For a Genuine
$25,000 Limit
On ALL Income!

By John Berne

Pullmg rabbits out of hats is no trick at all compured to whct
oy .. politicians are doing these days.

. President Roosevelt is the man who gave Econom:c Stablllzer
Byrnes thesﬁgaWer to declare the $25,000 salary limit.

Yo

President Roosevelt is the man who now says he didn’t
mean $25,000 ot all. What he meant is $67,200, plus cer-
tam allowances for insurance, fixed obligations, ete.

That’s ot least as clever as pulling a rabbit out of a lml'.

When Mr. Byrnes was directed by the President to stabilize
wages, WAGES WERE FROZEN, PARALYZED, OSSIFIED. They
weré not raised 170 per cent—and then stabilized.’ Even where
contracts: provide for .wage increases, the workers must forfeit
them unless approved by the disapproving WLB.

But we must always remember that there are two classes in
society: the working class and those others who have special privi-
leges. For the latter a salary limit of $25,000 becomes $67,200
~—PLUS. Not bad! -

Of course, the President has his reasons for the 170 per cent
taise for the privileged.. However, they all boil down to one: Rich
guys must have at least $25,000 for their personal use, FREE AND
CLEAR, Therefore, the President allows them that extra $42,200
to pay taxes, with further allowance ta each individual.

Well, the workers have to pay taxes, ETC., too. And
how! There are 16,000,000 of us who earn less than $16 &
week—which is less than $800 a year. But mo politician
pulled a fgblut out of a hat to stabilize WAGES with a 170
per cent increase!'

3 However, thera is no assurance that even the $67,200 limit
will be enforced. For Congress is on the warpath in defense of the
sacred right of the rich not to be limited in their acquisition of
wealth. .

Senator George, chairman of the Finance Committee—one of
those good Southern “democrats’’—thinks that the “limitation

; was un\ﬂse and unnecessary’”’ and that "“there was no authority

. toissue it.”

; Senator Vandenberg, Republican of Michigan, is also very in-

dignant and declared that Congress did. not g:ve the President

power to limit the income of the rich.

: Naturally, not a peep of protest has come out of the rep-

£ - resentatives of the people as to the limit on. wages. Freezing

: workers’ wages -is the best possible thing in a bosses’ world.

: - However, interfering with the life mission of ﬂle ru:h to be-
come richer is entirely out of order. At U i

The boss press and its boss-minded columnists are, of course,
inventing all kinds of arguments- against-a-limit-on-income. There

is the bewhiskered one about “PERSONAL” INCEWVE " What

—

$38.50 a week, the average wage of all workers in the manufac-
“turing industries of the country?

_* Then there are the bankers like Percy H. Johnston, president
of the Chemical Bank & Trust Co. of New York—salary $150,000
a year, plus interest, dwuden_dq and profits from various sources.
‘He has no objection to limiting his salary—no, no! He only
dreads to see “Socialism creep into our government and into our
nation.” That is also an old one. Socialism and our capltallst gov-
ernment have absolutely nothing in common! ~ -

But presidents of banks do dread the real socialism. And just
because it will take away from them and their kind—FOR ALL
TIME—their fabulous $150,000 salaries, plus interest, dividends
and profits. Economic Stabilizer Byrnes’ ruling, however, is to
limit only their salaries to the “mere pittance” of $67,200-PLUS
a year and that only until 1944. A far cry from socialism!

The other day the boss press headlined the news. that Presi-
dent Roosevelt stated the $67,200 limit should apply: to all income,
meaning interest, dividends and profits as well as salaries. This
presidential coup must not be taken at its face value. As ever,
Mr. Roosevelt is the shrewd politician.

He t@s that Congress is up in arms ugums! a limit even
on:salaries alone. He knows darned well that the legislative
protectors of the privileged will not allow sacred interest, divi-
dends and profits to be touched. Especlully will this be true of

 _the new Congress. So the moneybags of the rich are pretty
" safe. And Mr. Roosevelt can spout his “liberal” stuff and
strut as the. friend of the common man—WITHOUT IN ANY
WAY ENDANGERING THE WEALTH OF THE WEALTHY.

Surveying the whole question, it looks as if the upper class is
going ‘to get away with murder—unless the orgcmzed workers
take a hand in the matter of limiting them.

It looksas if—left to the politicians—salaries will not be sta-
bilized even at Mr. Roosevelt’s figure of $67, ZOO-PLUS—to say
nothlng of $25,000.

It certainly looks as if the unearned take of the rich in. interest,
dividends and profits from various sources will continue to be sa-
cred.

Workers’ wages have been frozen, even where contracts prb-
vide for increases. Workers are taxed and victory-taxed. They
are ten-percented for war bonds. As consumers they are squeezed

little busmess. And their flesh and blood is being sent all over the

3 face of &lobe. b e
| Will #8workers allow the privileged class to'collect salaries,
interest, dividends and profits—AS USUAL! ~ . . =

‘Organized labor must demand a REAL '$25,000 limit on ALL
the income of the rich—AND TH_AT_M__EANS'_EYERYTHIN__G!_- ;

e
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' -‘-"e-Bulletm on UAW Conference'

we were goinx to press we recelved the’ uensnﬂnnal lnfonﬂsﬁon :
9 I?AWlocahthrouzhmthemmtrynacﬂnugsmmhdls—
_cuss militant action. to defend the union, The move was initisted by
1. ‘he Flint Local. It is reported that the confererice “will-disctiss a vecom-
.| yendation to the International Executive-Commitiee ‘that a special icon--
'muon be called.and that the union rescind its no-sirike pledge! -
~LABOR ACTION will carry the ftm story nf thix stzrﬂing dwelon- 3

ment ne\'t wcek
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Post Office
Again Hits

Freedom of
Labor Press

The Post Office Depariment has
committed a new outrage against the
labor movement and. the freedom of
the press. Hard on.the heels of iis

autocratic  suppression of The Milf-

tant, a weekly labor paper, the Post
Office tin-hats have withheld from

the mails the December issue of -the — -

Fourth International, monthly secial-
ist magazine which reflects the same
political views as The Militant.

/ _ AN
BULLETIN:

As we go to press we learn that
the November 28 issue of The Mili-
tant has gone through the mails, We
do not know .if this means that the
ban has been lifted on all the withe
held issues, or merely on that of No-
vember 28. Tt seems likely, however,
that only the one issue is affected.

LABOR ACTION will report the lat-
est developments next week,

Again the Post Office refuses to
give any reason for its high-handed
action. The Post Office has so far
refused to allow some six issues of
The Militant to go.through tlie mails.
No -explanation has:yet beem given.

al _The Post Office evidently inténds to
"incentive has @' worker got at less than $16 a ‘week<=or: even af. dothe same ‘with the Fourth Inter-

national.

There were no Iegmmate grounds
for banning the mailing of The Mili-
tant. - And there are no legitimate

(Continued on page 3)

“Praise the Lord and Pass the Ammunition!”
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EXTRA! OPA Keeps Prices Down - -

But Not Prices of Food and Clothing

By SUSAN.GREEN

When the, housewife buys her but-
ter, eggs, meat, vegetables and gro-
ceries=—that is, when she can get
them—she has' first-hand, uncontra-
dictable evidence that the OPA -has
hardly done-a- thmg about keeping
prices down-FOR HER.

When she buys underwear, stock-
mgs,ndresa,aeoat.abuyssmt,a
man's ‘overcoat—or-a kitchen towel—

she gets thore of the ‘same evidence

‘about- the OPA.

- There isn’t. lihing you and I.
buy that has.not. gone up from 10
to 100 per-cent. 4

So you will be a -ve'ry ‘surprised
person to léarn that the OPA is ac-
tually -keeping prices down. Believe

it or not, the OPA-is eontrolling and ~

preventing the - rise of CERTAIN
prices. It even submits figures.

The question, however, is: WHAT

PRICES?
Not - food prices! - Not clothing
prices!- -But iNDUSTRIAL prices!
And what are mdustmal prices
thege days? The costs.of things that
go into the making of war materiel.

The OPA. apparently is a howling

success - though not: insofar as the

Local 9 Elections ““Indefinitel y Postponed”

by unprecedented prices and gypped by the profiteering of big-and, Progressives Charge That Pollard Was Installed

SAN -PEBRO, Dw. S—Waiter H.
Pollard;~Jr.; recently appointed dic-
tator' of. San Pedro Local 9 by the

buruucrat- in the national office of .

the Shipyard . -Workers. Union, this
week “indefinitely postponed” the
election. of union. .officers, Though he
_is masguerading as_ ap’ ““organizer”
‘'who will’ “set. the unhm on - its feet”
-Pollard-has proved-the charge, made
by progressives in the union, that he
‘was -installed ‘as .dictator to prevent
'&he ‘election of s prnxressiwe -slate.
Tt-i8 significant ‘that- the ‘only : sup-
porters ‘of “the Pollard- dictatérship

" are the Stalinists and -the old-line

reactionaries like Mulholland. A

- month.and a half ago they were With
:‘Pollard -:100 per cent in-giving up the

--hiring 'hall to the bosses and in urg-
: ing® arwptance of -the phony new
Jeontract; - Little ‘wonder ' they " sup-

housewife is concerned. It has really
kept the prices of war goods under
such strict control that they have
gone up a mere 3 per ¢ent—or next

to nothing—in -the year since Pearl

Harbor.

Price Administrator Henderson
boasted before the 4,000 members of
the National Association of Manu-
facturers gathered in New York last
week that “There is nothing like. it
in the history of production.”

There is only one thmg wrong
here. The working class family un-
fortunately cannot-eat stewed. bul-
lets and guns, minced tanks and
planes, sliced bombers and battle-
ships! As for controls on food and
clothing prices and other prices,
which '~ concern working people,
there has been nothing like it in
the history of humbug and hocus-
pocus.

The OPA puts price eeilings on
things—only to raise them officially.
The ceilings have just been lifted, on
two such staples as potatoes and on-
ions., The OPA announced further
that before Christmas an additional
number of everyday commodities
will be removed from ceiling con-
trol,

a-chance they can each find their
own little niche in it.

- Undoubtedly the local has taken

‘on‘-a new appearance of efficiency

and organization with the coming of
the dictator, a fact which may . im-

- press: some. of .the membership--who
- rémember

the - meefings- “presided
over by Adkins. An‘ organization
run from.the top is usually efficient.
But ‘the. efficierioy in.this kind of 'a

- set»up s efficiency. gained at the ex-
‘pense of the rank and.fife.. It is-be-
.cause they were tirediof the incom-
-petent. and inefficient 1eadership that .

the - militants -proposed . to -replace
them with AGGRESSIVE and COM-

. PETENT officials. The efficiency  of
the Pollard regime wilt only ‘be:able

to accomplish more quickly what the

'inefficiency of - the old~ leadership

But, of course, all thls prattle about
ceilings is a sorry joke. There is no
serious conirol even of the things
officially under ceﬂmgs ;

The OPA ifself reports that 40’0000

_retau stores are chealing. Daily the

number swells. There are hundreds
of ways of“violating’ price - ceilings.

But what the retail stores—-—both
chain and mdependent—axe domg to
boost prices is a mere trifle compared
to what big business is “accomplish-

ing WITH THE BLESSING 01" THE

OPA ITSELF.

In a récent issue’ of LABOR AC-
TION this writer reported from . a
private source that the OPA permits

.the same goods with a new. label to

be marked up at a new, price Now
it is everybodys secret that .the
OPA has officially ruled’ ‘that THE
SAME GOODS WI’,T.‘I:'_[ D_IFFERENT
BRAND NAMES ARE. DIFFERENT
COMMODITIES! How's that for ho-
cus-pocus?

