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They Are Fighting for Every Worker-- B

HE COAL MIN

AKRON, May 30—More than 50,000
Akron rubber workers returned to
work on May 27 after having shut
down for five days the huge plants
of Goodrich, Firestone and Good-
year. This greatest of ‘all strike
movements in the history of Akron
came to an abrupt halt when a pis-
tol was pointed at its heart by that
“friend of labor,” President Roose-
. velt, acting in his capacity of com-
mander - in - chief of the Army and
Navy! ; »
No other agency of the rubber
barons had had the slightest effect
in retarding the growing strike
movement. The strikers recognized
them all as “prejudiced,” just as the
War Labor Board was in granting a

'

Shachtman Will
Discuss Stalintern
Dissolution at
New York Forum -

The fourth lecture in the series on
the war by Max Shachtman will be
given on Friday evening, June 11, at
the Labor Temple, 14th Streel and
Second Avenue. The subject of this
lecture is “Russia in the War.” Com-
rade Shachtman will discuss the role
.of Russia in the war, the significance
of her alliance, first with Germany
and then with the Anglo-American

. bloc; Stalin’s ,war aims and post-war
plans. He will also discuss, in the
light of these factors, the meaning
of the formal liquidation of the Com-
intern, and what this means for the
world working class.

Labor Action Forum has rented
the large auditorium in the Labor
Temple for this lecture. Series tickets
will be- honored. Admission for the
single lecture is twenty-five cents. )

FDR, Stalinists and Bosses
Unite vs. Akron Workers

miserable three cents per hour wage
increase instead of the modest eight-
cent raise recommended by Ithe
board’s panel several weeks ago.
Naked force was the final “argu-
ment” left in the hands of the des-
perate and profit-mad employers,
as they surveyed the ineffective-
ness of the pleas and slanders lev-
elled at the' striking workers by
the Beacon Journal, the top leader-
ship of the URWA international
union and the hirelings of the
Commuhist Party. So it was that
Franklin D. Roosevelt was again

called on the aect as the nation’s No.
1 strike-breaker!

And break the strike he did with
his telegram ending with this ulti-
matum: “If this strike is not ended
by twelve o’clock n?on,' Thursday,
May 27, 1943, your government will
take the necessary steps to protect
the interests of the nation, the legal

rights and properties of the com-

panies involved and the rights of the
patriotic workers who desire to
work.” To this, every *boss and his
stooge said a profound “Amen.”

Goodyear Situation

Meanwhile, since the strike first
began early Saturday morning,
Goodrich plants were shut down
tight. All during the strike situation
the marvelous solidarity of the Good-
rich workers was demonstrated to
the wonderment of all by the over-
whelming fact that no pickets were
at hand around the gates of the
plants. There were none needed.
The handful of would-be scabs, in-
cluding Communist Party members,
who * slunk unobtrusively past the
gates could only turn around and
march back out of the vacant build-
ings. No more devastating reply to
their traducers can ever be made by
striking unionists -than the absolute
and voluntary tribute the 14,000

Goodrich workers paid to their union
by staying away from the plants.

At Firestone, pickets were needed,
mainly because of the fact that there
the union in the past has not organ-
ized sueccessfully the countless new
and raw workers employed in the
new plants and departments work-
ing solely on war goods. But,
brpadly speaking, the Firestone local
union stuck with the Goodrich union,
if somewhat behind it.

Finally, the Goodyear union situa-
tion is what occupied the attention
of militant unionists throughout the
five-day strike. Last fall in the lo-
cal’s elections, the slate of officers en-
dorsed by the so-called “Communist”
Party swept into office by a narrow
margin. During the strike a COM-
PLETE EXPOSURE of the rotten-
ness of the policies of this leadership
occurred, an exposure that can and
must lead to their thorough repudia-
tion. ¥

What happened is this: Goodyear
workers at their union meeting on
the second day of the strike turned
down all of their executive board's
proposals to return to work., Mili-
tant rank and file members began
to take matters into their own
hands and picket the .gates. In this
they were joined by some Good-
rich and Firestone strikers, anx-
ious to assist their fighting broth-
ers because they wunderstood that
the internal wumion situnation at
Goodyear was the Achilles’ heel of
the whole Akron labor movement.
The. Kremlin bureaucrats had con-

trol of the local union office. They
answered the thousands of phone
calls coming in from Goodyear work-
ers inquiring about developments by
TELLING THEM TO GO IN TO
WORK, to disregard the pickets. As
a consequence, confusion reigned in
the minds of those workers unac-
guainted “with the ‘true _picture,

(Continued on page 2)

As this is being written, a half million coal miners of the UMWA are holding THEIR line fl'{):fl'.lﬂ _.
gavstern Pennsylvania through West Virginia to Alabama and the bituminous regions of the Middle -
est. " s
Without i
ute to the U
the morning

ntending to do so, the very reactionary New York World-Telegram pays a high trib-
IWA. Says the World-Telegram: “The work stoppage became general today when
) shifts in the biggest coal producing centers ignored whistles at the shafts and re-
mained at hothe, apparently unimpressed by the fact that they now were striking against their goy-
ernment and face the possibility of military action to open the pits.” _ b L
The miner§ had nothing else to do; they had no other alternative. Every proposal they made i‘:\d '
the coal companies was rejected. Every compromise suggested by the UMWA was rejected by the
operators. . The miners have agreed to extensions and truces, but the operators have refused to give
an inch. The owners of the mines (the real owners) have violated every principle of collective bar-
gaining procedure. All of their scheming, all of their planning have been originated with one pur-
pose in mind and that is to replace collective bargaining with WLB “‘directives’” and presidential de-
L ' crees aimed solely at the mine workers. o

Lo o What the operators really have in mind is to
No Formulas to " ’

2k QIS TO | CiCinuiicoion or sonding roops v he mine
Freeze Salaries
Of Big Business

fields, or a situation where the Senate could claim

justification for the passage of the Connally-
Smith bills by Congress. The operators want the government to
break the strike even if it is necessary to resort to armed force.
They want the government to come to their aid and help them to

Last week we published a salary list of top officers of some of the

leading big business firms o show the contrast beiween their incomes

and the wages of the workers. This week we present another kind

of list, showing not 'only the salaries received by these gentlemen but

also ‘indicating how these salaries have increased since' 1940, The

break the miners’ union. | :
They know that if they can break the UMWA, other employ:
“wages” they received in 1940 could hardly be called starvation wages.
But it will"be easily noted that while the Little Steel formula adheres

ers will have an easier time in their anti-labor fight against other
unions. The coal operators and all other employers and their paid

to a rigid control of the workers’ wages, the salaries of the big busi-

ness boys have begy upped by many thousands of dollars! No conirols

press know that the miners are the fighting spearhead of the or-
ganized labor movement today. ;
. or formutas exist:for them: The figures supply all the ¢pmment néces-
sary!

~ The miners are not “apparently unimpressed”’ by any of thq
importdnt and serious matters they face today. That they take
“Mafy Thifigs into consideration is proved by the fact that i

UMWA has consented to the various extensions and truces, evef

_ 1940 1942 Amountof | i, the face of the bull-headed, uncompromising and reactionary
Compauy sod Oftciet - Balary Bélary: Inevesse deportment of the coal operators, and the run-around which they
American Locomotive, W. Dickerman ____ $75,954 $114,091  $38,137 have hod from lekes and “‘Ie WLB. :
Armour & Co., G. A. Eastwood ___.. .. 74,378 101,340 26,962 : . A
Aviation Corp., V. Emanuel 25,000 88,917 63,917 The latest compromise on the part of the miners is the pro- '
Budd Wheel Co., E. G. Budd _____________ 110428 140,318 29,890 posal that the portal-to-portal pay be $1.50 a day instead of $2.00. *‘j
" Burlington Millsj J: S Love . it 91,940 196,340 104,400 This was rejected by the operators. Not only did they reject this
Electric Storage Battery, R. C. Norberg._ . 42,882 69,740 26,858 proposal, but they spread the lie that the miners were holding to
Fairbanks-Morse Co., R. H. Morse_._.___ 120,700 162,170 40,470 their $2.00-a-day demand., N
Firestone Tire & Rubber, J. W. Thomas_.. 91,937 120,000 29,937 The miners also proposed that a coal commission be set up
Flintkote Co. L. J. Harvey .. e 53,370 90,050  36,680" with equal numbers from each side to study the portal-to-portal =
General Amer., Trans. Corp, L. N. Selig- 60,000 84,000 24,000 ~ question during a thirty-day period while the $1.50 portal-to-
_(‘];:ad}'ea;'l(‘;re & Rghbe;. ; .;t'l‘hnm;ls 1901:3:; :z:»‘:gg zi-::: portal arrangement was in effect; the arrangement not to be bind-
nneco opper 0., M. . annar et i 5 ¥ . . . . . - [ ]
J. R. Kinney, Inc,, G. L. Smith ____. 23,600 44,150 20,550 :::ii:i:;:f;bs‘:dt;:?:;f:::r;h'ﬂy'day pevied. This ?ropfm‘l bz
Lima Locomotive, J. E. Dixon . 31,680 63,150 31470 Th ' t h i i Mr. Ick h P b 4
Loews, Inc., L. B. Mayer _____________ GO,048 949766 252,718 e operators have written to Mr. ickes that “you may be sxib
Munsingwear, Inc., E. L. Olrich . 27.886 68787 40,901 that within the limits of the directive of the War Labor Board we,
J. C. Penney Co., A. W. Hughes __________ 47975 81,155 33,180 in our individual CGPGCifieS, will do e\'e"ythiﬂg necessary to G!S_I.Il'é
Phelps Dodge Corp., L. S. Cates ' 100,520 151,350 50,830 continuous production of coal on a normal basis.” When the whole
Savage Arms Co., F. F. Hickey 32,010 86400 54,390 course of the operators is considered, all that this can mean is that
Snider Packing Corp., S. E. Comstock ___ 22,000 85595 13,595 they will do everything possible to maintain coal production ex-
Union Bag & Paper, A, §. Calder_________ ‘86829 100,731 13,902 cept bargain collectively with the miners and pay the wages that
Vick Chemical Co., H. S. Richardson..__. 48360 95285 46,925 the miners are justly demanding. : i
Willys-Overland, J. W. Frazer ... . 60,000 63,184 The operators say, further, that the responsibility for the

123,184

(Continued on page 2)

25c¢ Prepaid Sub Cards Avadilable!

