e e T A e

e L el

ST
i

PR

AT e R ST

et T S R
<“'“ml'-" Sl e 3

A LR e e L

This 8-Page Issue Is,Dedicated to May Day,

1944

Problems Before
Convention of

Steel Workers--
1. Rescind No-Strike Pledge
2. Build Real Labor Party

By DAYID COOLIDGE

As you assemble in your constitu-
tional convention, all of us are aware
of the pressing and extremely impor-
tant problems that you will face.
You will not only face the peculiar
problems which you must solve as
workers in the giant and basic steel
industry, but you will be confronted
with great problems that are being
faced by the whole working class in
the United States. You are aware, of
course, because you have been told
so often, that these problems arise
in part from the fact that the United
States is engaged in war,

While the war is the main event
and while our answer to the big ques-
tions of the day cannot be answered
without giving first consideration to
the war, it is also a fact that these
problems have their roots in the
workings of capitalist society. It is
necessary that all of us of the work-
ing class realize this or we will not
get far in seeking the correct solu-
tion for the many problems that face
us. :

THE UNION AND THE
STEEL COMPANIES

Right now, you as steel workers
are mainly concerned with your de-
mands for a wage increase and with
other demands that have to do with
security on your job and a decent
standard of living for your families.
You are demanding a basic wage in-
crease of seventeen cents an hour;
also, a guaranteed minimum annual
wage as well as severance pay on a
graduated scale, depending on length
of employment.

Your international union has done
an excellent job in making a careful
study of income and expenditures of
steel workers' families. Your case
was se well organized and presented
that the steel manufacturers had no
answer and had to ask for time to
prepare their case. In 'your attempt
to deal with the steel barons, the only
answer you could get from them was
({No " 3

The steel employers led by the’
United States Steel Corp., along with
the rest of big business, had already
decided on and -instituted an anti-
union drive even before you pre-
sented your demands.

Big Steel—and Little Steel, too—
would really like to get back to the
days of company unions. Undoubted-
ly the steel manufacturers are pre-
paring for a showdown with your
union. They know that you are in
a strong bargaining position due to
your size and.to the fact that steel
is the basic and essential industry.

The steel companies, along with
other big corporations, are convinced
that they can win an anti-union vie-
tory today. Fairless, Grace, Weir and
Girdler are ready to revert to all the
old union-crushing practices so pop-
ular”in the days of Frick and Gary.
They are heartened now because they
have reason to believe that they have
already scored a preliminary victory.

They have their Smith-Connally bill,
a friendly WLB, a threatening War
Manpower Commission, and a Presi-
dent in the White House who has
asked Congress to pass a national
service act.

AN INVENTORY OF
LABOR'S SITUATION

If this were all, it would be bad
enough. But the employers and their
goverrdment have more. They have a
no-strike fledge from labor. The em-
ployers and President Roosevelt have
also squeezed other concessions from
organized labor. While it is true that
you were not consulted about the no-
strike .pledge, it is nevertheless true
that you have rather passively ac-
cepted the situation. This is a oon-
dition which faces you as you as-
semble for your constitutional con-
vention.

All of the concessions which you
have been pushed into making, in-
cluding the no-strike pledge, have
developed into a millstone about the
necks of the steel workers and or-
ganized labor in general. You were
told that your first duty was to win
the war, that you should be prepared
to make any and all sacrifices for
the winning of the war. We were
promised that our unions would be
unmolested, that collective bargain--
ing would be maintained, that prices
would be held in line with wages,
that no new crop of millionaires
would be born as a result of war
profits. _

Not one of these promises, made by
the government, has been fulfilled.
Any confidence which workers
placed in promises made t{o their
leaders has been betrayed. It is only
wages that have been held down
while hours have been increased. The
War Labor Board has taken a stead-
fast and consistent position that .if
labor gets more money in the pay
envelope it must come not from an
increase in the basic hourly rate of
pay but from puiting in longer hours.
There is no real collective bargain-
ing today. This time-homred union-
mhnagemem procedure has beehi”

transferred from . the factory to the

WLB and numerous other govern-
ment agencies, including the Presi- '
dent and his assistants. The cost of
living has risen 43.5 per cent—74.2
per cent on food alone—and this
since January, 1941. QOur wages, how-
ever;, are tied to the Little Steel 15
per cent formula. -Even the figure
of the Bureau of Labor Statistics,.
which is 50 per cent too low, says that
living costs have risen 23.4 per cent
since 1941.

President Roosevelt's statement
that no new crop of millionaires must
be produced through war profits has
also been shown to be merely so
many meaningless words. The tire-
mendous increase in profits has pro-
duced millions in dividends and in-
terest. WHILE IN 1939 THE SHARE
OF CORPORATIONS IN THE NA-
TIONAL INCOME WAS 8 PER

(Continued on page 5)

- twenty-five years, in order to safeguard democracy, &p
“'thie commoH ‘people, the freedom '6f dll nations, by-crushing the

Axis.
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A PAPER IN THE INTERESTS OF LABOR

ONE CENT

Greetings From the Workers Party:

FOR A LABOR PARTY AND
RS GOVERNMENT!

A New World Must Be Born!

A WORK

WORKING MEN AND WORKING WOMEN:

The Second World War is drawing to the end of its fifth year.
That will make five long years of death and devastation, five years
of reaction, five years of torture and enslavement for tens of mil-
lions of people.

Why has all this blood been shed, this destruction wrought,
this torment suffered?

Fascism promised to plant a “new order” for. the people of
Germany and all of Europe wherever its banner was victorious. All
it sowed was terror, hunger and slavery, It brought the peoples of
Europe—Germany included—no peace, no security, no prosperity,
but only the bloody rule of German capitalism and of its servants,
the Reichswehr and the Gestapo. Now, fear stalks the minds of
the German ruling class as the irrepressible masses of the people
prepare to take their revolutionary revenge. The first wave of the
inevitable European revolution was powerful enough to put an end
to Mussolini’s regime in Italy. Tomorrow it will sweep away the
rule of Hitler and all his minions, will leave nothing behind them
but the millions of corpses they cruelly sacrificed and the lands
they laid waste to achieve their imperialist ambitions. “The curses
of generations to comé will follow them for the part they played in
hurling the world into the most futile bloodbath of history.

Why did the Allies enter the war? Every passing month makes
clearer the real reasons and strips the mask from the false ones.

We were ‘told that we must fight another war, th'é second in
rights of

fascism and reaction represented by Hitler and his allies in the

An Atlantic Charter was written for the world, in which all
were assured of freedom from want, freedom from fear, freedom
of speech, freedom of worship, and the right of self-government.

The workers, and the labor moverent in particular, were told
that it was primarily their war that was being fought, their inter-
ests that were being looked after, their rights and future that were
being defended.

Now, however, when the Allies feel themselves closer to the
day. of military victory, all the noble promises are being discarded
and even repudiated, both by word and by deed. _

The Atlantic Charter does not apply to the British Empire, says
its spokesman, Churchill. It does not apply to Asia and the Pacific
Ocean, say Churchill and Roosevelt. It does not apply to Eastern
and Southern Europe, says Stalin. It does not apply to Germany,
say all three of them. It does not even apply, not immediately, at
least, to the countries we “liberate,” they now add; these coun-
tries are to be ruled not by their people but by us and by our armed
might, as we are already dbmg in Italy, as we intend to do in France
and elsewhere.

WORLD WAR I1I IN THE MAKING
Right in the midst of the Second World War the seeds of the

Third World War are being sowed. The imperialists of the world .

are not more able to put an end to the scourge of war than they
are able or willing to put an end to imperialism itself. The rival-
ries and appetites of the imperialist powers are not reduced but
keener than ever before. England fights desperately for continued
domination of her hundreds of millions of colonial slaves. Ger-
many fights under Hitler, as she fought under the Kaiser, to re-
place England and now the United States as master-exploiter of
the world. The Allies expect to crush Germany and divide her into
spheres of influence, thus contributing, as they did with the Ver-

sailles Treaty, to the outbreak of another World
War. Stalin fights to extend the Russian Empire
as far as possible. England and the United States
aim to replace rapacious Japan as masters of

Asia and the Pacific.

Meanwhile, the conflict for world power be-
tween the Allies themselves, England and the
U. S. A, is not abated but accentuated.
conflict over who will be the dominant power in
South America; who will be the real controlling
force in China; with whom will the British domin-
ions be closer bound—Washington or London;
who will dominate the sea lanes and maritime
commerce of the world; who will rule the air;
who will inherit the Japanese Empire and be mas-

It is a

ter of Europe. As in the past, such conflicts for
world economic and political power can be set-
tled by peaceful means for a time. As in the
past, the point will inevitably be reached when
peaceful means no longer suffice and we are
oncé more plunged into war. That is why the
Third World War is being prepared before the
Second World War has come to an end.

WHAT OF THE HOME FRONT?
What has happened here at home?
Many solemn promises were made to the

workers—the workers without whom not a wheel

can turn, not a battle can be fought. None of

the promises has been kept.

(Continued on page 2)
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\'’hat Are YOU Doing About Subs To LABOR ACTION?

[ ]
Join the Workers Party!

On this May Day the Workers Party invites workers from the

factories, mines, mills and fields to join with us in the fight

for freedom, justice, plenty, peace and security.

SIGN HERE
Name
Street ... .. O
i | Fl

City Zone ________ State ..
By T. R. COBB cause expirations have a habit of

GREETINGS, READERS AND keeping up with new subs. Every

SUBSCRIBERS OF LABOR AC-
TION!

Through your splendid and sturdy -

support, effort and encouragement,
America's Leading Labor Weekly is
now reaching an ever-widening audi-
ence. Our subscripfion list is the larg-
est in our history and getting bigger
week by week. New subscribers to
.the paper do not limit their enthusi-
asm to themselves, but send in a
batch of subs for their friends as well.
Readers who do not receive their
paper regularly (it is often late in
the mails) write us irate notes of
complaint. All of this goes to prove
that LABOR ACTION has really “ar-
rived”—and is still going places!

But that is'no reason to relax, be-

friend of the paper must, K become a
self-appointed LABOR ACTION GO-
GETTER. Wherever you happen to
be, wherever you happen to go, re-
member that the voice of the pro-
gressive labor movement must be
heard by new people and in new
places.

Only through thousands of new
subscribers can the paper and the
ideas it represents become a perma-
nent and powerful force in American
life. And only through thousands of
nrw subscribers can we manage to
keep the wolf from the door. As you
probably know, the paper is run on
an enormous yearly deficit and is
supported entirely by supplementary
contributions by the men and women
who toil in factories, mines and mills,

in the business offices and on the
farms of America.

It is a paper without “angels,”
without financial endowment by ad-
vertisers. And no disinterested or
far-sighted capitalists have ever of-
fered (or ever will) to stake a paper
that is devoted to the abolition of the
system of capitalist wage slavery,
with its insecurity, unemployment,
wars and inherent tendency toward
fascism.

So it's up 4o YOU, John and Jane,
you American workers who love
truth and freedom and fair-play, to
keep on the job for LABOR ACTION,
to -subscribe, to get your friends and
fellow workers to subscribe, to con-
tribute your ideas and suggestions
and correspondence to the paper, so
that it can continue {o be something
we can all be very proud of,

After the record-breaking month of
January, when we received 326 new
subscriptions, it seemed that our
friends and news agents had shot
their bolt for the year. Subs fell
away off in February and March, but
we are pleased to report that April

was a less cruel month than we were
led to expect. The records show~

more than 200 new entries, accredited
to the following cities:

New York e 41
California ... 39
Detroit .17
Cleveland .. e 11
Akron ... 5
Philadelphia . ... . 16
Louisville ... il B
Buffalo S (1
Reading ... ... 5
Youngstown 5
Chicago — 10

Rocky Mount ... e
National Office ... - 27

Also heard from were Camden, Co-
lumbus, Rochester, Flint, Lancaster,
New Orleans, Boston, Ithaca,-Lacka-
wanna, St. Louis, Seattle, New Ha-
ven, Royal Oak and various suburbs
of the large cities listed in the table
above.

For this issue onl:.r we are making
A SPECIAL COMBINATION OFFER
of LABOR ACTION and that excel-
lent theoretical magaine, The New
International, which is a monthly
publication. You can have both for
six months for only one dollar! This
is a saving of forty-five cents. If you
were planning to subscribe to either
LABOR ACTION or The New Inter-
national, why not take advantage of
this special offer by filling out the
sub blank on the right;

Special Combination Offer:

Labor Action and The New Internatio’nél

(Good This Issue Only)

114 West 14th St., New York 11, N. Y.

BOTH: Six Months for $1.00
One Year for $1.75

Zone State




LABOR ACTION

— - A Class Party of Labor the Next Step

The Strugg

le for Inde pendent Laber Polmcal Acﬂon

By Sam Adams

The American working class has the reputation of being one
‘of the most militant in the world. This reputation is not unearned,
for the history of labor in this country i§ replete with events of
* glorious working class struggle for improvement of its economic
pos:tton

‘But the mllitancy of American labor has been limited by the

© fact that its actions revolved primarily around struggles for imme-

‘diate demands such as working hours, conditions of labor, and
wages. It was not until the crisis of 1929, and"the subseque*nt evils
of unemployment, that the demands of labor acquired a somal im-
portance far beyond those put forward at the turn: ot_ tpe century
and following. :

There is an important lesson in this fact. The prese‘nt—day del
mands of the American working class are not dlssm'hlet‘ from’ those
of an earlier epoch, but thHese same demands have a’ new mgniﬂ-

‘cance today. For example, wages, working hours and conditibns
of labor contirilie to’ bé poirts of - dlspute between' the cap:tdlists
and the workers, Why, thén, do the démands of the present period
have a greater significance thar’ théy had forty, ﬂﬁy and Iﬁore
years ago?

The reasons are not difficult to determine. The economic de-
mands of the workers in a period' of the upwdrd growth of Amér-
ican capitalism were easily met, after gréat reslstnnce, by thé
bosses’ because of constantly e){pan&ing Amerlt:an mthlktrf and
production, ahd the conseguent’ dntichitiént’ of the capitalist' cliiss!
Even though' tHe.rulmg economic cla$s fought d‘ésperately gdins’cl
granting concessions to labor, thenr éventual dapltuiatmh to’ theé
workers did- riot mean any actual suirender of théir ritheg. On' the

contraty, the economic history of the country shows that the ‘con-
* tinual expansion of industry enabled big business in this country
‘to grant wage increases, a reduction in working hours'and an ‘im-
provement in working conditions, at the same time mcreasmd their
own profits.

Thus, actually, the workers never recéived a hlgher share of the
inereasing total production of industry. The improvements which
labor won after desperate struggles declined in relation to the in-
creasmg product1v1ty of the individual workér and the' working
clasy’ a8’ a’ wholé. On' the side of the capitalists howéver, . their

; pmﬂts and’ wealth continually’ rose, décade aftér decade.

Biit wé are livingin a' new epoch of capltahst sbciety, a period
of world d:smtégrat:on and' declinie, a décay which afflicts the

“United’ States' in thé same way as the' older capitahet nations of
Eufope ate aﬁ’ected

THe crisis of the 'Thir t:es ulustrated the depth of the decline
of this périod. Almost ten years of New Dealism' showed that it

" wa§ impossible for capitalism’ to emerge fl_'drh its erisis and return
to a state called “normaley.” It took ah' abnormal and wealth-
destroying phenomenon like the global war to overcome unem-
pluyment and to start the wheels of production’ operating in' earnest.

The normalcy of present-day economic prosperity, howéver, is
completely artificial since it is based solely on the requiréménts
of war and of a military machine of huge proportions. What capi-
talism was unable to do in peacetime, namely, provide employment
and sustenance to the mass of people, it does in war by govern-
ment intervention and direction of economy.

GOVERNMENT STEPPED IN TO STAY

This is something new for capitalism, new on the scale on which
it operates today. In reality, however, this kind of government in+
tervention already began in 1933 and lasted until the war broke
out. It is certain now, and it is admitted by the capitalists, their
professors and politicians, that even in the post-war period, and
even in victory, the best that can be hoped for is the sanfe kmd of
“normalcy” that existed under the peacetime New Deal

Economi¢ demands of the workers, therefore, now assume a po-
litical importance they did not have beéfore. Evefy demand made
by the workers now becomes the extiréme concérn of the govern-
ment and its many agencies. This is due not only to the war; every-
one will remember that it was true d'ufmg the Neéw Deal days
You' do not merely ask your boss for a ralse, your demands are
referred to the government and its agencies. Collectivé' bargain-
ing today is not solely a relationship between boss and workers,
but between these two and the government.

Whitever tHe post-war prospects will be, and they are not at
all promising for the overwhelming majority of the wotkers in lhis
courit.ry. increasing’ governmental intervention and mterfefenEe in
the day-to-day lifé of the people is a certainty. For this very rea-
son, a new stage of political development has' come upbn’ thé coun-
iry.

BUT WHAT IS THE GOVERNMENT? '

The government, however, is not an abstract thing, It is made
up of people, it represents certain ideas, it develops certain prac-
tices. The government summarizes and reflects the class politics
iy this country. It is capitalist politics, dominated by two capi-
talist political parties which are completely under the control of
the 'big business-monopolistic capitalists. The government is capi-
talist and serves the fundamental interésts of capital.

No matter how impartial these parties pretend to be, it is com-
mon knowledge that on those matters which are really important,
the big capitalists decide the policies and the candidates.

There is no vital distinction between the Republicans and Dem-
ocrats. Usually, their differences are merely election fights for
power. The fact that one party has some “liberals” in it is not im-
portant because it can always be shown that the other party has
its share of the same Rind of “liberals.”

The Republicans have their Wall Street manipulators. But so
do the Democrats, The Republicans have Colonel MecCormick,
Senator Nye, General MacArthur, Gevernor Bricker, Girdler, Weir

Connatly, Stettimus andl Wllson And while the Democrats have
a Wallace, the Republicans' hiave a Willkie,

Examine the long history of thesé two capitalist political parties

and it is easy to understand why they have beén ca!led “tweedle-,

dee and tweedledum.”

Long years of miseducation, the power of the press, which is big
business itself and desperately hates labor, capitalist control of the

air and all channels of 'information, have diverted the attention of -

the people from the real source of evil. Thus for decades the work-
ers of this country have been voting for political parties dedicated
to the cause of capital against labor. Small-time politicians and
demagogues have made a living by .pretending to represent labor
and ‘its interests, only to bétray the workers on the morrow of an
election.

LABOR'S POLITICAL BACKWARD'NESS

THe' truth is that the labor movement, which has had such a
brllliaht history of economic stt‘uggles is" politically backward.
An ddditional reason’ for this has’ béen' thé ‘extrémely réactionary
polltlcal policies of tHe ofﬁclaldoms of thé union' movements. The
American Federation’ of Labor, for years thé only important union
movement, had a' pohcy, which’ Gbmpers introduced, of “reward
your friends and punlsh your enemies.” This merely meant that
at election time you voted against a candidate who HAD NOT lived
up to' his “promises” ahd for andther who WOULD NOT live up to
his “promises” The Athérican labbr movement carried out this
disastrolis policy for décades with thé net result that, at every im-
portant period;. labor récéivéd one blow after anothér from the
proféssTonal pbliticians acting fof théir capitalist mastérs.

