séat of magic
and fancy has comé thé common picture that the Dutch
East Indies are famous only for the beautiful women
of Bali. : .

Someé people know that oil is to be found on the
islands, and perhaps even rubber and tin. But very
little real knowlédge exists of this Dutch possession.
Few people know how the Dutch tame to control the
islands or why the struggle over them is so fierce. It is
our. purpose in this article fo sketch briefly the facts of
it§ seizure from the native peoples and how it has been
éxploited for the benefit of Dutch imperialism- and ‘a
few large corporatmns in Great Britain and the United
States.

A LITTLE OF ITS HISTORY

Twenty-five years before the Pilgrims set foot upon .

Plymouth Rock, the Dutch East India Company was
already in the islands seeking to establish control of the
spice trade with the islands. This company had done
well for a period of years. But later reverses led to its
collapse in 1798, It was then that the Dutch government
took over the business of the company and as a_govern-
ment proceeded to the complete possession and control
of the East Indies.

During the Napoleonic wars, when the, L1tt1e Corpo-
ral had overrun Europe, the possession of the East Indies
changed hands, first going to Napoleonic France and
then to England. Following the défeat of Napoleon, the
Dutch regained the islands and have held them until
this moments when their control is threatened by Japan.

Once the islands were regaified; fHe Datéh gov-
ernmént began to exploit them with 'a véngéance.
THé governrient employed what bécanie khown as
the “forced ctlturé system.” By this policy, thé nd-
tives were taxed in labor dnd compelied to wotk
(without pay) on the government plantations. The
system was so profitable that in 40 years the govern-
ment made a clear profit of $334,000,000, or an aver-
age of more than $8,000,000 a year (Fortuniée Mdga-
zitie; May, 1934). The systém Wwas abolished by &
mass liberal protest” in Holland: Hut {hésé profits
wete only a forerunher of what was yet to come.

If you were to lay the Dutch East Indies across the
Unitéd States, fhey would reach. from Baltimore to San
Francisco. Java is the most 1mpor{ant island of the

group, with a population of more than forty million of
thé islands' 65,000,000 péople. Java is the world's most
densely populated eountry, having about 850 pérsons
per square miile, ag compared to 41 in the Unitéd States.
This is gréater than the population density in Japan.

'l‘fnese 65, 60‘0060 eople are explo‘ifed by 4 foré:gn

3’00 &0 people (Nethérlands). The
ese . capitalists dominate the slands
ecormmieally, while the Arabs Have givén thié Malay-
Polynesian population its réligion, Moﬁameﬁanism

THE MA‘I‘EkIAL WEAL'I'H OF THE ISLANDS”

sources. Here dre some of its products:

Percéntage of

Products World Production
0il St e 10
Sugar ... ) 8
Copfa ... : dmm
Tobacco 50
Tea b : SHR (]
Coffee : s L8
Tin Lot et 20
Kapok (mattresses, _etc) iy D
Rattan -HubAltaré migy . ..
Tapioca : e,
Pepper - 84
Sis4l (rope mak.mg) TR SRR |
Quinine b . 95
Iron
Gold

These produef.s have been produced in gréat abun-
dance and have gone to enrich the fore1gner5 who have
appropriated the production 3f the islands. The native
population gets precious little benefit out of the natural
richness of thelr home. Evén Forfune, the magazine of -
big business, was led to say:

“THe 59,000,000 black and brown inhabitants of
thé Indies have beéen exploited in the past without
mercy to produte this mighty total of commodities.”
(May, 1934.)

It is necessary only to add that this exploitation has
never ceased!

World capitalism has almost two billion dollars in-
vested in the islands. All but §69, 6000‘00 is héld by four
counfrles The Du(ch 1éad with an investment of almost
$1,250,000,000, followed by England with $175,000,000, the
United States with $164,000,000 and f',‘hlnése capital of
$137,000,600.. (Figures for 1934.)

The  largest corpurahen on the islands is the
Royal Duteh Shell Oil; which controls 75 per cent
of the oil production. Other large torporations with
a rich stake ate: Goodyear; U.S. Rubber Co., Stand-
ard Oil Co. of N.J.; Anglo-Dutch Plantations, Lid,
Amsterdam Rubber Co. and Handels Vereenigung,
Amstérdam,

Race Discrimination Exposed--

(Continued from page 1)

néntly displays a notice urging foun-
dry workers to better themselves by
takmg the training course at the vo-
Xcahonal sehobl, Nothing daunted,
Mr. Smith presented himself for an
application to the school. He was
informed, _not too politely, that the
notice isn’t meant for Negroes.

The Sperry Gyroscope Co. of
Brouklyn is another company prac-
ticing “demoeracy” acccrﬂxﬁg to its
own lights. It employs 11, 912 work-
ers, of whom all of 21 are Negroés.
The Sperry company dlscrlmmates
against Négioés, Jéws and foreign-
born Americans. The private em-
ployment ageney handling its busi-
ness insérts ads calling for “white,
Christian and Ameérican-born.” Jew:
ish applicants . mterweweﬁ_ at the
agency are told they canfiot b
because thé “Sperry company does

- not wanf: Jews.” The New Yor‘i: stafé

Employmeéent Bureau works hand-in-
glove with Sperry and sends them
only “white, Christian and Ameri-
can-born"” workers.

