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Labor’s Balance Sheef

Since Last May Day

By JACK WILSON

The ceaseless struggle of labor to
defend its interests from the attacks
of the economic royalists and their
agents has reached a crucial stage
this May Day, because of the exten-
sion - of the Second World War. to
global p'ropor'tibns

One year ago the union movement

“was * celebrating its” victories” over

Ford, symbol of the open. shop pol-
jcy in America, over Bethlehem, In-
ternational Harvester and other in-
dustrial' barons.

Although the shadow of imperial-
ist war ‘loomed ominously overhead,
the storm had not yet broken over
these shores and the labor move-
ment was busy consolidating organ-
izational and economic gains.

Today the labor movement finds
itself enmeshed in the deadly spider-
web of war, with its very existence

‘threatened by slow strangulation and

the ever-increasing burdens placed
upon its already overloaded shoul-
ders.

The economic royalists, masiers
of this powerful industrial and fi-
nancial system, attack labor di-
rectly or, through  congressional
hatchetmen, drive for a return to
the open shop everywhere, and ply
their nefarious trade on a world
scale which earmed for them, be-
sides fabulous profits, the odious
description: “Merchants of Death.”

The chiseling on all union stand-
ards and the rising cost of living
against the background of war prof-
iteering, as well as the mounting
scandals exposing the Merchants of
Death, have fomen'ed a deep  re-
sentment and uneasiness among the
shop workers.

_Industrial Barons on the March

Bitterness ' increased when the! in-
dustrialists utilized the “Munich
Pact” agreement signed by AFL and
CIO officials under government pres-
sure, to carry on an all-out cam-
paign - against all labor rights and
standards. Since the CIO and the
AFL leaders gave up their strongest

Dollar-a-Year Men
Still in the Saddle

Despite the exposé of the dollar-a-
year men by the Truman and Vin-
son Committees, which charged that
they often worked in the interest of
the companies, industries or class
they represénted, the number of dol-
lar-a-year men has increased con-
siderably in recent months. Since
last November an additional 145 dol-
lar-a-year men have been added to
the War Production Boayd, mak.mz
a total of 385.

N\ : S

Exposing the Merchants of Death:

Their Profits
Born in Blood

By Irving Howe

We do not know for certain, but we suspect that only a small

_ portion of the story about the financial deals of America’s Mer-

chants of Death has yet been told. The cartel agreements of Rem-
ington Rand, Standard Oil, ALCOA and General Electric have
shocked the American people; their cynical deals with the German
trusts have shown once and for all thatull.this double talk about
'wars for democracy’’ which the capitalist class-uses is just so
much camouflage for profiteering,

Yet, shocking as these revelations are, annihilating exposes of
the true nature of American Big Business as they are—how much
is being held back? It took, you must remember, 15 years for the
truth to come out about the last war—that it was a deliberate profit
swindle in which thousands of American lads died to make the

world safe for Morgan.

Thurman Arnold, Assistant Attorney General,

has said that

"in most basic war materials we find similar cartel agree-
ments . . ./ A pretty serious statement. It says, in effect, that
all of American Big Business has been playing the same nefarious
game as Standard Oil. But if that is so, why aren’t the American
people told about it? Let us have names and dates and places;
let the American capitalist class—the master of our destinies thus

far—stand exposed under the glare of truth. .

Let us see these

profit-hungry, greedy murderous profiteers as they really are.

If and when more information is supplied. about our nutwe._\

(Continued on page 4)
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weapon, the’ right -to. strike, the
industrial. barons have been pro-
ceeding in their drive with com-
plete impunity.

The appeasement policy adopted at
the Washington cénference already

_has cost the shop workers a wage

cut, in the form of taking away their
union standards for overtime on
Saturdays, ‘Sundays and - holidays.

It was this tragic consequence,
hitting the pocketbooks of the
workers, of the AFL and CIO ap-
peasement. policy which militant
workers opposed at the auto and
shipyard conferences held recently.

And for the first time at CIO
conferences, direct references were
made to the big salaries and ex-
penses of the CIO and AFL bu-
reaucrats, who suffer no personal
inconvenience in wage o‘ts!

There is no question about it: The
present appeasement policy of the
trade union bureiueracy has alien-
ated the vast majority of workers
from the top leaders; and the divi-
sion between militant workers de-
fending the best interests of the un-
jon movement, and the bureaucrats,
retreating ignobly before every capi-
talist- onslaught, betomes sharper
every day.

Each day finds the labor bureau-
Role of the Stalinists

(Continued on page 3)

Freeze Labor's

Wage Scales,
FDR to Ask

The widely-heralded demands of
the CIO executive board for a union
shop and a dollar-a-day wage in-
crease - in steel, auto and other ma-
jor industries are going to be tossed
into the ashcan next week by Presi-
dent Roosevelt in his radio speech.

In ract. the CIO leaders are going
to be asked to “voluntarily” give up
demands for ‘“excessive” wage in-
creases which in practice will be in-
terpreted as any wage- increases.

Meanwhile the fabulous war prof-
its of the big corporations will be
kept intact, since labor will be pres-
sured into not fighting for any share
of them, if the Roosevelt Adminis-
tration has its way.

Thisisgoingtobedoneundarthe
idea of “freezing wages and prices.”
Of course, prices for consumer goods
have gone sky high, so now they'll

be “frozen” at a point which hits the

workers’ pocketbooks hard.

But wages, if frozen, are ‘hardly
sufficient to. meet the high cost of
living so that this action, along with
giving up of overtime standards for
Sundays, Saturdays and holidays,
means a -drastic reduction in the
standard of living of the workers.

Besides this attack on the wage
front, which congressmen and the
newspapers have been leading in be-
half of big business, there is a stead-
ily mounting drive agamst the union

shop.

{Continued on paga )
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The Hope of Humanity:

SUGIALISV!

Workers Party May Day Statement
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WORKINGMEN and ‘WORKINGWOMEN!

On May Day, the world-wide holiday of
labor for scores. of years, the Workers
Party addresses itself to you with an ap-
peal to take stock of your position and
your problems, and to fortify your ranks
in order to solve these problems speedily
and correctly. ¢

In a few months, the Second World War
will enter its fouﬁth year of blood and
tears and destructipn, and nowhere is the
end in sight. When the war began in 1939,
the rulers of the tountries on both sides
of the war told their people that the war
would not and colld not last long, and
that it would end quickly with the collapse
of the enemy and the victory of the father-
land. But neither! collapse on the one
hand nor victory oh the other is any closer
today than it was when the war broke out.
Instead, new forcés have entered actively
into the war on both sides, Japan and the
United States and most of the countries
of Latin America, fand the war has spread
its_bloody pall Qéer every contment ond
every land.

Hitler, Mussolini and Hirohito call upon
their people, already bleeding from a
thousands wounds, to prepare for a longer
war, and for the greater sufferings that
prolonged warfare will bring. Roosevelt,
Churchill and Stalin call upon their people
to make greater efforts and sacrifices in
order to fight the enemy, but even they
do not speak of an early end to the war
—the President of the United States only
recently said that it will last another two
or three years.

THEY DO NOT TELL THE TRUTH

They are telling the masses of the
people only half or a fourth of the truth!
The truth is that so long as they remain
in power, so long as the destinies of every
country are decided by the interests of the
capitalists, monopolists and profiteers, the
munitions makers and militarists, the im-
perialists and overlords of the colonial
slaves—in other words, so long as this re-
mains an imperialist war for the domina-
tion of the world’s wealth and power and
for the preservation of the rule of monop-
olists and dictators—the war will con-
tinue to be fought for years and years,
without any prospect of peace or freedom
for the people. The earth will be soaked
in blood; corpses will rise mountain high;
the remaining liberties of the living will
disappear, and along with them their old
standards of living—but the war will con-
tinue because nowhere are the ruling clas-
ses able to bring it to an end!

The Axis cannot bring the war to an
end with a durable victory. Everywhere
that Fascism has advanced and planted
its sinister banner, it has not established
peace or won the cooperation of the con-
quered peoples. Just the opposite has
happened. The fear and hatred of the
people for the barbarous monstrosity of
Fascism has conly been deepened and in-
tensified. Germany and Japan are com-
pelled to wage just as murderous a war
against the enemy they have conquered as
against the enemy that is still unbeaten.

The Axis cannot appeal to the peoples
of the world to bring the war to an end,
to stop fighting .under the direction of
their governments, because the masses
know that so long as Fascism lives they
will not be allowed to live as human be-
ings but only as slaves. To conquer the
whole world of its enemies by military
force alone, the Axis will require nobody

knows how many years, if it can do it at
all.

But the picture on the other side of the
imperialist war is not fundamentally dif-
ferent. The peoples of the United Nations

‘do not want to become the serfs of the

Axis. At the same time, however, the
peoples—we mean the peoples and not the
rulers—of the Axis fear the victory of the
Allied imperialists. It is a lie that the
long-suffering people of Japan want the
war or support their war-mongers. It is a
lie that the prostrated masses of Germjcmy
love Fascism or the bloodthirsty Fascist
crew that ‘tyrannizes over them.

THE HORRORS OF VERSILLES

But these people remember the infam-
ous horrors and humiliations imposed upon
them by the victors in the last world war,
in the form of the Versailles Peace Treaty,
and they fear its repetition. They know
that the imperialists and reactionaries in
Washington, London and '‘Moscow have
said—that if they win. the war they will

_reduce Germany to ashes.gnd. dismember ---tnimkyhobmnmbm]d&asﬂght_the

the German nation and the German peop[e
They know that the only “‘peace-aim’ of
the Allies is a Super-Versailles. That is
why these people continue to fight and to
remain the victims of the Fascist warlords.

How can they be expected to listen to
the ““democratic’ appeals of Churchill and
Roosevelt and Stalin when they see that
even though the Allies are fighting des-
perately with their backs to the wall,
British imperialism refuses to give the
democratic right of independence to India,
American imperialism refuses to give the
democratic right of equality to the Negro,
and the Stalinist bureaucracy refuses to
give up the aristocratic privileges by which
its despotism is maintained? The only road
left the Allies is the road of a defeat of the
Axis by purely military means; and here
too, if it is at all possible it will require
nobody knows how many years.

Nowhere do the ruling classes offer the
people a way out of the nightmare of suf-
fering that has been imposed upon it by
the imperialist war. Nowhere can they
offer a way out., Everwhere they are
bankrupts.

A WAY OUT!

Yet there is a way out! There is a way
out which means the early end of the war.
There is a way out which means not peace
with fascism, but its total destruction.
There is a way out not by putting or keep-
ing people in slavery but by freeing all
those who are enchained.

As American workers, who live and work
here, our main job is in the United States.
It is here that the way out must be carved
by us first. It is here tHat we must begin.

If the American workers are able to
show to the' world that the United States
is not an imperialist power, that it is not
fighting an imperialist war, that it does
not seek to impose iniquitous treaties upon
other countries, that it is not fighting for
the profits and power of profit-mad mon-
opolists and merchants of death, that it
does not tolerate Jim-Crow or any other
form of racial discrimination—if ‘'we can
show that, then the long-tormented peoples
all over the world would break every chain
that holds them to despotism and war and,
almost over night, flock to the cause of
peace and freedom!

That is what the American workers must
do and can do. They have today the best
and most strongly organized labor move-
ments in the world,.. They have the gravest -

- of this country, the majority of them are

possible responsib.ility on their shoulders,

but they also have the organized strength *

to discharge this responsibility to the full.
They must draw up an independent pro-
gram of their own, a program for wartime,
and mobilize their full strength to carry
it through to victory.

WHAT IS THE WORKERS PARTY?

The Workers Party is a militant work-
ingmen’s political organization that stands
irreconcilably opposed-to capitalism, fas=
cism and imperialist war, and works for
the establishment of world-wide socialism.
But the Workers Party understands that,
due to prejudices instilled into the workers

not ready to fight for socialism. But they ;

are ready to work and fight for their im- =

mediate interests and needs. The Workers
Party therefore suggests the following |
elementary program as representing these
interests and needs. -

1. A labor offensive to protect Iubor’s
rights—no more appeasement of the capi—

cause Fascism means an end to democrchc i
rights——and in the same breath labor is.
asked to give up its own democratic rtghts
here. Labor is told to fight the Axis be-
cause Fascism means slave-standard of
living—and in the same breath labor is
asked to allow its standard of living to
be cut to the bone. By hypocritical pleas
and by ominous threats, the capitalists and
the government, aided by spineless labor
leaders, have already deptived labor of its .
most important weapon of defense—the
right to strike. Now that this right has_

been frozen, the talk of freezing wages |
Freezing wages

grows louder and louder.
means, for the great majority of the Amer-
ican workers, a disguised wage cut in view
of the rise of the cost of living. Labor has
already been tricked into giving up over-
time wages after 40 hours; prices are be-
ing “frozen” at the hlgher levels; forced -
wage loans are being prepared by the
government. :

Every time the labor leaders make a
concession to the’ employers and the gov-
ernment, every time they practice their
appeasement policy, the employers and the
government ask for two more concessions. '
They are preparing to strip the shirts off
the backs of the workers in the name of
“sacrificing for the national emergency.”
But all the workers do from the day of their
birth is to make sacrifices. Every day they .
work in the mine or mill or plant to pro-
duce profits for their employer, they are
sacrificing their labor power to him. And
that is more than enough sacrificing!

WHY ALLOW PROFITEERING? %

The employers—what about them and
their sacrifices?> The big corporations are -

raking in profits such as they have not seen |

for years. The government talks a lot about
reducing profits to “‘only’”’ six per cent,
which would be terrifically high in view
of the inflated capitalization of every im-
portant industry. But why should anybody
be allowed any profits during this “war fo
democracy?’’ Labor gets paid wages for:
its work. Any employer or manager who
works should get a decent salary. But why
should the parasitic monopolists be allowed
to profit from war, from the sufferings ond
deaths of the peopie?
Therefore: full democratic rights to the
_people, including the right to strike, A
minimum one-dollar an hour wage, and.
no wage taxes. Freeze rents and food an:
(Continued on page 6) '
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- THE UNDERGROUND MOVEMENT IN EUROPE

May Day used to be a holiday of the workers all over Europe. Millions of
workers in all European countries quit work that day as a sign of the inter-
national solidarity of labor. Powerful demonstrations, big parades used to
mark this day. They were tangible proof of the might of the workers. Did it
not look’ as if the day of liberation was near?

But the ways of history are torturous. There is no straight path. Today
there is no free labor movement in Europe. Trade unions and political parties
. are crushed; thousands rot and die in concentration camps.

Now May Day in Europe sees the fascist hoodlums parading in the streets
of Paris, Berlin, Vienna—boasting of their tyranny. Yet is the European
- workers’ movement really dead as so many ‘“realists” wish us to believe?
. Has a new “Dark Age” really begun? Isthis the beginning of the “Decline

~ of the 'West?”

b

but we disagree, we try to look deeper, to scratch below the surface of
events. No, we say, the class struggle has not been abolished, elass con-
sciousness is not dead in Europe. It has taken a different form-—often
‘blurred, distorted, assuming strange forms—but it is alive.