The birth' of the CI'O in a desperate struggle agamst the most
vitious’ mUnopollstle maks’ production’ industries of American capi-
talism gave hepe that the labor movement would finally turn away
from the game of capitalist politics. Shortly after its organization,
it formed Labor's Nonpartisan Committee, which promised to em-
bark . on the road of independent political action. But this was
short-lived.

At other times in the history of this country there have been
movements of the same kind and even attemplis'at ‘the formation
of an independent Labor Party to represent the workers on the
political field. These never developed inte mass labor parties rep-
resenting the whole working class of the country. .But the desires
of the workers, first of all, the more advanced elements, have
never been entirely squelched. Periodically, the movement for

independent labor political action gains ground and makes itself

heard. )
A NEW PERIOD 1S HERE i

We aré'now entering a new period of lahor struggle for ils own
political party and for,genuine independent political action. Thou-
sands of workers are sick to the stomach from the long years of
double-dealing and double-crossing which they have received from

ning to reason: IN MY ECONOMIC STRUGGLE AGAINST THE
BOSS, I WOULD NEVER SELECT HIM OR HIS CRONIES TO
REPRESENT ME. WHY, THEN, SHOULD I VOTE FOR HIS SER-
VANTS TO REPRESENT ME IN THE POLITICAL FIELD?

Those advanced workers who seé this terrible contradiction in
labor's conduct understand it only too well. No unioh wotild sélect
a corporation president, or any company official, to represent and
fight for the umon 's wage demands. Yet on the political ﬁeld the
union officialdoms advise their members to vote for the same com-
pany officials, or their choices, to represént them at the ‘head of
the government, in Congress, in State Legislatures, or the judiciary.

What American labor desperately needs is a party of its own,
an indeépendent Labor Party, with labor candidates, to ﬁght for
power against the capitalist political parties.

Can this really bé done?

YES, BY THE UNION MOVEMENT

We think it is really an easy job, provided the labor unions of
this country decide to do it. The workers of this country are the
overwhelming majority of the population. The union movement,
over thirteen million strong, it is the largest in the world. If it acts
immediately for thé organization of an independent Labor Party,
such a party can be éstablished virtually over night. It can chal-
lenge the power of big business on the political field as well as on
the economic. It can,throw out of office, in one fell swoop, the
Smiths, Coxes, Jolinsons, O'Daniels, Martins, Tafts, Hoffmans,
Dies, and other reprdsentatives of ‘one section or another of big
business.- It can march into political power!

Would such a party solve everything?

No, but it would be a great' step forward in the emancipation
of all who labor and toil in poverty for the enrichment of a few.
That first step has to be taken.

There are signs of a great stirring among the ranks of labor.
The labor leaders are finding it more and more difficult to call
upon the rank and file to support a gang of rotten professional poli-
ticians. They are beginning to talk tongue in cheek.

Many resolutions for independent labor : poht;cal action have
been introduced at union corventions. These were accompanied
by still other resolutions for the immediate: organization of an
independent labor party. In Michigan, ‘the Commonwealth Fed-
eration was formed, marking a great step forward.. If the begin-

© ning made in Michigan should really result in a party of labor, it

will have tremendous influence upon the future: comse of the
workers.

Yes, the American workers have a glorious, mspirmg and mil-
itant tradition of eeconomic struggles,
ment needs to keep pace with it. Independent labor political action
and the erection of an independent Laber Party are absolutely
necessary to the future well-being of the labor- movement. With-
out such political action; the labor movement will suffer serious
defeats in the coming years. It cannot permit this; it must not
permit it.

Their political: develop-

‘or a Labor Party

and Pew. But the Democrats have Dies, Byrd, Rankin, Tydings,

and

a Workers’ Government --

(Continued frnrln page 1)
Under ¢over of the war, the power and profits of the monopoly
capll‘u‘hsf‘s have réached unparalleled he-fhlr while the rights
- and standard of living of the workers huve Been systemcmdully
" undérmined. Capital is more arrogant cmd coﬁfident than if has
beén for yéars. It is on the offénsive ugdmst Iabor. Labor has not

yet evén organized a militant defeénsive on o nahon-wide scale.

"Equality of sacrifice” is a myth and a mockery. After ALL
taxes are paid, corporation profits are still the highest in history;
corporation réserves are the highést in history for théy havé already
provided themselves for the post-war period and provided well.
Thé tax load on the workers and the middle classes is heavier than
it has ever been. The worker’s sharé of the national income, to
which' he has contributed by a higher productivity than the world
" has éver known, is being steadily reducéd. Wages have a mean-
ing only in relation to the tofal natiohal incomé and to what the
wages can buy. From both standpoints, and they are the only real
standpoints, the worker’'s wage standard is declining. The profit-
eérs profitéer; thé millionaires multlply in"number, in wealth and
in power,

"Equality of sa¢rifice’” means: thé big capitalists are guaran-
téed plants and machinery by the govérnment; the govérnment
guarantees them raw materials; the government gudranteés thém
labor, labor that is frozen to the job, labor whose wages are frozen,
labor that must not strike, labor that must not talk back to the
-boss without risking withdrawal of its army deferment; the gov-
ernment guarantees the capitalists their profits—great big profits;
the gavernment guarantees them post-war reserves, good-post-war
foreign markets, a good post-war future.

For the worker it means: a job for the duration, and even that
is not absolutely guaranteed; change of job only by permission of
the employer; rising taxes on wages; rising cost of living, including
the vicious and uncontrolled black market, accompanied by the
paralyzing wage-freeze and the long-outlived Little Steel formula;
a War Labor Board stacked against labor by the Administration
that appointed and maintains it; anti-strike Ieglslutson and de-
¢rees and now the right to fire any worker who goes on strike; and
no guarantees whatsoever of a serious kind about jobs and security
after the war. '

At home, furthermore, we not only have the most reactionary

and anti-labor Congress we have had for years, but an Administra-
tion that has moved further and further to the right. One by one,
the concessions granted labor duting the period of its militant
struggles are being wiped out, directly or indirectly. 'No attention
is paid to labor’s demands; labor’s grievances are ignored or re-
- buffed. A violent anti-labor agitation has been” organized and
conducted throughout the land; it is echoed in Congress; it is con-
doned by the Administration, which adds its ‘own voice in scur-
rilous attack upon the workers from the lips of the chief of staff.
The blood profiteers are I'mvmg a Roman holldoy They not
only reap enormous profits, but they control all the important
offices in charge of war production and management. They are
not only organizing a good post-war period for themselves, but
preparing a bad post-war period for labor. They understand that
the way to have the workers at their mercy after the wat is to lower

living standards now, during the war, to deprwe labor of its rights
and its fighting strength now. The campaign of the capitalist class
is deliberate, well planned, well organized and ominous. If this is
their attitude today, when they need labor so badly for the war, it
" _is not hard to imagine what their attitude will be tomorrow, when
war production comes to an end and labor is thrown out on the
streets by the mllllons. They will try to ‘cut us 1o ribbons.

- LABOR’S URGENT TASKS

This May Day, the historic day of the rnternahonol working
class, first established by the American unions, labor must gird
itself for an organized fight for its r:ghts qnd its interests. The

way to prepare to defend those rights and interests in the post- war ‘

period is by organizing the fight now. .

Labor is the most numerous class in the country.- The organ-
ized labor movement is bigger in this country than it has ever been
anywhere inthe world. With the power it has at its dlsposol
can enter any battle confident of the outcome.

The labor movement must first rid itself of the influences, poli-
cies and kind of leadership that have all but paralyzed it. The
labor leaders, Murray and Green alike, enthusiastically seconded
by the Communist Party gang, have done all in their power to make
the labor movement an obedient cog in the war machine, to make
the workers abandon their basic interests, their great cause and
purpose.  They have “‘pledged’’ the labor movement;to a no-strike
policy which delivers the workers, bound hand and foot, tp the
mercies of the employers and the employers’ government. So
long as the workers cannot fight back, so long as they have been
pledged not to strike under any conditions, the employers and their
government can proceed against the workers with impunity and
without the least worry about being answered with the full strength
of labor, _

Labor, the labor movement, must regain its independence of
action! Labor must strike out on a rodd’ of its own, with its own
program, with its own leadership. This requires, as a first move,
taking back the right to strike, which. is only the right of labor to
exercise its’ orgumzed economlc strength in its own ml'erests.

- Labor must set itself the goal of becoming the spokesman,
orgamxer and leader of the nation. That is the only condition
uder which a post-war world of peace, freedom, securafy and dbun-
dance for all the peoples is posélble.

‘What must labor do? :

FIRST, labor must aim to shift the whole burden of the war
upon the shoulders of those who are responsible for it and who
are its only PROFITEERS—the big copntahsts cmd ’rhe big ccrp|-
talist corporations. Let them pay for it!

SECOND labor must aim to raise its standard of living to the
new he|ghts which America’s tremendous producmg capacity has
made possible.

THIRD, labor must become the champion of all the little peo-

ple, whom it ¢an organize into a commmon front against reaction,

against monopoly capital, the corporations and their banks. That
means, first of all, the ten per cent of the country’s people con-
stituted by the Negroes. These people, brutally exploited, infa-
mously discriminatéd against, are the natural allies of labor in
town and country. Instead of allowing a wedge to be drivén be-
tween Negro and white worker—or between Jew and Christian—
labor must be the cementing force uniting all those who toil. It
must lead the fight against the foul systéem of Jim Crow discrimi-
nation and segregation, be it in the North or'in the South, in in-
dustry or in the armed forces. Labor must stretch out its arm to
the poor farmers, too, to combiné with them ugamst the tru\sts,
the railroads and the big bankers.

FOURTH, labor must become the militant champion of the
rights and interests of the men in the armed services. Right now,
a concerted drive is on to poison the minds of the armed forces
against labor and the labor movement. Reaction cunningly hopes
to use these forces to crush labor after the war. To counteract this
plan, and above all because most of the armed forces are ‘workers
and poor farmers or their sons, labor must become their $pokes-
man. Labor must demand higher pay for the men and higher al-

F *

the eapitalist Democratic and Republican Parties. They are begin-

~no ‘nation under oppt‘esswe fule.

Slttmg on the Lid

lotments for their dependents at home. Labor must demand really
adequate facilifies for the returning soldier and sailor. Above all,
and immediately, labor must insist- upon full political and demo-
¢cratic rights for the men in the armed services, in contrast to the
miserable, hypocrihcul "Soldiers’ Vote Bill"” that has just been
pdssed. 3

FIFTH, labor must aim at the nationalization of the big in-
dustries, banks and railroads under workers’ control of produc-
tion, so that the first step is taken in working out planfully the
utilization of our great natural resources, our means of prodw:tioh

.and exchange and our labor power, so that a decent job, a high

standard of Iwmg, and continuous production are guaranteéd to
ﬁlf wotkers and i the interésts of all workers. _

SIXTH, Americdn labof must present itself as a friend and a
comrade to the exploited and oppressed peoples all over the world.
Labor wants no sldves onywhere wants no people dominated by it,
Imperialist reaction will surely
seek to crush the gréaf revolutions in Europe and Asia that are
already growing out of the s6il of the war. Imperialism will seek
to crush these revolutions or to cheat them of their fruits. In the
Italian’ Revoluhon which heralds the greater revolution to come
on the contihent, we see the shameful situation where Allied im-
perialism—Washington, London and Moscow—rules like @ con-
queror and refuses to grant the people their most elementary
democratic rights, in flagrant violation of the promises of the At-
lantic Charter. Ldbor must begin its deeds of solidarity with the
peoplé of the rest of the ‘world by demianding now that the Allies
keep hands off the Italian Revolution and hands off the demo-
cratic rights of the Italian people.

HOW ATTAIN THESE AIMS?

These aims cannot be attained by the labor movement as it i$
now. Labor must first declare its independence. The first big
step néeded immediately is the formation by the organized labor
movement of an INDEPENDENT LABOR PARTY. We know that
the conservative labor leaders either hesntote to take this step or,
as in most casés, are opposed to it. Labor must no longer allow
these leaders to keep it tied to the chariot of capitalist politics, to
keep it as votmg cattle for capitalist politicians. We know' that
the tools of the Moscow bureaucracy, the Communist Party, are

‘opposed to independent working class political action. So much

the worse for them. They too must be fought mercilessly, They
do not want to see American labor acting independently as a class.

‘They ‘'want to capture control of the labor movement so that it can

be Used as a tool operating in the interests of Stalin’s imperialist
ambitions.

(Continued on page 4)

Events In
Italy and

Germany

A . true and revealing picture of
the goings-on in Southern Italy just
comes from a very strange source .
from a hlgh AMG oﬂ‘lcer, who, in a
burst of very unusual trahkness has
made some very startling disclosures,
Lét's quoté the New Yotk Times of
April 15:

“In twenty-four hours, without the
Allies’ control, the people of at least
nine provinces in Italy would 'throw
out the Badoglio government,” Lieut.-
Col. G. H. McCaffrey told ‘ai Allied
Control Commission meeting today.
He added that in the nine provinces
there was a widespread evidence of
a revival of fascism, Col. McCaffrey
went on to say that the trouble has
manifested itself in a “continuous
slowdown” as well as the widespread
evidence of the revival of fascism

.and after singling out a number
of members of the Badoglio govern-
ment, went on to say that local gov-
ernments were rotten with “grafting
and looting.” He added: “I cannof
blame the Italians for saying that the
old fascists are back in control.”

Mind you, these are not reports
from Trotskyists.' This is the impres-
sion of a high officer in charge of the
military occupation of Italy. Indeed
this “crusade for democracy” .is bear-
ing rather strange fruits!

The New York Times corfespon-
dent 'in Stockholm on April 12 sent
the following dispatch;

“Following earlier reports of or-
ganized communist activity in Ger-
many, stories of the first under-
ground communist convention ‘sofne-
where in Germany' have been heard.

“The convention’s aim was to estab-
lish a communist trade union central
body. This is reported to have been
done. Communist ‘cells’ have been
formed in many German industrial
centers, it is said. Secrecy is natu-
rally the watchword; and cells are
ignorant- of the existence of: other
cells and even individual members
often do not know the identity of
fellow cell members.

“The German commuhists are said
to be internationalists or, as they
would be ‘called in" Moscow, Trotsky=
ites, It is believed unlikely that they
can ‘obtain Moscow's blessing

The correspondent puts it very
mildly when ‘he $ays that it is un-
likely that this new organization will
obtam Moscow’s blessnng There is
no doubt that Moscow will rhake all
possible efforts to crush any organ-
ization of revolutionary, internation-
alist communists, No greater danger
exists for Stalms dlctatorshlp than a
revolu_flonary Germany. That's’ why
he is now so busy erganizi'ng a fifth

column of German stooges headed by -

arch-reactionary 'Junkers, the grand-
son of Bismarck, SS oﬂicers and any
other former worthy plllars ‘of the

Third Reich, :
! !:‘.t:l_lropa.eu!__s.

.
&




st

LABOR 'ACTION

e A i

s 2

Page 3

i v & 4

A' May Day Tribute to the Glorious Russian Revoluﬂon of 19!7

From It We Have Learned to Do Better Next Time

On November 7, 1917, the workers
and peasants of Russia shook the en-
tire world by overthrowing the capi-
talist government amd establishing
the first workers' republic dedicated
to -the interests of all the downtrod-
den, oppressed and exploited.

By this act, the heroic Russian
working class showed the way out of
the hopelessness and devastation
wrought by the imperialist war, the
way to socialist freedom as the only
road for the forward march of hq-
mankind. In spite of all that has
happened subsequently to this revo-
lution, its initial success has at least
established this much: The working
class. can take power and establish
its own rule; the working class ean
organize and run the country in the

the ruling class. Millions of peasants,
dragged from their land, inadeqguately
armed, hungry and underclothed,
were dying in a war that made no
sense to .them. What interests had

‘they in the ‘annexXation of Turkey,

Persia or Galicia, when their fields
were unsowed and untilled, and their
people back home were starving! At
the front, they thought not of killing,
but of getting back home.

On the home front, the farms went
untended. In the cities, speculators
and hlack marketeers grew fat while
the people waited and starved on the
breadlines. Food riots were put down
by armed force. As the war-weary
people starved and froze, the dance
of the profiteers grew more frenzied,
They feared nothing worse than an

LENIN

interests of all the people; the work-
ing class, and the working class alone,
can and will open the, door to. the
new soc:ahst society of peace, plenty,
freedom snd security.

The Russian Revolution did not oc-
cur at the instigation of a handful of
conspirators who wished merely to
replace the old rulers. It grew out
of the deepest needs and aspirations’
of the Russian people. who were sick
and tired of being pushed around—
and who longed for a chance to gov-
ern themselves. The success of the
revolution depended upon the capa-
ble and' courageous leadership sup-
plied by the Bolshevik Party, which
showed the masses how to’ achieve
what they yearned for.

HUMAN:  SUFFERING
BROUGHT REVOLUTION

In 1917—the third year of the First
World War—Russia, one of the weak-
est and most backward of its partici-
pants, was under a heavy strain. Its
people were paying dearly for the
3ccompllshment of the war aims of

early peace, which would put an
end to their blood-sucking. In the
palaces, the Csar and his camarilla

“enjoyed their tea parties and cmst.lyr
* banquets.
bled ‘about the hardships and suffer-
- ing, the lack of food and the cold.

Outside, the people mum-

The, longing for peace was in the
hearts of all the people—the cry for
bread on everyone's lips! The peas-
ant - soldiers wanted to come home.
As the war went on, the resentment
toward it mounted until- the masses
went from grumbling to direct action.

'On February 23, 1917, International
Women's Day, the Petrograd workers
went out on strike; and demonstrat-
ing on the streets, demanded bread,
peace and an end to the czarist aur
tocracy. This was the beginning of
the revolution. The Czar abdicated
and made way for a provisional gov-
ernment which sought to establish
“order.”

PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT -
A FAILURE
As the weeks and months rolled

by, and one eoalition replaced another,
it became increasingly evident that
the new provisional government was
incapable of meeting the demands of
the Russian people. The democratic

republic headed by Kerensky found

itself between the horns of a dilem-
ma: it did not wish to break with
and overthrow the capitalist and
land-owning classes, At the same
time, in order to remain in power, it
had to give the people what they
wanted. But to do this meant doing
precisely what it wished to avoid,
namely, a break with the old ruling
classes. For to give land to the peas-
ants, it had to confiscate the big
landed estates, or at the very least,
not to interfere with the peasant seiz-
ures of these estates. Instead, the pro-
visional government sent troops into
the rebellious areas where the peas-
ants themselves were carrying out
the re\rolution as they understnoﬂ it.

To give bread to the De,opl_e would
have meant destroying the black mar-
ket and organizing production. Ker-
ensky's government did not wish to
interfere with the profiteering of the
capitalist class. And the most impor-
tant demand of all—peace—meant a
break with imperial Russia’s war

aims and with its imperialist allies.

The provisional government was
more concerned with preserving the
war investments than with the loss
of human liyes, It restored the death
penalty for soldiers who left the
front and answered the cry for peace
with preparations for a new offensive
in the war. '

Every political party during the
days of the provisional government
promised to fulfill the demands of
the people, but the promise was al-
ways made in the future, tomorrow,
later, after the war. From the very
start of the revolution, the workers
had established their soviets, where
they discussed their problems - and
decided on their actions.

