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. The National Committee of the Workers

Party, following instructions on revising its
platform ‘adopted at the recently concluded
national convention of the party—of which
a full report appears on page 3—has just
adopted its political platform.

In making public the platform, the Work-
ers Party recommends its adoption “as the
fighting. program of the trade union move-
ment and of the national independent Labor
Party which labor must form.”

The platform, divided into several sec-
tions and embracing thirty-two points, is de-
voted to the most urgent problems facing the
working class of this country, not only in the
immediate present, but for the post-war pe-
riod as well.

LABOR ACTION publishes the platform
on the back page of this issue. Turn to it now!

‘Workers Party Platform |

30-Hr.Week Is a
Cinch--You Bet!

By NANCY NATHAN
LABOR ACTION has stated again and again that one of the indispensable

requirements for full post-war employment has to be the thirty-hour week.

Those who prattle .about solving the unemployment question and do not admit
the possibility and nécessity for the thirty-hour week are only giving lip-
service to the problem.

In a recent discussion, Eric A. Johnston, president of the Chamber of Com-
merce of the United States, said the thirty-hour week is “absurd.” Henry J.
Kaiser, industrial magnate, laughed it off. Walter P. Reuther, vice-president
of the United Auto Workers, CIO, said that by utilizing the full productive po-
tential, the thirty-hour week could easily be the productive equivalent of the
pre-war forty-hour week.

LABOR ACTION agrees with Reuther one hundred per cent. The thirty-
hour week is a cinch. Here’s why:

War production has shown us what peacetime production can be like.

It is not merely that production has been increased to an extent nobody
would believe possible in 1939. For instance, the output of magnesium in-
creased four and one half times from 1942 to 1943; the production of alumi-
num in 1943 was seven and a half times that of 1939; airplane turnout in 1943
was 1400 per cent above 1940—to cite only a few instances.

LABOR PRODUCTION AMAZING ~

The fact is also that the labor-time required for the same amount of work
has been cut, in some cases almost unbelievably. Even in coal, which has
not reflected to any great exitent the wartime trend toward labor-saving
methods, 400,000 bituminous miners now turn out about 600, 000000 tons of
coal, whereas in 1939 it took 480,000 bituminous miners.io produce only 400,-
000,000 tons.

In aircraft, the production time has been reduced most amazingly. Ac-
cording to Charles E. Wilson, chairman of the Aircraft Production Division

of the WPB, the CUT in production time for planes is all of NINETY PER

CENT since the beginning of the war program. Fighter planes that took 157,-
000 man-hours then, took only a mere 7,800 for the building of the 1,000th
plane. Four-motor bombers taking 200,000 ‘'man-hours to ‘produce formerly,
on the 2,000 bomber took only 13,000 man-hours. Thesa are Wilson's figures
—and they are not fiction.

An illustration from another fleld is gasoline. In January, 1943, in Bayonne,

“N. J., the Standard Oil Company opened its super-fuel plant for turning out

large ‘quantities of 100-octane gasoline—how much, is a military faet not re-
vealed, but it is plenty. Yet this tremendous plant, producing not only 100-
octane gasoline but also the raw material for synthetic rubber, requires only
NINE MEN to operate its remote-control apparatus—ahd nine are used more
for “safety than for actual operating necessity.” It was stated at the. time
this plant was opened that thirty-three such plants were scheduled for con-
sruction throughout the country.

Illustrations could be multiplied. How about shipbuilding—Mr. Kaiser's
racket? In fact, how about nearly every phase of war production?

What happened was that the government’s demand for fulfiliment of its
war orders forced private industry to utilize new machinery and labor-saving
devices. Even with one eye of the capitalists on the cost-plus contracts, mar-
vels were still effected.

WHAT COULD BE DONE

Consider what could be done with a labor force of over 60,000,000—which
will be the post-war labor force of this country—if the restrictions of private
property and private profit were removed! If the power of the monopolists’
hold now combining to withhold from use patents, formulas, inventions, etc.,
were broken—if the bans imposed by the international cartels were ended—
think what that would mean in increasing production and reducing produc-
tion time in every field of industry and agriculture!

The class represented by Johnston and Kaiser naturally don't want the
economy of limited output with monopolistic control by themselves. As for
labor-saving machinery and devices, they are guided by profit considerations
exclusively. And as for the thirty-hour week with adequate minimum wages
for a decent standard of living, they naturally prefer to exploit the labor of
their- workers for forty or forty-eight hours—AT THE SAME WAGES,

That is why to Kaiser the thirty-hour week is a laughing matter and to
Johnston it is “absurd.”

A WORKERS' GOVERNMENT

However, to avoid inhuman unemployment, the thirty-hour week must
become the law. Furthermore, there must be a government peacetime pro-
gram for national improvements and social benefits at least equalling the war
program—in order to win the fight against unemployment.

However, the chances are practically nil for these two indispensable de-
mands being attained unde:'r a capitalist government. It would be a cinch,
however, to reach these very reasonable, possible ahd necessary aims under
a worlsers’ government,

To get that—a workers’ government—the first step is an independent po-
litical party of the workers, based on their unions and entirely free from all
connection with the capitalists ard their politicians.

That is something Reuther has not yet learned—and THAT he will have
to learn if his support of the thirty-hour week is to bear fruit.
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RELEASE IT FOR OUR USE!

Who Is Sabotaging the Soldiers?

By JOHN BERNE

So the workers are sabotaging the
soldiers, are they?

How about the backward and de-
fective equipment being delivered to
the .armed forces that mean sudden
and unexpected death to many men
in the air, on the sea and on land!

Exposures of such contemptible
practices, so flagrantly sacrificing hu-
man life on the altar of profits, have
been published from time to time
throughout the war. They involve
some of the tallest and most stalwart
pillars of the industrial empire of
America—great steel manufacturers,
great electrical equlpment manufac-
turers,

In recent columns of his Washing-
ton Merry-Go-Round, Drew Pearson
continues this horrible saga of profits
against human lives.

Parachute Death Traps

On February 19 it was announced
from Camp Mackall, N. C., that eight
paratroops had drowned “incident to
a training and flight jump.” Pearson
says that these men—like many oth-
ers—were plunged to death because
they could not get free from their
parachutes.

And why could they not get out of
their parachutes to save their lives?
Because, as Pearson explains, the Air
Force parachute has three “release
points.” When a man descends, he
has to release the harness at three
points. This requires two hands. If
one hand is injured or if the flier
cannot coordinate so well, he just
cannot get out of the hdthSh when
Heé Tands. .

Every American aviator, when he

BN

gets to England, gets rid of this death
trap, and turns heaven and earth to
procure a British style of parachute
that has single-point release, oper-
ated with one hand. Brig. Gen. New-
ton Longfellow, of the Eight Air
Force in England, has stated that
“anything but a quick release har-
ness is murder.” Men in the United
States Air Force all know that over
water they haven't the chance of a
snowball in hell when they are har-
nessed to these treacherous para-
chutes.

Not only are the safer types used
by England and by every air force on
earth—except that of this country—
but the safer type was actually in-
vented right here 'by the Irvin Air
Chute Co. of Buffalo, N. Y. For many
yvears the company 'tried to sell the
patent to the United States Army but
failed, and moved its plant to Canada.

Pearson declares: “It gets down to
PATENTS AND PROFITS. Some-
body persuaded U. S. procurement
officials to insist on the fatal para-
chute harness rather than the safer
type.”

Let every soldier, saillor and airman
mull this over in ]lis mind when he
hears the vicious propaganda against
labor as it tries to keep up with liv-
ing costs and maintain decent stand-
ards for all labor ‘both at home and
in the armed forces.

Only after Pearson’s exposure did
the government order a mere 100,000
of the modern parachutes.

Defective Planes

The other exposjre of how lives
are-tgssed away needlessly, pertains
to the manufacture of planes. Pear-

~

to the manufacture of planes. The
defects in planes delivered to the
armed forces by a large plant in
Texas became so extensive that a
chief inspector for the plant resigned
as a prolest. In an affidavit, he de-
clared:

“This statement is not made for
purpose of any grudge or dislike of
firm or of management, but because
of defective planes being delivered.
1 FEEL PRICELESS LIVES OF
YOUNG AVIATORS HAVE BEEN
LOST DUE TO SUCH DEFECTS,
AND MORE WILL BE SACRIFICED
if these planes continue in production
under the slogan ‘push ’em out and
deliver 'em regardless of condition.'”

This inspector reveals defects in
the planes produced by wrong types
of rivets used, by sections twisted
out of alignment, by unsatisfactory
landing gear. The flight hazards were
of such a fundamental nature that
he had to give special lessons to the
experienced test pilot who succeeded
him, on how to handle a B-24 and
avoid being killed. He also testified
to the hush-hush policy of the gen-
eral superintendent of the plant.

What can be the reason for such
criminal practices? What else but the
desire of the company to make money
out of this defective, death-dealing
equipment!

Let the men in the armed forces
bear in mind, when they hear filthy
anti-labor- propaganda, that it is
against these merchants of death
that the workers are struggling for
a- proper livelihood for their own
families and for the family of every
man who toils at home “or at the
fronts.
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Metropolitan Life --Big Rent-Gouger

Landlord Gets 30% Raise

LOS ANGELES—The arrogant Met-
ropolitan Life Insurance Co. decisive-
ly broke all pretense of rental ceil-
ings in *this area recently when the
National Housing Agency in Wash-
ington granted the huge corporation
a thirty per cent increase uver rental
prices previously agreed upor.

A thousand brand-new, modern
apartments have been standing va-
cant in this jampacked and over-
crowded city while the insurance
company, perhaps the biggest single
landlord in the nation, refused to
rent units of its Park La Brea pro-
jeet at prices stipulated when con-
struction priorities were granted in
1941. Under that agreement apart-
ments were to rent from $42 o $68
per month. When the Metropolitan
hung . out the “vacancy” shingle,
however, it asked prices for $61 tfo
$o1! _

To put it in percentage figures for
workers who are familiar with the
“Little Steal” formula, the corpora-
tion demanded increases RANGING
FROM FORTY-THREE TO FORTY-
EIGHT PER CENT!

At these prices, three hundred and
sixteen units were rented before the
OPA formally notified the Metropoli-
tan that ceiling rates were being vio-
lated. The corporation promptly re-
fused to rent any of the remaining
thousand apartments and went over
OPA'S head to another government

\
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bureau, the National Housing Ad-
ministration.

This agency, which had drawn up
the original schedule, obliged with
another. One-bedroom units, origi-
nally to rent for $42, now are $52 to
$54; tworbedrooms. formerly $54, are
now $65" to $74; and three-bedrooms,
once $68, are now $78 to $80! An in-
crease RANGING FROM THIRTY
TO THIRTY-EIGHT PER CENT!

For the Metropolitan this undoubt-
edly constitutes a major victory, far
more important than the resulis in
this one project in Los Angeles. In
recent years this financial giant has
turned more and more to housing
projecis as an outlet for its vast capi-
tal surpluses. A serious and rigorous
program for the control of rents
might prevent the Metropolitan from
reaping “war profits” from that part
of its capital tied up in housing. By
adopting a “tough” attitude the cor-
poration by-passed the OPA and won
an easy victory from the NHA.

As usual, the only serious opposi-
tion the Metropolitan met was not
from the OPA, but from labor. The
Los Angeles war workers housing
committee, however, succeeded in
doing little more than vigorously
protesting the “arbitrary™ attitude of
the company.

Until labor understands that prop-
erty owners like the Metropolitan are
always “arbitrary” when it comes to

protecting their profits they will be
able to do little more than “protest”
at such swindles as this.

ANY GENUINE ATTEMPT TO
CONTROL PRICES AND RENTS
CAN ONLY COME FROM A GOV-
ERNMENT CONTROLLED BY LA-
BOR ITSELF.

Not Advertised

Even if the WLB doesn't grant
steel workers a raise, the steel cor-
porations are expecting the OPA to
give them some. price boosts soon.
So anxibus are they to up their -al-
ready nice profits that they have re-
vealed hitherto secret cost data to
Chester Bowles, OPA chief and one-
time advertising man. Chester prom-
ices that he will not make the in-
formation public unless the com-
panies consent,

Mr. Bowles seems f{o recognize that
this is one case where it pays NOT to
advertise.