So the manufacturers are ‘exceed-

.ingly busy with their paste pots.

New. labels are being stuck over old
ones. There is an epidemic of “new-
ness” and “improvement” ‘on’ grocéry
shelves. As reported‘in LABOR AC-
TION previotsly, the. “ne¥w and"im-
proved - recipes” -are . stxictiy hnuted

-made ‘possible; rmmelv -the betrayal
- of the best mterests of the rank and

file,

Prumim Orgsmza.ﬁen Drive
Seekmg to sulestep resentmen

against him, Pollard is' grandiosely

bromising to orgamze the /whole
West Coast with Local .9 :as. model.
This'' is..not a 'new . promise.. Two

‘years: ago" the- national-office i 'ds-
stired the local assistance-in-this‘jab. |
“Their.only niove sinte hms . beeh to |

do .away .with: the local's. ﬂemscrahc §

organization.
That there. is: .’a deﬂmte med )|

“the Coast for an’ orgamizing drive

to replace ‘the outmoded erafi unions
‘of the A¥L.with industrial:union-
ism & afh-unavoidable  faet. : But.a
Pollatd - controlled San - Pedro: local

fo the label on the outside of the
can. What's inside is the same as
always—but the price is new and
fancier.

The Consumers Union has now
scientifically tésted some of these
fake “new. and improved recipes”
and reporis that any neticeable dif-
ference would amount to about a
fourth of a ecent in cost. This
hardly justifies an increase of 25
per cént in price. ~
If ‘the OPA had been created de-
liberately té cut down the.purchas-
ing power of the workers' wages, it
could not have done a beétter job.

From Mr. Henderson’s owit“mouth

we are informed -that. the OPA has. -

been Keeping down the prices of war
materiel. Therefore, we must con-

clude that, like everything else in -

civilian life, prices on’civilian goods
are not important. enough to bother
with officially—except to aid and abet
the private profileers, big and little,
to whose tender mercies the house-
wife has been entrusted.

Xf . before mow ~there ' was ‘any
doubt about the absolute necessity
' for the working class to create iis
own price controls, Mr. Henderson

(Contimted on page 2)

is not a parhcularly insplrmg model
thh which to start such a drive.

Pollard’s main campaign right
now seems to be against the shop
steward system, bearxng out fears
already expressed by many leading
union members. ‘His first move. has
beén to - take over the power to -
appoint 'grievance committees; his

~'second to ‘decrec what shop stew--
ards 'can and cannot discuss in
tl:edr meetings.” Perhaps he: iutends

to? appoint himself chief shop
steward

I-u the - face of ma.dequﬁte tapre-_'
sentatidn: from. many, sectwns of the .
-and . the - presence ' of some
Po]Izud"

yards,
non—fuuctmmng stewards,.
. complains loudly that “there are foo
- many_ahop. stewards.” - Obviously- his

" s thnt 'hc cant aim m‘e--.

WE

Labor Must
Be on Guard
To Defend
Its Interests

Paul V. McNutt last week
received more power over more
men than has ever been exer-
cized by any individual in this
country. Through executive or-
der, McNutt was given control

- of Selective Service, the United

States Employment Service, the
training of workers, as well as
other powers which add up . to
sweeping authority over the na-
tion’s manpower.

MecNutt can now decide: wﬁe‘ié' b

m.n shall work, at what they
shall work, and whether they
should be inducted into the
Army ‘or Navy. Unions will now

have to be on their toes to see
to it that McNuit does not do vioe-
lence to their rights and organiza-
tions.

It is known, for example, that Mc-
Nuit has long favored job freezing.
Unions and labor leaders in general
have almost unanimously expressed
themselves in oppositicm to joh

John L. Lewis blasted the scheme as

totalitarian in its concept. Murray -

and ‘Green have opposed if. But if
the unions arée not vigilant, and- if
the Iabor leaders don't reiterate their
positions clearly, firmly, quickly and
loudly, job freezing may be put over
before anyone can say “Paul Me-
Nuft™ .

: The powers now given MeNuit
were recommended by him to Roose-

‘velt several weeks ago in a report of
- a- sub-committee of the War Man-
“power Commission. At that time we

objected to the entire scheme, and
we still do. We warned that while
all sorts of demurers were issuing
from official Washington sources, and
while the press reported congressione
al opposition, the recommendations
would likely be adopted while the
labor movement sat back in quiet
assurance that nothing would hape
pen.

Virtually all the labor leaders
expressed themselves as opposed to
a manpower dictator. The very
prominence given the recommens
datiohs in the boss press was the
give-away both as to the likelihood
of their being accepted and as te
the ESSENTIALLY BOSS NA-
TURE OF THE SCHEME,

Roosevelt - didn't issue his order
immediately after publication of the
McNutt recommendations. - Had he
done so, it might have provoked a
storm of protest. He waited until
nearly everyone had forgotten about
it, and then issued his order.

Now what’s wrong with the order,
and what needs to be done? Com-
menting on the recommendations in
LABOR ACTION of November 9—
and we repeat: the recommendations
have now been effected in substance
—we objected to the consolidation of
thé draft and employment agencies
in one department. There have al-
ready been reporis that the draft has
been used as a club against mili-
tants and strikers: work and keep
guiet or, presto!l—you're in -the

{Cunhnued on page 4)

as Dictator to Prevent the Election of a: Slul'e of Mll:tcmt Officials

-port -his regime now, when there:is

real complaint is not against the
number of shop stewards, but againsi
the fact that the stewards, the most
active and leading seelion of the
membership, are rightfully in

at his bureaucratic meddling i/ ithe
local’s affairs. He rightly fears their
attitude angd .its influence on. the at-
titude of the rank and fle miember-
shlp.

Bosses At.tack Boyich

Pollard’s - treatment of the shop
steward system has emboldened the
L.A. Yard itself to increateits attacks

‘on, the system, which they agreed in

contract to recognize. They have re-
fused to reinstate Prim. Boyich, the
chief shop steward, was fired on the
outrageously flimsy grounds of cre-
ating -an isstie over race discrimina
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“sfvafer organizing drive.
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- France is now totally under the
Nazi heel.

anti-fascists are among them.

But who falks about those hun-
dreds ‘and thousands of unknown
people who carried on the fight
for a long time in different coun-

_ tries; then came to France to find
temporary refuge before leaving
igain for new places of exile and

“‘'‘ight, They had practically mno

means; nobody can live in France

** if he hasn't a food card—and who

wonld give them one? Very many
‘of them have already fallen inte
‘the hands of the Gestapo. Many

arrests of French workers have

been reported, as also the arresis
of former leftist politicians and
even rightist army officers.

Hitler has abandoned all intention
of collaborating with a docile France
under the leadership of a willing
Laval. Laval, of course, was willing
to grant everything. But he was
unable to make the French people
believe that his policy was in their
interest.

We reported some time ago on the

.- strikes which took place in Southern
«: France against the attempt to ship

workers to Germany as slave work-
ers. Here is a report which gives a

. wivid impression of how successful

.#his movement has been:

“The London Times publishes a
dispatch from its correspondent at
the French frontier. The writer
stresses the politieal victory which
the French workers, in their oppo-
sition to conscription by Germany,

_have won not only over the Vichy
+,Authorities but also over the au-
. thorities of occupation. He recalls
that labor unrest began on October
13 at Lyon, not among railroad
_workers at all-—as Vichy claimed—

Lurope in Reaolt

In the South of France,
‘. Nazi oppression is felt just as heavily
% las formerly in the occupied zone.
"%£Many arrests have already been re-
" ported. Many prominent names of

" THE SITUATION IN FRANCE AS HITLER TAKES OVER

but among the employees of the
“Gnome” et Rhone” factories. Out
of a total of 4,000 workers, 700 from
this factory had been chosen to
leave for Germany. Only fifteen
~had accepted voluniarily, the rest
refusing flatly. When the uncoop-
erative workers were fired, their
comrades decided fo back them by
a strike. The Lyon German Armis-
tice Commission thereupon tried to
intimidate the workers by an-
nouncing that, in case of a strike,
all the leaders and heads of trade
unions should appear before a
French court martial. The work-
ers’ delegates answered by isstuing

Oc¢tober 17, The Armistice Com-
mission was forced to yield “and
asked Vichy to open negotiations
with the representatives (illegal)
of the irade unions in order to
avoid a general strike at all costs.
After three days of negotiations,
Vichy failed in these endeavors.
On October 16, the Vichy. eabinet
infqrmed the workers' represenia-’
tives thai, in agreement with the
anthorities of occupation, the gov-

teered should be sent to Germany.”

There will now certainly be a tem-
porary setback in the resistance of
the workers, since an organization
able to cope with the Gestapo must
be better organized than one oper-
ating against Laval's police. There
will also be, in the first period, a
certain tendency to keep quiet since
it is “too dangerous” here now. But
gradually the South and North of
France, living under the same condi-
tions of oppression, and faced- with
exactly the same problems, will
evolve a common attitude of oppo-
sition. And the experiences that the
workers of Lyon gathered in their
October movement will not be for-

gotten.

GOVERNOR STASSEN ON THE POST-WAR WORLD

We reported in the last issue on
some of the reactionary plans which
are being drawn up for the future
of American imperialism. We want
to.put before our readers a statement
by Governor Stassen of Minnesota
which seems to_be as blatant an ex-

" pression of imperialism as has yet
““héen published in this country. Stas-
_sen is at least frank; he does not
“make any fuss about the Atlantic
..Charter and related liberal sauce:

“Governor Siassen of Minnesota,
" speaking at a Chamber of Com-
merce forum today, urged the es-
tablishment of a United Nations
Legion to be the supreme police
force in the world in the admin-
istration of world justice, airways
and seaways, and a trade commis-
sion to work out increasing prob-
lems of world irade, prevent sti--

fling tariff obstructions and dump-
ing of goods.

“He also suggested as a nost-war
need temporary governments over
each of the. Axis nafions, prefer-
ably, utilizing citizens of the United
States; whose ancestry goes back to
the Axis nations involved,

“‘These temporary nations would
serve until a stabilized opportunity
can be gnren for the people of the
respentive _Axis nations to estab-
lish proper. government he add-
ed” — New York Times, Decem-
ber 3.

Europacus.

P.S.—The government of the Pol-
ish “democracy” in London has al-
ready asked for a large share of Ger-
many to be. integrated into Poland
after the war.

" ‘through the shop
an order for a general strike on .-

‘Local 9 Election ‘’Postponed”’

Company Sharpens Al'tack——-Flres Chief Shop Steward Boyich

(Continued from page 1)

tion and taking up the case on com-
' pany time. Evidence in the case is
that Boyich, on his day off, attempted
to secure a transfer for a Negro
brother from one department to an-
other. The company may be forced-
by union pressure to rehire Boyich,
but the move has already had its
effect as an attempt to mtumdm all
shop stewards.

The preservation and extension
of the shop steward system was
never more important than it is
right now. With the company chis-
eling on and violating the con-
tract, attempting to install speed-
up and- spying systems, and with
the leadership no longer within the
‘union’s " jurisdiction, the only pro-
tection to the man on the job is
steward and
grievance machinery. Were this
protection removed, the coniract
would soon become a scrap of pa-
per, and working conditions would

Bell Local

‘Opposes

ernment accepted their request:
. that only the workers who volun-

Dues Rise
By ROBERT MASON

BUFFALO — Although the referen-
dum under consideration by the vari-
ous locals of the UAW for an in-

"crease in dues will probably: be

passed, some of the locals are voting
against the increase.

On December 1, Bell Local 501 of
this city went on record, by secret
ballot, against the proposal with an
overwhelming vote of 167 to 22. This
vote was recorded in spite of the ap-
peal for the measure by the local
union président and the international
representative, Peter Zangi.

