Anti-Labor Rickenbacker Cashes In
Nets $226,000,
Did NO Work!

It wasn’t so long ago that Capt. Eddie Rickenbacker was trav-
eling about the country denouncing the labor movement and the
workers in general for their demand for wage increases t6 meet
the rising cost of living. Rickenbacker became the mouthpiece for
the policies of the National Association of Manufacturers and the
Chamber of Commerce of the United States, by opposing overtime
pay rates, wage increases and a general imptovement of the living
standards of the workers. His main effort was to create a division
between the workers at_home and the workers in unifarm.

But the true anti-labor bias of the Captain was most graphi-
cally revealed in a speech where he opposed wage increases and
at the same time denounced the Administration proposal for a
$25,000 yearly salary limit. He was for no limits on bosses’ sala-
ries!

While in Moscow recently on some “special’’ mission for the
War Department, a report was made public about Rickenbacker’s
huge profits in a stock deal. These huge profits were made pos-
sible directly by the war and puts him in the class of war profiteers.
The following story on the details of the stock deal is reprinted

- e

from the United Automobile Worker of July Ist:

Those speeches Eddie Rickenbacker delivered to business
men’s groups and assorted labor-haters a few months ago
were worth their weight in gold.

Not gold in the sense of helpful truth, but gold in its ac-
tual sense—gold in the form of American dollars,

The dollars went into Rickenbacker's pocket.

While Rickenbacker was going through the country réead-

ing '_pr.épured speeches denouncing the “selfishness”

of labor,

he was reaping the benefit of wartime profits to the extent of

exactly $226,000,
These are the facts:

According to Standard Statistics, which reports corporate
affairs, Eastern Airlines, Inc., of which Rickenbacker is presi-
dent, gave him the right some time back to purchase 20,000
shares of Eastern Airlines at $10 a share, and 5,000 shares
at $32, REGARDLESS OF THE PRICE IN THE OPEN MAR-

KET.
By December 31,

1942, Rickenbacker still had an option

to purchase 8,000 shares at $10 and 5,000 at $32.
According to the Securities and Exchange Commission re-

¢ port for April, 1943, Eddie Rickenbacker has picked up the

8,000 shares. These shares in the open market are today

worth $38.25 each.

Get out your pencil and start figuring.

this:

It comes down to

Rickenbacker paid $80,000 (if he paid anything at all
in cash) for $306,000 worth of stock. That gave Ricken-
backer a net profit, without a day’s work, of $226,000.

» The present high value of Eastern Airlines stock has, of

course, been created by the company’s lush wartime pros-

‘ perity.

The war has brought tragedy and suffering to millions of
Americans, but to Rickenbacker it brought $226,000 in easy

profit.

The same war that has taken your son or brother, and
may take his life, brought Eddie Rickenbacker $226,000 in

wartime profit.

P.S.—Rickenbacker in 1942 collected a salary of $35,519
for Eastern Aircraft. For pocket money, no doubt.

With the necessary apologies to the United Automobile
Worker, we should like to add our own P.S.: Mrs. Eddie Ricken-

backer. has,

in .the absence of her husband, carried on for him

with. anti-labor, pro-big business speeches. There is good reason
for this. She shares in her husband’s profits!

Michigan. State CIO Delegates
Adopt Militant Program: Against
No-anke Pledge— For Labro Party

B}r GEORGE BAKER

DETROIT—The plot of the Commu-
nist Party to capture the largest
CIO state set-up in the country was
decisively defeated at the sixth an-
nual convention of the Michigan
CIO Conuncil held June 28 to July 1
at Masonic Temple.

In 'a four-day running battle,
which had been prepared for on both
sides for many months, the Stalinists
were licked on every controversial
issue: the no-strike pledge, labor par-
ty, miners' strike, incentive pay, la-

bor unity and in the elections to the

new state executive board.

This was at the same time a defeat
for ‘the top leaders of the CIO and
the UAW, whose policies were repu-
diated, ‘and whose speeches failed to
line’ up 4 majority of the 1,200 dele-
gates, overwhelmingly representing
the UAW-CIO.

The leading core of the anti-Stalin-
ist coalition was formed by the dele-
gates from the more militant UAW-
CIO locals in the state who for many
months have worked together with-
in their own international and in the
CIO at large for a progressive union
policy to meet the employers' offen-
sive, such as the abrogation of the
no-strike pledge, scrapping the Lit-
tle Steel formula and for inecreases in
wages to meet the rising cost of liv-
ing, against incentive pay-piecework
schemes, for support of the miners
strike and for an independent labor
party in the state and in the nation.

Their . main spokesmen include
Emil Mazey, Briggs Local 212; Paul
Silver, Local 161; James Lucas, Pon-

el

tiac Local 653; President Carey of
Chrysler Local 7 and President Rey-
nolds of Dodge Local 3, the two last-
named being heads of locals which
were recently involved in strikes.

Other anti - Stalinist forces united
with this grouping to prevent Stalin-
ist organizational domination of the
convention and the new state execu-
tive board. These forces include sup-
porters of the old state CIO presi-
dent, August Scholle, a Philip Mur-
ray appointee as regional CIO direc-

tor in Michigan, the Association of-

Catholic Trade Unionists, and some
ex-socialists. There was no pretense
of unity in this coalition on issues
of policy, some of the supporters of
the above mentioned groups voting
with the Stalinists against the resolu-
tion to rescind the no-strike pledge.

The Neo-Strike Pledge

Despite the fact that the Stalinists,
with the aid of speeches from Army

*men and high union officials, were

able to carry a ritualistic resolution
commending President Roosevelt's
veto of the Smith-Connally bill and
praising Philip Murray's leadership
and policies, including the no-strike
course, “everyone understood that
in practice there was a call for
rescinding the no-strike pledge.
After heated debate the resolution
was adopted.

At the remaining sessions the Sta-
linists made innumerable efforts to
get a roll-call vote, reconsider the
question and introduce contradic-
tory resolutions. On two occasions

(Continued on page 2)
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A PAPER IN THE INTERESTS OF LABOR

FOOD OR PROFITS?

Big Business Profiteers and Their Political
Lackeys Join Hands to Soak the People

By Gertrude Shaw

The Senate has overridden the President’s veto of the anti-subsidy bill. The farm bloc has |ts own ideas on what will fu.

ther the interests of big business farmmg.

The extreme crisis on the food front is due to one cause, and one cause alone. The largest private profit interests of the

country dominate the food industry, as they do every other branch of the country’s economy. These interests are bent on.

using the war to increase their fortunes, come what may.

KEEPIN’ US FLYIN'
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Highlights of the MOW Conference

Randolph Opposes March on Capital

Special to LABOR ACTION

CHICAGO — The National Confer-
ence of the March on Washington
Movement has concluded its five-
day sessions, June 30-July 4, here.
One hundred and four delegates
from wvarious parts of the country
met and adopted a series of propo-
sals concerned with the increasing
wave of Jim Crow on all fronts.

Not until literally the last hour of
the final’ business session of the con-
vention did the real sentiments and
needs of the Negro masses .assert
themselves for a mass march on
Washington to demand their social,
economic and political rights.

D. Grant, a*delegate from'the mili-
tant St. Louls MOW organization,
arose and moved that the conference
set a specific date for a mass march
on Washington. The delegate from
the Detroit MOW, J. Butler, and
others declared themselves strongly
in favor of the march proposal.
Mass March on Washington Stalled

Here, however, Philip Randolph.
national director of the MOW, who,
during the entire existence of the
MOW, has been the chief instrument
in stalling and preventing the actual
consummation of the march, inter-

'tional Committee,

‘vened again to ward off the adoption

of this proposal which committed
him and the MOW irrevocably to a
march on Washington.

The proposal attually adopted, af-
ter only a brief discussion of the
march proposal itself, left to the Na-
headed by Ran-
dolph, any final decision on a date,
or whether to march at all.

Thus the prospect of a march on
Washington rests in Randolph's
hands, which means that the MOW
will not march unless the rank and
file of the MOW and with the in-
creasing support of Negro working
‘class forees, inside and outside the
labor unions, compel the MOW t{o
carry through a march on Wash-
ington, the seat of Jim Crow. So
far as Randolph is concerned, he

will vote.every time to vote for a -

march “in time,” if necessary, but
not actually to march.

This brief last-minute discussion
of the march, which is presumably
one of the chief purposes of the
MOW, was the only one in which
militant action was' proposed. All
the other sessions had the 'lackadai-
gsical atmosphere of a wake.
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Pacifist Good Will Program Adopted

The heralded MOW conference
adopted as its main program a series
of proposals entitled “Non - Violent
Good Will Direct Action.” It is this
program and outlook of pacifistic,
Gandhistic resistance to the Detroit
Ku Kluxers, the Southern lynchers,
poll-tax rulers and congressional
bourbons; to rampant Jim Crow in
the armed forces; to 'discrimination
in the “defense” plants; and to seg-

regation and discrimination against

Negroes in all walks of life, which
pervaded the atmosphere of the con-
ference during all its sessions.

The resolution on “Non - Violent
Good Will Direct Action” calls for
a peaceful, non-violent campaign on
jobs, on transportation, civil or dem-
ocratic rights, against Jim Crow in
the armed forces, and on constitu-
tional rights (poll-tax, etc.). “Non-
violent public pressure” is to be ap-
plied. Such obvious methods and
procedures as pamphlets, bulletins,
educational work and mass meetings
are stressed.

“We have got to get rid of violence
first,” was the essential emphasis of
various speakers. “If they hit us, we
know they (the Jim Crowers) are

The picture has not been changed becuuse
the President has prevailed on the House of Reﬁq ;
resentatives to give its very reluctant and very
limited—if not nominal—agreement to the tem
porary payment of some food subsidies. Even if
the Senate had followed the action of the House
in sustaining the veto, the food crisis would re-

main unrelieved.

To hail such feeble and farcical gestures as.
a solution of the muddled food question is to plcly1
the part of the ostrich. To interpret such mislead-
ing maneuvers as a yielding by the rapacious big
farm bosses to the needs of the people, is to un-
derstand nothing about politics. b

Just how ominous the food situation is, is in-

Sun Shipyard
Election Puts,

CIO in Lead

PHILADELPHIA—The National La-
bor Relations Board election to de-
cide the bargaining agent at Sun
Shipyards practically ended in a
dead heat, with sixty-one challenged
votes holding the final decision.

The vote was as follows:

ClO sy 12,816
Company union ... 11,906
No union ... .. 864
Challenged ... .. 61

The CIO must secure a clear ma-
jority of all voles cast {o be de-
clared the winner. In the event
enough of the challenged votes go
to the compahy union or for no
union, it will be necessary to held
a run-off election with  just the
CIO and the company union on
the ballot.

