Stalinist

“Another experiment in indepen-
dent labor political action has failed.”

This is the way the defeated Du-
binsky-Counts-Rose group described
the Hilliman - Communist victory in
the American Labor Party primaries
just held. This stalement is not only
a factual error, but it reveals the es-
sengial reason why a group which
had control of the ALP machinery
since the party was formed could
lose it in the first really serious fight
for leadership.’

The ALP was not an experiment
in independent labor political action.
It was never a labor party based
upon the organized strength of the
trade unions in the state of New
York, and it never actually func-
tioned as an independent political
party. The Dubinsky - Counts - Rose
administration used the party as a
bargaining center for establishing a
“working" relationship with the Re-
publican and Democratic Parties of
the state. Its initial aim and one
which it carried out in the years of
its existence, was to rally the labor
and independent vote for Roosevelt.

From time to time the ALP placed
“independent” and “labor"” candi-
dates in the field for minor offices.
But it never really stood up against
the two major capitalist parties in
the state except, apparently, in the
case of the gubernatorial election of
1942,

The ALP had the possibility of be-
coming an independent Labor Party.
It had the possibility of really en-
gaging in independent labor political
action. But at every turn the con-
servative leadership stood in the way

" and did everything in its power to

prevent this development and change

' in the life and activities of the or-

ganization,

ALP Primaries
Won by Hillman-

—AN EDITORIAL STATEMENT——

Bloc

The American Labor Paryy was,
however, a peculiar party. It rep-
resented the protest vote'in the state;
it represented the “independent”
voter, the thousands of socialist, lib-
eral and labor votes which could not
be counted in the ranks of the capi-
talist parties. Moreover, the ALP
was regarded, in the minds of many
thousands of workers, as an indepen-
dent party and as a labor party. And
while these thousands of workers
were mistaken, nevertheless, this was
a fact to be reckoned with in any
consideration of the ALP.

The possibility of the ALP becom-
ing an independent Labor Party
based upon the trade union move-
ment in New York was unquestion-
ably present. The ALP had acquired
a considerable standing in the labor
movement.

The right Yoad for the ALP was
clear to see: It needed to be reor-
ganized as a genuine Labor Party,
carrying on independent labor politi-
cal activities in a head-on fight
against the two capitalist parties, by
simply basing its organization and
membership on the mass unions and
challenging the old parties in the
field.

If this remained necessary to guar-
antee the future existence, growth
and transformation of the ALP, how
does this square with the recent
struggle between the now -deposed
leadership and the Hillman-Commu-
nist bloe? Didn't LABOR ACTION
speak out against the Hillman pro-
posal, which apparently would have
changed the party and turned its
control ' over to the unions? And
didn't LABOR ACTION counsel the
workers to vote for the Dubinsky-
Counts-Rose slate in the organiza-
tional fight over party control?

Hillman’s Strategy .Exposed

Let us see exactly what the situa-
tion was up to and through the pri-
maries. Sidney Hillman, president of
the Amalgamated Clothing Workers
of America, long ago withdrew from
the ALP and severed all connections
between his union and the party. At
first he sought to deliver the party
hog-tied to the Democratic Party, to
the Farley state machine and the
Roosevelt national machine. Failing
in that, he entered the internal fight

“Woin-the -ALP -in -the summer of last

year, aligning himself with the Com-
munist Party for the purpose of
wresting control of the organization
from its leadership.

Hillman’s strategy was clever. He
took a perfectly good idea, long ad-
vocated by revolutionary socialists—
that the ALP should be composed of
and controlled by the mass unions
in the state—and he proceeded to
organize a struggle for the adoption
of this idea by the party. He set up
a faction with the Communist Party,
which had already won important

county organizations in a previous

primary. Together they fought for
the adoption of this “plan” by the
ALP.

Standing by itself, the Hillman
plan seemed unassailable. The Du-
binsky-Rose wing was furious but
fought back in its customary con-
servative way. Instead of exposing'
Hillman and the Stalinists by adopt-
ing the proposals with necessary safe-
guards, these gentlemen, who are
desperately afraid of genuine inde-
pendent political action, fought the
plan itself.

What could have been done?

LABOR ACTION and the Workers
Party pointed a way out. They
showed how a victory of Hillman and
the Stalinists meant the end of the
ALP (it has been revealed that Hill-

man promised his aides in the Amal-
gamated' that he would dissolve the
party if he won the primary eleec-
tion). The way to defeat this most
dangerous element in the labor
movement was through the adoption
of the idea of genuine independent
political action of labor, the estab-
lishment of a genuine independent

. Labor Party and the reorganization

of the ALP on the basis of the trade
unions in the state. But, in order for
a union. to be. eligible for member-
ship in this party, it would have to
endorse independent political action,
go on record in favor of an inde-
pendent Labor Party and give evi-
dence of these desires.

How would this have impeded the-

Hillman-Stalinist bloc? Hillman and
the Stalinists were publicly on rec-
ord against independent labor politi-
cal action. They were publicly on
record against an independent Labor
Party. They had done everything in
their power, individually, collectively
and jointly through the CIO Politi-
cal Action Committee, to prevent
any movement and any organization
toward the establishment of an in-
dependent labor political party.

They fought the ALP in other
states when that party sought to ex-
tend its organization, or to get simi-
lar organizations established in these
other states. They fought any other
independent movements no matter
where they arose. Thus, Hillman's
union, others under his influence,
and all the Communist - controlled
unions were disqualified from mem-
bership in the ALP. But, in contrast,
there were numerous other unions in
the state CIQO and AFL which were
qualified for membership and which
could and would have joined had the
party adopted a correct political and
organizational course.

“Right Wing” Timidity to Blame

If the ALP had done this, Hill-
man and the Communist Party could
never have had a chance in the pri-
mary fight. But the conservative po-
litical leadership of ‘Dubinsky-Rose-
Counts was just as fearful of genu-
ine independent political action by
labor as it was of Hillman and the
Stalinists. Thus it remained pefrified
in the midst of a life and death
siruggle for existence.

As a matter of fact, when the fight
broke out, it appeared that Dubinsky-
Counts-Rose would withdraw without
firing a shot. They were goaded into
fighting long after Hillman and the
Communist Party had organized their

forces and begun their campaign.
This hesitancy and general political
vacillation played into the hands of
their reactionary opponents. From
the very beginning they had lost all
faith in a “victory and, instead of

" waging a fight, they wept through-

out the campaign about what a scoun-
drel Hillman is, how dirty the Sta-
linists could be and the duplicity of
Mayor LaGuardia, who knifed the

party in its most crucial struggle.

All of these things are undoubtedly
true, but bewailing them didn’t help
matters much. .

Thus, the first fundamental mistake
of the defeated leadership insured a
Hillman-Communist Party victory.

What Labor Action Proposed

In face of this struggle put up by
the “right wing,” what should the
workers have done in the primary
election? We proposed the setting
up of independent tickets, based on
a program advocated by LABOR AC-
TION, in opposition to the candi-
dates of the two main factions. Fail-
ing in that, we proposed voting for
the Dubinsky group as a way to pre-
vent the Hillman-Communist bloc
from seizing the party. Why? For

several important and strategic rea-
sons:

1. This was an organizational fight
for control of the party. The work-

ers were not faced with a political
choice. No political program was in-
volved in a direct or immediate
sense. It was not the case of voting
for a candidate like Alfange, who did
not represent the workers, a labor

rogram, or even an idea, such as
independent labor political action or
an independent Labor Party.

2. What was involved in this or-
ganizational struggle for control of
the party was the future: whether
the ALP would continue to exist
and develop, or suffer dissolution at
the hands of the Hillman-Communist

(Continued on page 3)
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Italian Trotskyists Call ,
For Workers’ Councils

A ringing call to all:the workers
of Italy to join forces in a struggle
against fascism, capitalism, and im-
perialist war, and for the establish-
ment in that country of councils of

workers, peasants and soldiers, and

for a socialist Italy as part of a so-
cialist United States of Europe, is
contained in the first public procla-
mation issued by the revolutionary
socialists (Trofskyisis) of Italy which
has just been received by LABOR
ACTION.,

The proclamation, printed Decem-
ber 15, 1943, in Bari, seat of the no-
torious Badoglio government, is be-
ing circulated everywhere possible
by the newly-organized Trotskyist
group, which has set up a “National
Provisional Center for the Construc-
tion of the Internationalist Commu-
nist Party.” '

The call denounces the disasirous
policies followed by the parties of
the Second and Third Internationals
—the right-wing socialists and the
communists—in supporting imperial-
ism in the war, and appeals for a just
peace for all the people.

The role of Russia in the war is
also condemned as reactionary and
belying the promises of a democratic
peace, economic welfare and freedom.

Condemning the monarchy, be it
under the decrepit King Victor Em-
manuel or under a regency, the Trot-
skyists nevertheless oppose the “Na-
tional Liberation Committee” of
Count Sforza and his colleagues, and
c¢all-for the formation of councils of
workers, peasants and soldiers as
against the so-called “Committees of
Liberation” or a government repre-
senting the interests of the bankers,
industrialists, the landlords, the
priesthood and of capitalism in gen-
eral.

In head-on opposition to the An-
glo-American authorities, who have
outrageously denied the people of
Southern Italy their :democratic
rights, and have intervened to curb
or suppress the exercise of these
rights, the Trotskyist proclamaiion
demands the calling of a popularly-
elected national Constituent Assem-
bly, on the basis of freedom of the
press, of assembly, the right to strike
as well as increases of wages, bread,

'work, freedom and land to the work-

€rs,

The main sections of the doecu-
ment, which are reproduced in the
original Ifalian elsewhere on this
page, follow here:

L]
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“National Provisional Center
for the Construction of the
Internationalist Com-
munist Party
(Fourth International)

“Workers of the world, unite

on the principle of the strug-
gle of class against class!

“To all Workers!

“Clomrades, we turn to you with
this manifesto in order to inform you
about our political positions and re-
sponsibilities, both with regard to
the war and to the maturing turn of
events. It is our task to point out
to the prolétariat the road of social-
ist revolution, betrayed by the Sec-
ond and Third Internationals, which
have passed over to the camp of the
imperialist war with their ‘sacred
union,’ just as was done in 1914-18.

“And it is because of this policy
that the working classes of all coun-
iries are without a revolutionary
party, while the war that has been
unleashed continues to starve, tear
apart and bleed the world.

“To present the eause and the aim
of this odious conflict as a struggle
between demogcracy and fascism, as
the parties of the Second and Third
Internationals assert, is a monstrous
falsehood; a falsehood launched by

ocratic trappings, are conducting
what is at bottom an imperialist
war, with all the formidable means
at their disposal, in defense of their
conquests and their oppressive eco-
nomic domination over the world
market, in the colonies, and over
maritime trade.

“The Axis powers are carrying on
the fascist-imperialist war to the
bloody end in a desperate atiempt to
break down the old balance of forces,

The Manitesto
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the big pirates of international capi-
talist finance for the purpose of di-
viding the workers and the people,
pitting one \against the other in a
war fought for imperialist aims,
which cannot solve a single problem
of the world crisis but only aggra-
vate it. ,

“The cause and the objective of
this war are quite different from the
ideological counterposing of demeoc-
racy and fascism. The present con-
flict, a sequel to that of 1914-18, con-
stitules the mosi dramatic event of
modern history, part and parcel of
a whole epoch .which is defined by
an unsolvable crisis of the world
of events, to disclose their own po-
sitions and aims.

“The Anglo-Saxon powers, in spite
of divergent views, and of their dem-

to impose a redivision of the wealth
of the world, and to gain access to
the world markets, the colonies, and
maritime trade.

“The Soviet Union, inside the bloe
of the United Nations, continues to
bleed itself white, not for revolu-
tionary but for Anglo-Saxon impe-
econemy of a capitalism 'which has
reached the slage of imperialist pu-
trefaction.