The veasons for the defeat of the
resolution by the Bell workers are
not hard to find.

1. Bell Local is far enough from
Detroit to be away from the oratori-
cal.  spellbinders, Messrs. Reuther,

. Thomas, Addes, etc.

1. The Stalinists, who support this
increase, are not very strong in Bell
and have very poor leadership in the
person of Alli Brodose, president of
the local.

'3. The rank and file, led by mili-

" tant unionists who do not follow the

sell-out line of the international, at-
tended in force and made their
weight felt.

4, Bell is in the midst of an or-
ganizing drive and the raise in dues
will harm the drive.

5. Finally there is an instinctive.

distrust among the Bell workers, as
among most workers, to raise the
dues in view of two facts: (1) the
officers- had their salaries raised at
the last convention; (2) the UAW is
failing in its main function, namely,
1o sirengthen itself by a mass organ-
izing campaign and by fighting for
the retention of its hard-won rights.

Introductory Offer Pprices and OPA--

: TO:
LABOR ACTION
" 114 WEST 14th S”REET

' New Yoflt, N. Y.
SIX MONTH SUBSCRIPTION 25¢!

(Continued from page 1)

hag removed every shred of doubt.
Those 400,000 cheating store own-
ers could easily be handled by com-
mittees of organized housewives,
Those big business pasting artists
could  be corrected by the organ-
ized workers in the very concerns
that do the pasting.

United Nations spokesmen are
warning us to expect a long war.
Look where prices are already.
Where will they be as the war pro-
gresses? )

The working class will be robbed
right and left. This can be prevent-
ed. Organize committees of house-
wives, workers and working farmers
to control consumer prices!

swroximte those in unorganized
yards.

‘For this reason the shop.stewards
must be backed up 100 per cent by

the membership. Only then can they

function as'they should, and hold on

to their jobs. The shop stewards ;

themselves must also demand that
the officials give them the backing
they need in order to carry out their
duties. If the shop steward system
is surrendered, it will result in the
weakening of the union in the yards,
and the destruction of democracy in
the local.

Pollard’s authority has not gone
tmcha]lenged At the Los Angeles
Yard day shift meeting quite a few
members asked him questions about
dictators, elections, sticking to the
constitution, -etc; questions which
Pollard dismissed airily, telling the
objectors that they could appeal to
the general executive board. Need-
less to say, this is the very body that
voted to lift the autonomy in the
first place.

Again, at the Bethlehem day
shift meeting an aroused and vocal
membership told Pollard off in no
uncertain terms, Every bit of his
‘authority” was challenged and
when he threatened to appoint
sergeants - at - arms  fo silence the
opposition, he was dared to do so.
He did not appoint the sergeants-
at-arms, but he did rule unconsti-
tutional a motion to remove him
and restore autonomy to the local.

Ask Freedom

For Negro
Teamster!

In | October, 1840, Carl Gilmore
was sentenced to ten years' impri-
sonment because he was a bystander
in a picket line fracas. The Workers
Defense League is now conducting

a petition campaign to get Gilmore

pardoned and freed.

From the facts in the case, it is
obvious that Gilmore received a ten-
year sentence (later reduced by a
higher court to five to ten years be-
cause it considered the original one
“unreasonable and excessive”) be-
cause of the anti-union bias of the
trial and the anti-Negro feelings of
the jury.

In August, 1940, Local 693 of the
International Brotherhood of Team-
sters, Chauffeurs, Warehousemen &
Helpers, AFL, of Binghamton, N. Y.,
was on.sirike against the Wilcox
Wholesale Corp. On August 8, Ellis
Klepfer, then an official of the un-
jon, accompanied by Gilmore, was
driving past the warehouse terminal,
where they saw a truck being driven

by an employee of the struck com-'

pany, After the scab had been asked
not to unload the truck an alterca-
tion arose, resulting in a nose-bleed
for the scab. On the following day
Klepfer and Gilmore were arrested.

At the trial Klepfer received a sen-
tence of from two and a half to five
years, plus fa $500 fine, and Gilmore
a sentence of nine to ten years, plus
a fine of $1,000. The Workers De-
fense League states that “Bingham-

ton _ is an open-shop. town and the .

vindictive ckaracter of the prosecu-
tion was the result of cooperation by
the law enforcement officers of the
county in breaking a legitimate
strike.”

At the time of his arrest, Gilmore
was regularly employed by the Can-
ny Trucking Co. and bore a good
reputation as a loyal union member.
He has already been in jail for two
years, much too long for having been
present at a strike dispute!

Write to ‘Governor Poletti, asking

clemency for Gilmore, and contrib- -
ute to the Gilmore Defense Fund of

the < Workers Defense League, 112
East 19th Street, New York City.
This is a case which deserves your
support.

The Bethlehem men have not for-
gotien that mine months ago Pol-
lard promised that the government

would never let the ten-hour day

golntoeﬂectltmﬂllchm.

With ‘8 man like Po].lard in power.:'

it is necessary to -have such vigilant
and organized resistance to every en-
croachment on the democratic rights
of members and their established
working conditions. Too many fights
have been lost in the past by apathy
and resignation. ~Only -an aroused
and militant membership, with the
firm desire to preserve and strength-
en unionism, can or will oust Pollard
and reclaim the local.

Judge Denies
Writ in
Lynn Case

The hearing scheduled for Decem-
ber 4 in Brooklyn Federal Court on
the writ of habaes corpus sought by
Winfred Lynn, Negro, to release him
from jail pending trial on a charge
of failing to report for induction into
the Army was summarily dismissed
by the presiding judge with these
remarks: “I do not care to consider
the case of a man who refuses fo
-obey the induction order of his coun-
try.”

Lynn contends that he cannot le-
gally be forced to serve in an army
in which Negro soldiers are segre-
gated. He bases his contention on
these words in the Selective Service
Act: “...In the selection and train-

ing of men for service, and in the in-

ferpretation and execution of this
act. there shall be no discrimination
on account of raceé or color.” :

Lynn  asserts that any induction
order which would require a Negro
to join a segregated unit in the Army
is illegal. "I notified my draft board
that I am willing to serve in the non-
segregated Canadian Army if they
will let me go there. But I am not
going into the Army and be Jim
Crowed. I will go to the peniten-
tiary instead, if I have to. I con-
sider it contradictory to talk about
fighting a war for democracy with
a segregated army. I'll fight for de-
mocracy, but this is not my way of
fighting. Maybe it will help to get
a mixed division ereated. That would
be a real step toward democracy.”

Lynn is-being represented by his
brother, Conrad. The latter was as-
sisted in court by the eminent lib-
eral, Arthur Garfield. Hays, who in-
terested himself in the- case because
it offered the first opportunity to
test the strength of the anti-diserim-
ination clause in the Selective Serv-
ice Act which supposedly bars Jim
Crow in the Army.

Hays was allowed only a few min-
utes to show why this case was no
mere case of draft evasion. He said:
“The draft bourds had no right to
make quotas, one for whiles and one
for. Negroes.  All.titizens were en-
titled to be taken in turn.

“In' my opinion,” he. said, “the
quota system is wrong. constitution-

law. The federal government has
passed .a law that selectees shall be
taken in turn irrespective of race or
color, Now if they. take men out of
tarn, ie., by quotas, they are dis-
cummahng against them.”

The. judge vacated the writ and
.December. 8 was set for the trial

Buy Labor Action
In No. Phnlodelphla'

S.E. Corner—19th and Columbia.
N.W. Corner—19th and Master.
N.E. Corner—20th and Turner.

ally and is without any warrant in .

: ;'John Scott, in "'Dl-iﬁl “for Europe,’

. reports how the. first Soviet tanks
‘which crossed the border into Poland
' knocked down the sign which hung

over the railroad tracks at the bor-
der, ‘Workers of the World, Unite.
Wasn't that convenient to illustrate
a Trotskyite argument?” — Sunday
Worker book review.

Not “filthy' Troiskyite slime”?

Comrats, you're losing your grip.

bt —LA—

“Last week the Harvard Depart-
m‘entot!’ineArtsstartedaspecinl
six-week - evening course in indus-
trial and civil camouflage.... The
course (was) organized Ior the
training of a professional personnel.
in methods of camouflaging public
utilities and ‘war indusiries.” — New
York Times.

Graduaies are promised jobs with
the Office of War Information. SBev-
eral studenis are specializing In oil

. company ecamoufiage, which seems

to be an especially promising field.

sl iR
_ “People never stop talking about
communal differences (in India) and
many —especially the British—lay
there the root of all India’s troubles.
But you go to a village in Bundi or
Jaipur State and you learn that in
the villages Hindus and Moslems
have always lived together amica-
bly. You go to an army cantonment
like Dehradun and find that there is
no - communal frouble in the army
and never has been any."—Herbert
L. Matthews in the New York Times.

Europe (which is comparable to
India in population) has many
“communal problems” and is for-
ever at war., Therefore, according
to the standard British argument,
Mysore (which is comparable to
England ‘in size and population)
should congquer KEurope, maintain
its rule by machine guns, and keep
99 per cent of the Europeans in
poverty—io maintain the peace.

—LA—

A lesson from a “Good Neighbor":
The original Cuban draft bill in-
cluded all men from eighteen. to
twenty-five, but - militant student
strikes forced a. change: to. a: mini-
mum age of twenty, '

p .. «LA~—

COMIC- SECTION:- “They hope to
see established  a-peace- which will
afford to .all.nations the means. of
dwelling-in safety within their own
boundaries and which will afford
assurancé fHat all the men in’all the
lands may live out theit lives in free-
dom from fear and want."—Atlantic
Charter.

—LA— .
Notes on the manpower shortage:

The seniors at Vassar have cancelled
their spring dance.
0 ks

“Fascism destroys ihe moral base
for, capitalist rule, discrediting bour-
geois law in the eyes of the masses;
it hastens the exposure of all dema-
gogic supporters of capitalism, espe-
cially its  main support among the
workers—the socialist and trade un-
ion leaders. It hastens the revolu-
tionization of the workers, destroys
their democratic illusions and there-
by prepares the masses for the revo-
lutionary struggle for power. -Earl
Browder, January, 1934,

XA

The New York Herald Tribune of
November 22. front-paged a scoop
about the retirement of Walter C.
Teagle as board chairman of the
Standard Oil Co. of New Jersey be-
cause of his connection with the rub-
ber deal with ‘the Nazis, The next
day the rest of the papers carried
the story on the business pages, but
written ‘on the defensive and ex-
plaining the retirement on the basis
of Teagle's age.

All of the major ofl companies

Address -
[ Name
City
[}
ik o ; ., But thf.ly _s;lsq; ;k-ncﬁw I am a very.ac-
'SP.e"Y SfeWﬂ l‘d tive shop -steward who gets around

" Hails LA Line

Dear Editor:

Each week I look forward to LA-
'BOR ACTION for rank and file la-
*hor news which is reguldrly “sup-

ressed in the union newspapers.

#tinue to protect and fight for la-
“T){if‘k rights and you will continue
"M HOR ACTION'S growth in circu-
Jation among militant union men
from coast to coast. Please send
“LABOR ACTION to the addresses at
the close of this letter.

1 am a Sperry Gyroscope employee
already familiar with LABOR AC-
TION. You have friends here, but
“they are far too few compared to
the cligue that is running a cold-
Your arti-
#7glés on the do-nothing attitude of the
UE-CIO organizers hits home with a
»capital “H.”

Our organizing drive hexe at Sper- -
ry is -driving toward a long-drawne =

out climax in low gear. Our execu-

‘"tive Board has petitioned the NLRB
"' for a Labor Board election, after the

do-nothing-win -the - war - speed - up-
production experts in’ charge have
bungled the Sperry campaign since

last July.
At oyr plant we have two organ-

jzers in charge. I believe they know

‘I am a friend of LABOR ACTION.

