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The St. Louis Star-Times Lays a Rotten Egg:

Will a Frameup Whitewash a Ly

By MAX SHACHTMAN

National Secretary of the Workers Party

The lynching of the Negro, Clec Wright, in Sikes-
ton, Mo., last January 5 sent a shudder of horror and
indignation through every person, black or white,
whose brain is not rotten with the poison of Jim Crow

thinking.
It caused the authorities a
~ ment:

First, it once more reminded the 15,000,000 Ne-
groes in the United States of just what American “de-
mocracy’’ means for them, which doesn’t fit in well
with the appeal the government is making to the Negro
“support and sacrifice for the war effort.”
That's for the Negro people in general.

Secondly, for the thousands of Negro sharecrop-
pers and day laborers in the seven cotton counties of

people to

southeast Missouri, in which the

Y

the mob-murder of Cleo Wright has only served to
strengthen their determination to organize and fight
against the kind of "democracy’ that means a wage of
$1.25 a day working from sun-up to sun-down. And
this worries even the thick-headed planters down
there, especially as the crucial cotton chopping period
which begins in May, comes closer and closer.

-

two-fold embarrass-

lynching took place,

investigate the lynching.
dignified aond very impressive.
Judge McDowell has already solemnly charged the
jury to ““follow the facts. If a man violates the law, it
is your duty to_indict him and uphold the dignity of
the law. Do not be prejudiced againsht the good Ne-
groes of the county because other people are trying to
stir up race riots.”

To overcome their embarrassment, a special grand
jury has been empanelled in Scott County, Mo.—the
first grand jury called in this county in five years—to
It's all very legal and very
And Circuit Court

;

Why not? .

vestigation”’

ynching?

The judge has to admonish the jury not to be preju-
diced against ““the good Negroes.”
admbonition necessary is sufficiently indicative of who
is on' this grand jury and what it intends to, do.
story on page 1). The judge did not find it necessary
to warn the jury not to be prejudiced against lynchers.

That he finds this

(See

- Because, nine times out of ten, the juries in such
cases in our lynch-law South are saturated to their
ears ‘with “prejudice”
Because, nine times out of ten in such cases, the
is a brutal farce aimed at covering up the
criminals, aimed at covering even their identity, which
is usually a matter of common knowledge.

Mow, this is precisely the case in the Sikeston
lynching. The names of the lynch-mob leaders are
fairly well known in and around Sikeston. A couple

' (Continued on page 4)

...in favor of the lynch mob.
“in-

Ceylon Trotskyists Are
Ouﬂawed by British

The British appointed Governor-
General of the Crown Colony of
Ceylon has by dictatorial decree
—without consulting the demo-
cratiéally elected State Council—
dissolved the largest and most pop-
ular people's party of the country,
the Lanka Sama Samaj Party. _
Along with the dissolution of this
party “he oullawed the so-called
—..United Socialist. Party—the small
group of Stalinists whose full-heart-
ed support of the war did not pre-
vent them from receiving the same
rough- treatment.

The Lanka Sama Samaj Party—a
revolutionary socialist organization
supporting’ the principles of Leon
Trotsky and the Fourtl International -
—has participated since its birth in
1935 in a struggle for full national
independence for the 6,000,000 people
of the island. No reason is given by
foreign Dictator-Governor Caldecott
for the arbitrary outlawing of this
socialist organization, but it is not
difficult to guess. .

The imperialists of Great Britain,
struggling desperately to preserve
what remains of their empire, are
anxious to fight the Japanese—but
with their own methods. Just as the
Japanesé militarists cannot tolerate
democratic movements on the part
of the people but must ruthlessly
suppress them, so the British too at-
tempt to destroy those organizations
of the colonial people that are lead-
ing the fight for national freedom.

The British will undoubtedly
claim that they passed this decree
for the sake of insuring a “unified”
defense of the island against the ap-

" proaching Japanese. Nothing is more
remote from the truth because the
Lanka Sama Samaj Party represent-
ed the will of the people of Ceylon,
who were EQUALLY opposed fo
British and Japanese (or any for-
eign) rule. This fascist-like act will
only arouse the fury of the masses
.and serve as further proof of the
\ hypocritical nature of United” Na-

tions demucracz.r \

In actuality, the Lanka Sama Sa-
maj Party has been illegal ever since
the war began. The Governor's de-

" cree only makes “legal” what has

actually existed in reality. ' Several
of the party's leaders are just com-
pleting two years—without charges
or trial—in a Briﬁish jail on‘the is-
land. The party has been slandered,

hunted down and, persecuted. with-

ottt ‘'end “by ‘the British- police: and
secret service. But British tyranny
has failed till now to daunt the cour-
ageous leadership furnished by the

British Rule
In India

Reuter's News Agency re-
ports from Madras, India,
that eight people were killed
and 21 seriously injured
when police opened fire on
workers during labor ' dis-
putes at two textile mills last
week.

N /

party and we doubt that any decree
by a reactipnary Governor will af-
fect its influence among the workers

and poor people of the island. The

party will keep alive and keep up
its struggle because it represents the
will and desires of the people of
Ceylon—freedom from all forms of
foreign imperialist rule; the right of
democratic self-government for the
people.

We print below some extracts from .

a recent manifesto to the Ceylonese
people issued by the party. This
makes it crystal clear that this na-
tionalist and socialist’ organization
stands opposed to Japanese imperial-

ism, as well as present Bntlsh im-

perialist rule.

Ceylon Trotskyists Say:

We Sd’pport

Of the Imperialist War!

Neither Side

(We print below a manifesto issued by the Lanka Sama Samaj Party,

\

the Trotskyist organization of Ceylon, issued to the workers of Ceylon.
. This manifesto exposes in burning words the fraudulent slanders which
the British imperialists have spread about the character of the revolu-
tionary movement of Ceylon. As our readers will observe, this manifesto
has more than local significance—Editor.)

Nobody needs to be told today that the war between British imperialism
on the one side and fascist Germany, Italy and Japan:on the other side is an
imperialist war whose object is the redistribution of colonies.

To pay for this war the imperialists resort to ruthlessly increased exploi-
“fation and taxation in the colonies. The signal for this rule of terror in Cey-
lon has been given by the arrest of our leaders—by which act the imperial-
ists hope to stifle the -inevitable protest of the toiling massgs against théir
intolerable burdens. While they bleed the colonies dry to pay for their war,
the British imperialisls cynically ask the colonial peoples themselves to
throw in voluntarily their weight with their rulers and thus perpetuate’ their
slavery....

The British® government...regales us with propaganda about fascist bru-

{ality.  Yet it was the Brmsh government that backed Hiiler against the
German workers and against the Spanish, Austrian and' Czecho-Slovakian
workers as well, But German brutallty is not unequalled Brutal oppression

LABOR'S OWN OFFENSIVE! -
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Grand Jury Covers Up
The Sikeston Lynchers

ST. LOUIS, Mar. 17—The grand jury
of Scott County, after a farcical in-
vestigation which lasted 10 hours,
has returned a “no bill"—that is, a
decision not ‘to further investigate—
on the Cleo Wright lynching which
took place in Sikeston on Janu-
ary 25.

The only comment Iorthcommg
from the jury was the hope that

“this would put an'end to discus-

sion and agitation about the Sikes-
ton business.”

The Scott Counly grand jury was
composed of white business men and
it was expected that they
drop the whole matter like a hot po-
tato. It appears now that so far as
the governmental authorities of “law
and order” are concerned, nothing
will be done to further investigate
the matter.

In Sikeston itself, everyone knows
‘who the lynchers were. Only, on the
part jof the business elements that
participated in the lynching, there is
a compact to keep quiet for purposes
of mutual protection and among the
Negroes there is a justifiable fear
that if they talk they are liable to
meet a fate similar to Cleo Wright's
on some dark night.

That the lynch leadérs are known
can be seen by quoting from a. spe-
cial dispatch which appeared in LA-
BOR ACTION of February 9. This
dispatch ‘said:

“And who led the Iynch mob?

would

Were they wild-men, ignorant and

~ uneducated? Some of the partici-

pants undoubtedly were, but the
leaders were among the most ‘re-
spectable’ business' men and mid-
dle class citizens in town.

“Among the prominent citizens
of Sikeston seen in the lynch mob
and alleged to be the actual lead-
ers by various persons in Sikes-
ton afraid to speak openly, were
Patrolman Dace, driver of state
highway car No. 84.

"“The man at the wheel of the
car that dragged the victim’s body
was ‘Joe Rimes, a druggist, accord-
ing to these same sources.

“Lon Noll was identified by our
informants as the man who lit the
victim’s gasoline soaked body. An-

1941,

Retail Prices
Go Up 18%

The average housewife paid 63
per cent more for potatoes in Janu-
ary, 1942,  than she did in January,
the Agricultural Department
said last week in reporting on 18 per
cent rise in retail food costs in that
period. .

Pork’ products; including -lard,
were up 5 per cent, dairy products
1 per cent, flout 4 per cent, rice 9
per cent. and potatoes 15 per 'cent

! above December, 1941 Ievels, indi-

catmg a contmued nse.

other prominent person seen in fhe
third car of the gruesome ‘parade’
was identified as Pete Medley, a
theater owner.

“Obviously the names of many
more participants in this horrible
outrage are known to others in
the mob and to those who watched
or were terrorized by the lynch-
h'lg.”

When the issue of LABOR AC-
TION, dated February 9, which car-
ried the article in which the quoted
paragraphs appeared, it created a
sensation in Sikeston. It was rapidly
gobbled up by the Negro section of
the town and created an equal sen-
sation among the “leading citizens,”

some of whom were named as par-’

ticipating in the lynching. A con-
clave of these “leading citizens" was
held to discuss what to do now that
the beans had been spilled by LA-
BOR ACTION'S correspondent; on
the character of the lynch mob.

These facts only accentuate the
legal farce that has just now been
played in Scotf County. Everyone
in Sikeston knows who the lynchers
are. It is a coinmentary on “justice”
in the South when the Scott County
grand jury dares return a “no bill.”

And it underscores once more the
need for effective, militant union or-
ganization if the Negro and white
workers, and sharecroppers of Mis-
souri are to win theu’ nght.s and
11bert1es.

To Workers’

Memo to
Phil Murray

Phillip Murray;
CIO President,
Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir and Brother:

What's happened to our demands
for a dollar-a-day increase and the
union shop? i

Are we just getting the royal run-
around from the War Labor Board,
and what are you going to do
about it?

Do 175,000 of us in the “Litile
Steel” plants have to stand idly
by while Bethlehem and the others
keep reaping in the war profits,
and we can’t meet our bills?

You told us in a radio speech to
produce, produce and produce! /

HOW ABOUT PRODUCING _A
LITTLE YOURSELF, BROTHER
MURRAY?

A Steel Worker.

\ : R

LABOR ACTION
Distributors Freed
in New Jersey

An attempt to railroad two LA-
BOR ACTION distributors at Eliza-
beth, N. J.,, for one month in jail
was smashed afier twelve days of
incessant pressure on the local cops
and the judiciary by various organ-
izations,

The distributors, John Petrelli and
Jack Scott, were seized near the
Phelps-Dodge plant and booked on
“suspicious character” charges.

