UAW Ford Local
Joins Fight on
No-Strike Policy

The following is a leaflet issued by the progressive group in Ford Local
400, UAW-CIO, Detroit, which is running fifteen progressive delegates to the
international convention to be held on September 12. This is an important
event, for its demonstrates the real feelings of the rank and file members of
the auto workers' union and their determination to defend their organization
against the auto barons’ anti- :minn drive with the only kind of program that

can win,

There has been no equality of sacrifice by all parties concerned. ONLY
LABOR HAS SACRIFICED AND LOST. The Ford Motor Co. uses the no-
strikke pledge as a club to beat labor over the head. Only labor suyffers viola-
tion of seniority, violation of contract, loss of double time, discharging of all
militant union members, and long dragged out settlements of grievances, and
if and when labor does win—the company stalls and refuses to pay up (the
Wages are frozen—yet every worker
knows that there has been a wage freeze for labor but not for the broker,
the banker and industrial magnate. And now the reconversion period is at
hand. What will the future mean? HOW LONG WILL YOU WORK?

Pratt & Whitney case, for example).

YOUR SENIORITY KEEP YOUR JOB? WILL THERE BE JOBS?

THE NO-STRIKE PLEDGE WILL HANDCUFF OUR UNION during this
period! All companies have embarked on a policy aimed at breaking organ-
Pitting you against your union brother, working men against

ized labor.

WILL

Progressives Win in Chicago

BULLETIN—As we go to press we have been informed that Local 719,
UAW-CIO, in Chicago has just elected a full progressive delegation
to the international convention on a program calling for rescinding of
the no-sirike pledge, removal of labor members from the WLB and
calling for the organization of an independent Labor Party.

The progressives in the Buick local in Chicago likewise elected a
full delegation on a program similar to the above.

working women. The returning soldier against us all. Since the entry of
the United States into the war, big corporations, aided by the War Labor
Board, have withdrawn one concession after another from the union, reduc-

ing collective bargaining to a mockery.

A deliberate anti-union drive, spearheaded by the Ford Motor Co., is
under full sail. At all Ford plants, committeemen are suspended, placed un-

_ der probation, or discharged without regard for the union; contract provi-

sions are violated and ignored, workers are reclassified or shuffled from de-
partment to department, and find themselves at the same work at reduced
wages; dozens of persecutions are invented—speed-ups on the job, withdraw-
ing of chairs from departments, timing of workers who go to the wash room

—all aimed at a war of nerves against
tion has come!
well-rested international officers.
were permitted by referendum vote to

the union membership. Time for ac-

Action, to wake up the do-nothing policy of our well-fed,
Neither “you nor I—the rank and file—

express our wish at giving away the

only '‘weapon labor had, THE RIGHT TO STRIKE! ! |

A lesson all workers must learn today, and learn well if they are going to
maintain 'and keep a strong union, revolves around this no-strike pledge. The
UAW was a strong, militant union; we had to fight, bleed, suffer, yes—and
some died fighting to organize for labor’s rights. These are the things that

- make- a great::labor unien. -Leadership:

may..come-and. go. but- these militant:

traditions must go on forever. Our duty to each other is clear. We must vote
for top officials (by referendum vote, if necessary) who are against the pledge

and vote for delegates to the national

convention on the same basis, for at

the national convention the policy for the entire membership is decided. As
long as organized labor is handcuffed with the no-strike pledge, just that long
will our union be weakened by management’s attacks without being able to
fight back effectively. THE STRIKE WEAPON IS LABOR'S ONLY WEAPON.

'fransport Company Aided
Philly Race-Hate Strike

Workers Defense League Release

As investigations into the facts and
background of the recent hate strike
of Philadelphia transit workers
against the upgrading of eight Ne-
groes to motormen’s positions com-
menced last week, the evidence point-
ed increasingly at top officials of the
Philadelphia Transit Company as the
real instigators of that shameful dem-
onstration.

The evidence substantiated the
previously made charges that a few
disgruntled company - union leaders,
in collusion with the heads of the
PTC, whipped up a state of mob hys-
teria and race hatred among the
transit workers for the purpose of
busting the CIO union which had
won the right to act as collective
bargaining agent for the men. That
the workers lent themselves to this
shameful scheme reflects on the deep
ignorance which exists among large
sections of the population as to the
self-defeating uses of race prejudice
in all phases of American life.

The charges of company collusion
were based on the following facts,
which implicate Dr. A. A. Mitten,
head of the Philadelphia Transit
Company and chairman of its indus-
trial relations committee:

1. Mitten admits he knew about
the “surprise stoppage” the evening
before it occurred, yet HE DID
NOTHING.

‘2. He saw the strike starting at the
car barns August 1 and DID NOTH-
ING.

3. By afternoon of August 1, the
Philadelphia Transit Company was
paralyzed. The PTC executive com-
mittee did not meet, for Dr. Mitten
DID NOTHING to call it together.

4. Strikers met on company prop- -
erty repeatedly, thus giving an air of

company approval to the hate strike,
yet HE DID NOTHING.

It was also noted that Mitten’s
suggestion that upgrading of Negroes
be suspended as a measure to end the
strike  constituted the only public
support from high places that the
race strikers secured. This practi-
cally clinched the assertion of labor
observers that Mitten was working
hand-in-glove with the leaders of the
company union in an attempt to use
the strike to break the Transit Work-
ers Union, CIO, which recently won
an NLRB election.

Although the government has taken
over the company properties, it was
not learned whether the eight Negro

:motorman-trainees had received calls

to tdke out and operate trolleys in
Philadelphia.

If and when they do, it can be
predicted that the population of the
city will generally accept the sight
of Negro motormen as normal and
only befitting their recognized abil-
ity, as any white worker, in this field.
This has been the case in large cities
like New York, Detroit and Buffalo,
where Negro trolley operators and
but drivers have a notable record for
safety of operation and general ex-
cellence in their work.

This has been the case in EVERY
industry where the stupid “color
line” has been battered down and
man-made prejudices cast aside. The
Negroes will contirmue their fight
against discrimination. That is cer-
tain. But the intelligent and CLASS-

CONSCIOUS white workers must aid i

them in their efforts to break down
the walls which separate and prevent
them from achieving solidarity. White
workers, the labor movement, must
take the lead. There is ONLY ONE
working class!
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Big Business Senat

Votes Meager Relief!

Who Betrayed Revolt of
the Polish Underground?

The events in Warsaw bear a sin-
ister mark.

Conflicting reports make it hard to
establish ALL the facts beyond dis-
pute, But those facts which are
known and admitted on all sides, as
well as those conclusions which
clearly flow from the facts, make at
least a preliminary judgment posst-
ble.