The Ford Instrument Co. also
withholds jobs from Negroes. It
handful of Negro workers are kept
at fhe lowest jobs; as élevator boys,
porters, etc. A Negro, no mattér
how highly qualified; cannot get a
skilled ]Clb One Negro worker hav-
ing four years of high school to his
‘credit, a thorough techfijcal tramlng

and two years of actual éxperiefice

in making precision instrumen , Was
offered erﬁploymenf in wfmf 1s 8-
phemistmally called the “Mainfé-
nance depaﬂment”—w}ucﬁ mea’irs
janitor's Work.

The ¢éompany Spokésmen tried

-very hard_ 6 pagé thé bubk fo the

Whité workers ahd {6 theé uhions. In
his $peech at the heéaring, Mayor La-
Guardis—wHoSe afiti-unioh record ih
New York City gUiAlifiés him to at-

tack labor—also laid great emphasis
on so-called union discrimination
agamst Negro workers.

llowever. all CIO representatives
4t thé Héaiing décldred theémselves
100 per cent agiifist racial discrimi-
mﬂdn‘ Irving Abfathson of the New
Jersey State Coimeil, Clo, did so in
éonnéction with his testiimony against
Wtight Aerohiaiitié. Thé representa-
tive of Lodal 1217, AUW-CIO, report-
éd that hi$ Iocal voted to acéeépt all
Negro workérs eémployeéd by the
Fairchitld Aviition €o. The sameé is
trué 6f Local 425, UERW-CIO; which
likewisé vofed fo adimit a1l Negro
Woi‘itei'& émpléyed by Ford Instru-
meif Co. John Brophy; sitting on
thé ocotmmitfés - for CIO President
PHliip Murfay, réad flito the record
a gtatemiént of CIO policy regarding
absoluté équility of 311 races; ereéds,
tolors dnd nitionalities, Thus the
corréet prihciple of working class

solidarity Wa$ ihequivocally stafed.

By Albert Gates

The biggest interest, of course, is the Dutch and they
are the most vitally concerned with maintaining control
of the East Indies. Between one-fourth .and one-third of
the Dut¢h government’s revenues are profits from its
property and plantations. It has a monopoly on opium,
salt and pawnshops. Evidently, with the great poverty
of the native peoples, the latter is a profitable business.

The infavorable balance of trade of Holland, the
mother country, was offset by the more than $244 000, -
000 average favorable balance of trate of the East Indies.

_ Thus the East Indies have been the source of economic
_prosperity for the lullng classes of Holland. Little-won-

_I,-__gdg_r_ why John Gunther, in his book,
The East Indies are extremély rich in natural re-

“Inside Asia”
writes:

“The Indiés have a European as well as an Asi-
atic function. The life blood of the Netherlands
comes from here. Pumping into Holland from In-
sulinde, as the Indies are called, is a siream of in-
vigorating wealth. The Indies tail is what wags the
Dutch dog. As a consequénce, Dutch policy in the
East is 1o conserve this precious appendage, to see
that the Japanese are held off and that the Malays
do not rise.” )

HOW THE DUTCH RULE

There is the background to the whole Dutch- pohcy
to maintain a stranglehold on the riches of a possessmn
taken from its people. While Holland is counted among
the democratic powers of the United Nations, the gov-
ernment in the East Indies, as Gunthéer pointed out in
his book, is “a complete autocracy.” The Dutch, less
hypoeritical than the British, make no bones about a
“white man’s burden.” They frankly avow that their
main_purpose is to maintain conirel of thé islands and
the people in order to drain off the wealth and enrich
the great corporations which have investments there.

The Dutch have kept the island peoples from self-
government. The Dutch APPOINT théir governor
(from profesional politicians or big business) FOR
FIVE YEARS AT A SALARY OF $122,000 A YEAR
and he is a dictator, sin¢e his rile is final and no
governmental bodies exist to countermand him.

A Volksraad or People’s Assembly exists, but 22 of
its 60 members are appointed. The others are elected
by an “extremely limited franchise” of one per cent of
the population (Gunther). It has practically no powers
outsjde of advisory.

One of the methods by which thé Dutch have main-
{ained their rule is through keeping the péople in igno-
rance. Fortune, in its pradise of the Dutch as colonizers,
said: “They have given the islands an eXktensive native
school system.” Buf this is completely contradicted by
Gunther, who wrote:

“Indeed, the record of the Dutch in education is
miserable. llliteracy is 95 per cent and the public
school system is a myth.” (Inside Asia, page 3217.)

THE CONFLICT WITH JAPAN

The plan for a Japanése conquest was piepared some
vears ago by the economic pénetration of the Nipponese.
Japan was, prior to the war, the chief competitor to the

" Dutch and British.

For example, in 1928 England supplied 29 per cent

of textiles imported into the Indies. Holland and Japan.

were tied for second with 26 per cent.

