It Is the Same
Old Fight - -
Wages vs. Profits

AN EDITORIAL

Labor is supposed to have received a fifteen per cent increase
in wages te meet the rise in the cost of living since January, 1941.

In the ﬁrstuplace,.ALL labor never got this increase.

Secondly, those workers who did get this increase got it months
after the cost of living had continued to rise—during which time
their wages were actually reduced by the decreased purchasing
power of the dollar.

Thirdly, government figures show that the cost of living
now stands at twenty-one per cent over the January, 1941,
level—SO THAT LABOR RIGHT NOW IS TAKING A WAGE
CUT.

Fourthly, the percentage of increase in living cost os figured
by the government is not high enough. It does not take into ac-
count the alarming deterioration in quality all along the line from
meat to clothing. It is deceptive because items like butter, eggs,
meat, fruit, vegetables, which weigh heavily in the worker’s budget
and have gone up as much as fifty per cent, are averaged on the
same basis 'as items which have gone up less but that the workers
use less. The actual cost of living to the workers has gone up much
more than the figures indicate.

Therefore, like o tidal wave, there is sweeping through
the ranks of labor the determination to get more wages.
Miners, railroad workers, war production workers, transit
workers, garment workers — even candy workers—all have
raised their voices to call a halt to the progressive shrinkage
of real wages.

Like prowling, preying wolves, the boss press, the National
Association of Manufacturers and other boss organizations, and
the representatives of THESE PEOPLE in Washington, have raised
the howl that labor is upsetting the President’s stabilization pro-
gfam.

What stabilization program?

. Have war profiteering prices been prevented? Have corpora-
tion war profits been eliminated? Will individual, capitalist in-
flatéd war incomes be banned? Have the wealthy suffered from
high prices and food shortages—or will they? .

Four times NO! ¢

Have wages been frozen? Have overtime payments been cut
to the bone? Have workers been fixed to jobs or have they been
transplanted to others—as the case may be? Have taxes cut big
holes in wages? Have prices reduced the purchasing power of the
worker’s dollar?

Five, ten, twenty times YES!

Have the OPA, the Department of Agriculture, Congress ca-
tered to -demands of the big farm, big business and big banking
bosses to increase prices for the latters” gredter profit?”
' efnimental preoccupation with pléasing the profit-makers caused
- uncye gl I seioning i the sl owaring.
* Have the workers thus been deprived*6f mecessities?

! YES end YES and YES!
Therefore the question: What stabilization program?
There is only a program to make the workers pay for the
war and carry all the war burdens—while the bosses carry to
their spacious safe deposit boxes nothing more burdensome
' than nice, crisp, new certificates of additional wealth.

" THIS IS THE ANTI-LABOR PROGRAM THAT THE WORK-
ERS NOW WANT TO UPSET.

- That is why the bosses and all their spokesmen and agents
suddenly become the ardent champions of the non-existent stabili-
zation program. One would think that the bosses always—but
always—grant wage increasés when they are called for. But—
‘honestly—now they just can’t because there is a stabilization pro-
gram. These pay-triots—who press for war-profiteering prices—
" whoe maneuver for every possible profit-producing advantage—
must preserve a scrap of paper called the stabilization program.

The only hitch is that the workers seem to remember these
pay-triotic gentry from somewhere. Aren’t they the same bosses
who have always fought labor on the question of wages? Haven't
they engaged in ruthless union-busting so that workers might not
have the united power to enforce wage increases? Haven't they
locked workers out of plants to starve them and their families into
accepting lower wages? Haven't they employed private gunmen
and called for armed governmental assistance against men and
women on strike for higher wages? Haven't they spilled the blood
of militant workers in a brutal effort to prevent wage increases?

In all these bitter fights over wages, the bosses were out
for more profits for themselves—AND THERE WERE NO

. TWO WAYS ABOUT IT But today they tell us they are only
concerned about the non-existent stabilization program—
and so, of course, are the New York World-Telegram and its
ilk, and so are the boss representatives in the national capital!

Enough of this camouflage! Make the bosses come out from
behind this make-believe stabilization program where they have
been piling up their war profits!

This is the same old fight over the division of the product of
labor. Are the producers of the nation—the useful productive
workers-—to be thrown a continuously -decreasing share of what
they creote with their hands and brains while the exploiters, who
should be ousted from industry altogether, gobble up an ever-in-
“ereasing share?

-~ Are You a Subscriber?

if you are not, subscribe today to America’s fastest grow-
ing labor paper (32,000 copies published this week!) LA-
BOR ACTION is a must for every worker because LABOR
ACTION treats the -hews from a working class point of view.

) L-ABOR ACTION bows to nothing except the interests of
labor. ‘

Twenty-five cents will bring you LABOR ACTION for six
months under our Introductory Offer, limited to new sub-
scribers. Send your money to: Labor Action, 114 West 14th
Street; New York, N. Y.

. And while you're at it, why not subscribe for a friend?
| Me'tl ‘appreciate it:
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‘Arsenal of Democracy!’

, tuminous miners are entitled to

ESSES NATIONAL

The American union movement is swinging into action in @
concerted drive for higher wages. )

With living costs rising, the immediate target of the drive is
the WLB Little Steel formula under which living standards have
been depressed by administrative decree and wages CUT by arti-
ficial statistics.

1. Philip Murray, president of the CIO, has summoned a meet-
ing of the ClO executive board to be held in Washington on Febe
ruary 5. The purpose of the meet- :
ing will be to draft @ new wage
policy in the light of "failure by

the Office of Price Administration /‘/‘\\Nh\ »
to check living costs.”” Murray, -
denouncing the Little Steel for- % Y .
mula as “inadequate and unfair,” / ;

\?

Calls Meeting

announced his intention to press '// _
for wage increases. 4%

2. John L. Lewis has called a
meeting “of the policy committee
of the UMW to formulate wage
demands for the miners. It is ex-
pected that the committee will ask
for ¢ $2.00-a-day wage increase.
Under the Little Steel formula, bi-

no increase and anthracite miners
to a patently inadequate 5 per (
cent increase. Lewis, determined oy
to "junk” the Little Steel formula, said: ““The War Labor Board

. has been encouraged to freexe the wage structure. An arbitrary

formula has been deyised, known as the Little Steel formule, which
deprives labor of any wage increase in excess of 15 per cent, sub-
sequent to the date of January, 1941.”

3. Garment workers in New York last week staged a two-day
steppage in un effort Yo compel the industry to gront wage iis-
creases. David ‘Dubirisky, president of the ILGWU, and Juliis

~Hochman, "general manager-of the Dressmakers--Union, -assailed -

the Little Steel formula as inadequate in the face of rising: costs.
The garment workers made the additional argument that even
under the Little Steel formula they were entitled to an. increase
because their wages had risen only 10 per cent over the January,
1941, level—and that was in compensation for decreases accepted
by the union in 1937 and 1938.

4. The Allied Printing Trades Council of Greater New York,
speaking for some 25,000 workers, has announced that it would
call a conference of all AFL unions in the city “’to plan a program
to meet the mounting cost of living.”” "“The motion to call a con-
ference,” read the announcement, “was unanimously adopted
after many delegates spoke in sharp terms about the rising rest-
lessness of organized workers. Pressure for new wage demands to

(Continued on page 3)

State Department \lg\nores Anfi—Semiﬁsm
And Concentration Camps in North Africa

By R. FAHAN

The scandal of North Africa, where
American officials bicker ,with and
bolster up - fascist and anti-Semitic
officials, acquires a worse stench
with each passing day. Perhaps the
most ghastly twist to this whole filthy
business has been given by an inter-
view which General Giraid, a reac-:
fionary and anti-democratic militar-.
ist puffed up into an Allied hero by
propaganda, gave to the press on the
question of anti-Semifism. ‘

In response to the repeated ques-
tions which have been asked both
in England and America as to why

‘the Hitler-inspired anti-Semitic laws,

originally introduced by ‘the Vichy-
ites, have not been repealed, Giraud
answered that:

(1) Anti-Jewish legislation would
be abolished “gradually,” since over-
hasty action would “disrupt’ the
functioning of the North African ad-
ministration.

(2) He, Girawud, considered this an
internal: North African problem,
which, as the ruler of North Africa,
he must face alone; and he did not
believe it the concern of outsiders,

(3) He, Giraud, had full eonfi-
dence in his new civil administra~
tor, Marcel Peyrouton, the former
Vichy Minister of Interior, who
had been instrumental in ehfore-
ing anti-Semitic legislation in met~
ropolitan France, as well as jailing
thousands of anti-fassists and anti-
Vichyites.

Wae -believe these remari;s of Gi-
raud worthy of some study and
comment,

“Gradually” Means What?

The phrase about abolishing  anti-
Semitism “gradually” is an insult to
human intelligence. Racial discrimi-
nation is repugnant to every hali-
civilized human being as a matter
of pringiple; “discrimination- against
any racial ‘ot ‘color group: bettays an
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anti-democratic, an anti-human bias

"which is despicable regardless of

whether it takes the form of subtle

, jokes of brutal murders. Anti-Semi-

tism is either enforced as a govern-
mental policy or it is"not.

What does Giraud mean by abol-
ishing it “gradually”? Does he mean
that Jews will now be -allowed into
some of the amusement places from
which they have been: barred and
not into others; does it mean that
they will be allowed to practice some
of the professions and not others;
does it mean that some ghettoes will
be abolished and\not others? How
can one justify the: continuation of

i

~some discriminatory practices while
' proudly noting the abolition of oth-
ers?

And where is the voice of Presi-
dent Roosevelt, he who has sent so
many salving messages to Amer-
ican Jews protesting his hatred of
anti-Sémitism in Germany? Where
is his voice denouncing the ‘anti-
Seémitic practices in the land which
Giraud nominally rules but which
the American Army actually con-
trols?

Washingion Behind Policy

The New York newspaper PM de-
' clares in dispatches from its Wash-

¥

ington correspondent, I F. Stone,
that Washington itself is behind the
failure to abolish the anti-Semitic
laws of North Africa. Writes Stone:

then free the very men he hunted
down and jailed as Petain’s Min-
ister of the Interior.”

Some very “clever” defenders of
the U.S. State Department policy in
North Africa have attempted to. jus-
tify the shameful attitude toward the
anti-Semitic problem by saying' that
the abrogation of the anti-Jewish
laws would inflame the Arab popu-
lation. This statement, even if true,
is profoundly reactionary and repre-
hensible. But the fact that it is noth-
ing more than a miserable pretext
behind which to hide the pro-fascist
policy of the State Depariment can

(Continued on page 4)

“If Murphy (the American Am-
bassador—R. F.) had told Darlan to
repeal the anti-Jewish laws and to
free the political prisoners... the
laws would have been repealed and
the prisoners freed long ago. The
real difficulty is that the State De-
partment hasn’t made up its mind
that it wants the anti-Jewish laws
repealed and it isn’t sure about the
political prisoners. It’s difficult at
one and the same time to put 2
man like Peyrouton in power and

TWU Calls Rally on Transit Wage Issue

Vecillating Leaders Endanger Transit Un?gn; Play Into Transit Commission’s Hands

By GERTRUDE SHAW

New York Local 100 of the Trans-
port Workers Union has called for
a public rally at Madison Square
Garden on Tuesday, February 9, at
8:00 pn  Such a demonstration is
excellent. Every worker should sup-
port it. .

The union.is also asking ‘The Peo-
ple of the City of New York” to
“Please Write Now to the Mayor.”

Yes, it is indeed in order for all
users of the transit systems to sup-
vort the men and women who make
possible safe travel from- one end of
the city to another, and to tell the
Mayor what they think of his anti-
labor policy.

‘But such supplementary mens-,

ures are no substitute for action

" by the workers themselves. 'The

“All-Star Entertainment” to 'be
provided at the rally should not be
permitted: fo-obscuxe-the issue. Un--
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less the meeting produces a real
ultimatun to the Mayor and Board
of Transportation, with the full
sympathy and supporf of those as-
sembled in the Garden, it will be
another fizzle.

Within TWU Local 100 itself exists
the best possible proof of the efficacy
of rank and file action. The 1,200 em-
ployees of the Fifth Avenue Coach
‘Co—~members of the local—who in
the recent past showed their mettle
in ‘an admirably militant strike, now
get an eight per cent wage increase
without having to strike for it. The
Fifth Avenue Coach Co. sfill remem-
beis the bus sirike!

