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In Questions
Of Truth” Says
P O. Attorney

At a hearing held January 21 in the Postmaster General’s
offlce in Washington at the instigation of Attorney General Fran-

. Gis, Blddle Post Office Attorney William C. O’Brien demanded

the suppression of The Militant, weekly labor paper. Answering
the argut‘nént made by The Militant’s attorney, Albert Goldman,
dnd By Ostond K. Fraenkel, wha is helping in the defense of The
Militdnt as attorney for the Civil Liberties Union, that neither Bid-
die ridr the Post Office Department had proved that the paper had
adtéd in violation of any law or was guilty of misstating facts,
o’ rien surmed up the position of his department with the bald

statement

. "We are not interested here with questions of truth or
ﬁlslty. 1t does not make any difference if everything The

Mllll-ant said is true.”

. Before a hearing board of three Post Office Department offi-
cscls selected by -Postmaster: General Walker, O'Brien introduced
into the record a letter from Francis Biddle to the Postmaster Gen-
eral, dated December 28, advising the department to take action

“to suspend the second-class mailing rights of The Militant under
the espionage Act of 1917 and according fo the infamous prece-
dent of the W.S. Supreme Court in the case of the Milwaukee

Ledder vs. Burleson.

(Burleson, as Postmaster General during

World ‘War | earned for himself @ notorious reputation as a vi-
cious enemy of labor and democratic rights.)

O'Brién then introduced in evidence, as “Exhibit A, a series
of exterpts from The Militant which were reported in a recent issue

of , LABOR - ACTION.

In addition, without having previously in-

formed the cttorneys for The Militant, he introduced as “Exhibit

To Biddle
Below we publish a lettér sent by
Morris Mllgram, national secretary
of the Workeérs Defense Leagug, to
Frahcis Biddle. The Workers De-
' fense League has been extremely ac-
tive in defending the rights of LA-
BOR ACTION and The Militant. .

. .
Hah Fra.nms Biddle, = ¢

Attorney Géneral of thq United
iBtates, NI e

ﬁladle...
At the Jahuary 21 ﬁenfmgs on the

| revocation 6f the sécond-class mail-
ing ‘priviléges of The Militant, insti-

tutéd ' by Postmastér’ ‘Genetal ¥Frank -

Walket upbn yout: récomimendation,
at iniportant. question of civil rights

was ' raised which ‘needs your per- -

gonal attention:: Have. Americans the
right to print the truth if it does not

give military miormatmn to the en---

emy" i

My, William ‘C. OBrien, arguing

for fhé Post Office solicitor, stated
that “The Post Office does not charge
fhat the paper’s statements are false.”
He arguéd that it is a violation of
the law to dweit at Ierigth on any in-
ccmtrove‘rtxble ‘facts—he gave as ex-
amples the' horrors .of wounds, the
restrictions  of tiisc:plme — which
,would discourage enlistment in the
ar.rneg! furces. ;
5 1s posxhon was._of coursé tlear
hg a;\re the Rearings, notice for which
‘Was; accompamed by exceérpts from
th.is week k datmg ‘back -t6 Decém-
be;, (1941, The charges cover mate-
rial. a;legmg, 3

T 'IJl‘us ist 4n imperwllst war  which

'Margists cannot- support.

2. Empléyers are . .makifig  huge

prcrﬁts while! workets aré forced

' 'tp vhaké needléss sacrifices.

« 34 Diserimifiation against Negroes
continués in the arﬂneﬂ forces and
wat: ihdustry.

M. B1d&1e you khow that point 1-
((_}_émtinued on page 3)

B’ a series of seventy-eight ex-
cerpts including every issue of
the paper from the December
13, 1941, issue to the date of
the hearing. =~
It is impossible within the
fimitations of our space to
detail these excerpts. In
brief, however, O’Brien con-
tended that it was impermis-
sible to publish the fact that

Jim Crow ‘exists in the armed
forces; that labor is carrying the
-burden of the war and that there
is no "equallty of sacrifice”; that

" the war is imperialist_in na,ture,

thit = Roosevelt - has - collaborated
with faselsts (Darn\n}*'-'lbnt profit-
~eering s 'rammt;' that-U.8. busi-

. ness. men. lfor .exmﬁﬂ‘ Standard.
~Ofl) had business -relations with

the Nazi monopolists; that the Na-
tional Association of Manufactur-
ers is waging a war against labor;
that India ought to have its inde-
pendence; and much else of the
same.

- In general the excerpts covered
every phase of political, 'economie
and social .comment. "Most astonish-
ing of: all, however, the excerpts in-
troduced as charges against The Mili-
tant included quotations from other

(Continued on page 3)
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ONE CENT

WHAT DID FDR-CHURCHILL

ACCOMPLISH AT MEETING?

Tiine for a Labor Pdrty!'l

-

The two principal spokesmen of the United Nations, Roose-
velt and Churchill, have completed their sensational meeting in
Casablanca, but what was accomplished during the ten days of
secret sessions, if the official reports are to be believed, is far less
significant and important to the workers of this and other coun-
tries than what was obviously not accomplished.

In spite of the spectacular setting of the conference, and the
dramatic publicity following. it, it seems clear that the decisions
adopted by the representatives of the United States and England
were primarily of a military character. There are no signs, how-
ever, that any of the pressing political problems were brought one

Resentment
Spikes Sperry
Staggered

Shift Plan

Pending negotiations with the
union (UE-CIO) eon the contract,
Sperry Gyroscope Co. this week
withdrew its ruling on the stag-
gered work week and longer work
day. As reported in last week’s LA~
BOR ACTION, the Sperry company
had informed its workers that the
staggered shift would be put into ef-
fect. However, the wave of resent-
ment that swept through the plant
forced the company to delay action
on its plan.

The union leadership did little to
stop the staggered shift except in-
sofar as they were forced to reflect
the - senitiment - of - ke, méinbership.
In most tases they did what they
could-to stifle-#he-opposition of the

workers to the 'p]an. which expressed -

itself in petitions and demands for
a sit-down, for a policy of staying
out on Sunday, or for other methods
of demonstration.

The company itself saw the direc-
tion of the wind, and, evidently
deeming it wiser to announce a face-
saving gesture than fly headstrong
against the aroused sentiments of the
men -and women in the planf, an-
nounced it would negotiate the plan
with the union,

(Continued on page 2)

$-a-Year Men Infest Dep’t. of Agriculture
As Hunger Looms and Wages Are Attacked

By GERTRUDE SHAW

Secretary ~ of Agriculture
Wickard-is a master of under-
statement. - In 'h'is' annual .report
t6 the President, :just. releaséd,
he says that ““we ‘may have to
revise some ideas about supplies

of food available: to consumeérs

in the next few:months, even of
the foods which we ‘appear to
have in comfortable quantities.”

iﬁibé‘uhding; of Disease-d- Bootleg Meat
Fixes Light on Detroit Black Market

By V. JﬁNSEN

DETROIT — The impounding here
last week of several tons of diseased
Bootlég meéat has  sensationally ex-
posed what has béen common knowl-
édge and éause for complaint among
bblrolt héiisewives for months—the
story of Deiroit’s Black Market.
. Fér . momhs Dettroit . Housewives
have heen going to the butcher to
find that there was no meat, or that
it they‘ were stat&y custoniers will-
ing to; ipay *way above ceiling prices,
they right-gdet a plece of meat, and
évén. that-was likély to be bootleg
rheat, Uninspected and diseased.

e a; lbﬂg g4d, sordid story of bu-
:éahératie indfficiehcy, ' eorruption
akd now trime. -

When ~ OPA: first set quotas for
meéat. for " the’ Detrbit arda it did s6
érblti‘arily. réfusing ‘to. taKe: intd -ae-

édount - the iriflux “of 33,000 “workers®
into ‘the 4té4 in - the.past fdurteen:
Thése hard-working people -
aré not vegétarians. . By Noveniber -

: d. I
a Seriéus shoriage had developed. In - 900€ ROV EU

months.

- December: 4 ;mistake wof the. OPA in-

* néglécting: to motify. -retailers of -in-
creased © céilings: diverted holiday
:meéat. akid 6wl to, New York -and

: other !céntetﬁi whete: retailers - had

January a further cut went into ef-
fect.

There are "celhngs on whole-
sale and retail prices, but none on
the prices that farmers can ask,
Michigan and Ohio farmers are
turning to more profitable mar-
kets than Detroit» Then the big
packers come down and ‘bid high-
er prices and corner somé meat.
Of course they are out o make
their profit,

So they sell to retfailers.
bill retailers at OPA prices and
the 'amount above OPA prices is
typed on a small piece of paper
with nothing else on.it. The re-
failer pays the OPA price by check
and the amount above in casl}—

. just to_keéep the record alear..Of :
“-¢ourse_ all this is passell on- to -the:
“housewife, who has to de: more .-

than pincl: pétinies in Detreit:- she:
has ‘to wring. the,m out. e

’Ifhe - housewife and the =

impounded last
week, But the OPA, with only sev-

_en inspectars for the 3,500 meat shops
_in:the Detroit.area, could only wag a
in warning like' the”

;t.ha.t they qmﬂd pay £ toothless old:erone it really isc Mean-

bony -finger:

Cunﬁnued on page 2) o
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OFA of_-'_'
course knew all this before the dis-

Howeves, Donald. Montgom-
ery, who “or seven years was
consumers’ counsel of the De-
partment'of Agriculture, formu-
lates the bungled food situation
into the . human equation. He
says: _ - .

“’It will mean hunger, the
hollow as well as the hidden
kind. It will mean starvation
for many of our American
people. No question about
that. Maybe those who starve

won’t fall over dead in the .

street. There are other ways.
to starye that are slower, less
ohﬂous, and less disturbing
to public pride.”

The working people who are
faced with the stark reality de-
scribed ‘by Mr. Montgomery
must put a very pointed ques-
tion to Mr. Wickard: “Will the

dollar-a-year men' in the De-
partment of Agriculture wuse
their key positions for the pro-
duction of food for the people—
OR FOR PROFITS FOR THEIR
COMPANIES?”

This is merely a rhetorical

question. Everyone knows of
the excellent job dollar-a-year men
have been doing,— FOR - THEIR
COMPANIES! The Truman and
other congressional reports have dis-

_closed the unrelenting efforts of
_these self-sacrificing representatives
. of hig husin_ess in government, to

steer war orders—at most attractive
contract terms—to their real pay-
masters.

There are forty-three such
stooges in the Depariment of Agri-
culiure—by Mr. Wickard’s own
count.

The Associated Press reported that-

“Mr. Wickard directed that they be
invited to accept positions as full-
time, paid employees and relinquish
compensation from a private corpo-
ration or similar enterprise.”

That's a laugh—no, a howl! Mr.
Wickard does not throw the dollar-
a-year stooges of the big farm in-
terests out of his depariment on
their ears. No, not that, He makes
respectable “full - time, paid em-
ployees” out of them.

About the “relinquishing” of ¢om-
pensation from their firms and back-
ers, it need only be said that there
are ways of “relinquishing” that DO
NOT RELINQUISH — even though
the same is not true about starving.

So the set-up in government is
this: 1) Congress—influenced by the
farm bloc, which has just succeeded
in getting an increase in parity that
will slap at least ten per cent onto
food prices; 2) the Department. of
Agriculture — honeycombed . with
camouflaged dollar-a-year men; and
3) an OPA whose outstanding accom-
plishmerit is raising ceilings on con-
sumer gocds, now headed by a man
appointed because of his ability to
get along with the reactionary Con-
gress. ;

Where are YOU, little men and
women, who-—even if you don't fall

over dead .in the street—must neces-:

Bosses Attack Local 719

General Motors Suspends:President of Fighting Local, Fires Steward

CHICAGO—In line with the national
offensive of General Motors. Corp.