In 1933, Japan's share rose 1o 76 per cent, while Hol-

land and England tied for second with 7.1 per cent!

~ Japan’s share of total East Indian imports rose from
10 per cent in 1928 to 31 per eent in 1933, while Holland’s
share dropped from 20 per cent to 12 per cent. Thus,
the Japanese were defeating the Dutch economically in
their own possession.

It is clear from the foregoing facts what the war is
about. It has nothing to do with democracy—something
which never existed for the colonial peoples of the Far
East. Japan desires the possession of the great mitérial
wealth now in the hands of Gréat Britain and the Dutéh.
‘Thée Japs want the oil, tin, rubbér and other material
resources of these gréat colonial possessions.

They will no more educate the native peoples: than
did the Dutch or British. They.will give thé colonies as
little democracy as they have had heretoforé. They. will
keep the living standards of thesé people just as low as
they have been kept thése many cénturies. The only

thing they are interested in—as is England and the
Dutch and the United Statés—is the material exploita-
tion of the Far East for PROFIT. ,

" ferencé table domindted by the pres- -
' ent” belligérent

" discussing their
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Ih Display

Of Political
Impoténce _i%:
By RIA STONE '
CHICAGO — Norman Thomas and
Maynard Krueder, addressing an au-
dience of several hundred Univer-
sity of Chicago students recently,
gave a spectaculat démonstration of
the impotence of the Socialist Party .
in ‘th& face of:declaréd war. The -
topic of the dlscuss:on was “Will the

War Bring Socialism?” The ‘conclu-

sion of these men, leaders of the So-
cialist Party, was completely hope-
less, Dismayed by the fact of the
declared war, they scurried for: shel-

ter into the imperialist war camp -

and  renounced - complétely even
their earlier feeble attempts to re-
gard- the war from a genuinely so-
cialist pomt of view.

Maynard Krueger is a professor ;
of economics at the Umversﬂ;y of
Chicago. He spoke like. one. What
workers feel as the class struggle, he
describes abstractly as .thé factor of
“conflict” in society, But even he
admits, as he must, that the factors
of “conflict” in society are ircréas-
ing while the “cooperative” factors,
ie, the ability of the bosses to make
concessions, are decreasing. How-
ever, his remedy is an undue stress
on ihe mgmﬁcance of the consumers
cooperative movement.

Kreuger recognizes that the roots
of the war are imperialist. But, ham-
sttung by the recent ambiguous.
statement of the Soecialist Party, he
is prohibited from asserting. that the
war remains imperialist in character.

So Krueger remains tied to the apron =

strings of the weasel-sprrxted Social=
ist Party.

Krueger and Thomas

Maynard Krueger seems apathetlc
without hope. Norman Thomas
seems alive but has nothing to live
for. The war? Well, Thomas is not
ashamed that he fought “to keep
America Out 6f War.” Blt How we
aré in thé war, hé sdys, and Wé must
face the fact that a smashing Axis
victory would ruin all .chances fol'
world democracy. Does that mean
you ate for thé war, Mr Thomas?

Well; I am not for a smashing vie- =

tory over the Axis powers, either,
answers Thomas, but I am for a just
peace at the dppropriate time. And
whb is to write this peace, Mr. Thom-
as? Well, I am not for anofhier Ver-
sailles eonference, he answers. You
sée, Thomas anticipates anhother con-

powers at whmh
workers and  so-called progresswes
can BEG for a péate more just than
the last one. But the only réally just
peace, consummated by the workers
themselves, is completely neglected
by Thomas.

And what about the Thitd Camp—
the workers and the colonial peoples;
Mr. Thomas? He has nothing to say
about the -colonial peoples. I-Ie ig-
nores the billion or more colonial -
workers, and - peasants who may dg-
termine the outtome of thé war by
their revolts against imperialist op-—
pression.

And do the Afneritan workers havé
a sftake in this impérialist war, Mr.
Thomas? Should they strike for their
rights in war time? Well, says Mr.
Thomas, I think some strikés aré
justified but many should be dvoided:
‘And besides there ish't emough de-.
mocracy in the trade unions.” Thus,
Thomas puts his.main siress on the
weaknesses of tfade unions and avoids
essentially sound
aspects.

Krueger’s hopelessness and Thomas’
superficiality are not accﬁental :
Hather théy are manifestations of a
decadent party, proféssing socidlist
aims while abstaining from Maxxism; *
vacillating between tender-hearbea
compassion for thé working class and |
actual éonfidence in the ruling class.

Chicago Workers
Discuss Colonial
Peoples in War

CHICAGO—Ah atténtive audiericé of
Negro trade unionists and unem-
ployed workers listened closely to-
the Labbor Action Institute Iécture on -
“The Oppressed Peoples and the
War,” by Grace Lee on Friday, Feb-
ruary 6.