It is to be hoped that they will
persist in this attitude. In their or-

ganized strength lies their only
chance of obtaining a fair deal.
N\ = V4

““The major part of the huge food stockpiles
with which the nation’s storage space is crammed
is available for civilians, who cannot get it be-
cause they lack the requisite ration points.”

Thus begins the account of reporter Jefferson
C. Bell in a recent issue of the New York Times.
The government owns, for military and lend-lease

uses,

ests.

Fight in ALP
Subject of Talk
By Shachtman

NEW YORK CITY—Max Shachtman,
national secretary of the Workers
Party, wound up in this city his cur-
rent national speaking tour on the
need for independent labor political
action and for an Independent Labor
Party. Before an audiérice of one
hundred and fifty workers he spoke
on the situation in New York's Amer-
ican Labor Party.

Comrade Shachtman pointed out
that the key problem before the
American working class today is the
establishment of a political party of
its own, independent of the capital-
ist_parties and politicians, with an in-
dependent program' and independent
labor leadership.

Al every point today, labor finds
that its possibilities for economic ae-

{ioir-became. more and more; limited. -

It comes into headlong:conflict with
the government on all issues of
the government on all issues of work-
wages, working hours and conditions
and on every conceivable phase of
social and even personal life.

The speaker made clear the con-
tradiction - between . the advanced
state of organization of American
labor in tHe tradé union field, where
it is the strongest in the world, and
its lack of organization on the po-
litical field, where, by and large, it
continues to support the parties and
politicians of capitalism.

The capitalists protect their inter-
ests through their government and
their political parties. Labor cannot
protect itself, said the speaker, ex-
cept through a government of its
own, which can only be achieved if
labor has its own fighting indepen-
dent political party.

Evalualing' ALP f‘ight

The Workers Party evaluates the
significance and importance of the
present fight in the ALP from these
considerations, Comrade Shachtman
made -clear that the ALP is not ‘a
working class party nor the- vehicle

of independent labor political action. -

It was organized as a labor auxil-
jary of the Demiocratic Party, as a
vote-getting machine for Roosevell.
in his first presidential campaigh in
order to corral labor votes—which
could not be ‘done on the old dis-
credited Democratic ticket. The, ALP
was, therefore, set up to prevent the
development' of  independent labor
political action, and has been main-
tained in the same spirit.

Nevertheless, it was pointed out
by the spéaker that those interested
in independént political actionn must
be interested in the fight now going
on in the American Labor Party on
the issue of “the Hillman plan.”

(Continued on page 4)

‘New York region, only

“only a fraction” of the total amount of
food in storage. The rest is held by private inter- -

An instance is frozen
meat.
676,111,000 pounds
held in storage in the

31,079,833 pounds belongs to
the government. This is a
mere 4.6 per cent of the total.

That means that 95.4 per
cent is the property of private
dealers, manipulators, and war
profiteers.

While this . vast meat stock
remains out of circulation, the
meat consumption of the coun-
try actually decreases. The
present quarter of the year has

seen a six per cent decrease in -

civilian - consumption of meat from
the preceding quarter.

The same is true of many other
feods.

- The reduction.in the government's’

take of butter awill not mean a great

-deal more butter for ¢ivilian chan-

nels. The same is true of cheese‘

Be assured again that “By far the

largest portion of the total quantity
of food in commercial storage now is_
privately held in regular commercial
channels for civilian use.” You can
take the word of F. D. Cronin, re-,
gional director of the Office of Dis-
tribution of the War Food Adminis-
tration, that this is a fact.

A Few “Whys"”

Then why isn't all this food re-
leased for civilian use? Why is it al-
lowed to get stale, rancid and un-
usable —as recently happened to a
huge quantity of eggs and bulter
that not even the speculators wanted
to buy?

Why are people compelled to do
without necessary nourishment while
sctually there.are mountains of food
gpoiling in the wareﬁouses"

The reason given why this food is
held out of ecirculation is that the ra-:
tion point values are so high that
there cannot be a “demand” for it.

Then why aren't ration point wal-
ues reduced or

it is here to be had?

With all this food. around, including

stocks of sugar and other things, why
are not ration values lowered or ra-
tioning removed :altogether - where
there is no shortage?

What reason can there be that
makes any sense at all?

Ration Points and Prices

Can it be that high prices and high
rationing values go together?

Could that be the motive why the
private holders of all this precious
food don’t mind holding it? Why
aren’t they thundering for the low-
ering of ration values so that they
may sell their stocks and realize
profits? Maybe they do all right

(Continued on page 4)

MAILING RIGHTS
RESTORED TO
THE MILITANT

New Crop of Star-Spangled

Millionaires Is Being Born

Just aboul a yed¥ ago the second
class mailing rights of The Militant
were rescinded. With its issue of
March 18, these rights are restored.

By DAVID COOLIDGE

Eugene G. Grace, president of
Bethlehem Steel Corporation, re-
duced his 1943 “incentive compensa-
tion” by fifty-eight per cent. The
United Aircraft Corporation of Con-
necticut turned back $286,000.000 to
the government. Company officials
said that they were ashamed to take

‘However, The Militant has been
informed that each “issue will be
held up beéfore final dispateh to per-
mit the solicitor of the Post Office
Pepartment {o determine is “mail-
ubility.”

The Militant points out that this
constitutes “arbitrary and diserimi-
natory censorship” and a “threat of
further deprivation of mailing
rights.”

LABOR ACTION is wholehearted-
ly with The Militant in protesting
against such ceénsorship of a socialist
paper, i

the money.

,Some Facts—But Don’t Draw

Conclusions Yet

The War Departmtnt announces
that the government is paying twenty
per cent less for equipment and sup-
plies ‘than two years ago. A bomber
that formerly cost $238,000 now costs
$137,000—from the same company. A

company that got $510 each for a .50
caliber machine gun now charges the
government only $200. . Light tanks
that formerly cost $45,000 each, now
are sold for $22,564. A radio trans-
mitter that was given to the gov-
ernment two years ago at the bargain
price of $3,194 is now bought from
the samé manufacturer for $1,302.

These figures are in a recent report
by General Browning, director of
purchases for the War Department,
A total saving of nine billion dollars
has been effected by the government
in the last two years. But in addition
to these nine billions, the War De-
partment says that over twelve bil-
lions.of savings had previously been
effected in reductions in the  esti-

mated costs of equipment and sup-
plies made by the department and in
savings due to changes in contract
prices after the contracts were let.

From these two sources alone, then,
the government claims savings of
twenty-one billion dollars. The man-
ufacturers of war equipment and sup-
plies got twenty-one billion dollars

less than they would have if the’
" prices had remained as of two years

ago, and if there had been no change
in budget figures or in the approved
contract figures.

This is for the War Department
alone and does not include the Navy
Department, which also spends bil-
lions of dollars for war egquipment
with the same.corporations.

These same corporations have also
paid millions and millions of dollars
in taxes the past two years. It is
their conslant claim that taxes are
so “burdensome,” as is alleged in the
case of the railroads, as to “not only
deprive the carriers of a reasonable
return on their investment but also
menace the future of the industry.”

Perhaps the reader will conclude
from all this that the  capitalists—
those staunch defenders of “free en-
terprise” and the “American way of
life"—are in great difficulty, apd that
a “socialistic” government is about
to put them into overalls, or hurl
them into the breadline.

This would be a sad mistake. Cap-

italism still lives. It is in' no danger
from the governmeént—from its gov-
ernment. While it is true that Mr.
Grace reduced his “incentive com-
pensation” fifty-eight per cent for
1943, he still had $42,546 remaining
after he paid his income taxes.

It is true that the United Aitcraft
Corporation got “ashamed” and' gave
$286,000,000 back to the government.
But it is also true that this cotpora-
tion had $17,000,000 in net profits left
after paying millions in taxes and
putting “a little something” away for
“unforeseen contingencies.” DBefore
the war the highest net profit of this
company was $5,000,000.

“Incentive pay” is working well on

all fronts for the corporations, their
officers, stockholders and bondhold-
ers. Big profits, fancy salaries, huge
dividends and juicy interest checks
to . chronic loafers who hold the
bonds are the order of the day.

The Securities and Exchange Com-
mission, in its latest report on profits,
tells a story that should make every
worker ponder over the no-strike
pledge and the labor leaders who in-
sist that the pledge be kept.

A Mere 100 Per Cent of
Profits on Investment

Six corporations in the heavy in-
dustries classification made profits in
142 of over 100 per cent on invested

(Continued on page 3)
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WLB Penalizes Labor
For Fighting

The practice of the WLB in re-
scinding maintenance-of-membership
provisions or in penalizing locals in
various ways where there have been
strikes, only shows what a strangle-
hold this government outfit has been
given by Congress and the Green-
Murray uhion leadership.

In the case of a two-day AFL
strike at a Philadelphia plant, the re-
gional WLB penalized the local by
limiting ‘maintenance-of- ‘membership
rights "only to those who signify in
writing their willingness to contmue
as ‘members of the union.” This
means that . any backward worker,
any seab-minded worker or'any com-
pany union employee could get out
of the union and begin the job of
union-busting with the aid of the
company.

In another instance the WLB de-
nied maintenance - of - membership
rights to a union because it refused
to give a no-strike pledge after a
strike. The regional WLB said that
the union, an independent, was ex-
hibiting a case of “cool, calculated...
short-sighted self-interest.” Further-
more, the actions of the union dem-
onstrated, according to this board,
“that its manner of operation was
not of a responsible character which
-would justify...granting a mainte-
nance-of-membership prdvision.”

In the case of the Cramp ship-
building employees, the WLB Ship-
building Commission acted as a court
and fined the workers for the strike.
'They were fined one month’s retro-
active pay on any wage adjustment
that would be made,

The WLB chastises the workers for
not keeping “their” no-strike pledge. -
They are called “irresponsible” and
violators of a “solemn contractual
obligation.” In the shipyard -case,
John Green and Van Gelder were
praised for their “courage” in order-
ing the men back to work. The board
said that the penalty might have been
more severe if it had not had the

. cooperation of these officials.

This is nonsense and the WLB
knows it is nonsense. Congress
knows it is nonsense, and Roosevelt
knows it is nonsense. If the govern-
ment and the capitalist employers
did not have the cooperation of the
leaders of the AFL and the CIO,
there wouldn't be any WLB to be
“more severe.” Any day the labor
leaders get off the WLB and back to
their organizations where they Dbe-
long, the WLB is finished.

Furthermore, if the labor leaders
would stop giving “cooperation” to
the government and to the captialist
employers, and lead the millions of
workers who pay them, there would-
be no Smith-Connally acts and no
proposals from Roosevelt for a na-
tional service act. The WLB can't
build ships nor planes nor tanks.
Congress can pass anti-labor legisla-
tion but these loud-mouthed place-
holders at $10,000 a year, couldn't
produce a single airplane.

Hutcheson Likes His
Kind of Unemployment

William Hutcheson, president of
the Brotherhood of Carpenters, has
written an article called “Labor and
the Presidential Election.” Hutche-
son's union is the AFL internationsl

that has been accused for years of

seding in too much in per capita tax.
It is said that Hutcheson pays for
members he doesn’t have in order to
increase the vote of the carpenters
at the AFL convention. Hutcheson
is also a Republican and is the hig
guy that John L. Lewis knocked
under a seat at the 1935 AFL con-
vention. He is the Republican coun-
terpart of Dan Tobin, who is the
Democratic Party's labor lieutenant.

At any rate Hutcheson has writ-
ten a political article. There are six
points or demands on the two major
political parties for the 1944 elec-
tions. Hutcheson speaks for all of la-
bor—so he says, and his points are
labor's demands—so he says.

The first pojnt is “the preservation
of free enterprise.” He fears that
after the elections Rooseveld or
Willkie may institute socialism, and
Big Bill is against that. He'Hl defend
“free enterprise” any day against the
onslaughts of Roosevelt and Willkie,.
Bill is for capitalism, because under
socialism he would have te go to
work. When a man has been away
from the saw and hammer for thirty
or forty years, unemployment at $20,-
000 a year is not to be sneezed at.