“agalngt e UAW- YO, the Electro-

“Motive Divislon- of GMC is carrying

form in the Electro-Motive plant in-

“the past Several weeks. A steward
and a committee were fired on flim-
‘duce the UAW to a shambles will not

sy excuses, eight men were given
six to eight days of disciplinary lay-

offs and more recently the ;:resiﬂent
of “the Tacal was suspended temporar-
1ly “pending further imrestiga.ﬂnns"".

)

e SR e e e R e LI s

out ‘a viéxaus attat:k 'against Lar.a! :
719, g

" This general oﬂ‘ensive ut capital-
agains!; labor . has -taken : concrete .-

without any specific charges made
against him. This is only a begin-
ning..... - =

e Fom Meehan, ace hatchet man for::
--General Motoi's, operating as ‘labor. -
- relations director ‘at Electro-Motive,

has” shown “by these actions that -he

is out to smash the union.. This pro-
 fessional union. buster ‘has .to. be
“taught a lesson. General Motors. has

to be taught that the attempt to re-

succeed. These atfacks are not iso-

-lated. to the Eleciro-Motive = plant.
,There are reports of similar attacks

thruughuut the country.

These attacks must be-fought vig-
orously by the International. In the
great organizing campazgn of 1036-~

37 the. UAW brought GM- to its knees

and proved that the-strength of ‘labor

otganized along industrial lines on

the basis of a. militant class struggle

policy was stronger than this mighty

‘corporation. . The same thing must.
. be done ‘again. A program of mili-

tant' action against these union bust-
ers must be carried out.

The first step- in such a2 program
is to call a spec!al convention of
the UAW to rescinid‘the no-strike

' (Continued on page 2}
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sarily suffer from the “slower, less
obvious, less disturbing” ways .of
starving during this war!

The only place you can be—or

be represented—is on your own,
self-organized, food commitiees of -
workers, poor farmers and house-
wives, - The organized little men
and women (workers and workers'
housewives) must themselves find
the ways fo enforce price conirols
and real rationing—and to get food
produced for consumption regard-
less of the profits of the big busi-
ness and big farm interests. That'’s
where the little men and women
of ‘the country will be represented

(Continued on psje 3

step closer to solution. If any-
thing, the character and re-

sults of the Casablanca confer-

ence indicate that these prob-
lems have become more acute.

What military decisions were

taken was naturally not dis-
closed. In any case, it is nof
what we are concerned with. It
is sufficient to realize at least
three things which do not re-
quire any special military
knowledge:

1. The myth of Nazi invincibility
has been violently shaken on the
Russian and North African fronts in
the last few months, and if Ger-

many’s capacity for blitzkrieg has
not been exhausted, it has at least

‘been seriously impaired.

2. At the same timeé, however, de-
spite the defeats suffered by the
Germans, the end of the war in Eu-
rope is not even in sight. Not even
the most optimistic responsible
statesman on the Allied side sees a
victory before another fwo years;
many give a remofer date. Hitler
and, Goebbels have stopped falking
altogether abouf an early victory,

The conflict is. -seitling down mors. ..

and’ more to a war of grisly, devas-

‘tating atfrition.

3. As for the FEast, no snbshnﬁal-
dent has yet been-made in the em=

pire which Japan has won and seems ~

to be consolidating, and optimism on
an early end to the war.in that

sphere is not fo be found in. -either:-

camp,

The predeminance ot multary \per. g

sonages in attendance at Casablanca
indicates that the main point on the
agenda was the bolstering and exe
tension of the recenily improved
military position of the Allies,

The improvement in the military
position of the Allies has been ac-
companied, however, by a steady de-
terioration of their political position
or, more accurately, by a multiplica-

tion and intensification of their own-

inner political problems and con-
flicts, ¥t is to these problems thaf
Wendell Willkie undoubtedly re-
ferred when he hastened to deseribe
the resulis of the Casablaneca cone
ference as “disappointing.” A simi-
lar 7position seems already fo be
taken by at least sections of the Brit-
ish Iabor and liberal press,

This feeling of “disappointmem”
will undoubtedly be shared by more
and more peeple particularly by

those who believe that thig is fun- _
damentally'a war for democracy, or
against faseism, and ‘who are there- . .
fore really disappointed to learn, as

the days and months and years go
by, that the war iz no such thing,
and, consequently, iz not heing cone
ducted as if it were that kind of
war.

We cannot go mta the necessary

(Continued on page 4)

ILG Workers Seek Action on

The “stoppage” in the New York
dress industry which began Tuesday
morning, and the reasons for the
strike given by the ILGWU leader-
ship, raise some interesting questions.

In the first place, President Du-
binsky and General Manager Hech-
man say that the “stoppage” is
“spontaneous.” What does this mean
when the facts in the case are taken
into conkidéeration? The union asked
for an increase in pay, or "wage
equalization.” -

employers to consent.ts arbitfation.

stall. - They wanted the OPA to ap-
prove ‘an increase before they dis-
cussed wage -increases. The - union
replied . correctly that “we are mot
concerned’ w:th the OPA, We have
no sta;aﬁfﬁg before the OPA. We
‘don’t participate in profits.”

Furthermore, Mr. Dubinsky . de-

The “employers - re- -
.. fused.. Then the unions asked the -

- - After
. planned negotiations they. got noth-.

DS T A e

Wage Demands by Stoppage

'By DAVID COOLIDGE

clared that “We cannot hold back
our workers any longer, and we will
make no more attempts to do so.”
At another point Dubinsky said: “All
we can say is that our workers will
not carry the burden for the contin-
ually rising cost of living. The em-
ployers have continually evaded and
have finally rejected our offer of ar-
bitration. The conferences are over.
The workers will now take such ac-
tion as they see fit and we eannot
stop them.”

These" zfe brave !-sw words :by.
Dubinsky. Not only bmve but .

-~ democratic new words: “The work~
This request was presented ‘to the
_ employers on September 23, four--
months ago. All that the employer.

associations have done since then is .

‘ers will ‘take such action as :they
“see fit® ‘But in the circumstances
- as related by Dubinsky, they don’t
add up to-spontaneity. - There have
been long negetiations which got
"nowhere, Of ‘course. these workers
are disgusted ‘and want fo strike,
What else can they de? But there
is nothing sponfaneous . about it;
~weeks  of .organized and

‘(Continued 'on page 2)
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THEY ARE UNITED AGAINST

An Associated Press reporter de-

- seribed the oceupation of a Lybian

town by the British: “Italian police
had been expecting the British. The
Italian prefect had been receiving the
order from Rome to remain with his
entire administrative staff to protect
the remaining ecivilians from the
Arabs. He put the entire police
force at the disposal of the wisitors.
.+ About 100 Italian police had been
left behind to guard the 300 Ifalian
civiliang from the Arabs, who ap-
peared to hate the Italians.”

What an illustration of the basic
imperialist character of the war.
The moment the “natives threat-
en,” the moment ihe people held
in . oppression by both warring
samps stir, then the differences he-
tween the camps are forgoifen and
they both unite against the oppres-
sed natives. Halian pr'".: and
British troops will jo! ..y see to
it that the Arabs are kept in the
same state of subservience. There
was ocertainly very litile {talk
shont the VFOUR FREEDOMS
when the British had their little
chat with the Italian prefeci!

In French North Africa, a new ex-
pert in policing has just been hired.
Peyrouton, ex-Minister of Police un-
-der- Petain, has offered his services
and been accepted on the record of
past performance. And Mr. Peyrou-

< ton ig the right man in the right

place, It is a known fact that when
Leon Blum became the head of the

first Popular Front government, he

was not very eager to displace reac-
administrators anywhere,

Ewrope in Rewolt

News from &-Smlm Camp

THE NATIVES

and especially not ity the French col-
onies. But Peyrouton was neverthe-
less ousted from Tunisia immediate-
ly, Not so much because of Blum's
liberalism, but simply because the
repressive policy Peyrouton had
applied against the Arabs was pro-
voking an outbreak.

In later years Peyrouton financed
the biggest anti-labor weekly in
France, Gringoire. But his big
chance same after fhe coming fo
power of Peifain. Peyrouton was
made Minister of the Interior, that
is of police. In that post he ap-
plied the methods he had formerly
employed against the Arabs—ithi:
time against French labor militants
and liberals in general, Peyrouton
started the first econcentration
camps. He was responsible for the
raiding of many union headquar-
ters, He denounced anti-fascist
refugees to the Gestapo.

This promising career was sudden-
ly inferrupted when Laval returned
to power, Peyrouton had made onc
mistake, He had not recognized how
astute a politician Laval was. Pey-
routon had been collaborating with
the Nazis, resorting to any vilenes:
necessary to gain their favor. Bu:
Laval was nof the man to play sec
ond fiddle to Peyrouton. First Pey
routon seemed to get the upper
hand. He was instrumental in the
arrest of Laval, but Laval had his
comeback. Peyrouton was turned
out. But “experts” of his type ave
needed and now we have another
“democratic” expert on the ftreat-
ment of natives in North Africa.

AMERICAN AMBASSADOR GIVES FRANCO AN ASSIST

The American Ambassador 1o
Spain has just made a speech in
which, according to the New York
Times, he “hit hard at Axis-inspired
rumors that an Allied victory would
mean the overturn of the present
government in Spain. If the politi-
cal institutions of Spain undergo any
change or modification in future
years, he declared emphatically, il
will be the work of the Spaniards

*  within Spain—not of the U.S. or

the Spanish emigres.”

In other words, those who insist
that the “Spanish emigres"—that is,
the millions of Spanish workers who

~fought for socialism, or, more sim-

ply, for a democratic regime—shall
have a say on the future of Spain,
are being *“Axis-inspired.” Franco
will be left quife undisturbed. The
gallows and the concentration camps
will continue to be the symbols of

the Spanish state—if the American
Ambassador has his way!

While Spanish and United States
capitalists fraternize, the workers of
the European countries, oppressed by
the Nazis, are beginning to realize
their common interest. Here is a
piece of news which shows a bit of
this solidarity in action:

“Eleven Norwegian boys, rang-
ing in age from fourteen to eight-
een years, will be brought to trial
in Kristiansand by German au-
thorities. They are charged will
having aided deserters from the
German army, both officers and
men. The boys are being held in
jail and are not allowed Norwegian
counsel; it has been rumored that
punishment will-be severe and 2
storm of public protest has arisen
against the treatment of the boys.”

Cleveland Workers Answer Boss Attack
With Widespread Series of Strikes

Special to LABOR ACTION

CLEVELAND—Cleveland labor was
frozen to its job several weeks ago.

_ Immediately taking advantage of

this, Cleveland bosses cracked down
in earnest. Knewing that the work-
ers could not leave their jobs, they
immediately started speed-ups, sus-
pended privileges and stopped wage
raises altogether, ‘

' And Cleveland labor has answered
this attack with the most militant
and widespread series of sirikes the
oity has had since Pearl Harbor. At

present five strikes are in progress.

At the Jones & Loughlin's Otis

- works here United Steel Workers

have struck twice this week for
wage increases. The sirike has faken
the form of “mass absenteeism,” that
is, the men just stay away from their
jobs. At the Hauserman Co., mem-
bers of the United Furniture Work-
ers are out, accusing the company
of “using the federal mediation set-
up to stall off negotiations” for wage
increases.

A very interesting strike .in-

volving members of the United
Steel Workers employed at the
Triplex Screw Co. is in progress.
All of the strikers, who are seck-
ing a wage increase, are girls.

- At the Grabler Manufacturing Co..
members of the CIO Steel Worker.
are on strike for wage increases.

At the Fulton Foundry & Machine
Co., Iaborers in an AFL molders un-
ion are on strike against the bureau-
crats at the head of the union. As
the union looks out for the skilled
workers only, the laborers have re-
fused to pay their dues and are stay-
ing out in protest against efforts io
force them to do so.

These strikes are especially signifi-
canf and indicative of the feeling of
workers here, since they are all con-
ducted in spite of the protests of the
official union leadership. Unlike such
‘cities as Akron or . Detroit, Cleve-
land has a minority of honest, mili-
tant labor leaders. The Stalinists and
old-line AFL conservatives hold the
official positions, But the rank and
file have different ideas.