The election culminated a long-
drawn-out and hotly contested fight
to organize the yards. The" CIOQ
drive started in 1935 with the char-
tering of Local 2, Industrial Union
of Marine and Shipbuilding Workers.
A premature strike in 1936 was
broken when the company obtained
fire trucks to break the picket line
and lead a “back to work” move-

(Continued on page 2)

not to blame. It's the system.” The
latter is true enough,'only it is not
a sufficient answer. However, as one
delegate, Bayard Rustin—apparently
the exponent of the MOW’'s tech-
mique of “Non- Violent Good Will
Direct Action” — stated: “We will
not wage war with violence.” Paul-
ine Meyers, national secretary of the
MOW, ecstatically and {ruly pro-
nounced, they were “under the spell
of the non-violence technique.” In-
deed, in presenting and reporting on
(Continued on page 4)

dicated by the recent incredss:
in ration point values on meat,
canned fruits and other item:
There is no meat to be had for
love or money because the cat-
tle kings ure keeping millions
of pounds of meat on the ‘hoof
for higher profits. The [OPA
scratches its head and produces

"solution”—RAISE THE RA-
TION POINTS ON THE MOST
POPULAR CUTS OF MEAT, 50?
MAYBE PEOPLE WON'T ASK%

FOR THEM. 3§
The high prices of l‘reshﬁ\g
fruit put this indispensable’ ‘

food outside the reach of mosl-f
working class families — fhe,,
War Labor Board admitting ‘.!,,-
57.9 per cent increase in the

"
i

prices of fresh fruits and vég‘g-_-'.\;
tables from October, 1942, to
April, 1943, THE OPA
“SOLVES"” THIS PRICE PROB-
LEM BY RAISING THE RA-
TION POINTS ON CANNED
FRUITS SO THAT PEOPLE!
CAN'T BUY EITHER CAN!‘«!ED‘%
OR FRESH FRUIT. And'pours
;0il on the fires, by increasing the
prlces ‘af; canned : ‘vegetables. ; QN e
So critical is the food situation théi. 3

a milk strike is threatened by
dalry producers 7

So tight is the control by the
black markets that a strike by ﬂi? i
kosher butchers of New York City
against the poultry ring accom-
plished absolutely nothing. i

So rapidly are prices rising that 7
even the timid leaders of the CIO .
and the AFL, who hesitate to fight
for the basic needs of their work-
ers, have had to warn their smil-
ing pal in the White House. They
told the President that there must
be a roll-back in prices or there
will be an unrestrainable move-
ment by all workers for a roll-up,
in wages. S
Mark Sullivan, shrewd 'Washing-

ton reporter for the New York Her-..
ald Tribune, observes: “To persuade °
the labor leaders not to make their
demand, Mr. Roosevelt undertook to,
roll back prices of food. It was for ni
this he used subsidies.” Mr. Sul_li
van says that the President’s
sistence on present subsidies “

(Continued on page 3)
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terest aroused in the paper.

and sold.

Chicago Gets 67 Subs at MOW Meet |

CHICAGO—Sixty-seven subscriptions to LABOR ACTION were ob-
tained at the National Conference of the March on Washington Move- |
ment in Chicago by LABOR ACTION agents. Three thousand copies |
of LABOR ACTION, containing articles pertaining to the MOW Con-' [

ference, were distributed to delegates and visitors to the sessions and
public meetings held by the MOW,
favorable comments on the contents of LABOR ACTION were freely

expressed. The number of subseriptions obtained is evidence of the in-

The papers were accepled eagerly;

In addition, a quantity of The New International were distributed % :I'.Z
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NEwé AND VIEWS FROM THE LABOR FRONT

‘took  over

‘ceeded to

‘to elect a chairman was put,

. chairman and
‘.ceased his protests when he saw that
3 ‘the temper of the men was set to

NPT

.-'_‘:‘.""— _“v-{.'-ifv e

e e

N PEDRO For the first time in
ight months- of dictatorial supervi-
on by Administrative Director W.
Pollard, the membership of Ship-
d ‘Workers Union, Local 9, CIO,
the monthly meeting,
lected its own chairman and pro-
conduct a democratic
meeting. There was tension among
the men, filled with resentment
ainst Pollard, who, with character-
-lsi_.ic arrogance, cut across parlia-

. mentary procedure to assert his legal
_ ‘position as “boss”
~ at times this led to disorder. Despite

of the loeal, and

his, the meeting as a whole pro-
As the meeting convened, a motion
and
who customarily acts as
supreme arbitrator,

Pollard,

ment. - Utilizing the low morale of
e men following the strike, com-
pany stooges organized the Sun Ship
mployees Association.

John Pew, company president,
labor hater, reactionary and Re-
publican political boss of Pennsyl-
vania, threw every weapon and
device known {o union busters
Anto ' the fight. Intimidation, race
hq,treﬂ. injunctions, court decisions,
bribes for stooges, layoffs, and fir-

“patriotic’ appeals on behalf of the
‘arsenal of democracy.”

The CIO responded with stoppages,
tdowns, demonstrations, protest

‘did ‘$olidarity between Negro and
“course, they were actually defeated
in their no-strike policy.

hite workers.

Over a year and a half ago the

~ company began building_ an addi-
“ tional yard with the announcement

.ﬂ‘:\at it was to be solcly for Negroes,
affording members of the race a
“splendid opportunity” to make good.

" The CIO branded it for what it was,

.an, attempt to divide the wozkers
along race lines in order to use the
-_hewly trained Negro workers as
ldt.Ipes in the company union. ;
‘' However, the Negro. workers' soon
learned that Mr. Pew was not real
@:iend of the colored race. After the
“Arst milk and honey to attract Ne-
groes to the yards, they began- tast-
ing some of the bitter pills known to
't:he older employees— poor safety
eondltmns. Tfavoritism ,in promotions
.&hd raises, helpers domg, mechanies’
.'Qrk at helpers’ rates, and the other
‘means of exploitation in open shops.
.~ When the first batches of Negro
~Wworkers signed up with the CIO
: t_héy learned how really intferested
. Mr. Pew was in their welfare. He
moved immediately to give them
~the worst of his anti-union ammu-
nition to punish them for their
“lingratitude.” Ilis company  union
h}ﬂ the gall to declare in leaflets

' signed by a Negro stooge that Ne-
. graes who joined the CIO were

- #howing poor gratitude to the “man
_ who_took them from shoe shining,

'ﬂl!h washing, portering, sweeping,

‘elc,, and gave them the chance of

: (Continued from page’ }}
motions to reconsider were over-

~ whelmingly defeated.

. The Labor Party Resolution

' Paul Silver, chairman of the
legislative and political action com-
,mittee, introduced the ‘pro-Labor
“Party resolution which in sub-
_stance followed the one adopted at

: ﬁm recent convention of Labor's

Non-Partisan League here. (See
_LABQR ACTION, June 21.) It
_called for “the immediate estab-
lishment of an independent parfy

- of labor and working farmers, Ne-

_gro organizations, AFL, Railroad
‘Brotherhoods and all liberal
groups and called upon the state
CIO president to “establish a com-
~“mittee of sevenieen members who
favor an independent party, one
‘from each congressional district, to
‘work under one central director to
wobtain and coordinate the active
- participation of the AFL, Railroad
‘Brotherhoods, independent unions,
- farmers’ unions, political workers
.organizations.” Within four months
_'a convention to launch the party
was to be called.

 After -extremely lively debate
(on a voice wvote— which sounded
ike a majority of ayé votes), the
chairman announced that the resolu-
fion was defeated. A number of the
pro-Labor Party delegates protested
the ruling and sought to get the
oor but the chairman adjourned
he session for the day.

On the following day, Thursday,
he committee came in.with a re-

~yised resolution. The motivation for

the formation of a Labor Party was
.modified to include. the contentioh
hat “support for President Roosevelt
in "Michigan can bestbe served by

an Independent Labor Party,” and

- dngs for CIO men, all mingled with °

committees, strike threats and splen-'

. Little

run their own meeting. A large per-
centage of the members present were
repair workers, many of whom were
giving up double time in order to
attend the Sunday meeting, and they
were determined to have control of
the meeting.

Pollard, who recently has been
giving lip service to the idea of re-
storing autonomy to Local 9, demon-
strated again and again how he is
really opposed to any word or ac-
tion that would open the way to the
restoration of local autonomy and
his removal as director. Any attempt
to criticize his administration met
with arbitrary attempts to rule it out
of order. At one time when opposi-

" tion to him was especially vehement

he threatened to cancel all union
meeiings! . After eight months, this
man, who came to the West Coast

»un Ship Elections--

Every incident of discrimination
against Negroes in CIO shops was
the occasion of another company un-
ion leaflet. The riots in Mobile and
Beaumont, the strike at Packard and

" $imilar incidents were played up.

The worst tferror was unloosed
against the Negro CIO men in an
effort to make them feel that they
were laking it in the neck and being
left holding the bag by the white
CIO men. However, the white work-
ers again and again went to the front
for their colored brothers.  Unable
to crack the solidarity of the work-
ers, the infuriated company guards
often unloosed physical attacks upon
workers. In the last week before the
election, a group of over-excited
guards fired into a crowd of work-
ers, wounding seven, one of whom
died. Both the guards and workers
involved were Negroes.

Despite all company efforts, the
all-Negro yard was cracked by the
CIO and this attempt to build a com-
pany union -citadel on race hatred
was smashed.

The Sun Ship workers now face
the next stage of their fight, They
must organize a well-run, efficient,
rank and file governed local. The
slim election margin can give real
union men no real feeling of secu-
rity. The job of making Sun Ship
a citadel of militant unionism must
slill be finished.

with the promise not only to organ-
ize and vitalize Local 9, but to or-
ganize the rest of the Los Angeles
area shipyards into the CIO, is re-
duced to threatening to cancel all
union meetings! )

Local Works on Wage Demands

An important step taken by the
meeting was to set up a committee
to prepare data on' the tremendous
increase in the cost of living in this
area prepartory ito demanding a raise
in the basic wage scale to offset this
daily wage cut. From now on the
wage question is definitely on the
agenda. For once, the Stalinists, who
scream in pain at any mention of a
wage raise for workers, remained si-
lent. Lopez did not Tise and present
his slogan: “Don't waste shoe leather
on a picket line—send a penny post-
card to your congressman instead.”

Another progressive act of the
meeting was to approve the contri-
bution of $100 to the defense of Kel-
ly Postal, union militant framed by
the capitalist courts Jn Minnesota.
The membership of Postal's union,
the Minneapolis General Drivers Lo-
cal, voted to leave the AFL and
join the CIO and directed Postal as
treasurer to bring the funds along
with them. ZFor carrying out the
mandate of the membership, an-ele-
mentary duty of any trade unionist,
Postal . was tried and convicted on
charges of embezzlement.

A simple and all too common case
of persecution of a good unionist.
However, Postal is also a member of
the Socialist Workers arty, therefore
a “Trotskyist.”” Consequently he not
only faces the persecution of the
capitalist class, its courts and gov-
ernment, but also the persecution of
the Socialist Workers Party, therefore
any influence they have done their
utmost to sabotage any:aid to thls
Minneapolis trade unionist.

On this question the Stalinist
clique in Local 9 was again silent
and no opposition to this contribu-
tion was voiced. Perhaps they were
squelched by the fact that in the
election for chairman of the meet-
ing their man, W. E. Bluhm, ran
third in a field of three.

Activizing the Membership

At the June meeting of Local 9
practically - the whole meeting was
taken up by a discussion of the apa-
thy of the vast majority of the mem-
bership. Out of a book membership
of upward of 15,000, meetings are at-

seal 9 Rank and File Bucks Pollard

tended by two and three hundred
members, As a result of that dis-
cussion a cominittee was set up that
begcame known as the “union-build-
ing committee.” At the last meeting
it brought in its report, the result
of six weeks of work.

Briefly, the report called for the
establishment of regular meeting
dates, .attempis to solve the seri-
ous transportation problem, fuller
attempts te publicize and make the
meetings attractive, ete. In addi-
tion, the report presented a pro-
gram to educate the membership,
especially those new to the union
movement, in the purpose of union
meetings and the necessity of at-
tending them. On this, too, the
committee had specific and worth-
while proposals. The report con-
cluded with a call for the restora-
tion of local autonomy to end the
prevalent feeling that the wunion
does not belong to the men but is
the personal property of Pollard.

