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We’re Getting Shoddy For Our Money

By SUSAN GREEN

Mrs. Philip L. Crowlie, the OPA's
“typical housewife,’ reports: “House-
wives are dismayed to see the guality
going out of shoes and materials,
with prices rernammg the same or
rising.”

Mrs. Crowlie has just made an in-
vestigating {our for the OPA in
Montana, Utah, Colorado, New Mex-
ico, Nevada, Wyoming and parts of
Oregon and Arizona. So it's not only
in your home town that you're get-

" ting shoddy for your money—and for

more of your money at that.

Department store buyers admit
that they are putting into their
shelves “merchandise that we never
would have carried before.”

A wholesale butcher in New York
recently stated that much of the meat
put on the market is only good for
“chewing gum,” so low is its quality.

Undoubtedly, nearly everything
from a man’s overcoat or suit to a
bottle of whisky, from a piece of
meat to a piece of furniture, is of
questionable quality.

Statistics—and Statistics

Yet the Bureau of Labor Statistics
unconcernedly continues to publish
so-called statistics on the cost of liv-
ing—statistics that do not take into
account AT ALL the deterioration in
quality of merchandise. This is
frankly admitted by Miss Faith Wil-
liams, chief of the Cost of Living
Division of the Bureau of Labor Sta-
tistics. Says Miss Williams: “As for
deterioration in quality, we have not
been able to find a statistical measure
of how much less an item will wear.”

Still the Bureau of Labor Statistics
says that the cost of living has gone

up ONLY 234 per cent from Janu-

ary, 1941, to October, '1943. Labor
says: “That’s a laugh. Such statistics
do'not reflect the truth as known by
every housewife.” Every housewife
knows that labor is right.

Let us see how poorer guality and
higher prices affect the average fam-
ily budget. ,

Women's dresses around the $4.00
or $5.00 level are now so poorly made
and so cheap looking that if a woman
buys one she is throwing away her
money on a dress that has no dura-
bility, warmth or anything. For
TWICE AS MUCH she may gel a gar-
ment comparable to the former $4.00
quality. The shoddy goods on the
market are ¢ertainly not priced ac-
cording to their inferior quality.

A salesman of children’s clothing
said of a coat his store was selling
at $6.90 which looked like one for-
merly priced at $6.00, “but the mate-
rial in this year's model is so poor
that it’s not worth anything, really.”
And how much protection from the
cold does a child get who wears such
shoddy?

Boys' shirts of inferior quality to
those formerly selling for less than a
dollar are now priced at more than a
dollar.

Several columns could be filled
with instance after instance of the
same maddening practice of passing
off shoddy at higher prices than bet-
ter quality merchandise used to cost.
Home-Made Statistics

Yet the Bureau of ‘Labor Statistics
doesn’t include such a trifling mat-
ter in its cost of living index. It does
not know how to measure deteriora-
tion) in quality!

But the housewife whose young-
ster in no time at all has run through
a pair of shoes costing $2.98, and who
therefore has to decide to try a pair
at $3.98—and has similar experiences
all along the line—knows what has
happgned to the cost of living.

It is not only the exclusion of qual-
ity' deterioration that makes the cost
of living averages of the Bureau of
Labor Statistics such a farce.

In figuring averages, these statis-
ticians give the same '_importance to

“Incentive Pay’* Boomerangs

WLB Cuts Rates

By STANLEY GREY

The long-standing dispute hetween
UAW Local 817 and the Republic
Aircraft Products Division of Avia-
tion Corp. in Detroit over incentive
pay rates has ended finally in a seri-
ous defeat for the workers.

The National War Labor, Board
handed down a unanimous decision
last week permitting the company to
re-time certain piecerates; ' The “ef-
fect of that ruling will be to cut the
pay that Republic employees are re-
ceiving since most of them work un-
der a piecerate system,” comments
Business Week (December 4).

This is a major victory for the
company which has tried every ruse
and legal pretext for over two years
to reduce incentive pay bonuses. Re-
public's success is a victory for every
other company which is trying to
convert speed-up sweat into greater
profits. These companies will learn
the lessons of the dispute. The work-
ers, too, must draw THEIR conclu-
sions from this decision of the WLB.

Company Chisels Wages

The UAW-Republic dispute is a
perfect example of some of the ma-
jor evils of incentive pay. The con-
tract which provided for piecerates
was negotiated in May, 1941, " From
the very first, the bosses tried to
chisel on the rates.
revision of the rate on the ground
that the May contract allowed for a
reduction if the workers were mak-
ing “abnormal ‘wages.” It did not
take them long to. decide that the
wages were “abnormal.” The union
charged that the company was using
minor changes in operation methods
and tooling as a basis for rate reduc-
tion.

At the negotiation of the next con-
tract, the union and company could
not agree on rates and the case was
certified as a dispute before the WLB.
A representative of the board ar-
ranged an agreement between the
parties which provided for arbitra-
tion in case of future disagreements
over piecerates. 3

The company did not relax in its

"_fight. It charged now that the work-
ers were not worked at their fastest
when they were bemg timed and
were now making “abnormal” sums
again by increasing production. The
union countered this charge' by
pointing out that the men were

They wanted a ~

highly skilled and were working
harder and faster than ever before.
But the bosses are interested in prof-
its first, production second (and only
if it means more profits). They don’t
count the beads of workers’ sweat
nor do they measure the workers'
physical exhaustion.

WLB A¢ts in the Case

The case went to arbitration in
December, 1942, The arbitrator ruled
in favor of the company. The union
immediately appealed to the Region-
al Board on the ground that the arbi-

(Continued on page 2)

items whose price has remained sta-
ble but which the housewife does not
buy often, as to items of EVERYDAY
USE whose prices have SKYROCK-
ETED.

They do not consider the wide-
spread violations in OPA ceilings
nor the éffects of the black market
operating in every fleld.

Neither do the official figures re-
flect the runaway prices prevalent in
war ‘plant areas.

Nor do they .reflect what store-
keepers charge good' customers for
shortage goods — when the statisti-

cians of the Bureau of Labor are not
looking.

The official cost of living index
does not, of course, include the high
cost of taxes to the working class
family.

Yet these are the phony figures
that are being used to show that la-
bor is on easy street—that werkers’
wages have gone up more than the
cost of living.

Could that be the reason why so
many war bonds are" already being
redeemed by the little man? A re-
porter for the United Press asked

people standing in line waiting their
turn to cash in their bonds, why
they were doing it. The answer was,
of course, that they needed the mon-
ey. Some needed money for Christ-
mas presents, some for doctors' bills.

Large groups of workers are now
on the move to get more pay: The
Little Steel wage formula, based on
the farcical cost of living index of the
Bureau of Labor, has put more: prof-
its into the pockets of the capitalists.
The workers are demanding wages
commensurate with the REAL cost
of living.

NAM Maps Post-War
Plans Agamst Labor

By DAN BERGER

A clear, authoritative voice has cut
through the clamor of post-war
promises and planning, and it has
revealed the intention of the indus-
irial and financial powers that rule
the United States to grind into dust
the American worker and his unions,

Unemployment is the only sincere
plan projected.

Brushing aside, with the unconcern
of the practiced liar, all the feverish
forecasts of a new world made by
the bosses and their government, the
National Industrial Council, affiliated
with the National Association of
Manufacturers, has, in its New York
conference, begun to outline the
true perspectives-.and real objectives
of the capitalists in the period fol-
lowing the conclusion of their war.

This Council, the bona fide repre-
sentative of the American ruling

class, contemplates m,ore than a re-
tention of the old chaotic, planless
capitalism whose reform has -been
promised to the workers in return
for unstinting sacrifice in the facto-
ries and on the battlefield.

What the Capitalists Want

With admirable frankness, the
Council ealls for a return to “human
competition.” It demarids that labor
permit competition between workers.
A little more frankness seeping
through from behind the doors of the
closed meeting might have put it
more plaigly: Break the unions;
break the solidarity of the working
class; pit one unemployed worker
against another. Yoo

Agitated greatly-by the few con-
cessions the workers have wrested
from them and ‘their henchmen in
Washington, these bosses cry for re-

Union counsel.

in a federal penitentiary.

Supreme Court Denies Petition

To Rehear ‘Minneapolis Case*:

The Supreme Court of the United States has denied the
petition of the eighteen defendants in the Minneapolis
Smith gag law case for a rehearing of its refusal to consider
their appeals. The motion was denied immediately after it
was filed by Osmond K. Fraenkel, American Civil Liberties
sel. Thus the eighteen members of the Socialist
Workers Party and of the Minneapolis Motor Transport
Workers Union, Local 544, ClO, start serving prison terms

This closes the first court test of the notorious Smith gag
law, which was vigorously epposed by labor and liberal lead-
ers as making possible the imprisonment of men, not for
what they did, but for what they thought and said. An ap-
peal for a presidential pardon will probably be started soon.

lief from “government by directives,”
for their own program of labor re-
lations.

- In the economy they plan for the
new era they see the opportunity to
recapture from starving workers the
rights that trade unions have fought
for in peace and war for generations.

Their own program of labor rela-
tions would supplant the program of
partial conciliation with which the
New Deal was able to ward off very
real threats of the struggle of the
workers to improve their lot. Col-
lective bargaining, the wage - and-
hour system, social security plans, all
the concessions wrung out of a capi-
talist class faced by the desperation
of sixteen million l.memployed, would
be desiroyed. -

The strength the bosses have de-
rived from a few years of monstrous
war profits will be used in the firm
suppression of the militant organiza-
tions of the working class. The man-
ner’ in which this is to be done has
already been accorded much deliber-

" .ation, and has, with the usual arro-

gance of the lords and masters, even
been publicized to a considerable ex-
tent.

' Big Business Wants Assurances

In this conference, as elsewhere,
several demands of the industrialists
and financiers have come to the fore,
demands mainly for every last bit of
profit that can be squeezed out of
their war.

Not content with the plants built
for them by the governmient, nor
with the cost-plis-profit system, they
also ask that their conversion to
peacetime production be financed by
the government, or, io be more blunt
about it, by the great mass of small
tax-payers.

Although the conferees are vio-

.. lently opposed to the principle of
 severance pay for workers cast into

(Continued on page 2)

| PRICES!

Food Corporations Want More
Profits Than Subsidies Grant

By Walter Weiss

The uproar about subsidies, pro and con, in

fhe press and on the radio, is positively deaf-

LABOR ACTION has been saying for weeka

that the whole show is largely phony. Subsidies
—and the profits of the big food processors will be huge. No sub-
sidies—and they will be fantastic. The processors, of course,
strongly prefer the latter but certainly will not suffer from the

former.

Now comes Business Week (December 4), a magazine well
known to have mo connection with us ot all, and coh!esses tlwl

LABOR ACTION is perfectly correct.
The Federal Trade Commission, says Business Week, has ]ust

completed a study, started several years ago, on the dlstrlbutron

costs of the food industry.
It is sensational!

It could easily become headline news—if

some farm bloc congressmen decided to shout about it. Or if or-

Southern Roads
Defy FEPC
On Jim Crow

By MARJORIE WILSON

NEW YORK CITY, Dec. 14— Big
business has spoken. Sixteen South-
ern railroads have refused an order
of the President’s Committee on Fair
Employment Practices (FEPC) that
it cease discriminating against Ne-
groes in hiring and upgrading poli-

cies.