Hudspnq Men
Stop Contract
Chiselling

Just as Hudson Local 154, Detroit,
was preparing itself for elections to
the UAW convention an incident oc-
curred which typifies the conditions
the unions in the CIO and the AFL
have sunk to. '

About forty-five days ago, man-
agement issued a memorandum to
supervision revising the contract.
This memo had been sent through
without consulting the union or gain-
ing its consent. The change consisted
of a procedure which made it vir-
tually impossible for the chief stew-

W cthe plant in.order that,
they might go to the.employment

office for final negotiation of griev-
ances.

The chief gtewards of the main
plant of Hudson (whom this affected
mainly) agreed to ignore the proce-
dure and when being refused passes
by the foremen began to walk
through the gates without them. For
some time this procedure was main-
tained: chief stewards walked in and
out of the plant whenever necessary
to carry on collective bargaining, as
provided for in the contract.

Finally some executive conceived
of the brainstorm of allowing the
stewards out of the plant, but when
they tried to come in would not be
permiited to énter. There were sev-
eral minor incidents and finally, ap-
proximately twenty chief stewards
found themselves locked out one
morning. When word of the lockout
finally filtered into the shop, work-
ers began to lay down their tools,
while some departments began to
walk toward the gate. As soon as the
workers were seen marching down
the aisles toward the gate, the chief
stewards were hastily allowed to en-
ter the plant. Finally, management,
having had a good scare thrown into
it, agreed to follow the contract to
the letter.

Hudson workers are afflicted by the
same -troubles that bother every

(Continued on page 2)

As the Russian armies advanced on
Warsaw, an uprising organized by
the: Polish Underground movement
broke out inside the city. The Un-
derground movement is composed
overwhelmingly of volunteers, work-
ers and peasants, impelled by a pas-
sionate hatred of the German op-
pressor, inspired by the hope of es-
tablishing a new Poland, free of for-
eign domination and of oppression at
the hands of the old rulers of Poland.
It is a movement that is still weighed
down by illusions about the liberat-
ing character of Allied imperialism,
and by lack of clarity about the goal
it strives so passionately and devot-
edly to attain. But the goal itself is
unmistakable—a Poland ruled by the
workers. ands peasants—and it has
been solemnly avowed by the. Un-
derground masses dn numerous occa-
sions. i

The warriors of the Polish Under-
ground have not been and are not
making their epic sacrifices in the
struggle against the Nazi overlords
in order to make it pasy for the reac-
tionary Polish colonels, capitalist
magnates and bloated landlords to
return to their old power. From the
working class point of view, the Pol-
ish Underground is probably the fmost
advanced of any of the other fanti-
Nazi movements in Europe.

WHY IT CAME

Who “is~ responsiblé "for the War-
saw uprising?

The Polish government in exile in
London declares that it authorized
the Warsaw Underground to strike
at a moment when action would be
best synchronized with the Russian
advance and attack. It: adds that
Moscow was fully informed of this

JOSEPH STALIN

decision and that “complete instrue-
tions were sent to Moscow for drop-
ping a Russian liaison officer in War-
saw, for delivering arms and for giv-
ing air support to the Poles.”

The official Moscow statement de-
clares that “no attempts to notify
and coordinate any events in War-
saw with the Soviet command were
ever made by the Polish emigrant
circles. The responsibility for things

happening in Warsaw rests entirely.
upon Polish emigrant circles in
London.”

Who is right? We have no means
of saying for sure at present. We
do know that both the Moscow Sta-
linists and the London Poles are ca-
pable of making lying statements
with a straight face, as they have
shown on countless occasions. On
this occasion, it is not even very im-
portant to speculate on which one of
the liars is telling the truth. It does
not alter the really important facts.

WINSTON CHURCHILL

WHERE MOSCOW COMES IN i
Let us suppose for a moment that

Moscow is right in saying-that the:

London Polish chiefs ordered the up-
rising in. Warsaw for political pur-
poses, a supposition which is not at
all unreasondble. .Let us suppose
Moscow- is right in charging that the
uprising was organized entirely on
London-Polish responsibility in or-
der to show that it has real strength
inside Poland and is therefore en-
titled to take over the government
in Poland once the Germans ate
driven out.

What difference would that make

"once the Underground workers have

risen in armed revolt and begun to
make things hot for the Germans in-
vested in Warsaw? If the Russians
were interested merely in winning
the war and crushing the German
enemy, they could very easily retain
their opinions about the “untimely”
or “political” character of the upris-
ing, and at the same time bend every
effort to give all possible aid and °
comfort to the men who are actually
fighting, and. fighting against terrific
odds. ‘
When Moscow says: We were not
informed, we were not consulted, we
will therefore not lift a finger to help
the Warsaw insurrectionaries, let
them perish for all we care—it is
the same as saying: Our prestige
comes first, to hell with the others.
But actually, it is much more than
a case of chauvinistic prestige. The

(Continued on page 3)

The Senate did it again! It went on record giving big business
a twenty-eight billion dollar rebate in the post-war period to
add to its present fabulous reserves and war profits, while it
gave labor a swift boot in the pants! This time it took the form
of the adoption of the George “states’ rights” so-called recon-
version bill which tosses the problem of unemployment, jobs,
hunger and lives of the workers’ families onto the states, which
in turn have meager provisions to aid unemployed workers and

no post-war plans at all.

The Kilgore bill was decisively defeated and in that action
the Senate revealed that it is a big business body, a class body, -
serving the interests of Amencan capitalism. Was the Kilgore

CP’ers Attack
Labor Action

Distributor

CHICAGO—Using a car to cut off a
LABOR ACTION distributor from
the factory gate of the MeCormick-
Harvester plant in Chicago, Commu-
nist gangsters led by Tom Kelly
forcibly wrested the bundle of pa-
pers from the distrubutor and suc-
ceeded in their dirty work where
they had failed a week previously.

A couple of weeks back the Com-
munist hooligans tried to prevent the
workers at the plant from reading
LABOR ACTION by physically at-
tacking a woman distributor at the
plant gates, but she loudly denounced
their actions for the blatant Nazi tac-
tics that they were, and the Stalinists
were forced to retreat. Last Satur-
day, however, they were back with
reinforcements against LABOR AC-
TION’s-lone woman distributor.

Many workers who witnessed the
attack of the Hitler-like goons of
Kelly & Co. were shocked at the in-
fringement of the civil liberties of
the distributor. Some were heard to
remark that they considered them-
selves intelligent enough to decide
for themselves which labor or any
other kind of paper they wished to
read, without being dictated to by
“Brother” Kelly and his gang.