This column has devoted itself to reporting the silent struggle which goes
on in. Burope. We have tried to gather from the scant reports which filter
through the double censorship of fascist and “demoecratic” imperialists
what the real tendencies inside Europe are. While the available material is
thoroughly inadequate, it is possible to indicate some main points, which hold
true of: Europe as a whole.

SMALL CIRCLES OF ILLEGAL FIGHTERS :

1) There are no great central organizations in any European country.
‘There are.only small illegal circles composed of the small minority of the
best, unyielding fighters.

In countries where the hold of the fascists is strongest, these circles are not
much ‘more than loose meetings of comrades who come together to discuss
events and attempt to maintain their socialist spirit amidst terror and be-
trayal.

In other countries such as France, there still exist larger organizations
. which turn out printed leaflets and papers, and which have a centralized
[ organization and programmatic outlook. But still even there they have few
‘members and exert no decisive influence on the course of events. Actually,
the European working class has no organized vanguard, no leadership in
.close contact with the masses. If these little minorities are able to elaborate
a theoretical insight into the new conditions which the movement faces, they
will be invaluable in the period of mass movements to come later; but at
‘present they have no appreciable influence. '

‘I‘hey may call us utopians, they may tax us with being wishful thinkers; .

- remain skeptical.

By PAUL HARRIS .

It is not difficult to show the grave political
error of those Negroes who look to Japan for the
salvation of colored peoples. In previous issues of

LABOR ACTION, we have attempted to do that’

As soon as you pin them down as to exactly how
Japan is going to help the Negroes, they can't
answer. When you pose the question of the only
alternative, a new socialist society won by united
labor, they reply that “the Negroes in the South
is hated by the Southern white worker more than
by the bosses. Even in the North and East, Neg-
roegs are excluded from some AFL unions. Even
when they are admitted into unions, they are
often discriminated against with regard to jobs.”

The usual type of reply to this is that these
things are less true than they used to be, to point
to the hundreds of thousands of Negro workers in
the CIO, the increasing recognition on the part of
more and more white workers of the need for
labor golidarity and to say that these things will
continually increase and under socialism will be-
come the rule.

That is true and important. Yet many Negroes
Often some will bring up the
Civil War. They say ‘that the North accepted the
Negro as a soldier, but as soon as the North had
won what it wanted, it deserted the Negro and
handed him over to the mercies of the very South-
ernergs whom the Negroes had helped defeat.

Some Negroes believe 'in allying themselves
with the labor movement, but they have doubts.
They ask: “What guarantee have we that after
this socialist revolution the white workers will
not turn on us, a minority, and once more put us
in a position of inferiority?”

A FUNDAMENTAL QUESTION

This attitude is far more serious than the shout-
ing of the Japanese agents among the Negroes. it
poses a fundamental question, a question that in
reality goes further than the future fate of minori-
ty Negroes. For deep-rooted in the minds of many
serious people is the idea that there must be

_conscious of the fact that

Did French, British and
Americans suddenly become

Negroes were men like them-
selves and should not be en-
slaved? Obviously not. As
industrial capitalism began
to dominate, it was univer-
sally recognized that slave-
ry and its brother, feudal-
ism, had no place in the
modern world. In other
words, the necessities of
production, compelled the
abolition of slavery.
Slavery being abolished,
American industry made
treméndous strides. Its dis-
tinguishing feature was the

growth of tremendous mass
production - industries and
the gigantic concentration of capital in the hands
of -a few monopolists. The Negro was kicked
around and suffered for years but at least it was
better to be free than a slave; you could fight and
organize. Still the Negro remained poverty-strick-

en and excluded from the great industrial centers. -

NEGROES COME NORTH

However, in 1817 American industry reached
another climax. With the entry of America into
the war, the steady movement towards greater
and -mass production reached a new high, Not
because American capitalists now leved the Negro
more but because they needed labor, they sent

to the South and brought a million Negroes up .

North.

The huge Negro populations of Chicago,
Detroit, Cleveland and Pittsburgh, who es-
caped from the agricultural misery of the
South, hundreds of thousands of whom have
won places for themselves in industry, were
able to find a new foofing because of the ne-
cessities of American industrial produciion.

semi-skilled workér:s "were unorganized—which
meant that the mass of Negro workers were un-
organized.

But by 1929 the great days of American ecapi-

talist production were over. Came the ferrific
crisis of 1829. The workers of America received
a tremendous shock. For a time they were beaten
down. But by 1935 they had recovered enough
strength to fight back.

Then began the tremendons movement of
the CIO—the real mass organization of the
workers. It took in whole industries at a time,
Whatever race prejudice white workers might
feel, the very scope of industrial producjion
compelled the organization of all the workers,
white and black, on an inclusive scale. Thus
it was that the CIO from the very start was
compelled to strike blows against race preju-
dice, whereas sections of the AFL maintain it
to this day.

We see therefore that the race prejudice of the
capitalists and their desire to keep the workers

Labor Casts
[ts Balance
For the Year--

(Continued from page 1)

crats and the Stalinist machine
clashing with the ranks in the shops.
The Stalinists’ reactionary role in
the labor movement is demonstrated
by every action they take. It is not
merely a question of ‘their bureau-
cratic methods, their violation of all
trade union principles of demoecracy,
but of their functioning as stooges
for the companies. They become “ef-
ficiency experts” in the same crnde
manner of the company efficiency
experts, that, is speed-up artists,

The fact that our movement’s poli-
cies of defending the rights of labor, :
of attacking the war profiteers, and
of exposing the Merchants of Death
finds the greatest sympathy and re-
sponse among the workers in the
shops, accounts for the Trotskyist
witech hunt the Stalinists have begun
on a national scale.

As one delegate at the shipyard
conference told some Stalinists:
*“You see a Trotskyite under your
bed every night.”

S
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For Trotskyism today is becom-
ing synonymous with defense of
labor's rights. The fusion between
the movement and the masses is
becoming a reality. Nothing illus-
trates this more clearly than the
widespread increase in the work-
ing class circulation and support
for LABOR ACTION—and the fact ;
that the Stalinists continually seek
to suppress its appearance (as well g
as that of other radical papers) be-
fore the workers. e

oy

In many unions in America, for
the first time, the ranks, feeling both

} ; ’ ulers .and ruled, dominated and inferior. n s ipd : ; ; : :

THE ANONYMOUS WORKING CLASS ACTIVITIES Y These. auestions are often ashed. To answer et us keep our eye on the movement of in- divided received one hefty blow in 1017, owing their own strength and the exploi-

TET o .q oiten asked. lo an dustrial ducti hich is the great key to the !0 the necessities of production; and the race fation of the industrialists, are re-
2) As far as real activity goes, it is undertaken by anonymous workers, them what must be demonstrated is that the econ- dustrial production which 1s the gr ey .3 : <ot 3

; A > 5 C esetanal £ 4 ty. American pro- Prejudice of the workers received another hefty sicting and finding themselves called
faithful to their class and generally not having any thorough political con- omic development of society makes for equality, understanding of modern society. p . i . “Trotskyists.”
cept or elaborated theoretical opinions. Yet they perform a great service, as Briefly, then, let us begin by looking at the duction from 1917 on progressed by leaps and blow o _1936’ OBInE to the necessities of labor ’ ;

| the threads which hold the class together. They are the “unofficial repre- question of Negroes as slaves, In the West In- bounds with more and  Inore Negroes coming orgamization which in turn were caused by the Militants and “Lewisism” .

; sentatives” of the workers in the factories, the men to whom the other dies, and in America, Negroes were slaves for from the S?Uth- But as mdustry‘tpr?gresse% tl:e development of production. Since the John L. Lewis forces in :

| . workers comes for advice: How {o behave towards the official Nazi organi- well over 200 years. As long as the dominat- laboruorg:til!luzz::ilgz :;’:gdciamngsf caia. Slag::' Sk?llecoi This is how the economic development of the labor movement are an imposing o
zation, what to do when the Nazis ask for a speedup in production, how to ing factor in production was land, Negro slav- recently, the 4 d d Neg. society has effected the Negro people. Next week mMachine, it is understandable and v
organize support for an arrested comrade. . . . ery continued. Then apparently, quite sudden- cr.aftsp‘len for the mos_t parlf, they excluded Neg E b in th regrettable that many militants find

* They are quiet and unassuming, nothing of their activity is felt outside ly, there began a great movement for the abol- roes in many of their unions. They were the we shall discuss what may ! expected in the themselves partly gravitating toward =
. their immediate circle and yet their importance cannot be overrated. They ition of slavery. aristocrats of labor and the mass of unskilled and future. “Lewisism” rather than finding their *
~may actually continue fo cling to old political labels, still think of them- way into the ranks of the move- 5
selves as Social Democrats or Stalinists, but we believe that—at least in . ment, il
Germany and Italy—they have acquired enough experience to enable them S : Y ) ® ; T , 95
to erush from the beginning any attempt to substitute a Stalinist totalitarian e : ti‘ﬁ;‘t 8 Mol d"“""ka“d e oo '

. regime for a fascist one. They have no theroughly analyzed conceptions, but eV' ew o ows n us r , a , s s 4 y a on_g ef “I:O;B u:;sé ez%e':;:llg Iér
'_they have undoubtedly learned that a prerequisite for socialism is democ- " € expai:si;n_ 5 ¢ the Work !
- racy ‘within the working class movement; they have acquired a deep-rooted P? Iiresen i € w}e{ws o AN OIReTR. .,
_hatred for all birocratic methods. ery, Wwill make..our movement
e m n ou s a r ro s more of a magnetic force of attrac-
THE DECLIMNE OF GERMAN MORALE tion. 4
+3) “All we have heard from Germany in recent times tells the same tale of Sticking tc_ the ideals and pur-
bad morale, of increasing hatred for the Nazi regime. But as yet there are Each day for the past three months hundreds "An important point to be noted is that the if it weren’t for a cute device called “contingency pases; for. which May - Day. has: bee . Sp
10 sigos that these sentiments have been transformed into organized action. ¢ corporations have been making their annual greatest profit increases took place in those in- reserves” by which corporations conceal their true = COM¢ an hIl)S_tD“C >S§'111b91 is part of ;
Resides this powerfil grip of the GPU, the main reason for this is fo be ;.55 1o stockholders reviewing business for dustries directly profiting from the war program. profits. our: May: day celebtafion, olir: ¥ov
found in slight hope which the “democratic” camp offers them. The German g4 By now most .of the country’s 460,000 cor- The table below, taken from the National City The Times reports that corporations “more than dedication o th.e_ rich tradition of
Wworkers hear nothing from these countries but hymns of hatred against the |, .y;,/i¢ have reported and it is possible to sum- = Bulletin, shows that such war industries as air- doubled their special veserve and contingency ths workers’ holiday, and the Sta-
(German people, the fales of dismemberment, and annihilation daily poured | .. 0 the results. So important is this annual craft, shipbuilding, machinery, oil and tools in- funds in 1941.” The money set aside in contingen- lnist mockery of May Day, serves
.-o:; u!t;hehBrzt;;hta\:ldhA&ln LA DLesl, 00 r;?gﬂy camied. by th.{;l Nazis in  ouie of business that summaries have already creased their 1941 profits by from 20 to 65 per cent ¢y funds should really be added to net profits. t‘_’sfgakeb ctlear to :Se Wotrkers ﬂ;_‘—;_dii
.;9 ::r s :'ﬂr Bt “wheiher or not you, like Hitler, a new Versailles would been published by four separate :age.-rnc:ies‘::l t:lv;o ove;'I 1940 ls:)nf e:grned rate:'. of return in 1941 vary- proep UNDISTRIBUTED PROFITS . ;:nld :mi :s ween these two politica 2
: - . . I federal, the Department of Commerce an e ing'from o per cent. . _ . . . ' :

. That is why the responsxbll{ty of ‘e "Workety 2 th e Allied count.rles 18 Federai Reserve Board; and two private, the New Contrast the average rate of profit in aircraft, , Another :ngorta}lts po;:}thto e‘:: 1:1:§gtrilbsut§?ie The fact that the ranks of labor ¥ L/
tremendous. The degree of our independent class activity, the signs which we g 1y “mymo and the National City Bank. Al- 49 per cent, with the 7 per cent rate which is con- targe amount of profits which ware undistributed.  resist ot every step the stfacks of ;
fow ol t.h?uahreness sl ml];tm?cy gt Yhe Hpor thmove?ent mf A;n Sika and though these reports are intended chiefly for busi- sidered as “normal.” Since profits above 8 per cent ungist:i?:ter;pi‘: 19413 compared It]o HE P i }het bf;ses, and that they fight tf° re-

Mi:"d }“t p ‘:f algrea_\t rt_)te ‘m‘d(;.-terxqmmghre detiobisinf the Geemen: " e they contain material of interest to are subject to the excess profits, the ineffectiveness " o pe—— 1931; ity meatla)s ot e Ject the reactionary policies of the
,,;:’0: l:urmrs. 'lr:ge:'I;:Iif;aA::ih?l?:l;r;stm; sz:e s e fo;dsg ec:: ltll;lolldzﬂ:;: 1; every warke:. oF thay (K 18 Teudiymean Ciruns Wy e protly poratiii;lns arg tending to hc;ld more and more of ?esplt;alt);e tur_ncoats ey atre‘io:t tl{e
- s : ; atest service we can render e worker. ; _ : sy ; . : : igher op of the union movemen ay is 5

Gy : F o S The first question asked by all reviews is: How figures are, they in reality would appear highe £ At divided profit. Point 3 of LA- ‘ ; ; E
o B i S o o o e Tyt Ao e Gkt il o, NEEL S LY Mo e s uongnen R
class activities. In order to make this clear, to impress this fact into the POFts differ on exact figures, they ™ divided profits tax. Since total corporate profits In the present situation, and its j

‘minds of our European brothers, we must show them that there are other
‘workers, too, who fight a relentless battle for socialist emancipation. Never

before has it ever been truer that only united action of the world working .

agreed that 1941 was one of the most pmSperous
years in history for the corporation big-shots.
The Department of Commerce Bulletin reports

Industrles Listed

amounted to approximately seven and a half bil-
lion dollars in 1941, there was a total of more than
two billion dollars retained by corporations as un-

development during the comihg pe-
riod, the prospects are unlimited for
the movement. As always, the key

