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WDL and NAACP Blast
Conscription of Workers

NEW YOR-I{. CITY—Sam B. Eubanks,_

chairman of the Free Labor Com-
miittee -of the Workers Defense
League, which the New York Herald
Tribune called the “spearhead". of
the opposition to draft-labor propo-
sals, replied to the ' President's  call
for a national war service ‘act by
firmly reiterating the opposition: of
labor .to. the Austin-Wadsworth bill
and similar national = war service
proposals. : .

Excerpts. from the statement of Mr.
Eubanks, who is executive vice-pres-
ident of ‘the ;Ameyican New.v,papel
Guild, - follow: :

“The President's proposal for a na-
tional service act is a big step on the
road toward a:native American .to-
talitarianism,"
ment forbids ‘involuntary.'servitude.’
But what else can ‘we call the ‘appli-
cation’ of 'legal ‘compulsion :to’ mil-
lions of Americans working for pri-
vate employers, who make privatc
profits out -of this labor?”. - ;

:“The . emphasis ~supplied - by .the
daily newspapers on ‘the President’s

call for -national service" legislation -

betrays the- desires -of selfish- inter-
ests. to. further “exploit  labor -under
the guise of the war-emergency.: It

is ‘certainly- worthy. of note; that na-

tlonal service. -legislation - is . ‘seized
upon as the number one point of 'the
President’s  five-point program. . ‘It
recalls the parallel’ trea.}ment of 4.lw
esident’s. . recommendation. - for. a
wage stah{]lﬁ%
seven-point’ program of ' April, ‘1942,
Wo cannot forget that the wage sta-
billzation point 6f ‘that program as
it.has been’ spplleﬁ particularly to the
sma.ll wage’ earner’ ls ‘the only point.
ever made effective.

“The Prédldent poiiits’ out that this
bill is not: ﬂecpssary_ to win the war.
This is a tremendous under-state-
ment. A compulsory labor act has
no connection with industrial effi-
ciency. Competent engineers, labor
leaders and business managers have
althost unanimously testified that
. such an act would introduce confu-
sién - into “American  industry and
hinder war production. Furthermore,

FDR’s

By. DAVID COOLIDGE

In his message to Congress, de-’

manding the. passp of a. national
service act, - Pred dent Roosevelt
makes the. statement: “Although I
believe that: we and our. Allies: can
win the war without such a measure,
I am certain that nothing less than
total mobilization of all our resources
of manpower and capital will guar-
antee an earlier victory, and reduce
the toll of suffering and sorrow and
blood.” In other words, the act is
not considered a win-the-war meas-
ure but only a means of bringing the
war to an end sconer than.could- be
expected without this act.

Bringing the war to an end with
military victory for the United Na-
tions involves many factors. There
are the political and strategical as-
pects of the war, which are handled
by. Roosevelt!and Churchill. There
are the tactical and technical mili-
tary aspeetg, Whigh. are under. the
care of the general staffs. There js
the question ot financing. the war,
which is under the supervision of the
fiscal and legislative bodies. There
is'the matter of production; which is
in the hands of the government pro-
duction’ boards, the owners -of indus-
try and their hired technical, re-
gsearch and managerial staffs.

i -

The Thirteenth-Amend-

fon ‘act ‘as part of his '

any atiempti to impose a labor draflt
will destroy national.unity and set
off bitter conflicts in every walk of
American life. It will be an exten-
sion of governmental bureaucracy
into vast new sections of our society.

“I most emphatically do not agree

Negro Manpower
Not Utilized

NEW YORK CITY—Opposition to a
national service aet, as suggested by
President:Roosevelt, and as embodied
in' the. present Austin - Wadsworth
bill, -was -voiced January -12- by the
National - Association for the Ad-
vancement of Colored People.

Last April 1, two representatives
of : the 'NAACP, Walter- White and
Charles” H: Houston, testified ' before
a. Senate committee on the Austin-
Wadsworth bill, ‘opposing it on ' the
ground that (a) thousands of Negroes
‘were gtill excluded from employment
on -account of prejudice; (b) other

thousands ‘of Negroes were employed .

below:their skillsy and (¢) the enact-
ment of such a bill -would result in
fréezing - Negro--workers ..in certain
categories’and areas'of the country.

“The situation has not changed
materially between last. April and-to-

' day,” sald Roy. Wilkins, assistant sec-
- r,etgry QI‘ the NAACPI "Negro work-
Ga.,,
area wcle by- passed with few ex-~

va lable ‘in the  Atlanti,

ceptions, and white workers import-
ed when a Bell Aircraft factory was
opened there in 1943, An assembly
plant for. four-engined bombers in
Texas -has refused so far to employ

“Negro skilled workers.

“There. are thousands of examp}es
of Negro skilled workers drawing the
pay of ‘helpers’ as assistants to white
men they have trained in the skill.

“This Association believes that vol-
untary manpower allocation ecannot
be said to be a failure as long as more

.than one-half million Negro workers,

at a conservative estimate, are either
refused jobs or are underemployed.”

lessage fo

The other factor in production is
labor. ‘But labor has no control or
appreciable influence in the determi-
nation of political decisions, strate-
gy, appropriations for the war, re-
search; planning, supervision, organ-
ization or military tactics. All of
these matters are in the hands of the
government and the owners of in-
dustry.

Labor Gives—Capital Takes

Labor's role is to go into  the
plants, mills, mines and on the means
of transport for the purpose of work-
ing under the supervision and direc-
tion of the government and the em-
ployers. It is admitted that labor has
done. this so well and to the extent
that over 60,000 planes.were pro-
duced last year. The steel industry
produced up to capacity. Ships slid
down the ways so fast and in such
quantities that finding names and
sponsors- bécame a problem. Tanks
rolled out in such huge quantities
that ithe -commanders on the fronts
called for a let-up. Ammunition has
been piled high all over the country.
The workers have put hundreds of
millions into war bonds, the Red
Cross - and the USO. Millions of
workers are in the armed forces.

This is: what labor has done. What

. Myers,

‘against labor.

A Case of chlty Am‘hmehc

. In April, 1942 I'resldenl. Roosevelt came oul with his so-called seven-
point stabilization program.. Rememher? The only point actually car-
ried out was the wage. freeze. All points involving a cut in war profits
were either muffed or dropped altoqethgr.

ONE PLUS NOTHING DOES ‘NOT EQUAL SEVEN!

In January, 1944, President Roosevelt ¢omes out with his brand new
stabilization program, involving .five poin,ts this time. The only point
we can really expect to be carried: out—-,mﬁging by what happened once

. befpre—is anti-labor act,i_on. For.:today the: capitalists and their repre-
sentatives are opposing mere obstinajely than ever every effort to cut
their war profits by higher taxes, price ceiih;gs or anything else.

ONE PLUS NOTHING DOESN”I‘ EQUQL FIVE, EITHER.
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with the President that this is the -

democratic way to win the war. Such
a statement .is either cynicism or
demagogy, or both. Borrowing the
tactics of totalitarianism will, on the
contrary, undermine our democracy
and make our government similar to
the ones we are fighting.

“It 'is amazing that this measure is
proposed when steel mills are no
longer required to operate al ca-
pacity, and the. Aluminum Workers'
Union president, Nick Zonarich, has
to plead with the government not to
lay off aluminum workers.

“We are confident that labor, lib-'
eral and church groups will continue
their unalterable opposition to draft-
labor legislation.”

Mr. Eubanks' statement was ap-
proved by the National Administra-
tive Committee of the Workers De-
fense  League.

The Frée Labor Committee of the
Workers Defense League, which Mr.
Eubanks heads, was called <“the
spearhead of organized labor's oppo-
sition” to .the Austin-Wadsworth bill
in ‘an editorial' by the New York
Herald Tribune on July 27, It in-
cludes 'among its members: Sal B.
Hoffman, president of the Upholster-
ers ‘International Unipn; “James 'B.
Carey, secretary of the CIO; James
industrial secretary of the
Federal Coungil of Churches of
Christ; John: Chamberlain, New York
szes book reviewer and director of
Freedom House's Bureau of Labor
Industrial Relations; Victor Reuther,
assistant director of the National War
Policies Division of the United Auto
Workers; Willard S. Townsend, pres-
ident of the United Transport Service
Employees; A. Philip Randolph,
president of the Brotherhood of
Sleeping Car Porters; George Schuy-
ler, associate editor of the Pittsbul;gh
Courier; Broadus Mitchell, research
director of the ILGWU; Louis Hol-
lander, vice-president of the Amal-
gamated Clothing Workers of Amer-
ica; Ed Benedict, secretary-treasurer
of the International Woodworkers of
America.

Congress

have the capitalist owners of indus-
try done? Their most oustanding
feat has been to increase their prof-
its, raise the salaries of their corpo-
ration executives without limit, pay
more dividends than ever before in

history and keep up an insistent de-/

mand for more rigorous control of
labor by the government, for an in-

- erease in working hours, for a re-

duction in wages, and for higher
prices. This has been the chief con-
tribution of the big capitalist own-
ers of industry toward winning the
war or guaranteeing “an earlier vic-
tory” to “reduce the toll of suffering
and sorrow and blood.” !

FDR's Little List

But. Mr. Roosevelt calls for a na-
tional service act aimed solely at and
This is the fact. Let
the labor leaders explain this away
if they can. To be sure, Mr. Roose-
velt has other “demands” in his list
of five: “a realistic tax law which
will¥tax all unreasonable profits,” “a
continuation of the law for the re-
negotiation of war contracts,” “a cost
of food law,” “early re-enactment of
the stabilization statute of October,
1942.” This last is the infamous “an-
ti-inflation” law which was to “sta-
bilize" ‘Weiges, prices and salaries.

Salaries went up, prices continued
to rise and the only thing “stabilized"”
was wages. With the rise in prices,
the real result was to'lower wages.

Roosevelt says that he would not .

recommend a national service law
“unless ‘the other laws were passed
to keep down the cost of living." This
means that the national service law
probably Wwill not be passed, and
Roosevelt must know this. Congress
may pass a law for the more strin-
gent regulation of labor but it will
never pass a law that will be equally
rigorous with their masters, the
capitalist employers and bankers.

. 'The capitalist government of
Franklin D. Roosevelt will not and

(Continued on page 3)
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By SUSAN GREEN

OR DRAFT BILL
IPPLE UNION

There is no doubt at all that the purpose of a national service law, or conscription of labor, pro-
posed by bhe President, is a strike-breaking device.

Only the uninformed can believe that this measure is proposed to solve the manpower questlon.
has turned into the beginning of an unemploy-

The sumple facl* is that the “manpower srtuahon

According to the "'United

is a big slice—$60,791,760.

laborers and a sweeper.

the things GM turns out.

the big boy.

shot's time.

Nine Men Named ‘Wilson’--

knows—the General Motors Corporation made net profits
in 1943 of $364,312,000, after payment of taxes and de-
ductmg all allowances. Yes, sir—free, clear and wrapped up
in tissue puper—-—$364 312,000.

" The share of the du Pont family alone in this war melon

C. E. Wilson, president of GM, comes in for a cut of
$502,605. That breaks down to an hourly ‘wage’’ of $213.
The UAW-C10: discovered that GM employs eight other
men’ named Wilson, namely, a heat treat operator, a press
operator, a shear ‘helper, a foundry worker, three unskilled

It can easily, be seen that these Wilsons are representa-
tive workers absolutely indispensable to the production of

But the wages of these other Wilsons who are not the
president of the company range from 87 cents to $1.07 an
hour. Get c microscope to see that as against the $213
“hourly rate’”’ of ‘Wilson, the big shot. _

Even if you add up the houtly rates of all the eight little
Wilsons, it comes only to $8.07 ‘an hour for eight men—still
hardly visible as ugumst that $213 an hour taken by Wilson,

For each one of the little Wilsons to earn $213, he has
_to. put.in around-two_hundred hours—-—-or, roughly speaking,
five forty-hour weeks, as against just ONE HOUR of the big

. This is how the wealth produced by Iubor |s distributed
~under the system of '"free enterprise.”