’

ALL POWER TO
THE SOVIETS!

~These soviets were simply councils
to which . workers’ delegates were
elected from the factories. They were
directly responsible ‘to those who
elected them and were subject to re-
call if they failed to carry out their
mandates. The soldiers elected their
soviets, too; -and  the poor peasants
theirs.

Inside the soviets one party alone
offered a solution to this dilemma and
it was a simple one. The Bolshevik
Party stated that the interests of the
misses should have first consideration,

* -and that.their demands.must be acted
“upon" immediately. The Bolsheviks

explained again and again that if the
workers and peasants wanted to ob-
tain their. ends, they would have to
take the government into their own
hands and operate it themselves. The
Bolsheviks said: The soviets are the
most representative body in the
country, Let these soviets become
the g‘nvemment ALL POWER To
THE SOVIETS!

It was a‘ matter of months before
the overwhelming majority of the
workers understood and supported
this idea. On November 7, 1917, the
soviets did take power and estabe
lished the first workers' republic.
Hardly a shot was fired .in defense of

the old regime, It simply fell apart

at the slightest shove.

The very first act of the new gov-
ernment broke the back of the im-
perialist war machine. Its declara-
tion called upon the warring peoples
and their governments to cease hos-
tilities, to open immediate negotia-
tions for a .just, democratic peace
w:thout annexations. ana mdenm:ties.
The * Russidn ‘example ‘inspired the
workers. throughout the length and
breadth of Europe to. revolt against
their governments and £he war

BACKWARDNESS OF
RUSSIA IN 1917 -

The leaders of the Russian Revolu-
tion, the Bolshevik Party of Lenin
and Trotsky, did not promise to the
people that a socialist society would
be established on the very morrow
of the overturn. They were fully
aware 'of the backwardness of Rus-
sian economy, inherited from czar-
ism, to which had been added the
devastation of three years of war,
and later three more years of civil
war,  foreign intervention and block-
ade, The country was bankrupt;
whatever industry had not been de-
stroyed, was paralyzed; the land was
laid waste; communications and
transportation  disrupted; famine
stalked the land.

But if the Bolsheviks knew that so-

‘cialism could not be established on
-such a foundation, were they mnot

wrong in taking power?

In the first place, in order fo

achieve even the immediate needs of
the people—peace, bread, land to the
peasants—it was necessary that the
workers and peasants take the power,
Experience had shown that there was
no other force in the country capable
of accomplishing even this.
_ Becondly, having taken power, the
Bolsheviks considered this but the
first step in a series of workers' rev-
olutions throughout Europe and the
world. Without the success of these,
the Russians did not expect the work-
ers’ state to survive for any length
of time, Thus they wrote and spoke
in the early days.

But while waiting for these revolu-
tions in the West, the new regime
had to settle down to the task of re-
construction of the country. It was
only after three years of civil war
and intervention that the Russian
people could turn to this job. In
the meantime, several workers' revo-
lutions "had come in the West; but
they had gone down to defeat, de-
railed from their purpose by com-
promise, betrayed or outnumbered by
superior enemy forces and drowned
in blood. The Bolsheviks in_Russia
proceeded with the reorganization of
the country, still convinced that sal-
vation lay in the success of the in-
ternational proletarian revolution.

In spite of the¥heroic efforts of the
workers in many countries to' come
to the assistance of their Russian
brothers and comrades, the first
workers' republic remained isolated.
While it was strong enough to re-
sist the armed assaults of the hos-
tile capitalist governments, this iso-
lation began to. ¢hoke the revolution
from the insldé‘ g

NON-REVOLUTIONARY
INFLUENCES AT WORK

Many changes had occurred during .

the . years. of the civil war. In the
first instance, war communism, as
this period is called, brought about
the abrogation of some of the demo-
cratie rights which had been estab-
lished " by the revolution. Again,
many. of the best Bolshevik fighters
were killed in the effort to defend
et Soviet Republic. The party, now
renamed the Communist Party of
Russia, was beginning to be. infested
with all kinds of careerists, plﬂ‘ice
seekers who, now that the revolution
had succeeded, were eager to attach
themselves to the new regime. And
finally in 1924, the wisest and most
able of the Bolshevik leaders, Lenin,
died. Inside the party a struggle
commenced over who was to replace
him, a struggle between the conserv-
ative wing and the Bolshevik wing.

As early as 1923, Trotsky, co-leader
of the revolution with Lenin, sounded
the alarm against the non-revolution-
ary influences which were penetrat-
ing the Communist Party. Trotsky
opened the fight against the develop-
ing bureaucracy and for the restora-
tion of democratic control of the

party and the country, with his pam-
phlet, “The New Course.”

The failure of the revolutions in
the other European countries, how-
ever, strengthened the influence of
the conservative wing, personified by
Stalin. Russia, they believed, could
no longer hope for any help from the
workers on the outside. It must rely
solely upon its own strength. “So-
cialism in a single country” became
the battlecry of the Stalinists.

In saying this, however, they were
in reality negating socialism, for so-
cialism is an international system.
The revolution which would make
socialism possible had occurred in one
-country, but it could not succeed in
achieving its socialist goals unless
similar revolutions were successful
in at least some of the leading and
more advanced countries. Why?

Socialism is a system which is based
upon plenty for all. Its aim is to
raise the standard of living of all hu-
mankind far higher than that reached
in the most advanced capitalist coun-
try. It means, therefore, the utiliza-
tion of the most modern and ad-
vanced means and methods of pro-
duction. It means the most scien-
tific utilization of all the natural re-
sources of the entire world. It
means the closest cooperation of the
peoples of the entire world.

Socialism cannot be based on scar-
city and want, for these breed ine-
quality, rivalry, class divisions. |0S-
cialism seeks to eliminate these for-
ever from the face of the earth.

-Russia, left to her own resources,
could not and did not produce suffi-
ciently to satisfy even the basic
needs of all the people. Those in of-
fice, therefore, found it possible to
utilize their positions in order to
guarantee for themselves and their
families some of the good things that
were denied to the rest of the popu-
lation. Therein lay the basis for the
development of the inequalities
which exist in Russia today and
which are in direct violation of the
aims of the revolution,

ASCENDANCY OF THE
BUREAUCRACY

The Trotskyist wing of the party
was defeated. The bureaucracy
against which Trotsky had warned
the party, triumphed by destroying
the democracy which had existed in-
side the Bolshevik Party, by destroy-
ing the democracy inside the workers'
organizations, their unions and the
soviets themselves. The bureaucracy
resorted to arrests, frame-ups, mur-
ders—legal and illegal. The Moscow
Trials, the frame-ups by which, the
leading members of the old Bolshevik
Party were killed off, were only ihe
crudest example of what ocecurred in
Russia during the years when the bu-
reaucracy was intrenching itself and
killing off what remained of the
glorious Russian revolution.

Today, the Russian Revolution and
the workers' government which it es-
tablished, are dead. A new. revolu-
tion in Russia is on the order of the
day. Even the most casual observer
cannot fail to see the difference be-
tween the Russia of Lenin and Trot-
sky and the Russia of Stalin and his
henchmen.

The 1917 revolution established
freedom of speech, freedom of the
press, free trade unions, free and uni-
versal elections, free and universal
education. Today these no longer ex-
ist.

The 1917 revolution established the
practice of paying workers' wages to
all government officials, even - the
highest. Workers were to be trained
in how to run the government. To-
day the privileged bureaucracy, the
new ruling class, lives off the ex-
ploitation of the working class and
peasants. The inequalities between
the rulers and the ruled are greater

By Reva Craine

today than they ‘were under the
Czar.

The revolution gave freedom, even
the right to secede, to all the small
national minorities. It was opposed
to forceful annexation. Today the
Great Russian bureauwcracy has re-
established the “prison of the peo-
ples.” Stalin is seeking in the pres-
ent war to annex as many small coun-
tries to his empire as he can.

The revolution abolished
diplomacy and published the secret
treaties for all the world to see. Teo-
day Stalin conspires with the im-
perialist powers for a division of the
booty of war.

The revolution established a gov-

ernment of the people, run by the
people in their own behalf. Through
this government, the workers con-
trolled the means of production, the
factories and the land. Today the
government no longer belongs to the
workers. It is the possession of the
new ruling class, the bureaucrats.

The Red Army, child of the revo-
lution, once stood poised, ready to
come to the aid of the fighting pro-
letariat of other lands.  Today it de-
fends the privileges and revenues of
the bureatucrats and it comes to for-
eign lands not as a liberating force,
but as an enslaver.

Nothing is left of the Russian Rev-
olution—save the memory and the
nationalized property, which is now
the tool used by the bureaucrats to
exploit  and oppress the masses.
Lenin was right when he said: “Ei-
ther the revolution comes in the
more highly developed countries, or
we perish.” For this first workers'
revolution has perished, overcome by
terrific odds, killed by a thousand
blows delivered. by the treacherous
Stalinist bureaucracy and world re-
action.

And yet we defy the scoffers and
skeptics, the defenders of capitalism,
who point to Russia as proof that the
working class is incapable of re-
organizing society on a socialist ba-
sis. We say:

secret

TROTSKY

NEW SOCIAL SYSTEMS
DEVELOP SLOWLY

The capitalist system came into
being only after a number of revo-
lutions and half-revolutions, The
period of its birth lasted for decades,
The change from the feudal system tq

capitalism was'not as drastic as will *
be the change from capitalism to S0~

cialism, for the latter impliés not the

change of one system of exploitation

for another, but the elimination of
all exploitation and class rule.

The attempt of the Russian workers

was but the first. Their workers’
state was the first to be established

and naturally it was full of imper-

fections. The Russian workers gave

all they could in their effort to bring -

about a socialist world, and. were
defeated because their class brothers

in the rest of the world were- unable-'

to aid them sufficiently.

Thanks to the efforts of the Rus-
sian workers, thanks to the Russian
Bolsheviks, we are wiser toddy’,ii.'bet—
ter prepared to meet the problems
that the transition to socialism in-

volves. We know from their experi-

ence what pitfalls to avoid and how
to proceed. We gain confidence from
their initial :success. Tomorrow; the

working class throughout the world -
will be following the example of
Russia of 1917, Tomorrow, however,

we will do it betler.

Indla in Revolt
By Henry Judcl
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The New Interna

IOhCIl--A ngazme of Revolutionary Marxism

By Henry Coleman

1944)

To workers, students, “old-timers” in the left-wing labor move-
ment, to new reFru1ts active unionists and inactive “intellectuals,”
the name of The New International has come to stand for serious
and honest discussion of the main practical issues and theoretical
problems facing the world labor movement. No other publication
in the United States has done so much to keep the ideas of revolu-
tionaty socialism from being buried in the vast confusion that has
overwhelmed the international socialist movement during the last
few years. Now, when the working class movement ‘throughout the
world is once more stirring, The New International will continue
to play its role, and a more important one, than ever before. °

The year 1944 marks the tenth anniversary of the founding of

the magazine. With the exception of one year, The New Interna-
tional has appeared uninterruptedly. Other-socialist and near-so-
cialist publications have made their-appearance. Some have aroused
¢onsiderable interest; but their disappearance after one, or two, or
a half-dozen issues has seldom caused any comment. Meanwhile,
The New International has done a quiet and thorough job of edu-
éating a whole new generation of socialists. During these difficult
and confusing years, “a whole new generation” does not, perhaps,
amount to much in numbers—but it amounts to a great deal in
terms of the future of the socialist and labor movements.
. The first years of The New International were notable for the
wide variety of contributions from all parts of the world. The
internationalism of the magazine has been a jealously guarded qual-
ity right up to the present. The best minds among the revolution-
ary- socialists, led by Leon Trotsky, made valuable contributions—
and in the case of Trotsky, the brilliance and profundity of his
political analyses, as they appeared in-the first volumes of The
New\lnternatlonal have never been equalled.

* During the past year, the magazine has maintained its reputa—
tion for consistent and vigorous exposition of the viewpoint of
socialist - mternatlonahsm and  revolutionary Marxism, combined
with free d:scussxon by all tendencies within the movement.

IMPORTANT CONTRIBUTIONS IN THE PAST YEAR
In January and February, 1943, an original contribution of great

importance- to socialist“thought was mdde with the publication of -

the Workers Party resolution on the National Question in Europe
and Asia.' This was followed by a long and interesting discussion
of the problem, with various viewpoints represented, which in-
cluded discussion articles by J. R. Johnson, Albert Gates and others,
contmumg into the first issues of 1944.

Different aspects of the National Question were studied in Karl
Minter's informative series, “Whither Zionism? Whither Jewry?”
in the first months of 1943; in ‘Pierre Bellasi's “A New Stage for
World Labor (May and June, 1943); in Harry Young's “The 'Stru_g-
gle in Yugoslavia” (December, 1943). Max Shachtman discussed
the position of the Socialist Workers Party on'the National Ques-
tion in an excellent article in March, 1943, and in correspondence
published in the September, 1943, issue.

W. F. Carlton on the West Indies (June, 1943), Reva Craine on
Bolivia (July, 1943, Miriam Gould on “Lessons of the Spanish
Commune” (May, 1943) and Clara Werth on the German Revolu-
tion (April and May, 1943) carry on the internationalist tradition
of the magazine. i y

CAREFUL ANALYSIS OF RUSSIA

What is happening in Russia and Stalin's maneuvers in the war
have been more carefully -analyzed in The New International than

in any other publication. In the Archives section of the April, 1943,

issue, Max Shachtman makes some penetrating comments on the
“Workers' State” theory in an introduction to an article by Trot-
sky; Shachtman's “Notes on Russia in the War" (October, 1943)
continues the discussion, followed by the same writer's “Stalin’s
Aims in Europe” (November, 1943), “The Meaning of the Fight
Over Poland” (January, 1944), and his brilliant “It Is Time to Un-
derstand—the European Revolution and Stalinist Russia” (March,

e

The same writer's “The ‘Mistakes’ of the Bolsheviks (No-
vember, 1943) is also of interest; and a highly informative series of
newly-translated selections from Anton Ciliga entitled “From In-
side Stalin's Prisons—the Political Life of the Left Opposition,”
which began in the January, 1944, issue, should not be missed by
anyone interested in the present situation in Stalinist Russia and
its background.

International questions of a more general nature are discussed
in R. F.'s “The Struggle for Air Supremacy” (April, 1943), Alfred
Freeman's “Appeasement in Theory and Practice” in the same is-
sue, Ernest Lund’s “Invasion of Europe and the ‘Long War'” (Sep-
tember, 1943), “France and England in Lebanon” (November, 1943)
and Paul Temple's “What Are the Prospects for Socialism” (June
and July, 1943), to mention only a few.

MANY LABOR ISSUES

Economic problems are treated in various articles and reviews,
including Albert Gates' “Unemployment: A Post-War Problem”
(May, 1943), and Walter Weiss on “What Is Incentive Pay?” (June,
1943).

American political developments were given extensive ‘treat-
ment during the past year, with Roosevelt, the congressional elec-
tions, the War Labor Board, the National Service Agct, the fight in
the American Labor Party and other topics discussed editorially
in almost every issue. '

Events in the American trade union movement were given
especially prominent place in the magazine, beginning with the
editorials on the momentous strikes in the mine fields in the May
and June, 1943, issues. Then came Walter Weiss' excellent and care-
fully documented analysis of “The Auto Union in the War” (Sep-
tember, 1943), and Max Shachtman’s first-hand account of “The
Auto Workers' Convention” (October, 1943), which in several re-
spects set a new high for polltlcal reporting of a trade union event.

David Coolidge on “The CIO-AFL Conventions” (November, 1943)
maintained this standard.

Closely allied with the discussion of the union movement is the

race problem inyAmerica, above all the question of the Negro;

which received treatment in “The Negro and the Pogroms,” by W.
F. Carlton (July, 1943), J. R. Johnson's “Negroes in the Gwll War“'
(December, 1943), and Alfred Freeman's “Psychology of Jind Crow- o

ism" (February, 1944).

OTHER OUTSTANDING FEATURES

In the “Archives of the Revolution” section, The New Inter-
national has featured selections by Marx, Lenin, Luxemburg, Mﬁh-' :
ring and Trotsky, either hitherto unpublished in- Enghsh or. not:
Book reviews have appeared in many 1ssues.\oﬂ-"

readily available.
which the most notable is R. Fahan's detailed and closely reasoned

study of Burnham’s “The Machiavellians” (December, 1943, an-l;-

uary and February, 1944), a series which recewed much favorable

comment, i

Finally, the most important political event of the past year, the.
fall of Mussolini and the developing situation in Italy, was dis<'

cussed by Max Shachtman in his “Problems of the Italian Revolt”
(September, 1943), followed by a selection from Trotsky on *
Revolution in Italy"” (January, 1944),

\\'

Special attention should be called to a new series of articles by
Paul Temple on “Technocracy: Totalitarian Fantasy,” whith began_-

in the March, 1944, issue.

Under the editorial direction first of Albert Gates a.nd now ol :
Max Shachiman, The New International has, in the past'months;

maintained and increased ifs reputation as the nutstandmg rqﬁe
of socialist thought. It has a secure p‘!a.ce in the socialist moves-

ment on this May Day as on many past May Days, It daserves ‘the-

support of the readers of LABOR ACTION in far greater: measur?
than it has so far received, :

e.




LABOR ACTION

A MAY DAY REVIEW OF LABOR AND ITS PROBLEMS

By DAVID COOLIDGE

When in 1884 the small and weak Federation of Trades and
‘TLabor Unions passed the famous resolution calling for a nation-
wide demonstration for the eight-hour day, it gave the mightiest
impulsion to the labor movement. that it had received up to that
time in the United States. The resolution read: “Resolved by the
- Federation of Organized Trades and Labor Unions of the United
tates and Canada that eight hours shall constitute a legal day’s
‘work after May 1, 1886, and that we recommend to labor organiza-
‘tions throughout this jurisdictien that they so direct their laws to
.conform to this resolution by the time named.”

DOWN TOOLS MAY 1, 1886 .
This call for mass action, for the workers to lay down their
tools on May 1, 1886, and demonstrate in the streets, was issued in
the midst of a small depression and right at the time when capi-
‘talist big business was organizing with all its might to.wreck a
‘young but vigorous trade union movement. The New York Sun
‘said in an editorial: “Five men in the country control the interests
of 500,000 workingmen and can at any moment take the means of
liveliheod from 2,500,000 souls....They can stay the nimble touch
‘of almost every telegraph operator, can shut up most of the mills
‘and factories, and disable the railroads. They can issife an edict
!against any manufactured goods so as to make their subjects cease
‘buying them and the tradesmen stop selling them...they can array
labor against capital.”

The opposition and schemmg of the capitalist ruling class did
-not scare: or frighten the unions. They had grievances and they
were determined to fight for their just demands. The call of the
Federation of Organized Trades and Labor Unions ecaught on,
Great enthusiasm was engendered for the May 1st demonstration
~and strike. This was true not only among the skilled workers, but
among the unskilled, who worked the longest hours.

The demand for the eight-hour day became the battlecry of all
' the forces of labor, and their ranks moved inexorably toward the
'ﬁ"rst great working class political demonstration ever held in the
United States. ,
~ That is what the struggle for the eight-hour day was: a politi-
. cal struggle, a struggle of class against class, a struggle that would
_inevitably involve the federal and state governments on the side
“of capitalist law and order and dgainst the demands of the workers.