When the latter try to start taking
away the basic rights of the workers
it is time fto tell off the Stalinist
stool-pigeons of the bosses They
will not succeed in their ‘efforts to
turn over the unions to the bosses
and to labor's enemies and they will
not succeed in silencing the voice of
LABOR ACTION, which is concerned
first and foremost with the protec-
tion and improvement of workers’
living standards.

This pro-labor policy is what gets
under the skin of Kelly and the Com-
munist sell-out artists. Right now
they are battling for their parasitic
lives in the Farm Equipment Union,
where the workers are attempting to
get these vultures off their necks.
That is why Kelly, who is an interna-
tional representative of the union,
and his bullies are so desperately
trying to prevent the workers at
McCormick - Harvester from reading
the TRUTH about them and their
ruinous policies.

Lessons for Labor in a Shameful Stri

PHILADELPHIA — The anti- Negro
strike that tied up local transporta-
tion for nearly a week has been
broken by government seizure of the
Philadelphia Transportation Com-
pany, and trolleys are now operat-
ing on schedule, with an armed sol-
dier standing beside each operator.

As thinking union men begin to
reflect upon the lessons of the strike
and its conclusion, a number of im-
portant facts of general interest and
education to the labor movement are
coming to light.

The first of these lessons is that
labor must not rely upon the forces
of government to do a job for it that
it must do for itself.” The Army's
taking over of the trolley system is
a double-edged sword. It cut against
the Jim Crow strike leadership. But
in their ignorance many labor lead-
ers applauded this, without knowing
that the Army was establishing a pro-
cedure and precedent which will be
used just as effectively- against any
legitimate strike of workers against
their employers.

The men who led the trolley strike
were enemies of ‘organized labor.
They were company stooges and
former leaders of the company un-
jon. They were vicious enemies of
equal job rights for Negroes and in-
cited - white workers against Negro

- workers with the'language typical of

race-haters and fascists. The strike
against the employment of Negroes
on trolleys was carried out with the
open support of the company officials.
It was therefore, a blow at real un-

jonism and a blow at the best inter-.

ests of labor. As such the strike had
to be fought by organized labor. It
was in the interests of labor that
union men break the strike. All the
traditional distaste of union men for
the role of strike-breakers should not
have in any way affected their actions
if they thought through intelligently
the meaning of the strike.

In this strike those who opposed
equal job rights for Negro workers
were ‘“scabs” against the principles
of unionism. Those who joined hands
‘with the company officials .against
fellow workers of a different colored
skin were “union-breakers.”

But the job of breaking this phony
strike belonged to the organized la-
bor movement; in the first place, to
the Transport Workers Union, CIO,
and not to the U. S. Army. The Army
did not break the strike in order to
save union principles. It did not take
over in order to save the CIO union
against the company stooges. It did
not take over out of consideration
for the rights of Negroes. How could
it? Is not the Army itself just as Jim
Crow as the PTC and company stoo-

ges who led the strike? In fact, the

Army is worse. The PTC, has mixed
crews of Negro and white workers
for maintenance work. But the Army
has not a single mixed regiment. Do
not the heads of the Army hate or--
ganized labor, particularly the CIO,
just as much as do the heads of the
PTC? Just recall the statement of
General Marshall last Christmas,
when he accused labor of playing
into the hands of Hitler, lengthening
the war, and causing unnecessary
death to soldiers. Both William Green
and Philip. Murray denounce this vi-
cious attack upon labor. But the
Army heads have never withdrawn
their statement.

The means used by the Army to
break the strike were the means of
a military dictatorship. . Are the
rights of Negroes and the democratic
rights of organized labor to be de-
fended by trampling upon the very
democratic guarantees that make a
free labor movement possible? The
weapons used by the Army were the
very weapons forged and sharpened
for use against organized labor. What
were they?

(1) The arrest of the strike leaders
under the Smith-Connally law; a law
hated and opposed by every union
man.

(2) Thé drafting of all strikers of
military age; a method of combatting

i

strikes which labor has always con-
demned.

(3) Listing all strikers who failed
to'return to work with the War Man-
power Commission and' declaring
them ineligible for jobs for the dura-
tion; a part of the “forced labor” sys-
tem which the labor movement has
violently opposed.

(4) Cancellations of gas ration
stamps for all strikers; a utilization

of the rationing system as part of

police coercion, a purpose for which
it was not intended.

(5) Placing an armed soldier, out-
fitted in complete battle dress from
helmet to rifle, at the side of every
operator.

Can labor applaud this system of
breaking a strike regardless of the
nature or purpose of the strike? Will
not the formula worked out for
breaking this strike be used against
those short-sighted labor leaders who
applaud? Of course, it will. And
what is more, the Army officers will
point to the fact that these men ap-
.plauded when it was done against
the Jim Crow strike. What difference
does it make to the Army officers
what sort of strike they break? If
anything, they will act more swiftly,
more viciously® and with a réal show
of liking for their job when it comes
to cracking down on a legitimate
strike of workers fo uphold their un-

bill a perfect bill? Not at all,
but it at least provided some
measure of relief to the pros-
pective millions of unemployed.
It provided financial relief up
to $35 a week, for two years,
depending upon income of the work-

ers. It provided for schooling and
for transportation expenses to jobs.

This partial aid bill was too much
for a reactionary, evil-minded, boot-
licking Senate whose chief aim in
life is to serve the profit interests of
the country. And who did it? Demo-
crats and Republicans alike. Thus,

they demonstrated again, that when
it comes to serving capitalist interests
there are no real, decisive differences
beiween the party labels,

The furious barrage against the
Kilgore bill was typical of big busi-
ness, its servants in Congress and its
servant, the yellow press. What did
the latter say about the Kilgore bill? '
The same old stuff it said during the
crises for which the capitalist sys-
tem is responsible. It would pam-’
per the workers—this coming from
men who haven’b put ina” good stiff
day’s work for more years than they
can remember.

The Kilgore bill would mean that
the unemployed workers would from
then on eat nothing but caviar, pom-
pano fish and drink champagne—this
was said by a high priced journalist
called Arthur Krock of the hypo-
critical New York Times, who him-
self would shudder at the diet of the
average American worker.

The Kilgore bill would mean that
workers wouldn't take jobs if they
could get fifteen, twenty, twenty-five
or thirty dollars a week relief for
themselves and their families—a sub-
sistence wage far below what work-
ers need only to live. Here again
they reveal not merely their stu-
pidity but their essential hatred of
labor, which produces the wealth of
this country and enables the whole
host of parasites from the capitalists
to the newspaper columinists to live.