‘class can liberate this world from oppression, from wars and insecurity, that corporate net profits in 19_41r after all taxes, Pot.Incr.  distributed profits in 1941. A 50 per cent tax on question becomes one of building
Never was it more obvious that the struggle over there cannot be won with- :;‘:"te ;i;’t:: :ﬁ::; ?i;e’;;gg than in 1940 and 75 per inProfits undivided profits would thus yield more than a8 cadres of workers, of building the
i out our struggle over here. ) ; " i 1941 billion dollars of revenue. Workers Party, thoroughly imbued
Eftiropacus, The New: York Times s.md !:(atwna} City ]35‘2!" Indastcy 1ete A final point to be noted is the large amount of with the great teachings 5:,f Marx-
both of which have definite bias in favor of big Rubber . 34 money which can still be raised through taxing jsm.
business and therefore try {o fuske profis.see. f2 Chemicals : 1 corporate profits. Although corporate income and
3 N low as possible, report average profit increases for Petrolenm 43 excess profits taxes last year were the largest in
5 1941 over 1940 of 23 and 20 per cent respectively Iron and Steel . . . 18 history, they still took only 53 per cent of net
_EXC'I.ISIYE to LABOR ACTION: and the Federal Reserve Bank puts the figure at Hardware and Tools ... 28 profits and left corporations with net profit, atter Re-Write Job
17 per cent. i i K Machinery 40 all Taxes, of seven and a half billion dollars. Adop- :
U s I The following quotation from tr‘m New Yor: Automobile 0 tion of Peint 1 of LABOR ACTION's tax program, Lady Bantock was tirying to
ruguay oc.a Ists Times best summarizes the situation: “Of 758 cor- Alreraft - 65 a 100 per cent tax on all war profits, would thus  write new verses for the workers’ "
porations surveyed, 325 reported profits I‘“‘;’ s Shipbuilding - Al yield at least four billion dollars annually. revolutionary song, the “Interna-
Expose c°u p d Etat *  greater than in 1929, long the smiz:l' :ﬂ un:; Coal Mining . 7. Workers should therefore demand adoption of  tional” The song, as our readers
‘tﬂ:‘;ﬁedprt‘:‘l’"l:;h:f “:;en':“::;:clngu:om:& ani:s Oil and Gas . 82 LABOR ACTION’s tax program—as well as gov-  know, begins:
: A aiieit Hine ago & “palace reveintien took place in the South ::: :een'to lial\:i esmg onlsrpo 5 bk cont Joxk T ) Railro.adl 165 ernment conscnptx,on of a}ll twar md-t:stnes, toﬂlt:e “A::se, ye prisoners of starva-
¢  American couniry of Uruguay. Led by Gen, Baldomir, this move 1941 than in 1929, after {axes in both imstances.” i run under workers’ control—to prevent war profits. i
¢ ' represented a step in the direction of further American domination Al::hlye v’s:retehed of thie 3

of South America. In the statement we publish -below, copies of
which were widely circulaied among the people of Uruguay, the
Revolutionary Workers League of that couniry exposes the char-
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Women Need Equal

Hey There, Bud—

Lady Bantok’s version began:
“Awake, O gleepers, from your

acter of the coup @état that took place.—Ed.) _ Pay for Equal Work How do you like LABOR . dreaming, :
. S ial C mbimtion Oﬁerr Of the millions of peacetime work- ~ ACTION? Uplift, uplift your longing
) i : a1 L1 PR
The results of the Rio Conference have made themselves felt in PBC ’ 0 ! L ers in U.S. factories in 1941, 25 per Why not fill out the blank An;f’ :ninﬂ T

our ceuntry.
The Baldomir coup d'état is but the logical consequence of the or-
. ders given to the American nations by the United States.
The “lend-lease” policy is fulfilled to the letter. They loan out the
dollars and the South American dictators lease their countries to them.
The obstructionist work of the Nazi Herrera was the smoke-screen
used to cover up this leasing of our country.
Faced with the facts, nobody can or should allow himself to be de-
. ceived. The stroke of Baldomir was not done to reform the Constitution,
 as these present dictators pretend, because they themselves created the
Constitution! It corresponds to the needs of the United States to have
a docile government in The Plata which will serve its imperialist aims.
You can expect a counter-stroke by Herrera, old-time Nazi fascist
sympathizer, supported by the Nazi forces of the country or from out-
side to regain the lost ground.

(Good Until April 30 ONLY)

LABOR ACTION and

The New International
114 West 14th Street, New Yerk, N. Y.

BOTH: Six Months for $1.00
($1.25 im Mew Yeork City)

cent were women.

maybe women.”

Colonel Batley, of the office of the
Under Secretary of "War,
“Eventually the only labor supply

on this page and get it regu-

states: larly?

This presents a problem for the

women.

larly employed.

Profit - minded employers
take advantage of the meekness and
physical weakness of women to cut
their wages below those of men simi-

‘This is why women should demand
men's wages on jobs they perform
that were formerly men's jobs. They
should get equal pay for equal work

IN LOS ANGELES:

The Minneapoiis Trials

A PROTEST MEETING

nightdresses dirty, dearies!
‘From the British New Leader.

Or else, a movement organized by his own supporters will give way done. SPEAKERS:
before a Nazi blow against the country's independence. Men should demand equal pay for
trylayeix:ll;xﬁia:;s?a I‘:l;T(;:;rth America will intervene, occupymg our coun- NAME gﬂe:le;;oir;l 2;2;3; r:;) f;::s;}i ctﬁ:;i; IV. R. DUNNE DR. CLINTON TAFT
“The first step toward fascism has been taken. to replace them with women work-
The “Governmental Council” that has been created will be an ers at a lower rate. ASSEMBLYMAN PAUL RICHIE
~arrangement between the reactionary parties and the “opposition,” ADDRESS This means that more and more -
supported by the Communist Party which has become the dictator’s women must attend the union meet- ASS A
bootlickers. ings and plan on vigorous action in EMB Y UD'TORIUM SOUTH HALL
; Against the overturn! A their .own behalf.
Against every Nazi aim of Herrera! CITY STAT_E This is a problem requiring the at- GRAND AND NORTH
Against polltical and economic intervention by Germmy and North tention of national and local unions. ;
Ameriea! 2 The realities of the war situation re- oy
. Against all traitors who support Baldomir!. quire if. The unions can meet it SUNDAY, MAY, 3, AT 8:00 P. M.
For a united front of all labor, political and student organizations Credit to: " Branch boldly and squarely by coming out

against any discrimination against Auspices: Civil Rights Defense Committee
workers because of sex and for equal

pay for equal work.

- against the cop d’état!
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© The Workers Party, like LABOR ACTION, which was its official
organ up to recently, is now two years old. They have not been
guiet years, but those who founded the Workers Party.did not
expect them to be. Yet they felt an entirely justified conviction
that the organization they were launching would successfully
weather the storms of the second world war because although
small, -it was staunchly built from the beginning and equipped
with the sound and tested principles that would serve it at once
as compass and rudder and chart.

The Workers Party was born in a struggle over internationalist
principles as applied to the problems raised by the second world
war. All of us who founded the Trotskyist movement in this
country in 1928, before then in the Communist Party and after
that year in the period when we built the Trotskyist movement,
were deeply committed to irreconcilable opposition to the new
imperialist world war which we knew would break out unless
the workers first succeeded in taking over power,

At the same time, however, we stood by the position that the
Soviet Union which, under Stalinist rule, we called a “degenerated
workers' state,” would be supported by us In any war which it
would fight with a capitalist state regardless of what other capi-
alist state might be the allies of Stalin. If was a position which
we did not, of course, have the opportunity to test in practice for
a long time, in fact, not until the war broke out so dramatically
with the signing of the Hitler-Stalin Pact and the invasion and
partition of Poland that followed right on its heels.

REFUSED TO DEFEND STALIN'S INVASIONS

We, a minority in the leadership of the then Socialist Workers
Party, not only condemned the Pact, but we likewise condemned
the imperialist conquest of Poland carried on joinily by Hitler
and Stalin. We took the same position towards the attack upon
Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania, upon Finland and later wupon
Romania which the Stalinist army undertook when, for:a period
of time, it occupied the place of Japan in the Hitlerite Axis. Hav-
ing condemned these reactionary moves, we naturally refused to
support the Stalinist army or to call for the “defense of the Soviet
Union"” in the war.

For if, as Trotsky so rightly said, these moves were carried
on by the Stalinist rulers at the behest of Hitler, we, as opponents
of the imperialist war, were not going to support either one of
the two imperialist camps or any subordinate division of such a
camp. Our unshakable opposition to the war would not permit
us to support any element in it even if an untested policy we had
held before the war, had to be abadoned.

A different position was taken by our international leader,
Leon Trotsky, and following him by the majority of the S.W.P.
leadership. They condemned Stalin’s invasion of Poland as “shame-
ful and criminal”; they condemned everything about it; even
what they saw as a progressive act in it, namely, the national-

".ization of property by the G.P.U,, they declared to be outweighed
by far by the reactionary aspects of the invasion. And from all
this they concluded that it is necessary to be . . . for the defense
of the Soviet Union!

They denounced the invasion—and defended the invaders! It
was a position we could not understand or support at that time,
and reflection on it at this distance in time makes that position

© seem even more fantastic.

DEMAND FOR PUBLIC EXPRESSION

We of the minority could not remain silent while the name of
revolutionary socialism was being publicly and exclusively as-
sociated with such a reactionary position, We demanded the right
to be heard. We demanded the right to make our views public
—a right taken for granted more than once in -Lenin’s time and

in Lenin's party and In far more delicate situations, but which the

S.W.P, hierarchy feared fo grant us.
After a convention in which they‘ had a s]ight majority of'the

delegates (if the youth organization were counted in they would

A Portrait of Congress

Full of Anti-Labor Corporation Lawyers

Two years age, in April, 1940, the Workers Party was formed. It was’a party of young militant socialists determined to prop-
agate the ideas of revolutionary Marxism and Trotskyism as they believed them to apply to our day.

Since then, the Workers Party has undergone that most crucial test of all working class parties—its reaction to the war. In
its ability to continue to hold to its revolutionary socialist opinion on the war—regardless of the fact that for the time being it
found itself a small minority—the Workers Party proved that it was a serious organization composed of militant workers ready

to fight to the last for its ideas.

Now, two years after its formation, Max Shachiman, the national secretary of the party, reviews the reasons for its forma-
tion, its development and history, as well as its prospecis for the future.
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not have had even this slight majority), the leadership sought
to apply the gag rule to us. They made a slight mistake there.
They thought they could succeed in doing what the Stalinist
party leadership had failed to do. Then, without a single one of
us having committed a single breach of discipline, a single act
for which we could be reproached, we were kicked out of the

party simply because we would not vote for a yellow-dog resolu- -

tion of “loyalty” presented to us by Cannon.

For the first time in the history of the Trotskyist (but ot in __"

the Stalinist!) movement, we had a motion presented which pro-

vided that anyone voting against if is, in eflfect, kicked out of the
party. No wonder the S.W.P. leadership has failed to make that
motion public at any time—even to the party membership. It
was and remains a shameful document.

It was then that we brought out the first issue of LABOR

_Q;ACTION. Simultaneously we proclaimed the organization of the

éxpelled and their supporters into the Workers Party, a revplu-
tlonary socialist organization committed to the fundamental prin-

ciples of the Fourth Intemaﬂbhal \as expounded from the days -

-pf Marx and Engels down through the time of Lenin and Trotsky.

Honor to Our Martyrs

SAN

> AFL Would Aid Draftees
Endorses Bill to Aid -Soldiers’ Dépendents

FRANCISCO-—-The Calﬂorma' Wake Island. However, all that I-LIL

The war, even before the United States formally entered it
and certainly since that time, put a tremendous strain on our
small movement. But it did not crack or break us, or move us
a single inch from the Marxian internatxonalist principles ‘which
have always been at the heart of our thinking and activity.

WE MET THE SUPREME TEST

One organization after another has succumbed to the war, al-
together or in part. The Lovestoneites turned social-patriots; the
Socialist Party under Thomas followed sult bécause there is “no
practical alternative”; two or three smaller groups disintegrated
under the impaet of the war. That is not surprising. Next to the

revolution itself, war is the supreme test of a working-class organ-

ization, of its program, of its Integrity, of its viability. Nobody.
but pompous hureaucrats can give guarantees for the whole
future. But if the record so far is any guage of what it will be

tomorrow, we may rightfully say it is solid and a source of, real =

pride to us.

We do not mean that there have been no defections. Weshave
had, like other sections of the revolutionary movement, our jshare
of cowards who flinched and traitors who sneered. But when we
think. back on the dire predictions about the terrible degénera-
tion #nd disintegration that was alleged by our adversaries in the
S:W.P. to be our impending fate, we can afford, even insthese’
unpleasant days, to smile, We are still alive and throbbing with
firm.vigor, even though we were supposed to have died a good

two years ago. We'are still opposed to supporting one of the

imperialist. campg- just-because Stalinist Russia is part of it. We
are no more for ‘the “defense” of Stalin’s empire now that it is
on the side of the “democratic” imperialists than we were ‘when

it was serving' ‘the interests of the totalitarian imperialists. ‘We

are unmoved by  epithets like “sectarian” and “deserter” today
as we were in the first period of the war when we were called
“petty-bourgeois” and "deserter” by the same people—as unmoved
as we have always been when the Stalinists hurled epithets just
as furious at us.

WE KEEP TO OUR WAD

We keep. serenely to our road—the road of revolutionary

socialist internationalism. We travel it now with a surer foot, if
anything, Our comrades, like the rest of their generation, have
been taken into the armed forces or are in the mighiy industries
of the land. They are not cynical and tired old men, they are
not casé-hardened and irritable two-bit bureaucrats; they are
for the most part young, enthus.tastlc militants who are learning

and who are teaching, too, and their teachings are not thhout '

influence.

‘And 'Labor Action although it was compelled to sever its of-:
ficial relationship with the !
influence. Its readers num

production. They are the friends we are proudest of all to have.
They know that nobody can buy our views; that nothing can

AT

orkers Party, is also not without its
r enthusiastic thousands, ninety-five
per cent of them workers in the hearths of American industrial

force us 1o sacrifice our views; and that our views simply boil

down to this—Everywhere, e\gérything and always for the inter~
ests and the progress of the working class. No lie, no frame-up

against us will convince our éi‘owing regiments of friends of the :

contrary. 4 :
Everywhere, everyth!ng and always for the interests and
progress of the working. class! -That sentence sums up our proa-

gram. It is what LABOR ACTION stands for today as it begins its |

third year of struggle for socialism. It is what the Workers Party
stands for today, as it always has and always will.

No claim we could make would be more easﬂy demonstrarted
by us, E ¥
No claim we could make would gwe us greater pride.

The " past few months have wit-
nessed an intensive drive against
labor. The organized center of this

drive is the Congress of the United

States.

So successful have these gentlemen
been in their labor baiting that they
have succeeded in frightening most
of the top leaders of the AFL and
CIO into giving up gains it took
years of struggle to achieve.

Actually there has occurred a di-
vision of functions in recent weeks
between the reactionaries in Con-
gress and President Roosevelt. Rep-
resentative Howard W. Smith, for
example, arose in the House several
weeks ago and proposed the end of
overtime pay, outlawing of the union
shop, suspension of the Wagner Act
and .twelve other laws regulating
hours and wages.

His colleague, Representative Vin-
son, immediately seconded the bill
and set hearings for the following
week, after the bill had been re-
ferred to the committee of which
Representative Vinson is chairman.

Upon being notified of this turn
of affairs, Presidept Roosevelt asked
that while the hearings proceed, no
action be taken until he personally
gets a chance to speak to some of
the boys from the AFL and CIO.

After several chats with these la-
bor leaders, it was announced that an
agreement had been reached, That
agreement was jammed through at
the Auto Workers' Conference two
weeks ago. That is how the ball

rolled from arch -reactionary Con-’

‘gressman Smith of Virginia, into the
laps of labor.