Pollard attacked the report on the
ground that the committee had func-
fioned for six weeks and had not
succeeded in getting the 15,000 mem-
bers of Loecal 9 to attend the next
union meeling. A committee, with
only advisory powers, had not suc-
ceeded in accomplishing in six weeks
a task which Pollard, with complete
and total power, has not succeeded
in doing in eight months—getting the
membership out to meetings. Pol-
lard should fix the responsibility
where it belongs.

Pollard also attacleed the commit-
tee on the phony alibi that it repre-
sented only two' minorities, the Sta-
linists and the Trotskyists. He could
not permit, he declaimed, the hand-
ing over of the union to any minor-
ity. What Pollard forgeis, but the
men don’t, is that he himself is the
tiniest possible minority in the local
—one man, with complete power.

A proposal from the floor that
depariments in the wvarious yards
be organized, with their own offi-
cers and regular meetings be held
to discuss conditions on the job
met with general approval. This
basic organization of the men right
on the job has been neglected too
long. Such meétings, with officers
and stewards directly representing
the men, is' the keystone of any
strong and demgocratic union. With
Pollard’s approval now on record,
progressives in all yards should
proceed with" this’ important task.

Sperfy' Local 450
Ranks Need Real
Union Contract!

Resentment and discontent ran
high in the New York Sperry Local,
No. 450, of the United Electrical &
Radio Workers, when they were in-
formed through a posted bulletin
that $2.00 was to be deducted from
their pay checks on July 1 and $2.00
more on July 23, to be applied on
back dues retroactive to April.

Last spring the union obtained a
maintenance - of - membership agree-
ment which included check-off of
dues, then" established at $1.00 a
month, starting April 15. The mat-
ter of a coniract was left pending,
and still is.

At the membership meeting held
at that time, the proposals regard-
ing maintenance - of - membership,
check-off and dues were presented .
and voted on as a wunit. While
many union members were in fa-
vor of the check-off, they wanted
the payment of dues to start when
the union had obtained a signed
contract from the company. Since
the whole thing, however, was tel-
escoped into one motion, the mem-
bership voted to accept the pro-
posals. The matter of dues pay-
ment did not come up wuntil last
week, when the members were in-
formed that they would have to
pay retroactive dues.

When word got around about the
bulletin, workers in building after
building became very resentful. At
the Bush 7 and 8 buildings feeling
ran so high that the leadership was
forced to call a meeting after work.
Here the members stated that they
favored the check-off, but wanted
dues to start when a contract had
been signed. A general membership
meeting was demanded where the
whole problem can once again be
discussed, this time with the issues
separated.

This kind of confusion could have
been avoided had the Ilocal been
holding regular membership meet-
ings where information concerning
the status of the contract negotia-
tions could have been given to the
membership and where the member-
ship in turn could have discussed and
decided on what kind of a coniract
it wants.

The demonsiration around the
payment of dues must be taken as
a sign that the membership is tired
of waiting for the contract—and
that one must be signed soon. Reg-
ular membership -meetings must be
held and a local constitution drawn
up. The local must begin to func-
tion as a full-fledged union.

WLB Hits Akron Rubber Workers

AKRON-—Passage of the Smith-Con-
nally anti-strike bill by Congress is
credited here with preventing a re-
sumption of the big May rubber
strike on June 30, when the War La-
bor Board again refused to grant
any more than three cents an hour
inerease to 50,000 Akron workers.
The May strike had fprced the
WLB into “reconsidering” its three-
dent decision, which had applied the
Steal formula to the whole
national rubber indusiry instead of
on a plant-by-plant basis. Goodrich
Local No. 5 of the United Rubber
Workers had given the WLB until
June 16 to act on this reconsidera-

more along that line. It called for
the appointment of a subcommittee
which for ninety days will explore
the sentiment for independent politi-
cal action among the organizations of
labor,, professional people, farmers
and other groups interested, and af-
ter that period will submit a full
report of-its activities and findings to
the state executive board. The board
shall circulate this report among the
CIO 1locals and within thirty days
after the report has been submitted
to the state executive board a ref-
crendum vote shall be conducted on
the question: “Do You Favor the
Setting Up of an Independent Politi-
cal Party?” Voting of locals is to
take place "under “supervision of
certified public accountants.” The
voting shall not exceed thirty ‘days
and the results shall be announced
within ten days after the voting has
ended.

Stalinists Continue Their Fight

The modified resolution, in its
warm praise of President Roosevelt,
was a concession to the right wing
of the anti-Stalinist bloc. August
Scholle, who had spoken against the
previous resolution, spoke for the re-
vised resolution on the grounds that
his previous objections had been re-
moved. As he stated the matter, the
original resolution was a definite
mandate for the organization of a
Labor Party,  while the new one
called for investigation, consultation,
ete. The Stalinists, of course, con-
tinued to attack the resolution.

When the voice voie was taken

and the chairman announced that
the resolution was carried, bedlam
broke loose. The Stalinists shouted
and ran toward the platform,
threatening the chairman, demand-
ing a revoie, and so on. After
some attempt to take a revoie by

tion, when voting before, on return-
ing to work. But the board took two
more weeks, that is, it waited until
AFTER the anti-strike bill was safe-
ly in the bag, before veniuring to
announce its prejudiced opinion.

Small walkouts occurred at Good-
rich and Firestone plants the night
of June 30 after the “verdiet” was
announced, but were shortly ealled
off on the plea of the local leaders,
and the militants found themselves
confused and leaderless for any ma-
jor action.

Firestone and Goodrich locals de-
nounced the board’s decision as un-
fair and unjust, and demanded the

sta.nding, it was proposed and car-
ried that the delegates would cast
their vote on the same paper bal-
lot they would use for election of
vice - presidents. The final result
was the adoption of the revised
pro-Labor Party resolution.

If the supporters of the original
pro-Labor Party resolution had been
better organized and more aggressive
at the .convention, they could have
carried their resolution. It is likely
that if they had insisted on a recount
when the chairman. declared their
resolution defeated, they would have
gotten it and carried fhe resolution.
The revised resolution is a big let-
down from the original. The first
presents clear-cut working class rea-
sons for independent class political
action, free of all ties with the old
capitalist parties and “friends of
labor.” The adopted resolution takes
the pro-Roosevelt Labor Party
course which is advocated by the
American Labor Party in New York.

Over Stalinist objections the con-
vention adopted resolutions in soli-
darity -with the striking miners, con-
demning incentive pay and calling
for the resignation of any CIO offi-
cial from any board considering in-
centive pay, and calling for labor
unity to start among the ranks of
labor.

Labor Unity Resolution

The labor wunity resolution de-
clared that “the proper place to
start to have labor unity is among
the rank and file members of the
unions and not from the top, where
the quarrels over who is' to have
this or that job become a factor.”
It called for county, state and na-
tional cooperation. between the
CIO, AFL and the Railroad Broth-
erhoods, with the aim’of -fusion.
The floor leader of the Stalinists

withdrawal of CIO representatives
from the War Labor Board.

Even Sherman Dalrymple, presi-
dent of the URWA, found it possible
to indulge in some verbal denuncia-
tion, saying: “We contend they did
not get a just decision. The workers
were entitled to eight cents ‘per hour
increases under the ‘Little Steel' 15
per cent formula and even with this,
wage rates would still be nine cents
below the rise in living costs. »" He
added that the issue is closed and
that “we will have to live with it.”
Dalrymple didn't say anylhing about
his getting off the - WLB as a CIO
representative!

at the conference, Nat Ganley, of
UAW Local 155, attacked the resolu-
tion and declared that it “practically
calls for a rank and file rebellion
against the (CIO) leadership.”

R. J. Thomas took the floor and
attacked the section of the resolu-
tion referring to public attacks of
leaders of both federations on one
another and denied the responsibility
of the CIO leaders for the failure of
unity negotiations. ’

Mazey explained that the para-
graph referred to ‘recriminations in
the shipbuilding, aireraft and miners’
situations but agreed, much to the
bewilderment of the Stalinists, to

'withdraw the paragraph, leaving the

sense of the resolution the same as
before. Thomas announced that with
this change he was for the resolution.
The Stalinists voted against it, but it
was carried.

Anti-Negro Riots Condemned

Early in the convention the dele-
gates adopted a resolution on the
recent anti-Negro riots here. The
resolution stated that the “racial out-
break is the result of generations of
intolerance and anti-racial feeling
that has been fostered by employers
and their agents both in government
and in our educational system in or-
der to more effectively exploit work-
ers through a policy of ‘divide and
conquer.’” It condemned those
groups which foster views of ‘“race
supremacy’ similar to Hitler's in or-
der to divide the workers and op-
press minorities, and called for an
immediate investigation by the La
Follette Civil Liberties Committee
into the causes of the riots, and par-
ticularly an investigation of the Ku
Klux Klan and its successor organ-
izations’ to determine what part they

_ played in the riots.

The resolution also called for fed-
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So the rubber workers are now
brought face to face with the ques-
tion “What to do now?” since the
boss class has finally legislated its
anti-labor position’ into effect. But
already plans have been discussed to
hold a mass meeting for repeal of
the Smith-Connally bill. Whether
they will materialize remains to be
seen, for at present the union big-
wigs are wailing for “interpreta-
tions” of the meaning of the bill to
float down to them from CIO lead-
ers in Washington as to what “loop-
holes” are, still left open. Needless
to say, this policy of temporizing
will only bring further confusion.

s

Michigan CIO Militants Take Lead at Convention--

eral action “to abolish ‘native fascist
organizations’ such as the Ku Klux
Klan and other similar organizations

- which divide the American workers

by their organized campaigns of hat-
red and intolerance.” In addition to
this, the resolution demanded greater
recreational and housing facilities
for Negroes, equal rights for Negroes
in plants, grand jury investigation
into conduct of the police depart-
ment during the riots and city repa-
rations for personal and property
damage; also that the national CIO
immediately establish a program
over a national radio hookup against
racial and minority intolerance.

R. J. Thomas told the convention
that while he did not know whe-
ther the national KKK was in-
volved in t{he recent riots, “I'll
prove to a grand jury that leaders
of the Ku Klux Klan in the city
‘of Detroit were leading the rioters
on Woodward Avenue.” He re-
ferred specifically to a -former
leader of the Packard lecal who
was a known Klansman, and later
identified in the convention as
Harvey Hansen.

Militants Carry the Day

The internal struggles on policy
which took place at the Michigan
CIO convention will continue at the
coming national convention of the
United Automobile Workers. The
staté convention revealed the grow-
ing fighting spirit of the workers in
the plants who over the heads of
their leaders are determirfed to
fight for a better world through class
organization on the economic and
political fields.

+ In the elections for the new state
execntive board the anti- Stalinist
slate was elected. However, none
of the main leaders of the militant
UAW locals was on the slate,

the workers of America; and

Whereas,
“friends”
forces in America; and

organized workers; and

war; therefore be it

ers; and be it further

unions and the daily press.

St. Louis Joint Council
Wants Labor Party for ‘44

The following resplution, adopted by the St. Louis Joint Council
of the United Retail, Wholesale & Department Store Employees of
America, CIO, is an important signpost indicating the direction which
large sections of the organized labor movement is taking toward inde-
pendent political action. The ideas of the resolution are being eagerly
accepted in all parts of the country. LABOR ACTION will regularly
print news of the developing movement for an Independent Labor
Party because it believes that such a political development of the
American workers is the most important need of the times.