Automobile Worker''—and it

[ 0%

Food Stamps No Substitute
For Jobs and Good Wages

By NANCY NATHAN

Everybody remembers the food
stamp plan of depressin «days. The
families of the unemployed and on
relief think of food stamps with a
bitter taste in their mouths.

There were many protests against
this humiliation of the poor on two
scores. The stamp plan branded them
publicly, in every store they went,
with the stamp of poverty. The
stamp plan did not allow the poor
to buy what they . wanted and need-
ed, but compelled them to buy what
they could get for:the stamps.

Very few indeed of thie recipients
of food stamps under that first plan
considered: it a substitute for jobs
and decent pay or for cash relief.

This old and unwelcome acquaint-
ance has again bobbed up. Last July
a bill was introduced in the Senate
for a food stamp plan for low income
families.| On January 6, 1944, the War
Food Administration came out with
an endorsement of such .legislation.
So Congress- will be considering the
matter at this session.

The basic reason for the new food
stamp plan is the same as the basic
reason for the one that came in with
the depression —namely, there are
millions of people who are mot get-
ting enough to eat. In the interest of
what is known as “public health”
something had. to be done about it
then—and something has to be done
about it now.

It is'a sad commentary on the cap-

“italist system that millions of people

are insufficiently fed, not only in

depression years but also in boom

Milk and Honey—For Whom?
Nobody can deny that the United

.. States is today in the biggest war

boom period in all its history. In
fact, the capitalist press — without
blinking an eyelash—assures us that
the working people are getting rich
out of the war, not the capitalists.

And yet, in the midst of this flow
of milk and honey, the War Food
Administration estimates that 18,-
000,000 American people cannot af-
ford a minimum stand diet. That:
would be about fourteen per cent
of the population. Other estimates
run as high as twenty per cent of the
population in the class of underfed
——or 26,000,000 people.

The WFA further states that for a
family. of four to. be able to- buy the

food required for .a minimum diet
for health, it would have to spend
around $12 a week. While the war
is making a crop of war-profiteering
billionaires, wages are mnot high
enough lo allow the whole working
people a food budgel of only $12 a
week for four.

If the food stamp plan was a pain
in the neck during the depression,
when there was no shortage of food
and the object was rather to get rid
of surpluses, imagine what a pain in
the neck it woluld be now.

When many 'people cannot get
many foods because of shortages,
black market cornering and high
prices, what do you suppose will be
left for the housewife who comes
with the badge of poverty, offering
food stamps?

Another Angle

The bill for food stamps introduced
in the Senalé and endorsed by the
WFA also opposes price subsidies.
Now we can see another angle—in
fact, the real motive behind the new
food stamp plan.

The big business food monopolists
have been fighting price subsidies.
They don't want to be “stabilized,”
even if they are paid plenty by gov-
ernment subsidies to do so. They
want to be able to raise prices with--
out any restrictions—all the war traf-
fie will bear.

Ah, but how about the low income
groups who will starve if prices go
up further? Oh, them? Well, let's
give them a few stamps and siuff up
their complaining mouths.

Neither food subsidies nor food
stamps nor both will solve the food
problem embracing the igsues of
shortages, black markets and mount-
ing prices. The big business monop-
olists must be stopped from mulcting
the food industry upon which de-
pends the very life of the whole peo-
ple. And nobody will do this except
the pcople themselves through com-
mitltees of organized labor, of hotise-
wives and of working farmers.

Furthermore, there is no substi-
tute for steady jobs and ever higher
wages. The siruggle for uninterrupt-
ed employment and adequate pay for
all to provide a really civilizéd life,
is the fundamental thing. Lel the
capitalists .and their supporters who
obstruct this aim of the working
people, have a try at food stamps.

ment situation.

Steel workers are being laid off because of cut-backs in’lwar
“orders. The same is true of aluminum workers and many others.
As R. J. Thomas, president of the United Automobile Workers,

stated:

sage to Congress.

A further fact that makes it quite clear that labor conscrip-

‘Scrap the Union’.
Is GM Reply to
UAW Demands

By MIKE WYLIE

The General Motors Corporation,
colossus of American auto and war
production, has revealed its master
plan to smash the United Auto
Workers Union. :

Appearing before a Detroit panel
of the War Labor Board, especially
set up by the national WLB to hear
the dispute between GM and the
UAW regarding the union's proposal
to abrogate the Little Steel formula
and set up a post-war securily fund,
Harry B. Coen presented the follow-
ing counter-pmposals for the corpo-
ration:

Destroy the shop steward system
in all GM plants.

Abolish seniority as the basis for
promotions and transfers.

Reintroduce piecework and the
speed-up through an “incentive pay”
plan,

On the first point, the company
wants the present contract changed
to make it mandatory for the indi-
vidual worker
plaint with his foreman before cer-
tification of grievance and before he
can call on his steward or commit-
teeman for help. Walter P. Reuther,
UAW vice-president and union rep-
resentative at the hearings, charged
that the compulsory provision de-
manded by the corporation would
“eliminate collective bargaining at
the lowest level in the bargaining
procedure.”

GM Seeks to Break Union

As spokesman for the auto indus-.

try and corporate wealtly in general,

the General Motors Corporation pro-

posal constitutes a threat to the ba-
(Continued on page 2)

" BOR ACTION goes to press,- is’that

to discuss his com- .

“Gfeat numbers of our war workers are being Icid off.
Others are denied full-time employment.” i,

With this development in unemployment, there are no’ two
ways about the meaning of the proposed conscription of labor: IT
IS AN ATTEMPT TO TAKE AWAY FROM LABOR ITS BASIC i
RIGHT TO STRIKE. And the President said as much in his’ mes- ik

1_1‘

tion is not prompled by a manpower : j
shortage is lhe fact that. thousands AT
upon thousands of ' capable and A
skilled Negro workers are keptl oul e
of jobs for which they are suited.” -
"It may, ‘therefore, be confusing:to
some workerss why there should -be
opposition in Congress to the- P1e51-
dent's proposal lo conscript labor-as
an anti-strike measure. Qpposition
in Congress is pretty strong. The
latest news from Washington, as LiA-

the House Military Affairs Commit-
tee voled to “postpone mdeﬁnltely
further consideration of such legasfa—
tion" as recommended by the Pri si
dent.
In the Halls of Congress .. :

Does ‘this-perchance inidicatle a pra- -
labor attitude in the halls of Con-
gress? Banish the thought.. What the
anti-labor contingent in Congress As
looKing for is,to ‘put more teeth into::
the Smith-Connally bilk: Mr, Smith-~' :
one of the authors of that boss law |
aimed at the very heart.of labor, gnd . . i,
that specimen of. capitalist poll.t;r:jz}p‘nm,-f 2l
known as a Southérn Democrat—-has gz i &t
already proposed a brand new .bill ;...
that “would outlaw strikes -for. the. .. ..
duration through the application: of g
sanctions.”

In a word, while the President, in
his usual suave way, seeks to take
away from the working class the
right to sirike in a round-about fash-
ion, his opponents in Congress want
no monkey-shines, bul a direot, defi-
nite and unmistakable anti-strike law -
with sharper teeth than the Smith-
Connally law has,

THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN
THE PRESIDENT AND HIS CON-
GRESSIONAL OPPOSITION IS
ONE OF METHOD—AND: NOT ONE
OF PURPOSE

An Attack on Unionism

Naturally every atiempt to take
away from labor its strike weapon - -
is also an attack on unionism itself.
Very bluntly this angle is covered:
by Phelps Adams, reporting in.the .
New York Sun on the pew Smith
bill. Mr. Adams stated: “The effect
of the legislation would be to.wipe
an offending union out of existence
for the duralion of the war.," .
~ No less than that—*“to wipe an of-
fending union out of existence”! At
least thai's stated so every worker
can understand its ‘meaning.

But how about President Roose-
velt’'s way? Is his way less -anti-
union?. Let us see what Presidents
Green and Murray of ‘the AFL and
CIO have to say about that?

These misguided labor leaders. w!m
have_been so busy around Washing-
ton pointed out that the Senate -com-
mitlee considering the Austin-Wads-
worth national service bill—which is

(Continued on page %)
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tention among the conienders!

world power politics.

Pravda ‘Peace’ Story Stalin Maneuéé?

Amid all the fuss and fume that has developed around the "Pravda 3
scandal,” one thing stands out crystal clear. .

Stalin is again giving warning that he will brook no interferenee :
from anyone in the settlement of eastern European affairs—the a«i‘falr !
now before the house being the boundaries of Poland.

Stalin sounded the same hands-off signal when Pravda recently
.came out with a blast against his devoted friend, Wendell wmme. who :
scemed to be foo worried about Polish affairs,

Now Stalin wanis to make assurance doubly sure that there will be
no British-American-Polish-Russian conferences over the Polish ques-
tion, as desired by the Polish government in exile. :

What is more lo the point, then, than fo let out a rumor that the
British are negotiating for a separate peace—io thmw a bnne of ‘con-

This soft of “diplomacy,” however,. is so ruthless that it cries out
loud and everybody sees the game. (%,

What is so tantalizing about such peace rumors, from the bolnt_éf
view of the working people, is that peace is whal they desire more ar-
dently than anything else. But to the rulers, “peace” is today some-
thing to be manipulated am:! bent to the uses of imperialist aims ‘and
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j |-*NEws 'AND VIEWS FROM THE LABOR FRONT

How Will

By GERTRUDE SHAW

Among the. demands that the
United Steel Workers of ~America,
€IO, are making upon the steel bar-
ons with whom they are now nego-
tiating for a new contract, is one for
an annual minimum guaranteed
wage. The idea is thal for every
week during the life of the new
contract each employee should ‘get
a minimum weekly wage, regardless
of whether he is working that week
or whether he has been laid off.
For instance, if a steel worker's
straight tipe rate is $1.00 an hour,
$40 for a forty-hour week, or annual
wage of $2.080 for fifty-two weeks,
the company would pay this annual
& wage to .the worker whether he is
-a,clually employed twenty, forly or
fifty-two weeks in the year.
The aim of this demand obviously
is that the wages of the workers
Bl “‘shouild “not be cut by part or full
; tirne layoffs, which never were and
: ¢innot be the faull of the workers.
B A very urgent demand it is—since
~human life goes on and must have
A its needs salisfied whether the capi-
B {alisis keep their planis going at 100
U - 'per cent of capacity, at fifty per cenf
“or not-at all. i
‘Philip Murray, president of both
the CIO and the USW, stated: “This
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United States or any other country
“that a labor organization has under-
taken o seek the establishment of
an annual minimum ,!:,Udldrl'teed wage
through co]]ecilve bargaining.”

The demand is not confined to the
155,000 ~ steel -workers of the USW,
which says it intends to ask the War
Labor - “Board to order a eclause in
the new steel contract in case the
‘steel corporations rvefuse it. The
whole CIO is also behind it, not only
as an economic” demand, but also as
‘a pohtlcal issue.

President Murray has referred to
the_ annual minimum guaranteed
wage as the “major issue for the 1944
‘elections,” and the CIO Political Ac-
tion Committee will try “to enlist all
possible support” for this demand.

A Share in Accumulated Profits

An annual minimum guaranteed
wage would, without a doubt, Keep
the wolf of hunger away from the
worker's dooer when unemplo}*ment
begins to stalk the land. In efiect,
the CIO is asking that the workers
share to some extent in the $-12IM}0-
000,000 post-war reserves of big busi-
" ness, -in_the $19, 000 ,000,000 undistnh-
uted proﬂta arcumu!atcd since 1939,
in tlie billions of tax refunds the
- government will make to the indus-
trial overlords, And rightly so! An
“annual minimum guaranteed wage
would mean that the capitalists
‘'would have to disgorge a little of
‘fheir war profits so that workers
‘need not sell apples on sireet cor-
ners. \

Will the Capilalists Be Willing?