Without enabling the two victims
to obtain proper legal counsel and
without a real trial, a local judge
ordered them held for 30 days.

When assistance from the Ameri-
can Civil Liberties Union and the
Workers Defense League brought
legal counsel, the judge and the
cops stalled around, and it took four
days’ additional time to get a court
record whi¢h indicated that the
judge had sentenced them for “dis-
orderly conduct,” although the dis-
tributors had not been made cog-

(Continued on page 3)

OWN OFFENSIVE!

Labor Must Protect 40-Hour
Week and the Closed Shop!

In an orgy of venomous speeches, Congress last week contin:
ued the anti-labor offensive that has recently been unleashed by
the capitalist class and its representatives by preparing to pass
bill which would abolish the 40-hour week and time and a half f
overtime, as well as outlawing the closed shop. )

This attack on the workers of America came at a time when
there was hardly a strike in the country and when the workers were
hog-tied by the no-strike agreement signed by the leaders of tila
AFL and CIO. But the anti-labor congressmen, who, though the:
have declared war on Germany, are determined to fight it against

. the American workers, continued their attacks on the labor move-
ment with unprecedented fury and venom.

Sales Tax May Be Added'__*t;
Tax Burdens

Despite the fact that the original
Treasury proposals of Secretary
Morgenthau for a new tax bill . would
strike a terrific blow at the nation's
poor—those least able to pay—it ap-
pears from;the latest Washington re-
ports that the Senate Finance Com-
mittee is serioﬁsly- considering plac-
ing a general sales tax as part of the
new tax program.

This would, of course, hit even

~ more seriously at the workers, since
)

a sales tax hits the poor four times
as hard as it does the rich, accord-
ing to a Treasury Department esti-
mate

The amenabmty of the Senate Fi-
nance Committee toward the sales
tax proposal came after the bosses
of the country, through the National
Association of Manufacturers, issued
a statement calling for a decrease in

corporalion taxes and for a general .

sales tax of 8 per cent instead.

The NAM proposal was so down-
right reactionary that it is unlikely
that many congressmen—facing the
prospect of re-electioh—will vote for
it as it stands. What now appears

It was a lesson for every Amer
ican workingman. Here Green an
Muwrray had signed away labor’
most powerful weapon—the right ¢
strike; here the leaders of labor, wer
doing practically nothing to get any
wage increases to meet the rising
cost of living; and yet Congress ant
the bosses were out to shackle labo
with a new version of the Smith
Slave Labor Bill. If was a lessor
which proved once and for all tha
if labor 'is’'to improve its condifions
even if it is to maintain its presen
conditions, it cannot give up 'the
the fight against the bosses and thei
stooges.. It must continue militan
action, otherwise it is doomed to de
feat.

President Roosevelt, reahzmg !;ha
the suspension of time and a half fo
overtime would result in such a flood
of protest from the rank and file ¢
labor (regardless of what Green and
Murray said or did) tried to cool off
the more reactionary congressmen
In effect, he said: I'm doing a pretty
good job of hog-tying the laboi
movement right now; I've got them
behind the eight-ball already; it Yo
congressional dunderheads go. ah
and pass your anti-labor . bill,: t_h
vou're liable to upset the whole ap:
plecart and force labor into militan
action, which is just the thing both
of us don’'t want!

Ominous Addition
And then, in his press conference,
President Roosevelt ominously add
ed: Yes, there may be a need fo
anti-strike and anti-labor legislation
later on (if labor gets a little tough)
but not right now. We have Hillma
and Green and Murray dancing t
our tune right how. ;
In Congress, the anti-labor  blas
was ignited by the .sudden heav'
anti-labor mail which was being re
ceived by certain Oklahoma con
gressmen. Presumably, over 40000
letters came in from “Oklahoma eciti
zens” against the.40-hour week. Mos
of them were obviously the result:
anti-labor pressure - groups, sin
they . were printed form letters
many didn't even have signaturn
Also, many of those who sent 1
letters were under the misimpressi
caused by lying newspaper pro
ganda—that. the present law pro
hibits working over 40 hours a we
while in reality it merely
payment of time and a half man
tory.
Nor did anyone take seriously: th

(Continued on page 4)

likely ‘is that the Senate Finan
Committee will bring in a tax bill}
somewhere in between the Morge
thau proposals and the NAM prﬂpﬁl
sals. Which means that the worker:
will pay through the nose—until

bleeds! A

Morgenthau’s Propo}als

The Morgenthau proposals:
gested increasing corporation: ta
by three billion dollars, increa
social security taxes by two bi
and increasing excise taxes (mos
on essential products which worke:
have to buy) by one and a third,
lion. Also, Morgenthau sugges
sharp income tax -increases.. M
of these cases, as can readily be
hit at the workers’ pocketbooks.
NAM proposals hit at those pock
books even harder. And the Sen
Finance  Committee’s bill is going
hit somewhere between very h 1
and even harder!

Yet all the necessary funds*_t-:_'t_;'
be raised—as LABOR ACTION
shown in the past few weeks-
placing taxes on those who can
ford to pay: the rich capitalist
for instance, only two. or three
the tax proposals in LABOR
TION’s tax program were put
effect, the taxes on the poor wi
not have o be increased by a ni
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JIM LAMBERT

] _ICAGO—Some of the workers at
he. Crane Company here . believe
‘the  UAW- CIO will never or-
ize the shop. Their reasons are

ny, among which..."“the com-
ny is too slick,” “there are too
ny stooges here,” ‘“you can't

now.” Those obstacles are un-

Of course, the company is slick.
es stooges to mingle.among the
kers-and spread disunity in their
« It gives an occasional wage
eage, never really enough, as a
to keep the workers from or-
izing for real wage increases. It
foisted an oily system of pater-
sm upon the workers. Above all,
rane Company, like all the oth-
yosses, uses the war, first to make
iendous: profits and then, in or-
to hold on' to those profits, tries
eep the workers unorganized.
Whenever the subject of stooges
brought up, one immediately
nks of Henry Ford. Ford really
. the stooge system down pat.
nade a practice of keeping one
ge for every fifteen men. The
g&z}‘ worked with the other men,
Hy ordinary worker. But be-
s their regular wages, they were
-extra for squealing on the other

a .set-up like that it seemed
.the men would never be able to
zé in a thousand years. Yet
rd workers cracked Ford's sys-
ide open. Today they have a
unctioning union.

st fall when the Crane workers
oving fast toward a union
zation, the company, as fast
htning, sprang an eight cent
‘hour raise. Then the stooges
. chanting “the company is
ng money, they want to share
we don’t need a union” That
~some extent effective in fight-
e union. For the workers nat-
oecame a little confused.

ver, when one stops to think’
~you:realize that the com-
7in business to ‘make money.
re, when it pays .out money
ects a return on its investment.
the company gave an-. eight
rdise it'did so in order to keep
on away from the door, be=
knew that if the plant were

OME LESSONS OF THE RIOM TRIALS

~ Since the fall of France, the American boss press has never stopped shouts
g that this fall was due primarily to the “greed of labor.” The press stead-
insisted that the strikes, the 40-hour week and other social benefits enjoyed
French labor after the general strike of 1936« were responsible for the fall
“production which eventual’ly led to the military defeat of France.

Now for the first time sonie first-hand data has been made available on
1is guestion by the very men who weré respongible for the French govern-
iental policies during those crucial years. This information is of the utmost
mportance to the American working class not only because it leads to a
arer ‘understanding of the events in France but even more so because it
ws that what happened in' France is today being repeated in America.
e testimony of the Riom defendants reveals that the chief reason why the
uection program of France was hampered was the resistance of the big
apitalist monopolies, the profiteering and greed of the big armament manu-

Daladier and his co-accused point out that they were continually ham-

| by the resistance of the armament firms which did not want to expand

ifacilities’ of production because they feared that aftér the war they
ht either lose these facilities or be unable to utilize them profitably. ‘Again
d. again the accused declare that they ‘were unable fo impose théir will on
‘ 'big manufacturers, who were unwilling ‘to abandon their big profits.

ey point out that even the timid step toward nationalization of war pro-
uction after 1936 was completely unsuccessful because. of. -the outright sabo-
ge of the big concerns. Almost unbelievable stories abouf this sabotage are
told, stories’ about how one big firny seeretly rémoved at night all its docu-
nts and plans for war produection so that the government might not get
Id_ of them, how another firm surrounded. part of its property with high
ﬁne walls in order that no communication ‘would be possible with another
‘of the same’ company’s properties, which had been seized by the gov-
rarient. They told how the Reénault Tank Works charged: prohibitive prices
for its tanks to the government, only to-lower its price congsiderably when a
mpetltor entered the market. They told how another big armament con-
m appfoached the Stalin government, asking it to intervene with Blum
). that.he would adopt a policy more favorable to the claims of the munition
&'kers. Every attempt.of the Popular Front to step up the armament pro-
ct; oh program—in the. interests of French capitalism as a whole—=was ham-
by the profiteering of the big trusts and their resistance to any attempt
B éovernment to interfere in their private business domain.

WI‘IO WANTED THE DEFEAT?

'-Of couise, it is ridiculous to believe that these big bosses wanted Hitler to
“against I"rance they were not at all willing to surrender then claim for

ep

In order for a capitalist government to fight an imperialist war. effectively,
ﬁnds it necessary, from its reactionary point. of view, to organize its pro-
cfion machine and civil life along totalitarian lines. But the internal dis-
it;f within the French capitalist class made such organization impossible.
’I_'he Popular Front government, trying to appeasé the militant working
ass with sops while maintaining the basic capitalistic system (Blum even
asted that he had been instrumental in préserving capitalismi in France!)
_l:ked under. the fatal delusion that under imperialism it is possible to
'ge totahtanan war while having both guns and bufter, as well as in-
eased ‘production. But the whole histor y of récent years has shown that,
der imperialist war, when you try to have guns and butter, you have nei-
ther  guns. nor Butter—nor irade unions.

A war. against the powerful totalitarian fascist states can be waged in two
s_only Either cannons without butter, totalitarian economy and tremen-
usly lowered standards of living for the masses; or abandonment of all
mpromising with the bosses and the creation of a  workers' government.
e is no middlefoad. Failure to see this=or lack of desire to see it—
s the reason for the defeat of Popular Frontism. Blum could neither
eff ctively organize capitalist fotalifarian war, nor unleash the tremendous
tenﬁal energies of a free workers' government. That is why he failed.

€ lesson. of the Riom trial is that it is suicide for the working class to
_believe that there is a possibility of reaching an agreement with capitalism
__the basis of “defense against common foes.” The road of. class collabora-
n is the road of defeat for the workers.

France did not fall bgcause of “labor’s greed.” France fell because it was
emoralized and disorganized by ‘a situation wherein the preletariat was in a
sition'’ to-seize power and organize a revolutionary crusade against internal
‘external fascism, but failed to do so because of the Popular Frontist

Europacus,

licago Crane Worker Discusses
ase for Union Orgamzahon

unionized, then it would. have to
shell ouf some real raises and im-
provements in working conditions.
*And from Crane's point of view it
was a worthwhile investment.