And in all this, Franklin D. Roose-
velt, pride of the CIO and Democrat-
ic Party candidate for a fourth term,
has been stone deaf and dumb! 3

There is a big lesson in this affair.
It shows labor what it must do! Quit
playing capitalist politics! Build an
independent party of labor to fight
for a labor program for all the peo-
ple and a government of the workers,
poor farmers and the poor. Fight for
LABOR ACTION’s program!

e

ion standards. The bulk of the Army"
officers are anti-Negro and anti-labor.
They did not relish doing a job on
an anti-Negro and anti-union strike.
But they will really' go to work on
a strike called in accordance with
union principles.

How would a really progressive la-
bor movemént have answered the
problem of this strike? In the first
place, a really progressive leadership
in the TWU-CIO would have had the
confidence of the men in the PTC.
The men had voted for the CIO by a
wide margin over the company union
and the AFL in the labor board elec-
tions last spring. They did this be- .
cause they were looking for a fight-
ing leadership that would get them
something, But the TWU-CIO is led
by Michael Quill and a gang of Com-
munist Party hacks who follow the
“party line.” The “party line” is
whatever Moscow wants. Right now
Moscow wants one hundred per cent .
support of war production and sup-
port of Roosevelt. This means com-
plete support of the no-strike pledge.
This means a policy of appeasing the
PTC management instead of fighting

* it. This results in the workers get-

ting the short end of it. Wages,
hours, conditions and other questions
don’'t seem any better after six
months of the CIO. Why should they -

(Continued on page 3)
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LABOR ACTION

Fight for Right to Strike Gains in UAW Ranks

Reprinted from Union Action, organ
of the Progressive Group of
L_?cal 19, UAW-CIO

Let us use our common sense.

The unions gave up the right to
strike for the duration.

Two prbmises:

Promise No. 1 from the govern-
ment: There would be no exorbitant
war profits by the bosses and no re-
duction of labor's standard of living.

Promise . No. 2 from the bossest
There would be no lockouts of work-
ers for the duration.

Let us check up on the promises.

Fact No. 1: Profits of the big cor-
porations engaged in war production
have never been so high in all his-
tory—the history of this country or
any other. We are speaking of their
net profits, AFTER the deduction of
ALL taxes.

In addition to their enormous prof-
its, the big corporations have accu-
mulated reserves that run into bil-
lions of dollars. They have nothing
to worry about. The -government
guaranteed them contracts.
built and equipped plants for them
tp operate and profit on. It guaran-
teed them raw materials, labor and

It even -

a. profitable sure-thing market. As
for the post-war period, they don't
even need a government guarantee.
Their reserves are already stored up,
no matter how hard things are in the
future. The corporation heads do not
need to go to heaven. They have
found a paradise right here on earth.

Fact No. 2: Labor’s standard of liv-
ing HAS declined. If you don't know
this as a fact from the way your
weekly budget is working out, all
you need do is study the report on
wages and living costs made a few
months ago by President R. J. Thom-
as of the UAW and Secretary-Treas-
urer George C. Meany of the AFL.
They prove with fact and figures that
the cost of living for the average
worker's family has jumped ‘way
ahead of its income. That is only
another way of saying that our stand-
ard of living has been reduced.

In other words, the corporations
have carried their share—the profits
of the war. Labor has carried its
share—the burdens of the war. This
is known as—“equality of sacrifice.”

Fact No. 3: There have been no

lockouts of labor. That is true. But®

an employer would have to be stark,

Local 212, Detroit UAW--CIO

Hammers

The minority resolution on the no-
strike pledge stated in part: “That
the Michigan CIO convention calls
upon the national CIO either to re-
scind the no-strike pledge or to con-
duct a national referendum among
its membership to decide whether to
reaffirm or rescind this pledge.”

This was a clear-cut invitation to
submit the matter for final decision
to the men and women working in
the shops. Logically they are the
people who should be allowed to de-
cide, since they have to bear the
brunt, in terms of a wage freeze and

Dewey Backs Up
Wage Freeze

Replying to the misconception

spread by a Pittsburgh labor lead-
er with whom he had conferred,
Tom Dewey, GOP candidate for
the presidency, had the following
to say on wage-freezing:
" I told him I thought the wage-
freeze was essential, with such ad-
justments as have to be made
from time to {ime for the rising
cost of living."—New York Times,
August 2. '

That Dewey found it necessary
to refute the “misconception” that
he is AGAINST wage freezing is
an interesting commentary on the
way he will “interpret” the Re-
publican platform, which states
1 flatly that it is in favor of wiping
the wage-freeze off the map.

We have no doubit whatsoever
that such a powerful “interpreter”
as Dewey will, if elected to office,
understand the “essential” part of
-the wage - freeze but completely
miss the “adjustment” angle of the
same statement:

*

unsettled grievances. Certainly the
people who hold positions high up
in the union, far removed from the
machine and the assembly line, do
not feel the consequences of the
pledge. Why do they not let the rank

No-Strike

ly accused the leadership of fearing
the decision the rank and file would
make. This accusation seemed to be
borne out by what transpired at the
convention. In their feverish anxiety
to reaffirm the pledge, they pulled
one device after another out of their
bag of tricks—and a big bag it was!
Sensing that sentiment for revoking
the pledge was increasing, the lead-
ership maneuvered to bring the issue
up for consideration on Thursday in-
stead of Friday, as oﬂiginally sched-

A barrage of patriotism was let
loose on the minority report, and
the excessive flag waving from the
speakers stand caused at least one
delegation to walk out and purchase
more flags to wave back! Ordinary
rules of procedure were thrown to
the winds—the chair simply refused
{o recognize certain known speakers
for the minority report. Likewise ig-

.

staring mad to lock out his workers
at a time when he is making for-
tunes hand over fist and when the
wages; hours and jobs of his workers
are frozen stiff by government order.
However, the minute a contract is
terminated and no more profit is to
be made at the moment, the employer
still has his business, his profits, his
reserves—and -his workers have the
streets to walk.

Is that a lockout? Oh, no! It's only
a “cut-back.” What is a cul-back?
A lockout with a fancy name. Does
it feel one bit better’ for the worker
to be thrown into the street if his
unemployment is called a cut-back
than if it is called a lockout? Will-
the grocer and the buicher sell you
more food if you are cut back than
if you are locked out?

The cutback-lockouts are growing
in number. President Thomas says
employment will drop about 1,650,-
000 in four industries alone before the
end of 1944,

Now let’s use our heads.

What good does it do to talk about
a guaranteed annual wage after the
war, if we can’t even get such a wage
during the war?

Pledge

nored were demands for a rollcall
vote on the question. The leaders
pleaded, cajoled and threatened. They
made the most dire predictions as to
what would follow a revocation of
the pledge. Public opinion would be
turned against us, President Roose-
velt would be defeated, the war
would be lost, in short, everything
would be sure to go to the dogs.