Will the steel barons be willing to
pay their workers wages for peribds
when they are not working? Will

; other industrialists do ‘this? Will
they sit down with labor leaders and
through the ‘medium of collective

Negroes Want
Jobs - - - Not
Perfect Justice’

. The railroads continue to pursue
. their policy of discriminating against
Negroes. They are aided and abetted
in this policy by the railway unions.
Sixtéén roads were ordered by the
Fair Employment Practices Commit-
tee to discontinue this practice “and
'to expand their employment of Ne-
‘groes. The roads as much as told

. the FEPC to go to hell.

ihvestigate tHe situation, Roosevelt
‘said that “obviously in such a com-
‘plicated structure ‘as the iransporta-
tion industry we cannot immediately
attain perfect justice in terms of equal
‘employment qpportunities for all the

people.” This is néthing more than
‘eyewash and nonsense. No one is
agking for “perfect justice” No

‘worker, not even the white worker,
can get “perfect justice” under capi-
talism. Even the stupidest white
railroad workers know this now af-
ter what happened to their wage de-
mands. _

Négroes are not asking for perfect
justice, They only ask that'they have
such justice as the white workers
have. They want to come up to the
level of the white workers. A Ne-
‘gro railroad worker wants to be a
fireman if he is competent. A Ne-
‘gro_fireman wanits to be promoted
from fireman to engineer. Why
shouldn't a Negro train porter be
made a brakeman. Many ' porters, in
the South especially, do all the work
of a brakeman in a(_lditio_n to. their
own duties. Why . shouldn’t Negro

' waiteers in dining cars be made
stewards?

That is what Negroes are demand-
ing, That is-what the railroad com-
panies and the railroad unions are
opposing. All this bunkum from the
Whlte House about “perfect Justice
has no meaning except to say to Ne-
groes: “Be patient, and perhaps in
the. sweet bye-and-bye you, may. get
one Negro fireman to represent your
race on the railroads.”

is the first {ime in the history of the -

After appointing a commitiee to .

Labor

' barg’amrng slice off a bit of their war

proﬁls in the interest of preventing
prlvatlon among thel,r workers?

_ The idéa of a Inll time w’ﬁge
hlis ‘at’ the very i'ounda.tinn of the
wige s?{stem——accordmg to which
‘the Workeérs are givén a wage at the
end of a work period for creatmg
wealth far greater than the wage
‘they fecéive. Ra.t‘her ‘then allow
théir “basi

ic proﬁt éﬁruchﬁre to be

* wehkened, 'the capltéhsts ‘will shirk

the’ responsiblmy of ‘ufiemployment
aﬁd ‘salve 'théir conscienoes by hav-
5 the go\‘ei‘nment hand out some
' W‘l;*A jobs and the dry bone of re-
lief payments.

It will, therefore, be necessary for
labor to be ready for an all-out fight.

It will take much more than col-
‘lective bargaining to get that annual
minimum guaranteed wage!

Will the_War Labor Board accede
to the demand of the USW when the
steel corporations refuse it— which
they almost certainly will. The pub-
lic members on the WLB are entirely
with the capitalist members in pro-
tecting every hair of the profit sys-

Plcin to Combait
Sperry Layoffs
By ROCCO

For their hard, untiring efforts,
long hours and short pay, Sperry
employees are being rewarded with
layoffs. Always in the {forefront,
Sperty is now up ahead with the best
of the big war plants. Twenty per
cent of the present working force

face permanent Ia’yoﬂ‘s. One out of
every five!

The bosses are openly taking the
_blame. Inefficient and high-priced
management has created high costs
and poor production. Rumor has il
_that Sperry produces a great amount
of sctrap. Since the government is
“now cutfiig production in many in-
dugstries, Sperry is one of the first to
lose contracts and is having difficully
securing new’ ohes.

A Weapon Against the Union

Regardless of the causes, there are
indieatibnis that the laybffs‘are being
deliberately used against the union.
With thousands fired, reclassifications
held up as a consequence, buildings
shut down, ‘transfers and termina-
tions, the new draft’ repiacement
schedule, the company hopes to im-
peril the development of the union.

Time studies and efficiency experts
show preparations for new contracts
and speed-ups. When ready, the
company may well hire a new labor
force, ‘but non-union. A Sperry rep-
resentative has been interviewing

-job seekers at the officés of the
United States Employment Service
for some time.

The union must protect itself and
its members against this company
conspiracy. Only one avenue of de-
fense is open in this situation. The
union can- prevent the dispersal of its
members into the swollen New York
labor market by raising the simplest

slogan of the labor

“Spread the Work.” .
Shorter Hours—Same Pay

movement:

This means, no overtitme until pro-
duction; picks up. It means to cut the
work week to the contract dgreement
of forty hours—less hours if the sit-
uation requires it. This is the only
way to prevent seniority rulés from
working a tremendous hardship on
those schedyled to be fired.

Of cotirse, the company will point

out that this meéans smaller pay
checks. This, too, the union CAN an-
swer: the union must point out that
its members do not have post-war
reServes as the company has; its
members do not ha‘(e their profits
guarantéed and their expenses taken
care of. Théy fade, on the contrary,
high living costs, higher taxes, great
expenses over Sperry transfers. A
pay cut now for ahy reason is un-
thinkable and unwarranted. Sperry
‘can weéll afford to 'continue to pay,
out of its war profits, the same week-
1y wages even for shorter hours. The
union should call for:

Shorter hours with no cut in pay!

| This is the way out for Local 450
and its membetship.

NOTE TO G. C.,

'BERKELEY, CALIF.

Thank you for your note and
poem, which latter We are not, how-
ever, printiig for tWo reasons. First,
as you ddubtless notice from reading
LABOR ACTION, we do not go in
for poetry, not having the Space in

""" Second, we so-
cralists hdve a much more hopeful
outlook upon ‘hiiman history 'than
your parable ‘Porttays. So We could
print it only with a long “We beg
16 differ” —and the "Whole point
wduld be lost, ]

tem. T'his__pro-c'apitalist body is not
likely to start anything along the

¢ lines of an all-time wage for workers.

Is it hkely 1hat the CIO Political
Act:on Commlttee—followmg its be-
whlskerod and false political policy
of rewarding the Deémocratic or Re-
publican so-called “friends of labor”
—will get capitalist politicians to pass
a law for a guararteed wage?

Of course, candidates may promise
—before the elections—to sponsor
such a law in Congress. To get the
votes of labor, politicians will sup-
port .anything by word of mouth—
before election. However, to suppose
that capifalist politicians will pass a
law that really would change the
basic concepts of the profit system is
to be more childish than any grown-
ups have a right to be.

010 Has Somethmg—But S

In a word, the CIO has definitely
got something in its demand for an
annual minimum guaranteed wage—
but it will be necessary to use la-
bor's full economic and political
might 1o gel ‘it. The idea is reason-

.

able eénough that the industries that
workers built and where they create
the c;tupendous wea]th appropnated
by the mdustrml masters, should pay
an all-time wage so that workers’
won't starve durmg periods of unem-
ployment,

Such a demanc] however cannot
be carried through in,the ordinary
channels of collective bargaining and
the WLB—nor through the politics-
as-usual of the Hillman committee,

An annual minimum guaranteed
wage is indeed a major issue for the
1944 elections, as Murray says. But
it can be a realistic issue only on the
platform of an independent Labor
Party—acting not with the capitalist
parties and capitalist interests, but
against them. This point cannot be
emphasized too much.

Similarly the whole problem of un-
employment is a burning issue for
the coming election, and there are
practical measures directly applica-
ble to the solution of the unemploy-
ment evil. One is a thirty-hour work
week to spread the available jobs,
with pay commensurate with the

et An Annual Minimum Wage?

productive capacity of the most ad-
vanced country on earth

Another is the openmg up of idle
plants and’ factories under t'he ‘ton-
trol of the workers themselves for
the product;on of things for con-
sumer 1use, regardIeSS of c-ipltahst.
profifs. The ultimate goal, of course,
is to turn all production away from
the profit motive to supplying human
needs as the only permanent solution
for unemployment

These are all issues that only an
independént Labor Party can hon-
estly and earnestly work for-—-be-
cause the capltahst parties and capi-
talist inferests will not really sup-
port any measures that put human
welfare above profit-making.

Yes, the CIO has a good idea in its
demand for an annual minimi
guaranteed wage. It is inﬁeed s’ome-
thing new—and necessary. To fight
for it and for similar working class
aims requires not only m1htm1t in-
dustrial action b_v th,e workers, but.
also class - conscious pnhtica] aotion
through an Independent Labor Partly
free from all capitalist politics.

“Scrap the Union”’ Says GM

(Continued from page 1)

sic strueture of unionism as it exists
in this country. It aims to nullify the
bargaining power of the union by de-
stroying the function of its repre-
sentatives in the shop—the shop
stewards —almost all of whom are
democratically elected by the work-
ers themselves. It seeks to revive the
arbitrary powers of foremen and su-
pervisors and bring back the reign
of open-shop oppression and tyranny.

In the dispute over seniority, the
corporation wants the contract to
read: “ability, merit, capacity on the

fund equal to the amount set asu:le
by the corporation for post -war “con-
tingencies.” The proposed security
fund would be administered jointly
by the union and GM for the benefit
of unemployed GM workers and for-
mer GM workers returning from the
armed forces. (GM's post-war rehab-

ilitation fund as of September, 1943,

totalled over sixty-five million dol-
lars.)

In siipport of this demand, Reuther
introduced testimony on GM profits
and salaries to prove the corpora-
tion's capacity to fulfill easily the

division of the UAW,

tiations!

Addes and Frankensteen Knife
General Motors’ Workers

Whlle WLB hearings bctween ulo General Motors Corporaticm and
the umon were STILL IN PROGRESS George F. Addes and Richard

T. Frankensteen, international secretary treasurer and wce-presndent
respectively, of the UAW moved I.o the rompany side of the fence!

At an Internahonal Executive Buard meel.lng held I.hree weeks ago
in Chucago, {he two notorious fellow-travelers of the Communist Party
policy of sell-out and betrayal of the workers to the bosses, announced
the opposition to the “unreasonable and fantastic demands” of the GM

This can only be interpreted as a stab in the back to the 350,000 GM
workers who are demanding establishment of a post-war security fund.

To get a j’éw cracks at Walter P. Reuther, with whom they have
been feuding, Addes and Fra_.nkensteen will sttip_ at nothirig—even to
stabbing the GM workers in their backs in the midst of contract nego-

.i.

-

iob and potential for further ad-
vancement shall be the determining
factors.” In other language,- this
means preference to stool-pigeons,
career boys and relatives of super-
vision. The gains won through years
of militant struggle would be wiped
out if the corporation succeeds in
obtaining a wvictory on this particu-
lar point, as well as the others.

Countering the union demand for
pay increases to meet the tremen-
dous rise in the cost of living, the
corporation offered the infamous “in
centive pay” scheme which was con-
demned and re;ected at the October
lconvention 6f the international un-
10mn. . z

Company Profits Soar

One of the hotlest debates at the
hearings was touched off by the un-
ion’s demand for a post-war security

CIO-AFL Assail La

(Coniinued from page 1)
along the lines of the President’s pro-
posal—has written into the bill an
anti-closed shop provision. This com-
mittee also propeses what is called
by labor a “Pegler” amendment giv-
ing any worker conscripted by the
government for a certain job, the
right to refuse to join a union.

The Austin - Wadsworth bill is a
little more involved and veiled than
the proposed new Smith bill. But
the big stick with which to hit labor’s
organizations is stamped all over it.
Heads or Tails

For the workers, the Roosevelt way

justified desires of GM workers for
post-war secuirty. .