News and Views from the Labor Front

Shipyard Local 9 Militants Put Pressure on Po"ard

SAN PEDRO—The members of Lo-
cal 8 of the Shipyard Union have
recently been informed that the Gen-
eral Execcutive Board has agreed to
permit elections of shop stewards for
the Los Angeles yard, in'spite of the
fact that the autonomy of the local

and its right to elect officers is still

suspended.

Alihough Walier Pollard, the na.
tir—al office’s dictator oaver the local,
ma, claim eredit for this partial res-
tori. = of democracy, it iz a fact
that he was moved to act only after
considerable pressure was put on
him by the shop stewards, especially
from the swing shifft. As a matier
of fact, Pollard was already moving
to- APPOINT stewards until opposi-
fion arese in the stewards’ council
and among the militants in the yard.

This demonstrates what LABOR
ACTION has said: militant rank and
file opposition to Pollard’s bureau-
cratic methods is the road to resto-
ration of a democratic, fighting un-
L1,

One fly in the ointment is that
the stewards' ecouncil will ne
longer have the right to elecl
their own grievance commitiec.
All they can do under the new
set-up is to make nominafions for
the grievanee committee to the
Execntive Board, wihch will then
make appointments.

This is a highly bureauecratic and
.igh-handed innovation and as such
should be submitted to the member-
ship for final decision. The demo-

cratic conirol over the shop stew-
ards and their grievance committee
is essential in order to keep the un-
ion alive and on its toes. When the
stewards can't elect the grievance
committee, that committee is re-
moved one step farther from con-
trol by the rank and file.

FOLLARD CHANGES HEART
ON L.A. DISTRIBUTION .

LABOR ACTION learns that Pol-
lard has come out in favor of the
demoecratic right of the LABOR AC-
TION distributors to give out the
paper! Our readers will remember
that when Pollard first arrived here
he made wmany public threats
against LABOR ACTION and ifs
distribution. :

It seems that the local was in the
act of deciding to donate $50 to the
defense of four alleged Communist
Party members arrested in Oklaho-
ma under the -state criminal syn-
dicalist law. Pollard was speaking
in favor of the contribution—a. thing
which LABOR ACTION, in spite of
.'s complete gpposition to the Stalin-
ists, also favors—when he also an-
aounced that he would fight to the
ast ditch to defend the right of LA-
2OR ACTION to be distributed even
hough he disagreed with it im its
cntirety.

Our attitude foward Pollard has
been fully expressed in previous
issues, in condemnation of his sell-
out contract and dictatorial role as

ILG Stoppage - -

{Continued from page 1)
.ing. Then mno doubt they began
putting pressure on thelr leaders,
Dubinsky and Hechman. This is
perhaps the “sponfaneous” aspect
of the situation. They want the
leaders to quit horsing around, get
resulis and deliver the goods.

There is something else interesting
about this “stoppage” that makes onc

wonder whether or not Dubinsky's '

declarations are so brave. Is the
stoppage a demand for a wage in-
crease? No, the demand is for the
employers to agree to “submit the
controversy to arbitration.” That is,
after four months of sfalling by the
cmployers they are now to have
months more while a Labor Depart-
ment conciliator investigates, then
reports to ' Madam Perkins. ‘Then

' Secretary Perkins must meditate on

the matter and decide whether or not
to certify the case to the War Labor
Board. After running through all
this red tape, the WLB may get the
case and meditate for a few weeks.

The board may then decide to order

the employers to submit to arbitra-
tion. And by this time the Fourth
of July may have arrived.

Can Cut Through Maze

The dress workers of course can
cut through this maze. Should the
stoppage involve the majority of
the workers the WLB may decide to
take the case directly and render a
decision in about a week. Thousands
-of workers away from the sewing
machines may have more influence
on the WLB than all the talk aboul
arbitration. And, after all, these
workers are employed by and paic
by the dress manufacturers, and not
by the WLB. Idle machines don't
produce any profits.

Dubinsky says that “real” wages
in the industry are the same as in
1933, The average wage is $32 a
week for about seven months in
the year. An increase of $25,000,-
000 in volume of business last year
over 1941 brought the gross in-
come of the industry to the high-
est point since 1933.

The most inferesting. observation
made by Dubinsky is in connection
with the Little Steel wage formula

of the War Labor Board. He said
that the 10 per cent increase of Aug
ust, 1941, had been absorbed by th.
increase in living costs and afy new
wage rise would have fo be abov.
the Little Steel formula. Dubinsk;
said that the Little Steel formulu
“has outlived its usefulness and it i:
not a proper equalization formul:
nder -present conditions.”

The faot is, as pointed out pre-
viously by LABOR ACTION, the
Little Steel formula had outlived
its usefulness immediately after it
was snnounced. It was never 2
formula for increasing real wages.
It didn't even bring the wages o:
the steel workers up to the leve
necessary fo bring the income o.
the workers abreast of the in
crease in the cost of living. Th:
recommendations of the WLB pan '
el made this clear. All this awar.
does is to guarantee that worker:
don’t starve, go naked and live i1
the parks, And no WLB inferven-
tion was needed te guarantee this..
As long Yas the employers are .in
possession of millions of dollars of
government contracts, from which
they are geiting huge profits, they
will see to it that workers get the
minimum necessary to keep them
alive and in condition to produce.

Dubinsky, like other labor leaders
;eems to be much in love with th
words “readjustment” and “equaliza
tion” in connection with demands foi
more wages. They shy away irom
such good old-fashioned expressions
as “wage increase,” “boost in pay”
and “a raise.” But that is what labor
needs and wants. No hifalutin
phrases are necessary to express this
demand. Labor doesn't want its
wages “readjusted.” It wants them
made bigger. It doesn't want any
“equalization.” It wants more dol-
lars in the pay envelope every week
so that it can buy more food, cloth-
ing and the other things necessary
for life and happiness.

We don't hear employers talking
about the readjustment or equaliza-
tion of profits. They are for bigger
profite and bigger salaries. As a

‘means to this end, they are all for

the “readjustment” and “equaliza-

tion” of wages. *

anion administrator and WLB rep-
resentative, As we stated last week,

“Pollard’s appointments “of Stalin- -

ists to key mnion posts has dealt
the upion a real blow, Buf aside
from what one may guess as to the
reasons for [Pollard’s apparent
change of hearf, we must say, in
accordance with our praciice. of
speaking the truth, that Pollard’s
statement on LABOR ACTION is

Local 719--

(Continued from page 1)
pledge. This pledge is the maiu
source of all the difficulty being
experienced by the union. The
bosses, guaranteed by this stupid
policy that the umion will not use
its most effective weapon, feel:
free to take any and all steps
against the union. It's like sending
an army into battle without am-
munition and informing the enemy
of this fact in advance. You can
imagine how long the army would
last in such a battle. The same
holds true for the union, The firsi
step in any campaign must be o
RESCIND THE NO - STRIKE
PLEDGE!

Election of. officers for Local 719
will take place in a few weeks. The
workers of EMD will then be able
to determine what kind of policy
they want. To continue the present
weak-kneed and ineffective  policy
put over by Terry Kandall and his
Stalinist stooges means suicide for
the union. You ecan’'t gain anything
by answering every company attagk
with a post card to the President.
And this seems to be the only action

the Kandall outfit is willing o take. .

And all this on the basis of some
»ogus patriotism taken from the
ages of the Daily Worker, organ oi
1e¢ Communist Party.

Two slates of officers have been
wminated. One slate headed by
Kandall and the other headed by
Evron McGreer and Bob Wilson.
The success of the latter will mean
that the members of Local 719 are
tired of the Kandall-Stalinist pro-
gram. MoGreer and Wilson are
much more susceptible to the pres-
sure of the rank and file and sup-
ported the move to rewlml the no-
strike pledge. :

What is still necesssry is a clear
ut enunciation of a program by th
VleGreer-Wilson groups based on @
militant policy of fighting the cor-
ooration at every turn of the whee"

—not after the war, but now, whilc:

we still have a union to figh! for.
The publication of such a policy
along with education of the mem-

bership to the necessity for this pol--

icy, will insure the defeat of Kan-
dall & Co. and the victory of the
MecGreer-Wilson slate.

Buy LA and NI

'n Cleveland:

G&M Newsstand, Superior and Tl
':.ree_t.

‘n Detroit at;

Carl’s Book Store, Clairmount .
‘podward.
Book Store, Baltimore and Cass

1 Buffalo:

Main and Huron, mext
to Gamler’s,
Main and Mohawk.

.n No. Philadelphia:

S.E. Corner—19th and Coltumbia
N.W. Corner—19th and Master.
N.E. Corner—20th and Turner.

a good thing, not only for LMIOR
ACTION itself, but for civil liber-
ties and democratic rights in gen-
eral.

If Pollard really means what hc
said, he can show it right now. Hav-
ng come through with fifty bucks
for the Oklahoma communists, we
would like to see Mr. Pollard and
Local 9 send their protest ta the
Post Office Department against their
totalitarian procedure of holding up
LABOR ACTION without charges.
explanation or reason.

CALIFORNIA CIO WRITES
WICKARD ON FOOD SITUATION
The California State CIO has re-’
cently called to the attention of Secs
retary of Agriculture Wickard the
scandalous situation with regard to

.the black market and the meat, but-

ter and egg shortage., In a strongly
worded telegram they ask him to
take emergency measures to meet
the situation immediately., This
should only be a beginning. Only
through mass pressure. will this pro-
test escape being filed away as usual
in the already over-stuffed files of
the Washington bureaucrats. When
the workers themselves in their mil..

lions demand action to provide the.

very necessities of life, then results
will be forthcoming.

Washington has a peculiar way
of responding only to whai it ealls
emergencies. And there are emer-
gencies only when the workers in.
thelr justifiable anger stand up and
shout. Washington responds jusi
like the boss—when you. ialk of
atrike, they move and move fast.
Therefore the workers must de-
mand the final say over rs,tluuing
and price control,

As the most powerful sipgle Ioca'
of the CIO on the West Coast, Loca
) should give the lead and impetus
io a movement among the trade un
ions along these lines.

LABOR'S EYE FIXED
ON NLRB HEARING

One of the big events on which .
all of labor on the West Coast has.
its eyes fixed is the outcome of the-
NLRB hearings now being conducted
at the instigation of the CIO. The
CIO claims ‘that certain yards now
organized into the AFL  under a
closed shop agreement had such an
agreement-drawn up and signed be:
{ore there were more than a hand-
ful of men"in the yard. ‘The CIO is

petitioning the NLRB for the right

to hold an election in these yards,
claiming . that these men have been
denied the right to have a union ot
their own choosing. Such an election
should be held. We can only hope
that the CIO will conduct a vigorous
and militant campaign in these yards
when and if the decision goes their
way, but we are afraid they won't.

It was only a few months ago
that the CIO lost.a very imporiant.
election in Buffalo to the AFL be- -
cause it tried to organize the men

Black Market--

(Continued from page. 1)
while, the housewife keeps on pay-
ing.

This week, of \course, OPA made
a big splash with criminal action
against the retailers of  diseased
meat—but everyone knows that next
week things will be the same. The
black market in meats will get worse
as will the black market on other
food items, which are already dip-
ping deep into the purse of the
housewife. Only organized action
and vigilance on the ‘part. of the
workers’ wives against profiteering
and price gouging can protect their
families from serious food shortages
and sky-high prices in the eomjng
months.

Readers of.

Technical Progress
And Labor’s Future

Dear Editor:

The machine tool industry has start~
ed to work on & new development
which shows the effect technical
progress has on labor.

Several large plants in the country
are now at work on a new auto-
matiec turret lathe. Previously, the
operation of this basic production
machine required some skill and
training, and a worker could feel
that he had a trade when he became
a competent operator. These new
machines, however, are entirely  au-
tomatic. The operator needs only to
insert the material, start the ma-
chine, and remove the finished piece.
The job requires about as much gkill
as digging ditches or picking fruit.