Investigation of the hiring policy
of the Southern railroads disclosed
the fact that such discrimination ex-
ists. Malcolm Ross, chairman of the
FEPC, states that “evidence at the
FEPC hearing showed a shortage of
850 firemen on American railroads,
this at a time when trained and ex-
perienced Negro firemen were un-
employed and the carriers were pre-
ferring to take on green hands.”

The statement of the Southern rail-
roads tries to place much of the bur-
den for these discriminatory prac-
tices at the door of the unions. They
assert that they are bound in collec-
tive bargaining agreements with the
Railroad Brotherhoods and that these
agreements are assured by the exist-
ence of the Railway Labor Act.

In essence the railroads are at-
tempting to utilize the FEPC direc-
tive to weaken the union agreements.
1t is once more clear that big busi-
ness nurtures racial prejudices to
perpetuate division among the work-
ers,

Ross adds in his answer to the
statement of the railroads: “This is
no gquestion of Negroes seeking to

(Continued on page 4)

- dollar for advertising. ‘Sugar gét;s'by :

ganized labor went to work on it.

It suggests—and we are still re-
porting the remarks of -Business
Week—that the real issue is: Shonld
not the margins of processors and
middlemen be cut? Isn’t the hulla-
baloo about subsidies meant to con-
ceal this real issue?

The FTC report is sem:-secret._
Only one copy, 424 pages in .typed
form, is available for public inspec
tion, at the FTC offices in Washing-
ton. A 17-page summary is’sent ‘on-
request. The newspapers have been
severely uninterested.

In 1940, sugar refiners managed to
hold distribution costs, mclud!ng
transportation, to about four and a-
half cents on every dollar -of thelr
net sales, meat packers to about six
and - three-fourths. cents; ‘but-
cracker companies spent thirty-
and a half cents and the packaged ce-
real firms thirty-five cents on dis
tribution. Other food processbr'
ranged in between .

One of the juicy little items of ex-
penditure for the Shreddie-Wheatie
processors is eight cents of the sales

with one-fifth of one cent.

The above just refers to the pro
cessors. There remain the whole-
salers of Various kinds and the res
tailers. In both these fields, the FTC
shows that co-operatives hold. the
cost of distribution definitely below.
others, even below the chains. = .

For fresh fruits and vegetables, dis-
tribution costs really hit the sky. In.
the case of fruits, the chains spend
fifty-seven and a half cents of every
dollar of sales for this purpose, in-
dependents fifty-two cents. ‘In the
case of vegetables, fifty-two cents for
the chains, sixty-one and a half cents .
for the independents.,

Too many -middlemen,: the F'I‘
study suggests. Transpcrtation co
are too high. Terminal, recejver
commission men, and: ha.ndlers who
control receiving and, marketmg f

(Continued on page 2). :

British Reject Aid to Famine-Stricken Indian People

By SAM ADAMS

The great famine in India, which
has reached a death-toll of about a
hundred thousand weekly, was high-
lighted this week by the announce-
ments that Canada and Australia had
offered aid to the stricken people but
that this aid was rejected by the Brit-

ish government with the curt remark
that there was “no shipping space.”

It isn’t the war which has caused
this great misery to the Indian peo-
ple. Misery has been part of India
as long as British imperialism has
ruled the country.

About ten years ago, Major-Gen-

eral Sir John Megaw. director of the
Indian Medical Service, reported
that:

Forty-one per cent of India is
poorly nourished!

Twenty per cent of India is very
poorly nourished!

Eighty million Indians are always
hungry!

With special reference to the prov-
ince of Bengal, this same report dis-
closed that seventy-eight per cent of
the people are underfed, and added:

“The peasantry of Bengal are in
large proportion taking to a dietary,

‘. on which even rats would not live
' for more than a few weeks,”

“The situation. has not improved in

the past ten years. This is clearly: .

represented in the fact that in the

present’ starvation . period hundreds

of thousands of Indians have already
died, with millions:in the process ‘of
dying. It is further represented by
the faet that the life expectancy of
the average Indian is twenty-seven
years, while that of the Englishman
is sixty, and the American almost
sixty-four.

The real truth about India is that
it has been and continues to be cru-
elly exploited by British imperialism
for the immense profits which it
grinds out of the native population.

The attitude of the British govern-
ment during the present starvation is
not only determined by its long-time
hard-headed imperialist policy, which
always regards a native population

as merely -something to exploit and

enslave. There are some immediate
interests involved.

It is common knowledge that there
is a great deal of hoarding of food in
India—indulged in by Britishers and
native profiteers. This hoarding has
resulted in a tremendous rise in

prices and, therefore, in the profits

of the merchants and speculators. An
infiux of food in any form wculd
force these war profiteers to dis-
gorge their hoardings and compete
with relief food—they would be com-
pelled to lower their prices.

In addition, there are political rea-
sons for the brutal policy of the Brit-
ish government. An alleviation of the
inhuman conditions under which the
Indian masses live would be an in-
dication of weakness on the part of
the British rulers. Keeping the mass-
es in a state of semi-starvation, the
British rulers believe, strengthens
their hold on the couniry and weak-
ens the fighting power of the native

population which yearns for freedom
and independence.

In the face of mass dying and the
“corpse brigades” (they go about the
'major cities of India collecting the
dead for burial in common graves),
Australia and Canada offered to send
wheat and other foods to the colony.

Australia has a surplus of four mil-
lion tons of wheat. This, according
to the New York newspaper, PM, is
several times the amount needed to
end the Indian food shortage.

The Canadian government,. which
likewise has a great surplus of wheat,
offered 100,000 tons of grain, equiva-
lent to 37,500,000 loaves of bread, free
of charge to the Indian people.

The press reported that Lord Wa-
vell, new Viceroy of India, accepted
the gift, but it was rejected by the
former Viceroy, Leopold Amery,
British Secretary of State for India,
a big business man with a reputed
fortune of five million dollars. The
rejection was necessary, said the for-
mer Viceroy, noted for the brutality
of his rule in India, because of the
lack of “shipping space.”

The excuse about the lack of ship-
ping space has now been fully ex-
ploded. An investigation made by I.
F. Stone, Washington correspondent
of The Nation and PM, disclosed that
such shipping space was available.
He reported that a great amount of
shipping space is now used to bring
“unneeded bauxite from South Amer-
ica,” while production of bauxite in

Arkansas has been cut down.

The report further disclosed that a
great amount of shipping space. is
utilized to keep British gold mining
industries of South Africa going,
while gold mining in this country.
has been reduced by seventyﬂve per
cent.

With fifty million tons of shlppinx
now owned and controlled by tha

Allies, Stone says, foad caulll be eas-
ily transported to India. This hei
he confirmed with government offi- ~
cials and trade union leaders in the
shipping industry. 2
For our part, we haven’t the sligh :%
est doubt that if British' policy ;
vored relieving the starvation of In.
dia, ways and means could be :_[Q
for the transportation of food. -
other necessities. But that is gxactl
(Continued on page 4)
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GI'I the Hiring of Negroes

At East Alton, III.

The Western Cartridge Company
does.not employ Negroes at its. East

~Alton, II1, plant for the reason that

3

‘local industrial plants..

_gangsters

local residents” have maintained a
0stile attitude toward hiring of Ne-
‘groes at Western Cartridge or other
‘The com-
‘pany says that there'is no Negro pop-

ation in East Alton or other: towns

n that industrial area.

. Negroes have had a thorny road in
‘this area for many decades. It was
near ‘East Alton. in Alton Ill, that
Lovejoy the abolitionist was mur-

~dered by a pro-slavery mob, Love-

joy was the publisher of an anti-
slavery newspaper. The pro-slavery
had already destroyed
three presses belonging to Lovejoy
and murdered him in an attack to

nad bought.
“We take it that there are anti-
Negro gangsters in this .area today

- ready to tear down the plant of the

Western Cartridge Company. should
it employ Negro workers. We. are

; also ‘of the opinion that there are a

lot’ of white workers in that plant

- who have no objection to working

with Negroes. Those who do, object
- will learn to work with Negroes if
‘the Western Cartridge Company goes
_ahead and puts Negroes to work in
the plant. This has happened in other
sifiiations, and' can be, repeated all
- over the United States.

If a strike were in progress at

-Western ‘Cartridge, and scabs were

being Tun into the plant; the com:
pany officials would be yelling their
heads off for the city, county, state

; and federal governments to “protect

- our Joyal employees :
+The 'union can do a job here, t00.

It can demand that Negroes be hired.
! It can protect these Negro workers

with union defense guards. These

" upion defense guards can protect Ne-

gro ‘workers not only in the plant,
but if necessary, to and from the
. plant, against the attacks of anti-
Ne_gto. anti-union hoodlums.

. _A‘;n-'lncid_enf-on a
'--Ti'a'in in Texas

Down in Galveston, Texas, iwo
Negro “soldiers were refused a seat
in ‘the dining car of a Missouri Pa-

; ¢tﬂ¢ train. They were told by the

s pward and the conductor to “go
back: where you belong, you cant eat

“ The’ Negro waiters, backed up by
-the train porters, refused to serve
_the white people in the dining ear.
They refused to feed anybody until
the ban against the Negro soldiers
was ‘lifted. The white guests insisted
‘on being served but the waiters held
the line. -

‘Finally the steward and conductor
~ surrendered, and the Negro soldiers

-'*:'3_ were served along with the white

ppople Later the Missouri Pacific
issued an order that Negroes be
ed on its trains along with other
people.

This should serve as an example
{o ail handkerchief-heads and Uncle

9 Toms, white and blac‘k, and, espe-

dially, to all unions.

~ Carnegie Unionist
Sends a Letter

Dear Editor:

- Meetings of Local 65, United Steel
Workers Union, qCarnegle - Ilinois
Steel; Corp,, - Chicago South Works,
have recently been concerned with
- the ‘new national contract to be ne-

'Eetiat:ed between the Steel Workers

Union - and the: United States Steel
Corp, 1

 However, Local 65 has' a long way
to.'go to becorne a well functioning
union capable of leading the memi-
bership in any conflict with the com-
pany. The local’s leadership fails to
take the necessary energetic measures
{o insure active participation by the
rank and file in union affairs. This

~is aggravated by undemocratic pro-

edures of the union leadership. -
For example, a special membership

‘ meetmg was recently called to dis-

" cuss: and adopt the local's demands
the new wage contract. How-
e ‘the
fa:lied to issue and distribute a suf-

G ﬂme t- quantxty of leaflets among the

assure a big attendance. This

; could have been easily achieved if

the adex‘shlp was seriously interest-
ed in having the ranks take part in
* the union prpceedings.

-Also, this" week -end the Illinois

: State Industrial Union Council, cen-
_ tral body of unions affiliated with the

CIQ, is holding its third annual con-
ventn)n Local 65 is not yet affiliated

I with: the CIO Industrial Union Coun-

cil. 8till, the Executive Committee of
- Tioeal 65, without consultation of the
membershlp, ‘selected ten delegates
- to attend the CIO State'Couincil con-
“vention. -

Undoubtedly it is in the interests
of thé Carnegie-Illinois Chicago South

Wi rks einployees to belong to this

‘de--body of labor. But, in my
1 nnly democratsc way to

gie-Tllinois workers should be repre-
and then -recommended that
n affiliate and send delegates

: egie-!l_linois Steel Worker.

local union. leadership -

NEWS AND VIEWS FROM THE LABOR FRONT|

To the Editor: !