By HENRY COLEMAN, Campaign Director

LA leaflets they have been ordering, it looks .
as if they will make a fine showing during the . :

: Twelfth Week: Per Cent of last couple: of ks of the dri Ton® A v f .
® weeks o e drive. Los An- ‘ o
May 23-29 Total Quota . Fos
Hotivas .  Achieedl geles has ordered, to date, THIRTEEN THOU- LABOR ACTION
E i 10 SAND FIVE HUNDRED leaflets! We have the 114 West 14th sl_ N York Ci ;
Detroit o A good news from Philadelphia that our friends es «» INew Tor ty

Buffale .. — 18 ;2; there expect house-to-house canvassing to .
ORIAES s bring in subs that will put Philadelphia way . {
& CTETAML st ! up on the list. - LABOR ACTION, 6 mos., 25¢.; 1 yr., 50c.

os Angeles . . ; g 1
New York ... 30 88 And here’s 3 MOST IMPORTANT announce- New International, 6 mos., $1.00; 1 yr.,.
Streator ... . 80 ment for all our ‘sub-getters, for all our readers $1.50. LABOR ACTION and New Inter-
Sierraville _ P 80 who WANT a simple and effective means of get- nati ; ‘
Akron .. __ 2 ting a few subs from their friends: ational, 6 mos., $1.00; 1 YEy $1.75.
National Office __ ... 2 51 [

. Rea:;’in:, Oc ________________ B 40 Twenty-five-cent PREPAID sub cards are ¢ :
St. Louis and Missouri __ 30 how available from LABOR ACTION at twen- Enclosed find $....______ for which please
Philadelphia .. __ 15 ty-five cents each. You BUY these cards from enter my subscription to
A . LA and sell them to your friends and fellow ,

WEEKLY TOTAL 51 workers. It is only necessary io fill in the LABOR ACTION _____ 1 yr., 6 mos. :
GR‘,A'ND TOTAL ___:_I_SRG 88.6 name and address and drop the card in the New International — 1 yr., O 6 mos.

mail box. The cards are addressed to LA and LABOR ACTION and

Returns fell off a little this week, but not nearly stamped. You will help LA by paying for subs

as badly as during the slump we had several in advance; you will get your money back by New lnternahoan —[J 1 yr., [J6 mos.
wéeks ago. THAT slump was followed by a ban- reselling the sub cards; and the person you Pl d et
ner week, when we 'just barely missed hitting a sell the card to will like the idea of filling out ease send me ... Twenty-

Five-Cent Prepaid Sub Cards, at twenty- . :
five cents each, for which | enclose $._....

the card and sending it in himself. Both of
you save Llime and avoid possible slip-ups in
sending the sub in, ete.

new high. There are indications that our readers
and distributors are preparing the same sort of’
comeback for the last few weeks of the drive.

One thousand subs by June 19—PLUS a bonus of
You can now carry a few twenty-five-cent pre-

&% least & hmgdred.suvs paid sub cards around with you at all times—sell- Name.__.. 2
New York and Buffalo boosted their re- ing them is easy. The whole transaction takes
turns this week. If they hadn’'t come through  only a minute. EVERY ONE OF OUR READERS Address
so handsomely, we would have been in a bad can buy some cards and become the center of a
spot. Other cities take notice! Los Angeles new group of LABOR ACTION subscribers, Use
reached its quota on May 24; and, from the  the blank below. City

" .
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NEWS AND VIEW5 FROM THE LAB@R FRQNT

- (Continued from page 1)
. bresent situation is the fault of the
miners, “who have refused to rec-
gnize the wage stabilization policies
of the government as reflected in the
aws of the United States and execu-
tive orders of the President of the
' United States.” Now everyone, in-
cluding even the dullest mine owner,
k;nows that this statement is only a
‘ot of hooey.
The miners refuse to recognize a
‘hoss-controlled goyernment politi-
cal board that is stacked against
Ahem. They refuse to recognize the
pompous antics  of “Custodian”
_Mes, who blustered around and
-‘-ihen capitulated to the WLB. They
refused to recognize that they
should accept a wage scale lower
. than that of other workers in the
war industries. The UMWA refused -
/. fo submit to the procedure of the
eoal operators, whose plan was fo
wreck all collective bargaining
processes and the mine union.
_ They refused to work without a

LOS ANGELES — Workens in the
: huge North American Aviation plant
in Southern California were sur-
prised to see in the May 26 issue of
The Propeller, published by Local
88’! UAW-CIO, an attack on LABOR
ACTION The article, appearing on
'the first page and headed: “News-
" paper ‘LABOR ACTION' Not Spon-
sored by UAW,” begins: “A Trotsky-
- ite newspaper is being passed out at
the gates of North American. The
name of this paper is ‘LABOR AC-
TION”’ The article goes on to point
out that LABOR ACTION “has no

Local 887...AND ASKS THAT ALL
WQRKERS AT NAA REFUSE TO
J ACCEPT THIS PAPER.” (Emphasis
; 1!; original.)

LABOR ACTION has never
claimed to be an organ of the CIO
br any other union. It claims to be
a labor paper interested in the
policies and welfare of workers’
organizations. Not one, reason is
—advancgd to explain why workers
should not take LABOR ACTION
at its weekly distributions. Not
_one word on the program which
' LABOR ACTION advances!

. We have a right to ask these peo-
ple who so blithely request the same
kmd of book burning that goes on in
all the fascist and totalitarian coun-
tries, why they don’t tell their mem-
bership to refuse to read the Air-
craft Times, also given out at the
plant This paper is the organ of
the big corporation owners. We have
‘a right to know why they don’t hand
down the dictatorial order to the
NAA workers (according to the best
- tradifions of a Hitler or Stalin) to
refuse the People’s .World, the Sta-
- linist sheet that has also been handed
out-at the plant. Why is LABOR AC-
TION singled out?

LABOR ACTION was one of the
first and few papers that supporied
the North American strike. LA-
pOR ACTION is the only widely-
read paper that exposes the lies in
the boss press. It is the only paper

" that offers a real program of mili-
‘tant ACTION to the werkers. It is
one of the very few papers that
‘unqualifiedly supports the miners’

connection with the CIO, UAW, or

contract and t{o go hungry. When
Roosevelt and the ‘government ac-
cept the position of the coal oper-
ators and reject these just demands
they prove again that they repre-
sent the bosses and that they are
against the mmers and the rest of
labor.

In his telegram to the operators
and the miners, Ickes says “the

failure of the unwn members to -

work ConStltthes a strlke against the
government of the Umted States.
which is in possession of the mines.”
The, government is “in possessmn” of
the mines and Ickes is eustoﬂlan for
the government but he has no au-
thority. The WLB claims authonty.
but it has no influence eLther with
the operators or the miners. The
operators only follow those “direc-
tives” of the WLB that fit in with
their own interests.

‘Mr. Ickes goes on to say that
there are “a few powerful opera-
tors who from the beginning have
deliberately opposed any compro-
mise whiche might lead to a reason-
able setflement.” This is true and

Stalinist Attempt to Block
Distribution of ‘L.A." at
North American Won’t Work

struggle fof a decent standard of
living.

LABOR ACTION correctly con-
demns the leaders of the AFL and
CIO for dickering with government
boards and graciously handing the
ONLY real weapon of the union—the
right to strike—over to the bosses in
return for nothing but continued at-
tacks on labor's standards and demo-
cratic rights. LABOR ACTION tells
the workers to force their leaders
off these boards, which are destmy-
ing collective bargaining. LABOR
ACTION puts forth the demand,
along with the best and most mili-
tant sections of the UAW in Detroit
and elsewhere, that the union: leaders
get busy representing the needs and
demands of the workers.

Perhaps it is precisely because
LABOR ACTION does say all these
thlngs that the Stalinist leadership
of the lecal UAW and the reac-
tionaries along with them, . demand
that workers not read it. Like all
totalitarian minded bureancrats,
they find it lmpossihle and unnec-
essary tp give reasons for thelr de-
crees and demands, they just ex-
pect the workers to follow along
like sheep. We are pleased to in-
form both the bureaucrats and
most especially the workers in
North American, that since the “re-
quest” appeared in The Propeller,
our distribution and the response
to our paper have increased.

Unlike these corrupt bureaucrats,

!the intelligence and honesty of the

LABOR ACTION has confidence in
workers. We believe that they, and
they alone, can decide what they
want to read. If anyone disagrees
with anything we say, they have the
right and are urged to write in and
tell us what they think. Their let-
ters will be published and we will
gladly discuss with them any ques-
tions they may raise. LABOR AC-
T.ION believes in and PRACTICES
democracy. We have never misrep-
resented ourselves, because we have
no,need to. We are confident that,
despite attempts to stop us, the
workers will continue to read our
paper and like it.

binds the case of the mine workers.
But the government does not put
any pressure on the operators.
Workers should not be deceived by
the fact that the government is “in
possession of the mines.” They are
still private property, owned by
coal companies, railroads and
banks.

Ickes also says: “The president of
the . Umted Mine Workers cannot es-
cape respops;btllzy for the cessation
of work today.... I call upon the
presu:lent of the Umted Mine Work-
ers to cause the members of the
UMW to return to their wartune
posts oi duty.”

Of course, Le)v“ls cannot escape

Solidarity

(Continued from page 1)

Strong pickel lines were needed at
the many gates. In the early days
of the strike the plants were not
{down tight because of rank and file
inability to get organized quickly
enough. |

The Stalinist clique of leaders was
also supported by the week-kneed
committeemen who in previous years
had supported the notoriously con-
servative John House administration.
Pickets found themselves debating on
the lines around the plants with re-
actionary and Stalinist committee-
men who came around giving soap-
box speeches for the crowds to go
through the lines. It was only on
the last day of the strike that the
plants were finally completely shut.

Chicanery in Washington

While all this activity was oecur-
ring on the streets of Akron, impor-
tant developmeénts were taking place
in_Washington, where the leaders of
the local unions and the internation-
al union president had gone on the
second day to attempt to get a re-
consideration of the rubber workers'
case by the WLB. Revelation of
these: developments came in the re-
port made by President George Bass
of Goodrich Local to the membership
meetmgs called on May 27 for an ex-
planation of the “go back to Work
movement.” This local, incidentally,
was the only one to hold ‘a meeting
on this question, and is indicative
of the democratic spirit which pre-
vails there.

Bass pointed, out that he and the *

others were scheduled for a meet-
ing with Philip Murray on Monday
morning, but didn't get it. It is
known that a morning meeting
was actually held, without him,
and that Intemational Vice-Presi-
dent Buckmaster had been the
spokesman with CIO heads. By
Tuesday, 8. H. Dalrymple, inter-
national URWA president, had
“cooled off” considerably, he re-
ported.

The War Labor Board kept the
leaders cooling their heels in the
corridor of the Labor Building quite
a while, during which Bass proposed
several times that they leave. Fi-
nally the board sent two representa-
tives outside to tell the leaders noth-
ing could be done until the strike
was completely called off, at which
time the board would ‘accept the pe-
tition for a reconsideration, as other-
wise “pressure strikes” would break
out all over the country.

Will Act Again

Returning to Akron for an interna-
tional board meeting of the:r URWA
on Wednesday, the leaders found the
strike completely .and successfully in
effect. The international board

i {2

responsnbllxty for the strike. He is
the chief officer of the UMWA.
None of the leaders of the UMWA
can escape responsibility. Not a
single individual miner can escape
responslh;llity So far as we.can
see, nobody has tried to escape re-
sponsibility. The miners are out in
a solid mass. That is the proof.

