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Nov. 7, 1917 - -
Greatest Day
In All History

AN EDITORIAL

Twenty-five years have passed since the most glorious event
in all history. Downtrodden, oppressed workers, peasants and
soldiers rose in their might, toppled the rule of capitalism and
established their own workers’ government. That was on Novem-
ber 7, 1917. The country was Russia. The leaders were Lenin
and Trotsky. The inspiration: socialism.

Yeéﬁ; later a bureaucratic clique fastened itself on the revo-

. Iution,’tf'&.;pcked it of its lifeblood, murdered its spokesmen, tram-

pled its ideals, destroyed it. BUT LET US NEVER FORGET THAT
MAGNIFICENT ACHIEVEMENT AND TRIUMPH WHICH -
OPENED THE PORTALS OF THE WORLD TO THE MATERIAL
AND SPIRITUAL EMANCIPATION OF MANKIND.

That triumph is the most cherished lesson in the history
of the working class, a lesson pregnant with meaning for
thq?fﬁiure of the world. No event in all history compares with
if.'Here in backward Russia, germinating under the bitter per-
secutlon of the Czarist Ochrana, spreading its roots under the
mept und outdated rule of Kerensky capitalism, the workers’
movement grew powerful and defiant and burst into flower
lmder ‘the leadership of the Bolsheviks.

The "wise men,”’ greybeards who knew all the ins and outs of
logic, said it couldn’t be done—not in backward Russia, anyway
But the workers and peasants of Russia spurned the “‘wise men”
whosa'_ “wisdom" perpetuated war and capitalist servitude. They
proved it QOULD be done, because they DID it.

They wanted peace, they wanted bread, they wanted land.
Kerensky replaced the Czar in February. He gave them none—
not pedce, not bread, not land. He couldn’t, because capitalism
in Russia couldn’t. Capitalism could give them nothing but the
continuation of war and starvation and exploitation.

Oi'ﬂy a socialist society could satisfy these elementary
desnrm Taking power into their own hands, creating their
own government, they proceeded to build the socialist society.
And in so doing they ended the war. They, not mlhtury victo-'
ries by rival imperialists, not capitalist peacemakers, brought
World War | to an end. They transformed the specter of
revolution into a reality and in that reality soldiers frater-
nized, the fires of revolutionary inspiration spread, the mo-
rale ‘of the capitalist armies crumpled, and the war ended.
This they did by their-revolution, by creating their own insti-
tutions of power—the soviets; this they did ynder the leader-
ship of men and a party whose princ_iplés' were guided solely

The World War ended but the armies of tmperlaltsm were
turned against the Soviet Government, Every breed of reaction-
ary, including many who called themselves socialists, waged war
against the infant, impoverished, exhausted workers’ government.
The workers and peasants of Russia had to withstand attacks on
twenty-one fronts. Withstand them they did, because what they
lacked in men and material they made up for by revolutionary
ardor and comradeship with the soldiers and workers of other
lands. British dockers refused to load ships with cargoes aimed
’ (Continued on page 4)
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1. From Agreement to Decree

Growth of Administration’s Anti-Labor Policy

act of the government in enchain-
ing labor was accomplished through
President Roosevelt’s order of Oc-
tober 3, as contained in the Price
Conirol Law. Roosevelt’'s decree
(1) virtually nullified Iabor’s right
to strike; and (2) abolished, in
fact, labor’s right to genuine col-
lective - bargaining. A new peak—
its highest so far—in the evolution
of government labor policy has:
thus been reached in the climb to-
ward a complete authoritarian pol-
icy against labor.

Step by step the government has
proceeded; in-the name of “war ne-
cessity,” -to  handcuff labor into
éreater helplessness.

The Administration is not accom- .
plishing this strangulation of labor's
living standards and labor unionism
hy quick, -direct smashing blows, as
carried through, for instance, by Hit-
ler. In this country, such a method
would have ‘resulted in too great a
social, industrial and political rever-
beration. The -American ruling class
has at least learned that lesson from

fascism. Hence American capitalism
has gone ahead more subtly with the
development, from its viewpoint, of
favorable objective circumstances,
before resorting to government de-

cree and force.

The most recent and significant

‘A summary of the main steps and
measures of government policy to-.
ward labor in the past period, par-
ticularly since America's direct en-
try into the imperialist war, is nec-
essary now so that the labor move-
ment and the workers generally will

awaken to their extreme danger.
Labor must re-orient its course soon, *
before it is too late!

Labor's standard of living must
come down—that has been Roose-
velt's view since the United States
joined the war. Therefore, in actual-
ity, and by design, “wage stahiliza-
tion” (which has today reached the
stage of “frozen” wage scales gen-
erally) has at all f{imes meant a con-
sideration of the ways and ' means
of driving the living standard down.
Essentially, this end could be accom-
plished only if the workers could be
prevailed upon, or compelled, not to
struggle for their rights—specifically,
not to strike and organize. The Ad-
ministration has therefore proceeded
on a direct offensive against the
workers' right to strike.

Sfalih's Strikebréakers- at Work in India

By HENRY.JUDD
It is well known that the Stalinists (Communist
Party) do not support the fight of India's 389,000,000
people for national independence from England; not so
well known are the lengths of treachery and strike
breaking to which the Indian Communist Party has
" gone in its efforts to break up, sabotage and confuse the
movement.
In the principal cities of the country (Bombay,
. Cawnpore, -Ahmedabad, etc) where the textile and
steel workers went on strike against the British, the
 Communist Party leaders did their best to force the
workers back -into the plants “to produce for the

1+ united Nations against the Axis.”

, A typical illustration of what happgned, worth de-,
scribing in detail, is contamed in the Daily Worker of

" October 30.-When the struggle began, the Congress

* leadérs went to-the Stalinists in the city of Delhi,
where some of the major demonstratlons occurred
‘They asked: the local representatives of Joseph Stalin
for help in organizing the movement. The Stalinists
«eil them our way out of this mess (1), but they (the

“‘Congress leaders) are still not quite prepared to give

‘1 “tp the Gandhite ‘struggle’ against the British and fol-
“ .| ‘1o% our plan of unity among all factions of the Indian
':'people to defeat the Axis.”

‘So the Stalinists, since the people aren’t qu:te read;
.to surrendqr.. show them how to do it!
On August 9, a demonstration of 50,000 students am

" workers of thé mty jg organized. The Stahmst stutlent

leader who addressed the crowd. (urging them to drop
the fight) is arrested by the unappreciative British po-
lice. *“..He was the one student leader who could
have got the students to keep cool and patriotic at the
same time,” moan the Stalinists. What ungrateful
wretches these British police are! '

Then the violent, semi-revolutionary struggles be-
gan between the British and the people of Delhi; strug-
gles in which many were killed and hundreds wounded
by police fire. The counter-revolutionary Stalinists -
write: “The leadership of the movement slipped quick-
ly from Congress to non-Congress hands, such as the
‘Forward Blocists’ (a Trotskyite-fifth colurhn combina-
tion).” The workers and radical students, who, push-
ing aside the Stalinists and the conservative Congress
:.deaders, led the: people in militant demonstration
against imperialism are fifth columnists! The Stalinists

-sayso,soitmustbeso. All crédit must go to the mili-

tant leaders who came up from the ranks of the peo-’
ple ‘and refused to subordinate India’s fight for free-

dom to the imperialist aims of England, or the require- ]
ments of Stalin.

And finally, when the students struck and refused
to attend the schools and colleges, the Stalinists devel-
oped this strike-breaking line: “Therefore, keep ‘the
peace. Keep organized, fight your way back into the
schools. Instead of continuing the strike, strive, to get
the -colleges reopened,’ and that will be vxctory

Has there' ever been such scabbery and treachery

—even from the Stalinists?

ployer-worker relations::

1. The government swiftly accom-
plished a major objective when it
obtained' a voluntary agreement with
the officialdom of the CIO and AFL
and their respective national affili-
ates to give up the weapon of the
strike for the duration of the war,
The leaderships of the various un-
ions have worked with might and
main to carry out the government’s
desires. They have cracked down on
those workers who have gone on
sirike to defend union and living
conditions, despite government edicts
and -agreements of ‘their leadership.
The record of the offictal union lead-
erships, it can be flatly stated, has
been almost consistently a record of
betrayal and surrender of labor's
needs and rights. But “agreements”
were only the beginning.

Government Breaks Strikes

‘3, Where agreement with the un-
ion officialdom failed to stop strikes
in defense industries, the govern-
ment soon showed its teeth through
direet intervention of either - the
Army .or Navy to break certain
strikes: beginning with the Army’s
intervention in the North American
Aviation strike in Los Angeles, fol-
lowed by similar strike - breaking
actions by the Navy:in Kearny, N. J.,
shipyards, Bayonne, N.'J., and other
places.: All, of course, in the name
of the “war emergency,” and, iron-
ically enough, *class peace.”

3. Still anothér government goal
was attained when the AFL and CIO
labor- officialdom ‘agreed to the es-

-tablishment of labor - managément

committees. The labor - management
commiitees have uniformly proved
to: be instrumenis in the hands eof

' the bosses, as is shown by their 'rec--

ord and by the regentment of ‘ rank
and file workers against their oper-
ations. It is no wonder or accident
that the EMPLOYERS hail the for-
mation and development of this class
collaboration medium as the greatest
gain of the war in respect'to em-
And it is
that, indeed, for their continuation
and extension, both in numbers and
scope of function, means:the scut-

- tling of bona fide labor unian organ-=

By Harry Allen

4, But the government is well
aware that class collaboration in-
struments, in which the workers are
in direct relation with the bosses,
can blow up in facé of the undoubt-
ed needs of the workers. Therefore,
the government proceeded to estab-
lish several agencies for intervening
in labor-employer issues and con-
flicts, notably the War Labor Board
and its conciliation service.

A full examination of the record
of the War Labor Board (mot in
place here) would show that WLB
poliéy itself has evolved and' ex-
panded in many directions. An ap-
peal board at first, mainly for con-
sideration of wage and hour issues,
the WLB quickly took over powers
of deciding the degree and charac-
ter of a union itself in a given plant.
For example, union maintenance
clauses; then “wage stabilization”
rulings irrespective of the merit of
the wage demand; and even penal-
ization of unions for striking—all
these are decisions not clearly es-
tablished as WLB powers at the
outset.

More precisely and significantly,
from the worker’s standpoint, the
evolution of the War Labor Board
consistently has resulted in: (1) The

lowering of labor's living standards

in accordance with the Administra-
tion’s outlook on wage standards;
and (2) union “maintenance” by gov-
ernmental sufferance or permission,
instead of by ‘active union function-

(Continued on page 3)

Next Week:

We will begin -pubﬁcation:. of

a series of articles on India by

J. R. Johnson.

In .addition we will. publish

the latest information: on price

finagling and other articles of. :

great interest. Be sure to get

ISSION ASKS
ICTATORIAL POWERS

Control of Draft and Hiring

Could Be Used to Sneak Over
Job Freezing, Forced Labor

In a report submitted this week to President Roosevelt, a War
labor-management policy committes

Manpower Commissian

asked wideér powers for Paul McNutt, direct{;r of the WMC.

If the recommendations in the report are accepted, selective
service would be placed under the direction of the WMC, that

is, under the direction of Paul McNutt, who has sometimes been
called the Hoosier Hitler. Further, the United States Employment
Service would be made the clearing house for all employment,
“with proper exceptions made for union hiring halls satisfactory!

to the WMC.”