For Post-War Secnrity

In the light of these fidcts, the un-
ion's request for the establishment of
a post-war security fund is justified
to the hilt. The enormous profit of
the corporation is the fruit of the la-
bor of over 350,000 GM workers who
are as grossly underpaid for their
“services and know-how” as the para-
site coupon-clippers are overpaid for
theirs. Substantial increases in pay
for GM workers have been on the
order of the day ever since and be-
fore the  Little Steel freeze went into
eflect.

~ To obtain their demands, the mem-
bers of the GM locals of the UAW
must exert the ﬁrmest pressure on
bolh the WLB and the international
leadership. The GM bosses should

and the Smith way add up to a case
of “Heads you wm——la:]s I lose!”
Victory for either the national ser-
vice bill or for direct antr-stnke leg-
islation means defeat for the work-
ers—and a loss of ground for the
worker-soldiers who will be well off
when the} get back home only if la-
bor defends and _enlarges the rights
of labor, And the anger agamst the
Roosevelt proposal from all labor—
except the disloyal Stalinist-control-
led unions — indicates that labor
knows what this is all about. |
“Labor,” official weekly of fifteen
railroad brotherhoods, has gone fto

cra!,ic" countrles

Who Helped Hitler Rearm?
Many people have asked how it was possible for Hltler to rearm
Germany, which was in a state of economie crisis and a poor oountry
The answer was supplmd by Lord Vansittart, a member of the phurcll—
ill government. Vanslﬂart stated that Hltler rea.rmed throngh foans
amonntmg to' seven bllllOl‘l dollsrs granted hlm by Brjtlsh Amerlcan,
French and other blg business groups in tllese and all other “6 mo-
German securities were sold on the magket to m-
vestors in all these countries. This is the way thé eapital
world kept Mussohm in power when the ltajian woﬁ:ers iﬁrealened fo
throw him out. That is the way Hitler was kept in power.

sis of, the

edsts S Lok N R

or fa

not be permitted to cloak their attack
on the hard-won living standards of
the auto -workers by hiding behind
the authority of their stooge agencies
in the government.

The GM workers would do well to
ponder the testimony offered by
other locals in the international
which came to the national conven-
tion in Buffalo last October with the
complaint that the “bosses sat back
and laughed at us and said: ‘What
are you going to do .about it?’” Now
Reuther himself.is in this position
and his opposition to the efforts of
the UAW militants to rescind the no-
strike pledge is proving a boomerang.

Only the spectacle of a shackled
labor movement could inspire the
GM bosses and their Wall Street mas-
ters to counter the union demands
with such bold union-busting pro-
posals of. their own. The fight for
pay increases and maintenance ‘and
extension of union security is dan-
gerously weakened by the absence of
proper weapons for the struggle.

The General Motors Corporation is
lalflghmg fit to bust at the ‘démands
of the unmn—and the WLB will add
to this gayety by amrmmg the reac-
tionary “hold the line” order of the
President and his advisers.

The miners’ strikes and the recent
actions of the railway and sleel
workers brought,the bosses and the
government to a partial refurn to
their senses. The auto workers must
learn these lessons quickly.

Réseind the no-strike pledge! Labor
néver did and never will get any-
thing by ]ymg down.

French ?F'&th"ii‘ihﬁé
And Democracy

Rene Massigli, Commissioner ‘of
Foreign Affairs on the self- appomted
French provisional Eovernmerit meét-
ing in Algiers, strongl:.r objected to
purging the dlplomatlc corps of all
who had servéd under Vichy. He ex-
plained that he “Had sent a circular
letter to_all members of the diplo-
miatic t_',orps saying thsit Frarnite Was
dgain fo becotie a emocracy, and
if they disapproved, that might re-
sign »

It seems that M. Massigli won the
argument.

Once Stalin considered fascism a
matter of taste. And now the “great
_'demot:rats“ dround ‘de Gaulle consid-
er ‘democracy a matter of French
fashions.

town in denunclahon of the Pres:-
dént’s labor conschptlon plan But
still it cannot get over the deep hurt
it feels that Roosevelt has gone back
on the workets. It makes the p01nt
“It was moomﬁreﬁensibie to them
thdt the fhan who, since he was first
elected Governor of N‘ew York in
1928, his beén the recipient of the
suﬁport and “devotion ‘of American
workers. could, in all serio"u:mr‘essr
urge that these wolkers be subjected
to involuniary servitiide.”

What is really mcomprehens1b]e is
that American labor should still be
messing around in capitalist _politics,
becoming “devoted” now to I.hls cap-
italist polltlclan and now to another
who beats his chest and calls himself

a “friend of labor.”

The lesson to be drawn froin this
vile attack on the labér mmovément
from all suies—from the side of its
self—proclalmed “friends” ‘and from
the side of ifs outspoken ‘enemies—
is that Iabor iust move forward ‘po-
litically. Its' xiolltical Sti‘én‘gth tah ‘be
realiZzed only throtigh the medilim of
a dationdl independeht Labor ‘Party
—protecting  the 'clags interests and
projecting the class demands of the
workers,

‘Russian Imperialism to Swallow Poland

The o’ﬁ"ima} pretext for the 'start of

_the Second World War was. that the
“integrity of -Poland had to be safe-

guarded. :
This ‘war has not yet come to a

_c]oso and already one of the part-

ners in this crusade for liberty, free-

dom, self - determination and what-
hot, has announced its determmahon ;

to annéx a great part of what is offi-
cially de51gnated as Poland.

Those delleate souls on the liberal
Ieft who grew mdlgnant in the days
of Mumch because French pacifists
had asked; “Why die for Danzing?”
now proclaim quite openly: “Why
raise much fuss about Poland?' It's
a distant country anyway, and then,
after all, Stalin must be appeased.

Those who fought vehemently
against the appeasement of Munich
now just as vehemently support the
appeasement of Stalin.

Stalin annexes parts of Poland,
and doesn’t he have nice arguments

to cover up this rape: Most of the -

population of Eastern Poland is not

" Polish but Ukrainian and White Rus-

sian. Poland has been a “people's
prison,” a reactionary, oppressive
‘'state, where big landlords and a

parasitic military class oppressed
workers and peasanis and where
those of them who were not of Pol-
ish stock were oppressed even hard-
er. Quite true, Mr. Stalin, quite true.
But what does this prove as to their
willingness to join your empire?

Russia loday happens to be not
less of a “people’s prison.” Our lib-
erals may have forgotten that Sta-
linist Russia uprooted millions and
millions of Ukrainians and White
Russians from their home country
and transported them to Siberia in
cattleswagons. We did not forget.

Stalinists claim that after the first
annexation of Poland—this time in
conjunction with Hitler Germany,
not yet with the United Nations—
Stalin organized a plebiscite and
ninety-nine per cent of the popula-
tion voted for joining the empire of
Marshal Stalin.

What a mockery! These plebiscites
were as faked as Hitleris: they were
conducted under the threat of the
GPU guns and the concentration
camp. In no way did they allow the
people of these territories*to express
their free opinion.

Polish Underground and Socialism

As to the Polish underground it
is dominated by socialists of the

Polish Sacialist Party and of the.

Jewish Bund. The Polish under-
glound today is certamly the most
to the left of all European Under-
ground movemérnts. It is permeated
with a socialist ideclogy. The social-
ist workers of Warsaw deiended the
city when the Nazi armieés had al-
ready swept over nearly all of Po-
land, and the army of the reaction-
ar;es had been swept away. It was
again socialists of the Jewish Bund
who reoently fought the heroic bat-
tle of the Warsaw ghetto

Right after the Nazi invasion in
November, 1939 the Polish' soolahst
underground adopted a manifesto
which up to this day has been the
guiding line of thought of the social-

‘Nazi Papér Adniifs Workeérs Oppose Labsr Froht

The German Deulsche Allgemeine
Zeitung of September 13, 1943, print-
ed a long article on the spirit among
factory workers whlch is of the ut-
most importance. This article con-
firms what we have stressed all the
time: many workers have never been
won over by the fake Nazi Labor
Front,

In the factories there exists an un-
official, unappointed system of work-
ers’ representatives who are spokes-
men of the workers. It consists of
workers in whom their fellows have
confidence and who represent them
wherever pogsrb]e against the offi-
cial Nazi bureaucracy. This article
proves that the Nazis have never
been able to fully work their way
into the factories, that solidarity of
the workers in the factories has been
stronger than many believed.

While political econsciousness is
natutally retarded under 3 regime of
terror lasting for a great number of
years, it has beén proved by the re-
cent Italian evenls, as by the facts
revealed in this artlcle that solidar-
ity 'génerated by common work and
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_docile Poland. If you hand me this

Jare the unappomted spiritual lead-

Introductory -Offer
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By Europacus_._

But Stalin uncovers hlS own Vir-
tuous phrases about, self detel*mma-
tlon and natlonal mtegrlty in. the
same, breath: if the Poles are. goocl
boys, if they accept Uncle Joes Gau-
leiters, then they will get a nice, big
reward: they will have the whole of
Eastern Prussia and a free access to
the Baltic Sea.

Easfern Pru‘ssta" Is this provmce
mhablted by Poles? Not_at all.,The
onlz,lr Poles who have lived in¢ this
purely German province for the last
‘couple of centulles have been. the
migrant Polish workers who crossed
the frontier during the summer sea-
son to help with the harvest. Eastern
Prussia is inhabited by Germans. But
Stalin, unmindful of the nice decla-
rations on self-determination of the
Ukrainians, offers East Prussia to a

territory I'll hand you some other
terrltory—whlch does not belong to
‘me either. This is in the good old
imperialist tradition.

Stalinists and fellow t{ravelers try
to cover up the rape of Poland by
proclaiming that the Polish govern-
ment is dominated by a reactionary
clique. Even if this were a hundred
per cent true, and we have no doubt
it is, since when does the fact that
a government of a country is reac-
tionary justify its annexation by an-
other country?

Furthermore—and we say this in
spite of the fdct that we have often
enough criticized the Polish govern-
ment  in exile—this Polish govern-
ment is much less reactionary than
all its predecessors since Pilsudski:
It includes many social - democrats
and peasant leaders who were in
prison during the Pilsudski dictator-
ship. True, reactionary army officers
still play a predominant role, since
the Polish army of the Middle East
is about the only real force this gov-
ernment can dispose of. But the Pol-
ish government in exile is not a bit
more reactionary than, for example,
the French Committee of National
Libetration, with which the Stalinists
have until very recently been on the
very best of terms.

Like the case of Finland in'71939, it
is precisely the imperialist’ aggies-
sion of Russia which will stréngthen
the reactionary militarists ‘as agamst
the progressive elementq

ist underglound in Poland.

Are these reaclionaries? Are these
the people who must be taught the
principles of democracy by Stalin’s
gang?

The Pohsh annexation is a test case,
Much more is to come. Attltudes to-
ward Poland today are indicative of
attitudes toward Europe tomorrow.
Poland’s freedom and mdependence
can only be fully guaranteed in a
federation of socialist nations of Eu-
rope and against all 1mpermhsms
the Russian as.well as the Western.

When the Czar, at the beginning
of the century, visited Par;s. he was
welcomed by the French wor kers
with the defiant cry; “Long Live Po-
land.” Again today against the new :
Russian oppressor our ery should be:
“Long Live a Free Socialist Poland.”

common oppression cannot be rooted
out. (The article in question was
first reprinted by The Call.)

“In the hierarchy of the {factory,
there are many leaders, from the fac-
tory straw boss down to the master
workman and the foreman. All thése
leaders and sub-leaders are superrors
and delegates of the factory leader.

. This is interpreted by the Wwoirk-
ers—-especxally as far as they still be-
lieve in old trends of 1hought—as a
representation which is one - sided
only.