The article concerning the latest
decision by the WLB: on the Ickes-
Lewis -contract,” which I am sending
you. ‘together. ‘with.' this letter,  iwas
written a week -ago—that is; before I
had :an opportunity-to. see the:letter
of:B.: H., Detroit; which was printed
in the Jast issue of LABOR :ACTION.
This article expressés fairly fully my
owr/ views on-the miners’ situation:

‘B: H. is puzzled -about my Novem-
ber 15 article because of a headline
proclaiming a victory for the miners
and a statement in it to the effect
that they had smashed the Little
Steel formula, while the article as
a ‘whole, as well. as a piece on No-
vember 8, attempts to prove-that the
miners got practically nothing.

In the interest of clarity, B..H. and
other readers -should-be informed
that I am responsible for the “practi-
cally nothing” - view; the--headline
and the other statement, with which
B. H. agrees, are to be attributed to
the editor.

I must agree with your comment
(in answer to-B. H.s letter) that my
article was “too analytical of the
wage demands without concentrating
its attention on the implications and
significance of the fight the coal dig-
gers...made.”

I cannot, however, agree (although
you thus seek to explain the weak-
ness of my article) that “the -difficul-

- Watered Stock Nets

The Glenn L. Martin Company has
declared a dividend of 300 per cent
on all its outstanding stock. The way
the' public is tricked in the announce-
ment of these extortionate dividends

is very simple if one sits down and -

figures it out. The dailies announced
last May that the Martin company
declared a dividend of $1.50 per share
on its stock. Last week it declared
another dividend of $1.50 per share.
Most of the public is unwittingly led
to infer that:this is three per cent on
a share figuring, subconsciously, that
a share of stock is valued at $100.
The truth is that the Martin stock
is nothing but water. The firm went
through bankruptcy in the Federal
Court here in Baltimore in January,
1935. Before bankruptey its stock
had no par value, but the court al-
lowed it a valuation of one dollar a
share in spite of the sworn testimony
of the company that it was insolvent.

Food Profiteers Boost Prices - -

(Continued from page 1)
cilities (rail, water and truck) “co-
operate” (that is, indulge in monopo-
listic practices) too much.

In fact, the food indusiry is just
one more glaring example of the
abuses of monopoly control in Amer-
ican industry. In 1941, says the FTC,
four companies sold seventy - seven
per cent of all cookies and crackers;
one sold forty-six per cent of all
processed cereals; seven companies,
seventy-one and a-half per cent of
all cane sugar; four meat packers,
sixty-seven per cent of all meat, elc.

To tell the truth, there is nothing
much new about any of the above
“sensational” revelations. The Pub-
lic Affairs Committee in 1940 put out
a pamphlet entitled “Fifty-nine Cents
of Your Dollar—the Cost of Distribu-
tion,” which set forth similar facts,
though on the basis of a broader defi-
nition of distribution. Modern capi-
talism, on the one hand, is extremely
efficient at producing weapons of war
and, on the other, investigations that

ty lay in the fact that all the facts
were not at hand-when it was: writ-
ten.” More important, I cannot agree
with you that the _'-Iait_tle Steel for-
mula has been' “smashed” and “in ef-
fect -shattered.” - After  all, on No-
vember 8 you said (and who did not
then'agree with you?)-that the WiLB's
Illinois decision embodied “miserable
proposals,” which tried to cheat .the
miners-'out of their due.” The: I.ckes-_
Lewis contract had ‘to be modeled
after this very decision.

In this respect the WLB itself seems
to me to have the correct view: it
was really the prestige of the neo-
strike pledge that suffered a fearful
blow. This situation makes it possi-
ble (but only possible) for the rest
of the labor movement fo shatter the
Little Steel formula.

Phil Murray (and his likes), reaL-
firming the no-strike pledge very,
very firmly, at the same time that
he asks for a seventeen-cent wage in-
crease, expects not to shatter the Lit-
tle Steel formula but fo give it a
slight stretch. It was on this aspect
of the situation that my November
15 article concentrated its attention,
issuing a warning to the rank and
file: of the labor movement generally
that the present policies of their
leadership might bend slightly, but
not break, the bars of the WLB's
wage prison. ;
Waller Weiss.

The RFC loaned the company one
and one-half million dollars because
no one else would lend it any money,
due to the lack of security.

Thus when the company pays in
1943 three dollars dividend on a share
of stock valued at one dollar, it is
paying a 300 per cent dividend. This
is being done after all taxes have
been paid and after Martin has paid
himself and his associates handsome
salaries. In addition to this, enor-
mous sums of money are put into

surplus.. Last year the earnings on -

Martin stock were well over 7,000
per cent. The full amount is not paid
to the stockholders but it held in re-
serve.

Even though the 300 per cent paid
on war contracts is an  atrocious
crime, it is but a small part of what
the company has been able to filch
from the kindly old gent with: the
chin whiskers. More on this later.

lead to no action. If investigations
come at an inconvenient time or
yvield inconvenient results, they can
always be suppressed.

Outrageous Profits!

Distribution costs — that's only a
LITTLE abuse of the food monopo-
lists. How about their profits?. Isn't
that an issue, too? ‘The OPA has
made a few war profits studies, of
which we give a couple samples:

Wholesale grocers; $n 1942 they
sold in dollar value forty-three per
cent more than in 1939, but PROFITS
went up TWO HUNDRED AND
THIRTEEN per cent.

Meat packers: Dollar value of sales
up eighty-three per cent: over “the
1936-39 period. PROFITS -up THREE
HUNDRED AND THIRTY-FIVE per
cent,

As Business Week said on Qctober
30, the OPA never tried to publicize
any of its studies on profits (neither,
need we add, did the newspapers),

but you could get the reports by re-

By this time everyone see-s
agreed that the miners won not-only
a - moral - victory, but -also - gained
something in the way of a wage:in<
crease. The wage increase was.nof
nearly enough or anything Jike what
the- miners ‘demanded, Moreover;
their increased: income will come
mainly - through the .. longer: w.e,rk

_week, and-only to:a lesger. exient

from: an ‘allowance on porfal-to-nor-
tal pay. But they won other things
too: paid vacations, tools, efc.

Weiss disputes whether the miners
“smashed” the Little Steel formula,
or that their fight had “in effect
shattered it.” Formally, he appears
to be right, for evidently the WLB
insists that it has not vieolaled:the

fermula, even though one day it calls

for - its-abolition and the next day
demands its strict enforcement.
But it is necessary to recall several
things, and to bear them in mind:
The miners struck four times. They
got. a contract from the government
while they were on strike—some-
thing the WLB said it would NEVER
agree to. They got a contract SIMI-
LAR, but not the same, to one which
the WLB had previously refused to
sign. But most important of all, the
miners laid the groundwork for a
real assauli by the whole labor move-
ment- against. the'formula and the
WLB. - .
It is only necessary to bear in

Well known writers of financial ar-
ticles circulated  in. Wall Street and
regarded as highly dependable, pre-
dict that when peace comes Martin
will make more money; and the sell-
ing price of his stock will soar sky-
ward.

The anomaly of the present situa-
tion is-that Martin -stock: has never
gone over $35 on  the Exchange. It
has fluttered between that figure and
$14 for the past four years. The stock
is. closely held and whereas it is
stated 7,000 people hold .the stock,
over. two- thrrds of: it i8 in the Mar-
tin fanfly. At one time there were
only two stockholders—judged to be
Glenn Martin.and his mother.

The Wall Street speculators are
watching the claims of Martin con-
cerning post-war plans, Some guess-
ing is done about the value of claims
to certain patents, 'affiong wh:ch ‘are

questing them—if you requested soon
enough. There were 1,500 CQpleS of
the meat packer report.

. The eighth report, however, one on
the fruit and vegetable canners, was
suppressed altogether. Why? Well,
said’ Business Week, the OPA is now
making an effort to be on- friendly
terms with business. And business
has often accused the OPA of an un-
necessary and excessive interest in
profits! The reports, even with lim-
ited circulation, were too revealing
as to the real cause for the high cost
of living.

The true story .of food costs, and
other costs, too, is perfectly clear: ex-
travagant waste and oatrageous prof-
it. That's not-what we hear every
day. We hear-_muunt_ing costs of pro-
duction, too much purchasing power
in the hands of the low. income

~groups. That's the story told by the

industrialists, the farm bloeg, the
newspapers, the Roosevelt &dminis-
tration.

Let prices go up, say the ﬁrst

“Incentive Pay’’ Rates Cut by

(Continued from page 1)
trator's' -decision violated the Eco-
nomic Stabilization Act; which did
not allow “decrease in wages for any
particular .work below the ‘highest
wages paid therefor between January
1, 1841, and September 15, 1842

The Regicnal Board suggested a
joint time study by the union and
company ‘and no change lower than
“the average hourly rates for the par-
ticular job for the period between
September 15, 1942, and December 15,
1942.” This was a clear-cut victory
for labor.

The company, however, did not
like the wage decision nor the idea
of labor snooping into its time-study
“engineering” department. 1t ap-
pealed to Washington, fo the “relia-
ble” WLB. True to form, the board
‘came through in favor of the bosses.

The decision states that the arbi-
trator's .“award-—the one permitting
the company to reduce pigcerates—
has stalus and must be effecinated.”
It also rejected the Regional Board’s
suggestion for joint timé-study and
the wage period it had established
as a basis.

Anticipating labor’s cry about the
Stapilization Act, the decision tells
the union not to worry. Of course
it's a very “complex matter,” but the

“WLB will .appoint a special repre-

sentative to . “eﬁectuate . reconcilia-
tion of the company 'S, program under

i

the arbitration award with the na-
tional wage stabilization program.”
Concretely, that means that the WLB
will somehow manage to squeezé the
company’s payroll cut through the
soles of the stabilization program.

Business Week, in chortling over
this astounding victory for bt.'tsines_s_.
says that the ‘decision “promises:-lo
..deflate some of the UAW ardor
for incentive pay” (December 4, page
82). Yes, indeed! Most-UAW work-
ers do not need any more “deflation”

Detroit UAW Militants
Caucus for Labor Party

DETROIT—The Michigan State CIO
Political -Action Conference held in
Lansing the week-end of December
4-5 has had immediate repercussions
in the labor movement here.

When it became clear that the
state CIO leadership had turned
thumbs down on any move to organ-
ize a Labor’ Pally, militant unionists
under the. leadership of Emil Mazey
of UAW Local 212 and Paul Silvers
of UAW Local 351 organized a pro-
Labor , Party caucus, which had its
first “'meeting immediately after the
conclusion ‘of the Lansing conference.

e, . . ;

Nothing has been made public at
this time regarding the. composition,
program and specific aims of this in-
surgent movement and it seems prob-
able at thig time that a public.cam-
paign wi tarted before Jan- .

uary or Feb;uary of 1944. But the
unionists who aré known, to be con-
nected with the: Labor® Party move
are confident of their. ability to get
sufficient'rank and file support-to be
able to have a functwnmg Labor
Party in Michigan in time for the
1944 elections.