This development is not so impor-
tant in itself as it is indicative of the
trend modern industry follows.. La-
bor has two lessons to learn from
developments such as this. First, this
new, efficient, productive machine
makes workers’ control of industry
sven simpler. Using such machines,
wmd producing for use rather than
lor profit, it is possible to create =
fow of goods that would permanent-
g abolish poverty and raise the
tandard of living to the socialisl
wel.-

A \'-! “Iﬁ‘lﬁé‘.nﬂ.“' 5

However, under the present system
of producing for profit, this machine
will only act to lower wages and
inerease insecurity. A turret lathe
department now consists of skilled
operators drawing good wages. Soon,
such a department will employ pro-
duction workers, and a few highly
skilled set-up men.

Developments such as this spell
the doom of craft unionism. At pres-
ent, unions of skilled craftsmen ecan
ignore unskilled workers, especially
Negroes, because they know that
even though the unskilled workers
are outside of the union, they can-
not act as strikebreakers because
they do not have the necessary skills.
Such improvements* as this new
lathe, which anyone can operate,
make industrial unionism impera-
tive. A ‘union of thé handful of

. skilled set-up men would be im-

possible because the company can
carefully select company men for
the jobs.

Technical progress means two
things, then, to the working class.
For the present, it means they must
organize, and organize all sections of
the working elass, inte industrial

‘unions. For the not-far-distant fus

ture, it meéans working class control
of industry and a high standard of
living on a soctalist scale is possible.

G D. (G!evelamﬁ)

Jabmdcﬂm]alm,ilm,] oL ...

Colonel Is Detroit’s
Strikebreaker No. 1

Dear Editor:

This week the U.S. Army in the
person of Colonel George E. Strohg,
chief of plant protection for the
Army Air Forces in Detroit, emerged
as strikebreaker No. 1 of that area.

This gallant officer, for some
months engaged in a series of flank
maneuvers against Detroit labor
militants (some surreptitious firings,
none too subtle threats against labor
in the press, etc.) has finally come
out in a direct attack against the
militant leaders of the strike at Bohn
Aluminum & Brass Corp.

LABOR ACTION readers will re-.

member that the Bohn workers were
sick and tired of the run-around that
the WLB had been giving them in-
stead of the pay raise they were én-
titled to and desperately needed in
this city of soaring living costs, and
went out on strike. In charged the
colonel, roaring like a bull, with the
FBI not far behind, to break the
strike. _

Now that the strike has been set-
tled, Colonel Strong has ordered
seven militant sirike leaders, one a
woman, fired. ¥He has had their
names and addresses -published in
the city press. And although he has

'piously declared that since these.

workers were not iound “subversive”
they are not being blacklisted, every-
one in Detroit over the age of three
knows that this is the malarkey. Al-
ready one of them, who was work-
ing in another war plant, has been
fired from his new job.

The bosses and their press have
been loud and hysterial in their
praise of the brave action of the
colonel. Harried and pale because
the workers are not taking the bit-
ter dish they have been irying to
hand them under the guise of patri-

otism, and because for three solid.

months now there has not been a
week in Detroit without some strike
in a war plant, the bosses look to
the action of the colonel as a ray of
hope for the future. Redding the
Detroit press makes it clear that
they see Strong's actlon against the

defenseless: strikers and -the rather

small local as the bravest exploit of

the war since Colin Kelly sank the .

Haruna. Another such battle won
and they’ll be out to get him the
Congressional Medal of Honor.

And well they might—IF by such
intimidation Strong could subdue the
militant labor movement of this city.
But that is not a one man job. So

far the UAW leadership has not pro--

tested the firings, confining itself to

-weak protestations that if it had a

union shop’ it could discipline the -

e ‘ ]ﬁvm‘f
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membership itself, The boss press
has been quick to point out that a
closed shop contract in Ford did not
prevent a strike of several thousand
workers two weeks ago.

The truth is that the temper of
rank and file labor is running high

here. Stung by the raw deal and
run-around the bosses and the WLE

have been giving them, and angered
by the disadvantageous freezing ol
labor, the soaring cost of living and
the appearance of the black® markel
here, the rank and file don't want to
take any more lying down. And
Strong would have io be Superman
te change that.

V.J. (Detroit.)
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" bership.’ It has; for example, ‘been

" the company evidently undersiands

. We ehullm(e you to_ break the sub-

inhwomlmbypmmhﬂm
that the CIO was more in agree-
ment with the President. But the
men in the shops choose thely union
not in sccordance to which union
supports Roosevelt the most, buj
which union will advance their in-
terests and protect their johs and
working conditions. The' AFL
made lots of promises and conse-
quently won ihe election, How-
ever, the promises were immedi-
ately broken. Many of the men in
the AFL yards now being ehals
lenged are good union men who
would prefer the CIO, bui most
.of them are new fo industrial work
and to unionism and they must be
convinced.

The CIO can do it, but only if it
promises them a militant fight to
protect their standard of living,
which is steadily falling. The elec-
tions will be won or lost on that
basis. We would like to see the CIO"
win out, but it will do so only if the
lessons of the UAW in Buffalo are
absorbed,

Sperry--

(Continued from pags 1)

However, with victory tempo-
:arily won, it will be necessary for
Iim militants in the shop snd in
he union to remain on their toes
to guarantee that the victory is
made permaneni. There is no
doubt that Sperry, with the col-
laboration of the supine union
teadership will iry to iniroduoce the
staggered shift plecemeal, Already
there are indications that the long-
er work day Will go through at an
carly date.

A longer work day rne:ets with
mnajority approval because it will
mean a larger pay envelope. The
thing to watch out for is that under
cover of this heavier envelope, wage
STANDARDS aren't cut and the
staggered shift finally installed. The
ultimate end of the staggered shift,
or proposals which tend in that di-
rection; is to-destroy- union sitandsrds
{ov Sunday and’overtime work. &

* The workers, by voicing their ‘op-
position to the original plan—to the
point where that opposition wasg un-
mistakably clear to the management
—showed that they realized this. But
they will have to keep a sharp look-
out+-un the company and the union

‘eadership—to see to it that the same
end isn't accomplished under another
guise.

Up to now the lanleuhip llll
handled the contract in an undem-
ocratic manner. It was submitied
to the company without the vote
of the membership. Varlous
schemes that seem to be afoot have
not been anriouriced to the mem-

rumored that the company has ef-
fered a Joint orgin in’place of a
~ union’ paper and s company paper.
Tt is not beyond the union leadey-
ship o acoept such a proposal. In
the ciroumstances, extreme viglle :
ance by the union rank and file . °
and BY THE STEWARDS is clear-
ly indicated. Especially so because

and appreciates the role of cerisinm
elements in the union lm
as willing stooges.

The victory won in scotching the
staggered shift, at least for the pres-
ent, proves that the union members
ship can prevent a sell-out by a ré-
treating leadership if they make
their views known loudly enbugh.
It was the shop stewards who won
victory for the union in the election
which gave the union a majority.
With continued militancy and con- .
tinued alertness on the part of .the
shop stewards, the union member-
ship can still have the final say on
)tneshggeredweekmdontbem-
tract.

A RECORD HIGH!

Hats off to Buffalo, w!uch leads
again in subscriptions and asks for
a bundle order increase besides. All’
other agents please copy! Chicago
and New 'York have taken the first
steps with bundle order increages—
but how about the subscriptions?
Buffalo craves competition. Let's
give it to her!

Here is the record-breaking sub-
seription list, totalling 97, which has
been received in the past two-weel
period:

Buffslo ...
Bronx -
' California
Missouri
Brooklyn
New York City ———.
Jhio
Detroit
[daho :
New Jersey
Wisconsin e
Wyoming ————
" Total

Special thanks this week to thoss
otourmdmwhobawmt!nnb- 3
. scriptions for themselves and their

‘To all LABOR AC'I'!QHM
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By Susan Green

You pay sixty-five cents or sixty-seven cenis for a
‘dozen eggs if you are among the fortunates who can
‘afford them at all. The chain stores and super markets,
~however, are charged forty-four or forty-five cents for
those game eggs. In a3 word, there is a retailer's mark-up
‘of twenty-one to twenty-three cents on a dozen eggs—
or around 50 per cent. This is one example of the wide-
spread profiteering that is swelling war profits.

Now, it is not really hard for working class house-
wives to do something about war profiteering, HERE
I8 A VERY SIMPLE PLAN. )

Every apartment house has some kind of tenant's or-
ganization these days, and every organization has a few

! active women in it. Suppose some woman pioneer on
the block—~Why not you?—should speak to the active
women in each house and convince them of the neces-
gity for organizing a housewives' committee for the
block. The next step would be to take the question up
at the tenanis’ meetings to get everybody's support, In
& short time you would have your block housewives’

__committee, composed of a few active women from each

What next?

For example, you read in the paper about this rob-
ber's mark-up on eggs by the A&P and other retailers.
The committee meets, decides not to pay 50_ per cent
above wholesale prices, AND GETS BUSY TO CARRY
OUT ITS DECISION.

A few women go to the looal OPA and inform
them that unless the reiall prices of eggs are ad-
justed downward, the OPA office will be picketed.
Other groups of women go to the A&P and the
other chain and large retail stores in the neighbor-
hood and demand an immediate mark-down in the
price of eggs—or else! Or else whai?
 Their stores will be picketed and a consumers’ boy-

cott will be organized. If the commiitee’s demands are
. not met, pickets are posted with placards: “WE WON'T

- PAY SIXTY-FIVE CENTS FOR EGGS WHEN THE

\

A&P PAYS FORTY-FOUR CENTS!” “JOIN US IN A
BOYCOTT AGAINST WAR PROFITEERS!”
. Will the women Join? You bet!
. Will such sciion bring resulis? YOU BET!
. . P.S.—Since writing the above the pressure of pub-
licity alone has forded down the retail price of eggs.
Imagine what a little organized action could do to prices.

Armour & Co., one of the largest meat packing con-

cerns in the country, has had.a windfall of profits for
1942—-NETTING $14,802,607 “after taxes and dividend
requirements.” This huge take means as much as $20.85
a ghare on the preferred stock of the company—over and
above and In addition to the aforementioned “dividend
requirements.”
. - Do. the prices at the meat counters make you grind
your, feeth in rage? Well, never you mind. There is no
ill wind. that doesn't blow someone some gaod. |
! Lt g _ .
. Frieda S. Miller, retiring New York State industrial

commissioner, reports that 50,000 women in the state do
_ night work and have a work-week of more than forty-

'l

. elght hours—labor laws to the contrary notwithstanding.
. This situation is true for the entire country, with the
.. repult that the health and safety of women workers are

being undermined and throatened. .
. The shortage of labor is, of course, given as the
., exouse for breaking laws which embody deeades ef
. struggle against plutocratic interesis. However, that

.. exonse cannot be accepted while there are millions

... of Negro workers kept out of jobs hecause of boss-
... bred race prejudice.

... Negro workers must get jobs! Ie better proof needed

..than that their poverty as a group is such that infant

_imortality in 1940 was 6812 per cent greater among Ne-

.. groes. than among whites? -

.. At this. point it becomes crystal clear how interre-
lated are the interests. of black and white workers, To-
gether they must tear away the shortage-of-labor cam-
ouflage the bosses are using to break down labor stand-
ards—while continuing Jim Crow and anti-Semitism.

Women must insist on their rights: the legal protec-
_ tion they are eniitled to—equal pay for equal work—
increases in wages to meet increases in the cost of living.

..This is the basis on which women should work<and

.ot merely eke out an inadequate wage by dint of toil-.

ing unearthly hours, ruining their health and endanger-
ing their lives by fatigue. )
... .To the shortage-of-labor alibi, let white workers re-

‘ply: “WHAT ABOUT EMPLOYING OUR NEGRO SIS-

~TERS AND BROTHERS!”
»

‘While World War I was in progress, the rights-for-
women type of public-spirited women were proclaiming
loudly that women would have to participate in the
peace council:* It would require the woman's touch,
they said, to make a lasting peace.