There are other recommendations as well, but let us stop’ to
'examine the two cited. The first seems innocent enough.
the ostensible purpose  attrib-

|Mr. Boss

. Jersey, Phillips Petroleum, Beth-

Gefts Tax
“Relief’’

In 1943, about 50,000,000 Amer-
icans will be called upon fo pay
the new taxes imposed by the re-
cently adopted fax bill.: About
30,000,000 will be paying the regu-
Igr.ingome  tax -and" the 5 per cent
vlobors' tax, wliile the rest will
oply- pay- the- vietory tax that:is:
to be deducted each week from
the payroll,

The big mrpnrations are also
paying taxes, but what a - con-
trast! Supposedly, they are being
called upon to pay heavy corpo-
ration taxes, PLUS an excess
profits tax of 90 per cent on sur-
plus profits. It sounds like
tfhey're getting the squeeie also.

BUT, there are cerfain exemp-
tions, provisions and “relief”
clauses provided in the bill which,
‘according to the New York Post
of November 2, “executives admit
is MOST GENEROUS and which
they intend to fake advantage of
as soon as possible.,” (Our empha-
sis.) '

Most important of these “re-
liefs” is the clause for corpora-
tions which says that 10 per cent
of the excess profits fax of 90 per
cent is to be refunded to the cor-
porations after the war. Mean-
while this 10 per cent is already
being granted in the form of non-
negotiable bonds that must be
held until the war is over. That
is, the excess profits tax is REAL-
LY ONLY 80 PER CENT!

Furthermore, if it wants to, any
corporaﬁnn can use this 10 per
cent tax credit to pay oﬂ its debts,
provided it throws in some money
of its.own to match the tax credit
at the same time. (The ratio is
$1.50 of corporation funds to $1.00
of tax credit.)

The big companies are taking
advantage of this by starting to
liquidate and retire huge sums of
their indebtedness that exists in
the form of debentures. U.S. Steel
Corp. has already retired $30,00,-
000 in debts; Standard Oil of New

Jehem Steel, National Steel, Am-
erican Tobacco, etc., are beginning
this wonderful game of cutting
down ‘their debts—at government
expense. These companies make
huge surplus profits on govern-
‘ment war coniracts; they are
taxed, BUT it works two ways.
Part of the tax goes back to them

part of the profits goes o paying
off debits. The New York Post
says that the liguidation move-
ment, already running into hun-
dreds of millions of dollars, may
‘reach the biilion dollar mark by
1943.

How wonderful not to have fo
pay interest on corporation bonds
and simultaneously liquidate the
bonds at government expense!
‘How wonderful to be a huge
comrsﬁon when the tax ecollec-
tor comes *round.

Ain't clpltallsm wunnerful!

in. credits after the war; another |

b % S R

In fact,

uted to this recommendation
is to halt the drafting of essen-
tial workers — and thus fits in
with other widely publicized
proposals made by McNutt. We
don’t doubt that in part this Is
actually the purpose of the pro-
posal. But what, exactly, does
it mean for labor? Does it give

the worker greoter or lesser -

freedom? The

LESSER!

unswer is:

With a closer and dictatorial

tie-up between the Manpower
““Commission and " the draft, a

double sword is hung over the
head of. labor.
many cases, the draft has been
used as a weapon against labor,
Striking or recalcitrant workers
have been threatened with the

draft, Deferments, it is report-
ed, have been denfed union militants.
Thus, the entire scheme of putting
the draft skids under labor mili-
tants, would be facilitated in the di-
rect coordination of WMC and selec~
tive service.

Should a worker, for good and
-sufficient reasons, refuse fo shiff
jobs as directed, the very agency
which "is ordering him to move
could order his drafting. Should a
worker ask for higher wages, the
draft would be right on his neck
without any intermediary action
required by the boss or any otbu
agency.

Labor throughout has damned thy
policy of utilizing the draft as a clufy
against unionists. That practice &
becoming more frequent and it hs
to. be FOUGHT. Under the set-ug
proposed by McNutt's commissio:
the threat would be increased an
the difficulties of fighting it multi
plied.

AN

Already, in "’

The second proposal we listed -

above is equally nefarious. Its ob-

vious intent is to emasculate the un« -

ions and to fetter, even more thag
it does now, the. ability of labor té&
seek a better job and higher pay
Job freezing has not yet been enact-
ed into law, nor has it yet been or«
dered by the increasingly frequent
decrees of the Roosevelt Administra=
tion. This proposal, however, could
be used to the same effect; that is,

IT COULD BE USED FOR JOB-'

FREEZING.

Further, and perhaps more im-
portant, the authority which Me~
Nuit has been seeking to draft
labor is, indirectly, here given him.
The unanimous protest of the la-
bor movement spiked for a while
the McNuit demand for compul-
sry ‘draft labor” legislation. The
most tepid union leaders in the
counfry saw its manifest danger
and denounced this piece of pro-
posed “mailed fist” legislation. And
it goes withoui saying that mili-
tant wunionists were up in arms.
Under the pressure of this active
opposition, Roosevelt evidently de-
cided to lay off the idea for the
present.

But here, in this WMC report, the -

same thing is proposed — though in

+ less complete form and in a more

round-about way. The U.S. Employ-
ment Service would superintend all
hiring. In other words, it could
FORCE labor to accept any job, re-
gardless of the location, conditions or
pay. Very, very interesting in this
connection is the little appendix to
the proposal making exception for
union hiring halls “satisfactory to the
WMC.” The value and purpose of the
union hiring hall is that jt will be
satisfaétory, in other words, fo the




LABOR ACTION =

BELGIAN COAL MINERS THREATEN GENERAL STRIKE

In Belgium the threat of reprisals
and the holding of hostages proved
of no avail when the Nazis attempt-
ed to force striking coal miners at
Roux, Souvret, Anderlues and Bas-
coup back into the pits. The Nazis
seized hostages, but the miners did
not yield. On the contrary, they
threatened to call a mnation-wide
strike.

1, The Nazi war economy is in des-
perate need of coal; 2. Belgian coal
production is the most important in-
dustry of the country and among the
first in Europe, but, 3. the Belgian
coal miners always had a very mili-
tant stand. They were in the fore
of the great strike wave of 1936 and
they have not forgotten the lessons
searned then. The Nazis' considered
&e situation very thoroughly; they
weighed 1 and 2 against 3...and re-
leased the hostages.

The miners, said the Belgian
News Agency, sftruck in profest
against dangerous working condi-
tions and long hours. Because of
lack of materials there were in-
sufficient pit props, but the need
of the Narzi administration is so

great that they insisted on running -

the mines despite the hazards. This
was the immediate cause of the
eause for this and similar actions
of the Belgian miners is their long
traditfon of militant union and po-

litical action. The experience gath-
ered in their great strikes against
“democratic” Belgian owners now
serve them in their fight against
the Nazi administration.

Even postmen recently started a
strike in Brussels against the Nazi
administrator, according to Overseas
News Agency. But postmen are not

were warned that they would all be
arrested if the strike, called 1o get
a salary increase, did not end im-
mediately. This, of course, is a very
good indication that under present
conditions it is alfhost impossible to
lead small isolated strikes of one
specific branch ‘with any chance of
success. The totalitarian apparatus is
everywhere and all powerful, as long
as he is confronted with some iso-
lated enterprise,.like this strike of
postmen in Brussels. A strike can
only have success if it is waged not
by an isolated group or craft but by
powerful “industrial units or by the
class as a whole. Threat of coal

miners to stop producing coal all -

over Belgium made the Nazis think
twice before trying to settle it by
shooting some leaders. An isolated
strike, on the contrary, particularly
among unessential workers, faces gi-
gantic obstacles. This is a global
war; similarly, on the class front
little skirmishes are weapons with
only limited usefulness.

DANES ARE POLITE; NEWSPAPERS FORBIDDEN JEWS

A Danish Nazi paper  recently
complained that typed notices were
posted at the Danish railway shops
saying: “As the following workers
are Nazis (here followed a list of
names and addresses), it is the duty
of every Danish worker to see to it
that such persons are daily brought
home in an ambulance” The Nazis
are temporarily in power, but still
it is a rather dangerous thing for

your health to belong to a Nazi or-
ganization,

Because of the paper shortage, the
German control office has issued a
decree forbidding the sale of news-
papers to Jews. Instructions have
been issued that clothing and hats
may no longer be made of paper...
nobody thinks of forbidding the use
of wool or cotton. There is none,
anyway. . Europacus.

lndian Diary

SEPTI:.MBl' B 22

Official estimates of Indian casual-
ties grow. Stated in the Senate to be
721 deaths and 1,219 injured. Mili-
tary and- pohoe' 43 killed and “large

number” {njured. Railway stations .

destroyed, 258, mostly in Bihar and
eastern United Provinces.

SEPTEMBER 23
Bombay Stock Exchange did busi-
ness for first time in six weeks.
Police fired on crowd armed with
wpears at Nawabganj, near Dacca.
-One policeman killed, several in-
jured. Indian casualties unreported.

SEPTEMBER 24

In Central Provinces action was
taken to preyent Indians listening
to “enemy broadcasts.” Deputy com-
missioners were authorized to can-
cel wireless licenses where neces-
sary‘

In “Legislative” Assembly, K. C.
Neogy moved for inquiry, alleging
troops and police “have on occasion
been guilty of unnecessary shooting,
looting, burning villages and ill-
treating, women.”

Supported by Indians who gave
details from documents signed by
witnesses and victims. One declared
that a “whole village was beaten up
and looted.”

Press reports few of these allega-
tiens, but reports fully counter-alle-
gations of Sir Sultan Ahmed, Law
member in government, including
massacre of crew crashed from mili-
tary plane, hacking to death of two
Air Force officers, and burning of
policemen.

Atrocity stories, whichever side,
not convincing unless facts investi-
gated. Obscure issue., Figures sig-

nificgnt, however. Law member re-
ferred to “a mob of 5,000” .behind
Congress flags at Minapur in:Bihar
and of 10,000 at Rupauli, who hoisted
Congress flag on police station,

Disturbances continue at Bombay,
where police, after failing to break
up illegal meeting, fired. Crowd then
stoned police and smashed buses and
lamps. Forty arrests, including girls.
Casualties not reported.

SEPTEMBER 25

General Sir Alan Fleming Hartley,
deputy commander - in - chief, states
that “on five occasions mobs have
been machine-gunned from the air
during the recent disturbances.”

SEPTEMBER 26

Five Indians sentenced to death
and four to transportation for fife at
Nagpur, Central Provinces,on charge
of killing a policeman, firing a police
station, destroying government prop-
erty and stealing guns and ammuni-
tion.

Forced labor is now the law in
India. :

Military commanders empowered
to call on any local labor supply
available for war work necessary for
defense or attack. Usual wages will
be paid.

SEPTEMBER 27

Thirty persons arrested in Bombay
in connection with ceremonies hon-
oring Congress flag. *

Premier of Sind, Allah Bakhsh, re-
nounced British-conferred titles be-
cause of Britain’s “imperialistic atti-
tude.”

—F.B. in the British New Leader,
organ of the Independent Labor
Party, October 23.

A Report on Conditions in England

The British working class becomes
more radical and more impatient
with capitalism every day. By so
doing it daily increases the difficul-
ties of the union and labor leaders,
the Stalinists and the ruling class.