“This is the conflict that charac-
terizes not only our epoch of the
general crisis of capitalism, of im-
perialist and civil wars, but that also
constitutes the culminating phase of
competition on the world market
among the great powers. This war is
based upon the antagonism between
two forces, each with well defined
aims, and with allies on both sides
who are ready, in the further course

rialist aims. The promises of a dem-
ocratic peace, of economic well-being
and Ireedom, made by the same An-
glo-Saxon democracies and accepted
by the Stalin government, are a de-
ception like those of 1914-18, and
cannot constitute the aims of the
proletariat of the Soviet Union and
of the other countries.

“Whatever the democracy of to-
morrow may be—it will pave the
way for reaction if capitalism is not
overturned — it will always be the
government of capitalist with an iron
first in a velvet glove against the
proletariat. .

“Similarly, the promises of the fas-
cist powers of the Axis for the eco-
nomic. construction of a hierarchy of
states in Europe, are not the aims of
the workers. The proletariat, in op-
posing this second war, has well-de-
fined class- aims of its own against
all the imperialist powers....

“The Second International has be-
trayed this aim ever since 1914. The
Third International has followed it
in this war and, after having organ-
ized and led the struggles of the
workers in Europe, has drawn: the
proletariat of the world, including
the Soviet Union, into a purposeless
war.

“Workers, the struggle against the
war must be conducted unceasingly
in order to impose a just peace for
all the people....

“To solve these tasks, we need a
stggng and militant revolutionary
Bolshevik - Leninist party. Without
revolutionary doctrine and without
a class party the proletariat will
come out of the war crushed by the
treacherous policy of the Second and
Third Internationals.

“The struggle for 'building up the
International Communist Party and
a Fourth International is the basie
task of the vanguard of the proletar-
iat; it is the indispensable condition
for leading the workers to the seiz-
ure of power, to the destruction- of
the bourgeois state, and the construc-
tion of a socialist economy in Italy
and in the Socialist United States of
Europe.

“In opposition to the social-patri-
olic Commitfees of National Libera-
tion, to the Sforzas, we must set up
class organs, the councils of workers,
of peasants and of soldiers. In op-
position to, the bourgeois anti-fascist
policy against a king, be it with or
without a regency — which would
serve only to save the bankers, the
industrialists, the high prelacy, the
landlords, and capitalism—we must
have a Constituent Assembly, on the
basis of freedom of the press, of as-
sembly, the right to strike, an in-
crease in wages, bread, work, free-
dom, land to the proletariat, to open
the revolutionary socialist road ,in
Italy and throughout the world. '

“Down with fascism, down
with capitalism!

“’Long live the Socialist United
States of Europe, united with all
the workers of the world!

“Long live the proletarian
revolution of Italy!
“’Long live the Fourth Inter-
national! .
“For the Secretariat,®

“Rolando.”
§ “Bari, December 15, 1943
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Little Steel
Formula a

‘Thumbscrew’
On Workers

The assault on the
Little Steel formula is
now widespread. A week
or two ago the United
Steel Workers of Amer-
ica, ClO, presented its findings -
to the special panel of the War
Labor Board and demonstrated
up to the hilt that the formula
operated against the best inter-
ests of the American workers.

This week, the AFL, through
its secretary - treasurer, George
Meany, made. similar represen-
tations before a panel of the

WLB. Meany declared that the

Little Steel formula “‘has be-
come a thumbscrew to torment the ’
working people of America and their'
families,” T
Spokesmen for the two big labor
organizations presented a mass of |
material contrasting the record prof-
its of big business with the declining
standard of living for the majority

of the workers in the country. In: :

the case of the steel workers, it was.
pointed out how steel profits rose :

175 per cent above peacetime profits.”

At the same time, living costs of
steel workers exceeded their earn-
ings.

Meany presented material showing
that the Iliving standards of the.
American workers have deteriorated
from twenty-five to forty-five per
cent since the beginning of the war.
The material was added proof that
the burdens of the war are primar-
ily on the shoulders of the millions
of workers ‘and their families.

The WLB, however, has an out. It:
denies its responsibility for this sit-
uation, saying that the Stabilization
Act binds its hands to make any
change in the formula. And, in a
formal sense, the WLB is right. It is
acting in accordance with instruc-

. tions.

But who is responsible for wage
stabilization? Wage stabilization hap-
pens 10 be part of President Roose-
velt’s seven-point program—the only
plank in the program that is actu-
ally carried out! Roosevelt, in turn,
blames Congress for refusing to
adopt all the points in his program.

It is necessary to remember, how-
ever, that the President still insists
upon strict adherence to wage sta-
bilization despite the fact that the
other six points in the program have
not been and will not be carried out.
This means that the workers are at
the mercy of big business, the WLB
and the “torment” of the Little Steel
formula. ' :

There is an important lesson to be
learned from this situation. It is
that the workers can expect no re-
lief from capitalist politicians, the
capitalist parties and their govern-
ment. L2

Meany and Murray know what's
wrong. They denounce the wage
stabilization act and the Little Steel .
formula, They are fully aware that

(Continued on page 4)

500% Profit Not Enough For Big Food Corporations

The big corporatfons of the food
industry are — poor things — very
much worried over their profits. A
committee is going to Washington on
April 4 to meet with Price Admin-
istrator Bowles and make Icertain
demands.

What are the demands?

On the top of the list is one that
the OPA should not attempt to gon-
trol profits. Next is one that “fair
margins” should be allowed for dif-
ferent classes of foods and different
kinds of distributors. Another is that
price “differentials” should be al-
lowed in community prices.

One might logically conclude that
the food corporations have been or-
phans among big business corpora-

tions and have not scooped in war
profits with a large shovel, as the
others have done. But this is not so.
Theirs is a case of the more they get,
the more they want.

THEY GET PLENTY — as was
brought out by the United Steel
Workers, CIO, in presenting its.case
for a seventeen-cent an hour wage
increase and other demands. Basing
its figures on official United States
government reports, the United Steel
Workers submitted the following
facts on food profiteering:

“Wholesaler food grocers realized
twice as much on every dollar of
sales in 1942 as in 1939. Sales were
up 43 per cent, but profits before in-
come faxes rose over 200 PER CENT.

“Between 1939 and 1942, seven out
of ten wholesalers more than dou-
bled their profits before taxes and
four of these seven reported at least
a 200 per cent rise. For about three
out of ten, the increase over 1939 was
at least 300 PER CENT and for half
of these, profits rose 500 PER CENT
OR MORE. '

No pikers, these food corporations!

Increases in profits egual to 500
per cent are not enough. They now
make a sacred pilgrimage to Wash-
ington to ask the OPA to loosen up
a little so that the course of “prog-
ress” may not be
For why indeed should profits on
food stop at a mere 500 per cent?

It is profits to this tune that ac-

interfered with.’

count in largest reasure for the fact
that the food budget of the worker's
family has goné up 74.2 per cent since
.1941. It is profits to this tune that
accounts for the fact that the low-
income groups of workers— whose
food must necessarily take up the
largest part of their meager income—
are compelled to do without so many
necessary things to eat.

LABOR ACTION and the Workers
Party have a direct answer for this
situation. THE CONNECTION BE-
TWEEN HIGH PRICES AND HIGH
PROFITS MUST BE BROKEN. That
is the way to bring prices down.

To break the connection between
high prices and high profits, the food
industry will have to be taken out

of the control of the big food cor-
porations and their Washington hire-
lings. { : :
There must be democratic control
of food production and distribution;
of rationing and price-fixing, by
joint committees of working class or-'
ganizations, working farmers' organ- .
izations, people's cooperatives, con-
sumers’ and housewives’ 'committees,
In a word, the people themselves
should confrol their food supply. Is
there a better argument for this than
the 500 per cent war profits of the
food monopolists and their present
pilgrimage to Washington to get
more? The food profiteers must be
ousted,
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NEWS AND VIEWS FROM THE

LABOR FRONT

Dalrymple Expelled By His Own Local

AKRON, Apr. 4—Dictator Sherman
. H. Dalrymple, international president
of the United Rubber Workers of
America, CIO, has been expelled
* from his own local union by over-

whelming action of its membership. -

This news spread swiftly through
Akron labor circles yesterday, fol-
lowing the membership meeting of
Goodrich Local No. 5 Sunday. Dal-
rymple, who had been the first presi-
dent of' that local when it was set up
eleven 'years ago, was charged with
having 'violated the URWA constitu-
tion by illegally bringing about the
expulsion of sixty-nine workers of
URWA Local No. 9 last January be-
cause of their having engaged in a
work stoppage.

Democracy vs. Bureaucracy

The plight of these workers has
thoroughly aroused the Akron labor
movement and spread throughout the
international union. The act of le-
gally expelling Dalrymple from his
own local union can only serve to
heighten the®struggle within the in-
ternational over the issue of Union
Demideracy vs. Dalrymple’s Bureau-
cratic Dictatorship. Directly related
to this issue is the one: Shall the
160,000° organizéd rubber unionists
' continue to accept the Dalrymple-
Burns-Joe Stalin policies of surren-
deririg labor’s bitterly-won gains—or
will the rubber workers decide to
use all their pewer and strength to
béat back the pnslaughts of the.rub-
ber barons and their governmental
- Whatever the outcome of this
struggle, there can be no question
buat' thHat this fight will be hard and
bitteér, and touch the daily lives of

thousands. The reactionary Dalrym-

ple clique has shown in practice that
it ‘i$ willing to sacrifice the interests
-of: the whole membership to stay in
the good graces of Washington. On
the othér hand, the ranks of the un-
i6t sé¢ more clearly that their only
hope for the future lies in maintain-

Attempt to Railroad

NEW YORK CITY—Anti-labor forces
are attempting to railroad Tom De
Lorénzo, militant president of Brew-
ster Local 365, UAW, off to jail in a
desperate effort to smash the union.

Dé Lorenzo was indicted early last
week by, a federal grand jury on
frumped-up charges of perjury.
Within a few days he was arraigned
and held on $2,000 bail for trial on
May 22. If convicted he faces up to
ten years in prison.

' Ridiculous Charges

If the case were not so serious, only
laughter could be the answer to
charges so ridiculous.

ing internal union ' democracy,
through which they may again re-
store the union to its former militant
outlook.

Thrown Out of His Local

Other indirect implications of the.

expulsion of Dalrymple from his lo-

JICTATOR DALRYMPLE

cal lie in his “highér” connections
within the labor movement. He is a
member of the national executive
board of the CIQ. Will Philip Mur-
ray find it somewhat embarrassing to
sit down beside such a “democrat”
as Dalrymple, now that he has been
repudiated for his undemocratic ac-
tions by those he formerly worked
with?

In this connection Murray will no
doubt recall, as do many others, the

De Lorenzo is charged with failure
to mention all instances in which
he had been previously arrested and
with claiming experience in an air-
craft company years ago when ap-
plying for a position with the WLB.
At that time his application asked
for his criminal record.

De Lorenzo's “criminal” record
consisted of several arrests for traf-
fic violations which he admitted. He
did not write down that he had been
arrested on the picket line of the Air
Associates strike several years ago
when he stopped scabs from enter-
ing the plant. He likewise did not
mention a fatal automobile accident

are far from the truth.

they were still in the Army.

'No Gold Pavementis

Discharged veterans, upon returning to civilian life, are
“discovering that the stories they read and were told, while in
the armed forces, about the high wages in the war industries,

According to a survey made by the War Manpower Com-
mission in twelve United States Employment Service offices,
most of the veterans refuse the jobs that are offered to them
when they are told the wages that they are to receive. The
vetérans then “shop around,” expecting to find the jobs that
pay the fancy wages they read about in the newspapers when

But affer personally shopping around for a few weeks,
they realize that the capitalist-inspired rumors circulating in
¢ Army camps are pure fiction.

... Readers of La

Yes, We Did
Forgef to Mention
Dear Editor:

In your recent article, “New Crop
of Millionaires,” you forgot that
Roosevelt in a newsreel speech in
October, 1940, said that there's not

- going to be any millionaires made on
this war. :

Also, recent figures on industrial
accidents are, according to the New
York Post of February 14, 92,000
killed and 9,400,000 injured in war
plants.