“If one tries to look into the true
mood of the factorles without preju-
dice, then even today one will find a
certain antagomsm of interests be-
tween the leadership of the whole
factory and their ‘followers, .In
the fal:toly there: are always ]ust a
few in the shops and departments
who set the style and whose opihion
is ‘the opinion of everyhody. They

ers and spokesmen of the factory ¥

The class struggle is not dead in
Germany
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Herlands Reports On Anti-Semitism in New York City

By JESSE KAAREN

Commissioner of Accounts William
B. Herlands and his large staff of
experts, statisticians, accountants,
lawyers and social service workers
spént a year investigating anti-Semi-
fie attacks in New York City. The
commissioner then handed his report
to Mayor LaGuardia, took newspa-

_'pér photographs showing a broad

smile and leaned back in his easy
chalr

The - report reveals' nothing new

.dnd its recommendations are abso-

lutely senseless. But it does throw
the spotlight on some pretty degrad-
ing conditions. It states that police
indifference and the ‘%anti- Semitic
ééfripélgns of the Christian Front and
the Christian Mobilizers are only
secondary causes for anti - Semitic
attacks.

Primarily, the street attacks, the
desecration of synagogues and Jew-
ish cemeteries are carried out by
juvenile delingquests whose behavior
is conditioned by the poverty that
their families suffer from.

The mountain labored and brought
forth a mopuse. To anyone with. eyes
to see, it has always been apparent
that acts of vandalism and rowdyism
stem from the venom and misery

.engendered by degrading home con-

ditions. A Dbackground of poverly
and ignorance breeds youthful crim-
inals who fall a prey to the dema-
gogic appeal of native Hitlers. What
an astounding discovery!

The sudden alarm which the lib-
eral press expresses over conditions
that have existed as long as poverty
itself has existed makes one ashamed
for their stupidity. And the hundreds
of useless committees that are formed
to express high indignation are just
as sickening. The remedies for this
condition that are proposed by the
Herlands report sound like the story
about the little Dutch boy who tried
to prevent the dikes from erumbling

by pligging a hole with his finger.

Except that in the case of the Her-
1andq proposals, it can be safely pre-
dicted that his suggestions will be
totally ineffective. The short-sight-
edness of the measures proposed
“Could Hitler have
been stopped from coming to power

.in _.Germany by ‘committees on in-

tolerance "

Perhaps these weak-minded com-
“Yes"
But we who analyze poverty much
déeper than they do and understand
what breeds crime must propose far
more vigorous action to overcome

‘anti-Semitism and anti-racialism.

"Case Histories Presented

_Acts of an anti-Semitic and anti-
rao'ial nature are increasing because
econom:c conditions are becoming
more critical. There is something

“basically rotten about a system which
_compels the mother of a large fam-

ily of children to leave them home

'aione, so that they must substitute

a street life for a home life. There
1s somethmg basically wrong in a
Ssystem that forces children to aban-

don their education at the age of

eleven, twelve or even sixteen. A
city ofﬁc;aldom which ignores the
fact that a large majority of children
havé no other place than the streets

in which to develop a cultural life,

has no right to get indignant when
the children become delinquent.
Here are some case histories of de-
llnquents arrested for anti-Semitic
actlons as listed by the Herlands re-

) port

Slum Poverty **Discovered
‘As Cause of Hoodlumism

H. X, left school in the sixth grade
after deoing fair school work.

E. D. may be found in the neigh-
berhood poolroom every night. His
family had been on home relief.

T. D. was the son’ of parents who
were separated. His mother was em-
ployed.

M. C.s family was on relief. There
was a lack of food and clothing at
his home which sometimes kept him
from attending school. He was ar-
resied twice,

A, B. left school in the sixth term
to take a Job At the age of twenly,
he already had a record of two ar-
rests.

E. D. dislikes Jews. Some Jewish
people use words too big to under-

stand. E. D’s family is on home re-

lief,

JT. D. at the age of {welve had a
court record. His mother and father
were separated and his mother was
employed,

Another bit of interesting research
which the Herlands report publishes
concerns a typical neighborhood
where anti-Semitic vandalism is fre-
quent. Of the population of 78,000
persons, only eight per cent are Jew-
ish. In May, 1943 (a year of “pros-
perity”), five per cent of the fotal
population were on relief. The area
contains mostly old, dilapidated ten-
ement houses. For thirty-nine miles
of sireets there are only seven play-
grounds, six play sireets, seven pub-
lic schools and three high schools.
There is one public library and 279
bars and grills, dance halls and caba-
rets.

In 1939, .,the Christian Front held
sixty-five meetings here. Most of the
meetings held in this distriet during
1940 were by the Christian Front
and Christian Mobilizers, but in 1941
the America First Committee began
meetings on the same streets.

Herlands Propositions

What does the Herlands
propose?

“More efféctive police action and
special police measures.” (The po-
lice department itself is now under
censure for being strongly sympa-
thetic to Father Coughlin movements
such. as . the. Christian | Front and
Christian Mobilizers.”

“Appointment of city-wide inter-
racial and inter-failh committees.”
(If the names of all the committees
of that type that have been in exist-
ence for the last ten years were laid
end to end they would bridge the
Atlantic Ocean.

“Local community
councils. .

“Bring home the fundamental re-
sponsibility of parents. '

“Further cooperation of parochial
education authorities.

“Additional assistance from church
and religious leaders io cooperate
with probation officers.

“Tricreased participation of war vet-
erans’ groups.”

“Atiention of the Office of War In-
formation to the problem.”

“Increased responsibility of wvari-
ous commumt}' organizations,” and so
on ad nauseum.

Even PM is disappointed. PM,
which goes in for such brilliant cures
as securing signatures for an anti-
hate pledge, says that unless the
committees proposed by Herlands
have a semi-official standing, they
will not bé worth their salt.

Do we mean to imply that nothing

report

coordinating

can be done to cure the disease of
anti-Semitism and anti-racialism un-
til the disease of poverty  itself is
cured? No. There are specific meas-
ures that if taken today would go a
long way toward teaching children
and adolescents a healthier outlook
toward their neighbors. There should
be a network of recreational centers
and youth culture clubs numerofs
enough to take every child off the
streets. A governments which spends
millions every minute for bombs,
ammunition, torpedoes and other ap-
paratus of destruction, can certainly
afford the funds for such a program.

Labor Is the Real Force

Secondly, the labor unions must
initiate a much broader program of
education on anti-Semitie and anti-
racial issues than they have hitherto
done. They must have an educational
plan that will include: more workers
than anything previously attempted.
Every worker and through him his
family and his friends should be
taught to understand that the mil-
lions owned by Rockefeller and du
Pont are just as ill-begotten as the
millions owned by Baruch and Mor-
genthau.

Only the labor forceés are capable
of disseminating genuine ideas on
democracy because they are the
most forward - looking and socially
healthy elements of our national
life. For how can a public school
which has to explain the “justice”
of a poll-tax, teach democracy? How
can a school which must explain
President Roosevelt's labor conscrip-
tion plan as coming within the frame
of “democracy,” teach a broad-mind-
ed view to children? How tan a
State Board of Education which al-
lows less than $500 a year for a
teacher's salary (miore than half the
states’ in the couniry employ teach-
ers at an annual salary of less than
$600), be father to a well-educated
population?

The main responsibility for cor-
recting the evil conditions resulting
from bigolry must rest with the only
people Who are capable of carrying
through a program that will insure
a decent living wage for every work-
er, sufficient and modern housing for
every person in the country, a good
education ' for every child, and
eniough playgrounds, schools and
youth club houses to give every boy
and girl a healthy start in life.

(Continued from page 1)

cannot pass a law that will éffec-
tively control prices or salaries.
Such laws will :only be passed and
enforced when the workers are po-
litically independent and have con-
trol of government themselves,

Here are some gems from the Pres-
ident's message.

“National service is the most demo-
cratic way to wage a war.” This
would be true of a real democratic
war, of a genuinely people's war, of
a war being waged by the masseés in
their interest and in the intérést of
the nation as a whole. It is not and
cannot be true of ani imperialist Wwar.

Imperialist watrs are wars waged °

by one imperialist ruling class
against another for the plrpose of
world domination and the exploita-

their

By WILLIAM GORMAN

The most noteworthy fact about
the recent anti-Semitic violence in
New York City is the attitude of the
police. William Herlands, commis-
sioner of investigation, in a report,
sampling fifty cases, said that the
police were negligent in twenty-five
peér cent of the cases. But even this
dces not tell the whole story.

Ever since the rise of an arrogant
Christian Front movement in New
York the police force has built up
a shameéful record of indifference :o
anti-Jewish attacks, while carefully
protecting the life and health of Fa-
ther Coughlin's followers

This pattern is famillarly tragic, to
the Jewish people of Europe. In
Czdrist Riissia, Poland and Gérmany
the police always arrived late when"
Jews were attacked, let the assailants
get away, and hurried to arrest the
Jews who deférided thémselves.

The police of New York have not
yet arrived at such pérfect coopera-
tion with the anti-Semites, but the
alarming tendencies in that direction
are-already apparent.

Before the War

In 1939, tens of Coughlinites were
peddling their hate - sheets on New
York street corners. The New York
police made every effort to see that
anti - Jewish propagandizing
would go on unmolested.

In May, 1939, a girl carrying an
anti-Coughlinite sign in Times Square
was arrested for “disturbing the
peace.” At deast ten Coughlinites
were selling Social Justice in Times
Square that very day.

At a Coughlinite meeting in that
same month, Professor Gill of Union .
Theological Seminary made an un-
sympathetic remark. He was imme-
diately attackéd and beatén. The po-
lice intervened —and arrested Pro-
fessor Gill. Two salesmén of an anti-
Coughlinite magazine were arrested
that same evenmg

A Nazi Bund demonstration in
Madisonr Sguare Garden was pro-
tected by a cordon of police. The
demonstration outside, led by the
revolutionary socialists, was attacked
by the police, who wére detérmined
to ‘preserve law and order for the
Nazis. Inside the Garden, a member
of the Jéwish War Veterans chal-

tion and robbery of the workers and
colonial peoples.

“It does not mean reduction in
wages....It does not mean that any
substantial numbers of war Wworkers
will: be disturbed in their present
jobs” This is nonsense. Any law
“which...will prevent strikes"” will
act as a bludgeon for reducing wages.
The main reason that employers are
against. strikes is because strikes are
mass pressure dgainst that boss that
forces him to yield to the workers’
demands for more wages or against

a reduction in wages.

Hunger and Dictatorship

There is one part of Roosevelt's
message that labor should study
again and again. He says that “true
individual freedom cannot exist
without economic security and in-

* eome.”

‘other

Unions Shoulc Orgamze
Defense Against Attacks

lenged one of the vicious lies that
Fritz Kuhn was orating in best Hit-
lerian style. He was immediatély as-
saulted by uniformed storm troopers.
The police ran up—only to carry his
bloody body outside.

Thus no one was surprised when
various inquiries conducted among
the New York police showed that
the number of sympathizers of the
Christian Front ran into the hun-
dreds. But Mayor LaGuardia, very
brave in his speeches against Hitler,
who was thousands of miles away,
did not care to come to grips with
the anti-Semites in his own police
force.

Six Months—150 Assaults

There were at least 150 assaults
on Jewish lives and property in
New York City in the last six months.
In approximately ONE OUT OF EV-
ERY FOUR CASES the police failed
io make any serious eﬁort to arrest
the anti-Semitic attackers.

One particular .story in the Her-
lands report shows what kind of
“protection” the Jews of New York
can expect from anti-Semitic police-
men. A Jewish watchman at the In-
wood Center was abused and at-
tacked by anti-Semitic hoodlums al-
most every night between the 26th
of March to the 3rd of May in 1942,

He called the police frequently,
but finally gave up since the police
would either arrive too late or not at
all: After a while his phone calls
were accompanied by the chanted
advice of the hoodlumis: “You're
wasting your tifne. The police won’t
The pogromists were obvi-
ously well acquainted with the “de-
fenders of law and order.”

