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R. J. Thomas Blasts Vinson Hearings
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P

UAW President Defends Brewster Local 365

Twice refused a hearing by the
sub-committee of the House Com-
mittee on Naval Affairs, which has
been investigating production and

~ labor at plants of the Brewster Aero-

nautical Corporation, R. J. Thomas,

. president of the United Automobile

‘Workers, CIO, on Monday, Novem-
ber 29, sent the committee a letter in
which he charged the real objective
.of the investigation has been the
“hanging” of Brewster Local 365 of
the UAW-CIO, and the “smearing” of

-the entire labor movement.

Thomas accused the committee of
excluding vital statistical evidence
on the Brewster situation, one of

'them the result of an official survey

by the-U. S. Manpower Commission.
He alleged that this was done be-
cause the committee sought only tes-
timony which would injure the union

in the plant.

The committee was accused by
Thomas of badgering and bullying
wztnesses who did not support the
‘“‘apparently preconcewed conclusions
of the committee.”

Thomas'’s letter, sent out as a press
release, was given practically, no

‘publicity by the press, which carried
~on such vile attacks on the Brewster

union. The text of the letter follows:

]

I have your telegram of November
1, in which you, for the second time,
decline to permit me, as president of
the International Union, United Au-
tomobile, Aircraft and Agricultural
Implement Workers of America, CIO,

‘1o appear before the sub-committee

which has been investigating “pro-
duction problems in the plants of the
Brewster Aircraft Corporation.

- Your statement that I “have had no .
: direct or indirect connection with -
" Brewster” is inaccurate, as I' could
. have shown to your satisfaction had

your committee not 'arbitrarily re-
fused me the right to a hearing,| It
so happens that I helped negotiate
and was one of the signators of the

1939 contract between the Brewster

Aeronautical Corporation and Brew-

“ster Local 365, UAW-CIO. Since that

time I have had several occasions to
acquaint myself with specific prob-
lems inyolving the Brewster con-
tract. In the final analysis, I am the
chief spokesman for the Brewster
workers as well as all othgr members
of the UAW-CIO. I therefore feel it
was completely unfair and rot in the

Briti

best interests of an important inves-
tigation for. your committee to refuse
to hear me.

“Open Shop” Investigation
Furthermore, I cannot subscribe to
Your statement that your investiga-
tion has limited itself purely to pro-
duction problems in the Brewster
plants. Members of your committee,
as well as some witnesses before it,
were permitted to stray far from the
subject purportedly under investiga-
tion. You permitted arguments in
favor of the “open shop”; you per-
mitted criticism of/ the Wagner Act
and the War Labor Board; you per-

mitted attacks on features of Brew- -

ster contracts which are common to
most labor-management contracts in
our counfry,; you entered into per-
sonal matters which you failed to
show had any connection whatever
with production' at Brewster. Your
refusal to hear me, even on the mis-

.taken supposition that I had no direct

information on the Brewster situa-
tion; has, therefore, no legitimate
justification.

Your refusal to hear me, together
with the reading of the testimony be-
fore your committee, leads me to feel
that the investigation which you
have conducted cannot accurately be
called a [sincere effort to improve
production in the Brewster plants.

I will: grant that you have pro-
duced -a large amount of information
dealing with reasons for lack of
greater production at Brewster, but
you have also permitted your inquiry
to degenerate into a labor-baitjyse af-
fair which could not help b@e
the effect of vitiating, perhaps
pletely nullifying, -the. constructive

':features of the hearmgs

Any " fair - - minded person reading
the testimony would be struck imme-
diately with the persistency with

“which you tried to badger witnesses

who did not agree with yéu, tried to
misinterpret their rémarks, and. tried
time and-again to put.in the mouths
of witnesses attacks on the Brewster
Local Union which they did not de-
sire to make.

Anti-Unionism at liearing

Your examination of three union
spokesmen whom you chose to hear,
Messrs, Thomas, V. DeLorenzo, Paul
J. Krebs and Gabriel J. DeAngelis,
was accompanied throughout by bul-

lying, by threats, by personal abuse
and by impugning of motives. I have
no desire to justify Mr., DeLorenzo’s
answers on' certain questionnaires,
but I maintain that you did not prove
in any way that any of his -acts re-
flected in any way on Mr. DeLoren-
zo's record as the leader of the Brew-
ster Local, or his efforts to maintain
production in the Brewster plants.

By contrast with the abusive man-
ner in which you interrogated wit-
nasses who did not agree with you,
you were most kind and solicitous of
those witnesses who supported the
apparently preconceived conclusions
of the committee. In view of these
facts, I am constrained to observe
that your committee was only sec-
ondarily interested in Brewster pro-
duction, and primarily considered it-
self a'“hanging committee” for the
Brewster Local Union in particular
and the labor movement of the coun-
try in general.

Reading the t{estimony, I was

Powers Clash

By V. JENSEN ,

The cold winds that blow through
Atlantic City during November tell
of a hard winter to come, but they
did not :seriously inconvenience the
cozily-housed and well fed delegates
of . the .forty - four - nations to  the

council ‘meeting’ of the United Na-
tions Relief and Rehabilitation 'Ad-

ministration. It is to be hoped that
these cold winds will have at least
blown the cobwebs from the minds
of those liberals who looked to the
meeting for any real solution of the
enormously important' and pressing
problems of relief and rehabﬂltatlon
in a devastated Europe. - -

Faced with the all-important prob-
lem of a devastated, starved, disease-
ridden Europe, faced with the -pros-
pect of unprecedented human mjsery
and death, the UNRRA meeting pre-
‘'sented a shameful spectacle of the
powers that be, greater and lesser,

sh Workers March;

Protesr Mosley’s Release

By JOHN BERNE

As soon as it was made public- that
Sir Oswald Mosley, founder of the
British Union of Fascists, would ‘be

-released " from prison, British labor
. protested this double-cross which it

rightly considered as a blow at itself.

From all over England protests
poured into London. Conferences of
shop stewards sent angry resolutions
to Prime Minister Churchill and to
Herbert . Morrison, Home Minister.
Delegations tried to get a hearing at

10 Downing Street or at Whitehall

Failing to do so, one delegation left
a message for Churchill: “Feeling in
factory is such that we cannot be re-
sponsible for anytHing that happens.”

The Transport & Genéral Workers
Union passed a strong resolution, as
did other unions.. Arthur Deakin of
the Transport Union pointed out:

“Gandhi was at death’s door but he .

‘was not released.”

Will Lawther of the Mmers Feder- :
ation wanted to know: “How can the &

government square such an action as

the sending to prison of boys for re-:

fusing to work in the mines with the

- release of ‘a man like Mosley with a

past?"

Despite this widespread mass oppo-
sition, on November 20 Britain's No.
1 fascist and his wife slipped out of
prison before daylight “under gov-
ernment protection.” The founder of
the British Union of Fascists has
gained “restricted” freedom. So has
his wife, sister of the notorious Unity
Freeman-Mitford, whose name was
linked with ‘Adolph Hitler. So also
have a number of Mosley's lieuten-
ants. - .

' The awaited explanation made by

- Herbert Morrison before Parliament

“on November 32 has yielded nothing

~ not already kpown. The Home Min-

ister again referred to Mosley s phle-
bitis and to the 'opinion of several

physicians that further:imprisonment -
. 'might ruin. his health.

However, the :National Councl] ot'
Labor, represénting the Trade Union
Congress, 'the Labor ‘Party and the
cooperative- movement, “is not con-
vinced. that facilities for medical and
other treatment could not be pro-
vided for Mosley without his being
released.”

A laborite MP also wanted to
know: “Why, as medical and nursing
services provided in Holloway prison

‘are adequate for prisoners confined

there, is it necessary for medical
reasons to remove Sir Oswald and
Lady Masley from detention in that
institution?”

-But how about Mosley’s wife? She
is hearty and hale. So are-the Mosley
followers :who' have: beén released.
The “phlebitis” looks like a pretext.
.-and nothing :but. - :

Nor should it be supposed that the
Mosleys were: confinéd in:Holloway
Prison unider hardships. British capi-
-talism -freats its fascists wrell.
:Mosleys were removed from' Brixton

Prison ‘more than’-two - ‘years ago fo'
live in: theé comparative luxiry- of

-The -

Holloway. Their new qlmrtera cons.

sisted of four adjoining cells made

.up. as two bedrooms, a llviufg room

and a kitchen.

These honored guests of the British
government had their own furnish-
ings, including carpets. ~Hot and
cold water, a special food supply, en-
tertainment, visitors, a private radio,
all contributed to make ptrison life
not too difficult.

“Mosley In—Morrison Out”

On the morning when /Morrison
made his so-called explanation to
Parliament, thousands of individual
workers and others duly delegated
to represent hundreds of thousands
more, demonstrated before the House
of Parliament. There were banners
reading “Mosley In—Morrison Out.”
.People surged into the lobby of the
House, button-holed MP’s and shout-

. ed their protests. Parliament.Square

-was packed with demonstrators,

. marching and chanting: “Put the No.

1 fascist back in jail” and “We want

. ‘Mosley.” Many night workeérs came

‘directly from plants and yards to
join the demonstration.

(Continued on page 4)

Frederick Graham repori.ed to the.

to $1.42.
lords,

Landlords Up Income 31-429%

The OPA has just completed ;a survey on landlords’ income which
reveals that this band of vultures has taken advantage of war condi-
tions to get their unholy share of the income of the people.

The survey discloses that landlords are receiving from thirty-one to

forty-two per cent more income under rent control than before. This
means that for each $1.00 of rent formerly collected. they now get $1.31

These facts, the OPA declared, came from the books of the land-

shocked to learn that® ‘jfou refused to
display any interest ih“or make any
effort to obtain probably the most
authoritative survey of employment
and production preblems of the Long
‘Island City Brewster ‘plant. I refer
to the investigation bfthe’ Division
of Manpower Utilizatign of the Man-
power Commission, R
your committee faile
plant, or send its ow
into the plant, it see
you might at least giv
to a thorough inves
was made by  anoth

ion 2A. Since
to visit the
investigators

«consideration
gation which
government

' agency.

The determination otf: your commit-
tee to bar out any facts, which would
not serve to blacken Brewster work-

ers, their union and their leaders, is_

evidenced also by your refusal to re-
ceive in evidence and make part of
the test:morpr a care]’ ! , detailed, ob-
jective .report made’ labor mem-
bers of the Brewster {labor-manage-

at

horse-trading, Jockeylpg and jug-
gling for more favored economic and
political positions, bargalmng and
stinting. Generous in words, the
meeting, was generoys: in nothing
else. What may be expected of it as
far as the reduction of .wijisery goes

:is-best 'seen by itk refusal. to fouch

the two most immediate relief prob-
lems preésented toit, relief for the
Jews and famine relief for India.
The inescapable need for relief es-
tablished, the meeting was primarily’
concerned with the efforts of the
small nations to get as much relief
as possible from the supplying na-.
tions, principally thé United States
and the United Kingdom, and to give
as little as possible in the way of po-
litical and economic domination to

the great powers. On the other hand, °

efforts of the great supplying powers
to give as little as possible and get
as much as they could and to pre-
vent any among thémselves from get-
ting undue advantages over the other
provided a thoroughly illuminating
but' disgusting spectacle.