V.M.
.
ClO Committee of

ez ge. 1, 1 TR |
Political (Re) Action
Dear Editor:

A pamphlet has recently been is-
sued by the CIO, the title of which
is Labor Political Action. There is
-an article on the inside of this mas-
terpiece by Brother Sidney Hillman
carrying the title: The Need for Ac-

Now, every day down here in the
South, we have been hearing things
about political action, but the advo-
cates of same are always assuring us
that they are not tampering with our

vote, that the CIO is interested only
in getting “friends” into office, re-
gardless of their politics or any
other consideration. Almost every-
body has -believed this (it is as-
sumed) up to now. Now, however,
we read the following in the above
pamphlet: “It will be the purpose of
the CIO Political Committee to or-
ganize the broadest and most effec-
tive labor and progressive support
behind thHose 1943 and 1944 candi-
dates—regardless of party affiliation
—who have demonstrated their con-
sistent and unequivocal support of
President Roosevelt on all major is-
sues, domestic and foreign.” (Empha-
sis mine.)

First the CIO wants Roosevelt. Sec-
ond, the CIO wants all those other
nit-wit politicians who supported
Roosevelt's deliberately half-hearted
veto of the Connally-Smith bill, plus
his advocacy of the labor draft, plus
God knows how many other reac-
tionary moves. If these “friends”
want to make SURE of the labor vote,
all they have to do is to shout all
out for Badoglio and Vietor Emman-
uel and suppress a revolt of the
working class in Italy. These PRO-
GRESSIVE moves will earn for them
the applause of Hillman and a few
other labor bureaucrats.
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« litical ernemies"”

fate of Bill Green when the CIO
miners several years ago expelled
him from his own local union.

And then, too, will Sidney Hillman
feel slightly uncomfortable in his
chairmanship of the CIOQ Political
Action Committee, of which Dalrym-
ple is also a “top ranking” figure?
Hillman likewise may experience
some difficulties in convincing work-
ers of the “truly democratic inten-
tions" of his horse-trading pro-Roose-
velt committee when accompanied
by such a proven dictator as Dalrym-
ple. :
Finally, Dictator Dalrymple would
present an inspiring sight at the June
Internationial Labor Conference in
‘London (if held), wouldn't he, as one
of the chosen representatives of the
American labor movement, bearing a
large sign, “THROWN OUT OF MY
OWN LOCAIL UNION FOR GRAVE
VIOLATION OF
RACY"?

Dalrymple and his . cronies face
some tough sledding in the days
ahead, as it appears more evident
that a NATIONAL SCANDPAL in la-
bor circules is in the making over
the “little” affair he started—expell-
ing and getting fired sixty-nine of his
union brothers. The fact that the
URWA international executive board
reinstated sixty-two of these after
they had spent two months on the
streets will net mitigate the wrath
of the rank and file rubber worker
against the international executive
board. It upheld Dalrymple’s bureau-
cratic power to the hilt and even
went furtker in expelling and firing
the two rank and file leaders of Lo-
eal No. 9, Haas and Sullivan, for hav-
ing defended the sixty-nine expelled.

Dalrymple Stooge Resigns
Meanwhile, events at Local 9 have
shown that the top officialdom of the
URWA have felt it necessary to re-
lease the stranglehold they had on
that local through their dictatorially
appointed administrator. The pro-

UNION DEMOC-

test strike of the members against
the firing of Haas and Sullivan had
not been more than several weeks
past when announcement was made
tkat E. B. Harper, president of that
local and chief stooge of Dalrymple,
felt compelled to resign because of
the virtually unanimous opposition
to him in the General Tire & Rubber
Co. plants.

This crack in Dalrymple’s forces
indicates clearly that, when the
membership really puts the heat on
in an organized fashion, they can
accomplish a great deal. When elec-
tions are finally held for this and
other vacated union posts, the pro-
gressive elements who defended the
expelled members will without doubt
make a clean sweep. They will then
be able to fight more effectively
against Dalrympleism as a whole in
the international. Their personal ex-
perience with the effects of the no-
strike pledge and the union-wreck-
ing it brings in its trail will be of
tremendous value io all labor.

As noted ir LABOR ACTION sev-
eral weeks ago, Haas and Sullivan
had brought suit for an injunction in
court against Dalrymple and his
wrecking crew, naming also the Gen-
eral Tire & Rubber Co., to get them-
selves reinstated into the URWA and
returned to their jobs. At the pre-
liminary hearing, the judge (a great
“friend of labor”) refused to grant
them an injunction to this effect, list-
ening instead to the plea of Attorney
Patterson of the URWA officialdom
that if Haas and Sullivan were re-
instated the union would have ‘rno
way of effectuating its no-strike
pledge.”

A final decision is still to be made
in several weeks, by which time the
judge may correctly figure that the
iwo men will be safely away in the
Army. Workers who are aware of
the nature of capitalist justice are
by no means optimistic about the
judge agreeing with them that Haas
and Sullivan.should be upheld.

De Lorenzo

where he was arrested on techmical’
charges. But in both thesé cases he
was completely exonerated.

The union president did write
down, as most workers do, a litile
extra experience in aircraft, by stat-
ing that he worked for the de Sever-
sky Aircraft Compary. This latter
statement had noething to do with his
appointment.

This  case against De Lorenzo
flows directly from the concerted at-
temptis of big business and its stooges
in Congress to smash Loecal 365,
which has stnu;.l out as the most pro-
gressive and the most mlilitant loéal
in the UAW.

How It Started

Last November the attacks started
before the Vinson Committee of un-
ion-busters, who tried to smeéar De
Lorenzo's name because he stood as
a symbol of leadership of that local.
It is evident that what irked these
union-busters most was thé success-
ful contract of the local, combined
with De Lorenzo's courageous stand
in the trade union movement for the
abolition of the “no-strike pledge”
for independent labor political action
and for the smashing of the Little
Steel formula.

The kept press of big business has
been working day and night to slan-
der the local and De Lorenzo. All
these reactionary forces of business,
Congress and the press, have com-
bined to invoke penalties against the
local in order fo weaken its tremen-
dous strength. Only a short time ago
they placed the union’s maintenance
of membership on probation. Now

or Action

Of course, Hillman is against the
third party. Hillman says that afy
kind of third party would only split
the labor vote and allow labor's “po-
to get into office.
What Brother Hillman overlooks is
that under the present (capitalist)-
government, labor doesn’'t have any-
thing but:“political enemies.” It is a
known fact that a Labor Party
wouldn't be the answer to everything,
but it most certainly would be a big
step forward for American labor and
a blow to this political boot-licking
championed by Hillman.

‘R. H.
, .
We Correct
A Subscriber
Dear Editor: |
I'll - take the paper {for three

months. Here is twenty-five cents to
start with. It seems awful hard 1o
get anywhere in the way of progres-
sive legislation for the working
class. I think old Dr. Townsend
started something. If it can bé tried,
would be a whole lot better than
nothing at all' for everybody. The

{rouble is the politicians are running -

the country. They say what wonder-
ful things they'll do and don't do

they are trying to take away its
leader.

When the Vinson  Commiltee tried
to blacken the namie of the union
and its president’ with slander, the
membership arose as one man and
voted confiderice ih Tom De Lorenzo
and their union. Today the member-
ship of Loeal. 365 feels just as strong-
Iy and just as“solidly against any at-
tempts to smash their- lo¢al by fram-
ing up and railroading to prison their
président, Their solidarity will re-
main strong and firm becausé they
are proud of the union that they
built with sweat arid blood. They are
proud of their progressive program,
they are proud of their strong con-
tract. Every union man and every
local throughout the country should
rush to the defense of Tom De Lo-
renzo.

By épecial Corréspondent

PORTLAND, Ore—A prediction by
a California correspondent that the
International Woodworkers of Amer-
ica would veer away from the no-
strike pledge is daily becoming more
well founded. As Roosevelt's dicta-
torial War Labor Board and the iron
heel of the employers grind more
and more from the workers for less
and less real wages, the men and
women of this industry are resorting
to the weapon that they so well know
how to use. The pressure from the
ranks is showing all the way to the

top- officials, except in Communist- .

dominated locals and districts, and
there all is not serene as their true

. role in the labor movement is daily

becoming more manifest, o

No-Strike Pledge Out

The first open seam became appar-
ent early in January at the Oregon
State Industrial Union Council, CIO,
convention held at Roseburg. A reso-
lution was introduced there by an
IWA local to the effect that “The no-
strike pledge be repddiated unless
the Administration and Congress get
together on wage adjustments, price
rollbacks and subsidies.” The reso-
lution committee wvoted non-concur-
rence, but thé recommendation was
over-ruled following heated debate
on the convention floor.

Although this was a conditional re-
pudiation, the membership of many
locals, having thoroughly analyzed
-the situation and realizing that noth-
ing could be expected from Washing-
ton, they correctly interpreted the
resolution as an outright repudiation
and have acted accordingly. The re-
action is well exemplified by Local
6-12, IWA, Klamath Falls, Ore. The
following is from a handbill put out
by that local: ’

“The Oregon Industrial Union Coun-
cil, CIO, in convention at Roseburg,
January 7, B-and 9, 1944, went on:rec-
ord repudiating, the “No - Strike
Pledge”....

“On Sunday, January 16, 1944, at
1:00 o'clock, IWA Local 6-12 is goinig
into special session for the purpose
of airing our problems, weighing the
possibility of getting some of our
grievances we have buried in the
War Labor Board ironed out and
combatting the arbitrary attitude of
the operators in this area.

“The membership has frequently
told us that they knew how we could
get results, and that the Smith-Con-
nally bill merely legalized their
method and that their method had
been proved to work—citing as an
example the miners, the railroads
and the steel workers.”

Unrest Widespread

This growing unrest is not limited
to Oregon, but is prevalent in the
whole industry. Prior to the above-
mentioned events, several hundred
members of Local 3-362 of Hoquiam,
Wash., employees of Rayonier, In¢.,
had beéeen on strike since December
4 to force reinstatement of three dis-
charged union leaders and fo settle
other grievances of long standint.

March New International

The insistence by the military
branch of the government on a na-
tional service act is an indication of
both the expected duration of the
war and its totalitarian influence on
the social order.

In the editor's “Notes of the
Month” in the March issue of The
New International, which made its
appearance last week, there is an
analysis, “The Meaning of the Na-
tional Service Act.”

One of the best issues to appear
in recent months, the magazine also
features an article on the techno-
cratic movement, by Paul Temple,

entitled “Technocracy: A Totalitarian.

Fantasy.”

Recent articles in the press of the
Socialist Workers Party (Cannonites)
on the advance of Russian troops
into Poland are subjected to critical
seruting by Max Shachfman in an
illuminating essay called “The Euro-
pean Revolution and Stalinist Russia:
It is Time to Understand.”

Other articles in the issue are
“Chiang Kai-shek¥’s Ching” by Ria
Stone; “What Is Leninism?" by Leéon
Trotsky. Books reviewed this month
are “Men and Coal” and “The Tra-
gedy of European Labor.”

Single copies are twenty cents and
a year's subscription is $1.50, except
in New York City and the Bronx,
where the rate is $1.75.

Take the Floor . . .

anything affer they get in but draw
their salary. Well; here’s hoping we
get somewhere this election.
J. K,
.

Editor's Note: About Dr. Town-
send's scheme, we think you are mis-
informed. Dr. Townsend is another
one of those would-be leaders who
promise everything to get support
for their own purposes. Furthermore,
Dr. Townsend has definitely been
hobnobbing with the America First-
ers and other fascist elements in this
country.

We are of the opinion that a new
kind of “politician” must run- the
country. This kind won't be politi-
cians at.all but representatives of the
working people chosen from the
places where working people labor,
and they will have to be candidates
on an Independent Labor Party
ticket.

A Few Words from
Old Man Farmer

Dear Editor: .