The fact that the top leadership

had to resort to all these. dubious *

methods must indicate that they
were more than a little shaky about
their stand on the matter. They pur-
ported to speak for the rank and file.
Yet they were afraid to submit their
case to the rank and file. Maybe it's
because in the backs of their minds
they have the uneasy feeling that
they no longer express the needs of
the rank and file—Voice of Local 212,
UAW-CIO, Detroit. '

Officers Dictate Elections in
Kearny Shipyard Union

KEARNY, N. J-=-It isn't long since
the reactionaries won the election at
Federal Shipbuilding & Drydock Co.,
and already their bureaucratic, un-
dcmocratip practices are in evidence.

Delegates to the convention of the
IUMSWA will not be elected by bal-
lot. They are to consist of the offi-
cial board of the union, four mem-
bers of the grievance committee and

two members at large. When a rank-

and file member asked who the two
members were to be, he was told that
they would be selected by the official
board.

This flagrant violation of democ-
racy is especially unfair,

since the
annual convention of ihe ITUMSWA
sets policy for the entire industry.
It is of the greatest importance to
give the men in the yards an oppor-
tunity to select delegates who will
express their point-of view,

and file speak for itself?
A delegate at the convention blunt-

A further example of the manner
of the present leadership in office is

How Labor Fought Jay Gould

O ut of the Past

By RUTH PHILLIPS

The huge fortunes of America's “Sixty Families” were made in the
years following the Civil War, years of vast expansion for American
capitalism. The men who made these fortunes, the Goulds, the Vander-
bilts, the Rockefellers, the Morgans, were ruthless men who stopped at
nothing in their incessant drive for profits. The corruption of public
administrations, the expropriation of small landholders, illegal specula-
tion, these and worse were their methods. Above all, they mercilessly
exploited the millions of workers they employed. The attitude of
these robber barons was summed up in the cynical and contemptuous
statement of Jay Gould, railroad magnate, when he said: “I can hire
one half of the working class to kill the other half.”

This is the story of how Jay Gould ate his words:

The grandfather of the AFL and the CIO was the Noble Order of the
Knights of Labor, founded in 1869 in Philadelphia. For years, “The
Knights” made slow progress, winning a local strike here, losing an-
other there. But in 1885, when Jay Gould announced a ten per cent
wage cut for shopmen on his Wabash and other railroad lines, the
Knights organized and won a strike of shopmen, with other depart-
ments not affected by the wage-cut, declaring themselves ready for a
sympathy walk-out. The wage cut wads rescinded.

Jay Gould, temporarily beaten, hastened to break the union before
it had consolidated its strength. A few months later he discharged
from the Wabash line a group of union men. The Knights of Labor
threatened a boycott of Wabash rolling stock, which would have effec—
tively tied up thousands of miles of railways.

Jay Gould, powerful and ruthless, had to siep down from his high
horse before the organized might of labor. He invited the Knights of
Labor leaders to a conference with him, at which a settlement was
made in the union’s favor. For those days, this was front-page news.
Never. before had a leading indusfrialist dealt with labor across the
conference table. The labor movement had established itself as a force
with which the rulers of society must deal, and thousands of workers
joined the ranks of organized labor as a result of this victory for work-
‘ing class solidarity.. 5
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the following arficle which appeared
in the Local 16 edition of the Ship-
Yyard Worker:

“NIGHT SHIFT REPRESENTATION
AT CONVENTION . .

“Local 16 Official Board today an-
nounced that immediate plans are
"being worked out to give full rep-
resentation to the night shifts of the
Kearny and Port Newark Yards at
the national convention convening in
Atlantic City, N. J., Thursday, Sep-
tember 28. Complete details of the
plan will appear in this newspaper as
soon as they have been worked out.”

This announcement came as a com-
plete surprise after the former plan
had been officially adopted by the
union. You,don't know if you're
coming or ghing. The official board
will work out the plans! It will not
even bother to consult’ the rank and
file. It will just print its decisions
in the next issue of the paper!

A guaraneed annual wage is an ex-
cellent idea, a first-rale necessity.
We are one hundred per cent for it.
So is every worker.

But the way to get it is to start
working and fighting for it now, and -
not after we have begun walking the
post-war streets in seéarch for any
old job, at any old wageés.

The {rouble is, however, that we
can't fight for anything now. When
we demand decent wages now—just
to meet the rising cost of living—the
corporations and the government
just sit back and laugh in our faces.

Thy sneer at us and say: “What are
you going to do about it if we re-
fuse your demand? You can't strike,
because you are pledged not to. And
if you can't strike, you can't do any-
thing. So shut up, and go back to
your machines.” )

What can we say? What can we
do? Pound the table? All that gets
hurt is our hand. Go to the WLB?
That's like sending a sick man to a
cemetery for a cure.

So, we go back to our machines as
we are told and we wait for the lock-
out—excuse, please, the cut-back.

We are hamstrung, paralyzed.

The corporations and the govern-
ment did not keep their pledges. They
were scraps of paper written to kid
us into a trap.

By the no-strike pledge, labor not
only lost its only effective weapon,
but it gave the profit-swollen cor-
porations a club with which we have
been hammered over the head.

We must, in sheer self-defense,
tear that club out of their hands and
regain our best weapon.:

"We want a decent living standard.

We want a guaranteed annual wage
—now, as well as after the war. If
the government can glarantee the
monopolists their fabulous billions in
profit, why can't we be guaranteed
our just annual wage, so that we can
begin to live in “freedom from fear”
and “freedom from want”?

The way to get such an annual
‘wage is to start fighting for it now—
not in the dim future. -

You can't fight any fight if you are
disarmed. We must get back our
best weapon —the right to strike.
Without it, we are sunk.

Think it over. It's as simple as that.
All you need do is—use your com-
mon sense.