Although this method has been
fruitful enough in attacking labor’s

living standards and union condi- -

tions, Congress is far from satisfied.
Today there are dozens of bills pend-
ing in various committees which
strike at the very roots of unionism
and living standards.

Well, then, who are these congress-
men and why are they anti-labor?

Very few of these gentlemen ever
worked in a factory in their lives.
In fact, in the Congressional Direc-
tory, only five out of the 531 mem-
bers claim ever having worked in
ordinary shop jobs. To these gen-
tlemen labor is an alien force, some-
thing foreign and imported; to be
smacked down and hounded. Labor
represents a threat to their own and
theilr friends' profits; a threat to the
“petter class of society,” to which
they ‘themselves belong. That is why

they- are anti-labor.

Most congressmen in private life
are lawyers, many of them corpora-
tion lawyers. Many others are
bankers, real estate owners, owners
of plantations or large farms, insur-
ance company executives.

Lawyers and politicians alone
make up 60 per cent of Congress.
These politicians are men whose
chief source of income has been from
government jobs for ‘the past 15, 20
and in some cases 30 years. These
men, whose positions depend so
much on satisfying their campaign
contributors and their political ma-
chines, have no touch whatsoever
with the needs of the masses of peo-
ple.

treatment.

On May Day of 1942, in the midst of the Second
World War, LABOR ACTION honors the memory of
those working class heroes and revolutionary socialists
who have perished as a result of the war.

(1) LEON TROTSKY: The greatest revolutionist and
socialist thinker of our time.
agents of Stalin because of his opposition to the impe-
rialist war and the brutal Stalinist dictatorship.

(2) JEAN MEICHLER:
leading spirits of the French Trotskyist movement, he
was held as a hostage by the German Army of Occupa-
tion and executed by them in a reprisal action. He was
a well known and respected revolutionary worker.

(3) 8. SAHAJANANDA: This famous leader of In-
dia's peasant population who took part in numerous
struggles against British imperialist rule and for India’s
freedom died in a British jail, victim of harsh British

(4) TU THA-THAU:

Murdered by the GPU

opposition to Hitlerism.
One of the founders and

This leader of revolutionary

soclalists in the colony of French Indo-China was, ac-
cording to reports, executed by the French imperialists
at the very start of the World War,

. (5) H. SNEEVLIET: Leader of the Revoluntionary
Socialist Party of Holland, he—along with nine wun-
named colleagues of his party—was recently executed
by the Nazi occupanis of his country as a reprisal for

In addition, LABOR ACTION takes this occasion to
salute and send its greetings to those revolutionary so-
clalists throughout the world whe are being hounded
and persecuted by the reactionary, miiitarist forces.

To the nationalists and revelutionists whe are still
interned in Britain's conceniration camps in India; fo
the arrested leaders of the Ceylon Secialist Party; to
the colonial nationalists of the British West Indies; to
the leaders of the Spanish POUM sentenced to long
‘years of h;lpr!soliment by the Vichy regime of Hitler;
to the thousands of Trotskyists in Stalin’s prisons.

State Federation lof Labor (AFL)
has initiated and; led an important
fight to have the-captured civilian

islands, and. their dependeﬁts. taken
care of.

The Federation is endeavoring to
secure Federal legislation “fot only
to protect 'these -workers and their
dependents but pthers who may be
captured in the future in other out-
lying places where work will have
to be done under similarly hazardous
conditions.

Some people have been. _-ot the
opinion that H.R. 6446, which was
passed by both houses and signed by
the President, takes care of construe-
tion workers formerly employed on

g o !1.[

(Editor's Note: Twenty-six years ago, Easter week, 1916,
James Connolly, commandant of the Irish Citizens Army,

which he helped to organize and lead in the struggle for

Irish liberation, was executed. Wounded in the defense of
the Dublin post office, severely weakened by the loss of
blood, Connolly was court-martialed as he lay in bed and
sentenced to be shot. The British military authorities
wheeled him before the firing squad which took the life of
the greatest socialist leader for Irish independence.

(James Connolly was more than a nationalist, an “Irish
patriot.” He was a great socialist agitator and organizer
as well as an outstinding thinker and writer. He devoted
his entire life to a fight in behalf of labor, not only in the
school rooms but, above all, in the day-te-day struggles of
the workers and all oppressed peoples. This was true in
Scotland, Ireland and the United States, where he lived for
several years.

(In memory of James Connolly, Irish socialist rebel, LA-
LABOR ACTION begins the publication of seleetions from
his writings. Mindful of the fact that these writings are
old in point of years, that some of the facts presented in
them may be completely unfamiliar to those of us who live
today, that its style is strange to modern readers, we feel
that the main items which they contain are extremely time-
ly, for.they represent the deepest aims of all humanity,
stated in trenchant terms.)

@

The shares of Russian railways (before the Russian Revo-
lution of 1917—Ed.), African mines, Nicaraguan canals, Chilean
gas works, Norwegian timber, Mexican water works, Canadian
fur trappings, Australian kanaka slave trade, Indian tea planta-
tions, ‘Japanese linen factories, Chinese cotton mills, European

national and municipal debts, United States bonanza farms are

bought and sold by investors, many of whom never saw any
one of the countries in which their money is invested, but who

Meade £

have, by virtue of so invesfing, a legal right to a share of the
plunder extracted under the capitalist system from the wage
workers whose bone and sinew earn the dividends upon the
bonds they have purchased,

When our investing classes purchase a share in any capi-
talist concern, in any country whatsoever, they do so, not in
order to build up a useful industry, but because the act of pur-
chase endows them with a prospective share of the spoils it is
proposed to wring from labor. '

Therefore, every member of the investing class is inter-
ested to the extent of his investments, present or prospective,
in the subjugation of labor all over the world.

The wage worker is oppressed under this system in the in-
terest of a class of capitalist investors who may be living thou-
sands of miles away and whose véry names are unknown to
him. He is, therefore, interested in every revolt of labor all
over the world, for the very individuals against whom that
revolt may be directed may—by the wondrous mechanism of
the capitalist system—through shares, bonds, national and mu-
nicipal debts—be the parasites who are sucking his blood also.

That is one of the underlying facts inspiring the internation-
alism of labor and socialism.

[ ] '

But the socialist proposals, they say, would destroy the indi-
vidual character of the worker. He would lean on the commu-
nity, instead of upon his own efforts.

Yes: Giving evidence before the Old Age Pensions Commit-
tee in England, Sir John Dorrington, MP, eéxpressed the belief
that the “provision of old age pensions by the state, for in-
stance, would do more harm than good. It was an objectionable
principle and would lead to improvidencs.”

There, now! You will always observe that it is some mem-
ber of what an Irish revolutionist ealled “the canting, fed
classes,” who is anxious that nothing should be done by the
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state to give the working class habits of “improvidence” or to
do us any “harm.” Dear, kind souls!

To do them justice, they are most consistent, For both in
public and private their efforts are most whole-heartedly bent
in the same direction, viz.,, to prevent hnprovldence—-ON OUR
PART.

They lower our wages—io prevent improvidence; they in-
crease our rents—to prevent improvidence; they periodically
suspend us from our employment—to prevent improvidence,
and as soon as we are worn out in their service they send us
to a semi-convict establishment, known as the workhouse, where
we are scientifically starved to death—to prevent improvidence.

Old age pensions might do us harm. That is what they say
to us. Ah, yes! And yet, come to think of it, I know quite
a number of people who draw old age pensions and it doesn't

~do them a bit of harm. Strange, isn’t it?

Then all the royal families have pensions and they don't
seem to do them any harm; royal bables, in fact, begin to draw
pensions and milk from a bottle at the same time.

Afterwards they drop the milk, but they never drop the
pension—nor the bottle.

Then all our judges get pensions, and are mnot corrupted
thereby—at least not more than usual, In fact, all well-paid
officials in ‘governmental or municipal service get pensions, and
there are no fears expressed that the recelpt of the same may
do them harm. :

But the underpaid, overworked wage sglave, To give him a
pension would ruin his moral fiber, weaken his stamina, debase
his manhood, sap his integrity, corrupt his morals, eheck his
prudence, emasculate his character, lower his aspirations, vi-
tiate his resolves, destroy his self-reliance, annihilate his recti-
tude, corrode his virility—and—and—other things. (From So-
cialism Made Easy, by James Connolly, 1908.)

employees on Wake, Guam“and other-

6444 .does is to provide compensation
for the members of the armed forces
and civil service employees of the
government who have been capture?.l
by the Japanese.

The California State Federatlon af
Labor recommended that a new hill
be drawn up to extend the same priv-
-ileges to the imprisoned constructian
‘workers.and others in the sameicat
gofy. This bill, S. 2329, has been in-
tréduced by Senator.David 1. Walsh,
of Massachusetts, '

‘Ag a result of the Federation's in-
tervention into this situation, ‘the
Navy ‘has mailed another check for
$100 to the dependents of the impris-
oned Wake Island employees, and
‘steps ‘have been taken to continue
relief payments by the Social Secu-
rity until Federal legislation mow
pending takes care of the matter ade-
quately and permanently. 5

The Calfornia State Federation of
Labor has organized a campaign to
see that this new bill will receive
the maximum support from labnr
Latest reports indicate that support
for S. 2329 is growing all over the
country. Wide response has been re-
ceived from members in both houses
of Congress as well.

British Profits ”
In Malaya

On March 7, less than one mon
after the Japanese had defeated the
British armies in Malaya, leaving
hundreds of dead and thousands of
wounded on the rubber plantations
and in the tin mines, the stockhold-
ers of Malay Tin Dredging Ltd. and
Southern Malay Tin Dredging, Lid.,
met in London. r :

The first company announced a 55_:
per cent dividend; the second an

nounced a 40 per cent dividend.

C. V. Stephens—the chairman o
baoth big business corporations —-—is
exceedingly anxious to win the war
so that his companies’ records of
very profitable life can be resume

“The land is likely fo suffer liftl
harm from enemy action,” he tol
the stockholders, “and, when agais
provided with requisite equiprient
it should prove fully capable
bringing the company's proilt-eun
ing - capacity baek to its form
level” :
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LABOR ACTION

~Whose Victory? Whose Equality? Whose Sacrifice?

The UAW Victory Through Equality of Sacrifice” Program

In opening the “War Emergency Conference” of the
UAW in Detroit, President Thomas remarked that the
conference was ‘called “to consider the role we are to
play in the ‘prosecution of the War.” The leadership of
the UAW following the CIO leadership had a program
to present to the ‘“conference” on this vital question.
There were 1,400 delegates present to hear what their
leaders had to say.

The “main point is the winning of the war,” said
Thomas. “We all have to make sacrifices, labor must
make sacrifices,” Thomas continued. “I can stand here
and say that labor must not give up a damn thing in
this war. You might applaud me today but tomorrow
in the d\ay of defeat you would curse me as a betrayer
of our country.”

This was the keynote speech of the conference so
far as the international board was concerned, The “pro-

gram:for the nation” was then taken up. It is called

“Vietory Through Equality of Sacrifice.” It is this pro-
gram'that I wish to consider briefly.
It"fs'ho'uld be clearly understood by all of us that this
. -*'prog_;:am" and the method of its adoption were really
based _on the decision of the leadership to capitulate
to th%‘ bosses and Roosevelt. Furthermore the “pro-
gram” is based on a false conception of the independent
role of the unions and the relation of the working class
~ to impeérialist war. (To be sure Thomas and the CIO-
AFL leaders do not say that it is an imperialist war.
Some of them know that it is but for reasons which I
will discuss later they befuddle the workers with clap-
trap such as we reported in last week's Labor Action
in the article on the conference.)

BECOMING SACRIFICE-CONSCIOUS

The CIO-AFL leaders, Murray, Green, Thomas and
ethers, want the workers to become sacrifice-conscious.
_ “A Program for the Nation” says: “within this war ef-
. fort there can be no room for special privilege or gain
by any group or individual. Labor has recognized this
from the outset of the war."”

. What does this really mean coming from the leader-
. 'ship of a great militant international union? When we
read such sentiments last year and this, in the capitalist
press, when we read such statements made by the reac-
* tionaries in Congress we know exactly what they are
~ -talking about. We know because we know whom they
. represent. We know’ that when the bosses, their press
and their congressmeén talk in this manner they are:
trying to fool and mislead labor. The bosses and their
‘stooges know that industry is not going to make any
real sacrifices. They intend to go right on with their
“special privilege”™ and their tremendous financial gains
and profits.

What would Thomas and Murray consider “spe-
cial privilebe or gain” by labor? Was time and a
half and double time on Sunday “special privilege
and gain” for labor? Is the demand of the steel
workers for a dollar a day increase in pay “special
privilege and gain”? Is this what labor has recog-
nized ...from the outset of the war”?

When Thomas and the UAW leadership use the ex-
act language and take the same position on this question
as the bosses and the capitalist press, Whom are they
bargaining for; for labor or for the bosses? When
Thomas, Addes, Reuther, Leonard, Frankensteen, Ker-
rigan and the rest talk just like Witherow, Ford, Sloan
and Wilson; then we say that they are no loner bargain-
ing for labor but for the bosses and a boss government
conducting the second word imperialist war.

THOMAS WANTS LABOR TO RETREAT

Thomas and Murray call on labor to give up more,
to do more sacrificing while at the same time they
parade before labor all the sacrifices that the working

‘class has already made. They not only admit that labor .

has made tremendous sacrifices but they also admit that-
only labor has made any sacrifice at all. The “Program
for the Nation" says: “the men and women of labor
have cheerfully paid their share of steeply increased
taxes; their contribution in this respect is altogether
out of proportion to their comparative ability to pay.
Labor has voluntarily foregone its priceless freedom of
economic action, its right to strike.” (It should be re-
marked right here that labor did not “voluntarily”
forego its “right to strike.” Murray and Thomas, under
pressure from the bosses and Roosevelt, gave up labor's
right to strike without asking labor's opinion on the
matter.)

Who says that laber pays these outrageous taxes
“cheerfully;” this is nonsense and Thomas knows
this. Labor knows who should be paying the taxes

- for the support of this war even if Thomas and the
CIO leadership don’t. :

“Labor has made sacrifices and will coniinue to
make them without complaint.” No one who stayed
awake during the six hours discussion at the De-
troit conference could draw any such conclusion as
this. How does Thomas know that labor will con-
tinue to permit itself to be sold down the river for
the duration of the war?

Where did Thomas, the “socialist” Reuthers and
Addes get the idea from for their “equality of sacrifice”
slogan? From Donald Nelson, the $70,000 a year Sears
Roebuck executive and heéad of the War Production
Board? ‘Before a congressional ocmmittee several

months ago” says the “program,” “Mr. Nelson called for
‘equality of sacrifice’ in, the war effort. The time is
overdue to make this slogan a reality.”

And how do Thomas, Addes and Reuther procede to
make “this slogan a reality?” They come into the
“conference” with the proposal that labor sacrifice
more right at the’time the bosses are grabbing more
and more and sacrificing absolutely nothing.

CONTRAST THIS WITH STANDARD OIL

This conference was held just a few days after the
officers of Standard Oil of New Jersey had been called
traitors by a United States Senator and at a time when
the large corporations were brazenly reporting big in-
creases for 1941 over the already huge blood profits of
1940.