In reply to the call, the workers poured info the streets on May
*1, 1886, and instituted the first May Day. There were thousands of
strikers and demonstrators from all the bigtcities. Many thousands
" of workers won the eight-hour day and many more thousands had
“their hours of labor reduced. .

When we speak of the eight-hour struggle and the celebration
of May Day, it is fitting that we recall the Haymarket frame-up
and the martyrdom of Parsons, Engel, Spies and Fischer. We have
.inseribed their names on our working class banner. We observe
4 May Day not only to celebrate the victories of the past, but also as
a memorial to our brothers, sisters and comrades who gave their
lives to make those victories possible.

THIS WAS WHAT THE LABOR MOVEMENT DID IN 1886,
~FIFTY-SEVEN YEARS AGO, BEFORE IT WAS WELL ORGAN-
_IQED AND BEFORE IT NUMBERED THE MILLIONS IT DOES
"TODAY.

, but of the exght hour movement and the May Day demonsira-
‘tions the AFL was developed and found itself at the head of the
~labor movement in the United States. Through long years of con-

flict and numerous crises—often meeting the forces of organized
capitalism head-on—the movement grew and extended its influence.

PROGRESS THROUGH STRUGGLE

All through the decades following the first May Day, organized
labor learned through experience that it had to fight; that it had
to strike and mass its thousands on the picket line. Quite often
the leaders of labor were against the strike. They would listen to
the siren voice of the capitalist enemy, capitulate before his threat
of force or take to their heels when the capitalist government
thundered from. Washington. It was the pressure of the plain
workers that lifted the movement to ever new heights and greater
power and strength.

The labor movement today with its millions is the heir of the
struggles carried on during the years since the first May Day. We
are the beneficiaries of the great militant strikes of the past half
century: the militant railway strikes of the seventies, the bloody
struggles of the miners and steel workers, of the garment workers,
and all the other conflicts that brought the gams to labor that we
enjoy today.

It was these militant and often bloody struggles that brought

what freedom the working class has today. It was through deter- |

mined resistance to the capitalist ruling class that we gained the
right to organize. Workers went to jail in the course of the strug-
gle for the establishment of the unions and collective bargaining.
This right was not.granted freely by the capitalist employers nor
was it granted and protected by any “friendly” government.

A story has been.going around the past ten years, fostered by
trade union leaders, that the Roosevelt government, with its sec-
tion TA of the NLRA, gave the workers the right to organize “into
unions of their own choosing.” This is a capitalist lie, a New Deal
lie. We won. that right, along with every other right we possess,
on a thousand picket lines over the past 125 years.

THE PRESENT AND THE FUTURE

This is the brief story of our past. But what of today? What
abgut the future? The labor movement cannot live wholly by its
past. That is what some of 'our labor leaders of today would have
us believe. They talk about the glorious past of the labor move-
ment, and they are correct. They also talk about the future of the
trade unions after the war. They tell us the story of their past
militancy and what they will do in the future, “AFTER WE HAVE
WON THIS WAR.”

R. J. Thomas proclaimed loudly in a UAW convention that he
had called more strikes before Pearl Harbor than any other inter-
national president. He promised that after the war is over he will
repeat that performance if the occasion arises. Phil Murray is
proud of his record in the United Mine Workers' struggles. The
same can be said for any number of labor leaders. Even Sam
Gompers once violated a court injunction.

Unfortunately, neither the capitalist class nor its “t)vernment
are awed or deterred, even in their most timid moments, by the
PAST militancy of the labor leaders. They know that this mili-
tancy never interfered seriously with capitalism nor with the ac-
cumulation of vast wealth by the capitalist class. The working
class today, therefore cannot live or make progress merely by con-
templating its past militancy or by listening to the somewhat ex-
aggerated role that the leaders claim for themselves.

We have fo take stock of our labor movement today and the
role played by the leadership right now. Waiting until afier the

war will not do. The capitalists do not wait until after the war is.

over. Where their interests, power, profits and dividends are in-
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WP SPEAKS TO THE MILITANTS

The formnhon of an INDEPENDENT LABOR PARTY can be
postponed only to the increasing peril of the American workers
and the American labor movement. Such a party must be formed
It must adopt a fighting program. It
must challenge the other parties, the parties of capitalism, in the
name of labor and with the aim of a workers’ government.

In Michigan, many of the unions have taken a step in this
direction by formation of the Michigan Commonwealth Federation.
Much still needs to be done in Michigan before the workers have
the kind of party they must have in order to fight for their inter-
ests on the political field. But a step has been taken along the

In the CIO a Political Action Committee has been formed. The
idea of organizing the labor movement for united political action
is absolutely correct, and urgently necessary. All that the leaders
of the Political Action- Committee have in mind, however,
prevent the formation of a Labor Party and to corral working class
votes for a fourth term for Roosevelt. Again we ask: What treat-
ment can labor expect from Roosevelt or any other capitalist poli-
tician if he knows that no matter what he does, the support of labor
is guaranteed in advance, is in his vest pocket? “Labot can com-
mand respect from others, have confidence in itself, and win its
battles ONLY if it acts unitedly on the political front FOR- ITSELF,

The Political Action Committee proposes to call a nutlonul
convention of labor unions this year to consider policy and activ-
ity. Undoubtedly the unions will be widely represented at this
convention. Every union conscious of the need of the hour should
therefore adopt resolutions in favor of independent working class
political action, that is, in favor of the immediate formation of a
militant Labor Party, and send its delegations to the PAC conven-
tion with strict instructions to speak, fight and vote there. for a

A Labor Party worthy. of the name is one that aims frankly
and boldly at setting up a labor government, a government of, for
A workers’ government would be a tremen-
dous step toward crushing the reactionary power 6f monopoly
capital and establishing the power of the working class.
the power of the working class, the masses would proceed to estab-
lish the new order of socialism by taking over the means of pro-
duction and exchange and organizing them exclusively in the in-

The governments of the capitalists have brought the people
unemployment, doles, exploitation, national hatreds and impe-
rialist wars; underproduction when people needed food, clothing
and shelter, and production for war when people needed and
yearned for peace and security. High time that labor took its
rightful place at the head of society. High time labor launched
the conscious, organized fight to set up a workers’ government,

These are the aims the Workers Party urges the American

volved they make no distinction between before the war, during
the war and after the war. The war to them is an episode—an im-
portant episode, to be sure—in the struggle for profits and the per-
petuation of capitalism and a capitalist government.

LABOR SINCE LAST MAY

The struggles that have been forced on the labor movement
since last May Day should make this clear, This period was nota-
ble because we witnessed open attempts of the ruling -class to guar-
antee its rule and profits by demolishing thé unions as bargaining
agents for labor with power to enforce any demands made on the
employers.

Even before the death of the New Deal had been announced by
its midwife, Roosevelt, the ruling class had brought this experi-
ment in “capitalism for the millions” into the burial ground that
big business had been preparing for several years.

The big capitalists succeeded in this by taking over the New
Deal in a furious assault. The labor leaders, especially those of
the CIO, had looked to the New Deal as the second great Magna
Carta: the “Great Charter” of labor. They called on the New Deal
government to protect the interests of labor, to defend the work-
ing class against the attacks of the big employers. When the war
came, these leaders of labor, counting on the friendship of Roose-
velt and “progressive” congressmen, virtually delivered the labor
movement to Roosevelt and government boards appointed by Roose-
velt. While the ranks of labor were not consulted, it was assumed
that Murray and Green would be able to deliver.

The capitalist employers, however, had reason to be skeptical
about this wedding between Roosevelt and the top leaders of the
labor movement, I
the past and they knew that labor cannot so easily be brought un-
der control. They especially feared the CIO unions—that had not
reached the “age of discretion.” They had not become ‘responsi-
ble” labor bodies.

United States capitalism and the capitalist class were engaging
in their second great imperialist venture, Capitalism at home must
be made safe from attack by the workers. The employers moved
in and took over the New Deal. If Roosevelt wanted to be a vie-
torious war lord and war chieftain, then he must listen to the com-
mands of the men of property. If he wanted appropriations and
the agreement of the men of big business, then they must be ac-
corded seats of control. THIS IS WHAT THE CAPITALISTS AND
THEIR PRESS MEAN BY “LISTENING TO CONGRESS" AND
BRINGING “PRACTICAL BUSINESS MEN INTO THE GOVERN-
MENT.” '

Roosevelt submitted to the demands of the corporations, and
not to the demands of labor. He didn’t have to obey the demands
of labor. He had already very cunningly stripped labor of part of
its power with the aid of the leaders of labor. He had their prom-
ise that the trade unions would not strike for the period of the
war. The capitalists would go right on piling up their profits but
the workers must consent to wage stabilization, job freezing, high
living costs, the sixty-hour week, the Little. Steel formula, the
Smith-Connally Act ahd a national service act. They must submit

They remembered the great mass struggles of -

to these iniquities because they had no way to break through this

capitalist-New Deal barricade. THEY HAD GIVEN UP THE

R_l:@HT TO STRIKE!

THE RANKS OF LABOR FIGHT BACK

. With all this drive of the employers and the government, labor,
however, refused to be pushed to its knees. The workers fought
back. Faced by increasing threats to their already low standard of
living, deserted by a cowardly leadership and faced with the anni-

working class to adopt, the actions it urges them to take. The
Workers Party is an organization of revolutionary socialism, of
socialist internationalism. We are grouped together on the basis
of the great traditions and program of the international socialist
Our aim is to inspire the working class to the con-
scious, effective struggle to overturn the outlived, rotten system
- of capitalism in order to replace it with the revolutionary rule of
the workers which will reorganize society on a socialist basis, free
of class exploitation, oppression and inequality.

To the militant workers, aware of the need of an organized
revolutionary socialist movement that works as an integral part
of the labor movement, and seeks to unite its immediate inter-
ests with its historic interests, the Workers Party issues the call:
Join our ranks! United in the great, world-wide struggle for so-

movement.

cialist freedom!

is to

is the working class.

firmly.

LITICAL
CLASS!

In a deep sense, the leadership of the world has fallen to the
United States. The United States can become master of the world
under imperialist rule, despoiling it, exploiting it, wracking it with.
crises and recurrent wars. The United States can become leader
of a world that is united in brotherhood and solidarity, in peace,
freedom and prosperity. But only if the leader of the United States

A tren-_\endous historic responsibility rests upon our shoulders.
A breath-taking opportunity lies right before us.
the labor movement decide this May Day to seize this opportunity

ON TO A LABOR PARTY—TO THE DECLARATION OF PO-
INDEPENDENCE OF THE AMERICAN WORKING

ON TO A WORKERS’ GOVERNMENT — TO FREEDQM,
PEACE, SECURITY AND ABUNDANCE FOR ALL THE PEOPLE!
ON TO A WORKERS' WORLD—ON TO SOCIALISM!
NATIONAL COMMITTEE, WORKERS PARTY,
MAX SHACHTMAN National Secretc:ry

Labor in 1886 and in 1944

hilation of their unions, thousands of workers in numerous indus-
tries took to the picket lines.

Inspired by the indomitable courage and union discipline of the
miners, a real upsurge of labor and a new birth of militancy took
place in 1943. This was true not only of the CIO but of the AFL

unions and the railway unions. The threat of further uprising was

so ominous that the big bureaucrats of the labor movement began
to bestir themselves against the Little Steel formula and for defi-
nite increases in wages and other demands that were being pressed
on them by an aroused and betrayed membership,

The CIO convention did not endorse Roosevelt for re-election
to a fourth term. The Communist Party’'s delegates at the con-
vention were, of course, ready for a blanket endorsement of Roose-
velt, as was Hillman, but Murray knew that Roosevelt had betrayed
every confidence that labor had placed in him. Murray could not,
therefore, so easily shove this bitter pill down the throats of the
CIO rank and file.

The attack of the employers and the government has been ex-
posed, but it has not been halted. The imperialist war goes on, the
capitalist employers want increased profits out of their war, the
government at Washington wants the bureaucratic power and pres-
tige which it gets from doing the will of its capitalist overlords.
The drive against labor will continue. The WLB will not yield,
Byrnes and Vinson will not yield. ‘Stimson, Knox, Land and Roose-
velt will press for their national service act. The employers will
conspire and scheme for lower wages and longer hours. The drive
will continue for piecework. wages. Congress will continue to be
obedient to the demands of Wall Street, the United States Cham-
ber of Commerce and the National Association of Manufacturers.
There will be no reduction in workers’ taxes. There may be an
increase. Government control of prices will continue to be the play-
‘thing of the food producers, processors and manufacturers, as it
has been up to now. THAT IS, THESE EVILS, THESE ATTACKS
ON LABOR WILL CONTINUE UNLESS WE: OURSELVES DO
SOMETHING ABOUT IT.

Reaffirmation of the no-strike pledge is m:.'v the answer-for labor
to give. Support to Roosevelt or Dewey is no answer for labor to
give. Labor members on the WLB and other government boards
is “gquack medicine.”

The miners gave the answer last year. And so did the rubber
workers. And so did thousands of workers in" many industries.
The steel workers made a beginning in December but were halted
by their leaders.

THE STRUGGLE MUST DEEPEN

, The voice of these workers was not loud enough, not insistent
enough, not determined enough. What was done was only a mild
gesture. It didn't stop Roosevelt, nor Congress, nor the employers.
It didn't put sufficient heat under the labor leaders: the Murrays,
Greens and Thomases. We haven’t put enough pressure on them
yet. They cling to their no-strike plédge like drowning men to a
small bit of board. They hang onto a few crumbs from the Roose-
velt table as though there were not bread enough to go around.

What labor did since the last May Day was only a small sample

of what we can do. The rising tide of'dissatisfaction can swell into
a mighty torrent. But we must.take the no-strike halter from our
necks. We must get away from the capitalist parties and into our
own Independent Labor Party.
,  We must return to the spirit of '86, which gave birth to our
militant labor movement. We must carry on this year and the
‘years to come in the spirit of militancy and aggressiveness that
won for us what measure of freedom we have today. These victo-
ries were not gained with no-sirike pledges!

. Where Does
" Poletti Take
His Walks?

Lieut. - Col. Charles Poletti,
ex - Lieut. - Gov. of New York
State, now regional Allied com-
missioner for the Naples areq,
said in an interview recently:

“Wulkilng in the streets :;f
Naples, you would hardly know
that the front is less than fifty

At the same time, Milton
Bracker, New York Times cor-
respondent, reveals in an article
on the coming harvest in Italy
that in all likelihood the situa-
tion will not be eased. If the
Allied Control Commission sets
the prices too far below the
prices obtained on the notorious
black market, most of the wheat
is expected to find its way onto
the black market and out of the
reach of the masses of the peo-

Let all of us in Ple." He concludes:

""Altogether, as anyone can
tell in a ten - minute walk
through Naples, food is the sin-
gle all-pressing problem of the
Allies in their attempt to ad-
minister and advise liberated
Italy. It is too early to say
whether the harvest will really
improve or worsen the situa-
tion."”
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The Battle

For Union

Democracy in Ship Local 9

SAN PEDRO—In the largest CIO
local on the ‘West Coast—Local 9 of
the Shipyard Workers Union — the
one and a half year old fight of the
membership for local democracy is
nearing a victorious end.

Late in 1942, the charter of this
local was lifted by John Green and
the national officers of the union, and
the notorious Walter Pollard was in-
stalled as dictator when it-appeared
likely that progressives were going to
be elected by the membersh: p as their
new leadership.

It is to the everlasting credit of
the CIO workers that the regime of
the malodorous Pollard has been a
record of increasing resentment and
struggle by the rank and file against
his bureaucrafic stranglehold on the
union. Sabotaged though it was by
the Stalinists, conservatives, pessi-
mists” and Pollard stooges, the fight
for local democracy never quieted
down and now has forced the Gen-
eral Execulive Board to grant new
“elections.

It is high time, for on the eve of
these elections the union finds itself
faced with problems that would try
even the most experienced leader-
ship. This is the legacy of the year
and a half of dictatorship by Pollard
in cooperation with the Stalinist
group.

A Familiar Pattern at LA Ship

Most pressing is the siluation at
‘LA Ship, largest of the yards in'the
harbor organized by Local 9. Five
months ago that yard was seized by
the Navy and.tfurned over to Todd
Shipyard for operation. While the
previous management had followed
the policy of-“cooperating” with the
union administrator in chiseling on
the men and weakening the union
contract, Todd, backed by the Navy,
has virtually abrogated the contract,
especially the elause that requires

membership in Local 9 of all produc-

tion employees.

The shipyard workers at LA Ship,
once the solid core of the local, now
find themselves with a contract that
is not honored, a steward system that
operates only by the grace of the
corporation, and with new hires and
old - timers alike openly  {old they
need not join the union. Add to that
the infiltration into the yard of AFL
men through the wide use of sub-
contractors, and it is easy lo recog-
nize a familiar “pattern nf union-
busting.

It must be remembered that less
than two years ago all hiring in this

yard was done through the union. -

and an aggressive and militant shop
stewards organization guarded the
men’s rights.

Another familiar faspect of union-
busting appeared on the scene re-
cently with a flare-up of race hatred
in the repair division of LA Ship. A
regrettable but not uncommon in-
stance of short tempers resulted in
death. But because the man who

used his fist was a N’egro and the
man who hit the deck was white, the
unfortunate incident was used in an
attempt to whip up a lynch spirit
against all Negroes in the yard.

Fanning Race Hatred

Instigated by a handful of Negro-
baiters and participated in by repre-
sentatives 'of management, a non-
union meeting was held on company
property and time, and demands
made for a complete Jim Crow yard,
with hiring of Negroes on a discrimi-
natory quota basis. A commitiee was
elected to present these demands to
the management — outside of union
channels, of course,

Despite the fact that such diserim-
inatory activity violated the sworn
oath of every member of Local 9 who
participated in it, and that every
step taken was in direct violation of
every tenet of good unionism, not a
single ringleader has been brought up
on charges nor even publicly repri-
manded. And it has been rumored
that at least one of the inciters stands
high with tHfe present administration
of the local.

The Ten-Hour Day

Another problem that faces the
union in the immediate future is the
ever - recurring ten - hour day:. For
weeks the daily press has been full
of propaganda by the War Manpower
Commission that the solution to all
the ills of the harbor shipyards is the
institution of two ten-hour shifts in
the place of the present three-shift
day in effect in all yards except Beth-
lehem,

The position of the men is clear—
the ten-hour day has been voted
down every time it comes up. But
with the Navy not recognizing the
union contract, which calls for any
shift change to be negotiated, the
workers at LA Ship are likely to be
confronted some day with an order
to work the longer shift. The union
must be prepared for such an even-
tuality. p

The Bethlehem Yard

In Bethlehem, the next largest yard
under Local 9 jurisdiction, the union’s
position is far from satisfactory. De-
spite weaknesses in the contract, the
very fact that Bethlehem signed is a
victory, but only if followed up by a
vigorous enforcement of all provi-
sions favorable to the men. The do-
nothing policy of the administration
has led to a feeling of apathy among
the men, making it difficult to sign
up a considerable section of the
workers.