" Union militants shou]cl keep then
eye on this ]at_cst attempt to organize
an independent Labor Party. The:po-
litical problems facing labop’ today,
which are driving the workers to-
ward organizing a party of their own,
will only be: solved if the Labor Par-
ty has a militant, class-conseious pro-

-gram. -Such a- program can-only-be

assured by democratic control-of the
party by the rank .and file.. .Further
developments “in- this situation, 4n

Michigan. will be reported in: LABQR

. ACTION. 2

More C,binme_nfs on t e Miners’ Fight

mind that, after the miners' fight and
contract,: . th-ays - Steel. qulgm
Union,. the -United - Electrical ‘Work-
ers, Texﬂle ‘and ather uniops haw;e
publicly: announced : their;:determina-
tion to  get-.wage- increases; R. - J.
Thomas has;called. upon: all -UAW lo#
cals to join the ﬁgh%;againat the ng—
tle Steel jormqla.y e £

Of gourse, L.dp not mean to convey
the idea;that;all that remaibs.to-be
done by labor is to sit back ‘and
watch the formula disappear. No,
the task now is to bury it with con-
crete action in the form of a fight
for wage increases.

The miners accomplished many
things in their fight, but two are de-
cisively important: it destroyed any
real influence which: the 'WLB. had
on the workers; and it showed that
a fight can defeat the boss-minded
WLB majority. .

. 8o far as the facts at hand were
mncemed Weiss will recall. reading:
the Mine Workers, Journal angd fry-
ing to figure out the contradictpry
statements made by Ickes, Davis and
the -editors . of .the Journal, all .of
which appeared in one issue.

To bring this discussion to a close,
let us remember the _impotfant fact
in the case: the miners did a job, un-
precedented in the Ameriean Jabor

movement — THEY PA\“ED THE
WAY - FOR. 'I‘IIE REST OF THE

the rubber inner tubing, the self-
sealing gas tanks, etc. It is generally
expected  that Martin stock will not
be - offered for sale. When a few
shares are sold on the Exchange it is
as though the transfer is made in
such a way as to keep the price
down. Very few sales are made and
these enormous and -unconscionable
profits are kept very quietly in the
backgmund

Not long ago we wrole an article
proving -beyond
doubt that in 1942 Martin could have
doubled all wages, including minor
supervision, given the government
more and better planes and returned
over sixteen millien dollars ‘to the
U. S. Treasury. We have challenged
(and renew  the ‘challenge) Martin,
any CPA, any member of Congress
or anyone at all to dlsprove -that
statement

three. That will take care of the ex-
cess purchasing power—and enmch
us, t00: : =

Need a Labor Program

" No, says Rooseyeltl. If prices go up,
how can I-keep wages down? How
about a nice big “gift” in-the form of
subsidies instead?

The. labor leaders? They support
Roosevelt, They-admit-that produc-
tion -costs have gone up and that
prices must increase, unless there are
subsidies.
+They admit a he They know they
admit -a He. If, says Business Week,
labor should reveal the facts—IF!

Neither price increases nor-supsi-
dies are needed! Lower prices! Lower
profits! Higher wagesl!

-That’s the program for labor. The
rank and file will have to drag the
leaders from Roosevelt's - coat - tails.
Independent action all along the line
and an independent political party
of labor. -That's the program for la-
hor!

WLB - -

on that score. The older and more
experienced - workers, have: sweated
‘out-the meaning 'of speed-up and in-
centive schemes, "And they have had
thelr bellyful! :

“The -newer workers must learn
from this experience and draw the
lessons from their own. The capital;
ist carries his heart in his pocket-
book. He cannot bear the strain of
“abnormal wages" and will use.every
trick and deception to convert them
into abnormal profits. Fae

’fl)c Republic dispute reveals the
profit-hungry capitalist not satisfled
with the huge profits of incentive,
even when the rates are normal, but
always and relentlessly slashing
away at the worker's wage.

Readers of LABOR ACTION know
well the real meaning of incentive
pay. Dug out of the grave, where
vears of militant labor action: had
buried them, speed-up sweat -shop
methods were dressed up:and masked
with the nice-sounding label- of’ Jdn-
centive pay by the (lomnaunistxra.rty
production --hounds in-:cov.nperation
with big bnslness Incgntive: plans
mean less ‘wagesin PROPORTION fo
total amount of ‘work:put outi~1t is
a veritable boss's pa‘.radise :The' les-
son is-clear: Liabor must réject ‘any
fofm of the: plecework; speed-up sys-
tem called “incentive. pay.”

any question of

Today I want to use this space to
reprint a report from a New Y¥York
Herald Tribune correspondent in In-
dia.! We have printed many hornble
stories' on. Nazi oppression; it-is well.
from time to time to remember that/
British Jmpenalism in .India also
causes the most horuble suﬂermgs
imaginable to the oppressed Indlan
people. ok Fomwt ;
L ]

May Britain Be Proud!

CALCUTTA, Dec. 11—Many of the
thousands of starving people who
have swarmed into Calcutta since the.
beginning of the Bengal famine in
August exist on a diet gleaned from
the city's garbage cans and garbage
dumps. They make their homes on
the sidewalks or wherever nightfall
finds them. .

An emaciated man stood in the
maidan (park) agross from the Grand
Hotel at noon today and tossed bits
of food, rifled from a public garbage
wagon, into his mouth like an Amer-
ican at a foothball game might eat
popcorn:

In front of the hotel an American
Army nurse handed a weeping boy
eight annas (about sixteen cents).
She was immediately besieged by
five other boys and girls in various
stages of malnutrition.

For the last two days a boy of
about eight years, whose bloated
stomach and spmdly limbs testify ‘to
an advanced stage of starvatmn, has
sat naked in the middle of the side-
walk near the hotel, in hands in atti-
tude of prayer and his eyes starmg
straight ahead.

A group of five destltutes who ap-

peared {o be a family of grandmoth--
er, mother and three cildren, sat on
the sidewalk on Old Court Road near
the, American . Red Cross‘,E;ﬁls}t?ql
Mep’s C,lub today.. The smallest ch;ig,
an_infant of. )ess than ‘a_year, Wa

lying naked on’ its stomach, *The:
rest of the, family, all dressed in dirty:

rags, pointed to the child and moaaeﬂ

in umson

4 et
Fam;ly Dressed in Rags
‘Starvmg* mgthers carrying sta
infants in their arms are everywhete:
The cry of “Khana (food), Sahib,” is
everywhere. At night the feeble
protesting cries of wundernourished
children can be heard in Calcntta’
principle streets.

In the Sealdah Bazar meat market

three children were sweeping up bits
of goat's fat, bone and gristle scraped
from the chopping block onto the
sidewalk by the butcher. Elsewhere
in the bazar there were quick scuf-
fles when hawkers tossed away over»
ripe fruits and vegetables.

At the Great Eastern, Calcutta’s
leading hotel, you can go from; a
seven-course dinner into the midst
of starving people in‘the three min-
‘utes it takes to walk from the dining
room to the sidewalk.

The Calcutta City Corporahons
health officer announced on Novem-

ber 10 that 13,732 starving persons

had been admitted to city hospitals
since August 16 and that 13,614 deaths

of “paupers” had been -recorded in

the period from August 1 to Novem-
ber. 6. s R B[

There is no accurale record of
starvation deaths in .the province,
but  estimates vary _from XILOQO 10
50,000 a week.

NAM Bosses - -

(Continued from page 1)

unemployment by the armistice, they
require, first of all, lower warlime
taxes to permit the accumulation of
even greater reserves than the pres-
ent swollen ones, and, secondly, a
severance pay  of seventy -five per
cent: of all their government con-
tracts terminated by the close of the
war, ;

Throughout the war, the capitalist
class has been determined to keep
the standard of. living of workers
down to depression standards. It has
attacked ' pay rises
enough -to freeze wages at the low
level of September 15, 1942. At the

same time big business has so. pros-

pered that its latest demands are an
insult to the.intelligence.

Surveys by its own institutes for
research and development of the art
of economic robbery have unasham-
edly demonstrated that, = despite
taxes and wages, profits have risen
to new highs. The New York Times
for the last two Sundays has buried
these facts in its financial pages be-

cause they would show what lies aie

told in its editorial attacks on ‘“con-
fiscatory” taxes and “booming wages."
Salaries of execulives have risen by
as much as THIRTY-SEVEN HUN-
DRED per cent!

The maiter of accumulaling re-
serves is.also one on which the bosses
have issued an. ahtmdance ot falsi-
fications, Reserves of the bosses fall
into two important cate;ones. thelr
non-taxable reserves deducted from
profits before taxes, and. the refunds
available to them from the taxes
which they have already paid. -Gov-
ernment statistics have established
that these refunds in many cases are
equal to.a fnll year's nperating cﬂsts

successfully

The full picture shows that the
capitalists of America have reathed
new peaks of wealth and monopolis»
tic strength. It also shows that.ex-
actly the reverse is planned Iot‘ me
workers. o

They Promise Unemployment!

Side by side with -assurances that

the post-war world will be all a-bus:
tle ‘with full production, 'expandéd
even beyond wartime capacity, conie
cdol, quite honest estimates of the
number of industries which wﬂl q
etly cease production the moment the
war ends.

A recent survey of the aircraft in-
dustry showed that its bosses have
determined to close down from ‘one
to four weeks after 'the armist e
Other industries have answered qu g
tionnaires issued by their own’ manu-
facturers’ associations with state—
ments that indicate “reconversion” to
peacetime production will take place
principally in those industries that
never changed their production for
war pugposes. The point of all this
mdy be stated in one word~—1ﬁ~‘ﬂ;‘f}‘[f
PLOYMENT! :

The bosses see the coming period
as of, the resloration. of the normal'
order of things, depression aud
employment, in which they hope !{o
starve the workers and t11e1r umons
into submission.

-

Next Week—

The Yugoslay Provisional Gov-
ernment, by Max Shachtman,
national secretary of the Wark-
ers Party.

\ d ! /
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World Polltlcs.
The Low Art of

High Diplomacy

By Leon Gordon

Churchill - Roosevelt took on, one by one,
Chiang Kai-shek, Stalin, and Inonu. They
emerged with commumques proclaiming “‘our

common  policy,” complel‘e understanding,”’
concord," ““enduring peace’’ and similar hon-
eyed phrases.

So that this unbroken harmony, so free from
all base jealousies, among the Allies and their

. satellites may be fully appreciated, we complete

the big picture with a few supplementary little
scenes: . ;
1. Kim Ku, president of the provisional Ko-
rean government in Chungking, denounced the
Cairo (Chiang) conference pledge that Korea
waould be freed “in due course’ as absurd, warn-
ing ‘that Korea would fight unless given imme-
diate “independence the moment of the Japan-
ese collopse.’ Koreans in China, said Kim .i:r.e
furious about the expression “in due course,”

2. While Chungking officials crpplouded the
results of the Cairo conference, "'the populace,
in street and cafe discussions, generally empha-
sizes what the communique did not contain”
(UP dispatch, December 4). In other words,
they are asking, for example, how about the

. British and Hong Kong.