Why do Ickes, the WLB; the em-
ployers and the cap1tallst press think

ihat the miners elected Lewis their

pr esu:lent? To work in the interests
of the coal operators, or in the in-
terests of the mine workers? Whom
is he expected to represcnt the coal
d1ggers or the coal owners?

Lewis and the other UMWA

<3 I

iners Are Fighting the Battle of Every Worker--

leaders have the responsibility lo
fight until the miners win. This is
the only basis on which the miners
can have any reason to support
Lewis and the other leaders.

Ickes calls on Lewis “to cause”
the miners to return to work. But
Lewis' primary responsibility is not
to Ickes but to the miners who
elected him their president and who
pay him a saiary of $25,000 a year
from their low wages

We have no way of knowing what |

will happen We do know that the

UMWA is in an _mpregnable posi- .

tion and that it can win its just de-
mands if the miners stick it out and
hold THEIR line.

of Akron Workers--

voted, but not unanimously, for im-

mediate resumption of work. The
meeting was ‘so heated and the
“charges” leveled by the conservative
and Stalinist international bureau-
crats were such that when the local
union leaders were' called in for an
evening meeting, Bass refused to ap-
pear without bringing along his en-
tire local executive board so they
could act as “witnesses” to what was
going on, since he was going to ex-
pose the international URWA's
leadership. .

At about this time, apparently,
the War Labor Board was con-
tacted by either employer repre-
sentatives or international URWA
officers about the tough time they

. were having in forcing down the

sell-out of the sirike by their fee-
ble argumentatlon. As it later came
out, the WLB immediately con-
tacted Roosevelt with TUNANI-

Labor’s “Friend”

MOUS (including the voie of the
AFL and ‘CIO representatwes on
it) opinion that the strike’s “con-
tinuation cannot be conntemmced
by this government.” So Roosevelt
telegrammed.

The executive board of Goodrich
Local offered a substitute resolution
to that of the international executive
board and proposed that work be re-
sumed in accordance with Roose-
velt’'s ultimatum but that the WLB
be given until June 16 to act on the
wage reconsideration. This resolu-
tion was read and adopted at the
Goodrich Local membership meeting
just before Roosevelt’s noon deadline
May 27.

This memhershlp meeting was
attended by three to four thousand
Goodrich workers, who agreed by
and large with the temporary truce
proposed and the clear analysis of
Presndent Bass, not to speak of its
ﬂghtmg presentation. No one took

\ Box 5477, Chicago lIl.

the floor to oppose the reseolution,
even though the fullest democratie
possibilities were offered. Bass an-
swered and denounced the Com-
munist Party “charges” that he
was linked up with John L. Lewis,
saying that he would not “run
away” from the fight in the URWA-
CIO. He exposed what military
control of the plants would mean
—namely, the weeding out of mili-
tant committeemen and strikers
who had aided in closing down
Goodyear, all this in the name of
*eliminating “troublemakers.”

So this great and popular strike
movement ended, but with the prom-
ise that if the WLB has not granted
the eight cents per hour raise by
June 16 that the struggle will begin
again “with full and renewed vigor!”

ON NEED FOR A REAL
INDEPENDENT LABOR PARTY

It has come out that leaders of
the URWA, when in Washington
last week demanding reconsideration
of the WLB decision in their wage
cases that caused- the Akron strike,
took the opportunity to speak to
Congressman Ed Rowe, Republican,
of Akron. Rowe allegedly was sym-
pathetic to the strikers' cause, in
private conversation, and promised to
defend the rubber workers in the
hall of Congress. Strange to say,
though, Rowe had changed his mind
by the following day!

Is there any GOOD reason why
labor should not be represented in
1Congress by a man OF labor, put
there on the basis of his unqualified
support to an Independent Labor
Party program? '

[

FRESH BREEZES FROM
THE PICKET LINES

Striker (at midnight on rainy
street): “Here comes the Cleveland
Plain Dealer boy. Let's see what the
latest lie is.”

“Roosevelt sent a telegram order-
ing us back to work, did he? Who's
he, anyway?”

“When are we going to throw that
 Beacon Journal ta hell out of town?”

“This Goodyear Local leadership
sure stinks. How can we distinguish
these Kremlin hot-shots from com-
pany men?”

Girl picket, after a retreating and
impudent office worker: “God, ‘look
at that wobble. And they say there's
a shortage of meat!” _

Chicago Readers:
For further information about
LABOR ACTION, write to

The Rubber Strike Tqa_ulght
Akron Labor Many Things

AKRON—You can't fool 50,000 rub-
ber workers! And even they know
a good deal more today than they
did several weeks ago about the
workings of their bitter enemies,
‘whether employers, newspapers, gov-
ernment agencies, labor bureaucrats
or Communist Party lickspittles.

In five short days, the dramatic
militancy of the Akron rubber
strikers has broken through many
a propaganda lie that wonl(l nor-
mally have _to_lgcn month_s or years
to p.tercc After one and a half
years of war, thesg 5@,000 war pro-
duction workers have not be
blinded and rendered into 4
cattle, as thu_r exploiting m&;}e{s
had hoped.

‘First, they have shown up the fact
take a paltry three-cent increase

that they WILL NOT bow down and
from the War. Labor Board when

they know they should get eight -

cents as a minimum. To do this, they
have IN REALITY smashed the no-
strike pledge of the top CIO bureau-
cracy, in the making of which they
had no voice originally. 'I‘.hey have
refused to accept paliry crumbs,
knowing that their employers prcf—
its have skyrocketed while the work-
ing class fights an ever- losing battle
with run-away pru:es

Before the hysterical screams of
the Akron Beacon Journal and the
anti-labor  press natlonaﬂy, the
strikers did not hesitate or break
their ranks. The ery of “sabotage
of war production” did not make a
dent, for as workers they KNOW all
about huge inventories of finished
goods built up, even now resulting
in shorter hours and layofls in many
places. They understand quite clear-
ly that the Beacon Journal, for in-
\ stance, opposes the limitation of $25,-
000 on salaries and tries to break
down rent conirol, at the same time
that it denounces protesting workers
as “stooges of Hitler.,” They remem-
ber the Akron Rubber Co., which
lost its government contract, due to
faulty construction of life rafts.

But most of all, the striking rub-
ber workers have taken an oppor-
tunity to examine their
sirength, in the face of the en-
croachments being made on them
by reaction from all sides. Spon-
taneously they walked out every-
where, organized their ranks from
the bottom where and when organ-
ization of the strike was stifled at
the top. Never was there a greater
rank and file support to a strike
than now, when the air is filled
with chatter of anti-strike legisla-
tion. Sympathy was extended to
them from rubber unions all over
the country, Sympathy came to
them on the picket lines from sol-
diers and sailors home on leave, to
counteract letfers printed by the
Beacon Journal.

own °

In the course of the struggle many
rotten spots inside their own organi-
zations -were brought to light, which
can and must be dealt with properly .
in the period ahead. The indecent
haste of the top leadership of the
URWA international to call off the

strike hefore any approach was madg

to the WLB for a reconsideration,
and the final scurrying drive made
to promote back-to-work movements
against the will of the majority of
the strikers will be remembered.

A second rotten spot was re-
vealed in the influence that the

- Communist Party holds in the lead-

ership of Gogdyear Local and jn
certain places in the. international

_union. Every active striker knows

the part played by these agenis of
the Kremlin, whoe owe no loyalty
whatsoever to the trade wunion
movement of this country. - The
members of this outifit used every
effort to break the strike. They
reported ready for work at the
struck planis, they utilized what
offices in the unions they controlled
to instruct unionists to return to
wo_r_};l;. they gppeared on the picket
lines and guiside union halls, urg-
ing return to work, and finally—
they have acted as stoolpigeons in
all the strike areas, spotting the
militant workers preparatory to
turning over to the FBI their
names, in accordance with the
KNOWN policy of the CP.

The War Labor Board will, in all
likelihood attempt a renewal of its
stalling tactics that kept the rubber
cases before it for the whole past
year. Its decision in the rubber Qases
showed how completely false is the
idea that even the so- called thtle
Steel <(steal?) formula means any-
thing to it. The WLB will obvlously
charge the workers all the traﬁc\
will bear, trying to chisel as much
as posmb]e It is a safe predicnon to'
make that when June 18 rolls around

- it will be hard to find a rubber work-

er who does not favor the proposal
that all labor representatwes be
cal_led upon to resign from this
thqiev'e__s' kitchen!

But the enormous weight of 50,000
rubber workers on strike has beaten
back all the #filth and calumny
spread about them. Cleverly the
Beacon Journal has adopted a tune
of “let’s forget all about the strike.”
There can be no forgetting on the
part of the workers of the insolence
of the companies and all their agents
in high and low places. The leopards
hayve not changed their spots;
hope to pounce on labor in some un-
suspecting moment When that time'
comes, it will be only the fighting,
1ndependent action of the working
class, on the polmcal ﬁeld as well as
on the pmket lines, that wlll lead to
victory.

Board Offer Would Make RR
Workers Among Lowest Paid

By MIKE STEVENS

Last September the 800,000 non-
operating workers on the railroads,
through their wunions, demanded
a twenty cents - an - hour wage in-
crease, a seventy-cents- an-hour min-
imum and a unign shop agreement

This week an emergency board
that had been appointed by Presi-
dent Roosevelt offered the railroad
workers “the minimum, non-infla-
tionary adjustments necessary to

< correct gross inequalifies and tp
aid in the effective prosﬂeutlon of
the war"—m other words, an

Respects Opinion
Of ‘Labor Action’

Dear Bir:

-1 am not a member of your polifi-
~cal group but have greatly appreci-
ated my copies of LABOR ACTION
- in the pasf. I have need for your

brave comment on the factual views

oi 1nc1dents and news as you see it.

All union 'members should take
copies of motre than one type of la-
bor or even political paper so that
they may broadly see which ones
are - consistently honest and which

ones would have to fold up if they

‘tried to be honest....

- It has been my pleasure to serve
my fellow workers at conventions
‘and on the Little Steel wage con-
ference. It was disgraceful the way
working people believed the lies of
the big papers with their small lies.
It was at this time that I picked up
one of your papers in New York
City and there found our own side
'of the story and, believe me...
printed honestly....I have subscribed
out of respect.. .and have remained
; “subseriber out of ‘desire. . '
Enclosed is money for another one
~year subscription and I hope to be
‘able to find this country free enough

to still maintain the opinions of the
workers so that I can subscribe next
year....

Congratulations to your brave staff
for carrying on the fight for :[ree-
doms in which they believe.

E.M.

Wishes More People

" Read ‘Labor Action’

Dear Friends: .

I've meant so many times to write
and express my gratitude for your
having introduced me to LABOR
ACTION. 1t is the most wonderful
labor paper ever, It's exposures of
injustices, and its foresight and so-
lutions in labor problems are excel-
lent. It keeps me alert and conscious
of my and others' position in the eco-
nomic and political world. I wish
more people would read it.