Add to the above such long-stand-
ing grievances as the 11.6 per cent
differential for repair work, paid ev-
erywhere on the' West Coast except
in the Los Angeles harbor area, the
miserably inadequate eating arrange-
ments in all the yards, and the still-
soaring cost of living, and it is plain
to see the immediate tasks that lie
before any elected leadership.

Elected Leadershin

There js little chance of an honest -
election resulting in less than a com-
plete repudiation of Pollard's reign.
Not only has his dictatorial arrogance
earned the: contempt and hatred of
the majority of the workers, but the

fruit of his union policy is crystal .

clear. A continuous line of retreat
and defeat marks the result of his
practice of collaboration and coopera-_
tion with management. At the end of
his administration the union's. posi-
tion is weakened, the membership
apathetic ‘and even antagonistic, and
his staff helpless before the offensive
of the Todd management.

In preparation for the elections,
even his staunchest supporters, the
followers of the Communist "Party,
are breaking with him. The thieves
are falling out. Bill Bluhm, most
prominent of the Stalinists in the
LA Yard, even engaged in fisticuffs
with Pollard and his right-hand man,
Shapiro. Besides a broken nose for
Pollard, the result was that Bluhm
and two fellow Stalinists, Lopez and
Evans, were fired by the yard.

But it would be a serious mistake
to confuse personal animosities and
maneuvers for power with honest
differences in policy. Pollard has his
record for the past eighteen months;
so does the gang that follows the
Communist Party line. They are the
ones who call for even greater sub-
mission to management. They were
Pollard’s allies, especially at the time
of the national convention, when they
opposed election of delegates. They
are the instigators of the notorious
“Committee of One Hundred,” under
which it was -planned to substitute

a dictatorship of five for Pollard’s’

dictatorship. ' Bluhm has been the
hatchet man for some of Pollard’s
dirtiest deals.

No unionist who seriously \rlewa
the present and coming struggles of
Local 9 can look to this treacherous
and opportunist clique for leadership.
Even before the advent of Pollard,

" they began thé path of retreat. Giv-

ing up the union hiring hall, per-
mitting the staggered week, voting
for poor contracis—that is part of
their record.

The job that lies ahead of Local 9
is fundamentally the same that is be-
fore the whole trade union move-
ment. Many of the problems, of the
membership of Local 9 cannot be set-
tled on a local scale But their solu-
t;on cannot begm until unions like
Local § turn their back on the road
of 'retreat’ and’ seriously begin the
fight to protect their working condi-
tions and living standards.

To clear the path for that struggle,
the membership of Local 9F “S'hou
demand the following:

Revoke the no-strike pledge.

Break the “Little Steal” formula
and :raise wages to meet I.he cost of
living. i+

Take: labor off the War Labor
Board.

Build an Independent Labor Party.

{

World Labor Conference

By MIKE STEVENS

On June 5, the World Labor Con-
ference will open in London. The
conference is being called by the
General Council of the British Trades
Union Congress, as direéted by the
last convention of the congress.

Although the conference will be a
far ecry from a “world” conference,
nevertheless it is a good idea. It is
"high time that the trade unions from
the various countries got together to
discuss their problems, and arrived
at decisions for the beneﬁt of the
working class.

This conference is coming together
in the fifth year of the Second World
War and twenty-two years after the
first triumph of fascism. The work-
ing class has had its institutions de-
stroyed and its basic rights and civil
liberties destroyed in many coun-
tries. It has had its homes shattered
and its youth massacred in the war,
and has seen sections of its class and
whole populations wiped-out. Capi-
talism stands exposed today before
the entire world as responsible for
Mussolini's march to Rome, Hitler's

“rise to power—and as the decaying
system that by its very nature must
continue to breed fascism and wars.

But from the proposed agenda of
the coming conference as sent out by
Sir Walter Citrine, secretary of the
TUC, the trade union leaders have
learned very little from the world-
shaking events of the past twenty-two
years.

The four-point agenda is: (1) The
furtherance of the.Allied war effort;
(2) the attitude of the trade unions
toward the anticipated peace settle-
ment; (3) representation of the trade
unions at the peace conference, and
at .the preparatory commissions or
conferences for relief, rehabilitation
and post-war reconstruction; (4)
problems of post-war reconstruction
of the international trade wunion
movement.

In addition to the trade unions in
the Allied countries, the trade unions
in neutral countries have been in-
vited to attend the conference, but
will attend only during the second
week, when the fourth point and the
last half of the third point on the
agenda are discussed. It has been ar-
ranged thus, so that these delegates

will not "embarrass their respective

governments.” Exiled ' trade wunion
leaders from Axis and Axis-held
countries will sit in oply as frater-
nal delegates.

- CONFERENCE TIED TO

CAPITALIST GOVERNMENTS

The proposed agenda, as well as
the special status status of the trade
union representatives from the neu-
tral countries, reveal what this con-
ference considers its main job—name-
ly, to work out the most effective
way it can to tie the working class
in its respective countries to the war
machine.

If the delegates to this labor con-
ference, of to any other, were to
carry on any work that would be of
any benefit to the working class, they
would first have to declare their in-
dependence from their own govern-
ments. Then and then only could
they begin to discliss the problems
of the world working class with some
hope of alleviating its suffering.

They would advocate and support
the prosecution of the war against
reaction at home, and fight to put
an end to the imperialist war. They
would raise their voices against im-
perialism and against annexations—
and for the self-determination of all
peoples under imperialist rule. It is
a crime for working class leaders to

“call only for self- determination of

those under Hitler and to shut their
eyes to the colonies heid by the Al-
lies.

WHAT ABOUT RUSSIA?

The Russian “trade unions” have
been invited and their officials will
attend. Representatives of the Rus-
sian workers at a labor gathering
would be a great thing. But the real
representatives of the Russian work-
ers are in jail or have been mur-
dered, and the trade unions have
been liquidated as organs of the
workers. The present-day *“unions”
are just speed-up organizations. The
workers have no rights of any kind,
no voice or vote, no conventions, no
right to organize, or to strike. All the
officials are appointed and removed
at will by the Stalinist bureaucracy.

This conference would really be
sccomplishing something if it de-
manded the right of Russian workers
to organize and strike. But it won't.

The conference will . prokably go

through the monstrous deception of
calling for a free trade union move-
"ment in Germany—but not in Russia.
What's the difference? Why not de-
mand the same for Russia? BE-
CAUSE CITRINE AND MURRAY
AND THE OTHER TRADE UNION
LEADERS ARE TIED TO THEIR
COUNTRY’'S WAR MACHINES AND
RUSSIA IS ON THE SAME SIDE
IN THIS WAR.

The representatives of the Stalinist
unions will be present at the confer-
ence to help crush any possibility of
action contrary to the bureaucracy’s
expansionist policy. Lombardo Tole-
dano, the Stalinist leader of the Con-
federation -of Latin American Work-
ers (CTAL) has been making trips
constantly throughout all of Latin
America to make sure that the unions
in those countries have full repre-
sentation and that all the delegates
think the “right” way.

POSITION OF AFL

The American Federation of Labor
has refused to participaté in the con-
ference on the ground that the Rus-
sian “unions” will be represented,
and that these delegates do not rep-
resent “free, legitimate trade unions.”

The -AFL uses this fact to hide its
real reason for not attending. The fact
that Russia will be represented is
one reason, but a minor one, why the
AFL objects to going. It is true that
free trade unions do not exist in Rus-
sia, but the AFL acts from its tra-
ditional reactionary policy against the
Soviet Union from the days of Lenin
and Trotsky, WHEN TRADE UN-
IONS REALLY DID EXIST THERE.
But the main reason why the AFL is
not going is because the CIO will
also be there. The AFL still consid-
ers the CIO a “dual” and not a “rival”
organization, -

To be present at an mternatmnal
conference with the CIO would mean
that the AFL recognizes the existence
of two federations of labor in the
United States. After setting such a
precedent it would be quite difficult
for the AFL to prevent the CIO from
having equal status on all other in-
ternational bodies.

In conclusion, it is clear that while
international action by labor is a
crying need today, neither the agenda
of the coming conference nor the mo-
tives of the leaders meet the need.

A\
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A MAY DAY REVIEW OF LABOR AND ITS PROBLEMS

Tasks of the Rubber Wor

By BILL FORD

AKRON, Apr. 21—One of the gravest problems which besets the
organized rubber workers today is that of wholesale piecework
rate-slashing by the companies. This lies just below the surface of
all the current and future stoppages of work in the industry, no mat-
ter what hullabaloo is raised by management to conceal this fact.

Even the United Rubber Workers International Executive Board
has finally screwed up sufficient courage to emit a feeble whine and
“plea” that some governmental agency investigate chiseling on wage
rates. This board, which is completely saturated with the attitude
and outlook of Dictator Sherman H. Dalrymple, international URWA
president, took ten minutes off the other day from its “more impor-
tant” work of breaking strikes and wrecking unions, to say a few
words on this question—which is all-important for the rank-and-
file gum miner.

The board noted that the companies are cutting rates in prepara-
tion for the post-war competitive period which is bound to come
when the government no longer will be buying practically every-
thing that is manufactured. How true! The board characteristically
failed, however, to give even so much as a hint that the WORKERS
THEMSELVES can and must take THEIR OWN independent action-
against the companies. As a matter of fact, it pointed with pride to
the Board’s policy of throwing out of the union, and consequently

. out of his job, every worker who follows his correct union instinet
in wviolation of the no-strike pledge. '

Lo and behold, the bitterly anti-labor ‘Akron Beacon Journal,
which these days is functioning practically as the house organ of the
URWA top bureaucracy, came out editorially the next day far to the
“left” of these union pie‘-card artists. It said: “We do not have much

faith that the ‘government investigation’ sought by the union could

provide a prompt and decisive answer against the wage chiseling!”

So low is the vaunted “industrial statesmanship” of the Dalrym-
ple-Burns-Buckmaster-Kremlin clique at the top of the URWA, that
its propocals can be dismissed with an abrupt sentence even by the
capitalist press! The rank and filer in the rubber shops has long
before dismissed ALL GOVERNMENT AGENCIES as any means
of redressing his just grievances,

UNION DEMOCRACY THE KEY ’

Basically, that is why today the whole labor movement in Akron,
whether consciouly or not, is putting up such a tremendously suc-
cessful fight to restore democracy within the URWA against its dic-
tatorial leadership. It correctly knows that democratic procedure is
absolutely vital to the self-preservation of the union movement. It
understands that only through democratic discussion and decision
can the present disadtrous policy of Dalrymple & Co. be overturned
antl a new policy, correspondmg to the genuine interests of the work-
“ers, be worked out, \

On the basis of the absolute victory of democratic unionism, then,
and ONLY then, is it REALISTIC to project further plans for the
consolidation and advancement of the rubber workers’ gains, and the
lems presented«within-the:industry. ‘%

* Aside from the chate ‘and always ‘present  threat of plece-
work wage cuts, the old problem of decentralization of the industry
to lower standard, _pbn—uni‘on communities continues to haunt the
men in the shops. In the early days of the URWA-CIO’s husky de-
velopment, the union stopped or followed in the trail of the corpo-
ration’s decentralizing moves. Today it is increasingly clear to more
and more workerswthat the corporations’ hope is so to hound the
union while the war is on, by means of assistance to Dictator Dalrym-
ple and by means of assistance from the employer-controlled Roose-
velt government, that the URWA at the end of the war will be only
a hollow and empty shell.

RUBBER BARONS HAVE PLANS

i Then, the four major, monopolist corporations figure they can
“peacefully” renew their old fight among themselves, not having ito
worry about labor’s demands for resumption of the six-hour day
with eight-hour pay, nor about breakdown of the rigid regional wage
differentials, nor about seniority rights of 'militant unionists, nor
equal pay for women, nor non-discrimination in hiring, nor threats

of underpaid office workers being organized, and the like.
There is every reason to believe that, along with their class
¢ brothers in the rest of American industry, the rebber rubber barons
have had their rapacious appetites whetted by the blood profits of
wartime, and that they are carefully salting away tidy sums to at-

ters

tempt to enforq.e upon labor a thorough-going dictatorship of their
own makmg, based on the open violence formerly exercised by the
Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co. over their Gadsden, Ala., employecs.
Far from the rosy post-war dreams envisaged by the Dalrymple
regime for the workers following this period of “sacrificing every-
thing to first win the war,” the solidarity and militancy of the URWA
ranks are being tested every day nowadays in a thousand and one
different places and ways. .

No one knows this fact better than the men in the shop, who bear
the brunt of the corporations’ deliberate knifing of their conditions,
and of the almost blunt refusal to go through even the pretenses of
collective bargaining. Spontaneous, isolated or sporadic depart-
mental sit-downs occur daily as an elementary mechanism of defense.
To these there is but one reply from those heroic “statésmen” of la-
bor, Dalrymple and gang: “They sometimes get out of patience and
go on strike. We have no alternative but to take disciplinary action.”

What {o do about all this, thousands are wondering. LABOR
ACTION has this to reply, based on its knowledge of conditions in
the rubber industry and the URWA, plus its knowledge of the na-
tional and international situation of labor in the face of capitalist
reaction:
WHAT LABOR MUST DO

- First of all, adherence to the no-strike pledge is bringing catas-
trophe. There can be no compromise here. The necessity to rescind
it is absolute. -

h}

Secondly, it must be clearly recognized that once the no-strike

pledge is rescinded, the Roosevelt Administration will attempt to
legislate further and more drastic straight-packet laws against labor

that today are being held in readiness. Knowing this, labor has no’

alternative but to throw its full weight immediately—today—into
the effort to get genuine independent labor political action and to
beat back the onslaughts of reaction.
Thirdly, the demoralizing and disgusting practice of supporting
Republican or Democratic politicians and attempting to pass that off
“genuine independent labor political action” is a futile farce. This
farce is passed down into the ranks of the URWA by Dictator!Dalrym—

, ple and Thomas F. Burns for the exact prpose of preventing the de-

velopment of healthy labor political democracy, in the same manner
that these birds are stifing healthy labor union democracy. :

Instead of “going along with CIO policy” on this gquestion, pro-
gressives must change that policy in the same way as they know it
is necessary to abandon the no-strike pledge. A beginning can and

should still be made this year locally, which would have the result -

at once of rousing the whole union movement out of its political dis-
interestedness and cynicism. Labor’s real and urgent political needs
can be fulfilled only through an INDEPENDENT LABOR PARTY.

The problems of the rubber workers are not insoluble, Their solu-
tion lies in further extension and deepening of the present liberty-
loving union-consciousness of those who toil in the shops; into an
aggressive and confident political class-consciousness.
hands with a re-invigorated labor movement on this basis, the profit-
r:eers can be driven from their seats of power. &

Break the Chain!

Issues Before Steel Workers’ Convention e

By joining i

(Continued from page 1)

CENT, IN THE LAST QUARTER OF
1943 IT WAS 13 PER CENT. LA-
BOR'S SHARE IN 1939 WAS 65 PER
CENT, BUT ONLY 59 PER CENT IN
THE LAST QUARTER OF 1943.

NO-STRIKE PLEDGE MUST GO

There is no need to go any fur-
ther with facts and figures. We in
our families have been through the
experience of attempting to make
ends meet within the limitations of
the Little Steel formula. We know
that it can’t be done. The main ques-
tion before your convention, there-
fore, is what to do about it. A de-
mand has already been made by your
union and other unions for the abo-
lition of the Little Steel formula. But
the WLB and the government pay
no attention to our demands. LABOR
ACTION knows why and we believe
that you do, too. THE EMPLOYERS
AND THE GOVERNMENT HAVE
THAT NO-STRIKE PLEDGE.

That means that organized labor
can only-beg. It can’t fight. In order
to fight and get results, labor must
be free. It must be free to use the
only weapon we have, our numbers
and our organized strength. We have
the numbers but we aare shackled by
the no-sjrike pledge.

It. is claimed that the no-strike-

pledge was given as a patriotic ges-
ture; to demonstrate that the work-
ing class was in full support of the
‘war, While LABOR ACTION and

the Workers Party do not support
the imperialist war, we can say to
those workers who do support the
war that even they must realize by
now that it is only labor which has
made any sacrifice whatsoever. Fur-
thermore, does any worker believe
that a war which produces billions
in profits for oné side and want and
misery for the other side, is a war
for democracy? This is the real
situation today and big business and
the government show no inclination
to change things. 'THIS MEANS
THAT IF THERE IS TO BE ANY
IMPROVEMENT SUCH IMPROVE-

- MENT WILL HAVE TO COME

FROM THE PRESSURE OF THE
WORKING CLASS.

This is the brutal fact which the
steel workers face in their conven-
tion. They are faced with the neces-
sity, the urgent necessity, to rescind
their no-strike pledge. This will re-
quire courage, understanding and de-
termination. The overwhelming ma-
Jjority of the workers are against the
no-strike pledge and have always
been against it. The only people who
have been for the no-sirike pledge

-are the leaders of the labor move-

ment, the Communist Party, the em-
ployers, and the government,

If you take back your no-strike
pledge, you will demonstrate, not ir-
responsibility, as will be charged,
but genuine working class responsi-
bility and loyalty. Then your union’

will mean something and you will be

in a position, 11! the need arises, to
enforce your demand for an increase
in pay and the other demands which
you have in your program.

THE QUESTION OF
POLITICAL ACTION

There is another aspect of the CIO
program which will probally come
up in your convention. That is the
CIO political action' campaign. Your

. Political Action Committee is pre-

paring to enter the coming Novem-
ber election with a political platform.
Since this is to be political action
by a large organized section of the
working class, one has the right to
assume that you are thinking of in-
dependent working class political ac-
tion. ' THIS IS A STEP WHICH IS
LONG OVERDUE!

At the last CIO convention there
was no resolution calling for the re-
election of Mr. Roosevelt., Since that
convention, however, many CIO un-
ions have come out with endorse-
ments of President Roosevelt for re-
election. This, of course, is not inde-
pendent working class political ac-
tion. This is tying the workers to
the Democratic Party—the party of
Howard Smith, Bilbo and Martin
Dies. It would be no different, to be
sure, if workers' organizations en-
dorsed the Republican Party.

Independent working class politi-
cal action can only mean a break
with the Democratic and Republican
parties. The organized labor move-

ment, with its millions of militant
and loyal members, can have a party
of its own and we can have it this
year. We can organize our own na-
tional labor party, based on the trade
unions.” That would be OUR party.
We can put up our own candidates...
members of our unions and of our
party. We can vote for them—and
for them alone..

THE TWO MOST
IMPORTANT ISSUES

It seems clear, therefore, that the
two most important questions to come
before your convention are: the re-
scinding of the no-strike pledge and
the beginning of action for the organ-
ization of a genuine Labor Party.

LABOR ACTION and the Workers
Party are deeply interested in your
convention because we are a part of
the working class and active partici-
pants in the struggles of organized
labor. We make no apologies, there-
fore, for holding this discussion with
you. We are steel workers, aircraft
workers, shipyard workers and toil-
ers in numerous other industries.
When we discuss these problems with
you, therefore, we are discussing our
own problems.