The Union Leaders

On the defensjve from the workers
are, first, the union leaders. At the
recent Trade Union Conference,

. w : ‘
quite as essential to the Nazis. They - Resolution 28 “called on His Majes

ty's government to arranf®for more
active participation by trade union
representatives in the administration
and management of all vital war in-
dustries,” Now, this is not only a
moderate working class demand in
any country during a war, but is of
particular importanceesin Great Brit-
ain, a heavily industrialized country,
where nearly 70 per cent of the
population is ‘proletarianized and
where so much of the burden of the
war, air raid wardens, home defense,
airplane spotfing, etc, iz borne by
the working class.

But the General Council opposed
the resolution! Why? Because the
last thing these union bureaucrats
want is for the workers to exercise
even the pretense of independent ac-
tion. The bureaucrats and their
friends, the Labor Party members
in Parliament, are well represented
in posts of government and on all
boards, committees, etc.. Bevin, a
union bureaucrat, is Minister of La-
bor. Morrison, a Labor Party leader,
is Home Secretary, etc., ete.

In Washington, Roosevelt and Nel-
son continually kick around the la-
bor leaders. The situation in Britain
is very different. The British ruling
class could not run the war at all
without the help of the labor lead-
2rs. -

In Britain there are councils of
labor and management, but these
naturally are working badly, with
the workers being kicked around.
The workers are reaching out for
more power and their own General
Council tries to turn them down.
But the resolution was triumphantly
carried, 2,454,000 fo 2,261,000, This
vote means much more than meets
the eye. The Amalgamated Engi-
neering Union, with nearly 600,000
members, has only one representa-
tive on the General Council, while

\ the Transport and Municipal Work-

ers, with just over a million mem-
bers between them, have six instead
og the two you would expect. (Bev-
in is the leader of the Transport and
Municipal Workers,) This accounted
for the heavy vote against Resolu-
tion 28. But the miners, the engi-
neers, the railway workers, the elec-
tricians, all were for the resolution
and hostile to the General Council.
These men do the work. They feel
the pinch. They want to take over
themselves. The union bureaucrats
say NO, They are scared of the
workers.

The Construclion Engineering
Union pointed ouf that the Es-
sential Work Orders were used fo
control the workers only. It asked
the government fo take over es-
sential war industries. The Na-
tional Union of Railwaymen de-
manded that the General Council
alter its rules so as to make prog-
ress “both now and in a vispalized
socialist economy.” Now, these
workers are making 2 serious mis-
take. If the Brifish government
takes over war industries, this will
not mean a socialist society. Only
the workers can take over indus-
try and make real a visualized so-
cialist economy., Bui these de-
mands are very significant. They
come in the midst of a great war.

The General Council is feeling the
pressure. What does it do? Does it
attack the ruling class? Does it seek
to carry out the wishes of the work-
ers? No sir! As bureaucrats do all
over the world, these gentlemen seek
more power io control the workers.

.The council demanded powers to

(-]

make alterations in the standing or-
ders between congresses, these pow-
ers to be binding until “overruled”
by the next congress. The word
“overruled” is very striking. They
are preparing to take drastic meas-
ures against all who oppose them
and they are so conscious of the
hostility of the workers that they
expect their decisions to be “over-
ruled” and not “confirmed” by the
following congress! If that is not
the jitters, then it is a very good imi-
tation.

The “Red” Menace

Naturally these union bureaucrats
are flerce against the Reds, by whom
they mean the Stalinists. Although
the Stalinists are the greatest war-
mongers in every United Nations
country, the union- bureaucrats do
not like them, They once spoke in
very revolutionary terms. Nobody
knows what they will be saying to-
morrow. For years the bureaucrats
have stuck to Circular 16, known as
the Black Circular, whi¢h prohibited
“Communists,” even though elected
by honest voting, from serving as
delegates to the Trades Councils.
Russia, too, is very popular today
among the British workers. And the
Amalgamated Engineers (Stalinist
confrolled), with 600,000 members,
the miners and many other unions,
supported the withdrawal of -the
resolution. It was lost by 2,550,000
to 2,137,000. N

The bureaucrats have another red
herring—the Labor Research Depart-
ment. This is a Stalinist organiza-
tion which publishes material on
union and labor problems. This ma-
terial is sometimes good, sometimes
bad, depending on the Stalinist line
at the moment. But it always has an
anti-ruling class dress and if special
information is required by workers
on any topie, the Labor Research
Department will supply it and with
reasonable speed. The bureaucrats

> 3 N\
Heavenly Discourse
At the éolden Gates of Heaven,

God received Stalin, Hitler and
Churchill.

“What can I do for you, Mr. Sta-

1in?” inguired the Almighty.
“Destroy the German Army.”
“Done,” replled = Omnipotence;
“and for you, Mr. Hitler?”
“Exterminate the  Russians,” Tre-
plied the Fuehrer,
“Granted, also,” said the Lord;
“and for you Mr. Churchill?”
“Nothing more, thank you,” an-
swered the Prime Minister. “You

have just done all I wanted!
—DBritish New Leader.
N _J

. =i

have been out to drive the depart-
ment from the union movement. The
voting was 2,210,000 in support of
the General Council and 1,980,000
against. The miners, with 500,000
votes, had decided to vote against
the council but somehow their vote
wag not cast.

The Stalinist Poison

It is clear that we have a powerful
leftward movement among the or-
ganized workers. Who will lead it?
Who will give it political direttion?
The Stalinists, capitalizing on the
showing of Russia in the war, are
actively campaigning, not only fto
drive the workers further and fur-
ther into the clutches of the ruling
class, but for membership and in-
fluence. Foremost in their program
is their campaign against “the Trot-
skyists.” They distinguish two kinds
of ffth columnists and pro-Nazis,
the rich ones like Lady Astor, who
are easy to find, and those in the
working class. “How can the agent

of Hitler be spotted in the factory?”.

asks the Stalinist paper, News and
Views. The best way, says the jour-
nal, “is on the basis of his attitude
toward production here and now.”

“most every case...

Working Class Grows More Restive

Then, in thick black print:

“This means that all those whe
are desirous of defeating Hitler
must set the example in time-
keeping, efficient workmanship and
so on” Now, any worker knows
what that means, The bosses are
always driving for “time-keeping”
and “efficient workmanship.” That
is what they sing in the ears of the
workers all the time. The workers
are getting fed up. They say we
must have a share in the manage-
ment; the laws to control the boss-
es are being evaded; we are the
ones who are being controlled.
Only a socialist soclety can help
us really.

The Stalinists vote for some of
these resolutions, especially those
attacking the bureaucrats. By these
means they gain a great popularity.
But immediately they turn around
and accuse any worker who does not
work his guts out of being a Trot-
skyist and an agent of Hitler. What
more can the boss want?

The Class Struggle

But the Stalinists are not- getting
away with it easily. This same issue
of their paper boasts of all the new
members they are getting and how
they hold classes, one in the factory
yard and another in a main shop.
But after all the boasting comes a
remarkable paragraph.

“Difficulty has been experienced
in almost every case when deal-
ing: with fundamental subjects
through the class struggle AP-
JFARENTLY (their emphasis) con-
flicting with our national unity
policy. Each lecture must neces-
sarily explain the seeming contra-
diction.”

Read that paragraph again. Never
was there a finer testimony to the
spirit which is moving the workers
of Britain today. Thousands of them,
attracted by the Stalinist noise and
fakery, join them. They want to
prepare for the revolution. But as
soon as the Stalinists begin to talk
against the class struggle these
workers begin to kick. They feel in
their bones that this is what they
want. \To hell with national unity!
They are burning with class feeling.

Says the Stalinist report: “Diffi-
culty has been experienced in al-
' The British
working class is fighting for some
education, for some understanding
which would ‘correspond to its ris-
ing wrath against the ruling class.
The Fourth Internationalists in Brit-
ain have their work cut out for
them. If, with Hitler at their very
gates, this is the temper of the Brit-
ish workers, one can wait with con-
fidence for the violence with which
they will turn on the British ruling
class as soon as it feels that its
hands are free, or events face it with
the immediate choice: workers' pow-
er or slavery.

The Ruling Class

Meanwhile, the British ruling
class watches all this and wonders
where it is going to end. It is fol-
lowing out two tactics. First, it is
addressing itself seriously to the task
of neutralizing as large a section of
the workers as possible by frying fo
promise a New World in Britain
after the war. The New York Times
of October 26 announces that the re-
port of Sir William Beveridge, com-
missioned eighteen months ago, is
now nearly ready. Beveridge used
to be head of the London School of
Economiecs and gained some notori-
ety a few months ago by shouting
against the evils of “private” capi-
talism. Coming from so conserva-
tive a man this naturally created a
great stir.

Beveridge's report is skilfully
planned. It is perfectly planned. It
is very obvious today in Britain and
will be in America tomorrow that
an economy which was planned for

use and not for war or profit could
develop the economic resource of the
world and raise people to a standard
of development undreamed of today.

Beveridge does not oppose this. He .

is not so stupid. Everybody KNOWS
what can be done. So Beveridge says,
“We must continue to plan after
the war, just as we plan now.” His
plan promises to give every worker
and wife $8.00 a week and $1.75 for
each child after the first. That would
be a minimum wage and nobody
would ever go below it. This, plus

sickness insurance, unemployment
insurance, etc, will be the new
heaven.

This program is not only idiotic
in itself, It is pernicious, because
much of the money is to be paid
by heavy subscriptions coming
from the workers themselves. The
values of the scheme, however, is
to make the workers believe that
great plans for a new order in
Britain are being prepared by the
government. It is easy to predict
the result. They will fool nobody.

But 'there is a more sinister streak
in the antics and maneuvers of the
British ruling class in the face of
the gathering concehtrating hostility
of the British workers. It has faded
recently but the trend has been
shown. I refer to the boosting of
Lord Mountbatten, leader of the
Commandos. Some weeks ago you
could not open a paper without see-
ing his name. Noel Coward made a
film of him. It was as clear as day
that he was being groomed for the
post of military dictator of Great
Britain. In the clamor, the Stalinists
also joined, though cautiously. How-
ever, for some reason or other which
is not yet clear, the Mountbatten
boosters stopped boosting. They are
biding their time. But the trend
showed very clearly what the rulers
have in mind in case of accidents.

People believe that Churchill’s
main aim is to defeat Hitler. Nev-
er was there such an illusion. His
aim is to preserve and extend the
British Empire. His first concern,
therefore, is to keep the British '
working class where it is, under
his heel. To keep them there he
has to rely on the labor bureau-
crats. And as the workers begin
to turn from these, they meet the
Stalinists with thejr hes and dem-

agogy.

But there are act'we revo!utionists
at work in Great -Britain; and, more
1rnporiant, win, lose or draw, Britain
is destined for terrific shocks at
home and abroad.  The showdown
will not be averted by bureaucratic
fear, Stalinist juggling or the tricks
of the bourgeoisie.

A.AB.

Bayuk Cigar
Bars Negroes

The Bayuk Cigar Co., maker of
“Phillie” cigars, wants only WHITE
girls and women to learn.to operate
cigar-making machines, according to
an advertisement which appeared in
the Sunday Philadelphia Record.