SMUTS SPEAKS FOR THE EMPIRE
3. General Smuts, chief spokesman of the
British cabinet when Churchill is away, ex-

pressed fear that Britain would be a poor third -

in the Big Three unless the weak democracies
of Western Europe put themselves under British

mﬂuence.

“"The greatest Iesson of this war ’ said he, "'is
'rhe value of power.”

Since France, Italy and Germany will be of no
consequence in Europe, and Japan of none in
Asia, there will be no ““check or balance’ on Rus-

sian power. The possibility of a great China in

_ the East he did not even mention—the mere idea

being too obviously absurd to @ practical mind,

The Smuts speech was given privately to the
Empire Parliamentary Association, before three
hundred members of the Commons and Lords,
including twenty ministers of the government.
They 'decided, and he consented, to mahe it
pubhc :

.4, The Free Freach radio denounced the
Smuts speech as "brutal and unjust,” asserting
that France would be great again, not by the
charity of others, but by “’her power and her
strength, which she will be able to throw into
fhe balance in the important moment.”’

' 5: Tito in Yugoslavia formed a temporary gov-
ernment, with himself as President, thus chal-
lenging Mikhailovitch, King Peter and the Yugo-
slav government in exile. Whereupon Mikhai-
lovitch declared war on Tito:

¢ 6. In ltaly the sad “liberals,” led by Sforza
and Croce, complained of fascistic tendencies of
the government and the complete lack of. civil
liberties. They “place part of the blame—upon
the occupying authorities.”” The British, they say,
favor th e monarchy; the Americans favor “a
sort of fascism for the present as a bulwark
against communism."”’

A MOUTHFUL OF TURKEY
i 7. After a three-day conference, Turkey re-

affirmed her alliance with Britain and her tra-

ditional friendship for all the Big Three, and it
was announced. that the political situation was
reviewed in the closest unity.

« "The briefness of the talks indicated that the
heqt was placed on Turkey in a hurry,” said the
indelicate dispatch of the New York Times cor-
respondent.

The Turks had it “drummed into their heads”
by the Allies that they will have to get on the
bandwagon whenever the Allies choose.

- ‘When pictures were taken, Roosevelt said to
Churchill, ““Let us put the President of Turkey
between us.”

-'A few days later the Turkish Foreign Minister
said: "'We examined all aspects of the problems
with BRUTAL FRANKNESS but with. extremely
cordial understanding of each: other.”

Only a joundiced eye could fgil to enjoy all
this harmony, so natural among the Allies and
thenr underlmgs R

'The Pohﬂcal Fufure Qf 13,000 OOO Americans

Negroes Must Fight for a Labor Party

By W. F, CARLTON

Twenty Negroes, most of them well
known in'the political world, have
issued what they have entitled a Dec-
laration by Negro Voters. The dec-
laration is signed by various church
organizations, officials of NAACP,

fraternal organizations, Millner of the®

International Longshoremen's Asso-
ciation, Philip Randolph of the Sleep-
ing Car Porters, etc. The press claims
that the signers represent six mil-
lion voters.

Such well known persons as Mary
McLeon Bethune, Thurgood Mar-
shall and Walter ‘White, to men-
tion only a few, have not shown 'in
the past that they are ready to asso-
ciate themselves with anything call-
ing for militant action by the Negro
masses. Yet the document is of great
significance. It represents a certain
stage of development among the
masses of the Negro people and is
worth careful examination.

What the Document Says

The most important trend in the
document is the unconcealed distrust

' of ‘both .the Republican and Demo-

cratic Parties.

Says the document: “This state-
ment is designed both to make clear
the Negro's present attitude of re-
séntment against the shortcomings of
both major political parties and fto
serve as a guide in measuring the
future intentions of parties and can-
didates.”

Here the document expresses the
disgust of the great masses of Ne-
groes not only with the Republican
Party but with the Roosevelt Ad-
ministration. The document goes on
to say lamely that the record of all
political candidates in regard o Ne-
gro questions will be scrutinized and
anti-Negro candidatés will be op-
posed.

“No candidate from any section of
the country will be acceptable to Ne-
gro voters unless he has clearly dem-
onstrated opposition to and departure
from the prevailing anti-Negro' tra-
ditions.”

Where Shall Negroes Turn?

This is the kind of a threat which,

unless it is followed up by action,

FDR and His *Warless” World

Or did Mr.
gressor nations” vanguished, “war will cease to he

By GERTRUDE SHAW:
While Mr.

Roosevelt was in Iran, he addressed

can only result in another deception
of the masses of the Negroes. Do
the signers of this declaration, for
instance, consider ‘{hat Wendell Will-
kie has clegrly demonsttated his op-
position to or his departure from the
prevailing anti - Negro tradltwns"
Willkie wants the Negro vote and
has been making all sorts of prom-
ises and. declarations as to what
should be done for the benefit of Ne-
groes. Yet the Roosevelt Administra-
tion has deceived the Negroes shame-
lessly. A great part of this document
they issued is devoted to an impres-
sive list of the crimes perpetrated
against the Negro people in the
armed forces of the nation.

It demands that these wrongs
should cease. How is it possible for
any sérious Negro politician to be-
lieve that a Republican administra-
tion will right these wrongs? Or,
again, why should anyone believe that
the -present ‘administration, if re-
elected, would do in 1945 what it has
so consistently refused to do from
the beginning-of the war to the pres-
ent day? -

Here we have a very typical ex-.
ample of the hesitation and confu-
sion of the Negro leaders even when
they express, as they do here, the
recognition by the masses of the pre-
vailing anti-Negro’ 1rad1tmns among
both parties.

Look to Labor

Is there any alternative for the
Negroes away from the two tradi-
tional parties? There most certainly
is. The document contains one very
significant passage:

“We call upon enlightened labor,
church, farm and other groups to op-
pose actwely the current wave of
reaction. We will combme on a
minimum program with such enlight-
ened groups. Together these groups
constitute- a majority of the electo-
rate. Together we will beat back the
tide of reaction and build a more de-
cent world now and in the post-war
years whlch can insure a durable
peace.”

Here, stated with great tll‘l’lldlty,
are the elements of a way out for the
masses of the Negro peaple 'I‘he only

preventing mine disasters. Their occurrence today .
is, by and large, a social crime of mine-owners un-

powerful force in the country which
can lead an opposition to the prevail-
ing anti-Negro tradition of the Dem-
ocratic and Republican Parties is the
organized force of labor. There are
today strong forces in the labor
movément seeking to mobilize labor
for independent political action. Here
is a chance for these Negro leaders
to lead.

The document shows, as is proper,
a predominating concern for the
rights of the Negro people. But it
shows also that ils signers recognize
that ‘the fate of the Negro people is
bound up with the fate of the United
States as a whole.

For a-Labor Party

The obvious thing is for these lead-
ers to formulate a program of their
own which will express the clear-cut
wishes for equality in all spheres by
the masses of the Negro people. At
the same time they must formulate
a bold program for the country as a
whole, a program which will embrace
the needs and desires of labor and
all suffering and oppressed groups.

- The UAW, for instance, has already
put forward a program which can
serve as a basis for discussion. The
document recognizes that labor, the
Negroes and various other oppressed
groups “constitute a majority of the
electorate.” There is no need for
these Negro leaders to keep uttering
vague threats against the Republican

- and Democratie Parties. There is no

law which compels them to be wait-
ing for others to take the political
initiative on their béhalf. Leaders
must lead. They are now in a posi-
tion "to come out boldly for a Labor
Party, and to make their special and
general contribution to the elabora-
tion of the program of such a party.
The 'Negro masses must let them
know this in no uncertain manner.
Without this they will never act.
This is no'time for refusing to rec-
ognize the obvious. This is no time
for perpetuating old illusions. The
Democratic Party and the Republican
Party represent the ruling classes of
this country. From them the Negroes
can expect nothing but large prom-
ises and small performances, The

only alternative force in the country
try which can offer ihe Negroes
some perspective is the organized
force of labor. We repeat: There is
no other force in the country which
can lead the opposition to the.capi-
talistic parties with any prospects of
success. .

But it is not enough to recognize
this only in words. The Negro lead-
ers must be forced to take the ini-
tiative. They must place boldly be-
fore the leaders of organized labor
the necessity for a clean break with
the old parties and the elaboration
of a program which will help to build
a more decent world and begin that
reconstruction of society without
which the Negro people will never
rise from their present degradation.

The declaration follows the cur-
rent practice by stating that the main
thing before the public is the win-

ning of the war. Most Negroes would

probably say that their first problem
is to win their democratie rights, and
they do not want to wait “until the
war is won." At the same time the
declaration demands an end to im-
perialism and colonial exploitation.
Here again these leaders mislead and
confuse the Negro masses. In prac-
tice, their policy means subordinat-
ing the struggle of the Negroes for
freedom in- this couniry. It means
continuation of the exploitation of
colonial millions.in Africa, in India
and in many other parts of Asia. The
decent world can only be built by
the overthrow of all imperialism.
There is no other way.

However, a beginning can be made.
It can be made by the unity under
the leadership of labor of all the suf-
fering and oppressed groups in the
country, of whom the Negroes suffer
most and are the most oppressed. The
great millions of them are today
ready for militant leadership. These
leaders who issue these timid dee-
larations in their name must either
make up their minds to lead or be
swept away by new leaders who will
turn their backs on the Democratic
and Republican Parties and throw
their energies into the formation of
an independent Labor Party.

Roosevelt mean that with the “ag-

United States troops at Camp Amirabad, situated
on the slopes of Teheran, where the conference be-
tween Roosevelt, Churchill and Stalin took place.

The ~President told these men of the Persian ..
Gulf Service Command that the conference made -

great progress in planning “a werld for us and for
our children when war will cease to be necessary.”
No doubt the soldiers in that distant land be-
longing to the Iranians liked to hear the President
utter those words. They are nice-sounding words.
But, on examination, what do these words ac-
tually mean?

IS WAR “NECESSARY” NOW?

In the first place, they imply that TODAY war
is necessary. However, in the most basic sense,
this is not true.

To illustrgie the meaning of this statement, here
aré a few examples:

Letl us say there was a time when it was neces-

- sary that a large percentage of the children of the

world have rickets and grow up with all kinds of
bone deformities. But rickets has been proved- to
be a disease of malnutrition, preventable by prop-
er food—of which there is plenty in the world
and of which, under a socialist system, there could
be even more. The reason for that is that under
socialism food  would be produced for use, for the
good of all humanity. Under capitalism, food is
produced primarily for profit; needs are complete-
1y secondary.

That today children in this modern world are
still bow-legged is a testimonial of social injustice
—not of social necessity.

Again, there was a time when mine accidents,

. trapping and killing helpless miners, were claimed

to be unavoidable and necessary. Now, however,
scientists and engineers have the know-how for

willing to part with a small fraction of their profits
to make the mines safe to work in.

In this sense war is not necessary today. was
not in -1914; and, in reahty,—rH&S -NEVER BEEN
NECESSARY!

For today there could be plenty for all the
world now being laid waste by war instead. Man
has learned the secrets of the!air, the sea, the sur-
face and the' bowels of the earth. Man knows his
way around with atoms and electrons. He has
fashioned machines which are miracles of produc-
tion for factory and farm, for mine and plantation.