But still the company wasn't sat-
isfied. Fighting unions costs money
..of course not as much as it would
if there were a union, but at any
rate it costs & little money. So
wouldn't it be much better to let
somebody else pay the cost?

Of course! And wouldn’t the work-
er be the logical sucker? Again, of
course! So the company cut the
piece work rates 50 per cent, thus
nullifying the raise it previously
gave;

A few workers are inclined to
think that the unions should refrain
from organizing during the war.
Those workers don’t go deep enough
into the problem. If we consider
that workers organize into a union
in order to protect thejr living
standards, then- weé must conelude
that war conditions greatly increase
the need for unions: The reason is
obvious, . War, for the workers,
means high prices for food and
clothing. If the wages of the work-
ingmen remain stationary it means
that they can't buy as much as be-
fore, - hence -the decline in their
standard of living. Well, then, if the
both ends meet, there is only one
working people are going to make
thing ~ they can do. ORGANIZE!
MAKE THE BOSS PAY FOR EV-
'"ERY INCREASE IN THE COST OF
LIVING!

Family Food Bill
Up 25% Since War

WASHINGTON — The food bill of
the average family has risen 25 per
cent since the war began, according
to a report of the Bureau of Labor
Statistics. How sharp the rate of
increase is .at present can be seen
from ‘the fact that the food bill of
the average family rose 0.5 per cent
from January 15 to February 15.

Most of these increases, according
to the report took place in the vital
foods which form the majorﬂ;y of a
fariily’s féod budget’ ‘meams;  pota-.
toes;, bread, milk, vegetables; etc.

think that workers gn]oy going on-’

' Gene De

Orgamzahon During |

Theres a lot of falk these days by the very condltlons of life itself,

about surrendering the right to so long as capitalist oppression, low
strike “for the duration.” A lot of wages long. hours, poor conditions
congressional blowhards seem to- continué to “exist.

That is why the labor leaders com-
mit such terrible: treachery against
labor when: they 'sign away labor's
right to strike. Not only do they de-
prive labor. of .its most powerful
weapon, but they even hurt labor in
arbitration proceedings because la-
bor can no longér use the THREAT
of a strike as a weapon in those pro-
ceedings.

strike, that they view strikes as a
lark. They -fail to understand—or,
more dceurately, deliberately ignore
—the fact ‘that strikes are a great
sacrifice that workers make because
they have to. Workers strike because
it is the ONLY way, in most cases,
for them to improve their conditions.
And workers will be forced to strike,

Ceylon Trotskyist Manifesto
On the Imperialist War

) (Continued from page 1)

is: the unvarying method of all imperialisms, Shootmgs concentration camps,
sppression of the press, falsification of news are British methods as well as
German. .

-m'-Ceylo'n' thé police have broken up workers’ meetings; framed up and
beaten up militant workers, baton-charged peaceful public meetings and
thrown the. leaders of the people into jail without charge or trial. The
governor has used ' his’ emergency powers to throftie trade union activity
and imprison-the only politicians he could not bribe. He has closed our
press. And this is only the beginning; the future is bound to be worse.

.the British have to resort to increasingly severe oppression to suppress
the g: owing anti-imperialist movements in the colonies in order to maintain
their ‘systém. Neéither a-victorious nor a defeated Britain can any loriger
make” “concessions” to the-colonial peoples. Only .fascist methods, be they
British or German. or Japanese, can any longer maintain decrepit capitalism.

.. And what abott the economic degradation and destitution to which
British impérialism has reduced the vast massés of the Ceylonese popula-
tion?' Can German or Japanes rulers depress our starving farmers any fur-
ther, when today, stricken by flood, drought and fever, they have to.be sub-
sidized permanently to maintain life at all? And the working class, chroni-
cally .affected by unemployment.and starvation wages, whose attempts at
organization are met .with brutal oppression—how can their conditions be
worsened by any new rulers? They are just as badly off whether thé govern-
ment is British or German or Japanese. A change of miasters will bring na
change essentially in the abject poverty of their lives.

But a change of masters—is this the only prospect before us?

We understand the defeat of the British imperialists in Ceylon only as
part of the world-wide overthrow of the imperialist-system, as a blow to the
world-wide capitalist class, as a blow aimed equally at ‘British, German and
Japanese imperialism....In the struggle of the masses of Ceylon against
imperialism we see not an isolated endeavor, but a connected part of a world-
wide struggle against world capltahsm

.in Ceylon our fight against British rule is not “fifth column” activ-
ity for Hitler..., but a revolutionary struggle for political and economic
emancipation of our people. The cries about “fifth columnists” made by
the British government ... deceive nobody. Their aim is to disguise every
act of savage suppression and to sabotage the anti-imperialist movement.

Today the imperialists at war are increasing the burdens of the oppressed
and exploited masses. Mounting prices and taxes increase the cost of living
as never before. The war is a curse, inevitable under imperialism:

But the war, which must weaken the ruling class as-well, is: also an op-

portunity. The war of:1914-18 set free the workers of- ﬁussm "Who ‘¢an say

but that the revoll of India and Ceylon against the Bmtlsh during this war
may be the maich fo set alight the world revolution il‘ﬁ which alone lies the
security of all oppressed peoples? Only this will end war for all time and
prepare the way for the construction of socialism.

This is theé real solution of the guestion: On whose sidé are we? We
stand uncompromisingly for the fight for independence on the part of the
toiling masses' of Céylon. We are therefore neither on.the British) nor on
the German or Japanese side, but on the side of the intérnational workers’
revolution.- Our party does not suggest a change in impérfahst masters
nor it' is deceived by t\:e illusory rights of British. “democracy.” Wé say
boldly fo thé workers of Ceylon and to the people unﬂef théir banner:
“You have nothing: to'lose but: your chains. Strike out for your freedom
in alliance with the revolutionary workers' of the world.”"

Lanka Samd S{um,j Party.

Fears Unempibyment
“Too Attractive”
For Workers!

)
Special to LABOR ACTION
LOS ANGELES=Well ‘bét that 100
out of every 100 workers think it's
pretty tough to be unemployed . and
have to subsist (or iry to) on unem-
ployment insurance. But these 100
out of every 100 are all wrong Yes,
sir!

We say this on the authority of
none other than State Senator Clar-
ence Wood of Santa Barbara (who
manages to struggle along on a lit-
tle bit more than $18 a week), who
has suggested that unemployment
“be made less attractive” by cutting
down the amount of relief given to
those who have. been fired from' their
jobs.

Yot never knew it before, did you,
that you can get rich quick on $18
or, in most cases, less than $18 a.
week? You never knew before that
it's a temptation to stop working?

As a matter of fact, Senator Wood
ism’t as ignorant as all that. He
knows that you can’t live on $I8 a
week, especially if you have a fam-
ily and even if you haven't.

What he’s really worried about is
seén' whémn he mentions the faet that
after the war, there'll be a large de-
mand on the insurance funds since
millions of workers will lose their
jobs,

So' this: great-hearted senator is
preparing now in advance to slice
into the unemployment insurance
funds. He isn’t worried about what
is going to ‘happen to the workers
after the war. He isn’t worried about
those who lose their jobs because-of
priorities unemployment: AH he's
worried about is that life isn’t made
“too attractive” for the workers. . -

Fat chance of that happening so
long as capitalism continues!

ACT10]

This week over 10,000 leaflets ad-
vertising the special '$1.00 combina-
tion. offer of LABOR ACTION and
The New Intérnational are being dis-
tributed at all those plants and fac-
tories throughout the country where
workers. have long been familiar
with LABOR ACTION.

Literature agents have recewed
this leaflet and are giving them out
along with copies of LABOR AC-
TION. ;

Next week- we shall’ print news
about the results of this advertising
campaign, along with news about the
campaign up till now.

We are happy to announce signifi-
cant increases in our. bundle orders.
Our Philadelphia distributors: have
inereased their order from 500 to
11.000 and our Cleveland friends have
inereased their order from 20 to
1,000 And what's: more, money has
come from both cmes backing up
these increases! That's the way we
like to see it.

Say, Fellow!

What 'do you think of this paper?
Interesting? Agree with it?

Make sure you get~ it regularly.
every single 'week, by getting a spe-
cial combination sub to LABOR AC-
TION and The New  International
for . six. ‘months . for  $1.00 ($1.25 in

ADMISSION _F_gzzi
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S Spea ¢s on Labor

arf'me

During the last war, . foo. there
were the Greens and Hillmans who
told ' labory not to. even think of
strikeés. But there was ofie man who
stood against the tide. He said labor
shiould retain its right to strike, that
labor should retain its right ‘to or-
ganize. Listen to what Gene Debs
said:

“Organize,” he - said.
ther. United, very often your
poweér bécomes invineiblé. Organ-
ize to get up to your fullest capac-
ity. Organize. Act together. And
wheén yow organize industrially
you will soon learn that you can
manage industry as well as oper-
ate industry, You can soon find
that you don't need the idle for
your miasters.  They are simply
parasites. They don't give you
work. You give them jobs taking
what you produce. You can dis-
pose of them. You don't need them
to depend upon for your jobs. You
ought. to own your own tools; you
ought to ¢ontrol your own jobs;
you ought to be industrial free i
men instead of industrial slaves.
ORGANIZE INDUSTRIALLY.”

Debs got prison for his troubles,
but is there a word in this that was
not true theén, or is false now? No.
Did the government of the boss class
jail him because it thought these
words ‘were ‘lies? Hardly. The rul-
ing class knew every word of Debs’
lesson to be.irue, and that if too
many people heard these words
their profits might be torn from
them and put to work to build some-
thing that sounded like socialism.

That is why they feared the voice
of Gene Debs. That is why they put
him in prison. But Debs’ voice could
not be stilled. It rang out the mes-
sage of truth, of socialism. Listen
again to what Gene Debs said:

“Through the history of the ages
you have been oppressed, you have
been . degraded. When you go for
a job to. the master class, you work
under conditions they preseribe.
You depend upon them for tools,
you work for their benefit. Do you
like this? This is capitalism.

“The system in which you eén-
rich your masters and impoverish’
yourselves, the system under which
5 per cent of the people own the
'u?eal'tp of the copntry and -the
great body of the people struggle
through all the years for an ex--
istence and pass away without
ever hzwing enjoyed one hour of
reak Tife. How pathiétic and tragic
(it vis that in our land, with its
" boundless resources and treasures,
its machinery, its workers, every-
thing for production for every
man, we have in the midst of these
benefits- the great body of the peo-
ple struggling for existence.”

Those are the words of Gene Debs,

. one of the greatest men in American
history, a man who wasn’'t afraid to
speak ‘the truth. That was his pro-
gram then;.it: is our 'program today;
it must become the program of every
worker tomorrow.

“Gét toge-

Some I'.iljht on
Burma’s U. Saw

A recent issue of the London New
Statesman would appear to throw
some light on the mysterious case
of the arrest of the nationalist Pre-

" mier of Burma, U. Saw, on unsub-
stantiated charges of being in league
with the Japanese after he had gone
to Britain and there had his request
for Burma's independence rejected.