P.

Finds Lenin Quote
Fits Attack on Lewis

Dear Friends: !

I just happened to run
some remarks of Lenin's

across
. ‘which

seemed to me to be a pretty good de-
scription of the treatment John L.
Lewis is getting from the pen pros-
titutes of today — not so different
from Lenin's time.

Talking to 'the Russian revolution-
aries in September, 1918, about the
“ruthless and businesslike way” the
bourgeoisie used to wage the class
struggle from the pages of the press,
he said:¢"Remember the magnificent
way in which it used to hound its
class enemies in the press controlled
by it! How it used to mock them,
defame them and finally drive them
off the face of the earth!”

They're still at it—trying to do a
“magnificent” job — FROM THEIR
OWN CLASS POINT OF VIEW—of
hounding John L. off the face .of the
earth. But they won't succeed. The
miners wouldn't stahd for it.

G. (Louisville, Ky.)

Murray Speech
Disgusted Him

Dear Editor:

I was one of the thousands of peo-
ple who went to hear Philip Murray
when he was in Los Angeles, and I

want to say that the meeting was
an almost total disgrace to the great
tradition and meaning of the CIO.,

Out of a whole evening, there
were only three things to. be thank-
ful for: the announcement that Earl
Warren, labor - hating Governor of
California, “couldn’t” come to the
meeting, the speech of Rabbi Magnin,
and Brether Murray's concluding re-
marks.

The rest of the meeting was run
like a gala circus. The guests of
honor were majors and colonels from
the Army, a congressman and a sen-
ator, and Mayor Bowron of Los An-
geles—well known “friend” of labor,
especially the underpaid municipal
workers. The whole meeting took its
tone from these public figures; ev-
erything was run so as not to offend
them; the rank and file, the people
who work long and hard and pay
the heavy taxes, were forgotten.

I want to say that of all the people
who spoke that evening, Rabbi Ma;_,-
nin made the best speech of all. He
warned the audience of the menace
of fascism in America, now and after
the war. He reminded labor of its
role, and what it steod for, and how
it must never forget that it has a
duty to give to the people the things
they are entitled to.

The rest of the speeches and pro-
ceedings would disgust any union
‘man ard woman who has gone
through the struggles of the CIO for
the past eight years, and who knows
how labor has been fought tooth and
nail by the very people and forces
who were the honored guests, and
who were praised so loudly by the
phonies who spoke.

Harry Bridges made a speech in
praise of labor leaders, how wonder-
ful they were, how hard they worked,
how it tcok years and years of
knowledge of the industry to become
a labor leader, etc., etc.

Philip Murray - started off his
speech in the same tone as the others,
how everything was being taken
care of between him and the govern-
ment bureaus, war bonds, no fighting
for our rights or conditions, efc., etc.
Evidently feeling that the 'audience
wasn't with him and that the action
of the UMW was overshadowing him,
Murray swung over to an attack on
the industrialists, the salaries and
profits they were making, how they

- were lining their pockels now and

intended to do this after the war at
the expense of the people, and many
of the other things that LABOR AC-
TION has exposed.

. Murray went on to attack the Lit-.

tle Steel formula, the War Labor
Board and Byrnes, the economie czar
of the United States, who, he said,

was the most powerful man in the -

country, next to the President. Of
course, Murray is a little late in his
attack, as LABOR ACTION has been
attacking these things for  sqme’ time.

LABOR ACTION says more than
Murray, thank God. It tells you what
to do about these unfair conditions.
Murray says nothing about selvmg
these problems

As a matter of fact, in h1s speech

he reached a high point and ad-

dressed a question to Mr. Byrnes in

Washington. He said: “Mr. Byrnes,

what are YOU going to do about the

thirty-six per cent rise in the cost
of living, while wages have been
frozen and profits have soared?”
‘What everyone wanted to know, and
_ still wants to know, is what Murray
himself is going to do besides TALK.
From the point of view of mobil-
izing the CIO in Los Angeles for a
defense of the rights and conditions
of the people, the meeting was a
flop. From the pojint of view of show-
ing the “honored” guests how re-
spectable their labor leaders are, it
probably was a success.
‘N, P. (April 25).

eight-cents-an-hour wage lperease.
The eight cents an hour is to be
retroactive, not as of last Septem-
/ber, when' the demands were firsf
made, but as of February, and are
to be pgiﬂ in war savings bcmds tp
avoid - the “inflationary influence”
of this drop in the bucket.

The other demands were dropped
by 'the board. The workers and the

companies have thirty days in which '

to accept or reject the eight-cent of-
fer. The workers are divided into
fifteen cornservative, bureaucrat-rid-
den unions, and they are tied to the
reactionary Railway Labor Act with
its long-drawn-out ritual, which will
prevent any real concentrated mili-
tant action or pressure on their part.
The owners will accept, of course.-

" this most welcéme decision.

A Myth Exploded

The demand for a seventy-cents-
an-hour minimum wage by the un-
ions and its rejection by the board
once again explodes the myth of
high wages paid to railroad workers.
If' this decision is accepted by the -
railroad wunions it will leave the
workers in that industry among the
lowest paid in this eountry
Many railroad workers receive
only fifty-three and fifty-five cents
an hour, 'and & large section of the
railroad workers have not received
an increase since 1937.-But the board:
did not take these thmgs into con-
sideration, ‘nor did it consider the
skyrocketing cost of living. ‘The
board very brazenly admits that its
decision was the “minimum” that
could be agreed upon “i{o correct
gross inequalities.”

In the history of railroad profits,
1929 was the peak year. But 1941
broke this record by piling wup
$499,765,000 NET profits. This ree-
ord did not last long for 1942 came
along with a ninety-two per cent
INCREASE for a met profit of
$960,000,000. And from all indi- -
cations, 1943 will beat even this
record. Profits for the first quarter -
«of this year reached $209,000,000, an
INCREASE of 120 pgr cent over.
the same period of LAST YEAR!

' To give the workers a decent wage
increase would mean cutting into a
small fraction of these profits.

—d

they -
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A Reviow of Political Suents

GERMAN WORKERS IN UNIFORM ARE TIRED OF WAR

The same people who only a cou-
ple of months ago- never tired of
telling us that the German soldiers,
workers in uniform, stood a hundred
per cent behind the regime (*just
look at the way they are fighting™)
are now suddenly telling us: “You
see, these German soldiers are no
good at all; &nce Americans arrive
it’s all over...look at how they are
now running.” In reality, neither the
first nor the second statement is true.

The German soldiers never fought
enthusiastically for Hitler. They
fought because there seemed to be
no other way out, no other thing
to do. The Gestapo and the mihtary
apparatus were all-powerful—no in-
dividual action against these 1re,men-
dous forces was possible, But arter
more than three years of war, the
srtuatlon has changed. Those who, at
first, were more or less indifferent—
just “doing their. jobs"—are now be-
coming tired of war, tired of ﬁght-—
ing in foreign countries, tlred of
their uniforms, tired of Hitler
his gang of genera,ls, and, whenever
there is an occasion, such as a blow
to the military machine, they (to
borrow a phrase from Lenin) "votg
with their feet” We have already
several times reported small-scale re-
vdlts among German and Italian gol-
diers: They have not yet asgumed
large proportmns but these 1solate:§,
individual expressiops of dlseont,ent
and weariness begm to aSSume mass
proportlons as the army is stramed
to do a job which requires tull—
fledged morale. /

That this general war weariness is
not limited to the troops fighting in
Africa is best proved by the many
r,epor,ts which come in from othpr
countries (mostly from sources
which have not the least sympathy

! wnth the German soldiers), . who tell
of similar instances of msupordma-
tion, of wearing down of morale.
Here are a few samples:

° NORWAY: “A shipload of 630
Gérman prisoners who deserted from
the Northern front, arrived at a
place near Tromsoe. Some had frozen'
feet or hands, and some were ehot
to death in front of Norwegians be-
cause they dld not promptly obey
orders.”

BELGIUM: “The sanatoriums and
hosprtals in the we,m:ty of Brusgels
have been commandeered by the Ger-

mans for the large numbers of
wounded arrwmg from the Eastern
front.

“Wounded and convalescent Ger-
man soldiers walk about the streets
of Brussels. They staté that the Ger-
man authorities refuse them leave to

visit their relatives, fearing that
their presence in dermemr would
lower the morale of the population.

“It is noticeable that these wound-
ed men make a point of not saluting
officers, who dare not reprimand
them,

“Taken individually, the German
soldiers are often depressed and the
number of suicides far exceeds the
normal. The mood of the average
German soldier is perhaps illustrated
by a talk a Belgian had with one of
them :

When ‘the Belgian, on noting the |

inslgnia of the Polish campaign on
the” soldrers um!orm remarked: I
see you have been 'in Poland, and
probably elsewhere, too,” the soldier
angrily answered: “Die Dummen sind
uberall, Klugen sind zuhaus " (Dumb-
belis are everywhere. ‘smart peop]e
stay home)"

Aceordmg to Vecko - Journalen, a
Swedish Weekly, the ‘following song
became very popular in Berlm after
the recent’ RAF rards on the German
capltel'

Es geht alles vorbei.

“Es geht a'lies vordiber;
Erst geht der Hitler,
Und ‘dann die Partei.”

("It is all over;

Over all it is.

First, Hitler goes under,
-And then his party goes ")

“The Eve of a. Re.velutiol;."—A Bel-
gian worker, refu m_n from er-
nany on vaeation to Lierre. brought
with him a loaf of bread. When he
cut mtn it, he discovered a piece of
paper hldden inside. 'On it were
wrltten these words: “We are on the
eve of a revolutmn i

Of course, all these mdlcahons
should not be overestimated. There
is no reason to beﬁleve that the revo-
lution is just around the corner. A
iong way still Iies ghead and ‘Allied
propaganda plus ‘Stalinist airs of hat-
red” against “the German beasts" see
to it that even war-weary, tu:ed sol-
diers do not yet venture any lairge-
s,cale movemeets of active revolt.

Eurppacys.

Filibuster Threatened in Senate
Against The Anti Poll-Tax Bill

_ By T. R. COBB

A year of constant hammering and
pressure by Negro and labor organ-
izations forced the House last week
to approve the anti-poll-tax bill by
a not-too-large majority. The House
evidently budged off .fhe thin dime
of “white supremacy,” if only tem-
]porarlly, because of the widespread
wave of resentment that rolled up
against Congress last year, when the
_bill was filibustered to death.