In this respect, the United Sf.ates.
though it has not had its own way
unopposed, inevitably holds the whip
hand. The whole setup is a tribute
to the position that America holds as
the dominant capitalist power.

The Relief Setup .

The UNRRA: has as its stated goal )
to provide. relief for thirty-five coun-

. tries, containing half a billion peo-

ple by providing 48,855,000 metric

‘tons of supplies, 9,500,000 from North °

America for the first six-month pe-
riod. The supplies are in two cate-
gories: (1) immediate relief necessi-
ties, such as food, fuel, clothing,
shelter and medical supplies; (2)

s to me that

_perts

I urge that in all fairness'these two
reports be made part of the records
of the proceedings of the committee
and given their merited consideration
in your final report.

An Ex-President Speaks ;

On the basis of these two reports
and on the basis of testimony by offi-
cers of the U. S. Navy and officers
of the Brewster Aeronautical Corpo-
ration, it is obvibus that the produc-
tion deficiencies which prevailed in
the Brewster plants can in no way be
charged to Local 365, UAW-CIO.| On
the contrary, it appears that produc-
tion failures were the responsibility
of the managements and of the Navy
Department. itself, which sponsored
some of the managements.

In this connection, I would direct
your attention particularly to the
testimony of Ralph Singer, a former
president of Brewster Aeronautical
Corporation, who stated that the com-
pany set about making planes with-

(Continued on page 2)

seeds and agricultural and industrial
machinery, and the restoration of
public utilities. )

Relief is to be administered by an
international civil service setup of
doctors, linguists, geographers, “ex-

"

which will, work -:'loselz.lr w1th local
governments in each area. Regional
committees will be set up to oversee
work in various parts of the world.

The UNRRA: experts very conserv-
atively place the cost at two billion
dollars, but this estimate is expected
to be revised upward as the occupied
couniries come into the Allied orbit.
At present, the most .favored plan
for financing is that each country
which has not itself been a battle-
field will contribute one per cent of
its national income. This would make
the United States a contributor to
the tune of seventy-five per cent of
the total of about a billion and a
half dollars! It is to be expected
that this piper can afford to call his
own tune.

Fallings-Out of the “Charitables”

Despite the usual paeans of praise
for co-operativé attitudes and the
wonderful unity on the part of the

-press, editorially; day -to - day 'dis-

dispatches indicated serious diffet-

- ences among the powers. The most
'serious fight took place on the strug-

gle for power. between Lehman on
one hand and the British and French
delegates on the other.

Early in:the sessions- a British- ex-
pert testified to a subcommittee that-
the British believed questions . in-
volving relief goods: that must be
moved by inland transportation
should be under the jurisdiction of

“Pohhcal Action” by a Corporation

Utility Scandal a Lesson for Labor

By CHARLES M. KELLEY

(Reprinted from “Labor,” organ of
the Railway Unions)
Anybody who hes had e£ven speak-
ing acquaintance with politics knows
that public utilities have spent oceans
of money in efforts to put their men
inté office and to defeat candidates

suspected of being devoted to the

people’s interests.

Only occasionally has it been pos-
sible to trace the slush funds to their
source, but the public got some idea
of the extent of public utility corrup-
tion in a suit filed in a St. Louis
court this week. An “insider” lifted
the curtain and made one of the most
amazing confessions in the industry’s
history.

The giant North American Com-

pany—just one of many big holding -

concerns — was - accused of having
spent more than $5,000,000 since 1930
in attempts to influence elections and
the ‘appointment of federal and state

officials in Missouri, Ohio, Illinois,:

Wigconsin, Michigan, California and

- the District of Columbia. Throughout

that area North American operates
through a string of subsidiaries.

The accuser is Frank J. Boehm,
who at one time drew $54,000 a year
as executive vice-president of the
Union Electric' Company, a' Missouri
corporation’ and subsidiary of North
America. He recently completed a
ten-month sentence in federal prison
for perjury committed .at a. court

-"trial that followed an inquiry by the

-Securities and’ Exchange Commission
into political skullduggery by Union
Electric.

Boehm was sentenced to a five-
year term, but President Roosevelt
was persuaded by someone to com-
mute the sentence to two years. He
was released on parole last March.

Declaring the company had made
him a scapegoat in a conspiracy to
manipulate its funds so as to conceal
its political activities, Boehm is using
North -American for $25,000,000 dam-
ages for “defamation, .slander and
libel.” _

The St. Lovis Post-Dispatch, which

of all sorts, under the ﬁlrec- y

Other Umons Join in F|g|1t
Against Little Steel Formuld

By GERTRUDE SHAW

The International Executive Board of t_h
United Steel Workers of America, ClO, has j jus
come out for an increase in wages of seventeen
cents an hour for the 750,000 members of that
union. The present basic hiring wage IS‘SGVGI'I"y

eight'cents an hour.

This is good news for the whole working class of Ameﬂcn.
The CIO convention recently held in Philadelphia went on re
ord against the Little Steel freexe. '
In his closing speech at that convention, President Philip M
ray-——who is also president of the United Steel Workers—said
was going to “‘present this problerr%a special meeting of our ln .

ternational Executive Board.”

The definite demand for a woge increase for the 750,000 or
ganized steel workers proclaims to the entire labor movement that
The Little Steel formula .is actuaily'
junked—in accordance with the resolution of the CIO convennon

"The working men and women of America must be permitt
‘through the sound and stc:ble processes of collective bargaining, to

the CIO means business.

it UNRRA Conference;
Ignore Plight of Jews and India

a separate international agency in-
stead of the UNRRA. The French
delegate followed ‘the British with a
proposal that .activities should stop
at the water’s edge and that .the
French themselves should administer

distribution of relief.

" The British and French struggle to
weaken American dommatmn ‘of the
setup ‘came over the issue of whether
veto power over the allocation of

food and other relief supplies should. -

be given to the UNRRA, or whether
the wartime control now held jointly
by Britain and the United States
through combinéd boards, be ‘con-
tinued.

The Bntlsh and French wished to
give these boards, on which the Brit-
ish exert great influence, the powef
to allow France, which is a “rich”

' nation with gold reserves, to buy

stocks which would permit it to set
up its own independent stockpiles.
This would also go for the Nether-
lands, Belgium and Norway.

Lehman came out bitterly against
these limitations on the powers of
the committee. He wants no private
stockpiles but a pool from which all
nations would draw, with the United
States, of course, having most of t.he
say.\

The United States. won, thzs first
skirmish and any country with re-
sources to buy supplies independent-

ly of the UNRRA will have to get .

its okay first.

On another issue, the Umteﬂ States,
standmg together with England and
China, was voted down by a combi-

. nation of Russia, the occupied coun-

tries and most of the Latin American

countries.’ These countries defeated

the proposal to qualify a clause that
(Continued on page 4)

is at the center of _incidents exposed

by Boehm, considered his charges of -

sufficient importance to devote col-
umns to:them. & 2

- Several years ago the Seeurities
and Exchange Commission discovered
that Union Electric officers-had-spent
more than $600,000 in- efforis to:in-
fluence elections. KLouis H. Egan,
who for twenty years was .president
of the company, was convicted with
others and given a two-year ferm,
while the company was heavily fined.

Egan _and the company appealed to

the United States Supreme Court,

contending a provision of the Hold-
ing Company Act under which they
had been convicted was unconstitu-
tionall

Last week the Supreme Court held
the challenged provision valid, which
means Egan must go to jail and the
company pay the fine.

Forced to Testify Falsely
Immediately following the decision

Boehm filed his suit. He says he tes-
tified falsely at the trial and also

York State CIO also voted unani

‘make definite demands with the uf

. freeze with ever'- mounting  livifg:

|

¥

secure wage adjustments to. levels
necessary to maintain their. morale
healt.h and efficiency and t6 meet the:
special needs imposed on them in th:
war period.” ;
In line with this resolutxon. th
International Board of the Unit
Auto Workers has also recommernid
wage increases in the entire industw
It is expected that the first to ca Y
out the recommendation and mi
specific demands will be the Chr 8=
ler department of the union, rep
senting 70,000 workers. e
Among the other CIO unions tha
have thus far taken action to. 1mp1e"
ment the cohvention resolution kick
ing the Little: Steel formula out.
labor’s back door are the Alus
Electrical and Textile Workers

The Executive Board of the: Ne

mously to urge “all its affiliates
immediately seek wage increases to
meet the rapid increases in the cos
of living.”

Outside the CIO, the Internatx .
Ladies Garment Workers Union; z
AFL affiliate representing 500,000
workers, has likewise'come out in 5
vor of wage increases in excess ‘of
the limits.set by the formula. .

Undoubtedly these and other
unions will now follow the exampl
of the Steel Workers Union  an

most speed. Labor leaders can _m')
longer resist the pressure from ‘the
ranks. The labor movement is on :ts_
way, to end the injustice of a wage:

costs on the one side, and. on' the
other big business war profits \10
1943 at over $8,000,000,000 clear gra\?y.‘
Other Progressive Demands ' = -
Besides asking for a wage increase,
the Steel Workers Union will make
other progressive demands., One |
for "severance pay"” for . worker
“when a plant or any portion tha;eo
is permanently closed down.” '
Four weeks' pay will be requested'
for workers having' one ‘to three
years' continuous service, and eigh
weeks" pay for those baving three
years or more of continuous, ‘service
to their credit. L

(Continued on page 2) -\--'

juggled the books of Union_ Ele(;t_tié
on orders from his superiors, wh
had assured him /the law was invalid
and that he could perJure hmse
with impunity.

Under- threat he would Iose his
$54,000 job, Boehm -declares, he and
other officers and employees of N
American were compelled to pay:fees

-to lawyers; which were “kicked back”
-and turned into the slush fund.:

The - slush  fund, Boehm charges
was spent as dlrecte:l, by Harr!
Williams, chairman of the board of
North American and for many years
a spectacular Wall’ Street operator,
whose wife has been described
“the best-dressed woman in Am
ica.”