The New Statesman, a liberal

journal, writes:

“To call this man [U. Saw] a Quis~
uing is to invert the facts. On the
evidence he'is one of the least pro-
Japanese of Burman politicians. He
appears to be a Burman patriot who
offered on terms to forget that we
conquered his country. We, rejected
his very modest c¢onditions and he
has presumably decided to ask whe-
ther Japan would do more. What is
Britain’s title to his ‘loyalty’? That

we drain away the natural riches of .

his country, teak, tin and oil? We
owe the assurances he sought in vain
to ourselves, his countrymen and all
our allies. What we owe to Burma
we owe' in even ampler measure to
India. By refusing to free depen-
dencies, we feed the arsenals of Ja-
pan with political fuel as for years
we fed them with aviation spirit
[gasoline]. Not so can Hitler be de-
stroyed.”

In Philadelphia, Hear:
‘Who Will Pay for the War?”

A Lecture by PAUL TEMPLE
Philadelphia Organizer, Workers Party
SUNDAY, MARCH 29 at 8:15
810 LOCUST STREET
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German People

By SENTINEL _
We here are familiar with the
mood that has spread over the Allied
camp in the war. The victories of
Japan have underlined the practi-

‘cally unanimous feeling that this is

going to be:-a long war. We know
also what the state of morale is
among the peoples in. the Allieéd
countries. Lack of enthusiasm, pessi-
mism and no faith in the Allied slo-
gans' characterizes thé common man.
Justifiably he senses that this war
is just a continuation of the impe-
rialist struggle of 1914-18. He sees
how in the Fast East the asplratmns
of the colonial peoples for freedom
and a better life are totally ignored
by those who claim to be fighting
for democracy. The stakes revolve
around much cruder objects—such
as oil, tin, rubber, markets and the
terrific exploitation of native labor.

At the same time at home the most
crushing burdens are inereasingly
heaped on the backs of the wage
earnets and the totalitarian vise is
tightened more and more. On the
other hand, merale is not improved
by the tremendous profit accumula-
tions by the bosses. In the armed
forces the millions of youth are cer-
tainly no more inspired than the rest
of the population. They feel that
they are only at the beginning of a
terrible slaughter.

That this feeling is' not confined
to the Allied side of the war is one
of theé things that is striking about
Hitler’s latest memorial speech. No
longér does Hitler give the Ger-
man people a date for the final
victory. The Axis camp agrees
with the Allied camp that the war
will be long. Hitler too goads the
people on to ever greater sacri-
fices, holding always before them
the nightmare of 2 super-Versailles.
He is frank enough to admit that
the present war is but a continua-
tion of the First World War. He
calls the Axis powers, in which he
includes his new aHy, Japan, the
have-not nations who are fighting
for “lebensraum” at the expense of
the “have” nations.

A New Versailles

Hitler knows how shocked the
German people were by the entrance
of the ,United Stafes into the war.
Still he can turn this feeling into
. hatred .against America, because he
can show that the Amerwan rulmﬂc
class plans to put the German peo-
ple into a_ new Versailles straight-
jacket. Again and again Hitler em-
phasizes this point. It is the main
factor of German morale and as-
sumes decisive importance as the
easy victories of thée German mili-
tary machine fade into the past. Yet
none among the United Nations—not
even Russia—is capable of offering
the German people any other alter-
native than' the bitterness of an-
other such “peace.”

Hitler can therefore reveal to the
German people’ that there were at
least 1,500,000 German casualties on
the Russian front, that Russian re-
serves are apparenily limitless and

THE WORLD _AT' W/AR
Hitler’s Speech Goads the

' For a Long, Murderous War

to Sacrifice

that the spring and summer will be
thé seasons- of new unparalleled
battles. =
Winter's Trials

Hitler described ta the German:
people the terrible.tirials during the
winter of the German-armies-in" Rus-
sia. Only the fear of what an Allied-
victory would cost them can explain
the fanaticism with* which, the Ger-
mans have held on to four-fifths of
the territory in Russia conquered by .
themn in their sweeping offensives of
last sumimer and fall. Sincé no at<
tempts™ to undermine Hitler politi-
cally are or can bé made by the im-
perialistic Allied camp, the German
people have no alternative but to
put their faith in Hitler's new proms
ise to them of Russian annihilation
by next summer.

By the same token Stalin ecannot
avoid the dangers confronting; him
when the German - offensive un-
folds. Since he has no political pro-
gram for the Geérman. masses hé
seeks to prevent the preparation of
the coming  German offensive by
hurling mass upon mass of Russian
troops against the strategically held
German positions. On the Ukrainian
sector alone Timoshenko has lately
thrown a force of 1,500,000 Russian
troops in an effort to loosen the hold
of the German armies on the jump-
ing-off places for a drive against the
Caucagus.

One can be sure that when the
German armies start their offensive
their strength in mechanized equip-
meént will be no less than when they
invaded Russia. It
doubtful 'that the Russians will be as
equally well supplied despite the aid
given them by their Allies and des-
pit€ the reports of enthusiastic Rus-
‘sian supporters; Thé arsenal of Gers
many has been going full blast all
these months. Russian industry - at
the same {ime wasg minus the great
industrial areas which were in the
hands of the German invaders. Rus
sian production can hardly escape
this- fact.

Favorable as is the German posi-
tion in Russia, the German people
cannot fail to see the new tremen-
dous dimensions of the war. They
realize that the entry of the United
States into the war has postponed a
final German victory, regardless of

“ile hisw Battles that may be woniin:
Rilssia. All that Hitler can promise.
them is a compensat.mg' ‘permanent”
peace affér years of terrible struggle.
Hitler’'s “peace” can be no more per-
manent than the “peace” purchased
by an Allied victory in 1918, _

In both imperialist camps the
peoplés have o real hope. Wiiat-
ever they have is conditions by the
fear of something worse in case of
defeat. Soon the war will be en-
tering on its fourth year. Hunger,

' disease, death are alréady taking

théir enormous toll: The promises
of Hitléer, Roosevelt, Churchill' and

Stalin. are finding less and less of
a response in the peéoples of both
impeérialist camps.

CIO Teamsters Lick AFL
Rival in Boston Election

BOSTON—The CIO Téamstérs &
Warehousemen's Local (URWDSEA)
emerged victors this week over Dan
Tobin of the AFL Teamsters Union
and the R. H. White Co.

In 1938 the 234 workers-in the
warehouse and on the trucks of the
R. H. White Co. joined the AFL
Teamsters Union. They affiliated
with thig union only after they had
been promised an industrial and
democratic © set-up: In time other
drivers and warehousemen- were or-
ganized into this local and it grew
into one of the most militant locals
in this area.

Tobin's agents in Boston, realizing
that they would lose control over the
Teamsters Joint Council if this mili-
tant local were permitted to develop,
decided to break it up and send the
members into .three “controlled” 1¢-
cals. The workers rebelled, refused
to pay dues, and joined the CIO.

The CTO immediately notified the
company and Massachusetts Labor
Relations Board that the AFL agree-
ment was expiring and  that it
wished an election to prové that the
workers wanted the CIO as its col-
lective bargaining agent. Every sin-
gle worker signed a statement to this
effect and it was presented as e\n-
dence to the State Board.

Wh_ile heaungs were being held by
the State Roard, the company re-
newed its agreement with the AFL
and Commissioner’ Moriarty, chair-
man of the State Départment of La-
bor and Industries, léft on a hurried
trip to Florida. s

Demand Election

The workers refused to take - it
lying down. One hundred and fifty
of them, instead. of going to work,
the very next day mvadéd the State
House and demanded an élection to
_prove ihelr choice. The éituatlon was
“so full of dynamiﬁe that‘ Monarty

returned from Florida on' the same
plané that had brought him there.

Moriarty suggested . mediation of
the entire problem. This would have
meant delay, demoralization. Once
again the workers stormed the Sfate
Houes and this time forced Moriarty
to grant them an election.

In the election the AFL Teamsters
received only THREE votes. But
the AFL insisted that whereas they
had a signed closed shop agreement;

“.thé company fire évery single work-

er who did not immediately rejoin
them. The company found itself in
a well deserved mess. It had signed
an agreement with a union that the
workers' did not want. Now bécause
of the election it was forced to rec-
ognize the CIO,as the legitimate un-
ion of the workers Thereupon -the
AFL bégan picketing until it was
stopped by an injunction.

The workers began their negotia'-
tions, the company fried to stall, and
the workers, in their habitually mili-
tant way, went on a couple of sit-
‘downs (and forced the company to
pay them for the time lost) and the
result was a signed union agreement.

The agreement provides for a 44- |
hour week. time and a half for aill
ovértime, 10 per cent general wage
increase, seven paid holidays, two
full days’ pay for two half-day holi-
days, vacations, cost of living clause
and a closed shop. Uniforms must
be purchased and ‘mended by the
company and the uniforms must
bear the union label; safety of vehi-
cles must be guaranteed by the com-
pany; if a worker is injured .on the -
job and must interrupt his work to
visit a hospital or doctor hé shall not
lose any of his salary; all trave]ing
expenses shall be paid by the comi-
pany; whoéver ‘is' drafted shall re-
céive threé weéeks' full salary plus:
vacation benéfits; chieckoff sénior-

ity, ete.

is extremely '

(1




LABOR -

ACTION

Of Special
Interest
To Women

By Susan Green

The Gallup Poil has conducled a survey and dis-
covered that one half of the housewives of the country

©are w:lhng to take jobs in plants doing war work.

In taking this poll, however, the Gallup people did
not acquaint. the women canvassed with one very per-
tinent fact—which Lmdoubtedly would have influenced
the vote.

How do you think v'vpmen- would react to a q-uestion
about their willingness to take jobs in war production
if'at the same time they were told that in November,
1941, the hourly waged of women in manufacturing

" plants were THIRTY-FIVE PER CENT LOWER than

those of men? This is the figure of the National Indus-
trial .Conference Board.

Women intelligent endugh to' understand the rela-
tion between profils and wagés would certainly not see
why they should “contribute to the national emergency”
if their “contribution”\goes into the bursting pockets of
the bosses.

L ]

Gallons of ink and tons: of papér are being wasted
in agita‘!:ing- women- to go'into war industries.. Women'
will be forced into factories by the gastronomic and
other needs of themseélves and their families in the bit-
ter times ahead.

' The important thing is that these working women
should not be exploifed because of their sex.

' How about agitating Congress—always so' full of pro-
posals to' eurb labor—to pass a law’ makmg the bossés
pay equal wages for equal work regardless of the sex
of the worker!

But don't suppose for one rmnute the boss press will.
do this. The only agitation for equalization of wages
will come from the unions. Every working man out of
his swaddling clothes undérstands that as more women
énter industry at. lower wages, the wage levels of all
workers ave increasingly threatened.

Workers' standards won by blood and sweat can be
preserved only by an intensified drive to organize all
women workers—and the unions must make the equal-
ization of wages a reality.
* L3

The war has forced ubon Americans a new glory.

- The masterminds of racketeering in this country 'are

a

being emulated abroad.

According to sundry reports, the Black Market of
England is run on the same lines as the booze racket
here during prohibition days. Several writers: declare
that: Black Market operators have learned many valua-
ble lessons in business organization from our own rack-
eteers. The result of their efficiency is that today in
England there are no shortages and there is no ration-
ing for those who can pay Black Market prices—just
as in prohibition days the wealthy could guzzle excel-
lent liquor to their hearts’ content.