How long it will take the bill to
wriggle ount of the chambers of the
Senate Judiciary Comn;ittee will
depend entirely on how big a fire
Negro and labor groups can jgnite
under their seats [ndle,etiens that
l:he bill will not emerge from qae
eommittee in record time were ‘re-
vealed by Chairman Yan Nuys.
whe said that he wel;ld apﬁ]oint a
eub-eemmltl.ee to consider the bﬂl

and declde whether, tnrther hear-— ;

ln,gs Were necessary. Althou:,h I.hp
committee approved the blll b;r
two to one last year, it was de-
layed for months by a similar msn-
euver,

The disgusting filibuster copdueted
by the poll-tax die-hards in the Sex}-
ate, representing the Jteucl'.;ll 1ords of
the South, still reeks in .the nostrrls
of all decent, progresswe mmqled
people in the ".:ouni;r:;r At that time
the - forces struggling for the aboh-
tion of laws thaf prevent ten mllhon

Negroes and whites in the South .

irom exercising their rlgtrt to yote
were stabbed in the back by Pres:-

Hear MAX SHACHTMAN,
speak oN WHICH WAY FOR LABOR IN THE PRESENT CRISIS?

dent Roogevelt, 'who remamed silent
throughout , the debate. “And now,
Senator Bilbo is tpreatenmg to con-
duct the Iopgest ﬁllbus;er in history
to block passage of the bill.

The National Commlttee to Abol-
ish "the Poll-Tax 1s sald to be plan-
ning a natlon w:de drwe to speed
up tpg sub- corrlmlftees aetlon on the
bill in orp;ier to bring it before the
Sena\te as' soon as possible it also
sent a telegram to Vice Presldent
Wellace urgmg him, as presaclent of
the Se , to give the bill imme-
liate cons;lderatlon What action
Wallace will také, if any, remains
to ‘be seen. Henry has just com-
pleted a tour of South America, dur-
ing which t.lme he ‘made many glor-
ious sp,eeehes aboul. “démocracy”
and the “brotherhood of man.”

It is ?rao!leally certain that
President Rooseyelt will again re-
main mum on the subject, since he
is much tgo busy these deys eon-
1errln; wl}h Oyul'ehill orgeni:mg
new boards, and busting st;;lkes.

All hope for the bill rests with

thos.e vfho are gegump}y interested
in wiping out pell-tgx laws, with

those who have proved in pract:ce ’

that black and white ;nqst fight to-
gt.her Union ﬁcals are urged fo
place repeal of the po).l-,tax on their
egendas at ,thexr g_e,rhest opgm tumty
Respluhqns and teleft ams of  sup-
port for the repeal bill must engllf
lﬁe Senate. And’ make those warn-
1? againsl enother ﬂ.hbuster plenty
3.

The Amencan Leguon Is an Antl-quqr Creature of Big Business

By GERTRUDE SHAW

In spite of the well known reac-
tionary character of the American
Legion, there are some thousands of
union men in it. There are also sev-
eral posts in industrial centers, com-
posed mainly of wdion men. Al-
t_l_lough workers obviously have no
business in a pro-fascist outfit organ-
ized by big business, AFL President
William Green has nevertheless sent
out a letter encouraging the forma-
tion of union Legion posts and urg-
ing eligible union men to joint as
legionnaires.

In June, 1942, a conference of trade
union .Legion posts was held in Chi-
cago. Another is planned for, the
near future. There has been some

_talk of labor “reforming” the Legion.

In the opinion of LABOR AC-
TIOQN, -this is an impessible task—
and a harmful waste of labor’s or-
ganized effort. .

The purpose, composition, backmg
and entire history of the’ American
Legloﬁ must once more be placed be-

Roane Waring, national command-

er of the American Legion, has de-

manded an investigation of South
Fork Post No. 653 at Johnstown, Pa.,
by the regional commander, to find
out if the membership of the post “is
fit to remain members of the Amer-
ican Legion.”

Waring's ire was aroused by the
Iollowuag resolution, passed by the
South Fork Post, presumably com-
posed of miners: “We apologize to
Mr. Lewis and to the nation for our
part in placing Roane Waring in of-
fice. It has been with mixed emo-
tions of shame and disgust that we
have witnessed this atiack by Com-

-mander Waring on a man who has

been the leader of labor’s cause for -
twenty “six years.”
- ) p 4

fore the scrutinizing eye of the
worker. At this time it is especially

i urgent for labor to know every pro-

or semi-fascist force in this country,
and to fight it to the death,

The anti-labor record of the Amer-
ican Legion since its organization in
1919 should be well known to every
worker The American Civil Liber-
tres Union, in its 1921 report listed
dj. least ﬁ:[ty acts of violence commit-
ted by the Legion'against progressive
Ie]'.__ements in the year 1920 alone. Lib-
eral speakers and labor orgamzers
were tarred and feathered. Eugene
Debs meetmgs were broken up. Kid-
napping and crippling its innocent

,victims were common practice, Be-

cause of “connections” with the
Chambers of Commerce and with
the judiciary, such heinous crimes
went entirely unpunished.

In 1937, the national commander
of the Legion in effect admitted
that strike-breaking is one of the
functions of his outfit. He issued
an order that from then on no
strike-breeking was to be done IN
UNIFORM. Legienna.lres IN MUF-
TI could go right on breaking
strlfre_s.

It is no accident that the Legion
is that way. It is anti-labor accord-
ing to plan. During World War I
those who had vigorously “fought for
democracy” by expanding the size of
their fortunes, saw a great danger to

A Statement on
The Stalintern

and ifs “dissolution” is being pre-
pared by the Workers Party. It will
be - published in LABOR ACTION
next week, or the week following.

An ;;;.pia nation

‘We must continue to ask our read-
ers to bear with us. We have on
hand a considerable amount of un-
published material which has been
crowded out of our paper. We in-
tend to publish it as soon as space
‘permits. Included are: an article on
the International Association of Ma-
epinists and its decision to quit the
AEL, further materlal on the “dis-
selytion” of the Stalintern; and
many articles of generel political
aud la.ber interest. “Watch for these
gr}le!es in subsequent issues of LA-
BOR ApTION

their social position from the return-
ing soldiers who had had a bellyful

+ of war and had got a whiff of the

revolutionary air circulating over
Europe. Big Business organized the
American Legion as iis own reac-
tionary reception committee for the
returning soldiers.

Prof. William Gellerman of Co-
lumbia University, in his book, “The
American Legion as Education,”
gives full information about the ori-
gin of the Legion. Here is a typical
excerpt: “The American Legion was
in no sense a ‘spontaneous expres-
sion of Americans who helped crush
autocracy.” On the contrary, it is
evident that it was intended to cir-
cumvent any sponianeous organiza-
tion on the part of ex-service men.”

In Prof. Gellerman’s book can be
found absolutely reliable facts about
the agents of big business who got
the Legion going, about big business
contributions to support it, about the
bankers, business executives and
corporation lawyers who have abso-
lutely controlled and still contro] it.
Its Financial Support

The list of Legion commanders
since its organization includes none
but corporation lawyers, directors,
treasurers, presidents,—banking, in-
surance and Wall Street big shots—
real estate, public utility, oil mag-
nates.

On the question of financial sup-

port for the Legion, there is in evi-
dence, for example, a letter on Swift
& Co. stationery, dated December 26,
1919, referring to the quota of $100,-
000 that the meat packers were to
raise in Illinois alone, and stating:
“We are all interested in the Legion,
the results it will obtain, and the ul-
timate effect in helping to offset rad-
icalism.”

To Swift & Co. and -their breth-
ren, “radicalism” includes every-
thing from a demand for a union
and a living wage to a demand for
the overthrow of their profit-grub--
bing capitalist system.

Prof. Gellerman concluded from
his investigation that “The Amer-
ican Legion is a potential force in
the direction of fascism in the
United States.... In, the American
Legion program of suppression we
see fascism in ifs incipiént stages.”

Mussolini Its Hero

Nor is this merely an abstract con-
clusion. When the Legion was or-
ganized, Mussolini was ifs hero. Mus-
solini was invited to make the prin-
cipal address at\one of'its first con-
ventions. The Scripps-Howard press
interviewed the Legion's command-
er, Alvin Owsley, Texas lawyer, in
1922, and quoted him as saying:

“If ever| needed, the American
Legion stands ready to proiect our

country’s institutions and ideals as
the faseisti dealt with the destruc-
tionists who menaced Italy!”

There is, furthermore, documen-
tary evidence in the files of the gov-
ernment to show that in 1934 the Le-
gion actually planned a fascist seiz-
ure of power. General Smedley But-
ler was chosen to lead the American
fascist march on Washington, but the
general instead spilled the beans be-
fore a commitiee of the House of
Representatives investigating Nazi
and other propaganda.

The leading spirit of this pulsch
movement was a director of the
Guaranty Trust Co., a Morgan
bank, who was also a director of.
Anaconda Copper Co., Goodyear
Rubber Co., Béthiehem Steel Corp.
Others of like social position were
also named by General Butler,
whose iestimony further revealed
that the Remington Arms Co. was
to have supplied the guns. i

You see, therefore, that the Amer-
ican Legion is not an erring child of
well-meaning parents, who can be
set right by a good influence. The
Legion is a reactionary monster that
was created by-the brains and money
of labor’s powerful enemies.

No Place for Unions

It is today the creature of the most

ruthless elements of the :capitalist

Writers, Educators, Union Leaders, L|berals Blast Film

Legion Is No Place for Worker War Veterans

class. 1ts interlocking with the an
Negro, anti-Jew, anti-labor will
ous Ku Klux Klan, with the ditto,
American Chrlstlan Association’ {qg
other like outfits, is constantly béi
brought to light. The Legion is
integral link in the chain forged
big busjness powers to shaekle

in totalitarian 'bendage

WHAT BUSINESS HAVE UNIO:&
MEN IN SUCH AN OUTFIT? _'"

The union posts of the Legion thaf
will meet in conference soon sho
vote to get out of this pro-faselst 0.
ganization of the bosses. And rlghf
now is not too soon to start a cai
paign to that end.

If union men who are veterans of
the First World, War wish to reta
their identity as ex-service men,
why not organize as auxiliaries of
their unions? ‘Such a step would
progressive and serve an exce_lle
purpose. For union auxiliaries of’e3
service men could be the rallyis
places for the returning soldiers of.
World War II — THUS SAVING
THEM FROM THE GRIP OF TH
REACTIONARY LEGION.

Union men must rally around their
unions, must build all their auxilia ¥
organizations around thelr un1ons,
must make their unions strong’ and
militant —to fight such leatllsom
anti-labor forces as the Ameﬁe&g
Legion and ‘the cap:ta.list ppwers"
hind it,

“Mission fo Moscow” Whitewash Peels

The papers report that Stalin was
most delighted with thle movie, Mis-
sion to Moscow, a print of which was
taken to Russia by Litvinov and
Commissioner of Frauds Joseph Da-
vies. That Stalin should be pleased
is easy enough to understand—it is
just that kind of historical distortion
in which he is past master; that is,
that kind of distortion which serves
his interests well. From Stalin's
point of view there is. probably but

one flaw in the movie—the super-at-

tention given Litvinovs (Hollywood
unintentionally may have done Lit-
vinov a distinct disservice. Stalin
likes a lackey to remember his
place.) But, apart from Stalin, Earl
Browder and those gentlemen in the
Roosevelt Administration who con-
sider Mission to Moscow good poli-
tlts—-«prcclsely beeause of the mon-
streus ‘violence ° it commits’ on the
truth—apart from these, the protest
which began- with the ' very first
showing of the film, is swelling to
sweeping proportions.