The lecturer emphasized that the:
colonials caught in the tivalty be-
tween Anglo-American and Japanese
imperialism have no stake. in thls :
war and showetfl how théy \irere in=
different to who emerges victorious.
However, today's comparative quies
cence on the part of the natives i
no proof that thé colonial peo‘pfés
will not tis6 in thé néar fututre
against their foreign bppressors
When they do, they may well i
thée spark Which will taft WoTT i'e-'
v6lf against unénding impérialist
Wars. <
The speaker alse pointed out that,
any struggle for national self-deter-

The atteridance of Labor Aétion
Inétitiité is incréasing with each:
meeting, shqwing the need for such
an institute, where Negro workeérs
can discuss the problems confronting
all workers toddy. At thé next mee
ing; on Féebruary 20, Tom Jordan wil
discuss “The Negroes and the Trade-
Unions.”

”




LABOR .ACTION.

LABOR MUST DEFEND ITSELF!

Hands off the right to strike! For the
defense of civil rights dnd all workers’
rights! Against any wartime dictator-
ship measures!

Thirty hours a week: thirty dollars the
minimum wage; time and a half for
overtime! Rehire the jobless millions by
a six-hour shift!

Wage increases which meet rising costs!
No sales tax on consumer goods; no
taxes on wages! Freese rents and food
and clothing prices at the 1940 level 30
stop the rise in the cost of living!

No government contract without a union
contract! The closed shop in all war
industries!

Maintain and increase all pmmnent
social mlan! ‘

1.

3.

5.

SOAK THE RICH—LET THEM
PAY FOR THEIR WAR!

6. A government levy on capltal to cover
the costs of the imperialist war! Con-

fiscate all war profits!
7. Conscript all war
g workers' conirol!
8. Expropriate the "“Sixty andw:"—-!he

3 per cent of the people who own 96
per cens of the national wealth!

industries under

LABOR ACTION’S PLATFORM

Agamst Both Capitalist War Camps! For the thory of World
Labo. and the Colonial Peoples! For the Victory
‘ of the Third Camp of Socialism!

DEMOCRATIC RIGHTS
TO THE DRAFTEES!

9. ‘The right of free speech, free press and
free assembly for the men in the armed
forces!

10. $60 a month minimum for drafiess.

SMASH JIM CROW!

11. Doten with Jim Crow and anti-Semitism!
All discrimination against Negroes in the
Army and Navy, or by employers in in-
Jlulrr. must be made a eriminal 'o;f-'urf

12. For full social, economic and ...me.c
equality for. Nm-a!

BE PREPARED!

For Workers’, Defense Guards, trained
and " controlled by the unions, mkul
si‘llunla and fascist attacks! |

For an Independent Labor Pﬂr!y lnl a -
Workers’ Government! No political sup-
port to the R It govern 34

For Peace through Socialism! For im-
mediate independence of all coloniss!
Only a socialist world will destroy capi-
talist imperialism and fascist barbarism.
For a League of Socialist Nations!

13.

14.

If This Be
Treason...

A Philadelphia Negro by the name of
Carpenter has been arrested on the charge
of "'treason.” The "‘treason’’ of which he

is accused is that he is alleged to have said
~ that this "'is a white man’s war.”

- We don’t know if the government -is
. really going to go through with_this case.
We rather suspect it’s going to be dropped.
Because it’s clear that nobody with a grain
of rntelhgence would relish a trial in which
he would have to prove such a statement
elther treasonable or untrue.

"~ We do know this: if Ccrpenter is guilty
-of “treason’’ for believing that this war is
riot of benefit to the Negro people, then
_there are at least a few other million Ne-
- gro people who will have to be tried on the
same count. And there are plenty of white
workers who will be ready to challenge the
Department of Justice or anyone else. in
Washington to prove to the Negro people
- that this IS their war.

- We, for one, do not completely agree
" with the sentiments of the Philadelphia
Negro who was arrested. We agree, of
course, that this war is not being fought in
the interests of the Negro people, but we
b’eli?ve that the great mass of white peoplé
- — everyone except the capitalists — has
nothing to gain from this imperialist war,
ither.

But it is clear that in making the state-
ment that this is a “white man’s war” Car-
penter was merely expressing his bitter re-
sentment against the great lie of the war
propagandists that the war is being fought
in the interests of the Negro people of this
country.

- And for the right to express that resent-
ment, we of LABOR ACTION will fight to
_the bitter end. It is the right of the op-
pressed to raise their voices in protest; it is
the right to reject and brand the lies of the
imperialists.

The British
‘Discover’ India

Churchill and his fellow-rulers af the
British Empire -have discovered India and
its' 385 millions of people.

- After two centuries of imperialist op-
pression. and subjugation of the Indian
people, the English Tory and capitalist
- class have suddenly found out that Indig
1ot only has become a focal point in the
war, but that the opinions, the likes.and
dislikes of its people mean something.

So they are hastening—with a rush and
a panic hardly becoming to a proper Eng-
ish gentleman — not merely to express
heir great love and admiration for the In-
dians, their concern over their welfare in

4

. They see the donger of losing every-

offer.. Of independence, of freedom, of
glf-government? Of - everything that the

the war—but also to make promises ond

ing; so, out of the generous depths of
eir Tory hearts they have made India an .