Others involved by Boehm in the
scandal are Dillon, Read & Coi, Ni
York investment bankers,' who
years, according to Boehm, enjoy
“the highly luerative business of mar-
keting securities for North American
without competitive bidding”

(Continged on page ¢) '_ i
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policy of . hf." CIQ in: dtmneqtmp
th' the, 1044 elgctions to build la-
‘Holitical -organization: -inv -the

5 third pasty, but to ahstain

m nd discourage any move in
_direction. ...a third party at this
will .only. serve to divide labor
the progressive forces and assure
election of our political enemies.”
olution talks about a ‘“third
and does mot use the eXpres-
; “Labor Party.” This Kkind of
obscures the real issue and ev-
ng t!lat i relevant in connec-
n wth independgnt political ac-
i by the working class. We should

i

arties . in the United States, but
tlléir eharaetar, program;. cem-
fon -and the all-important ques-
] - what group or class do they
e, r_epr_es:_ent p_nd protect?
The -Republican. and 'Demgocratic.
rties do not serve, represent or
tect the working class. They
. represent and protect the-hoss
the ruling class, of capitalists.
This ' is just as true of the “New
1” Democratic Party as of the
‘New Freedom” Democratic Party of
'gd_ruw Wilson or the Repubhcan

__h as might call itself a “Progres-
ve Party” or “People’s Party.”

ame of “liberals.” Sueh a party
Id be a capitalist party and could

hl.rd Qartx ” It would be a FIRST
a:t;r, sa far. as we wquers are. can-

J;hls direetion, and soon, the
elﬁgent and mihtant of. the

ilip: Murray and the other CIO
Jers' will hang on to Roosevelt's
at-tails until they are battered and
sed beyond . recognition. These

And - what is
- response? More tears and
uppllcatlon It’s about time, it
to us; that labor began think-
"ettmg the capitalist bosses
ieir stooges in Washington into
sition of beggars and suppli-

;ipo‘h?,;\c_'r'lon and the Workers
‘believe. that the first mlitical

Such a: fpa:ty would net have given
‘mosstrike pledge; it would not have
pted the Little Steel  formula.
] a party wounld-have backed the
! strikes without any: ifs and
, ' Such a party would npt be
by Roosevelt’s werk-or-
fight' ‘deeree or by Smith - Connally

s free, independent and militant
bor' Party would educate its mem-
and the working class in the
principles of aggressive trade union-
ism and working class pnlitmal ac-
tlon.

Roosevelt, Willkie and the bosses
would not like this but—so what?
~The masses of the workers would
likke it because they would know that
such a Labor: Party .would  protect,
serve and defend their interests.

is, H_i_e ‘Times and
‘Collar Workers

'I‘he little patent lawyer, Davis,
o0'is head of the anti-labor WLB,
‘very downcast over the low: wages
of( the “white collar workers. The
Ne ork: Times is-also very excited
about:.the condition of the office
slaves. . Aside from the hypocrisies
of Davis and’the Times, which don’t
serve much attention, all that can
d is what every worker knows‘

hi!

“gther suggestion is in order.
m. Merrlll and the other Stalinists
‘the CIO white collar work-
unions, pay more attention to the

ons and less aftention to the Sta-.
« bureaueracy’ in Moscow. The

linist leaders of the white: collar
ns might’ try a season of organ-
white - collar: workers . and
e opéning of a “second front”
_.to the capitalist politicians and gen-
erala. S5 v p

NEWS AND VIEWS FROM THE LABOR FRONT

cni_mernnd with. the number -

the white collar workers organize |

tunes of the members of their -

R. J. Thomas Defends Brewsfer Umon--

(Continued from page 1)
out blueprints and without engineer-
ing.
Mr, Singer said: “There have been.

. no ajrplanes of that design; there has

been: mo engineering data of /any
kind :-other: than, as I say, ainough
sketch. and this mark-up; so that you

can readily -se¢ we were igoing into:

production on something that did not
exist,”

. The: ennrusion which resulted:: lrom_
this preposterous situation should he
understandable to all reasonable
men, Frederick Riebel, another for-
mer president of Brewster, told your
committee that engineering changes
numbered 500 to 1,200 per week. Mr.
Riebel also indicated that there was
considerable labor Hoarding at the
plant. It was also testified that the
flow of materials was irregular and
inadequate, and that the physical lay-
out of the Long Island City plant was
far from conducive to fop production.

In' view of these circumstances, I
da-not see how any labor union:could

be held responsible for production

failures. Unfér the circumstances re-
cited to your committee, there can
be no legitimate charge- made  of
lpafing on the part of workers.: I
have, at times, worked in mass pro-
duction plants and I know that bad
engineering and lack of parts give
workers no alternative but oceasional
idleness.- This was obviously true in
the Brewster Lcmg Island City plant.

What happened there cannot prop-
erly be called loafing; more correctly,
it should be labeled “enforced idle-

' ness;!’ for which: the mai_:lagemeﬁt was

sclely responsﬂ)le

o TR

Smna cher roints il

<Your: committee deveted .a great
-amaunt of - time at. its-hearings to.an
attack on:: features .of - the: coniraet
which covered the Brewster workers.
These eonfracts.were: signed by the
managements, as well: as the Brew-
ster locall "In yeur: attack on. sorme
features of these contracts, as I said
before, you do not merely attack the
Brewster Loeal, but you attack and
seek ‘to- undermine similar contracts
which cover the majority of our
country’s thirteen million organized
workers....

. Your committee made much of the
fact that the Brewster Local sought
a voice on recommendations. for Se-
lective Service deferments for essen-
tial workers in the plants. I have no
apology to make for this. The local
was merely following some excellent
suggestions on policy. which have
been clearly enunciated by General
Lewis B. Hershey, director of Selec-
tive Service.

Were your cemmittee not intent
upon . smearing, the Brewster Local
and, incidentally, the rest of the
labor movement, you could find more
than sufficient testimony given at
the hearlngs to ]ustlf;._r the conclusmn

that labor was not the factor respon-
sible for the failure of production.
You have been ‘informed that the
production - .record . in the Newark
plant . of the Brewster Corporation
was highly satisfactory, yet this-plant
operated under the same contract
and under the same set of -officers
that prevailed -at Long Island C;ty
and. Hatboro plants,.

In this conneetion, I w:m’ld- refer
you also to the testimony of Rear
Admiral- Sydney Kraus, of Eieut. J.
J. Reynolds, Jr., and of other wit-
nesses. These witnesses refused to
be pressured by members of your
committee into stating that the cén-
tract of Local 365 was a major cause
for the lack of production....

Admiral Kraus put his finger on
one of the sore spois of the situation
when he stated: “Brewster wage
seales ‘were low and remained low,
and contributed o bad merzale for a
long time.” In' this connection, Ad-
miral Kraus ‘declared also: “They
(the management) got away for a
considerable time with a wage scale
that was below par. That condition
cannot exist indefinitely and refain
either an adequate or a coniented
force' of employees.”” These fair
siatements so annoyed your commit--
tee that one of its members permit-
ted himself to tell the Admiral: “I
think you know a great deal you are
not telling.”

"In apporhomng blame for the klnd

of management with which Brewster
was saddled, I believe the Navy De-
partment cannot be absolved. I think
it perfectly obvious-that C.-A. Van
Dusen -and: Mf. Riebel, two..of: the
mast recent presidents of: Brewster,
were - certainly ‘not equipped for:the

tasks with which: they were entrust«

ed. Yet:these men were the choice
of the: Navy Department. I have:re-

- ceived sufficient first-hand reports: to.
. indicate what, members-of: your cams=.

mittee . must also know—that: Mry/Rie-
bel, in addition to being incompetent
on production, had no conception
whatever of how to deal with men
and labor.

Both Mr. Van Dusen and Mr. Rie-
bel, as your committee was informed,
had in their employ capable labof re-
lations men who were paid good sal-
aries. These experts were apparent-
1y ignored by Mr. Riebel and Mr. Van
Dusen, men who had no conception of
the problems involved. Mr. Riebel's
recital to your committee regarding
the so-called “declaration of war” by
the Brewster Local, was silly, child-
ish stuff which I am sure must have
embarrassed your committee, eager
as it was to give an air of credence
to the witnesses’ wild attacks on the
Brewster workers and their union....

Very truly yours,
R. J. THOMAS, Presu:lent

United Automobile, Aircraft -

and -Agriculiural Implement
'Workers of America, CIO.

Sfeel Workers Umon Demands Raise--

(Continued from page 1) .

" This excellent demand is also in
accordance with a resolution passed
at the CIO convention seeking to
prevent workers from being thrown
out of their jobs without any means
of subsistence when war orders
cease and reconversion commences.
Presumably all CIO unions will make
gimilar demands. While not in any
way solving:the post-war unemploy-
ment problem, such a demand should
be pushed to the utmost for the tem-
porary relief it can give,

The unien will also be asking for
the restoration of time and a half
for the sixth and seventh days of
every regular week worked—a right
given up by labor leaders about a
year: ago.

Another protective demand tfo- be
made by -the Steel Workers Union is
for a guaranteed minimum weekly
wage for each worker for each week

during the life of the new contract
to be negotiated. This demand is to
counteract partial lay-offs that would
make deep gashes in the workers’
pay envelapes.

The five hundred -locals of the
United Steel Workers Union have
still to vote on the recommendations
of their board. They will undoubted-
ly push their demands with the ut-
most energy and determination. They
areenow out in front, with the whole
labr movement watching them.

The -auto, electrical and aluminum
workers, every CIO union, every
AFL union, all of organized labor
likewise have to make specific de-
mands for wage increases and for
protective measures—and get behind
their demands with all they have.
What Is Involved

It is not only necessary to smash
the Little Steel formula once and for
all time to enable labor to keep pace

with ithe cost of living necessities—

which in itself is as important as life

itself. In a larger sense, however, it

is also necessary for the labor move-

ment to restore its militancy if it
 hopes to survive.

There will be grave post-war prob-
lems to solve which only labor will
be able to solve.

In turn this means that the unor-
ganized will have to be brought into
the ranks of organized labor—where
they can be induced to go only if the
-militant action of the unions is actu-
ally getting results for its members.
The capitalists must not be given a
chance to.pit the unorganized worker
against the union worker.

At the CIO convention,
Thomas, president of the UAW, now
on the eve of making important wage

demands, delwered these stlrrmg
words:
“I think in ﬂns convention- the No.

o x’ Lo 2

R. J.'

1 slogan of our convention should be
the same as it was when the Com-

mittee of Industrial Organizations.

was organized, and that is to go out
across this country and organize and
organize, and when you are through
organizing, keep on organizing.”

To which sentiment must be added
the reminder that when the CIO was
organized, if did so on a fighting pro-
gram, involving some of the greatest
strike aetion in labor history. The
rank and file ought to keep this shin-

ing precedent before them today.

They also have the recent example
of the miners who went out on strike
four times, pioneering in the fight to
break the Little Steel formula.

It is clear that the no-strike pledge
must also go with the wind. In fact,
it is the logical next step to the de-
mands made by the Steel Workers
Union and to. be made by the other
CIO unions.

 [Readers of Labor Action Take

the Floor

Detroit _Redaer
On Miners’ Strike
T the Editor:

It seems to me that LABOR AC-
TION and your writer, Walter Weiss,
have not been able to 'make up your
minds whether the miners actually
won anything or not in the Ickes-
Lewis agreement. I refer o the is-
sues of November 8 and 15. In two
articles Weiss proves, or triés to
prove, that the miners got practi-
cally nothing., At the same time the
headline in the November 15 LABOR
ACTION reads “Miners’ Victory
Shows the Way” and in the course of
his article Weiss writes: “But they
won part of their fight and they
smashed the Little Steel formula.”
_. What are the actual facts:

Under the Ickes - Lewis agreement
-the miners get $57.37% for a 5215-
hour'week. But of this only 48 is ac-
tual working time and 4% is travel
time,

Compare what the miners would
have' gotten for the -SAME work
week under the OLD agreement
which provided pay only for actual
working time and not for travel time.