Though the reaction of the movie
reviewers to the pictureé, when it
was first shown in New York, was
almost wunanimously | enthusiastic
(it has been suggested that the
“unanimily” was largely the result
of “advice” from the proper sour-
ces), the general press comment is
increasingly critical. We have al-
ready reported in LABOR ACTION
the withering comments of Doro-
thy Thompson, Anne O’Hare Mec-
Cormick, the New Republic re-
viewer, Manny Farber, agd ‘others.
It now appears that, as the movie

. is being shown nationally, the vol-

ume of objection is growing to a
definite roar. Thus, ‘What Warner
Brothers thought to be good peh-
tics and good business may prove
to be a ghastly dud on both counts.
Outside of New York the muvle
seems to be a busi—so Variety re-
po;‘ts. Letters from friends in those
cities where Mission to Moscow is
being shown. report a decidedly
cool publiec response.

Some newspapers outside of New
York went after the movie in their
editorial columns.. Two weeks ago
the March of Time radio program la-

beled it for the fraud it is, quoting -

liberally from the Dewey-LaFollette
letter (originally published in the
New York Times), which tore into
the historical distortions of which
the movie is compounded. In addi-
tion, sixty-three prominent wrlters,
educators, union leaders and 11berals,
men and women of different polm-
cal opinions, have issued a statement,
which reads in part:

-

National Secretary of the Workers Party and
Contributor to Labor Action

‘wednesday. Jue
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Carpathia Hall, 3510 Elmweod

(Charlevoix and Gratiot Cars),

It is our considered opinion
that Mission to Moscow falsifies his-
tory and glorifies dictatorship....

“We make three main charges:

“l. Mission to Moscow falsifies his-
tory and even distorts the very book
on which it is based.

“One of the chief pur poses of the
film is to present the Moscow Trials
of 1936-38 as the just punishment of
proved f{raitors. These trials were
generally regarded, at the time they
took place, as bruldl travesties of

_justice. Most of the American press,

like the rest of the civilized world,
considered them fo be frame-ups of
Stalin’s personal and political oppo-
nents. Only the loyal supporters of

the Communist Party accepted the ,

verdict of the trials that Trotsky,
Bukharin, Radek, Rakovsky, Kame-
nev, Zmovrev and almost all the
other surviving leaders of the 1917
revolution had plotted to restore cap-
ialism in Russia and to betray the
nation they founded to Hitler and
the Mikado. In 1937 a commission
headed by John Dewey investigated
the trials, heard numerous witnesses,
and published a two-volume report
ﬁndmg that the trials were “rame-
ups,’ the verdicts unfounded and the
whole procedure contrary to the
principles of Soviet law, which, like
our own, does not regard confessions
as a sufficient evidence of guilt,
Since then, no evidence has been
presented to substantiate the charges
of the Russian Court or io refute
those of the Dewey Commissions,

“Mission to Moscow whitewashes
the trials and the Stalin regime so
\ thoroughly as to be unfaithful even
to the book on which it is based.
Despite the generally favorable
fone of Mr. Davies’ book, there are
a great number of highly critical
observations and anecdotes about
the Soviet regime scattered
throughout it. The reports on the
trials, in particular, were most
critical of the procedure, especially
the dependence on confessions
alone. In the film, however, Da-
vies-Huston is shown as instantly
and eompletely convinced by the
eenfessmns as he hears them deliv-
ered in the courtroom. As readers,
of the book know, the sensational
charge t]lat "the trials eliminated
the “fifth column” in R_use_na oc-
curs only on pages 239-246, which
were written in 1941, after Hitler
had invaded Russia, ,and which
ere frankly titled: ‘A study in
hmds;gllt’ It is not hard to divine
the motives of Warner Brothers in
dlsregardmg the bulk of the book
to build thelr film on these seven
pages. However, we must observe
that such rewriting history afier
the event to suit present expedien-
¢y has beep, up to now, more char-
acteristic of a totalitarian than of

. democratic culture,

“2. Mission to Moscow glorifies the
Stalin dictatorship and its meth-
ods. .

“A Nazi film devoted to white-
washing the blood purge, the Reich-
stag fire {rial and similar matters
would use no other means than are
employed in Mission to Moscow.

“3. Missmn to Moscow has the
most sermus implications for Amer-
ican derneeracy.... All opponents of
Roosevelt’s pre-Pearl Harbor foreign
policy are smeared as either fascists

or dupes of fascism; Congress is.
"slanderously portrayed

: and Presi-
dent Roosevelt is
exalted as all-seeing and all-wise.
These ‘amalgam’ techniques, this dei-
fication of The Leader are methods
hitherto more characteristic of total-

"~ another movie.

correspondingly '

itarian propaganda than of our own.
“Mission to Moscow is not ‘just
It is a quasi-offi-
cial document based on a book by
a former Ambassador which con-
tains el’ficnal reporis made puh]ic
by ' special permission’ of the U.S.
State Department. This ex-Ambas-
sador has approved the film, as has
the official Sev:et representative in
Hollywood. It is a serious matter
when such a film firies to spread
among the American people uncrit-
ical faith in the benevolence and
Jjustice of Stalin. We cannot forget
that this is the regime which re-
cently shocked American liberal
and labor circles by executing the
Polish - Jewish socialist leaders,

. Ehrlich and Alter, on' the grounds.

that they were conniving with Hit-
ler against the Soviet Union. This
crime against two men who had
devoted their lives to working for
the laboring classes and who had .
shown during the past ten years
their unwavering hatred of fas-
.cism and their sympathy with the

, Russian people, should warn us

that the Stalin dictatorship has net
changed its nature simply because
the Soviet Union is now fighiing
Nazi Germany....” '

. dolph,

Among the signers of this state-
ment are: Sam ‘Baron, general man
ager, Greater New York Joint Boar
Textile Workers Union, CIO; Daniel
Bell, managing editor, the
Leader; James Burnham: Willia
Henry Chamberlin; Nathan Chan
Frank R. Crosswaith; George R.
Counts; Max Danish, editor, Justme,
organ of the ILGWU; Max Easima
H. J. Gibbons, mternatlonal repre
sentative, United Retail Emplojree '
St. Louis Joint Council; Sol B. Hoff
man, presn‘lent Upholsterers Inte)
national Umon AFL; John Hayne:
Holmes: Sidney Hook; Layle Lane.
vice-president, American Federation
of Teachers; Ferdinand Lundperg;
Harry Lundeberg, president, Seaiar'
ers International Union: Arthur. G
McDowell, national representative i
Missouti, Textile Workers~ Univny
CIO; B. F. McLaurin, national sec-!
retary, March on Washington Move-
ment; Eugene Lyons; Dwight Mac 2
donald; Max Nomad; A. Philip~Ran
president, Brotherhood .of:
Sleeping -Car Porters, AFL; James
Rorly; Joseph Schlossberg, ‘vice-
president, Amalgamated CIothmg
Workers; Benjamin Stolberg; Nor=
man Thomas; Edmund Wilson; W. E\
Woodward.

World Voices on the Mescow Trials

In view of the considerable foot-
age given to lying about the Moscow
Trials in the movie, Mission to Mos-
cow, we think our readers may be
interested in several representative
qugtations from the world liberal and

labor press about the Moscow Trials,’

written at the time of the {rials. We
had originally intended them for the
two-page insert on Mission to Mos-
cow which we published several
weeks ago (and of which copies are
still available), but lack of space did
not permit it. '
]

“It is impossible without furthér
investigation to accept as authentic
much of the evidence given at the
Moscow Trial against Trotsky....

“It is significant that the two pris-
oners who acknowledged themselves
to be Trotskyists were the only two
who did not voice repentance. One
of them cried: ‘Long live the Lenin-
ist Party’ even as the death sentence
was pronounced.

“Bolh these prisoners, whilst ad-

. mitting that Trotsky had encouraged

opposition to the Stalin policy within
the Russian Communist Party, de-
nied that he had ever done &mything
to encourage {terrorisnr or a con-
spiracy against the life of Stalin or
the Soviet leaders.

“An impartial observer will natu-
rally tend to believe the prisoners
who maintained their attitude at the
trial rather than those who denied
their convictions.

“Trotsky's record in the revolu-
tionary movement demands that the
matter should not be left where it
is."—New Leader (official organ of
the Independent Labor Party, Eng-
land), August 28, 1936.

: °

“The official record of the court
proceedings, unfortunately, does not
decide the issue. The reader is not
helped by the fact that it is not a
transeript—instead, large sections of
important testimony are merely sum-
marized in terms nol usually to be
met with. in the récords of a court
of law. What is more disturbing,
there is no indication, with one mi-
nor exception, of the presence in
court of any documentary evidence

beyond the confessions which® ha
already ‘Been made in private exam
inations and set down in the gov-
ernment records.” —The Nation, Ne_
Yark, October .10, 1936.

A ®

“The feeling of socialist and dem-.
ocratic parties for humanity and jus-*
tice as well as the supreme interests
of the international working class:
movement forbid us in these critical
times to view with indifference the:
frightful juridical massacre which
has taken place in Mascow.” —Le
Peuple, Brussels. vk TR

® )

“With an ill-concealed joy and sat-"
isfaction, the bourgeois, fascist and
reactionary press comments upon the:
trial. It rubs its hands and smiles
happily betause the most™ intimate
communist co-workers of Lenin are.
being exterminated. Such things
must come to an end. We cannot
postpone matters . but must- discuss
them in a fundamental way. The.
working class has the right to know:
what the real background of this
trial is. The way to fascism is :pre-
pared if the workers merely accept
and believe things. We must see to
it that they know.’—Arbeiterbladet
(Norwegian Labor Party), Oslo..

°

“Whoever is not compelled as a
party-communist to renounce politi-
cal criticism will realize, from the
knowledge he has of Trotskyism, the
essential improbability of a cohspira-
cy to murder under the leadership of
Trotsky; he will easily find explana-
tions in the internal development of
Russia why Stalin decided just be-
fore the convocation of the new con-
stitutional Congress, to eliminate any’
murmur of opposition.”"—Sozialdemo
krat, Prague.