It is a foregone conclusion that, as shortages and
rationing become. more and more felt in this country—
the home of thé mastérminds of racketeering—the boys
will get on the job. The methods of prohibition days
will ‘beconie ‘as modernized as' a, Ayingforiress—but
much more noiseless. As a result no dollar-a-year man,
nor his kith and kin, will want for anything. The war
profifeer and the war racketeer! will be united in wed-
lock by the law of supply and demand. .

As in England, the family of the American worker—
who creates the wealth the war profiteer will partly
share with the war racketeer—will of course, lack many
things. .

*

Theére is an old tradition in England that an officer
i3’ more or less helpless without a sérvant.: This is not
exactly democratic, but a British officer is still waited
on hand and foot. He is brought his tea in the morning,
his' shoeés are shined, his uniform is kept frim, his but-
tons polished—he is even guided into his jacket. |

All this used to be done for the big stiff by a man-
servant. With the shortage of manpoweér, however, in-
stead of shifting for himself, as most' people do, girls
from the various services have 'been assigned as “maids”
to his royal highness, ‘the officer.

Catne a day when a big stink about this arrangement
was let loose in the House of Commons. As réported by
William D. Bayles in the Saturday Evemng Post, a vio-
lent debate raged back and forth, in the course of which
charges were made of universal immorality in the serv-
ices, of the spread of diséasz, and of thé constant in-
crease of prégnancies. Many members became very in-
dignant and shouted their deénials of the charges.

Nevertheless matter-of-fact arrangements for the
care and confinement of girls who become prégnant in
the services have been secretly made. A girl is granted
leave from her contingent, and all details are éasily and
efficiently attended to. All, of course, on thé quiet.

In Nazi Germany, a similar situation was jubilantly
welcomed as a solution to the population problem. Ev-
ery . girl was urged- as a patriotic duty, to have a baby
by a soldier—but preférably by an officer.

. However, neither the secrecy of the British nor the
blatanéey of the Germans can hidé a nasty fact. In every
country alike, this useless imperialist war has broken
down norms that civilization has found necessary and
desirable.

There is already plenty of evidence to the same effect

" in 6ur own country.

Have you noticed how the \vol\flnteer salesmen of
Defense Savings Stamps combine bUSI‘IleSB with pay-
triotic duty? ;

The following advertisement is typical: “FANNIE
HURST, Author of ‘Lonely Parade! will sell Defense
Savings Stamps from 4 to 5 p'm. this afternoon at BON-
WIT TELLER, Fifth Avenue, New York.”

What do you think happened to the sales of “Lonely
Parade” in the book department of Bonwit Teller that
‘afternoon?

Both Miss Hurst and the department store ungques-
fionably found it pays to advertise—ﬁefense Savings
Stamps!

So also Miss Glamora, lovely star of “A- Kiss for Lib-
érty,” that amazing new film you just must not miss,
will sell Defense Savings Stamps to you—but hold onto
the price of admission to the movie.

| We Caug.hl' "You!

Imagine; you; a ‘big hesman; reading Susan Green's
womien's : column! But; just between: oursélves, wasn’t
it pretty interesting? W‘hy not bring it home to the
wife?

And why not.make sure of- gethng LABOR ACTION
and its sister magazirne, The New International, regu—
1a¥ly bif ﬁlﬁna‘ in thé Blank on this' psge'?

Edgar Snow Writes on the Far East:

Will Britain Give Freedom fo

Out 'of the mass ‘of written mate-
rial on the problem of Asia in the
war; oné article stands out—though
we' cannot agree with it—as com-
paratfively - infelligent. That is an
article by Edgar Snow in the Satur-
day Evening Post of March 14, which
is mistitled for circulation purposes
as “How to Blockade Japan,” but
really discusses the situation of the
Asiafic colonial people in 'relation to
the present war.

Snow writes with a certain kind
of realism. Not the realism that in-
Volves a genuine understanding of
the social, economic and political
forces involved in the Far East, but
at least with a certain realism. The
théme of his article is that, for pur-
poses of military exigency, it is es-
seéntial for the Allied camp to .im-
mediately free the 'Asiatic colonial
peoples in In'dia, Burma, Ceylon,
ete.

Snow is not 1mpressed as he says,”

with the “ethical or moral questions”
involved; he writes from the point
of view: How can Allied imperial-
ism win the ‘war?

He therefore .begins by surveying
the military situation. His conclu-
sions are extremely pessimistic from
the| point of view of Allied imperial-
ism. Japan has' six million men un-
der arms in the Far East; it is' doubt-
ful:if the total Allied force of white
soldiers comes to a small fraction of
that. Snow writes: “Through her
seizure of Indo-China, the Philip-
pines, Thailand and paris of Malaya,
Bornéo and the Celebes, Japan has
for the first time got adequate
sources of chrome, wood pulp, hemp,
coal, iron, rubber, tin and many other
essentials.”

And again, “Conceded adequate
oil, the only remaining unknown fac-
tor would be the tempo with which

Polis

Open Anti-Semites Into Its Ca

The Polish “Free Government in
Exile,” whose Premier is General V.
Sikorski, has recently added to its
cabinet two open fascists, notorious
for their anti-Semific backgrounds,
despite the fact that it poses as a
"democratlc” government interested
in “réstoring” liberty to Poland.

The two leaders of the Polish Fas-
cist Party, the “Endeks” Party, who .
have been added to the cabinet are
Marion Saidu-and Prof. V. Kamar-
nitski, the latter having been pro-
moted to the post of Minister of
Justice.

Behind this open alignment of the
P lish “Free Government” with the

i-Semitic “Endeks” there lies a
long story of intrigue in Polish refu-
gee circles, part of which is revealed
in an interesting article by Menashe’
Unger, published in Thé Day, a Jew-

ish language daily., of March 14.

The “Free Government” of Sikor-
ski at its' very inception was an out-
right reactionary government. . It
was composed of a numper of Pol-
ish right-wing nationalists, of the

Corporate Profits
Jumip 50 Per Cent

Statistics showing the dquarterly
earnings and dividends of large cor-
porations, published by the Federal
Reéserve Board recently for the first
time, indicate that both have climbed
sharply in the last three years.

A total of 629 industrial corpora-
tions had ‘earned net profits, after
taxation, of $1,465,000,000 in 1939,
$1.818,000,000 in 1940 and $2,181,000,-
000 in 1941. Their profits, therefore,
increased about 50 per cent. “This
ratio of in¢rease also is borne out
by statistics for the net profits of 152
industrial companies, after taxation,
which were $847,000,000 in 1939,
$1,028,000,000 in 1940 and $1,152,000,-
000 in 1941.

March Issue of
New International
Now Available

. The March issue of The New In-
te1 national appeared last week with
a number of extremely inferesting
articles. It is dressed in its new,
modern distinctive format and con-
tains the following material:

The Future of the War, by M.S.

An Economic Review of 1941, by
Albert Gates.

The British Congquest of India, a
thesis of the Indian Trotskyists.

Programs for German Defeat, by
Henry Judd..

Soeialism and National Liberation,
a- discussion article by J. W. Smith.

The Social Roots of Opportunism,
an Archives selection from the writ-
ings of Gregory Zinoviev.

A review of Gunther’s Inside Latin
America, by Jack Wilson.

This issue sells for 20 cents. Get
your copy now. And. better yet—
why not get the special combination
offer of LABOR ACTION and The

New Infernatlonal for six months.

for -only $1.00

-government having

Japan could exploit this and other
captured ‘raw materials of war and
convert them to- military ploductmn
on the scale requiréd.”

In other words, Snow informs us,
Japan is now sitfing on the top of
the Far East pile. How, he asks, can
the Allies dislodge the Japanese?

In one of two ways. Either they
launch a tremendous expeditionary
force numbering in the millions—
certainly considerably outnumber-
ing,the Japanese if military success
is to be obtained—or mobilize the

millions of Asiatic peoples who are:.

now colonials under Allied rule and
pretty much indifferent to the out-
come of the war.

The first course involves a tremen-
dous sacrifice of American manpow-
er, since that is the only possible
source. It cannot be immediately ef-

fected and the delay in bringing a
large expeditionary force also al-
lows Japan to exploit its newly-won
resources and consolidate
military bastions.

The second course, Snow tells us,
is possible only if the Allies free
colonies—which means, first of .all,
India. '

Snow paints a vivid picture of the
tremendous resources India posses-
ses. Potentially, India could build up
an economy more powerful ‘and rich-
er than that of the United States.
But fthat has not taken place, mainly
because British imperialism prevent-
ed it, fearing competition for its
own industries. ,

India has the resources to smash
Japan, provided the Indian people

. want to utilize them against  Japan.

Therefore, Snow says: Free India.

Aﬂant'ic- IC;h‘arter' Not for Africa...

Prime Minister Winston Churchill
gave his reply last week to the 20,-
000,000 natives of Nigeria, West Af-
rica, who had requestéd a clarifica-
tion of the Atlantic Charter. They
wanted to know if the section of
the declaration . that ‘states that the
“right of all peoples to choose thé'
form of government under which
they will live shall be respected” ap-
plied to them.

Mr. Churchill replied:

“President Roosevelf and the
Prime Minister had primarily in
mind the restoration of the sover-
eignty, self-government and na-
tional life to the states and nations
of Europe now under Nazi rule.

“The declared policy of His Ma-
jesty’s government with regard to
the people’ of the British Empire is

Sikorski type, who had been lead-
ers in the anti-Semitie, semi-fascist
regime which had existed in Poland
prior to its joint ‘occupation by Hit-
ler and Stalin. In addition there
were representatives of - various lib-
éral and conservative bourgeois
groups. Finally there were the Pol-
ish - social-democrats, .
as usual, a “left” covering for this
group of disreputable politicians try=
ing to re-establish thémselves in
power.

For a period of time there was a
considerable scandal in England
when it was disclosed that the pa-
pers of and around the Sikorski gov=
ernment were including subtle and
at times not so subtle anti-Semitic
propaganda.

At the time of the signing of the
Polish-Soviet pact, which came after
Hitler blew up his, love feast with
Stalin and when Stalin now needed
the very Poles he had helped Hitler
subdue, three members ‘of the Si-
korski government resigned in pro-
test at the signing of this pact. They

‘included the aforementioned Marion

Saidu, the anti-Semitic fascist who
has now once again been added to
the Polish “government in exile.”

Fascists Campaign

The fascist wing of the S1k0rsk1
withdrawn, it -
then began a sharp campalgn against
the = Sikorski government. These
Polish fascists, whose program is to
subsfitute their brand of totalitarian-
ism for the Hitler variety, attacked
the Sikorski.government for its rain-
bow composition and for its failure
to adopt an intransigent totalitarian
stand. Under the leadership of their
Polish fuehrer, Dr. Belitsky, they be-
gan a propaganda campaign in Pol-
ish circles in England and America.

In Amerca, Unger informs us, this
campaign was conducted by a for-
mer member of the Pilsudski cabz-
net, Ignazi Matchevski.