Just a few words from Old Man
Farmer. Well, the old hen’s starting
to ghell out some more eggs. The

more they lay, the less for eggs. So
it doesn't matter to the farmer whe-
ther he gits six dozen of twelve
dozén. Six dozen at thirty cents per,
equal $1.80. Twelve dozen at fifteen
cents, equal $1.80. But the old hay-
seeds has been robbéd so long they
don’t feel normal unless his shoes is
full of nails and his feet bleeds.

Big Land Boom! No, the land don't
produce any more than it did under
the dormant Hoover reign. Increas-
ing thé price of land makes it good
for the big business sharks. «More
taxes and more profits, which make
less. return for old John Farmier.
Now Mr. Farmer says we have to
change adminisiration so we can get
a rew deal; there is seven aeces in the
old deck. Please tell me when the

economic slaves are going to call for .

a new deck.
0., T

L]
With Your Help
Dear Editor:
You have a great paper and d great
work ahead. Labor must bring rea-
son into the world. You have the

writers who can do it.
R. A.

The strike dragged on until February
7 in spite of all the pressure the
workers were subjected to by the
employers, the War Labor Board, the
draft board and the ravings and
frothings of the capitalist press and
the Communists. At the conclusion
of the strike two outl of three of the
fired men were reinstated. ’

During the course of this strike a
well-driven wedge was entered be-
tween the IWA and the Washington
Administration, and the rift widened
during the strike. There is no ap-
parent sign of its closing. In fact,
this strike may be to the IWA and
Roosevelt what the Little Steel
strikes of 1937 were to the honey-
moon between John L. Lewis and
Roosevelt.

Ed Benedict, secretary-treasurer of
the IWA and a CIO representative
on the Twelfth Regional War Labor
Board, dissented from decisions of
this board relative to the Hoquiam
case. That was the least that could’
be expected of a man in whom re-
posed the confidence of his fellow
workers. - Benedict takes his obliga-
tion seriously and reacted in the
manner to which he was accustomed
when he was a militant rank and
filed. It is alleged that he encour-
aged the workers not to return to
their jobs as ordered by the board.
Charges have been filed by the
Twelfth Regional War Labor Board
against Benedict on the basis of these
allegations. This same bodrd also
recommended to the national WLB
that as long as the IWA refuses to
comply with the orders of the board
in the matter of the Hoquiam plant,
the West Coast Lumber Commission
be instructed not to process cases in
which the IWA is involved. e

WLB Stalling

The West Coast Lumber Commis-
sion is a panel of the WLB, created
exelusively to handle matters per-
taining to the production of lumber.
Cases long processed before this
body, growing out of demands now a
year old—such as a 12}t cents per
hour general wage increase and oth-
er extremely pertinent demands—
were stalled in the WLB, awaiting
final decision; so the men returned
to work without a clear-cut victory.
But the rift had widened.

Coming shoftly thereafter was the
long awaited decision of the WLB on
the now year-old case. A wage in-
crease was denied, in spite of the
well known fact that a majority of
the West Coast Lumber Commission
had voted for an increase. However;
the WLB retained jurisdietion and set
March 22 as a date for further hear-
ings before the WCLC in Portland,
relative to wages; this further hear-
ing supposedly to “be based upon
statenrents filed with the commission
by officials .of the War Production
Board and the Twelfth Regional
Manpower Commission concerning
production needs and manpower
shortages in the lumber industry.

A few of the other demands were
granted in whole or in part: in re-
gard to night shift differential pay;
vacations with pay: eight-hour day
for transportation, cookhouse and
shop employees; safety program. The
following demands were denied:
guaranteed weekly pay; elimination
of warning slips; list of accessions
and separations; ¥ extension of con-

_tracting; that no foreman shall do

work performed by hourly rate em-
ployees; accumulated sick leave with
pay; free transportation to loggers;
minimum standard crew. The follow-
ing demands of the employers were
denied: increaséd charge for board
and room; staggered hours for cook-
hotuse employees; beginners' rates for
plywood operations.

But prior to many of the above
événts, a delegated conference of the
West and Northwest districts of ‘the
IWA had been called in Pertland
early in February to formulate a
program to be the basis for new
industry-wide negotiations.

Conference Adopts Program

The conference came out with the
following points: 1. $1.15 per hour
minimum wage with corresponding

o
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adjustments, 2. Wage stabilization in
the various brackets in both fir and
pine. 3. Union hiring. 4. Check-off
of dues. 5. Two weeks’ vacation with
pay. 6. Travel timeé. 7. Contracts
with operators tfo cover all sub-con-
tractors, 8. Eight-hour day, forty-
hour week, work week to start Mon-
day and end Friday. Time and a half
for sixth day; double time for sey-
enth. 9. Power saw crews to be com-
posed of riot less than three meén with
minimum daily pay of $15. 10. That
all employers come under their re-
spective state industrial accident
plan.

Beyond question a good program,
but entirely beyond reach if dépén-
dent upon boss-ridden government
board, and with the additional handi-
cap of being hamstrung by a no-
strike pledge. This handicap is daily
being exposed in its true light, and
the rank and file and the more wide-
awake union officials are acting ac-
cordingly.

But this is only the beginning, for
with the feeling of strength that
huge war profits have given the em-
ployers, - they have come brazenly
into the open with their campaign
of union-busting. At a meeting of
the negotiating committee on March
2, John Teénnant, of the employers’
committee, stated that when the IWA
moves “from the creeping to the
walking stage” and the organization
is strong enough, then and only theén
can the two woodworking unions, thé
IWA and the C&J, expect to gain
coneessions from the employers. At
this' meeting thé employeérs coun-
tered with demands such as the elim-
ination of the union maintenance

. clause; posting rules listing reasons

for immediate discharge; an attempt-
ed breakdown of the now standard
Jensen vacation clause; attack on the
eight-hour day, five-day week; and
the new standard ninety cents ' an
hour minimum wage in the fir belt.

Work Stloppages Inevifable

As a result of these combined at-
tacks of the employers and the gov-
ernment, plus the growing unrest of
the workers as evidenced by their
resort to joh action and prolonged
strikes, a recent meeting of the IWA
executive board -authorized. ihat a
striké vote be put to the membér-
ship at large, when and if it became
necessary to gain their just demands
and to proiect their hard-won gains
against the frontal assault of the em-
ployers. -

Beyond doubt the weapon of work
stoppages will have to be resorted to
more and more often as the season
comes into full swing. The delibers
ate and planned provocation on the
part of the bosses, the connivance of
Selective Service Boards, the tacit

aceeptance on the part of Communist ..

officials in the unions (where such
parasites do exist) of almost any-
thing the boss wishes to hand the
worker or to deprive him of, are
bound to bring that aftermath of un-
rest which may reach flood-tide pro-
portions. e

The tacit acceptance referred to is
well exemplified in southwestern
Oregon, where the employers have
so revised the method of scaling logs
as to amount to a virtual twenty to
twenty-five per cent wage cut. This
happened where one Bill Harris, the
busihess. agent, while vehement in
castigating the boss for his high-
handed measures, is opposed to a
stoppage of work. That is a heresy
of which he would not be guilty.

The latest reports from the. sched-
uled hearing before the WCLC here
in Portland are that the WLB has
limited the WCLC to a mere “fact

hearing” function. This followed. an

appeal of the Lumbermen’s Indus-
trial Relations Committee, which
seeks to have seven sections of the
March 4 directive orders (which were
favorable to“labor) set aside.

In view of the objective situation
as it now appears, one may well
predict that the well known ery of
“Timber down the hill" will not
ring out on the mountain air of this
West and Northwest country as unin-
terruptedly as i}a the two seasons just

past.
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ConHmons Abommable--labor Draft Not Workmg

90,000 Bnhsh Miners Strike

By MIKE STEVENS

The strike of the 70,000 Yorkshire
miners — now increased to 90,000—
coming so close after the recent
strikes. of the South Wales and Scot-
land miners is quite significant. The
action of the Yorkshire miners is not
~unexpected and this strike will be
followed by others.

The newspapers wrote in detail
during the first week of the South
Wales and Scotland strikes. But the

news came to an abrupt halt with -

the announcement that about sixty
per cent had returned to work. This
new policy of “playing down” the
strikes in the press is quite evi-
dent in the Yorkshire strike. Accord-
ing to the papers, the only reason
the miners are out is their griev-
ance at being charged for the coal
they take home.

But this is far from being a true
and. complete picture. The miners
are rebelling against the conditions
under which they work and live—
which have always been bad and
are getting worse every day. They
are fighting against the policies- of
the. government and of their trade
union leaders, for it is these policies
that have brought the slave-like reg-
ulations upon the miners and have
made it possible for the owners to
exploit them more unmercifully than
ever before, y

In order to bring about any improve-
ment for the benefit of the miners,
a namber of radical changes are nec-
essary. This would afféct profits and
dividends; therefore the government
is against any change. The national-
izatioh of the mines is the demand of
* EVERY British coal miner. But the
Churchill governmeént will fight tooth
and nail any atitempt by the miners
or anyone else, to bring about any
real reform, no matter how small,
that ‘might benefit the working class.
That, by the way, was the challenge

" and demand Churchill threw into

Parliament last week when he per-
sonally fought against the equal pay
bill for women teachers.

“Fools in Power”

In June, 1942, the British govern-
ment, alarmed at the decrease in coal
production, issued a White Paper, in
which it stressed that in order to
increase the coal output a system of
control over the industry was neces-
sary. The Ministry of Fuel and Pow-
er (commonly known among miners
as the Ministry of Fools in Power)
was put in charge, and it developed
an ‘administrative niachinery with
directors, regional offices and thou-
sands of employees. It instituted all
_kinds of controls—over the workers.
On the other hand, it not only did not
increase production, but production
is still constantly declining. PROF-
ITS, HOWEVER, ARE LARGER
THAN THEY HAVE BEEN IN
YEARS.

The coal industry is considered so
important to the war that the gov-
ernment has given it priority No. 1.
Anyone called for induction into the
Army may choose the mines in-
stead. But miners’ wages are not so
high on the priority list; in fact, they
are TWENTY-EIGHTH down on the
list of workers' earnings in British
industry.

In its attempts to keep the miners
from migrating to other industries,
the government froze the men to
their jobs. Whenever the miners re-
belled against any objectionable con-
dition in the mines, they were fined,
imprisoned or threatened with being
transferred to some other section of

N

A Framé—Up

The British government, faced
with growing discord among the peo-
ple by its policies at home, is at-
tempting to intimidate the hundreds
of thousands of workers in Britain
who have been forced into militant
strikes by organizing a frame-up
against the Brijish Trotskyists.

The causes of the strike, as is
widely known, are the intolerable
conditions that the government has
attempted to impose among the min-
ers despite universal protest. The
frame-up which is planned against
the British Trotskyists for allegedly
being responsible for the strikes, is
calculajed to distract attention from
those really responsible for the
strike.

Although the Trotskyists are few in
number, they are active and enjoy
the confidence of their fellow work-
ers. It goes without saying that they
are supporting the strikers — who
know that their unbearable condi-
tions broughf them out on strike and
will recognize the frame-up.
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the country — BY MEANS OF THE
LABOR DRAFT.

This, of course, was Paradise for
the mine owners—or at least it would
be if they could only make it last.

The govéernment and the courts were -

behind the mine owners, and the
trade union leaders did everything
in.their power to keep the men from
fighting back,

Why the Miners Sirike

The mine owners began cutting
wage rates and making deductions
for numerous non -existent items.
Pieceworkers were not given their
full wages on various excuses, such
as “excessive” dirt in the coal and
the like. In some of the older mines,
drilling and hewing its still done by
hand. Hewers and fillers work in
seams having a MAXIMUM HEIGHT
OF TWO FEET ONE INCH. THEY
HAVE TO WORK LYING ON THEIR
SIDES AND THEN DRAG OUT THE
COAL SIXTEEN TO EIGHTEEN
FEET FROM THE WORKING FACE
TO THE TUBS. There is less spray-
ing and more dust; the roads are in
bad condition and there is a shortage
of ponies.

