* o & dRGY" oF i Meompie- Congress, has been met by a wave of terror, shootings, arrests and beatings on the part of the British authorities. ‘-

wibse’” whin: thie issut of- thils .- To date (August 11), eighteen people are reported to have been killed, with many hundreds wounded by British police
e independence. is ot stake! and soldiers, who have fired point-blank into crowds of Indian workers merchants and students demonstrating for their
B They want immediate, uncon- freedom. In Bombay alone, the present.center of the struggle, the police have fired ten times in the space of two days.
E@ ditional and full indepen- In every major city of India, stretching from Bombay to Calcutta, there has been at least one criminal assault by the
e dence: the kind of indepen- - ' . - British upon unarmed and defenseless demon-

g dence supposedly guarum‘ee’d Strators. !
ot ""“The Briish-appointed Viceroy of Indi s rul.
. i ol ing by decree and military authority. Martial

We do not know whether Gandhi, Nehru and Azad—the con- to India to fight the Japanese!) are patrolling-dll' .
E Sﬁ“’%“ve ::"“defs °; the C°t’;“g’°“:°'fm ‘::" h‘“‘ﬁ l:ee" °”ei'°d"bly the key centers with bayonets and machine guns.
i the British—intend to go through with their call to mass struggle Y ) i1
E and their promise to call upon the people to rise up. All too often menlt\shl‘::sz l‘:::: reldsce‘:'f Bﬂel'l'.esl's. ﬂﬂd.t;‘m&n;o;:
I* in the past, above all in the case of Mahatma Gandhi, these men, ¢ pilace. ginning wi a at-
ma Gandhi, Nehru and Azad, the most prominent

Workers Party Statem_e;lt oh India

Stand by the
People of India!

Workers Party calling upon the workers of the United States to “Stand
by the People of India!":

The All-India National Congress has, by Tresolution adopted
at its Bombay meeting, decided to call upen the 400,000,000
people of that great country to launch civil disobedience in a great
effort to win freedom for their country—freedom from a 200-
year-old foreign rule. :

The British rulers, acting in a fascist-like manner, have given
their answer to this demand of the Indian people in the tradi-
tional way of imperialists ‘and dictators, They have launched a
wave of violence and terror against the people. “They are arrest-
ing the nationalist leaders; they are shooting dowh those who
meet and demonstrate for their liberty; they are establishing mili-
tary rule by decree; they are suppressing all news about  Indiaq,
with the exception of their propaganda lies. '

i British imperialism in India is.now face to face with the great-
est challenge ever to its slave rule. It wants to perpetuate this
rule by establishing a most brutal military’ dictatorship over 400,-
000,000 people who will no
longer live as slaves to a for-
eign power. For India’s peo-
ple there can be no such thing

ists may reply to this demand
with the criminal shooting of
hundreds of unarmed people, but this will avail them nothing.

fearing social revolution by the masses, have compromised dnd
yielded to the thréats of imperialism. -We do not have confidence
in their leadership of the people. Instead of ‘appealing to the
workers and peasants of India to prepare themselves for the in-
evitable struggle to throw off the yoke of British imperialism, a
struggle that everyone knew was coming, they ran after the Vice-
roy, Roosevelt, Stalin, Chiang Kai-shek, etc;, ina futile effort to
make a deal with their enemies. Sl :

- But ‘we do have.the utmost confidence. in the. long-suf-
fering people of that country because the. fire of freedom and
liberty burns strongly within them. The Workers Party is un-
conditionally behind the Indian people in their struggle for
the right of self-determination and national .independence.
The Werkers Party condemns the terro® of the British mili-

" tarists and overlords who insolently deny the rights of these

colonial peoples.

y ; : tan 16, Labor Action Forum original . - .
b slame e G, Nt SRR of oS seheduisd on.the topie of “Amencs immediate  independ-
of slander against Gandhi, Nehru 2 ¢ . Since Pearl Harbor” has now been gnce. '

When General de Gaulle claims that he is fighting to free his coun-
try from Nazi rule, he is hailed as a great French. democrat. When
the nationalists of India fight to free their country from equally
hated British rule, they are slandered as '‘appeasers” and “Jap-
anese agents.”” The capitalist ‘press of America, which tells us
each day to sacrifice all in the ““war for democracy,’” has taken
upon itself to decide that the Indians are not worthy of freedom.
England once decided, although she learned otherwise, that the
thirteen American colonies were not worthy of freedom!

THE PEOPLE OF INDIA CAN DECIDE!

It is claimed that India is not ripe for freedom, that to grant
her independence would result in ““chaos” dhd “disorder.” Per-
haps the handful of British bankers and imperialists who have
great financial and money interests at stake inside India would

-be upset about losing their plunder. But 400,000',000 people would

be lifted to their feet and breathe the air of their country as free
men. This is not “chaos,”” but true, democratic progress. The peo-

ple of India can decide and settle their own internal problems

(such os the Hindu-Moslem question) - through their own demo-
cratic organizations. Hindu and Moslem disunity, deliberately

encouraged by the British in order to divide the people, will be “ They have lived under British rule for over world. etc. British imperialists control tariff, th th i 4 soldi :

h lei truggle for-their freed 200 years. : : . shipping, commerce, collect all taxes, etc. ©wi € police and soldier gu-

solved by the people in a common strugg e or-their freedom. 00 y ) : (6Y 8fx ‘willish pbople die ‘each year frot ! thorities. . ;s
It is also claimed that independent India will open the door to Wages: malaria. (d) British capitalists have five billion dol-

“Japan and fall under Axis rule. This is another vile imperialist

slander. Who believes for one moment that 400,000,000 people
will obtain their freédom (after 200 years of enslavement), only
in order to give it away again to another foreign, equally reaction-
ary imperialist power? :

Today, under foreign rule, the people of India are indifferent

_to the Japanese threat. They feel that they have no country of

their own, nothing worth fighting for. The wealth, the land, the
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HANDS OFF IND

Disobedience Campaign of 400 Million
Indians Met by British Violence and Terror

By H;NRY Jubp S
The campaign of the Indian people for immediate independence from Engiand, launched by the All-India National

law and curfew prevail from one end of the coun-
try to the other. British soldiers (supposedly sent

leaders of the Congress Party, and extending to
innumerable local leaders and trade union offi-
cials, the British dictators are mercilessly hound-
ing them into their concentration camps and jails.

Gandhi has threatened =
to embark upon an im-.

mediate hunger strike.
e g e Aecording - to - the
Forum TOPIC ' 'meager  British - cen-

Wi" Be |nc|ia sored reports that are

available, it is clear
Because of thé great interest

Labor A_c_:t_io;'n

TR e

that the workers of In-
aroused among workers by the dlﬂ Sl‘ﬂnd in *he fron['_'
events in India, the Sunday, August of the movement 'for

changed to "“India’s Struggle for
Freedom.”

Max Shachtman, national secre-
tary of the Workers Party, will be
the principal speaker, as previously
scheduled. He is speaking as a guest
speaker, invited by LABOR AC-
TION.:

In addition, Henry Judd, regular
contributor to LABOR ACTION,
will speak. Arrangements have
been made for the large audience
that is expected. The meeting will
take place on Sunday, August 16, at
8:00 p.m. Location of the hall is Irv-
ing Plaza, 15th Street and Irving
Place, New York City. :

Facts You Should Know on India:

There are épproximate!y 400,000,000 people’

in India ‘today.

(a) Skilled miners earn 20 cents a day. '
'(b) Plantation workers earn 6 to 10 cents a
day.
(¢) Textile workers earn $12.00 a month.
(d) Jute workers earn $8.00 a month.
Education:

(a) Ninety per cent of the people cannot
read or write. :

(b) There is one high school for every 315

square miles.

Health Conditions: .
(a) India has the highest death rate in the

(¢} An average of four to six people live in
each tenement room in the cities.

British Proﬂ_ts:

(ay-British bankers collect interest amount-
ing to $150,000,000 per year on Indian
debts.

(b) British bankers loaned eight billion dol-
lars to finance British wars in Asia and
Africa, British owned railroads, etc. Now
they collect interest on this money.

(c) British capitalists own mines, communi-

(e) British capitalists make an average of

Democracy Denied:

(a) People were not allowed to vote on the

(b) Less than 10 per cent of the people can

cations (railroadls}'. plantations, factories,

lars invested in India.

$700,000,000 profit each year on their in-
vestments.

question of participating in the war.

vote in any elections.

. dustrial cities of Allahabad,

They are shutting
down factory after fac-
tory, including plants produc-
ing munitions. In Bombay alone -
— a great industrial center —
cighteen large textile mills are
closed. The Bombay textile
workers played the' leading role
in the struggles that raged in =
that city. They were the first §
victims of the British terror.

This strike action by the
workers has extended to the in-

Ahmedabad (textile centers);
Lahore (student center); Nag- |
pur and Poona (railroad and
steel centers). Side by side,
workers and students are par-
ticipating in violent clashes

USE FASCIST VIOLENCE

Recognizing this great chal- °
lenge on the part of the people;
the British imperialists who
have dominated this great coun-
try for over 200 years are re-
sorting to any and all methods
to prevent its spread. They are
taking every leaf out of the <

AR

_industry of their country, is owned by the foreign bankers 10,000

(Continued on page 2) (Continued on page 2)

_INDIA'S STRUGGLE FOR FREEDOM
- Speakers:

' MAX SHACHTMAN || HENRY JUDD

National Sécretcry, Workers Party Contributor to Labor Action :

NEW YORK
LABOR ACTION FORUM:
'In Defense of
the Indian People

Sunday, August 16, 8 P.M.

' Admission 25 Gonts .

15th St. & lrving Pl




LAlQR ACTIQN

?'E_NERAI-' PE GAULLE'S “SOCIALISTS"

few weeks ago the de Gaullist press published a manifesto from a “Com-
nittee for Socialist Action” which claims to represent all elements of the
ormer French Socialist Party. They claim to have been engaged for many
'bnths in underground work against the Germans and against Vichy.