But the 32,000 employees on New
York City’s subways and other tran-
sit- lines—-also members of the local
—are still taking the insults of the
city’s Mayor and Bdard of Trans-
portation instead of wage increases

“to ‘eatoh-up ' with -the ruk-away cost:

of 'living. The city transit workers
have not engaged in united militant
action to enforce their fair demands.
Their - officers make strike threats
that they have no intention of carry-
ing out.

impression that he not only was
hostile and antagonistic to the uh-
ion and therefore incapgble of me-
gotiating with it in good faith, but
also that he is ufterly indifferent
to the needs and welfare of the em-
ployees whose fate he holds in his
hands,”

Mr. McMahon, president of Local
-100, claims that the city makes a net

What Whoe Holds Dear?

Messrs. La Guardia and Delaney
are no dopes. They thumb their
noses at a union which does not use’’

SR e

its power, while that union—-imitat-
ing big business—spend its less plen-
tiful and precious money on full-
page ads pleading with the Mayor:
“For the Sake of All We Hold Dear,
Let us Arbitrate!”

Bot what the Mayor and Board of
Transportation of the city hold dear,
is not what workers hold dear. Phil-
ip Murray,, CIO president, who con-
ferred with Mr. Delaney, said about
this absolute-riiler-by-divine-right:

“§- oame -away -with - the distinet
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profit of $1,000° a year on every otie
of its "32,000 transit workers. This
profit is one of the things the Mayor
and the Board of Transportation hold
dear.

- Some -three. years. ago, when the
Mayor negotiated the purchase of the
IRT and BMT subways from the
banks which awned them, the T
protested that $315,000,000 was much
too high a price because it tepre-
sented water - flooded stock. How-
ever, the city fathers placed the prof-
\ (Continued-on page 3
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LABOR ACTION

EUROPEAN WORKERS STRIKE

It has beén annotinced that Putzi
Hanfstaengel, one of the very first
members of Hitler's movernent, for
years a member of the Nazi laner
circle, is now collaborating with the
State Depattment. A Labor member
of the Brifish Parliament has just
asked the Foreign Seécretury what
was behind the reperted tontacts of
the British forelgn service with
Count Bethlen, & high Hungsrian
dignitary-chiéf representative of the
landholdinhg ©clags, long-tima Prime
Minister and 6ne of those mainly res
ponsible for the “White Terror” in
Hungary after the smashing of the
Hungarian revelution.

‘Rorth Africa is now the happy
hunting ground of the most reac-
tiotiary laborshating cliqué of the
French army. Améficani military and
diplomatic leaders sre nof i the
least ooncerned with the fageist
background of their “collaborators.”
They are only intérested in the sérv-
ica thess people can render in the
Amigrichn penetration of Europs ard
in providing a bass for easier coh-
tact with that part of the old reac-
tionary apparatus it Europe which,
while it wiay not Nave the force to
establish a regitié of ité 6wn, might
at least be a front fo¥ the reai power
exercised by American military
force. 'THe role these people Will be
expected to play is about thé 3ame
as that 6f the Indian princes &6¥ Af-
rican o6hieftains,

But whils the “pesple’s war” thus
reveals ity true€ nature, néws Go6ffles
out of BHurope which clearly indi-
cates that the WORKERS there afe
the only ones Who are really fightifig
fascism i direet action. Heré are
some fegént reports without any
commenti
PORTUGAL:

A victory of the Portuguése trans-
port workers Has been reported by
the ITWF. Under the Salazar dietes
torship enly “unions” eenirelled by
the state are allowed, snd striking

‘is & punishable effenss. Despite this,

the dockers in Lisben wént on strike.
The governtient ordered 1,500 ar«
rested. ‘The tremwaymen then sent
a letter to Balazar telling him {he
trarig would stop rustitng if the
dovlkears wers not released. Within
ninety minutes the prisoners WeEe
freed.

BELGIUME L

To- protast againsy the wholesale
deportations to Germany, the sails
waypeh of Liegs tent ofi strike en
December § The Cermans theres
upon threaténed to incresse the ¥ate
of daspertations If the men did fiok
work. The threat was of no avail
and the strike goes ofi:

FRANOE:

The papers have all reported the
magnifieént resistancé that the work«
ers §f the old harber distriet of Mar.
seille put up against the Nuzis whexn
they wantéd to force them o evasus
ate thig distriet in erder to clesr it
for fortifleations. Hers i5 an eye-
witnesg stery shewing the resistance
of ¥reneh workets to laboy consurips

tion ahd to the propagandsa almed af

zetting them to werk in Germany:
“On the factory walls appeared &
poster annocuncing a spéech on the
barter [five skilled French workers
going to Germany are “bartered” for
one war prisoner—E.] by a delegats
of the Vichy governiment's propa-
ganda machine. The workefs' com-
mittee decided that all workers

WHILE ALLIED LEADERS DEAL WITH PASCISTS,

IN DIRECT ACTION

would stay away. Buf since the pre-
fact had given strlet orders that Mr.
Laval's spokesman be well received,
the rmanagement made it known that
the presends of the personnel was
reguired under pehalty 6f breaking
the labor contract. The workers
then detided to attend the ppeech
and there to give vent to a demons
steation against eellaboration.

“The men of Vichy arrived and
took their places behind the tables.
The workers massed in the back of
the workshop and when the governs
ment delegate atked them o come
forward, they all hooted him. From
the very beginning of the talk, va-
ried noises eoversd the speaker’s
volce (the popping of ¢ompressed
air pistols, the sliaing of bridges,
wienthes thrown on the ¢ément. ..)
At the mention of Germany, ag at
that of Laval, hisses and shouts
burst out in the rosm. When the
talk was over, a workingman ap-
proathed the delegate and assked
him: ‘Arée you for the burter? Ves’
“Then, why don't you leave? linmés
diately loud laughter and chéers
arese. The same worker then fook
the fleor and explained that he had
beer & prigoner in Geérmany, thab
he had escaped from there just two
monthe ago, that he esuld speak on
the treatment Inflicted on the priss
oners there and could spealkk of couns
ditions in Ahe working class. He
ended by calling Laval and his men
knaves and declaring, amid the

oheers of the assembly, that all his

eomrades, #s8 himself, wished and
hoped for the agmnihilstion of the
Nezis. 'The munagement did not dare

to intervene whep the workers'

showed sueh hostliity againgt Laval,
and the meeting endéd in -the dig
semAttive ot the Viehy delegste”

A report frem de Gaullist sourees
states the following:

“In Lorient, move than 200 skilled
weorkers were pleked officislly to go
‘to Germany on Ooteber 24. The day
of their departure, a VeEy Geremos
nigus luncheen was ‘Grganized in
their henor by the German autheri-
ties, Bines, however, al the lagt mo-
ment the workers learned that the
peenes was to be filmed for propas
gandy, they vefrained froni attends
ing. lLater the workers paraded fo

the statlen. There 1,500 peopie dem-

eisizated vielently before & police
force Which falied to réspeﬁd :

5 Brest, diring Ostober, workers
from the Arsensl were taken Yoreis
Bly to the stalibn: Bighty were mikss
ing. At Cherbourg in the same eir-
sumstances pollee inteyvention was
overcame. Wormen threw paviag
gtories abv the Germsn soldiers and
police, who retreated, There were
4lse some workere who did not ghow
up. At Le Mang earg full of armed
soldfers were eoupled &t the frent
and reéat of the train” _

Phere are twe wars on right now.
©ne is the imperialist war whieh i
being ineveastngly fought not only
with military weapons but 4lss with
diplematle enes, In ihis, members
6f the different ruling classes meve
rither easily from one éamp into thé
other, elimbing on the band wagon
of wheever appears to be the likely
winnep, THe other is the war of the
“common people” all over Europe
against their oppressors—be they the
Nazis or some other labor - hating
clique, Yes, there {8 a “people’s war”
going on, but it 18 the werkers who
are its fighters and heroes.

Eurepacus.

Néws and Views from the Labor Fronf

Ship Local 9 to Elect Shop Stewards

SAN PEDRO--With the knowledge
that demoecratio eleotions of shep
stewards are to fake place in the
Los Angeles Yard, the situation in
Shipyard Local 9 shows signs of
looking wup.

Up.t6 now Walter Pollard, the dic-
tator appointed by the tiational office
of the wtiion to Ffun the loosls 4f-
falrs in plase of the rank and Hie,
has been desighating stewards to
represent the Xos Angeles Ship-
yard workers in their grievanoes
with the company. Hewvause of the
strong fesentment of the gmember.
ship against this undemesratic tam.
pering with one of thelr greutest
rights atd becauss of the natursl re-
sction te Pollard’'s putting Gandall,
Alexander, Morrell and other Sta-
linists on the grievance conimitteey;
Pollard has beén forced to return to
the membership the right to elect its
own shop stewhards.

Pollard has tried to make it appessy

Cleveland Nagr&cs
Fight Jim Crow

By MIKE MARLOWE.
CLEVELAND=Thée surrent antages
nism between white snd Negrs
workers 8t the Cleveland Traster-
Co. plant ca#i resilt enly in harm for
whites and Negrees and in damage
to the union. Reeent articles in the
Clevelshd press riake glear the sitis
ation.

The Paots of the trouble le in
the aiiti-tinlen and undemioeratie
policy of the Internationsl Asves
ciation of Machinists, whish ex<
cludes Negro weikers.

. Adeording to the leeal press, the
presént officers of the Cletrae loeal;
backed by the officers of Distriet 54
of the machinists, at firet vefused io
allew the eempany to hirs Negroes,
and after a handrul wers hired, res
fused them the right to jein the ums
ion, enjoy senierity vighty, ¢ ad-
vange te bettey jobs. Shop Steward
Bergman even went 56 far as to ¥8.
turfi @A initiation fee to a Negrs
whe tried to joln and fore up Hig
applieation.

The Negroes in the plani have
displayed a wmilitaney i1 ashing
for thelr righis that puis the leads
evs of the leenl to shame. They
have tried to gain admittance to
the tnion again and agaln, have,
gonte 1o the head of the unien diss
triet, und {alked with gevernment
offielals, Everywhere, they meet
with gly apelogies and & eold showuis
def.

The Negrees abt Cleirsc have
learfied by new ithat the hypoesiti-
0al statements by AFL: leaders and
the toothless measures of Rossevelt
against rase  discrimination are
meaningless dnd that Negroes [at:i:]
expect no help from such §harteis
Clétract Negre workers must {urh
1o ' their fellew while workers for
help, They veslize this or they weuld
not ask to join the unlen: )

However; sonie of the white unigns
ists ave vielently opposed to the Ne-
groes. 'There ape & multitude of ress
sons why they must change this pels

ey

Wheéri unions have -fo maintain
constant vigilance agaifst anti-
labor attacks, it seems incredible
that any wunion would turn dowii
& prospeciive member. When ihe
union diseriminates against & Ne-
gFo fellow-worker, both Negro aiid
white worker loses—and thé béss

coming 8 thern.

that he had % wage a struggle with
thé nationsl ¢Mos to obtain this, S,
To¥ example, he shadow -boxed by
réading his latter to the national 6f~
fiee and thélr answer. The national
offieé in {5 letter said that he had the
right t6 make such a decision and,
turther, that the oonstitution pro=
vidés that where local autonomy is
sugpended, the administrator &p-
pointed May éstablish a°“provisiohal
government” if he deems it desira-
ble. Pollard;, realizing his uwnpopu-
larity with the men in the loeal,
tried t6 appear ai thé champion of
democtatle rights, but the meén can
not & fooled so easily.