The Drew Case

We bring the story up to date with
some details on LaGuardia's misera-
ble, squirming defense of a well
known Christian Fronter in the Po-
lice Department, Patrolman Drew.
Drew admitted contributing money
to the Christian Front and keeping
anti-Semitic literature in his home
but was later cleared by Police Com-
missioner Valentine., The Jewish la-
bor and liberal organizations, stirred

y the recent anti-Semitic wave, pro-
tested strongly.

Mayor LaGuardia
investigation

promised an-
of Patrolman

dependence....People who are hun-
gry and out of a job are the stuff of
which dictatorships are made.”; The
first sentence is true, the second is
a very dangerous half-truth.

For real individual freedom, eco-
nomic security is certainly necessary.
That is, to be really free, human
beings must be secure from eco-
nomic waot the fear of unemploy-
ment, poverty and the misery that
the masses are heir to today. They
must be free from the oppression of
the boss. They must be free, too,
from the necessity of serving in the
ever-recurring wars of capitalist so-
ciety.

Is Mr. Roosevelt trying to make us
bLelieve, however, that his nidtional
service law is a step in the direction
of “trie indlividual fréédom” for the
working class? How will such a law

Drew. For this task he appointed
three old political wheelhorses,; who,
without publishing a report, simply
echoed Valentine's decision. But
their clumsy, transparent whitewash
was no great help to LaGuardia.

Acting to defend his own political
prestige, the Mayor defends the anti-
Semitic members of the police force.
Drew was invited to speak on the
radio and beg for sympathy. So this
friend of Christian Front Chief Joe
McWilliams made a short speéch say-
ing he was a father of five children,
that he didn't hate Jews and ended
by apologizing for any trouble he
might have caused.

Anyone acquainted with Drew’s
record could have asked some very
pertinent uqestions. What did he do
with the anti-Semitic literature in
his hote—use it to light the furnace?
And the contribution to the Christian
Front, did he perhaps gnistake that
organization for the Anti - Nazi
League?

But it was all LaGuardia's show,
and he made sure to ask no questions
which would embarrass Drew or the
anti-Semitic elements in the police
department. In this manner, La-
Guardia is crudely trying to pull the
curtain down on this tragic farce.

Workers Defense Guards

The unreliability of the New York
police only further encourages the
anti-Semitic hooligans. But there are
at least 100,000 Jewish members in
the trade union movement in New
York united with all the other union
workers of every creed and nation-
ality. These workers could organize
groups of defénse which would stop
the Christian Front dead in its tracks.

The situation in police depaitmerits
and the professional politicians’ pre-
occupations with their “posntions,”
call for the use of Workers Defense
Guards without delay. 'This will
prove to be the only effective way of
protecting all persecuted minorities
from fascist attacks.

The anti- Semitic hooligans are
really cowards. They roam in gangs,
beating up individual Jewish victims.
At the sight of flying squadrons of
Workers Defense Guards, these anti-
Semitic rats would put their tails

. between their legs and run back to

the holes where they belong.

essage to Congress Analyzed - -

contribute foward “economic securit-
ty and independence” for labor? A
law which has been called “quack
medicine” by Philip Murray and a
law through which “the President
wants to conscript labor for private
profit,”” according to spokesmen for
the railway unions? ]

When the President of the United
States makes the statement that
“people who are hungry and out of
a job are the stuff of which -dictator-
ships are made,” he leaves out the
main point. We presume that Mr.
Roosevelt means fascist dictatorships.
Very few even hungry and uném-
ployed workers succumb to the
rantitigs, ravings and trickery of fas-
cist demagogues, and not just out
of a clear sky or because they are
stupid, or perverse, or because they
are against democracy.

: ——Pagge_ 3

Tréscq___ Murder
Still Unsolved

One year has elapsed since -that
valiant fighter against fasc¢ism, Carlo
Tresca, was struck down at the
hands of a bloody assassin. It is one
year since this spirited working class
leader was torn away from the radi-
cal labor movement. And yet, ‘the
hired assassin has not been appre-
hended.

The New York City police depart-
men and the office of the district at-
torney, which are so very adept at
solving crimes of “passion,” have
hads no “success” in solving this
crime against the ldbor movement.

Why was Carlo Treséa assassinat-
ed? Surely there can be only one
answer. He was murdered because
he was ever in the vanguard of the
struggle of the Amériecan labor
movement, especially its Italian sec-
tion, against fascism. Who, then, was
his assassin? He was undoubtedly a
gunman in Ameéri¢an-Italian fascist,
semi-fascist and reactionary circles.
Even the police department has said
as much. Yet Police Commissioner
Valentine, Distriet Attornéy Hogan
and His Honor the Mayor have taken
all year to hunt for the murderer but
announce that their efforts have ‘been
“in vain.” &

In spite of this lack of success, the
bulletins dealing with the easé that
have come from the offices of Dis-
trict Attorney Hogan and Commit-
sioner Valentine have been Ileégion.
Every so often it is announced that
new suspects are being mvestlgated
But nothing ever happeéns.

Why have the city - authorities
shoWn such incompeténée and lex-
ness in solving this murder, which is
a crime against all militant anti-fas-
cists? Is the police department really
incapable of solving this murder?
Are there any high “authorities” who
are interested in preventing a solu-
tion of this case?

An efficient investigation into the
activities and followers of the Ital-
ian-American fascist groups in order
to smoke out the assassin would un-
doubtedly lead to some conclusion to
the case.

The labor moVement must not al-
low this case to remain unsolved. It
is a challenge to all labor. The dis-
missal of the life of one of the world's
outstanding anti-fascist fighters as of
little value, cheapens the lives of -all
progressives, and all militant ﬁghters
against fascism.

The labor movemedt must demand
action. Mayor LeGuardia, Commis-
sioner Valentine and District Attor-
ney Hogan must be informed that
the labor movement and the work-
ers of the city 6f New York will not
rest until the murderér of Comrade
Carlo Tresca is apprehended.

Workers, except for rare exeep-
tions, are not supporters of fascism.
If any follow the fascist scoundrels,
it is becalise they are the victims of-
capitalism, of capitalist oppression,
of capitalist wars and of all the pnis-
eries suffered at the whipiping posts
of capitalist society.:

A ‘working class which is defeated
by fascism is also the vietim of -bad
trade union .and political leadership.
It is a working ¢lass which has been
miseducated by its trade union and
political leaders to support imperial-
ist wars, the capitalist bosses and the
capitalist. government. It is a work-
ing class which has failéd to take the
road to indépendent political action.
It is a workihg class which has
failed to understand the néed for a
mass independerit Labor Party and a
workers' government.

1

talinist “Liberation” of Poland An Imperialist

By MAX SHACHTMAN

The war with Germany was justified by the Allied spokesmen,
among other things, on the ground that Hitlerism violates the na-
tional sovereignty of mations and peoples, does not allow them to
live as they see fit and to rule themselves. There is no need to

prdve this case dgainst Hitlerism beyond the use of facts which are

known to every child.

Now that the Allies are beginning to. speak of an early victory
over Germany, the guestion rises: what is to become of the coun-
ti-les overrun by the Nazis once the latter have been put to the
sord? Is their national sovereignty to be restored, at least to the
extent that they enjoyed it before the war bégan?

- If we dre to judge by the fight developing over Poland, there is
no reason to believe that the Allies hold out any such hope.

The fight over Poland is.not just a battle over the eastern terri-
torles of the former Polish Empire, it is a ﬁght for that part of Eu-
rdpe which is unmistakably and unchallengedly Polish by tradi-
tion, common language and culture and all the other recognizable
tf‘alts of a nation.

So far as the eastern territories are concernod the claims of the
government in exile are as notoriously fraudulent as they are old.
They are today's remnants of the old dream of a Greater Polish
Empire “from sea to sea”—from the Baltic to the Black. Inhabited
p?‘mmpolly by non-Polish peoples—White Russians, Ukrainians,
thhuamans and Jews—who have neither cultural, linguistic nor
even féilgxous characteristics in common with the Poles, the only
el‘alm that the Polish “Pans” and their colonels ever had to rule
over them was the need to sate an imperialist greed.

The persecutions these peopleés underwent from the day the
Veérsailles map-makers concocted an “mdependent" Poland consti-
’Lule one of the cruellest and bloodiest chapters in the annals of
m’odern oppression. Nobody can say exactly ‘how many .of the peo-
p in these lands were murdered, how many sent to rot in prison.

hat can be said, because it is common knowledge, is that the cul-
tural aspirations of these peoples were trampled under foot with

- the same cynicism and the same methods employed in the days of

the Romanovs, their religious feelings and institutione were sys-

tematically offended (the anti-Semitic outrages of the Polish ruling
class preceded Hitler's), their political rights were never taken off
paper and, above all, their economic status was kept at the lowest
possible level. Only the most rabid Polish imperialist could ex-
pect any allegiance from these peoples. The blusterings and stut-
terings of the governmert in exile, a 'gang of authentic reéaction-
aries and pupils of the colonels, plus a handful of social-demoecratic
house-pets, will be pointed out to future géner atlons as typical of
imperialist effrontery and hypocrisy.

STALINIST “LIBERATION”

It does not follow in-any way from this that the territories prop-
erly belong in what is sardonically known as the “Soviet” “Union.”
By virtue ‘of what right? The fact that these territories once
formed part of the Czarist Empire? Or the fact that they once
were part of the Soviet Repubhes—wﬂhout quotation marks—and
were wrested from the workers' state by the superior force which
Pilsudski’s armies imposed upon the weak and exhausted Red
Army? Such a right would exist and be valid; provided the in-
corporation of these territories into the Union meant the liberation
from oppression, or- the beginning of such a liberation, of the peo-
ple inhabiting them. That would have been the case in 1920 It is
in no sense the case today.

The torments suffered by these peoples under Pol:sh despotism
are so widely known that even the bourgeois press refers to them,
however discreetly. But they pale beside the organized, systematic,
centralized, totalitarian terror against the “blood brothers” of these
peoples who have lived for the past decade and more under the
rule of the Stalinist autocracy.

The Ukraiian and White Rusman “Soviet Repubhcs" are noth-
ing but national fiefs of the Kremlin bureaucracy.. They have nei-
ther mdependence in the “Unioen” nor autonomy. Their rulers are
picked and unpicked by this bureaucracy, whom:they serve in the
same capacity and with the same rights and prlmleﬁes as the Czar's
Eoverndrgeharals. ‘The Bednotiic strerEth Has Beéen dappea so that
the bureaucracy might batten on it; their economie position has
beén reduced to the status of serfs of the regime. ST

The Polish knout stings no more brutally than the Stalinist
knout. The cemeteries of the Western Ukraine are less numerous
than those of the “Soviet” Ukraine, filled as the latter are with the
corpses of millions of peasants condemned to death in the Stalinist

“collectivization drive” alone. It is not without significance that
in their initial drive Hitler's legions encountéréd less resistarice
from the native population of the Ukraine than from the people
of the northern part of the “Union.”

HELPLESS ALLIES

The fact that “even” the Anglo-American ruling class has given
its sanction to Stalin's demand should cause only a shrugging of
the shoulders and not a bending of the knees. What else could it

do? Stalin’s “moral” positioh is,flawless, from the imperialist stani-

point. What could Churchill, for example, possibly say in reply to
a blunt accusation from the Kremlin statesmen: “You want us to
give up our Poland, but you cling to India like a leech.” You want
your colonies? We want ours. You have your amusing elections in
India? We have our funny plebiscites in the border states.

More important than the “moral” position is the military posi-
tion. Neither Churchill nor Roosevelt has as much as a toe-nail on
Polish ‘or ex-Polish soil. Mikolajczyk & Co. are better off only in
so far as the Polish underground gives them reluctant:.and suspi-
cious support. Stalin, however, not only has good, solid boots on
more and more Polish (or ex-Polish) soil, but has the power fo ex-
tend a friendly hand to Hitler if an Allied attempt is made to chal-
lenge the rights of his boots.