W

to a lot of workers. So naturally
they treat me with kid gloves, but
watch me with a careful eye. Al
they preach about is- “production for
victory"” and a “people's era” follow-

-ing our “victory.” They don't preach
action to defend labor’s hard-won

gains, but they preach “sacrifice for
victory,” that is, sacrifice on our
part but not oh the part of the hig
shots.

This week one department decided
to take some “labor action” of its
own, concerning the working on
Thanksgiving Day for time-and-a
half instead of double iime. Some
eight hundred employees work in
this department. The men and wom-
en decided to stand up for their
rights and .show Washington that
workers just.-won't stand for Roose-

‘velt's - taking -away their economic

gains by execufive- order. Here's

-what happened -in this deparﬁnent.

. Some  fifty: employees out of.ap-
proxumtely 800 showed up on
Thanksgiving Day, wheréas practi-
cally all other departments and the
plant as a whole turned out 85 per
cent to work on the holiday. The
company management is still trying
to figure out why this department .

" practically en masse refused to work

the holiday while the rest of the
plant did work. The reason is sim-

ple. ‘I is 2" UE-CIO stronghold de-
partnient;" 85 per cent. Not only are

‘they UE members, but with the as-

sistance of militant - shop stewards
they are union rank and filers who
won't stand for the abolition of col-
lective bargainmg by presidential
decree.
“For more labor ‘action 1 remain,
"UE Shop Steward.

Says Labor Action
Is Stimulating

Dear Editor:

I like your stimulating paper. I
like it because it is so thoroughly
critical of everything and yet so full
of energy and faith. May it prosper.

Here are some friends -of mine ta

“whom I want you-to:send the.paper
“‘at-yoiir' six rnonths special subscrip-

tion rate. I enclose twu do]lars ca'sh.
The change is yaurs.
o i N.-H. F.

San__‘cjs in Sub “‘}' 3
For a Friend -

Dear Editor:

Received the first copy of your pa-
per and I will say that it suits me,
even if not 100 per cent.

Why not ‘100" per cent? Well to
“'tell’ you the truth, T do not like to
advocate “minimum” or “maximum”
wages for the producing class, ie.,
the working class. My desire was,
since I studied socialism—the abol-
ishing of wage slavery, establishing

_ a society which is based on co-opera-

tive ownership of the means of pro-
duction and distribution, and sinceé
1905 my motto was “All Power to
the Industrial Republic.”

Well, this you failed to advocate
and still cling to the old reactionary
unions, the AFL and the CIO, be-
tween which there is not much dif-
ference (although I'm at present a
member of the CIO myself.)

Enclosed you will find 2 one dol-
lar bill, of which sixty cents js for
my yearly subscription for LABOR
ACTION. Of the remaining forty

ednité,” twenty-five: cents i¢ for 8" Six

“months subscription’ for a: friend -of
“'#nifie-who-is d veteran.of the World
~“AWdr 101418, 2 fellow mefbeér in my
~CI0 Lotdl” Fop the remaining ‘fAfteen
cents send me LABOR ACTION pre-

‘vious to November 30 so I tan pass

8 ¥y 167 some amateurs in the la-
bor movement to study the “Nine
Lessons of North African Invasion.”

I'm with you for the reconstruc-
tion (or revolutionization, if you
please!) of society.

LS.

“one our™
-‘around ‘as a fighter for democracy— -

For Bloody Batista

Dear Editor: ) _

I see by tonight's paper that Major
General Fulgencio Batista, “president
of the Cuban Republic, will inspect
the aircraft factories in Buffalo this
week. The trip has been arranged ‘bsr
the State Department.

.Here is another good example of
the kind of democracy we're sup-
posed fo be fighting for. Batista pas
always been nothing but a stooge for
Yankee imperialism in Cuba. He's a

dictator if there ever was omne. For-

years he has ruled by terror, armed
force and tyranny,-abolishing civil
‘liberties, illegalizing all political par-
ties and doing away with all parlia-
“mentary gévm' ‘nment. Vet -he's the
it - 18 - parading

‘Bloody " -Batisgta, from whom even
Hiﬁareou!dlomaﬁwtbinﬂtabout

= gmashing workers' rights!

Thonmtewpwphmw

:mthuﬂmdudmw"ah g
--Bastista". - *}
Iwritet!ﬂstoybubemuleiwoum :

like some people in Buffalo to see

othrough all the fanfare Dictator Ba-

tista will get in the capitalist press.
Joan Cromwell,

.Swlwuldﬁkeywbm&e

m'-oo‘o

Puerto Rican situation a bit.
Buffalp, Dec. 6, 1042. .
(We'll ‘try to “clarify the Puerto
Rican situation” soon.—Editor.)

Protest Hollywood
Slander of Negro

Dear Editor: -
There has been a new crop .of
movies from Hollywood showing the
Negro as. a lackey or a buffoon. Pro-
tests in the past have caused Holly-

"wood to cut out this practice and I

think protests right now, to theater
managers, to newspapers and right
to the studios, will do the same
thing. ]

‘Two recent examples that come to
‘mind are “Black Swan,” with Tyrone

Power = and - Maureen O'Hara, and

“Gentleman Jam." with Errol Flynn.

the  “comic” “touch.- In’ “Gentléman
Jim"” there i a dramatic scene where
John L, Sullivan hands his crown
over to Flynn before a hushed ball
room. At the end of the scene, for
absolutely no reason at all, there is

. -“We went to {

-in’ cotton’ or singing ‘Massa’s in the
. Cold, Cold Groun,’.do his little bit'
..to help along the impression .that

_ Aussies Welcomed Negro

have formed 2 oommluee u.nde'
. the chairmanship of R. M, Grey of
Esso to inform the public about the .
fuel oil shoriage this winter and
why they are not to blame, You
will soon begin to see full page ads
in the papers, with editorials to

w38 we

Australiqu
Unionists
Hit Jim Crow

Aceo:rdmg to a letter sent by Syd..
ney, Australia, trade unionists to the
American Negro press, officers of the
U.S. Army are carrying on a propas
ganda campaign among Ausiralians
designed to “keep the ‘Negro in !us
place.”

The lefter makes theae speczﬁe
charges:

1. Southern whlte soldlm have
started fights o drive Negro froops
off the streets and out of public:
places,

2. American Army officers ‘have
visited schools and lectured to
children not to amdlte with Ne-
gro troops.

3, American' Army offlcers have
conducted a deliberate campaign to
prevent Austraffan soldlers and or~
ganizations from assoclating with
or welcoming Negro troops. i

4. Neégro soldiers are barred !ram.
attending the troop center in Syd- =
ney established by the American
communify for American iroops. |

Speaking of the general conceps
tion- of American Negroes held by
most. ‘Australians prior to .the war,
the Sydney trade -unionists declare:
movies and watched
a somnambulistic character whose:
main joy in life appeared to be ‘pick= .

Negroes are simple, pleasure-loving
folk, but specimens of a kind of men-
tal deficiency.”

When Australians came into acttxal
contact with American Negro troops
_they were “astound?d ” and, the let-
ter goes on to say, “they were given
rousing: and often tumultuous wel-
comes by. Australian citizens, who
were genuinely amazed to find the
Negro an intelligent, educated hu-
man being. He was treated as an
equal; he walked about our streets
as freely as our own soldiers; peo=
ple spoke to him and did all ‘those
little things for him which help
~make strangers in a strange Iand a
httle less homesick. {
. “Then there started the most eold- ;
blooded, inhumanly calculated came
paign that any of us have ever wit«
nessed. ;

“Various ways and means were
employed—most of them extremely
effective. Tt was rumored that the
American ‘Negro was a low,. e!mnma.
perverted flend, who should’ be
kicked out of all decent human so
ciety, trampled undeﬂoot—-lnl! keph
there.

“The various features of thlu Tae
mors were: 1—The Negro is immoral,
degenerate, untrustworthy; 2—He 1;

intellect that he is ‘only sulh‘nle tor
work in labor corps.. ‘

“American Army officers have vis- =
ited schools, delivered lectures to the
children; and ingtricted them not to
go near the black men. Australian '
soldiers have been told not to have
anything to do with ‘n__s! ‘Letters
have been forwarded by Qmeriean
Army authorities to well known ore
ganizations telling about the Negro
—and how at home in Amoﬂca he is

couragement, because if ;gqu
thaman!nch.ﬂwytakeum

dancing with white girls_. -C_{j}*_ls W
go out with them subjeeted. -
such humiliation “and ' embarrs
ment hy ‘Southern gentlemen’ th
they dare not be seen with the
again, 2

“There have been aeveml'-
rmts already; and unless snmethl

in which no. Jayﬁnese will parti“ :
pate. ' :
“The American ‘¢Smmunity in Sya- :
ney established a center for . Al
can troops—strictly “for whi’ﬁe‘-——and i
no Negro ¢can gathere.'* A e

ATy

-a Nagro sarvant whu hmﬂ&fghl; :
matonhstmmnaﬁmw hi
; : When Johp L.

out without even mm “onte
strefched hand,' a look-of s t
apmads over the Nagro’s

let them know what mj !
their so-called Negro charact_:_ﬁ,z

them out.
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.'I'ha Amem:an Leglon

By HARRY "A_;..Lmr
~-A fascist program is built primar-

+. “ily on a hostility to the labor move-

*ment. ‘Evidence that the 'American
‘Liegion fulfills this requirement is to
‘be found throughout its history.

. The record shows that, beginning
" with the resolution on labor adopt-
ed at the first Legion convention
in 1919 fo the reeent national con-
vention at Kansas City in Septem-
ber, 1942, the American Legion has
favored throitling labor’s demo-
cratic and labor rights. It has
Tought against the use of the strike
weapon in any form and at any
* time by labor.
Tte attitude to strikes in wartime
ag expreszed by Roane Waring at the

. recent AFL convention, and in a re-

cent report adopted by the Legion's
‘Wational Executive Committee is
‘only a dramatic extension of its fun-
damental attitude to militant action
‘and labor unionism, as well as to

"~ eivil rights. But that is not all....

“The record shows that the Legion
is always ready to “cooperate” with
the authorities (police, FBI, Depart-

ment of Justice, etc) against all .

‘whom the Legion, or others, label
as “radicals,” and it does so in the
interests of maintaining so-called
“law and order.” Indicative of its de-
termination to be on the front lines
agaihst labor is the unanimous deci-
sion once passed by the executive
committee of Chicago Marine Post
‘No. 273, calling lqr the formation of

a citizens’ police force of 5,000 “care-.

. 1ully selected American Legion mem-
bers” to assist the police “in riots,
‘gisasters or whenever needed.”

«_ In the same way, vigilantes, Ku

Klux Klanners and other anti-labor,
Jim Crow and fascist bodies have
“cooperated,” with or without the
official authorities, in putting into
‘practice their conception of “law and
order.” Yes, the Legion “cooperates”
““and “aids”; and it is always with the

“thasters of society—the bankers, in-

‘dustrialists and - landlords.

'® So far as can be ascertained over

“"a period of years, one cannot find a

‘“single case where the Legion has

“supperted the wotkers in a dispuie
or conflict with the bosses. But, con-
trariwige, there are all too many
cases where the Legion has openly
~aided the employers against the
'w_orkers. . .

" At this point it is well to take note

_that the American Legion has deep

'roots in the government itself, not
only in the military bureaucracy and

. apparatus, but in the intimate coun-

«cils of the Roosevelt Administration.