Thé importanee of this victory
cannet Be everemphasized, Not

~ ouly will the democratic election

of shop Stewards, 5 eardinal prins
ciple of the CIO movemeént, give
thé manifement something to
think abouf, but it will &lsd renew
the tieh's confidenos in thelr unjon.
Both these things pave the way for
building a sironger Loeal B, It
should neb be overlooked that win-
nlng thie right away frem Pollaed

s the first big vietery that the
!am has wen In iis fighi for the
restoration of its antonemy, bis
roauoratioally lified last Decem-

ber In order te forestall & progress -

sive victory In the annual election,

rrogrogsives should aet relaw bes
cause of thig vietery and think that
Pollard - 18 weskening. Rather, they.
should understand. that- this i the
way to nght: Mere pressure on Pei-
lard-—grester resteration ef autone.
my and demoeratie sights

The exaet tme of the elegtion of
ghep sfewards has neh been ans
nsuneed, sltheugh it is likely that
the nominstions and eleslisn will
take plaece in the sccond und third
weekks of February, U is important
for the men in the yard that proc
gregsive eandidstes, men whe have
ghewn by thelr reeords and deeds
where they stand; be ehesen. These
whe have taken up oeliestiens is
Buy Christmas presents for their
leadermen, whe have acted as eem-
pany defendeys, whe have jumped en
the Pollard bandwagen when thai
vehlele was riding voughshed ever
Leeal B's mitenemy would eeriainly
Aot make good shep stewards. These
whoe have slready shown by their
supporh of the staggered week, ihe
giving up of the unien hiring hall,
and the other sel-ouls in the LA
Yard eontragh that they are nst with
the men,; but with the sempany, must
be dealt with aeserdingly, Men who
have sueh & -resord €suld never

. make goed- stewards beeause & stew-

ard is 8 mar who i§ known te de-
fernd the union and maiatain eendi-

gaifis, Waoial strife among the
Workers serve the inferest of the
eimployer every iime. Thus the
workers fight among themselves.
while the profils voll 1n (Cletras
just deelared @ dividend).

Inisrmation veashes ‘LABGR AC.
TION that Cletrae werkers have been
stalled off for many months on a de-
mand for wage inereases 1o mesh
Cleveland’s sy - high priees, 'The
workers would de well ta forget
their semseless squsbbles with theisr
Negro fellow workérs and tuwn their
attention to their real interests. And
the militancy ahd initiative that the
Negroes have shown in FHEIR fight
tor their standard of living would
come in” handy when all Olstras
workefs go after what they have

tions on the job.

The election of progressives to
the shop steward posts is the first
stép o Inoreaslog the power and
stréngth of the aniom. Now that
the stewiards aré 6 be democrati»
eally eleoted, they musbt obtain the
right to elest fhiefy own grievance
cotrimitlees, inistead of liaving them
appointed by Pellard and his hand
picked executive board. Only in
this wiy can the stewards and the
men puarantee w truly representss
tive and Dghilng eommittee,

One of the fvst issues that the
newly elested stewards will run inte
is the question of elassificatiens, Usms
de? the new contrasl, instead of
thres ratings — mechanic,”  improver
arid helper — therée aré: imechanie,
first, second and third clasz improv-
ers, and hélpers. The eompany, in
orger to ehisel, is taking full advans
tage of this elatise and is having mes

Akron Beacon

Scoops a Lie

By MARY BELL

Thig iy the stery 6f the aevelutien
of a le,-

On Thursday, Japuary 81, the Ak«
ven Beaeon Journal published & siory
undey the hesd “Ship ‘Bieike' Ires
Guadaleanal Fighters” signed by its

mest flovid writer of wsensatisnal:

stories; Helen Waterhsuse,

“Bix battle-searred velerans” (an:
sRymous) reported that the erew ef
a merehant ship refused to uniead
supplies on Suhdsy snd that weunds
¢d seldiers whe had lived on a ries
dish were foreed te unload iheir swa
gupplies. “Cenfismation. has eomie
from a high offlelal souree in Washs
ingten; whe though he witnessed
these eonditions during his serviee
in Guadsleanal, mush neeessarily ve-
Mmain BRERYMEUL”

All that was wmissing were Ihs

faeti=wWhe, where, when, why, hew.
Shades of journalisiie ethies! On
sueh & fevndatien was Builk up what
the New York newspaper PM a6
voetly ealls “the mest vieious of all
the laber lies used to stampede Cen-
grese and the esuntry inte vepressive
labor legislatien”
The smalldown Alven Beaeon
Journal, elated at its “seoep” of the
ristion; reported in its next issue that
the stery was.“widely dopied in the
Amieriean press” it was printed as
tabt by the MeCermiek - Patterson
press and echoed by their spolesmen
in Gengress: 'The Chieags Tribune
quotéd &engvessmen who sald epews
men 6f the merchant ship stoed on
the degks jeering and chanating at
sick and wounded matines working
in the, thopical &iiri. They were stps
poséd to have taunted, according o
this paper: “Oh you_fifty budks a
motith suckers!”

The truth cameé laker in the Navy's
anneuncement: ,

“Admirsl William ¥ ﬁﬁmg It
commander of U.5. forces in the
South Pusifie, {nfermed the Navy
Depariment ioday ﬁm‘? in ne ins
stanee Have merchasnt seamen ¥es
fused to discharge earge from iheir
vessels at Cuadsleanal 6 in shy
other way Ialled to sosperate with
U.8. forces ashote in that ared’”

Marshall E, Dimock, in charge of
Merchant Marine recrtiting for the
Maritirié  €Cominissioft; said there

was “ne case on reeord” anywhers
in which wmerchant seamen vefused
t6 man the winches on Surday or
4ny other day:

chayies’ work done By improvess
without paying the mechanics’ rate.
The extert of this practicd is 8o wide-
spread that considerable grumbling
and diseatistaction aré heard. This
chiseling hits the men right Wwhere
it hurts fiiost, in the pooket.

The grievante machinery is the
piroper place to settle mutiers af res
élagsifieation. Those under training
shotild be pished ahead as Fapidly
as possible, for actually, even
though supposedly under. training,
they #¥e producing imechanies’
work But sre reesiving improvers
pay; and this gap wiust be closed
qﬂiﬂkiys

It should be noted that the prac-
tiee of having Bo many ratés aid het
exiet on the West Const until the ad.
valit of Poliavd. The siriclly Kast
Const aysteri of having different
clagses of mechunies &nd Wnprevers
is semething that the boys back
there have been teving to abelish for
vears. Nipping i the bud the situs.
tion now developing i the LA Vard
i§ a fhiist, beeatise onee it Is fiemly
cstablished, then there will be ne
ending it.

Cost of LAving Cemmitiee

The High Cost ef Living Cammite
tee set up by the Gandall (Btalinist)
forum hag back-fired on itE erighnas
tors. The man enginesred iats ihe
chairfanship . by  the, Btalnists, ine
stead 6f turnifig out to be a stooge
for thém has thrown one of the Sta-
linists ous of the commiltee and this
ex-member 6f the esmmities is now
no lohger working in the yard. 'The
workers in the yards sre having &
quiet laugh up theiy sleeves at the
diseomfort of the Sialinists snd are
applauding thé action of the chair-
man, who, in spite of his member-
ship in some smibll twowd Chamber
ot Coirifiieres, seefis to be sineers in
wanting semething done about the
high eest of living and woeuld net
tolerate distuption and sabetage.

However, the union it all pioba-
bility will establish a High Cost of
Living Cemmitiee, semething whieh
every wmilitant worker i highly sa
faver ofr What a¢tiond it takes and
hew militantly it exeetites the pre-
gram et dewn by the €16 will be
commentéd on in LABOR ACTION.

Meanwhiie iaber, iseally and nas
tisnally, was -enraged ab this draud:
The Akven Iadusteial Unien Couneil
ran & half-page ad. in the Bsassh
eXposing the metivation Jor -this des
ceity, Lies. Huberman, edueationsl: dis
rector for the NMU, stated that
there was no unidoh fulée against
Sunday work! The Lés Angéles CIO
Council sent i & séselutien ef Pres
test démanding an inavestigatien ef
the sotifee 6f the stery.

Hewever, the lie has dene its gisty
veork: Runle¥ and suspieion ate 161«
lowing on its heels and the Hsuse
has set up afi investigating eommits
te¢ whigh might well aid the antis
labor 6ause.

This He was grist to the rill of
the anti-labes newspapers. It erigic
nated, appropriately enough; with the
Aleron papér, than whieh there is #is
other mo6re eonsistent laber - baiter.
Ity latest se6ial SRS against the
werking elass mevement inslude
thufiiping for Wwage -fresging 16
chain laber to its lew standard of
living; and opposing the §85,000 sals
ary Umitation in erder te allow the
profitesrs thelr incentive 1o esntinue
making profits out of the war

“Sin Bas many teels, but & ¥e is
a handie which fils them atl”

This Man Should
READ ’Labor Action’
Dear Biri

Will you kindly desist from send:
ingd your publicitien to my saddress.
Somie well-intentioned friend appar«
ently foit I nesdéd LABOR ACTION
to complets my educstion. Unhap-
puy, your journalisa seems to me

to fall Intoy the same general gents
as the Daily Worker or the Chicago

Tribune.
A. 6. (Wash, D, C)

‘“Teen Age Youths
Get Rotten Jobs

Dear Editor:

The war industries are pleading
for skilled or semi-skilled workers.
Meanwhile there are machinists, me~
chanics, etc., who are forced to take
jobs im mon-war industries at less
pay bvecsuge they have 1L-A draﬁ
clagsifications.

The best example of this dﬂemma
are the youths of the war geénera~
tion. Many of them are graduates
of vocational schools where for four
years they studied to learn a trade.
When they graduate, instead of going
into a machine shop ot ship yard,
they go into the Army. Usually &
period of a year or less elapses be-
tween their graduation and their go-
ing into the Army. Meanwhile they
are forced to work on odd jobs,
knowing that on a certsin date they
are going into the Army.

otteatheyautoldatthehitm
ment that induction will be poste
poned a month, presurnably because
the reception camps are already
wwercrowded.
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New théy have another menth of
waitirig. What ave they to do? Most
of thern have quit their jobs beeauge
they thought that they were going
into the Army immediately. It i
practieally impossible for them to
get anything but a sweatshep job
whent the bess knows that they will
quit in & menth o s6.

Bernie Shaw.

How Facts Stack Up
On FDR’s Promises

Dear Editor:

8ome ten years ago Hoover prom-
ised “g chicken in every pet” but
the breadlines kept.growing longer.
© Today we have the Atlentic Chay-
ter, which ig supposed, among other
things, to promise “freedom from
want.” But despite all the ballyhoo,
sotrie recent little known statéments
prove that the promilses of Roosevelt
and Churchill are of the same order
as Hoover's.

Two months ago it was Pearl Buck,
the famous writer, who exploded the
myth that the capitalist democracies
stand for freedons from want. She
pointed out that while fhe Allled
politicians are damning Hitler for
starving Europe, they have said
nothing and douwe mothing about “80
per cent of the people of India who
have never had a square meal in
thefr livest”

A few weeks ago, Luis Quinta-
nilla, Mexican Ambassador, said in &
radio speech that 85,000,000 of the
125,000,000 peopls of Latin America
are starving. He added {hat Latin
America i characterized by “absen-
tee Jand ownership, lack of Indus.
tries, disease, illitaracy and a cleav-
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age between wealthy winoxities who
do net werk and millioris of under~
dogs whe do all the work”

A fow duys ago Sigrid Undset, the
Norwegian novelist, said abeut the
South: “T'here 18 no famine here.
Yet they lve werse than the poerest
Chinese peasant. What 18 going to
happen to the children?”

This is the fate of the masses Hve
ing under the British lash and under
the tyrant generale in Seuth Amsis
jca (who are propped up by Amers
icati imperialism).

Why the Atlantic Charter? It is
very simple. The less the capitalist
politicians can do for the masses, the
moré they make promiges and scat-
ter lies.

Will Gorman.
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Prasenﬁ His View
On Rationing

Dear Editor:

The black market in meéat is flour«
ishing throughout the’ New York
metropolitan ares and Pennsylvania,
according te Charles E. Egan in the
New York Times of January 24. Nu-
merous maoat dealers in this region
who are illegslly slaughtering and
digtributing meat have been caught
by the OPA,

Officials of the OPA have an-
notunced that they Inténd to wipe
out completély the black market,
first, because the egorbitant pricas
(a viclation of the price ceilings)
are depriving the vast majority of
the population — the lower Iincome
consumers--of this 200d necessity;
secondly, because this illegal mest
traffic constifutes a menace to pub-
lic health. Cattle are slaughtered

g et S i TR e U ok Tl

undef unsenitary conditions and sre
distributed in such & way as t6 make
the danger of epideniies imminent,

Mr. Egan believes rationing is the
complete answer to elimination of
the black markel. 'The black wmar-
kets,” he states, “Hourish in that pe-
riod between the development of &
shertage and the flme when formal
rationing of the scarce commodity is
inveked, Ouce ratfoning comes inte
fored the undepeover markets wither
and dle from lack of patronsge from
the general publie”

However, the examination of an
outstanding black market, that in
“démocratic” England, proves the
converse to be true, nanely, that the
black market only beging to flourish
with the infraduction of ‘rationing.
It was not until the latter part of
1641 In England, whon the point ra-
tioning program went into effect that
the black market reslly “bloomed”
into maturity. During the pericd of
shortages preceding the instituting of
a relion system there was no real
need for the. black market. The
cholce cuts of meat weve to be fotind

in the expensive stores, the best se-.