'No Salary Freeze in the
$25 an Hour B(racket)

While labor is held down by the Little Steel formula to not more

than fifteen per cent increase in wage rates compared with the rates
prevailing at the end of 1940, the managers of “our” corporations have
been under no restrictions. By the device of proxies sent out to widely
scattered stockholders, corporation executives elect and re-elect them-
selves. They have used this nearly unlimited power to vote themselves
enormous salary increases.
The American Ipvestors Union of New York has tabulated the sala-
ries and the increases of pay for some corporation presidents as follows:
Over
1940 1943 1940

American Woolen Co., M. Pendleton ... $75750 $125550 65.8

Aviation Corp., V. Emanuel ... 25000 98,317 293.2
Burlington Mills Corp., J. S. Love _ - 91,940 170,810 96.5
Butler Brothers, Th. B. Freeman . s 50,000 81,000 62.0
Canada Dry Ginger Ale, Inc., R. W Mume 47,747 68,490 435
Chicago Pneumatic Tool Co., H. A. Jackbon 79,020 120,020 50.6
Dow Chemical Co., W. H. Dow...____ e B0,000 100,000 100.0
Electric Storage Battery Co., R. C Nonbmg .. 42,882 66,571 55.2
Firestone Tire & Rubber Co., H. S. Firestone, Jr. 48,608 93750 51.8
Foster-Wheeler Corp., J. J. Brown ... . 46,240 65,544 418
Gen. Am. Transportation Corp., L. N. Sel:g _____ 60,000 84.000 40.0
Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co., P. W. thchﬁeld..._ 100,000 175,000 75.0
Hercules Motors Corp., Ch, Balough _ e 39,000 60,000 539
Keystone Steel & Wire Co., W. H. Sommcr__....__ 39,771 56,173 41.2
Lima Locomotive Works, J. E. Dixon............._ 31,680 63,000 98.8
May Dept. Stores, Inc., T. May _________________________ 62,988 159,959 1539
F. Z. Saloman ... 70,221 145265 106.9
3 Pauby, seciasntora o o0 - 47,051 . 120,276 155.8
Motor Wheel Corp., H. F. Harper ceiiemeeeeee 21,100 50,000 138.8
G. C. Murphy Co., E. M. Mack ... 57016 100,000 754
Natl. Container Corp., S. Kipnis —e . 32,580 60,218 847
Natl. Dairy Products, L. A. Van Bomel - 62296 110,123 76.7
Phelps Dodge Corp., L. S. Cates ... 100,520 151,400 50.6
Phillips-Jones Corp., S. J. Phillips __. 26,583 52,000 955
Remington-Rand, Ine., J. H. Rand, Jr. 92,782 225278 175.1
Revere Copper & Brass, Inc.,, C. D. Dallas _ - 75,000 105,000 40.0
Savage Arms Corp., F. F. Hickey ... 32010 86,037 168.8
E. R. Squibb & Sons, C. H. Palmer . 48,174 102,127 1119
James Talcott, Inc., J. F. Talcott __ 38,000 56,080 474
Walworth Co., W. B. Holton, Jr. . 60,000 120,000 100.0
Willys<Overland Motors Inc., J. W. Frazer ___________ 60,000 123,184 105.3

Nor is this all. The executives of many companies have induced the
companies they control to set up for them so- called pension trusts, so
that when they retire they will continue to get a substantial propor-
tion of their salary to the end of their lives. The way this works out is
that the company pays in a substantial sum each year to a favored in-
surance company, in addition to the already swollen salaries for their
executives, and then when their executives retire the insurance com-
pany pays out a certain sum each year as a pension. The corporation
executive does not get the money now, when income tax rates are high
and he would have to pay most of the money as an income tax to the
government. He will get it later on after the war when he retires,
and when they hope and believe taxes on hig incomes will be lower.
But the company pays out the money now, when the excess profits tax
is 95 per cent. Thus again the taxpayer pays, and the corporation exec-

pension when he retires.

utive gets, besides his present la1ge pay, the certainty of a substantial

Readers of Labor Action
Take the Floor...

Dear Editor:

I recenily took a subscription to
your paper and like it very much,
and would like to ask a favor of you.-
Some time ago there was published
in your paper an article on a state-
ment made by the English section of
the Trotskyists in which they were
quoted as calling the British Eighth
Ar'my, “their army.” I was having an
argument with a friend of mine who
says At was never published and I
would like very much to prove my
argument, and show him the article.
I am not sure, but I think it was in
a February issue. I would appreciate

it very much if you would send this
clipping.as soon as possible, as my
friend might leave town, and I have
a money bet on this, 2

G. V. 8., Brookline, Mass.
.

Our subsecriber’s friend will have to
pay off, The February 7 issue of LA-
BOR ACTION, which we mailed to
her, contains the article “Unbeliev-
able Statement,” in which there is
the following quotation from the
theoretical organ of the Workers In-
Workers International League of
England:

“We have a viclorious army in

North Africa, and Ialy, and I say,
ves, long live the Eighth Army, be-
cause that is our army. One of our
comrades has spoken to a number of
people who have had letlers from the

" Eighth Army soldiers, showing their

complete dissatisfaction. We know of
incidenis in the Army, Navy and

¢

other forces that have never been re-
ported, and that it is impossible for
us to report. It is OUR Eighth Army
ithat is being hammered and tested
and being organized for the purpose
of changing the‘ face of the world.
This applies equally to all the forces.”
(Emphasis in original.)

Hudson Local - -

(Continued from page 1)
other worker in America: “freezing”
of wages accompanied by skyrocket-
ing’ prices, incredibly poor housing,
little recreational facilities, hemming
and hawing for months trying to get
their grievances settled by the War -
Labor Board. Yet the example stated
above indieates ho.lw by just a minor
show of force the workers were able
fo gain their ends: the upholding of
the contract with the company.

All over America the workers wit-
ness the gradual breakdown of col-
lective bargaining: they see them-
selves tied fo machines, grievances
unsettled—not through the fault of
the rank and file leaders, the stew-

ards—but because the top leadership
of ‘their unions have surrendered to
the capitalists the only weapon the
workers possess: the sirike weapon.

The delegates from Hudson Loeal,
who are right now preparing to go 1o
the UAW convention, should learn a
lesson from the little incident of the
workers walking toward the gate: re-
scind the no-strike pledge! Give the
workers at Hudson and in every

other UAW shop a chance to build
their union, to get their wages raised
and to get their grievances settled.
Only by militant union action can the
UAW be built—not by appeals to the
War Labor Board

High Taxes Have Not
Stopped High Incomes

By WALTER WEISS

Workers who think that they have been suffering under the Little Steel
formula will be interested to hear of the financial disasiers that have befal-
len the big capitalists who employ them.

While the corporations show, even in their own disguised reports, steadily
rising profits, the National Asseciation of Manufacturers and similar organ-
izations, which never cease to conduct ‘“political action” campaigns, bewail
through every newspaper and magazine in the land that the percentage of
profits on sales has kept falling during the war. Taxes are threatening the
post-war incentive to produce, they say. The famous Mr. Ruml has another
new tax plan, to do away with corporation taxes, with the noble purpose, of
course, of raising wages, lower prices and benefitting the small investor.