Stalin is not, however, interested in Western White Russia and
the Western Ukraine alone. Those territories are taken for granted,
and he leaves it to Eden and Hull to find a convenient formula—
diplomatic archives are filled with all kirids of thém, like the “Cur-
zon line,” which can be tapped for each particular occasion—to jus-
tify his seizures and to 'make the Mikolajczyks toe the mark—or
else. Stalin.wants Pdlahd as well, if he ean—directly; if he canmnot
—then indirectly. If he gits thar fustest with the mostest mien,
Mikolajezyk might just as well retire to Cleveland; like the recent-
ly-deceased Smetona of Lithuania. Then, finis Poloniae! There is
no question about it: the Polish government in exile is worried far

- -more -about-Peland itself than about her former eastern territories.

“

More accurately, its apprehensions over the eastérn territories are
due to its apprehensions over Poland.

TWO IMPORTANT IDEAS

The fight over Poland underlies what may be called the two
most important meas of our time:

The struggle for national independence and freedom cannot be
conducted in a progressiVe spirit and with consistency and honesty
except by the proletariat and its peasant allies. The others are in-
terested in anything but national freedom for all peoples. Con-
ducted by the proletariat, the fight for national freedom must be
linked with the fight for social freedom, in which it would find its
highest realization. Its highest reallzation finally, can come in Eu-
rope only in the form of a Socialist United States of Europe, freely
eritered and equitably and jointly ruléd by the independent work-
ers’ governments that alone can save Europe from the disintegra-
tion, subjugation and chaos to which capitalist barbarism is doom-
ing it.

Afnid second, the seéeds of the Third World War are bemg sown
already. World War II is not yet over, decidedly not yet, and the
conditions for speeding World War III are bemg ]aid\ This. idea is
not peculiar to the revolutionary Marxists. Many capitalists under-
stand it. Many even fear it, for the bourgeoisie does not want war,
and espéecially it does not want the revolutions that come with. it
But it is helpless to prevent it, as utterly and ¢ompletely helpless
as it proved to be in 1939. The military struggle between the two
big camps is accompaniéd by a feverish pohtical struggle 1n81de
the Allied camp. The atteiipts made in it to corie to an agreement
on the division of the spoils are condeiniied ih advance to the fail-
ure which the esseritially temporary character of any imperialist
agreement bears from theé moment it is atiopteﬂ They agreed. be-
fore, once, twice and ten times. Their very agi‘eemeni:s contamed
.the germ of conflict. The agréefnent over Poland sunp]y m;eets
one of the many gérms of tomorrow's conflict.

Thé two most important ideéas of our: tirme ‘are’ sfmpiy ﬁle re-
verse of each other. The éontinuation of ¢apitilibm widans war and
" barbarism. The struggle of the working class, consistently devel-
oped, means peace and socialism. The time for the choice was long
ago. But even now, it is not too late.
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Frank, Joe--
And Harry

Adl" prominent labor leaders — soft as
they are about their “friend’” in the White
‘House—have nevertheless loudly protested
the President’s proposal for a labor con-
scription law. Therefore, the endorsement

by the International Longshoremen’s &
Warehousemen’s Union of the labor-en-

' slaving legislation asked for by FDR stands

out like a sore thumb. .
 Never before in all labor history has a
‘union come out in favor of making indus-
trial slaves of its members. But the ILWU
is that unfortunate phenomenon known as’
a Communist-dominated union—complete-
ly dominated by Browder boys, with Harry

Bridges as gang leader.
It is no surprise that these political para-

sites on the labor movement should bra-.
zenly declare: “The President’s program is

a progressive, democratic program which
can unite the service man and worker and
win their respect for each other....” And
this is the language used by all Communist-
controlled unions and the anti-labor posj;
tion taken by Joe Curran and the rest of
the Browder boys. !

“This sort of language of course is a fake,
attemptmg to hide the real meaning of the
anti-labor stand taken by the Browder
boys. The Bridges approval of conscrip-
tion for American labor was dictated by the
bureaucrats in the Kremlin—not by the
interests of the American worker and sol-
dier, nor of any other workers ahd soldiers.

. The spiel about “respect”” of worker and
soldier for each other is trying to rub soap
mto the eyes of both. For the soldier is
going to come back to working conditions
as good or as bad or labor at home makes
them. .

' Allowing a labor conscription law to be
placed on the statute books will mean that
the soldiers will return to a form of indus-
trial slavery little better than the chattel
sicwery of former days. Regimenting the
‘workers under pretext of war necessity. is
exactly the precedent the alert capitalists
would’ like for use in the post-war period.

It is not the soldier that the Browder
boys have in mind—no, and not the worker.
It is the new-found "'friendship” cemented
between Stalin and Roosevelt in Teheran
that speaks through Stalin’s stooges. What-
ever Frank wants in America.is all right
with Joe — provided what Joe wants for

himself in Europe will be all right with"

Frank. So the Browder boys embrace free
enterprise—the political system of the two
capitalist ‘parties, with labor conscription
thrown in—and to hell with what’s good
for the American workers!

The Renegotiation Fight

- passed by the: Senate.
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Parasites are creatures of which healthy
organisms rid themselves as soon as possi-
ble. The ILWU and other similarly situated
unions have a delousing job to do. So-
called leaders who advocate anti-labor pol-

icies must be booted out of the unions by

the rank and file.

Something to- i
Get Mad About

Latest French
D_eyelqgments

Two news items coming from the French
National Committee of Liberation and the
Consultative Assembly meeting in Algiers

___ure of outstandmg mportqnce

“Oné:is the "'request’ to’ "de Gaulle from
Washmgton and London that the trial of
fascists and fascist collaborators, like Flan-

---.-dm, Peyrouton: ‘and Boisson, ,should not be

Followmg the example of the ultra-reac-
tionary bloc in the Senate, the House Elec-
tions Committee last week voted—seven to
five—against federal balloting, for soldiers
and supported the 'States’ Rights'’ measure
The complicated
procedure involved in soldiers voting ac-
cording to the requirements of forty-eight
different states makes ‘it a foregone con-
clusion that only a handful of overseas men
and women will .be able to vote in the 1944
elections.

Political observers in Washington unan-
‘imously state it will take a miracle to get a
law passed in Congress to enable the sol-
diers to exercise their rights os.cmzens in
the coming eléections.

While Congress busies itself disfran-
chising millions of its citizens, the country
is being prepared for the big push which. is
expected to take a toll of lives estimated at
500,000 in the next three months.” What
is the big push for? Every ultra-reactionary
congressman who voted to take away the
vate. 6f the soldiers will tell you that those
undemocratic Nazis must:be tought a les-
son-in "democracy.”

However, democracy — like charity —
should begin at home. It is something to
get mad about that the American men and
women in arms, of whom half a million will

. give up life and limb for what they are told
is “democracy,” will be disfranchised
American citizens. e e A

LABOR ACTION

A Paper in the Interests o] Labor -

Published Weekly by the

LABOR ACTION PUBLISHING ASSN.
114 West 14th Street  New York 11, N. Y.
(3rd Floor)

Vol. 8, No. 4 January 24, 1944
ALBERT GATES, Editor 7
Subscription Rate: 60 Cents a Year
7 Cents for Canada, New York and Foreign
Re-entered as second-class matter May 23, 1940,

at the Post Office at New York, N. Y., under the
Act of March 8, 1879,

“arms for the resistance movements,

~+held now but should be postponed for some
future time. It is noteworthy that de unlle.
is reported not unwil!ing to yield to the not

‘too gentle pressure on French polltlcs ex-

ercised by his alliess

The other news item is that representa}
tives.of the French underground coming to
Algners have set up a hue and cry for more
This
demand does not-come from de Gaulle and
his aides, but directly from the angered
underground movement, which wants to
know how it can help in the coming big
push against the Nazis—without arms.

The Allies refuse to supply more war
material to the French underground Per-
tinax, in a North American Newspaper Al-
liance dispatch, states by way of explana-
tion: ‘“Some members of the Consultative
Assembly believe political reasons are back
of the Alliés’ refusal. The resistance move-
‘ments not only wage a form of war but at-
tempt to reform French institutions and
public life. They believe Washington and
London disapprove, of the political implica-

tions of their work.”

Now what do these latest French devel-
opments add up to?

In the first place, de Gaulle is again re-
vealed as a reactionary politician. This is
indicated not only by his failure himself
to ask for arms' for the French under-
ground, but also by his apparent willing-
ness to comply with the demand of Wash-
ington and Londoi to keep hands off the
French® fascists “and * fascist collaborators.

In the second place, Washington and
Londoni are seen at ‘their old gdme of fa-
voring ' the fascist “collaborators as a bul-
wark against the people themselves. If the
sentences quoted dbove mean anything at
all, they signify that the powers in this
country and in ‘Engldnd are afraid that the
French people, ambng whom- the tradition
of revolution is strong, will once more take
revolutionary steps' to solve their tremen-
dous problems. Hsl=

. Therefore, ‘the ‘great ''demosrats” are
afir"ui'd to arm theé :French people, even
though those arms'will help defeat the Na-
zis. Therefore, they prefer to have the
Flandins, Peyroutons and Boissons handy to
use against the people.

Bng Business Hangs Onto War Proﬁfs

ny V. JENSEN

Workers Relief Org_nlzatlons fo

.First and foremost on the con-
gressional agenda is action on the
proposed tax bill for the new year.
The bill now before Congress is the
Senate's scandalously amended ver-
sion ‘of the Treasury’s originally
weak enough proposals. The bill as
it. now stands maintains_and increases
the tax burden on wage earning and
low income groups, provides for no
increase in corporate taxes (though
corporations made all-time high
profits in 1943!) and—most scandal-
ous of all the provisions—amends the
present procedure for renegotiating
war contracts on which excessive
profits have been made.

These “amendments” to the rene-
gotiation of contracts—which in ef-
fec¢t kill the procedure and will mean
the government's returning millions
of _dollars in excess war profits to
industry—are so scandalous a gift to
the war profiteers that even so con-
servative a figure as Secretary of
the Treasury Morgenthau has charged
the law makers with opening the
door to “truly extortionate profits.”

The original law providing for re-
negotiation of contracts was passed
in April, 1942, as a sop to public

opinjon daily outraged by some new

scandal of war profiteering, and to
labor, . whose wages were frozen
while prices were soaring, It was,
like- most congressional -gestures
agaimst profiteering, a most feeble
measure.

- Government contracts w1th indus-
try {unlike' its measures against la-
bor) are made with the full agree-
ment of the contractor and upon his
terms. ‘The contract for goods at a
price which the manufacturer con-
siders will cover every possible even-
tuality, always provides for a heal-
thy (known to the government as a
“fair"): profit and in addition, most
of the larger contractors provide for
most génerous reconversion and

o st s e

amortization plans at the government
expense.

The renegotiation procedure  was
supposed to determine when the
original estimate of the cost of pro-
duction was too high and then re-
negotiate the contract on the basis
of the lower unit cost-—still not elim-
inating the “reasonable” profit. This
was virtually the only anti-profit-
eering measure  passed by Congress
and it has been, in the face of no-
torious profitetring by industry, a
most ludicrous and ineffectual meas-
ure. In the year and a half since its
passage the government has recov-
ered only a. billion and a half dollars
under its provisions that would not
have been recovered by ordinary
taxes.

And yet, even that is too much for
the greedy {riends of the greedy
bosses on Capitol Hill. They want
to amend this procedure even fur-
ther. ' They have five main amend-
ments for putting money into the
pockets of the bosses.