" History repeats itself in this respect. Again we hear
from the distaff side on the subject of the ennobling in-
fluence of women in making peace—and all that.

Of course, readers of this column know very well
that it champions not only the rights of women, but of
men and of children also—black, yellow and white ones
of all ages, sizes and color of hair. The only “rights” it

. dees not shout for are those appropriated by the ruling
* ¢lasses. Furthermore, this column is a staunch advocate
of the woman's touch—along the lines here indicated.

.. It is not sex, age, color or size of nose of a politi-
oal personage that matters, I don’t remember whe-
ther women participated in the making of the Ver-
sailles Treaty or mot. But it would not have made,
any difference. It is eclass inlerests that count—and
‘the: program offered to further those interesis.

The men and women who will git at the peace council
of World War II will represent the ruling classes of the
victor nations. They will put their heads together to
preserve and extend the same property rights and pow-
ers that fathered World War I and II and that will sire
Weorld War III—unless the war ends with a social ever-
twrn that will place the working classes in power.

Then the negotiators—among whom there will
naturally be leading women of the working classes
~will negotiste a soclalist peace that can be made
lasting. .

Reaction to Churchill!

“The miners employed at Kingshall No. 2 Colliery,
Forth, after hearing the report of the delegate who at-
tended the recent conference addressed by Mr, Churchill
and General Smuts, carried a resolution without a dis-
sention, declaring that the conference served no useful
purpose and condemning the speeches as tending to
place the responsibility for the coal shortage on the
ghoulders of the miners. .

“We call upon the Miners' Federation to end imme-
diately the suicidal policy of class collaboration,” the

vesolution continued, “and to launch an immediate na-

tlon-wide campaign to make clear to the public that the
government and the owners are solely responsible for
“the shortage, and to demand that the coal industry shall
immediately be faken under common ownership, with-

. out payment of compensation, and placed under control

. of the rkers’s"'-!‘xom the British New Leader, Decem-
. TRl R R P oo ; .

By EVERETT WESTON

On December 10, .1940—almost fo
the day a year before Pearl Harbor
—Dr, Virgil Jordan, president of the
National Industrial Conference
Board, spoke before the National
Bankers Assn. Both the man and
the group are highly respected and
we may be certain that what he sald

is an authoritative statement for the .

American bourgeoisie,

“Whatever the outoome of the
war,” he sald, “Amerlea has em-
barked upon a career of imperial-
ism, both in world affairs and in
every other aspect of her life....
At best England will become a ju-
nior partner in a new Anglo-Saxon
imperialism, in which...the Unit.
ed BStates will be the center of
gravity. Southward in our hemi-
.sphere, and westward in the Pa-
cific, the path of empire takes its
way. ,. The soepter passes to the
United Siates.”

There, in one short paragraph, is
the pivot around which revolves all
the curious, and often outwardly
puzzling, aspects of American-British
relations in recent months.

Dispute in North Africa
North Africa, for example. The
British are apparently all but fran-

tic. According to a New York Her-

ald Tribune dispatch from London,

" “Not only does the disquiet make it-

self evident in virtually every dis-
cussion on the progress of the war

and in editorials and special articles -

in the daily press, but today's issues
of all the London weeklies carry
leading articles expressing that wor-
ry in no uncertain terms.”

The London New Statesman and

Nation goes further, The North
Afriean gituatlon “threatens,” . it
‘says, “unless there be plain speak-
ing and betier understanding, to
poison Anglo-American relations.”

The British Minister of Informa-
tion last week found it necessary to
deny a rift. At the same time British
broadcasts are saying that Giraud
will soon be replaced by de Gaulle.

What js the issue? Has Churchill
become g0 much the liberal that he
could not stomach Darlan, that he
cannot now stomach Darlan's eivil
successor, Peyrouton, also but lately
of Vichy? Is the difference so great
between reactionary Giratd and re-
actionary de Gaulle (who until very
recently was a monarchist, and who
has collaborated freely with French
fascisis)? The whole lot of French
diplomats and generals are ohviously
of one stamp. Their politics are sim-

ple, but uninspiring: they are hun-.

gry and théy are reactionary.
The issne is not o complicated

and less ldeological. Ever since the
last war, and increasingly in're-

" cent years, France has been the po-

litioal pawn of Britain, used to pull
hot chestnuts out of continenial

! fires, The Leagne of Nations, set

up to maintain Franco-British su-
premacy, became more and more
the tool of Britain alone. Buf now’
in Africa the United States is using
the sorry remnants of French “de-
mocracy” to set up a similar rela-
tionship between itself and “liber-
ated” France-to-be. Not eonly is
Brifain left ount in the ecold, but,
what is worse, it has started down
the road to reaching the same re-
lationship with the United States,
but on a world scale.

All Is Not Milk and Honey in British-Americuh Re’lations

Ambitions Clash: North Africa, India

The noise you hear is the screech-
ing of brakes—brakes that aren't
working, Members in Parliament
asked very pointed questions about
the enormous development of Amer-
ican airpower in North Africa, and
its implications as to post-war Brit-
ish airpower. They got very evasive
answers. And for all their noisy sup-
port of the “Free” French, when
things got hot in North Africa the
British mno Ionger permitted de
Gaulle to broadcast—at the “re-
quest” of the United States.

The Issue in India

If North Africa is puzzling, India
is even more so. If we wonder why
Churchill should suddenly. object to
Darlan, we listen open-mouthed to
the declamations of Willkie and Wal-
lace and Luce and Luce (female
branch) on the subject of the poor
Indian. Roosevelt himself has avoid-
ed any but highly generalized state-'
ments (for which Willkie has at-
tacked him for "our government's
wishy-washy attitude toward the
problems of India”}, but his approval
is implicit to everything that Wal-

lace and other high government offi-

cials have said on the subject.

Again, what is the issue? Max
Lerner wrote a really funny article

for one of the liberal weeklies prais-

ing Willkie's new-found progressive

‘ideas, but solemnly warning us that

we must not forget too quickly his
rather unsavory past. Has Willkie
become a liberal?

Or consider the now famous Life
“Open Letter to the People of Eng-
land,” demanding that Britain make
it clear that she was not fighiing
to preserve the empire. This was

really an unheard-of imperiinence

~which Churchill very quickly and -

flatly answered with a resounding
statement that he had not become
Prime Minister in order fo preside
over the disintegration of the Brit-
ish Empire. What in the wide world
was Luce thinking of? Has Luece
too become a liberal? .

Or, finally, consider the New York
Times. The Times dispatches on In-
dia have seen fit to print a very
large portion of the truth. Not once,
which might have been a slip, but
repeatedly, it has shown up the al-
leged Hindu-Moslem friction for the
British-manufactured fraud that it is,
Not once, but repeatedly, it has de-
scribed in detail the misery of the
Indian masses tnder British rule.
But the Times is the watchword of
conservative American capitalism.
Surely it too has not become liberal?

Again, the issue is not s0 compli-
cated, and less ideological. India
is a sub-contingnt of vast wealth
and of wvaster potential wealth
(for details, see Judd's excellent
“India in Revolt.”) But Britain
has a closed shop and a check- off
and various other devices that no
labor union ever dreamed of.
cite just one figure, in 1930 Amer-
ican exports to India were only 17
per cent of British exporis. From
a British India, America has been
able to get only crumbs, but from
an “independent” India, ruled by
India’s pitifully weak native capi-
talist class, the United States could
with reason expect to take the
Hlon's share, It is a state worth be-
ing liberal about.

(Continued in next issue)

Grave Danger in Post Office Hearing- -

(Continued from page 1)
newspapers, such as: Hanson Bald-
win's comment on the operations at
the Solomon Islands; Pearl Buck's
speech in which she said “this war
hag ceased to be a war for freedom”;
a speech by A. Philip Randolph de-
nouncing Jim Crow,

Charges Based on “Effeol”

O'Brien charged that the EFFECT
of these statements was to discour-
age enlistment in the armed forces.
Challenged by Goldman and Fraen-

-kel that possible effect (which is a

matter open to interpretation) does
not constifute a violation of the law
s0 long as INTENT and “clear and
present danger” cannot be proved
according to the doctrine enuneiated
by Holmes and Brandeis of the Su-
preme Court, O'Brien made it clear
that he didn't give a hang as to the
legal rights of the publication, and
was less concerned with the truth,

“Once you establish the prece-
dent that the decisive factor is
possible effect,” argued Goldman,
“then the danger is great that all

"~ the jails in the country will be

filled.” Goldman further. asked
which is the guilty pari: the pub-
lication that calls attention to Jim
Crow, or the persons in govern-
ment who are responsible for the
continuation of Jim Crow?

Mr, Fraenkel in his argument be-
fore the board traced the violation
of democratic rights during and im-
mediately following the First World
War. He argued that the attempt to
suppress The Militant is a danger
that will have the gravest conse-
quences on democratic rights in this
country. Underlining this point, Mr.
Fraenkel said:

“This effort to revoke the mail-
ing rights of The Militant consil.
tutes the gravest threat {o freedom
of the press that has thus far arisen
in this war,

“Without the right fe oriticize

there can be no freedom, and that
is the sole question involved in
this case.” '

At the conclusion of the hearing,
O'Brien and Fraenkel were given
until February 1 to introduce briefs
containing citations of legal opinions
in previous cases of a similar nature.
A decision will then be rendered by
the Postmaster General

On the basis of the facts to date
the outcome ot the hearings iz a sub-
ject of gravest concern to every lib-

{Continued from page 1)

—and that's what they must do
without wasting time getting going.

For the profit interests move fast.
This increase in parity is just the be-
ginning. Mr. Monigomery states:
“The lobby wants Congress to
change the definition of parity
prices. But don't let that fool you.
For ten years parity has been a jus-
tification for raising prices. When-
ever the big farm organizations get
their prices near to parity they
change the definition and keep on
going"i 1

The latest change in \lhe defini-
tion of parity will put $1,500,000,-
000 more into the pookeis of “the
‘farmers.” Of this vasi sum SIXTY
PER CENT will go to twenty-five
per cent of all the farmers—to the
top-notchers, the wealthiest, in-
cluding the big farm onifils cloge-
ly eonnecied with big business and '

eral and labor periodical in the coun-
try. As the attorney for The Mili-
tant pointed out, virtually every pa-
per in the country could, on the rea-
sorfs given, be suppressed.

Both The Militant and LABOR
ACTION have for many weeks been
subject to Post Office persecution.
Each week the papers are held in
the Post Office and released only
after inspection by the Washington
authorities. This violation of free-
dom of the press has already pro-
voked wide indignation in labor and
liberal circles. Sl

. We have previously listed the
periodicals and organizations which
have protested the Post Office ac-
tion. This week we add the Lib-
eral Press, published by 2 number
of CIO locals in Delaware County,
Pa, which in its January 7 issue
published a statement by Morris
Milgrim, natlonal secretary of the

/ ™~
Trotskyist Leaders

Arrested in Belfast

We are informed through lately
arrived news that three leaders of
the Irish Trotskyist movement
(WIL) have just been arrested in
Belfast, Northern Ireland.

Although full details are lacking,
it is known that they are being pros-
ecuted under the same laws which
were set up to combat the Irish Re-
publican Army leaders. All three ar-
rested have been blacklisted from
industry in Northern Ireland as a
consequence of their arrest. !

The English and Irish Trotskyist
parties are trying to obtain the re-
lease of the imprisoned leaders.

\

/

‘Words—And Deeds!

“A delegation of prominent New
York Negroes...went fo Washing-
ton to observe the Senale debaie
on the (anti-poll-tax) bill. They
were at first refused admittance fo
the Senate gallery, and were
finally herded out of a Senate cor-
ridor at the point of guns. It was
noticed with disillusion that Vice-
President Wallace, who had spoken
so ringingly of the century of the
common man, failed o acknowl-
edge a report of the incideni sent
to him.”"—The Nation.

However, the poorest half of the
farmers — those bitterly in need of
more money — will altogether get
only THIRTEEN PER CENT of the

$1,500,000,000 parity increase. An-

other instance of the rich getting
richer!