While there was of course no prin-

who! provided, - -

already in harmony with the high
conception of freedom and justice
which inspired the joint declara-
tion, and the Prime Minister does
not consider that any fresh siate-
ment of policy is called for in re-
lation to Nigeria, or West African
‘colonies, generally.”
“ What Churchill is saying in these
pompous senterices is that the Atlan-
tic Charter’s promises do not apply
to the colonials of Africa (it is much
easier for Britain to promise free-
dom to people ruled by another im-
perialist power, Germany, than to
give freedom to those ruled by it-
dalf).
The statement that the British co-
lonial policy is in harmony with a
“high conception of freedom and jus-

"tiee” will be accepted by the Afri-
© can people for the bitter farce it is.

cipled- political difference between
Sikoérski and these fascists, they had.
considerable tactical différences.
Sikorski was in favor of collab-
oration with Stalin while they were

~codl to that idea. They still were ob-

séssed with the fear of Stalin taking
théir political porridge after the war:
was..over. When Sikorski returned
from Russm he announced, howewver,:

~that Stalin had promised him that he

would respect a post-war independ-
ént Poland and that he (Stalin) had
no intention of stimulating revolu-
tions. This appears to have taken
the wind out of the “Endeks” sails
since two of theéir leaders subse-
quehtly joined the Sikorski cabinet.
Attitude Toward Jews

Another tactical - disagreement
which was resolved in practice was
the guestion of what attitude to
take toward the Jews. The fascist
“Endeks” were for open anti-Semi-
tism while the Sikorski goveifnment,
facing the need of posing as a “dem-
ocratic™ government in order to gain
the support of the people in the Al-
lied countries, as well as the Polish
people and the Polish social-demo-
crats; issued a statement disavowing
anti-Semitism. That this statement
is not worth the paper on which it
is written can be seen from the
three following facts:

1) The reactionary, anti-Semitic
record of the Sikorski crowd in
“pre-Hitler Poland. i

2). The record of Prof. V. Ka-
marnitski, latest “Endek” addition
to the Sikorski cabinet, who, when
he was a professor in Vilno Uni-
versity, forced his Jewish students
to.sit on separate Ghetto benches.
This is the new Minister of ... Jus-
tice!

3) At the recent conference of
governments in exile held in Lon-
don, each government presented a
dossier listing the crimes which the
Nazi invaders had committed
against its people. When the Pol-
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India?

Things are not quite as simple as
all that, however. Does Snow=—who
knows what the score is—really be-
lieve that British imperialidm would
give up that “truly most precious
jewel in the empire” voluntarily?
Of course, such a step might help
Britain win the war militarily; but
in reality it would mean the defeat
of British imperialism even before it
,joined battle with Germany, because
such a step would mean the destruc-
tion of the British Empire—the main
stake in the war.

“What do a few hundred millions
matter when we are throwing away
‘billions into the furnaces of war
and millions of men are dying?”
Snow asks.

Yes, what do they mean? But that
is the tragedy of the war: that mil-
lions of men are dying and billions
in wealth are being destroyed in
order to presérve imperialism.

What we can learn from Snow is
this: the resources of the Asiatic co-
lonial world are truly tremendous.
Japanese imperialism could be
wiped off the earth if India were a
free nation. But the prerequisite for
that is the removal of British Impe-
rialism from India.

Snow's article is_ complete confirm-
ation of LABOR ACTION’S position
on the war. He himself does not
once attempt to guess what the pos-
sibilities are of the Allies following
his suggestion. Because he probably
knows well enough that no imperial-
ist power will voluntarily surren-
der its possessions and wealth.

The resources are there, The man
power is there. All that is needed
is  the revolutionary leadership
which can crystallizé the desires of
the colonial people into an aggres-
sive program of freedom and wipé
imperialism off the face of the earth.

“Free Government”’ Takes Two
binet

ish Foreign Minister, Ratchinski,
listed his vietims heé did not have
a word to say abont thé Nazi bés-
tialities against the Polish Jews.
This cannot but be interpreted as
deliberate disdain for the Polish
Yews when one is further in-
formed that previous to his speech,
Ratchinski was handed a detailed

5 ilist of Nazi atrocities against Pol-
ish Jews which was drawn up by
the “Board of Députies of British
Jews” and which Ratchinski re-
fused to use.

This, then, is a picture of the Pol-
ish “Free Government” led by mili-
tarists, reactionaries, anti-Semites
and fascists. This is the government
which deals officially in  the name
of the Polish people with Washing-
ton and London.

What will the “democratic” propa-
gandists have to say about this? What
will the Jewish nationalist defenders
of Allied imperialism have to say?

How can they possibly whitewash
this latest evidence as to the anti-
Semitic and pro-fascist government
of “Free Poland?”

William Pickens
On the Carpet

Ignoring -and possibly sanctioning
‘one of the most livid blots on the
war scene today, the segregation of
white and colored in the armed
forces, William +E. Pickens, syndi-
cated columnist in the Associated
Negro Press and member of the
NAACP, was called down by the lat-
ter organization for his attitude in
recent columns.

A member in good standing of the
NAACP, Pickens has been abandon-

ing the principles of the group in his

articles, emphasizing “national de-
fense” and forgetting the fight for
racial equality.

«  Significant excerpts from Pickens'
column have been quoted to: ,Iusnfy
the stand of the NAACP: LIt
(the Army) is planning to win a war,
in spite of segregation or of those
who oppose segregation. This is the

_Army’s business. If the Army were

led by fools, they might decide to
settle the ‘race question’ first—and
then try to win this war afterward.”
In other words, Pickens virtually
okays the Jim Crow policy.

Gov.ernment Workers
Are Jim Crowed

Negro government workers are
feeling the oppression of segregation
more and more in the nation’s capital
as the latest report crops up from

the Railroad Retirement Building in -

Washington. Girls working there for
the quartermaster corps: have been
very politely requested to make use
of the downstairs dining room for
their own “comfort.” Most of them
have stuck to their guns, though, and
are still using the main dining room,
refusing to be embroiléd in the vi-
cious diseriminatory practices notor-
ious in Wa“shmgton

setting, be without India? An empty, lifeless shell;

A Program
For Indian
Independence

"“India, the largest, the longest dominated and
exploited of British conquests, the richest field of -
investment, the source of incalculable plunder and
profii, the base of Asiatic éxpansion, the inexhausti-
ble reservoir of material and human resources for
British wars, the focus of all British strategic alms,'
the pivot of the emplre and bulwark of British world
domination. . |

1y

This statement, taken from an analysis of the prob-
lem of India written by the Indian Sec¢tion of the Fourth)
International, sums up the importance of that vast coun
iry for Great Britain and its finance-imperialist rulers,
‘What would the empire on which the sun is now rapidly]

small, highly industrialized group of islands; the Wh.ltg-
cliffs of Dover surrounded by the bleak seas of they
North Atlantic.

Now the hordes of Japanese militarism and 1mper1a1—
ism stand at the frontier of India. The Japanese Navy]
—having admittedly wiped out in a single action thal

entire Asiatic fleet of the United Nations’—rules th
monsoon-swept waters of the Indian O¢ean. Premie
Tojo, spokesman for the feudal-military-capitalist rulers
of the Japanese Empire, boldly informs the people o
India that “their turn is next.” i

What is the situation in India, from: the standpom
of that nation’s defense?

(1) Britain has deliberately sabotaged the expan-
sion and building of Indian industry because it did
not want it to compete with British manufactures.
Result—India manufactures ONLY small arms and
light. munitions; no airplanes, fanks, autos, trucks,'
anti-aircraft guns, ete.

(2) All of India’'s fortified defenses face {hke th
famous naval guns of Singapore!) in the wrong direc
tion. The seacoasts on the East and West are defense-'
léss and unfortified. All the forts are in the North, Iac
ing . Afghanistan and Soviet Russia

(3) There is no Indian Navy—only a few mmesweep
ers, patrol boats and ferries.

(4) The Indian Army (restricted rigidly fo Mosle?n

and Sikh soldiers in pursuance of typical British divide-

and-rule policy) numbers a mere million; has little or

no training in modern forms of warfare and, most im:-
portant’of all, is dominated by reactionary and narrow:
minded British officers. It is primarily an army of paid
soldiers, organized to do Britain's work. It is NOT a
mass army of the Indian people.

(5) Britain has refused to give a single real conceSh i
sion to the people of India, designed to rally their sup-
port. How Emperor Hirohito must have rejoiced when
he learned of Churchill's refusal of nationalist demands
for freedom and proposal, instead, “Dominion Status
years after the war!

(6) Britain has raised a storm of indignation over:
India by its criminal massacre of 10 Madras textile
workers who had gone on strike. Churchill, by this
act, sealed in blood his declaration to the effect that
India shall not go free, so long as British imperial- ¢
ism lives and breathes.

THE REAL “FIFTH COLUMN” A

Given these circumstances, the probability of a su
cessful military defense of India from Axis attack a
pears remote indeed. The British—the REAL “fifth’ col-
umn” in India—have, by their actions, cleared the way
for an easy march of the Axis troops from Calcutta to
Bombay. Certainly .the numerous fiascos of the Unit_e%_
Nations in the defense of their other ill-gotten colonia
possessions in Asia would hardly stand up as encourage-
ment for what will happen in India.

In our opinion, if the defense .of India is conducteﬂ'
on a purely military basis, without the aid of the 38!
million people (and this is what British policy means)
then the Japanese-German, forces will conquer India
with comparative ease—unless the Allies are able to re-
inforce India with tremendous reserves.

But such a victory over India by Japan and its. Axls
partners would constitute a DISASTER for the people
of the country. The Axis imperialists march not as “lib-
erators” of the colonial slaves, but as imperialists' wh
desire to make themselves the new masters of the pres
ent British rule.

How can this disaster be prevented, even at this fer
ribly late hour? Will the people of India have fo pay
with their lives and their blood for the two centuri
of criminal British acfion? What is necessary is'to fin
a way of shaking off the hand of British rule, and at thi
same time rallying the people of India in their own:de

L

_ fense. The people of India must defend thersely

through their own independent action and imitiativ
against the power that rules them today and against the
approaching Japanese bandits! E

FOURTH INTERNATIONAL'S PROGRAM
This is the message being broadcast throughout Ind
today by the revolutionary nationalists and socialists o
the Fourth International. Going beyond géneralizations
they offer to the people a program of action and polic
in defense of their interests.
(1) No political snpport to their present rulei's
the British; no political support to their would-be
rulers, the Japanese. :
(2) We, the people, the workers and peasa,nts ()
India, must arm ourselves by any means for our own
defense. We must organize an army based not upon-
the British-dominated “Indian Army,” but our own
People’s Militia of defense.
(3) Reject any attempt on the part of “our” _na ‘v

capitalists and politicians or British agents (like Gand
Nehru or Chiang Kai-shek) to line India up behind ﬂme
United Nations in exchange for fake promises.
(4) We must organize our mass committees of de
fense; councijls of workers, poor farmers and sol é__
who will conduct the defense of the country. To rall:
thé great peasantry of India behind us we must ur
them to take the land denied them by British land:
lords and rich rajahs kept in power by British bayo
nets. We must wipe out, by our action, the debts an
burdens of these peasants. In the cities' the Indian
ers must seek control of the factories and run them fo
the country's defense, not for British profits. o
(5) We must struggle for a Constituent Asxe:nbl

of the People, based upon universal suffrage—an As-
sembly whose first act should be to draft and p
claim the Peoplé’s Declaration of lndependence from
British and all foreign rule. e

~ _ (6) We must organize our own seﬁ‘-govefnmenﬁ
based upon the broad and democratic organizations
of the workers and poor. people; a Workers an {
Peasants Government. '
This is the program urged upon the people by
revolutionists of India. It demands that they take
fate in their own hands, instead of léaving it r
bloody and blundeéring - hands of their present “rule!
Dées this mean:they advocate revolution? Absol
for only a social revelution will give India someth
worth fighting for. The people as a whole: will
national liberation and indéperidénce; the peasantry
gain the:land they hunger for; the workers ml] h
won’ ﬁ.—eedom from cap:tahst explo:taﬁon. :
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- LABOR MUST DEFEND ITSELF!