. “In furtherence of these principles the UAW-CIO
asserts its adherence to the following committments.”
First what principles are Thomas, Addes, the Reuthers
and the others talking about? All they have talked
about is the things that labor has given up. Labor has
“cheerfully paid . . . increased taxes . . . out of pro-
portion to their comparative ability to pay. Labor has
foregone . -. . its right to strike. Labor has waived its
contractual rights to double pay for Sundays and holi-
days . . . the foregoing of this right by labor . . . means
the acceptance of substantial wage cuts.”

Therefore in the “furtherance of these principles”
the UAW leadership proposed that labor do some more
sacrificing. Sundays and holidays shall be treated as
ordinary working days. The pledge not to strike is
reaffirmed. They agree on a 24-hour day, seven day
week with a swing shift schedule. “To the above con-
ditions we commit ourselves without conditions.”

After giving up eveything the UAW leadership gets
down to the business of “equality of sacrifice.” They
submit their “progarm for the nation.” They want all
profiteering ended with all earning over 3 per cent
going to the government. They insist on “no war-time
millionaires. During the war salaries and incomes
should be no higher than $25,000 a year. Wages should
be adjusted to meet living costs.” They don't say how
the workers will get this since the leaders have given
up the right to strike for the workers. There are other
points in the 10 point program but these are the main
points aside from the last.

SHOULD LABOR GIVE UP OVERTIME PAY? _.
When industry consents to the above “we agree that
all wages for time over 40 hours per week shall be paid
in the form of non-negotiable SPECIAL DEFENSE
BONDS. This will mean a tremendous source of income

-Of Course the Workers Can Run Industry Without

Coupon Clippers !

By David Coolidge

for our government for financing the war effort. It
will at the same time relieve the existing pressure
toward rising prices, and will create a cushion of
purchasing power for the post-war period.”

Could any group of slaves make a more miser-
able, cowardly and abject proposal? Thomas and
his board falk in point 5 about adjusting wages to
meet the increased cost of living and then in point
ten say that all our wages over 40 hours per week
the government should take and save it for us. Then
when our present bosses kick us out when the war
is over, the government will have something to feed
us on for a while. Then the government will not
have to tax our bosses for unemployed relief. They
will be able to keep all the millions they have piled
up during the war. We will sacrifice now and go
hungry so that the bosses will not have to pay for
feeding us after the war is over.

It is no small wonder that this “program for the
nation” created such a furor at the “War Emergency
Conference.” It is no wonder that Thomas and the
board kept the “program” concealed until the morning
the conference opened. It is easy to understand why
they did not submit it fo the locals in advance for dis-
cussion. They knew that this sell-out would be kicked
over by the UAW membership if they got a fair crack
at it.

It is a fact, the Murrays, Greens and Thomases are
willing to strip labor and leave us naked. They are
bargaining for the bosses, for the war-mongers, for the
National Association of Manufacturers and the Auto-
mobile Chamber of Commerce, If labor wants to come
out of this war with even its shirt left it will have to
assert its rights, it will have to ignore the “bargains”
the Greens, Murrays and Thomases are getting for the
working class.

Labor can do nothing if the strike is given up. Not
the “right to strike” but the strike in fact when it is
necessary. The picket line is the only weapon that will
guarantee “adjustment of wages to meet increased liv-
ing costs.”

It is only the mass economic and political organiza-
tion, swelling ever larger, zecoming political and more
militant that can “end all war profiteering.” It is only
the mass organization of the working class that will
bring us through this war with a shirt left.

It is only the mass economic and political organ-
ization of the working class now, in every capitalist’
country that can “win the peace” for the working class
and establish that “post-war planning” that is working
class planning and a working class victory.

By SUSAN GREEN

Must labor be the tail to the capi-
talist kite?

‘Those worthies, the capitalists, and
all their political and literary lieu-
tenants answer, Yes. This is to be
expected.

What is out of order, however, is
that men and women who parade as
leaders of labor also answer Yes.
- For a labor leader—political or in
the unions—to wish no future for
. the working class except as a' tail to
'the capitalist kite, inevitably makes
him a misleader of labor.

To the capitalist-dominated labor

~ leadership it is sufficient to fight for
concessions from the bosses through
" union action—for labor to “reward
its friends and punish its enemies”
~in politics—to sit in on labor-man-
agement - governmeut committees,
and thus pressed in between the
- bosses and their government try to
. get something for labor.. But the
- idea of labor cutting loose from the
capitalist kite gives goose pimples
to ‘these conservative labor officials
- and leaders. They fear labor’s power
as much as do the capitalists them-
b selves.
' The opposition of so-called leaders
¢ of labor to the working class taking
 power is in large measure responsi-
ble for the fact that the imperialist
~_classes throughout the world still
~ rule and were in a position to plunge
~ humanity into this Second World
. War.

The. French Turncoats

_If in France, for instance, the so-
' cialists and Stalinists had not turned
I traitors to the workers in their great
 ‘sit-down strikes, the world today
~ would be a better place to live in.
‘i The French workers were then ready
' to oust the capitalists, take over ‘pro-
" duetion and reorganize society under
a workers’ government. This would
" have undermined Nazism in Ger-
‘many ‘and changed the course of
events in Europe and in the entire
world. But so scared of labor’s power
" were those turncoats whom French
' labor had regarded as its leaders
i that they tightened the knot fasten-
|* /ing the working people to the capi-
| talist kite—even though that kite
was rapidly plunging to the ground.

. LABOR ACTION has unquali-
fied faith in the workers as the
" future rulers of society. It has noth-
‘ing but scorn for those who con-
tend that if labor assumes control
" of production and government, an-
archy will result. On the contrary.
LABOR ACTION proclaims that
"because labor does not perform its
historic role of establishing a so-
cialist society, it is subjected to the
" destruction of war and the anarchy
of post-war periods. -

‘Long before this war and long be-
ore the last war, those revolution-
afy socialists who see for labor a
future freed from the profit system
f capite’ism, have proved with

s

is entirely superfluous as far as the
réal productive procésses  are  con-
cerned. The function of the capital-
ist owners has for a long time been
merely to control and maneuver the
course of industry to yield the most
profits. i

_The actual production lines are
manned by the industrial workers.
The real production managers, en-
gineers, inventors, technicians are
also paid employees who counld
carry on under workers’' ownership
and conirol much betier because
they would be unhampered by the
restrictions of the profit motive of
the capifalist owners.

They Never Would Be Missed!

Now the war affords fresh and ad-
ditional evidence that the owners of
industry are definitely on the list of
those who never would be missed.
The present war proves beyond the
shadow of a doubt that capitalist in-
dustry is a goose laying golden eggs
for its owners and that capitalist
ownership is a straightjacket on pro-
duction.

Why Should Labor Be the Tail

A year ago Packard and other
corporations refused  fo take the
first povernment ' ¢ontracts until
they were guaranteed the profits
they thought fitting and proper.
Today shipyard workers are de-
manding that such outfits as Beth-
lehem Steel Corp. be investigated
by the FBI because these octopi of
industry are more interested in
cost-plus profits than in efficient
production.

The Truman report has revealed
the magnetic charm exercised by the
dollar - a - year industrialists in the
government to start the flow of war
profits in the desired directions. And
could there be any more obvious
demonstration of the complete use-
lessness of the industrial rulers than
to see them by the hundreds packing
up bag and baggage to migrate to
the fleshpots in Washington?

Their absence from industry has
not caused a single factory wheel to
stop turning. "“The Dogs in the Man-
ger of Industry” would be a fitting
title for the story of modern capi-
talists. :

Who Owns America?

Facts and Figures on
America’s Sixty Families

facts and figures that the boss class .

In his message to Congress on April 20, 1938, President Roosevelt said:

“Statistics of the Bureau of Internal Revenue reveal the following
amazing figures for 1935: '

“Ownership of corporate assets: Of all the corporations reporting from
every part of the nation, one-tenth of one per cent of them owned 52 per
cent of the assets of all of them.

“And to clinch the point: Of all corporations reporting, less than five
per cent of them owned 87 per cent of all the asseis of all of them.

“Income and profits of corporations: Of all the corporations reporting
from every part of the couniry, one-tenth of one per cent of them
earned 50 per cent of the net income of all of them.,

“And to clinch the point: Of all the manufacturing corporations re-
porting, less than four per cent of them earned 84 per cent of all the net
profits of all of them.” :

This important quotation from the President's speech shows once again
that the basic industrial and financial control of this country resides in the
hands of a few great capitalist corporations, known as the Sixty Families
(also occasionally going under the name of Merchants of Death.) - )

As a matter of fact, the disparity in wealth in this country is tremendous.
The top few have almost everything; the mass of people almost nothing.

According 1o the Temporary National Economic Committee, *less than
three per cent of the families of the nation have such a large proporiion of
both wealth and income as to dominate American economic life.”

The 394 biggest corporations—Iless than 1/10 of 1 per cent of the total
number of corporations—owned almost 45 per cent of all corporate assets.
And the same thing was true of incomes. In 1929, the 3/10 of 1 per cent of
the nation’s corporations which had assels of over $1,000,000 swallowed no
less than 80 per cent of the total corporation income. And in 1937, the cor-/
porations with iotal assets of over $5,000,000 received 40 per cent of the total
national income. ' _ 4

And finally, there is {he fact that “fully one-half of all corporate stock
dividends are received by less than 75,000 persons of the 130,000,000 who
inhabit the United States.”

That ,then, is a glimpse at the picture of capitalist America. Concentra-
tion of wealth on one pole—concentration of poverty on the other pote.

. Must it always be s0? Why can't the workers run the country themielyes?

to the Capitalist Kite ?

‘While the war ‘has completely un-

_masked: the uselessness of the bosses,

organized labor 'Bas shown itself ca-
pable of nation“wide industrial plan-
ning. The ReutHer Plan was so tech-
nically efficient 'that the bosses and
the government' did not dare adopt
it all at once for fear of the prestige
it would. give labor.” But everyone
knows that the Reuther Plan was
adopted piecemeal before war pro-
duction got on its way in the auto
industry. ;

The Reuther Plan

One of the editors of such a pillar
of the bourgeois press as Harpers
Magazine was carried away by his
enthusiasm over this contribution by
labor:

“The Reuther Plan had been, a
brilliant natural,” he wrote, “and
the more it was kicked around the
more of a natural it became, whe-
ther the union got in ‘on the man-
agement or not.” )

The Reuther Plan is the best
known, but is only one of the many
industrial schemes submitted by or-
ganized labor in this period. For
instahce, there was the union idea
for producing refrigerators needed

- for the preservation of food even

though a war is on. Raymond Clap-
per, columnist for the Scripps-How-
ard papers, commented:

“The only mystery about this
is why, afier two and a half years
with all the industrial brains as-
sembled here at Washington, and
after all the official studies of what
the British are doing in that line,
it remains for some union people
to bring up the idea.”

While the Bombs Burst

The lack of ideas on the part of
both the industrial and political
brains is not a mystery. The bosses
are too busy making money while
the bombs burst over the world, and
the politicians are too closely con-
nected with the industrial masters.
Here are the fetters on the wings of
progressive ideas.

Labor alone is free for progressive
industrial planning. Unwittingly
Clapper, the columnist for a news-
paper syndicate far from friendly to
labor, gives the reason why LABOR
ACTION has been advocating the

conscription of war industries under -

workers' control.

# The realistic ,grasp of the prob-
lems -of production that organized
labor has shown itself to have
should give every worker a thrill
of confidence in himself and in
his class. The glaring contrast be-
tween the progressiveness of or-
ganized labor and the fear of in-

novations characterizing both cap- -

ital and government, is something
every worker should understand—
the working class is the class of
the future, while the capitalist
class is the class of the past

It is a great human tragedy that
labor's social creativeness should

come to the fore in answer to the

needs of destructive war. But what

labor does for a war from which it
has nothing but frouble to reap, it
can do a hundred times better for
the constructive pursuits of peace.
The Reuthers today are not-inclined
to lead the workers to their historie
goal, to break loose from the capi-
talist kite and take over production
and government in their own right.
But what matter? The Reuthers
rose from the ranks of labor. There
are and will be others from the ranks
to lead the workers to the social
power that is rightfully theirs—when
the working class as a whole wants
it so.

On OQur Own!

1t is time for the workers to laugh
in the faces of the demagogues of
all political shades, with their windy
promiises to do this-and that for la-
bor. Labor doesn't need anybody to
do anything for it—and furthermore
nobody will do anything for labor.
Labor can and must get on its own.
It has the numbers, it has the indus-
trial power, it has the progressive
ideas, it has the executive ability in
its own ranks. It needs only to sever
the knot that keeps it tailing the
capitalist kite.

There are in this period three ma-
jor threats hanging over the heads
of the working people: post-war
chaos, fascism rising in this country,
future wars. All of these dangers
flow from a common spring —the
concentration of industrial and po-
litical power in the hands of the
few against the many.

This war is demonstrating the
power and ability of labor to dam
up the poisonous spring. The future
can be shaped by the workers in

their own interests and the interest
of the ' whole of society. To wgut;
loose from the capitalist class, to
step out into independent political
action leading to a workers’ govern-
ment, to supplant the useless ecapi-
talist class in the ownership and con- -
trol of production—these are the his-
toric tasks that labor can and must
perform.

Do You Read The
New International?

The New International—the sister
publication of LABOR ACTION—is
a monthly magazine which every
reader should get regularly. It
probes deeper into the problems
which LABOR ACTION discusses; it
presents a more rounded and finely
analyzed picture.

Look at the issue which will ap-
pear in about a week, dated May. It
will contain an article by Henry
Judd on Japan's political and eco-
nomic position in the Pacific; an ar-
ticle by Jack Wilson on the Dilemma
of John L. Lewis; an article by Al-
bert Gates on the famous Irish revo-
lutionist, James Connolly; an arti-
cle by Susan Green on Women in
Industry; a fine provocative arti-
cle on literature and politics; re-
views of Kernan's “Defense Will Not
Win the War,” Steinbeck’s “The
Moon Is Low,” Tarle’s “Napoleon in
Russia” and other books.

Now, doesn't that look like a mag-
azine you want to get regularly?
Why not take advantage of our spe-
cial combination half-year sub of
LA and the NI for only $1.00 ($1.25
in New York City)?

IN PHILADELPHIA:

Celebrate May Day !

PAUL TEMPLE

Organizer, Workers Party

| SPEAKS ON
“The Third May Day of the War”

SUNDAY, MAY 3, AT 8:15 P. M.
431 PINE STREET '

- : —

Exposing the
Merchants of
Death--

(Continued from page 1)

Merchants of Death, we are certain
that they will be shown to be just
as competent in their gruesome game
as their European brothers.

Don’t you remember the story of
how, during the first crusade to make
the world safe for democracy, Eng-
lish soldiers would pick up bits of
shell fired from German guns and
identify them as made in Britain.
(Today, Amerijcan troops can have
the consolation of knowing, like-
wise, that they are being shot at by
bullets made...from New York's
6th Avenue EL)

It gradually became common
knowledge in recent years that the

. Germans and French had an agree-

ment in the last war that the Ger-
mans wouldn’t bgmb the Dombasie
iron basin and the French in turn
wouldn't bomb the Briey iron basin
in Germany (which was owned by
French capitalists!)