“Atlantic Charter’” supposedly gucrantées
them? Not on your life!. :

They‘ve offered India—a seat on the
War Cabinet! And. then, to show they
ain’t fooling—a seat in the Pacific War
Council!

The masses of lndua cry out for freedom,
for peace, for a better life, for less exploi-
tation, for food and homes, for liberty. The
Japanese are at their very door—threaten-
ing not only the conquest of India, but to
take over for themselves every means of
British exploitation of the land.

What will satisfy the people of India?
The whole story of ‘Malaya proves that
nothing less than complete freedom and
the ousting of foreign imperialist-rule will
satisfy the long-oppressed workers ~&nd
peasants of the country. This the British
are unwilling to do, because they are un-
willing to.abandon their imperialist policy
—the reason why they are fighting the war.

In other words, it's up to the people of
India themselves to take their fate in their
own hands; to defend themselves against
Japan and England or any other imperial-
ist power that may cast longing eyes at the
country. The defense of India begins with
its Declaration of Independence!

And Mr. Imperialist Englishman offers
—two seats! Was ever an empire and rul-
ing class so bankrupt?

Even Nehru, leader of the Congress who
would go over.to England if something
were ' offered him, scorns this- "offer.”

/

Postscript to
An Incident

Last week we printed an editorial pointing out
the -significancé of President Roosévelt's attack
on the Farm Security  Administration. for pay-
ing poll taxes for Southern sharectoppers.:

Two days after. LABOR ACTION appeared the
President retracted his statement. He said he was
in favor of the FSA lending the money to share-
croppers tq pay their poll taxes, and that he had
made the previous statement because he had be-
lieved - that the -FSA gave.the money outright,
which however is not the case.

‘That this shift is rather lame is puttmg the
matter mildly.

Far more important is the fact that Roosevelt's
retraction of his attack on the FSA doesn't change
the picture in the slightest. . X

The poll tax.is imposed by the Southern sec-
tion of the Democraﬂc ‘Party. Roosevelt' is the
leader of that party. - His party, his machine in
Congress, his election strength rest in large meas-
ure with these poll tax congressmer. This sym-
bolizes the close and inseparable connection be-
tween American capitalism and the Southern Jim
Crow and poll tax reglmc

Nothing . that .any of .the capitalist pohtlcmns
say will ever change that.\ And ho weasel-worded
statements will absolve them of the responsibility
of leading a party and a government which tol-
erates the shame of Jim Crow and the poll tax.
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Labor Actlon s Tax Program.

For a Shﬁ Tax on Unchwded Prof' ts

']Ihis is ‘the thlrﬁ of a series of articles explalnins
LABOR ACTION'S four- point tsx program:

1, ‘A 100 per cent tax on all ‘war" pmﬁts

2.. A capital levy on accumulated wealth.

3. A stiff tax on undivided corporate profits.

4. A 100 per cent tax on’ all persumal incomes above
$20,000. ¥ iT -

. This week we discuss our third proposal: A stiff '
‘tax on undivided corporate profits.

One method by which large corporations retain
part of their net profit is by not dividing or distrib-
uting all of their profits instead of distributing them
to stockholders. This provides one of the most impor-
tant legal loopholes utilized by the wealthy to escape
paying heavy taxes. To make this method clear, we

will take as our example the Chase National Bank, the

country's largest bank and fourth largest corporation,’
Wlth total asaets of over three and a half bxl].mn dollars.

Net prnﬂt of the Chase Natlbml ‘Bank for 1941
amounted fo some fourtéen ahd a half million dol-
lars. “Theoretically, this” enm‘e imonnt s.hanld ‘be.
distributed to the bank’s stockholders in the form
of dividends. Actually, iiowever, only ‘ten and a

, half million dollars were so dtstﬂbuted. while the
remaining four million dollars, 27 per ‘cent ‘of ‘the
total net profif, were retalned by the ba.nk as un-
divided proﬁt. )

Since this procedure is nothmg new to the bank :

but merely a repetition of what it has been domg tor
years, it is no.surprise to learn that the bank’s total
accumulation of undivided profits now stands. at forty
million dollars. The giganti¢c hoard of undivided profits
now stands idle in the vaults of Chase National Bank,

taxes at'a time when the workers are being driven to
 the ground with new taxes. \ .

'WHO GAINS FROM THIS ACCUMULATION?

Who gains from this vast accumulation of undi-

‘vided profits? First, the bank itself gains because it
.can use its undivided profits as a reserve fund for some

future date. Second and more important, the handful
of wealthy individuals who own most of the bank’s

stock gain because by not receiving the total dividend
normally due to them this year, a prosperity year, they
avoid paying the high surtaxes they otherwise have to
pay on their personal income tax. Instead, these “eco-
nomic myalists" will receive dividends on the undi-
vided profits of 1941 in some future depression year,
when their personal incomes will not be quite as great
and they will therefore have to pay less taxes.