Whereas, the passage of the Smith, Connally Anti-Strike Bil
vicious action against over thirteen million patriotic trade unionists,
their families and other millions of unorganized workers, and is ade-
quate proof that it is impossible for labor to depend either upon the
Democratic or Republican Parties to solve the basic social problems of

Whereas, union members are becoming more and more reluctant to
participate in election campaigns in support of old-line politicians, or
the candidates of either major political party; and
labor is sick and tired of depending upon sp-called
in public office who are, in fact, only tools.of the reactionary

Whereas, labor is now, and must continue to be, engaged in a life
and death struggle with employers and their stooges and lieutenants in
the old-line political parties, whose aim it is to establish a dictatorship
in America, of the few over the millions of politically divided and dis-

Whereas, labor must have its own political party, entirely indepen-
dent of the bosses and their influence, to successfully cope with present
problems, and the multitude of new problems which will arise after the

Resclved, that the St. Louis Joint Councll United Retail, Wholesale
& Department Store Employees of America, CIO, representing 4,500 St.
Louis distribution ‘workers, hereby go on record as favoring the imme-
diate formation of an Independent Party of Labor and Working Farm-

Resolved, that the St. Louis Joint Council cooperate with other
groups of workers and farmers in the nation who have expressed a sim-
ilar desire for an Independent Labor Party; and be it further

Resolved, that the St. Louis Joint Council, United Retail, Whole-
sale & Department Store Employees of America, CIO, request the St.
Louis Industrial Union Council to immediately explore the possibility
of a cily and/or state conference of CIO, AFL and Railroad Brother-
hood delegates for the purpose of setting up a Labor Party to participate
in the 1944 elections; and be it further

Resolved, that copies of this resolution be sent to all interested labor

is a

Ford Instrument Workers
Fight Piecework Schemes

Cooperating with a national cam-
paign by the large manufacturers to
impose piecework on the workers,
the national officers of the United
Electrical, Radio & Machine Workers
of America are quietly trying to ex-
tend the “incentive pay” system to
all shops under their jurisdiction.

This is being done to relieve the
UERMWA officers of the necessity

"of conducting a fight for higher

wages, and to .enable them to compel

-the union membership to accede ifo

the wage-freezing policies of Presi-
dent Roosevelt and the Administra-
tion.

When the period for negotiating
the contract of a local arrives, dis-
triet and national officers of the un-
ion present the members with an
ultimatum. The members must ei-
ther accepl one or another form of
piecework or have their wages
frozen. This technique for pushing
piecework has met with success in
many locals,

In District 4 (New York and North-
ern New Jersey) the leadership hit a
snag when James Lustig, well known
Communist Party follower, made a
proposal for piecework to Local 425,
in the Ford Instrument Co. in Long
Island City, and was voted down by
a large majority of the shop stew-
ards, the executive board, and a
committee of stewards set up to in-
vestigate the whole incentive pay
idea.

The membership of Local 425 has
long been a-thorn in the side of the
“Stalinist party-line” followers who
dominate the. UERMWA national
leadership. The membership of this
local has waged a two-year battle
to have the union adopt a national
program that would provide for .a
fight for improvement of pay and
working conditions.

Before the last national conven-
tion of the union, Local 425 branded
the policies of the national officers
as “appeasement of big business.”
The members of this local were par-
ticularly incensed by the offer made
by national officers to surrender time
and a half and double time pay for
Saturdays, Sundays and holidays
when these days are not the sixth
and seventh consecutive work days.

As a result of the Executive Otder
by President Roosevelt making this
proposal into law, many members of
Local 425, as well as other locals,
suffered a severe pay cuf. Though
many unions have obtained a blanket
exemption from this order, the
UERMWA 'has failed to do so.

After this fiasco of the national
officers, Local 425 sent a delegation
to the convention with orders to
fight for removal of the present lead-
ership of the UERMWA.

The present campaign for incen-
tive pay received its start in the
union after Earl Browder proposed
it to a national convention of the
Communist Party and wrote several

Lity

pamphlets favoring it. But Brow-
der's championing of piecework fol-
lowed soon after the heads of the
General Motors Corp. and the Ford
Motor Co. involved the War Produc-
tion Board in a drive for this new
glorified pmcework system. Thus we
see lined up against the legmmate
wage demands of the workers in gen-
eral the WPB, big business and the
Communist Party.

In two and a half weeks since the
conclusion of our sub drive, we are
proud to announce that a total of 173
subs have been received. St. Louis
came through with 22 subs on the
Tuesday following the last week of
the drive. This gives St. Louis 133

per cent of its quota. Good work!

Chicago is following on the heels of

Detroit with a total of 67 subs, ob-

tained at the recent MOW confer-

ence held there, with a promise of
more {o come. The totals to date:

Chicago

Los Angeles :

SE Taouls wumrperms
Detroit o

New York City ...

" Buffalo ... —

Cleveland ... =

Louisville ... —

Philadelphia

Baltimore ... 1

Rayton . M |

Newark, ____ 1

Oklahoma ... R

1

1

16
8
8
4\
3

Pennsylvania ...
Sierraville, Calif. ...
West Virginia . 1-
And again, Detroit! Since the be-
ginning of the sub drive, Detroit has
increased its bundle order by 6,000

copies, from 4,000 to 10,000. All cities ~

please note: more papers must mean
more subs. How aboui an increase
from. Akron? We haven't reported
one from that city for a long time.
The orders for the prejaid sub
card are coming in rather slowly.
Remember...only twenty-five cents
for a six months prepaid sub card to
LABOR ACTION! Every LABOR
ACTION reader should order a few
and sell them to his fellow workers.

LABOR ACTION
114 West 14th Street
New York 11, N. Y.

Enclosed find § for
prepaid sub cards at twenty -five
cents each.

Name ' ' "

Address

State.

trial sub to LABOR ACTION).

or as many as you wanf,

Keep Your Draft Card from Feeling Loﬁely!

Carry a twenty-five-cent Prepaid Sub Card (good for & six months’
Sell it o a fellow worker for twenty-
five cents—it will be the best twenty-five cents' worth he ever got in
his life! All he has to do is put his name and address on it and drop it
in the mail box. We do the rest. All YOU have to do is buy the Sub
Cards from us at twenty-five cents each, in advance. Buy one, or four,

"LABOR ACTION, 114 West l‘ﬂfl Street, New: York 11,




- hands, they were shot.

 LABOR ACTION
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War Plant Contracts B:g Boon to Bosses!

By JOHN BERNE

~ 'While ycu pay as you go, fellow
workers, you must never forget how
the wealth of big ‘business grows.

We usually think of the war ben-
efits to the bosses in terms of their
immediate profits. This is only nat-
ural. For out of the more than
one hundred and fifty billion dollar
1943 war budget and the over two
hundred billion dollar 1944 war bud-
get, big business and the captains of
industry are filling their private war
chests to the brim. Information on
this grabbing of blood-soaked profits
is being constantly published in LA-

BOR ACTION.

There is, however, another as-
pect of war gains to the capitalist
class that is being pushed into pub-
lic notice. The government has
constructed for the producltion of
war- materials, and now owns,

about  $10,000,000,000 worth of
plants and equipment. Most of
these very worldly goods are bound
to be a post-war gift to the bosses.

What the $10,000,000,000 Looks Like
It is hard to picture the enormous
extent of these new government in-
dustrial possessions. But here's a
rough idea: Government holdings in
industry are now one-seventh of the
combined 1939 industrial properties
of the 90,000 manufacturing and min-
ing companies in the country. In the
aircraft industry the government
now has invested TEN TIMES as
much as all the pre-war assets of
all the aircraft manufacturers put
together. One mathematically-
minded reporter said that the floor
space of all government aircraft and
accessory plants would accommodate
a mammoth factory two hundred feet
wide by thirty-three MILES long.

The government department re-
‘sponsible for all this streamlined in-
dustrial construction is the Defense
Plants Corp., which is but one of the
several branches of the lavishly
spending Reconstruction Finance
Corp., with Jesse Jones at the head.

Mr, Jones is reputed to be a man
who does not get “tense over big
affzirs.,” Perhaps this will explain
why these government properties
that cost almost ten BILLION dol-
lars of tax money are leased io the
private corporations for the ludi-
crously low rental of one hundred

_ MILLION dellars!

Thus, without a cent of investment
and for a mere song, the bosses are
using government property to make
war materials for which they are
paid handsome war profits. We must

also not ferget that private compa-

nies built these government plants

Stalin Sends Agen‘fé Here To Fool Jewisﬁ
Workers and Whitewash Ehrlich-Alter Murder

" By A. JACOBY

Last week there arrived in this
country a delegation of two from a
self-styled “Committee for World
' Jewish Anti-Fascist Unity” with of-
fices at Kuibyshev, Russia. The dele-
gation consists of an actor named
‘Solomon Michoels and Stalinist poet
named Itzik Feffer. The avowed
purpose of the committee, as well as
of the delegation, is to bring about
unity: among world Jews for the
struggle against fascism. It is, in
short, to carry out the general Sta-
linist’ line of “unity of all peace-
loving, democratic peoples” in sup-
port of the USSR and apply it to
Jewish problems.
. Knowing what the Stalinist finks
mean by the word “unity,” we can
foresee what they would like ;to do
among the Jewish masses. First of
all there is the matter of the little
unpleasaniness caused by the recent
shooting of Ehrlich and Alter. It
was with them that Stalin negoti-
ated, through his intermediaries, the
.GPU, about the formation of this
committee in the first place. Un-
willing to be pliant tools in Stalin's
The present
delegation was then substituted as
leaders of the Kuibyshev outfit.

Ehrlich-Alter Murder a Barrier

Now:<it: will be their.job to cover -.

up the bad impression left by the
murder of Ehrlich and Alter and
iwhoop it up for Stalin. And no won-
der, Itzik Feffer is the same one
who, during the purges, wrote poems
dedicated to the “Great Stalin,” de-
scribing him in such modest ter.ms as
the “sun, moon, stars, father-in-

~ heaven and earth.”

While the Ehrlich-Alter affair is
of immediate concern, there are
more. important and far - reaching
matters. For one, Stalin wants to
annex the Eastern parts of Poland
and create puppet states in the re-
mainder ,of Eastern Europe. It is for
this purpose that he substituted the
Pan-Slav movement for the buried
Comintern.
In this he only continues the old
imperialist Czarist policy of extend-
ing Russia's oppressive rule over all
Slavic peoples. This Pan-Slavism has
always been opposed, not only by
Marxists, but even by very mild lib-
~erals, as a reactionary imperialist
. tool of the Romanovs. |

To givé this discredited and thor-
oughly reactionary instrument a pro-
gressive coating, Stalin compels his
* followers to wax enthusiastic about
it and sing his praise. Thus the Pol-
ish Stalinists, or what is left -of them
after the purges, are made to par-
ticipate in the Pan-Slav Congress re-
cently held in Moscow, and Wanda
Wasilewski organized Polish legions
to fight for Stalin (just like Napoleon
utilized Polish legions to promote his
cause). The Kuibyshev Jewish Com-
. mittee is created with the same pur-
' pose in mind.