...Egpecially today, the Legion's mili-

tary and conservative point of view
carries unquestioned weight in the
determination of milifary and labor

.. policy.

At the recent national convention

. of the Legion, speakers included Sec-

retary of the Navy Knox, Under Sec-

__retary of War Robert P. Patterson,

War Manpower Commissioner Paul
V. McNutt, former Assistani Secre-
tary of War Louis Johnson, recent

. "™Head of President Roosevelt's mis-
 §ion to India; the hard-boiled disci-

‘plinarian, General (“Yoo Hoo") Ben
Lear; and such an dutstandinfg"em-

_ Coolidge Lecture
- Concludes 1942
LA Forum Series

" The concluding lecture in the 1942

_ geries of Labor Action Forums was

_given by David Coohdge. speaking on
_*“The  Crisis "in" the Trade TUnion
Movmpent Today” on Sunday, De-
cember 6. Coolidge traced the origin
of the CIO movement to the need

_ of organizing the unorganized work-

ers in the mass production indus-

"'4ries, and described how this great

movement got under way. He point-
“ed out that despite the militant tra-
" ditions of the CIO, its leadership
functioned on the theory that the
. government is .a non-clasg institution
‘and could be used as a partisan of
labor. By tying the frade union
‘movement to the tail of the New

Dleal and later to the War Deal, the

present CIO leadership dulled the

~ edge ‘of the union weapon.

_ The. basic cause of the crisis in the
union .movement today, said Cool-
idge, is just this—that the union
leadership is more interested in get-

war effort than it is in defending the

onslaughts of the bosses.

- ‘Speaking of the split of the United
Mine Workers from the CIO, Cool-
idge related it to the war and Roose-
velt as the underlying causes—with
the degree of support involved. The
mine workers contmue to pursue
their own class interests first— and
their union ﬂmctions in that man-

_ner..

The, speake: concluded by stating

" that the victory of the labor move-

meit can only be found by a return

~tg- the militant, independent class

tactics: which characterized the early
Jays ‘of the CIO. The union move-
“ment mist free itself from boss poli-

%ics and find the solution to the pres-

‘ént crisis in independent union ac-
“'¥ion:: - And that, said the speaker, is

the on!y real’ bssls !or trade union -
©runity, ; :

Theh lecture was 'followed by a
questlon and discussion period.
The LABOR ACTION lecture se-

‘yieg ' will be -resumed in January.

Watch LABOR ACTION for further

. announcements,

ployer of labor as W. P. Witherow,
the president of the National Asso-

ciation of Manufacturers. All these '
military and administrative officials
of the government are prominent

members of the American Legion
and two of them (McNuit and John-
son) are former national command-
ors. :

All these speakers directed their
major remarks against labor and its
demands. Strikes, “even for a day.”
“cannot be tolerated.” Profits were

also included in their remarks; the'

speakers called upon amployers not
to be “selfish” in this “national emer-
gency” and not'to “pirate” labor
from war plants to ensure greater
profits for themselves. But these re-
marks were delivered with the ad-
monishment of a fond parent, and
most certainly not with the harsh-
ness and vehemence of the threats
against labor. For the Legion, the
major task on the domestic front
consists in “controlling labor” dur-
ing the war and in peacetime.

It may be said that the attitude
of the American Legion toward
wealth is in inverse ratio to its atti-
tude toward labor. The faith of the
Legion in great wealth is something
to behold. For years the American
Legion Monthly has carried articles
consistently friendly, for example, to
bankers — articles generally written
by bankers themselves.

Jingoist and Militarist

The Legion professes to believe
that the cause of war is rooted in
man—that is, in “human nature.”
Greed, malice, jealousy, hate—these
factors, says the Legion, make war
inevitable. That these are manifes-
tations of social, economic and po-
litical rivalries between imperialist
powers, the Legion prefers not to
see, at least, to say. The simple con-
clusion the Legion draws is that be-
tween brief periods of war, the na-
tion spends its time arming to the
teeth for the next war. Hence the
American Legion has always favored
the largest army and navy armament
proposals (they haven't been enough
till now); permanent universal con-
scription, etc. ’

Nevertheless, for two decades the
American Legion has been vehe-
mently isolationist on foreign policy.
That is, the Legion declared or hoped
that the United States could best get
along by itself, without being or be-
coming involved in European or
world political’<'economic problems.
Meanwhile, of -course; America must

~arm -itself to demonstrate it was

ready to ward-off any “attack,”

The Leglnns peculiar provineial-
ism and lack of historical outlook
are perhaps best showm im this
combination eof isolationism with
an acceptance, as a matter of
course, of the inevitability of a
Second World Imperialist War. The
latter acceptance has enabled them
to function as the loudest bellow-
ers for transforming America into
a militarist-imperialist nation sec~
ond to none and as the advocates
of those domestic measures which
in time produce a2 totalitarian-die-
tatorial regime along fascist lines.

Thus big business has been able
to exploit the Legion's. nationalist-
militarist spirit for its imperialist
endg. (Later, fascist demagogues will
try to utilize these Legion concepts
toward the fascist goal itself.)

Therefore, it is no accident that
Legion leaders now proclaim and
propose the abandonment of its iso-
lationist position. “Isolation is dead.”
proclaims Lynn U. Stambaugh, re-
cent national commander of the
American Legion.

Moreover; the Legion, in addition
to being ready to continue its nor-
mal role of (1) helping to keep
“peace” at home—that is, helping to
keep labor strapped; and (2) helping
to whip up “100 per cent American-
ism” sentiment, is (3) now ready. tfo
take on the duty of helping to police
the world after the war. America to-
day has the “role of destiny,” says
the American Legion Magazine (Sep-
tember, 1942).

1. Summing up, the American Le-

gion is an incitement and proveca-
tion to organized labor anfl {0 the

exploited masses generally, Tho_

/ ~\
Not a Democrat

In a Carload!

Have you ever stopped for a mo-
ment to consider some of the politi-
cal and military allies FDR has tied

. the American people up with? You'd

get quite a shock, right in your dem-
ocratic nerve certers, ' especially
when you think of the OPENLY EXa-
PRESSED war aims of these “allies.”
Here we list only the smaller and
lesser fry:

1, Queen Wilhelmina of Holland.

2. Count Sforza of Italy.

3. King George of Greece.

4. King Peter of Yugoslavia.

5, King Haakon of Norway.

6. Emperor Haile Selassie of Ethi-

opia,

7. Admiral Darlan of Vichy: France.

8. Prince Otto of -Austrig.. - _

9. General. Sikorsky -of Poland. ..
10. General de Gaulle of Frm

11, Dictator Vargas of Brazil, .

- 12. Dictator Batista of Cuba.-
Try to find a single democratic

“ally” in the carload.. All of them
represent monarchist reaction, or the
restoration of the divided,: warring
prewar Europe, South America, etc.,
or ruling dictafors. It is said that
you - mveal yourself by your mends

.. working mm ‘who are ax-mvlce

; men of the First World War recog-

nized. this .by- refusing. to: join the
American Leglan. For although
there aré four or miore million ex-
service men from' World War I,
only about 20 to 25 per cent have
ever joined the Legion. At pres-
ent the Legion claims its highest
membership, over one million.

2. ImperialiSm looks ahead to. the
‘chaotie post-war period and the
problem of “keeping labor in ‘its
place.” Thus, for example, an article
by Ralph Robey, professor of eco-
nomice at Columbia TUniversity
(American Legion Magazine, August,
1942), significantly entitled, “Our
Third Front,” sums up -the major

task of the American Legion and the

bourgeois ruling class:
“We must make certain that the
colleotivists don’t take us over.”

Clearly, the specter of revolu-
tion—of socialism—haunts the Le-

It Is an Anti-Labor, Reacﬂonary Orgamzahon

. gion, as 1t does the ca]tltaligt class.
“Therefore, the Legion _has 'heen.

“given its orders, to wit: hﬁeuslfy

your antl-labor eampa,jgp.

* The Amencan Legion was an “in-
. surance policy” for capitalism against
bolshevism and workers’ unrest and
dissatisfaction in the period after the
First: World -War.  The American
ruling class expects the Legion, once

again, this time in the period after

the Second World War, to'be an-“in-
surance policy” against -a militant
lIabor movemeni and 2 potentially
revolutionary movement. That is
why the government and the capi-
falists give every possible political
and organizational support to the

American Legion, That is why Pres-’

idetit ‘Rooseévelt " recently authorized
the American Legion to organize
NOW the goldiers and sailors of the
Second World War.

Interests of Service Men

3. The labor movement, on the

.

_uther ‘hand, must recognize the Am-
‘encan Legion for what it is—an

anti-labor, reactionary prgaalr_._ation.
bitterly hostile to the immediate and
- ultimate interests of workingmen,

The service men of today, to-
gether with the ex-service men of
tomorrow, must not be drawn into
the web of this tool of big busi-
ness, fo become a reservoir for
prospective fascist demagogues and
"interests, )

Since the overwhelming majority
of the service men -of yesterday, to-
day and tomorrow are either work-
ers, or men whose interests are
linked to the workers, the mass of
service men must look to the labor
movement for the preservation of

fheir. rights and interests. Similarly. :
the labor movement must also look -

ahead and aim to -integrate and re-
integrate the workers now in the
armed forces into the labor move-
ment when the imperialist war is
finally finished.

Lo# Anggoles Police Haross

Mexican Boys Without Cause

LOS: ANGELES, Nov. 30—In their
hysterical pursuit of “Mexican
gangs” the Los Angeles police have
arrested over 3,000 Mexican youths
in the last six weeks. Of these, only
300 were convicted of any charge
whatsoever.

Eighty Mexican boys were arrested
coming home from a wedding. One
Mexican was picked up coming home
with a new portable radio he had
bought for his wife and was beaten.

In fact, afier dark in certain dis-
tricts, the cops pick up anyone
who happens fo be a Mexican. Fre-
quently they are beaten.

The diserimination and brutal ar-
rests against the Mexican people
have gone so far that the Mayor and
the District Attorney’s office have
had to deny that there are any un-
due arrests of Mexicans.

10 Ct;un_c.il Proi_caté' o

ord several times protesting the ac-
tion of the police. The Council has
asked the Mexican government to
protest the procedure at the trial

What India Means to the American Working Class

~of twenty - two Mexican youths

charged with murder. The trial is
now in its sixth week. The prosecu-
tion has refused to allow the boys to
obtain haircuts and clean clothing in
an obvious attempt to prejudice the
jury.

The CIO Council has set up a com-
mittee of unionists to cooperate with
the Lawyers Guild in the defense
of the Mexican youths and to ae-
quaint the rest of the trade union
movement with the discrimination
practiced against the Mexican peo-
ple.

" In Southern California, the Mex-
ican people have been discrimi-
nated against in geiting jobs, live
ing quarters, relief, and govern-
ment services, It's up to the lahor
movement to fight against this dis-
crimination.

‘The latesl action of the police

_ against  the Mexican people should
The CIO Council has gone on rec- .

be condemned by every working
man and brought to the attention of
his union. He should see to it that
his union goes on record as disap-
proving the action of the police.

On the Role of the Indian Ruling Class

By J. R. JOHNSON

If we°want to see how absolutely
bound, either to one imperialism or
another, a colonial ruling class is, let
us first look at Burma:

The administration of U. Saw, the
former Burmese Premier, came into
office during the days when Britain
seemed about fo collapse. U. Saw
gave splendid support to Britain.
But U. Saw naturally wanted as
much power as he could get for him-
self and for those who supported
him. Furthermore, the masses of the
peasants and workers in Burma, as
all over the Far East, have been so
exploited by foreign imperialisms
that no government could hope to
get any sustained effort’ from them
without, at least, promising some sort
of independence, some new status
after the war.. That is the least, but,
ag India has shown, there are times
when a promise will not suffice.