But the miners are ﬁghtmg back.
At the Hartfield main pits it took
seven strikes to stop the company’s
persistent attempts to cut wages. In
the Kent coal fields, a threat to
strike restored the rates which had
been cut. At the Cardewan pit,
eighteen strike leaders were arpested
and fined. Four menths later four-
teen of them were re-arrested for
not paying their fines. As the news
spread, every pit for forty miles
walked out. When twenty miners at
the Tarenti colliery were sentenced
{0 one month imprisonment for re-
fusing to pay fines for slow-downs,
four pits were immediately vacated
by the miners. The Durham miners
struck for a wage increase; the
Sleekburn pits struck to settle griev-
ances; others struck to abolish the
vicious contracting sysiem. All of
ihese. examples can be multiplied by
the HUNDREDS, for Britain had over
five hundred coal strikes during
1943.

Injuries and Deaths

The mines are becoming more and
more unsafé. Ellis Smith, a member
of Parliament, in a House of Com-

mons speech, revealed that “There
are more injured each year in the
mining industry than the {otal num-
ber of people who suffered as a re-
sult of enemy air raids from 1939 to
the end of 1942. From 1928-37, 1,602,-
497 were killed or injured...or on
each working day three were killed
and five hundred injured. That means
blood and death on the coal obtained
in this industry.”

Silicosis, the dreaded miners' dis-
ease, is on the rise. In the first six
months of 1943, the Rhonda Valley
alone reported over four hundred
fresh cases. In South Wales it is es-
timated that one out of every ten
miners is waiting for the Medical
Board for Silicosis to pension them
out of the industry.

The small, damp, ramshackle cot-
tage$—most of them built in 1840-56
—that the South Wales miners live
in, are more neglected than ever by
the coal-owner landlords. Miners'
food rations are low and, due to the
scarcity of goods, there is not as
free a flow of goods as to the other
industrial communities which can
pay higher prices. :

Is there any question, therefore,
why the miners send their sons into
other industries and fight so valiant-
ly when the government tries to
force these youths back to the coal
fields?

The government’s: attempts to per-
suade young men to choose the pits

instead of the army has been a mis- -

erable flop. Ian MacKay, industrial
correspondent of the News Chronicle,
estimates that the government has
spent over a half million dollars in
expensive advertisements to coax the
youths into becoming miners. But
less than a handful have responded.

Compulsion Not Working
The failure of the advertisements,

the miners’ sons refusal to return, no °

replacement of the industry’s annual
30,000 “wastage” (old age, accidents,
disease and death), PLUS the slow-
down and strikes, have the govern-
ment worried. Something else must
be tried. Raise wages? Seitle the
miners’ grievances? Make the mines
safe from accident and disease? Don’t
be absurd! After all, this is still capi-
talism. So the Bevin Pit Compul-
sion System was brought into play.
The government is drafting young
men, between the ages of eighteen
and twenty-one, from the factories
and shipyards, and sending them
into the mines.

This coercion, however, is mnot
proving itself very profitable to the
mine owners. These young men have
not only been in the forefront of
every strike called by the adults, but
their grievances have often been the
cause of these strikes. Fines and im-
prisonment. have not dampened their
militancy. One group in Wales draft-
ed a charter saying: “If these de-
mands are not met the coal shall be
left in the bowels of the earth for-
ever, We shall not bring it forth.”

In addition to the activity of the
youth already in the mines, those
that are still in the other industries
are organizing themselves into ap-
prentices’ guilds to break the Bevin
System. These guilds are growing,
and we shall hear more about them,
because from all indications they re-
alize that pit compulsion is only part
of the whole miserable system.

These are a FEW of the reasons
for the strikes, ¢

The Churchill government says
that the miners are wrong in going
on strike. LABOR ACTION says
they are right. What do you say?

When Capitalists *Educate” Workers

PHILADELPHIA — The latest ad-
vance into the field of “workers' edu-
cation” was announced here at a
meeting of the Pennsylvania Manu-
facturers Association.

At a luncheon in the South Garden
of the swanky Bellevue - Stratford
Hotel (at the usual $3.50 per :plate,
no doubt), the benevolent protectors
of workers' welfare grew expansive
and proclaimed their intention “to
direct the thought of labor along
constiuctive, cooperative lines.”

Républican National Committee-
man G. Masoh Owlett, president of
the association (at $35,000 a year),
elaboratéd on his progiram by declar-
ing that “American employers must
take their employees into their con-
fidence.” :

We reprint below a take-off by the
labor reporter of the Philadelphia
Record on what the “educational
pregram” would probably sound like.
Though done in jest, the picture
might well become a reality. In fact,
the. PMA would be ruch slicker in
putting this propaganda ovef. ¢
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Jf. Mr. Owlett doesn’'t mind, we will
look in on one of his classes today.
He is nearing the end of the morn-
ing's lésson as the curtain goés up.

Mr. Owlett: And now, ladies and
gentlemen, I think we are all agreed-
on the principles of free enterprise
as outlined here. Perhaps one of our
little scholars will give us a brief
definition of free enterprise.

Pupil (waving his hand eagerly):
Fifteen dollars a week, sir.

Mr. Owleit, (raising his eyebrows):
Every week?

Pupil ' (blushing): Well,
When times are good, I mean.

Mr. Owlett: And what does the
loyal worker do when times are bad?

no sir.

‘Radicalism . . .

Pupil: Star...I mean, he gets laid
off, but he is happy because that
proves that he is not regimented and
mulcted by unscrupulous union lead-
ers. Besides, free soup will be avail-
able Tuésday noons, through the gen-
erosity of the business leaders of the

_community.

Mr. Owlett: Excellent, Quivvens.
Now, I wonder who can tell me what
an employee should receive after fif-
ty years of service when his supe-
riors decide he is no longer able to

work and...that is to say, relieve
him of his responsibilities. What is
his reward?

Anpther pupil (awed): A gold
watch!

Mr. Owlett: Well, you should have

said a handsomely engraved gold
watch, but the answer will pass. (His
Vvoice deepens to a growl): But what
do we call a social security system
which guarantees that man a regu-
lar income for the rest of his life?

The whole class: Communism...
Un-Americanism . . .
Interference with free enterprise...
Regimentation ... Dirty politics.

‘Mr. Owlett: Splendid. I've never
known a more receptive class. Sup-
pose one of our cooperative, con-
structive members tells what he
thinks of the forty-hour week?

Quivvens: , It's a cheap political
maneuver devised by moronic poli-
ticians and supported by money-hun-
gry, dues-chasing, opportunist over-
lords of labor. ;

Mr. Owlett (checking the adjec-
tives): Correct. What is a proper
work-week, Quivvens?

Quivvens: Why, sir, it would be
impertinent for. a worker to express
an opinion here. The matter should
be left entirely ‘to the wisdom of the
employor

Mr. Owlett: Excellent! While we
are on the subject, what is over-
time pay? :

(There is a chorus of boos, but fi-
nally Quivvens makes himself heard):

Quivvens (proudly): There is no
such thing as overtime pay, sir!

Mr. Owlett: Very nicely put, in-
deed! I see our period is drawing to
a close. I have one final announce-
ment to make, but before that, is
there any alert student who remem-
bers the political duties of the true
American workman?

Voice in the rear: I do, sir. He
tries to remember what he has been
taught here, but in case he forgets he
just follows the instructions he will
receive in his pay envelope right be-
fore election.

Mr. Owlett: That's it, Scrudge.
Thank you. Now, before the next
class I want you each to write a
2,00-word essay on “How American
Labor Can Best Get Back to the Gold-
en Age of 1890." The prize for the
best work...(he pauses for atten-
tion) ... The prize for the best work
will be a complete collection of the
works of Westbrook Pegler!

(The cheers are deafening. Mr.
Owlett raises a hand):

Mr. Owlett: Thank you. I know
you will all try hard to earn it. I
see by my watch that class has been
in session exactly forty-eight minutes
today. You will be docked for that
time. Good morning, ladies and gen-
tlemen.

(The class applauds heartily and
many members stop to wring Mr.
Owlett’s hand as they leave. At least,
we think it is his hand they are
wringing; the curtain falls so rapidly
that we can't quite see.)
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Wage Increases
As Result of
Los Angeles
Power Strike

LOS ANGELES—Primarily as a re-
sult of their strike action, workers of
Los Angeles’ municipally owner wa-
ter and power department have ob-
tained an additional $5.00 a month in-
crease in wages. A similar amount
with authorized in February during
a ten-day strike, bringing the total
pay raise to ten dollars a month for
all employees earning less than $350
a month.

The workers had demanded a fif-
teen dollar increase, and inability to
secure any action on this and other
demands resulted in the work stop-
page in February. The wage scale
is still under review by a three-man
board, and it is possible that the ori-
ginal demands of the workers may
be met when that board submits its
findings.

One interesting result of the action
of the water and power commission-
ers in granting the award was Mayor
Fletcher Bowren's assertion that
other city employees should also get
pay increases. Mayor Bowren, it will
be recalled, took an unsympathetic
attitude toward the demands and ac-
tions of the water and power work-
ers, and was largely instrumental in
having the Army take over control
of the department for a brief period.

Commenting upon the new ' award,
Mayor Bowren is quote by the Los
Angeles Daily News as stating:
“There are 10,000 faithful employees
who have remained on the job and
made no threat of striking, and I
certainly am going to do everything
possible to obtain for them salary in-
creases comparable to those granted
water and power employees.”

The Mayor then expressed doubts

-as to where he could obtain the
funds necessary for such an increase.
The 10,000 workers to whom the
Mayor referred have undoubtedly
taken notice of the promise, and have
also undoubtedly taken note of the
fact that the only way .the water
and power employees were able to
obtain their demands was by resort-
ing to strike action.. .: 4

The increase- was -awarded--at a -

stormy meeting of the department
of water and power commissioners,
and was granted over the strong op-
position of Board President James B.
Agnew. Agnew termed the increase
“a complete surrender to union de-
mands” and also asserted that the
Little Steel formula was: being ex-
ceeded by fourteen per cent.

NEWS AND VIEWS FROM THE LABOR FRONT

CHESTER, Pa.—The insolent attitude
of the Sun Shipbuilding Co. toward
the CIO Shipbuilders Union and the
firing of key union men caused a
series of stoppages here.

In what is an obvious attempt to
break the union and demand a new
election this spring or summer, the
company has refused to settle griev-
ances and has begun ‘a campaign of
flirings on trumped-up charges. The
action of the men followed the firing
‘of a chief shop steward in the cen-
tral yard. The accuraulated griev-
ances of the workers brought partial
stoppages in the various yards, with
virtually complete stoppagé in the

" segregated all-Negro yard, No. 4.

Demands to Be Arbitrated

The stoppages began on the night
shifts. Just as the day shift was
about to walk out, the company gave
in and agreed to reinstate two of the
fired men and take  the other de-
mands submitted by the union after
the men went on strike, to imme-
diate arbitration. The union is de-
manding:

1. Agreement to discuss a bonus
for No. 4 yard similar to those given
in other yards.

2. An up-grading system for No. 4
yard equal to that of the other yards.

3. Immediate removal of six speci-

The Meaning of Dies’ Attack

By JOHN BERNE

Martin Dies, the poll -taxer from
Texas, and his underlings on-the Dies
Committee certainly did not scoop
any news in ‘“revealing” that there
are Communists in the leadership of
the CIO and therefore also in the
CIO Political Action Committee. This
has been common knowledge for a
long long time.

The 216-page report of the Dies
Committee “exposing” the close con-
nection between the CIO Political
Action Committee and the Commu-
nists was not motivated by any de-
sire to purify the labor movement.

What, then, are the motives of
Dies?

But before going into that ques-
tion, in the interest of clarity, the
position of LABOR ACTION on both
the Communist Party and on the CIO
Political Action Committee has to be
stated. About the Communists, there
is‘no doubt at all that they are the
most reactionary and disruptive in-
fluence in the labor movement—fol-
lowing, as they do, within the unions,
the edicts of the Kremlin, regardless

‘of what that means to the workers.

As to the CIO-PAC, it is engaged at
present in a gross misuse of labor's
political power—working overtime to
tie it to the coattails of Roosevelt and
other “friends of labor” who are
merely capitalist politicians.