4 ;

“The more unworthy and con-
temptible the behavior of a certain
kind of slavish soul is on this gues-
tion, the more pressing becomes our
task to characterize the shoekmg;
spectacle of the Moscow Trials- for
what it is, and to descrlb_e it as it
appears to us and to all other honor
and truth-loving socialists.” — Volks-
recht, Zurich. E
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Chmese Exclusion

; One by one the skeletons in the closest
f the United, Nations break out of confine
ind dance a hair-raising jig on the stage
f public opinion. ‘
The hearings on the Chinese Exclusion
. Act currently being conducted before the
Dickstein Committee i Congress bring into
the open once more the seemingly contra-
dictory policy of the State Department
. and the government of punishing “"democ-
. racy’s friends’” and rewarding ““democra-
‘cy's enemies.”’
~ This was expressed in its most brazen
form just before the United States became
“involved” in the Second World War, when
every two-bit phony with a title of royalty
“was welcomed into the country with open
arms, while anti-fascist refugees were al-
lowed to perish from lack of visas. The
_traditional American policy of offering a
“haven to the victims of political and re-
 ligious persecution in the “Old World” has
 been dead a long time.
But the almost total exclusion of Chinese
people (as great an insult as was ever
- given any people) has had a long and dis-
honorable history. The Chinese people
now in this country came in before immi-
~ gration was totally shut off, or they were
smuggled in for a price by the captains of
“Pacific fishing vessels.
. Barred from obtaining jobs in the nor-
mal occupations because of bigotry, many
- of them put their meager savings into the
establishment of laundries and restaurants.
‘And in these fields some of them have be-
- come rich, and have learned the custom of
cruelly exploiting the poorer Chinese who
'Iwork for them. Thousands of others have
taken their place alongside of millions of
American workers.
. Repeal of the Exclusion Act would allow
100 Chinese to enter the country every
year. The argument that this would place
them in competition for jobs with Amer-
_ ican ‘workers, and that it therefore consti-
‘futes a threat to the American standard of
living, is too stupid to dignify with a de-
bate. The present Administration is doing
a “beautiful” job on the American stand-
ard of living, and the competition for jobs
in the post-war period will be sufficiently
fierce to ignore the complication of 100
more Chinese on the labor market.
But to deny to an “allied nation’ the
principle of equality and reciprocity is so
shdameful an insult that even Chiang Kai-
shek is reported to be ruffled. The whole
matter would be so much more idle discus-
sjon if it were not for the fact that it re-
veals for the Nth time the hypocritical na-
ture of the Allies’ prattle about democracy,
~equality and the fraternity of nations.
America preaches the “Open Door’’ policy
for U.S. business in Ching, but most cer-
tainly does not practice it for Chinese im-
migration here.
- When the capitalist system is overthrown
E ifj_n China (and everywhere else, for that
' matter), the Chinese people will be too

busy reconstructing their country along
genuinely democratic and socialist lines to
be thinking about emigrating to America.
And when the Socialist World Federation is
established, brothers and sisters, the world
will be big enough for everyone—to come
and go as we desire, regardless of race or
color. '

Net Profits

Big business organizations, such as the
National Association of Manufacturers
and the Chamber of Commerce of the
United States, have carried on a propa-
ganda campaign to the effect that despite
the big war contracts which were handed
to them by the government, taxes leave
them with little or no profit. They were
ably helped in this campaign by the big
business press, which assigned feature
writers to picture the sacrifice of big busi-
mess, making it appear as if they are giv-
ing their all in the war effort for practically
nothing at all.

Profits, of course, are not the same thing
as the big salaries which the chiefs of in-
dustry get. Fancy profits and dividends are
AN ADDITION. And it is common knowl-
edge that the big corporations get around
the tax rise by putting away funds for “con-
tingency'’ reserves and for post-war “‘emer-
gencies.” This, naturally, is something
which the worker cannot do.

On top of that, big business is given a
large number of plants and machinery to
use for the duration. These plants will be-
come theirs aftey the war. It will cost them
virtually nothing.

Here is a picture of the net incomes of
all the active corporations for the years
1939, 1940, 1941 and 1942. |

\

Net Income Federal Net Income

Before Fed- Income After Fed-

‘Year eral Taxes Taxes eral Taxes
1939 '___ $5,200,000,000 $1,200,000,000 $4,000,000,000
1940 _.___ 7,300,000,000 2,500,000,000  4,800,000,000
1941 ____13,800,000,000 6,600,000,000  7,200,000,000
1942 ___._18,800,000,000 12,000,000 000  6,800,000,000

How about 1943? For the first quarter
of this year, the National City Bank, in a
census of 260 leading industrial corpora-
tions, shows that net income after taxes is
seven per cent higher than i in the first quar-
ter of 1942, il
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y Labor and the Colonial

LABOR MUST DEFEND ITSELF!

1. Hands off the right to strike! For the de-
fense of civil rights and all workers’ rights!
Agninst any wartime dictatorship meas-
ures! )

2. $1.00-an-hour minimum pay! Time and
a half for overtime; double time for Sun-
day and holiday work. _

3. Wage increases to meet rising costs. No
wage or job freesing! Equal pay for equal
work!

4. For a greater share of the increasing na-

* tiongl income. For a higher standard of
living!

5. No sales tax on consumer goods! No tax
on wages! Against forced savings!

6. For control of price fixing and rationing
by committees of working class organiza-
tions. Freeze rents and consumer goods
prices at the 1940 level to stop the rise
in the cost of living.

7. No government contract without a union
contract.
dustries! )

8. Maintain and increase all government so-
cial services!

SOAK THE RICH—LET THEM
PAY FOR THEIR WAR!

9, A government levy on capital to cover
the cost of the imperialist war. Confis-
. cate all war profits! _
10, Conscript all war industries under work-
ers’ control!
11, Expropriate the “Sixty Families” — the
three per cent of the people who own
96 per cent of the national wealth!

WORK_ERS PARTY PLATFORM
Against Both Imperialist War Camps! For the Victory of World

of the Third Camp of Socialism!

The closed shop in all war in-

Peoples! For the Victory

DEMOCRATIC RIGHTS
TO THE DRAFTEES!

12, The right of free speech, free press.and
free assembly for the men in the armed
forces.

13. The right of soldt'erl to vote in all elec-
tions,

14. The right of all youth, male or female,
to vote at the age of eighteen. Old
enough to fight; old enough to work:
old enough to votel

15. For adequate dependency allowances
paid by the government with NO de-
ductions from the soldier’s pay. -

SMASH.JIM CROW!

16. Down with Jim Crow and anti-Semi-
tism! All discrimination against Ne-
groes in the Army and Navy or by em-
ployers in industry must be made a
criminal offense! =

For full political, social and economic
rquality for Negroes! :

PREPARED!

For Workers’ Defense Guards, trained
and controlled by the unions against
vigilante and fascist attacks!

For an Independent Labor Party and
a Workers’ Government! No political
support to the Roosevelt government!
For Peace Through Socialism! For the
independence of all colonies!

For a World Socialist Federation! Only
a socialist world will destroy capitalist
imperialism and fascist barbarism!

17.

BE
18.

19,

20.
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OPA ‘Rolls Back’’ Food

Prices To a 75% Increase

By SUSAN GREEN

Since 1939 milk-has gone up thirty
per cent, butter almost fifty per cent,
eggs more than fifty per cent. Since
last year, meat costs around fifty
per cent more, flour twenty-five per
cent more, potatoes "and cabbage
over a hundred per cent more.

The OPA is talking about a
“TEN PER CENT (!) roll-back”
on meats, coffee and butter, In
view of the above figures, that is

a laugh. The OPA is also promis-
ing a roll-back in the price of cab-
bage and lettuce. That also is a
laugh. For, according to figures of
the UAW-CIO, the new store prices
will still leave farm prices on these
items three times those of a year _
ago.

75 PER CENT HIGHER

It is no journalistic embellishment
to talk about millions of underfed
people. In a report by diverse New
York welfare agencies—such as the
Community Service Society, the De-
partment of Welfare of the City of
New York, the Jewish Social Service
Association and the Catholic Chari-
ties—strong confirmation is given to
the fact that many families are now
“finding it difficult, if not impossible,
to buy the milk, eggs, fresh vege-
tables, etc., that they need for a
proper diet.”

And ‘no wonder! In January,
1939, “a family of five had to
spend a minimum of $8.27 a week
for food, the kinds and amounts of
which were specified by nutrition-
ists from various welfare agencies.”
But now, due to increased prices,
“the same family must spend at
least $14.30,” A little arithmetic
shows that the family food bill per
week for five people is seventy-
five per ceni higher than in 1939.

These welfare organizations also
agree that.while the worker’s in-
come has increased, the increase is
“not enough to compensate for the
decided rise in food prices.”

Undoubtedly, the fight for-food
is the fight for higher wages. This
means that organized lahor must
break the death grip in which the
Little Steel formula holds wages.

But also, on the food front itself,
the working people of this country
can and must act in their own be-
half.

Back in April, 1942, P_resident
Roosevelt’s “stabilization” _program
laid an egg—except, of cm."'lrse, that
wages were put into steel chains.
Six months later another ‘stabiliza-
tion” blast came from Washington—
which tore more holes in workers’
pockets. Then came the ‘infamous
presidential “hold the line!’ edict—
the “hold” applying only te,wages.

No “Holds” on Prices e

There are .still no “holds” on
prices. They balloon merrily up-
ward. To be sure, new ceilings are
being fixed and unfixed all the time.
That makes life. more complicated,
but it doesn't lower prices—for the
simple reason that the new ceilings
are not lower, and in many cases
are actually higher. P

And, of course, everybod;r' knows
that ceilings are not observed. The
UAW-CIO states that a store-by-
store survey in Detroit K reveals
that forty-seven per cent of the

~ chain stores and supér -markets
and sixty-seven per cent of the in-
dependent stores are violating
ceiling prices. This is true of the
whole country. .

It is everybody’s secref, further-
more, that the black markets grow
like stink weeds. Plucking a few
out here and there only makes room
for more. Not the .OPA, but the
black markels are fixing prices! |

Workers and working class house-
wives are registering the fact that
nothing is being done for them—and
they are bestirring themselves to do
something for themselves. Such a
step was recently taken by the New
York City Joint Board of Hoiel and
Restaurant Workers when it urged
upon the 50,000 members of twelve
locals A BUYERS' BOYCOTT. In
other words, the hotel and restau-
rant workers of New York City are

starting to do a little price control-
ling on their own.

The New York board is also sug-
gesting to the Hotel and Restaurant
Employees International Alliance and

Bartenders International League of .

America to make the boycoit gen-
eral among the international's 300,-
000 members throughout the coun-
try.

For Public. ‘Exposure

Jay Rubig, presiden‘t of the New
York Hotel Trades Council, with a
5,000 membership, is sure “house-

wives could organize picket lines to

iproelaim that a certain shop is really
a black market.” He declared fur-
ther: :

“Public exposure of black mar-
kets would produce great pressure
for closing them up, or at least
forcing them to conform to legal
price schedules. It may be illegal
to paint the words black market’
on the windows of such shops, but
it would prove highly salutary.”

Exactlyl LABOR ACTION has
been pioneering for some such ac-
tion for months. Pickeling, painting,
or some other method —the main
idea is to DO something. There is
absolutely no doubt at all that a
buyer's boycott organized by the,
unions of this country, rallying work-
ing class housewives to active par-
ticipation, . would go far toward
pricking the price balloon.