In the past, Negroes have been
kept out of these jobs by being re-
jected when they appeared at the
company’s employment offices. Now,
when the supply of workers is a
bit more limited and bosses have to
advertise in the newspapers for
workers, they openly and impu-
dently announce their hiring poli-

_cies: WHITE WOMEN ONLY.

Inasmuch as “Phillies” are in the
five-cent. elass, LABOR ACTION
readers are advised: when you buy
“Phillies” you viclate the sound
prineiple of laying on where it hurts
most—the cash register of the maker.

HAeaders of.

Local 9 Officials

Eye Union Elections

Dear Editor:

After “ cramming the hiring hall
surrender down the throats of the
membership without the slightest re-
gard for democracy or union princi-
ples in any form, the union pie cards
have suddenly remembered that a
new election is coming up soon. Ac-
cordingly, these incompetent bureau-
crats have become oh-so-democratic
and oh-so-militant.

For weeks the union negotiating

committee dickered in deepest se- -

crecy with the company on surren-
dering the leadermen and the hiring
hall. Not only was no publicity on
negotiations givenh the membership,
but the members of the committee
were supposed to be bound to strict-
. est secrecy even in private conversa-
tions. Now, after the most valuable
horses in the union barn are stolen,
there is a hasty effort to lock the
door. The “democratic” union offi-
cials are now -distributing at the Los
Angeles sb.ipyard a three-page report
of details of negotiatipns with the
company on the question of the ten-
hour day, sHowing that the union
representatlves now propose the

“pick-up” systewi in place of either
ten hom's ‘or the ataggered shift. -

But this phony effort to appear
democratic in time for the elections

-backfires on its authors if carefully

read. In the first place it states that
the company proposed the ten-hour
day during the recent contract nego-
tiations—a fact which was never re-

ported to the membership, even in.

the report on the contract. Secondly,
it points out that the present stag-
gered shift is thoroughly unsatisfac-
tory to all parties concerned—gov-
ernment, company and union. We
should like to remind these bureau-
crats and Stalinists who put over the
staggered shift that they did it in di-
rect defiance of the instructions of
the membership. Do these birds re-
member how “necessary” they said
it was then, and how it would in-
crease production? Where were
these gentlemen and their fight for
the pick-up sygtem at the time when
the staggered shift was being bitterly

fought out, with an aroused member-

ship fighting against it?

After months of forgeiting com-
pletely about Bethlehem, suddenly a
special meeting of Bethlehem work-
ers is called. Here Adkins makes a
campaign speech for his own re-elec-

tion. Over and over again he assured-

his audience that there is no dis-
crimination in - Local 9, 'that all
groups have full and equal rights in

‘the union, whether they be Republi-*

Jabor Action Jake the

cans, Democrats, non-partisans, or
Trotskyists.

Okay, Brother Adkins! If you are
so democratic, why_do you try to
rule off the floor, or refuse to rec-
ognize union brothers whom you
think are Trotskyists? Why do you
and all your pals, reactionary and
Stalinist alike, carry on such a vi-
cious campaign tfo try to suppress the
“Trotskyist” paper, LABOR ACTION?

Even worse than the present offi-
cials on the score of sell-out policies
and bureaucratic dictatorship in the
union are the clique of Stalinist
fakers who would like o sneak into
union office. Lately they've been
playing a pretty smart game of let-
ting the reactionary officials and
Pollard do most of the dirty work
in putting over the rotten deals,
while they sit back trying to main-
tain a better standing for the elec-
tions. It will be a sad day for the
membership of Local 9 if they are

- misled by this subterfuge. For the

truth is not only that actually this
Communist Party chque has been
most influential in putting over ev-
ery single surrender that has been

. made by the local, but, worse than
- that, this gang can be counted on for

fertain to help the company and the
government agencies win any con-
cession they may .demand of the
members. As long as Stalin remains

on the side of the United States in
the war this Bridges-Lopez-Alexan-
der cliqgue will be in favor of every
retreat that the bosses seriously de-
mand. '

Let no union member think that
the demand for union retreat is over.

With the ten-hour attack at the LA’

yard, watch out for your shift pre-
miums and time differentials! The
company proposes to put in what

labor - hating, dictatorial Bethlehem -

did. That means chiselling on the
day shift and grand theft on the
night shift! And watch out for an

attack on the shop stewards. The.

stewards are the basis of wunion
strength in the yard. They must be
kept or made to represent the mem-
bership. And if they do represent
the rank and file, the company will
try to break them down! The stew-
ards must be defended by deter-

‘mined action of the members!

Shipyard Worker.
San Pedro. )

Liked Articles
On Parity

Dear Editor:

Enclosed please find one dollar to
pay for the subs. Someone sent me
the sub some time ago and I am cer-

tainly well pleased with the paper.
I am farming for a living and the
article dealing with parity was good.

I certainly agree that it will be an

issue to keep the farmer and labor
confused and fighting each other. I
am saving your parity article for fu-
ture reference. I can send you some
more subs later.
. E.B.
Hudsonville, Mich..

P
Negroes May Pay
Carfare . . . But May
Not Drive Buses

Down in Baltimore, colored people
spend $3,000,000 each year riding the
street cars and buses. They have

been fighting fo get colored street

car motormen, conductors and bus
drivers. The newspapers there are
advertising for men to fill such jobs
every day-—but their skin must be

white. The white folks of Baltimore-

seem to think that Negroes are not
capable of operating a street car,
driving a bus or collecting 'fares
from passengers.— Detroit Tribune,
October 31.

Wb s

NEW READERS: |

LABOR ACTION —now printing
and circulating 25,000 copies each
week —is now receiving MORE than
twenty-five new subscriptions each
week! New York City and Buffalo
have faken the lead in setting this
new subscription rate. Here are the
results for the last TWO weeks:

New .York City 24
Buffalo

Detroit

Cleveland

St. Louis

Washington, D. C. —
West Virginia
Akron
Columbus

Reading S
Philadelphia

Los Angeles ..
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Portrait of q;lr
War Leaders™

“ ..Something of this: aféitude be-
came apparent in the .:%Depaﬂ-
ment in 1942, The Army lligence
was shot through with contempt for
Britain and China, and with hatred
for Russia. In the supply:-services,
some officers openly asserted:that the '
British were incapable of: fighting;
that the Russians were finished; that
the Chinese were corrupt :and hope-
less, and that we were:fighting so
that the United States might emerge
as the strongest power in the world,
able to dictate the terms of, peace to
the Allies or, if need be,;to the Axis.
These men represented a, part of the
group of ruthless and ,aggressive
American imperialists, the develop-
ment of which is one gf,the meost
dmgerous sconcomitants. of. the war.

.Now, in Lieut.-Gen. Brehon
ﬁmmervell this attitude has. found a
harsh and outspoken champion. In
officers such as Brig.-fzen. Clay,
whe is in charge of rgguirements,
Brig.-Gen. Gross, who is;.charge of
transportation, and Colonel Robin-
son, who is in charge of planning in
the Services of the War Dgpartment,
General Somervell has . gurrounded
himself with men of his own kind.
Officers. who. disagree. with. this
group do not get very far in. Wash-
ington.”

—(The NexgrfRspubhc.
N ovembgp: 2)

ILGWU Oﬁens

IO Res

Canteen for

.- ‘i ¢

Service Men

The International Ladles Garment

\Workers Union recently - decided to

open a union-operated sot‘léL center
for men in the armed foréés. ThIs is
the first center for servicd un=
der the auspices of a largré ‘%ﬁn:l sige
nificant labor union. The Theater
Department of the ILGWU Will be
in active charge of the cefitéf, which
has been named “Lalfor'-Stage
Dahces.” Women needle frides work-
ers will act as hostesses. "

N i 1Y
This union project is cogamendable

and should be duplicated,Ry. other

labor unions. (The Sta); ist-con-
trolled Office Workers Uplon has
taken the cue and has opened a cen-
ter in New York.) Despite the mo-
tivation of the union offi aTdum in
sponsoring a union social g’gx}ter for
service men, such centers -can. have
genuine value in the main ena.nce of
labor consciousness and. Interest
among the several hundrad thou-
sands of unionists in the Aﬁm}' and
Navy. For there is a reafnee d to tie
the service men more cfosely to
their labor organizations' zt 'home

Canteen “Equality” . sf,.,'
Today there are varioussscanteens
and other social bodies toymrhich men
on furlough can repair for amusee
ment and relaxation. In their mane
ner of functioning, theigs surrounds
rve ems
ployer interests.
These service men cenfers serve
the end of keeping the men from

thinking directly abouk; their own
Jabor and class. probleni§y (both as
soldiers and workers). This is ace

complished in a measure through the
“Hail, fellow! We're all éfials herel®
spirit and hogwash of the social cene
ters and canteens. “Meet- Bill-Doake,
a Broadway celebrity!ls die’s your
dishwasher tonight!” Of-such stuff,
too, is compounded the  hypocrisy
that makes up capitalist society,
which gives occasional:,demonstrae
tions of the association. 9_ the highe
est and lowest in orde_l:.iq maintain
the illusion of equality
nity. st
Soldier-Union Relations -2 .

On the other hand, %42Bor union
centers for returning >séf¥ice men
can be the means for” Adintaining
interést and contact-‘With THEIR
OWN organizations and class of peo=
ple at home. In addition to the sos
cial facilities prowded “through the
union centers, the men cén be kept
abreast of their union ac vitles. Ara
rangements can be made For union
literature to get regularlf to camp;
and, if such publicatioii’ate barred
from the camp, to get’ ﬂ)e union to
insist that the authorities allow the
admission of these publications. And
further, union leaders could speak
regularly at the ¢ i on labor
problems.

The formation of unii:m operated
social centers for servite men today
can serve to keep alive labor and
union consciousness; éivé them the
education necessary’ "“to” " resist the
anti-labor propaganda’ %read in the
camps; and maintain’ their elemens=
tary relations with tHe®Iabor move-

ment. : alripa
X B

H.A.

io29rrt

Buy LA and N1
In Harlem: qi"

125th’ STREET
Northeast corner (9th' Ave,)
Northeast corner (8t Ave.)
Northwest corner (7th.Ave.)
Northwest corner (Lenox Ave.)
Southwest corner (;Lenox Ave,)

116th STREET .
Northeast corner (Lenox: Ave.)

Southeast corner (Lemox: Ave) .

Southwest corner (Lgmex Ave) -

‘W \_,

In Detroit:

LABOR ACTION gag be bou‘hi
each week at the ne\ggsmd at the,

corner of Fori and Woodward. - - : -

=
B el

SR

st &

wit




R i

CEERE

o

B i

o

Lo

R

Rt SO AR e e s

Sl e

ACTION

Work’H% Class Politics—Or Capitalist Po_litics?