The second point calls for “the
abatement of bureaucracy.” This is
too sudden!. The president of the car-
penters’ international, an AFL .craft
union, comes out against bureau-
cracy. He says that “bureaucracy...
is choking our democratic institu-.
tions.” Which democratic institu-
tions? The carpenters’ union under
Hutcheson? The AFL executive
council?

This is enough.. The other four
points can be passed by.
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[NEWS A

AND VIEWS FROM THE LABOR FRONT

Michigan Forms New Party

By BEN HALL

(This is the second and concludmg
article reporting the formation of
the ‘Michigan Commonwealth Feder-
ation.) .

»

Ci0 POLITICAL
ACTION COMMITTEES

Intimately connected with election
policies was the a‘tt1tude ‘toward the

"CIO Political Action ‘Committee on

a national and local scale. The con-
ference arrived at no policy whatso-
ever. This was inevitable. Unable to
reach agreement on where they
stand in relation to the “friends of
labor,” they could not have any uni-
fied opinion on the chief defenders
of the “friends of labor” within the
CIO, namely, Sidney Hillman's Po-
litical Action Committee.

Brendon Sexton, one of the “wise”
strategists at sthe conference, found
this formula to straddle the issue:
There is no guarantee that the PAC
may not support some of our candi-
dates.

But there is a guarantee that the
PAC will support so-cdlled “friends
of labor” within the Democratic
Party. Where does the conference
stand on that? No reply. Some dele-
gates spoke of going into the PAC
local groups to capture them for the
new party. But witheut a policy in
opposition to the PAC it will be ex-
tremely difficult {o shake it. More-
over the conference decided that the
new party will he neutral where it
does mot run a candidate. The
greatest likelihood is that the mem-
bers of the nmew party in 'the PAC
will go along with the policy of the
PAC and not vice versa. He who has
no -policy generally finds himself
towed along by someone who has,

-Here again an irreconcilable diver-
gence of opinion was revealed on the
floor. The recommendations commit-
tee report,proposed that members of
the new party must “renounce the
old-line parties.” This seemed to
puzzle Tracy Doll. Does this mean,
he asked, that I would be thrown
out of this party if I campaigned for
a Democrat in the next election? Doll
is one of the leaders of Labor's Pro-
gressive League and works closely

withthe PAC.

The question stunned the confer-
ence leaders. Paul Silvers stated that
it was his opinion that one could not
go oul and -campaign for Democrats
and remain a member of the new
party. Hammond, however, mumbled
a few words to the effect that Doll
could do so as an individual but not
in the name of the new party. What
is the policy? No one knows because
there is none.

COMMUNISTS, SOCIALISTS
AND TROTSKYISTS

The recommendations committee
proposed the following statement: “It
[the new partyl shall never accept
into membership any individual or

group belonging to a rival party or

espousing principles contrary to its
own policies and platform.”

A motion was made from the floor
and opposed by the leadership that
the reference to “policies and plat-
form” be, deleted and changed to
“hasic principles.” This motion was
carried after one of the delegates ex-
plained that they must permit legiti-
mate differences to exist on what
their program and policies should be.

But this discussion led to a series
of gquestions addressed to the leaders
of the conference. One was: “What
rival parties are referred to?" It was
obvious that the Communist Party
was not aimed at here because by
the rules of the conference one had
to sign a pledge in general agreement
with the aim of establishing a Labgr
Party. That already ruled out the CP.

Blaine Marrin, chairman of the
recommendations committee, replied:
“That refers to communists, socialists
and trotskyists.” But Silver had a dif-
ferent interpretation: “This refers to
the Democratic and Republican Par-
ties.”

CONSTITUTIONAL
CONVENTION
Discussion of the
convention centered
points: (1) the date;
representation.

constifutional
around two
(2) the basis of

The conference leadership proposed
ihat the convention be held within
seven months. This was adopted af-
ter several other proposals, aimed at
a speedier convention, were defeated.

One of the delegates revealed the
real reason for the long delay. “Let's
wait,” he said, “and see what the
Demoecratic and Republican Parties
do.”

After the Democratic Party con-
vention and after the PAC has al-
ready chosen candidates for endorse-
mendt, it will then be possible for the
leadership of the new party to run
candidates in “safe” districts where
they will not conflict with the so-
called “friends of labor” and the
PAC. In that way the possibility of
rupture between the ‘friends of la-
bor’ ’advocates and those who oppose
this policy in the leadership can be
avoided.

The existing committee will deter-
mine the basis for representatibn at

the forthcoming convention. What its .

bagis will be in outline was made
clear by the speeches made by the
leadership on the floor of the con-
ference. They stated that this party
must not be dominated by any one
group but must include workers, pro-
fessionals, farmers, small business
people and others. :

But in Michigan the CIO domi-
nates. Therefore, if representation is
in proportion to membership all the
non-labor ‘elements might be scared
off. Some method pof representation
which will give unwarranted influ-
ence to non-labor and rmddle class
grou,ps will be devised.

THE NAME OF
THE NEW PARTY

The name finally decided upon was
borrowed directly from the CCF:
“Michigan Commonwealth Federa-
tion.” The same spurious line of rea-
soning employed in discussing the
basis of representation was employed
in this connection as well. Silver
spoke at some length, complaining
how difficult it was to find a name.
He said, in effect: “We cannot call
ourselves Farmer-Labor Party be-
cause we are not a party only of
workers, nor are we only a party of
workers and farmers. We are a party
of the common people.”

The “common- people” came into
their own at this conference. One
delegate took the floor to point out
that the middle class sections of the
“common people” could only get
what they want by supporting labor
and that the labor nature of the
party should not be hidden.

When the matter came to a vote
“Labor Party” received about half
a dozen votes. “Farmer-Labor Par-
ty" received about twenty-five votes.
“Commonwealth Federation” was
carried by an overwhelming majori-
ty. This vote can be attributed more
to the success of the CCF than to
any other single factor. It is to be
noted that the word “Cooperative"”
has been dropped. The Canadian or-
ganization is the Cooperative Com-
monwealth Federation, but the Mich-
igan party will be called Common-
wealth Federation.

THE PROGRAM OF
THE CONFERENCE

The conference hardly began to
discuss its program and platform.
This will come before the constitu-
tional convention.

But the fate of our poor socialistic
liberals in this connection is wvery
comical. They had hoped that in re-
turn for being reasonable and co-
operative and of covering up for the
“friends of labor” policy, they would
be permitted to write the program,

All their attention was devoted to
the panel on “Platform and Policy.”
None other than Maynard Krueger
was present for this historic occasion.
The panel labored for hours. Their
program was reported out briefly
and then it was forgotten. When they
complained that their report was not
discussed and not even given to the
delegates in mimeographed form
they were told: Not enough time;
and we ran out of papér.

FOR CONSISTENT LABOR
POLITICAL ACTION

The conference left every impor-
tant political question unsettled. Sup-
porters of independent political ac-
tion by labor must go to the coming
convention and FIGHT for a CON-
SISTENT policy. First place is oc-
cupied by the crucial question of the
attitude toward the so-called progres-
sives in the old parties. The policy
must be:

No support to the “friends” of la-
bor. For independent political action,

Leaders of CIO Political Action Committee
Agam Boost ““Their Friend” at Detroit Meeting

By BEN HALL

DETROIT, Mar. 12—The CIO Politi-
cal Action Conference held here to-
day under the auspices of the Sixth
Regional CIO Political Action Com-
mittee makes several facts stand out
clearly:

Four Points Clear .

1) Despite all the fanfare accom-
panying its formation and all the
energy devoted to its construction,
the CIO Political Action Committee
has been unable to arouse any real
degree of enthusiasm among the
membership of the CIO and is mak-
ing progress, if at all at a snail's
pace.

2) The policy of the PAC is to
function as a labor adjunct of the
Democratic Party. The leaders of the
CIO are fully decided on support to
Roosevelt for a fourth term, and
they subordinate all their political
action to this objective.

3) The Communist Party is the
most virulent enemy of the forma-
tion of a genuine Independent Labor
Party, and in this connection serves
as front line fighter for the top lead-
ership of the PAC,

4)' The leadership of the mnewly
formed Michigan Commonwealth
Federation, favoring the formation of
an independent party but following
a confused and inconsistent policy,
are unable to reply to the policy of
the’ PAC with a clear call for sup-
port to a Labor Party. )

August Scholle, Michigan CIO re-
gional director and chairman of the
Sixth Reégion CIO Political Action
Commitiee, pleading time after time
at the conference for volunteers to
get the work started on a local scale,
emphasized thereby a complete in-
ability to get precinet and ward cap-
tains to enroll the membership of
the CIO into the PAC.

R. J. Thomas said: “We are in a
very confusing pesition about politi-
cal action in the state of Michigan.”
He complained that local unions
pledged to send hundreds of dele-
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gates to the conference but never
came through on their promise.

It is significant that this comfer-
ence, officially sponsored by the CIO,
could gather together little more than
two hundred delegates, which is few-
er than the number that attended the
conference of the “unofficial” Michi-
gan Commonwealth Federation one
week previously—a conference repu-
diated by the official top leadership
of the CIO. .

President Thomas Speaks

R. J. Thomas devoled four-fifths
of a speech to attacking the Michigan
Commonwealth Federation. He made
clear that he is for the re-election of
Roosevelt, “That’s my individual po-
sition,” he said. “It is mot the offi-
cial position of the CIO, Bui, on
the other hand, the CIO has neot said
that it will not take such a position.”
Thomas repeated his opposition to
the Little Steel formula and the na-
tional service act. The CIO program,
he said, is the most progressive yet
devised and that is the program for
the elections.

In his lengthy speech, Thomns was
completely unable to solve one big
contradiction: If laber is to op;pose
the Little Steel formula and the
“draft la.‘m{r” act in the elections,
how can it further these objectives
and at the same time support Roose-
velt, who stands for these anti-labor
measures?

Senator Novack, in a speech sec-
onded later by Nat Ganley, Stalinist
leader, stated: “We must go intp the
Demgcratic primaries and get some
of our people nominated.”

Role of the Communists

The most virulent speech at the
conference against the formation of
a Labor Party came from Nat Ganley
of Local 155, chief mouthpiece for the
latest line of Stalin and Earl Brow-
der: “Either you are for.ihe present

CIO pelicy, which means support to

Rooseyelt, or you are against it in
the third party movement,” he said.
It is not necessary to report his

speech at length here—one g¢an rea
it every day in the Daily -Worker.
Scholle, speaking after Ganley, said:
“I am in complete accord with what
Ganley said here.” '

Paul Silver, organizational director
of the MCF, spoke in reply to Presi-
dent Thomas,

The policy of the MCF established
at its conference last week favors
“neutrality” in the elections wherever
the MCF does not run its own can-
didates.. Members of the MCF, in
such instahces, may vote for whom-
ever they please. In his speech at
the PAC conference, Silver made it
clear that he is for the re-election of
Roosevelt and looks upon the forma-
tion of the MCF as the best method
of carrying Michigan for FDR in 1944,

Silver is also-unable to get himself
out of a major contradiction. Favor-
ing the formation of an independent
party and critical of the Democratic
and Republican Parties, he is at the
same time in favor of supporting
Roosevelt as a “friend of labor,” But
if you can support one friend of la-
bor, why not support them all? If
you are for the LEADER of the
Democratic Party, how can yeu op-
pose rallying behihd him WITHIN
that same party? This d:lemma is
what takes the edge off all of Sil-
ver’s otherwise fine argumentation
for a Labor Party.

It is this same dilemma that com-
pels Silver to string along with the
PAC and at the same time prevents
him from fighting for his own policy.
As he put it: “f am here as a mem-
ber of the CIO with no thought of
capturing the ward and precinct or-
ganization of the CIO. I have always
gone along in favor of ward and pre-
cinet organization.”

No other leaders of the Mlch1gan
Commonwealth Federation took the
floor. Very eloquent last week at
their own conference on the possi-

. bilities of winning over the PAC to

the suppont of MCF candidates, they
were as close-mouthed as clams at
the PAC conference.
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CIO Wins Three-
Way Battle in
Philadelphia
lransportation

'PHILADELPHIA—The victory of the

CIO Transport Workers Union over
the company union and ‘the AFL
Amalgamated Association of Street,
Electric Railway & Motor Coach Em-
ployees as the bargaining agent for
almost eleven thousand f{ransport
workers of the Philadelphia Trans-
portation Co. has brought to a close
a long and very heated three-way
battle.