David Siegel, president of the New
York Joint Board, which has ap-

proved a buyers’ boycott, had this to
say: “If the 50,000 members of our
twelve locals, as well as other trade
union members cooperate in this
movement, it won’t be long before
the sight of fresh vegetables, fruit
and other edibles speiling on shelves
will result in the profiteering mer-

chant and wholesaler seeing the
light.” :
That sounds like sense. A most

important item of business at the
next union meeting of every or-
ganized worker should be the
question of carrying out the idea
of the hotel and restaurant work-
ers, with demonstrations and pick-
eting by housewives. Such action
by the wm‘king people of the coun-
try will make not only profiteer-
ing merchants and wholesalers see
the light—but also -official Wash-
ington.

And out of such a boycott can
grow permanent committees of or-
ganized workers, housewives and
working farmers, to take over and
do the job on the food front that the
powers that be have wilfully flunked.
Such committees can fix fair prices,
force observance of ceilings, insti-
fute real rationing for rich and poor
alike, exterminate the black markets,
take steps to overcome food short-
ages. Such committees . can do the
job because organized labor, house-
wives and working farmers \consti-
tute that portion of the population
whieh thinks of food IN TERMS OF
LIFE—not in terms of farm' blocs
and profits.

AFL Survey Charges Food
Prices Up 70% in New York

By T. R. COBB

SEVENTY PER CENT! That’s
how much food prices have risen in
the Greater New York area in the
last two years, according to a survey
conducted by the American Federa-
tion of Labor. :

Based on prices obtained from
newspaper advertisements in Janu-
ary, 1941, the survey takes in “the
ordinary items of food which the av-
erage person must put on his table
if he is to have the strength to work.”
It does not include the retail prices
of most meat cuts, on which the in-
creases have soared even higher than
the enormous boosts: in every-day
grocery items,

This is fifty-five per cenl more
than the fifteen per cent “cost of

living adjustment” allowed by the -

WLB (We Louse-you-up Board),
and confirms LABOR ACTION's
repeatedly asserted charge that
“price control” as administered by
the OPA is a eruel mockery of the
phrase, and that the Little Steel
formula of the WLB is a hypocriti-
cal excuse to.hammer down the
living standards of the American
working class.

The AFL’s statement, as released
by George Meany, secretary-ireas-.
urer, follows:

“Fhe stark, appalling fact is that
the prlces of food are now so high
in' Greater New York that the aver-
age housewife is compelled to pass
up many of the foods which are es-
sential to a balanced, health-giving
diet. She is compelled to pass them
up because they are far beyond the
reach of her pocketbook.

“Let it not be forgotten that nine-
ty-six per cent of the 7,000,000 resi-
dents of New York's five boroughs
are people with small weekly in-
comes,

“Despite much careless falk of
high wages, the truth is that most
New Yorkers have received no in-
crease in the last three years or
have had purely nominal increases
amounting to three or five cents
an hour, or $1.50 to $2.00 per week.:

“Also, let it not be forgotten that
New York City has many thousands
of wives and children of servicemen
who must try to live somehow on
the fixed allowance given by the
government and -whose purchasing
power, small to begin with, has been
scverely-ﬁslashed by the increases in

the cost of food which have taken
place under the so-called .price con-
trol program.

“The figures show how tremen-
dously the prices of simple, basic
foodstuffs have increased.since Jan-
uary, 1941. They demonstrate that in
New York City, as in other cities
throughout the nation, price control
has been an ufter mockery insofar
as it relates to the ordinary items of
food which the average person must
put on his table if he is to have the
strength to work.”

Accepting the AFL’'s report as a
fair estimate (we think it is the
closest to the truth we’ve seen juntil
now), exactly who is the OPA (Office
of Profiteering Advancement) trying
to kid with its desperate ballyhoo of
a “roll-back" in prices?

In an announcement by the De-
partment of Labor on May 19 that
the cost of living has risen twenty-
one per cent since January, 1941 (a
disgraceful underestimation by at
least sixty per cent), Secretary Per-
kins admitted that from February 15
to March 15 of this year there was
an advance averaging 13.2 per cent in
the prices of fresh fruits and vege-
tables, with increases of about forty
per cent in cabbage, green beans and
sweet potatoes, of eighteen per cent
in white potatoes (potatoes have ac-
tually gone up 400 per cent) and
thirteen per cent for apples.

President Roosevelt’s vow to the
miners, delivered on the occasion
of his strike-breaking radio address
to the latter, to stabilize prices in a
“foll-back,” can be taken with the
same seriousness as his previous
promises—all rolled together they
aren’'t worth a wad of second-hand
chewing gum. Snipping off a pen-
ny or: two from prices that have
risen a hundred times as much, and
then insisting upon the enforce-
ment of the WLB Liitle Steel for-
mula, is as brazen a two-faced pol-
icy as the workers of this country
have ever confronted.

LABOR ACTION's program of
price control is the only one that
can achieve genuine results. Com-
mittees of housewives, trade union-
ists and working farmers CAN con-
trol prices. Immediate, substantial
wage increases CAN bring a meas-
ure of relief into the price situation.
A roll-back in prices to the 1940 lev-
els CAN bring back a healthful diet
to at least part of the American pop-
ulation!

"Russ
ussia

Fourth in a Series of Lectures on the War by-

MAX SHACHTMAN

Russia’s Alliances
Stalin’s War Aims and Post-War Plans
What Does the Dissolution of the Comintern Mean? .

in the War' ’

Friday, June 11,'8:15 p.m.
Single Admission—25 Cents

QUESTIONS AND DISCUSSION

Main Auditorium, Labor Temple
14th St. and 2nd Ave., New York
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MR. LERNER

‘Ideas Are Weapons,
But How Use Them?

By A. A. B.

The big capitahst has gold, and to preserve it
he cases himself in brass. He will not only do any-
thing; he will say anything. But there are sorne
hired scribblers who act as mouthpieces for capi-
tal. They themselves are not capitalists. No, sir!
They write long books to show the evils of capi-
talism. They are even in favor of 'Tevolution, of
revolution in general; that is to say, of revolutions
which took place in the past and those which are
sto come fifty years from now. But show them, not
an actual, struggling, living revolution, but the
mere hint of one, and these fellows set up such a
howling agaihst it, you cannot hear your own
voice. A typical, a significant, an exemplary rep-
resentative of this breed is Max Lerner.

‘ VARIOUS TYPES OF DEMOCRACY

Before we introduce the learned gentleman
himself, let us look for a moment at the revolution
which has him so seared. It is the coming revolu-
tion in Germany. Says Mr. Lerner himself in PM,
April 30:

“As the Germans are being pressed back into
what they call their Festung-Europa, and the last
chapters of the war prepare to be written, vast
public discussion (begins) of what we shall do
\mth our enemies whén we have beatén them in
war.”

There Mr Lerner is nght The books and ar-
ticles are appearing in a thlckenmg stream. Ler-
ner reviews two of them. Their names are not im-
portant. One of them suggests that the Germans
make war because their family life is built around
the dominant father. Another one suggests that !
the average German suffers from “paranocia,” a
need to dominate othérs and o .feeling that he i$
being persecuted. This, if you please, is the socio-
logical analysis of the capifalist thinkers in Amer-
ica, in the fourth decade of the twentieth century.
1t is, of course, a lot of hooey.

Lerner finds both books “suggestwe but, made—
quate.” He knows better. He has studied history
and political economy. He is evén in favar ot
revolution. He says so in his article: “There is an
unfulfilled revolution in Ger:many, with whlch the
German people have a rendezvous.” So far, so
good. Nothing could be better. The idea is unim-
peachable. The phrasing is precise and dramatic.
Suppose we make cle;i;' exactly what the unful-
filled revolution in Germany is.

Democracy  is of niany kinds. In Greece, in its
best days, there was a truly wonderful democracy
—if you were a free man. The famous Greek de-
mocracy rested on the merclless exploitation of
hundreds of thousands of slaves, In France, in
1789, there took place the great French Revolu-
tion. _Thls laid the basis of bourgeois or capitalist
democracy: freedom of speech; parliamentary gov-
ernment, freedom of assocxatlon for workers, ete.

It did not, all come at once. At times some of it
was lost. But, by and latge, the revolution estab-
lished these things in principle, A French King
and many people lost their heads before this was
done. In England, also, democracy was establlshed
by a revolution, and there too a ng and others
of his friends lost their heads. In America, democ-
racy was established in the War of Independence,
and George III didn't lost his head, only because
he took good care to keep it on the other sidé of
the water.

Britain, France, America, decade- by decade, de-
veloped the democracy which had been established
in principle by the various revolutions. But in all
of these countries the democracy; as in Greece, had
a definite, economic basis. This basis was the own-
ership of the means of production, land and capi-
tal, by a comparatively small section of the po'pu-
lation. '

Then, in 1917, came #nother type of democracy.
In Russia the workers and peasants overthrew the
capitalist class and made the means of production,
land and capital, common property. So that,
broadly speaking, you can have democracy based
on slavery, you can have democracy based on capi-
talist property, and you can have democracy baséd
on a genuine collective ownarshlp of the means of
production—proletarian or workers' democracy,

CAPITALISM—OR SOCIALISM!

Now Germany in 1914 was a democracy. It
was not so advanced a defocracy as Arnerica, but
there was an elected Parliament with votes for
all; there were mumclpalltnes, thére was freedom
of the press; there was a powerful trade union
movement and a powertul labor parliamentary
group. But all this was on the basis of capitalist
production, and by 1914, as readers of LABOR AC-
TION are aware, capitalist society in each major
country was engaged in desperate preparation to
crush its rivals for control of the world market.

After four years of terrible suffering, Ger-
many lost, and the infuriated people drove out
the Kaiser and established a republic—the ‘famous
Weimar Republic. It was a wonderful republic, a
democratic republic, with a constitution writte'h
by a learned democratic professor and approved
by all the Max Lerners; German and otherwise

Every democratic liberty which the professor
and his friends could find in every country, tﬁey
incorporated into the constitution. It was the lat-
est model in democratic constitutions. Only—it

. lefs intact the capitalistic basis of German sociéty.
It left the landlords with the land and the: great
industrialists- with the capital. You know what
happened.

The developed capitalist economy, whether it
is ruled by a King or by a President, demands ex-
pansion. As Wwas inevitable, the German economy

. took the course it had taken under the Kaiser.

For Germany, it was either socialism, collective
ownership, or capitalism and imperialist war. Thé
industrialists saw this quite clearly. They smashed
the wonderful constitution to bits. Britain and
America, Germany, Japan and Italy prepared for
another redivision of the world, and we are all
where we are today.

‘(Continued next week)
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Have You Read ‘India in Revolt'?

I you haven’t read Henry Judd's magnificens
pamphlet, published by the Workers Parly, lose
no time in getting your copy. With India in the
news daily, no worker should be without detailed
knowledge of the situation in that country, Order
from the Workers Party, 114 West 14th Street, New
York; N. Y. 25 cents per copy; 20 cents in bundles of
five or more,
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