At the verys;;!nst minute, in The Militant of October 31, the

" Socialist WorkersiParty issued a statement on “The New York

Elections in whith»it argued for the policy of casting the working
class vote for Dean Alfange, gubernatorial candidate of the Amer-
jcan Labor Partyiin New York, We quote in detail from this state-
ment to show the reasons given by the Cannonites for their deci-
sion, so that thereader may get the full flavor of this crass piece
of opportunism!dommitted in the name of revolutionary socialism:

“In most of #héde elections (in the past few years) the ALP
has found it netessary to nominate some candidates for minor
offices independefifly of the capitalist parties. In every case where
this has been défie'the SWP, making it clear that we oppose the
program of the ALP, has given electoral support to such inde-
pendent candidaﬁ%-" while rejecting those candidates of the ALP
who ran also as e’ﬁﬁdldates of one or another of the bourgeois par-
ties. The guiding'tine which determined our position in each case
is our support ¢f ‘independent political action by the workers.
There is no prinéiple reason to change this position in the present
election. AEELL

“To be sure,’fhk miserable and treacherous leaders of the ALP
find themselves' Edhducting an independent campaign this year
very much against®their will. They are doing so only because the
Democratic Party” tejected their modest request that it nominate
one bourgeois §¢bundrel (Mead) instead of another bourgeois

. scoundrel (Benfidth), and because the sentiments of the workers

forbid them to ‘dfssolve the ALP at Roosevelt’s command.

“But the T¥asons which prompt reformist labor leaders to
sponsor an iﬁﬂependent labor ticket are of no fundamental con-
cern to us. N6t is the personality of the candidate the decisive
question. Alfange, the candidate for governor, is™a political adven-
turer from Tarmiminy Hall. But he is no worse and no better than
the other leading”figures of the ALP, We do not distinguish be-
tween good and-bad-fakers. What is important and decisive is the
fact of an independent. ticket nominated by a party based on trade
unions. We support the leaders or their program. We sup-
vort mdepend \olitical action by the workers. For that reason,
and that reason only, we vote for the independent candidates of
the ALP in thg@esent election.”

SHAME-FACED SUPPORT OF ALP

As can be segpfrom this ample quotation, the opportunists 'Who
wrote the stater®ht are still pretty shame-faced about their policy.
They don't have the courage to come forward with the flat declara-
tion—"Vote for Alfdnge, representative of the idea of independent
workifig class',political action!”—and therefore the statement is
not really uhrrggseﬁ to the workers in general. The Cannonite
leaders have their own ranks to confend with first. That is why,
as the hneuage and tone of the statement show, they are really

addressing themselves to the members and the sympathizers of
the SWP. That is. whom they are trying to convince of their pol-
icy! That is wh;; e statement is not forthright in tenor, but essen-
fially polemical t:;y':d defensive in fone. Against whom are they
polemizing? F whose criticisms are they defending themselves?
Why is the statement on the New York elections signed by the
National Committee of the SWP instead of, as would normally be
the case, by the New York Committee?

Now let us é‘et to the question of the policy itself.

It is qu1te &Piissible, given the state of the working class
movement in this euuntry, for a small revolutionary party, which
is unable to ptft a ‘ticket of its own in the fleld, to ¢all upon the
workers fo vote Yor the candidates of another, non-revolutionary,
political party.’ Bqt only under certain conditions.

First, that Ehe other party is based upon the labor movement,
in other words; that it is a working class and not a capitalist party.

= Secondly, tHAt 'm calling upon workers to support it, the revo-
lutionard party rqakes it perfectly clear that it criticizes the re:
formist chazau:ter,J ‘of the other party, of its program and its Jead-
ersh:p—smce, irh such cases (Labor Parties, Farmer-Labor Parties.
etc) it is alwa;;ﬁ a Teformist party that is involved.

Thirdly, and, most important of all, in each. concrete case,
voting for the reformist party ticket must serve this REVOLU-
TIONARY end; it must contribute to bringing the workers
Into conflict;'as’a class, with the capitalist class and its politi-
cal mrﬁes;.iirlmust serve to sepmte the workers, as a class,

The ”Prof' t System -- the Fly
In Mr. W:I"ue s Ointment
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from the capitalists and their political parties and factions; it
must serve to heighten the olass consciousness and feeling of
solidarity of the workers. If, in the concrete, a vote for a re-
formist party does these things, even if in the smallest substan-
11al degree, it is proper for a revolutionary party to endorse the
other pariy.

Failing to meet these conditions, a vote for another political
party, even if it goes by the name of “Labor,” is opportunistie, is
a disavowal of revolutionary principle, is sometimes downright
betrayal of socialism and at all times in conflict with the best in-
terests of the working class. The revolutionary socialist then
frankly prefers not to vote at all, indifferent fo the epithet of “Ab-

stentionist!” because he is merely abstaining from playing CAPI--

TALIST POLITICS. He confines himself to utilizing whatever
interest there is in the elections to stimulate the interest and sup-
port of workers in the socialist program for which his own revo-
lutionary party stands.

AN OPPORTUNIST, POLITICAL DECEFTION

Did the ALP ticket, or even the nomination of the “indepen-
dent” candidate for Governor, in the New York State elections
this year meet these conditions? Did it, ag the Cannonites say, rep-
resent “the idea of independent political action by the workers”?
Is the Cannonite analysis of the ALP posttion correct? No, it is
an opportunistic political deception through and through. Every-
body seems to have understood the real situation, but not the lead-
ers of the SWP.

When the Cannonites write that “the sentimentis of the
workers forbid them (the ALP bosses) to dissolve the ALP at
Roosevelt’s command,” they show that they either do not un-
derstand what happened right before their very eyes, or they
don’t care to understand. Roosevelt had not the faintest desire
to see the ALP dissolved in the present election. Exactly the
contrary! The ALP’s “independent” nomination for Governor
was absolutely indispensable to the plans of THE REAL
ROOSEVELT PARTY. That is how things were in reality and
that’s how every intelligent person understood them. We give
the faots for readers outside of New York, whose local news-
papers may not have given them the detfails familiar to every-
body in ihe Empire State.

Ever since the last presidential election, a stiff internecine con-
flict has raged in the Democratic Party between the *progressive”
Roosevelt group and the conservatives, best represented by James
A, Farley. Farley sought the presidential nomination, but lost it
to Roosevelt, who ran for a third term and was elected. For the
past two years Farley has been laying the grounds for a more suc-
cessful fight against Roosevelt at the Democratic nominating con-
vention in 1944, There Farley intended (and perhaps still 'intends)
to win the nomination either for himself or for one of his men,
against the nomination of Roosevelt again or of a Roosevelt man,
in case a fourth term is out of the guestion.

The fight for the Democratic nomination foy Governor of New
York was a decisive stage in this open struggle for control of the
national party and the coming presidential nomination. Farley, as
New York Democratic state chairman, put forward the candidacy
of John J. Bennett, a docile nonentity. Roosevelt promoted the
candidacy of the New Deal stooge, another nonentity named James
Mead, senator from' New York. Each side understood that control
of the state meant control of the powerful and almost decisive
state delegation to the 1944 nominating convention. Roosevelt
pressed his candidate with the open hint that if Farley-Bennett
won the nomination, the Democrats would lose the election be-
cause Roosevelt would not be behind him. Farley said, in effect,
we can win with Bennett even if Roosevelt doesn't support him.

ALP PLAYS STOOGE ROLE FOR FDR

What role did the ALP play? Pure and simple stooge of Roose
velt! It shouted: We want Roosevelt's man nomingted by the Dem-
ocrats! If he isn't nominated, the Democrats can't win New York
because we will not support Bennett or any other Farley man! Ii
Bennett is put up, we'll put up a candidate of our own, that is, a
genuine Roosevelt man, that 13, a candidate of the real Roosevelt
party!

Should Labor Have Supported Dean Alfange in the Elections ?

Farley & Co. did not listen. They were out to break the con-
trol of Roosevelt, to break their past dependency upon the ALFP
bureaucrats and the votes they could snaggle for the Democratic
candidates in the past (like Lehman and Roosevelt), and ride into
power in New York on a wave of conservative reaction from New
Dealism. So, in defiance of Roosevelt and his ALP henchmen,
Farley licked Mead and put over Bennett at the Roosevelt-baiting
Democratic convention in Brooklyn.

Now follow closely fthe ensuing events. They show a classic
example of the cynicism of capitalist politics in general, and of
capitalist politics in the labor movement.

What was Roosevelt to do now? What was the loud-mouthed
ALP bureaucracy to do? Farley had called their hand. He de-
manded that they support Bennett, with the implication that even
if Bennett wasn't an ideal liberal, he was better to have in office
than the Hooveristic crew and mentality represented by Dewey
and the Republican mob. Farley was especlally convinced that
he had Roosevelt hip and thigh, because he knew that Roosevelt's
position in the Democratic Party as a whole is such that he DARES
NOT pull a Teddy Roosevelt “Bull Moose” break right now, that
he dares not “take a walk” out of the party as Al Smith did in
1936, Among other reasons, he dares not do this for fear of
strengthening a precedent for other Democrats doing the same
thing in 1944 should Roosevelt get himself nominated again. Far-
ley was right, formally. But Roosevelt outsmarted him in the es-
sence of the matter!

What about the ALP fakers? They sat in their convention
back rooms biting their nails. They couldn’t nominate Mead, be-
cause Mead would no more break with the official Democratic
machine and ticket now than Roosevelt would, Yet they had no
other purpose than to keep Roosevelt and the real Roosevelt party
(i.e, machine) in power, locally and nationally, How accomplish
it? We don’t know what political shyster-genius suggested the
idea, or whether it came right from the White House or not. But
that's not important. The important thing is the way it was done.

The “honorable labor men” kept the ALP convention dele-
gates cooling their heels and after several secret sessions of the
very uppermost bureaucracy, they brought forth a dark horse
named Dean Alfange, a nohody who makes such nonentities as
Bennett and Mead look like titans of history. A Tammany
Hall member, he wasn't even a member of the ALP. But that
didn’t matter to the ALP hosses. They weren’t out for an inde-
pendent tickef; théy were out to serve the Roosevelt political
interests, as they have done for ten years. And—give the devil
his due—they mdde no particular effort to conceal the fact!

Mr. Nobody Alfange was put over on the bewildered ALP dele-
fates. Roosevelt and his cohorts were delighted! The Smash-
Farley-Save-Roosevelt plan was now airtight. Here is how it was
to work out:

THE ROOSEVELT STRATEGY

The "independent” ALP candidate for Governor was to run
and keep running in order to make sure Bennett was defeated.
Most of the other state-wide Democratic candidates who were
acceptable to Roosevelt and Lehman-like Poletti and O'Leary—
would be endorsed (and presumably elected) by the ALP. This
would show the Democratic Party people in New York that any-
one Roosevelt okayed could be elected in New York, but that any-
one nominated against his wishes would go down to defeat—thus
depriving thousands of deserving Democrats of patronage and all
other plums of office. It would show them that Farley is a jinx
to all hungry Democrats and should be run out of control of the

New York machine before the all-important 1944 nominating con- -

vention opens its sessions.
At-the same time, by this clever plan, Roosevelt would “re-

main in the clear.” Why? Because FORMALLY, he stayed ‘regu- _

lar,” that is, in spite of the defeat of his own man, he gave three
public endorsements to Farley’s man, Bennett. Thus he could say:
You see, boys, once you turned down my nominee, not even m
endorsements could get your nominee (i.e., Farley’s nomine
elected. But as everyone with half an eye could see, Roosevelt's
“endorsements” of Bennett were so frigid that it's God’s wonder
that the poor fellow wasn’t stricken with pneumonia.

The Roosevelt sirategy was positively double-edged in its
cleverness. By defeating Benneit, the New Deal machine would
dispose effectively of rival Farley in the 1944 campaign. But at
the same time it would elect Dewey to the governorship,
strengthen his claim to the Republican presidential nomination
in 1944 and thus confront the Roosevelt candidate with what
they consider a push-over, as compared with the more popu-
lar, “liberal” Republican possibility, Wi!lklg.