Iectlons of all food and clothing
were also to be had in the swanky
shope—all, of course, for a fancy
price.

The price, naturally, barred the
working people but did not cause
any drastio changes In the rich man’s
way of life. Once the rationing sys-
tem was put into eftect, however, it
constituted & real threat to the lux.
ury standard of lving of the ruling
class. In order to add to the meager
rations sllowed by the rationing pro-
gram f00d, clothing, gasoline, ciger.
ettes, - whiskdy and other luxurier
were bought fllegally and a tremens
dous wartime racket was born:
Through the black msrket the dMoh
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were able to maintain theilr standard
of living elese fo their pre-war lavel.

Rationing, of eourse, 18 necespary
where sherteges develop, but the
key to a puccessful ratiening setup
ig rigld price enfereement. Hetises
wives, thoreughly famillar with the
inabllity and unwilingness of the
OPA to chesk soaring prices, 6sn
have little hope that this same effics
will bé able te prevent the Llack
ragrket that exists from devéloping
into the big business that it has be-
cotié it England at the expense of
the working man. A force of 2,000
OPA. inspestors, even with the best
of intentions, is unable fo polica the
entlre oountry, It i to the house-
wives, workers and working farmers
that we muit tuen if we expaet vigld
enforcament of the price seilings, ¥a-
tioning and the complete extarming.
tion of the black wmarket. For they
are the people to whom sl theee
thinge ave & matter of life and desth.
Food profitecrs must be stopped by
neighborhood committees of hotge«
wives, farmers and workers!

§. Michael (Buffslo).

A Touching Tale
Of Rags to Riches
Dear Edjtor: .

The other day the head of the ship-
yard where I work (Marine Maihe
tenance in Bayonne, N. J.) was in-
dicted on thirteen counts for fraud
against the govérnment. If convicted
he will be Uable to ten years in
prison on esch of the thirfesn counts
or & tofal of 130 years

Tiie brings to mind whet this same

gentleman, Grogory Ferend, said ot
.amﬁnemm;mrd tﬁédwbﬁom
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Christmas, He told the rmen what &
gréat country Ameries is, He told
them that enly in this counlry ean
a MiAR TFise irem & paUper to &
prince: ¥er exampls, he told the
story of his own #se. He oamie t6
this totntry a4 an immigrant with
$10 in his pocket and he 18 How the
president of & corporation. He ems
phasizad the “fact” that he had never
made & dishenest dellar in hiy lifs
This spedth was delivéred just one
motith before hé was indicted for
dishenast desling with m gwérn

ment.

This gives the le¢ to the fables
given in the schos! text boscks sbout
enterprising young men whe HON.
ESTLY rise to fame and foriune
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Cleveland
Stalinists -
Snipe at

‘Labor Action’

By G. MoDERMOTY

CLEVELAND, Jun 28Woikess at
the Cleveland plant ofi*the Figher
Body Corp. had thelr intelligence in-
sulied recently by two Communtsts
(Btuliniibts), whe teied 0 prevent
Fisher werkers leaving the plant
frem aceepting and reading LABOR

ACTION. ‘Their owa bundle ef

Daily Workers forgutien, the Stalin-
it sheuted ot the tep of thelr
veiees; “Don't ke LABO
s a fifth columa t, It's anti-
labor and antl.union: Read the
Dally Worker, onie huindréd péF eent
behind the war effort” The Btalin-
ists aid everything but physieally wa-
sault Flsher workess who ek LAs
BOR AGTION.

Fisher workery who are nov fully
acquainted with the nature and pelic
cies of Btalin's Cemmiuniss Parly
wiay have found this nelsy display
puzzling. Those vmen at Fidher whe
resd and have been veading LABOR
ACTIOR kmow ithai, fa¥ frow belng

anii-labor und anti-unish,” LABOR

ACTION earries on &n unsessing

snd energetie Aght Ior labor's yights:

and in laber’s sause.
Why the Atlack?
Why, thew, the antios of the Bta-

linists, whe vhasquerade &3 belpg

pre-laber,” while at the eame dime
they unashamedly avtack the ele:
mentary democratit Fight of frée-
dom of the press? Fisher workers
who have ever seen ihe Staliniste
operate in a unibn, who remember.
the “rulessr-vuin” poliey of the Bias
linists in the UAW, will realize the

motives of the CP. For, as theif yees.

a¥rd makes cleas, the CP is fet ifr the:
slightest senverned with the well--
Being ef the unionists they Wy vo.
dupe, bub is -eoneerned somplesly.
with proteeting the interests of their
master in the Kremlin. Unels Joe,
despite a let of reeent whitewash; is
still the bleod-dFenehed digtator that
ke always has been. He is atill tve
totaiitarian whe destreyed working
glags government in Russia, smashed
the itrade uniehs and lowered the
standard of living:

And the Ameriesn “esminunists’
follow his dictates. If Bialin heolks
up Wih Hitler, théy deneunee thé
war, U Blalls jumps the fence, his
boys are right behind him, beosting
the war and bresking sivlices,

They Al‘§ Fraitors t6 Laber.

Thaﬁ is what they mean when they
ay ihe Daily Werker 1§ ene huhe
m& e bRt behind the Wak
are right, The Daily Werker and the
Stalinighs are ene hundred per eent
behing the war—behind the wag en
iaber, behind the drive to reduse e
vniens e impotenes, the drive to un-
lead the burden of the way enlo ihe
backs of lubor, The Stalinisle, slong
with the Chamber of Commeres, the
National Asseciation 6f Manufastur:
ers and ail atheér emenies of laber,
are determined 16 1€ up 1he uniens
with. ne-siFike pledges, stalling lobor
boutds, gevernment ved tape and ¥e-
treat after retreaf.
LABOR ACTIOK fighis these trals
tors. That is why the Btalinists feay
it and t5y to diseredit it. LABOR

AGTION, hewever, 1& net afeald sf
eriide totalitarian slanders. It is eohs

tent to et Fisher woskers judge Las
BOR ACTION for themuslves. .
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Buy LA and NI

In Cleveland:
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In Detroit at:
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@
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- (Confinved from page 1)
wiget the ever - soaring living
“oite Wos universal, the dele-
yoves said.”

8 R J. Thomes, president of
s United Autemebile Work-
ors Unlon, CIO, cheorged that
the Little Steei formule has
waver beon & fuir wethod of de-
cldlng what are proper wage in-
ereases. He demended e "real-
We formula recognixing an
sdvance of ot least 30 por eont
in the eost of living sinee Jan-
wury, 1941, so thai the workers
thveugh their unlons ean eswmi-
wiones to barguln now for com-
pureble increasen in wages.”

I»nyesl'Ies-s Ra_nki Push Union Leadershi

Labor Presses Drive for Higher Wages to Meet Rising Costs

These ate bt o few Instunces ws
fected out of many. Rallwiy werks
ers, offite workers—~workeérs in afl
trades and citicée—are similavly de-
wixndlig wage inereases ss the moves
wmehit ghins new momentiim eaeh day.
Thers i a general realisation that
{he Liltle steel formula and the ens
tité WLB scbtip ars strangleholds
i?b the living standards of Ameriean

OFs

That the uniow blireaucrsts have
found it necessary 6 speak oub in
n6 unésrtain tetms is indication 6
the deep restleasness wirring in the
rankts, Even the moest servile of them
4re now compelled, ut the leash fo
makd g gosture of abilon 46 Boandals
ot ksl the situation bevome.

It iv new P t6 the vanks 16 see
W it that the deslaratlens besome
gornethlng mere thaw pestuves, that
solietilve bargaining is restored.

Into Action

rom the vary fiest the Litile Stesl
formuls was a gigantic swindle. At
the ti#i®;, the Little Steel workefs
bad asked a dollar-a-day wage ihs
glsﬁsé. A WLB tachfinding panel
that the demand wag justifiable
Both on the grounid of néed—and on
the grotind of spirsiling profits;
whith wade & Wnge iBereise pers
festly pesuble, The WLB, howeves, .
sejected the recommendation of its
faet-finding panel and granted the
nteel . werkers the chisel of a fovty-
fourstent increass, The labsr wmems

Bers of the woard protested, refused -

to vete for the devisioni...and leb
it @8 at that!

e Whp then interproted is de-
eision a® a national peliey. We sald
ab the fime that, AT BeST, it weuld
maititaln  whaiever miserable stang-
uvd of living Iaber Yenjoyed” en Jans

wary 1, 19a1-that every worker was
o mﬂﬁue Yenjoying” the same

-

shaek; and, for mﬂﬁoﬁg 6§ teryibly
underpaid w@fkers, the same swill,
The WLE claim that it weuld adjust
#ross Inegualities was 56 raueh éyes
wagh. It didn't lift a “pinkie” t5 ads
jugh the gross inequality of the ua-
derfed ome-third of the natlon (ves
membes that frotn the hey-day of
th6 New Deal?) or of those millions
weve mighty near it
Thut, we salt; was the meaning
of ihe decision at i BESE. Yn
praciiee, however, 1t proved wav
Mbfe reprehievisibie; Whils isbor
Wad stiaight-jaekeied 16 & fortanis,
pricés sontinted to ¥iBs Wndey the
ineffestnal mashilnery of the OBA,
whith vWas wiore econesrHed with
guaFanteeing profits than with 16ws
erliig oF controlling pifces. Thus,
&ven if 4 worker reseived & 15 pér
tent inoreass <« AND ONLEY A
TINY FRACTION OF THE

N BVERETT WEETON

< {Codilniied from Iast insiie)
. Whe Uniied Btates has had some

ewpevionss befors this with the
giowing “independenes” sf vasisus
‘partions of the ﬁﬁﬁm Brmpive. Cans
adn 15 o8 geaphic an enample that
it i worth examining It i ssme
detall, Of ssurss, the common bors
der, the esmmen- Jangusges and euls
ks, have in this esse helped being
Caneda andey United States eontval,
but these faetors sotid net have B@éﬂ
deslive.

B wad sonesrning the Teesly of
washingten i 1871 thst Canada
tought for and fnally got iy Hest
bit of independence ¥from Britain in
foreign affaizs, Théve wes & leng
digpute abeut varieus things, But
principally North Atlantle fshing
Fights, belween the United Biates
spd Britaln, with CGanads insisting
on hey pights as en Independent ne=
- gotiutor. With the love of freedem

snd demoeracy that has alweys been
the pﬁaeipal charasteristie of Amers

iean diplomaey, the Uniled Biates
supported t

' g by
walking home with her shirt. As an
eszam the United Biates wus given

cht to free navigation on ihe
Bf» steﬁee ma in selurn Canuds
zai itted full use ed=sthie rivers

Politleni Relntionsy

With World War I, Canada attainea
full pelifiesl independence, She in-
gisted en her Fight 18 ¥ the Vers
#illss Treaty independently of Brite
mmdthmweaneﬁgaﬁdheaﬁéd

domiinion i the Beilish Cemmisns
wealth ef Natiens, and en ocession
sh& hap piayed the part of Ameriean
steege within thet ecommenwenith
Just one example: The Anglo-Japans
s past, which was designed to6 di
vide the Pasifie belween the iwe
signers; eame up for venewal in 1681
Beth Britaln and Japan on the one
nand, and most of the deminlens (ins
cluding Australin and New Zealsad)
on ithe other, were all for renewing
# withoiut any ado. But the expand.
ing nationalism of Japan was &li‘ééd?
and it was easy for the

dalled. Japan had to glva Shmiung

All ls Not Milk and 'i'léney in 'Bril'isthmei'ican Relations

baslk 8 €hiRa. And a commission
Was B&t Up 6 study the preblém 6f
extpntervitoriality 1a Chltbe=a prokis
e whith wag to prove to be unex-
'tediy comipliented and which the
fon néver did get sround {6
EeIviRE

Eosnusiio Ties

85 Miich for the political &ide; the
esoRemie is #6 less esnciusive, In
1680, 66.1 per eent of Canedian im<
ports éame from he United Biates
(eompared with 152 per cent #rem
the United Kingdony). Of Cansdian
SXPOFif, 41.1 BEF cent went fe ihe
United Btates (compared with 855
pep eent to the United Ringdom),
Osnadisn securities now held in the
Uwited Btates pay their holders §856,
60,000 3 yeai:

Ameriean fnvestinento i Ganada
total feur billien dolises. Fally
ene-foturth of Canadisn MAnEiRes
turisg I8 by Aingrlegn-sentrolied
compinies. Familiar Cansdisn
fiFmig BF® actuslly Ameéricn éhés

. in disguise. Imperial Ofl €o. is &8

aiins tor Brandard Ol of New Jers

&8y, an ola friend. Cansdian Inddss
tries; -t which dominates the
ehiemieal indust?y; 18 sise & mask
{68 S61861e we all' know—idu Poiit.
Gesieral MotoFs has “even gollen
arelnd t6 using the slogant “Pet-

t67 Betabse Canadian” All fn ai),
Bonié 1800

it 1988 there weie
Amerieah-controfied eompanies M
Canddi; as Aguinsd  sihetys@l ﬁ“
mmmes, vmh 8o per séﬂb of
~ One of the ﬁ!‘”ﬁf of ihe E@gfﬁéﬂit
reciproeal trade paciy was with Gan:
ads, Canada lswered wriffs e 967
imperis, the United Biales en absut
800, It was rénewed witheub appres
giable ehange in 1039, A glandavd
hiseefy text Barl Wittle, “Histery

of Canada”) remarks “Méﬁy fisis

{#al ebservers peinted sui that the
United States had reslly deiven 4
havd Bargain’
“Ne Temporaty Axi

in the preswap and war perisd,
Banads was tied wore -and more
tlasely fo the United States. In 1686
Reosevelt made the Monvee Deetring;
whish he had dlsdardéd for Liatin
Ameriea (as noted further hevels),
applieable to Canada. In 1940 eame
the Ogdensburg apresment for ihe

joint defense of Canada and the

Uﬁiﬁéd States. Then the Oty eruige
6¥p desl; the St Lawrence waterway,
éhs Canadian-Alsskts highway.