Hands off the right to strike! For the
defense of civil rights and all workers’
rights! Against any wartime dictatorship
measures!
Thirty hours a week; thirty dollars the
 minimum wage; time and a half for over-
time! Rehire the jobless millions by a
six-hour -shift!
Wage increases which meet rising costs!
No sales tax on consumer goods: no taxes
on wages! Freeze rents and food and
clothing prices at the 1940 level to stop
. the rise in the cost of living!
No government contract without a union
contract! The closed shop in all war in-
dustries!
Maintain and increase all governmeni so-
cial services!

1.:

P \
- SOAK THE RICH—LET THEM

- PAY FOR THEIR WAR!
6. A government levy on capital to cover the
" costs of the imperialist war! Confiscate

all war profits!

Conscript all war industries under work-

ers’ control!

Exproriate the ““Sixty Families”—the 3

per cent of the people who own 96 per

cent of the national wealth!

LABOR ACTION’S PLATFORM

3 A.gainst Both Imperialist War Camps! For the Victory of World
~ ‘Labor and the Colonial Peoples! For the Victory '
of the Third Camp of Socialism!

DEMOCRATIC RIGHTS

TO THE DRAFTEES!

9. The right of free speech, free press
and free mmbly !or the men in the
armed forces!

Sixty  dollars @ month minimum for
draftees! B

SMASH JIM CROW! y

Down with Jim Crow and anti-Semitism !
All. discrimination against' Negroes in
the Army and Navy, or by employers in
industry, must be made a criminal of-
fense!

11.

BE PREPARED!

13.

. \
For Workers’ Defense Guards, trained
and controlled by the unions, against
vigilante and fascist attacks!

For an Independent Labor Party and
a Workers’ Government! No political
support to the Roosevelt government!

For Peace Through Socialism! For im-
mediate independence of all’ colonies!
Only a socialist world will destroy capi-
talist imperialism and fascist barbar-
ism. For a League of Socialist Nations!

Sé)fm:e More of
Hitler’s Demagogy

' The resources of Hitler's demagogy and
ing are aopparently endless. His latest
propaganda trick is to put one Subhas Bose,
o-called ”Indian leader,” on his short
ave radio to convince the Indian people
hat they should fight against British im-
serialism and for Hitler’s “new order.”
- The Indian people hardly need Hitler's
1dvice on how to fight against British im-
serialism, and they will understand exactly
hat the “new order” which Hitler and his
est would-be Qu:slmg, Bose,
hem, means, when they take a glance at
e manner in which this ‘new order’ en-
laves all of occupied Europe.
The Indian people have been fighting
ish tyranny now for hundreds of years.
Does Hitler really believe that if they suc-
-eeded in removing the British yoke from
‘heir backs- they would voluntarily substi-
tute Hitler's slavery for it?

a ;

The Masters of
p : /|
Our Destiny

Seventy -one years ago this week — on
March 18, 1871, to be exact—the work-
ng class, for the first time in history, seized
ts destmy in its own hands. When the in-
ading armies of Bismarck were at the
ery gates of Paris, the proletariat of the
french capital rose and took power, there-
y establishing the first working class state
n history. For a brief but glorious seventy-

o days it held power and moved groping-
y toward a regime of freedom, toward a

, head of the capitalist govern-

snt of Versailles, had planned to open
city to the Prussian invaders in the
'o'pe that they would crush the insurrec-
( nqry workers grown desperote under in-
The

Th:s did not, of course, prevent their
_enemies from charging them with fa-
tating the advance of the Prussians just
forty-six years later the Russian capi-
alist class and its foreign allies. charged
Bolsheviks with working for the Ger-
1an general staff, just as today the gen-
e, revolutionary, militant workers are
netimes tarred with the "’fifth column”
ish, '
The Paris Commune was defeated only
_the cooperation of the reactionary
nch government headed by Thiers,
ich had its headquarters at Versailles,
| Bismarck’s victorious Germany army.
he pleading of Thiers, Bismarck re-
sed thousands of French prisoners so
they could fight in Thiers’ army
nst the Paris Commune. ;
ismarck, wily" agent. of German reac-

indgrstood full well that' whatever his

promise .

differences with Thiers, it was necessary,
from his class point of view, to help crush
the Paris workers — since revolutions are
notoriously contagious.

When the Commune was crushed there
took place a blood bath without parallel
in history. Let those old hens who shriek
about “‘red terrors’’ look at the real terror
—the terror of reaction — which' was un-
leashed in Paris after the defeat of the
workers, the terror unleashed after every
working class defeat,

Yet in_the hearts and minds of militant
workers everywhere the Commune is cher-
ished with fondness and admiration. It
points the road to freedom and liberation.

And the workers of Paris today, suffer-

Petain, think also of the Paris Commune
—where, for the first time in history, the
‘working class stood up and said; "“We are
tha tnasters of'our destiny.”

What About

Mussolini?

Those observers who have been care-
fully following the propaganda of the Al-
lied spokesmen cannot fail to be struck by
its one remarkable omission: the constant
omission of Mussolini. and Italian fascism
as an enemy of the Allies. While Hirohito
and Hitler are assailed in bitterest terms
—-often by people who only vyesterday

, thought that Hitler wouldn’t be “so bad if
.only he weren’t anti-Semitic’’—there is a
conspicuous failure to attack Mussolini.

*The most sensational incident along
these lines was the suppression of the last
four of a series of anti-Mussolini articles
‘written by Michael Chinigo in the New.
York Daily Mirror after six of them had
already been published.

This policy of silence in regard to Mus-
solini is not accidental. It flows from the
hope which certain elements-in the State
Department together with many newspa-
pers and “‘public spokesmen’’ have long
had: to win Mussolini over to the Allied
side,

Presumably the present silence wuth re-
gard to Mussolini is in preparation for the'
hoped-for happy day when the Allies will
conduct their “anti-fascist war’ with the
original fascist, Mussolini, as their partner:
Certainly Mussolini would find plenty of
people in the Allied camp in whose com-
pany he would be comfortable—the anti-
Semitic Snkorsky of the ““Free Polish” gov-
ernment; the royalist de Gaulle of the
“Free French,” etc.

Stranger things have happened.

To Our Readers

You have been reading, in recent issues..
of LABOR ACTION, of our special six
month combination offer which gives you
six months of LABOR ACTION and The
New International for $1.00 ($1.25 in |
New York City).

We believe that you realizé the impor—
tance of building the socialist press.

_These publications deserve your support.
Get a special combination offer now. .

ing under the joint tyranny of Hitler-dht

Will a Frameup Whltewash

The Sikeston Lynching?

(Continued from page 1)

of Negro papers in St.- Louis have
even published them. As the read-
ers of LABOR ACTION know, this
paper was the only periodical of
national circulation which printed
the full true story of the Sikeston
lynching ‘and printed, likewise, the
names of the mob's ringleaders, that
ls the criminals.

That issue of LABOR A_CTION
was circulated by the. hundreds of
copies in and around Sikeston. If

‘the Negro people there didn't know

the very individuals responsible for

Cleo Wright's murder before LA-

BOR ACTION printed their mames,

they learned them from its" pages.

So did the white workers and share-
croppers. And so did the planters
and their thugs and tools. S0

That worries them!

That makes it harder ‘for them to
cover up the criminals in this lynch-
ing, as criminals have been' covered
up in scores of lynchings before this
time. B ;

That makes it harder for them to
pull the wool over anybody's eyes.

They don't like a working-class
paper to be read by the white and*
Negro croppers and laborers, whom
they still regard pretty much as
their slaves. And they especially
dislike a workingeclass paper that
tells the truth, simply and courage-
ously and always—a paper like LA-
BOR ACTION.

And because they are people—
these Bourbon planters and their
Jim Crow brethren—who don't
sleep, but ACT, it seems that they
are playing with the idea of white-

washing the lym:hing by perpetrat-
ing a frame-up against those who
fight lynchings!

That's all.that can be made out of
the report of the grand jury session
sent from Benton, Mo., to the St.
Louis Star-Times and printed in its
issue of March 10.

- Judge’'s Warning

The correspondent quotes Judge J.
C. McDowell as warning the grand
jury that “It is your duty:to investi-
gate this matter and mnot be influ-
enced by what is going on .outside
the county, putiing a lot of names
in the paper and having mass meet-
ings—you should not be intimidated
by it.”

What is the honorable judge talk-
ing about? The report in the Star-
Times gives us a hint. Read it care-
fully, just as it is written:

“The grand jury is meeling at a
time when the community atmo-
sphere of southeast Missouri is
tense. y

“Reports are current that Jap-
anese agents have been promoting
the pro- Japanese Pacific Move-
ment among Negroes of this area.

“In New Madrid County meet-
ings of Negroes have been held in
recent weeks in Negro schools and
churches. Reports are that repre-
sentatives of the Social Workers
‘Party arranged and spoke at the
meetings. The Socialist Workers
Party is the American branch of
the Fourth International which
was founded by the late Leon
Trotsky after his break with the
regular Communist movement.

“In Sikeston copies of a special

Labor Needs Il's Own Of.fensive
To Protect the40-Hour Week

(Continued fromll page 1)

provision in the Smith Bill' which
would limit war profits to 6 per cent
of contracts. The joker is that, as
has been shown by the Truman in-
vestigation, companies may make
only, 6 per cent profit on the total
amount of a war contract—and yet
make as much as 200 per cent profit

on their invested capital, which is -

the real way to calculate profits.

In the meantime, the labor leaders
were playing a pretty miserable role.
Instead of launching an: all-out: of-
fensive for improvement of labor's
_rights (what has happened 1o uﬁéh
Steel negotiations for a dollar a day
raise?) they were caught short and,
according to the New York Times of
March 18, even agreed to suspend
double time for Sunday 'work if it
did not come as the seventh consec-

'utive day in a work week, 'Thus, by
a flick of the wrist, they surrendered
one of labor’s most hard-won rights.

What is necessary now is for the
labor movement to launch an’ offen-
sive of its own:

Against the anti-strike bills, for
the right to closed shops, for wage
increases to meet the rising cost of
living. :

" Labor is on the spot. It's being at-
“tacked by every reactionary. good-
for-nothing in the country. The only

way to answer is to show these so
and so’s what the labor movement
really means in this country—

FOR 'AN ALL-OUT OFFENSIVE
IN DEFENSE OF . LABOR'S
RIGHTS!