Well, the strategy worked like a charm, except for the fact
that the Dewey sweep was so strong that it carried the rest of the
Republican ticket and defeated, by a very narrow margin, the
Democratic state candidates who were also endorsed by the ALP.

What role. did the ALP play in the election? It was assigned
by the New Deal ‘machine to carry out the task of...doing its dirty
work, that's all. We repeat: everybody in New York who under-
stands anything, understood the whole scheme—-everybody but
the Cannonites.

“Dewey is the lesser evil,” was the frank statement of David
Dubinsky, president of the Ladies Garment Workers Union
and one of the REAL bosses of the ALP, in calling upon the
workers to vote for Alfange. “Some may ask: is it to the in-
terest of President Roosevelt to have Dewey elected Governor?
Is not Dewey a potential candidate for President in 19447 Well,
between the two evils of losing his own party or of having
Dewey the candidate for President on the Republican ticket
in 1944, it is more important that Roosevelt retain control of
his own party.” (New York Times, October 21.)

The Stalinists, who also ran an “independent” candidate for
Governor, also understood this obvious strategy. One of the CP
spokesmen, Gilbert Green, put it this way in the text of an elec-
tion speech over WQXR in answer to a question of the meaning
of a Dewey vlctory. “As for the President, his,prestige will be
all the greater, for then it will be abundantly clear that had his
choice, Senator Mead, been the Democratic candidate, his election
would have been assured.... If the policy we suggest is pursued,
Bennett will trail far behind the other Democratic state-wide can-
didates. Once again it will prove that the President's strength in
New York State far exceeds that of Farley and Hoover.,”

Even pro-Alfange PM understood the scheme, “If Dewey wins,-
he at least will have pulled most of the teeth with which Jim
Farley bit out control of the Democratic Party in New York.” (Oe-
tober 29.)

In a word, NOBODY with political understanding was deceived
by the “independence” of the political action represented by Al-
fange’s nomination—nobody but the Cannonite politicians.

Alfange’s nomination DID NOT serve the cause of inde-
pendent working class political action—he was nothing more
and nothing less than the stalking horse for the New Deal's
determination to keep control of the Democratic Party., To
separate Alfange's “independent” nomination from all the real
and overwhelming circumstances in which this candidacy orig-
inated and grew is.sheer abstractionism; it is not revolutionary
politics or intelligent thinking of any kind. At best, it is politi-
cal amateurishness and ignorance of Marxist politics in general
and current politics in particular; at worst—and that's what
the growing right wing tendency in the SWP leads us to be-
lieve—it is the crassest opportunism.

Alfange's nomination and campaign, a vote for Alfange, did not
meet the elementary conditions outlined above for working class
support of a political party or ticket. It did NOT represent inde-
pendent working class political action. It was a cynical continua-
tion by the ALP bureaucracy of the capitalist political action they
have imposed from the very beginning upon the rank and ﬁle

“who make up the party.

As for the Cannonite endorsement of the Alfange eandi. -
dacy; it is an opportunist deception of revolitionary militants—~
who make up the supporters of the SWP, It cannot be consid-
ered an iselated or episodic error, however, If is of & piece
with the right wing trend which has grown in the SWP since
the war began and which became especially pronounced after '
Leon Trotsky was murdered and the SWP was lefi to the sole
leadership of the theoretical sterility and political opportunism
represented by Cannon and his satellites. M. 8.
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The News in Brief Form

“Children between the ages of seven and thirteen reflect the
cynical, disillusioned attitude prevalent just after World War I,
with no positive idea of what we are fighting for this time, ae-
cording to a study made...by two Bellevue Hospifal psychia-
trists. ‘Glorification of war was conspicuous by its absence and
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Anti-Labor
Policy--

(Continued from page 1)
ing and demonsiration of itz owm
strength,

By GERTRUDE:SHAW

Wendell Willkie returned from his
trip around theiiworld and made
what sounded.like a very liberal—if
not revolutionary—speech.

“Down with the“Colonial System”
—“Down with 'Imperialism” — “Up
with the Freedomi-of the Asiatic Peo-

! ple” —these, presiimably, are Will-
' kie’s brand-new Sl

gans.

Unless one beliéVes in Santa Claus,
he knows instinctively that there is a
fly in this ointment—or two or three.
There is no Sanfa Claus—and the
would-be Presideny, of this imperial-
ist nation does not come out for the
end of world 1mper1allsm-—that is,
NOT REALLY. i, |

Hand-Writing on m‘é' Wall

There are twa Teasons behiuu
Willkie's venture Jinfo “revolution-
ary” international politics. One is
immediate, connegted with the ur-
gent need on the aﬁj; of the United
Nations to change tﬁe course the war
has thus far taken. ,.Fhe other reason
is' more far-sighted . gnd has to do
with’ the future of };mencan impe-
arialism—in short, vj&hhfeatherlng its
nest.

As to the first point, it is obvious

. to Mr. Willkie, as to everyone else

who doesn't wear blmders, that the
far-Eastern coIomaI people will not

. fight to defend them Status quo. To

enslaved peoples” if_naturally does
not seem worth while to give up
their lives in the fire of war for the
privilege of - continuing to be ex-
ploited and toriured by the some-

what slower processes of imperialist

rule.

If the colonial peoples fight the
Japanese, ‘it will be independent
peoples, battling to maintain and
make - secure the{P independence.
Willkie is intelligen
the hand-writing ony;the wall—and
politician enough to pretend that the
hand-writing is his own slogan.

His “Anti- lmperialis:ﬁa’\

To understand tﬁ‘é’*&econd Teason
for Willkie’s messtahitposturing one

' must know a wee bit/%bout the his-

tory of American-offiperialism. It

-must be rememberégsihat America

is a comparative :éwlomer among
the imperialist nations. It came upon
the scene as an independeént nation
when the old capitalist systems of
FEurope were already well established
—with their.world e:er%res seeming-
1y locked in their safé™teposit vaulis.

As the United Sfatéd grew in eco-

'm_lc power, . as- sdbnexXpanded and

enough to see.

branched ouf into the world market,
it. had to batter down the closed
doors of British, French, Dutch,
German and other imperialisms. In
that perverted sense, America has
always been “anti-imperialist.” But
this kind of “anti-imperialism,” when
translated info realistic language,
simply meant “ME TOO!” Strident,
young Yankee imperialism was push-
ing through the closed doors barred
to it by the old-time world-wide
exploiters.

This is the explanation, for in-
stance, of the open-door policy of the
United States in China. On the face
of it, it sounded like freedom itself
—the open door. In actuality, it
meant only freedom for the Ameri-
can merchants and investors to ex-
ploit the Chinese masses along with
the British, German and French ex-
ploiters. When the American breed
did eaSe into- China, they grabbed
the dame kind of extra-territorial
privileges that fhe other capitalist
nations enjoyed, and merrily pro-
ceeded to rake in profits out of the
sweat of the Chinese people,

Where the United States capital-
ists did not have to buck up against
the superior forces of the European
empires, its “anti-imperialism” was
put under the mattress for safe-
keeping. That happened, for instance,
when the “outposts of democracy”
were established in the Philippines,
in Hawaii and other Pacific islands.
Also when, with the aid of the “keep

off the grass” sign known as the

Monroe Doctrine, the American
strain of imperialism took rootg in
the Caribbean, in Central America,
in South America.”

“Me Too!"—“Me Alone!”

In a word, American imperialism
is “anti-imperialist” when it is
knocking at the doors to trade and
profit locked by other powers. But
it forgets all about “anti-imperial-
ism” when its own exclusive hunting
grounds are involved. The deter-
mining force, in both cases,is lust for
profits and interest, for investments,
markets and expanded capital, for
raw materials and cheap, exploitable
labor.

Does Mr. Willkie's fine - sounding
speech mark a departure from this
proved imperialist policy? On the
contrary—IT IS RIGHT IN LINE
WITH THIS POLICY!

American imperialism stands to
gain only if British, Dutch, French
colonial masters are permanently
driven out of their eolonies, The Jap-

anese and German military machines
have successfully attacked the Euro-
pean empires on the war front. The
peoples of the colonies have them-
selves successfully attacked on the
internal political front. European
imperialism is caught in a vise. Mr.
Willkie gives the screw a little turn.

Now if, in addition, the up-start
imperialist gang of Japan and the
die-hard imperialist gangsters of
Germany are licked by the “arsenal
of democracy,” then, for the first
time in history, all the doors of the
world will be wide open to economic
penetration and domination by
American capital—without the both-
er of climbing over the numerous
barriers set up by those powerful
old-time competitors, the British.
Duich, French and German colonia’
masters.

The Spider and the Fly

To Mr., Willkie, representative of
Morgan
President of capitalist America, the
vision of such limitless opportuni-

- ties for exploitation brings high en-

thusiasm. Certainly, down with the
BRITISH colonial system. Definite-
ly, down with JAPANESE imperial-
ism. And up with the freedom of
the Asiatic peoples to be under the
tender mercy of American capitalism
alone. Once the “anti-imperialism”
of American imperialism meant “Me
Too!” Today it means “Me Alone!”

This is the correct interpretation
of Mr. Willkie’s new-found “ideal-
ism.” His palm itches and his heart
overflows with “friendship” for the
Asiatic peoples—the kind of friend-
ship that the spider has for the fly

Any AMERICAN who -comes out
with the slogan “Down with Imperi-
alism” can be sincere only if he
means to begin at home. “Down with
Imperialism” coming from the mouth
of .an American must mean “Down

~with "AMERICAN Capitalism” and

“Down with thel, Profit System
HERE.” Therefore, neither Mr. Will-

kie nor Mr, Roosevelt nor any other’

prophet of the profit system can be
sincere about freeing the colonial
peoples.

But ihe American working class
can be sincere. It has no reason to
exploif its fellow workers anywhere.
It can help the Asiatic peoples in
their splendid struggle for freedom
—but not by taking the slipperv
hand of a Willkie.

Socialism Is Freedom

The working class must make its

sta_nc.l against its own capitalist sys-
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surprisingly few thought of war in terms of bravery, heroism,

freedom and patriotism,’ these observers found. °‘If anything,”

there was a glorification of peace’”—Scientific American.
This younger generation!

“David K. Niles is an administrative assistan{ to the Presi-
dent who does all kinds of special jobs that are not supposed to
be talked abouf.... Right now he is working on the fourth

Not for the preseni, anyway!

Seeks Dictatorial Powers - -

{Continued from page 1)

advantage of, THE - WORKER—nol
to the WMC or the boss! The pro-

_ posal is therefore a threat to unions
interests and would-be

with hiring hall power: “Knuckle
under, take my Iirections, or else. ..”

Now it is quite possible that nei-
ther of these proposals will be legis-

tem—whose lust for profits and in-

terest, for infestments, markets and

expanded capital, for raw materials
and - cheap exploitable Ilabor, can
mean only exploitation at home and
abject slavery for the backward
peoples.

At its best the “freedom” Mr. Will-
kie dangles before the ‘nose of ihe
Asiatic peoples could be what was
promised the Filipinos under the
false label of “independence.”
economic domination of those islands
by American capitalism was so com-
plete that any “independent” gov-
ernment could be nothing more than
a puppet on the strings of American
control.