How Workers Voted

Close to nine thousand of the elev-
en thousand wcrkers voted in the
election thar has created much bit-
terness between the AFL and the
ClO in this area, where a great deal
of co-operation had previously ex-
isted. The fight over who was to
represent the PTC workers, plus the
struggle in the United Labor Com-
miltee (AFL-CIC), which James L.
MeDevitt of tha AFL nhas just ais-
solved, has almost completely
eclipsed the great victory over the
company union which long domi-
nated the field.
~ The workers were divided into
three categories, transportation work-
ers, maintenance workers and office
workers. The fransportation work-
ers voled- CIO, 3118; PTC, 1459; and
AFL, 1249, Maintenance workers
voted: CIO, 1292; PTC, 356; and AFL,
408. The office workers, whose bal-
lot permitted them to vote for either
the company union or no union,
voted in the majority for the com-
pany union.

The Amalgamated had a clear con-
test with only the company union up
to about a year ago, when the CIO
Transport Workers Union entered
the field. Since then the Amalga-
mated has carried on a hysterical
anti-communist campaign which has
been in part the cause of their de-
feal.

AFL Didn't Stand Up

In the midst of the campaign the
FEPC ordered the company to up-
grade Negroes employed in mainte-
nance. Negroes are not employed in
any jobs that cause them to come in
contact with the public. The com-
pany union refused to carry out the
order of the FEPC. Both the AFL
and the CIO condemned the company
union, but the CIO stand was far
more outspoken and consistent with
the best interests of unionism. The
national policy of the AFL on the
Negro question was too well known
to have caused high hopes.

In November, during the CIO na-
tional convention, all CIO members
put on their buttons. The company
refused to tolerate this, with the re-
sult that the street cars in many sec-
tions of the city were tied up be-
cause of workers' resentment.

The show of militancy on the part
of the workers won further adher-
ents to the CIO, despite the fact that
their leaders were busy passing mo-
tions on the no-strike pledge. In-
stead of goading the AFL into some
kind of progressive action, the strike
only caused them to yell “reds”

louder.

For a labor organization to call
upon workers to vote for it because
it * ‘opposed communism before there
was a Dies Committee” or because
“the leaders of the TWU are New
Yorkers,” may speak well for a two-
bit politician, but it certainly didn't
tell the PTC workers what the Amal-
gamated was going fo do if it won,
especially after it had been sitting
tight for quite a while. On the other
hand, the Transport Workers Union
concentrated its main line of fire on
the company union.

PTC workers voted for the CIO
in order to have a progressive union
that believes in militant action be-
‘hind its demands. However, the
Quill type of leadership stands for
anything but that. Any fight for their
demands will soon bring them into
conflict with the Communist-domi-
nated leadership of the Transport
‘Workers Union. The PTC workers
must make THIS union what THEY
want it to be.

WHO ARE THE
EIGHTEEN PRISONERS?

The Civil Rights Defense Com-
miftee has issued a new pamphlet
entitled “Who Are the Eighteen
Prisoners in the Minneapolis Labor
Case?”

It gives a short history of the case
and biographical sketches of the
prisoners. The foreword is written
by James T. IFarrell, well known nov-
elist, who is chairman of the com-
mittee.

The pamphlet sells for ten cents
and can be procured in any gquantity
by writing to the committee at 160
Fifth Avenue, New ¥York €City.

WORLD EVENTS

By Europacus

Meaning of Strike in North Italy

In spite of the Nazi occupation, in
spite of Mussolini’s new guard of
armed thugs, the North Italian work-
ers are again in the middle of a

great struggle. By no- means are
their energies exhausted. The Italian
revolution started last ‘year; it now
passes through another stage — not
yet the final stage. What an answer
to the faint hearted who, every time
there is a period of comparative qui-
et, affirm anew that the Italian work-
ers are passive and have no real in-
terest in politics! The Italian masses
have not forgotten that last year it
was they who forced the tottering
fascist regime to abdicate; the masses
have learned the value and the might
of their concerted action—the “lib-
eral” and “democratic” leaders have
learned nothing,

Churchill’'s speech supporting Ba-
doglio and the King threw Italian
liberal circles into bewilderment.
Sforza was shocked and Croce was
desperate. A meeting of the Liberal,
Socialist, Communist and Action
Parties was called. What could be
done? Somebody hit on a brilliant
idea—a strike in protest against

. Churchill's speech. A strike? Oh,

but not a real strike, you know, just
something to give the workers a
chance to let off some steam. The
workers’ patience is exhausted; liv-
ing conditions have become impos-
sible; the people are starving, and
the black marketeers are flourishing.
Just a token strike—a nice little ten-
minute strike, and after that every-
body will quietly go home, and the
“liberals” et al. will have done their:
duty.

Why Naples Strike Was Called Off

But even this ten-minute strike was
not to the liking of the Allied Mili-
tary Commission. In that case, de-
cided the “liberal” and
heroes,

“socialist”
if they do not want us to

strike, that's really a shame. We'll,

just have to call off the strike. And
so they did. Instead of the strike
there was a mass meeting — with

powerful speeches—and everybody
went home and tried to sleep on an
empty stomach.

What a contrast this despicable
mess makes to the workers in the
North of Ifaly. Such incidents show

clearly who will shape the destiny of

Italy: neither Sforza nor Croce nor
the “socialists” nor the “Stalinists” of
Naples.

Brewster Local Must Fight
Company Union-Busting Plans

. NEW YORK CITY+The leadership

of Brewster Local 365 is dangerously
retreating in a desperate “effort to
ward off some of the heavy blows
being struck at their union by the
enemies of the labor .movement. -

Their effort to either sidestep is-

sues that they are forced to answer
or to avoid taking up the fight against
blows that the company is aiming di-
rectly at the union, has placed the
entire local in a perilous spot.

The membership, on the other
hand, has seen the danger. It has
recognized in many ‘recent cases that
the backsliding of the local's leader-
ship under the pressure of the com-
pany’'s aggressive acts has only
helped to tie a noose around the
union’s neck, and it has expressed
the desire to fight back against these
union-busting moves of the company
before it is too late.

At the last meeting in Long Island
City, wl}en more than 2,000 members
present took the union leadership to
task for its failure to put up an ade-
guate fight in behalf of four wing
department.. stewards. who. were
framed and fired by the company
for their fight in behalf of the men
in- their department, it was a clear
indication that the members of the
union refuse to lie down before the
company’'s constant effort to break
the union's strength in the plant.

Policy on Layoffs Heed,ed

Throughout the shop the workers
are constantly in turmoil, fearing im-
pending layoffs. Since Christmas,
men and women have been laid off
by the thousands, and layoffs occur
with such frequency that the one

question everyone asks is “Who is

next?” 1
Still the union leaders have mot is-
sued one statement in explanation

of their failure to do anything to
halt the layoffs, nor do they bother
to inform the union members where
the axe is about fo fall next. No pro-
vision has been made to aid laid-off
members of the local, and no efforts
are being made to organize shops in
the surrounding area. The member-
ship wants ‘action on the part of the
union to do what it can to prevent
these layoffs and to aid those who
have become its victims.

Added to this situation where lay-
offs are ever present, and the sword
constantly hangs over the heads of
militant and aggressive stewards,
there is a virtual fréeze on upgrad-
ing throughout the plant. There is
no cause for this except the desire
of the company to lower the shop
standards. The membership feels that
a fight must be started immediately
to end this freeze.

In one of the few departments

where the company needs men badly,
the machine shop, three “A” and
“B” milling machine men were laid
off last week at the same time that
trainees were hired to work the
same machines at seventy-seven cents
an hour. This is a direct threat to
the entire wage structure in the
plant, and the unwillingness of the
shop cnmlmttee to fight this case
places every, “A” and “B” man in the
machine shop in danger.

Men and women in the plant who
were laid off have been rehired by
the company several days later at a
lower rate and classification,

The union must put its foot down
immediately. The retreat must he
halted or the company will move
with greater rapidity in an effort to
kill Local 365. The membership must
fight to keep every right it has won

—rights that were won only through

years of bitter sacrifice and struggle.

Aluminum w»xkers Meet

LOUISVILLE, ‘Ky. — Following the
announcement that $250,000 in back
wages would be shared by workers
in nine Louisville aluminum plants,
a three-day convention of the Inter-
national Council of the AFL Alumi-
num & Tinfoil Workers of America
was held here. The convention was
attended by representatives of 35,000
members in the United States and
Canada.

Eli Brand, secretary of the Baton
Rouge Aluminum Workers Union,
criticized before the delegates the
government's policy of subsidizing
the aluminum industry (Alcoa) in
Canada. This, he said, is causing cur-
tailment of production of ‘that metal
as much as fifty per cent in some
United States plants. -

Philip Culter, union organizer in
Canada, charged the government with
encouraging an anti-union movement
in Canada by the aluminum com-

pany. A resolution was passed assail-
ing the “cheap wages” prevailing for
workers in Canada.

The United States government pays
twenty-six cents per pound for alu-
minum from Alcoa’s subsidized Can-
adian plant, but as low as fifteen
cents per pound for aluminum made
in United States plants. Thus the
“win the war” Administraion fur-
mshes big business with the “ideal”
atmosphere for its “sacrificial” par-
ticipation in the war effort—a guar-
anteed market for a high priced
product, low wages for workers and
an anti-labor pelicy to boot,

A convenlion resolution condemned
proposals for a national service act
as a step toward “slave labor” and as
a measure which would conscript
and impose involuntary servitude
upon labor, “contrary to the Consti-
tution of the United States.”
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By EUGENE VAUGHN |

In a recent article discussing the
Baruch Plan, it was pointed out
that the crux of the plan is to con-
tinue in the post-war period the re-
actionary economic system which
Baruch calls a “free economy.” It is
a misnomer to'call the capitalist sys-
tem “free enterprise.” As it func-
tions today it is very far from free.
It is an economy based upon the
monopolistic control by a few indus-
trialists and financiers. This point
needs emphasis and elaboration.

A free economy in the classical
sense of the word is an economy
composed of many small producers.
Each producer turned out only a
part of the total supply of the com-
modity which was sold on the mar-
ket and consequently free competi-
tion prevailed. As many were com-
peting for the same market, all the
producers found it necessary to in-
troduce more efficient methods of
production, so that they could sell
cheaply and undersell their competi-
tors. They had to compete for capi-
tal equipment, for raw materials, for
labor, on a free and open market.
That type of economy, long ago
passed, was a free economy.

When Baruch even suggests that
such a “free economy” can exist af-
ter the war, he is trying to pull the
wool over the eyes of the working
masses of the United States. We need
only to go to a report issued by Ba-
ruch’s own government to throw this
deceit back into Mr, Baruch's teeth,
We are referring to the facts re-
vealed by the investigation of the
Temporary National Economic Com-

‘Baruch Plan Is for Monopoly
Capitalism--NotFree Economy

mittee which was submitted to Pres-
ident Roosevelt in March, 1941.

Corporate ownership in the United
tates is concentrated in the hands of
a few large corporations, which in
turn .are controlled by a small group
of wealthy families and individuals.
These corporations, by virtue of their
large holdings, dictate market pol-
icy, business conditions and methods
of production. With these super cor-
porations in control of the American
economy, it is impossible for the free
play of competition {o prevail.
Instances of Monopoly

For instance, the steel industry of
the United States is dominated by the
U. S. Steel Corporation, which
owns outright forty per cent of the
steel holdings in the country. It is
two and a half times as large as its
closest rival, Bethlehem Steel Corpo-
ration, which owns fifteen per cent
of the steel holdings in the United
tates. |
. Here we see an example where two
companies Qpossess outright fifty-five
per cent of the steel holdings in the
nation and by virtue of this can dom-
inate the entire steel industry.

The aluminum industry is almost
completely controlled by one com-
pany, the Aluminum Company of
America, Alcoa. The production of,
sleeping and parlor cars is likewise
completely controlled” by one com-
pany, the Pullman Co. The tele-
phone service is practically the mo-
nopoly of one company, the Ameri-
can Telephone and Telegraph Co.