* Trying to Placaie Eastern Jews
Eastern Europe, as is well known,
has a-large Jewish population. They
were the most militantly class and
nationally conscious part of world
Jewry. Most of the mass movements

for national and social liberahonl

fullest expression in
Eastern Europe. Both the Zionist
and non-Zionist mass movements
have confributed to make the East
European Jew a very politically con-
scious and vocal individual. Stalin
needs the support .of these masses
for his plans of annexation.

Ehrlich and Alter would have been
ideal for his purpose. With their
prestige as leaders of the Bund, with
their militant anti-tascist record,
“their support could have swung the
class-conscious Jewish working class
to his side. Their influence in Amer-
, ica would also be helpful. But they
_held on to their ideals. So they were
removed. But the job of getting pub-
lic support of American Jews in Sta-
lin's favor had to be done, so the
delegation was dispatched and
sbrought here.

As we see it, it is quite an ambi-
_tious program. Tt is nothing more
nor less than a design to gain the
support. of the most. oppressed peo-

e of the world for an ult.ra reac-

" found their

only fasten a new oppressive rule
over them. Stalin wants his future
victims to rejoice over an .attempt
to ‘extend his oppressive hand to
them.

Who Supporis New Movement?

Among the list of the sponsors for
the reception for this “delegation”
are many Zionists, including the
leader of the “Hashomer-Hatzair" in
this country, Moshe Furmansky!

Lately there has been a tendency
on the part of both Zionists and Sta-
linists toward mutual friendship and
drawing together for different pur-
poses and' with different objectives
in mind. The Zionists hope.to gain
Stal{ms support for their cause. The
Stalinists, on the other hand, want
to utilize this movement of national
liberation for their own expansion-
ist plans.

Assuming that the Zionists are
really innocent and naive, do they
believe that any oppressed minority
can gain succor and help from a ty-

rant’s hand; that a lotalitarian dicta-
torship a la Stalin can really help
solve the Jewish problem and bring
freedom to the Jews? Is there-any
evidence in recent history to sub-
stantiate this belief? The answer is
a categorical “No!”

The “Hashomer-Hatzair,” whose
members consider themselves revo-
lutionary socialists, will continue to
support a policy which, as recently
adopted by its sister organization in
Palestine, accepts Stalin’s theory of
socialism in one country, accepts his
version of the purges, hails his re-
gime as great and declares him, in
the words of Meir Yoari, the Pales-
tinian leader of the Hashomer, as “a
great builder and warrior”? How
long will Hashomer-Hatzair put up
with this?

Under the mask of “unity,” your
name is being utilized fo strengthen
and extend Stalin's counter-revolu-
tionary regime among:the Jewish
masses.

" After the last war,

‘ Monopolies Set To Loot Billions in Public

and manutactured this equipment
under contracts yielding “many hap-
py returns” to the contractors.

Bosses to Be Post-War Heirs

With few exceptions in the rubber
and. light metal industries, every so-
called lease under which the bosses
are now operating government war
plants contains an option to the boss
to buy the property after the war.
The price is stated as “ecost, less an
agreed-on rate of depreciation.”
Sounds very fair, doesn't it? But we
know our bosses and their politicians.

Already the fertile minds of the
bosses and their faithful agenis in
the seats of government are con-
cocting plans for knocking down
the selling price of government
plants. For instance, Edwin DM.
Martin, of the War Production
Board, is talking about “LEGITI-
MATE REDUCTIONS IN PRICE
BELOW COST LESS DEPRECIA-
TION.” For example, cost will it-
self be “deflated.” Then there is
such a thing as extra-special de-
preciation — also conveniently cre-
ated obsolescence. Then, of course,
the bosses must be compensated
for delays in converting to peace:-
time production.. In short, there
is a long list of devices for the
bosses acqguiring ten billion dellars’
worth of public property for little
or nothing.

This same Mr. Martin of the WPB,

paid by the government but appar-
ently thinking for the bosses, pro-
phesies that the government “will ac-
cept a negotiated DISTRESS price”
in some cases. After all the so-called
“legitimate”  deductions indicated
above, presumably a “distress price”
might ,mean that the government
will have to pay something to the
capitalist to take over a plant.

Bosses” Well-Laid Plans '

Some people have the erroneous
notion that the war planis are prac-
tically useless for peacetime produc-
tion. Quite the reverse is the truth.
Charles Schwab,
then chairman of Bethlehem Steel,
stated on this subject: "“In some
plants it may be necessary to scrap
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Of Speclal Interest To Women

By Susan Green

Food shortages get shorter. High prices get higher.
The unprecedentedly big profits of big business become
more unprecedented. The tremendous influence of the
rich farm bloc on the reactionary Congress gets more
tremendous—so much so that Congress cuis the appro-
priations for the already ineffectual OPA in order to
make it even more ineffectual in keeping prices down.

Mayor La Guardia is still busy shaking his fists at
and shouting about the black market in' meat—and meat
shops are still almost devoid of that commodity. So
what's the use of the alleged three-cent roll-back in
meat prices?

The New York Times reports that “huge quantities
of new potatoes shipped here from the South to re_l.iev_e
New York City's recent potato famine have rotted in
transit ” That didn't exactly relieve the potato Iamme

And so it goes./ Probably the President will one of
these days create another department in Washington
with another well-paid “administrator” to add to the
total mess. That is what happened the last time FDR
became aware that there was such a thing as a food
crisis in the couniry. He created the Office of Food Ad-
ministration with “Administrator” Davis at the head—
and the crazy merry-go-round continued as before,

A so-called solution—supported by confused and in-
timidated labor leaders as well as by FDR and other
Washington leaders—is to give subsidies to business.
The idea is for the government to pay such huge sums
to the bosses to net them profits in the style to which
they are accustomed, that they may stop boosting prices.
THIS BUCKLING-UNDER TO WAR-PROFITEERING
1S TOO SHAMEFUL TO BE CONSIDERED BY ANY
SERIOUS EXPONENT OF LABOR'S INTERESTS.

LABOR ACTION once again declares that to
clean up the food mess, “private enterprise” -must
_give way to committees of organized labor, organ-
ized housewives and organized working farmers.
Then, instead of the consumers being mulet for
sky-high war profits, food will be distributed to the
people at reasonable prices.

L ]

Certainly there is a shortage of labor. Haven't you
heard about it? Certainly women must drop their babies
and grab the lever of a machine. Haven't you heard
about it?

But mostly the alleged shortage of labor is being
skillfully used by the bosses to put it over on their
workers as well as on consumers whenever possible.
For should a peep of complaint come out of the mouths
of the gypped people, the hypocritical answer invariably
is: “There’s a shortage of labor. Haven't you heard
about it?”

It is noteworthy, however, that this alleged short-
age of labor has not been acute enough to result in
the employment of all qualified Negro workers. It is
also remarkable that the alleged shortage of labor
has not been pressing enough to prevent bosses from
firing Women workers as soon as it is known that
they are pregnant. 5

Dr. Claude C. Pierce, interested in the subject of
-women in industry, returns from a tour of war plants
and reports that abortions are increasing among women
war workers because of the policy of firing women as
soon as their pregnancy is learned. To hold on to their
jobs, women are resorting to abortion.

This situation, combined with the increase in adoles-
cent delinquency, has produced a boom in the abortion
business. Not only do cértain doctors engage in an “ille-
gal” practice under conditions which are injurious to
the women, but quacks without any medical training
have formed abortion rings to capitalize on the need and
misery of women caught in the net of boss cruelty or
war morality. The deaths of women and girls who sub-
mit themselves to these unscrupulous charlatans are
increasing daily.

THE DISHONEST JABBERINGS OF THE BOSSES
AND THEIR POLITICIANS ABOUT WAR SACRI-

AYS RESULT IN SACRIFICING WORK- .

‘WOMEN AND CHILDREN.

Organized labor must protect its people, first, last
and all the time. Organized labor has to demand
that pregnant women workers be allowed on their -
jobs as long as their health permits—with necessary
medical supervision while at work. Furthermore,
they must get financial support while having their
babies. And lastly, women must be given assurance
of re-employment after their babies are born—with
retention of every seniority right.

It is the fear of losing their jobs which is driving
so many working women into the death traps of the
abortion business.

L ]

Running true to form, the wholesale attack on -the
Negroes in Beaumgnt, Texas—which resulted in so much
injury to the Negro population and {fo:their meager
property—was started on the pretext that a white wom-
an had been raped by a Negro.

* However, a slight innovation was added this time.
A reputable local physician examined the “wronged”
woman. He found that there were no signs of rape.
There were no bruises on her body. Furthermore, no
fingerprints were discovered on a cup and saucer out
of which the woman claimed the Negro drank some
of her coffee before he attacked her.

In a word, this contemptible creature made a lend-
lease of her so-called “womanhood” in the cause of race
hatred. )

She may have done this as an unconscious victim of
the propaganda of the Ku Klux Klan and the American
Christian Association, its modernized stooge. Or she
may have consciously played this abominable. role as a
paid agent of the KKK and its stooges. In either case
she was guilty of one of the most heinous sins on the
calendar, namely, helping to keep alive the artificial

~ hatred of white workers for their fellow workers of

darker skin.

Where can the blame be placed for such baseness?
Where, indeed, can the blame be placed for the entire
disgraceful outbreak of race riots that have overrun
the country?

To lay the responsibility at the door of the KKK and
the American Christian Association—financed by the
bourbon bosses of the South and the industrialists of
the North to keep black and white workers from unit-
ing and using their combined strength—is to tell only
half of the story. Ewven fifth columnists don't explain
the other half.

How about the so-called champions of so-called ra-
cial equality? How about FDR, the New Dealers, the
press and radio “friends of the Negroes”? What have
they done to end race hatred?

If only one-tenth of the money, the effort and the
cleverness employed by the government, the press
and the radio to make anti-labor propaganda when
workers ask for a raise, were used instead to spread
education on the race guestion and to make propa-
ganda for inter-racial solidarity, the danger of these
widespread riots would be greatly reduced. For the
power of these agencies for shaping public opinion
and aetion is stupendous.

But these “friends of the Negroes” are phoneys. Their
“belief” in race equality is only as deep as their need
for the Negro vote and as their need for Negro support
of their war. In their hearts, these hypocrites are as
opposed to the solidarity of black and white working
people as the KKK itself. EVERY ELEMENT OF THE
CAPITALIST SYSTEM BANKS ON RACE DISCRIMI-
NATION TO KEEP BLACK AND WHITE WORKERS
FROM UNITING IN THEIR MIGHT.

That is why race equality can be realized only under
a workers’ government. With the government, the press;
the radio, the movies, the schools, all under the control
‘of the working people themselves, .ese powerful means
for molding public opinion and action can be used to
cement the bonds of mutual need and friendship be-
tween all workers. Artificial color lmes will be erased
when boss rule is ended.

Black and white workers, hasten that day!

>

. equipment is

“What, of ALL prices?

Property \

specialized machinery designed for
the production of munitions. But
even in these planis the buildings
may be used, as well as standard ma-
chines like lathes, planers, milling
machines and presses.”

However, in this respect nothing
.has been left fo chance. According
to Hans A. Klagsbrunner-of the De-
fense Plants Corp. division of RFC,
“prospective operators - themselves
prepared the plans .and designs for
construction” of the plants and
equipment. If these operators did
not plan and design with at least one
eye on their own post-war réquire-
ments, the jungle leopard has not
only changed his habits but also his
spots.