This is probably the most shameful document ever written by a French

| socialist. - Of course we did not expect anything revoliitionary to come
from the bureaucrats of Blum’s party. We rather expected them to be
all-out for the Allied war cause. But still, up to now, these people did

i 8t least cling to some socialist phraseology. But this is no longer so. A

: nrge part of the old social-democratic leadership went over to the camp

E nt Namsm and Petainism. Now the ether part, ap,pawently more or less

Gaull,e as sole lgader nl_ Frm_-n_(_;l; socialism. v
-Even the most timid liberal thinks it advisable now to, use certain “left-
st phrases about freedom from want and insecurity. The official representa-
tives of American imperialism speak about the pint of milk everybody is
ing to get after a successful outcome of the war. Not so with those “social-
5" Their program calls above all for three things: a government “formed
_designated by General de Gaulle, renewing the national tradition”; “re-
newing of our alliances and traditional friendships,” and “recognition of the
republie.”
‘The Old World is going to pieces a,t an almost u.nbe}ievable pace. Empires
( umble, continents are shaken, but “socialists” have no dther program to put
] rward than to start again where everything went to pot some time ago.
: lere is, indeed, a certain corrective. They think with regret back to the
ce old days of the corrupt Third Republic where it was so easy for a “so-
alist” to make an easy living in some official pgsition, and where playing
e game of politics was such a nice thing. But they have a little innovation
0 propose: this republic is going to be brought about by a monarchist gen-
al in whom they have all possible confidence.

%‘:

’N-AMAZING AND SHAMEFUL SPECTAGLE

© This spectacle is really amazing: so-called “sociailsts" relying on General
e Gaulle as their uncrowned king, agsking him very humbly to designate a
‘government. The French socialist Party 'was never a revolutionary Q,arty
(But ‘it was once the party of Jaures, relentlessly fighting against the influ-
‘lence of militarism in civil and political life. In no country more than in
iFrance was there a fundamental tradition, even among liberals, to resist
rarmy influence on political life.

I Seme of those who signed this manifesto may have played a role in the

ght for Dreyfuss against nationalism and militarism.... All this is forgotten.
" ‘hese left-overs from by-gone days do not see any nther salvation than to
icrawl into the lap of th@ general. They no longer speak for progressive
easures of social security in the France of tomorrow; they do not even talk
-2 bout some Kind of European Federation. Oh no. All they have to prepose
s that French imperialism again be given its place in the world; all they
.'?’ ave to propose is a renewal of “our traditional friendships,” that is, mili-
‘tary alliances.

In this whole document there is not once mentioned the French wurk-
ing class except in one passage where it claims to represent the great
majarity of those who were orice affiliated to the Bocialist Party.

No further comment is necessary. :

1 Watch Congress on Taxes

Question Involved Is Whether Boss or Worker W|Il Carry Burden of War

By JOHN BERNE
Watch Congress on taxes!

Congress is preparing a sec-
ond front against the workers’
standard of living. The first
front is already under way. It
is, of course, the Little Steel
wage formula of the WLB.

But don't just watch and do
nothing, For here is involved
the question’ of who jis to pay
for this war for world damina-
tion—the rich or the poar,

Congress is hell-bent to soak
the poor.

The tax bill recently passed
by the House and now before
the Sengte for action made that

all too clear. That bill increases -

the tax rate for all workers,
in some cases doubling and trebling
it. It alse includes the lowest in-
come brackets heretofore comsidered
too flat to be squeezed.

Aecording to Philip Murray: “On

an income of $1,500 a year, a married
worker already pays $250 in taxes,
the equivalent of eight weeks' wages.
Single workers pay more.”
* Mr. Murray ineludes in his reckon-
ing all kinds of taxes which is, of
course, the only honest way. But
the abomination pictured by these
figures did not deter the “represent-
atives of the people” in the House
from turning the screws still tighter.
Labor to Be the Goat

As a matter of fact, it was a fore-
gone conclusion that the workers
were going to be the goats. What
the “representatives of the people”
were concerned with was how to
lighten the tax “burden" on the
RICH.

Thus, for example, it refused to
tax the parasites on their income
from state and muniecipal bonds.

The Senate is following in the
footsteps of the House. There seems
to be a tacit understanding among
the members of the Senate Finance
Committee that the tax load on the

(Continued from page 1) _
gllu‘l‘ed book of Hitler and hls
Gestnpo. murder, assassination,

pressed ag she is, will not grant

India her independence now, what

reason ‘will there be to believe she

will grant independence . later.

None at all!

And even with respect to warding
off the Japanese imperialists, should
.India — after 'seeing the miserable
British failure to defend Malaya,

and the concentration
amp. They have lost forever

war for democracy’” and for

determmed to wm their llberatlon
from any and all forms of foreign
rule, cannot be halted!

They will come back, fighting
harder and more determined than
ever. The revolutionary socialists
of India—organized today into the
Bo!shevik-[ueninis_t* Party of India
—are participating actively in the

freedom of oppressed peo-
les.” Their effort to retain
power over 400,000,000 people
' who don’t want them can only

condemned as the method of
fascist gangsters who seek to
‘remain in power no matter how!
The present mass movement
in Indig is a direct result of the

Burma and the East Indies—intrust
its safefy and future to these same
exploiters and bunglers? Or, as it is
trying to do, should not India take
its future in its own hands and es- s ~ - ~\
tablish its own government to de-
fend itself from Japanese attack? ;

Under its own government, there
will be 400,000,000 people ready to
fight Japanese imperialism, and
not a  small handful of foreign or

struggle, urging the people to fight
to the end and to take over power
through their mass organizations.

Democﬁ:cy—Du ke
Of Windsor Style

Seventeen Nag'ru strikers wh,b par—
ticipated in mass strikes ‘at Nassau,

workers will be mmeased—ABOVE
THE INCREASES ALREADY PRO-
VIDED IN THE HOUSE BILL. The
additional load on the workers will
take the form of taxing increases in
wages as “excess profits,” of a sales
tax and oi compulsory bond pur-
chases.

But the Senate is being very
tricky about this additional tax
squeeze on the workers. AN
ELECTION IS IN THE OFFING.
The “representatives of the peo-
ple” want to come back to “repre-
sent them.” Thomas J. Hamilton
writes in the New York Times:
“There is a growing sentiment in
the committee against adding sub-
stantially to' the tax burden im-
posed by the House bill UNTIL
AFTER THE ELECTIONS.”.

Take note! The point is not whe-
ther or not to pass the increases al-
ready ineluded in the House bill.
That is taken for granted. After the
elections, note well, CONGRESS
WILL PROCEED TO ADD “SUB-
STANTIALLY."”

Again quoting from the New
York Times: “Senator George in-
dicated that there was some senti-
ment among commiftee members
in favar of reporting the bill late
in August or early in September
without substantial changes from
the House .version and RESERV-
ING FURTHER INCREASES FOR
ANOTHER BILL.”

Let the workers ponder this—and
how foolish it |is to vote for Repub-
lican and Democratic “friends of
labor.” ‘

Relieving the Rich

Proceeding on the basis that AF-
TER ELECTIONS the working peo-
ple will be compelled to cough up
still more to pay for the war, the
Senate committee is fiow concerning
itself with further plans of RELIEF
FOR THE RICH.

For instance, Senator George,
chairman of the Finance Committee,
is not a bit worried about how the
worker will provide food, clothing
and shelter for his family. However,
he doesn't “see how many corpora-
tions are going to Ye able to pay
their taxes, meet their debts and
keep their working capital at an ad-
equate level,” unless some kind of
exemption is provided for corpora-
tion debts and fixed obligations.

As an example of the “extreme
poverty” the war has inflicted on
these downtrodden corporations,
here are some figures for the Stow
Manufacturing Co. of Binghamton,
N. Y., whose president appeared
before the Senate committee. The
war has increased the business of
this smallish concern from $144,-
000 pre-war annual sales to $2,000,-
000 this year. It furthermore has
a backlog of unfilled orders equiv-
alent to ten or fifteen years of pre-
war business. .

Needless to say, the profit on this
war business, even for a small con-
cern, is no chicken feed. A two-by-
four valve factory made $50,000 in
profits this year as against $10,000
last year—a 400 per cent increase.
We do not here speak of the enor-
mous war profits of the giant cor-

come had increased over preceding
yvears, This will -mean that the
wages of every worker uneémployed
before the war will be counted as
“excess profits”—it will mean that
the wages of every former WPA
worker and relief client will be
figured as ‘“excess profits” above
the stipend he then received—it
will mean that every increase of
wages won to meet the cest of liv-
ing will be labelled “excess profits”
—AND TAXED AS SUCH.

A sales tax of 5 per cent is also
up , the sleeves of Congress. “All

economistt agree on the deflationary -

aspects of such a tax,” deelared one
spokesman before the Senate com-
mittee. Senator Vandenberg agreed.
The idea behind the sales -tax is to
get at the “persons receiving in-
comes of less than $2,000 a year"—
AND CUT THEIR PURCHASING
POWER.

Among the senators pressing for
compulsory bond purchases up to a
fixed percentage of income is Van-
denberg. He has his covetous eye on
workers' wages to meet the $35,000,-
000,000 deficit which Wwill remain
after the new t{ax bill collections
and after the sale of war bonds on
a voluntary basis. THERE ARE TOO
MANY OTHERS LIKE VANDEN-

BERG WHO ROB THE POOR OF -

THEIR PENNIES AND LEAVE THE
FLESH POTS OF THE RICH PRAC-
TICALLY UNTOUCHED.

What are the workers going to do
about this policy of the: “represent-
atives of the people” to soak the
poor! 3 .

LABOR ACTION offers a plan
for soaking the rich instead. It
involves a government levy on
capital and the confiscation of ALL
WAR PROFITS! From the work-
er’s point of view, this alone is jus-
tice. LET THE THREE PER CENT
OF THE PEOPLE WHO OWN 9%
PER CENT OF THE NATIONAL
WEALTH — AND ARE GETTING
MORE BY THE MINUTE — PAY
FOR 'THEIR IMPERIALIST WAR
INVOLVEMENTS,

Watch Congress on taxes, workers!
But don’t sit back and do nothing.
How about an Independent Labor
Party to put across the workers'
program! How about a workers’
government to carry out a workers’
.program!