So in putting the spotlight on Dies,

died at 2:00 p.m. on February 3.

power Board, Butts said bluntly:

A Vacation in Heaven

No medals, no citations, no decorations for Vittorio Valentinueci,
- worker in the pressed steel department of the Dodge main plant who

His ten-year-old daughter ill, and he himself sick, Vittorio appealed
on January 28 to Ben Butts of Labor Control for a few months' leave of
absence—confident that his almost twenty-five years of service for the
company entitled him to this small privilege.

Buits smiled to himself when he heard Valentuceci's story—pulling
that old gag of a doctor's recommendation for a change ef climate!
When Valentucci pointed out that he had a release from the War Man-
“If you take a release on that I'l
break your seniority immediately.” Butts “knew” that the man was
bluffing. Why, he was as well as you or I!

Six days later Vittorio died. He can have his vacation now—uncon-
cerned with the charge of absenteenism!

Ford’s Scheme to Lower
Wages by Shifting Workers

DETROIT—AIl companies in search
of a good scheme for lowering wages
should consult with Ford Motor Co.
By the simple practice of transfer-
ring work from one of its plants to
another, this wunion-hating company
is frying to reduce .all rates to the
lowest general rates paid in any of
.its plants. Here's how it works:

The company transfers a cerfain
job from its River Rouge plant to the
Highland Park plant. If rates at the
Highland Park- plant for those par-
ticular classifications happen to be
lower than those at River Rouge, the
company uses the Highland Park
rates. If, on the other hand, the rates
happen to be higher, the company
will insist that the River Rouge rates
be applied..

This vicious practice has been the
cause of numerous stoppages during
the past several months in the Pratt
& Whitney division of the Highland
Park plant. Here the production of
aircraft engines was transferred from
the old River Rouge aircraft build-
ing, where negotiated rates were
higher than those at Highland Park.
Employees who were iransferred
from River Rouge along with the
job were paid their old rate, while
Highland Park employees placed on
the job received lower rates.

Thus there were two sets of rates

e

being paid to workers working side
by side and doing identical work.
To remedy this situation the com-
pany proposed that all rates be re-
duced to the general level of High-
land Park rates. The union insisted
that the same rates apply as were
negotiated at the Rouge aircraft
building.

After frequent stoppages and walk-
outs, in which the Pratt & Whitney
workers were solidly united in their
demands for higher rates for every-
one on the job, the Regional War
Labor Board issued a directive or-
dering Ford Motor Co. to pay the
higher rates, retroactive to thé pe-
riod when work was begun on the
job.

This represents only a partial vic-
tory for the union, as the company
has appealed the case. This suspends
the order until the National War La-
bor Board makes its decision. But it
is a victory nonetheless.

It testifies to the fighting spirit and
solidarity of the Prait & Whiiney
workers, who showed their union
leaders in no uncertain terms that
they would not tolerate the chiseling
of the company. In spite of the no-
strike pledge imposed on them from
above, the workers fought against a
cut in wages with the only weapon
they liave—the strike—and they won!

. Union-Busting at Sun Ship

fied foremen and assistant foremen.

4. Elimination of the present meth-
od of issuing “pink slips.” (The com-
pany has a vacious system whereby
workers are given these slips for al-
leged infractions of the company's
ruleg and a dismissal comes with the
third pink slip.)

5. A conference on the reinstate-
ment of the discharged shop stew-
ards. A meeting, immediately after
work i$ resumed, on these dis-
charges, and selection of an arbi-
trator to be sent in by the National
War Labor Board. )

6. Break down the color line be-
iween No. 4 yard and the rest of the
yards to permit Negro mechanics to
work in all yards.

7. No penalty for those participat-
ing in the protest.

8. Replacement of John Pew, Jr.
(It has been impossible to conduct
negotiations with him.)

“Great White Father”

No. 4 yard, hailed by the Negro
press as John G. Pew’s contribution
to the advancement of the colored
people, turned out to be just what
LABOR ACTION predicted: an effort
on the part of Pew to create further
barriers between white and Negro
workers by letting the Negro work-
ers think he was the “Great White

LABOR ACTION does not exonerate
eithér the treachery of the Stalinists
or the political sell-out of labor by
the CIO-PAC.

With this clarification, let us con-
sider Dies's motives in raising the
red-scare in connection with the
CIO-PAC.

First and foremost is the motive of
self-preservation.

As pointed out by Sidney Hillman,
head of the PAC, more poll-tax pay-
ments have been made in Dies’ own
home district than at any time in its
history. In tis effort to corral votes
for Roosevelt, PAC has been encour-
aging citizens in poll-tax states to
pay up wherever possible to be able
to vote in November. This is a di-
rect threat to Dies and his ilk, who
might not even be re-elected if the
trend continues.

Another thing Dies does not like
is the wide publicity given by PAC
to the past records of congressmen.
This is a very sensitive nerve in
Congressman Dies. That is why the
report makes the wild charge that
PAC is carrying on “a subversive
communist campaign to subvert the
Congress of the United States to its
totalitarian program.”

So Dies attacks PAC because it has
attacked him.

The other motive behind the Dies
Committee report is, of course, to
make anti-union propaganda—which

ALP Primaries - -

(Continued from page 1)
combine.

Our position was clear A victory
for Dubinsky - Counts - Rose left the
possibility open for a transformafion
of the party into a genuine Labor
Party, made the struggle for such a
change possible. A victory for Hill-
man and the Stalinists meant, either
the immediate dissolution of the
party, or its dissolution after the
November election, or its transfor-
mation into an auxiliary beyond re-
deinption of the Communist Party.
Their destruction of the ALP would
be a blow against labor and the
rising movement for independent
labor political action.

Well, Hillman and the Stalinists
won. The Dubinsky - Counts - Rose
group withdrew from the ALP. The
ALP is now wholly in the hands of
Hillman, and ‘the Stalinists—the worst
enemies inside the ranks of the la-
bor movement. Where does that leave
the idea and movement, of indepen-
dent labor political action and the
organization of a genuine Labor Par-
ty? This idea, this movement, and
the need for the organization of a
genuine independent Labor Party is
more necessary than ever.

The American Labor Party was not
such an independent Labor Party. It
was a Labor Party only by virture
of the use of the word labor. It was
not a true “experiment” in indepen-
dent labor political action, as is so
abundantly revealed by its whole
existence and as will be conclusively
revealed, to those who do not yet
believe it, under the new leadership

' of organized labor—the CIO—as the

Father,” as the company union re-
ferred to him during the Labor Board
election campaign last summer.

But Pew's “gift” turned out to be
a place where the Negroes did the
same work as the white workers in
oiher yards, but were consistently
discriminated against. Unequal pro-
motions and up-grading prevail in
No. 4 yard, while Negro mechanics
are barred from working in the other.
yards, No payment of the bonus was .
made fo No. 4 yard Negroes while
it was paid in the other yards, ;

Though the workers in No. 4 yard
are Negroes, they are subject to the
same capitalist exploitation, and
when it comes to defending their in-
terests as working men, questions of
race, color and creed don't come into
the picture,

Negro workers learned this soon
enough and joined the CIO, were ac-
tive in it and fought for their de-
mands. Though No. 4 yard was a
CIO weak spot during the Labor
Board election last summer, the stop-
page there last week indicated that
Pew's benevolent protection was
wearing thin. The Negro workers
sought protection, not through Mr.
Pew and his Sun Shipbuilding Em-
ployees Association, but in the CIO
Shipbuilding Union, i

is very much in style today. No mat-
ter how else this 216-page diatribe is
considered, it is undoubtedly an at-
tack on the CIO and an attempt to
discredit it.

To Dies—to whom the activities of
America Firsters, Coughlinites and
other native fascists do not seem to
come within the jurisdiction of his
Committee on Un-American Activi-'
#es—the strength of organized labor
undoubtedly stands out as the most
“un-American” phenomenon in the
country.

With the keen nose of the capitalist
reactionary for what is most pro-
gressive in America, Dies rightly
sorts out the most advanced section

target for his attack.

The rank and file of the CIO is
certainly not going to go soft over
Dies because he expressed his “faith”
in it as against “thousands of lead-
ers, high and low.” That kiss is the
kiss of death. Just because the CIO
is the progressive force that draws
fire from Dies’s guns, it has within
itself the strength to throw out the
turncoat Communists, to end the
false political policy of Hillman and
the PAC, and to utilize labor's politi-
cal might as a class to oust not only
its open enemies of the Dies variety,
but its so-called friends of the Roose-
velt variety.

of Hillman and the Communist Party.

The lessons are clear! What is
needed in the State of New York, as
well as throughout the country, is the
establishment of a genuine indepen-
dent Labor Party, based on the trade
unions, fighting for the political pow-
er of the American working class.-
This need is emphasized by the actual
existence of widespread sentiment
throughout the labor movement for
such a movement and: party.

To say, as Dubinsky-Counts-Rose
have said, that “another experiment
in independent labor political action
has failed,” is uiter nonsense. What
failed again was the policy of play-
ing capitalist politics, a policy of
class collaboration. What failed was
the time-dishonored- practice of or-
ganizing the workers as a “pressure
group” on the capitalist political par-
ties. What failed was the idea that
the workers could gain anything sub-
stantial by fighting for crumbs off the
table of any capitalist politician, whe-
ther it be Roosevelt or someone else.

Yet the need for an independent
Labor Party was never more urgent
than now. The prospects for such
a party on a national seale, as well as
state, are excellent. What the lubor
unions must do is to begih now, with-
out equivocation, to establish such
parties throughout the country, par-
ties based upon labor, in the interests
of labor and all who tpil, with a la-
bor program. Such parties must be
truly independent of capitalist poli-
tics and capitalist parties. Then a °
genuine experiment in ixpclepemdenl:E
labor political action would begin.

/

that, “

Smoke Them Out

While Sidney Hillman was busy conspiring with his néw-found
friends in the Communist Party to squelch any move for an Indepen-
dent Labor Party, “The Advance,” newspaper of his union, the Amal-
gamated Clothing Workers.of America, reports in its February 15 issue
.one of the senators, twitting the Republican Tories for sup-
portmg the Tory Democrats in making it as difficult for.the soldier to
vote as possible, said: ‘We all know how the Presidents have. been
chosen. Five or six millionaire Democrats geétting inte one smoke-filled
room to pick a candidate, and five or six millionaire Republicans get-
ting into another smoke-filled room and picking another candidate,’ ”

You can help o smoke them all out by getting your local union .to
start pushing for an Independent Labor Party now! What about that
resolution you were going to introduce at your local meeting?
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Steel Companies Get More Time

The powerful case presentied by the United Steel Workers, CIO, for a
" wage increase and other demands, left the representatives of the corpora-
tions gaping. The attorney for Bethlehem Steel, in-asking for additional
time to prepare an answer to the union's bulwark of facts and figures, said:
“We could not possibly have anticipated the breadth of the union's attack on
the stabilization program”—meaning, of course, the Little “Steal” formula.
In spite of the objection of the union that the companies have known the
union's demands since last December, the companies got a- postponement
until April 18. What else could be expected from the WLB?

It Happened in Weirton

Twenty-five members of the United Steel Workers, CIO, were arrested on
March 30 for attempting to distribute handbills to employees of the Weirton
Steel Co. The CIO is conducting a campaign to organize the 12,000 em-
ployees of the company. The handbill read: “Despite the baseless ‘claims of
others, the USW, as in 1936, '37, '41 and '42, is carrying the fight alone for a
general wage increase for steel workers throughoui the nation. Do your
part. Join the USW now.”

The sheriff arrested the men on the trumped-up charge of “unlawful as-
sembly.” On two other recent occasions Ernest T. Weir's “hatchet gang" se-
verely injured a number of union members, several of whom are still laid
up in a hospital. It will be remembered by readers of LABOR ACTION that
Weir considers it his pay-triotic duty to manufacture weapons for use against
workers—for which, by the way, he gets priorities.