The world is teeming with millions of able
hands willing to build and operate those machines
for peacetime production of abundance. Wonder-
ful means of transportation by air, sea and land

- are here for peoples—peacefully and' for their

mutual benefit—to exchange thelr products ac-
cording to their needs.

That the peoples of the world are today cx-
changing bombs and destruction instead of tihe
good things of and for life, is not a necessity. It is
the ‘outcome of capitalist lmpenalism standing in
the way of the peoples of the ‘earth. k

WHAT DID FDR MEAN?

Then what did Mr. Roosevelt mean by the
phrase, “a world for us and for our children when
war will cease to be necessary”? Did he mean that
the Teheran conference made 'great progress in
planning to end capitalist imperialism?

Of course, this is merely begging the question.
Evérybody knows that Mr. Roosevell is pledged
{0 preserve the American profit system, which
means American imperialism—that Mr. Churchill
is pledged to 'preserve the Tmperial British Em-
pire—that Mr. Stahn is ambltioub for a new Rus-
sian Empuc

necessary”’? But this is a fantastic assumption. For
how long will German and Japanese capitalism re-
main crushed? Again, what will prevent a new
crop of. “aggressors” from springing.up?

For
spokesmen of the British Empire, General Smuts,
Prime Minister of the Union of South Africa, Bri-
fain has become an “unequal” partner, compared
to the United States and Russia, which have such
tremendous national resources. What will stop
England from “aggressing”? 1In fact, General
Smuts already suggesis aggressive intentions to-
ward Western Europe!

CLEAR THINKING NEEDED

In this world erisis, clear thinking is of the ut-
most importance. One must ask: How is FDR's
‘“world when war will cease to be necessary” dif-
ferent from Woodrow Wilson’s “war to end all
wars”?

World War T was the first of the World War
series. World War II is the second. The Cairo and
Teheran conferences did not scotch World War
III because ruling class statesmen confer on the
basis of the power politics of imperialism—and
that ' means war sooner or later.

Only the working peoples of the world can end
the World War series,

, The correct starting point is that wars are not
necessary right now—no waiting for a promised
millennium created for propaganda purposes!

For the peoples of the world to arrive at the
longed-for destiny of humanity to produce and
exchange the things of life in peace and plenty,
they must rid themselves of the motives of capi-
talist profits and imperialist power in international
relations. That is saying that international capi-
talism is their enemy.

Humanity necds a soc:alisi. world!
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By WILLIAM GORMAN

Last week a congressional commit-
tee was considering a bill to set up a
special commission “to effectuate the
rescue of the Jewish people of Eu-
rope,” The State Department came
out against this move, as it obviously
meant that the jurisdiction of the
State Department over the refugee
problem was going to be challenged
by the contemplated new commis-
sion,.

Agssistant Secretary of State Breck-
enridge Long appeared before the
House Foreign Affairs Committee to
give the opinions of his department.
The New York Times reported that
his testimony on the bill “...indi-
cated Mr. Long's feeling that such
legislation would...constitute a cri-
ticism of what the State Department
has done quietly toward this end.”

In answer to any such criticism,
Long insisted that the record of his
department ‘was good and that it had
done everything possible for the vie-
timized Jews of Europe. But as usual
with the State Depariment, what
Long didn't say is more Jmportant
than what he gsaid. One thing is
clear: the State Depaltmeut insists
that its handling of the refugee dues-
tion remain a secret buried in its
.dusty files in Washington.

The Record of Ten Years

It-is worth while here to review

the record. Not for the sake of Long;

he knows it too well. - That. is/ pre-

cisely why he doesn’t discuss it in
public.

In 1933, Secreta:ry of State Hull
assured the American Jewish Con-
gress that the anti-Semitic wave in
Germany would be stopped by the
- Nazi government Anyway, that is
what the Nazis said.

By 1038 . it had become clear that
the Nazis were the instigators and
not the preventers-of pogromism. An
internatjonal conference ‘was called
at | Evian, . Switzerland, to discuss
ways and means of saving the lives
of German Jews. But just as in the
disarmament conferences-everybody
urged everybody else to disarm, so
here tpo, every country urged every
other country to open their doors
 wide. In fact, it was’ at that time
'that dead bodies were washed up on
the shores of Palestine; the bodies of
Jewish refugees who tried to swim
from their ships anchored out on
the sea, because they had no'visas!

It was the same ¥year in which the
“two great “democrats,” Charnberlam
and Dalgdier, flew to Hitler and Mus-
solini” in Munich ey all posed
smﬂmgly for ‘pictures. ‘But not - one
word was.said, net one MOVe  was
‘niade to savé or even W*Quéviatc the
desperate plight 'of ‘Geérman Jewry

And More Rec_ently __
The death agony of European Jew-

ry hag’ ‘aroused’ gréat protest in this

country and England The' aipiomats
“tried o save their shamed faces-with

another conference, this tune in Ber-
muda. No delegates from organized
Jewry were allowed; detailed reports
of the rescue of Etiropean Jewry, re-
ports which would have inspired
hope and, courage in Europe's most-
cruelly . oppressed people, were never
issued. Reprcsentatwe Sol Bloom,
who attended the Bermuda Confer-
ence, opeénly stated that the confer-
ence 'did not lift a finger to halt the
slaughter 'of the Jews of Nazified
Europe.

Well known liberals such as Leon
Henaerson, Pean Alfange and Con-
grcssman Wil Ragers, Jr;, all have
sevérely criticized-the Allied govern-
ments for their inaction.

Dr. Israel Goldstein declared be-
fore the Jewish Conference earlier
this year that feasible programs for
the rescue of European Jewry were
presented to the governments but
“the will for great salvation is weak.”

Fliahu Doblain, a deputy member
of the Jewish ‘Agency of Palestine,
said in a report: “Many opportunities
for sading Jewish refugees were lost
because there weren't enough iinmi-
gratitm ‘certificates ‘and they wemnt
glven‘ out in timd? :

A few days dfter Loiig's defense
of the State Department, Representa-
tive Emamiel Celler challenged Long
to gwe the figures of how many
Jetws entered this country in’‘the last
few' yaars compamd with the num-
ber-who reqquested admission:

A week ago the Intergovernmental
Refugee Commission, which was set
up in Bermuda and is now in Lon-
don,; declared that Jews would no
longer be permitted to present pro-
posals in person before the commis-
sion. The reasons are very simple:
the Jews are bitterly critical of Al-
lied complacency about the extermi-
nation of European Jewry. So the
commission slams the: door in their
face. A befitting climax o ten years
of “saving” the Jews of Europe.

Kriends of the Jews?

When the State Depariment starts
describing how virtuous it is, it only
probes the worst depths of cynical
hypocrisy. For years the main activ-
ity of this organized expression of
American reaction has been-to de-
fend and befriend Europe’s fascists:
Salazar, Franco, the men’ of Vichy,
Prince Otto, the Hungarian pretend-
er, and all the tottering crowns of
Europe. ‘The Jews did not get a
tenth of the sympathy and active
friendship that these' henchmen of
reaction received from the State De-
partment.

There was always a suspicmub
smell about the State Départment’s
attitude and action for the suffermg
Jews of “Europe. ' Long's* defénse,
givéen in secref testimony; was 21_11)-
posed to clear the air. But it only
made the stench more distinctly pu-

“more than twelve months.in continental USA; ui‘i’d -

. _farms. Even the proposed WagnernMurray—Dlm-"
instance, according to one of the main

Hope of Veférdns
Lies with the

Labor Movement'
- By Hlldy Johnson

The problem of providing for dlschurged semce
men is already a pressing oné, with some 600,000
service' men discharged since Pearl Harbor, and
the prospect of adjusting over 10; 000, 000 men :
to civilian life after the war,
At present, congressional action has been !irh—
ited to the usual number of pretty speeches proms
ising not to let “‘our boys’” down, and to comtr
tee action on a bill providing mustermg -out p
This bill, unanimously approved by the Senate
Military Affc:rs Committee, isi now in a Hou.ﬁe-
committee.

The Senate bill sets up a pay scale based c_a_rizl"
length of service at home and overseas. All sery-
ice men, honorably discharged, from the rahks of:
Army colonel and Navy commander down, would
be eligible for mustering-out pay. The proposed -
scale runs $500 for more than eighteen months
of overseas service; $400 for more than twelve
months; $300 for less than twelve months, or

$200 for less than twelve months of service Withln
this country.

VITAL NEEDS OF EX-SERVICE MEN

President Roosevelt, in his message to Con-
gress asking for a bill for mustering-out pay, ‘was X
forced to point out the shortcomings of present
social security legislation as far as discharged
service men were concerned. Discharged servjcg, }
men and Merchant Mariners are not eligible for
unemployment insurance under the Federal So- .':
cial Security Law, since, technically, the service
men are not considered as “‘working’’ during the
time they were in uniform and the maritime work-
ers are not employed in any state and thus ineh-
gible for state employment benefits. :

Another loophole—when a soldier is killed in
action, his widaw may lose her survivor’s pension
under the Social Security Act, since his conl-rlbu-
tion stopped during military service.

Besides such obvious loopholes, there is no pro-
vision in the bill for health insurance, education
of service men for new and useful trades and con-
tinuation of education begun in the services, edu-
cation of minor dependents of soldiers killed or -
special provision for service men who wish to buy

gell bill, which merely closed the loopholes of t-he_ :
Federal Social Security Bill, has been buried in
House and Senate committees since last summer.

Cl10 PROGRAM FOR DISCHARGED MEN G
The CIO took official action on the problem of
returning service men in a resolution gt the .an-
nual convention this fall. The resolution recog-
nized that any post-war program for returning
service men and those in_the Merchant Marine
must be based on good jobs and opportunity for
all which cannot be achieved without full employ-
ment nationally. It points out the danger that
without proper security, veterans may fall prey to.
anti-union and pro-fascist propaganda.
The resolution comes out against any plan to
keep men in service to prevent unemployment
and demands they be put in constructive employ-
ment in civilian work. The program calls for: im-.
mediate preparation of demobilization plans to
speed the return of service men and" Merchant
Marine workers to civilian life; endorsement of
the CIO policy of union ugreements which plro!'ect &
the seniority and positions of ‘service men; engct-
ment of legislation for a well planned federal
education program to help veterans get the Imul :
of education they need; regular allowances for
disabled veterans and seamen and their depg
dents; training benefits and special considera-
tion in employment; full protection for denﬁn“
dents of service men and seamen killed or in-
capacitated in the war, including an edllcl'.m"__ :
for minor dependents. 2
The final plank of the CIO resolution states
"It is jobs which. the service men and the mem-
bers of the Merchant Marine will want when
they return to civilian life, The CIO plgd_ ;
that it will direct all of its energy to this task.
The service men and seamen should be prote:
so that following their demobilization and, unti
they obtain regular employment they should ‘be
given the sarfic pay which they received in the
service."”
This pledge of the CIO and of orgamzed Icibor'
cannot remain on paper, to be troﬂed_qyt_.gng!'.
passed unanimously as showpieces .at conven-
tions. The fight for the future of the veterans is
a life and death question for the union, too. ‘Re- -
turning service men are not going to be content
with eking out an existence on unemployment
insurance—if they can get it. They are gomg”-.
to demand action to better their condutrms.
ready at the far-flung fighting fronts t
been effet;tlvo cmn labor propagqndq

no jobs and a dole: Ofgam;q;i_.labgr M
‘make sure there are jobs.for these men.