Mr. Willkie is right about the pro-

gressive role to be played by Amer- s

ica today—but not through the Will-
kies. Progress lies only in America’s
working clags, ¥Yes, the American
working class can he the pioneers
of a new freedom — the freedom
which - only international secialism
can today bring.

The lead of the American workers
will be eagerly followed by the
workers of England and Germany,
of France and Italy, or Russia and
Japan. Then world imperialism will
collapse. Then ALL the peoples of
the world will indeed be free.

The .

lated or decreed in the form pre-
sented. But we would be foolish to
minimize the danger. The New York
Times, reporting the recommenda-
tions, gave them an unusually prom-
inent place on its front page, second
only to the fighting on Guadalcanal.
The' editors of the Times were evi-

dently enthusiastic for the general -

idea behind the recommendations,
and for good reason. They represent
Wall Street, the big bosses. Anything
that fetters labor, restricts its abil-
ity to function militantly, is right
up the Times' alley.

By the same token it is no good
for labor. We should now be “dou-
bly vigilant, From the start, labor
has been opposed {o a manpower
dictator. Gradually, however, that
dictatorial noose has been and is
being slipped over Ilabor’s neck.
Carelessness or foolish confidence
that “it won't be passed” is pre-
cisely what will result in the en-
actmeni or decreeing of these rec-

1, ommendations. It doesn't matter if

the specific recommendations are
not followed to the leiter. What
does matter iy that, regardless of
the changes thet may be made in

the specific text, the possibility re-
mains that the CONCEPTS and
general purpose they advance will
be adopted. '

We are opposed to any kind of
manpower dictator. We' would be
opposed to it no matter who held

the dictator’s seat. The fact that
McNutt is in the saddle merely
makes us more suspicious. McNutt,
we repeat, was, when he was gover-
nor of .Indiana, known in the labor
movement as the Hoosier Hitler.
About all that labor can find in his
favor is summed up in a phrase re-
ported to have been used by a Fili-
mo when McNutt was High Com-
missioner to the Ph.lhppmes: “He's a
very handsome man.” In accordance
with that judgment, we propose that
he be made chief profile for the col-
lar ads.

Labor has spiked, FOR THE PRES-
ENT, the “draft labor” legislation.
Spiked it by raising a furor. That
same kind of furor is necessary to
spike the latest McNutt idea. And
is must be done NOW, BEFORE the
proposals wheedle their way through
in one form or another, It may be
too late if we wait for it to be in-

corporated in legislation or Roose-

velt decree. The time to act against
a recommendation is when it is still
a recommendation, BEFORE it be-

© gcomes legislation.

Attention, Los Angeles Workers!
The address of the Labor Action office in Los Angeles is:
233 South Brudwey, Room 415 % .

' government

Decrees Nullify Workers' Righis

5. However, powerful and- influen-
tial as the WLB has proved, the Ad-
ministration was still fearful of la-
bor’s resentment and the possible
outbreak of labor actions: strikes.
Therefore, it took still another meae~
sure, far more meaningful than any
hitherto, to hog-tie labor's interests:
and needs.

By Roosevelt's Executive Order,
as enunciated in the general Price
Control Order, the right to strike
under any circumstances became a
dead letter so far as government
policy is concerned. Second, direct
negotiations between the bosses
and the workers in regard to
wages, working and union condie
tions, etc,, also became a dead lete
ter. For any wage contracis are
rived at through this customary
procedure are VOID unless the
itself sanctions and
approves the agreement!

Thus the institution 'of collective
bargaining, already reeling from
government blows and from the
abandonment by the uniomrr leader-
ship of the use of striking power, is
formally buried — presumably only
for the duration of the imperialist
war,

Revive Fighting Policy!

But it must be further noted tha
when reactionary, anti-labor legisla
tion (e.g, the Smith Bill) was intro
duced in Congress before Pearl Har
bor it failed of enactment becaus
of strong, vocal and militant oppost
tion by organized labor, which rec
ognized the deadly significance o
such legislation. One year later, th.
bitter enemies of labor have achievet
the same end through Roosevell’
executive order.

Hence, by decree and dictatoria
practices—in ‘a process as yet fa;
from completed—the Roosevelt Ad-
ministration steadily and persistent-
ly marks out its course in relation te
labor's needs and demands. In nexi
week’s article we shall shew how
deeply and far-reaching governnient

Iabor pclicy has developed in these

directf'ons; and the dire consequences
of this policy .to the labor move- .
ment unless the working class turns

.. consciously to a nulitant policy ot S

mnstenco._ _
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Lenin and the
Russian Revolution

There were a great many men associated with the Russian
Revolution which brought the working class to stale power for
the first time in nfodern history, but none were so important to
its success as N. Lenin. Lenin was the outstanding leader of the
Russian Social Democratic Labor Party (Bolsheviks), the organiza-

~tion of the Russian workers. He organized that party, directed its
growth over many years, prepared it for the struggle to liberate
the Russian masses from the slavery of Czarism, educated its mem-
bers and leaders and led it in the revolution which brought the
workers and peasants to power. This revolution freed them from
exploitation by Russia’s corrupt and decayed capitalist class, the
degenerated nobility and rent-hungry landlords.

As a man, Lenin was unique in history. From early manhood
he devoted himself to the aim of organizing the masses of his
country for the purpose of freeing them. All his life was spent on
that single task. He wished to destroy poverty and exploitation.
He sought to abolish the wage system which enslaved the workers
in the factories; he fought to free the millions of peasants from
the cruel tortures of the Russian landlords.

To realize this aim, he knew that the overthrow of the
nobility and landlords and the establishment of a “democratic”
capitalist nation would merely signify exchanging one set of
masters for another, the class of financiers and industrialists.
He fought for a socialist revelution, one which would forever
eliminate the exploitation of man by man, one which would
free the people economically, politically andsocially. Lenin's

. great contribdtion to history is the proof he presented that
under the conditions of modern world capitalism no freedom
can be won for the people except through the establishment
of the direct political power of the workers and the reorganiza-
tion of economy along socialist lines, preparing the develop-
ment of society on a completely socialist basis.

" PROPOSES “ALL POWER TO THE SOVIETS”

TLenin was not interested merely in freeing the Russian people.
Socialist internationalism was his creed. He knew that even if
the Russian workers and peasants established their power, it could
only be the first step in the liberation of all humanity. For the
task of socialists is to establish socialism over the entire globe,
since socialism could not be built in a single country. Did this
mean postponing the job in one country? Not at all! Lenin showed
that imperialist capitalism is a world economic system, therefore
the victory of the workers in one country marked the first step,
but an INDISPENSABLE step in the struggle for the genuine free-
dom and equality of all peoples! The socialist revolution would
fome in that country which was the weakest link in the impe-
rialist chain. That weakest link was Czarist Russia. :

Thus, when the imperialist war of 1914-18 broke out, all the
rottenness of Russian capitalism was spewed forth, Corrup-
{ion ruled the country; the industrialists were gorging them-
selves with war profits; the landlords increased their wealth,
and the army was graft-ridden. In contrast to the well-being
of Russia’s upper classes, the workers, peasanis and soldiers
suffered greatly. The workers and peasants were poveriy-
stricken; ,the soldiers were ill-clad, ill-fed, ill-housed and ill-
armed!

Hardly a person in the world did not know that an explosion
miust come in Russia. Two years after Russia had enteréd the war,
the storm broke out. In February, 1917, the masses took to the
stréats and the Czarist government was overthiéwin. ‘But.in its
place was set up the provisional government headed by a new set
of capitalists and landlords. No real change followed for the peo-
ple. There was no jmprovement in their economic conditions; the
new government had no intention of stopping the war which was
destroying hundreds of thousands of their helpless comrades.
Land, Peace and Bread! These were the things which the Russian
people wanted most. But ‘these were things which the new gov-
ernment would not give to its people.

At this time Lenin was in Switzerland, exiled by ‘the Czar. He
watched the events from afar and tried to communicate his views
and his program to his party. Without him, his party floundered.
It had no decisive program except that of critical support to the
Provisional Government. Lenin tried to change the direction of
his party. He did so by a sharp criticism of its leadership in Rus-
sia (Stalin, Kamenev and Molotov) and proposed a new policy: the
Bolsheviks must prepare to take state power and put into effect
the program of the masses.

When Lenin arrived in Russia he presented his program to
his party and fought until that program was adopted. It called
fop an extension of the revolution. “All Power to the Soviets”
was the slogan which Lenin put before the people. As the
organization of the workers, peasants and soldiers, such a gov-
ernment would be the only truly democratic government for
the Russian masses.

“Land, Peace and Bread!” This, the capitalist government, tied
to the capitalists of other counfries, would never grant to the peo-
ple! Therefore, the people must take power themselves! Lenin
won the party to his side; the party won the people and on No-
vémber 7, 1917, the Russian masses took power and established the
Soviet Republic.

DEATH MARKS A TURNING POINT

The actions of this Workers, Peasants and Soldiers Govern-
ment were to grant economic, political and social freedom to all
the peoples which inhabited the countiry. Freedom of organiza-
tion, freedom of speech, freedom of assemblage and, above all,
economic freedom. They were to be the masters of their own fate.

Before he finished his great work, death took him. His death
marked a turning point in Soviet Russian history. The bureau-
cracy, led by Stalin, usurped the power of the Russian masses.
The Bolshevik Party was destroyed. The trade unions were com-
pletely emasculated. The Soviets lost their power. Thus, more
than fifteen years of Staliriist has resulted in a defeat of the glori-
ous Russian Revoluiion and the rise to power of a mew. class of
bureaucrats and the destruction of the power of the workers.

But Lenin left an unblemished mark on history. He was
the greatest historical figure of modern times. He taught the
workers and the poor how to achieve freedom. He showed the
way to socialism. He was an internationalist who built a party
in one country which had an INTERNATIONAL purpose, He
built an international party.

A simple man, completely devoted to the cause of humanity,
a man of penetrating intelligence, an enormous political thinker
and an intelligent propagandist of socialism, Lenin served his class
and laid the foundation for its eventual liberation.

—November 7, lQlf = - The‘GrealeSl D&y' inrllistory iR i - g
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against the soviets. American soldiers and workers gave
evidence -of solidarity. The German workers cheered
them on. They were fighting the battle of the workers
all over the world, and workers everywhere knew: it. The
capitalist governments knew it too, and feared them.

They did not, however, expect to fight this battle
alone. They knew that what they had begun had to
be continued and spread, had to be consolidated in
other countries, notably in Germany, where, as one of
the first effects of the Russian Revolution, the Kaiser's
government had been toppled, Germany’s workers
were ready to go further, and they did go out in re-
bellion. But the same “"wise men,” who called them-
selves “'socialists” and who had told the Russian
masses “it can’t be done,” smothered the German
Revolution, trained guns on the rebelling workers and
assassinated the leaders, Rosa Luxemburg and Karl
Liebknecht.

The revolution in Russia could not live by itself, par-
ticularly in a country so impoverished as Russia. Lenin
and Trotsky knew that, taught that and fanned the
flames of revolution in Germany. But in the failure of
the revolution in the West, that is in the criminal assault

of the “wise men’’ of German “‘socialism” on the revola-

tion—in this failure the Russian Revolution suffered its
first great defeat. :

Under Lenin and Trotsky property was nationalized,
that is, taken over by the state as the instrumentality
of the class rule of the workers. Slowly they began
to build that democracy which is the essential lever of
socialist production and life—that REAL democracy
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which can only be achieved unde;‘ ;ocinlism. They

sought to wipe out the vestiges of inequality, they
sought to develop the productive techniques and abil-
ities of the country with the ultimate goal of econo-
mizing human labor and satisfying all wants under a
structure of planned production. Above  all; - they
looked forward to the revolution in the West which
would free Russia from its isolation.