In the Bronx

Buy Labor Action
And N.i. at--

Readers of LABOR ACTION may
purchase this paper, as well as The
New International, at the followmg
Bronx newsstands:

Boston Road and Southern Boule-
vard (candy store).

Freeman Street and Southern Bou-
levard (candy store).

Simpson Street and Westchester

Avenue (SW).

Prospect Avenue and 160th Street
(NW).

149th Street and Third Avenue (SE
and SW).

161st Street and Jerome Avenue

‘anywhere.

. failure of the Cripps mission a
. few months ago. Since that
t period the conservative nation-
: alist leaders (headed by Gan-
- dhi) have sought continuously
to arrive at an qgreement with
 the British, in exchange for
. which they would support the
. war,

" But the Indian people refused to

‘permit any “deal” or sell-out of their
‘interests. They want freedom. and
_.thelr- own government— here and

. Even at the last moment Gan-
ﬂhi gmlsht a compromise, writing
\ letters to the Vicerpy, pleading with
__r:'_?resident Roosevelt for interven-
. tion, etc. Even at this late stage it
. is by no means impossible that Gan-
dhi will seek to check and halt the
movement he has set into motion
and “make a deal”

The fact that the Congress leader-
ship spent its last hours in futile ap-
peals tp the imperialist authorities—
instead of planning and preparing
the masses for this great struggle—
is' of great importance. As a result

pre;gn_t is wlthout organized leader-
I ship and direction. The great peas-
“ant masses (70 per cent of the entire
. population) are yet to be called into
" action. The Congress leadership has
virtually abdicated its leadership and
has told everyone to do what he
pleases. The workers are taking
this seripusly and are attempting to
establish their leadership over the
' movement.

INDEPENDENT INDIA
’WILL FIGHT JAPAN
 The press of America has launched
a vicious campaign of slander against
‘the people of India. In the name of

democracy,” the boss press with its
collection of “liberal” columnists
has the gall to tell 400,000,000 peo-
ple that they should not fight for
democracy and liberty! “Now is not
e time,” they shriek.

. ‘Every American worker knows
that the present, NOW, is the time
to fight for freedom. If not NOW,
hen when? If England, hard

Indian mercenary troops. The peo,
ple of India, once having gained
their freedom, will never surren-
der it to Japan or any other for-
eign power.

A Step Toward Freedom

The struggle now going on in In-
dia between the people and impe-
rialism is the first major progressive
struggle for democracy and liberty
in this war. Instead of the mutual
slaughter of one another by workers
who have been bamboozled by their
own capitalist ruling classes, we have
in India the first step of a great peo-
ple embarking on the long road that
leads to their freedom. z

It is too early to tell yet whether
the British, by sheer brutality and
force of arms, will be able to crush
the movement before it can make
major headway; or whether greater
and greater masses of workers and
peasants will be drawn intp the
struggle, If the latter should hap-
pen (as we hope), then the struggle
in India will become a revolutionary
siruggle for independence and po-
litical power, headed by the revolu-
tionary workers.

But even if the movement should
be halted by fascist wiolence, this
can only be temporary and short-
lived. For 400,000,000 people, once

Bahama Islands, on June 1 have been
sentenced by the British criminal
courts to sentences ranging from one
and a half to eight years.

Here is another illustration eof sin-
ister British imperialist “justice”
practiced against subject native pea-
ples.

These Negro workers struck and
demonsirated because they were
paid a mere 80 cents a DAY, in cam-
parison to white workers from the
United States who—while doing the
same type of work on gonstruetion
projects—received $1.00 or more per
HOUR.

The imperialist masters of the

British Empire wonder why the peo-

ple they rule over hate them, and
refuse to lift a finger in their de-
fense against Hitler and his friends.
This is the reason why,

N /S

They stand with the people and
we shall watch and support their
activity in every possible way.
American workers, bred in the
tradition of fighting for one’s rights
—should recognize that the people
of India are more than worthy of
their support. Under hails of Brit-
ish bullets, they are dying to keep
the name of people’s independence
and liberty alive!

'Inquilab Zindabad!"

N

“I elbowed a jittery way through thousands of demonstrators around the
Town Hall in Old Delhi yesterday and wherever I went they cursed me as an

Englishman and clamored endlessly:

“Inguilab Zindabad—'Victory to the Revolution.' )

“Many students left their schools in the morning and joined processions
carrying red banners and demanding that Britain ‘get out’ of India....

“One man in the crowd raised the ery ‘Inquilab Zindabad’ and thousands
of throats took it up. Finally the word ran back through the mob that I was

an American correspondent. Then cheers drowned all other sounds.

cried out in English:

Men

“‘Tell America the truth. We want the truth only’
“Congress and communist flags flew over the crowds.”

(Darrell Berrigan, UP correspondent,
PM, August 11.)

porations of this country — weh (NE).
known to every worker. These ‘are 167th Street and Jerome Avenue
“the people” whose interests the (gm)
Democratic and Republican con- 170th Street and Jerome Avenue
gressmen are looking after. (SE).

The plans for mowing down the Mount Eden and Jerome Avenues
meager incomes of the working (NE). -
people — AFTER ELECTION —are Burnside and Jerome Avenues (SE
now well under way. The chair- and SW),

man of the Senate Finance Com- .
mittee has no objection to an “in-
dividual excess profits fax” based
on the amount that a person’s in-

Fordham Road and Jerome Ave-
nue (NE and NW).
" Moshulu Parkwny
Avenue (NE and NW).

and Jerome

Stand b y Indian People -

" (Continued from page 1)
miles across the seas in London. They are robbed and plundered
of their produce without mercy.

But once having obtained their freedom, having won back
their land, having gained control of their wealth and | industry,
the people would fight with an unconquerable fury to pre-
serve, their precious gains. He to whom liberty has always
been denied will fight a thousand times harder to keep it,
once he has tasted it! An independent workers’ and peas-
ants’ India would stand like a steel wall against Japan be-
cause it would be conducting a just war, a war in defense of
a people’s revolution!

END VIOLENCE AGAINST INDIAN PEOPLE!

Today’s events may well represent the beginnings of a great
movement of liberation by the colonial peoples. [f the struggle
grows in scope and extent, it will rapidly affect all the down-
trodden and colonial sections of the world (Africa, South America,
Korea, the East Indies, Chinag, etc.). It will have deep repercus-
sions among the workers of England, the Nazi-occupied terri-
tories of Europe, etc. America (which has thousands of its sol-
diers in India) cannot but be involved in this struggle. |t is neces-
sary for the workers of our country to make clear in every possible
way on whose side they stand.

The Workers Party stands 100 per cent with the people
of India. '

We demand the immediate release of Gandhi, Nehru,
Azad and all nationalists arrested by the British!

We demand the immediate ending of British violence and
terror directed against an unarmed people! '

We demand that the foreign imperialists take their hands
off India and grant that nation its immediate, unconditional
independence so that it may live and fight as a free nation.

Long live the people of India, whose struggle against
imperialism and oppression is lighting the way for all peoples!
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THE WORLD AT WAR

Many Political and Military
Problems Are Involved
In Creation of Second Front

By WILLIAM BRAD

The controversy that is now rag-
ing over the second front is the key
to Allied strategy. This strategy is
based on the military reconguest of
lpst areas. The objective is the im-.
position of Allied rule over Europe
in place of the Axis dictatorship.
There is no question of freeing the
peoples of Europe or of permitting
them to decide their own destinies.
The object of the second front is an
all-European military dictatorship of
Allied arms.

Howerver, it is apparent that Brit-
ain and the United States are not
prepared to launch an attack on Eu-
rope at this time, even though this
remains the central point of their
military policy.

Allies Unprepared

While Hitler used last winter to
prepare his summer offensive, the
Allies apparently made no prepara-
tion for any large-scale offensives
Allied. planning appar-
ently consisted of ipcreased produc-
tion and shipping of war materials.
In any case, the lull in actual large-
scale European warfare was hardly
a period of preparation for a second
European front.

This problem had presented xtself
previously. Hitler's conguest of
France immediately raised the prob-
lem of the reconquest of Europe.
But it was the Russian retreat of last
summer which raised it to an imme-
diate problem. The Russians were
not misled by their own propaganda
on the winter “victories” and de-
manded a second front as early as
last December.

Clamor Grows

Since then the clamor for the sec-
ond front has fluctuated with the
fortunes of the Russian ‘war. When
the German advance became a
threatening menace to the heart of
Russia's factories, oil fields and gra-
naries, the Stalinists everywhere
grew hysterical in their cries.

In Britain a bloc ranging from the
far right of Beaverbrook through
Shinwill and Bevin of the Labor
Party to the Stalinists has conduected
mass meetings and demonstrations.
In the U.S. the liberals have joined
the ery.

None of these groups actually
represents great masses of the
population. There is no evidence
as yet that, for instance, the mil-
lion scldiers in the wvarious armies

or that the tens of millions of -

workers in the factories are for the
second front. The Stalinists with
their liberal and reactionary co-
horts, each for his own reasons and
purposes, have exerted every pres-
sure on the people of the U% and
Britain without any apparent mass
response.

The response of the British and
American governments has been to
promise a second front but they have
never committed themselves to spe-
cific proposals. The Molotov wisit
last spring was a complete failure in
this respect.

Difficulties in Way

One of the chief reasons given for
the failure of the Allies to open the
second front is the lack of sufficient
material preparation —not enough
planes, not enough trained pilots and
mechanized troops, insufficient cargo
planes and transports. There can be
no denying these facts.

Another reason given is the ship-
ping problem. The excuse given is
that it will takhe some 5,000,000 tons
of shipping to fransport troops to
the continent. Sinkings have been
cceurring at a niore rapid rate than
replacements. An enormous amount
of shipping tonnage is needed to
carry American troops to Britain
and there is already a crisis and
a shortage. Further projects involving
wide dependence on ships must,
therefore, wait. This too is true.

A ¢hird factor is the inefficiency
of the Allied general staffs. There
is no outstanding Allied general who
has the confidence of 'his armies or
who has the experience of organiz-
ing a victorious campaign.