By 1041, with the trane-shipmens
of WBF goods through Canada io
Brituin, the Canadisn debt to the
United Btates ross to 3400,000,600.
Britain was in debt 6 Oanada

“Phe Hank forged by the Cunadians:
United States dolonso agroement”
#ald Premier King, “lo no temporary

They Clash in Canada, Latin Amenca

axis. It is part of the enduring foun-
dation & a néW world order based
6A friendship end good will”

Inside Lalin Amietica
One other sphere of Anglo-Arder-
{65 eompetition s will ve the last)
i 59 important. t be Gverlosled:
Dufing- the &', both the United
Statés and Britain were lesing sub
i Latin America, Germany and
JapaR; With Italy trailing behihd, By
the H88 of various new “iinfais”
business metli6ds, Werg in the iead.
In 1987 tully 81 per- eent of Seuth
Amerlean export trade was with
Germany and Haly oF the esuntries
sinse ssﬁaueréd by them, The United
Btates had only 91 per eent;, and

Britain l8ss than thak
With thie outbreak of war in 1559,
; and Iilish eompetitien
Whd ot off atid Japhn beowiie ihé
important rival, And sifise Pear

. Haibor, Japan s ub snd Ametics

ghd Britain are feft as the oniy

contéenders, For soine ofié Who

iikes & well matehied bout; it is net
an interesting ene to watsh:

Ynlted Btates inflienes  syer 6
gountides south of it has, in general
and with mmpertant exeeptions, been:
proportional t6 the distanes Mesies,
thie elesest, Has beeomie mefeaﬁagiyf
dependent, so that sinee the war nige
fenths of its tvade; both impert ond.
export; 18, with ine United Btates
Veneyuela makeg iavge 6il shipments
t§ Eurepe, bith it is the shly Carib:
bean estntry et dependent 6h the
United States for at least half of fis
&¥PSEE 6F imborts, or both. Further
seith, Both twade shd inVéstments
grd pelitieal deminance decrease; At

- the seuthern iip of the Amerivas we

have Argentind and Ohile, which
have aetually shown & lendeney to
politieal independesice. Bome have
leslked 6n thig as proc¥ of Nusi desi-
inatien;, But the geénéfal trénd in
Washingtonh Has been to toketsk i
away 88 a wmines eseapads of eour
small brothers; oné whieh ﬁéﬁi& be
soprested 4n- tiry:

st dhe, - Erlted- Bmes
sehioved first position i Eﬁiﬂ
Amerios is certals, bué it i3 difi-
ulb to cite figurés. For the great-
¢st Inorease has been sinéé Pearl
Harber, and figures that recent ure
not. yvaitable. But; Just to glve us
some fdea, we oBh WHSe the same
mesturiy rod--itade, The follow-
ing list gives the approximate in-
tvedge of 1940 figuvex ovey 1929,
Exporl§ from the Uniled Slates:
Ai‘t&ﬂﬁﬂa 3%, Bolivia %’ Cmﬁe 5"
Pasamn 1, Brazl ¥, Passgaay
-dovbled; Urdiguay more than dous
wvléd, Ymports frem the Unlled
Stites: Bolivis, wwore tnan three
Hies principslly tiny ses recent
gtories In LABOR ACTION on fhe -
steiks of the winem), Chils ¥,
Boundor ¥, Perti ¥, and so on.

- these Wwerthiss

With this economic dominance has
come, as always, political dominance.

This has been achieved by Roose-

velt's Good Neighbor Pohcy, con-
trasted with the Dollag Diplomaey
of his predecessofs. The most im-
pertant differeniée Kas been te rely
1i6FE and more i pald pelitieal pars
tied within eash ettty .16 mainbain
6788¥F; rather than serid 1B the Ma-
rin€s &véry five yéars, Neo guslifiea-
tions have been set on thesgé Beyéad

-16yalty to Standird ©Oil. (6¢ Unifed

Fruit, 6¢...), and they inelude siich
bioody dictators &s Vargas and. Bae
tists, wihose visious ragimes Have
Béééi‘ﬂé fiotorious throughaih thé

Ofie of the minor iRdustiles
6f Wasiﬂngtoﬁ is the manufaciure

&f sufficiant whitewash to eever the
more disgustifg Bortiens ef thess,

the Hew demoératic frlends and good
1i8ighBbe¥s of the United States:

Bad Neighbors, Beware

Then, the second impsriant dif-
ferérice; theré &ié mére and imore
dongresses of vépreseniatives of
These wesemble
nething 6 mieh a$ the memy oons
gresges the Stalihists holg, to which
gre invited such indepenident bfgan-
igatienis' &5 the ILD,. the . Fitriers
Union, the Inaependent Velers for
Farl Browder, the Ameriean Pesple's
Mobilization, the Ameriean ¥outh
Clongresses—and the EP ifself. Then
Hebert Minor glves the iins;, and
Marcasitotio and: Ciirranconéily, And
the eonsternation ahd dndighatien if
anybody disagrees—Chile or Argen-
tina, for example, :

Biit in the lony rubi, the Good
Neighber Policy aise Bas the Ma-
fines i depeiid oti. Neobady estld
plit it better than Nicholas Boese-
veit (in “Wanted: Geod Neigh-
bors?): it & nation desides to
play the part of & bad neigliber,
there is no resson why Unsle Bani
ghotild sit by and ses himself dex
prived of what is rightfully his.
Iaplieit in the Geéod Neighibor Pol- -
iey 18 the concept ihat vad neigh:
Ho¥s fliSt be induced to change
their ways.”

“Southward in sur hemisphers,/
Dr. Virgil Jordas said; “and west
Ward in the Pacific.” Axnd to a largs
extent, he was right. The Biitish
Empire i falling apart, aud the

Ameriean Empive sits with its maw
open to catch 6achk morsel. Bit there
8 o868 important difference. 'This is
not 1900, nor even 1014 ‘“Indepen.
denee”, for Canada meant doming-
tiori BY the United States. But “inds-
pendense” for India. will mean In-
disn independence. .Tes long ihe
weorkers and aslonials of the world
have played the game of changing
magters. In this wa¥ they ure lesyn.
;ng fset the other game of abolish-
ng them.

WORKING OLASS RECEIVED
THAT=every rine in the éost ef
living @bove thHat represented &
WAGE ©UT.

Fuither, severe and oneFous tines
were imposed on the working class
by way of making IT pay for the
war, Hehce tages 66k anether eut
ot 62 wages. Resulft labor was bes
ing foreed into & LOWER standard
of living—with the ultifiate goal of

£BAUGIAE it to the 1932 standard, ac-

é@fdiﬁg to lL.eon Henderson's fore-
east. And setond ¥Pesult! indighation

" it the ranks of labof has swelled o

the poiat whére actien is demanded
new, and quickiy, for wage inereases.

Nowhere in the Little Steal fovs
wila were profits eensidered. 'The
employer might be jumping his profs
it 20, 50, 100, 460 or as mueb a8 2,490
per eent, Millichs upen sillions of
d6lla¥s fhight pou¥ iats the bank aes
poufits 6f the coupon clippers. Biit
1abér was limited to a 15 per cent
inevense==ift it econld wusier the
sirongil for a #eal fght Swith the
WLE and employery t6 get that that
i5 pér cent!

. Prices afid Wages

The gfeundswell 1§ HEW 56 AFéat
that the union léadérships aré ¢6#i-
pelied to act: THEy aré eallifif 66h=
ferences &nd mieetings. Coodl But
they have net yet indicated what
they proposé i do absiib it Pre-
sumably they Will bFing pressure 6f
Roosevelf: AHd it 18 Possible that et
upWward revisicn in the formila may
be made. Possible==but by #o means
‘gértaint

Thit howeveyr, 66mies #Howhere
fear filling the Bill: An¥y Festricts
iRg foffiula i afl aftifleial eoh-
traption to ciféumvent Iabét’s in-
dependent péwer, Suppose ihe
foriniila is fAised &t twenty oF thir:
ty pér ceént, and pFices eonthitie to
Fige dbove that? Aiready, Préiitiss
Brown, the fiew OPA heaud; feves
easts a regdlar and esntinuing
manthly priee neveise; The Eaet
18t WiB8E caniot bé séparsied from
p¥i6es, taxes—or PROFITS! As
these Bo up-=Wages wdst ¥o upl
Afid the starting péint fiss {6 be &
DECENT standard of livinga—ws
LIVING WAGE!

Part of any adequate wage struex
fure MUst be & price-Axing program
which #eans priee eentrel and pre:
it - guaranteeing,  Ang, ésséntially,

thal means taking price-fxing oub et

the hHands of g@Véi’xiﬁ‘iéﬁt ahd d@ilﬂf*
a-year busines§ e¥béutivés and puls
tifig i {fito the Hands of workérs and
farmery éommittess,
Untie Labors Hands!

Mest important, hewever, the
hands of labor miist be untiea. They
a¥é AW tied with thie several bonds
8f WLB, job fréeiing, and “no-
strike” agreeiéntg In its eperatisn
theé WLB has proved t6 be what it
éaihet help BUt Be=-8n ifistFument
6f Big business. Note that in most
ifiportant cases, the labor merbBers
Bad to vete against the majority de-
&ision of the bdurd: Governient and
Buginess représéntatives as a rule
voted together. And with good res-
§?ﬁ-—~they both rtepresent the same
ola s

Labor had B6 Business being en
the beard in the Arst place. Once
befere When labop was geliing 4
rooking fromi &4 Fovernment Hoard,
the 010, theén under the leadership
of Yo L. Yewls;, withdrew its
representatives — ameong  them,
Phillp Murrsy. The beard ool-
lapsed; the miriers got what they
Were affer...and, as a miserible
-aftermath, the WLB was set wup.
Labor eanviot sit in pérmanent con-

p
25 Cents Will Bring

LABOR ACTION to your heme for
#% fMonths. Send your subseription
6 LABOR ACTION, 114 West idth
Street, Néw Yorl‘: City.

N\ - /

Vacillation Injures Transit Workers’ Cause - -

(Continuea frem page i)
: ﬂldMuitbwemmmot

workers. They paid the exorbitant
Mmumumum
X mwmoms

The workers themeblves, hawava',
got hand-outs of one econt and two
egnts an hour—presumably fc meet
the ofeisl 21 per cont rise . the
cost of lving

Quill. Squirnss Out of a Hole

On December 23, Michaél Quill,.
internationsl president of the TWU,
peered to be talking turley. He
threaténed that wniless the oase of
the transit wotkers-kicked around
from the City Hull to the White
House and back for more than two
¥ vas submitted to wrbitration

within twoe weeks, the 32,000 transits
workers would strike, The two weeks
expired, aid a mpmbérship meeting’
wat callsd on January 6. The news-
paper PM pradicted about this meet-
ng: “...1t 18 & foregone conclusion
that the pank and file will demand
S by m"

Bat tktt ‘proved to be exMtly
~what the leadership did not wani
- On Jmuy G, Mr, Murray wrote -

: mum Iottars to

down 6u the lid of rank and file
discontent. Mr. Qhill snd My Mo-
Malion put thelr posterioms to the
samie 98¢, and at the membership
mectitiy employed their combined
eloquenss to divert the workers
from sitiking, Anvther one eof
those yodolutions salllmg fow arbi-
tention was passed.