We greet the constitutional con-
vention of the United Steel Workers
of America and hope that your de-
liberations will result in many con-

crete gains not only for the toilers

in the steel industry but for the

whole working class in America, -

R L




LABOR ACTION
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talian Revolution

The decision of the “Six Parties” to enter
a new Badoglio government with King Victor
Emmanuel still: on' the throne marks a new
stage in the development of ‘the revolution in
Italy. '

“When the revolution first broke out in Italy,
 the masses.who came out. into the streets by
.. the'hundreds of thousands gave ample evidence
of their long-suppressed desire to put an end
to fascism, to all it stood for, and to the war
which it had:imposed. upon ‘them.

This display of popular hatred, which drove
the Blackshirts from the streets, was over-
whelming-enough ‘to topple the Mussolini. re-
gime. It proved to the capitalist class and the
monarchy that Mussolini did not retain enough
support of any kind.to keep the masses of the
people in check any longer. To save theém-
selves; they hastily abandoned their old sa-
vior, Mussolini. himself, and all his more dis-
credited henchmen, ;

A new figure was needed who could per-
form the task of preserving the old order. The
ruling class and the monarchy picked Bado-
glio, in the Hope that even though he might
not be able to win the support of the masses,
he could maintain “order” by the control over
the remnants .of the army which they expected
would come to him from his previous military
position'. In addition, they felt, what he.lacked
in pepular authority would be made up by the
support he. would receive from. the Anglo-
* American forces, With the mantle of friend-
ship for the “great democrats” of Washington
and. London draped around Badoglio, they
thought that this butcher of the Albanian and
Ethiopian peoples, who was Mussolini’s mili-
" . tary tool in maintaining fascism in Italy for
years, might, pass as a democrat and appease
the: discontent of the people. The bread hand-
outs of AMG would help, too.

. The ruling class reckoned without its host—
the masses- of the people. LABOR ACTION
pointed out at the very beginning of the revo-
lution that Badoglio was .only a man of an
hour, that his  apparent: triumph represented
only the first stage of the struggle,.and:that
this stage would not last long. The passing of
the Badogho reglme, at least of ,the Badoglio
reglme as ltrwas at’ first constituted, bears out
this prediction. =~
~Why did it pass?

" A'PHANTOM RULER

. Badoglio and his master, the King, failed
_to obtain even as much social support, or
even tolerance, as Mussolini had before the
crisis broke out, The military forces he ex-
j)ected to command, and base himself upon,
disappeared like water in sand. What was not
retained by Mussolini’s gang in the North and
incorporated into the Axis; divisions, simply
went home, fed up completely with the war
and' leaping at the first opportunity to with-
draw from it.  The famous “army’> that Ba-
doglio and Victor Emmanuél were going to
contribute to the great Allied “war for de-
mocracy,” in which they blandly made them-
selves :at home, simply failed to materialize.
The masses of the people*did not rally to
the support of the new regime, either. They
did not do it in the South, which is weak in-
»
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dustrially and backward politically, and they
certainly did not do it in the North, the indus-
trial heart of the country and its most ad-
vanced section-politically. The masses of the
people had not made their superb and success«
ful effort to fling Mussolini into the discard
only to accept in its place Mussolini's géneral,

.Mussolini’s King, and a mob of discredited fas-

cist politicians and gunmen ‘who set themselves
up as the new government in every southern
locality. They did not overturn Mussolini with
the idea of “really getting™into the war,” but
of getting out of it. They got neither the free=
dom, the peace, the republic, nor' the end: to
starvation for which they yearned ‘and™still
yearn.

The Anglo-American imperialists would
have preferred to have Badoglio remain in
power just.as he was. Wherever possible and
efficacious, they want just such a “strong man,”
that is, a hard-boiled reactionary who doeg not
yield to the aspirations for freedom of the
“mob.” Darlan was no accident; Badoglio. was
no accident. ;

‘But Badoglio’s regime proved inefficacious
oven from the standpoint of Washington and
London. And that for two reasons. First, it
showed itself incapable of win\ning even the
passive support of the people in the South, in
“liberated” Italy, because it could give them
nothing éxcept a slightly modified version: of
what they had in the old days. Second, it
could not win the support of the people in the
German-occupied North, . The North is deci-
sive in Italy, as indicated. The military prog-
ress of the Allies in Italy depends in. consid-
erable measure upon the *cooperation,” so to
speak, of the rebellious workers of the North.
At the same time, the further North the Al-
lies move, the more difficult the problem of
dealing with the Italian population would be-
come. The workers of the North could not be
sold the idea of a Badogho reglme for even
five minutes. :

A LITTLE FACE-LIF TING

Hence the Allies, Moscow of course mcluded _
began a campaign to lift the face of the Bado-
glio regime, to give it a more popular aspect,
to make it more acceptable to the people, both
in the South and in the North. Here, as in
nine-tenths of the cases which involve Allied
political moves in Europe, the)r were dominated
above all by fear of revolution. The campaign
involved putting as much pressure as needed

, on Badoglio and Victor Emmanuel to accept

a government reorganization that would in-
clude the “democratic’ parties of the Commit-
tee, or Junta, of the “Six Parties”; and putting
similar pressure on these parties, especially on
the party of Count Sforza.and the- Socialist
Party, to enter a Badoglio governmenti with-
out insisting upon the abolition of the mon-
archy or even the abdication of Victor Em-
manuel.

The Allies were forced into this policy by
the considerations mentioned above. The Ba-
doglio government had to be -“democratized”

_ without running the risk of anything so up-

setting as the overturn of the monarchy, in
order to win the support of the masses with-
out really giving them what they want and
need; The government had to be “democra-
tized” in order to trick the masses out of fight-
ing for democratic rights and powers.

The “Six Parties,” which are mostly bureau-
cratic committees without real organizational
strength or following, were reluctant to be
pushed into this compromise. This was espe-
cially the case of the most important of them,
the Sforza party, and the Socialist Party, which

. does have some support among the people.

Their reluctance was not due, despite their
lofty declarations, to .any noble principles.
They are showing this by their present ‘action.
It was due to fear of compromising themselves
too badly—and so early in.the fightl—in the
eyes of the people. They know: the bitterness
the people feel toward the monarchy; they
know the hatred of the people toward Bado-
glio and the black gang of cut-throats sup-
‘porting him. . They were compelled from the

yery begmmng, to make the most hlghfalutm

and mdlgnant denuneciations. on" the: Monarch
and his Premier. They swore the most solemn
oaths that they would never enter a govern-
ment of so discredited a scoundrel as Badoglio,
that they would take no part in-a government
that did not first receive the abaicutiou) of
Mussolini’s co-criminal, the ng

Never? Well, hardly evér! When the pres-

sure grew, these fake democrats co!lapsed like '

a .jack-knife. They burned. all their :solemn

oaths, they threw all their grandioSe principles

down the drain, hoped agmnst hope that every-
body would forget their heroic speeches and
articles and pesturings, and went with- hat in
hand to visit the detestable Marshal in order
to bargain with him about the jobs they would
get in his new cabinet; formed with the bless-
ings of the High Seats of Democracy, Washing-
ton, London and, last but not least, Moscow.

THE STALINIST ROLE

The ﬁltiiy, and perfectly characteristic, role
of the Stalin regime is especially noteworthy.
The professional perjurers and bootlickers whe:
edit the Stalinist: press throughout the world-
had been shouting at the top.of their bought-
and-paid-for lung-power against the Badoglio

" regime for months. They clamored that it was

reactionary; that:it was hardly a hair’s-breadth
different from Mussolini’s; that.it represented.
nobody but a cabal of despots and criminals:
They denounced and pleaded with Washington
and London to cut loose from Badoglio.

Then, for his own good reasons; including
the aim of breaking through the: ‘“freeze-out”
policy practiced -by: AMG against -Moscow: in
Italy, Stalin granted diplomatic recognition to
the government that was reactionary and rep-
resented only a handful of despots and crimi-
nals. The Stalinist editors and press. there-
upon made one: of their: typical turnabout-
faces, without so much -as the flicker-of an
eyelash. They know what sidetheir bread- is
buttered. on.: ;

The recognition of the Badoglio regime by
Moscow was, however; only the- first step.
Stalin. wants influence in Italy. He wants po-
sition in Ttaly. His imperialist-aims:do not stop
at the shores of the Mediterranean, but extend
to the sea itself‘ Besides, he- must: always. be
on the spot to prevent any socialist revolution
or revolutionary movement from:rising to any
strength—the beginning of the socialist victory
in Europe- means. the end- of the Stallmst tyr=
anny in-Russia. .

To Naples, therefore, came one. of the most
despicable characters in: the foreign machine
of Moscow, Palmiro Togliatti, alias Ercoli. Er-
coli was for. years one of the mest unscrupu-
lous tools .of Stalin in the Commaunist Interna-
tional.. This cold-blooded, - cynical, corrupt
flunkey stood by applauding while the best
militants in the Italian communist. movement
—the genuine communist movement, not the

present-day caricature of it—were driven from:

the party, or were-sent to prison, or even ex-.
ecuted. He cheered with the mob of bureau-
crats when the ﬂower of the Russian Revolu-
tion was framed up in Russia and. exeoutud in
the cellars of the GPU.
for Stalin’s job in Italy.

His job in Italy was, first, to force the “Slx
Parties” to enter: tﬁe Badoglio, reglme to gwe
it a more palatablelappearance With Stallmst
pressure, on one side and Allied pressure on
the other, the rest of the Six Parties capitu-
lated.

It is of the hlghest interest to learn that the.
job demanded by the Stalinists in the new cab-
inet is the Ministry of the Interior. -They may
not get it, but that is what they want first. The
Minister of the Interior in Italy is.in charge of

.. POLICE AND PRISONS. That is what;the
Stalinists want to control. That is how they
have trained themselves and their representa-
tives to deal with all dissenters-——by police and
prisons. Success'in this field would mean that
Stalin has sunk an entering wedge deep into
Italy—the wedge of the GPU, this time a GPU
clothed with the oﬁ'imal authorlty and powers
of the Italian state,

But actinig officially through the police of
the government, or unofficially andin‘ the
dark, the knife of Stalinism' is directed against
the independence of the people against their
democratic- and socialist strivings, against. all
those who represent these strivings to any sé-
rious degree—be it our comrades, the revolu-
tionary Trotskyists of Italy, or the socialists
who are not ready to take orders and a sti-
pend from Moscow, or even ordinary demo-
crats and liberals who will not do Stalin's
dirty work. Itis'in the Stalinists-that the Ital-
ian revolution will find ‘its:’'most sinister ene-
my, its most potent mehace.
~The first stage:of the revolution in Italy
could only give way to the present stage, the
second. But the second is no--more durable
than the first. It must; in turn, gwe way to a

new stage.

A NEW STAGE TO COME

The very c1rcumstances in which the new
Badoglio regime—the “democratized’ Bedo-
glio regime—is coming into office clearly. in-
dicate that it can give the people little, if any-
thing, more than did its predecessor, Will
these “democratic’ governors now try to re-
cruit and: mobilize the I_te]ia_n geople for a
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“more active” part in the war? But that is
precisely what the harried masses, ruined by
the war, do not want. Will it give them food,
which is a burning’question. fer.the starving
masses now? It.is-mare; than- doubtful. - The-
profiteers-will continue:their ‘shameless profit-
eering, the masses will contmue on the brink
of exhaustion.. - '

The profiteers, camtal:sts and princes Wl" not
be crushed by a gang of cowards,whe dared not
even break completely. with a zero like Bado-
glio—much less with thatother master of food,
AMG. Will it give them.a republic? What the
masses want NOW, these “democrats” will
probably -continue - to. promise ‘them...in the
future, Will-it- give: them democratic rights,
the genuine right of free press, free speech,
free assembly, the right to vote for a govern-
ment of their-own, a:National Constituent As-
sembly which will decide the government of
Italy? Yes....When? Tomorrow, always to-
morrow, and never- today. ‘“After the war,”
they say. But the people want these rights
now; and promises made by those who :have
already  condemned themselves by their cyni-
cal violation of solemn promises, are not a sub-
stitute.

The events leading up to the second stage
of the Italian revolution that has just opened,
emphasize what we, and we are glad to note;
our Italian comrades whose first proclamation
was printed recently, have said from the be-
ginning. The people of Italy cannot expect to
get their liberation from foreign imperialism,
and they cannot expect it from the Stalinists,
the Sforza-Croce “democrats” or - the. right-
wing socialists. The winning of their freedom
is their own job, and it can be achieved only
in the course of an independent struggle.

Real freedom, peace, security, abundance—
these are not to be won short :of the victory
of socialism throughout Europe. The old Eu-
rope, the Europe of capitalism, can bring the
people only what it has brought them, suffer-
ing, war, exploitation, despotism, national hat-
reds, poverty, weakness. There is not a s:ogle

He was Just the: nian' 'country of | Europe that can solve its problern

by itself. The problem of each of the countries
is .the. problem of all of Europe, to ‘be’ solved
umtedly by the free nations .and. peoples.of
Europe, orgamzed in a Socialist United States
of Europe. There is no other road but leads to
despair and ruin,

* This does not' mean that each country of
Europe must wait until all the others are ready
for revolution. One can start; the others will

follow. For-various reasons, it is Italy- that.

has started. If it continues, the purifying fire
will light in other lands.

STRUGGLE FOR DEMOCRATIC RIGHTS

In Italy, the developments have already
showed the tremendous revolutionary signifi-
cance and.power, both from. the.standpoint of
the masses of the people, and from the stand-
point of revolutionary socialism, of the sirug-
gle for democratic rights. So far as the fascists
are concerned it is-all clear.. But- espemally 50
far- as the “‘democratic™ 1mper13115ts are con-

cerned, and the totalitarian Stalinists, and the

capitalist liberals and right-wing socialists as
well—they: all fear the exercise of democratic

. rights by the people. They want to do every-

th._L_ng from above, without the masses “inter-
fering,” inthe hope that this is an easier'way
to keep the masses in check. /

- All of them are afraid of what the masses
will ‘say about them if they have the unre-
stricted right of free speech. They fear what
the masses will say and;plan in their halls and
do in the streets if they have the right of as-
sembly. - They fear what the masses will or-

" ganize if they have the right to organize. If

the strength of the masses were unleashed,
they would not hesitate for a moment to step
right into industry and the machinery of dis-
tribution and, disregarding the profit interests
of capital, see to it that there is food for the
people and food equitably shared. This is es-
pecially what the capitalist :politicians fear.
They fear the power of an independent ‘and

untrammelled - press at the service of the -

masses. |

They are afraid of eleetlons, for then they
must. submit - themselves to the suffrage and
]udgment of the masses, especially masses of
people who are in a revolutionary frame of
mind, who demand deeds and not only words,
who demand that promises be taken off paper
and carried out in life. They are therefore also
afra:d of callmg for a National Constituent As-
sembly on the basis of universal suffrage to

decide the government of Italy. They prefer .

to do that.in the dark of the moon, by bureau-
cratic arrangements with Anglo~American im-
perialism, with Moscow, with the monarchists
and the bankers—all behmd the back of the
people ~ g i

~Quyr Italian comrades, who are concentrat-

Ttaly that they must set themselves the goal

, and fearless fighters for it. They show that the

jthoroughly wise and correct, but corresponds

. opment of the revolution in Italy. For if it is

By Mox Shochtman——}

ing their efforts under the most diiﬁcuit cir-
cumstances to build up a truly revolutionary
socialist party, a party of the Fourth Inter-
national, rightly point out to the workers of

of a Socialist United States of Europe.

‘At the same time, they call upon the workers
to fight now for the democratic rights we have
outlined above. They call not only for the
right of free speech, free press and assembly;
and the right to organize, but the right to vote
and the convocation of a National Constituent
Assembly. - In this call, our Italian comrades
once more.show that the revolutionary social-
ists do not merely talk about democracy and
democratic rights, but are the most consistent

fight for democracy for the masses of the peo-
ple lies along the road of the fight for social-
ism and is best conducted under the leadership
of revolutionary socialists.

Our comrades are not deceiving themselves, -
however, or the workers to whom they speak.
They do not ask the workers to look to AMG
for the realization of their legitimate demands.
They do not tell them to expect it of the King,
the bankers, the industrialists, the “ex-fas-
cists” like Badoglio, or even from Sforza and
his ilfl. To the contrary, in their very first pub;
lic pronouncement, our Italian comrades
warned the workers against such illusions,
Their warning has already been more than
amply justified, and the rec_ent' decision-of the
“Six Parties” serves to underscore it. -

Our Italian comrades tell the workers that
they. must organize and fight for these rights,
that they themselves must acquire theée rights,
including the calling of a National Constitu-
ent Assembly. To organize themselves most
democratically-and most effectively, the wo.rk—
ers, soldiers 'and peasants of Italy, say our
comrades, must organize their own councils. (%
It is in such organization that the future of : 1
the Italian revolution is assured. :

. From' our _standpoint, the course recom-
mended by our Italian. eomrades is not only

perfectly to the needs and interests of the peo=
ple of Italy

MEANING TO AMERICAN LABOR

. Are the events in Italy, its future, of concern
only to the people of that country? No, to the
pedple; especially to the workers, of the United
States as. well. We have a stake in the devel=

o)

defeated, that is a direct blow at us here, and
reaction will know how to deliver it, If it is
vietorious, it is a vietory for us, because labor
will be as encouraged‘and emboldened as the
capitalists will be upset and demoralized.

We have our duty to perform. It is a down-
right shame that our labor movement has kKept
silent while Anglo-American authorities ere
maintained as conquerors over the Italian peo-
ple, while these “liberators” continue to deny
the Italian people the most elementary demo-
cratic rights. We must raise our veice in pro-
test against this disgraceful state of affairs and
demand: “HANDS OFF THE ITALIAN PEO-
PLE .AND THEIR RIGHTS! HANDS OFF
THE ITALIAN- REVOLUTION!"

There is much we can do, of a most concrete
kind, for our Italian brothers. Labor must not
be remiss in its duty. The freedom of a people
is involved.
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The First of May, 1944, is not only labor's holiday, it is also the
fourth anniversary of the Workers Party of the United States and
of LABOR ACTION. At a time when the political movement of
the workers of the world is in a disorganized and beaten state as
a result of betrayals arising from within the broad labor movement
and the victories of fascism and reaction, the Workers Party and
LABOR ACTION are truly beacon lights of hope for the American

“as’well as-the international working class and all exploited peoples.

There is litile argument about the miserable state of capitalist
society the world over. The war portrays in the sharpest form the
utter deéay of this social order which is'incapable of existing under
conditions-of peace, or of supplying the necessities of life for all the
people.

Thus, international capitalism is a spectacle of riches piled up
on one' side in the hands of the monopolistic capitalist classes of
the powerful nations, and immense poverty for the overwhelming
majority of the peoples in all countries' of Europe and AmeYica,
and the many millions of colonial subjects of imperialism.

In the United States there is an apparent picture of prosperity
for all the classes. But this is purely superficial. Actually, in the
midst of the war economy and the absence of unemployment, the
same picture of immense wealth, war profits and well-being is
found on one side in the hands of the American' capitalists, ‘while
the overwhelming majority of the workers and exploited await the
post-war period with dread. One does not need to wait for the post-

war period, however, to assess the position of the working people. -

They barely make ends meet during the very course of the war.

The war itself, in addition to baring the incurable sickness of
capitalism as a system of wars and poverty, forces the main burdens
of production and prosecution of the conflict upon the shoulders of
the workers and the millions of poor. Poor conditions of labor,
speed-up; deterioration of living conditions, and the general decline
of the living standards of the people are merely the concrete mani-
festations of the terrible exploitation of the masses.