It is also suggested that next year
the Allies will be stronger and more
powerful. But this is an obvious sub-
terfuge since it does not answer the

:immediate question. Also it assumes

that Hitler will be sitting guietly
and unprepared or that he will be
weaker on the continent.
Allies Lack Program

Many of the factors cited as rea-
sons for not opening the second front
this summer are true, especially. the
lack of long-range planning by the
Allied staffs. But taken all together
they represent only a half-truth.
None of these reasons explains the
lack of planning. Why wasn't the
second front planned for and fore-
seen nine months, six months ago?
Why is it that to this day the Allies
claim that niore planning is needed?
Why is there ne sharp and clear
statement on the second front pol-
icy? Why the great confusion?

There ‘has been no second front
primarily because the Allies lack
a political program for the war.
The sole objective is still to de-
feat Hitler and then to restore the
pre-war national boundaries; pri-
vate property and capitalism, by
and large. The system of imperial-
ism, economic crises, class rule and

[}

racial discrimination is to be re-
stored with only minor modifica-

tions, '

From this program there does not
flow an aggressive strategy or one
that gives the general staffs guidance
as to the conduct of the war,
this program itself flows from the
indecision of the British and Amer-
ican capitalists as to their aims and
objectives.

In the United States complete uni-
ty has not yel been achieved within
the capitalist class itself. There are
still a large number of American
capitalists whose interests demand
that the main emphasis should be
on the Pacific war against Japan.
They are by no means satisfied with
the direction of the war primarily
against Hitler. From them come the
remnants of isolationist sentiment in
the press and in Congress.

In Britain, an- important group
of capitalists fears American pene-
tration. They see the U.S. giant
everywhere taking over the for-
merly substantial reins of their
empire. Many sections of the Brit-
ish ruling class are opposed to
Churchill because they consider
that he is making too great con-
cessions to the U.S. This division
would be sharper if it had leader-
ship. But one of the expressions
of crisis in Britain is the great
lack of leadership.

These political considerations are
important in the reasons for - the
failure to launch the second front.
With such divisions in the ranks of
the rulers and with such emptiness
of program, there are obvious ob-
stacles to arriving at speedy and
firm decisions.

Conflict of Policy

Between the U.S. and Britain there
is a conflict of poliey on the second
front. Churchill and Roosevelt are
both wvery fearful of another Dun-

. kerque and both will wait until ev-

ery possible precaution is taken.
Roosevelt, in addition, has not yet
decided to take full responsibility
for the Allied conduct of the war
although the U.S. is obviously the
senior partner of the alliance with
Britain. But neither does Churchill
wish to accept full responsibility for
a possible defeat in Europe, since
that would end his regime.
Churchill also has an important

objection to wusing the 3,000,000
* trained men of the British army in.
the British Isles as the spearhead
‘of an invasion. e spearhead of
such an attack will undoubtedly
be decimated and desiroyed as a
“necessary sacrifice” for gaining a
toe-hold on Europe. But this army
is the only real military strength
of ‘the British Empire. If this
army is destroyed, so is the core
of thé empire’s military might.
The dependence of Britain on the
U.S. will be complete.

These political considerations are
behind the difficulties invelved in
the creation of an Allied high com-
mand to, unite the armed forces of
Britain and the ‘U.S. along one stra-
tegical path.

It is very unlikely, therefore, that
a second front will be launched soon.
But the enpormous Nazi pressure on

Russia and the Middle East and the .

possible Japanese attack on Siberia
may force the subordination of
these problems for the moment and
create that. imperialist unity neces-
sary for the launching of a second
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Auto Workers Convention Issue:
The special LABOR ACTION issue
covering the Auto Workers Conven-
tion in Chicago ' was a great success,

judging by the enthusiastic letters.

received by us. Forty thousand cop-
ies of that issue were printed and
distributed throughout the country
to plants organized by the UAW.
Introductory Offer Cards:
subscription cards deseribing LABOR
ACTION's special 25-Cent Introduc-
tory Offer to all new readers are
now being printed. They will be
mailed to all literature agents just
as soon as they come off the press.
New Subscriptions: The following
subs have been received at our office
within the past two weeks. Los An-
geles, which purchased a large batch
of rate-cards is doing a bang-up sub=
scription job. ' '

Los Angeles ' .. 16
New York City ... 6
Akron PP T - 4
New Hampshire ... 1
Columbus .. . 1
Buffalo oo 1
Chicago . .. ... 1
Total. e 80
Notice: LABOR ACTION's rate-

card offer has expired. .We cannot
accept any more orders for rate-'
cards. ;

Special

o




LABOR ACTION

Rank and File Delegates Seek to Halt UAW Plunge into Retreat
But Union Officialdom Triumphs over Leaderless Opposition

By Dayid Coolidge-

The seventh annual convention of
the United Automobile Workers of
America closed last Sunday. On the
whole the convention was a victory
for the bosses, Roosevelt and the
war-comes-first top bureaucrats of
the international: Thomas, Addes,
Frankensteen and Walter Reuther.

The chief" role of this gquartet
was to attempt keeping the brakes
on so itght that nething could be
done te halt the plunge of the
UAW into complete capitulation to
Roosevelt and the bosses. They
were there, all four of them, sweat-
ing, eajoling, pleading and maneu-
wvering against any action that
might be taken to rescind their
beloved “equality of sacrifice” slo-

gan, their “no-strike” promises and
their double-time pay surrender.
This wasn't all that the Thomas-
Addes-Reuther-Frankensteen quartet
had in mind for the convention.
There were such matters as creating
two new posts in the international:
two vice-presidencies to be filled by
Walter Reuther and Frankensteen.
Also the litfle matter of biennial
conventions which they tried last
year at Buffalo. Next these, bureau-
crats were present to push up the
dues in the international from $1.00
a month to $1.50. And lastly they
came to Chicago with a well-oiled

and Addes nearly 100 per cent

Rival Duets form Harmony Quartet

These leaders, some of whom were
not friendly to each ‘other at the
Buffalo convention.a year ago, have
rniow kissed and made up. At Buffalo,
Reuther organized a bloc, compris-
ing the most reactionary delegates,
to support Leonard against Addes
for secretary-treasurer. At this same
convention Frankensteen, fresh from
the  North American sell-out, ma-
neuvered between the Reuther and
the Stalinist cliques to become vice-
president. Addes, very . cautiously,
blew hot and cold, pro-Stalinist or
anti - Stalinist, = depending on the
. needs of the moment, to assure his
re-election. Thomas announced his
support of the war but came out
against .an AEF and voted for Ad-
des.

After the convention the maneu-
vering continued. President Thomas
and Frankensteen nestled together
and Addes and his erstwhile enemy
Reuther cuddled over to each other.

By the time of the Chicago con-
vention, however, -all was sweetness
and light and what might have be-
come two discordant duets was
turned into a quartet of harmony
and cooperation. At Chicago, Walter
Reuther seconded the nomination of
Addes: for secretary - treasurer and

Addes yrged the delegates “assem-
bled here to cast a unanimous ballot
for the nominee, Brother Walter Reu-
ther.” Thomas, in a few well chosen
words, urged the convention to “sup-
port my good friend, Dick Franken-
steen.” Previously Frankensteen had
seconded the nomination of Thomas
for president. !
This accord, of course, was im-
perative if the leadership was to
have any chance at all te coniral
the convention and keep the UAW
tied to Roosevelt, the bosses and
the war. They knew that the mem-
bership was fighting mad. That
grim joke about “equality of sac-
rifice” which the Thomas-Addes-
Repther-Frsnkenst_een quartet had
put over at the April econference

" had served only to throw the UAW

for a loss. The “no-strike” capitu-
lation of Murray-Thomas had made
the UAW locals the prey of every
plant manager and every little
foreman. The double pay surren-
der of Murray - Thomas had not
only resulted in the loss of in-
come for UAW workers but also
had worked to the advantage of
the AFL, notably the IAM in the
Cu:ti_ss-Wright elections in Buffalo.

Officers Face a Hostile Convention

These bureaucrats knew they
would face a hostile convention that
would be difficult to control and
keep tied to Roosevelt and the auto-
mobile-aircraft. bosses.  They wanted.

to consolidate their dominationsiof -

the international. They wanted to
be sure that they would be in posi-
tion to deliver the international to
Roosevelt and the bosses whenever
Roosevelf called Thomas and Murray
in for a conference.

Therefore it was necessary to do
away with annual conventions.' This
is an ancient trick of all bureaucrats
who want to hold on to their jobs,
salaries and to continue to wield in-
fluence and exercise power. Annual
conventions give the rank and file
the opportunity each year to review
the stewardship of the leaders and
to guestion them as to their“delin-
quencies and failures. If you can
postpone this for two years it may
be possible later to postpone it for
thirty years, as in the case of the
common laborers' union.

Also it was necessary to have
unity in the leadership and the inter-
national board if new posts with fat
salaries. were to be created and if
the two leading ‘officers were to get
their increase-in pay. Thé stheme
was to increase Thomas from $5,500
to '$10,000, Addes from $5,000 to $9,500,
IEB members from $3,500 to $6,000
and to ereate two new posts of vice-
president, for Frankensteen and Reu-
ther, at $8,000 per year each.

The opposition was so strong that, |
faced with a minority report calling
for lower pay, the committee with-
drew and clipped $1,000 from each
amount. This was approved by the
delegates.

All of what we have been discuss-
ing ‘could only be effected by con-
stitutional amendment: raising the
salaries, creating the two vice-presi-
dents, biennial conventions and rais-
ing the dues from $1.00 to $1.50 a
month. 'These matters, therefore,
would be handled by the constitu-
tion committee.

What the Stalinists Did at Chicago

It is interesting that Lindahl, a
Stalinist, was chairman of this im-
portant and powerful committee. It
is difficult to believe that this was
not done deliberately. ,And it wasn't
done io neutralize the Stalinists. If
this were necessary, which it wasn't,
there were other ways of doing this.
(In fact, the introduction and pass-
age of the second front resolution
ﬁi_e first day of the convention took
care of the Stalinists for the rest of

the week. They only made cne fee:
ble effort after that, which we @}:111
mention later) The fine hand of
Brother Walter Reuther sticks out in
this.