FDR Allows ‘Fraud’ to Become Law

After branding the “slates’ rights” servicemen's voting bill as a fraud,
President Roosevelt did not veto it. It is now, therefore, the law of the land.

, This new law ;was commented on by Senator Green, Democrat, of Rhode
Island, as follows: “I am still convinced that more men and women in the
service could vote under the old law. than under the new law.”

.Republicans recalled, with amusement, the President's recent challenge
to congressmen “to stand up and be counted,” and chided that by neither sign-
ing nor vetoing the bill, he “placed the shoe on the other foot.” The Presi-
dent's message to Congress was a model of temperateness this time. Cer-
téin_ amendments that the President asked for were introduced by Senators
Green and Lucas. But the rank Rankin hastened to predict the fate of any
amendments by asserting that “we have provided the very best law we could
under the circumstances.” To labor, as to the men and women in arms, this
is still a fraud! )

$1,165,800,000 Taxes on Consumers

On A’pril 1 we began paying a little more for a long list of commodities
due to-the new tax law. A worker's glass of beer is taxed ten per cent; his
wife's Woolworth earrings are taxed twenty per cent. We now pay twenty
per cent more on electric bulbs, on face powder, on handbags. Next winter
a working woman who might otherwise be able to afford an inexpensive fur
coat or a fur-trimmed coat, will find it prohibitive to pay the twenty per
cent tax. A night's fun in a cabaret will be out of the question for working
people—the tax is thirty per cent. A tax has been slapped onto or increased
on many other items, 1mlud1ng telephone bills and movie tlckets Even post-
age rates are up.

Congress found it necessary to impase these new sales laxes so as nol io
infliet any further “hardships” on big business, whose war pwﬂts in 1943
amounted to a mere $10,000,000,000 AFTER lax deductions.

A Gruesome Repori' on ltaly

John Daly, CBS reporter, returning after fourtecn months in the Medil-
erranean area, revealed some damning details about how AMG is running
“liberated” ltaly. Here are some of the high points:

The Allies pay Italian workers a daily wage of ninely cents. Potatoes at
forty cents a pound—when you can get them—gives an idea of how far the
ninety cents. goes.

AMG is suppesed to distribute food, but it is falling down on Lhc job.
There is starvation and malnutrition. “The death rate in Naples is four times
that of Rome,” according to Mr. Daly. “Officials refuse to admit that these
people are starving to death, They say that so-and so died of influenza, with
malnutrition as a ‘contributory cause.”

"The Insatiable Greed -of Russia’

Smuggling it out through underground channels, the Polish Socialist
Party has sent a message to Clement B. Attlee, Deputy Premier And Labor
Party leader of England. Nine-tenths of this 4,000-word appeal to Brifish
labor is devoted to a denunciation of Russia. The Polish socialists ask for
arms to be used not only against the Germans but also against the Russian
army, which represents “the insatiable greed of Russia” The appeal states
that “even temporary occupation of Polish territories by the Soviet will mag-
nify the calamities caused by German eoccupation.”

New Crop of German Communists

If credence is to be given to a dispatch from Stockholm, Sweden, a de-
velopment of the utmost importance has taken place in Germany. Not only
has Communist activity begun again there for the first time since the Nazis
took power in 1938. But the report states: “According to information reach-
ing here, the new crop of German communists are convinced intermational-
ists, which may perhaps make cooperation with Moscow difficult.”

If it is indeed true that the new crop of German Communists are through
with Stalinism and adhere to the principles of international socialism, this is
glad news at which all class-conscious workers can rejoice.

L[] L] - - 4, L]
Political Rough-riding by Churchill

Liberals were amazed at the coercive measure taken by Churchill in the
House of Commons last week on what appeared to be a very minor issue.

The House had passed, by a majority of one vote, an amendment to the
government's education bill, the amendment providing the same pay for
women teachers as for men. Immediately Mr. Churchill interpreted the vote
as a challenge and demanded a re-vote, the result to be taken as a vote of
confidence or lack of confidence in the government. The outcome of the
second vote was, of course, a foregone conclusion. The House reversed itself
and voted the innocuous amendment down, 425 to 23.

When a government becomes so touchy on the question of confidence,
there is usually reason for it. In England there are 135,000 miners on strike.
On the political field. results of by-elections have given the government can-
didates at least nine defeats out of thirty-four elections, and in many places
where the government candidates won, it was against stiff competition. In
his recent speech, Churchill found it necessary to devole a great portion of it
to defense of his policies and promises for the future.

Victims of the Nazls and the Allies

'On March 31 the British White Paper went into effect and Jewish immi-
gration into Palestine was ended. This is in violation of the British mandate
over Palestine calling for a Jewish homeland, in violation of the Balfour
Declaration, and a repudiation by this government of its responmblhty and

right under the treaty of 1924 to stop Britain's action.

The event produced public protests in Palestine. In Jerusalem, Haifa,
Jaffa and Tel-Avis there were street fighting, attacks on police headquarters,
and wounded and dead. Here the President iried to crawl out of his very
recent promise to help the Jews. He explained that he was talking about the
post-war period. It is well known, however, that the Wagne_r-Taft resolu-_
‘tion that was dropped for manufactured “military reasons” referred to the
present.

On March 24 the President appealed to the German and other European
people to help the Jews escape. Escape to where? He also assured corre-
spondents that the United States is caring for as many refugees as possible,
\ and referred io Africa. On investigation it has been discovered that the
United States is not caring for a single refugee there.

There are said to be still 30,000 unused entry permits into Palestine. Will
they be issued? No word has come forth from the mighty as to this. What
will happen to the 2,000,000 Jews trapped in the Balkans? British and Amer-
fcan imperialism is concerned with power politics in the Middle East. That
is the answer.

C P. Leaders Sponsor New Party

Communist Party Is Cracking

The first reaction by former leaders

of the Communist Party against the
“new line” in support of capitalism
recently proclaimed by CP Secretary
Earl Browder has just been reliably
reportied to LABOR ACTION.
. The reaction has taken the form of
an attempt to break with the official
Communist Party and to esiablish a
“genuine” Communist Party in its
place.

Who the Sponsors Are

The atlempt,
learns, is being made by two former
leaders of the Communist Party, Wil-
liam F. Dunne and Norman H. Tal-
lentire, The two men, while not
members of the Communist Party in
recent times, belonged to it almost
from the days of its foundation back
in 1919-20. Dunne, once 'a prominent
labor leader in Butte, Mont., joined

the Communist Party in the very

earliest days and became a member
of its Central Commitiee and editor
of its official weekly paper of that
time, The Worker. He continued to
be a member of the Central Commit-
tee for many years, was often a dele-
gate of the party to congresses of the
Communist International in Moscow,

LABOR ACTION

and for some time worked in the
Executive Committees of the Com-
munist International and the Red In-
ternational of Labor Unions. Con-
flicts with the present party leader-
ship led to his separation from the
party about a couple of years ago.

Tallentire, one of (he founders of
the Communist Party, was for many
years one of its most active organiz-
ers and for a.period of time also a
member of its Central Committee.
He is not known to have been active-
ly associated with the party in re-
cent times.

Fo]léwing the Browder decree that
the Communist Party is to “dissolve”
itself and openly support capitalism
and oppose socialism as**“utopian,”
the two former leaders began to cir-
cularize CP “old-timers"” with a pro-
posal to establish a new and “genu-
ine” Communist Party.

What About a Program?

Just what program this new party
is to have is as yet unknown. It
may be surmised, however, from the
fact that, so far as is known, neither
Dunne nor Tallentire has ever sepa-
rated himself fo any important de-

gree from the principles and the un-

f

Life Imprisonment For Negro
Soldiers--'Scottsboro’ Method

By JESSIE KAAREN

An investigation arising from a

chance letter sent by a Negro sol-
dier, Edward R. Loury, to the Na-
tional Association for the Advance-
ment of Colored People, has dis-
closed one of the most cynical and
brutal examples of Jim Crow injus-
tice ever known in the Army—an
Army which already has a long list
of Jim Crow acts to its “credit.”
- Two Negro soldiers were sentenced
to life imprisonment at a court mar-
tial. They were charged with rape,
in spite of testimony by the woman
revealing that she was a prostitute
and had accepted payment from . the
scldiers.

This testimony was supported by a

'white soldier, a Lieutenant Engels,

who was also involved with the wo-
man but was not court martialled
because of it.
dishonorably discharged from the
army for conduct “unbecoming an
officer,” but is now awaiting re-in-
duction.

The original charge was brought
against the soldiers by a white offi-
cer, whose name is not mentioned.
This officer happened to be at the
scene of the allegsed “rape” with a
girl of kis cwn ¢n kis arm, and per-
haps, fearing that he was recognized,
decided to start the offensive against
the Negroes. A report, stating that
the woman ‘“raped” had been ex-
amined in the local hospital PRIOR
to the incident and was found to be
suffering from gonorrhea, was ig-
nored al the trial.

A Forced Confession

The private who:wrote the letter,
Edward R. Loury, had been stationed
in' New Caledonia, one of the Pa-
cific islands off Australia, along with
his friend, Frank Fisher, Jr. Before
the “trial of the iwo boys, Private
Loury had been kept in prison for
five days, starved and tortured, un-
til he consented to sign a phony con-
fession.

At their trial the boys were rep-
tesented by a counsel whom they had
met onhly the ‘day before and who
did not ask any questions that would

. establish their innocence. Neither did

the presiding judge give the boys a
chance to clear themselves. The sol-
diers were convicted and finally sent
to the U, S.*Penitentiary on Mc¢Neil
Island in the state of Washington.
From there Loury wrote the letter
to the NAACP, parts of which we
guote here:

“I am writing for your help as a
citizen of this couniry and a member
of the military service. I was tried
for rape apd sentenced to life at Mec-
Neil Island but sir that for something
I did not de. The woman stated in
court that I paid her....I' volun-
teered into the service at the age of
eighteen as trying to do my part in
this war. The woman is a well known
prostitute of the island. Any soldier
can tell you what kind of woman

(Continued from page 1)

Roosevelt bears the main responsi-
bility for this situation because the
Little Steel formula is his baby and
because he refuses to rescind the
Stabilization Act despite the failure
and refusal of Congress to enact the
other points of his program. Thus
the seven-point program has become
a one-point program directed against
the living standards of every work-
ing man and woman in this country.

The political lesson in this situa-
tion is that labor must turn to itself
for political hope and salvation.
Conditions dictate the political or-
ganization of labor, the establish-

ment of an independent party of la-

bor and independent’ labor political
action.
The grave mistake of the labor of-

Lieutenant Engels was |

she is. She live out to gel five or ten
dollars frem the first soldier she
meet. White or colored. I happen to
be a colored soldier tried for this
woman....So please investigate my
case and let me know if I can get
back to duty.”

The case has been pushed into pub-
lic view now that the wrief asking
for a review  of the case has been
filed by the NAACP with Secretary
of War Stimson. The case was origi-
nally tried in New Caledonia, where
the two boys were convicted last
June. Their sentences were upheld
by the Army, commander at Mel-
bourne, Australia.

Additional information reveals
that the military authorities had re-
jected .a.plea for clemency on the
ground that the civil authorities in
New Calgdonia would not like it. Ac-
cording to this information, Major-
Gen. James A. Ulio, adjutant gen-
eral, sent. a telegram to the island
command in New Caledonia, asking
whether “exercise of clemency would
cdversely,.affect relaiions with civil
auxthorities im view of press reporis
of statements of island government
concerning., misconduct of American
troops, ingluding criminal assaults by
Negro. treeps on white womezn.”

The answer. rzceived to this tele-
gram wag reported to be as follows:
“In my epinion exercise of clemenc
in cases of Fisher and Loury at this
time would adversely affect rela-
tions with .civil authorities and would
also adversely .affect internal disci-
pline, parficularly since press com-
ments thereon attributed to Rep.

. Vilo Marcantonio have cpme io the

attention island command concerned.
1 recommend against clemency at this
time.”