Me, Quill is an expert ab squivming
sut of heles. He sgitlvmed oub of his
strike threat of a fortnight befora by
implying that to strike would be to
adopt an “anfl-wa¥ posdtion® and
would be Playing into the hunds of

Mesgrs. LaGuardia and Delaney,.

whom he chastised by calling them
“pro - Hitlet” roastlonaries.  Thia
weak-knedd backing and filling, this
ugprincipled playing scound with
tha rank ahd file, Philip Murray des
igniated as “responsibility, statesman-
-ship and pairietism.”

Ranks Boiling Mad

The leadérship’s sitting on the lid
has not, howéVer, stopped the boiling
undernesth. Baginning January 6 &
serles of epontanéous strikes broks
o6ut on. the subways. On the BMT,
800 repair shop men quit atid de-
manded that Delaney come down

fmen §ot one cént an hour, some two
tents, soine ten cents, and some got
nothing, with no apparent réasen for
the disparities, for the men are doing
the same kind of work.

On the IRT 2506 men fn sight
shope wat doww, Incensed by the ine
siulli handed them In thely pay en<
valopes. At one of the IRT power
plavits 320 men struede. Out Ja-
maics 121 workers at the in-
spection barn protested st the em-
ployment of a Board of Transportss
tion stooge. At the 207th Street re«
pair shop of the IND 600 men laid
off for four hours

Quill, MacMalion &nd available
undon officials hiot-fosted trom one
strdck shop to another, persuading
the angry men to go back to work.
Quill gwans ss hard sgainst the
stream of rank and file sirike sen-
timent that his appendix gave out.
However, the workers are set for
action. For instancs, the power
house men who were induced to
return to work are reported to
have suid that unless there is o st~
flament in & week, they wil walk
out and stiy ol‘lt

The mock increase, noW in effect, .
with which the Mayor hoped to pla-,.

and expldin the so-called pay, ins, oate the fransit workers—who ave

- creases imey had recewed Somie .

mugg’lmg agamst the mlezwhelmmg

odds of high prices, high taxes and
high everything else — leaves 20 000
of these workers out in the ¢6ld Wif;h
nd inbreases at all. Of the workers
Wwho freteived raises, many “Bepe=
fitted” 1o the extent of -on¢ 6r two
et &% hour. Only a handful of
mechenies were glven anything ke
a substential jneresse. Even at thst,
the garage wiechanies on. the ity
lines get only 85 cents an hiour while
garage Mechanies on the Fitth Ave-
nue Coach Co. lines make $110 for
the sem# work., Among the workers
whose wages were not increased at
g)) there sre thousands of married
men earning less than $25 a week,
and @&fiong those Who did get a dry
bone thers are thougands who still
make only a httle more than $25 a
week,

In Septémber, 1941, the New York
City transit workers were big-
heartedly allowed an eight per cent
Increase I wages by their bounti-
ful masters, whereas the Little
Steel formula permitted 15 per ¢ent

- increases on the basls of Junuary 1,

1841, cost of lving levels. Actdals
1y, therefore, ffom Januvary to Sep-
tember, 1941, the transit .workers

had taken u 15 per cent Wage cut.

with the 8 per cent wage inerenss.

in September that eut was rermeed :

to 7 per dent. But the cut has been
feepening a8 the eost of ving has
continued upward, until today the
Wwage cuf amounts to sround 17 per
cent in terms of the pureBasing
power of the dollar: But their lead-
ers tell thése oufrageously ex-
ploited . workers that if they strike
they will be aiding the “pro.Hit-
ler? veactionaries.

The fransit workérs of Néw York
have not enly been the mat for the
miuddy feét of the oity fathers; they
have been stepped 6n by Washings«
ton as well. The WLB, whoga fun«
tions a1e Bupposed t6 cover “sll im-
dusiries #tid all employees,” refused
16 take the cdse bf the transit work-
ers unhder ity jurisdietion. This re-
fusal, be it remembered, came as a
fesult of the desire of the White
House to &ppéase the Southern dem-
ocrats and other beiurbesns in Cone
gress whose ambition it ig to allow
each buréh &f reactionaries f6 re-
main supréme in it owa balliwick,

The casé of the New York City
transit workers ha¢ reached s climax.
The vacillations of the leadership not
only endahigér the immediste de»

" mands of the workers, buf the unicn
itself, 'The rally at Madison Sguare.
. Garden st mark the heginn!ng of

mﬂitam astion.

-~ clave with vepresefifatives of busi-

nesy; adjusting “mitaal” problems.
The probleins % be “muiual,”
bt the approfich his to be differs
ént on both sides, The interesis
6t Workers and eapitalists do net
epinvide. They a¥e opposifes.

The only kind of confercrée at
whielh lsbor can Properly sit With
fianagefent 18 ih a collédtive bar-
gaihing conferénée where the twe
sides sit, €aeh fepreseniing his 6w
gide—afid labor’s strength uliimately
decides. Collectiveé bargaining has
beens killed by no-strike pledges and
by sk instruments a8 the WLB, the
enid Fesiilt of which has béen t9 fat-
ten the profiteers ahd swindle 1abor.

At the laét CIO convention, déle-
gates ited evidenice to prove that

the ne-siFike pledges, mads for
thié ranks by the leaderskip, had

- killed oolléétive bargaining-=vight

down ts simple grisvances. Mane
agenient indredsitigly retréats w6
its comfortable formula: “Fake it
to the WLBS And; assuming that
mahy thousands of grievanees ean
be taken to the WLB, 13bey there
tékes a beating, The WLE has de-
fiied iner6ases, Has threatbned wn-
iefis with penalties where werlkers
sttike and In general it Has acied
the teei of business that i is

We have veperted the meovement in
thée iinioRs, partictlasly in the UAW,
t6 ¥eseind the ne-strike pledge. The
leadérship. of the union Ras slde:=
traeiced the mistiohs made by seVerﬂ
1seals. Neo mention i§ made of them
A barbed-wire entanglenient 6f s

ey

lende surpeunds ihem. But et i
where the séntiment of the ranks lies.

Lubor i¥ fed up: It wants a de-
cent price-fixing mpchinery. It
wants velief freme Hnwarranied
ta%es, fv wanls higher wages 16
want6 the RIGHT to stithe o got
these incresses. And, througieat
it hag its eyes on the profie figares
of the eoFporatics;

A Program ter Asiien

Murvay, Lewis Dubingky, Themas
anfd the other unieh lesders are aow
out 1o gét higher wages for their
memberships. That is the duly and
responsibility 6f unien leaders, and
we aspplatid the faet dhat (ot lamg
last) they are acting like unisn Tead-
ers. But we repeat: Something weee
thah Vigee demonsivations shd par-
1655 with Roosevelt is réqiiired ia
the sttiation. What is required & an
all-embrasing profvarm, backed with
preparation for ACTION, And &
part of this pregiam, we Propose:

J.Anenaiomemasmkom
A réhitn to edliective b )

2, Wagé inoreases to meéi the ik
ifig cast of iiving, hased 6h & DE-

CENT sganderd of living for aff
weilters,

3 Withdraw 3l Isber merbere
from the WLB!

% Pride éonirel and rm«nms dots
trol by cominittées of diien Fépwee.
sentatives, workiifig &8s Beuisewives
and farmers delegates;

5. Nb taxes én wages! S tawes
:in :aécumulaiéi! wesith! Seak the
i

Wshinglon Lot

By PETER DANIELS .

Mest Fidniors eiréulating in Washs
ingtori ate #6t Worth mentigning,
exeept that some of them afe illus
fihatifg beesuss they express cer-
tatir trelds i intePhational policies;
soifiétiivies they réveal 'the secrét
thoughts of leading army men and
Bevernment ofMeials more  elearly
than_ g6 oMéial deelarations; This is
tue of Fiiors coficétning the ciash
betwesn American afid British pelis
6168 in North Afries

This clash dees siot stem fremt a
differante in personalities, We casis
fist expect the British government o

" Fesist Awneriean pelisies only in it§

intention of fulfilling promises tv Q¢
Gatille. There afe other and more

-prefsling reassns. Fundamental ig-

Sues of We¥ steatBgy and Way 4ims
aré ifivolved, Principslly, whe is to
control pesbwar Burspe?

British wai' Jeaders suspeet that
the oseiipation of Northerii Afiiea
by an Aierieai Army was fet &
niere offensive cadipaign in Prépa<
ratieii of an Invasion of Kurope
this year. It ig their opinioh that
the Ameéfiedh govefnment Ha§ for
the first {inie given open expres-
siohi t6 its pelicy that the sirategio
pesitieins in the werld aré te Be
conitfolled by thé United Stites:

H s alse said that Ameriean mili
tatists prefér the war in Ewrope net
to have an early end, hoping that a
sompletely eshausted Europe could
More easily be Géhtrolled By ote
fish-Butopean world center than a
Eurspe which still eonsists of powet.
ful indusiial ceuntries

Great Britain, on the other hand,
is seeking the formation of a Brit
ish-controlled European bloc. Such
& bloc wetld stréngihen Britain's
émpite position and perhaps be the
only way for British impérialism to
defend its awh interests agamst Fis
vals and competitors.

Role 6f Colonial Armiss

But thére ay be a sudden cole
1apse of the taseist administrations
in Europe and theé. beginning of a
new world revelutionary struggle.
Thevefore, attempts are belng made
to build up colonial armies ifi Affi-
ca. Their primaty role will net be
to fight the Nazi armies but to form
a safeguard agaifst Europeﬁn proles
tarian revelutions-—some kind of jn«
surance against anti-fascist, anti-ims
périalist and afitistapitalist soves
ments.

This pelley i¥ not incompatible
with large-seals air raids against

‘War Leaders Plan Post-War
Administration of Europe

Germian industries ofi the one hang
and attempls 16 éome 16 &n agres
ment with eomrservative pelitieians
ifi Bufope ofi the other, They expeéet
to ‘police the warstricken ecountrisg
largely with the ierror machine o
ganizéd under the Nagzisi

Thus; tWwo-foll préparibions e
Being niade ih expeotaiion .of - w-
vietery over German milisrism:
Inairest conirol of Ewvepe is vis-

among these whe hive

desisive inflience upon Amerlesh
pelley, it “eonservaiive” politieisns
6F leadeis are able o aveld #n’
abrupt collapse of ¢he fotalitseisn
ofdet. Thése “Sonservative” poll
ticians afe then te besame diots.
trs of the type Wwhich exists
Latin  Americipt ecowidries « fhe
kind that have to rely for sappsrs
oh & strong fovelgn Bewer. Bush
4 new ordeF in Euveps way de-
comtie inpossible during the imme-
diste post-war perlod when dhe
werkers and the roined wmiddle
classes vebel against thelr old snd
new mastérs, Therefore, in o0t
pation of parls of Etrope of, at
least; of ey positionis by American
troops is also vistalised,

This political baekgréund #§ the
écncern 6f the military leaders who
feel that they have io play & hew
role abfoad and at heMe: A SGAVer-
sation with a well informed former
New Dealer is very illminating. He
expressed disappeintment with the
aslay of an offepsive in Europe and
was dll-out for an éasly eeccipation
of Germany in particular. He som-
plained that the Amevicsn Army

- staff hopes to ledve past-war control

6f Eiirope in the handy of “consspvas
tive” leaders of the Darlan type.
Thé qiiestion aress 5§ to why thé
American Ariny hag organized a spes
cial camp for the training of Amiegs
icafl administratéry in pest=Wwar Eue
rope. This formner New Dealér told
dbout Ameriesn generals who want
to utilize the “School for Adminiss
trators” for internal purposes as welk
That is, some genérals weant to bé
prépared for the postewar crisis in
Amerléa; they belleve that in a sits
uation of eivil war thé Army might
be asked to restore order. Military
administrators then miust be sups
blicd—triehi whe have expert knowle
edge of administrative tasks® and
tunctions. Therefore, theze Armvy
leaders consider the traimhg camp
ag &1 asget eveén it the future ade
ministrators d6 net get & chance t¢
apply their training in Burepe itself
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Can the Truth
Be Published?