The end of the war will demonstrate that while the capitalist
classes of the world, especially in this country, have piled up enor-
mous reserves for the leaner days, the workers of the ‘world, and in
this country too, will have little to turn to but the specter of un-
eniployment, relief, gigantic WPA's, and the like.

The Workers Party has endeavored to explain these things to
American labor, to educate it to understand its lot under capitalism
and to win it to socialism as the only hope of freedom and securily
for all of mankind. Real social security and plenty for all will come
with the abolition of the capitalist system of exploitation, the opeér-
ation of industry by a workers' state and the production of the
needs of life for use rather than profit.

The Workers Party is dedicated to this cause of transforming’

the social order of capitalism into a new order for the belterment
of the whole human race, i.e,, socialism,

The test of our kind of a party is different from that applied to
the big capitalist parties. They are measured solely by their wealth,
the lies they tell, and the promises they give. The Workers Party,
as an organization representing the best interests of labor and all
who toil and are poor, can be measured only by the manner in
which it represents these interests.

Size alone is pretty unimportant in relation “to principle. And
the Workers Party prides itself because in the four years of its in-
dependent existence it has conducted itself in an exemplary way,
defending the interests of labor and carrying on the struggle
against the capitalist system for a new and better society.

BACKGROUND OF THE WORKERS PARTY

The Workers Party arose in the course of a sharp mternal strug-
gle in the Socialist Workers Party (Cannonites). That was four
years ago. The issue which separate us froin ‘that organization was
on the attitude to bé taken on Russia's invasien of Finland and Po-
land, and subsequently, what position should be taken on Russials
role in the imperialist war.

We contended that the first Russian invasion of Finland was an
act which violated the principles of socialist internationalism and
therefore was calculated to do the workers of the world the great-
est harm. The' Stalinist invasion of Finland, and the subsequent
division of Poland' in alliance with Hitler Germany, did not ad-
vance the interests of the workers of Russia, nor of the workers
in the invaded countries, but merely strengthened the bureaucratic
Stalinist regime at home, and increased “the power, territories and
revenue' of that regime.

We could not agree either with Trotsky or the majority of the
leadership of the SWP in their condemnation of the invasions and
the contradictory support they gave, in turn, to the invaders. To
justify this untenable position, they asserted: that Russia remained
a workers’ state, although a degenerated one; and in- these con+
flicts, the workers of the world must support this “degenerated”
state. Although not all of us were yet clear on the characterization
to give the Russian state, we were certain that the position taken

by Trotsky and the Cannomtes on the concrete questmm was

wrong.

It was cbvious, however. that the old party needed a thorough

. discussion and re-evaluation' of its Russian position. It was also

possible to avert a split, but this latter was contingent upon a free

discussion of the disputes in the party. Such a free d_isc'ussion and |

re-evaluation of the Russian question was manifestly impossible
in a party bureaucratically govemed under the leadership of Can-
non and his factlon

Our demands for a guaranteed free and democratic discussion
and defense ‘'of minority rights (as a matter of fact, the relation-
ship of forces was extremely close; with the youth organization
we had a majority) were not met. Even the suggestion of Trotsky
that our demand. for a paper be granted, thus insuring our demo-
cralic rights, was refused. The split was then inevitable, since the
majority leadership regarded the discussion of vital political ques-
tions as a luxury. They still persist in this bureaucratic attitude.

Had a split béen avérted: at that precise moment, February, 1940,
it undoubtédly would have occurred: later. The entry of the United
States into the war and the invasion of Russia by Hitler were turn-
ing points in the international situation and on both questions the
Cannonites responded in - characteristic fashion. The Socialist
Workers Party was virtually the only party in the movement for
a new, Fourth International, which remained officially silent -on
America’s participation in' the -war. On Russia’s new role in the

A Record True to the Interests of Labor

and to the Cause of Socialism
-By Albert Gates

'war it adhered to a worn-out formuh “Defense of the Soviet

h Anmversary of the Workers

Umon

With our departure, all discussion in their ranks ceased. They
observed Russian- developments- with the ideas of a decade ago.
With the most important bases of their position shattered by the
impact of events, they continued to justify their position by, de-
claring Stalin’s Russia to be a “"degenerated workers’ state, " to
falsely separate the Stalinist regime from the Red Army, and to

-read into the world situation, facts which weren't theve.

CLARITY THROUGH DISCUSSION

Our party continued to discuss the Russian question in the best
traditions of a democratic workers' movement—and not only thé

Russian question, but all other problems of intense interest to the’

labor movement. Thus, we fortified our views on Finland and Po-
land by our conclusions on the character of the Russian state, name-
ly, that it was not a workers' state, but a new type of state, never
before seen in history. Though arising out of & workers' revolu-
tion, it had become a bureaucratic collectivist state, inn which the
working class was actually enslaved,. its organizations destroyed

- and one in which the bureaucracy held-eomp]ete sway over the

de.-sltinies of the people.

With this clarity on a most important question for the workers
of the world, we have been able to undérstand the developments
of the war and Russia’s role in it and have found it no different in
any essential way from that of the other powers.

‘In the same fundamental way, our party discussed and analyzed
the meaning of America’s entry into the war. We believed and we
said that the character of the war did not change; it remainéd a
capitalist-imperialist -war over territory, markets, raw materials
and profit. Every new stage in the war has merely confirmed what
we stated pubhc]y

THE WP IN THE WAR CRISIS

The responsibilities of the Workers Party in' this crucial period
of world history was clear to us. First and foremost was to tell the
workers the truth! And this we have done.. At home our course
was clear:

To defend the basic interests of the masses,, to hélp them in
their fight against the profiteers, to asseért their economic and po-
litical rights and to fight for them, to opposé placing ‘the main bur-
dens of the war upon the shoulders of the people and placing thém
where they belong—on the shoulders of Americas ‘Bloated, profit-
eering monopohstlc capitalist class.

In the four years of our existence we have carried on the battle
for wage increases, for an improvement of the economice conditions
of the workers and the people as a whole, for the democrdtic rights
of the masses, Moreover, we havé pointed ouf to labor the grave

\ DRAWING THE POLITICAL CONCLUSION

dangers which confront it in the post-war period; the dangers, of
unemployment, hunger and widespread poverty. We have defended
all'the struggles of the workers in their fights for their rights NOW:

The Workers Party and LABOR ACTION have demonstrated
the completely fraudulent character of price control, where the
only thing really controlled has been the wages of all who labor. 1

We' have demonstrated beyond the shadow of a doubt that the
President’s so-called seven-point progz‘am has in reality been: a
one-peint program of wage-freezing.

Long before the official labor movement began its attaek on .
the Little Steel formula and the WLB, we had “dlready warned
against thede sinister things and calléd for the abolition of the
formula and the need for labor’s representatives to- get ol'l a l‘mard
stacked against labor.

We have advocated an improvement of the lwmg standards of ’
the masses against the concerted Administration- blg busmesa dr’we
to destroy the hard-won gains of labor.

Together with large sections of the union movement we have_.
advocated the rescinding of the no-strike pledge as a means of
freeing labor from the stranglehold of a one-sided promise which
has given big business the signal to begin a nation-wide offensive
against unionism and the economic position of labor, ;
-, The Workers Party and LABOR ACTION carried on a mag-
nificent campaign against all (NAM, union officials and the Com-
munist Party) who sought to reintroduce the speed-up and piece~
work system through the none-too-attractive title of incentivé pay.

But most important of all, the Workers Party and LABOR AC-
TION, while recognizing the absolute ‘importance ‘of this program;
have shown how all of this leads to an unaveidable conclusion: fo¥
American'labor, i.e., a political conclusion, All of these economi¢
demands and struggles have to be fortified agamst big business on
the political field. Here is where the great powér of the capitalists
is to be found. They have their political parties in' the form ‘of thé
Republicans and Democrats. Only labor is without a big. political

party of its own which would represent it and fight for its inter- « -

ests.

What labor needs to supplement its econoimic struggles is inde-
pendent labor political action. What labor néeds now is an inde-
pendent Labor Party. It has the manpower for it. It has the funds:
it has the capacity for the job. It needs only the will, the under-
standing and the determination t6 go forward. Such'a party would
not only shatter the political monopoly of big business and the capi-
talists in general, but it would give the American workers a party
of their own to fight for their demands and make a bid for politi-
cal power.

This, then, is part of the history and program of the Workers
Party and of the paper, LABOR ACTION., We have not stood:on
the side calmly to observe the passage of events and the struggles
of American labor with the cry: “Now is not the time to do ‘any-
thing; now is the time to preserve ourselves. When the workers

get moving we will not stand in their way" (as some contempo- 3

raries have done).

The Workers Party stands side by side with the workers in the
day-to-day fight for life itself. Ours is a party of, for and by lahm‘
Just as sure as the sun will rise, we will, by virtue nf our prinef-
ples, our program and our activitiés, be¢ome the socialist” party of
the American masses, the party of the future'
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Just four years ago the first issue of LABOR
ACTION came out.

It was dedicated to the interest of the work-
ing peopfe.

Today tens of thousands of agricultural and-
industrial workers who read LABOR ACTION

know that it speaks for them.

We hope that tens of thousands more work-
ing people will become readers of LABOR AC-
TION for this same reason, namely, because it
never pulls its punches against the enemies of
labor; never shuts an eye to the mistakes of
Iabor; never ceases to clarify the economic and
political needs of the working people; is un-
tiring in explaining the course of action that
will lead to the triumph of the useful and ex-

ploited members of society over the useless

and exploiting.

As we mark another year of our progress
in this task we have set ourselves, we wish to
review LABOR ACTION S performance for the
past year.

WE BACKED THE
STRIKING WORKERS

A year ago the miners’ struggle was the
biggest thing in the labor movement. Issue
after issue of LABOR ACTION was devoted
to supporting this crucial fight and to point-
ing out that the miners weré fighting a battle
for the whole of labor. LABOR ACTION cut
the ground from under the pay-triots who
sought to discredit the miners,” by  exposing

the huge war profits of the capitalists as

against the hard existence of the miners plod-
ding along on the edge of actual want. '

To the false argument of the capitalist -class
that the miners were sabotaging the soldiers,
we replied that miners and the sons of miners,
workers and the sons of workers, form the
great majority of the drafted army, and that
it is up to the workers at home to protect the
labor front from collapse before the onslaught%
of the capitalists usmg the “war emergency
as their excuse.

Every strike of workers against grievances in
the plants, to end stalling by the corporations
and the government, to get better wages and

- conditions, to reaffirm their right to strike, has

had whole-hearted support in the pages of
LABOR ACTION. It has showed that the so-
called “wildeat” and ‘“unauthorized” strikes
were “wild” only in the sense that the workers
have been made wild with resentment against
the way they are getting it in the neck. If has
shown that the strikes are “unauthorized”

only because, labor leaders saw fit to meke to
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“thérized by the’ rank and file!

" DISCUSSED IN L. A.

the government a no- strike pledge NOT au-

UNION PROBLEMS

In the past year there have been several
most important union conventions: that of the
CIO, of the AFL, of the UAW, a‘nd others.
Concerned with the’ contmued development of

militant and progressive unionism, the pages

of this paper carried many articles both before
and after the conventions. Before the conven-
tions, we sought to give such guidance as we

are capable of, to rank and file delegates who

earnestly wished to sélve union problems.
After the conventions, LABOR ACTION
pointed up the hits and the misses, hoping
that next time there will be more hits and
fewer misses. :

We have reason to believe that the campaign
carried on by LABOR ACTION against in-
centive pay—that fancy ‘name for the return
to piecework, sweat-shop labor, pushed main-
1y by the capitalists and the Stalinists—had its
influence on the unions which so definitely re-
jected it. On other major issues, LABOR AC-
TION’S voice has been heard, Our insistence
today on the restoration of real collective bar-
gaining and the right to strike—as against the
no-strike pledge and the WLB run-around—
is being accepted as plain common sense by
larger and larger numbers of workers.

Furthermore, many progressive wnionists
now understand that the co!'u*mns of LABOR
ACTION are open to them for reporting sit-
uations in their-locals, for discussing the prob-
lems confrontmg them and for posing plans
for progressive action within their Tocals. This
trend toward becoming the forum of ‘the most
class-conscious elemen(s in the unions has heen
emphaslzed

WE HANDLED JIM CROW,
ANTI-SEMITISM, FASCISM

The past year has seen an alarming out-
break of Jim Crow terrorism, eommonly
known as “race riots.” T.ABOR ACTION has
not called these evidences of the underhand
work of KKK and the American fascist gangs,
“race riots,” because the implication ¢f the
latter is that the Negro was responsible for
these instigated outbreaks. Neither does LA-
BOR ACTION—as do so many of the Negro
and white liberal papers—caution the Negro
to be patient, to be satisfied with a dry bone,
to. go hat in hand begging for another dry
bone on the steps of the White House. LABOR
ACTION demands for the Negro every right,.
every necessity, every luxury :tha!:_ human be-_

; .‘_mgs are today entifjed. fo, and furthelmole
.. points the way to:get-these things. Ve

- It is significant that in Detroit, at the height

of the so-called riots, Negro and white work--

ers continued their tasks side by side on the

“ production line; that in neighborhoods where

Negro and white workers live together in
peace, they continued. in peace throughout the

‘disturbance. LABOR ACTION. has been proved

correct in its view that in solidarity between
Negro and white worker lies progress for both.
Negro progress and labor progress are two
sides of the same coin, and the place to cash
it in is through the labor unions.

In the past year the embolderting of the fas-
cist forces in this country, manifested both in
more open anti-Semitism and in a distinetly
fascistic anti-labor development, has also been
of paramount concern to LABOR ACTION.

The assorted crack-pots and the more danger-

ous Charles - Coughlms and Gerald '‘Smiths

have received their due in these columns. But
the interest of the working people require
more than just an exposure of the fascists.

LABOR ACTION explains the reasons for
fascism itself. It hammers in the point that
fascism is only another stage of capitalism; that
fascism is the ruthless iron-heel dictatorship
resorted to by the ruling class to save itself
against a working class whose needs the rulers
cannot supply. Fascist suppression, in a word,
is the ultimate answer of the capitalists to the
demands of the working people.

Therefore, the Jews, the Negroes and the
whole of labor are warned by LABOR ACTION
against relying ‘on the capitalist government
of on any agencies of capitali_snh for protec-
tion against fascist a!la‘cks. Protection lies in

the organization of nc;ghbm-hood and umon
guards—from ' labor’s own ranks—to combat
racial attacks as well as attacks on wunions.
The interests of the working people require -

_that these truths be stated. LABOR ‘ACTION

has been stating them over and' over agam.

WE TALK TURKEY
ON THE WAR

The great black cloud overhanging hurnan-
ity is, of course, the war, now in its fifth year.

LABOR ACTION tirelessly teaches that the .

war is an irhperialist war for the division' of
the earth——]ust as the last war was Nothing
has changed, except ‘that a more brutal form
of capitalism in Germany has given the capi- ;
talist democracies a chance to pretend that the
war is one against faséism. LABOR ACTION
(Cantmued on page 8) '
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LABOR ACTION -

War and the Workmg Class.

/V/ed/l//u /Veme--w

By Susan Green

“Who is Mrs. Neame?
" Drew Middleton, New York Times
correspondent from London, gave
many details of her life, her family,
her activities, her outlook, in a recent
article he wrote for his paper under
the heading: “Why the British Are
- Wonderful: Meet Plain, Stalwart Mrs,

: Neame."”

Mrs. Neame, wrote Mr, Middleton,
“js the sort of person American cor-
respondents have in mind when, in
discussing air attacks on London, they
say that the British are wonderful.”

~¥ou want to know more about Mrs.
‘Neame." She is a British working
" woman. She has lost her husband
-and two sons in the war. Two of
" her remaining four children are fight-
" jng and may have the same fate as
* their brothers. Mrs. Neame walks
~two miles to work at four o'clock
edch morning, to clean buildings nears
.St. James' Palace. She cleans her
house and takes cyre of her dead son’s

- baby daughter, having naturally nev-

er known what it means to have a
‘maid.

She gives time to the fire service
station near her home, putting out
incendiaries when they fall. When
. the sirens blow, she packs up and
~ trudges along to the public shelter;
and when the ‘“all-clear” sounds, she
drags herself home again. She lives
in the London slums, which have
been pounded relentlessly by the
"German Luftwaffe. She has been
bombed out of her flat, and has seen
human beings buried under rubble.
“Mrs. Neame could tell you some-
thing about sacrifice,” said Mr. Mid-
dleton.

" . A PAT ON THE BACK

This write-up of Mrs. Neame is as
neat a bit of capitalist-class propa-
ganda as can be found anywhere—by
way of a pat on the back.

' It is not necessary for the capital-
ist press to inform the world about
the wonderful human qualities in-
! herent in the masses. Of course they
have loyalty and bravery, endurance
and self-sacrifice, imagination, sym-
pathy and generosity. Believe it or

not, the working people have had
these virtues before they were “dis-
covered” by those literary geniuses
who are giving glib and unqualified
approval to the imperialist war.

But it is pathetic—not wonderful;
it is a great wasté of the human spir-
it—not wonderful; that such guali-
ties should be detoured into a holo-
caust imposed on the world by the
laws of capitalist imperialism and out
of which civilization itself may not
come. alive. _

What is wonderful, for example,
about “British boys being burned to
death in airplanes while they are
roasting to death the population
down below,” as radio reporter Ed-
ward Murrow recently described the
bombing of Germany?

Those British boys and their Amer-
ican pals are brave, loyal, enduring,
self - sacrificing —unquestionably! But
there are in the German towns and
cities they are drenching in ligquid
fire, many German editions of Mrs.
Neame—yes, German working women
as “stalwart” as this British working

~woman. Also, the German boys who

come over to make rubble out of the
London slums are brave, loyal, en-
during, self-sacrificing.

The common people in both war-
ring camps share these human traits.
Of this there can be no doubt. But

here is' the tragedy: ALL THESE

PEOPLE ARE EQUALLY DUPED!
The German people have been
stuffed with Hitler's propaganda that
they are fighting to redress the
wrongs of the Versailles Treaty and
to build a new, glorious world order.
The British and American people

_have it dinned into their ears that

this is a war to defeat the fascist ag-
gressors and to bring a new world of
peace. And the masses of no country
—as a whole—really understand what
so many millions of people of all na-
tionalities all over the world are dy-
ing for, and why this most agonizing
of all wars is being fought.

For sad it is but true, the massea
of all couptries are merely the meek
tools of theéir imperialist masters.
The German people are going through
hell so that their ruling class may

ACQUIRE a world empire into which
to spread their power and from which
to glean profits. The British people
are ﬁghtmg so that the British im-
perialists may KEEP the colonial em-
pire from which flow their power
and their profits. Whereas the Amer-
ican people are unwitlingly backing
the plans of American capitalists who
aim for world ASCENDANCY over
all other powers.

That is why the Mrs. Neames all

_over the world are by no means won-

derful. How can people who permit
themselves to be used as the tools
of their ruling classes be anything
but pitiful?