U. Saw went fo Churchill and
‘asked. only for a promise of Deo-
minion status after the war. U.
Saw was willing to cooperate. But
Churchill’s reply was, o quote one
account, “very blunt”” He told U.
Saw to get out. It was only then
that U. Saw went to the Japanese,
whereupon Churchill put him in
jail and everybody called poor U.
Saw a fifth columnist. U. Saw's
chief assistant, U. Tin Tat, who
was imprisoned with him, has
since been released and, it is said,
has joined the British Burmese ad-
ministration in India. Sir Paw Tun,
who succeeded U. Saw, praised his
work and said that serious unrest
had broken out in Burma after .
Baw's arrest. Yet, when the Jap-
anese came, Sir Paw Tun crossed
over into India with the British
rulers.

In U. Saw playing see-saw between
British imperialism and Japanese
imperialism, and the suspicious
masses looking hostilely on, you have
the perfect picture of the general be-
havior of any colonial or semi-colo-
nial ru].{ng class. Now that France’s
imperial power is broken, you see
Darlan, for instance, doing the same
between American and German im-

perialism, keeping a watchful eye on -

the French workers.

U. Saw See-Baw in India

The Indian ruling groups are . in
the same situation "as the Burmese,
but every - contradiction and conflict
in India is a hundred times as sharp
as in Burma.

First, the British have been in
Burma less than seventy-five years.
They have been robbing India for
three hundred. There is no pow-
erful working class in Burma. The
Indian proletariat has organized
great trade unions and has repeat-
edly shaken India with greaf
strikes, both economic and politi-

“cal. Burma has only a small his-
tory of struggle for independence.
The last twenty: years in India has
been one long struggle of India to
free itself from British imperial-
ism. The situation in India is at
the breaking poinf, and has been
for years. We must gef this very
clearly in m!m! .or we shall make
mistakes.

We have ml:ecl that there is a
Prime Minister in Burma. There is
a Prime Minister in - -Egypt and a
King and Parliament. There is even
an Egyptian army. Some years ago
the French government was able to
come to some sort of pseudo-inde-
pendence arrangement with the rul-
ing groups in Syria. But the situmation
in India is such that the British can-
not afford to do even that. They
have tried for years to construct
some sort of formula for Indian gov-
_ernment whereby they would retain
..the power while giving titles, posi-

-4ion and a little more share -in the

-exploitation of the masses to the In-
dian ruling class. But India has.gone
- far beyond tbat shm.

' "Some years ago, during the long
and tiresome negotiations over a new
- ‘constitution for India, the:Manches-

‘ter Guardian gave a perfect picture
‘of the Indian deadlock. This paper,

famous for its liberalism, said that
what was required was a policy
which would look like econtrol in
“Britain and Tke freedom’im India.

It is this impossible situation which
explains the farcical offer of Cripps
to the All-India Congress. What
Cripps offered in essence was- this:
control ‘by-an: Indiandefense depart-
ment of public relations, demobiliza-
tion and post-war reconstruection; a
petroleum officer to 'calculate petro-
leum for army, navy and air force;
control of amenities for welfare of
troops (an Indian,USO); control of
all. canteen organizations, technical
educational institutions, stationery,
printing of forms for the army; re-
ception and accommodation and so-
cial arrangements( dances presuma-

7 : N
Social Progress
In Englond ...

“...It would be easy for a tran-
sient visitor ai such times to be mis-
led into believing that Brifain was
undergoing basic social and economic
change were it not for the fact that
the existing House of Commons,
which is frozen politically for the
duration of the coalition government
and heavily weighted by conserva-
tism, always posipones action by re-
ferring reform projects to commit-
tees. ' -

“It is no accident that recently big
industrialists, business men and re-
actionaries throughout the fabric of
Britain have been becoming more
outspoken than at any time since
the war began against such forward
looking documents as the Aflantic
Charter.”

—Raymond Daniell, in the
New York Times, No-
vember 29.

\ /

"bly) for all foreign missions, efc.

This was the first installment of the
self-government to come after the
war. It reads like a joke. It was not.
What else could the British offel at
that tune"

Such is the tension in India, such
has it been for twenty years, that
if an Indian pgovernment took
charge of India foday, during a
war, after a few months 4t would
have the British government at its
mercy. War administration means
power over taxation, over prices;
it means power over industry, huge
coniracts, building new factories;
it means conirol over propaganda,
recruiting of Hindu regiments, ap-
pointment - of Hindu officers, all
sorts of emergenoy powers over
properiy and people.

Gandhi and Nehru are weak, but
they are mnot fools. Such power,
which always grows in a war, would
give them just that force which they
need to make them a real factor in
India. In any dispute they would
lean back on Roosevelt, the domi-

.nant power in the United Nations.

This was suitable to Roosevelt and
American imperialism. At the end
of the war, if victory was won, an
Indian government would be firmly
in the saddle. American imperialism
would act as its god-father; it would
have great prestige for having “won”
independence. And. Britain would
have won the war and lost every-
thing.

In fact, it is not too much to say
that British imperialism might have
offered a little more if it were not
for the fact that anything like a
reasonable offer was playing into
the hands of American imperial-
ism. These imperialists understand

* one another very well,

It was under those conditions that
the Indian capitalists, bitterly dis-

_appointed, played their last card.

They declared for. civil disobedience.
That this was meant only as a-threat
is shown by the fact that: they or-
ganized nothing, had no economic de-

_mands which would. appeal to ‘the

masses, and are begging to nego-
tiate today. Buf the masses. went
much farther than they expected.
Their disobedience was. uncivil to
the last degree. They rioted contin-
uously. They showed what they
might do tomorrow. It is this new
force on the scene, what it has done,
and what it might do, which has
shown up the situation in the Far

East for the dynamite that it is.
Roosevelt: got seriously alarmed.

So did Chiang Kai-shek. But Prime

Minister Churchill has grown stiffer

“ and stiffer. If more proof were need-

ed of the pressure that is being
brought to bear on him, it can be
seen in his latest manifesto at the
Lord Mayor’s banquet, flung in the
feeth of everybody:

“Let me, however, make this
clear, in case there should be any
mistake about it in any quarfer.
[Note that “in any quarter.”] We
mean to hold our own. I have not
become the King’s First Minister
in order to preside at the.liguida-
tion of the British Empire. For
that task, if ever it were pre-
scribed, someone else would have
to be found and under a democracy
I suppose the nation would have to
be consulted.”

What this means is clear: he will
resign first. He will call for a gen-
eral election. As far as he and the
Conservative Party are concerned,
they will subordinate the mnational
unity and the unity of the United
Nations to this question. The work-
ers should remember this when they
are called upon to sacrifice every-
thing for the war.

Of course, Churchill MAY do
something. It will be boosted in the
press. The Indian politicians may
decide to make the best of it. Weak
as they are they can only beg and
threaten. But, from Churchill, the
one thing they will not get is POW-
ER. And yetf, to give them some sori
of power to hold the Indian masses
in check is an imperative necessity
in the Far East today.

Future in the Far East

The future in the Far East is, first,
a military question. In a war, it is
what armieg do that counts.- But it
is far more than that. If there is
anything that thie war, a supreme
crisis of capitalist society, has taught
us so far, it is to avoid routine think-
ing. Of the dangers of this, the re-
cent history of France is a notable
example. In such a crisis as the
present one, it is the apparently un-
expected, the gigantic unpredictable,
that becomes the normal, and  in-
creasingly so as the war goes on and
the strains tighten. It is in these
times that the writing and predic-
tions and analyses of the great Marx-
ists, which seem so far-fetched in
normal times, become of great im-
portance for us, not to repeat them,
but to study and apply them,

The greatest in our time was
Lenin, who studied fthe Far East
-closely. Just before he ceased
work in 1923 he summed up his
views, Soviet Russia, he said, was
weak and poor and could not last
long without help. That help would
most likely come by means of a
tremendous revoluiion in the Far
Fast, embracing hundreds of mil-
‘lions_of people, who with the Rus-
sians formed the majority of the
world’s population. He meant, it
would seem, that the general situa-
ion of the masses in the Far Easi
was so bad, their exploitation was
increasing at such a rate, that this
revolution was imminent. If it suc-
ceeded in one place it would spread.
And this would cripple and ruin
ihe more powerful Western ecapi-
talist states to such a degree as to
throw them into disorder and pre-
cipitate the world-wide downfall
of imperialism.

Note that Lenin, however, was not
mainly concerned with people like
Gandhi, Nehru, Jinnah and Chiang
Kai-shek. He wrote of the MASS
REVOLUTION, of workers and peas-
ants.

- Twenty years-have passed. Russia,
instead of helping the revolution in
the Far East, is today a counter-revo-
lutionary force. A great revolution
in’ China fiffeen years ago was de-
feated. Yet in the view of this writ
er, the outstanding political feature
of the war so far has been the way
the masses in the Far Fast have
pushed themselvs forward tfo the
very center of the political stage.

As the imperialist armies shock
one another and the warring pow-
ers exhaust and demoralize the
peoples of the world, the initiative

- class mailing rights.

will pass to these hundreds of mil-
lions, The full power may be de-
layed until after the war. We can-
not predict how, when, or where.
But today every calculation as to
what may come out of this war
must give their Far Eastern revo-
lution a high rating.

Roosevelt, Willkie, Chiang Kai-
shek, Gandhi, Nehru, the leaders of

the former Dutch Empire, are all

acutely aware of what is brewing,
and the blows the Japanese armies
have administered are made ten
times worse by the obvious deter-
mination of the Axis leaders to use
this enormous revolutionary power
if they can.

It is this which gives importance
to the Indian Congress. What Roose-
velt hopes to do is to use the Indian
ruling class to check this pent-up
torrent. Chiang teo wants exactly
that solution. He cares nothing about
Britain, but much for his own hide.

There is already 'a ‘pro-Japanese pup-

pet admiristration” il China under
Wang Chin-Wei. 'I‘here are pro-Jap-
anese elements in- Chiang’s “Free”
China. As British “obstinacy” con-
finues to imperil” the whole United
Nations cause in the Far East, these
pro-Japanese elements obviously are
strengthened in their wview that it
would be better to cooperate with
Japan. If there is any catastrophe,
military or political, Chiang and his
supporters, wife, sisters and all, face
extinction because the Japanese
would not ‘want to come to terms
with Chiang. Nehru and the rest
will probably be thrown out ‘also as
the Japanese already have their
“Free” India goverliment,

All groups are aware of the misery
of the Chinese and Indian peasants
and workers, they know the terrible
strain of the war, they know their
own economic weakness which
makes them dependent either on the
economic and political power of
United Nations imperialism or the
power of the Axis. Yet Britain of-
fers nothing.

Churchill’s defiant speeches fright-
en Roosevelt, Gandhi and Chiang.
They know that one powerful blow
by the Japanese armies, or one pow-
erful blow by the Indian masses, or
a combination of both, may well set
pro-Japanese and pro-American rul-

ing groups fighting with each other
in India and bring onto the stage the
revolutionary masses, thus precipi-
tating a bloody chaos of which no
man can foresee the end. And these
colonial countries in the Far East are
infinitely more unstable today than
was Czarist Russia in 1914.