After all, business is business.

And in this Second World War the
same thing was repeated.

Trade Between Enemies

In a remarkable article which
Frank Hanighen wrote in the March,
1940, issue of Harper's Magazine, he
described in detail how, while the
present war was being fought (yes,
this war “to make the world kafe
for democracy and to destroy fas-
cism”) the French and German in-
dustrialists were continuing their
profitable trade, supplying each other
with ingredients necessary for war
production.

Hanighen wrote:

“German coke has been shipped
to France via neutral Belgium.,
German coke has been shipped to
French industrialists in neutral
Luxemburg.

“French iron ore has been ship-
ped to Germany via neutral Bel-
gium and Luxemburg,

“French industrialists in Luxem-
burg have been shipping Germany
iron ore from their Luxemburg
mines and steel from their Lux-
emburg mills,

“French and German directors
three months before the war (and
today too, so far as it is known)
are sitting on the same banking
board in Luxemburg.

“Tools, machinery and imple-
ments have also been exchanged
between Germany and France via

“A Franco - German agreement,

tacit or otherwise, to refrain from
shelling each other’s factories,
seems to be in force.” '

And all the while French and Brit-
ish lads were bleeding on the battle-
fields to “save democracy” and the
German boys were dying to “smash
the plutoerats.”

The Real Winners

But it was the giant plutocratic
capitalist cartels—the ARBED and
HADIR — which had interests in
steel and munitions factories on both
sides of the fence that .were really
winning, .

It was the Banque International
de Luxemburg with four French-
men (representing the Schneider
munitions interests) and three Ger-
mans representing the Dresden bank
and the Nazi munitions cartel that
were cashing in on both sides,

This is the picture of the capitalist
world gone mad— profits, profits
above all. Everything else is just so
much hogwash designed to trick the
unwary into surrendering their lives
for these profits.

And cannot the same be said for
Rockefeller's Standard Oil, for du
Pont's Remington Arms, for Mellon's
ALCOA?

They are the Merchants of Death,
the traders in blood who pile their
fortunes atop mountains of skele-
tons. They are the true representa-
tives of this wretched capitalist sys-
tem—the capitalist class in the ugly
nude. f

FDR to Ask
For Wage
Freezing--

(Continued from page 1)

The National Association of Manu-
facturers this week announced its in-
tention again of resisting to the bit-
fer end any attempt of the CIO and
AFL to obtain a union or closed
shop during wartime, as well ' as
peacetime,

This open declaration of war
against the labor movement, carried
in full page advertisements in the
Washington papers, was so reaction-
ary that it was repudiated by the
employer representatives of the War
Labor Board as a gesture to the irate
CIO and AFL leaders whose weak-
nesses are being exposed in this ma-
neuvering around with workers' de-
mands on the various Washington
boards. y

But the War Labor Board has
thus far not only not granted a
closed shop to any important union,
but has rejected all attempts of the
CIO to obtain a union shop in vari-
ous industries: o e
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Of Special
Interest
To Women

By Susan Green

To make a purchase of a couple of pounds of onions
these days is a sure way of bringing tears to the eyes
figuratively speaking. This distress is not caused by
the strength of the onions, but by the height of their
price.

Last fall omons were three pounds for ten cents.
Then they climbed to three for fourteen. A while later
it took fifteen cents to get only two pounds. Today
eleven cents buys just one pound of that cooking neces-
sity, the onion.

Why this price increase of 330 per cent in a few
months?

Why should a cotton blanket be one price on Mon-
day and 50 per cent higher on Tuesday?

Why should a pair of shoes be marked up 50 cents
in a few hours?

And why is everythmg else being marked up—ex-
cept the wages that the working man turns over to his
one-and-only for household expenses?

The government is faking a mighty long time get-
ting around to stopping price profiteering. In the
meantime the dollar shrinks daily. Presumably this is
in line with the government .policy that the people
must get used to sacrifices. The profiteérs, however,
are fast becoming so accustomed to fancy war prices

that they will be very unwilling to give them up—if .

and when Mr. Henderson politely asks them to.

If price fixing were in the hands of the workers
themselves, it would be at the head of the list of things
to be done—not at the bottom.

]

In a certain sense the shortages of eggs, meats and
other foods are being overcome in England. The profit
seekers who miss no chance to turn a dishonest mil-
lion pounds or so, have put out a number of “sub-
stitutes.” :

Mr. William Dayles, American correspondent in
London, writes about “Peakegg—Egg Bubstitute Pow-
der.” The manufacturer proclaims that two ounces of
“Peakegg” stirred in water is the same as ten beaten
eggs. But Mr. Dayles reports that “no hen ever lau:i
eyes on Peakegg'”

After many months and after thousands of house-
wives had thrown away theif money on this fake “egg
substitute,” government chemists “discovered” that
“Peakegg” was “nothing more than flour,.bicarbonate

of soda, a touch of dye and a little gum,” says Mr.
Dayles.

This correspondent also writes that many English
workmen pay for pork sausage but get “oil-soaked
bread crumbs stuffed into cellophane.” And there is
a product on the market called “Meatlike.” According
to Mr. Dayles, ils composition defies analysis. “One
thing is certain, it contains no meat.”

After income taxes, withholding taxes, sales taxes
and other taxes, little enough money is left for working
people to spend on food. Apparently Mr. Churchill's
“democratic” government doesn't consider it necessary
to see to it that the people get REAL food for their
precious shillings!

[ ]

Negroes are discriminated agamst in the army and
navy. Negro workers of both sexes have thHe doots of
industry slammed in their faces. The federal and local
governments allow negroes to be barred from their
homes in Sojourner Truth. The “imperial” government
of the State and City of New York have been aware
that Negro children are kept out of children’s institu-
tions—and have done nothing about it. This is the
latest race discrimination scandal. )

It appears that at least nineteen private child-earing
agencies in the State bar Negro children from entrance.
Most people do not know that many of these private
institutions get financial support form the public treas-
ury. They are paid a given amount per week for each
child accepted as a public charge. Some institutions are
almost entirely subsidized in this way out of public
funds. New York City alone pays out at least a million
dollars a year to fhe very nineteen institutions known
to discriminate against Negro youngsters. '

®

The old-law tenement house at 1795 Lexington Ave-
nue, New York City, went up in a blaze early the
other morning. The toll was one dead and several in-
jured. The dead victim was an old man of 76.

A few days before that, another old-law tenement
caught fire. This was in lower west side Manhattan.
The casualties of dead and injured there were greater,
including little children trapped in their beds. 3

Inconspicuous items in the daily press constantly
chec%( off the victims of landlord greed and of the un-
willingness of capitalist society to attend to the vital
business of providing adequate housing.

In New York City alone 500,000 families live in old- -

law tenement fire-traps. The government housing pro-
gram was a mere drop in the ocean of actual needs—
and even this farce has been discontinued in favor of
building battleships at $100,000,000 per.

A modern project that could shelter 17,500 parents
and children in comfort and safety costs around $20,-
000,000—only one-fifth the price of a single battleship.
This is information everybody should have. Thus the

. $120,000,000,000 war budget, if used for peaceful con-
struction, could make of this country a garden paradise
for the people to enjoy.

What is wrong with this picture? Only one thing—

The wealth of the country and control of its expend-
jtures are not where they belong, namely, with the
workers who create the wealth.

. .

“It 'was sad to read of two more of our destroyers
being lost. I czmnot bear to think of the many
women whose hearts ache for the boys and men who
are lost with each of these ships; as well as any one
of the airplanes that fail to come back from a raid,
or that crash somewhere in this country or in for-
eign parts. These days are terrible ones for the men
ihemselves and for the women who wait at home for
news. So many of the boys are very young and,
under ordinary circumstances, would have their
‘whole lives before them.”

These are words that go to the heart of every ene
.of us—even if we don't agree politically with their au-
thor. But working women must look with suspicion
on Mrs. Roosevelt’'s next sentence: “I wonder if women
in every country are making up their minds that out
of this war there shall come some kind of permanent
peace.”

“Some kind of perrhanent peace” is much too vague,
‘Mrs. Roosevelt. These words sound like the old gag
used in the lqst war, namely, that it was a war to end
all war.

No kind of permanent peace can come while the
propertied, capitalist, imperialist classes of each nation
remain in power. This second world war, which is

aghin annihilating the youth of the earth, is ample proof

that permanent peace requires a Socialist world.
This thought should fill the mind of every working

woman in every country on this May Day—dedicated

to the struggle of the international working class..

Is This the Road to Negro Freedom?

What's Wrong With “Double V” Plan

The Pittsburgh Courier, a prominent Negro
paper, together with a number of Negro leaders
have recently been active in pressing a “Doubile
V" campaign. This “Double V" campaign is in-
tended to get across the idea of a fight on two
fronts—in support of the Ameriean war effort,
and against Jim Crowism at home.

This, too, was the theme of the recent meet-
ing of the Office of Facts and Figures in Wash-
ington where some fifty Negro leaders met to
discuss the problem of racial diserimination in
an effort to end present apathy of most Negroes
towards the war. It is no exaggeration to say, we
believe, that one of the major motives in starting
such campaigns as Double V is the desire on the
part of the Negro leaders to more efficiently cor-
ral the skeptical Negro people into the imperialist
war. So far, all oratorical appeals have met with
slight sucoess—Sikeston is a thousand times more
effective, Bojourner Truth a thousand times mare
eloquent than any pap which Walter White or
Dean Pickens can throw out about “sacrificing
for patriotism.”

‘The Negro people do not seem to be able to’

reconeile all this talk about “demoeracy” with
the facts that they know: discrimination, lynch-
ing, poll-tax, Jim Crowism, poverty. And we
doubt if anyone can reconecile them.

ANTI-NEGRO TERROR INCREABES

As a matter of actual fact, the ogtbreaks of
anti-Negro terrorism have been more severe and
frequent since the beginning of the war than they
were before. The same thing was true during the
last war. And the reason is clear: the powers-
that-be, especially in the South, while quite wil-
ling to utilize talk of “democracy” for war prop-
aganda, fear that the Negroes may take it seri-
ously and therefore they increase their terroristic
actions against the Negroes.

And in this very fact is shown the basic error
of the Double V campaign. The Pittsburgh Cour-
ier, and the rest, do not realize .or deliberately
ignore the fact that the very same forces which
conduct the war of which they approve, are also
the Jim Crowers.

If these Negro leaders were fruly interested in

‘The "People’s

SYMBOL OF SOUTHERN DEMOCRACY

real democracy at home they would have to ex-
pose the futility of expeeting it under the present
set-up, They would have to point out that Pres-
ident Roeosevelf to whom they appeal for equal
rights depends for a large part of his political
support on the white voters of the Jim-Crow
South. They would have to point out the futility
of waiting for the government to end the oppres-
sions of the Negro people  when that government
4s run in the interests of the big industrialists
who foster race hatred in an effort to keep black
and white workers apart. They would have to

tell the people that they can expect no help from -

the government but can - win the fight only
through the militant struggle of Negro and white
labor alike.

WHAT ABOUT AFRICA and INDIA?

But there is still another thing that the double
V eampaign overlooks. -Even if it were possible
to destroy the racial prejudice fostered by the
ruling class in America—even if it were possible
to establish democracy at home, what about de-

mocracy abroad? The shameful treatment of the
Negro people in America is not the only reason
for their feeling that this is not their war. Amer-
ican Negroes know only too well the treatment
that their brothers in India, Africa and the Indies
have received at the hands of the “democracies.”
The famous Atlantic charter which spoke with
such great eloquence about democracy in Eurgpe
had not a word to say about the colonies owned
by the allies.. Churchill when asked how the
charter would effect the people of Nigeria an-
swered that the charter applied onJy to those
countries now controlled by the Axis. The double
V has forgotten the third front of the colonies—
where live the most oppressed people of all

Jim Crowism and the imperialist war are not
two, separate phenomena. They are manifesta-
tmns of the same rotten society—capitalism.
Capitalism fights an imperialist war.in its inter-
ests and it Jim Crows Negroes in its interests.

To fight one in any fundamental way requires a
struggle against the other.

Britain’s Political Crisis and the
Role of the Independent Labor Party

By HENRY JUDD

“British capitalism cannot flght Nazism.

All it can do is wage an old-fashioned impe-

rialist war—and wage it inefficiently at that,”

(Walter Padly, in the British New Leader.)

L ]

It is as clear as daylight that England is rap-
idly approaching a crisis in its history.

No country can undérgo a series of disastrous
military and political 'defeats, year  after year,
without experiencing the most serious internal
reactions. This is happening in England today.
The fact that things are—at the moment—rather
quiet should not fool us for a moment. It is a typi-
cal “quiet before the storm.”

To summarize what has happened te England
in almost three years of warfare is a simple mat-
ter.

(1) The unwieldy but mighty British Empire,
ruling 550 millions of people and providing the
economic and political basis upon which England
itself has rested for centuries, is experiencing its
dying agonies. A goodly section of it is already
gone (either by 'direct conquest into Japanese-Axis
hands; or by economie conguest into American
hands). The rest of the empire (India, Ceylon and
Africa) are faced with imminent invasion. Brit-
tania no longer rules the waves; the “sun that
never sets” mow casts but a few dim shadows,
These are FACTS, not opinions.

(2) The ruling class of Great Britain (headed
by Churchill) has proved itself an utter military
and political failure.- The latest (and probably
most disastrous) of its defeats was the abysmal
failure of the Cripps mission to India. England's
capitalist class not only cannot erganize the na-
tion's war industries for all-out war efforts; not
only cannot make a revolutionary-political appeal
to the peoples of Europe and Germany {to whom
it offers, for instance, the “Free French” mon-
archist, de Gaulle!); it cannot even arrive at a
temporary settlement or agreement with the most
conservative nationalists of India (Nehru and
Gandhi). Truly, such a leadership cannot be ex-
pected to offer a program to England's people now.
This is precisely why Churchill speaks so rarely
(and why his elequence becomes even more vague
and vaporous with each new speech). The great
“Man of the Hour” is fumbling in the dark, seek-
ing any wand (Cripps!) upon which to lean his
tired, heavy weight.

PEOPLE ANXIOUS FOR GREAT CHANGES
Yet, as Harold Laski wrote on Janunary 19
in the Reynolds News: “I doubt whether there
has been a time in our history since the Char-
tist movement when the mind of the masses
was either prepared or se anxious for great
changes as now.” ;

This is the essence of Britain's approaching
-«crisis: the revolutionary mood ef the people as
contrasted with the bankruptcy of their r g
class. This is why England’s crisis is a ¢lass crisis;
a political crisis in which the workers are pitted
against the hoss, capitalist class. _

In the midst of this situation there are only
two left-wing labor organizations that present a
serious political program of action to the British
working class. The traditional party of the. work-
ers, the British Labor Party, is deeply involved
in the crisis itself since it has become completely
tied up (by way of the Bevinses, Attlees and Mor-
risons) with the Churchill governmeni. The con-
servative leaders of British labor have placed their
fate completely in the hands of the tottering poli-
ticians and bankrupts of England.