LN}

For a 48-hour week at the rate of .

$1.00 per hour (time and one-half
after 35 hours) the miners would
have received $54.50.

Under the new agreement, $57.374%.
Under the.old, $54.50. Simple arith-
metic shows that for the same WORK
the miners receive $2.87%% more.

Under the old agreement, by work-
ing 48 hours the miners would have
_received pay for 541 hours. Divide
the $2.87 by the 543% and you dis-
cover that the miners won a REAL
increase of four' cents an hour, cal-
culated on the basis of the old con-
tract. )

It is this real. increase in wages
that proves that the miners broke the
Little Steel formula, despite the fact
that they fell far short of their origi-
nal, demands for a '$2.00-a-day in-
crease,

And the miners will still - win
more out of the same agreement. A
reporter asked Davis: “Do you think
you'll get eight hours at the face?”"
“I'm not operating the mines,” Davis
answered, “and Fll ask you one; do
you think Mr. Ickes will get eight
h;urs?" The reporter apswered:
i 0!)

The miners broke the steal formula
by striking. Let's not give any as-
sistance t6 the WLB or the Adminis-
tration by glossmg over this fact.

3 B.H, netmit.
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The letter from B. H. of Detroit
raises some interesting points in con-
neotion with the miners’ decision and
whether orf not the miners won their
fight.

In think, too, that the banner head-
line of the paper and the article in
question did not quite run fogether.
.The -article was too analytical of the
wage demands without concentrating
its attention on the implications and
significance of the fight the coal dig-
gers of this couniry made.

Although the article of Walter
Weiss did make clear that the miners’
fight was the first big shot against
the Little Steel formula and had in
effect shattered it (unions every-
where 'are now- demanding wage
rates above the formula) as well as
strengthéned the ‘whole laber move-
ment, and also that the miners did
gain some increase, I think the diffi-
culty lay in the fact that all the facts
were not at hand when it was writ-
ten. '

As a matter of fact, an examination
of the press since then, including the
United Mine Workers Journal, does
not lend fo a great deal of clarity,
because there is much contradictory
material contained therein which
does not permit of a clear examina-
tion of the actions of the WLB or
Ickes.

But, insofar as. a vi@tm}y is con-
cerned, we have no doubt on that
score: the miners won a great fight!

—The Editor.

Sperry Uﬁ'iéhi'st
Writes on Miners

To the Editor of Labor Action:

This letter is a protest and in part
an answer to an article on the miners'
strike which appeared in the last is-
sue of “Shop News,” official paper of
Sperry Local 450 of the UERMWA,
CIO, by Seymour Alberts, member
of the local's policy ecommittee. -

True, that the base pay of the min-
ers was not raised except for a few
cents allowed for travel time. Nev-
ertheless the struggle, the fight and
sacrifice the - miners have gone
through has been the greatest blow
toward the crushing of the “phony

Little Steel fox*mu}a" (to. use :mur_

own words).

Exeept for the miners’ st.nke I doubt .

whether Alberts and the rest of the
present leadership of our local would
dare utter such a phrase.

After their whole -hearted . and
strenuous support of the “phony Lit-
tle Steel formula,” the WL,B and the
entire anti-laber program established
by the present government adminis-
tration (camouflaged by its war pa-
triotism), they suddenly make a turn
about-face. Why, may I ask, this
sudden change? Is it not a result of
the miners’ vicfory in bringing to
light to the rank and file of the na-
tion the atrocities being committed
by the demagogic WLB (which, by
the way, have been so schemingly
and-wisely kept a secret by the sup-
posed representatives and leaders of
our unions)?

C-o‘rhpa'rin'g the Sperry Contract

By ROCCO

Many -Sperry. workers had so re-
signed . themselves to not getting a
raise from the WLB that they hailed
as a victory the three-cent.increase.
Working under the theory that some-
thing is better than nothing, and in-
fluenced by the lump-sum retroactive
pay, some Sperryites have over-
looked or forgotten some very impor-
tant facts. '

1. The local at Ford Instrument Co.,
a subsidiary of Sperry Gyroscope
Corp., was 'able to get a much better
contract. As a matter of fact, before

its recognition by the NLRB, the -

Sperry union had as part of its plat-
form a minimum wage of seventy-
five eents an hours

2. The twenty ‘per cent withholding
tax: reduced the income. of every
worker considerably. (Big business

always counts its profits after all tax
deductions, There is no reason why
labor should not.)

3. Since the last increase in wages,
the cost of living, especially of food
and ciothmg has risen about forty
per cent. So that the same wage can
buy about forty per cent Jless than
previously.

So, you 'see, the Sperry workers
(“defense workers” who are supposed
to be soaking in wealth) have been
getting quite a rooking.

The rank and file must demand
from its union that it fight militant-
ly together with other militant locals
against such “wage cuts,” against the
WLB and its Little Steel formula.
Specifically, wdges should go up
every time prices‘go.up: In that way

“workers can  begin to solve their

problems of meeting the hlgh cost
of lwmg

Is it any wonder that Alberts has
the audacity te print in large type
that we've| received a three-cent
raise? (Were we impolite ih not ex-
pl‘essmg our appreciation for so gen-
erous a gift?)

As-a leader and representatwe of
labor, in writing the article he did,
Alberts should be put up as an ex-
ample of hypocrisy. He hailed what
he believed to be a lost fight on the
part of the miners, who for years
suffered, endured and fought with
their lives one of the most reaction-
ary industrialist groups, the mine
operators.

I hope that the rank and file will
have learned from his article the
basic reason for their failure to build
a solid and a really strong demo-
cmtm ‘union.

Joe Anonymous, Loeal 450,

Brewster Worker
Defends His Union
Dear Editor:

I happened to find a leaflet in a
restaurant near my plant. issued by
a group in UE Local 425, Ford Instru-
ment. This group, which is running
for office, charges the members of my
union, Local 365, UAW, and its pol-
icies with being responsible for the
lack of production in Brewster.

This group, in attacking our umbn,_

does not differentiate itself one sin-
gle bit from a gang of poll-taxers
and reactionaries who comprise the
Vinson Committee. The testimony at’
the hearings of this committee has

~shown that a management which

concentrated on trying to'breéak'the
union whs completely responmble for
lack of prﬁductmn ,

. The Vinson Committee attacked us
because 'we, have done a real job as
trade unionists and achieved the best
qnxon contract in the East. Every-
‘body in the trade union movement:
knows this is the reason why the
Vinson Committee attacked us. And
it is surprising that anyone claiming

to be a trade unionist is caught re- .

peating the lies and slanders of the
vicious  Vinson Committee. That's
the same thing the Daily Worker
boys tell us in the shop.

This group in Local 425 has the
earmarks of being similar to a group
known as “Row B” in our union who
gave aid and encouragement to-the
Vinson Committee by issuing leaflets.
attacking the union policies which
gave us the highest wages in the air-
craft industry in this area.

Brewster Warker.

W.RLD EVENTS

By Europccus

The Comedy of Atlantic City

" A gigantic hoax is now being per-
pefrated in .a fashionable . hotel in
Atlantie City:. A United Nations Con-
ference on Rehabilitation and Relief
has been giving performances there
for the last. two weeks.

- Hundreds; of: ihousands of : people
are dying-in the streets of India from
the severest famine which has struck
the country in many, many years. It
is- a man-made famine, caused pri-
marily by the impact of the war on
India’s economy and, by the complete
disregard, of the British overlords for
the: elementary needs of the Indian
masses. So you might think that such
a conference would have a very im-
portant job on hand:right now. But
You are mistaken there:
4 This conference is not at all inter-
ested. India is not a NAZI-occupied
country...it is occupied by the Brit-
ish. No, India does not fall within
the scope of this committee. What is
being created in Atlanic City is a gi-
gantic organization to dole out some
meager relief to the 'peoples of Post-
war Europe, provided. ..they behave
nicely and avoid “disorder ‘and an-
archy ”

‘Against the Masses

It is an attempt to. take up again
on a gigantic scale the job of the
Hbover Committee for Relief of the
last war. Students of the. history of
the Hoover committee are able to
point to hundreds of instances where
it was used as a means of political
pressure against the danger of “Bol-
shevism” in Europe.

It was used to combat the Hungar-
ian Soviet Republic. “If you aban-
don the soviets, many trains of food
which are now awaiting on your bor-
der will immediately arrive in Buda-

pest” It was used to keep the Vlen-
nese social-democrats. from succumbs,
ing to the: 'pressure: of the radical
workers. -We' will send you encugh
food to aveid the outbreak 02 hun-
ger manifestations.”

This time: the pohcy wxll be re-
peated on'a mugh larger scale. Hu-~
manitarian liberals ‘shed -crecodile
tears over tlfe splendid intentions of
the: Roosevelt Administration in
helping destitute people. But, in
fact, this conference has nothing.
whatsoever to. do with humanitarian-
ism. It is an extremely important
weapon in the defense of imperial-
ism against threatening revolutions
in Europe.

Three Powers Dominate

All forty-four United Nations are
represented at this cenference, and to
the casual observer it might look as
if" these proceedings were the ﬁrst-
stage of a genuine concert of nations,
all, great and small, having voice
and power of decision. However, this |
is strietly a th?ee,-power show. Eng-
land, America and Russia decide and"
the small states have to assent.

In ancient Rome every patrician
had a number of “clients,” i.e., ple-
‘bians who were dependent upon: his. -
patronage. In medern- international
politics, the role of the smaller na- .
tions has become very similar to that
of the Roman plebeians. They can

"hope to achieve anything only by

buying- the patronage of at least one:
of -the great powers. Thus the At-

lantic City parliament of the. forty-

four nations strongly resembles the
backstage. deals between the heads of

‘temporary alliances. In this sense,

indeed, it might be said that Atlantic’
City gives a preview on future “in-

ternational collaboration.”

Nazis Admit Germans Have Enéugh. of War

On the subject of Germany, it
might be interesting to quote the
following extracts from three Nazi
papers, as an

from the horse’s mouth, of how

wrong they are who assert the iden-

tity of the Nazi gang with the Ger-
man. people.

The Westfaelische Landeszeitung
on August 14 wrote: “Some people
say -defeat wouldn’t be as bad as it
is painted.”

The Heimbote on August.'z!; de-

illustration straight

clared: “The opinion is occasionally
heard on remote farms that the war
is not the farmer’s business.” :
The Augusburger Nationalzeitung

on August 21 said: “Some  stupid-
people say, ‘What do I care about _
the war? I didn't want it. Let those

fight who asked for-it. What do 1.
caré—L have nothing to lose and .
nothing to gain’ We must admit re-
alistically that the longer the -war
‘lasts the more people waver and

-weaken”

So be it

Carneg:e—lllmous Steel Union
Demands $2 OQ-a-Day Pay Increase

CHICAGO A minimum $2.00 pay
increase proposal as a basis for gen-
eral contract demands was adopted

by Local 65, United Steel Workers .