Since the Stalinists® were already
in line on all the serious pro-war
politial resolutions that were
come before the convention—in what
better way could they be used than
in the necessary maneuvers to push
through the organizational and con-

stitutional changes the bureaucrats
had in mind. That is, they let the
Stalinists take the rap and make the
proposals for all’ changes that the
membership was known to be vio-
lently opposed to. This would save

the inner circle from embarrassment.

and let the blow fall on the Stalin-
ists. As we remember it, the chair-
man of jthe constitution committee
last year was Victor Reuther, but
this year it was Lindahl, the Sta-
linist.

While we are on the subject of
the Stalinists we may as well com-
plete the report. We said above
that they were appeased, if this
was necessary, when the second
front resolution was passed. They .
came back once again, however, in
the attempt to split Region 4 and
establish.a new region. Nordstrom
is director of Region 4, which in-
cludes Wisconsin and Chicago. The
higgest war industries are in the
Chicago sub-region. The Stalin-
ists planned to leave Nordstrom
with Wisconsin and the agricul-
tural areas westward and. establish
a nmew region with Chicago as the

center. This would have given

them control of an important re-

gion. The move was defeated and

Region 4 remains intaet.

The only other remarks necessary
on the Stalinists is to say that they
were the most blatant patriots in the
convention. They have all reformed
and corrected their past “errors:”
There were Bridges, Michener and
Board Member Montgomery. In a
long speech Bridges told the conven-
tion how hard he is working to tie
his, international to the bosses and
their war, despite the fact that these
same hosses haye moved heaven and
garth to frame him and railroad him
out of the country. Montgomery,
once a very militant West Coast air-
craft worker, closed a short speech
with the following: “We are coming
again, nqt only with our tanks and
our guns, but with our men, the sons
of our men who fought at Chateau
Thierry, Belleau Wood' and won the
last war, We are coming again. Don't
make any mistake about that. That
is our pledge and it is people like
Brother Bridges who are going to
make that possible.” ;

What Was Mayor Kelly Doing There?

The convention was greeted by
Edward Kelly, the same Kelly who
was mayor of Chieago during the
Little Steel massacre and whose cops
formed the murder sguads. In the
course of his. harangue, Kelly said:
“As I sat here I wondered why we
co_ulc_l not have more audiences such
as this.... I only wish that every
eity in the couniry could have this
same kind of convention." The ob-
vious reply to Buicher Kelly, of
course, is that if he had his way
there would be no militant workers

'

anywhere to hold a convention.- Far
the clear reason that Kelly and his

cops would by this time have mur--

dered all the workers who dared
fight for a decent standard of living.

Of course the 'chairman, Nord-
strom, IEB member, did not make
this reply. Nordstrom told this man
Kelly that “I think you ean count on
the UAW-CIO as being a friend of
yours.” Of course this is a lie, but
Nordstrom said it. In fact there was
some protest heard around against
Kelly speaking.

Central Debate on “Premium Pay”

Perhaps the most important iterns
to come before the -convention were
the resolutions on overtime pay and
on the WLB, presented by the War
Policy  Committee. This resolution
was presented to the convention on
the second day but in the face of
very strong opposition the resolution
was withdrawn. On the third day
the War Policy Committee came in
with a revised resolution on over-
time pay and a resolution dealing

with the Natibfial War Labor Bodtd:

“The longest and most SOHmMONI=
ous deba&e of the convenﬁon re-
volved around these two resolu-
tions. There was such violent op-
position to the original draft of the
resolution on overtime pay that it
was withdrawn in the face of de-
feat and presented the next day in
revised form. The wording of these
two resolutions made it clear that
what motivated them was the
sting and the rebuke that the
UAW leadership felt at the loss of
various elections to the AFL. This
was especially true in the ease of
the election at the Buffalo- Curtiss-
Wright plant.

The resolution on premium pay
was centered .on the fact that while
both the AFL and the CIO had con-
curred in the giving up of premium
pay, only the CIO had attempted to
carry out this promise made to Roo-
sevelt. Not only were the UAW bu-
reaucrats sore at the AFL, particu-
larly the International Association
of Machinists, but they were also
fighting mad at the employers who
persisted in the practice of giving
the workers double time for Sundays
and time and a half for Saturdays.

8 -
They whine and whimper as follows:
“In the case of the Curtiss-Wright
plant at Buffalo, by reason of the
adherence by the UAW-CIO to its
determination to sacrifice and the
refusal by the IAM to make such
sacrifice ‘and its repudiation of the
President of the United States and
of the announced policy of the AFL,
the workers within the plant were
prevailed upon to select the Inter-
national Association of Machinists
“as their barganﬁn"g age'nt”
are some mdependent unions and
company unions which have refused
to follow the UAW and the Prem-
dent. These company unions, says
the resolution, are holding out for
the premium pay.

But worst of all: ‘Many em-
ployers appreached hy the UAW-
CIO local unions for the purpose
of revising their contracts to con-
form to the policy enunciated by
the President of the United States
have flatly refused to do so and
have insisted upon payment of pre-
mium time.”

These practices, says the resolu-
tion, have resulted in “dangerous de-
moralization” in the local unions of
the UAW. They have “virtually par-
alyzed the UAW-CIO in its effort to
bring organization to the unorgan-
ized workers of the industry”” The
resolution complains that the UAW
is “penalized” for its compliance
with the President's request. Not
only this, but those who have repu-
diated the policy and defied the
President are “being rewarded for
their rep.y,d_iation and defiance.”

Kittenish Resolve' Won’t Scare Bosses

Then the resolution resolves that
the “ne premium pay” policy should
be of  ‘universal applieation” and
furthermore, “unless the policy of

relinquishing premium pay for Sat-
urdays, Sundays and holidays is uni--
versally applied throughout indus-
try within the next thirty days, the

UAW-CIO shall deem itself released
from its commitment and shall de-
mand and insist upon the abandon-
ment of this poliey and the reversion
to the payment of premium pay as
previously practiced.” This was the
first draft of this section.

There was so mueh objection to
the effect that the whole resolu-
tion was too weak that it was re-
vised. I{ was changed to read that
unless there is industry-wide ap-
plication in thirty days, “local
unions” will be “legally and moral-
"ly justified in refusing to recognize
as valid any contractual provisiens
by which such premium pay was
relinquished in pursuance of the
action of the War Emergency Con-
ference.”

Addes is to notify all employers of
this action by the convention. Mur-
ray is asked to call the CIO board
to congider the matter. Not only
this, but the international officers are
to initiate a campaign for the put-
ting over of Roosevelt's seven- point
program.

This of course is all just so much
twaddle and nonsense. It was pre-
sented to the delegates who were
prepared to kick the whole thing in
the teeth along with two-year con-
ventions, increases in dues and vice-
presidents and increases in salaries.

The bureaucrats knew this, squirm--

ed in their pants and threw in a few
militant but harmless. ‘“resolves.”

Not a single manufacturer will
be scared by this kittenish 30-day
threat of the UAW leaders. The
WLB and Nelson will not move
ah ineh. Roosevelt will flick the
ashes from his cigarette and soothe -
the troubled spirits of Murray and
poor Thomas. Rounds one, iwo and
three were his and the future
rounds will be his. That is—if
the UAW rank and file leave the
organizing of the fight te Murray
and Thomas. The rank and file
lost at the April conference and
they lest at the Chicago conven-
tion.

Pass Whimpering
Resolution on WLB

As a further sop to the clamor of
the convention delegates the bu-
reaucrats ‘brought in a  resolution
condemning the War Labor Board

.. “for its continued failure and- re-
fusal to set up such regional boards

and such machinery ‘as may be- nec-
essary to effect the speedy adjust-
ment of disputes Wlthout loss to the
workers involv

This resolution whimpers around

-also, beecause after “the CIO and its

affiliate organizations have volun-
tirily given up their right to strike
for the duration of the war to insure
speedy and complete defeat of the
Axis aggressors...in, an - ever-in-
creasing number of cases there ex-
ists a refusal on the part of employ-
ers to treat in good faith with the
workers...and it is <being made
very clear that this attitude on the
employers' part is prompted by their
knowledge that labor has committed
itself to refrain from resorting to
strikes.” !

All of the positive representations
made by these bureaucrats of course
are all too true. The employers and
the WLB are doing just as they say.
But didn't these flunkies of Roose-
velt, Nelson and the bosses know
this when they “patriotically” sold
labor down the river in giving up
the strike and the premium pay for
the duration of the war? At the
April conference Manning made the
remark that the UAW would be in
a queer position if six months later
the bosses were forced back to the
premium pay by a labor shortage.

Oppos;tion Delegazes Leaderless

The tragedy and the pity of the
whole situation is net the stupidity,
the whimpering of the UAW leader-
ship or their rank betrayals— hut
the leaderless strivings of the UAW
membership. They were against ev-
erything that happened at this con-
vention, just ‘as they were in April.
They really wanted to repudiate the
whole line of capitulations of the
leaders. They wanted to withdraw
the no-strike agreement which was
made for them behind their backs
and without their consent by Mur-
ray and Thomas. They wanted ‘to
take back the premium pay they had
been cajoled and tricked into giving
up by the same bureaucrats who
sneaked into the Chicago conven-
tion with a demand for “premium
pay” for themselves, .

But the mass opposition which
really existed was leaderless, It was
not organized and it had no pragram
adequate to deal w1th| the real sit-
uation. ¥

The real -situaﬁ'nn was that the
leadership very cunningly has been
exploiting the anti-fascist patriot-
ism of the UAW membership in
order fo chain them to. the Roose-

Eight Months Since Pearl qubor
Prove Anarchy of Boss System

By E. VAUGHAN

Eight months have elapsed since
Pearl Harbor, during which the
American ruling class has tried to
organize its production for the war.
These same eight months are proof
of the fundamental greed and an-
archy of the capitalist profit system.
Individually and collectively—even
where their own boss inferests are
at stake—the capitalists have been
unable to plan effectively for the
prosecution of their war.

Shipbuilding is one of the prin-
cipal problems of production. The
dearth of shipping capacity is well
enough known. However, Philip

Murray, ~president of the Steel

Waorkers Union, reports that “much

harm is being done the shipbuild-

ing program by the failure of sev-:
eral giant orporations to go all-
out in conversien of strip mills to
steel plate mills and to allow the
" full use of the existing facilities
of small sigel firms.”