Furthermore, a corporation executive who reeeives an increase in salary
or bonus—allowed despite the freeze because of merit or greater responsibil-
ity is some such reason—is, because of the personal income tax, especially
since the first Ruml plan went into effect, no better off than before. Worse
off, in fact. In its issue of August 11, the United States News, a weekly maga-
zine of high reputation, publishes a sensational article, headlined “Execu-
tives' Pay Cut.” It appears that Eugene Grace, head of Bethlehem Steel, a
company which has been doing better than miost, had take-home pay in salary
and bonus of $143,000 for 1940. This used to be called his “take"—it was
really too big to take home. In 1944, however, it is estimated that he is taking
home only $5,000. Statistics are offered to show that other big executives
have fared similarly. In fact, the bigger the salary, the smaller the take-
home What a pay cut!

THE POOR BOSS IS "FROM HUNGER" ON A FULL STOMACH

Labor has been complaining that President Roosevelt's stabilization pro-
gram has been carried out only insofar as it affects workers. Not so. The
$25,000 ceiling on salaries, which Congress ruldd out, is actually in effect. It
is estimated that after 1944 taxes no corporation official will have more than
$22,500 left. The companies themselves put the figure a little higher but not
much higher than the United States News.

You don't believe all this? Neither do we. Neither does the United
States News.

That magazine arrives at its eonclusions by making some big assumptions.
One of these is that, because of the freeze, 1944 salaries may be considered to
be the same as those in 1942, Files of LABOR ACTION could enlighten the
editors of the U. S. News on this score. We secured our information mainly
from the respectable New York Times, whose reporters in turn used the files
of the Securities & Exchange Commission. However, it is the job of capital-
ist editors to overlook information, even information from their own pages,
which does not fit into the picture they are painting.

Another sirange thing about take-home pay, as arrived at by the U. 8.
News and the Times and other such sources, is that it is figured AFTER all
legal income fax deductiqns., In other words, not only are Mr. Grace's con-
tributions to charity deducted but also such items as the interest he pays on
his outstanding debts. The press never figures the take-heme pay of workers
in quite that way.

In the third place, you are, of course, aware that big executives dén't de-
pend solely or even mainly on their salaries but rake in some extra dollars
from their stocks, bonds, and other properties.

But let's forget that last point and stick just to salaries. In fact, let's for-

get all three points we have so far made and also a few untouched ones, such '

as the legal loopholes available to those who can afford the right lawyers.

The big joker in this colossal pay-cut story still remains. We will assume,
along with the U. S. News, that Mr. Grace is earning $538,000 for his work at
Bethlehem in 1944, We will also charitably assume that his tax is as high as
$429,000, This leaves $108,000. Next we assume that $53,000 (about fen per
cent of the total salary) goes for eharity, interest. on debt, deductible losses,
ete. That still leaves $55,000 clear for food, clothing, shelter, and._an occa-
sional movie or glass of beer (extra movies and beers, by the way, which are
not covered by an expense account).

"TO FORGIVE IS DIVINE"—ESPECIALLY TAXES

How is the $55,000 reduced to $5,000? You will recall that, when 1942
taxes were forgiven, Mr. Ruml’s plan was.changed a little. Only 75 per cent
instead of 100 per cent was forgiven. The remaining 25 per cent: amounts to
a cool $100,000 or so, of which $50,000 must be paid this year.

So there he is, left with a paltry $5,000. He can't live on that. What are
he and gentlemen"of similar standing to do? The U. S. News suggests that
they will, both this year and next, have to dip into their savings or, perhaps
(God forbid!), reduce their contributions to charity. =

Then, like a breath of fresh air, comes a frank admission into this atmo-
sphere of statistical gas. “The chances are good,” says the U. S. News article,
“that these savings will be available.”

Why? When Congress passed its modification of the Ruml plan, yoil were
perhaps forgiven $100 in taxes. Mr. Grace, with a tax bill of $400,000 for 1942,
was forgiven 75 per cent-of that figure, or $300,000.

Until he made his income tax return in March of this year he had the
whole $400,000. In fact, since the U. S. News assumes that he is paying the
25 per cent in back taxes out of this and next's year's income, he still has
the whole $400, 000—increased, of course, beyorsd $400,000, because he hasn't
kept it under the mattress.

Let's divide up the money (forgetting how it may have grown) between

this year and next to supplement that $5,000 take-home pay. The result is

$200,000 more for each year, or $205,000 in all. Refer to the second paragraph
above and you will find that his take-home in 1940 was $143,000.

Some other time, when the weather isn't so hot, we can think about the
extra income that the Grace crowd makes or will make from investments,
pension funds, and stocks that are offered to insiders at far below the market
price. -

The U. S. News concludes its story by pointing out that the nest-egg made

possible by the forgiven taxes “does not change the fact” that no executive
is this year faking home as much as $25,000. No, sir, those fellows were all

paid off 'way in advanece.

, It's good to have “facts” like that. Now you can go back to your own wor-
ries about the Little Steel formula while waiting for the birth of Mr. Ruml’s
new brain-child.

D2, o 13
The “Big Steal” Formula
WASHINGTON—Four years of war production have been mighty kind
to the steel companies, with profits soaring to an annual average from
1940 through 1943 of $631,981,000—an increase of 356 per cent above the
peacetime level of 1936-39.

That was the report made to the War Labor Board panel consider-
ing the demands of the CIO United Steel Workers for a seventeen
cents an hour raise, an anqual wage and other gains. The report, sub-
mitted by USWA-CIO Research Director Harold Ruttenberg, showed
that four war years have done the following for the industry:

1. Raised profits before federal taxes 356 per cent over the peace-
time level of 1936-39, or from 138 million to 632 million dollars.

2. Made the industry eligible for federal tax refunds of from 122 mil-
lion to 167 million dollars depending on mrcumstanccs, for each of two
post-war years.

3. Increased the payment of dividends by 60 per cent over the
1936-39 peace years, or from $94 million to almost $150 million a year.-
4. Jumped the depreciation, etc., allowances from a peacetime an-
nual average of 146 million to 267 million dollars for ‘the wartime aver-

age—an increase of 82 per cent, though operations only increased 67
per cent.

5. Raised total assets by 22 per cent, or from a little under five bil-
lion in 1939 to over six billion dollars in 1943.

6. Boosted undistributed profits by 74 per cent, or from a total of
595 million dollars at the end of 1939 to one billion, 35 million dollars
at the end of 1943.

7. Increased general reserves from 104 million dollars at the end of
1939 to 317 million dollars at the end of 1943, an intrease of 203 per cent.

8. Increased total financial resources (excluding refundable federal
taxes) by 110 per cent, from 703 million dollars at the end of 1939 to
one billion, 47:_3 million dollars at the end of 1943.