CIO PRESIDENT

- PHILLIP MURRAY

LABOR ACTION
Distrilbutofs Freed
In New Jersey

{Continued from page 1) - ¥
nizant of this fact, having been
thrown back “into - the jail without
being permitted to call anyone!

In an amazing series of run-
arounds, the judge and his ¢olleagues
stalled having an appeal introduced,
and also reneged on their promise to
.set bail and finally said that the FBI

* whs the one keeping them in‘jail!

/ A check by the American Civil
Liberties Union with Washmgtnn re-
vealed that the FBI had dropped all
interest in the case affer a very brief
and cursory examination of the LA-
BOR ACTION distributors. :

‘This fact, combined with a threat
of habeas corpus, brought the. full
release of the two victims. 3

The boys were in good spirits after
they got out. What they had to say
about the state of civil liberties in
New Jersey our readers can readily -
imagine. 2

“Our only worry in jail was[the
fact that we hoped it wouldn’t cost
LABOR ACTION too much money
to get us out,” the victims said; add-
ing that they were ready to continue
their duties as distributors.

‘War Comes to

“Italians suffered a shock today, reports from Rome

said, when they learned their bread ration
duced beginning tomorrow, from 200 grams to 150 grams, .
or about 5% ounces a’ day. The hardest hit will be the_

poorest families. .

“The scarcity 01‘ bread most du'ectly
ple of Italy, and the ltallan press was
plain' the situation..

—me a Swiss despatch to the New York
'Tlmes of March 15.

“The che% of the bulk of the ctatmhes

2 (Great Bntam) is~ all too meager, - with the ‘meat allow-

37 0il Firms ..

.biscrimination by
“The Red Cross

Red Cross discrimination became
particularly obnoxious in Philadel-
phia recently when a colored teacher
was denied the instruction of a first
aid class on the grounds that “the
people in the class had to be satis-
fled.” “The woman, Mrs. Gladys
Thomas, mentioned that she had not
stated she was Negro on the appli-
cation 'and so her services were
gladly received—until she made her
appearance in the office.

Profits Keeﬁ Soaring

NEW YORK—Soaring profits among
the nation’s big corporations were
reported by The Exchange, monthly
publication of the New York Stock
Exchange.

It noted that the first 248 compa-
nies whose stock are listed on the
Exchange showed a 30.3 per cent

increase in profits for 1941 over 1840. -

Here are 'some of the figures:

. Pct. Rise
in Profits
128.1
92.3
62.7 \

Industry
79 Railroads ...

61 Auto Firms e

had been re-

edition of LABOR ACTION, offi-
cial mewspaper of the Socialist
Workers Party, have been distrib-
uted among Negroes. The edition
was devoted to accounts of the
lynching of Wright.” :

Now, I happen to know the cor-
respondent who sent this report to
the St. Louis Star-Times. I know he
is pretty well informed about' the
radical movement in the United
States, having been very close to it
al one time. I know that he could
not possible have made the appar-
ently accidental mistakes contained
in that part of his story quoted
"above. He cannot possibly be igno-
rant of the fact that LABOR AC-
TION is not now and never was the
official organ or the unofficilal organ
of the Socialist (or “Social”) Work-
ers Party.

“Late Leon Trotsky” |

He must be aware of the fact that
from its inception and up to a short
time ago, LABOR ACTION was the
official organ of the Workers Party,
and is still regarded as a partisan
of the Workers Party’s program and
principles. If the story connects LA-
BOR ACTION with the SWP .it is
primarily for the purpose of bring-
ing ‘in the name of “the late Leon
Trotsky” — which would be some-
what more difficult to do in the case
of the Workers Party because of the
differences of opinion on some ques-
tions between it and Trotsky. And
Trotsky is brought in because, revo-

lutionary fighter that he was, it is

hoped that mention of his name in
connection with- the “tense atmo-
sphere” in southeast Missouri will
scare some people and help distract

attention from the criminals—the °

lynch mob and its known leaders!
This is not the whole story, how-
ever.
What is the meaning of this busi-
ness of bracketing the story of LA-
BOR ACTION . and alleged meetings

of the SWP (not one of which has’

been held, by the way, I can state
authoritatively) or any other radical
workers' organization, with the story
of the “reports...current that Jap-
anese agents have been promoting
the pro-Japanese Pacific Movement
among Negroes of this area’?

A Frame- Up?

Is some “clever” person thi.nking

of laying down a smoke-screen in
the form of a fantastic and mon-
strous frame-up, behind which the
lynch mob criminals can escape
scot free?
“'Or:have some experts in the art
of “amalgams” and frame-ups who
are known and notorious in the
labor movement suggested the
idea to a not overly bright but
ambitious ditchwater cop?

Neither one would surprise us
very much—or caich us very much
by surprise. We say this plainly
and openly for the benefif of any-
body who is playing with the ldea
of a frame-up,

; We know -the retord of American
capitalist -class justice, especially of
its Southern Bourbon wvariety. We
remember how .the First World War
was used by reactionaries to try to
blacken every honest workingman
who resisted iniquity and injustice
by plastering him with the label of
“pro-German” and even “German
Spy." ’
We know that the imperialists and
their tools are doing essentially the
same thing to militant workers and
socialists in this war, too, and that
they plan to continue to do it as
long as they can get away with it.

Not So Easy!

But in this case, at least, it will
not be so easy.

It will not be easy to convince
people that anyone who is revolted
by lynch justice and fights against
it can be linked with a Japanese spy
movement, or an imperialist move-
ment of any kind.

It will not be edsy to convince
people that anyone who does what
the honorable grand jury and judge
should have done right off the reel
—pgive the names of the criminals
at the head of the lynch mob—should
have found suggestions hurled at
him, as the story in the Star-Tlmes
does.

It will not be easy to convince
people that anyone who supports the
croppers and day laborers in their
fight against the shameful conditions
in southeast Missouri is a “Japanese
agent.”

After all, these are the “crimes” of
LABOR ACTION, in the eyes of the
Missouri planters.

Trying a frame-up against LABOR
ACTION for these “cnmes" will not
succeed!

It is too thin. It will not white-
wash the real and known criminals!

the People—-On Both Sides

ance down to one 51nllmg ‘and two pence weekly, and
likely scon to be reduced further,
cient cash may dine sumptuously, comparatively speak-
ing, in restaurants without giving up a singlé coupon.

but those with' suffi-

“This was the subject of considerable bitter com-

stnkes the peo-
at pams to ‘ex-

plaint more than a year ago, but nothing has been done
about it yet. The result is that as rationing grows stiffer,

restaurants enjoy a boom, and while their patrons gorge

in these mlands

themselves on Black Market commodities, they indulge
in an orgy of profiteering.”

—From a London despatch by Raymond Damels
. in the New York T:mes o:E March 15

| POLL TAX

Pepper Bill a Step

Toward Abolition
AN EDITORIAL

/Public hearings are now being held on the
Pepper Bill, which would outlaw the poll tax in
federal elections in eight Southern states. In these
states, voters have to pay a special accumulative
tax in order to vote, and as a result in none of
these states does a majority of the population
vote. As a matter of fact, the overwhelming ma-
jority of the white and Negro poor farmers and
workers are, thus disfranchised.

A citizen' of the poll tax states pays $1.50 in
Alabama, $1.00 in Georgia, $2.00 in Mississippi,
$1.00 in Arkansas, $1.50 in Virginia, $2.00 in Ten-
nessee, $1.00 in Texas and $1.00 in South Caroclina
in order to vote.

In some states he must pay his back poll taxes,
too, before he can vote. In Georgia, it is calculated
that this back tax can amount to as much as $47.47.

As a result, only 27 per cent of the entire vot-
ing population voted in the poll tax states, in con-
trast to the 76 per cent who voted in the other
states, using the 1940 election as an illustration.

In Florida the total vote increased 140 per cent,
in North Carolina 70 per cent and in Louisiana 90 *
per cent, once the poll tax was abolished in these
states.

It may seem incredible that a tax of a dollar
or two prevents the overwhelming majority of
the people from voting. But such is the poverty
under which both white and Negro workers and
sharecroppers live in the South that a tax of one
or two dollars represents a tremendous sum—a
sum often the equivalent of a day's wages.

INSTRUCTIVE ILLUSTRATION

No more instructive illustration of the need for
unity between' Southern white and Negro workers
could be given than by this situation. Here we
can see that the basic oppression in modern society
is the domination of the capitalist class; that this
‘oppression is exerted against both- the white and
‘Negro workers. The Negro worker, of course,
faces the additional burden of racial oppression,
but the road fo the abolition of that racial oppres- -
sion lies in unity with his white class brothers for
joint struggle against the capitalists and planters
who inflict such measures as the poll tax upon
them. :

We are in favor of the Pepper Bill because we
stand for complete social, political and economic
equality for the Negro people and because the abo-
lition of the poll tax, even if only in federal elec-
tions, is-an important step toward that goal. We
are in favor of the Pepper Bill because we are for
the' extension of all democratic rights to the most
oppressed sections of the population. '

A “WAR MEASURE"?

We have nothmg but contempt, however, for
those witnesses at the open hearing in Congtess
who ask for the passage of the bill on the grounds
that it is necessary as a measure to win the sup-
port of the Negro pebple for the imperialist wal-
Such undoubtedly are also the motives of
‘sponsor of the bill, Senator Pepper of Florida.

We are against the poll tax because it is 1mqu1-
tous and unjust during both peace and war. We
are for its abolition, not as a sop to entice the Ne- .
gro people to support of the 1mperlahst war, but :
because it deprives a large section of the popula-
tion of its democratic rights..

It should, of course, be pointed out; that the
Pepper Bill suffers from serious limitations. If
dﬂ’ects only federal elections and would not abol-
ish the poll tax in state elections. Nor does it do
away with the necessity for a continued intransi-
gent struggle against Jim Crowmm and segre-
gation. .

The poitical fakers and opportunists — who
never gave a damn for the Negro people until
they needed them for cannon fodder—would give
this concession to the Negro people in the hope

+ that it will thereby quiet the voice of Negto pro- .
tests against the indignities which the Negro peo-
ple have recently had to suffer (Sojourner Truth,
Sikeston, Fort Bragge, etc.). .

But the Negro people will know what attitude
to take toward these political opportunists and
imperialist apologists—ranging from Senator Pep-

per to the Stalinist Communist Party—who favor :

abolition of the poll fax as a “war measure.” They
will continue to struggle for full political, eco-
nomic and social equality no matter who their
enemies in that struggle may be. : -

Justified contempt for the reactionary motives
of the sponsors and spokesmen for this bill, both
inside.and outside of Congress, as well as recog--
nition of its limitations, should not deter us-from
supporting the actual passage of the bill. Every
step toward the extension of democratic rights and
liberties is supported by LABOR ACTION; the
abolition of the poll tax in federal elections is
such a step.

A Series of Vital Articles:
The American. Fasclsts

\ By SUSAN GREEN

What Are the Native Fascists Doing Now?
What Is Their Program?
How Can Labor Combat Them?

Beginning Next Week. Don’t Miss Them!
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