“ID THINK IT WAS A PITY” I

Do you want to know more about
Mrs. Neame? She has no great hate
for the Germans, as Mr. Middletdn
reports, and she does not want {o see
them all killed. “They have - their
families and homes, too,” sheé says.
“If it wasn’t that they'd do that and
more to us, I'd think it was a pity.
Even now 1 sometimes feel sorry for
them.” i

Mrs. Neame's words strike a true
note! The working people of the
world undoubtedly have sympathy
for each other's sufferings. But here,
in Mrs. Neame's words, you have,
above all, the reflection of the propa-
ganda used by the ruling classes in
both Germany and the Allied coun-
tries. The propaganda is to the effect
that each country must continue to
spread death and destruction over the
other — TO PREVENT THE OTHER
FROM DOING THE SAME TO IT!

But this is a vicious and endless
¢ircle in which humanity is caught.
It must be broken. It can be broken.
And only in one way. The working
people of all countries must join in
allegiance to each other, realizing
their common interests against all
the ruling classes of the world.

The Mr. Middletons are so very
enthusiastic about the Mrs. Neames
because they are NOT joining toge-
ther against their capitalist classes!

. “She is wonderful,” Mr. Middleton

wrote, “for all the familiar reasons—
because she is frail and brave, under-
fed and enduring....”’

WONDERFUL FOR CAPITALISTS

Yes, for the ruling ‘classes this un-
enlightened conduct on.the part of

‘working' people "is* wonderful — but,

maddeningly foolish from' the point
of view of working class interests and
indeed from the point of view of sim-
ple justice. by WE.
For why should ‘the  “frail” be
“brave” and the “underfed” be “en-
during” in.a cause-which is not their

own? Those for whom this war is be-

ing fought are neither frail nor un-
derfed. The capitalist classes of all
countries are getting rich out of the

Iwar!

‘The war profits of the American
capitalist class top all the rest, but
they are not the only ones by any

means. Business is very good for the

British industrial owners and over-
lords. It is good for the same class
in Germany. Even in occupied
France, industrialists who are play-
ing ball with the Germans are get-
ting theirs. In Russia, while the peo-
ple are bled white” to support the
war, the class of bureaucratic rulers
becomes more powerful.

Be it in America, England, Russia,
Germany or Japan, the contrast be-
tween the war sufferings ‘of the poor
and the ease and profiteering of the
rich is disgustingly apparent. Just
as was the case in London during the

blitz, when the rich had their lux-

urious shelters all ready while the
working people had brimstone hailed
on them from the sky, so in German
towns and cities, and in ‘all war-
bombed places, the rich have real
protection while the masses are pro-

-vided with unsafe makeshifts.

In France, in Italy, in Greece, in ev-
ery country where disease and starva-
tion plague the poor and their chil-
dren, the rich are amply supplied
through the black markets — where
money is no consideration.

While the masses of stricken Eu-
rope wander from place ‘to place,
homeless, in rags, starving, the rich
managed to get most of their money
and some of their other wealth .into
safer quarters abread. DESTITU-
TION IS THE LOT OF ONLY THE
POOR IN WAR.

What is wonderful about the “frail”

‘What the Casé of the Eighteen Means to the Labor Moverﬁiénf

f"Novehst James 1. Farrell Appeals

James T. Farrell, noted novelist,
who is chairman of the Civil Rights
Defense Committee, discussed on Ra-
dio Station WEVD on April 15 the
case of the eighteen Trotskyists and

| léaders - of the Minneapolis Truck-

drivers Union, Local 544-CIO, who
are now serving federal prison sen-
. tences under the Smith “Gag” Act
which makes the expression of opin-
ion alone a crime, in an address en-

. titled “Free Speech and Labor's
" Rights.” Excerpts from the speech
 follow:

“Practically all sections of the

. labor and liberal movement in this

country have expressed alarm over
the mounting tide of reaction. Today
this threat is not distant; it is im-
mediate. And inevitably, the major

. purpose of reaction is that of de-
* stroying the independence of the la-

bor movement, and thereby of being
" free to forge new chains for the
workers. In order to achieve this, it
-~ 'is necessary to abrogate civil liber-
-~ ties, and most especially the precious
right of freedom of speech.

- Freedom of Speech Abrogated

‘“Freedom of speech and freedom of
labor are integral. That is why the
- fascist dictatorships of Europe, when
they achieved power, immediately
crushed the labor unions and im-
posed rigid censorships. And in, the

i last few years there have been a

whole series of attacks both on the
labor movement and on the Bill of
Rights. Congress, la\rgely under the

inspiration of poll-tax legislators, has .

passed the vicious Smith “Gag” Act
and the Smith-Connally anti-strike
bill, The Smith “Gag” Act, a peace-
time sedition law, is in flagrant con-
tradiction with that provision of the
Bill of Rights which state uncondi-
tionally that Congress shall pass no
law abridging freedom of speech. Ac-
cording to this law, freedom of speech
has not merely been temporarily sus-
pended in the name of an emergency;
it has, in essence, been abrogated. As
a result of this law, it is possible for
American citizens to be convicted
and jailed, merely for the expression
of opinion. In fact, this has happened
as we will see in a few moments,
“The passage of this act was op-
posed by both the AFL and the CIO.
Speaking against it, Representative
Geyer of California declared: ‘This
bill is an attempt to put an end to
real democracy. It is an attempt to
break the labor movement. Repre-
sentative Martin of Colorado said:
‘It is enough to make Thomas Jeffer-

son turn over in his grave. It is with- -

out precedent in the history of labor
legislation. It is an invention of in-
tolerance contrary to every principle
of democracy.’ After it “was passed,
the American Civil Liberties Union
pleaded with President Roosevelt to

veto it, charging that 1t violated the
Bill of Rights,
“Unfortunately for the cause of

free" speech, the prediction “of the -

American Civil Liberties Union was
fulfilled. As a result of a trade union
conflict between Minneapolis trade
unionists, who were also members of
the Socialist Workers Party, and
Daniel J. Tobin, president of the In-
ternational Brotherhood of Teamsters,
the Minneapolis labor case has be-
come an item in the history of free
speech and of the American trade
union movement. The Minneapolis
leaders opposed Daniel J. Tobin’s at-
temps to impose his authority over
their local. Then, after a democratic
and almost unanimous vote of nearly
4,000 members of their local, they dis-
affiliated from the AFL and joined
the CIO. Daniel J. Tobin made rep-
resentations to President. These
were not ignored, for the New York
Times of June 14, 1941, tells us that
Stephen Early, secretary of Presi-
dent Roosevelt, told the press: ‘When
1 advised the President of Tobin's
representations this morning, he
asked me immediately to have the
government departments and agen-
cies interested in this matter noti-
fled.

“Significantly enough, the govern-
ment department which seemed most
interested in this matter was the one
which is destribed by the word—

L B

»

Justice! Shortly after Mr. Early made
this statement, agents qf the Depart-

. ment of Justice raided the headquar-

ters-of - the " Socialist: Workers Party
and also of the newly formed Motor
Transport & Allied Workers Indus-
trial Union, Local 544-CIO

What Constitufes "Consp:racy"
“The government indicted twenty-

" nine persons, charging them with a

conspiracy to commit acts to over-
throw the government, and with the
expression of opinion for the same
purposes. The first of these charges
was based upon an antiquated, Civil
War law, directed against supporters
of the slave owners' rebellion. The
second was based on the Smith ‘Gag’
Act. Concerning the political moti-
vation of this prosecution, the Amer-
ican Civil Liberties - Union has
stated: ‘It seems reasonable to con-
clude that the government. inter-
jected itself into an inter-union con-
troversy in order to promote the in-
terests of the' one side which sup-
ported the administration’s foreign
and domestic policies.' _

“In the government prosecution of
this case, one of its attorneys, Victor
A. Anderson, argued that in order to
gain a conviction it was not neces-
sary to prove that the.defendants had
committed overt acts: mere expres-
sion of opinion was enough. There-
by, this case was raised to the level

and the “underfed” being “brave” and
“enduring” such injustice? What
else can be the answer but this: “It
is wonderful for the ruling classes
that the Mrs, Neames still are that
way.”

- WHAT CIVILIZATION?

Mr. Middleton's admiration * for
Mrs. Neame is indeed boundless. She
is wonderful “also because although
civilization has offered  her so little
and her children only a bit more, she
is willing to go on fighting for it.”

It is not “civilization” as such that
has offered her so little. The word
must be qualified. It is CAPITALIST
civilization that keeps her “frail” and
“underfed,” and bombs her out of
house and home; that robbed her of
husband and two sons, and may rain
destruction from the sky wupon her
little grandchild.

The Mrs. Neames do not yet know
that civilization, FREED FROM THE
POISONOUS HOLD OF THE CAPI-
TALIST CLASS, can offer them
everything human beings want in

life—plus peace for the enjoyment

of the things of life. But they w1ll
learn!

In' fact, the learning process is going
on at a rapid pace—not only in Brit-
ain but all over the world.

From the standard of working class
interests, British labor is doing truly
remarkable things. Tens of thousands
of British miners struck against the
SO LITTLE that British capitalism
offers them, while taking for itself
SO MUCH. Workers in other war in-
dustries have done the same. Even
after the government announced new
penalties for “fomenting” strikes, the
bus drivers of London and gas house
workers struck, understanding very
well that it is not “brave” to “endure”
for the sake of capitalist profits.

In America the rank and file of la-
bor is thoroughly dissatisfied to “en-
dure” wage stabilization while prof-
its are very much unstabilized. They
decidedly do not like the arrange-
ment whereby the government and
big business cooperate so that the

workers get “so little.” The miners’,

strike, the threatened rail strike, the
many “unauthorized” = strikes, the

Qr Support For-

of becoming an :mpmtant const:tu
tional trial concerning freédom of
speech. In passing, one of the proofs
presented by the prosecution was
‘The Communist Manifesto,” written
in 1848 by Karl Marx.

“The jury threw the first charge out
of court and convicted eighteen of the
defendants on the second count. The
conviction was sustained in the Cir-
cuit Court and then carried to the
U. S. Supreme Court. The U. 8. Su-
preme Court three times refused even
to hear the appeal on this case, des-
pite the fact that it .was the first one
which tested the constitutionality of
the Smith Act. With this action of
the highest court in the land, the case
is just about closed as far as the gov-
ernment is concerned. -As a final ac-
tion, evidence in the case, such as the
seized literature written by Marx,
Engels, - Lenin’ and Trotsky, was
burned. .

“However, for the labor and liberal
movements, this case cannot be closed.

The History of Fm'ism

“The history of fascism teathes us
that the first attacks ‘'made by reac-
tion are against the labor movement,
and usually against its extreme left
wing. This has happened in the
Minneapolis Case. Further, the force
of law and the police power has now
been substituted for the use of rea-
son, persuasion, argument, in the

widespread wage demands are ample
evidence. ° N

As far away as China and Japan
the realization grows in the minds
of the most backward and most prop-
agandized workers and peasants that
the war is used as a pretext to grind
them down. Peasants’ and workers'
strikes in the Far East attest to the
awakening of the masses.

But the most revolutionary thought

and action comes from the working -

people in those parts of the world
where capitalist civilization has col-
lapsed most completely. From the
workers of France, through their un~
derground organizations, comes the
demand for a socialist reorganization
of society. The most advanced work-
ers there will undoubtedly fight
against the return of the capitalist
masters and their capitalist govern-
ments—yes, against the return of the
CAPITALIST  civilization  which
threw them into the depths of degra-
dation and misery.

In Italy the working class indi-
cates in action its opposition to the
restoration of CAPITALIST civiliza-
tion. The Italian masses have been
ground down by fascist tyranny, deci-

Victims of

case of those who defend the his-
toric ideas of Marxian socialism. It
should be clear that this kind of an
atfack against socialist ideas, this
jailing of socialist leaders, can only
help pave the way that makes it so
much the easier for fascism. This
kind of governmental action further
has the effect of making men fearful,
of helping further to spread thdt pa-
ralysis of will, of morale, of intel-
lect which is already much too ap-
parent in the present period of his-
tory.

“When the penalty of open think-
ing is a cell in jail, fewer men will
dare to think. Under such condi-
tions, political , argument is made
more and more the province of those
who are unprincipled, who are dis-’
honest and unscrupulous. For such
men have no need to try and tell the
truth: they have no need to state
what is their real conviction. They
can, thereby, evade all such laws as
these. But those whose political ac-
tions are principled cannot take this
course., They must either be silent,
or risk punishment. This is one of
the most significant ways in which
laws such as the 'Smith Act, and
prosecutions 'such as the Minneapolis,
Case, destroy the very moral fiber
of men. ;

“The eighteen defendants in this
case refused to sacrifice ~their views
and convictions, even at the price of

mated by hunger; they are still under
the German heel in the North, and
in the South under the suppressive
“guidance” of the Allied military gov
ernment—but they know' what they
want. They'don't’ want that kind of
“civilization” that has given them and
Mrs. Neame “so little.,” - They want
the real civilization of a socialist so-
ciety.

WORLD WORKERS, UNITE!

Around ‘the world, the working
people are in motion—and all in the
same direction. Some. in one way,
some in another; some more, others
less; the workers of the world are
fed up with their capitalist masters.
When those great human qualities of
loyalty, bravery, endurance, self-sac-
rifice, imagination, sympathy, gener-
osity: which 'the Mrs. Neames and all
working people possess in abundance,
are employed in the cause of finally
ousting those capitalist masters, that
will be truly wonderful! =

For then the workers of the world
will unite, to put into a dishonored
grave the capitalist system on whose
head lie all the crimes being today
inflicted upon humanity.

Gag Act

their freedom. If those of us who
are outside of prisons do not con-
tinue our struggle in their defense
it is not at all impossible- that they
will have company in their confine-
ment.

“In the Lincoln - Douglas debates,
Abraham Lincoln, remarked: ‘The
fight must go on.: The cause of civil
liberty, must not be surrendered at
the end of one or even one hundred
defeats” Tonight I wish to reaffirm
this sentiment. The Minneapolis Case

"has become the major focus in the

fight for eivil liberties in America.

“The Civil /R]ghts Defense Com-
mittee, authorized 'representative of
the eighteen Minneapolis victims, is
now conducting a campaign to appeal
to the President for pardon. It is
asking the entire labor and liberal
movement to-support it in this cam-
paign by signing its petitions for a
pardon and by writing directly to
President Roosevelt, asking that this
pardon be granted. The defense of
the Minneapolis victims is, in itself,
an attack on -the. Smith ‘Gag’ Act.
And this law remains hanging over
the head of labor like the pendulum
over the head of the victim in Edgar
Allen Poe's story., The defense of la-
bor's rights, the defense of free
speech, the defense of all of us
against the danger of fascism, require
that this pendulum be put into a
museum.” /

LABOR ACTION - - The Paper Every Worker Should Read - - -

(Continued from page 7)
exposes this trickery. As evidence, we held
up to view first the machinations between the
Allied “democrats” and the French fascists in
'Algiers; and now, with Badoglio and Musso-
lini’s tribe in Italy.

Nor does LABOR ACTION—Ilike the soft-
as-silk liberals—feel that Roosevelt, Churchill
and Stalin are just making a mistake—the
~_poor things are so busy waging a war, don’t
~ you know! No, their policy of collaborating
. ‘with fascists is deliberate; it is what they

‘choose; it is the choice between fascists and-
'~ the revolutionary masses.

LABOR ACTION
wants all workers to understand this. The
most -progressive thing in the world today is
the action of the masses—as best shown in
* Italy—in the direction of throwmg out the old
powers and establishing workers’ govern-
ments. LABOR ACTION wants all workers
 to know that the United' Nations’ statesmen
- bolster fascism in Italy against the workers.

'On the home front, LABOR ACTION draws
aside the curtain of hypocrisy behind which

the capitalist war profiteers are hiding. The
merchants of death who make billions out of
war materials and are not too particular about
delivering perfect goods—regardless of the toll
in unnecessary deaths this. means—get front-
page “honors” at the hands of LABOR'AC-
TION. The enormous war profits of big busi-
ness, the unheard-of high salaries of indus-
trialists, the system of dollar-a-year control
by big business of government supply agen-
cies and other government functions—all get
their due in LABOR ACTION. The connec-
tion between ‘high prices, the black market and
the capitalist system of private profit are made
clear week after week. And LABOR ACTION
doesn't pull any punches.

It doesn’t hem and haw, and say, “Well,
these are the bad capitalists—the monopolists,
the cartelists,” as do the only-go-so-far liber-
als. LABOR ACTION tells the workers that
this is no exception but the rule; that this is
capitalism, which is today monopoly capital-
ism—without any ifs, ands or buts. LABOR

'ACTION can do this because it believes that

if civilization is to continue, the workers will
have to shove capitalism out of their way. But
the liberals throw capitalism out of the win-
dow, only to let it in the door—while the Sta-
linists clasp the barbarous proﬁt system to
their bosoms, S

There are indeed few papers in the country
that have handled the war abroad and at home
directly from the viewpoint of the working
people, and not allowed war propaganda to
becloud the facts, '

ALL OUT FOR INDEPENDENT
POLITICAL ACTION BY LABOR

The most recent and the greatest task which
LABOR ACTION and the Workers Party have
undertaken thus far is their campaign for an
independent Labor Party, to be based on-the
unions and to be organized to wage political
warfare against capitalist politics. This is in-
deed the crux of labor's struggle—for through
a class party lies labor’s road to power.

While labor leaders and the despicable Sta-
linists hold onto Roosevelt’s political coattails,

LABOR ACTION sees that the rank and file
has learned from first-hand experience about
the “friendliness” of this “friend of labor.” A
stabilization policy that freezes wages and
plzices into profits a dose of yeast for:rising—
a labor draft law that will make industrial
chattels of workers—these are some of FDR's
“friendly” offerings to labor.

Liberals and their like make a distinction

between the “reactionary Congress” and:the
President—if the President only had. a liberal
Congress! But LABOR ACTION knows and
presents to its readers a few facts on this score.
The President is not only playing political

" basketball with the reactionaries, he is actu-

ally giving them a few baskets by default. The
poll-taxers are in the political party of which
the President is the leader—and what does he
do about it? These and similar facts tell the
story.

LABOR ACTION raises the slogan: “On to
working class power through an independent
class party of labor.” It tells labor to find its
political legs—to take its hand out of the mis-

leadjng hand of the capitalist politicians in the
Republican and Democratic Parties.

This, in general review, is a picture of the
pages of LABOR ACTION from May Day, 1943,

‘to May Day, 1944.° It has lived up to its dedi-

cation—TO . SERVE THE CLASS. INTERESTS

" OF LABOR——TO FURTHER THE PROGRESS

AND THE FINAL EMANCIPATION: FROM
CAPITALISM OF ALL THE WORK.ING PEO-
PLE. ' i ¥

We hop,e that m the 3 ear to cume, tens of
thousands more: workers wﬂl hecome faithful
readers;and supporters:of. ‘the paper realizing
that in if they will find*he tme facts, the rea-
listic interpretation of facts from the point of
view of what is good for the working people,
and also guidance to progressive iaction. But
also we hope that more working people will
come to realize that LABOR ACTION is a
forum where the problems, mistakes and vic-
tories of the working people can be discussed
freely and fairly—THUS TO LEARN FASTER
AND TO STEP FORWARD WITH FIRMER
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