The thing for the imperialisis to
do is to use the Indian capitalists
to keep India quiet. Even when
America is ready for Japan, it will
be far easier and cheaper io eon-
trol India by means of the Indian
capitalists. Roosevelt and Willkie
are striving with might. and main
to keep the mame of American im-
perialism ‘right” with the Oriental
masses. A British newspaper re-
ports that it was Roosevell whe
forced the wunwilling British te
join with him in giving up that
monstrous system of privileges in
China known as extra - territorial
righis. Roosevelt (and all the Am-
erican press behind him) is work-
ing hard to force Britain to some
sort .of accommodation with the
Indian capitalists. The Chinese
press clamors for it. But Church-
ill knows that every such step
means more and more power fo
America in India. He says: “T will
resign first!” :

There, for the moment, the situa-
tion rests. It is huge, complicated
with all sorts of unknown factors.
In addition, the politicians and their
press lie so much and are so skillful
in confusing the workers, that unless
one has a firm grasp of fundamental
principles, one is likely to get lost in
the mass of day-to-day detail.

And yet the American workers
must watch and analyze and think.
The war may last years longer and
millions of workers will die as a
result of theseé tricks and maneuvers
of the imperialist powers. Least of
all must we pay too much attentiom
to those miserable puppets, the lead-
ers of the India Congress, and all
these high-sounding "speeches. Far
more than Roosevelt, Churchill and
Chiang, they, powerless as they are,
live in mortal terror of the mass
movement. The only power they will
ever have is what the imperialists
push into their hands or what the re- |
volting workers force on them. Why
this is so we shall see in the next twe

articles.

Post Office Ban - -

(Continued from page 1)

-grounds WHATSOEVER for banning

the Fourth International. The very
silence of the Post Office, its refusal
to make specific charges and hold
hearings, is proof. Post Office rules,
under the bureaucratic set-up of the
Department, require hearings only
in the case of revocation of second-
Individual is-
sues of a publication may be barred
without any specifications or hear-
ings. The Post Office is consequently
using its bureaucratic powers to the
utmost to suppress the two periodi-
calzs without provoking wider indig-'
nation by stating its reactionary
reasons.

There is only one conclusion and
that conclusion is unmistakable. It
has barred these periodicals from
the mails because both of them de-
fend the rights of labor, ¢ondemn
Jim Crow and otherwise refusé to
bow before the government's anti-

labor program.

In a press release issued last week,
the American Civil Liberties Union
protested the actjon of the Post Of-
fice Department on the ground that
no - charges. had been made. The
ACLU declares that “an examination
of the issue barred discloses no ma-

“terial that can be properly construed

as violating the Espionage Act in
the light of previous decisions.”

The Call, organ of the Socialist
Party, and the New Leader, organ
of the Social-Democratic Party, have
also protested the ban.

The suppression of The Miljtant
was, by itself, a dangerous viglation
of civil rights and freedom of the
press. With the suppression of the
Fourth International this danger hag
been multiplied many-fold, and the
iniguitous intentions of the Post O
fice bureaucrats further revealed,

This high - handedness shogld
arouse a storm of protest in the

or movement because labor

cannot afford to let this blow at i{s
freedom of the press—or any blow
against civil liberties—to go, mn-
chaljenged. The very same undem-
ocratic and unwarranted suppres-
sion .that is applied today against
The Militant and the Fourth In-
ternational can be used tomorrow
against a labor or union press of
any kind-or, more broadly, against
any paper or periodical that speaks
its own mind. e

We repeat, and will continue tg.re-
peat until the ban on The Militant
and the Fourth International is lifte
ed: PROTEST THE ACTION OF

THE POST OFFICE DICTATORS.

‘FOR A FREE LABOR PRESS!

'De'troif Workers, Aﬂ'enl'ion

For further information about LABOR ACTION,
PO Box, 1805, Detroit ]

w:_-ite to




On Beverldge
And Caplto lism

We have 1w|ce c.ommented in detailed
articles on the so-called Beveridge Plan for

~ post-war Englaiid. We intend {6 retim to

this fraudulent piece of social planning

' ‘which seeks to eradicate the injustices of

i
i

the world inside the framework: of the great-
est injustice of all: ¢class' rule.” ‘With the
liberal-capitalist press gushmg ltse!f 5|ck
over the marvels:of.the plan, dnd predict-
ing a similar plan by Roosevelt, we wish to
tmake commeht ‘on only one c:spect of the
© Beveridge Plan. -

Beveridge’s scheme - for the: enlightened
regeneration” of “democrdtic - capitalisim” in
England is unwittingly a_withering indict-
ment of capitalism, and consequently, of
the plan itself. . Examine the Beveridge
scheme.. What: are its principal features?
They are: unemiployment, sickness “and
death insurance. As we have explained in
LABOR ACTION, these provisions are far
from adequate. “They provide, for exampte,
for $1.25 a week to bring up a child.

But more than that, and giving the '

Gl "Commonweolth

plan every benefit of the doubt, its very -
nature proves that capitalism i is. .50 de--.
crepit and bankrupt, so outlived and re-
actionary, that-its most- *
scheme for social re'cons!rucrion is 'prei:li'-’

—twin scourges of eupltnllst soclefy.

A world is torn in the conflict of war.
Millions suffer indescribable horrors. And
when the war is over and the world is back
to' normal, capitalism, in its fever of en-
lightenment and anxiety, promises the peo-
ple of England what? Promises them the
same old rottenness of deprivation and
breadlines—but streamlined!

The last two years of war production
have proved the unlimitable possibilities of
industrial advance. But so decayed is capi~
talism that it can envisage the use of these
industries—and the possibilities have hard-
ly been tapped!—only for the purposes’ ‘of
war. In peace, it is back we go to the closed
factory gates, cobwebby machinery: -and
painful pavement pounding in search of’o
job.

As do the bankers and bosses every:
where, Beveridge sees this post-war world
clearly. Sees its throttled industries; -its
poverty in the midst of plenty. And, speak-
ing for capitalism AT ITS BEST (for the
actualities of post-war world capitalism will
in no wise resemble the-Beveridge Plan)
offers solace in unemployment insurance
spread more widely and liberally, - '

Unemployment insurance is a good and
necessary thing. Under capitalism it is
something the masses have to fight for, de-
mand—and given the continuation of cap-
italism, fight for it is precisely what the
masses will have to do.

But it is possible to build a world in
‘which salvation will NOT lie in a miser-
‘able $1.25 a week for a child. It is pos- '
sible to build a@ world in which ALL will
“be employed in produclng the goods that
‘make for health and security. A world
in which ‘science “will everlastingly plurnbf
the resources of indus!ﬂal plenty A

’progressiye”,” -
" “wHo has' neither Her Country nor her colo-

' werid; it_';.'_;g;hip_h'.the nightmare of unem-
- ployment will disappear—but, equally, a

world in which the bitterness of exploita-
tion=—lorig - hours, Tow, pay, speed-up—
‘will be ended. A world in which no men
wlll live off l'lse, toil of another; -a world

--in- which: social -equality will be” guaran-

-teed by the social ownership of industry.

Th:s world of which we speak is a work-
ers” ‘world, a socialist world built on the
fresh ground of peace, security and free-
dom, from which the dead-wood of capital-
ist injustice will have been swept away.
This'is OUR 'pian for the reconstruction of
‘the:world, and we, THE WORKERS, putting
our might-and. aspiratrons behmd that plan,
canrealize ity 7 ¢

The BeVer:dge Plan is all rlght for capi-
tuhsts seeking fo hold on. to- their-ill-gotten
property- and class rule by feeble conces-
sions. It's no-good for us. ‘Our plan is: SO-
CIALISM. " And we'll have to do the job
of realizing it oursélves. So let's begin
doing it now—building our strength today
for the socialist victory tomorrow! -

From Empire to

Queen Wilhelmina of- the Netherlands,

hies,. has_just . announced--her--"post-war

plans’’—and they’re sure to put some more
zip into your spirit! Here’s what the Queen
'sees as the world of the future or at least
her. share of it:

= K Creuhon of a "'postéwur Nether-
‘lands Commonwealth."” '

2. The “Commonwealth” is to be

“made up of four parts, each a
plete partnership.”

3. The four parts are Holland, the
Dutch East Indies, Curacao and Suri-
nam. That is, one piece of mother capi-
falist lend mnxed \mh three colonies
mnkes——-mne »commonwealth”!

“com-

_ _S_h‘_e uséd to call it an empire; now it’s a
commonwdalth! What's the difference?
Dogs the -gracious Queen think that the
millions of Javanese, Sumatrans and East
Indians—who thought so little of her rule
that they refused to help her when the Jap-

anese were marching in, are going to stand
for the restoration of the old order under
a new name?

The Queen said, in announcing her re-
actionary plans: “l know that no political
unit nor national cohesion can continue to
exist which is not supported by the volun-
tary acceptance and the faith of the great
majority of the citizenry.”

That would seem to rule her out of the
running, if the Dutch and the colonial peo-
ple ever get the chance to exercise their
rights. The Dutch will vote for a demo-
cratic workers’ and people’s government—
and not a reactionary monarchy; the colo-
nials- will. vote. for -national independence
——and not a restoration: of the hated rule
of the Queen’s overseers, plantation mas-
ters and whlte 1mper|ai|sts.

.

- LABOR MUST DEFEND ITSELF!

1. Hands off the right to strike! For the *
defense of civil rights and all workers’ .
rights! Against any wartime dlualan-
ship measures! :

*.2, $1.00-an-hour minimum pcy! Tmu

"y -Jor Sunday and holiday work.
3. Wage increases to meet rismg cosis. -

: for equal work!-

.4, For a- xrwcer “share-of - lbe “increasing

national income.  For a higher stand- .

_ ard of living!

5. No sales tax on consumer goods! No
" tax on wages! Against forced wavings!

For control of ‘price fixing and ratior. °

ing by committees of working elass ore"

ganisations, housewives and farmers® .

organisations.” Freeze rents and con-

YN
[}
L}

én

ion contract! The dosed dmp in all

war industries!

8. Mairtain and increase uli mmmaﬁl
social -services!- %

PAY FOR THEIR WAR!

9. A government leyy an cepital to cover
the cost of the imperialist war. Confis-
cate all war profits!

10, Corucnpc all war mdmtrw: under work-
_ ers’ control!
11. Expropriate the “Sixty Families”—the
three _percent of the people who own
s 9% per cem‘. of the nutiondl swealth! -~

WORKERS PARTY PLATFORM
Agamst Both Impermhst War Camps ! For the Victory of World

Laﬁor and: the-Colonidl Peoples! For the Victory
of the Third Camp of Socialism!. .

and a half for overtime; double time: -

* No wage or job freesing! Equa! m 3

mwgoodapﬁeudthalMWu
stop the rise in the cost of living. . .-
. 7.Nogommmen!eammuwi¢km¢m;

" SOAK THE RICH—-—LE‘I‘ THEM

DEMOCRATIC RIGHTS
TO THE DRAFTEES!

12, The right-of free speech; free press and -
© free assembly jor :he men in the armed
¢ ‘forces. '

13. The ngh of mldwrs to_vote in all
o elections. -

14. The right of uf!l'youth, male or female,
~-to vote at the aga of eighteen. - Old
mugh to.-fight; old enough to work; -
old emmgh to vote!

15’ for adequale dependem:y ullowuncea.

pma by the government with NO de-
.- 'ductions from: the soldier’s pay.. -

SMASH JIM- CROW!-

163 Down. with  Jim Crow and cnu-Semi-
. tism! . All diserimination’ ‘ugainst- -Ne-

. 8roes.in the Army .and: Navy or-by em~
ployers in industry must_be made a

criminul offense! = -

For full political, :ocwl und ocoum-mc

equality for Negroes! = -

> BE.PREPARED!- .