The - example of the Chase National Bank is not
unique but- typxcal of the procedure followed by hun-
dreds of others of America’s large corporations each
year. One of (the reports of the Temporary National
Economic Committee shows that for the year 1936, a
typical . prosperity -year, 'corporalions, in the: United
.States set aside-a total of almost one. and a half billion

. -dollars in undtwded proﬁts

six billlon dollars; this'means that on the: average al-

. most 25 per cent. of. net. proﬁt was’ retamed by corpo-

‘rations as undwu:led proﬁts Had these: undivided prof-

its ‘been distributed to, stockholders as - dividends, it

would have bpought in several hundred million dollars
additional. revenue, in the form of ‘higher personal in-
come, taxed from the recipiénts of these: diwdends

WAS LAW FOR THREE YEARS

lent objections of big business. During this period the
undivided profits tax, brought in only $176,000,000 a °
vear total revenue, ch:eﬂy because its rates were so“
very low, ranging from 7 to 27 per cent. -

LABOR ACTION ‘now proposes a stiff ta.x on,

all future corporate undivided profits, large. enough '

. to completely discourage the form of profit hiding.

Since total net profit of all corporations in 1941 is

estimated by the New York Times as eight billion
dollars, and since the report of the TNEC estlmales
that about 25 per cent of profit is undivided, it isl :

clear that a 50 per cent tax on undivided profits . .

would yield one billion dollars annually. O o

In addition, LABOR ACTION proposes that a’ stiff
tax be placed on the vast hoard of cash now lying: idle
in corporate treasuries and representing accumulations
of surplus and undivided profits of the years prior to
the war. Senator Norris estimates that the vast hoard,
of idle money in corporate treasuries amounts to ‘al-.
most sixty billion dollars, more than the United States
‘government will spend for all purposes next year.
This money' includes vast sums: which have beeén set
aside by corporations in special contingency, deprecia-

. tion, depletion and inventory reserves and :now: serve-
Since total corporate net proﬂts in that year were

no useful social function. To conscript wealth’ af a
time when human lives are being conscnp’tgd Is only,.
just.

The only peeple who would lose !rom a corpo-
rate undivided profits tax would be the 75,000 ‘per- '
sons who own half of all corporate stock in the
United States. These bloated plutocrats represent’
only one-fifth of one per cent of the couniry’s total

' 'population. The remaining 99 and four-fifths per

“In 1936 Congress passed ‘a law taxing undivided™
profits.  This tax was ‘in’ effect for only three years
unul 1939 when it was repealed because of the vio- -

cent of the people have everything to gain from an
undivided profits tax and should insist on its hnme-' !
diate passage by Congress.

serving no useful social funetion and Unb::uched_ by

.ﬂed ?!/34

REALIST AT VERSAILLES

The following discussion, according to Lincoln Steﬁeus. is reparted to have
taken place .at’ Versailles -diiririg ‘the. peace conference: The “Big Four'—
Lloyd George, Clemenceau, Wilson and the Italian, -Orlandoﬂmet in a pre-

_liminary discussion. According to Steffens:
' %At this conference M. Clemencean remarked:-

'One moment. gentlemen.

I desire before we go any l’urther to be made clear on. one very essential
point.’ The President and Preémiers. halted: and looked up expectantly

Clemenceau, who said:

‘I have heard something about. permanent plsee

There has been a great deal ‘of talk about a peace to end war forever, and I
am. interested in tliat. All Frenchmen would like to make permanent peace.
But I would like to know—ill Frenchmen would like fo knuw—whet.!:er you

mean it, the permanent peace’

‘*I-Ie dooked \at his colleagues ‘and: they nodded

wigo 1 Clemernceau said, ‘youf really mean'itl Well, it xs pomble. W‘e ean
do it; we can make the peffanent peacé. And we French need, we very
much need,; the permanent peace. Every time you, our neighbors, get into a
fight, France is the battlefield;'and our population, our armies, do not ircrease.
If there is not an end of wars'we French may be all wiped out. some day. So
you see, it is we French more than you remote ‘Americans, ‘Mr. President,
more than you safe islanders, Mr. Lloyd George, who require the security of
the real peace. But we French cannot quite believe that.you, our friends,
neighbors, allies—that you really mean what you say. Do.you, Mr. President?’

“Mr. Wilson did.
“‘And you, Mr. Premler'?'
““Mr. Lloyd George did.

“And the Italians did, of a Certamty, ves.

THE “PEACE” THEY WANTED

(]

*“Very important, M. Clemenceau muttered, as if conv!nced as if the

whole prospect were changing. and his whole policy.

‘Very important. We

can make this a permanent peace; we ean remove all the causes of war and
set up no new causes of war. It is very, very important what you'say, what
you have been so long saying, Mr. President; ' We here niow have the oppor-
tunity to make a peace that shall last forever, and fhe French people, dimin-
ishing, will be safe. And you are sure you propose ‘to selze 'thS opportumty'?'

“They did, they emphatically did.

“Clemenceau clucked in. hi§ throat; he pressed tight down the fingers of
his gloves. ‘And you have counted the cost of such a peace?' he ‘asked.
“There was some hesitation at that. ‘What costs?’