Union, Carnegie-Illinois 'Steel Com-
pany’s South Work plant, at its meet-
ing held November 23:

This proposal,
resolutions adopted at this meeting,
was to be presented wsto a special
meeting on November 30. These
propositions also representthe, atti-
tude: on wages and' other demands

adopted by a meeling of-Division 7 -

on November 19.

Other resolutions, provisionally

along with other‘

adopted at these meetings, call _foe:_
10 and 15 eents per hour night bonus
increases; vaeation provisions effec-

tive after one year’s service, inistead' .

of ‘the present three-year service re-
quirements; and one week of sick
leave .after 6ne year's service.

It is to be hoped that steel Iocals
throughout the industry nationally '
are also adopting recommeéndations
to help guide the deliberations of the

.national wage policy conference of '
“the union, being held in Pittsburgh, .

in regard to wage adjustments and
other improvements in the exlstmg

, contracts,
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‘A Negro Writer
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Portrays the Life
of His People

-By V. Jensen

Roi Ottley’s "New World A-Coming,” one of

~ Houghton-Mifflin’s Life-in-America prize books,
is an excellently detailed picture of Negro life.

The author subtitled the book “Inside Black

America"” and has given as his aim the relating

of the Negro's search for democracy.

" Mr. Ottley’s method is to give a detailed ac-

count of the various movements, political, cul-
tural, religious and nationalistic, and the various:
leaders who have played an important role in
the Negro life of recent years.. He used Harlem,
the most complex and influential of Negro com-
munities, as a sort of test tube in which move-
ments important in Negro life are examined as

_a reflection of what is going on in oII of black

America.
. After a brief historical sketch of the devel-

opment of Harlem into a Negro community, he

begins- his real study of Harlem with the devel-

~opments of the first decade after the First World
- War. This period was highlighted by sensational
developments in jazz which made Harlem a
~ unique entertainment center in the eyes of the
-~ white world, and more important and signifi-

cant, the growth and influence of Marcus Gar-
vey and-his nationalist “Back to Africa” move-
ment, which set in motion the wheels of race and

_color consciousness and still remains a compell-
-ing force in Negro life.

- DETAILING RECENT NEGRO I-IISTORY

Then, with a wealth of detail, he examines

. the various movements rooted in the depression

ofth_e_ thirties, movements which began as badly
expressed racial protests and which gradudlly

‘grew into more or less socially and economically

conscious movements.

- Ottley discusses the influence of Father Di-
vine, the growth of many religious sects, the im-
pact of the depression and slum life on the

~ health, morals and politics of the Negroes. He

discusses inner-racial differences social and po-

~ litical. Everything in Harlem life, from the influ-

ence of Joe Louis and the details of high life in
Harlem's cafe society to the “Jobs for Negroes’
campaign and anti-Semitism in the Negro com-
munity, is outlined.

Ottley sees his vision of a "new world a-com-
ing’’ for the Negroes (presumobly a democratic

more mature and responsible movements for po-
litical, social and economic equality for Negroes

which have flourished since the advent of the '

New Deal.

He recognizes the S|gn|f|conce not only of the
influx of the Negro into the unions, but their
new aggressiveness, their desire for equality- so
militantly expressed in union fights, in the origi-
nal sweep of the March on Washington move-
ment, in the protests and riots among Jim-
Crowed soldiers. But somewhere in his mass of
details, well orgonized and cleverly written as
they are, he has lost his d|5cr|m|not|on

: CONCLUS!ONS DO NOT FOLLOW MATER]AI.

-'Although Ottley recognizes the importance of

~the mass movement for equality, and really

started off his study on that basis; although he
recognizes the fact that the FEPC was formed as
a concession to the threat of a March on Wash-
ington, and has failed in its promise to end dis-

‘crimination in industry; although he recognizes

 that the Administration has no intention of end-

‘a new great liberator.

ing Jim Crow in the Army—still he looks to
Roosevelt to "’serve the democratic way”’ and be
More inexplicably still,
following on his mass of evidence of the wide

‘gulf between the exploited Negro masses and

Negro life and movements.

“their white capitalist masters — the conclusion

that he draws is that this is-a war for the Negro
and that he must fight in this capitalist war!
““New World A-Coming” is a good book for
white people who want to get a detailed view. of
' It is an introduction
to Negro problems. But no Negro need read it;
he has nothing to learn here, for he has lived
throggh these movements for equality, he is liv-
ing through the explmfohon of capitalist besses,
‘he is living through the horrors of.a war in which
he has no stake, in which he has to fight without
a semblance even of the democracy he yearns
for: i, . )
- What the Negro has gained in the past déc-
cdes he has gained not through President Roose-
velt nor the intervention of a few kow-towing
Negro leaders in a so-called “Bla¢k Cabinet,”

~_not through fireside chats or presidential orders

Next Week--

—but through his own fighting beside his white .

brother on the picket lines and in his own day-
to-day struggles in his community.

) 4 -

LABOR ACTION will carry the full story of

':_l-hg Tl-lree Power conferences.

: ‘world) made possible through the growth of

Of Specml Interest to Women

The prospect of more ‘meat for civilians is
something to look' forward to.
The War Food Admmlstratlon announced its

suspension of ' quota limitations on the s!a_ugl;ter 4

of livestock because there is:now a record surplus
of 17,000,000 head of cattlz.

. In fact, the OPA expects such a huge supply of

.meat in-the near future that it contemplates re-
'dumng/fratwn points on meats to induce the con-
sumer to buy plenty, That will be fine, but—

Why wasn’t the meat released right along in-
steml of aHowing suc¢h' a surplus to accumulate?
It looks now as if the meat famine was an unnec-
sary: hardship! '

The pendulum of focd supplies for the people
is allowed to swing from the extreme of d,lre short-
ages to the other extreme of oversupply. “All or
nothing at all” is all right for the theme of a song,
but hardly a sound pohcy for the dlStI‘lbutlon, of
the people’s food. And behmd all the bungling
and unnecessary -hardship can be found the motwe
of private profit for the b;g food interests.

LABOR ACTION has been pushing the .idea
that the food situation must be handled by com-
mittees ‘'of organized labor, housewives and, work-
ing farmers. One thing - becomes more and mere
certain: No one could do worse from the angle of
working class needs thsn the big farm interests
and the politicians are doing.
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And what about the quality of the meat to be
released?

Recent meat supplies have been decidedly in-
ferior—so poor in fa¢t that many retail butchers
have refused‘to handle seme of it.

One dealer in the Washington Market in New
York City said he could not sell it to his customers
and keep their trade. “The only thing that kind of
beef is good for is for chewing gum,” he told a
reporter.

Inferior meat comes from poorly fed cattle.
Now here is a riddle to be answered. The gov-
ernment has just paid a subsidy of $450,000,000 to
catile growers because the cost of feed for cattle
has gone up/ So what have the caitle growers been

doing with that $450,000,000 that should have gone
for good feed to make good cattle to yield good
meat?

Did the big catfle growers pocket the subsidy
ag gravy—and proceed to buy cheap feed for their
cattle on the assumption that in thls market any-
thing can be sold? -

Could be, could be!

Such ethics on the ‘part of big business cattle
growers would' be right in line with the war prae-
tices of big: business in general. It not only wraps
its fists around all the so-called “legitimate™ war
proﬂts it can but around every illegitimate billion

‘that comes its way—witness the sale of defective
war material which means shipping unexpected
death to the boys at the front.

That’s capitalist morality.

o

While the dnspute over miners’ wages was in
progress, the Bitumingus. Coal Institute, the organ-
ization of mine bosses, staged at the Hotel Plaza
in New York a fashion show unigue in fashion
hlstory‘.

‘ There were put on display by these exploiters
of “the bituminous miners the: styles in clothes

*“that the daughters and wives of-miners desire to

wear and do wear.” Besides tailored clothes, the
show in¢luded party and evening dresses, fur coats
and jackets—naturally not of mink or ermine.

The hot-air merchants speaking for the coal

barons at the show failed to give statistics on how
many daughters and wives of miners actually do
wear the garments on display — which certainly
are nothing extraordinary . in this day and age—
apd how many get no closer- to these simple thiugs
than permitted by the thick plate-glass windows
of the stores owned by the mine companies.
Neither did any of the speechmakers bother to
state that a large portion of the retail business in
the mining areas—as well as everything else—is
owned and conducted by the mine' companies.
With such a monopoly of trade, they charge what-
ever they want to—thus very effectively- keeping
down the number of miners’ daughters and wives
who can afford to buy their desirable merchandise.

‘By Susan Green

Why do you suppoese this deceptive show was
put on by the mine companies? Simple, my dear
Watson—to “prove” that the miners, whose daugh-
ters and wives roll in fur coats and jnckets, do not
need a wage increase.. Presumably the miners
were siriking. for the hell of it.

. :

A different kind of fashion show was put on
unofficially the other night. The “golden horse-
shoe” at the Metropolitan Opera House 'in New
York blazed forth in all its splendor for the open-
ing of the opera season.

“Fabulous jewels” were worn by many. of the
nofable ladies. One matron dazzled the crowd
“with her array of diamond bracelets from wrist
to elbow."” (What, not all'the way up to her shoul-
der?) This jane alsp sported emerald earrh:gs and
a diamond and emerald necklace. ..

“It was somewhat of a toss-up whether mink or '

‘ermine appeared the most often.” The gowns were
of satin, lamé, chiffon, net, lace—and did not come
from the company stores in the mine districts.

' This finery, came from the swanky Mainbocher
where anybody can get an evening ﬂtmsy for from
$300 to $600, or from Valentina’s, where prices run
on‘the same level. The “less eXpensive” among
them might have been made up exclusively by So-
phie at Saks-Fifth Avenue,

While these dames did not wear their street
clothes on this occasion, it must be stated here—
to complete the picture—that they are the social
set that thinks nothing of spending $400 for a suit
and $150 for a little sweater to go with the suit.

Yes, you heard mé. And if any of my readers
do not believe this, let them try to pick up a little
“bargain” at Mainbocher, Valentina or Cartier’s.

The “golden horseshoe” at the Metropolitan
symbolizes the class that ﬁghts tooth and nail
against every demand of the workers for a decent
wage. Yet labor produces all the wealth the rich

wallow in as unashamedly in wartime as in peace-
. time. There will come a hme when labor will re-

fuse to snpport a class of useless parasites in the
manner to which it is accustomed—or indeed in
any manner at all.

Randolph Prepares a New ‘Demarche’

" By W. F. CARLTON

“I advise you that you may expect
instructions and the call to march
on Washington perhaps next spring.”

Who is this speaking? No less a
person than A. Philip Randolph. This
was his final message to the Negro
people of Denver, where he spoke
on Sunday and Monday, November
21 ‘and 22. Randolph is, once more

preparmg" a march on Washmgton
which he has already called oﬁ' sevs
eral tlmes

Randolph Is Misleading

Randolph in his talks declared that
faseism and discriminatibn are on the.
increase in the United States. Let us
leave out fascism for the moment and
deal with discrimination. Randolph
is propagating a dangerous falsehood
when he gives the impression that
discrimination against Negroes is in!
creasing in the United States. It is
a dangerous falsehood because it is

one-sided. While it is true that the -

reactionaries, North and South, have
become more militant in their anti-
Negro activity, the organized laber
movement, the CIO in particular, is
carrying on propaganda and agitation
and . taking steps to build better rela-
tions between whites and Negroes on
a seale never before known in this
country. /

This is the fundamental fact about
racial relations today. During the re-
cent upheavals in Detroit, the white
and' Negro workers .in the factories

‘displayed a solidarity which has been

commented on by all observers.