Furthermore, while the bosses
will claim every possible reduction
on the score of imaginary deprecia-
tion and obsolescence, don’t think
they will take over worn-out plants.
Again let Mr. Martin of the WPB
give evidence. In discussing the dis-
position of government war plants,
he stated that “it will be to OUR ad-
vantage o permit the newer, more
efficient plans to be devoted to go
into peacetime production, and the
olﬂer, less efficient planis to be de-
voted” to stand- by and emergency
functions.”

Aside from the interesting point
incidentally raised as to “stand-by
and emergency functions,” un-
doubtedly - referring to a coming
World War III, whose advantage is
Mr. Martin talking about? The
Messrs. Martin have no scruples.
They want the bosses to get the
cream of the crop of this war's
plants. Comes World War III—
that is, if the workers of the world
do not themselves bring a workers’
peace to the world—and then per-
haps fifty billion dollars instead of
only ten billion dollars can be
spent for brand new government
war plants—for the immediate and
ultimate benefit of the bosses, while
the workers pay as they go.

Workers’ Control of War Plants

The workers must remember
that these ten billion dollars’ worth
of government war plants and
public properiy—
paid for primarily by the wdl;king.
people as they go. These plants.
should be turned over to the con-
trol of committees of workers.
Only thus can the grabbing hands
of the bosses be stayed.

And, under workers' control, in the

‘post-war_ period these plants can he "~

converted to civilian production to
assure jobs to workers and goods to
consumers. If the bosses are permit-
ted to grab this ten billion dollar
booty of public property they will
operate it only if, when and as it
pays high enough profits to do so.

Rickenbacker in Moscow!
It Really Isn’t So Strange

By WALTER WEISS

The naive New Republic of July 5
wants to know what “incredible
dunderhead” sent Eddie Rickenbaclk-
er to Moscow. (Newspaper reports
say that Secretary of War Stimson
sent him on a mission connected
with military aviation, just as he has
sent him previously on similar er-
rands to other parts of the world.)

What is wrong with this newest of
the missions to Moscow is not made
very clear in the New Republic's lit-
tle editorial, but their point seems to
‘be that the USSR is a radical kind
of place Leceptlve to pro-labor emis-
saries, while Rlckenbackel has
gained a world-wide reputation as a
reactionary and a labor-baiter. “It
was about as sensible,” they say, “as
it would have been to make Tom
Paine ambassador {0 the Vatican.”
This means, presumably, that a mod-
ern Paine shollld have been sent to
Moscow, while Rickenbacker should
have been sent, if anywhere, to the
reactionary atmosphere of the Vati-
can.

Now we should like to suggest, as
we have in other matters in the past,
that the real dunderheads are on the
payroll of the New Republic. Doubt-
less Mar‘Shal Stalin, as he is now be-
ing called in the American press,
will welcome Capt. Rickenbacker as
a true believer. How come? '

Rickenbacker’s Testimony
Back in March of this year, when

Rickenbacker was waging his brave
struggles against American union-
ism and at the same time against
any .$25,000 limitation on the -ini-
tiative' of American executives, he
testified before the Senate Military
Affairs Commiitee concerning the
Austin- Wadsworth .compulsory na-
tional labor service bill. He said
that he opposed this bill, feeling
that the repeal' of New Deal labor
legislation would be a better way
of solving the manpower pfoblem.
Specifically he suggested that ev-
erybody should work forty - eight
hours a week without the overtime
pay after forty hours and that
those’ who could work longer
should get incentive wages, In the
course of his comments he had
.something to say about the Russian
way of handliﬁg these maiters.

‘At this point Representative Ran-
kin .of Mississippi (not a member of
the Senate .committee, to be sure,
but invited in as another expert on
labor-baiting) interrupted: “The erux
of your testimony, and the part
which should make the headlines,

seems to me to be we should restore
the incentive system in war industry

with -w_hich we won all former _wars:
and throw out the communist system

of Russia.”

Rankin is an old-fashioned reae- 7
tionary, a year or two behind the '

times. After all, he comes from the

South, where the educational level'is

low. Rickenbacker was quick to set
him straight, as follows:

cient for him to‘live on to the extent
that necessities are available and be-
yond that he can earn as much as hls
productivity justifies.”

Russia and Democracy

Thereupon the more or less lib-:
eral Senator Downey of Callfornia-
wanted to know if he meant that
the United States should model it-
self after the Soviet experiment as
it now exists. And Capt. Elckeﬂ—
backer did not say him nay! “Well,
if Russia keeps on the way she has
for the last year or two, this war
will end with Russia the greatest
democracy of the world and the
United States in the situation of
pre-war Russia.’ ' '

Earlier in his testimony he had

said that even Soviet Rusma had es-
tablished the fncentwe bas:s for ‘war

production by paying war workers
sums above their basic ‘pay for ad-

ditional production. This, he sauﬁ.

together with the removal of pohu-'

czl commissars from control of the
army showed that Russia had aban-
doned communism and had become
a capitalistic nation. '

The backward Rankin evidently ..

misunderstood these words or could
not 'believe his ears,. s& Downey
helped along Rankin’s education by
speakjr_:g of the Soviet experiment
“as it now exists’; and Rickenbacker
then made his sledge-hdmmer state-
ment: the greatest democracy of the
world in the process of creation!
Comrade!

If ever a statement deserved head-
limes,
York Times didn't think so. Eddie
had got just a little too -enthusiastic
and had-gone a bit out of bounds
However, the interested readers can
find the whole story in the Times of
March 20. We recommend it to the
cditors of the New Rebubllc

Stalin, Browder :m_d Rickenback-
er stand united on the :quantity of
democracy in Russia and on the
virtues of incentive pay, a really
big ingredient of democracy. What
better credentials could anyhody
ask of a man bound for Moscow?

Profiteers Force Food Crisis

(Continued from page 1)
peased the Iabor leaders” and “pre-
vented them from demanding a gen-
eral raise in wages.”

But what_. real grounds are there
for -labor leaders to feel “appeased?”
What reason is there for labor not
demanding wage increases to meet
the stratospheric food costs? What
hope is there for a solution of the
food mess in all this busmess ‘about
subsidies?

Oh, yes! Food subsidies will allow
for a roll-back in prices, we are told.
Oh, no! The
President is speaking about a roll-
back only of the prices of meat, but-
ter and coffee. IF prices of these
fhree items can be rolled back, that
will be very nice indeed. Then we
can butter our meat, which we can't
get at all, with butter that we often
can't get, and wash it down with
cofTee.

Seriously speaking, the roll - back
proposed by the President is so tri-
fling that it won't be seen against
the mountainous height of all prices.
According to the calculations of the
United States News, they might save
the average family about fifty cents
every week. Some saving!

How about all the other neces-
sities of life? There are fruits and
vegetables, canned foods and dairy
products, shoes,” clothing and
household st;lpplies? The prices of
all- these commodities roll up and

up and up.

How abmrlt quality, on which
every consumer is cheated? And
the mno- gradmg holiday that the
food bosses are enjoying at our ex-
pense? All these and many other
grievances are part and parcel of
the food pro:bIem and of the high
cost of living. It isn't a gesture .of
“appeasemeni” that the working
people want but a real solution!

The workers must understand what
this subsidy plan is all about, why
Congress first rejef:ted it, and why

-the House finally consented to a

makeshift acceptance only after the
President’s veto message to the .ef-
fect that he didn't want his hands
tied in his attempt to “appease"' la-
bor with this gesture of a roll-back
in prices, though the Senate still
can't see the ?remdent‘s point.

The idea of the subsidy plan is.to
roll back pnees without the bosses
ﬁacrlﬂcmg any proﬁts. 'So that the

bosses can keep on pocketing prof-
its in the war style to which they
are accustomed, the government
pays—with a subsidy out of the
U. 8. Treasury, which, incidentally,
is repletfished BY TAXES EVERY
WORKER PAYS —the difference
between roll-back price proﬂts and
former proﬁts

The bulk of the subsidies go fo
‘big business farming, beef produc-
ing, dairying, processing.
true of all government subsidies'
and benefit payments .in .general—
THE BIG BOYS GET MOST OF
Tl-_lEM. For instance, of the 1943
increase in farm parity levels
amounting to $1,500,000,000, big
business farming gets at least sixty
per cent,

"Then why, if the big boys get the
subsidies, did Congress — dominated
by big business and the farm bloc—
oppose subsjdies and submit to the
President their anti-subsidy bill?
The answer is that subsidies are
small potatoes .compared to the prof-
its that come their way/ when the big
boys set their own prices.

That is also why Congress has
been trying so hard to shove the
OPA off the map. Weak and_ ineffec-
tual as OPA price ‘control is, it still
is a nuisance to the farming and in-
dustrial big shots who like things all
their own way.

After the Presidenis message, the
House could -not longer hold its
former intransigent position. The
“representatives ‘of the people”
saw the poinf. It is ome thing to
pass an anti-strike law over the
President’s half-heated veto, after

~every propaganda device has been

nsed in an anti-labor campaign. It
is another matter to igmore the
strong -injunction of the President
not to tie his hands in making
this gesture to “appease” not .only
labor but all elements whom the -
cost. of living has made hot under
tlie collar. The Senate, however,
still holds out for a full measure of
“rewards for private enterprise.”

That the President has made only
a political maneuver is very plain.
For nothing has been changed basi-
cally. Big business is still in com-
plete control.

The beef producers who keep mil-
lions of pounds of meat off the mar-
ket for higher prices continue thelr

"strike'@gainst, meat-starved peéople in -

s 5

This  is

the apmed forces and in civilian life.
IN FACT, THESE ARE THE VERY

BOYS REPRESENTED ON THE

WAR MEAT BOARD IN WASHING-

‘TON. -

The *“big {four” of farming still
practically own and control the land
and the bounty thereof—AS WELL
AS THE STRINGS IN THE DE-
PARTMENT OF AGRICUL:[‘URE
AND IN CONGRESS. |

No, nothing has been changed!
So why should the workers walt" |
around, do nothing, allow them-
selves to be pauperized ‘by high
Pprices, wh;le the Presi(;ent tries to
“appease” the labor leaders with
an empty gesture?

The supporters of Roosevelt
blame the reactionary Congress for
the food crisis. The Republicans
blame the New Deal. All this is
simply fhe politics of politicians
who alike are dominated by the
private prpfit interests causing food -
shortages, black markets, skyrock-
eting prices.

The people themselves must buck
these interests. To check the power
and lust of big business monopolies
in. the. food. industries — bloating
themselves on the ‘life blood of the

people—the working peuple must get -

into action.

The small and independent farm-
ers, the farm workers, organized la-
bor in the processing industries and
the  organized housewives can and
must ‘cooperate to ‘bypass the food.
manopolists who strike at .the .stom-
achs of-all of us. If the packing and
processing industries were national-
ized and ‘put under the control of the
organized .workers there could be no
such thing as this strike of powerful
meat producers—who are keeping
the workers pot empty while sup-
plying the black market.

For organized labor, controlling
the processing of meat, would nat-

ui'ally deal dlréct ‘with the snmll

and indepemleut. farmers and cat-
tle. growers, get caftle slaughtered
and, through cooperative markets,
make meat available to the house-
wife. The same is {rue of the pro-
cessing of milk and d:}ir? Ill:odm:ts.
The same is true of all t‘arm prpd-
uets.