«“Well,' said the French intelligence, 'if we give up all future wars--if we

are to prevent war, we must give. up our empires and all hope of empire.
You, Mr. Lloyd George, you English will have to come out of India, for ex-
ample; we French shall have fo come out of North Africa; and you Ameri-
cans, Mr. Presidenf, you must get out of the Ehllippln% and Porto Rico and
leave Cuba alone and—Mexico. Oh, we can all go to these and other coun-
iries-but as tourists, traders, travelers; we cannot any more govern them
or exploit or have the inside frack on thein ‘We. cannot possess. the keys to
trade routes and spheres of influence. And, yes, we shall have to tear down
our tariff walls and open the whole world to free trade traffic. Those are some
of the costs of permanent peace; there are other sacrifices we, the dominmt
powers, would have to make. 1t is very expensive, peace. We French are
willing; but are you wllling tn ppy the price, all those costs of no more wars

in the world?’

““*No, no,” they' did not mean t‘hat exactly.
*‘Then, said Clemenceau, sltting up straight and ﬂstlng the table s.harply
once, ‘then you don't mean peace. You ‘mean war. And the time for. us
Frencb to. make war is' now, when we have got one of our- nmghbors down;

we shall finish l'um -and get ready for—the nex1 war.

Philly Negroes Wm
Housing Victory -

Mr. Mudge is embarrassed’
" Two weeks ago, as chairman of the

Philadelphia Housing . Authority, . hz-

came to the conclusion that the Rich-
ard’' Allen. Homes project, originally
built as a. hw-cost housing pro)ect
for low-mcome groups. . and. . now
ready for occupandy, cotild be furned
over to. défense workars mstead
thereby leaving the 900 families that
had’ been evacuated to make room
for the buildings homeless and living
under what the Authority. itseli con-
siders “imposisble conditions.™

Mr. Mudge soon found that the
mass - reaction. of Phlladelphians
headed - by various Negro organiza-
tions - was so unca:n-:pei::t.ecllq»r jsudden
and mlll_tan_t as to force the Housing
Authority to meet and vote to a
man: agafhst him and his proposal.

Mr. - Mudge -felt that the fedéral

government had betrayed him, when .

it maintained a sullen silence on the
subjéct after observing its effect on
Philadelphia workers..

In Phlladelphxa, thls is the ﬁrst

. remembered from these figures

(Rl

"

hcusing v:.ctory ach.teved by orga.n
ized working class groups. No small
part of the spirit and rmlltancy_ in
this battle stems from .the incessant
campaigns of the Workers Party in

- Negro areas. Negroes have not for-

gotten the Workers Party . in  the
Lambert Street situation, where
they mpped the rent rise in'the bud.

b

Low 'de_'es .

- Of Majority - -

i (Continued from page 1)
and $200 a week, 298,000, ‘and those
earning over $200 weekly number
695,000. If these figures are added,
it will he established that 2,032,000
earn $100 a week or over. And this
‘group makes up’ only, about 6 per
cent of the worhng popuialwn '

The  most important Ahing to “be
is
that it is the gréup totalling 38,057,
000 workers. who are now bearing
the cout of the war. The war burdéns

of the workers are increasing every
day .and before long they w1]1 be-
come almost unbearable

a.deqnate sop. -

G.E. Worke_rs
Demand $1 Raise
Speclal to LABOR ACTION -

LYN’N Mass ——An eager crowd of
G__ene_ral Electri¢’ workers jammed
into the Odd Fellows Hall here on
Tuesday, February 10. ‘It was a
mass ‘demonstration to the company

that labor is in nd mood to suffer the

brimt of war proﬂteermg The G.E.
workers, here and throughout the
country, are demanding a blanket
dollar .a day: increase to meet the
rising cost of living.

The workers, members of Local 201
of the United Electrical, Radio and
Machine  Workers of America, CIO,
filled. every foot of the hall and
loudly applauded' the vote for the
raise.

Union- securlty was the other key
demand of the meeting.

"Business - Agent| Alfred Coulthard,
spe1king in his usual conservatwe
fashion, pessimistically said that if
the management does.not give in, the
case will -go before the War Labor
Board, who may whittle the demands
'way.down.. Already the workers can
see in advance that the action of “la-
bor-leaders,” who tie our hands while
the big.capitalists have their hands
free, -is harmful to our standard of
lwmg

One of the most hopeful’ signs at
the meeting . was the emergence of
newer, younger elements who are
trying to take part in the union’s
affairs. Unfortunately, however, the
older leaders of this, the largest CIO
local in New England (18,000 mem-
bers), are doing their best fo hold
on to the reins of control

More "and more of the younger
members are pushing. forward, nev-
ettheless, and it is felt that they will
eventually succeed: in revitalizing the
local: And that the: local needs re-
vitalizing; is* the almost unanimous
opinion of the membeiship.