Furthermore, many middle class
and liberal minded people feel that,
in a countiry which is sgpposed to be
fighting for democracy, the situation
of the Negroes is intolerable and
something should be done about it.
These people are, as usual, muddle-
headed and do not see that only the
labor movement can seriously tackle
discrimination, But they mean well
toward the Negroes.

However, when such a movement

starts, the reactionaries are immedi-
ately on the alert to fight it. That is

why the hoodlums and the Ku Klux .

Klanners in Detroit and backward
labor elements in the South begin to
be more vicious than ever in their
attacks upon the Negroes.

They see that the Negroes are mili-
tantly on the offensive for their dem-

ocratic rights, They see that, large

sectlons of the labor movement are
taking the Negro’s struggles serious-
ly. They see that in Detroit, the en-
try of thousands of Negroes and the
chaos and confusion of capitalist so-
ciety have brought about a sharp ra-
cial situation. But they see too that
organized labor, in this case the
UAW, fights for more than Negro
rights in the ordinary social life of
the city. Still more, the UAW and
the Neg‘z‘oes actually formed a politi-
cal united front in the recent'elec:
tions.

Fear of Negro Militancy

It is all this which moves the pro-
fessional Negro-baiters and the ene-
mies of erganized labor and the Ne-

groes—they are often the same peo-
ple—to raise their voices and plan
and organize against Negroes. In so
complicated a matter you cannot give
figures but, in our opinion, the truth
is not what Randolph says it is. It is
because the movement toward recog-
nition of the Negro’s rights is gaining
strength that the enemles of equality
are so active,

Randolph, Walter White, Adam
Powell and the rest of them never
make this clear. Whenever they face
Negro, militancy, they give the im-
pression that the Negroes are in a
minority and that everybody is
agamst them.

However, in this crisis, the iact is

that Negroes are those who, by their

militant struggles, have forced the
country to take notice of them and
their demands. And one of the ene-
mies of Negro mlhtancy is ‘this same
Ph111p Randolph. It is very impor-
tant for us to get this right and not
be fooled by Randolph again as we
have:been fooled in the past. Par-
ticularly when he begins to talk big
about marching on Washington, “per-
haps in the spring,” we have to watch
him and warn everybody against him.

Randolph, Past and Present
Randolph has a good past. Many
years ago he was a socialist and ran
a fine socialist paper for Negroes,
called The Messenger. Then he be-
came an organizer and leader of the
Pullman porters. That, too, was a
good job. Every time the AFL con-
vention meets, Randolph makes a
militant speech against discrimina-

tion in the AFL and gets a great deal
of publicity.

But, as we have repeatedly shown
in LABOR ACTION, it was Ran-
dolph and Walter White of the
NAACP who called off the march on
Washington in 1941.

The Negroes wanted to march.
Randolph and White had the oppor-
tunity to develop and lead one of the
biggest Negro demonstrations that
this country has known for years. It
would have stimulated the organized
labor movement and all progressive
elements; it would have assisted the
struggle for democratic rights all
around, not only for Negroes, and it
would have echoed around the world.
But Philip Randolph said “No” and
accepted instead the FEPC.

Today the Negro dquestion is once
more coming to the fore. The Attor-
ney General's office, the War Man-
power Commission and others are all
busy trying to pacify the wrath of the
Negro people. The FEPC is exposed
as a do-nothing body. It is at this
moment that Randolph comes out
again. He promises to lead a march,
“perhaps in the spring.”

We say conﬁdentiy If, even by
some miracle, he does find himself
entangled in the leadership of such a
march, he will betray it. We must
beware of Randolph. He is pro-war,
pro-Roosevelt, and he talks big, but
is afraid of the militant mass move-
ment. When he begins to promise a
march in the spring it xs time for us
to do some organizing of our own
and to remember Randolph’s betray-
al two years ago.

Canol, New Stan ard Oil Scandal

By V. J.

Government oil deals. have been
notoriously fragrant, ‘but the latest
“Canpl” deal may establish a long-
d:stance record Tor smelliness. As a
matter.of fact, this smell leaked out
of Washington through the Truman
Committee and is now clogging sen-
sitive noses from here to Canada and
back. >

In May, 1942, the Army launched
this Canol oil project to provide
aviation gasoline for Alaskan mili-
tary purposes without even consult-
ing the War Production Board, which
is supposed to control priorities for
stratpgic mafterials, or the Petroleum
‘Administration, which is supposed to
be responsible for.the oil program.
‘When these departments got wind of
this matter, the Army refused to let
them in on the little deal, chargiag
that it was a military secret. It was
still a military secret here long after
the Canadian government had pub-
lished details, .

This project seems' to have been
dreamed up ifi the office of General
Semervell, who, it appears, was ex-

tremely charitable with the Canadi- _

ans and Standard Oil. It called for
prospecting of oil by Imperial Oi¥ (a
subsidiary of Standard Qil of New
Jersey), the construction of a 550-
mile pipeline from Fort Norman to
White Horse, Canada, and the con-
struction of a refinery at White
Horse, all at the expense of the U. S.
government,

Prospecting was to be done at gov-
ernment expense, but' the oil riglhts
were to belong to the oil company
and the ‘Canadian government, and
under the terms of the contract the
U. S. government would never be re-
paid. The Canadian ‘government is

also to get the option to the refinery
at the end of the war at its commer-
cial value, which Ickes {estified
would probably be nothing.

Ickes blasted the project before the
Truman Committee and recommend-
ed that it be junked. Representative

"Leon (}avm of Pennsylvania charg_ed
that the government couldn't be re-
paid for the expense of prospecting
for 168 years. Ickes also said that
General Somervell had used the

- “military secret” excuse as ‘an alibi

for failing to consult the Petroleum
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Administration and he iurmshed the
committee with a series of protests
he had filed with 'the War Depart-
ment. These included a recommen-
dation of an alternative procedure of
using:an inland waterway system for
transporting oil to Alaska from the
United States. The War Department
used this but did not junk Canol.
Budget Dxrector Harold Smith tes-
tified that he got the plan from the
Army first as a $25,000,000 project
but by sprmg 1943, it had grown to
a $119 000 000 prolect After investi-

_gators from ‘the Budget Department

were sent out; he suggested that the
project be stopped but the Army in-
sisted on gomg ahead for “military”
reasons.

Meanwhile the generals, old caval-
ry men, have climbed on their high
horses and are keepr,ng an m]ured
and dignified -silence, leaving it to
Under Secretary of War Patterson to
explain that this was a “war project,”
not a “commercial” one. This lucid
explanation is ably backed by the
protestations of the press, which
tearfully exp]ams that no cost is too
great to get oil to our boys. (Natu-
rally this does not apply to paying

higher wages to coal miners so that .

our boys can get coal!)

There is just the faintest, faintest
breath of a suspicion that some one
from Standard Oil of New Jersey has
a friend in the War Department.

Anyway, Henry, open the Senate
doors a little wider—there's a terrl-
ble odor in there!

We Are For--
An Independent
Labor Party -

L .

_ no difficulty handing out promises.

‘the same old buncombe.

" not compromise with any comtitpﬂpnql flgtmgﬂ,

The violent and first phase in 'the curreént
Lebanese fight for independence has thus: |
ended in a defeat for the French. Under: Bh
combined pressure of Briitsh diplomacy, for the
reasons we have pointed out previously, and the
fighting spirit of the Lebanese, as expressed:in;
a twelve-day general strike; mass demonstrations:
and the formation of guerrilla troops, the Freng
have been forced to'grant the Lebanese their
immediate demands. They have agreed to; re-
store to office Premier Riad Solh and two other
ministers whom they had dismissed immediatel
after the proclamation of independence by. I%he
Lebanon Parliament,

The struggle has now entered a new pepi'qdf’-
of negotiation and diplomacy. The French wi
undoubtedly propose alterations in the constitu:
tional structure of Lebanon designed to give the
Lebanese greater control over their own affairs.
But these will be no more than paper changes
The French will keep the real power ‘in their
own hands. .. if the Lebanese let them get:
away with it!

FRENCH PROMISES AND REALITY

The people of Lebanon must have Ioughed
grimly when they heard General Catroux broad-
cast from Beirut on November 24: “Once again
my lot has been to help you recover your Consti:
tution, to which |, with the Committee of :Na-
tional Liberation, am as much attached as your-.
selves. France remains faithful to her promlses,
commitments and duties.” L0

The Lebanese have learned to know the:-
French by what they do, not by what they sqy
The history of French rule has been one of prom-
ises and parliamentary concessions, the first no
sooner made than broken, the second serving as
a cloak for the strengthening of their repress:ve
control. \

In- 1926 the state of Greater Lebanon wg;‘
made a republic with all. the constll'l.mqnql,
forms of a democratic regime. However, the
French maintained the power of veto over _im-.'

portant legislation and kept their hold over for-
. P

eign affairs.

In 1936 the French signed treaties with Syria
and Lebanon, -giving them their independeri'"
after a probationary period of three years. But
on September 21, 1939, it was reported in
“Athra,” a publlcohon of the time put out in
Beirut, that the Constitution was abrogated, Par-
liament was dissolved and a State Secretary was -
given the real power. This State Secretary \g,f_gs_-’,'
appointed by the French High Commissioner and
had the power to make appointments to. all the
important offices .of the state. That was how
the French kept their promises to the Lebanese.

A REVIEW OF RECENT EVENTS

But imperialists who find it impossible to
grant real independence to their colonies have
In 1941, «
General Catroux carried the following gqld,enl--
words to the Lebanese: “Free France ... will
come to put an end to the mandatory ;egtme, _
and proclaim you free and independent.”” .

This time the Lebanese took matters in thei
own hands, and on November 9, 1943, declared
themselves an independent republic. . The Frengh,
immediately dropped their mask and with swift
military strokes arrested the leaders of Parlia-
ment, banned the press of the country and de-
clared a state of martial law. But they met the
united resistance of the people of Le.'?‘!".'?!?g
which broke the back of French force.

And now the French are back to their o,{d
tricks. The 1941 “liberator,” Cotroux, is mok-\
ing speeches again. - “Once again’ he says he
is going to liberate them. Does this gromoghpn" _
of the French rulers believe that the Lebanese.
have forgotten 19417 Or’is he consciously add-
mg insult to mjury? The Lebanese know that

“once again’’ means nothing but the re\rwol of

LEBANESE CAN TAKE THEIR INDEFENBENGE

 The French have no more intention of gwqqg
up Lebanon than the British have of “giving up

India. On November 27 the New York Times
said: “There is no sign that the French wo;._;jg,
consider giving up the mandate until such time .
‘as the League of Nations can meet to discuss
the matter.” The French are hiding behlnd the
“legal”. skirts of a corpse, and expect the. Leb-
anese to wolt for the resurrection “‘to dlscuss &
the matter.”