Nor is this the climax of the in-
decent story of the recent increase
in farm parity levels. The high
point is that the conumers will pay
$3,500,000,000 more -for food this
year because of Congress’ generos-
ity to the big farm interests,

The reasons why the consumer
will pay not only the $1,500,000,000
due fo increased parity but also
$2,000,000,000 more than that, are not
mysterious. Normally — under the
unjustifiable profit system — every
layed of money-makers between the
producer and consumer wmust get
thelrs. But in wayr times normal
profits are not quite enough. The

Workers Defense League, protesi-
ing the bureaucratic action of the
Post Office Department and the
Depariment of Justice.

The issue was serious enough when
the two publications were subject to
the harrassment of delays in mailing,
aimed at crippling the circulation of
the papers. It becomes more serious
now with the attempt to suppress
The Militant outright. If that at-
fempt is successful, there can be no
doubt whatsoever that the precedent
will be used to act quickly and wvio-
lently against other papers.

In our next issue we will add fur-

“thet detail and comment on this ex-

tremely vital case which must com-
mend the attention of every person

who is inferested in the defense of
democratic rights.

The full pattern and ramifications
of the attempt to lift the second-class
mailing rights of The Militant is il-
lustrated by the fact that Biddle,

‘who instituted proceedings against

the leaders of the Socialist Workers
Party and Teamsters Local 544 in the

well known Minneapolis Case, insti--

gated proceedings in this case as

well. The Militant, while not pub- -

lished by the SWP, reflects the views
of that
Schweinhaut, who prosecuted the
Minneapolis defendants, was present
at the hearing.

WDL’s Letter - -

{(Coniinued from page 1)
is in the realm of opinion, not fact. -
But you also know that published

- facts do show a real case for point 2,

and you do know that discrimina-
tion against Negroes in all phases of
American life is terribly serious.

Two hundred Negro newspapers
have been printing the same truth
as The Militant on discrimination,
and have painted it far more vividly,
said it more often, and have reached
far more Negroes whose enlistment
might be discouraged by such news.
Do you intend to recommend that
the Postmaster General inaugurate
similar proceedings against the Ne-
gro press?

If you accept Mr. O'Brien's view
that the truth must be sweetness and
light about the war and our armed
forces, or else can't be published
consistently, then you will have to
bring proceedings against hundreds
of newspapers, and against many
writers who, like Pearl Buck, be-
lieve that this is not a war for free-
dom. \

Where do you stand on printing
the truth? Does a newspaper have
that right, or doesnt it?

If you stand for the right to print
the truth, you can divert the energy
of scores of Department of Justice
workers to the problem of prosecut-

. ing those who make the truth as dis-

couraging to enlistment as it is. For

example, you'd have time to

1, Prosecute those who, in violation
of the Selective Service Act,

day —with the OPA almosi ouf-
rightly assuring them by its rulings
for ever higher prices, that not the
ceiling but the sky is the limit.

The forty-three camouflaged dol-
lar-a-year stooges in the Department
of Agriculture are not there o pro-
tect your interests either, as you
well know. The department is going

" to be handing out lots of money. It

will subsidize this and it will subsi-
dize that. Running true to form, the.

" inside men will do their level best

to get as much as possible of that
money into the right pockets—those
already-bulging pockets that will get
sixty per cent of the increase in par-
ity, those already - bursting pockets
that always get the liom’s share of
government subsidies.

Neither Congress nor the Depart-
ment of Agriculture nor the OPA—
nor all of them together—can or will
prevent the catastrophe’ Mr. Mont-
gomery describes. They are all .

which states, “in the selection
and training of men for the serv-
ice, there shall be no discrimina-
tion on account of race, creed, or
color,” order discrimination
against Negroes.

2. Prosecute those who, in violation
of non-discrimination clauses in
war contracts, are guilty of re-

. fusing employment to qualified
workers on account of their race,
creed, color, or national origin.

3. Prosecute those employers who
rig their costs in war contracts
with the government by includ-
ing huge advertising bills, de-
signed to persuade the people
that industrialists are the nation's
great patriots, and to gently in-
fluence the press against labor.

4. Prosecute people like our Am-
bassador to Bolivia, Pierre Boal,
who used his office o the detri-
ment of Bolivian workers and
the United Nations, by pressur-
ing the Bolivian President to
keep wages low and conditions
bad. ;

I am personally much disturbed

that 2 man with your liberal back-

ground should be the instigator of
the present attack on the right to
print the truth. I would be deeply
grateful to be set right on this mat-
ter if I am wrong.
Sincerely yours,
MORRIS MILGRAM,
National Seecretary,
Workers Defense League.
January 23, 1943. |

Hunger Looms, Wage Attack Planned - -

moneyed interesis.

However, you can expect further
attacks on wages from any or all
these departments. While raising the
pay of the dollar-a-year men fto
give them the cloak of respectabil-
ity, Mr. Wickard declared—and this
is the most positive part of his pro-
gram: “Some form of wage conirol
will be necessary to narrow ihe dif-
ferential between farm and indus-
trial wages.” )

So get going, little men and
women. Fight like hell for decemt
wages. Organize your committees
of workers, of poor farmers and of
hounsewives to solve the food prob-
lem. You have a great responsi-
bility, If men, women and chil-
dren are not to starve right here
in the USA, you yourselves have
to do something about curbing the
greed of the big farm interests—
abont fixing and keeping fair prices
~=about honest rationing — abeut

To *

organization. Henry - S.-

British Shop
Stewards Gain
New Strength

By Mike Stevens

The militant shop stewards in England are faced
with many important problems. Their ability to solve
them will determine to a large extent the course and
the future of the working class in England,

Although the organization and traditions of the shop
steward movement in England are quite different from
the shop stewards and shop committees in the United
States, much can nevertheless be learned from their
functioning. Many of their problems are identical with
those which workers in this country face now or will
face tomorrow, '

- BEGAN OPERATING BEFORE WORLD WAR I

Shop stewards began functioning in the factories of

England shortly before the last war, At that time the
trade union movement in many industries existed in the
most outdated and haphazard form. Workers in the
same shop doing identical work often were not mem-
bers of the same local or the same union; in many cases
a worker held membership in a union of another indus-
\try in another locality where he had formerly been em-
ployed. \

The shop stewards were charged with the duty of
seeing fo it that the union men paid dues to their re-
spective unions. With the growth of industry and the
approach of war it became obvious that the daily inter-
ests of the workers in a shop could no longer be handled
by a large number of unions each representing a handful
of workers or by the out-dated all-embracing “geo~
graphical” local. .

The shop steward movement therefore developed
rapidly, taking on more fasks and responsibilities.
The shop stewards became the representatives of the
qrganized and unorganized workers in their shops.
They conducted negotiations for agreement and sei-
tled all grievances as to wages and shop econditions.
They fought the rising cost of living, led the workers
in rent strikes and in general were the spearhead
against the boss offensive. The shop stewards were
actually the only organized force, responsible ONLY
to the workers and to the workers’ needs, that counld
lead any siruggle.

By the time the First World War had ended, the
shop steward movement had set up its own national
organization and was an important factor in many of
the post-war struggles of the British workers. The de-
cline of the militancy of the British labor movement,
plus the pressure from the trade union bureaucracy,
eventually pushed the shop steward movement back to
its minor role of collecting dues and handling small
grievances,

MOVEMENT 'REVIVED IN WORLD WAR I |

Immediately after England entered the war in 1930
wages and working conditions were being undermined
and destroyed by the bosses under the guise of “patriot-
ism” and “production.” The trade union leaders had
pledged themselves in the government “for the dura-
tion,” and were doing everything in their power to pre-
vent any militant action by the workers.

The workers with the experiences of the last war be-
hind them lost no time in undertaking an independent
“defense of wages, working conditions and the setile-
pment of grievances inside the factory through shop
stewards and works committees,

A National Conference of Shop Stewards, held at
Birmingham in April, 1940, condemned the York
Memorandum (a sort of WLB) as “detrimental to
the interests of the workers” and called for settle-
ment of all grievances on the job. The conference
adopted a militant program to safeguard the past
gains of the labor movement and to Wage an aggres-
'sive offensive in the day-to-day problems of the
workers. A resolution rapped the national trade
union leaders whose policy “endangers the very
existence of our trade unions.” ' :

The conference was attended by many sincere mili-
tant representatives of the rank and file of British work-
men and by members of the Communist Party, which
at that time opposed the war because of the Moscow-

- Berlin pact. The well organized CP fraction at this con-
ference maneuvered so well that it secifred. control of
the “Shop Stewards National Council.”

When Hitler invaded Russia in June, 1941, the
Communist Party of Great Britain, like all other
Communist Parties throughout the world, changed
its policy, became the lackey of the Churchill gov-
érnment and used the Shop Stewards National
Council as an agency for speed-up, sirike-breaking,
| and unlimited overtime, y

All the militant shop stewards dropped out of the
SSNC and the Stalinists remained in complete control
of...themselves.

RECOGNIZED LEADERS IN THE SHOP

The militant shop stewards, although fighting against
many odds, are the recognized leaders of the workers in
the shops—not the union officials, not the Stalinists’
phony outfit.

According to Walter Padley, the well informed
secretary of the Independent Labor Party’s Indus-
trial Committee, the official statistics for 1943 “will
reveal the existence of the most extensive industrial
upsurge since 1926, the year of the general sirike.”
In almpst every industry in England, workers have
been seitling their problems and grievances by serv-
ing sirike notices on their bosses and in many cases
actually going out on strike.

The militant shop stewards now have the problem of
coordinating their work, educating workers in the shops
where shop stewards and works committees do not now
exist, as to the importance and value of this organiza-
tional form. A national shop stewards organization with
a class struggle policy is necessary for all this. The na-
tional unioff leaders have already set up district come
mittees to discipline the shop activists. As the struggle
deepens the government will take harsher measures to-
ward militants. But the issue will ultimately be settled
by the strength which the shop stewards movement can
achieve, : !

Memo to Post Office:

“You are a publisher of a foreign newspaper. You
have lived in Japan for years, respected and feared.
You have tried to understand the ways of the people
among whom you have chosen to live, You insist, how-
ever, on publishing news when ‘it comes to you.

“But, ‘No,’ says the censor. ‘You may surely publigh
news, but you must take your chances in the matter, It
is not unlikely that the news you publish in your news-
paper may not be to our advantage, and in consequence
it will be suppressed.’ :

“‘But if that is the case, you plead, ‘kindly tell us -

what kind of news we may not publish.’
“‘That we cannot do, admits the censor, ‘for we do
not know what news will come in for you to publish’
“‘Then,’ you pray, ‘will you please tell us what of
that news we have already published is objectionable,
Poir:t out specifically why you have suppressed our ise
sue.
) “‘That is also impossible, says the censor, ‘because,
if we did that, then you might make useé of the point in
an indirect way and thus expose our for secrecy.’”
ﬁrom “Japan, Real and Imaginary,” by Sydney Greens




EDITGIHAI. PAGE

;; : '('Gn-mtinuad- !,Eqm- -m_e 2 1} e

Roosevelt-Churchn" Meef in Casablanca

detail ‘until the next issue 6f"LABOR -

ACTION, ‘but the two maii palitical

problems of the  Anglo- American -
leaders may be briefly outlmed T

follows:

First .is the question of policy
toward the fascists in Europe, both
the unreconstructed, like the Span-
jards and the Italians (and even
the Germans), and the recent “con-
verts” to “democracy,” like Pey-
routon, Nogues and the rest of the
gang around Darlan. The indig-
nant declamations of all brands of
liberals who argue+that the impo-
sition of such notorious fascists as
Darlan ‘and Peyrouton upon North
Africa is the result of the bad will
of this or that individual American
official, or of a mistake in judg-
ment of some other individual: offi-
cial, is so much ignorant . wind-
jamming. It is the result of a fun-

damental  policy - of Anglo —-Amer-

ican’ imperialism. “Individual fas-

cists like Parlan hay be killed or

L {E

That policy has two aspects, and
they are equally sinister and reac-
tionary.