BIG BUSINESS MUST BE BY- .
PASSED BY THE WORKING PEO- |

“Russia ‘is'
already on the incentive system to a .
degree that no other country is. Ev-
ery worker gets a basic wage suffi-

R

this one did. But the New .
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Unity with Labor--The Only Hope forM

‘By HARRY ALLEN

On the basis of the recently con-

cluded March on Washington con-
ference held in Chicago, it is neces-
sary to review briefly its history of
the past year in order to understand
the proceedings and actions of the
present. It is now clear that any de-
cision with respect to‘an actual
march on Washington ‘will remain
entirely on paper unless the rank
and file of the March on Washington
Movement and its supporters gener-
ally can exert enough pressure to
compel militant actions and a march
over the head of the straddling and
opportunist director of the MOW, A.
Philip Randolph.
" The fact is that the program of
action and proposals adopfed by the
national conference at Chicago mark
a noticeable retrogression, in view of
the events of the past year—Detroit
riots, Beaumont lynching, Army dis-
etc. — from the MOW
policy conference held in Detroit
last September 26-27.

A Real Perspective and Program
—In the Past

. In his keynote addresy to the De-
troit conference, Philip Randolph,
adapting himself verbally to the
moods and needs of the Negro masses

in order the betier to be able to head
off an actual march, declared:

“We must develop a series of
marches of Negroes at a given time
in a hundred or more cities
throughout the country, or stage a
big march of a hundred thousand
Negroes on Washington to put our
cause into the main stream of pub-
Iic opinion and focus the attentmn
of world interests.

“The mobilization and proclama-
tion of a nation-wide series of
mass marches on the City Halls
and City Councils to awaken {he
Negro masses and, center publie
attention upon the ‘®rievances and
goals of the Negro people, and
serve as training and discipline of
the Negro masses for the more
strenuous struggle of a March on
Washington, if, as and when an af-
firmative decision is made ‘thereon
by the Negro masses of the coun-

“ try through our national confer-

ence,”

“A March on Washington as an
evidence to white America that
black America is on the march for
its rights and means business.

“The picketing of the White
House following the March on
Washington, and maintain said

picket' line until the country and
ihe world recognize that the Negro
has become of age and will sacri-
fice his all to be counted as men,
free men.”

Those assuredly were strong and
brave - sounding words. They are
even truer today. Indeed, a word
from Randolph to the Negro masses
that the MOW will really march
would rally countless Negro num-
bers and wide labor support for
the march. But Randolph will not
give the word. Only the masses
can still make the march a reality.

The truth is that the National Con-
ference of the MOW did not act in a
manner to assure a determined strug-
gle under MQW leadership against
Jim Crow., Why is this so?

Randolph Leads MOW—Downhill

To begin with, between the nine-
month period of the Detroit confer-
ence and the Chicago national con-
ference, Randolph and the MOW
leadership have brought the MOW
movement steadily downhill with
their 1943 version and practice of
Uncle Tom hat-in-hand. That is, with
their almost complete reliance and
faith in petitions and appeals to the
Roosevelt Administration for®the re-

dress of grievances of the Negro
masses.

Steadily the mass following which
the MOW had developed at the in-
ception of the movement, culminat-
ing in great demonstrations at Madi-
son Square Garden, New York, the
Coliseum in Chicago, St. Louis, etc.,
has disappeared. As the MOW lead-
ership failed to direct the Negro
masses into militant action for their
economiec and democratic rights
(with local exceptions, carried on in-
dependently of the national leader-
ship, as in St. Louis), the masses be-
came despairing and disillusioned
with the MOW.

Hence the real masses of Negro
people, much less the Negro work-
ers, were not truly represented at
the Chicago national conference,
The MOW has increasingly ‘moved
away from such a base as il did
have in the organized labor move-

ment and among the Negro pro-
letariat generally; and toward a
middle class base, viewpoint and
practice. This development ae-
counts for the pacifist, “non-vio-
lence” phobia that saturated the
proceedings of the conference for
several days.

»

Profits, Wages

And Prices

In the last issue of LABOR ACTION, we
. published a story based on the report of the
“ Department of Commerce which showed
that all corporate profits, AFTER TAXES,
had increased eighteen per cent for the
first quarter of 1943. The announcement
of this fact by the department only con-
firmed what we have been writing for a

long time.

iting wage increases by fifteen per cent,
" the cost of living has increased
twenty-four per cent since January 1, 1941
—and food prices have jumped forty-six

per cent....”

News, in

“"WLB's

Even the ultra-conservative United States
reporting Economic Stabilizer
Vinson’s rejection of a panel proposal for
an eight cents an hour wage increase for
railway workers, points out that the whole
problem of the WLB wage policy is up for
question. Says the United States News:
‘little steel’ formula, which

"'some

on far-flung battle fronts to preserve our
way of life for us.
all with @ man who puts his own selfish in-
terest above loyalty to his country and val-

I have no patience at

ues a dollar more than the life of one of

our soldiers.
if such agitators were tarred and feathered
and horse whipped.”

After his election Arnall was hailed as a
great “liberal”” and a marked improvement
over Talmadge.
ly, The, Nation, will snuggle up to Arnall.
In the recent issue this weekly took the po-

It would be all right with me

Perhaps the liberal week-

-~ war

Now comes Representahve Engel of
Michigan with an announcement that on
the basis of a study which he made of
corporate earnings of forty-eight differ-
ent companies, he found that profits on
contracts, again AFTER taxes,

ranged from five per cent to 53.88 per
cent in 1942!

In sharp contrast to this enrichment of

- January 1,

the great industrialists, the monopolist
combines, the war profiteers, is the condi-

has become a guidepost of wage policy,
is based upon the theory that workers
are entitled to fifteen per cent higher
wage rates than they were getting on
1941.

“Living costs, however, appear to
have outrun the formula. Latest Bureau
of Labor Statistics data show food costs
to be rising at o rate of twenty per cent
a year and the general cost of living to
be 24.1 per cent above the January,

sition that the miners had no right to
strike, no matter what their grievances.

An Example
To Be Followed

LABOR ACTION! fecently ran the story
of how San Pedro housewives forced the

manager of the Bannhing Market to close its

tion of the overwhelming majority of the
people faced with wage freezing and. ex-
While the scurrilous
New York Times continues to lie by saying
the wages of the workers have surpassed
the rise in the cost of living, thereby justi-
fying prices rises and wage freezing, the
facts are clear that the cost of living has
gone way beyond any wage increases which

cessive living costs.

workers have received.
Newsweek’s  column,

Trends” (June 28),

"Washington
comments on the
‘bankruptcy, of the Administration’s policy
~on wages and prices, and points out that
‘the WLB is in a dilemma because, while it

1941, level.”

of Georgia:

This is the situation which faces labor:
mounting profits for big business, a mount-
ing cost of living making a shambles of the
wages of the workers, and a hold-the-line
order by the President virtually freezing the
already low incomes of the people.

A ‘Liberal’ Speaks

The New York Times for June 16 reports
the following remarks from the Hon. Ellis -
Arnall, successor to Talmadge as Governor
It burns me up to read about
strikes in coal mines and defense industries

bulk of

united will and strength outside,

doors and then lower its prices by twenty
and twenty-five per cent.
charging prices way above ceiling.

Their method Wwas so simple, so easy,
that it cries out for similar action by house-
wives all over the country. :

Some seven hundred and fifty women—
tired of being robbed, and determined to
put a stop to it—met and decided to boy-
cott the Banning Market unless prices were
placed within ceilings.
women went into the store and delivered
their ultimatum to the manager, while the

It had been

A committee of

the women demonstrated their
Result:

ddheres to the “Little Steal Formula’ lim-

at a time when American boys are trying

'WORKERS PARTY PLATFORM
Against Both Imperialist War Camps! For the Victory of World

Labor and the Cologial Peoples! For the Victory :
of the Third Camp of Socialism!

LABOR MUST DEFEND ITSELF!

1. Hands off the right to strike! For the
defense of civil rights and all workers’
rights! Against any wartime d:ctalorafup

. measures!

2. $1.00-an-hour minimum pay! Time end a
half for overtime; double time for Sunday
and holiday work.

3. Wage increases to meet rising costs. No
wage or job freezing! Equal pay for equal
work!

4. For a greater share of the increasing na-
tional income. For a higher standard of
living!

5. No sales tax on consumer goods! No tax
on wages! Against forced savings!

6. For control of price fixing and rationing
by committees of working class organiza-
tions. Freeze rents and consumer goods
prices at the 1940 level to stop the rise
in the cost of living.

7. No government coniract without a union
contract. The closed shop in all war in-
dustries!

8. Maintain and increase all government so-
cial services!

SOAK THE RICH—LET THEM

PAY FOR THEIR WAR!

9. A government levy on capital to cover
the cost of the imperialist war. Confis-
cate all war profits!

10, Conscript all war industries under work-
ers’ control!

11, Expropriate the “Sixty Families” — the
three per vent of the people who own
ninety-six per cent of the national wealth!

17.. For full political, social and economic

BE PREPARED!
18. For Workers’ Defense Guards, trained

19. For an Independent Labor “Party and

20. For Peace Through Socialism! For the

21, For a World Socialist Federation! Only

DEMOCRATIC RIGHTS
TO THE DRAFTEES!

12. The right of free speech, free press and
free assembly jor the men in the armed
forces.

13. The right of soldiers to vote in all elec-
tions. .

14. -The right of all youth, male or female,
to vote at the age of eighteen. Old
enough to fight; old enough to work;
old enough to vote!

15. For adequate dependency allowances

* paid by the government with NO deduc-
tions from the soldier’s pay.

SMASH JIM CROW!

16. Down with Jim Crow and anti-Semi-
tism! All discrimination against Ne-
groes in the Army and Navy or by em-
ployers in industry must be made a
criminal offense!

equality for Negroes!

and controlled by the unions against
vigilante and fascist attacks!

a Workers’ Government! No political
support to the Roosevelt government!

independence of all colonies!

a socialist world will destroy capitalist
imperialism and fascist barbarism.

-+ the angered housewives.

prices came down.

The Ladies” Auxiliary of Shipyard Work-
ers Union, Local 9, CIO, gave assistance to
The Ladies" Aux-
iliary has its own High Cost of Living Com-
mittee and seems on the way to militant
‘organized action on the food front.

Many unions throughout thé country
have Ladies’ Auxiliaries. This is no time
for timidity.. Ladies’ Auxiliaries must get
help from the unions themselves to organ-
ize efficiently—so that they in turn can
give much needed assistance to the mass
of unorganized housewives bursting to do
something to stop the robbery that is being
perpetrated on them daily.

The housewives of San Pedro have set an
excellent example. Now is the time for the
labor movement to follow this example by
a nation-wide organization of the unions,
their Ladies’ Auxiliaries "and consumers
into a powerful weapon in the struggle
against profiteers and high prices.

LABOR ACTION

A Paper in the Interests of Labor

Published Weekly by the
LABOR ACTION PUBLISHING COMPANY
+114 West 14th Street New York 11, N. Y.
(3rd Floor)

Vol. 7, No. 28 July 12, 1943

ALBERT GATES, Editor

Subscription Rate: 60 Cents a Year
75 Cents for Canada, New Yoriv.nd Foreign

Re-entered as second-class matter May 24, 1940,
at the Post Office at New York, N. Y., under the
Act of March 3, 1879,

Middle Class Leadership Runs MOW

Middle class elements—intellectu-
als, teachers, preachers, ete.—domi-
nated and made up the great bulk of
the MOW delegates at Chicago. How-
ever, these Negro middle class *“lead-
ers” (presumably, too, the most ad-
vanced of the middle class Negroes)
cannot possibly (no more than can
middle class elements generally)
successfully build and lead a move-
ment on behalf of the masses.