One can go on and on to multiply
instance upon instance of monopolist
control to prove that a free economy

way

Loyal to His Class

Three years ago last week James McNamara died in jail.

He had been imprisoned thirty years when he died. His
“crime’’ was that he tried to organize the workers in Los An-
geles. The bosses framed him on the charge that he had
thrown a bomb in the building of the Los Angeles Times.
There was no tangible evidence—but that didn’t matter. Such
things as evidence are unimportant to boss courts when they
want to put honest and aggressive union leaders out of the

McNamara had the opportunity to be a “respectable”
labor leader in the eyes of the goyernment and the bosses.

does not exist in the United States.

The conceniration of economic
power in the Uniled States can bet-
ter be appreciated by observing the
following fact: the total wealth con-
trolled by corporations in this coun-
try in the year 1937 was 303 billion
dollars, according to the U. 8. Treas-
ury Deparitment. However, one-ienth
of one per cent of all American cor-
porations. controlled forty-five per
cent of all corporate assets,

How Monopolists Control

Given this great concentration of
economic power and wealth, the
leaders of industry can do almost as
they like. The malpractices of mo-
nopolists are many. New methods,
machines and inventions are not
used if doing so would mean scrap-
ping existing equipment or if the
monopolists believe an innovation
will not be profitable or lead to
lower prices. A monopolist will leave
his factories idle, thus causing un-
employment, if he believes that an
increase in the supply of commod-
ities will lower prices.

Monopoly control of industry thus
impedes the raisihg of the standard
of living by limiting production. It
guarantees super profits to a small
group of people. No more perfect
mechanism for making. the poor
poorer or the rich richer can be de-
vised.

It is this type of economy which
Mr. Baruch wishes to continue inte
the post-war period, calling it hypo-
critically a “free economy.” The type
of system which is to Baruch’s bour-
geois liking is a capitalist sysitem
bound hand -and foot by the collec-
tive monopolistic control of a few
titans of big business and finance,

Only Half the Story

The recognition of the abuses
which prevail in a monopolistic so-
ciety is not enough for the American
working class, as it tells only half of
the story. Integration of industry has
its economic advantages as well. The
centralization of control over indus-
try and the integration of the pro-
ductive process is not.a bad thing.

It is the abuse of this integrated
organization by monopolists who are
concerned with profit and not with
the welfare of people that is bad.

But the utilization of the modern

system of integrated large-scale pro- -

duction in the interest of the work-
ing class is possible only with a
working class government control-

Setting the Stage for a National Slave Labor Law

By WALTER WEISS

The labor draft isn't dead yet—far
from it.

We are told the armed forces have
not been getting all the men they
need. The President orders a re-ex-
amination of occupational defer-
ments. Lo and behold! there is
again a “manpower shortage.” Very
likely, the stage is being set for a
new drive on behalf of the Austin-
Wadsworth slave labor bill.

There has been talk of allowing
some reconversion to civilian pro-
duction, - Dangerous talk, say the
Army and Navy. They say a man-
power shortage exists—whether one
really exists or not. The War Man- .
power Commission’'s discovery that
the country was over the manpower
hump, Mme. Perkins’' statements to

- the same effect, the numerous and

serious cutbacks—all a mistake, all
an illusion.

Oh No—Not Against Strikes!

President Roosevelt, in calling for
a “national service” act on January
12, put FIRST the consideration that
“it will prevent strikes.”

Nothing is heard now about strike-
breaking. Senator Austin always em-
phasizes in hearings before the Sen-
ate Military Affairs Committee that
his bill is not offered as a means of
stopping strikes. By leading dques-
tions, he recently brought Secretary
of the Navy Knox to testify that the
bill didn’t have this as its purpose.
Austin himself added that there was
no reference, to strikes in the bill.

The senator must have given way
to a moment of thoughtless excite-
ment on January 4, when, comment-
ing on General Marshall's bitter at-

tack against labor, he said that the
rail and steel disputes “acceniunate
the need for a national service act.”

At the same time Representative
May, chairman of the House Military
Affairs Committee, said: “If indus-
irial disputes continue and require it
we will bring| the bill out—and
promptly, too.”

About a week later, Austin was
speaking more cautiously, On Janu-
ary 12 he told the Senate Military Af-
fairs Commititee that his bill was not
designed to end strikes, “although jt
would tend to remove the cause of
stoppages.” It would do this by re-
moving “competition for " higher
wages in a tight labor pool.”

On February 16, President William
Creen of the AFL testified that the
Austin-Wadsworth bill provided for
forced labor. Not at all, said Austin.
When there is a shortage of labor,
the President must first call for vol-
unteers. If this doesn’'t meet the sit-
uation, the draft is resorted to. How-
ever, nobody would be forced to
work, even if convicted of violating
the law.

That's right. Nobody would . be
forced to work. A person conyicted
of refusing to work would merely be
fined not more than $1,000 and would
be jailed not more than six months.
Perfect “freedom” to work or not to
work, as guaranteed by the Consti-
tution, would—you see—remain.

Senator Austin is right. There's
nothing about strikes in the bill. It
would just give the President the
power to assign or to coptinue work-

“ers in particular occupations and par-

ticular plants where a shortage ex-
isted or was threatened.
Doesn’t this mean that strikers

(the big Hamburg shipyard) in ten.
sleep' for hours.

city. There news items of the British

tude is that there must be no return

Hamburg Workers Want New Party

The International Transport Workers Federation releases the follow-
ing report of Swedish workers who left Hamburg in December: “Sys-
tematic dawdling on the job is practically universal. In Swedish under-
takings a worker turns out more in eight hours than in Blohm & Voss

for repairs, where there is little Gestapo supervision, they just go to
“Small workers' resistance groups regularly hold meetings in the

particularly they listen to the London broadcast entitled “For German
Seamen.”... At the shipyard it is very difficult to carry on sabotage.
Everywhere there are spies working for the Gestapo or Labor Front, so
that workers must be constan"tly on their guard.
" “It is not possible to talk much with foreign workers, partly owing
to the language difficulty. Often, however, bread is given to war pris-
oners looking very bad, although this is strictly prohibited.

“In Hamburg workers’ circles there is much discussion about the
mistakes of the past and the prospects of the future. A common afti-

When workers are sent to ships

radio broadcasts are reported and

to either the Communist Party or

could be “inducted” and ordered back
to work as ‘“indusfrial soldiers”?
Doesn’t it mean that new workers
could be brought in to act as strike-
breakers?

Wages and Union Membership

All the supporters of the bill have
also emphasized that it does not cut
wages nor prevent union member-
ship.

This is about as true as their state-
ments concerning strikes.
allows a worker to join a union—but
does not oblige him to do so. If.a
union has a closed or union shop con-
tract, what then? THE EMPLOYERS
HAVE BEEN TRYING FOR YEARS
TO HAVE THE CLOSED SHOP
OUTLAWED.

Wages will not be cut, they say.
Can wages be raised? As Austin so
blithely says, the bill will do away
with “constant wage competition.”

The Austin-Wadsworth bill is just a
slick lawyer’s substitute for an out-
and-out anti-strike law. Its words are
innocent, its purposes deadly.

Stimson’s “Tonic” .

Secretary of War Stimson in Senate '

testimony and in a radio speech,

(Continued from page 1)

capital after payment of taxes. Con-
solidated Aircraft made a profit of
117 per cent AFTER taxes. Of
course, this corporation is among the
howlers about taxes being too high,
but its profit before taxes was 578
per cent!

The whole aircraft imdustry had the
highest profits: 37 per cent affer the
payment of taxes. About two years
ago it was reported that aircraft
profits were to be limited to 15 per
cent. Right, behind aircraft was met-
al-working machinery with a 25 per
cent profit, and screw machine prod-
ucts with 80 per cent. This is the
“American way of life” in operation.
This is the “free enterprise” system.

One aireraft company came very
near going broke in 1942, In 1941 its
profit after taxes was 421 per cenf,
but in 1942 profits had been reduced
to the starvation level of only 42 per
cent. North American Aviation man-
aged to squeeze out a 65 per cent
profit after taxes. If there are any
workers at North American who
were there at the time of the strike
they will remember that Roosevelt
gave the Army its first combat ex-

The bill ¢

showed how good he was at playing
Austin’s shyster game. The -main
idea of the bill, said he, is to act as
a moral tonic. It will make clear to
all citizens what their patriotic duty
is. Once they know, they will prob-

ably do the right thing. If not—"this *

moral duty has also behind it the
force of appropriate legal sanctions
and penalties.” In other words, A
ONE THOUSAND DOLLAR FINE
AND SIX MONTHS IN JAIL.

But this is more than just an anti-
strike bill. It will keep workers from
leaving jobs for others “which they
think will offer them better pay”
(Stimson). This will end the “shock-
ing turnover” in industry. INCIDEN-
TALLY, IT WILL NOT END—BUT
INCREASE — PROFITS, WHICH
HAVE RISEN EACH YEAR OF THE
WAR EVEN WITHOUT SUCH. AID.

If the closed shop is outlawed, if
strikes are broken, if wage stand--
ards are cut, if profits soar—all that
will be incidental, don't you know!
The main purpose of the bill—please
forget any hasty statements made a
month or two ago—will be, of course,
to furnish men for the armed forces
and replacements in the shops and
mines. This we can't believe,

Millionaires - -

Co. made 89 per cent after taxes;

"Cleveland Tractor, 34 per cent; Vul-

tee Aircraft, 47 per cent; Beech Air-
craft, 153 per cent; Jacobs Aircraft
Engine, 175 per cent.

Star-Spangled Millionaires
Are Being Born '

When these huge profits are ap-
proached in another way, it can eas-
ily be seen that ‘the biggest crop of
brand-new star-spangled millionaires
ever known in history is being born
today. Randolph E. Paul, general
counsel of the Treasury, said' that
even if the war ended right now,
present tax laws would give the big
corporations a “windfall” of forty-
five and a half billion ollars. This
windfall is called a tax refund to be
used for “conversion to peace.” The
truth of the matter is that this so-
called refund is a government sub-
sidy to big business.

Workers’ wages are stabilized, the
cost of living rises forty-five per cent,
labor leaders chant their no-strike
hymn, while the government gives a
gift of forty-five and a half billion
dollars to big capitalist monopolists
t0 be added to their huge profits,

BRA i o v

cause,

But instead he was a loyal member of his class,-fighting in
the interests of his class, suffering martyrdom in labor’s

ling production. Baruch thinks in
terms of monopoly profit. The work-
ing class must think in terms of its

the Social-Democratic Party in their old forms. A big Spcialist Party
must be created, far more radical than the old Secial-Democrats, but
in no case a party based on dictatorial methods.”

own, welfare,

Over two hundred delegates, alternates and visitors were pres-
ent at the third regular national convention of the Workers Party”
of the United States. The convention, meeting,in the midst of war,
reflected the triumph of the program and actiyities of the outstand-
ing revolutionary socialist organization in the country.

Those assembled came from coast to coast and al parts of the
country. They were, in their overwhelming number, industrial
workers. They were active unionists and in the forefront of the
struggle to defend the interests of the working class and the labor
movement against the drive of big business, utilizing the war, to
smash it. They represented the most oppressed minority in the
country, the Negro people. They carried the program of the Work-
ers Party in fheir daily work; and they were building for the so-
cialist future.

The convention was the high point-in the work of the party
during the past two years. It met to examine these activities, re-
view the program and policies of the organization and to plan for
the days ahead. The discussions were not, however, limited to a
review of past work and a plan of action for the future. The dele-
gates were also gathered to discuss important political questions
relating to the war and economy, the national gquestion in Europe
and Asia, which was under debate for the past year, and to adopt
political resolutions laying the foundation for the future work of
the party.

The convention opened with an inspiring speech by the party’s:
national secretary, Max Shachtman (see LABOR CTION, February
28). He reviewed the world problems of the working class and the
manner in which the Workers Party lived up to its tasks and duties
to its class by reaffirming its anti-war position and carrying on the

_ fight for the best interests of labor and socialism.