‘The management is constantly try-
ing to cut rates and increase profits,
and -only ‘vigilance - and ~alert shop
stewards, or councilmen, as they are
called here, ‘can stop them. Fortu-
nately, the rapid *expansion of the
G.E..here has brought enough fresh
blood into the local to make it seem
as ' though t.here is a gcmd chance
that - revitalization will . take place
here as it must everywhere else in
the country as well. . .

Congress Spikes Aid
To Unemployed - -

{Gontlnned trom page. 1)

on the princely sum of $24 a week,
as the bill provides, for just one
week and see how “luxuriously” it
allows them to live.

,Who is responsible for the hun-
dreds of thousands of auto workers
being unemployed? Certainly they
fhemselves are not. It -is the auto
bosses, “hungry for profit, who re-
fused to convert to war. production;
it “is the congressmen: and govern-

ment - officials who tolerated this at-

tjtude. it is- t.hey who are responsi-
ble . .

Make . no mlstake about it. The
auto: workers . won't take this lying
down. They're not going to try to
subsist 6n a miserable pittance of
unemployment insurance for several
months while the factories are being
converted to war. production. They
will ‘vaise their -voices. for aid—in
voices large enough. for even Con-
gress to hear, 2

And the demand they should u:ntw
is: We've lost our jobs through no
fault of our own; {herefore we
shonld be paid full trade wunion
wages while m:employed. This de-
mand; plus-an. -attack on Congress’
rn(usal 1o pass even Rnosevelts in—

; ment

Behind the
‘Fall of
Singapore

(Continued from page 1)

they want to lick the Japs—and hold on o &hﬂﬂ
colonial possessions and money bags at thé same
time. Yes, they want the Japs out of Malaya—
and themselves back in possession of the mines
and plantations so they can fake up: again whére
they left off.

They want to win the war for theu' Emplre—
but not for the people and democratic' freedom.
So the result is that the colonial people. whom
they’'ve exploited for centuries won't lift a ﬂnger ;
to help them on such terms. o . R

WhS ‘o 3 Matayan, an THARE for ! Bur- -
mese lay down his life for his master who tells
him in advance that he’ll get neither ireedom ‘nor
independence ‘for it. Churchill already.  has :in-
formed the Empire -people that. “the Atlantic
Charter doesn’t hold for thém.” And that's why
Singapore fell so easily to the Japanese who:> had
only to lick the relatively small handful of whltc
defenders.

Lord Moyne, Colonial Secretary of the EmpIré
in a message delivered to the people of Malaya
said: “In spite of grievous reverses we shall break
the enemy’'s power and restore to you your ﬂ'ee-
dom of life.”

What colossal gall and 1mpudenoe' How‘ can, tlw
British i“restore” what the people, NEVER HAD?
Exploitation and Islave labor -they had -plenty;
freedom and independence. they had plenty :of
nothing. The people of Malaya will interpret this
statement—and . correctly so—to mean that the
British want, to restore their.slave rule., 'Hardly
likely to induce them to resist the Japanese. . '

FATE OF COLONIAL PEOPLES INVOLVED

If all this was simply a matter of the handful
of British plantation owners; merchants, cap.ltal-
ists and “whiskey and soda" club snobs, we would
not get greatly worked up over it.

But a lot more is at stake than the useless exlstf
ence of the British imperialists, R

We are greatly concerned with what happeﬁs-
to the tens and hundreds of millions of people
(workers and farmers) of these cqlomal countries

The victory of Japanese imperialism represents
a great catastrophe to them. Japanese rule is.as -
brutal and savage (witness China) as any tHat
ever existed. The Japanese militarists, a_f!;er_'i__'ali.
had much opportunity to learn from watching the
British in action. They will keep the céioni.als
down with a hand every bit as iron-fisted. and
murderous as that of the English and Dutch. The'
coléhials, far from being aided.or “hberated“ by .
Japdnese vlctorles, are crushed down more mer~
cilessly than ever.

So they have an.interest. in defendlng thtm-
selves.

HOW CAN THEY DEFEND THEMSELVES? :

These people have something.to lose;: somethmg'
more than the moneybags and property,. _whlch
‘is about all the English lose. They have at stdkc..
that future which they have always dreamed: of -
and worked. for: a future in which ALL; impe-
rialists will have been vanquished and in which
they will have galned freedom and seli~govem-
ment. :

Bo they want to defend themselves. - . ...

They want to keep the Japanesq or Ge n
out of their land.” But the British offer them noil
ing but continuation of the same old imperjalist
racket. They can’t turn té their rulers. But. they
can turn to themselves!

They can defend their country in the ma,n.ner
urged by the revolutionary socialists wha- live:and
work among them: Defend their country by their
own independent initiative - and - action! ‘Defend
themselves by organizing thelr own People's Army:
and demanding the arming of the population (a

.mass arming, not giving pistols to a few théusand

Chinese boys, as the British did in Singapore).

Defend themselves by running out the British~or
any other imperialist, who attacks tlem. l)etend
themselves by brmging out the flag of mﬁml
liberation and independence; by organizing ‘their-
own government of the native people, by ‘the na-
tive people and for the native people; by ergan-
izing their own workers -and pea.sants’ gavem-.
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