Five Profiteering Amendments

The first amendment would exempt
contracts and sub-contracts for
standard commercial articles from
renegotiation. This means that con-

tractors for such articles as blankets,

lumber or any manufacturer of any

* article that he made in peacetime’

could sell those articles to the :gov-
ernment without having his exces-
sive profits reviewed at any time.
How this would work out may be

seen in the case of the Elastic Stop

Nut Corp. This company is contin-
uing its peacetime production of self-
locking nuts. After taxes were: de-
ducted in 1942, this company made a
profit of 122 per cent.
amendment, the government couldn't
look for “unreasonable” profits. g
The second amendment would ex-
empt sub-contracts for articles that
do not go into. the delivered product,
even though the article be absolute-

'taxes.
the governmient pay taxes for the °

Under the

ly indispensable for prpduch_on. For,

example, machine tools, on which ex-
orbitant profits are-being made; This
clause tries. to.,put. over the myth
that you can keep down profiteering
on, say, a tank, while ‘permitting ex-
cessive profiteering on' processes nec-
essary to put it out. Just to add in-

“sult to injury, this amendment also

has a retroactive clause which would
mean that the government has to
give back millions of dollars of prof-
its, admlttedly excessive, that have
peen refunded 'to it.

The third directs that in renego-
tiating the contracts, account be
taken of a contractor's position after
In English, that means that

company!

New York Mass Meetm

The fourt.h pro\ndes‘ that ‘“consid-
er atlon” be g:ven to the contractor’s
problems“on reconversion fo peace-
time. produgtion. , In' other’ words, no
profits. .are. too- exorbitant, because,
after all, 'sooner or later, the profit-
eer.will have the problem of peace-
time adjustment. And after wartime
profits, it's tough on a poor contractor
to adjust to peacetime,

The fifth amendment is one more
kick at the Administration. It pro-
vides for -« the court review of.
the voluntary agreements already
reached between government and
contractors. - (And will probably
mean more profits turned back to
the company.)

This is the new “anti-profiteering”
renegotiation section of the tax bill.
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Take Pohhcs Out of Rehe

By HARRY ALLEN

“Immedlately. upon the liberation
of any area by the armed forces of
the United Nations, the population
thereof shall receive aid and relief
from their sufferings, food, 'clothing
and shelter...to the end that peo-
ples once freed may be preserved...
for the tasks and opportunities of
building anew.” (Preamble of the
United Relief and Rehabilitation Ad-
ministration.)

But there is no Santa Claus. Ac-
tually, food and other relief is dis-
pensed as a political weapon by the
United Nations; more precisely, b)(
those of the United Nations which
must provide the supplies.

Such relief as is now being issued
in “freed Sicily” (which represents
less than 1.5 per cent of the popu-
lation under  Axis control) is mea-
ger and a demonstrated failure.

On the island of Ischia, for instance
(population 32,000), the people are
“eating far less and a smaller variety
of food than they had before the
armistice” (Chicago Daily News).

Throughout Allied-occupied Italy,
emergency feeding continues to limp
to this moment. Inflation and the
black market aggravate the miser-
able situation of- the hungry masses.

At the outset AMG announced that
TAXES in Sicily would be CONTIN-
UED and tax revenues used.to help

. pay for relief. Thus the expectat:on

of the starving people that relief
would’ be unconditional was soon
shattered. They began to see that
American intervention butters no
parsnips. For food is a weapon of
the counter-revolution in Europe, of
which the United States is the spear-
head.

Relief a Political Weapon

As a matter of fact, no one should
have any illusions about American
objectives in relieving Europe from
“freedom from want.” Ex-Governor
Lehman's first declaration, upon as-

suming direction of the Office of For- .

eign Relief and Rehabilitation was to
the effect that relief was a matter of
feeding people to prevent revolution.

AMG indicated its role with egual
. clarity: To prevent ‘anarchy,” to re-
store “order,” to “establish” local
authorities, to suppress any possi-
ble clashing of rival political groups
aiming for power (that is, to sup-
press any revolutionary uprisings),
AND THEN to feed the population.
And that IS the way AMG and other
agencies have actually functioned in
Africa and in Sicily to date. More-
over, AMG, Washington's instru-
ment, further exposes its role, with
subsequent discreditment among the
masses, because. of its reliance on and
association with the upper Italian
bourgeoisie and fascist elements.

Moreover, meager as actual relief
is, even potential relief is in an im-
portant measure almost certain to be
wiped out because humerous govern-
ment agencies conflict with one an-
-other. For instance, AMG expected
much of the work would be carried
by OFRRO. However, the military
quickly stepped in, presumably for
ninety days, aftar which the civilian
OFRRO was to take over. However,
military control soon extended itself
to six months, the prevailing situa-
tion. And AMG's policy is to retard,
where it cannot suppress, the work-
ers’ independent actions and move-
ment.

Further, OFRRO. itself purchases
food only as allocated by the War
Food Administration. When AMG
took over, WFA cancelled OFRRO
allotments. Besides, other govern-
ment agencies enter into the picture
to help emasculate European relief.
There are the repiesentatives of
Lend-Lease, the Navy, the Office of
Economic Warfare, the Treasury and
the Office of Foreign Economic Co-
ordination. :

Food ... But—

For instance, the policy of Foreign
Economic Coordination is especially
crude. It objects to food being ex-
tended through any political group
which does not enjoy the approval of
the State Department. Thus it vir-
tually declares that food IS being
used, and is to be used, as an instru-
ment of international imperialist pol-
icy by the United States government.
That is, to force starving millions
into accepting U. S. policy and ob-
jectives in Europe—or go hungry!

But even aside from this, Hallett
Abend writes: “When it comes to
food, the bald prospects are that ‘in
most of the newly liberated lands
there will be a full diet only for
nursing and expectant mothers and
for essential labor. The young, the,
old and the -non-essential elements
will have to forge for themselves

Further, the government hopes- to

_cover future food relief failure .in

Europe, in an important degree, by
talk of a “food shortage” .in the
United States. Thus, a report of fed-
eral agencies states that food sup-
plies will ‘remain low for at. least
two to three years after the war,
and even says that the United States
can “easily sink to the level of down-
right hunger.”

‘The American workers must strong-
ly register their objection to the pol-
icy of the American government,
which is ready to permit starvation
of great numbers of European work-
ers who are determined to strive in-
dependently for their own democrat-
ic, social and working class objec-
tives.

To what degree unconditional re-
lief is possible has yet to be fully
shown. But certainly, in the circum-
stances, the American workers must
call upon and demand that the Unit-
ed States government provide the
fullest relief to the starving Euro-
pean masses without attaching politi-
cal or other conditions to this relief.

In order to prevent abuse, discrim-
ination and reactionary use of gov-
ernment relief, the American labor
movement must demand that the la-
bor unions be assigned responsibility
and control of the distribution -of re-
lief, in conjunction with any existing
and arising bona fide labor organiza-
tions in the respective European
countries.
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. The Amerman labor movement
must, be concerned to try :to estab-
lish iis complete independence of ac-
tion in this field. It is a fact that the
capitalist government will always at-
tach or try ‘to attach conditions to
the actions ‘and plopoSltlons of the
labor movement. The aim is, of
course, to curtail or nullify theinde-
pendent aims of. the working class.
It is also a fact that. war conditions
make it more plausible. for the gov-
erhment to say that it must. control
all shipping, all relief, etc. However,
there is involved on this issue of re-
lief the right and principle of the
independent organizal.ion ‘and action

“of the working class on behalf. of, ils

class brothers in other countuies.
Moreover, the American - labor
movement must be concerned with
stimulating the independence of ihe
European masses in: their siruggles
and " to demonstrate workingisclass
solldarlty between the working peo-
ples of all countries. ‘Therefore,
even if necessarﬂy limited in .re-
sources, the American labor unions
and other workers’ organizations
ought' to aiim to establish an inde-
pendent; workers relief organization,
preleradly a single, united labor re-
lief bedy, to raise money, food,
clothing, etc,, to aid the starving
European workers (and also starving
peoples in other countries). :
~Such workers' relief organizations
should demand the right themselves
to administer relief to the European
masses. to insure that there will be
no’ discrimination against ‘European
labor. As a minimum, such a work-
ers' relief organization sheuld insist
on its representatives being on hand
in any country receiving relief in:or-

der to aid'in and-guarantee the: fair- -

est, most impartial distribution of re-
lief to the workers and peasants.

WLB Has “Principles” - - Witnegs;
Its Garment Workers Decision

By WALTER WEISS

The War Labor Board ﬁroclai_ms
that it is composed of iron men who
never yield on a principle.. Not ‘a
penny, not a fraction of a penny,
will they grant beyond thé limits of
the “stabilization” program. _

Of course, when a lower prmclple
comes into conflict -with a higher
one, there’s an unpleasant situation.
The “lower" principles somehow al-
ways turn out fo be those which
benefit the workers.

A ‘recent example 'is the matter of
retroactive pay. It hit the headlines
in connection with the wage demands
of the steel workers.

The employer members brazenly
claimed that there never was any
principle on this matter: : :

‘“The board has no formal pohcy—
even in its case-by-case approach,
the board does mot comsistently fol-
low such a practice. Its recent deci-
sion on the cotton garment industry
is sufficient illustration of the ab-
sence of such a policy and practice.”

There, brothers, was a decision! It
didn’t hit the headlines, but it should
have. There was a truly scandalous
decision. The labor members were
even aroused from their slumbers,
squawked, and dissented.

What “Sub-Standard” Means

The WLB had to admit that wages
in the shirt industry were “sub-
standard.” Now observe what “sub-
standard” means. The Amalgamated
Clothing Workers Union proved to
the board's satisfaction that forty-one
per cent of all workers in the indus-
try were making less than fifty cents
an hour —on piecework, at that,
where the possibilities for enriching
oneself are supposed to be unlimited.

This is terrible, said the WLB. We
w_ill set a fifty-cent minimum. The
stabilization program is merciful and
allows sub-standards to be corrected.
Of course, the fifty-cent rate will ap-
ply only when a worker has some ex-
perience, after six months. The first
three months, forty cents; the second
three, forty-five cents. Then comes
the big money.

The union had also requested a
ten-cent general increase. Denied! It
would violate the stabilization pro-

rangmg from iwo and a half to ten
cents (the latter sum to be granted
only b__y the lowest-paying firms), was
-ordered. And, brother, lowest-paying
‘means’ exactly that. Workers  in
shqps where the hourly avlerage was
seventy cents or more were not.'to
get"even 'two and a half cents—they
we‘re to'get nothmg at 1| Rl SRR
2

g
An A\m;,rdl ‘and - Prmciplc et

“-When .should ' this magmﬁ:.ent
award go into eﬂ'ect" Hele is: the an-
swer

-“The board majorlty. labor dis'ienl.-
ing, has . . . established -an effeclive
dite coinciding with the date” ‘of ‘the
board: action; December 8,-1943. Iniso

dping the board. has,also disregarded
ITS USUAL PRACTICE of making
wage awards el’I‘ectwe as of contract
expiration....” agellh Pt

There are two nice points to ob—
serve here: (1) In the stéél ‘case the
industry members, as quoted above,
pointed to the garment case to prove
that the board had no consistént
practice.
board admitted that"it was “disre-
garding” its “usual practice.” (2) The
garment decigion was made on De-
cember 8 On December 7 the sieel
workers had asked the board to make
any wage increase in their. case’ ret-
roactive, Need we say more? ;

What reasons did the board offer
for “disregarding” its usual practice?
It 'gave a, long spiel about a higher
principle, the fight against inflation.
After all, what good would a few
extra dollars ‘do these fifty-cent
workers, if every American family
had to pay more for. shirts? In:the
interest of the fight against inflation,
the garment workers should be. will-
ing to “forego” the money. Some of
the companies (the real victims of
poverty) just.couldn’t afford to pay
it without an extra price increase,
and (who kpnows?) they might get a
price increase bigger than the wage
increase.

The board concludes by saying tha.t
the ruling doesn't necessarily estab-
lish  a precedent. In that case, what
sense does it make? None of the in-
dustrialists, to hear them tell it;. can
afford to grant retroactive pay with-
out raising prices. The steel mag-

nates, wallowing in profits, have been

gram. Instead, a staggered increase,very insistent on this.

&

9 What Does the

“"Dissolution” of the
Communist Party Mean? |

The Latest Move in Stalinist Diplomacy! 2, g

Sunday, January 30, Irvmg quza .
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