Postmaster General Walker has not yet
rendered a decision on the action to re-
scind the sceond-class mailing privileges of
The Militant. It is possible that a decision
will be handed down this week. And we
mean just that: under the exceptionally
burecucratic powers of the Post Office the
Postmaster General can HAND DOWN a
decision denying freedom of the press to
any publication on his own say-so. The
publication then heas recourse only to the
courts—and a difficult and uncertain re-
course that is!

In last week’s issue of LABOR ACTION
we reported the hearing in Washington on
January 21 before a board of three repre-
sentatives of the Postmaster General. At-
torney for the Post Office, William C.
O’Brien, informed the hearing board that
action had been taken against The Militant
at the request of Attorney General Francis
Biddle. (This would indicate that the de-
cision to hold up the mailing of LABOR
ACTION each week, pending a review of
the issue in Washington, was similarly
taken at the initiative of Biddle or a mem-
ber of his office.)

We wish in this editorial to discuss
O'Brien’s arguments at the hearing, and
demonstrate that these constitute a sweep-
ing .violation of democratic rights from
-which no periodical or paper, especially no
labor paper, can feel secure. Arguing on
the untenable basis that articles in The
Militant MIGHT have the "EFFECT"” of
discouraging enlistment in the armed
forces, O’'Brien introduced a - series of
excerpts culled from The Militant which m
his (and Biddle’s) opinion constitute ’ "sg-
dition”’ in some vague and undefined way.
The excerpts, which included quotations
from papers as conservative as the New
York Times, cover The Militant’s position
on thée war, on Jim Crow, on labor S. ngh’rs
end similar issues,

Now, the point must be raised as .to
what O'Brien (or Biddle—he with the
reputation of being a great “liberal”)
intends to do about other papers which
print similar INFORMATION—not nec-
essarily views! For example: O’Brien
(and Biddle) seems particularly con-
cerned with articles lambasting Jim
Crow in the armed forces. Most of that
information is taken .from Negro news-
papers. ‘Is it to be assumed that O’Brien
will proceed against the 200 Negro pa-
pers which properly expose the damning
facts on Jim Crow in industry, the Army,
Navy, dnd Marines? And is it to be as-
sumed that papers like PM or the New
York Post, whlch print many stories on
Jim Crow, will be told to hush up or takc
the consequénces?

The big papers are reasonubly sofer
though even they are being warned.
However, the warning is meant particu-
“larly for the Negro, liberal and labor
press, which command no millions of
dollars and have no Washington- lobbies
at their disposal. Thus it is plain that
whatever action is taken against The

Militant will (or, at least, CAN) be fol-
lowed with similar action against other
papers. Right now, the rights of The
Militant and LABOR ACTION are being
violated. If Walker, acting on Biddle's
and O’Brien’s advice, now lifts the sec-
ond-class mailing privileges of The Mili-
tant, other papers will most certainly
feel the blow soon after — the more
plain-spoken the paper, the more ar-
dently it chamipons the cause of Negro
and white labor, the sooner will it feel
that blow. !

Of particular interest, too, is O’Brien’s
assertion that he was not interested in the
“truth or falsity” of any.article, or in the
actual text of any statement he held ”
ditious.”” (O'Brien, referring to a state-
ment by James P. Cannon on the war which
appeared in The Militant, said that he was
not going to be fooled by "wishy washy’’
statements by Cannon.)

O'Brien, with the confidence of grow-
ing reaction, was unusually crass. Biddle
himself might POSSIBLY have been
more astute. But there is no doubt that
whet he scid is exactly the attitude of
Biddle and the Department of Justice.

Morris Milgram, national secretary of
the Workers Defense League, put the issue
squarely in a letter to Biddle published in
last week’s LABOR ACTION: Why, in-
stead of harassing labor papers that tell
the FACTS about Jim Crow (and facts are
evidently ‘‘seditious’’), doesn’t Bidd!e’s of-
fice do something about prosecuting those
who are responsible for perpetuating the
infamy of Jim Crow?—Why doesn’t Bid-
die’s office do something to prosecute ‘em-
ployers who rig their costs in war contracts
with the government’’>—Why doesn’t Bid-:
dle’s office “prosecute people like our Am-
bassador to Bolivia, Pierre Boal, who used
his office . .. to keep wages low and con-
ditions bad’’?

The answer is simple: Biddle has no
intention of prosecuting the Jim Crow-
ers, the profiteers, the anti-labor manu-

' facturers. The government has no se-

rious intention of wiping out Jim Crow,
or squeezing the profiteers any harder
than is necessary as a gesturé to the peo-
plé, or shiftirig the burden of the war
From wheére it naw rests; on the shoulders
of the workers, onto the shoulders of the
bloated rich. Above all, the government

(that's all the Biddles and O’Briens)
has no intention of letting. the truth be
known about the war,

That is why they have acted to lift the
mailing privileges of The Militant. That
is why they delay each issue of LABOR
ACTION for ‘inspection.”’

And that is equally why every person
ind. periodical who believes in democratic
ights—or, more specifiaclly, who believes
‘n letting the truth be known about the
crimes daily committed against thirteen
million Negroes in fhis country; about the
purposes and aims “of the unperlalist war,
about war profiteering, about the fraud of
""equality of acrifice,” about the anti-labor
viciousness of congressmen and their men-
tors—that is why every such person must

protest -the action of the Post Office De- -

partment, must rally to defend a cardinal
democratic principle: a free press!

LABOR MUST REFEND ITSELF!

1. Hands off the right to sirike! For the
defense of civil rights and all workers’
rights! Against ary wartime dictator-
ship measures!

. $1.80-an-hour minimum pay! Time
and a, half for overtime; double time
for Sunday and holiday work.

',.Waga increases {0 meel rising costs.
No swage or job jfreexing! Equal pay
Jor eaual work!

i. For a greatler shkave of the imcraasing
ngtionat income. For a higher stand-
ard of livirg! \ ’

3. No sales tax on consuwer goods! Ne
tes: on wages! Against jorced savings!

6. For coutrol of price fixing and vation.
ing by committees of working class or-
ganizelions, housewives and farmers’
organizations. Freese remts and com-
sumer goods prices at the 1940 level to
stop the rise in the cost of living.

7. No government contract without a un-
ion contract! The closed shop in ail
wer industries!

8. Maintain and increase all government

social services!

SOAK THE RICH—LET THEM
PAY FOR THEIR WAR!

9. A governmient levy on_ceplial to cover

cate all war profits!
10, Conscript all war industries under work-
ets’ conirol!
11. Expropriate the “Su:ly Famlllec"—-ﬂm
three percent cf the people who own
96 per_¢ent of the mational we-lth' ‘

WORKERS PARTY PLATFORM

Against Both Imperialist War Camps! For the Victory of World
Labor and the Colonial Peoples!
of the Third Camp of Socialism!

p . the cast of the fmwuz W. Confie.

7
A

For the Victory

DEMOCRATIC RIGHTS
TO THE DRAFTEES!

12. The right of free speech, free press and
Jree assembly for the men in the armed
forees.

13. The right of soldiers io wote im ali
elections.

14. The right of ail youth, male or female,
io vote at the age of eighteen. Old
enough tc fight; old enough to work:
‘old emoughk 1o vete!

15. For adequate depcndency allowances
paid by the government with NO de
ductions frem the soldier’s pay.

SMASH JIM CROW!

16. Down with Jim Crow ond anti-Semi.
tism! Al discrimination against Ne
groes in the Army and Navy or by em- -

! ployers in industry must be made «

eriminal offense!

For full political, social and ecomomic

equality for Negroes!

BE PREPARED!

18. For Workers’ Defense Guords; otrained v
and controlled by the unions, against
vigilante and jfascist attacks!

For an Independent Labor Party and
~a-Workers' Government! No political’
support to the R elt govern ¢!

For Peace Through Socialism! For the
-.independence of aJl colonies! ., J

For a World Socuzl;sl Federatwn! Onlv

17.

t

19.

Giraud Upholds Anh—Semmc
Practises in North Africa - -

(Continued from page-1)
be seen when one considers that the
State Department did not hesitate to
accept the appointment of Peyrouton
as civil administrator despife the fact
that he is bitterly hated by the Arabs
who remember his repressive regime
as governor of Tunisia in 1936.

Be it remembered that-this Pey-
routon is also an old hand at ¢on-
centration camps, "having intre-
duced them fo quell those Arabs
desiring national . independence for
their countries ruled by France. It
is not for nothing that he found it
so easy to fit into Hitler's Vichy
nest. What should, however, cause
reflection is that this foul bird
finds a welocome in the nest of the

‘side of the Four Freedois.

Giraud, for his part, continues to
justify his association with the Vi-
chyite colonial generals like Bbisson,
Nogues, etc. He accepts those, he
says, who had good intentions, mnot
those who really succumbed to Hit-
ler. This criterion is &dlso dpparently
accepted by the State Departmeut, as

can be seen by Secretary Hull's bit-
ter defense, last week, of the North
African policy.

“Say It Isn't So”

We now have a new criterion for
judging the fascists. When one of
them is brought to bay, he is to be
asked: “Did you really mean it, old
boy? Or was your heart always in
the right place? Say, it wasn%t so,
please!” And the fascist—Darlan, or
Peyrouton, or tomorrow Franco or
Mussolini or Goering — will merely
have to say that his heart was always
in the right place while he was mur-
dering workers and suppressing lib-
erty.

What is rea.lly going on in North
Africa can be gleaned from some re-
vealing dispatches sent by Drew
Middleton to the New York Times
in which he reveals the fact that
democrats, de Gaullists. and anti-fas-
cist forces—not to mention socialists
and trade unionists—are still being
persecuted and jailed. The thass of
people, he reveals, have adopiled an
attitude of apathy and indifference
since they are in a position to see

S Y

first hand how the American liber-
ators have allowed the Vichy scoun-
drels and fascists to continue their
rule,

It is against this background
thai the recent Casablanca confer-
ence assumes additional impor-
tance. No newspaper has bothered
to point to the fact that Roosevelt
and Churchill met in a.town where
Jews are not assured of equal dem-
ocratic|rights; it is too embarrassing
and tends to create some more
‘doubt about the already shabby At-.
lantic Charfer.

Yet these facts must be faced. Anti-
Semitism still continues to be the
policy of the Giraud-Peyrouton gov-
ernment, a government which exists

solely by the sufferanceof the United’

States. The anti-fascist. political
prisoners still rot in jails. The Vi-

chyites and fascists still retain their

power,

These.are the facts. Let those who
would “proclaim this a war of free-
dom and liberation and. not a war
of imperialist rivalry, explain these
facts,

With that indulgent paternalism
common to all big ctompanies, the
Metropohtan Life Insurance Co. re-
cently increased the lunch period of
its workers from 35 minutes to...36

-—LA-—__

Schulte Ine., proﬂts a,mounted te

354 a share, compared with 4

ents for the prevlous year. Yes.

nd affer all taxes.
—LA—

“Joseph C. Kissner, .48, collapse.
last night in”}is home while study-
ing his federal income  tax report
He was revived by firemen.’—Al
dispatch from Buffalo.

—LA— i

“The (New York) State War Coun-
¢il has ‘formally . prof;ested to the
Navy Department agaiist the bar-
»ing of Negroes from- ‘Eékihg spébial
training courses at cOll€pes and uni-
versities in this sfate.”—hNew York
Times:

Charles M. Eikington;’ cm of
the meats divisioniof thé bPA, an-
nounced a new sausage :férrh‘u.la _pro-
viding for the inclusion:of &by bean
meal or other substitute; ;0 be called
the- “Victory Sausage.” - ¢

No matter how you s}ice it, its
s\till ersatz.

—LA— S

“Ging\,er Rogers is takifig time out
to_send out letters to all -her friends,
asking them to write their congress-
men regarding the. $25,000  salary
ceiling. She encloses"a copy of let-
ter she sent—asks you to. send them
to all your friends, sort‘of.a chain
letter idea. That's what I call being
interested in what happens to your
country.”—Hedda Hopper’s column.