"
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| Competition in the Middle East

y PAUL ULLMAN

.While British and American poli-

icians’ wildly throw their arms

ound each other and serenade
hemselves with sweet songs of bro-
herhood and lifelong co-operation,
he capstahsts of the separate coun-

ies’ continue their struggle for eco-
omic domination of the world.

‘As the war proceeds, the blueprints
e Britlsh and American capital-
for the post-war world begin to

€ on flesh and blood and are set-
 the pattern for the future. But

§ the capitalists of. these countries

retch out their long and greedy

1 _ngers to grab the world’s riches,
ery - often their hands get in each
ther's way.
_ British big business quakes in its
oots when it thinks of the size of
American aviation and its almost cer-
ain control of the all-important air
trade’ of the future. The American
merchant marine threatens British
mastery, of the seas. British capital,
“once dominant in Latin America, has
‘been pushed out of first place by the
_size of American investments and the
_nature of Americgn control. Canada
moves closer and closer to American
economy, and recent ‘American in-
oads in’ Australia and India threaten
to drain the very lifeblood out of the
decreth body of Enghsh imperialism.

"mnemion in the Middle East

Recent developments in the Near
and-Middle East add another chapter
‘to the story of tlns crucial struggle.

| Rallroads

(Cnntinued from page 1)

: displace whites. Negro firemen were
“the accepted majority for fifty years
on - Southern railroads, until auto-
-matic stokers and Diesel-powered en-
~gines’'changed the dirty, heavy work
into desirable jobs.”

Thus it remains for the Brother-
_hoods to issue a clear statement con-
‘demning Jim Crow practices and
proclaiming their solidarity with the
‘egro workers.

“The FEPC had made clear in its
statement that it is not for equality
.~ for' Negroes. “Their letter (the
J_Southém .railroads’) now makes a
~ bid ‘for* public disapproval of FEPC
y. viewing with alarm alleged pre-

This part of the world offers two

main attractions to world capitalism.
Thé first is the almighty oil, which
many wars have proved to be much
more expensive than blood; the sec-
ond is the wholesome prospect of
100,000,000 customers - for manufac-
tured goods. .

With proper respect to oil as the
lifestream of capitdlism, we will
treat it first. British interests in the
Near East have always been mainiy
in oil. The rich fields of Mosul have
gushed forth swollen rivers of profits
for British business and it was to
increase these profits that Britain op-

‘posed the French in their oppression

of the Lebanese people in the recent
crisis. (For a full story on British
“conversion” to “democracy for the
Lebanese” and the oil behind it, read
the article in the November New In-
ternational.)

However, in the last few years,
United States oil companies have be-
gun to penetrate the same oil fields
and have obtained large concessions
along the Persian Gulf and across
Arabia. Since the war, the high rate
of oil consumption and an estimate
by experts that American oil re-
serves would last only twelve years
more at the present rate, made it nec-
essary for American companies to
explore “new sources. The Standard
Oil Co. of California and the Texas
Co. sank large new wells at Bahrein
Island along the Arabian coast. These
are beginning to yield huge supplies
and are supplementing the output of
England’s large Anglo-Iranian Oil

The Inter-Allied Oil Conflict

Company’s refineries at Abadan, Iran.

It should be understood that Brit-
ain is still mistress of oil in the Near
East but these recent developments
indicate the beginnings of a com-
petitive struggle over the precious
flvid.

The more general conmderatlon of
the Middle East as a vast market for
goods, source of raw materials and a
field for foreign investment is much
more interesting and illuminating at
this point.

British Bodies Rule

James M. Landis, one-time super-
visor of blackouts and honorable offi-
cer of civilian defense, was sent to
the Near East in October in the un-
titled but easily recognized capacity
of Protector of American Business
Interests from the Ravaging British.

The extent of American interest in
that area is scarcely realized by most
people. Up to July, 1943, one billion
American dollars were invested in
the Middle East. America is oper-
ating a complete rail and truck trans-
portation system in Persia jand han-
dles ninety per cent of all air-borne
traffic through its Army Transport
Command. After the war, America
has no intention of pulling out its
stakes and leaving for home, as befits
a considerate guest. These activities
will be extended and built up until

"the bulk of the trade network is in

American hands.

But the British have been anything
but idle. In 1941, Britain established
a Middle East Supply Center (MESC)

tensions (my emphasis—M.W.) of
Negroes to be engmeers and con-
ductors.”

In this smgle sentence Ross gives
the answer to the role of the FEPC.
It is not fighting for equality for the
Negro. It is merely trying to pla-
cate, with a few small favors, the
leaders of the Negroes.

Roosevelt set up this committee as
an answer to the threatened “March
on Washington.” He promised Ran-
dolph and White that he would issue
an executive order forbidding dis-
crimination in ' industry if they
would call off the march. And by
executive order, Roosevelt organized
the FEPC fo investigate any viola-
tions of Executive Order No. 8802,

Dancing
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which forbade discrimination be-

cause of race, color or creed.

But Roosevelt created this body as
a moral stimulant. He didn't give it
teeth. Now that the FEPC has issued
a directive, no rnatter how weak, no
matter how incomplete, it tan do no
more. The railroads have refused.to
obey the order and the FEPC is pow-
erless to act. It can issue directives,
make recommendations and then
hope. It is powerless to enforce.

Now Roosevelt finds in his-lap the
whole question of the FEPC. It will
take another executive order to make
the railroads express compliance in
words if not in action. But the rail-
roads have already signified their in-
tention to carry this case to the Su-
preme Court, They are ready ‘to fight!
They are not ready to comply!

Labor Must Enter Fight

So once more the problem of the
Negro is being used as a political
football. Two chairmen of the FEPC
have already resigned. What is there
left for Ross to do?

It is clear that only the organized
labor movement can provide a com-
mittee which can militantly and
fearlessly carry on the fight for
equal rights for Negroes. Only the
force and weight of this movement
can gain the confidence of the Negro
workers. ‘It remains for the labor
movement to take hold on this fight
to educate the workers in class sol-
idarity and to help break them from
the bonds of boss-inspired prejudice.

New York Readers!
You Can Buy L. A,

At the newsstands on 42nd
Street between Fifth and Sixth
Avenues.
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for the immediate purpose of organ-
izing .production and trade in the
Middle East so as to get some much-
needed wheat to Greece, at that time
fighting a desperate battle against the
Axis. The three major over-all aims
of the MESC were to develop local
production of needed war materials,
assess and assist import requirements
of the various countries and control
of imports in order to eliminate non-
essential materials. In simple and
easy English, that gives the MESC
tremendous control over the foreign
trade of these countries.

U. 8. Busmess Moves In

However, the MESC has no author-
ity to buy or sell merchandise. I
merely regulates. The United King-
dom Commercial Corp. (UKCC) does
the buying and selling. One of
America's severest criticisms of Bri-
tain is that the British exporter keeps
his trade lines open and flourishing
through the agency of the UKCC,
which in turn works hand-in-glove
with the MESC to guarantee its mar-
kets.

The MESC is no longer a purely
British agency, although it was or-
ganized by them. American business,
inspired with a love and desire to
help Britain in its heavy task, has
entered the MESC, so that today, of
178 members, 43 are Americans.

James M. Landis has a considerable
job on his hands in his attempt to
foster and develop American busi-
ness in the Middle East. For the
MESC is here to stay and will try
to dominate the foreign trade of the
Near East. Landis's primary task is
to increase, American influence in
these new bodies organized by Great
Britain.

In answer to American crmclsm of
Britain domination, the British quite
correctly point out that America is
following exactly the same policy in
North Africa.

These are the main elements of
American - British trade competition
in that section. of the world. The
lines of the struggle become more

and more defined as the conflict in-

tensifies.

Sparks

Freda Kirchwey, of The Nation,
reporting her personal experiences
among British workers, wrote, among
other things: “The American miners,
I think, have become a symbel in
Britain, not of irresponsibility or in-
difference to duty, but of aggressive,
independent labor action....”

—LA—

General Jan Christian Smuts, Prime
Minister of the Union of South Afri-
ca, is considered the wise old man of
the British Empire. When he speaks,
it is worth listening.

He recently made a remarkable
admission of the declining power of
the British Empire. As against the
vast resources of the United States
and of Russia, England is economi-
cally poor—“an unequal partnership,
I am afraid,” said Smuts.

So what is the remedy? Smuts has
one ready at hand: “Should we not
cease as Great Britain to be an is-
land? Should we not work intimate-
ly together with these small democ-
racies in Western Europe, which by
themselves may be lost, as they are
lost today, and as they may become
lost again? Surely they must feel
that their place is with this member
of the trinity [meaning Britain, as
against the United States and Rus-
sial. Their way of life is with Great
Britain and the next world - wide
British system.”

Get the drift. Britain, whose old
empire is cracking, is to build a new
one by swallowing up Western Eu-
rope—is to balance her power against
the United States and Russian by
“working intimately with” the “small
democracies” in the same intimate

way that hungry lion works with a’

lost lamb.
A

When seven hundred workers of
the National Supply Company’ in
Pittsburgh struck against the dis-
charge of a fellow worker, the draft
board got busy and reclassified the
strikers to 1-A. Of the strikers, some
two hundred were draft-age men
without children and the other five
hundred draft-age men with chil-
dren.

-—I..A—

The outstanding news about the
starvation imposed on that outpost
of British democracy l;nown as In-

NAACP Asks Hull's Help
For Randolph to Speak

WASHINGTON; D, C.—Secretary of
State Cordel¥ Hull has been asked to
use his influence “as one of the most
distinguished .¢itizens of Tennessee”

“It is to be presumed that the
sheriff, mayor and governor are fa-
miliar with the constitutional guar-
antees of the rights of free speech

in the matteri,of the denial of free -and assemblage. The issue involved

speech in the city of Memphis to A.
Philip Randolph, president of the
Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters.

Mr. Randelph was scheduled to
speak in Memphis on November 7,
but on November =
6 Sheriff O.:H. fg
Perry sent depu-
ty sheriffs to the
homes of fifteen
leading Negro
citizens, ordering -
them to appear in .
the sheriff’s office
at three o’clock
that day. When
they assembled
he told them
bluntly that Ran-
dolph would not A
be permitted to speak and that the
meeting must be cancelled. The
meeting was cancelled.

The NAACP, which made the ap-
peal to Secretary Hull, wrote:

in this flaunting of the federal ‘and
state constitutions...is one which is
closely allied with the principles for
which the United Nations are fight-
ing this war.... When you as Secre-
tary of State attend international
conferences such as the one at Mos-

cow...the bona fides of American .

pronouncements regarding democra-
cy are measured by what is actually
occurring in the United States.

“We therefore suggest and strong.y
urge that you use whatever influence
is yours with the governor of your
state and with the officials of Mem-
phis and of Shelby County to cor-
rect this flagrant violation of the
Constitution. We suggest that one
specific step would be for the state
of Tennessee and the officials of the
city of Merphis and Shelby County
to join in inviting Mr. Randolph to
speak in Memphis with the full pro-
tection and authority of responsible
officials.”

in the News . ..

| “A Tennessee sheriff had deputized

dia, has put in the shade develop-

-ments in the Caribbean colony of

the United Puerto
Rico.