The Maritime Commission by a
stroke of genius has ordered the ces-
sation of all mew shipbuilding be-
cause of a.lack of steel. Yet Chrys-
ler and Pontiac have had stocks of
steel on. hand and have, until re-
cently, turned out trucks at a pretty
profit.

Force Shutdowns

Already shortages of steel and
other -vital .materials have forced
plants to shut down. Nevertheless,
in letting out contracts for %70,000,-
000 pairs.of pants, the Army brass-
hats allotted 10,000,000 to New York
and the bulk down South. New
York is the garment center of the
nation. Its failure to receive the
bulk of these contracts left thou-
sands jobless. The South lacked both
machinery and the skilled labor to
produce as many pants as the Army
has ordered. Consequently the
Southern manufacturers were al-
lowed to purchase new machinery
while New York machinery lay idle.

The explanation here is simple.
New York is organized, the South
is not. The Army sent its contract
where labor was cheapest.

According to the War Production
Board, in a suspension order pro-
hibiting General Motors Corp. from
producing any but functional re-
placement parts for autgmebiles for
a period of three months, the com-

Union Asks You
Not to Buy Borden
Ice Cream Products

We havé received a mews release
from the Ice Cream Drivers and
Employees Union, Local No. 757
(AFL), asking us to publicize the
fagt that the Borden Co., which man-
ufactures ice cream products under
the names of Horton, Reid, Borden,

Riceiardi, Fussel and Polar, is a non-.

union company producing its prod-
ucts under non-union conditions.

Local 757 calls upon all workers
not to- purchase the ice cream prod-
ucts of this company. This will help
Local 757 in its efforts to improve
.working. conditions and wages for
icé cream workers in the New York
City area.
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Liked the UAW Issue
‘Dear Editor:
Congratulations all over town on

your UAW-CIO issue. If you could
in our plant

only see the effeet _
alone, you would really be proud.

The stewards and chief stewards who -
read LABOR. ACTION are ready to
go right out to the stockholders’
mansions after raises and grievances.

Again, sincere and enthusiastic
congratulations and .please let's have
more like this issue.

H.

P.S.—The editorial, “A Case in
Point,” was a little .diffieult and in-
volved., Gertrude Shaw was about
a hundred per cent betfer this time
than ‘last: She should stick to spe-
cific issues, as she did this week.

Commends Editorial
On Poll Tax Bill

Dear Editor:

We have read with hearty ap-
proval the editorial in the July 27
LABOR ACTION entitled “An End
to Poll-Tax.”

You will be glad to know that the
vigorous and general campaign
backed by the unions to abolish the
poll-tax for which you call has been
under way for some time. More
than 200 signatures have been se-

E e e

cured out of the necessary 218 on the
dlscharge petition to bring the Geyer
Anti-Poll-Tax Bill to the floor of the
House for a vote. Organized labor
is playing a magnificient part in this
fight. which has been,captained by
the National Committee to Abolish
the Poll-Tax. )
Enclosed is a list of the congress-
-men from New York who have not
signed the petition. We hope you
will urge your readers to write to
these congressmen requesting that
they sign the discharge petition. s
We also issue the Poll Tax Re-
pealer onee a month and will be
happy to send you a copy, if you
wish.
Thank you for your cooperation.
Sylvia Beitscher,
Executive Secretary.
National Committee fo
Abolish Poll-Tax.

LABOR ACTION. urges its readers
to follow the committee’'s request.
The congressmen listed are;

Walter Andrews, R; Wm. B, Bar-'

ry, D.; Charles A. Buckley, D; E.
Harold Cluetf, R:; W. Sterling Cole,

R.; Frank Crowther, R.; Francis Cul-
kin, R.; Thomas H. Culleh, D.; John
J. Delaney, D.; Fred J. Douglas, R.;
Ralph A.Gamble, R.; Joseph A. Gav-
agan, D.; Leonard W. Hall, R.; Clar-
enceé E. Hancock, R.; Martin J, Ken-
nedy, D.; Eugene.J. Krogh,.D Clar-
ence E. Kilburn, R.; Joseph J. O'Bri-
en, R.; Daniel Reed, R.; Lewis Rocke-
feller, R.; John Taber, R.; J. W.
Wadsworth, R.

]

'AFL Curtiss Plans

Are CIO Opportunity

Dear Editor:

Immediately after losing the NLRB
election' in Buffalo’'s Curtiss plants,
the UAW-CIO protested the certifi-
cation of the JAM-AFL as bargain-
ing agent. Sent to the NLRB and
President Roeosevelt, the protest ac-
cused the AFL of “deliberately
spreading confusion and disruption
with subversive propaganda . against
the Administration’s war pollcy on
overtime pay for Egaturday, Sunday
and hoeliday ‘work.”: In addition, the

.. organjzation.

CIO leaders asked the membership
to send letters of similar content to

 President Roosevelt.

What an appeal to make to work-
ers! No wonder the UAW lost the
election! That kind of policy hinders
The AFL, seeing its
opportunity, emphasized this in its
propaganda. Many workers, not
wanting to make this sacrifice, voted
AFL.

The UAW can still succeed in or-
ganizing aircraft by waging a genu-
ine organization campaign based on
the needs of the workers, not on sac-
rificing those needs. The workers
want and need overtime pay. They
can’'t be organized by pledging to
sacrifiee that. Workers join a union
to better their eonditions, not to sac-
rifice them.

The UAW leaders say: “H in thir-
ty days all unions don’t give up over-
time pay, we'll stop doing it.” What
they should be saying is: “We ré-
voke our pledge and we will defend
any union that fights to maintain
campaign has been- led ‘entirely as
overtime and hpliday pay.”

Since the Curtiss election, the TAW

s e
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Foor..

described above. ‘All this is hurting
the UAW drive and is damaging
unionism in general. The UAW
ought to be out at the factory gates
with leaflets criticizing the AFL on
union grounds.

The AFL has given the UAW a
golden opportunity. One week af-
ter the election, in spite of its
promise to the werkers for an in-
dustrial union, the AFL announced
a plan to create sixteen to twenty
loeals, éach with its ewn treasury
and set of seven officers. Feor
three weeks afier the election, not
one membership meeting has been
called. Finally, in the fourth week,
six meetings were announced for
six separate lecals at which offi-
cers are to be elected.

At'the same time, the AFL shop
leaders have learned how the AFL
bureauerats operate, and how little
the rank and file would be allowed
to do in the union,

»  If the UAW hits away at this in a
comstructive, true-union manner, it
can make up for its defeat.

; J.C.
Buffalo, August 10. ;

velt government in its pmsecutml
of the Second World Imperlalist
War, :
This is the main job today of the
“socialist” Reuthers, the “commu-
nist” Addes, the shyster Franken-
steen, the “democrat” Thomas 'and
the pious but bureaueratic slmpleton
Murray.

This will go on until theye is
such- a wave of resentment, such
determination to go through with
a program for the protection of
the rights of labor that the bureau-
crats will fear o oppose it. The
membership of the UAW has not
done so well by itself this year.
Perhaps between mnow and the
next convention they will :learn .
what a boss is, the meaning of
capitalism and its imperialist wars
and how to devise a program for
labor that will not only defeat
Hitler fascism but also upraof
their own misery at home. ' :

°
(Another article on the UAW cons’

vention will” appear in the next is-
sue of LABOR ACTION.—Editor.) |

pany's Ternstedt manufacturing di- -
vision used 10,259 pounds of chrome,
steel in the manufacture of deco-
rative mouldings for automobiles. |
Detroit, the home of Ford Mators,
still hasn't reached its 1937 level of
production when the city was 'pr(_)
ducing cars, not weapons of _w'ax;.'
King Henry, with his eye toward =
post-war produetion, refuses to eon-’
vert his industrial machmery com-
pletely.
Profits Come First

Production of replacement ma-
chine parts continues to yield a sub-
stantial profit to the machine manuy-
facturers. Gen. Brehon H. Somer-
vell, Army chief of supply, was
forced to admit that not one man,
not one machine, not one factoyy in  :
the state of Michigan, is prod_ucing
at capacity.

There is also a lack of inter- fae-
tory planning, Each faetory, out to
make all the prefif it can -and may
the devil take the hindmost, pro-
duces with as litfle consideration as
possible for the needs of imperiali‘ét. .
war production in general. Thus
some plants keep getting ahedd of *
the others in the produection of their’
particular cog in the war machine
and consequently must shut down
while the others are in a process of °
catching up. The workers who have -
lost their jobs must then waste work
hours looking for anather job (not
to speak-of their going without pay
while they're looking). 2

There's a flagrant overlapping of
authority which muddles up the
whole production system. Donald
Nelson, chairman of the WPB, talks
voluminously and with overt “sine
cerity about the use of small plants -
in the war effort. However, the
Army and Navy brass-hats persist
in preferring large industrial plants =
when letting contracts. Meanwhile
machinery remains idle. Men who
could be at work on them remain |
unemployed. In Detroit alone idle @
machine shops add up to hundreds. §
System Indicted

Such instances of industrial ineffi~
ciency and bull-headedness can be -
multiplied endlessly. They all go fo
prove the inability of the American
ruling class to organize production, °
to plan, to develop an efficient blue-
print and to carry it through even
in its OWN general interest, the win-
ning of an imperialist war for the
American capitalist class, Before
Bethlehem Steel and its similars
will think about American eapital-
ism in general or even its own long
term welfare, it must immediately
make its profit. All that it can offer
the American worker is the destruc- :
tion of his standard of living, longer
hours at less real pay and the bene- :
fits of the battlefield. :

The industrial machine io&a.y
can be run efficiently only by
those who have no ulterior mo-
tive, whese efferts are not bounded
by lust for profit. Only American
labor is now capable of organizing
the indusfrial machine as it can
and should be organized. But when
it does so, when it conirels indus- -
try, it will not be for the purpose
of imperialist war. It will be for
the purpese of planning plenty for
all under a socialist, a. workers’
government.
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When Crime Pays