And . that's not all. Ginger has
also been busy all over “the country
selling bonds. ‘

—LA—

.Harding, campaigning for the pres-
idency in 1920, said that..if-elected
he would not “empower’ ;he Assist-

ant Secretary of the Navy to draft.

a constitution for- helpléss- neighbors
in the West Indies and:jam it down
their throats at the point of a bayo-
net by U.S. Marines.”” Remember
who the Assistant Secretary of the
Navy was in 1820? A hmt hls inj-
tials were FDR. . . .

-—LA-

First Lesson in Semanties: © .

Howard Taft: “In’cerriational' phi-
lanthropy.”

Hen"y 1. Stimson: “Unselﬁsh serv-
ice.”

Calvin Coo‘uige
designs.”

Charles Evans Hughen'
perlahst policy.”

Franklin Roosevelt: -
bors.”

‘_‘_Nfo 1mpgr1a1_1suc

“Anti-im-
“Gt_md neigh-
EN

—LA— h

Song of the Sixty Families
FDR
Ain't no mxsex
He can be .
Qur subsidizer.
—LA— |

“Congressional experts- now agree
that $300,000,000,000.is the top debt
the nation should carry. Af an aver-
age of 2 per cent interest, -it would
cost six billion dollars a year to car-
ry a debt that size—a heavy burden
in peacetime.”—Newsweek. .

I

in the Newd

By Evenell Wedlon

At the end of the first week in
January the national debt was 112
billion dollars. It has been rising
at the rate of two and a half billion
dollars a week.

. LA—.

According to the recently pub-

‘shed book, “The Red Army,”. each

year during the ’30’s some 100 Red

Army commanders were sent to the

Berlin Military Academy for special

iraining. Among them were Mar-

shals Budenny and Shaposhnikov.
~LA—

“Meadville’s District No. 2 Draft
3oard has been ordered teo send
ninety-eight men and five Ne-
groes.”—Pittsburgh Posi-Gazette.

—LA—

The term “Aryan” was coined by
thé famous Germau philologlst,
Freidrich Mak Mueller. He wrote:

“] have declared again and again
1flsay¢ry3ﬂ,1meaﬁz;"tﬁ (b od
ror bdnés,,nor ‘hait nor skull; T iy an

simply * those~who "speak “an Aryan -

languagé.... To me an ethnologist
who speaks of Aryan race, Anran
blood, Arya.n eyes and hair, is" as
great a sinner a linguist who ‘speaks
of a dolicocephalic (long - héaded)
dictiomary ‘or a brachycephalic
(round-headed) grammar.”

At one time it was the style to ape
the Brjtish. Cigarets, for instance,
sold better if they were called “Pall
Mall.” But now, following the politi-
cal trend; the situation has been re-
versed, and the British are -offering a
new brand to their snob trade called
“Fifth Avenue.”

Meanwhile a new .German brand,
called “Port Said,” .and designed-to
be- sold in North Africa, is being ex-
ported to Sweden. . “Apparently: the

.Germans thought it would be tact-

less,” says a Stockholm dispatch, “to
offer them on the home market.”

~LA— "~ l
The Public Debt; . :

. 1865 oo ~ $ 2,846,000,000
1919 . —  26,596,701,000
1942 . 72,422,000;000
1943 (est.) .. 135, 000000000
1944 (est.) .._.. 210,549,150,000 -

, LA

‘Larchmont, N. Y., needed. some

copper wire to install air raid sirens’
aud applied to the WPB for the nec-
cgsary  priority rating. “The con-
structien described in your applica-
tion,” WPB answered, “should-be de-
ferred for the duration of the war.”

The OPA i$ also maintaining. its
réputation-for bureaucratic stupidity..
The New York regional office sent
out questionnaires ‘to Chinese laun-
dries, with the questions in both
English and Chinese. But they did
not think to specify that the answers
must' be in English, as nobody ~at
the- OPA reads Chinese.

. ._L A— N . o ot

“Bight workers accused by 'the
Army of respensibility for a se-
ries of unamthorized strikes last
monthk at the Bohn Aluminum &
Brass Corp. plant (in Detroit)
were discharged from their jobs
Seven were dropped by the Bohn
corporation at the request of the
Army, while the other, who since
the strikes had taken a job at the\
Packard Motor Car Co., was c‘hs-__

-

charged there, also at the Army’s
request.”—AP dispatch. .

—LA—
OPA has lifted the ban on the

manufacture of new automobiles—
tor those costing $2,500 or more.
. —LA—

“Amencan enlisted men 'in India
lravel second-class. The first-class
compartments, which seat six and
sleep four, are reserved for officers
and white civilians, Second-class
compartments seat nine and sleep
six, the occupants usually being U.S.
or British enlist¢d men and Indians.
Third-class coaches, used only by na-
tives, seat from thirty to fifty on
hard wooden benches.”—Yank.

—LA—"

“Beligan sources reported today
that 500 drydock workers had struck
at Antwerp and that a power plant
near tHe city was closéd B¥-a walk-
out.”—UP dispatch from Liufidon,

i

/
Standard Oil’s New

‘Policy—and Patents!

A public declaration by James W.
Gerard, in the New York Times, is
of special interest. Mr. Gerard warns
us that the Nazi armies will use poi-
son gas, and he gives us the assur-
ance that America is prepared to re-
taliate. Then Mr. Gerard. -declards
with apparent indignation:

“International bankérs make me
sick. I heard one say that we need
after thé war, a happy and prosper-
ous Germany. After the last war we
kissed the godd, kind Germans, gave
them food and good American mon-
ey, and they repaid by a ‘gangster
war to, control the world.... We and
the United ‘Nations (after this war)
will police Germany....”

Who is this “we” who ‘“kissed”
‘the Germans after the First World
War and gave them “good Ameri-
can money”? Mr. Gerard used to
_be, and still is, closely related to
Standard Oil of New Jersey. For
many years' he has been: oy the
_ board of directors iof this interna-

© tional il econcern which helped
finance the German chemical trust, .
I. G, Farben, and which sought to
monopolize world markets. in alli-
ance with IGF. At the beginning
of this war, Standard Oil wag, siill

a pariner to secret agreements.

“ Standard Oil was then for appease-

ment of the Third Reich and for
sharing world control with the
German chemical trust. Whén Mr.
Gerard says “we will police Ger-
inany,” he is expressing the desire
of Standard Oil to destroy its for-
mer partner affer having taken
over its world patents in secret
wartime deals.

In the light of this new Standard
Qil policy the fact that Standard Oil
was able to take over the German
IGF patents at the beginning of this
war appears as an ingenious move.
For it enables Standard Oil to be-
come the sole heir to German chem-
ical world monopolies.—P.D,
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Leave the Date Open -
REVA“'.-'CRAINE

lnbor Actlon Writer
WILL SPEAK AT A MEETING ON

- February 7. 8 P. M.
EMANUEL GARRETT

bcbor Action Editor

o
a—

Taxes; Puces, Ratiomng
IRVING PLAZA o

\

15th Street and lrving Phce
n New York City

MINERS:
" Facts and Figures

On Mining Hazards '

By V. Segundo-

The recent strike In the anthracite coal mines
focused national attention on the wage demands
of the miners. Much more will be heard about
this bécause it is certain that when' the union
contracts expire, the miners will demand a one
or two dollar increase in the daily wage raté. The
mineér's wage today is appalingly low. Thirty dol-
lars & week is siill a good wage in the mines. Dur-
ing the anthracite strike many of the boss papers
were compelled to admif that the mine wage was
too' low for anything approaching a tolerable
standard of llving, especially in the fave ‘of riting
prices.’

An issue in the dispute between the mine own-
ers and the union is the matter of the six-day
week. The miners now have a five-day week; ao-
cording to their contracts, They object to a.sixth
day or, if they weork this sixth day, want an ade-
quate wage to compensate them for. their risk, °

And their risks are grea! In future issues we
shall discuss, as 'we already have on several occa-
sions, the legitimacy of the miners’ demands for
a higher wage, and their stand on a six-day week.
Below, however; we present a few facts on the
nature of work ini the mines—what the miner faces
when he goes underground to dig coal...for s
measly twenty-five, thirty or thirty-five dollars s
week.—Editor.

" -

This is a day for miners. Not only are miners
now deférred from service in the Army, but sol.
diers who had been miners are being returned ¥o
the mines.

Mining is the most dangerous job in which
any considerable number of men is employed.
The standard life insurance -company ratings;
for example, add $10 to the premium for each
$1,000 of insuta,nce, and double indemnity for
accidental death is not given. This figure
based on cold statistics, without favor or senw
timent. Even miine company:' clerks, electri
cians, efe., have to pay an added premium of
$5.00 a $1,000; the government inspectors them-
selves have to pay $2.50. Hot metal workers in
a rolling mill, which may seem like a more
dangerous job, pay a premium of only $6.00.
The only group of workers that pays more .
than $10 is explosive workers, who pay $15. i
In spite of certain improvement, mining is bé-

coming more, not less, dangerous. According to
“Employment and Accidents in the Mineral Induse
tries” (U.S. Bureau of Mines, 1940, latest" avall-
able), the current fatality rate of 1.30 per mllhon
man hours is the highest in five years. The m;ury
RATE shows a slow downward tendency over the
last ten years, even though the NUMBER of meu
injured has increased. But both the fatality RATE
and the NUMBER of men Killed have mcreased i
recent years, the latter markedly. For example, i
thé bituminous coal industry, there were six mas
jor disasters in the year, in which a total of 278
men weré killéd. “Even the six disasters and ‘theit
ngavy death tbll in 1940, reads the Bureau of
ﬁin pamphm; “should not obscure the. creaw- :

- able progress ‘that the b1tummous .coal mdustry

has madé during the past generatlon." “Heré, ‘as

- throughout their publications (which are v1r1ually

the only statistics on mine accidents available),
they show a touching interest in the.feelings -of
the  bossés.

o
MOST ACC!DENTS DUE 70 EXPLOIIONS

What causes these acc1dents ‘these deaths? Thd
Bureau of Mines has published several pamphlets
on various aspects of this question, based on sams -
ples in one state rather than national surveys.
They are probably typical in most cases, and. anv«b
way there is nothing else to go on. o

Explosmns cause the worst accidents. One
pamphlet is about.imetal mines in Arizona,
which during the year considered employed a
total of 13,000 men. Of these there were thirty .
who were killed and seventy who were ins |
jured seriously enough to be away from work -
fourteen days or more. There was an attempt
to divide the blame between the injured or
killed man, his fellow workers, and other:
causes. The boss is not mentioned in this list,
it is “mine system at faul > ,

The number of explosmns in coal mines m
much higher, because the danger is not only frorm
the dynamite used but from coal dust. About 12 .
per cent of the fatalities in ceal mines have been
caused by explosions. Most of these are'complete-
ly preventable. Half, for example, are caused by
open-lights; some by short ciréuits; some' by fine
coal dust blown into the mine by the ventilation.
fans; only one by smoking. It is technically poss.
sible to reduce loss of life from explosions fo al- .-
most zero by touching off fuses from the surface.
But this involves loss of time; all the workers have
to leave the mine before the charge is set off, X -
involves the extra expense of wiring to the sur-
face. These are considerations more unportant to
the companies than mmers’ lives: it is cheaper’ 15!1 ’
pay compensatlon ‘insurance.’ v “

SILICOSIS—THE MINERS’ DISEASE

Besides accidents, there is the risk of geﬁmg
the miners’ disease—silicosis. The average death
rate for a sample of Colorado coal miners was .
66.17 per 100,000, for Colorado metal miners 60.22
per $00,000. In various localities tested, as Tnany
as one-third up -to nearly one-half of the miners
had the disease in one stage or another. Ewan if
it is not fatal in itself, people with it are much
more susceptible to all lung diseases—tubercu-
losis, pneumonia, influenza. In mining districts
deaths from these diseases are directly attributa-
ble to their jobs. Apparenﬂy no adequate tests
have been made as to how many of these cases
can be prevented—which is in itself a thing to
be fought. But even such precautions as have
been-worked out are far from universally used.

LABOR ACTION
_ A Paper in the Interests of Labor -
Published Weekly by the
Labor Action Publishmg Company
| 114 WEST 14th STREET, NEW YORK, N. Y.
(3rd.Floor)

Vol.7, No. 6 i February 8, 1942

Rditor: Emanuel Garrett o
' Subscription Rate: 60 Cents a Year,
75 Cents for Canada, New York md Yoreign

nummdnmmd-@mmwermu,:m




	v07n06-p1-feb-08-1943-LA
	v07n06-p2-feb-08-1943-LA
	v07n06-p3-feb-08-1943-LA
	v07n06-p4-feb-08-1943-LA