One reason for favoring the fas-
cist and semi-fascist elements among
the French in North Africa is for
the purpose of winning away vacil-
lating fascists in other countries now
allied with Hitler. By its “Darlan-
ist" policy,
rialism is saying to .the latter -ele-
ments, in effect: “Don’t be afraid of
reprisals if you quit the Hitler bloc
and join with us in the ‘war., We
have no mtentlon of wiping you out,
‘or of wlpmg out your control, or of
wmmg out 'your empire—at least not

; compietely And as proof of our good

will® and mtentmns, just see how we
are treatmg the French fascist ele-
m nts who ‘come over to our 51de e

..'Ihat -is.: why Am:icm &mbas-

TAlliés, the Franto regime would be
" Kkept intact and no support would .

Two. Aspects of the Policy =7

Anglo-American impe- .

ly ai Mnﬂ ‘to assure the Samush
3 _the mdlcatwns are, they wul not’ be

fascists that if they sided with*the

_be given to the pathetically hope- _ ;-
“ful Spanish ~“democratic” politi-
cians in exile who trot obediently

at the heel of Anglo-American im-

perialism. That also explains the

hardly concealed attempis to win

the support of the Italian faseist,.
royalist and industrialist gangs

with the assurance-that they will

be kept in power 'if only they

dump Mussolini. We say hardly

concealed attempts” because elab-

orate references have been made

to them in the American press,

time and again. -

The second reason for 'the policy
of “Darlanism” by the leaders of the
Allies is-that the one thing they fear
more than anything else in connec-
tion with the war, is the revolution-

ary,.rising of the. working people”

against their iasmst and reactionary”

. .rulers.. God . knows what that can:
.. lead to‘ The Allied leaders have. nqt

the Flrst Woﬂti War This ’urne, “all

throughout the world. Well, to as-
sure them_selves ‘against suc:h revolu-
tmns or against the ‘success ‘of such
revolutions if their outbreak cannot
be prevented in the first place, who
can be better -frusted to wield an
iron fist against the rising masses
than the - “democratically” “recon-
structed” fascists, people like Pey-
routon, or Franco, or Ciano, or the
Prussian Junkers, or their Hungar-
jan facsimiles? Or, for that matter,
“democratic” monarchists like de
Gaulle?
Anglo-American Relations

Compared to these basic points,
the conflict between the de Gaullists
and the ex-Vichyites in Africa as-
sumes its proper proportions, that is,
its quite minor significance. * Just

“what are the forces of conflict and

rivalry between - -British and - Amer-

“{iean imperialishi, as reflected in the
- struggie- betyve!n de Gaulle and Gi-

" rand - Peyroufon - Nogues & Co.,, we

not, a' ‘man like Psyrnnion may'-f-
stay or be replaeed by amther

RUSSM

Role in TI‘IIS War?

By R. Fahan -

Many 1'11ir'u:15' have. lost their- balance and-many:
eyes have acquired an unusual degree of starri-
ness as a tesult of the recent Russian military
victories. People who had clearly seen,;:or had
begun to see, the tyrannical andanti-labor char-
acter of the Stalin regime as well as the role which
it plays in. bolstering the international capitalist
status quo, are now allowing themselves to be
hypnotized into passive acceptance of the Stalin-
jst dictatorship, because the Russian soldiers fight
with ability and heroism.

The sight of men valiantly dying on the frozen
plains of Russia, the sight of men who, even in
the midst of the most horrible catastrophe of re-
cent history, can fight and die with courage, is.ex-
traordinarily ‘mowving- and. refurblshes one’s faith
in the capaecities of the: human race. But it proves
nothing—absolutely nothmg—abuut. the. justice. or
righteousness of the cause for -which they fight.

HEROISM—AN‘D THE ‘NATURE' OF THE WAR

oy, let ug remeniper, it is not the Rusclan sole
dierg alone who have displayed heroism and én-
thiisiasm. If is a depressing fact, but a fact never-
theless, that on many occasions the German sol-
diérs have displayed thé same dualities. And the
Greeks, and the Brmsh, anﬁ the Amerwans, and
many others. \

Yet who would. dare say that ﬂ:e countries
for which all these soldiers fight have engaged
in just and prngress!ve wars? Who would dare
say- that -because the . German. soldiers—filled

. with Goebbels’ verbal opium and prodded. by
Himmler’s blackjacks and bayonets—-—ha.ve on

amany occasions -fought with both heroism and
enthusiasm, that:this in any way. changes the
fact $hat Hitler fights a reactionary war, which
is against the interests of all humanity? Or,
again, who would try to condone Britain’s im-
perialist record in India with references to
the walor of the British troops fighting in
Egypt? Or who could wipe out the memory
of the exploitation of the Philippine people
by American imperialists with re!erence to
boys at Guadalcanal?

And the same thing is true about Russia. Be-
cause the Rusisan soldiers fight well, does-that.in
any way change the fact that Stalin-is one of the
bloodiest: dictators of modern history, that he is
the grave-digger of the Russian Revolution: and
the aborter of many other revaluytions? Eeass
that change.the fact that he is the murderer of the
Old Bolsheviks, that he is responsible for the GPU
and all which those three dreaded letters mean?
Does that deny that he has“enslaved. the Russian
workers, that he has deprived them of every pos-
sible liberty and democratic +ight? “And -does it
deny that Stalin has besmirched and blemished
thé precious name of socialism by the practices
of his bestial regime?

WHAT DETERMINES CHARACTER OF WAR

The worker’s attitude toward Russia in this war
must be determined not by such-subjective fae-
tors as one's admiration for the courage of the
Russian soldiers, but by an examination of the
role of Russia in relation to its allies, its war aims,

the character of the struggle it conducts. The sol- .f
diers may fight because they have been "deluded
into believing that there is some kind of socialism
in° Russia, or because they have succumbed to°
Stalin’s chauvinist and nationalist propaganda, or "
because they see no alternative to supporting their’
“own” tyrant against the foreign ‘syra.nt, or he-f

cause they simply have no alternative’ except to

fight' when the all-powerful state demands it, But'
the ‘character of Stalms war does not depend Q'Il

this.

The character of Stalin’s s s eally Allus;
trated by the fact that Stalin functions as a

partner of the imperialist United Natfions, by.. .

the fact that, in the words of the December 20,
issue of, the New York Times: “The slogans
with which Stalin is spurring the Russian ar-
mies fo ever greater efforts today are not the

< - Marxist slogans, urging the proletarians of the

world to unit, but slogans about patriotism,
liberty and the fatherland.” The -character of
" Stalin’s war is determined, oo, by the events
that led up to if: the imperialist-like invasions
of Finland, the Baltics and Rumania—and the

now all-too-often forgotten pact with Hitler. = F

" And the character ‘of Russia’s war is_indicated '
by the kind of propaganda which he conduects
among German soldiers—propaganda not of
socialist revolution, but of nationalist bragga-

doocio. = e

It is not for nothing that the New York Tu'nes
of January ‘12 editorializes that “the Soviet Union
is considered to have abandoned the aims:of uni-
versal revolution which dominated the first years
of_its _existence.” These - people know whereef
they talk. .

Stalin fights as an mtegral part of an 1mpenal-

“-§5t bloe: True; he has-his differences -with.the other- -1
manbmofthehlon,Butso.iou,dothsother 3

R S R G

sador-Crlton Hayes spoke recent-

- fcirgotten thie socialist revolutions of - ‘do-not yet know. There have been

Loty oo

| Railway Unions
| And Dr. Carver

_ Under the tile, “A Great American
Passes,”’ the labor weekly, ““Labor," has the
following to say in connection with the
death of Dr. Carver: “The career of Dr.
George Washington Carver, world-renowned
Negro scientist, refutes silly theories about
‘master races’ and prejudices against the
color of a man’s skin.” “’Labor,” we want
to inform our readers, is owned by ‘Fifteen
Recognized Standard Railway Labor Organ-
izations.” These include the conductors and
the firemen and enginemen.

Evidently the members of these unions do
not agree with the fine sentiments ex-
pressed by Brother Keating, the editor of
their papér, “Labor.” The members of
théesé unions not only believe in the theory
of & master race but they carry their belief
inte:-practice::. They keep Negroes out of
their unions. If any are in, they attempt to
push them out. They oppose the hiring of
Negroes for jobs such as they themselves
hold on the railroads. They are firm be-
lievers in Jim Crow, segregation and dis-
crimination. They do have “prejudice
against the color of a man'’s skin,”

They didn't learn their “master race”
theory or their color prejudices from Hitler.
They had them before Hitler was born.

members have serious differences among them-
selves.

We must, however, remember the past of the
Stalinist regime. We must see, too, that its pres-
ent ‘internal character has not changed a whit.
Brutal dicfatorship, reactionary to the core, anti-
labor to the marrow—that is what an objective
examination of Stalinist Russia must lead to. And
the fact that men die for his regime and its im-

- perialist partners—be it because of an illusion of

the mind or the prod of & evolver—cannot change
the correctness of this analysis in any way.

These theories and practices did hot come
out of Germany or from the National So-
cialist Party. They germinated right here
in the United States before the Nazi Party
was dreamed of. They were practiced right
here by the Democratic and Republican
Parties long before such practices became
the rule in Germany. The AFL and the rail-
way - brotherhoods- were denying Negroes
membership and Jim Crowing them long
before Hitler made the discovery that Ne-
groes are an inferior breed. They beat Hit-
ler to the plate. ‘

They don’t change their theories, prac-
tices and constitutions today while they
participate in the “war for democracy and
against fascism.” Just what do they think
democracy is?” What do they think fas-
cism is?

We wonder what would have happened to
the career of Dr. Carver if he had been de-
pendent on rallway employment or on dem-
ocratic treatment from the railway umions
in order to get his education and a chance
to make the grade. The “Labor” éditorial
says that Dr. Carver’s life ““makes us feel
better about the human race.” Does this
include the railway unions which are doing
all in their power to see to it that any po-
tential Dr, Carvers never get their chance?
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LABOR MUST DEFEND ITSELF!

defense of civil rights and all workers’
rights! Against any wartime dictator-
ship measures! '

2. $1.00-an-hour minimum pay! Time
and a half for overtime; double time
for Sundey and holiday work.

3. Wage increases to meet rising cosis.

:No-wage or job freesing! Equal pay
= for equal work!

-4, For: a: greater share. of ﬂw .increasing

" ‘national income. For a hlgher stand-

ard of living!

5. No sules tax on consumer gaoda! No

tax on wages! Against forced savings!

For control of price fixing and ration-

ing by committees of working class or-

ganisations, housewives and jfarmers’

organizations, Freeze rents and con- .

6

stop the rise in the cost of living,

7. No government contract without a un-
ion contract! The closed shop in aoll
war im!mims!

y aoua! mviaes!
SOAK THE RICH—LET THEM
~ PAY FOR THEIR WAR!

9. A government levy on capital to cover.
the coit of the imperialist war. Confis-
cate all war profits!

10. Couscnpl all war lmiuarls: under work-
_ers’. control!

three percent of the people who own

WORKERS PARTY PLATFORM
Against Both Imperialist War Camps! For the Victory of World

Labor and the Colonial Peoples! For the Victory
of the Third Camp of Socialism!

1. Honds off the right to strikel For the

sumer goods prices at the 1940 level to . . .

** 8, Maintain and im:rmu all gmfuhénl i DAl
;8._ For Workers’ Défense Gum'da, mnnoé '

11. Expropridte the “Sixty Families”—the -

e 96_per_cent of the national wealth!

DEMOCRATIC RIGHTS
TO THE DRAFTEES!

12. The right of fraei':peeah, free press end
~ - jree assembly for the men in the armed
forces. =

13. The nglu of wldicﬂ te wote in all
eleﬂwlu.

14. The right of all yomk, male- or female,
to vole_ at. the age of eighteen. Old
enough to fight; old enough to work;

. old enough to vote!