“There is a law on the statute books to
_the effect that workers have the right to
rganize and bargain collectively. A vio-
“lator of this law should be punished. But
when he is the president of a big corpora-
“tion, he may be rewarded instead.
_This is the case with James S. Knowlson
~and the Stewart Warner Corp., of which he
‘is president.
. The United Electrical, Radio and Ma-
.chine Workers Union, CIO, is engaged
in a' campaign to organize the 10,000
~workers of this corporation. The union
reports that the company engages in
various kinds of union-fighting practices.
It discharges employees for union acitiv-
ities or at least discriminates against
them. It threatens to get workers draft-
ed if they maoke demands for wage in-
creases. It even refuses to form a labor-
management speed-up committee. That
~is how the anti-union Mr. Knowlson and
- his company are—and all this is in vio-
lation of the federal statute.
- But neither Mr. Knowlson nor any offi-
cer, director or stockholder of the Stewart
‘Warner Corp. is in jail. Quite the con-
trary. By way of “punishment” to fit its
crime, this labor-hating concern gets war
contracts adding up to $75,000,000 worth.
And Mr. Knowlson retains his place
as vice-chairman of the WPB. This fur-
ther demonstrates how “‘justice’” oper-
. ates in favor of the business mogul. For
Mr. Knowlson is one of the dollar-a-year
- ‘boys cited by the Truman committee for
- misbehavior. But instead of being de-
_moted on his ear, Donald M, Nelson has
. ‘appointed him as director of program
_planning — whatever that is — and has
-also put him on the Anglo-American
Production and Resources Board. No
“wander Mr. Knowlson is so arrogant and
" refuses to do anything about the anti-
union activities of his company.
' The UERMW has filed charges with: the
NLRB. But is that enough?

This case proves that union - busting
must be handled from the other end.
Also—LABOR MUST DEMAND THAT
. THERE BE NO ‘GOYERN E:I:T CON-
.'TRACT WITHOUT A IJ N CON-
:TRACT

" 'No _Surrehder!’

Last. week Queen Wilhelmina was the
guest of the White House and, being roy-
alty, she was treated royally. She was pa-
~ raded around Washington, gave press con-
ferences on her own, and one with the
_ President. - She was even presented with a

submarine.  And this ruler by divine right

-made a speech before the Congress elected
by the American people—who are sup-
_posed to have disposed of the principle of
-~ divine right more than 150 years ago.
She declared in her speech that she rep-
i resents not only the people of Holland, but
£ the 75,000,000 Indonesians of the former
}  Dutch East Indies. She was misrepresent-
. ing on both points.

Of the Dutch people, she can speak only
for the ruling class. Of the 75,000,000
Indonesians, she can speak for none. For
a slave-owner cannot speak’ for her slaves
—she can only speak for her right to ex-
ploit her’slaves.

It is this “right” that she enunciated in
the phrase “‘No Surrender!”’—so widely
publicized. She could have meant nothing
else than that the Dutch ruling class has
no intention of surrendering for good its
hold on the 75,000,000 Indonesians, whose
toil, whose soil, whose tin and rubber, it
had been exploiting for years before the
Japanese took over for the same purpose.

The Dutch civil officers in the East In-
dies are reputed to have been the best co-
lonial administrators in the world. Of this
there is plenty of evidence. The average
income in Java was $15 a year. With a
little arithmetic this sum reduces itself to
four cemts a day. Ninety per, cent of the
Indonesians are illiterate — because the
Queen’s able administrators followed the
deliberate policy of restraining education.
Educated slaves are not so exploitable.
These are only the most salient points of
the .efficiency of the queen’s administra-
tors’ control over her slaves in the East In-
dies.

No, the Queen has no desire to surren-
der to anyone—and least of all to the na-
tive people—the wealth of their islands
and the product of their labor.

“NO SURRENDER!"”

Answer, Please!

We see in the papers where Senator Taft of
Ohio is of the opinion that the lower income
brackets aren’t being taxed to capacity.

Well, maybe he’s got a point. There is a litile
left over for food!

And we also see where Senator Taft is of the
opinion that large incomes have been taxed to
the point where additional levies will net wvir-
tually nothing.

Oh, yeah! It all depends on how you tax them!

Slap a good, hard, 100 per cent war profits tax
on business and individuals and you'll see all the
money it nets. Assuming of course that business
produces for the war when there are no profits to
be made.

And if that doesn't bring in the cash, how
about A CAPITAL LEVY ON ACCUMULATED
WEALTH!

Got an answer to that, Senator Taft? »
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LABOR MUST DEFEND ITSELF!
1.

Hands. off the right to strike! For the
defense of civil rights and all workers’
.-rights! Against any wartime dictatorship
-, . measures!

2. Thirty hours a week; thirty dollars the
minimum wage; time and a half for over-
* time! Rehire the jobless millions by a
-siz-hour shift!

- Wage increases which meet rising costs!
No sales tax on consumer goods; no taxes
‘on wages! Freeze rents and food and
clothing prices at the 1940 level to stop.
the rise in the cost of living!

No government contract without a union
contract! The closed shop in all war in-
dustries!

‘Maintain and increase all gouemmenvt s0-
cial services!

- -4l

25,

- SOAK THE RICH—LET THEM
‘PAY FOR THEIR WAR!
. 6. A government levy on capital to cover the

cost of the imperialist war. Conﬁu‘aﬂe -all
war profits!

Comnpz all war:mdustries,under work-
; ers’ control!
8. Expropriate the “Sixty Families”—the 3

cént of the national wealth!

WORKERS PARTY PLATFORM

Agamst Both Imperialist War Camps! For the Victory of World
- Labor and the Colomal Peoples! For the Victory -
of the Third Camp of Socialism!

" SMASH JIM CROW!

~' per cent of the people who own 96 per -

"DEMOCRATIC RIGHTS
TO THE DRAFTEES!

9. The right of free speech, free press
and free assembly for the men in the
armed forces!

10. Sixty dollars a month minimum jfor
draftees!

11. Down with Jim Crow and anti-Semi-
‘tism! All discrimination against Ne-
groes in the Army and Navy or by em-
ployers in inddstry must be made a
eriminal offense!l '

For full political, social and economic
equality for Negroes!

PREPARED!

For Workers® Defense Guards, trained
and controlled by the unions, against
vigilante and fascist attacks!

12,

BE
13.

14. For an Independent Labor Party and
a Workers’ Government! No political

. support to the Roosevelt government!

15. For Peace Through Socialism! For im-
mediate independence of all colonies!
Only a ‘socialist world will destroy capi-
talist imperialism and fascist barbar-

ism. For a League of Socialist Nations!

Y

Next Issue Will Feature
Article on Leon Trotsky

In commemoration of the second anniversary of the death of Leon
Trotsky at the hand of a Stalinist assassin, LABOR ACTION next week will
feature an article by Max Shachtman on the murdered revolutionist. The
article will analyze the work and role of the great revolutionary teacher and
leader in the light of today’s problems.

Halt Retreat in Local 9

SAN PEDRO — At the membership
meeting of Local 9 this week the

.rank and file suddenly took things

in hand and called an abrupt and

unmistakable halt to the policy of
rétreat and sacrifice. In contrast to
all recent meetings when speaking
has been largely confined to long-
winded officials, super-patriotic Sta-
linist oratory and one or two pro-
gressive speakers, this time the rank
and file took charge of the mike from
the beginning. And what a belting
they gave the Navy-company pro-
posal for a staggered work week!

One after another speakers seldom
if ever heard from the mike before
got up to tell in no uncertain terms
just what they thought of the pro-
posal to make them work Sundays
without extra pay. “If the company
wants us ‘to work on Sunday let
them pay double time for it and let
only those work who want to.”

One speaker most eloquently re-
ferred to the miserable conditions of
the depression, pointing out that
then the government and the Navy

* took no dnterest in the conditions of

the workers, and asking why they
should take such an interest in the
conditions now—and why we should
now listen to their requests that we
make sacrifices. ok

As in ‘the case of all previous re-

treat proposals, the Stalinists and the
union - officials, of course, were in
favor of giving in. But in the face
of the militancy of the membership,
this time they acted very differently.
In previous meetings these two
groups of shirt-sacrificers competed
with one another for the dubious.
honor of being most in favor of giv-
ing wp Hard-won union conditions.
This time both groups showed a pru-
dent reluctance to come out with an
honest statement of their wish that
the union agree to the company pro-
posal. : )

As one speaker pointed out, all
these gentlemen dared to do, in the
face of the fighting spirit of the mem-
bership, was to try to postpone the
issue, hoping for a  less militant
meeting in the future. Possibly in a
future meeting they will be able to
slip over this rotten retreat, as they
have in the past. But they have only
begun to taste the membership mili-
tancy that they will have to face in
the future. However, the shipyard
workers will fight against these sur-
render policies and against the peo-
ple who put them over, more and
more as they come to understand
really and concretely just how the
burdens of the war are being put
on the backs of workers, while the
bosses reap the harvest.

On another point Local 9 this

week took a clear step forward
with the passage of a motion de-
manding full equality for Negro
and Mexican brothers to secure
skilled jobs in any department for
which they are qualified. It is
well known that discrimination is
widespread throughout the yards,

" and a committee was selected to

fight to stamp it out.

It is high time that Local 9 took
steps like these to make effective the
strong stand against discrimination
provided for in the constitution of
the national union. None of -the
officials spoke against this strong
stand of the membership, and prob-
ably few members know the fact
that the officers of Local 9 for a long
time carried out a back door under-
standing with the yards which pre-
vented the employment of Negroes
until just the last few months.

In the field of repair work the sur-
render policies are also meeting with
stiff opposition. At a stormy meet-
ing last week the repair workers
strengthened "their demand for se-
curing conditions from the repair
stabilization that will fully maintain
their present standards, or even bet-
ter them. To win these demands re-
pair workers must remain sharply on
their toes to see to it that their re-
pair committee carries out the in-
structions of the meeting.

Joins the Workers Party

AKRON—Max Caster, young social-
ist of this city apnd a member of the
Socialist Workers Party, has just an-
nounced his resignation from that
party and his adherence to the
Workers Party. He is the second in-
dividual to do this within the past
montH, further evidence ofi unrest
and paﬂucal disagreement within
the ranks of the Ca.nnon organiza-
tion.