CONTENTS OF POLITICAL REPORT

The first point under consideration of the delegates was the po-
litical report made by Albert Gates. The report analyzed the devel-
opments in the war, the imperialist rivalries between the warring
camps and the growing conflicts within the United Nations. It
underscored the change in the relative positions of the two war-
ring camps as contrasted to the situation which existed motre ‘.alhan
two years ago when Germany and her allies appeared viclorious.
The new turn in favor of the United Nations emphasized, the re-
port went on, that while the war was ’by no means over, Germany
is faced with doom, as are the other members of the Axis.

But the conclusion of the military phases of the war did not
imply a lasting peace. On this, even the members of the -Allied
nations have concurred. Post-war conflicts are inevitable and they
are revealed in the divergent views existing between the United
States, Great Britain and Russia.

The outstanding feature of the war is the elevation of the United
States to first position in the imperialist world. She is the greatest
capitalist power and in the given situation her war aims are noth-
ing less than economic and political domination of the world. This
domination, the report weni on to say, would meet the fiercest re-
sistance of the other powers and thus the post-war period would
witness an intense period of economic and jpolitical rivalry between
the present-day allies.

Just as the capifalist powers will continue their struggle in the
post-war period, the struggle between ihe classes, between the
workers and the capitalists in all countries, will also continue and
become mbore intense. The masses of Europe yearn for a change
and they have already demonstrated in Italy that they are sick
and tired of capitalism. )

The Italian experience, the political resolution declares, may be
duplicated elsewhere, but the great danger confronting -the peo-
ples of the world is the reactionary and courter-révolutionary
course pursued by the Big Three of the United Nations. Roosevelt,
Stalin and Churchill will do everything in their power to .destroy
the workers’ movement on the Continent so as to prevent a social-
ist revolution. -As against the workers, the big powers play fheir

game with the discredited and reactionary remnants of tlhe pre-
war regimes, the Badoglios, the bankrupt Kings, and Vichyites.

Thus, for the American working class, Gates said,~a main task is
the defense of the Européan people and the Continental revolution
which is on the way. But, in addition, the American workers face
a grave post-war situation at home. The tremendous expansion of
industry for war needs and the increase in the number of workers
will only create a post-war problem of unemployment exceeding
the crisis of 1928-39. In addition to unemployment, big business will
conduct a reactionary campaign against labor, which has already
been prapared and organized. The political situation will become
more infensified as it is further revealed that the main task of
American labor is to travel the road of independent political action
through the organization of an independent Labor Party.

TRADE UNION SITUATION AND LABOR PARTY

The political report prepared the discussion which followed on
the Labor Party. Two positions were presented to the convention,
one in favor of the organization of a Labor Party and to make the
agitétion for such a course the main external political-agitational
activity of the party and the other in opposition to such agitation
on the ground that it is a false policy for a revolutionary socialist
organization to adopt.

Max Shachtman reported for the majority of the national com-
mittee in favor of the campaign for a Laber Party, while Paul
Temple represented the minority point of view. (See resolution
on Labor Party in LABOR ACTION, December 27, 1943, and Jan-
uary' 3, 10, 17, 1944). The discussion was extremely interesting, free
of any factional heat. After prolonged debate, the point of view
represented by the majority of the National Committee was adopt-
ed by an overwhelming vote.

The composition of the convention indicated the importance of
the trade union report made by David Coolidge, national labor sec-
retary of the Workers Party. Coolidge traced the developments in
the labor movement since Pearl Harbor and showed how the trade
union movement has grown in the midst of the war. Its growth,

" he pointed out, was the result of the militancy of the rank and file,

which contrasted to the policy of the labor officialdom.
The official labor movement adopted policies which threatened

_to bind the unions hand and foot, Coolidge stated. The no-strike

pledge, given over the heads of the rank and file, made it possible
for the capitalist class to fight the union movement with a degree
of effectiveness which would have been impossible under normal
circumstances.

In giving up the strike weapon, the leaders of the labor move-
ment weakened the unions. For some time now, the big monopolies
have been chipping off gains made by the workers after years of
struggle. Were it not for the independent struggle of local unions,
of rank and file militants, the unions would not now have the
strength they have. But of even more importance, the strike of the
coal miners must be looked. at as the one event which did more
than anything else to defend the integrity and strength of trade
unions. '

The activities of the workers in this country, .Coolidge stated,
completely refuted those who believed that the workers would not
fight—even in defense of their conditions and rights. The workers
have fought, and fought brilliantly in many instances, against the
high cost of living, the wage freeze and the heavy burdens which
the war has placed primarily on the shoulders of labor. .

But this struggle for militant unionism and for the interests of
labor requires not merely a struggle on the economic front against
capitalism, and not only a struggle on the political front against
the parties of big business, but also inside the union movement for
progressive unionism. It means a fight against reactionary labor
leaders and policies, and especially against the Communist Party,
which is the greatest menace in the ranks of the American work-
ing class.

Summarizing the trade union report, Coolidge declared that one

Ay

‘Workers Party Convention Discussed Important

‘of the most importapt tasks of the active unionists is the organiza-
tion of progressive groups in all unions for the 'pl_l._l'pqse of carrying
on the struggle for militant and progressive unionism. This need
is revealed in the many instances in which local unions have done
battle in the overall interest of the labor movement against those
who weaken it. As the drive of Congress and big business against
the trade union movement grows, the importance of the union
militants grows, because it is they who form the real foundation
for the defense of the labor organizations.

PARTY ACTIVITIES AND RECRUITMENT DRIVE

The organizational report made by Gates disclosed the growth
of the party and the general increase in activity despite the losses
resulting from the war, The Workers Party, he stated, was the
most consistent force in the country, small though it is, in defend-
ing the rights of the overwhelming majority of people. He cited
its campaigns against the wage freeze, t}_le ‘high cost of living, the
failure of the Administration to institute real price control while
at the same time the profits of the industrialists and financiers in-
creased beyond all former records. “Our national program,” he
said, “reflected the interests and desires of the American workers.
That is why it is so popular with them.”

The issuance of pamphlets by the party (Plenty for All, Against
Incentive Pay, For a Cosi-Plus Wage) aided the agitational apd
educational program. The Workers Party carried on in the spirit
of a socialist organization, spreading its ideas {hrough the best

. labor and socialist paper in the country, LABOR ACTION. The
theoretical magazine, The New International, appeared regularly
during the past years, devoted primarily to a discussion of the
more important theoretical and political guestions relating to the
present times. :

Finally, he said, the Workers Party issued a most important
book, The New Course, by Leon Trotsky, combined with The Strug-
gle for the New Course, by Max Shachtman. Thus at one and the
same time, the initial fight which Troisky made in the interests of
a democratic revolutionary socialist party against Stalinism was
made public in America for the first time, while the essay by
Shachtman dealt with the ideas of the Workers Party on the pres-
ent character of Russia as a bureaucratic-collectivist state having
nothing in common with the original workers' state of Lenin and
Trotsky.

The convention devoted a considerable period of time to the
organizational report. All the activities of the party were subjected
to review by the members, praise given where proper, criticism
where necessary. In this discussion some very fruitful remarks
were made by all delegates on LABOR ACTION, which experi-
enced a phenomenal rise in circulation and influence. This point
in the convention revealed a heads-up party, thoroughly aware of
the great problems which confront the American workers.and
what needs to be done about it. It also gave assurance that the
post-convention period will find the party more actively engaged
than ever before, with an excellent political and organizational
program.

Topping off the report and discussion on this pojnt was the
adoption by the conycntion of a propesal for a recruitment drive
aimed at bringing new militants into the party. The recruitment
drive was p_resentéd as an prganized angd systematic campaign with
quotas assigned to branches, The response to this proposal was
most enthusiastic. Delegate after delegate took the floor to relate
their experiences and to declare that prospects for new members
were excellent. They showed how the pamphliets, ,[.._A#O’R ACTION
and' The New International had all clreateg a new group of sym-
pathizers and supporters of the Workers Party.

An excellent start has already been made in the pest-conven-
tion period and all signs point to a successful conclusion to one of
the most important activities of the Workers Party in the next
few months. Max Shachtman has already completed the first tour
decided upon by the convention and his experiences confirm the

perience against them before it was
sent overseas.
The International Machine Tool

salaries, dividends and interest. This
is the “American way of life,” the

“gsystem of free enterprise.” This is -
ihe capitalist system.

Issues

reports made by the delegates. Other tours and special recruit-
ment literature are being prepared for this drive. :

CONCLUSION TO DEBATE ON NATIONAL QUESTION

After more than a year of discussion, the convention considered
the dispute on the national question, i.e., what evaluation should
be made of the national movements in Europe and what attitude
the Workers Party should take toward them. Three points of view
were presented, one by Shachtman, representing the National
Committee, and two minority reports, one by Comrade J. R. John-
son and .the other by Comrade Larry O'Connor. These views were
fully presented in The New International 'and in party discussion
bulletins. Space forbids dealing with them at any great length here.

But the debate can be summarized in the following way: The
views of the majority of the National Committee, which were sus-
tained by an almost unanimous vote of the. convention, held that
the national movements in Europe were progressive manifestations,
of a reorganization of the formerly disorganized masses of Europe.
these movements offered the revolutionary socialists the opportu-
nity of reconstructing the revolutionary socialist movement on the
Continent. It saw the possibility of the re-establishment of capi-
talist-democratic states, if only temporarily, with a great deal of
capitalism and not very much democtacy. This development is
likely because the organized revolutionary movement is not yet
great and strong enough to change the course of European events.
1t recognized the coming period as one of class struggle in which
the forces of revolution and reaction will vie for power. The out-
come of this fight will depend upon many factors, but the prospect
of the struggle for socialism is excellent because of the rebirth of
movements on the Continent and the desire of the masses for a
fundamental change from the miserable life created by capitalism.

The viewpoint represented by Johnson also recognized the pro-
gressive character of the national movements and advocated social-
ist participation in them. But in his view, the socialist revolution
was immediately on the order of the day and the rallying slogan

should be the Socialist United States of Europe. It declared that . ;

revolutionary socialist consciousness in Europe was stronger now °
than before the war,

The third posi‘tion did not see anything progressivq in the na-
tional movements and declared any program which supported these
movements was reactionary.

The debate on these positions was extremely interesting and
lively. This was true not only because such debate is important
for the working out of a party program, but even more because it
was a model of how a democratic working class organization oper-
ates under conditions of free debate and exchange of views. There
is not another organization in this country which functions under
such genuine socialist practices. The convention adopted the po-
sition presented by Shachiman after a prolonged discussion and a
thorough presentation of all points of view.

NEGRO QUESTION DISCUSSED

The final question before the delegates was the presentation of .

two reports on the enormously important Negro question im Amer-
ica. These two reports opeped a post-convention discussion in the
party with the object of subsequently adopting a resolution on the
subject. A great deal of valuable material was presentéd to the
delegates on the history of the Negro people, its movements, the
experiences of the socialist and other movements in relation to the
Negro gtruggl'e- for equality, and points for a detail program were
projected. X
., Then, following the election of a new National Commiitee of
the party, the convention ended, having dealt with the most impor-
tant political theoretical and organizational problems before the
American revolutionary socialist movement. Interesting reports,
keen and intelligent debate, the democratic adoption of decisions,
all pointed to a healthy organization with great promise for the
future. It was truly an important milestone in the development
of the Workers Party, which in turn will be a milestone in the

revolutionary socialist development of the American working class,
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‘BRUCE BLIVEN

By WILLIAM GORMAN
In the New Republic of March 6

. there is an article so exceptionally

smelly it deserves some comment. It
is entitled “The Hang-Back Boys”

-\and was written by one of the edit-

.others.
‘accusations, an old, easy. and dirty
trick. If he tried kicking any dog
'in  particular,
‘back. :

ors, Bruce Bliven.

Written as a leading article, it lets
out a blast at “ex-communists, social-
ists, Trotskyists, an ex-liberal editor,
a Yale ‘man, a labor publicist” and
Bliven then makes general

the dog might bite

Some samples:

“. .. A number of men who are re-
fusing to take any real part in the
struggle ‘between fascism and - de-
mocracy.” “They no longer have any
sort of program of their own, or if
they have one it is indistinguishable
from that of the tories.” “While
other men fight fascism in this coun-

. try...the hang-back boys are silent.”