To win their mdependence the Lebunese ciu
up or legal fakery. They have Im_d enou_gh_g
words. If they are not granted unqualified inde-
pendence, there is a way out: kick out the Funch
and take independence.
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LABOR ACTION

’M‘inneapolis Case

‘Last week we published the news of the
refusal of the Supreme Court to review the
erdict in the “’Minneapolis Case.” By this
efuéal the court has declared 'that the
1ghteen members of the Socialist Workers
.urty must go to jail, -

_ The facts in the case are well anWn to
reoders of this paper. These members _of
he SWP were brought to trial because the

ind ‘militantly led by them, had incurred
he wrath of -the employers and the reac-
ionary officialdom of their international
nion, led by its president, Daniel J. Tobin.
The case was, in reality, an accommodation
‘to the bureaucracy by getting rid of this
leadership.

~ They came to trial under the notorious
Smith '‘gag” law and were convicted on
'such evidence as being advocates of the
deas of the "Communist Manifesto,” writ-
_ten by Karl Marx almost a hundred years
ago : L
. Thus while notorious and outspoken fas-
cists walk the streets and propagate their

_their filthy propaganda in the Houses of
Congress, revolutionary socialists, the best
defenders of the common. interests of the
'_w'prkers, are being sent to jail—for exercis-
ing their democratic rights!

 The persecution and prosecution

'SWP, in the ““Minneapolis Case,”
hounding of The Militant, as well as the
“persecution of the Workers Party in the
‘harrassing of LABOR ACTION, are of a
_'piece with the growing reaction against la-

bor.
sdhment of the SWP comrades, the freez-
_ing of wages, the exorbitant taxes upon
workers, ‘no-strike legislation threatened
against labor, job freezing and. .. fabu-
lous profits of the bosses. Class rule goes
~hand in hand with class justice.
~In its refusal to review the case, the Su-
preme Court, by evasion, is actually up-
holding the Smith “gag” law. This makes
it all the more necessary to fight for its re-
peal, since it is a threat against the whole
labor movement.

" We ask all our friends to give their sup-
port to the Civil Rights Defense Committee,
160 Fifth Avenue, New York City, which
'is in charge of the ""Minneapolis Case.”

Another Trial
And lts Lessons

On page one of this issue of LABOR AC-
- TION we reprint a story of the trial involv-
ng the North American Company, a giant
“holding firm sued by a former officer who
_took the rap for the company in a previous
case.
~ The trial is important in that it reveals
the efforts of a monopohshc firm in the
 utility field engaging in “political action.”
This political action consisted in buying off
‘the professional politicians of the Republi-
‘can and Democratic Parties, who appear to
' be easily bought.

of the
in the

eamsters Union in Minneapolis, organized -

deas, while supporters of Hitlerism speak

Into the same pattern fall the impri--

The company speﬁt $5,000,000 since
1930 to prevent progressive legislation
from passing, or so-called progressive can-

‘didates from being elected to office—that

is to say, candidates who would not do the
bidding of the utility interests.

There is a lesson in this case, and it is
as clear as day. The lesson is that labor,
all who toil in order to live, needs its own
political party to fight for the interests of
its own class. \

" There is nothing new in this trial.. Other
monopolistic corporations of big business

~ have done and are doing what North Amer-
_ican has done. The history of politics in
"_this country is a long history of how big

business controls and directs the two big
political parties and always against the in-
terests of the workers, the small farmers,
.the poorer elements of the middle class.

In observing this case, labor must break
completely with boss politics. This means
no support to the Democratic or Republican

- Parties, the national, state or local ma-

chines. It means that labor must begin now
to organize its own party, an independent
Labor Party!

The New Leader
And Sir Oswald

We seldom pay much attention to a con-
temporary weekly, the New Leader. But an
editorial in its last issue makes it impossi-
ble for us to ignore it.

The New Leader has come to the defense
of Herbert Morrison, the British Home Sec-
retary and pretender to the post of leader
of the Labor Party, for his action in releas-
ing the fascist, Sir Oswald ‘Mosley!

The reasons given by the New Leader are
spurious indeed. They cite the fact that
Mosley was never really brought to trial,
that his incarceration was a war measure,
that he was in ill health and, finally, thdt

" since the war was going good for the Brit-

ish rulers, there was no longer any need to
hold him in jail.

We didn’t notice that the New Leader
was quite so solicitous when youths of 16
and 17 were jailed because they refused to
go into the mines for the pittance pay which
the cruel mine operators in England offer.
Morrison didn’t get worked up about their
fate, either.

While we don’t believe that a capitalist
government, a bosses’ state, can or will
really fight fascism, neither do we find the
release of Mosley as evidence of the “dem-
ocratic tradition.”

“The action on Mosley, and his wife, who
is not ill but was also released, is only an-
other expression of the fact that the
Churchill government is a reactionary gov-
ernment which can show its teeth when it is
a question of teen-aged youths who refuse
to mine coal for miserable wages, but who
become extremely worried about the health
of a fascist scoundrel.

But to each according to his taste. The
‘New Leader can have its Morrisons and its
Mosleys — and the Churchill government
thrown in, to boot!

Protest Mosley’s Release - -

The aneapohs Case —

A Sfatemenf by J. T. Farre"

Following the denial of the U. 8.
Supreme Court on November 22 to
hear the case of the eighteen mem-
bers of the Socialist Workers Party
‘and Minneapolis Motor Transport
‘Workers Local 544, CIO, James T.
Farrell, noted novelist and chairman
and the Civil Rights Defense Com-
mittee, issued the foilowing state-
ment:

“We do not judge men merely by
their avowals of faith and good will.
Neither do we judge institutions by

the descriptions- of their authority -

and functions contaified in written
constitutions. We judge men and we
test institutions by their actions. y
“The Supreme Court of the United
States has given us the material
whereby we can test it. When it re-
fused to hear the appeal of the eight-
ecen defendants in the Minneapolis
case, it administered a blow to the
cause of free speech; it showed itself
more” than inattentive to the provi-
sions of the very Constitution which
it has sworn to uphold. :
“«It is the opinion of serious per-
sons in the labor and liberal move-
ments that the Smith ‘Gag’ Act is in
flagrant violation of the Bill of
Rights. This case is the most impor-

A Tempest at Notre

By JULIAN, STERN

Notre Dame’ University is afraid to
have its name associated with the
following: collaboration with the

USSR. in the post-war world, call-_

ing Franco and Coughlin fascists,
.and opposition to anti-Semitism.

Dr. Francis E. McMahon, a mild
PM -type of liberal, was recently
thrown out for expounding these
views.

Dr. Hugh O'Donnell, president of
Notre Dame, admitted in his press
release on the affair that Dr. McMa-
hon’s removal was the result of “a
rising volume of protest.”

The source of these ‘anonymous
protestations is not too hard to find.
They came from the Christian Front-
ers and their not-so-outspoken
friends in the Catholic hierarchy.
The president of Noire Dame makes
quite an admission when he wants
to dissociate the name of the univer-
sity from such views.

Of course the “resignation” was
accompanied by the shadow - boxing
usual in these academic affairs. Dr.
O'Donnell accepts Dr. McMahon's
resignation; the latter says he never

" offered to resign. ‘Dr.’0’'Donnell tries
to make it appear as if no guestion
of academic freedom were involved,

tant one which comes under the pro-
visions ot that act. The Supreme
Court has even refused to hear an
appeal which will test the constitu-
tionality of that law. The authority
of the court is largely based on the
decision of Judge Marshall in the
case of Madison vs. Marbury, when

he contended that we must have.a -

government of laws rather than of
men. Apparently we now have that,
and one of these laws is the Smith-

‘Gag’ law. According to its provi-
sions, it is possible for a man to be -

jailed if he publicly quotes the Dec-
laration of Independence or Lin-

coln’s Second, Inaugural Address. -
“This is Thanksgiving Week. In -

the motion pictures and newspapers
and on. the radio we are being told
over and over again that we should
be thankful £or being free. But there
is less freedom in this country today
than there was last week or in
Thanksgiving Week, 1942: We know
that this week the Supreme Court of
the United States is less of a guaran-
tee of our liberties than many people
have believed it to be.

“Although the two most illustrious
and liberal figures of this Court.dur-
ing the present century, Holmes and

that he just wanted McMahon to sub-
mit his speeches for approval (“so
that precautions could be suggested,”
i.e,, censorship) in order “to separate
the name and influence of Notre
Dame from Dr. McMahon’s position.
Differences of opinion as to his in-
terpretation of Franco are really in-
cidental to the primary issue which
revolved itself into Notre Dame’s un-

. willingness to continue to sponsor, by

implication at least, such individual
views of a member of the faculty.”
Dr. McMahon said in reply: “I have
realized that throughout these trying
times powerful pressure has been ex-
erted upon the university authorities
to muzzle me. It is to their credit
that for a long time they resisted
these pressures. It is all the more
regretful that they apparently now
succumbed. . ..I thought it was a tra-
gedy that Catholics submitted for so
many years to the policies of Musso-
lini.
trying to crawl away from the limb
he found himself out on....
olics today who believe that Franco
is the savior of Spain and religion
are going to realize shortly enough
that Franco’s cause is thg cause fun-
damental of Hitlerism and fascism.
Many ‘clerical -and lay professors. of
Notre Dame also share my yviews, al-
though for obvious reasons they can-

_tory.is that no government and n

- ple from thmkmg This. actlon ot our

That type of Catholic is now.

The Cath- .

Brandeis, promqlgated__ thb doctrine
of “clear and present danger,” their
successors have totally disregarded it.
What is the real illustration of this
doctrine? It is the Japanese idea of
‘dangerous thoughts.’ Once this idea
becomes the law of the land, all

thinking ‘becomes;a dangerous and -

potenhally criminal athny.
“One of the, s1mp1est lessqns ot hls

court can, in the. Jong rum, stgxp peo-,

highest court.will not do that whlch.,
cannot be done; it- will. only encour:
age all who _wanf Yo be free. to deb.
fend their ﬂeedom i

"leeral and labor opinion should 3
now mobilize-fo- preve that it 'is one -
hundred per ‘cent more " attentive to"’

freedom than is the Supreme Court.
We must continue to defend the eigh-
teen victims in this case. We must
press our attack against thé Smith
‘Gag’ At;t

“One of the first free speech cases
in history was that of Socrates. When
he was on trial for his life, he told
his judges that ‘the unexaniined life
is not worth living.,' Let us now re-
affirm that noble statement.”

not express themselves. 'publ_iélj.."
‘The _liberal Catholics™ aré also out

on a limb: either they break away:

from the church (repudiate Catholi-
cism) -or remain within it and try to
"push it leftward”—something which
is impossible. Fbr it is obvious that
the church represents more than a
body of dogmas: it is an institution
that has definite material roots in the

_ status quo, in whatever social sys-

tem it finds itself: a capitalistic or a
semi-feudal one.