But Lenin, the genius of the revolution died. Reaction
triumphed in Europe, the revolution seemed remote. And
on the tidal waters of European reaction, the Stalinist
bureaucracy, turning its eyes away from the revolution
abroad, swept into power and began that process of
strangulation which eventually resulted in the complete
suffocation of the workers’ state.

Where Lenin and Trotsky had fought bureaucrat-
ism, where they had encouraged the democratic par-
ticipation of the masses in the institutions of the work-
ers’ state, Stalin nurtured bureaucratism, systematically
destroyed the institutions of democratic control—the
soviets gnd the Bolshevik party itself—and finally es-
tablished his bureaucracy as the privileged, as the rul-
ing class of Russia.

Lenin and Trotsky had seen the function of democracy
nat only as a splendid goal in itself, but as the very es-
sence of economic advance, socialist planning, and the
eventual liquidation of all classes in a brotherhood of
man. In the workers’ state they led and helped create
democracy, and its continual extension, was an irreplace-
able objective. But Stalin did replace it, replaced it with
his own bureaucratic mdchinery, persecuted to the point
of murder all who stood in his way and destroyed every
last democratic right of the Russian people.

Lenin and Trotsky had been internationalists. But
Stalin was a nationalist. Where Lenin and Trotsky had
sought to promote the revolution abroad, Stalin
blocked it. He crippled the Chinese revolution as he
later stifled working class action in Germany when
Hitler took power, and the workers” revolution in Spain
when Franco challenged the Spanish people.

Stalin has destroyed the workers’ state. He has de-
pressed the living standards of the masses; he has wid-
ened the gap of economic inequality. He has created a
new ruling class, in his bureaucracy, a ruling class which
enjoys its privileges through its control of the state appa-
ratus and the totalitarian subjugation of the people of
Russia.

But while Stalin has destroyed the workers’ state
created in the fires of 1917, he has not destroyed the
example it set, nor can he destroy its inspiration for
all future generations. What the workers did in 1917
can and WILL be repeated. Monumental obstacles
were in their way, the possibilities looked bleak—but
only to those who lacked the conviction of socialist
triumph. .

The future looks bleak today too, in truth more so than
in 1917. But the ground is stirring. We are faced with
this alternative — either fascist barbarism or socialist
freedom. We must be conscious of that and make others
conscious of it too, and unitedly strive*for our own ob-
jective.

The impulses toward freedom in socialist liberation
are too great to be stifled. For that way alone lies
freedom from want and despair. That way alone lies
abundance and plenty and the fulfillment of human-
ity’s desires. The revolution begun in 1917 WILL be
continued. It will sweep aside the Stalinist betrayers
as it will sweep aside all the tyrannies of the world.

The workers of Russia realized in 1917 the power that
rests in their independent action. Let us keep the mem-
ory of that victory alive, Keep it alive in understanding
the indestructible power of INDEPENDENT WORKING
CLASS ACTION. Keep it alive in working day ‘by day,
every day, for that noblest aspiration of all: SOCIALIST
BROTHERHOOD.

“Democracy’”’ at Work in Chicago

Democracy is on the march in Chicago. At the head of the pro-
cession are an obscure little police lieutenant and an equally ob-
seure little local police court udge.

It seems that some workers at the Wood Manufacturing Co.
in Chicago were having some difficulties with their boss. So far
as the press reports go, the trouble was of the kind that occurs
day in and day out in numerous plants throughout the country.
Most unions and most companies have a regular procedure for
handling such difficulties. The federal government has established
a procedure in labor disputes. There are federal and state laws

for the determination of procedure in labor disputes. But it seems

that neither the little local judge, one Oscar Caplan, nor the littlc
cop, one George Barnes, ever heard of any.of these laws ol pro
cedures.

Two Negro officers of the AFL Automobile Workers Union wer.
arrested by Barnes, hauled before Caplan and fined $200 each fo

takingpart in a slow-down strike at the Wood plant. One was @

vice-president and one a steward of the union. It was charged
that not only did the two union officers take part in the slow-down
but they refused to order the men to speed up production wher
Cop Barnes told them to. '

It seems that Barnes—who is a member of-something known
as the. “labor detail” of the Chicago police department—entered
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the plant and took over the direction of operations in place of the
management. The two union officials were arrested and charged
with “disorderly conduct’—that time-worn charge which the cops
use when they have no case or when they are stalling for time in
which to fabricate a case.

This is proved by the remarks of the judge. Caplan said: “This
is probably the first case of its kind in the couniry. THERE IS NO
CHARGE TO COVER THE CASE; the crime is greater than the
‘harge” Then Caplan in the manner of all fakers began to shed
ears for organized labor: “I don’t want fo punish you men. I be-
iéve in organized labor. But we have to deliver for the govern-
nent these days—union or no union. I myself, have put in an
pplication for a war job.... A slow-down in a war plant is plain
“icious sabotage. Any action like this for the benefit of the few i
2dition and we can say treasonable.”

These men, according to Caplan are guilty of all these high
:rimes and offenses, yet “there is no charge to cover the case.”
They are fined $200. But this little local police court judge knows
tull well that he can’t make it stick, so the fines are held “in abey-
ance” until January 15. They will be vacated then if there are no
more offenses; that is, if there is no more “vicious sabotage” for
which, according to Caplan, there is no “charge.”

This Caplan is nothing more than a vicious little local figure
who seized on this case as an opportunity to exhibit his miserable
little self and get his name in the papers. He is irying to make
good as the best of the country’s front rank and loudest yelling
“patriots.” The best he has been able to do so far in his desire to
strut before the public is to ride the backs of two workers who
were trying to improve the lot of the men they represented. Per-
haps this little shyster thinks that he will get a better paying “war
job” now that he has become a national figure.

There is one other comment that must be made about this inci-
dent. What kind of labor union is the AFL Auto Workers Union
if it tolerates such action as-this from a petty judge? What kind of
labor movement is there in Chicago that a cheap hﬂ;;g‘pélice judge
has the effrontery to pull off such a.tfick as this? YRS
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- sian people. Bul he wanted socialism for the

“““~complete degeneration-of Stalin was the-deportation of Trof-

ism found himself in exile, wandering from one European

Troisky and the
Russian Revolution

The man who, -next to Iﬁﬁn, was most redpensible for the vigs -
tory of the Russian workers and peasants if'“the revolution of '
November, 1917, was Leon Trotsky. Lenin''difid Trotsky—these
were the two names always associated in the Fpperts and histories
of the Russian Revolution. They were the {wo great leaders of
oppressed humanity 'in the twentieth century, as Marx and Engels
were the leaders of these people in the ninetgenth century when
they established the principles of scientific socialism.

Trotsky entered the Russian labor movemefit at a very early -
age when he sought lo organize the workers/dfi;.small industrial
towns of Southern Russia. From that time on>his entire life was
devoted to the job of emancipating the. oppressed peoples of the
world from bosses’ exploitation and imperiali@;}_rule. )

T s

At the age of twenty-six he was electefl*president of the
St. Petersburg Soviet (workers’ council). Thik %as the time of
the Russian Revolution of 1905.  Even though the Russian
masses lost in this struggle for freedom, thé¥dearned invalu- -
able lessons in the battle against Czarism. For the revolution
cl':}r:zlm served as a preparatory school for the revolutioniof

. . LA

For his “crimes” of ﬂghfing on the side of {He workers and
po_zasa._nts, Trotsky was many times arrested and”twice exiled to G
Siberia. This only intensified his determinatitht 1o fight against

TROTSKY
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the cruel and corrupt system of capitalism in.'{}tussia. During the

years he spent in Europe as an exile, he devoted himself to the
one task of winning the victory in Russia. r‘*’f

ABOVE ALL—AN INTERNATIONALIST

Like Lenin, however, Trotsky was an inte
pointed out that the conditions of the worke
the colonial peoples of the world were all essert
wanted socialism in Russia because he Wante't{g

onalist, i.e, he

all of humanity could be freed from poverty, exploitation and the’
creed of the capitalist profit-mongers. . 3 N
He was against the imperialist war of 1914s18.and because he
fought against it openly in the newspapers he &d¥gd, the govern-*
ments of Europe—Austria, France and Spainéiwaled him from
their countries, Trotsky lived in New York ¥6g Several months.
When the revolution of February, 1917, broke b#fike immediately.
returned to his country. And when he saw..that the February
revolution had fallen into the hands of people-who intended to:
bring about no fundamental changes in the conditions of people,:
he allied himself with Lenin and Lenin's party to fight for the:
second revolution, for the genuine power of the soviets of workers,-
soldiers and peasanis. No other people were as.iesponsible for the:
victory of these oppressed people as were Lenin and Trotsky. :

ORGANIZER OF THE RED ARMY

When the new government of the masses was organized, Trotsky -
was its first Foreign Minister. When the countdt-févolution began,
Trotsky set about to organize the Red Army, 4n’ accomplishment
which was hailed throughout the world, and evé¥ grudgingly ade
mired by his most hated enemies, the reactionary imperialists eve

rywhere. e g

Once these ‘great batiles were fought, tHé Soviet. Govern-
ment, headed by Lenin and Trotsky, proceeded to reconstruct
i{he country. They had won the revolutionithey had weon ;
war to defend it. Now they set about to wiif thé peace, that is, 4
to rebuild the country on socialist principles]to build up-its
industry and agriculture for the benefit of all the people.

But they faced the growing power of: amcunscrupulous:.bu=
ceaucracy which sought to destroy the principles and gains of ‘the
Revolution. Lenin and Trotsky united to struggle against this b
reaucracy. But no sooner had they begun torfight:than Lenin died.
This task then fell upon the shoulders of Trpisky, and though he
fought valiantly, he was defeated by this bupeaucracy headed: by

Stalin. it

FIGHTS FOR THE PRINCIPLES O-F__géci AL

Not only was Trotsky.faced with this strug#le against the bu- '
reaucrats, but he saw the principles of sociali$mi Violated by Stalin
and his clique. The idea of international sodiflism, the liberation
of all humanity, for which Lenin and he had fought, was cast aside
by Stalin in favor of the reactionary theoﬁﬁ‘mcialism in one
country.” g . {

The Old Bolsheviks were expelled fig their party and
from their government posts. They wer ested, exiled to
Siberia, beaten and often killed. The final expression of the

sky from Russia. Once more the great leader of world social-

he continued his life work. - &y

.couniry to another until he found a havwal\lexicn, where *
But the Stalinists could not bear to see Trotsky alive, In August
of 1940, during the height of the Hitler-Stalin pact, he was mitr-
dered by an agent of Stalin’s GPU. Thus was the life of Lenin’s
comrade ended. A i T 2ana Nt
But if Stalin thought that he could destroy—with a pick-axe—
the ideas and work of Leon Trotsky, he_was_greatly mistaken. . :
For Trotsky's ideas are the ideas of socialism, his work_- the aim
of emancipating all humanity from imperialist capitalista and ess |
tablishing world socialism. These cannot die! SRR
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