‘Some of these critics are surprisingly
Ifriendly tc the State Department and
speak  very mildly of Badoglioism
and Darlanism.” v

We Answer for Ourselves -

This writer won't try answering
for others, but we can say of the
Trotskyists that, while the editors of
the New Republic sit quietly in their
offices the Trotskyites in Europe have
suffered death. and torture in the
anti-faseist struggle. Also, unlike
g w‘:y . hero, " Presidént - Roosevelt,
ere . never “glosex to -the State

-Dep rtment” and we do plenty - -of

Fl

justifiable yelling against “Darlanism
and Badoglioism.” Last but not least
we have a program, and not only is it
distinguishable from that of the To-
ries, but it's clearly different from
the vagaries of the New Republic.
Bliven complains about the “I-hate-

*Russia boys.” We, on our part, don't

hate Russia as we don’t hate Amer-
ica. We simply hate the terrorizing,
exploiting ruling class headed by
Stalin, In the last war, Russia’s Czar

also joined on fhe side of the Allies,
but the Czar didn’t become a demn--
crat as a result.

~Then there’s some whining by
Bliven that the “hang-back boys" are
not taking a real part in this war
between fascism and democracy. We
think that the ruling classes of Eng-
land, the United States and Russia
have given the liberals plenty of
proof” how little democracy is in-
volved in this war.
leaves the liberals so frustrated. But
why does Bliven let it out on us? Is
it because we correctly labeled the
war as imperialist from the very day
it broke out?

Bliven says that we “talk darkly of
secret commitments which were
made at Teheran.” Does he know of
any public commitments that were
made at Teheran? Obviously since
the whole show wasn't held just to
feed Churchill and Roosevelt some
caviar, secret discussions, promises
and commitments must have been
made. ‘Even some congressmen, who
—God forbit—aren't in our category’
have: suspected the same’ thing,

As his best blast, Bliven accuses us
of being a help to the Germans.
Whom does Bliven think he’s helping
in his support of the mass murder of
German workers by bombings? He
forgets too easily the facts of the
First World War. For believing in

_ proletarian ititernationalism during

the First World War, Lenin was cori-
stantly slandered.as a German agent.
This did mot deter him in the least
from leading’ thie Russian masses in
their successful working class revo-
lution which not only ended Czarism
but which brought the war to an end
and caused the Kaiser to abdicate.

Roosevelt's Coattails

What bothers Bliven niost is criti-
cism of Roosevelt from the left. Thus

he says that the left critics “...are
opposed to the plah for compulsory
national service, overlooking the fact
that the President also opposes it, un-
less it is accompanied by measures to
guarantee just treatment of labor.”
The way' Bliven swallows Roosevelt's
tall promises makes us gulp.’ Victor
Riesel, a pro-Roosevelt writer on the
New York Post, reported that Roose-
velt told Murray and Green that he
would NOT veto a slave labor act?
And the President’s cabinet members,

Shachtman on ALP-

(Continued from page 1)'

. Both jWings of the ALP—o6n one
side Hillman and the Communist
Party; and on the other, the “right”

wing of Dubinsky, Counts and Rose
- —have the same' political program.

They. both ‘are pro-Roosevelt, pro-
New Deal, pro-war. Is the fight over
the Hillman plan, then, merely-a fight
for .power between : rival political
mf

+The‘Hillman. plan, w}neh means
putung a trade union base under the
ALP, is, in principle, sound, Comrade
Shachtman ‘stated. He’ pointed out

. that the right wing position, which

would keep control in the “branches”
and in the hands of certain liberals,
is essentially undemocratic since it
would prevent. the organized work-
ers, on which a Labor Party is sup-
posed ‘to be based, from controlling
their own party.

Against Hillman and Stalinists

1In, spite of the correctness in prin-
ciple. of: the Hillman plan, Shatch-
man -pointed out that those who are
interested in a genuine Labor Party
cannot support: Hillman and the
Stalinists. They want control of the

"ALP in order to prevent its devel-

oping in the direction of a genuine
Labor Party. Hillman and the Sta-
linists are both on record against in-

Release Food

~“ (Continued from page 1)
with. high prices and. black market
manipulations!

An increased supply of food on the
market would certainly knock heli
out of high prices and out. of the
black market.

There is a connection between high
prices and high ration values—a con-
nection which works to the benefit
of those who are profiting from the
situation.

The spectacle of want on one side
and wunused piles of food on the
other has been “explained” as fol-
lows: “At least since biblical times
it has been considered sound policy
to store during the period of harvest
in order to have food in reserve for
a period of scarcity. Our recent
storage ?jtuation. with respect to

Y g

dependent political action by labor,
against any labor party and agalnst
even any third party.

.Shachtman made the comparison
that to give this combination control
of the ALP would be like giving con-
trol of a labot union to those Wl‘lt.l
are committed {6 company unionism
=<which 'is’ préposterous.

Comrade Shachtman analyzed the
role of ‘the Stalihists as the extreme
right . reactionary - wing of the labor

" movement today. They want to de-

stroy the ALP even as a potentially
progressive force and to prevent any
development toward a genuine Labor

- Party. The Stalinists need and want

the ALP as a machine for winning
influence in the Derocratic Party in
the interests of the Russian bureau-
cracy. The issue’ before New York
labor right now is, therefore, to pre-
vent the Stalinists from winning con-
trol of- the ALP—WHICH WOULD
THEN BECOME A TOOL OF THE
KREMLIN AND_ THE RUSSIAN
FOREIGN OFFICE.

The right wing, Shachtman stated,
does not, dare tell the whole truth
about the Stalinists because bbth
wings support the war and because
of fear of offending the;r Russian
ally,

meat eggs, butter and other lve-
stock products reflects ‘that policy.”

The devil, we know, can also quote
scriptiure. THE FACT IS THAT NO
FOOD . SCARCITY IS® EXPECTED
IN 1944,

The bad smell reaches to high
Tleaven-—and even as far back as
biblical days any withholding of food
from the people in the interest of
private profit had a similar stench.

The food stocks must be relesased
for the use of the people.

Ration values have to be reduced
or removed to allow increased con-
sumption of these plentiful foods.

There must be an end of unholy
alliances betweéen government and
private interests.

The peopie have had enough of
fumbling and' behind-the-scene fina-

That's what

Stocks--

Sin. 88 and Knox, spoke up for the
slave *labor @gt without even breath-
ing a word abowt labor conditions.
And General Marshu..o vicious anti-
labor attack gave a foretesde of what
is meant by a “guarantee” oa *wst
treatment to ‘labor. Doesn't Blive
read the papers or is he concentrating
so desperately on Roosevelt's coat-
fails that he forgets what he reads in
the papers?

‘BQUAL RIGHTS'

"By V. JENSEN -+

An organization of wealthy women
called the National Women's Party is
busy in Washington lobbying for a
so-called “equal rights” amendment.
They are busy pushing congressmen
to sign the petition necessary to
bring this amendment out of com-
mittee onto the floor, since the House
Judiciary Committee has refused to
make a favorable report.

A Backward Step

Under the guise of “equal rlghts »
this amendment would mean aban-

doning all the laws that protect -

working women from the worst kind
of exploitation—laws that the union
movement has fought for many years
to have passed —laws limiting the
hours women may be required to
work, regulating health and working
conditions, seocuring minimum wage
rates in traditionally low-paid indus-
tries, etc. These would cease to be
effective if this amendment were
passed, as Philip Murray, CIO head,
pointed out in his letter to congress-

- men urging them not to sign the pe-

tition.

This amendment would abolish
such beneficial provisions as mater-
nity aid, widows’ pensions, aid for
dependent children and other social
security measures which give “un-
equal” rights to women—but very
necessary ones.

To the wealthy ladies, largely of
the business and professional groups,
busy lobbying in Washington, the
plight of the working women does
not seem so important. Their main

The Workers Party answer is one,
Comrade Shachtman declared, which
cuts aeross both bureaucratic groups.
Its answer to both is: Trade union
control of the ALP by those unions
that are FOR a Labor Party, FOR
independent labor pelitical action.
That is what progressive unionists
must devote their efforts/to obtain-
ing, that is the real issue and the an-
swer to the problem.

- Until- this idea gains widespread
support in the unions, which it does
not now have, Comrade Shachtman
said,; we cannot ignore the fate of
the ALP.

All legitimate means must be used
to prevent its capture and use by the&
Stalinists to serve the Kremlin. This
means supporting the Dubinsky group
in the present primary ﬁght for con-
trol of the ALP.

However, this is not giving it sup-
port politically in the November elec-
tions. For no worker believing in in-
dependent class political action by la-
bor ecan support.at the polls an auxil-
iary of the Democratic Party—which
the ALP now is. The task remains
to -gain more and more adherents to
the idea of a real Labor Party, based
on the unions, controlled by the
union rank and file, and entirely hos-
tile to all capitalist parties.

gling on the important food question.

The protests of the masses should
be made heard. .

But these evils can be ended only
by the determined action of the
working people in organizing com-
mittees of labor, working farmers and
consumers, with the aim of getting
control of the food situation them-
selves,. And these evils must be
ended.

For even in biblical days life was
more precious than profits—and no-
where in scripture does it say that
children should get one egg a week
while tons of eggs spoil in storage.

Neither can the prophets of old be
used as authority to justify the star-
vation of millions of war victims,
while huge piles of food remain un-
used.,

.
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interest is in removing certain exist-
ing inequalities  that discriminate
mainly against their own groups. In
some states there is “discrinination
against women serving on juries,
handling their own property, etc. Ad-
wmittedly such discriminations s‘zould
w2 vemoved, BUT NOT AT THE X-
PUNSE OF THE SOCIAL GAINS
OF THr WORKING WOMEN AFID
ORGANIZEL &&BOR

A Suggestion

LABOR ACTION \mests to the
rich ladies that if they have such a
passion for the. equality oI women
there is one noteworthy camrsign
that they might begin on—THAT 1§
THE CAMPAIGN FOR EQUAL PAY
TO WOMEN FOR EQUAL -WORK.
For many of them this would be a
most convenient campaign—for it
could: be begun at home, thus saving
wartime transportation, hotel - ex-
penses in Washington, etc.

They could start by nagging their
rich manufacturing and industrialist
husbands to pay equal wages to the
women who work for them. Some
of the ardent and persistent nagging
that gets them mink coats might
work wonders here—though we are
not advising working women to rely
on this method.- "

This. campaign on the way, the
ladies could branch. out fo get work-
ing' women equality in other spheres
—for example, seeing that the work-
ing woman has someone to take care
of her home while she goes to work;
and a nice-school to keep Junior in
while she goes to. work, and a chance
for an education for herself so that

she can advance in her work. In a

word, what is needed is a campaign
for equality with the conditions of
the members of the Naﬁona] Wom-
en’s Party. .

The warthy ladles, 1£ they were
really interested in women's “equal-
ity,” which they. are_not, would find
that this objective. demands, not #he
removal of the present all-too-inade-

quate safeguards,of the conditions of'

working class women, but their ex-
tension.

It is capitalism, of which these
ladies are such hefty and vocal bul:
warks, that hl:i]{ kept. women down
as drudges in tHe. kxtchen and factory
—even as it kéeps working men
down. The campaign for equal rights
for women is part of the campaign
for the rights of all labor.

Not So Dumb

The Army Jasn't,, edu;ated ‘our
boys “as to” “whom they are”fighting
against and, even. .. what they are
fighting for,” charges Rabbi 'Brlcl-mer
after vls;tmg almest all fron

You._ surely- ean’tt; ‘;nein ablﬁ.
that our own beys are as dumb as
the Italians when asked to tell fhe
difference between Mussolini and Ba-
doglio-Victor melel'
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Platform of Workers Party

For a People’s Peace and a Workers’ World! Against Both Imperialist

Camps!

For the Victory of World Labor and the Colonial Peoples!

 For the Victory of the Third Camp of Socialism!

The Workers Porly recommends l'l'li_'s platform for adoption as the fighting program of
the trade union movement and of a national independent Labor Party which it must form.

LABOR MUST DEFEND ITSELF NOW!