“Scottsboro” Technique

And so, because the Negroes hap-
pened o be seen on their night off
by a white officer with a girl of his
own, and because the army duthori-
ties were anxious to appease the civil
authorities and use the case as a
threat. to Negro soldiers stationed
there, these two young boys were
framed by the “Scottsboro” technique
and a confession extracted from one
of them by the old time - honored
“third degree” method.

These boys were chosen as the vie-
tims first of all because they were
Negroes. and secondly because they
were young and easily intimidated.
They were railroaded into life im-
prisonment by a crude frame-up—
the authorities never counted on the
spunk that Loury displayed in send-
ing out that letter.

The whole affair is typical of the

Army's relations with Negro soldiers
—displaying total disrespect for Ne-
gro life and dignity.
. However, this is one case the Army
didn't get away with. The publicity
and widespread public interest that
‘the case is getting will undoubtedly
make a difference when the case is
reviewed.

Wage Freeze --

ficialdoms is that with knowledge of
the facts about capitalist political
double-dealing at the expense of the
workers, they still continue to play
the game of big business politics,
supporting one or the other of the
capitalist paltles and capitahst poh-
ticians.

An effective, fighting labor pro-
gram in the interests of the work-
ers, whether over wages, hours, con-
dlllons of laber or anything else,
needs fo be fortified by the pelitical
organization of labor.

This is the most important political
task facing the entire labor move-
ment—the AFL, the CIO, the Rail-
way Brotherhoods and all indepen-
dent unions—namely, the establish-
ment of a mass Labor Party based
on the trade unions in the couniry.

principledness of Stalinism, or from
its pracfices.

They ‘remained silent while the
Stalinist bureaucracy committed its
most monstrous crimes against the
great principles and ideals of the
Bolshevik Revelution and against
the champions of this revelution, the
Trotskyists. The frame-up, imprison-
ment, exile, shoofing and assassina-
tion of all the old Russian revolu-
tionists, as well as the enslavement
of the Russian people by the Krem-
lin bureaucracy, never met with a

.word of protest by either of these

two men. On what program different
from that of Stalinism they now ex-
pect to form a “new” party is thus
far a mystery.

Equally unknown is the degree of
response they have met with fmm
the ‘*old-time” CP members they
have approached. For the most part,
these elements, even when they en-
tertain private disagreements with
Stalin or Browder, are worthless,
corrupted and tired-out hacks, who
stand by cynically while workers are
tricked into joining the CP, only to
be subjecied to the same corrupting
poison which they themselves have
absorbed in the past fifteen to twenty
years and which they helped to dis-
seminate. )

It will nevertheless be interesting
to watch this new development as a
symptom of the further disintegra-
tion of Stalinism in this country, a
process that can only be welcomed
by every genuine socialist and think-
ing worker in the labor movement.
LABOR ACTION will have more to

,say on this score,

Foster-Darcy Affair

Meanwhile, all does not seem to be
sweet harmony in the ranks of the
Stalinist bureaucracy here. Follow-
ing a number of rumors about disa-
greement with the Browder policy on
the part of William Z. Foster and
Samuel A. Darcy, two of the most
prominent wheelhorses of the Com-
munist machine, the Daily Worker
has published two statements.

One statement by Foster wvehe-
mently denies that he has any dis-
agreement with the new line, People
in a position to know the facts claim
that the truth is otherwise. Foster,
who has never really reconciled him-
self to the fact that his former office-
boy, Browder, replaced him as parly
boss, appears to have found the new
ultra-reactionary line of the CP a
little too much for even his capa-
cious stomach to digest. However, he
was subjected to such a merciless
drubbing by the bureaucracy that he
caved in. Qld and decrepit, he did
not have the stamina to buck the
Kremlin paymasters.

Another statement, however, veri-
fies the reports about Darcy. Leader
of the Communist Party on the Wesl
Coast for many years, and recently
the pariy boss in Pennsylvania, Dar-
cy has just been ousted, from his post
by an official decision.of the "Phil-
adelphia District Committee of the
Communist Party of Pennsylvania.”

The committee statement says that
although Darcy pretended to be in

"full agreement with Browder on the
new line, he sought to use his Penn- .

sylvania post to sabotage it from
within. “Darey...did not wait for
the opening of the pre-convention
discussion on March 20 to express his
differences to the membership and
Parly Commiitees,” reads the state-
ment, “Instead, he proceefled to en-
gage in factional activily and to mo-

«bilize in a concealed and underhand

fashion against the policy that he
himself had professed f{o support.”
The Sialinisis apparently continue
the pretense that their party allows
any kind of discussion, while com-

ing down like a ton of brick on the

head of anyone who tries to do any
discussing. Darcy's “whole status” is
referred to the “coming district con-
vention.”

Just what Darcy stands for is also
a mystery at the moment. The fall-
ing out of these bureaucrats. who
committed and condoned the great-
est crimes in the history of the in-
ternational labor movement, is sig-
nificant only as an indication of the
degeneracy of Stalinism.

Neither the Browders nor the Dar-
cys have any other road for the sin-
cere communist workers but the road
of reaction and servitude to the Mos-
cow autocracy they have served so
faithfully., The road of working-class
progress, of revolutionary secialist
principle, has been marked out by
the Workers Party. It is a road that
leads in the opposile direction from
Stalinism.

Will Capitalism Provide
Jobs For All Workers?

By SUSAN GREEN

Irving S. Olds, chairman of the United States Steel Corporation, recently
answered this question—IN THE NEGATIVE.,

He was speaking at the yearly meeting of the Travelers Aid Society.

The financial editor of the New York Sun reports Mr. Olds as taking “a
crack at those who are making so much fuss over the ‘obligation’ of indusiry
fo provide jobs for every one after the war—to avoid the accusation that the
capitalist system has fallen down.”

Mr. Olds reminded his audience that industry “cam employ men ONLY
when it has a ready SALE for the goods the men produce.”

In a word, to Mr. Olds, industry has no.obligation to provide jobs. To ex-
pect the capitalist system to abolish unemployment is to make a silly fuss.
There has always been unemployment under capitalism—so why talk about
its falling down? There has always been unemployment because privately
owned industry empluys men only when there is a profitable market for its
product,

That's the answer of a' top-notch industrialist to the ugemployment ques-
tion: IT HAS ALWAYS BEEN—IT ALWAYS WILL BE—UNDER CAPI-
TALISM!

By his brutal frankness Mr, Olds illuminates the falseness of all the “plans”
that come from those who profess it is' possible to “reform” capitalism. For
as long as industry is owned by the class typified by the United States Steel
Corporation and Mr. Olds, they are the ones who determine how industry
will funetion. I
“SIMPLE AND FUNDAMENTAL” _ i

Mr. Olds made the position of the industrial masters very clear and con-
crete for he went on to point out that “It costs United States Steel, for exam-
ple, around $5,000,000 a day to carry on its present daily output—an outgo it
couldn't stand many days if there were no income.”

By “income” Mr. Olds, of course, means PROFIT—and he doesn’'t mean
any old kind of profit either!

The financial edifor of the New York Sun comments very sharply and
briefly on Mr. Olds's statement: “That all is very SIMPLE AND FUNDA-
MENTAL, but a powerful lot of people either don't understand it or don’t
wish to admit that they do.”

Now everything is settled. Unemployment is “very sunple and funda-
mental.” All that is necessary is to “understand” this.

What have LABOR ACTION and the Workers Party to say about this
su‘np]lc;ty and fundamentalism of capitalism?

First of all, they do indeed admit that it is fantastic to expect the United
States Steel Corporation or any other private enterprise to lay out $5,000,000
OR $5 A DAY to run its plants so that workers may have jobs.

But LABOR ACTION and the Workers Party do not.admit that for th.ls
reason unemployment is inevitable. They do not admit this because the
United States Steel Corporation and private ownership of industry are not
inevitable, not ordained to everlasting life,

On the contrary, LABOR ACTION and the Workers Party point out that
the capitalist system is doomed to go down in defeat. It is doomed exactly
because, as Mr. Olds states, it is based on “a ready sale for goods” rather than
THE HUMAN NEED FOR GOODS.

The human need for goods never ceases—even though the money to buy
goods may be lacking. FULL EMPLOYMENT, THEREFORE, WILL RE-
SULT WHEN INDUSTRY IS RUN TO FULFILL HUMAN NEEDS. And
labor will fight till it wins this objective!

RELIEVE MR. OLDS AND U. 8. STEEL

The idea is to relieve United States Steel Corporation and Mr. Olds of
their RESPONSIBILITY TO MAKE PROFITS OUT OF INDUSTRY. The
idea is to nationalize all industry and place it under the direct control of
qualified ‘workers' committees. The idea is that men and women can be fully
employed in producing the never-ceasing needs of the population—with no
concern about profits out of sales. The idea is that men, women and children
can consume and enjoy everything that is produced by hand and brain, lim-
ited only by their capacity to produce.’

It is for this that a workers' government must be formed. A workers
government will set ifself the task of ending the capitalist system which—
as frankly admitied by the capitalists themselves—has no solution for unem-
ploymerit!

The admission of top capitalists that their system cannot provide security
for the workers is an admission of abysmal failure and defeat, from the work-
ers’ point of view, At the same time it is a challenge to the workers to take
over production themselves for the benefit of the whole people.

The ﬁght for the thirty-hour week, to provide more jobs, is a fight in this
direction. The fight o prevent government war plants from being turned

over to private industry is also a fight in this direction. These plants must |

not be shut down for lack of “sales” but held as public property and oper-
ated by the workers to produce civilian goods. The demands for a peacetime
public improvement program to equal the enormous watr program is in-the
right direction. )

All these things the workers will be able to accomplish only by and for
themselves, as they end their dependence on the capilalist class—as they
break with the Siamese-twin political parties of the capitalist class—as they
strike out on the path of independent political action through an Indepen-
dent Labor Party.

This is the path leading to a workers' government, to the end of capitalism,
to the permanent solution of the unemployment question.

Peasanis Rebel In '_China

By L. K. LOW _

According to a news item in “Amerasia” (March 3), a peasant rebellion
involving one million people has been geing on in Kansu, China, since Feb-
ruary, 1943, The Kansu peasants are fighting against the provincial governor,
Ku Cheng-lun, and the forces of Chiang Kai-shek's First Army have been
sent/in to suppress them.

The grievances of the peasantis are: excessive taxation in kind, the force-
ful and undemocratic system of military conscription, and the onerous meth-
od of labor conscription whereby every four families must provide the gov-
ernment with the work of one man each day, together with implements,
mules, etc. Although armed only with ancient rifles and other antiquated
equipment, the peasants have so far been able to resist Chia.ng Kai-shek’s
crack troops,

Kansu is one of the three _Northwest provinces (Kansu, Ningshia, Shensi)
in the border region where the Chinese Communists .set up their govern-
ment during the period of struggle with Chiang Kai-shek. .

In the summer of 1943, five divisions of Chiang Kai-shek's best troops were
moved to the border between Szechuan and the Northwest provinces. The
inference generally made at the time was that these troops were sent to
guard against the armies of the Chinese Communists. However, in the light
of the “Amerasia” report, it is clear that it is not the Chinese Communists
whom Chiang Kai-shek fears.

According to “Amerasia,” not only are the Chinese Communists not lead-
ing the peasant revolt buf they are actually trying to aid the central govern=
ment to suppress it. .

Between 1928 and 1935, the Chinese Communists, in line with the inter-
national policy of Moscow, led the peasant war against Chiang Kai-shek. In
1935 the policy of the Popular Front was introduced. The Chinese Commu-~-
nists made a complete about-face and called for national unity with Chiang
Kai-shek against Japan. Thé price of national unity was retreat from the
economic and political reforms which the Chinese Communists were begin-
ning to introduce into the areas which they controlled.

Now ‘the Chinese Communisis are learning that large masses, of people .
cannot be so easily manipulated according to the zig-zag policies dictated by
Stalin. Kansu has a history of many bloody rebellions, the last ‘only a few
years before the war. Today, because of Kansu's importance as a link with
Russia, the rebellion of the Kansu peasants takes on added significance.
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