In a letter -addressed .to the mem-
bers of the SWP, Comrade Caster
writes:

“In the one and a half years that
I've been with the SWP no attempt
has ever been made on the’part-of
the Canndn leadership for a genuine
educational program, for closer col-
laboration between the ran}: and ' file

members and the leadership. There
has never been so much as'a single
discussion article in the monthly
theoretical (?) magazine. All at-
temps  at discussion—even individ-
ual discussion—are frowned upon.

“When the Akron branch attempt-

.ed to receive some _clarification in
reference to educatienal and discus-
sion activity, it was informed by
Cannon that ‘discussion is mot for
a party of action, it’s for a Bohemian
sewing circle, This insulting answer
was not worthy of a revolutionary
leader.

“The Akron comrades have evinced
great discontent with the party lead-
efship as a whole. There have been
differences of opinion on the ques-
tion of China and trade umion.pol-

icy. A majority of the Akron branch
opposes the present SWP policy in
defense of China on the grounds
that it represents a social-patriotic
tendency; as well as condemning the
Cannonite frade union policy as cow-
ardly and opportunist.

“I have tried and will continue to

try to convince my comrades in

Akron that only in the Workers' Par-
ty can they find a democratic, rank
and file socialist organization which
carries on a healthy socialist aetivity
and encourages education and dis-
cussion. To all members of the SWP
may I say that I am joining the
Workers Party for these reasons 'and
because I believe it is based upon
the principles of Marxism and revo-
lutionary socialism.”

Trackmen Strike Pa. R. R.

By RIA STONE

Fifteen hundred trackmen on the
Pennsylvania Railroad struck last
week in the New York and New
Jersey area.

The trackmen, 99 per cent of them
Negroes, struck because they were
sick of being freighted fo work in
cattle cars, 100 of them herded fo-
gether in a space made to' accom-
modate only forty; transported fif-
teen to twenty miles in a cap with
no toilet facilities and with only a
small window and door for ventila-
tion. ]

The trackmen struck because of
the system whereby their working

hours are computed and paid for.

only from the time they disembark
from the box cars, so thap each\ man
is forced to donate about two~hours
daily to the railroad. They struck
for a wage increase from fifty-five to
seventy-five cents an hour; and final-
ly they struck because two of their
humber, Rufus V. Gardner and Al-
exander Robinson, had been” ﬁred
for leading a protest. ) _
Shortly after the spontaneous ac-
tion ~of the trackmen, the WUtility
Workers Organization Committee of
the CIO stepped in to organize them
and to request immediate mediation
by the National Mediation Board.
The latest report of the time of this

writing is that the mediatwn has_

been granted and the men ‘have Té-
turned to work.

The militancy of the Negro work-
ers, the solidarity of those white
workers who walked out with them,
and the entrance of union organiza-
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tion into the picture make this case
one of the more important recent
events in the labor movement.

As J. Robert Smith, labor reporter
of the Amsterdam Star-News said:
“If the Negro's economic problem in
regard to labor is to be solved, it will
be done and done only by the rank
and file worker. The $3.00 and $4.00-

a-day man whose brow is begrimed’

by sweat from his toil has the key
to our economic rehabilitation and,
mere than that, is in a position to
dictate the degree of progress the
entire race will show.... These are
the men the race has to depend upon.
Though small in number, these work-
ers with their united effort and pur-
pose will make the great and mighty
Pennsylvania Railroad either take
cognizance of their demands or suf-
fer the consequence.”

The Negro trackmen are not the
only Negro workers in New York
who have shown that they recognize
the need for militant action and or-
ganization to defend their rights. Re-
cently the Defense Workers Protec-
tive League was formed in Harlem
to insist oh improved transportation
conditions for 1,000 workers, travel-
ing daily on dilapidated buses to the

Picatinny Arsenal in New Jersey.
These buses often break down en
route, costing the workers time and
money while they wait ‘long hours
on the highway.

The workers pay the enormous
sum of $5.00 for six round trips a
week. Moreover, préportionate re-
funds are not made if all trips are
not made; no refund at all is given
if three trips are used up. Out of his
weekly pay, a worker who works
only three days pays $5.00 for the
transportation .alone.

Negro workers, confronted with
the harshest and meost inhuman
working conditions, are finding un-
ion organization as the best instru-
ment to better their conditions. The
organizational strength and initiative
of the Iabor unions; particularly,
must be enlisted fo organize these
men into bona fide unions on an
equal basis with other workers.

The CIO's organization of the
Pennsylvania’s trackmen stands as
a symbol of what must be achieved
on a far wider scale. For if the im-
provement of the lot of all the work-
ing class, Negro and white, is to be
asccomplished, there must be no divi-
sion within the working class.
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i ,.tion by forces of the United Nations.

ARGENTINA:

Why Does It Refuse
To Break with Axis?

By Henry Judd

Last week in this column we described how,
by means of a temporary business boom, the
United States is advancing its policy of economic
penetration into South America and assuming
greater and greater imperialist domination over
that continent. . .

The beating given to Waldo Frank, prominent
American writer and former Cominunist Patty
supporter, by a gang of fascist hoodlums in Buenos
Aijres caused a sensation both in Argentina and in
the United States. It forecibly brought to every-
one's attention a fact that American papers had
been pointing out for some time—namely, that
one South American country, at least, was opénly
resisting American “good neighbor” policy and
refusing to line up with the cause of America and
the United Nations. )

WHAT IS ARGENTINA'S POSITION?

As we pointed out last week, nineteen of 'the
twenty-one Latin American nations have broken
off all diplomatic relations with the Axis, and
many of these nineteen have followed up that ac-
tion with a war declaration that brought them into
the World War on America's side. Only Chile and ~
Argentina have failed to take the initial step in
breaking off relations and Argentina has vigor-
ously indicated that it has no intention of doing
so. The fact that Argentina is the richest, most
powerful and industrially advanced of ALL the
South American nations make this refusal, this
insistence upon retaining its neutrality, of great
interest. Why does Argentina act in this manner?

The answer to this question will throw fur-"
ther light on the imperialist character of the
war and prove—once more—the underlying
economic motives that drive each power into
acting the way it does; economic motives,
rather than “moral” or “spiritual” reasons, as
the propagandists would have us believe!

We have already -mentioned that Argentina-is
the mest advanced and industrialized country of
Latin America. Yet, despite its high degree of
development compared to the other backward
South American nations, it is not a completely in-
dependent nation! Because of the fact that a large
portion of Argentine industry and capital is in the.
hands of England and America (with England
leading), Argentina is more of a semi-independent
or semi-colonial country, somewhat like China or
Mexico.

But there is a well established and lmportant
class of native Argentine capitalists (landowners,
cattlemen, exporters, bankers, etc.). This native
" capitalist class finds itself greatly handicapped by
the rival foreign capitalists (or, more accurately,
imperialists) who have great influence over the
banking, financing, exporting of their countiry and
own great sections of the transportation, land and
public utilities. In a word, there is an economic
conflict between the native capitalists of Argen-
tina and the foreign (British and American). im-
perialists. It is this conflict that lies behind the
struggle now going on between the government
of Argentina and the United States.

Argentina—by virtue of its whole economic life
—is far closer to the European economic sphere
than to that of the United States. Before the war
Argentina had more trade with Europe (shipping
its wheat, meat, hides, corn, etc.) than with North
America. Furthermore, the materials' and dom-
modities of Argentina competed with similar ma-
terials and commodities grown by Yankee farm-
ers! Under our competitive-capitalist economie
system, this meant trade’rivalry, one: of the ba-
sic causes of modern war.

As a result of all this, Argentine native
capitalism is now resisiing American peneira-
tion because it dreads a victory of United
States imperialism (its rival'in many fields)
more than it does a wvictory of German-Axis
imperialism (its best pre-war customer).

ARGENTINE RULERS DIVIDED

Naturally, the Argentine capitalist class is di-
vided within itself.” The dominant section of it
(now in control of the government) is pro-Hitler
and pro-Axis. The non-competitive section is pro-
Roosevelt and wishes to support the United Na-
tions in the war. This section is organized. into
the so-called Radical Democratic Party. To fur-
ther complicate the situation, there are the pro-
British (as against Americhn imperialism) ele-,
ments, who while on the surface of ‘things must
naturally support the United Nations cause, nev-
ertheless have many a doubt, particularly as they
see American imperialism steadily oust its British:
“ally” from one position after the other. This
group more or less maintains silence, while the
pro-German and pro-American capitalists fight it
out among, themselves.

On July 21, in a secret session of the Argen-
tine Parliament reported in the New York Times,
Foreign Minister Guinazu, spokesman for the
“neutral” or pro-Axis capitalists, once more re-
fused to break off relations with the Axis, despite
sinkings of Argentiné ships by German U-boats.

Guinazu cited the failure of his recent military

mission to America—a failure, since it failed to’
‘get any arms or munitions. He claimed that Roo-
. sevelt refused to give any arms unless Argentina
‘agreed to convoy shipping to the United States—a
demand that Guinazu could obviously cite as fur-
ther proof that Roosevelt wanted Argentina
dragged into the war, via the route of U-boat sink-
ings. He was upheld in his program, further proot
of which group controls the government.

This is the situation in Argentina at the mo-
ment: a vicious struggle between two wings of

" the ‘native capitalist class—one of them pro-Ger-

man (with tremendous German pressure exerted:
upon it); another pro-Roosevelt and pro-America.
At any moment (especially with more great Nazi -
victories in the war) a bloody civil war could
break out between these factions of the capitalist
class.

We must note, of course, that in this vielent
struggle heither group consults the wishes of the'
Argentine people (the millions of workers and
poor farmers) in the matter. Their native rulers
want to tie them to one or another of the two
great imperialist blocs, but their desires are more
accurately expressed in the program of the revo-
lutionary socialists of Argentina, who call for in-
dependent class action against both imperialists
and for the freeing of Argentina from the rule of
any and all foreign capital. They warn the peos
ple against submission to Axis domination, and
at the same time oppose a military-naval occupm
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