1. 'For the defense of all democratic rights!
Against wartime dictatorship' measures! Abolish
wage-freezing and job-freezing!

x. Restore full and unrestricted collective bargain-
ing wghts of the unions! Rescind the  no-strike
pledge! Repeal the Smith-Connally anti-strike law!

3. A higher, n¢ a lower, standard of living! For
a $1.00-an-hou minimum wage law, with time and
a half for overtime, double time for Sunday and heli-
day work, and equsl pay for equal work for all in-
dustrial and agricultaral workers! An ‘“escalator
clause” in all wage contracts, hitching wages to the
rising cost of living, plus a margin for comforts—a
“cost-plus” wage!

4. No tax on wages and no sales tax on consumers
goods! Abolish all taxes on annual incomes of $5,000
or less!

5. Down with conirol of rationing and prwe-ﬁxing
by the monopolists and the government bureaucrats!
For democratic control of rationing and price-fixing
by. joint committees of working class organizations,
farmers’ organizations, cooperatives and Emi'_lsll'mers’
organizations and housewives’ leagues.

6. No government coniract to planis withont a
union contract,

' 7. Maintain and increase 'all government social
services and establish adequate federal medical serv-
ice, health and accident insurance, old-age pensions,
child care, protection for the unemployed! '

SOAK THE RICH—LET THEM PAY FOR
THEIR WAR!

8. Expropriate the “Sixty Families”—the plute-
cratic three per”cent of the population who own
ninety-six per cent of the national wealth!

9. A one hundred per.ocent tax on all war profits
above a five per cent maximum on invested capital!
Immediate renegotiation of all war contracts to cut
the fabulous profits to this level!"

10. A $25,000 ceiling on total - indwidual incomes!

11. A gradual ecapital le\ry on all accumulated.

wealth over $50,000 to cover war costs and provide
post-war security for labor!

PREPARE NOW TO WIN POST-WAR
JOB SECURITY AND PLENTY '

12, Government planning to ;uarantee the hlghest
national production and income, a year-around job
and a minimum a,nnnal wage to ali and. a. rlsing
standard of living!

- 13. Conscript all war i‘ndustrles' Nationa.liz_e the
banks, big industrial monopolfes and transportation
sysiems. No handing over of government-built and
owned plants and facilities to- private ownership! - °

14. For a two hundred and fifty billion dollar five
year program to provide decent housing. for all, ex-
tensive public works, rural glectrification and mud-
emizatlon'

15. For a guaranteed $5,000 annual income to all
workers’ families, made possible by a planned rise in
the total national income and a thirty-houy maximaom

: work-week,

DEMOCRATIC RIGHTS TO THE DRAFTEES

16. The right of free speech, free press.and free
assembly for the men and women in the armed
forces! The unrestricted right of the armed forces fo
vote in all elections and participaté in all political
cs.mpalgns'

17. For doubling present  dependency allowances
na.id by the government with no deductions from the

18. For a two years’ base pay grant to all demo-
bilized veterans, with option of trade school and 1
higher education facilities at goveérnment expense,
and guarantee of decent jobs!

DOWN WITH JIM CROW AND
ANTI-SEMITISM

19. All discrimination against Negroes, Jews or
other minorities in the armed forces or by employers
in industry must be made a criminal offense!

20.. For complete political, social and economic
equality for Negroes! '

21. For lifting all immigration barriers against
Jewish and other victims of fascist terror! For gov-
ernment aid in rescuing and transporting these vie-
tims to safety!

PROTECT THE FARMER

22. Adequate government provision of land, tech-
nical aid, machinery and supplies to all small farm-
ers! Cancellation of all small farmers’ debfs to gov-"
ernment and banks!

23. Nationalize all absentee-owned farm lands.
Abolish tenaney and sharecropping by turning over
the lands to those who till it,

PROTECT THE YOUTH

24. Adequate government provision for free edu-
cation of all youth, including trade schools and uni-

versities! The right of all youth, male and female, to 7

vote at the age of eighteen! Governmeni-maintained
nurseries for the children of working mothers.

AGAINST REACTION—FOR A LABOR
PARTY AND A WORKERS' GOVERNMENT

25. For Union Defense Guards, trained and con-
trolled by the unions, to defend labor, the Negroes,
Jews and all racial minorities from native fascists,
Jim Crow rioters, anti-Semites, Klansmen, Silver
Shirts and other capitalist tools!
~ 26. For a break with bankpupt and reactionary
capitalist politics and politici and complete inde-
pendence of labor from them! No political support
to the Roosévelt government! For a party that is la-
ber's own, an Independent Labor Party, based an the
‘unions and controlled by them!

27. For a workers’ governmeni to organize the
country for freedom, security, peace and plenty for
the masses of the people!

28. Operate. all big industry. for the welfare of the
plain people, with workers' .control of production
through the unions and plant committees!

29. Democratic control. of the -distribution and
prmr.-ﬁ;_dng .of consumers' goods: by the labor unions,
farmers, - consumers’ and .cooperative: organizations.

FOR A DEMOCRATIC PEOPLE'S PEACE
AND A WORKERS’ WORLD

“30. For an ‘end to thé war and fascism by a demo-
cratic people’s’ peace, without annexations, indemni-
ties, tribute, or the dismemberment and oppression of
soverelgn nati?ns and peoples! -

31. For c'ompléte. immediate naﬁonal independence
to all.colonial or: semi-colonial -peoples! Against all
old. or new annexations, or:depriving nations of their
sovereignty and independence, by American, British,
Russian, German. or Japanese imperialism!

32. For a Socialist United States of Europe and a
World Socialist Federation! A socialist world will
destroy capitalist imperialism, recurrent: wars, fascist
barbarism, oppression and exploitation, and establish
a new order of freedom, plenty, peace and security,

;'(_“\
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sérviceman'’s pay!

and world brotherhood!
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Air Control--A Bone of Contention

By JULIAN STERN

As the British Empire continues its
decline and as America more and
more usurps its place in the sun, the
conflicts between these two become
more and more acute. Control of the
air is the latest sphere into which
this struggle for world dominanee
has intruded.

A few years ago a fight for hege-
mony over the airways of the world
on a large scale ‘would have seemmed
far-fetched. Today things are dif-
ferent. Grover Loening, consultant
on - aircraft to’the War Production
Board, in September' of last year

presented some interesting statisticds -

and ideas about the growth of air
transportation.
that a few years. after the war, the
air transport industry might be ca-
pable of moving one-guarter of the
present rail freight and express.
Prior to the war, Great Britain
and their United ‘States each had
their own principal airline. Great
Britain had Imperial Airways (the
name was later changed to the Brit-
ish Overseas Airways Corporation),
receiving direct government assist-
ance. The United States had Pan
American Airways, a privately owned
and operated company, but heavily
subsidized by mail contraets.

Both governments acted on the
principle that one company could
best carry their respective country’s
flag into world competition with the
airlines of other nations. However,
since then this thesis has been chal-
lenged.

Situation Within the United States

From 1927 un{il about 1940, Pan’
American, practically the only com-
mercial carrier (with the exception
of the small American Export Lines),
enjoyed a virtual monopoly in a
world-wide air ‘system. In prepara-
tion for a conference which never
came off to coordinate the air em-
pires of Britain and America, Gen-
eral Henry H. Arnold, commander of
the U. S. Air Forces called a meet-
ing of airline executives on July 7%,
1943, in Washington. The purpose

Leoning estlmated.

was to agree on an international

commercial air policy and to. present. .
a solid front in opposition to Great,

Britain. |
Sixteen companies signed the
agreement; three didn't. These last

were Pan American Airways, United.

Airlines and American Export Lines.
The agreement was aimed directly at
Pan American's monopoly. The fol-
lowing flve points were the crux' of
the agreement:

1. Free and open world-wide com-

petition subject to reasonable regu- .

latlnn by the appropriate govern-
ment agencies.

ment.

3. Fostering and encouragement by
the government of the United States
of a sound world-wide air transpor-
tation system.

4. Freedom of world-wlde transit
in pea.ceful flight.

5. Acquisition of civil and commer-
cial outlets required :n tlle public
interest.

Opposing this program, Pan Amer-
ican plugged for its own plan ‘of a
single main carrier to operate for the
United States in competition with the
rest of the world. This p!an would
involve the. amalgamation 'of all
Amétican ' airlines into Pan Amer-
ican World Airways on a stock-hold-

sis.

Pan American claims that compe-

tition among American companies, in
addition to international competition,
would be merely to repeat the story
of the United States merchant ma-
rine: “deterioration, subsidies, medi-
ocrity and then outright inferiority.”
Also, Pan American claims it can
carry on without government*subsi-
diés while the smaller compames
cannot.

The sixteen companies signing the
agreement, formerly simply domestic
operators, have, due to war condmons,
tasted international trade. . As S J.
Solomon of Northeast Aviation; their
spckesman, said: “They wish to con-

tinue flying these routes when the'

war is over.” - e

2. Private ownership and manage-

ing and operations- palt:cxpatmg ba-

Goings-On Within Britain

A similar confliet has developed
within the British Empire, but with

the complicating factor of American

technological and ecopnomic suprem-
acy.

The ™ British Society of Aircraft-

Construction has attacked the British
goverhfnent' exclusive support of
the Brmsh Overseas Airway Corpo-
ration.” The reason given for the at-
tack is interesting. As the New York
Times puts it:
years competing airline operators in

, this country [the U. S.1 spurred man-

“ufacturers to produce airplanes that
were consistently better and more

_ efficient than these of the rest of the
world, whereas in Britain such engi-

neering - advances were checked by
the lethargy of a government - sup-
porfed monopoly »

A better and full explanation is

. ‘that Great. Britain's economic de-

cline has resulted in a technglogical
lag. Ralph Damon of Anierican Air-
lines /succinctly expressed it: “We
have the edge in equipment and op-
erating methods; the - British have
the edge in geography.”

Also preparing for that airpower
task  that never materialized, Lord
Beaverbrook announced in the House

of Lords on October 20 that an em-

pire air conference consisting of the
dominions, India, Southern Rhodesia,

Newfoundland and Burma had taken
place in London. He said that the
proposals he presented  were ratified
by the dominions, he was ready to
coordinate their policy with that of
the United States. But even this rati-
fication did not come to pass. To
quote the New York Times again:

‘%At least one dominion has indicated

a desire to see more clearly where
the United States stands before com-
mitting itself. Furthermore, it has
been made clear to Lord Beaver-
brook that any attempt to use the
dominions as a bargaining weapon
#gainst the United States will meet
with the opposition not only from the

-United” States but from the domin-

jons themselves.”

“Over a period of-

- Thus we see some evidence that
the center of gravity has shifted from
London to Washington, not only on
a world scale but within the British-
Empire itself.’

Th'efe Are Other Rivals, Too. .

But Great Britain and the United
States are not the only participants
in this great struggle for the air.
Y_ears ago the Russians constructed
a meteorological station in the Arctic
regions to supply data for aircraft,
and now it is rumored that they are
interested in a trans-Arctic path 1%0
Seattle.

The Netherlands, too, by means of
their once powerful KLM, covet a
share in the world’s air routes. Re-
cently they have broken into Pan ~
American’s backyard by getting per-
mission from the Civil Aeronautics
Board to land at Miami from Cura-
cao. But this permit is limited to six
months after the end of the war.

Sweden has the Swedish Intercon-
tinental Airlines for international
commerce.

The British donrinions, particularly
Canada, which is now running Trans-
Canada Air Lines across the Atlantic
as a war measure, will also demand
their spheres of influence.

Is it possible that all of these con-
tenders will be able to partition the
world's airways peaceably? Inevita-
bly the time will corhe when they
will no longer be satisfied with the

division. RSt
Speaking from the VJE':wpomt of
American imperialism, Joseph M.

Jones, an officer of theé State Depart-
ment from 1837 to 1943, wrote in For-
tune Magazine (October, 1943): =X

“Failure on the part of the Umiled
States (or of the Soviet Union or
Great Britain) to assure world peace-
keeping responsibilities commensu-
rate with our strength, would mean
a return to the law of the jungle:
competitive growth of airpower end-
ing in total world war, with its hor-
rors magnified many times over by
the devastating power of the airplane
and new explosives.,”
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