18. For: Workers’: Defense Gmmls, trained -
. and. controlled -by- the unions, -againsg -
wgdame nnd fascist_attacks!

19“!‘.;.- an xmlependm Labor Party. mul

a-Workers® ‘Government! No political

~ support to - the Réd’se#éh’g’méuméhﬂ

20. For Peace Through ‘Socialism! For ﬂw
. independence. of all ecolpnies!.

For a World Socialist Federation! Only -
a socialist world will destroy capitalist
imperiplisii “and Jascist Darbarism! )

oy
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Cover design of -
pomphlet issued
by _ﬂve "Workers®
Party. You can’
order copies. of
this pamphlet -
from the "Work-
ers ..Purfiv, 114
West 14th Street,
New Yoik, N. Y.
25 cent-s- -;for a
20

cents per copy in

single copy;

bundles of five

or more.
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Gets chfatonal Powers --

(Continned from page ‘l)

Army. Deferments, it is reported,
have been denied wunion militants.
With a dictatorial coordination of
the draft and manpower agencies, the
process of putting the draft skids
under labor militants can now be
streamlined, speeded and generally
facilitated.

There is, however, somefhing that
can be done about it, and it is up
to the unions to take ‘care of the
“doing.” It is up to the union tfo
protect its membership. If a work-
er is threatened with the draft be-
cause he refuses to shift jobs as di-
rected, or seeks a higher wage, it

-is the union’s job' to see to it that
his interests are yrotecteﬂ.

Of course, the ostensible purpose
behind the new order is to relieve
the draft pressure on-men-in indus-
try so that the factories will not lose
irreplaceable workers. No doubt this
entered into the motivations. And,
cleverly, the sting was taken out of
the order by the release of 38-year-
old and over men from the draft. But
that's only a deceptive concession in-
tended to make the whole idea more
palatable. Once before the draft age
was lowered to 35, and then raised.
The same may happen again. Whe-
ther that is so or not does not mate-
rially affect the essence of the
scheme. Above all, the possible ef-
fects of the draft and employment
tie-up bear watching by the unions.

Furthermore, the Unifted States
Employment Service, now under
MeNutt, has been given wider pow-

ers. These powers do mot specifi- -

cally prescribe Job freezing, but
they CAN be used to the same ef-
fect. The Administration has so
far hesitated to risk the:indigna-

. tion of the union movement that

would certainly follow a_job freez-
ing order. But the same may here
be accomplished under the cover
of general powers given McNuit.

powers has not been issued.

‘Here- agaln the wufmost o! umon
vigilance is demanded to spike " the
first signs of job freezing.

In his recommendations’ fo  the
President, McNutt asked - that® the
USES be made the clearing’ house for
all employment “with" proper excep-
tions made for -union -hiring'“halls
satisfactory to the WMC.”' As yei: a
complete definition of McNutt's' new"

e
Eats wuth Negro,
Is Fined $50

So you thlnk this is a free 'eol'anlrs'r'?
You think you can falk;to, live with,
associate with anyone you 1lke" Well,
try it down Sotith and you'll pay a
$50 fine for the privilege,

Donald Rasmussen, a white profes-
sor, and his wife were visiting in
Birmingham, Ala., when they decid-
ed to meet and dine with a friend of
theirs, Louis Burnham, local Negro
educator. They were hailed into
court and fined $25 each for violating

‘the .city segregation code:prohibiting

members of the two races from eat-
ing in the same restaurant., The res-
taurant owner was fined $50.

\ D 4

weeks 'will elapse before: the"entire
program is announced.” But it is al-
most certain that, in oné form or an-
other, McNutt will seék to eﬁ‘ec‘.‘ tl'us‘
idea. And ‘this idea can be’ nsed to
put over the labor drafi lxe has lu'nx‘

_advocated. v

When originally proposed t’or en-
actment into ‘law even the miost
tepid of union leaders rose in arms

and denounced it as a dangerous .-

piece of “mailed fist” legislation. '
If the unions aren’t on their toes,
IF THE UNIONS DO NOT APPLY

‘Some |

‘ ter its rights.

THE PRESSURE OF ACTIYE oP-
POSITION, ~ the . “draft, Alabor”

* scheme will be puf dver, WITH—

OUT benefit of legisla.tlpn. L
. Undér the ‘McNutt _intention, the
USES could force labor to accept any
job, anywhere and. at any pay. To be
sure, where unions - are. satisfactory

to the WMC (McNutt), that is; where |

union halls do everyth.mg but Aune-
tion as "UNION. halls,- they. may . re-

_ tain’ their power. This.thréat.to un-

ions with hiring ‘hall power must
also be carefuﬂy'watchh'ﬁl and tiﬂed

inits mianey

ln our 1ssue ot Nove.mlwr <
sa!d that we were éypoml ‘to any
kind .of manpower. ‘ dictator, - biat
that we were doubly. suspiclous of
any proposal or_ ofdér . that makes
McNutt the dictator.” McNutt's Féc-
“ord is well known: , In.nang. of it
is there the slimmest. sign of
labor attitude. When he was g0V~
ernor, of Indiana, labor dubbed him
the “Hoosier Hitler.” This “Hoo-_
sier Hitler” has now been given the
most sweeping ,powers over man-
power ever. given an individual in
this country. Every. stép.he_takes
must therefore , be . w-tehe#, ,and
.watched with the greatest of care.
_The ﬁrst misstep shgu]d be met__
. with ear-shattering -

.+ Left .to his own deviees. MeNutt
wz].l seek to. emasculate the union

movement, -strip it of its powers, fet- '
The time fo let.Me-
. Nutt know .that he will; not, get away
-scheme - is
RIGHT NQW, at once. . It .does no,
‘good . to - wait.. Because,:  while- we

with = any .anti-union -

shall be  waiting, McNutt will be

actmg Labor niust IMMEDIATELY:

serve notice that, it will resist any.
attempt to 'use :the draft as-a& club
over workers; that it -will re51st job
freezing, that it will
“mailed fist” of draft-labor machin-
efy.” 'A§ always, 'the time to act
against a threat is BEFORE it be-

comes.a reality.
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< caper.

DOOR PRIZES

BAZAAR——-Excatmg Values at Amozangly Iow prlces e

-DANCING—Gregory Felix and Seven Sngsters——-Vlllage Maestro"
of Swing and Calypso. = - .

FOLK AND SQUARE DANCING——Choose your pcrtner and cuta.

'COMMUNITY SING——OII up your. tonsuls cmd smg off key to your
-~ heart’s content.

: REEgEsﬁMENTs

 Start the N ew Year R
THURSDAY EVE, DEC.
Grand Ballroom— |RV|NG PLAZA —Imng Place qnd 15th Siyei

Admiission: 99 Cents (inel. tax)

ot
24. 9: 00 p m.

Come Early, Stay Late

i 4
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~ceded by the United Nations.

-des:red for 250 years!

resist the

" Europe and then withdraw from. Africa, Theres

* jority for conservatism in North Africs; they- hatu-

1 the

" Judd Pamphlet
A Readmg MUST

By Reva Craine.

e

l'N]JlA IN REVOLT, by Henry Judd with an’! in?;
troduction” by Max Sharhtman. Published
by the Workers “Party of America, New
" York, 1942; 101 pages, 25 cents.

Hele at last is a book w jch tells the stoly
of India without the usual ‘epologetics for theé ‘ass -
pirations of the Indian people and without appeal-

"ing to them to lay aside their desire for national

indépendence until the “Four Freedoms” are con-
“India in Revolt” is
written from the standpoint of the interests of the

-international working class, Enghsh and Amen-
~-can as well-as Indian,

: “In a style that is at once ardent in its devo-
{ion to the cause of Indian liberation and cold-
1y objective in its analysis’ of the tasks con-

“fronting the colonial peoples, Henry Judd sup-
plies the historical background of the present:
revolt and explains its relationship f,o the Sec-
ond World War.

In the ¢pening chapters Judd exp}ama the de-
velopment of 'India from its history: and mode of
life before the British conquest through two-and
a half centuries of British rule. The old communal
system was ruthlessly and ireacherously destroyed
by the white sahib until the English today control
‘every decisive and important factor of Indlas hie..

. 7' Today. India is a land of contrasts—not, :
Judd tells us, in the technicolor of a movie -

3 ,trﬁvelogue, but .in. the  juxtaposition of the

worlﬁ’ worst slums and huge manorial es-
tat-es, 'the contrast of the “kisan” working the

~=-goil-as he did sixty centuries ago and the In-
.- dian proletariat working in the up-to-date fac=
_tory.in Cawnpore; the contrast:of .extreme pov-

. erty side:by: side with: theifabulous wealth of

,_the British and feudal pringes. “These are so=’
,eial. and political ‘contrasts: that explain the
canses’ and - source of the revolutiomary up-
heaval that rocks the Indian sub- continent,"
says -the :author.

Arising 'out of the almost unbearable condie
tions’ of life, the nationalist movement has pecu-
liarly Indian features, though basically it has the
same chalactensucs common 'to all coloma}. move=
ments. The conquest by the Br itish overthrew
the'old class relationships but created new classes,
‘and the'struggle between these classes goes on un-
abated. Each social grouping behaves according
to the dictates of its class interests. The writer
elearly explains the aims and wishes of each ‘class
in India—the feudal princes, the native bourgeoi=
sie, the peasantry and the proletanat—showmg
how their conduct flows from these aims.

. Of :all the classes, onlty two, the peasantry_'
'and preletarlat, must have national indepens:
- dence, in. order . to -achieve what they want—-:
" land and freedom from tfaxation for the one;.
and_economic security -and ‘freedom from' exs
ploitation for the other. The national bour-
geoisie can always compromise with imperial-
ism—and always does. Therein lies the ex-
.planation of the conduct of the National Con-
gres:; An examination of the existing political
patﬁes shows that only one has an unhcompro-
‘mising program—the Bolshevik-Leninist Parly
of India—because it is the party of socialism,

One of the most interesting sections of the
book answers a number of frequently asked quese -
tions about. India, regarding the religious differe
ences, language differences, -national minorities,
ete, Finally, to the question as to. whether India,
for the sake of her own defense, ought not to wait
until Japan is licked before demanding freedom
from England, Judd replies: the Indian peeple can

defend- themselves against Japan only if they are e

free, only if they have something worth defend-/ '.
ing, their national independence, which they hav.,\

In a closing letter, Judd, speaking for the op-n
prr-.-ssed and gagged workers of India, tells th._
Amerjcan and British “workers why they must
assist in the ‘struggle for Indian mdependence and

.how the Indian Revolution is bound up WJ,tl‘i bat-
-tles of the American workers,

At the end of thebook there fs'a sectlon called
“Facts on India” which speak as eloquently as Sta-

_tistics can about conditions in that country,

The Indian-people are on the march—their! rev.
olution has just begun. -In the course of tlme, ‘the
Indian workers will create ‘the necessary m'gan-
izations and leadership for victory. The ‘American
workers must assist them: But-first we must undere

. stand what.is happening in. Indl&—and why. !‘or

this,- Henry. Judd’s book is: nwaluable am‘.l is a
must for e\renr worker. 5

N° C omme I‘It £, . k-

« “According to the Frenchmen who have comg
here ' (North Africa) from France, the fear of the
German political and" military police.. haunted
them. They were certain'that the Germans would

. sooner;or later occupy the whole of France....’

“These arrivals quite -candidly acknowledged B
that Admiral Darlan’s authoritarian; corporate and
clerical state system was for'them anything but
temporary. This is the way they see the futur®
shaping up. for them:' The Allies will drive the
Germans out of North Africa, wrest contrel of the
Mediterranean from the Axis, win the vittory in

upon, according to President, Roosevelt's’ pledgg,
these terrﬂo;;e}wlﬂ return to French hands, Hays
ing, ' through”“the immigration of mdusfnehsﬁs._-.
bankers 'and financiers, gained the political ma-

rally hope .to. perpetuate 'a regime favorable to
3 --New York Txmes, December 8.
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