The two organizations we refer to are (1) the
Workers Internationgl League (Fourth Interna-
tional) and (2) the Independent Labor Party.

Unfortunately, the WIL—if its newspaper, So-
cialist Appeal, and its publications ‘are any evi-
dence—dogs not appear fo have very much influ-
ence or support among the more politically ad-

vanced British workers, While its political pro-

gram:- is: undoubtedly more  correct than that of

the ILP, it seems to suffer from a mechanical sec-
farianism and politieal “orthodoxy"” that are re-
flected in the abstract slogans and its lifeless repe-
tition, “to the letter” of the policies advocated by
The Militant in‘ America. its major political ef-
fort is directed toward readmittance to the British
Labor Party, from which it was expelled shortly
after the war began. -

_l_.
..-More important from . the .standpoint of imme- ...

diate developments in England :is the British In-
dependent Labor Party (publisher of the New
Leader), many extracts from whose press and
publications we have occasionally printed in LA-
BOR ACTION.

ILP HAS GROWN CONSIDERABLY

There is no doubt whatsoever that the ILP
has grown considerably in size and influence since

the war began. This is proved by the character -

of its paper, the New Leader, by reports on the
activities of the ILP and its 'members, by the pub-
licity and notice it is given in the capitalist press
of Great Britain. The ILP plays a fairly important
role today in the life of England.

What is this party like? What does it do? What
does it stand for? Since the ILP will be heard
from increasingly as England's crjsis grows, it is
important to learn all we can about this organiza-
tion. The ILP is a growing organization which has
gained most of its support because of its opposi-
tion to the war and its program for a “Socialist
Britain Now." It participates actively in the Brit-
ish labor movement and has many prominent
trade unionists' as members; it is the principal or-
ganizing force behind Britain's shop steward
mpvement, a movement whieh is now in violent
¢lgsh with the boss-collaboration, labor-manage-
ment committees of the English Stalinists; it has
an active group of spokesmen in the British Par-
liament and takes part regularly in local and na-
tional elections.

As a gign of its political strength we ean cite
two necent elections, one in Seotland, the other in
Wales. In the Edinburgh contest, the ILP candi-
date got 1,850 (20 per cént) of the votes. In the
Wales eleetjon, where Fenner Brockway, editor
of the New:Leader, opposed the *“Colonel Blimp”
eance and had the British Tories greatly dis-
candidate of Churchill's cabinet, Sir Griggs, the
ILP candidate got 3,300 votes (26 per cent of the
total). This later election was of national signifi-
turbed.

ILP STANDS FOR THE THIRD CAMP

Many of the political ideas and proposals of
the ILP (as centained in their publications) are
of a genuinely revolutionary character. The party
has consistently denounced the war as an impe-
rialist fraud and berated the Labor Party for its
support to the war. It stands for the “Third Camp”
of workers’ action against the twp war camps. It
has carried on excellent exposés of boss profit-
eering, black market scandals, imperialist dirty
work in the colonies, etc. Its immediate program
of action is based upon the unfair and uneven
burden of the war which rests upon the English
workers. The party has likewise agitated for free-
dom to all the British colonies and—particularly
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in the Parliamentary speeches of MeGovern—has
yanked hard at the Tory-imperialist tail of Win-
ston Churchill.

At the moment, the ILP has launched a cam-
paign known as the “Socialist Britain New" cam-
paign. This has received wide publicity and is
apparently being conducted with some success,
since it answers the néeds 'of the hour, There’ are
five.pyingipal slogans. in the campaign:

(L) Equality. .of War Burdens, by taxation,
| price control, etc.

(2) Workers’ Control of Industry.

(3) Liberation of the Colonies of the British
Empire.

Aid to Soviet Russia.

A Socialist Peace Offensive by a British
socialist government.

Likewise, the ILP campaigns militantly against
growing reactionary tendencies in the country.
As its resolution presented at the party’s annual
Easter convention (reports of which are not yet
available here) states:

“As this war develops, the econemic and
political structure of Britain approximates
steadily toward a dictatorship. Military and
industrial conscription, the prohibition of
strikes, the tying down of workers to their
jobs, ete....

There is no doubt that the ILP is receiving its
response because it has formulated answers to
many of the questmns being asked by Britain's
workers.

We cannot but approve and welcom every
militant step forward on the part of Britain's
working c¢lass, particuliarly in view of the
severe situation that is coming. To eover up their
bankruptey there are indications that the British
rulers will attempt to institute in full some sort
eof a brutal, military dictatorship. Is the ILP fully
prepared to meet this, can it lead Britain's work-
ers to success?

SOME DOUBTS AND CRITICISMS

Here, while fully recognizing all the excellent
and progressive work done by this party, we must
frankly woice our doubts and criticisms. We do
not agree with the ILP on many things—obviously,
for -example, its position of defense of the Soviet
Union. Likewise, its inability to clearly formulate
what it means by its “Peace Campaign,” as con-
trasted with the “Appeasement—eome to tferms
with Hitler” campalgn of a group of British rulers
and capitalists.

The ILP is confused and contradictory on many
important political points. This reflects the eon-
fused character of its membership, many of whom
are religious pacifists, reformists and reformers,
conscientious objectors, etc. For the ILP is not a
really unified, homogeneous revolutionary Party.
It ranges all the way from the conservative Par-’
liamentarians (led by the erratic James Maxton)

(0]
(5)

to revolutionary socialist militants, with experi-.

enced. jugglers and political tight-rope walkers
like Fenner Brockway balancing the odd assort-
ments together. Clearly, such a party is in process
of evolution and will itself experience many in-
ternal crises and difficulties. Various resolutions
offered by local branches fo the Eastep Conference
showed this. They ranged all the way from open
pro-war resolutions, to resolutions urging prepara-
tions for a Workers Red Army in England!
LABOR ACTION, as in the past, will continue
to report the development and activities of the
ILP with all the interest and attention it deserves.
The coming year in England will determine
whether th2 ILP can measure up to the great
revolutionary needs or whether it will befall the
same fate as the Spanish POUM and the French
PSOP (both similiar political organizations).
These parties failed to win political .elarity and,
as a consequence, perished in the politieal rerisis

that struck them. The ILP still has the time ‘and”

possibility of learning those lessons.

- ='W}IAT'_S HIS BACKGROUND?

record?

~ who have no democratic rights, and whose native organ

Cherce"'.. Smnl:h |
of Virginia

By Jean Riley

The modest gentleman from Virginia, Rep. Howard.
W. Smith, hardly lets a week pass without bringing
forth some propesal to lower the lividg standards of
the American workers.

Recently, he led .the barrage in the H{mse of Rep-
resentatives against the Wage-Hour law, the ‘barrage
of lies taken up by the money-dominated press and
radio of the country to deceive the American _peopla
into believeing that the ceiling on hours interfered with
the arms effort by preventing work over 40 hours, when
all that it does require is payment of overtime .wages,
-the barrage which was only relaxed when the.smell
about deals between American and German Bxg_ Busi-
ness showed who was really sabotaging the arms plan.. -

Smith’s bill, which was an:amendment to the $Second
War Powers bill, would have suspended the 40-hour
week for the rest of the war. It would have repealed
every law enacted ‘since 1892 to limit the normal work
week and to require payment of overtime wages. - :

In 1940 Smith brought out his bill providing for a
“eooling-off period” before a strike could be declared
in a defense industry, designed to weaken greatly- the
strength of union workers. This bill would haye made
the closed shop illegal in defense territories, and pros
vided for a sentence of life imprisonment for sabotage. :
SOME MORE “ADVENTURES” i

In 1939 he introduced a bill which almost repeats the
Alien and Sedition Acts of 1798, recommending  that
“aliens be confined in concentration camps for life it
they belonged to any group which so much as ‘sdvised
a change’ in the American form of government.” :

Thus, as Kenneth Crawford pointed out in The
Nation, an alien member of the CIO could be jailed or
deported, since the CIO advocates amendment of tha
Constitution to forbid child labor. This bill also pro-
vided for a $10,000 fine and/or 10 years in prison for
}:ersons advocating overthrow of the government br\
orce

The year 1939 also saw the creation of the “Smith
Committee' of 5” to investigate the NLRB, which drew
up the amendments to the Wagner Act denying -the
Labor Board the right to intervene in cases where two
or more unions claim a majority., That meant no plant:
elections where the workers could decide democratically
what organization they preferred.

During some of his earlier campaigns against the
Wage-Hour Law, Smith actually advised some “em-
ployers TO IGNORE IT. He has voted against every
major relief bill. He prevented the investigation ‘of"
silicosis deaths in West Virginia. He killed appropria-
tions for the tenant farmers of the South.

Again this week, Smith’s name is attached, with 'l:hat
of Rep. Vinson, to a bill pending before the Naval Af-
fairs Committee, outlawing closed shops and suspend-
ing the 40-hour week.

You begin to get curious about a guy who is so.
tireless in this efforts to bring the blessings of Hitler to. -
the American working class, a man about whom Rep- ;
resentative Norton had this to say: “I have yet to find
a single labor bill for the benefit of workers o! the
couniry that he has ever voted for."”

You ask yourself, ‘what“sort of a man is he anyway.
and how does he get himself re-elected with such a

Howard W. Smith is president 0! the Alexandria
National Bank of Virginia, a landlord farmer, an im-
portant Virginia dairyman. And the truth is, that he
and his buddies, those two great democrats, Sens. Glass
and Byrd, personally run Virginia's political machme,
and manage to re-elect themselves to Congress terms
after terms. AGAINST THE WILL OF THE MAJORITY
OF THEIR CONSTITUENTS. (Last election more vates
were polled for one Northern Congress member, Rep.
Mary T. Norton of New Jersey, than were cast for TEN -
Congressmen from the poll tax states. Smith and Weoed~
rum of Virginia, Dies of Texas, Whittington and Ford
of Mississippi, Hobbs of Alabama, and Starnes, Cox,
Tarver, and Vinson of Georgia. Mrs. Norton polled
89,187 votes while the 10 Southerners combined got only
B5,619.) - -

Down in the poll tax state you can vote in the man-
ner prescribed by the constitution only if you ecan lay
down the one or two dollars head tax each election day.
If you work for a few cents a day picking cotton or
in a non-union mill or factory, you aren't likely to have
much left over to pay a tax on your head in order 46
vote. So you don’t vote. OR SOMEBODY VOTES FOR
YOU. Somebody who CAN pay the dollar or two that
you and a lot of men and women can't. :

The Virginia Democratic machine which is respons-
ible for the presence of loyal labor-haters like Smith
in Congress has a permanent “backlog” of 85,000 such
voters for whom it has paid poll taxes, according to
testimony given before a subcommittee of the Senate
Judiciary Committee, holding hearings on the Pepper
anti-poll tax bill Virginia’s constitution forbids pay-
ment by one person of the poll tax of another. But
this does not restrain the machine.

Poll tax receipts are bought up in blocks and dis-
tributed where they will do most good. It is impos-
sible to prosecute the men who thus break the law,
since they control every branch of the government,
including the courts, and according to Moss A. Plunkett,
a Roanoke, Va., lawyer and member of a league aga;mst
the poll tax, anyone attempting to do so would  be "
hounded and persecuted. Is it any wonder, thén, that
8mith is the main Congressional hatchet-man pga.mst
labor? ‘

* By keeping the poll- tax in and the unions out of the
South, by playing white against black workeérs, by
disenfranchising the majority of the populatldn, not
only is he able to continue as one of the leading busi-:
ness men of his state; he is also able to play a leading
role in bringing the living standards in the rest of the
country down to the level of those in Virginia.

Negro Slavery in Africa

“Slavery” has been abohshed in the British Em
but “forced labor” remains and is to be extended. It is
‘not clear what the difference is between the two. :

All Africans in Kenya between 18 and 50 are re-
quired under a new Colonial Office Order to perform.
compulsory labor. The minimum period of forced labor
is to be 84 days and fhe maximum twelve months. By

After that the African can return to work for a.fim
in his village, but he will soon be recalled. He will b
exempted only for one guarter of his work period.

Anyone who resists the call-up may be fined fiv
pounds sterling or imprisoned for two months, or both.

The Africans in Kenya, who have been driven off th
best land to provide farms for European coffee-growe:

jzations have been suppressed and their leaders imp:
oned or deported, are not likely to be enthusiastic abou
this new manifestation of the “t):eadom" for which theil.'
British masters are fighting.

From the Bntish New- Leader.



"LABOR ACTION

qun 6

(Ceontinued from page 1)
iclnthmg priccs ai the 1940 level to stop
he rise in the cost of living.
~If labor insists on its rights, if it doesnt
et itself be bluffed or intimidated, if it puts
‘a stop to the worse than futile policy of
employer-appeasement, it will not be made
‘the victim of the war.
2. Soak the rich to pay for their war!
Who is going to bear the stupefying burden
‘of the war costs? Already Congress has
“appropriated oyer 150,000,000,000 dollars
for the war and it's only the beginning.
Should labor carry fhat burden, or the big
L part of it? Not at all! Labor did all the
uffering and sacrificing it could stand
_even before the war began—in the ten un-
_broken. years of the unemployment crisis,
“when millions were without work, and with-
out food. The war costs should be borne
" and can be borne by those whose economic
~and financial shoulders are broad enough
to bear them,

Let the government first expropriuta the
"Sixty Families”—America’s, plutocratic
upper crust, the 3 per cent of the people
‘who own 96 per cent of the wealth.

Let the government impose a levy on
capital to cover the costs of the war. It
did not hesitate to levy human life by im-
. posing conscription on the country. It does
__not azk the permission of the people it is
drafting—and it needn’t ask the permis-
sion of the capitalists whose capital should
be drafted.
~_And in addition, all war profits should
be confiscated. It is an inhuman disgrace
that while millions are dying on the battle-
fields in the name of "‘democracy,” the
monopolists should be allowed to say that
they will run the war industries only if they
are guaranteed their blood-profits.

NO PROFITS FOR PARASITES!

~ Let the working managers, the skilled
technicians, the actual production organ-
izers—Ilet them get a higher than normal
salary to which skilled and experienced
experts are entitled. But why should mere
owners of stocks and bonds, parasites who
‘don’t do a lick of work ekcept hold gilt-
edge paper or sit at directors’ meetings, be
guarcnteed profits in the war industries?..

3. Conscript all war industries and put
them under workers’ control. The govern-
ment complains about the big monopolists
sabotaging production; about secret cartel
agreements with German trusts; about mis-
management, bungling, incompetence. All
his is true, and only one percent of the
1.uth. Capitalism is no better able  to
orgenize production in war-time than in
peace-time; capitalism means anarchy of
production; capitalism means profits come
first, and patriotism is only a phrase to hide
that fact; capitalism means a development
to control of our lives by a handful of pow-
‘erful, giant monopolists.

The power of the monopolists must be
# broken! It can be done; it must be done.
. How? Conscript all war industries under
workers’ control. The government, at one
stroke, decided to conscript millions of
human beings into the army. Is property
more sacred than human life? Are mon-
opolies immune where life is sacrificed?
We must have a government that doesn’t
hesitate @ moment to conscript all the war

industries—and it is these industries which
represent the monopolies in the United
States.