In a conference presumably rep-
resenting the interests of 15,000,000
Negroes in America, of which nine-,
ty per cent or more are working
men and farmers of wvarious de-
scriplion, hardly any reference of
significance, except for an occa-
sional hosannah by some speaker,
was made to the working class
and the organized labor movement

. as the real or potential source and
force for carrying through the
struggle fer Negro economie,. social
and political rightsr Yet it is pre-
cisely membership, participation in
and leadership of the MOW by
Negro workers and unionists which
alone can yet possibly transfer the
MOW into an active, militant mass
movement for Negro rights.

How limited has become the vision
of the MOW leadership (which Ran-
dolph's hand-tailored conference of
delegates endorsed) is indicated in
the decision of the conference to car-
ry through its educational and “pub-
lic pressure” campaign of “non-vio-
lent good will action” in the cities
of Richmond, Washington, New York
City, Los Angeles and Chicago.

But Detroit—where anti-Negro vi-
olence and murder raised their
bloody head; Detroit, the seat of
KKKism in the North; this great in-
dustrial city with tens of thousands
of Negroes, is not even regarded by
the MOW conference as among the
first cities to receive its attention
and “educational” efforts. Protests
from some of the delegates did not
change this part of the program of
“action.” “Good will” had indeed
venetrated the spirit of the dele-
gates.

Nevertheless, the pacifistic doc-
trine enunciated at the conference
did not really represent even the at-
titude of the middle class gathering,

_much less the sprinkling of worker
delegates. Murmurs of protest out-
side the conference proceedings and
in the conference itself demonstrated
this fact, as did also the motion in
the last hour to set a date for the
march. ]

. Bt. Louis Mass Action—Real
Way Against Jim Crow

For example, T. D. McNeal, presi-
dent of the St. Louis MOW, pro-
claimed:

“In one ‘defense’ plant employing
15,000 workers, there were no Ne-
groes employed. To the company, a
MOW delegation declared:

“If you don't give us jobs, we
will take the issue to the streets,
and keep it there until we get what
we want. We will build a mass
picket line clear around your plant
and keep it there.” This militant
threat of mass action resulted in
five thousand jobs for Negroes at

this plant.
Delegate McNeal then further
stated: “Mass pressure, a picket

line, now will be thrown around
. the Bell Telephone Co. to force
employment of Negroes.”

Basically, the delegates recognized
that only a mass March on Washing-
ton would bring the issue of Jim
Crow graphically and dyamatically
to the attention of the entire people
of America, and for that matter of
the world; and serve as a means to
help eliminate, so far as is possible
under capitalist society, aspects of
Jim Crow.

“Seat of Jim Crow Is Washmgton

A delegate from Buffalo, repre-
senting a body of union steel work-
ers (CIO), expressed the real feel-
ings and desires of the Negro masses
when he declared, in voicing drastic
and outright opposition to the reso-
lution on “Non-Violent Good Will
Direct Action™:

“The seat of Jim Crow is the seat
of government at Washington. It is
there we must go!”

In reply to the chief spokesman
of the non-violent technique, he fur-
ther pointed out that the Negro un-
jonists in’ Buffalo were instrumental
in helping to build a strong Steel
Workers Union, “not by running
away from the blows of the scabs
and the company, but by unbroken
mass solidarity to the fullest extent
needed.”

Negroes Wani to March

It is significant to note that no
motion or resolution came before
the convention calling upon and
specifying the Negroes of the labor
union movement to become the or-
ganized base and leadership of the
MOW, locally and nationally, along
with the adoption of the militant
methods of struggle carried out by
the labor movement.

In an even more fundamental sense
the MOW conference demonstirated
its inability to comprehend the ob-
jective conditions which, if under-

stood and taken advantage- of, make
for a deep, wide and effective strug-
gle against Jim Crow in its worst
forms.

This truth is instinctively recog-
nized by the Negro masses, who re-

alize that if they don't break down
Jim Crow during the war, Jim Crow
conditions will exist in even more
aggravated form after the imperialist
war. That is the reason why the Ne-
gro masses at the outset rallied in
vast numbers to the MOW, as it gave
mmal evidence of leading the Ne-
groes in mass actions, in a mass
march, if need be, on Jim Crow’s
chief seat, the government at Wash-
ington.

The solution of Jim Crow evils,
even partially (as well as of the
problems of labor) lies in who has or
controls state power, the government.
This was- implicity recognized ini-
tially by the MOW when it talked

big words of a mass March on Wash- .

ington.

If the march has failed to mate-
rialize, it is because the middle class,
reformist and, apparently, pacjfist
outlook of Randolph and the MOW
leadership today fear for their abil-
ity to direct or control the Negro
masses should they once proceed to
independent demands and actions
upon the government powers.

A New Leadership Must Arise

The present weak organizational
state and outlook of the MOW came
about inevitably, as Randolph's lead-
ership of the MOW is examined
and understood.

Specifically and precisely this
meant and means today that the
MOW ranks must develop their own
working class leadership of the or-
ganization. Through independent lo-
cal militant actions, -they can still
carry through the tasks and purpose
for which the MOW was organized
—an organization of mass a
against all evils and representatives
of Jim Crow. The methods of the St.
Louis MOW must become the spirit
and practice of all the MOW, there-
by putting the needed pressure on
the present MOW leadership to move
toward national militant actions.

The national conference of the
MOW  graphically demonstrates
that the only hope of the MOW for
the future is for Negro workers. in
the basic industries, especially
those in the unions, to enter info
and dominate the policies and prac-
tices of the MOW. Unless the entry
of such Negro wprkers—the best
educated, conscious and militant
forces of the Negro people, the
oncs best able to lead the Negro
struggle. also in their communities
—takes place very rapidly; unless
they soon assume local leadership

Randolph

(Continued from page 1)
the program of “action” to the con-
ference, she further avowed: “Good
will is our philosophy....It must be-
come our religion.”

MOW Rolls—Backward

Thus in July, 1943, when the fate
of the world, of humanity, and spe-
cifically of all the exploited masses
—white, Negro, yellow, brown—in
the imperialist and colonial nations,
is being settled by fire and sword, by
guns and cannon, by bombing planes,
by arms in hand—the MOW confer-
ence could visualize and put for-
ward a program of Negro emancipa-
tion through the medium of “non-
violent” technique; through the adop-
tion of variations of civil disobedi-
ence; through the meekest pacifism;
through Gandhism—a. proved meth-
od of failure for the Indian masses.

Yet, in fact, one of the principal
speakers, the Rev. E. Stanley Jones,
Quaker, in outlining the “technigue
of non-violence,” further cautioned
his audience that they can only carry
out such a program if they obeyed
their leaders implicitly and were ex-
tremely disciplined. Rev. Mr. Jones
declared that the road toward the
abolition of Jim Crow in the United
States was the same road as Gandhi
had forced on the 'Indian masses.
Moreover, “as a last resort, after
every other method has failed, we
will take the road of civil disobedi-
ence.” Thus has the MOW rolled
backward from its great beginning
and struggles for Negro rights.

The convention “implemented” this
resolution organizationally by spe-

action -

of the' MOW units (untiil they can
achieve national leadership and re-
placement of the middle class MOW
leadership), the MOW will go the
road of all movements led by con--
fused and straddling middle class’
elements—to an untimely end or a
barrier to progress of the Negro
masse.s i i

In view of the hopes placed in the;
MOW by great numbers of Negroes
and in view of the original pc;\.'en-E
tialities for a powerful mass mo\reJ ks
ment for Negro rights, the MOW
conference preceedings and declslons
must be recorded fundamentally as
a failure, even partially a tragedy.
The responsibility for this failure
rests primarily on the Randolph
leadership. If the basic policies and
leadership cannot be transformed,
the MOW is going to get nowhere.

Which Road for MOW? ;
The rabble-rouser of the MOW,
Dr. Charles Ervin, director of the
Eastern Region of the MOW, in his
opening speech entitled, “Why Ne-
groes Assemble at ‘Chicago,” spoke
many truths. Only they will prove- .
to be bitter gall to MOW followers
and the Negroes generallly as they
come to observe the impotence of the
MOW with its “new” policy of “non-
violent technique” and *“good will ac-
tion,” plus the straddling policy
adopted on the mass March to Wash-
ington —~which in {fact means no
march at'all. i
The Negroes, Ervin declared, may
properly proclaim for themselves the
doctrine espoused by Karl Marx for
the working class. “Negroes of Amer-
ica, , unite!” he paraphrased Marx.
“You have nothing to lose but your
chains!”
True, but not quite enough. Ne-
gro workers, come closer to Marx,
to Lenin, to Trotsky. Workers, Ne-
gro and white, “Unite! You have
nothing to lose but your chains!”
Therein lies the true historic destiny
of the laboring masses of America
and of the world. d

The present MOW policy for the
Negroes spells failure in the strug-
gle against Jim Crow and ' its
causes. With or without the MOW,
the Negro masses must aim quickly~
.to get on the road of militant mass:
action; insist on a MASS MARCH:
ON WASHINGTON; and, in time,
take the road with other workers
toward political power. Thus the
conditions will be laid for the com-
plete abolition of Jim Crow.

Fai’--‘-, -

cifically and particularly declaring
for cooperation with such groups as
the Fellowship of Reconciliation, a
‘religious,  ‘pacifist organization, and
other groups holding to a non-vio-
lence philosophy.

The MOW convention adopted sev-
eral other resolutions, the more im-
portant of which were to limit mem-
bership in the MOW to Negroes; to
support of the war; a demand that
President Roosevelt meet with a
delegation of the MOW; for Negro
representation at the post-war peace
conference; revision of the Atlantic.'
Charter to include Negroes, and
other anti-Jim Crow proposals. It is
to be noted that nearly all the reso-
lutions base themselves on or imply
support of the war and continued re-
liance on the Administration to
achieve Negro objectives.

Panel discussions on the Negroes

in America, Africa and the West In-
dies were highly informative.
" Officers ' elected were: A. Philip
Randolph, national director; B. F.
MecLaurin, national secretary; Ald-
rich Turner, national treasurer, all
of New York City.

Next Week LABOR ACTION
Will Feature—

AFTER THE DISSOLUTION
OF THE COMINTERN

New BStalinist Plans to Undermine
the Labor Movement

By Max Shachtman
Nat'l Sec’y of the Workers Party

ernment,” Joe asked Wendell,

workers' government.
“Take over the country?”

Not So Fast, Kremlin Joe!

Drew Pearson reports that when Wendell Willkie was in Moscow, "
Stalin asked him why the United States didn't do something about Nazi
espionage in Argentina., “Why don't you clean up the Argentine gov-"*
“or take over the country—do some- %
thing to turn the Axis out of there?”

The fact that ‘Argentina, nominally at least, is an independent’
country and not part of the United States did not faze the “pro-
tector” of the little peoples. Stalin’s conception of how to clean out *
the Nazis.is to have the United States send down an army to over-
run the South American republic and to establish a United Nations’
military dictatorship in Argentina. After all, during his pact with
Hitler, that's the way he took Eastern Poland and the Baltic states. :

Of course, it does not enter Stalin's bureaucratic skull that in .this
way the people of Argentina will not get their long-dreamed-of de-
mocracy—and if it does occur to him, he is not particularly interested.

In Stalin's way of thinking, there is no rocom for the people acting
on their own behalf, organizing and driving out not only the German
fascists, but the native ones as well, and setting up a truly democratlc

Not so fast, Mr.
workers may have something to say about that first.

Stalin—the Argentine
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