15. For adequate dependency allowances
paid by the government with NO de-
ductions from the soldier’s pay.

SMASH JIM CROW!

16.- Down with Jim Crow and anti-Semi-
sism! Al discrimination against Ne-
groes in the Army and Navy or by em-
ployers in industry must be made e
-eriminal offense!l

17, For jfull political, social am! economic
""" equality for Negroes!

“ BE PREPARED!

and carﬂroued_by the unions, against
vigilante and fascist attacks!
19, For an Independent Lebor Party and
"~ "a Workers’ Government! No political
support to the Roosevelt government!

20. For Peace Through Socialism! For the
independence of all colonies! )

21: For a World Socidlist Federation! Only-—
a mctaﬂu world will destroy capitalist
rialism am! }aa:ul barbmam! s,

N I."'::r-*

enough signs, however, that all is

not sweetness and light between the -

two  great “allies.” , .

Just what are the elementa of bu-
reaucratic rivalry, conflicts of . per-
sonalities "and prestige between the
two groups of French reactionaries,
are also difficult to discern behind
the veil of censorship and the eloud
of dust that is thrown into the eyes
of the public. It merits a separate
examination, because the conflict is"
real enough. But it is not vitally or
fundamentally important.
headed liberals and democratic

_windbags can possibly believe that

ifrde Gaulle’s Cross of Lorraine were
substituted in North "Africa for Pey-
routon’s red-white-and-blue swasti-
ka, all will be well and democracy
will be preserved. The real problem
—precisely from the standpoint of
elementary democracy—is not which
French imperialist group will- con-
tinué to rule by pistol and sabre
over the millions of “African people
arlulilvyl_thout thélr consent, hut how
these millibns ‘the democratxc right'
of selt—detenmnahon'_ :

‘De Gaulle -for - North Africa?
Peyrouton for North Africa? An’
American “protectorate” for North
Africa! No! North Africa for the
people of North Africal Morocco
for:the Moors-and_ Algeria for the
Algerians! Any other answer to
the problem of North Africa is a
thoroughly imperialist fraud.

Prediction in war is risky. But we
do not hesitate to predict that what-
ever arrangements are made in North
Africa in the next period, especially
as a result of the “reluctant hand-
shake” (as the New York Times
called it) between de  Gaulle and
Giraud, nothing serious or funda-
mental will be changed in that ter-
ritory—not one single thing.

Stalin Absent ) .

The second big political problem
that Casablance evidently got no
closer to solving is the role of Rus-
sia. This most dramatic of Allied
meetings, this conference which, we
are told, set down the strategy of the
United Nations for the whole year
to come, was simply not attended by
Stalin (or by Chiang Kai-shek). Sta-
lin was invited, but the “command-
er-in-chief” was too busy with cur-
rent military operations to attend.
The explanation-is simply. astound-
ing. MR e

The two iain politital leaders
of England and America could ab-
sent themselves from -iheir capi-
tals for ten days—for the Amer-
icaft, it was without precedent—
and travel hundreds and in some
cases thousands of miles; the chiefs
of staffs of their respeciive armies
and navies could do likewise; the
active commanders of their fight-
ing forces in Africa could do the
same; but Stalin could not iake

+ lotov!

Only fat- .

d What Didn't Hay

off enough time for the overnight
Jjourney -from Moscow to partici-
. pate in deciding the “strategy of
“the United Nations” for a whole
year! Not-only couldn’t Stalin take
off the t{ime, but neither could Mo-
Neither could one single
solitary Russian, either inside Rus-
sia or abroad! Stalin’s shortage of
manpower must be truly terrific!
And mnot only Stalin’s, but Chlang
Kai-shek’s as well..

The trqth is, beyond doubt, that

. Stalin would not come if he could.
.We do not pretend’ to know any of

the details of behind-the-scenes con-
flicts and friction that have rubbed
the fur of the different allies in dif-
ferent directions. But as the war
proceeds, it becomes clear that in
both camps, each of the individual
participants plays its' individual role
and promotes its own imperialist in-
terests,” which do.not . always coin-
cide with the interests of its allies.
This is not less true of the one camp
than it is of the gther. Germany is
not fighting for the 'murnph of fas-
cism in geheral over-the world, or of
the Axis over the world, ‘but for the
triumph of German fascism; over its -
opponents as well as over its allies.
Japan is not fighting for the victory
of the Axis so much ag it'is fighting
for the vmtory of JapanESe ‘imperial-
ism, first in the Orient and then, it
all goes well, in ‘the rest of the
world. Slrmlatly ‘in" the .opposing
camp. {

Stalin is no more ﬂghtmg ‘for
the undifferentiated victory ‘of the
United Nahlms than, let us say,
British unpena.l!sm is. The Stalin-
ist bureaucracy is’ ﬁxhting in this
war for the same reasons- thai: any
other ruling clsss is ﬁghting- to
maihtain its’ power to rule and ex-
ploit, and to extend’ this power as
far as strength and oircumstanees
permit. ~

While the Germans were pushing -
headlong through Russia, Stalin lay
low, was very modest and most;ac-
commodating—all the time keeping
his patron-allies at as much distance
as the situation permitted. Now that
the tide has turned, at least some-
what, in Russia, and the “proportions
of dependency” in the Allied camp
are slightly altered in Stalin’y favor,
he feels himself in a position to pur-
sue a more autonomous role in the
alliance.

Signs of this haye not been lack-
ing. Cautiously, Dul nonetheless
surely; discreetly, but nonctheless
deliberately, St-n].tn llns let thHe im-
pression gain currency abroad that,
unlike the otheér Alles;“he is for

a “better.deal” for China. Similar-
ly he has committed himself even
less to the official British pelicy in
India than the United States has
done. In Iran, where Russia and
England are jointly responsible for
the invasion of the country and its

'Frying His Own Fish

occumtmn, he has pursued so sklll-
fill “a policy -that popular resent:
ment now seems to be direbted
much more. vehemently .against the
British than against the Russians,
at least so far as the heavily cén-

" . sored reporis show. The, Russian

ruling class is not at all averse {0
posing as the most beneficent . bb
tron of the Asiatic peoplés, partiﬁa
ularly those under colonial and
semi-colonial rule; 3

This" building up of ‘a myth—aﬁ&
Stalinsm is expert at myth buildin
—is not confined to the East. In' th
West—again cautiously and moré’ ok'
less discreetly—Stalin is proceedihg
along essentially the same lines, par-
ticularly in the Eastern'and South-
eastern parts of Europe. As against
the “official” Serbian forces  under-
Mikhailovich, ‘Stalin fairly. opénly
promotes 'and - favors: the - msmgent
groups thdt are either undér hig ine
fluence or under his control—-agam
the censorship prevents a more defin-
itive judgment. In Poland, for’éx-
ample, the popu"lar anti-faseist’ moi.ré-
ment 'is also dl"ﬂded at least ‘two
ways—one “which' looks to ‘Londoh
and/or Washington, another  which
looks.to Moscow. There is even ah

. independent Polish radlo statioﬁ‘i.m—

der the Kremlms aegls

Add to this the reficence of the
Kremlin about ITS war aims, AND
the unofficial hints that Stalin will
not be satisfied after the war with'a
return of the status quo ante i:lelluni
but will demand “protection™ in thé
form of extenswe annexations to 'lhé
North, the West and the South, and
you can understand -why his A'nglé..
American allies féel a very acute po-
htlcal headache. -, + 3

If Stalin did not attend Cm-
blanca, or send an authoritative
representative, it ‘was undm.lbtedly
-because he did not want to get or
be maneuvered inte a position—,
especially at this uncerfain stage:
of the war—where he would have
to commit himself on fature pol-
icy, or even on future military,
strategy, which, in this situation, is
closely linked with policy. Stalin
has his own fish to fry, but he is-
not yet ready to produce them,,
much less fo put them on the fire.

As for the absence of a Chinese
representative, something of ‘the
same may be’ said. Naturally, the
situation and the problenis' of Chifia
aré’ radically différent from those of
Russia and a ‘different analysis needs
to be made of them. It will be niade
i LABOR ACTION shortly. But
enough has been ‘'said for ‘the .ma-
ment to indicate in. oufline form

. that what Casablanca did ‘not show

and what it did not settle are of far
greater Jmpmtance and ‘interest than
what 1t de show and what it de
aett.le

“Most Miners Vote to Return to Pits
—8,000 Rush to Comply with
the President’s Order”

—New York Times headline.

—LA—"

The State Department being diplo-
matic: “The State Department knows
and recognizes that Mr. (Edward. J.)
Flynn is a person of ability...and
that he knows people and knows
well how to get along with people.”

Although the attack on Flynn has
been - vitriolic, relatively few have
even - mentioned- Roosevelt, who, it
would seem, -should get even more
blame for nominating him. The
Democratic National Committee, on
the other hand, said that any criti-
cism of the Flynn nomination was
a “dastardly, treasonable plot" to
hamper the Commander in Chief.”

‘We refer these Democrats to the
Constitution, which says something
about presidential appointments be-
ing subject to Senate approval. And,
incidentally, Flynn has been nomi-
nated both as minister and ambassa-
dor, but only the first is' up for ap-
proval.

: -—LA—

PM on the murder of Tresca: “Al-
though the police thus were left with
no inkling of the assassin's identity,
they concluded at once that the
slayer was one of the hundreds of
violent political enemies — radicals
like himself as well as right wingers
and reactionaries—whom he had ac-
quired through years of headlong

34/

crusading. Tresca...had a genius
for making enemies even among
those with whom ‘he  spent a life-
time working toward common aims.
Where most labor leaders incur the
enmity only of police and the right
wing, he counted his enemies by the
scores in the labor and left wmg po-
litical movemen&s "

That word on the tip of your
tongue, which you ‘can’t seem fo gel
off, is “Btalinists.” .

i —LA-—--

“Such acts as the murder of Tresca
are alien to everything that the Com-
munist Party stands for. Any person
holding views even remotely toler-
ant of individual acts of ferror would
be expelled from the party forth-
with, as is made rnandatory by the
constitution of the party.” -~ Robert
Minor, in official CP statement.

“I know if, Browder; our line’s
been changed again.”

—LA—

The rejechon by the House of Reép-

resentatives of Stalinist - symp Vito

- Marcantonio -has an -angle that jhone

of the papers mentioned.. The com-
mittee he was barred from - was-the
Judiciary, headed by. Poll-Taxer Hat-
ton W, Sumners, from Texas. And
among other bills -considered - by the
Judiciary Commlttee are those onthe
poll-tax. . :

“If is understood thai, the White
House has asked ‘Senator Pepper not
to reintroduce the anti-poll-tax bill.
In any case, the Florida senator has

Euenell We&&m

refused the request of the anti-poll-
taxers that he again place, his bill
before the Senate”—The Call.
. R s
Profit for the Foote Brothera .
Gear & Machine (}orp was- equiy-
alent to $4.68, compared with SSIG
a share for the previous year. Tl:is
was, AFTER not only all taxes but
reserves of ha.l( a million, pm‘tly
for cnnversion hack 1o’ pmethne
prnducﬁon after the war.
A

Distillers Corp. - Seagmms Ltﬂ
has been advertising iis p&tﬁoﬁﬂﬁ
a lot lately. It seéms it is now mak:
ing alcohol for the governmen t
'a price. It has just annouircéd’
profit for a recent. quarter ‘of’ $2
a share, tompared with $1.38" for
the same quarter the previous yotr
This is after deductions for daxeés,
‘but mnot counting an esﬂmﬂui
$600,000 to be turned back by the
government after the war.

" —LA— R

Anaconda has again been inditi-
ed for fraud. Between the twoin-
dictments it was awarded the
AmY-Na\’y uL ”

“The need to add a. fifth freedony to
those stipulated in the Aflantic Char-
ter—freedom to develpp self-govern-
ing institutions by peoples. seeking
their. independence” — was  pointéd
out by Emir Abdullah Ibn Husséin
of Trans-Jordania, according to the

“New York Times. :
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