WE NEED WORKERS CONTROL

Why workers’ control? Because, in the
first place, they could not possibly do as
bad a job of disorganization and misman-
agement as the capitalists have done. Be-
cause they are the ones who do the actual
work as it is, and they should have the
further power to hire and fire, to direct
the organization of production with the aid
of the skilled technicians.

4. Labor must fight for the draftees
and itself learn to fight! Unless labor be-
comes the active champion of the draftees,
the soldiers will fall under the influence
of reactionary militarists and eventually be
used to beat down labor and the labor
movement. It has happened before and
may happen again. The vast majority of
the draftees are workers and sons of work-
ers, and are therefore blood brothers of
labor. They are told they must ““fight for
democracy.”’

Then let them, at the very least, have
such democratic rights as free speech, free
press and free assembly. Putting on a
uniform should not mean putting off
democratic rights. Nor should it mean a
drastic cut in living standards. That’s why,
to begin with, the base pay of thé draftees
should be raised to a minimum of sixty
dollars a month. The reactionary press
whines and aroans because draftees get
twenty-one .dollars a month while “labor
gets more than that per week.”” They don't
say a word about the fact that while the
draftees get such low pay, capitalist chair-
warmers and other parasites get tens of
thousands of dollars of income per month!
It is not labor’s pay that should be reduced
but the soldier's pay that should be reised.

Labor also has the obligation to organ-
ize militarily for defense from fascism and
reaction. But labor, which should have
learned by now not to trust any ““Mes-
siahs,’" should do this indepently. Labor
needs to organize its best forces into Work-
ers Defense Guards, trained and controlled
by labor’s own organizations, the unions.
Labor cannot meet and triumph over the
armed and trained forces of reaction un-
less it is itself armed dnd trained.

SMASH JIM CRQWISM

5. Wipe out the crime and menace
of Jim Crow and anti-Semitism! All dis-
crimination against Negroes or Jews in the
Army and Navy, or by employers in in-
dustry, must be made a criminal offense.
If labor allows its ranks to be divided
against themselves along racial or national
or religious grounds, it is ruined. Anyone
who /promotes such division, stamps him-
self publicly as a poisonous enemy of labor
and democracy, and should be treated as
such. The Negroes, in particular, must
acquire complete social, economic and
political equality, for how can they fight
for genuine democracy when they have: the
rope of Jim Crow around their necks? How
can the peoples of the world, especially the
colored races in the colonies, take seriously
any talk. about “democracy,” and “free-
dom’’ when they know the revolting dis-
criminations practiced against more than

'WORKERS

LABOR MUST DEFEND ITSELF!

1. Hands off the right te strikel For the
defense of civil rights ‘and all workers
tighte! Against any wartime dictatorship
meaaures!

Thirty hours a week; thirty dollars the
minimum wage; time and a hal/ for over-
time! Rehire the jobless millions by a
six-hour shift!

Wage increases which meet rizing cosisl
No sales tax on consmmer goeds; no taxes
on wages! Freese rents and food and
clothing prices at the 1940 level io stop
the riss In the zoet of living!

No government contract without a union
contract! The closed shop in all wdar n-

- dustries! .
Maintaln and increase all governmemd so-
cial services!

"’ SOAK THE RICH—LET THEM
_PAY FOR THEIR WAR!

6. Agmumlbﬂnwi.mﬁ.
; costs of the imperiallst war! Confiseate
all war profisal

Connrlpa all war industiriss wnder work-
ers’ eantrel!

. Exproriate the “Sixty Famitiea™ -——-dw 8
© ‘per cent of the peopls whe mon 96 per
; _oeul of the Mliouﬂl unhlll

PARTY PLATFORM

Agamst Both Imperialist War Camps! For the Victory of World
: Labor and the Colonial Peoples! For the Victory
J of the Third Camp of Socialism!

""-‘-:.\ "N P ;m.pprfa“im and fascist barbar-

DEMOCRATIC RIGHTS
TO THE _DIAFT!ES!

9. The right of [ree spesch, [res press
¢udfmmblyforlh¢mhdw
armed [orces!

10. Sixty dollars a month minimum for
draftees!’

SMASH JIM CROW!

Down with Jim Crow and anti-Seminsm !
All discrimination against Negroes in
the Army and Navy, or by employers in
industry, must be made a criminal of-
fenge!

For full political, social and economic
equality for Negroes. .

PREPARED!

For Workers' Defense Guards, trained

and conirolied by the nnions, against
vigilante and [wecist attacks!

For an Independent Leber Party and
a Waorkers’ Gevernment! Ne pelitical
support to the Roonsevslt g nt!

For Peace Threugh Secielism! For im-
‘medinte Independence of afl eclonies!
. Only a socialist world. will destrey eapi-

L1.
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ten percent of the population of the United
States, the Negroes?

LABOR NEEDS ITS OWN PARTY

6. Labor needs a party of its own to
form a government of its own. A labor
program means nothing without a political
party to fight for it. A political party is
not worth the name unless it is working to
take over the government in order to put
its program into effect. Labor today con-
fronts one of the most bitterly anti-labor
Congresses in modern times in this country.
Every chance it gets, it strikes a blow at
labor, and it is only fear of labor’s reaction
that has prevented it up to now from adopt-
ing the most violent anti-labor legislation.

Even Roosevelt is compelled to try curb-
ing the speed of the anti-labor advances
of Congress.
lieve that Roosevelt is a genuine friend of
{abor cannot fail to agree that one man,
even the best in the world, is not enough.
Labor needs an organized political force
to rely on. That force is a Labor party, and
no man, however excellent, no group of
men, can be a substitute for it. A Labor
Party is nothing less and nothing more
than labor organized politically on an in-
dependent basis. It means a party that
speaks frankly and authoritatively for
lator, because it 'is responsible to and con-
trolled by labor’s own organizations. Big
business has its political parties represent-
ing its interests. Labor must have its own
political party!

A GOVERNMENT OF LABOR

Such a party can have real significance
only if it aims at a workers’ government,
the government of labor, that is, of the
vast majority of the people of the country,
of the toiling masses. The capitalist parties
and politicians have been in power far too
long. They have patched up a hole here

.and a hole there. But they have not begun
to satisfy the real yearnings of the people.
The people want such simple things as a
decent standard of living.amidst the abun-
dance that modern life can give, and all
they have received is poverty and insecu-
rity. The people long for peace, and all
they have received is the threat of war and
the horror of war itself.

- The people went a. change from the
misery and uncertainty of the old system,
the system of capitalist exploitation and
profit, and all the capitalist parties can
offer is a “fight for survival”’—the pre-
servation of the old, discredited and bank-
rupt system. A workers’ government means
the workers in power, in ' control. Labor
alone understands the needs of labor.
.Labor alone can satisfy these needs. By
control of the government, labor can pro-
ceed to satisfy these needs in the best
interests of the working people of town und
country as a whole.

The realization of such a program as
suggested here would deliver such a crush-
ing blow to fascism and reaztion, abroad
as well as at home, that they could never
recover from it. The people of the Axis
would not tolerate the rule of their despots
for a minute if they saw across the ocean
the rise of the star of real freedom.

"THE STAR OF FREEDOM

When the German people saw the star
of freedom rise in Russia in 1917—at the
time of the Bolshevik revolution of Lenin
and Trotsky—they did not wait many
months before they overthrew the despot-
ism of Kaiser Wilhelm and brought the war
to-an end! If they do not revolt now, it is
because the counter-revolutionary terror of
Stalinism does not attrazt them any moare
than the Anglo-American imperialist ambi-
tions to dominate them.

Let this May Day, the day of interna-
tional working-class solidarity, mark a new
point of departure for labor's noble struggle
for freedom and equality. Over the whole
world now there hangs the dread pall of the
imperialist war. It is the bloody payment
we must make for not having won, before
now, the world batile for socialism. But
that battle is not over. So long as labor is
exploited and oppressed, that battle wiil
still be fought. Let us determine to fight
it better and more strongly and unitedly
and wisely in the days to come.

Unite, workers of America and of the
world, unite in struggle for the cause of
the oppressed and disinherited.

Unite to end forever the curse of Fascist
barbarism, imperialist rule, and imperialist
war!
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Onward to the victory of the League of .

Socialist Nations, to the union of the
socialist peoples of the world! .

‘ NATIONAL COMMITTEE OF
THE WORKERS PARTY,
MAX SHACHTMAN,

National Secretary

o b T 0 )

Even those workers who be-.

American

By WALTER CLIFF

May Day was born out of the
struggle of the American labor

. movement-—a child of its sweat,

toil and blood—a symbol of the
strength of the new, lusty Amer-
ican working class fighting fifty~
six years ago in an historic batile
for the eight-hour day.

May Day was born in Amerieca in
1886, a bitter yet glorious year for
American workers. The nation was
in the grips of depression. Facto-
ries were idle, railroads bankrupt,
over one million workers had been
fired,

Under these conditions, the work-
ers began to rebel. By the hundreds
of thousands they streamed into the
Knights of Labor and the new AFL.
In two years the Knights of Labor
had grown from 200,000 to over 700,-
000.

The newly - organized AFL, with
about 50,000 members, saw in the
eight-hour day an issue around
which it could organize the masses
of workers who were yet unorgan-
ized. On October 7, 1884, the AFL
convention passed & resolution stat-
ing that on and after May 1, 1888,
“eight hours shall constitute a legal
day’s labor,” and began to prepare
for a general strike on May First,
1886.

At the convention in 1885 the call
for a general strike was repeated,
and militant workers got ready for
the showdown. Union after union
throughout the country declared its
adherence to the May Day strike.

During 1885 and the spring of 1886
strikes began to explode in one in-
dustry after amother. When May
Day, 1886, rolled around the workers
in many cities walked out of their
shops and mills in a united demon-
stration of strength. The bosses were
thrown into a panic.

Victory in Chicago

In Chicago, the center of the move-
ment, 80,000 workers downed their
tools and went into the streets. For-
ty thousand workers gained their
victory immediately when the pack-
ing houses agreed to an eight-hotir
day with no cut in pay.
the nation, there were over 500,000
workers directly involved in strikes
on May Day.

To say that the bosses were an-
noyed would be putting it mildly.
They were determined that this
strength of the workers should be
broken, and like the Fords and the

Girdlers and the Weirs of ‘today, they

did not hesitate to use violence and
provocation to do it.

On May 3 the Chicago police
brutally attacked a three-month-
old" strike at the McCormick Reap-
er plant, killing six workers. A
protest meeting was called for the
next day at Haymarket Sguare.
Militant labor leaders addressed
the gathering. When rain began to
fall, preparations were made to ad-
journ it. The Mayor of Chicago,
who had attended the meeting,
went home, stopping at the nearby
police precinct to report that there
was no danger of violence.

A few minutes after he left the
police station, 180 policemen at-
tacked the meeting. An unidentified
person threw a bomb, killing a cop.
The police fired indiscriminately into
the crowd, and a battle followed iIn
which seven policemen and four
workers were killed,

The court arrested and hanged four
leaders of the May Day demonstra-

May Day Was Born in Early

Labor Struggles

Throughout

His Cause Lives On

V.

ALRERIN G S vie o n Lo ik

tion — Parsons, Spies, Fischer and
Engel.. ‘No attempt was made to
prove -they: threw the bomb. They

were railroaded because they: were

union militants.

This was the signal for: bosses all
over the country. The boss press,
the schools, the pulpit, all unleashed
asmear attack on labor. The period
of 1886-87 was a period of reaction;
of attacks upon the workers. But
the attempts were 'vain. Labor had
felt its strength an.d was going to
use it.

May Day—?ero Hour -

At its convention in 1888, the AFL I

voted to rejuvenate the eight-hour
movement, again  choosing historic
May Day as the zero hour. May 1,
1880, was to be the signal for-a' na-
tion-wide strike. -

Meanwhile the May Day move-
ment had leaped across the oceans fo

other countries. Everywhere the
workers, inspired by the example of
their - American brothers, were or-
ganizing themselves to fight for the
“While struggling for the eight-
hou.r day we will not lose sight of
the ultimate aim—the abolition of
the wage sysemt.
wage system,” read the resolution
presented to the striking masses at
Union Square on May First, 1890.
This became the new meaning of

MAY Day

Celebrating Labor's Holiday
and the '
Second Anniversary of Labor Action

BANQUET

Singing

Main Speaker: MAX SHACHTMAN

Skits « Dancing
and Fun Galore "

Admission $1.25

Sat. Eve.,, May 2 ¢ 7 P.Sharp

Irving Plaza,

Irving Place and
15th Street

Auspucas H

LABOR ACTION -

Al of Our Friends and Readers W’lll:“-' s
Want to Be at Thts Wonderful Aﬁ‘azr' S

- somebody else’s labor.

May Day—to strike. to demonstrate.
not only for immediate demands, but
as a symbol 'of the fight of oppressed
workers everywhere against all ty-
ranny, and against the system which
-breeds misery. and. war. May- Day
took on meaning as a political day-—
a class day In Russia, May Day
‘was_made" the occasion for workers’
and peasants’ demonstrations afainst

the Czar; in Poland, May Day be-.

came a holiday symbolizing the
struggle of Poland for liberation. In
France, in- Germany. in England,
in Italy, yes,” even  in Japan, the
workers marched on ‘May ‘Day as a
symbol -of ‘ their  determination : and
power to make a better world."

4¢am .L'eﬂ

“70 Right

“Until I was twelve, I sinocerely
believed that "everyone had a
house on Fifth Avenue, a villa in

"Newport- and a steam-driven,
ocean - going  yacht” — Cornelius
Vanderbilt. At the age of twelve,
I suppose, he walked over to Park
Avenue and saw how the OTHER
half lived.

“Herbert Hoover says he worked all
his life but “missed the discovery I
was a wage-slave.” Well, don't. wor-

. ry too much, Herbie. You can’t have

everything, you know.

A statesman is a man who calls a
spade a spade—after he's dng your'
grave,

Mike Gold, the Daily: Worker col-
.umnist, says: “I.am hoarse and wea-
ry from answering questlons » T
bet his feet are tired !roﬁ:n dodging
them, too.

Those bosses who are n;a.king_all

_ the money while. WE. pay for ' the

war ought to use for their slogan

the words of a now deceased:busi-

ness man, who once said: “Me an"

Morgan ain’t taxable.” His: name
was Dutch Schultz.

My uncle used to put it a different
way: “Them’ as has, glts-—t.he.m as
ain't got, gives”

Abe Lincoln said that ‘fproﬁerty_
is the result of labor.” He should
have - added that ii’s  generally

I read the other day that Jim Far-
ley was once hoxing commissioner
of New York. Now I know where
Roosevelt gets his political tactics.
He leads with a feint to the Left,
then socks you from the Right. And
if labor threatens him with a Left
jab, he wins by a technical knock-
out in the Mediation Board, after

Murray has thrown the towel in the

ring. '

Our boss is the klni! of guy whu
. would have put' God on a 7—daf
week. ;

r




	18-may-04-1942-p1-Labor Action
	18-may-04-1942-p2-Labor Action
	18-may-04-1942-p3-Labor Action
	18-may-04-1942-p4-Labor Action
	18-may-04-1942-p5-Labor Action
	18-may-04-1942-p6-Labor Action