However, unemployment and actu-

States, namely,

al hunger are so rife in Puerto Rico*

that its Roosevelt - appointed gover-

nor, Rexford Tugwell, has warned

Congress “it must either provide help

or face the possible necessity of sup-

pressing an angry people whe may

feel that they have been wronged.”
L A—

The Washington Memo.in a recent -

issue of the New York Post cites the
following instance of the operation
of capitalist justice against labor:

Indian Famine - -

(Continued from page 1)

what the British imperialists oppose,
as they have always opposed the
“pampering” of the colony.

The present situation in India in-
dicates how absolutely necessary is
the freedom and independence of the
country now. British rule has brought
nothing but misery, poverty, slavery,

Georgia Justice

No one knows where Precious
E. Grant, taken out of a county
jail in Georgia by two “unknown”
men, is. The Negro press reports
the widespread belief that he has
been lynched and his body left
for carrion birds in the nearby
woods.

Grant, a Negro, was arrested
last March on a warrant sworn
out by a white woman charging
him with attempted rape. The
woman failed to identify Grant
as her assailant, saying that a man
whose racial identity she did not
know grabbed her from behind
and instantly released her afier
she screamed.

Police officials in the small town
of Cedartown, Ga. claim that
“two unknown white men came
and removed him from his cell
and he has not been seen since.”
The dispatch does not say that the
officials resisted this jailbreak, nor
does it say what efforts have been
made to find the lost man.

Grant was a veteran of World
War 1. He was considered good
enough to fight, but not good
enough to defend against “two un-
known white men” ine a small
town where usually everyome is
known.

two hundred company. guards in an
effort to break a strike of copper
miners at Copper Hill, Tenn. When

two power lines feeding the copper -

mine were blown up, the sherifi and
his company guards, aided by twe
FBI agents, rounded up more than
fifty strikers and held them incom-
municado in a YMCA building on
the company’s grounds until the con-
fessions were obtained. Some of the
men were held and questioned for

‘ten days before being taken to

court.”

No, not .in Nazi Germany Right
here in the good old USA.

exploitation and starvation to the
people.

The British government, which has
only recently freed the fascist Sir
Oswald Mosley from his three-room
apartment prison for ill health,
keeps Gandhi, Nehru and thousands
of other Indians in jail who demand
the national independence of their

country. This is not because Great.

Britain has any intention of granting
such independence after the war.
Churchill already made that clear
when he said that he was not the
King's Prime Minister for the pur-

pose of presiding over the "hqu:da- :

tion of the British Empire.”
American workers, however, can

de something to help the Indian peo-

ple. The unions must demand that
the Roosevelt. Administration set
aside shipping space to help relieve
the starvation. The unions them-
selves can raise relief for the Indians.

But, above all, the whole labor
movement must join in one chorus
to demand the immediate freedom of
India. Get rid of British rule in In-
dia and the greatest possible step will

have been taken for the recomstruc-

tion of the counfry by the native
population itself, by its millions of
workers and peasants.
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and British fascism.”

journalist exclaimed.
I asked him what he meant.

zine, page 670.

Louis Fischer Writes on India

When I reached Bombay, the Indian Journalists Association asked
me to address its members. I agreed to sit down with them and try to
answer questions.- In resppnse to one of their questions, I made a state-'
ment in favor of the war and sketched the bleak prospect for all of us
if fascism won the war. An Indian journalist arose and said:

“For us Indians, there is no difference between Japanese fascism

“Now look,” I said, “England is not fascist. England is very demo-
cratic and, in many political respects, much more democrafic than my
own country, the United States. I know,” I“went on, “that'you dislike
the measures of repression which the British occasionally adopt in
_adia. But since I arrived in India almost every fifth person has told
' me he has been in jail. Now I have lived for years in Russia and Ger-

many. In those countries one rarely meets anybody who has been in
jail; they are in jail, and many have been shot.”

“The British don’t bother shooting us. They kill us,” another Indian

He said: “The average length of life in India is twenty-seven years.
In England it is sixty years; in the United States sixty-three years.” I
later found those figures in the official British statistics.

A third Indian journalist added: “Forty-five per cent of all children
born in India die before the age of five.” That, too, is an official figure.
—From an article by Loms Fischer in the Decf.mber issue of Asia maga-

:r"eaf Britain’s Policy Incites Arab-Jewish Warfare in Palestine

Page 4

By JESSIE KAAREN

/A new wave of arms searches in Jewish settlements has inter-
l‘upted the short period of comparative quiet which Palestine en-
i‘ayed following the previous highly publicized trials for alleged
smuggling to the Jewish. colonists.

he l.atest pretext used by the British pohce to force their way

y re arrested and several people were hurt, including the-
:l;hp ‘Hebrew dailies were suspended for publishing “in-

! than a hundred armed policemen participated in the sec-
ond rald on the small village of Hulda, aided by British and Polish

‘in its ‘search for “deserters.” “No deserters were
British commander testified later atlthe trial of the

s destroyed with the loss of seventeen inhabitants. At
e, the settlers in Hulda were entirely cut off from the
e country by Arab bands and had to be supphed with
a:rplane.

up of world opinion;

same magistrate who conducted the first highly advertised arms
trial in which a'Jewish taxi driver and a soldier, Lieb Sirkin a!id
Abraham Rachlin, were sentenced to ten and seven years respec-
tively for alleged gun running. L

According to a late dispatch from Palestine, the seven villagers
of Hulda were declared guilty and were given the choice of dis-

closing where they obtained the arms, in which case their sentence .

would be lightened, or of serving long prison sentences. Counsel
at the trial pointed out that the rioters responsible for the death
of seventeen villagers during the Arab-Jewish fights of several
years ago, have never been brought to trial, while the men who
prepare to defend the v1llage agamst future attacks are being pun-
ished.

A Conservative member of Parliament, S. S. Hamersley, Writmg
to the London Times, says: “The majority of the Arabs possess
arms, and fearing that worse is to come, the Jews have taken steps
to defend themselves. Can we blame them?” He adds that the
Arabs have used disorders as “an instrument to force the British
government fo modify the original interition of a home in Pales-
tine for the Jews.”

. He should have said that it is the British government which is

deliberately provoking Arab-Jewish riots, as it has doné several
times before. As Pierre Van Paasen puts it in his latest book,
they are “steering straight for an explosion.” Van Paasen, as well
as other journalists who wrote eye-witness accounts of the former
riots, charges that the Brjtish Colonial Office has systematically
sabotaged every effort at Arab-Jewish reconciliation as being con-
trary to British imperialist interests. .

FIGHT OVER THE WHITE PAPER :

The present campaign of terror by the British against Jewish
colonists is a large-scale expansion of its former riot-provoking
efforts. Where in former years the British authorities simply turned
a deaf ear to the leace for help when the rioting began, in the pres-
ent instance it deliberately goes out to the colonies to get some
trouble started and then imports journalists at its own expense to
give the trials a world-wide flavor.

As was pointed out in a previous issue of LABOR ACTION,
British policy in Palashne has as its main objective the stirring

larly American-opinion, in support ot—---

the Macdonald White Paper, which bars further Jewish immigra-
tion (except with Arab consent) as of April, 1944. The need to
bolster up the unpopular White Paper is great because the des-
perate situation of the refugee Jewish population of Europe, mak-

* ing it imperative for world Jewry and even for national govern-

ments to concern themselves about a country fo which these refu-
gees can go, causes a great deal of sympathy for the idea that Pal-
estine, the only country that wants them, should be considered as
a natural solution to the problem.

Thus the pressure is heavy against Great Britain to liberalize
its anti-immigration policy, but the British government is just as
determined not to yield. It means to exclude Palestine as a place
of refuge for the Jews and it is out to prove that Great Britain
must prevent them from coming into Palestine in order to avoid a
civil war between the Arabs and the Jews. )

But no policy of arms searches is conducted in Arab villages,
where the nationalist movement is strong and militant and un-
doubtedly well fortified. There is no British persecution against
the Arabs, even though the nationalist movement is strongly pro-
Axis. Of course, in the early days of the war, when German troops
threatened the whole Middle East, the Grand Mufti, who was open-
ly broadcasting fascist propaganda, had to be exiled and some of
his followers also had to leave the country. But at the present
time Great Britain is love-feasting with the Arabs and is permit-

' ting the Mufti's lesser satellites to return from exile.

This does not mean that the British Palestinian-mandate gov-
ernment will infroduce any benevolent measures to ameliorate the
dreadful povernty-stricken conditions of the Arab peasants. This
friendship toward the Arabs is merely an attempt by Britain to
establish good relations with top nationalist leaders, to corral them
into a pan-Arab federation under the “kindly” protection of Great
Britain and so maintain the vast Arab territories in a state of quiet,
thus removing one serious threat to its continued domination of
Indla and the Far East.

WHOM DO THE JEWISH PEOPLE FIGHT?

That Great Britain is “appeasing” the Arab leaders, even to ig-
noring the storing of arms by the Arabs, all at the expense of the
Jews, is no new policy, as we have mentioned. The Jewish popula-

_tio;;-is: still very bitter over the 1936 events, when the Palestinian

- the Arabs.

.police maintained a very indifferent attitude toward the destruc-

tion of Jewish life and property.

One hopeful aspect in the present situation is that the Jews
have turned their wrath against the British, rather than against
Until now, they pursued the tactic of staking their
cards with the British against the Arabs. The Ziohist movement
throughout the world has always played pressure politics with the
British and United States governments in the mistaken notion that.
they could win diplomatic support for their aims, ag a specially pri-
vileged minority growp. Even today, the major emphasis in the
anti-White Paper campaign is to appeal to the American govern-
ment to intercede with Great Britain on behalf of permitting Jew-
ish immigration into Palestine. '

But the Jews in Palestine proper are having their eyes turned
in a different direction by the sharpness of events and by the di-
rect, brutal way that their desire for self-defense is being exploited
by the British for their own imperialist aims.

Attempts at Arab-Jewish reconciliation are being made. Seci-

entific surveys have been issued to prove that Palestine can ab-
sorb millions of new Jewish inhabitants and that this process would
build up the country to the point where it can become one of the
more advanced small nations of the world.

The defense of Palestine and the fight to permit the refugees
to enter will shift more and more to the actual inhabitants of the

_country who are displaying more and more spirit and more and

more fight toward their real enemies.

The Arab peasants do not have to be weaned away from the
British. They do need to be won away from their narrowly chau-
vinistic leaders who play around with Axis interests one day and
on another day use British imperialism for keeping their poverty-
ridden peasants from turning against their own landlords.

The need for Jewish-Arab unity is so great that the likelihood

is that the masses of Palestine will take matters into their own *

hands. The young Jewish militants of Palestine who will return
from the war will have a clearer conception than before of how to
go about developing their land. They will know how to start mov-
ing together with the Arab people to oust an imperialist ‘oppressor-
that keeps millions of peasants in a state of medieval backward-
ness, that prevents the industrial development of the Middle East;_
and that permits millions of refugees to die like trapped animals
in European barracks while Palestine stands ready to take them in.

v s
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