They remained passive in Germany
until their property rights were
threatened, and countenanced the ac-
tivities of the Christian Front hood-
lums in the Uhited States. They sup-
ported the fascists in Italy and Spain.
They constitute one of the props of
the Petain - Laval “governmen " in
France

FinaIIy, notice: the equivocatlon

' and hopelessness of the libéral Cath-

olic weekly, Commonweal: *“...the
fact is that Catholic institutions are
‘at present sadly sensitive to this
pressure ... which we find disturbing
in the extreme, for it operates to
make the church in general seem
sympathetic to the fascistic tendency
of -this loud-mouthed minority. We

. can only hope that as time_goas oh-

a genuine immunity to pressure wsll
be built up.”

The UNRRA Conferehce .. __'

(Continued from pa'ge 1)
mit his speeches for approval (“so
enemy countries must pay expenses
of any UNRRA activities in their
territories.

Then the opposition countries add-
ed an amendment that their rights to
restitution of property that the Nazis
looted should in no way be limited
by the powers of the UNRRA to seize
surplus Nazi stocks for relief and re-
habilitation in liberated territories.
These countries hope, by a strict pol-
icy of reparations from Germany, to
build again their independent stock-
piles and their independence, as far
as possible, from the dominant impe-
rialist powers.

The delegates engaged in these

shenanigans are not mterested in the
relief of the misery of Europe’s mil-
lions but only in maneuverings and
bargainings to put their failing capi-
falist interests into as good a position
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as possible. Nawhere is tﬁen' callous- ;

ness and hypocrisy ‘more evident
than in their refusal to congider the

problem of immediate relief to Eu-"

ropean Jewry, the worst sufferers
from Nazi tyranny, or in Britain’s
bland and shameless insistence that
the Indian famine is an “Empire”
problem not-in the sphere of the
UNRRA.

The ' suffering and starving masses
of Europe and Asia cannot look to
‘these bunglers for relief and rehabili-
tation. _They will get relief- when
they throw out their common oppres-
sors and take the land and resources

that rightfully ‘balong to them and.

administer them for the. good of the
masses.

A Socialiét Classic, Now Avail&Ble’
For the First Time in Engllsh

% )mblicatlon as a protest against the banning of two

PALESTIN
The Fruits of Brltaln s
Middle East Policy "

populafxbn

“friendship ‘and so entice them into the Pan-Arab '

~over the Jewish population as an aftermath of.

~long as the_other two dailies are under govern-

- ernment communique as a “search for deserters

The latest British strategy in Palestine seems.
to be one of pretending not to notice the arming
of thre Arabs while at the same time it pursues a
vigorous and highly publicized campaign of search-
es for secret weapons aimed agalnst the Jew1sh ;

‘The ‘British aims in this situation Sebm quite
obvious. One, to convince the Arabs of British .

Federation which it is anxiously organlzlng just

5_now 'ahd, two, to prove to world Jewish opinion—- e

-ﬁarﬁenlarly Amerlcan opinion—that it is not feas-

¢ ible to permit" further Jewish immigration into-- ;
‘Palestine, e
- ..-The.latest governmental provocation, an arms
- search conducted in the village of Ramath Hako-

vesh, resulted in the death of one settler who was
shot by the police. The wave of fury which swept.

this police raid resulted in a one-hour general
strike which took place in Palestine on November
22, in demonstrations in Tel-Aviv, where \stones
and flaming kerosene-soaked rags were thrown
into government buildings, and the tearing down
of a British flag to be replaced by a Zionist banner.
Large protest meetings were held all over the
country in villages and in the cities of Tel-Aviv,
Jerusalem and Haifa. Four thousand people at-
tended the meeting in the lattér city called by the
Jéwish Council (Histadruth). #

-All the Hebrew newspapers voluntarily ceased

Hebrew dailies which were suspended by the au-
thorities because they allegedly published uncen-
sored reporis concerning the raid on Ramath Ha-
kovesh, which the authorities considered “highly
tendentious and calculated to mislead and inflame =
public opinion.” Bonfires in the streets of Tel-Aviv =
were made of the government-issued Hebrew lan-
guage newspaper. In the meantime, all seven He- .
brew papers announce that they will not appear so

ment ban.

The arims search which started this latest wave
of anti-government demonstrations took place on:
November 16 by a combined force of British police,
Indian troops and Polish military police who broke
into the colony in what was described by the gov-

from the Polish army, illegal arms caches and a =
training camp for an illegal armed organization.” ®

The communique further states that the colo-
nists “refused to co-operate with the police,” re-
sulting in the death of one man (a Polish settler
who came to Palestine in 1936) who was shot by :
the police officer commanding the raiding party,
“to protect the police rear guard withdrawing affer
a day-long. search.” Thirty-five members of: the
settlement were arrested, numerous settlers were
linjured as well as a few policemen. A vaguely
worded report from the government states, “cer- ;
'tain military equipment was found.”

! The funeral of the man who died, Shmuel Wo-
linietz, was a signal for large demonstration meet-
ings all over Palestine and in the villages. Despite *
the attempts by conservative Jewish - leaders' to
quiet their people by negotiating with the:govern-
ment for.an end to arms searches, the workers and -
colonists - continue, in a state of unrest and open
host:llty toward the British govarnment BT
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(Continued from page 1)

- New York Times that “there were .
‘abundant indications of individual
spontaneity.” The demonstration be-
fore the House of Parliament was not
“of London' workers alone. Early
morning trains carried large num-
‘bers of workers from the Midlands.
There were representatives of 140,-
000 outraged Yorkshire miners, rep-~
' resentatives of the Durham miners
~and of 10,000 miners in South Wales.
‘Delegates came from Birmingham
factories arid Sheffield steel mills.
Inside the House, Morrison, trying
further fo explain his action, stated
that Mosley was a special kind of -
prisoner—a prisoner without trial—
and therefore presumably could be
released. This is indeed unique pro-
‘cedure. Why, then, WASN'T this
‘fascist tried for his crimes—including
his responsibility for the pogrom
against the Jews of London? Since
when is release from prison a sub-
stitute for a trial?

- As to the release of certain of Mos-
ley’s lieutenants—not sick of phlebi-
/tis or anything else but the fascist
bug — Morrison explained that this
‘action was due to the “improvement
in our national fortunes,” referring to
the military victories. However, if
the British government were really
fighting fascism as a hostile political
- regime, as it pretends to, it could not
release its domestic fascists,

The government benches in the
House were, of course, packed on this
Ioccaswn and, in spite of the loud
; 'gproa; from the labontes, Mornsons

action was approved. He took full
responsibility for Mosley’s release,

which, he said, he ordered under the

war powers granted to him. A pro-
posal for a general debate on the
question was shouted down.

Where Class Collaboration Leads

However, Morrison’s political goose
may be cooked. The slogan of the
demonstrators in Parliament Square,

. “Morrison Out,” had real significance.

The Mosley matter is not yet closed.
The Trade Union Congress, repre-
senting six million workers, has,
since Morrison’s so-called explana-
tion, assailed his action as “a most
untimely blunder,” and has demand-
ed that the entire question be “im-
mediately reconsidered by the gov-
ernment.” g

The National Executive Commitiee
of the Labor Party, of which Mor-
rison, is a member, has disapproved
his action. Apparently the Labor
Party bureaucrats agree with the
masses that helping the fascists is
‘stretching the policy of class collabo-
ration a bit too far.

Every industrial center has demon-
strated its anger at the release of
fascist No. 1. In Bristol a crowd
shouted down Sir Stafford Cripps,
Minister of Aircraft Production,
when he advised the people to leave
the matter in the hands of the proper
anthorities.

British labor rightly feels this is its
own vital business. Labor must also
realize that the fight against fascism

can be carried on honestly only by
: :

the working class. Since the capital- -

it class holds fascism in reserve as

a weapon against labor, labor’s ex-

ploiters cannot be expected to aban-
ll?n that weapon.

Furthermore, Morrison’s despioa-
ble action—whether he was unwit-
tingly duped by the Tories into tak-
ing it or not—points up the need for
independent political action by the
working class. The policy of the
British Labor Party of collaborating

with capitalist parties and joining in

capitalist governments has been
brought to its logical conclusion. So-
called labor leaders tagging onto the
tail of the ruling olass are made the
tools of the ruling class—even to the
extent of helping fascists.
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Sullivan & Cromwell, New York
law firm, is declared to have been
up to 'its ears in political chicanery
and in “shaking down stockholders.”
Officials Feathered Nests

Equally ' sensational was Boehmn's
charge that, while corrupting elec-

nests by “milking” the company of
fabulous sums, Harrison Williams, he
said, had pulled out profits of more
than $100,000,000; Dillon Read & Co.

“excessive” commissions of more than
$25,000,000, and Sullivan & Cromwell
were charged with having taken fees

no legal claim.
One of the startling disclosures was
that ‘North. Arneu'xf.:al:lt -with assets of

tenth of one -per, cent of the common
stocR, ‘with.a market value 6f $120,-
000. In addition to.the huge rakeotfs,
Boehm asserts, the officers are draw-
ing " annual salarles ‘of more - than
$500,000. © -

Boehm went into considerable de-
tail in describing the purposes - for
which the slush fund had been used.
Among his allegations were:

1. North American money played a
part in the defeat of Daniel Hoan,
who for twenty - four years was
mayor of Milwaukee and established
such a reputation that Milwaukee
was -said to be “the best governéd
city in America.”

2. North American aided in the de-
feat of Governor Philip F. La Fol-
{ lette of Wisconsin and made an un-

tions, the defendants feathered their,

were accused of having scollected.
“-of " $1,500,000 to w_hlch the ﬂrm had.

.$1,500, 000,000 is controlled by officers
~and directors who own less thin one- -

successful ‘effort to defeat Senator
Robert M. La Follette, Jr.
How Slush Fund Was Used

3. The utility spent part of its slusli
fund to beat proposals submitted to '

thé voters of San Francisco for mu- -
nicipal ownership of some of ‘the

properties of the notorious Pacific

Gas & Electric and to influence the
election of governors and legislators.

4. In the nation’s capital, North

American used money to inflience

the appointment of members of the

Public Utility Commission who would

3

look with favor on a merger of North. :

American subsidiaries—a move spe-

cifically banned by law. The deal

was put over, and ‘North American
‘stands to clean up fabulous profits.

5. In Missouri, the 3lush fund was

tapped to ' obtain favorable' munici- =

pal and state legislation and to elect =

candidates to state offices, while in
‘Ilinois the object was to control ap- .
_ pointments to the State Tax Commis-

sion—so as to secure large reductions

in ‘taxes. Public ownership move-

meénts in sevex‘al munwxpalities ‘were

also opposed.
Spent to Elect Governors

6. Funds were spent to- elect gov-
ernors in Ohio, to obtain passage of .

state legislation and to prevent the

city of Cleveland from expanding its

municipal power plant. Details con-
in Mlchlgan'._

cerning expenditures
were-not given. -

7. In national elections, Boehm re-'

cited, funds were spent in behalf of
presidential candidates; also to
fluence the selection of members:
various federal commissions which
/had to do thh utxlity matters. ]
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