9. Increased net current assets—the industry’s working capital—by
47 per cent from one billion, 228 million dollars at the end of 1939 to
one billion, 810 million dollars at the end of 1943,

10. Increased the industry's excess of net current assets over funded
debt in 1943 as eompared to 1989 by 247 per cent, or from 310 miillioh

dollars at the end of 1939 to 1 b11110n, 75 million dollars at the end of
:1943 ;
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In Memory of Leon Trotsky, Murdered by Stalin’s GPU Four Years Ago

HE FORETOLD THE FUTURE OF A WHOLE WORLD!

Leader of Russian Revolution Was One of the Great Champions of the Working Class

By T. R. COBB

In the parlance of the labor movement, especially in the trade unions, a
new term, a new tag, has been added. To most union men and women the
words is really new. To a handful of others it is an old, familiar name.

The tag is “TROTSKYISM,” derived from the labor principles of the late
Leon Trotsky. The tag is a bit foreign-sounding, perhaps, but no more so
than the surnames of millions of American workers, and much less so than
some of the unpronounceable tongue-twisters borne by the first eleven men
of the Notre Dame football team. His working class program for America

is thoroughly native!

The worker who advocates revocation of the no-strike pledge at his union
meeting is more apt than not to be called a “Trotskyist” by members of the
Communist Party, who look upon labor s great weapon as a relic of the dear,
dead past—-wh&n unions REALLY were unions.

The worker who wants an independent L'abor Party ito oppose the big

business parties of the Democrats and Republicans—hes apt to be tagged a

“Trotskyist.”

The worker who thinks the rich should be taxed until it hurts, to pay for
their war—he's likely to be called a “Trotskyist.”

aadcumamf
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the New Deal

By Leon Trotsky

Two methods for saving historically doomed capitalism are
today vying with each other in the world arena—fascism and
the New Deal. Fascism bases its program on the demolition of
labor organizations, on the destruction of social reforms, and on
the complete annihilation of democratic rights, in order to fore-

stall a resurrection of the proletariat’s class struggle. The fascist
state officially legalizes the degradation of workers and the pau-
perization of the middle clqssés in the name of saving the “na-
tion” and the “race”—presumptuous names under which decay-

ing capitalism figures.

The policy of the New Deal, which tries to save imperialist
democracy by way of sops to the labor and farmer aristocracy,
is in its broad compass accessible only to the very wealthy na-
tions, and so in that sense it is American policy par excellence.

The American government has

attempted to shift a part of the

costs of that policy to the shoulders of the monopolists, exhort-
ing them to raise wages and shorten the labor day and thus in-
crease the purchasing power of the population and extend pro-
duction. Leon Blum attempted to translate this sermon into ele-
mentary school French. In vain! The French capitalist, like the
- American, 8oes not produce for the sake of production, but for
profit. He is always ready to limit production, even to destroy
manufactured products, if thereby his own share of the national

income will be increased.

The New Deal program is all the more inconsistent in that,
while preaching sermons to the magnates of capital about the
advantages of abundance over scarcity, the government dis-

penses premiums for cutting down on production. Is greater

confusion possible? The government confutes its critics with the

challenge: can you do better?

What all this means is that on

the basis of capitalism the situation is hopeless.

Polish Workers--

(Continued from page 1)

Stalinists know the caliber of the
Polish Underground—not of this or
that leader, but of the .resolute
masses who compose it. They kriow
that these are people who never
compromised in the struggle against
Hitlerism-and Hitler, who fought the
Nazis in the heroic defense of War-
saw after the “Colonels’ Govern-
nient” had fled, and at the same time
that Stalin and Hitler were work-
ing cheek by jowl to divide the loot
of Poland.

FEAR OF THE WORKERS

The Stalinists know that the Un-
derground masses are overwhelming-
ly socialistic in their convictions and
aspirations. What is more, the Un-
derground, while it has leaned back-
ward not to offend Moscow in any
way, is nevertheless opposed to the
domination of Poland, or of the Pol-
ish working class and 1abor move-
meént, by the Stalinists and the GPU.
It may be ready to work with the
Russians as allies, but not work un-

der the Stalinists as slaves. Moscow,

knows this, too. And it is this
kriowledge that has determined the
vicious, snarling, treacherous attitude

of Moscow toward the Warsaw up-

rising!

There is not an iota of doubt in
our minds that Moscow loks with
the serenest indifference upon the
slaughter of the ill-equipped Warsaw
Poles by the greatly superior Nazis.
The Warsaw Underground, most ad-
vanced of the movements for national
freedom, is a thorn in the side of the
Germans—but it is also a thorn in the
side of the Stalinists. If the Nazis
pluck this thorn, it is all to the good

for Moscow and its plan. What plan? -

To reduce Poland to a Russian vas-
sal, at the very least; toward this end,
to impose upon Poland the Kremlin's
hand-picked puppet ‘“government”
which it has on file in its Foreign
Office.

That is why Moscow treated the
Warsaw fighters with such brutally
éynical disdain, with such frigid in-
difference to their fate. That is why
it did not say: “Even though the up-

-fising is a cheap trick By London,

these workers are ﬂghtmg a cqmmon

a

S

enemy, we will not leave them in
the lurch, we will help them by word
and by deed.” That is why it made
no effort to supply them.

Could supplies have been gotten to
Warsaw? We do not pretend to know
the technical possibilities, or the dis-
position of military forces in and
around Warsaw. We do know that
the Russians have been able in the
past to supply their own eneircled
troops; to supply isolated guerrillas
behind the German lines; to supply
even the far-off Yugoslavs under Ti-
to. We do know that an August 14
‘dispatch to the New York Times from
London reports that the Warsaw Un-
derground army “has begun to re-
ceive token deliveries of " Allied
arms,” which would indicate that
such deliveries were technically pos-
sible. And we do . know that Mos-
cow is not at all interested in such
“technical” questions, because of its
venomously hostile attitude toward
the Polish Underground, which it has
not been able to subyert and domi-
nate, which it hates as ‘much as it
fears, and which it intends to dis-
posé of in due time by its favorite
method——“hqu;dahon .

LONDON JOINS IN

What about the “democrats” in
London and Washington? Were they

informed and consulted in advance

about the Warsaw uprising? Possi-
bly, and even probably. But it is sig-
nificant that once it broke out and

- met with such a vioglent rebuff from
Moscow, neither London nor Wash-
ington had a word of good cheer for
the insurrectionaries. The main lines
of the . division of the war spoils in
Europe have alréady been laid down
by Washington, London and Moscow.
All of Eastern Euraope has been prac-

" tically acknowledged as Russia's do-
main, her “sphere of influence.” Eng-

" land declared war upon Germany in
1939 presumably in protest against
the rape of Poland. The second rape
of Poland is at hand.. Only, this time
the criminal is not the retreating
Nazi. The ¢riminals and accomplices
come from Moscow, London and
Washington. . '

That is the sginister me,a.nmg of the-

sc:andal of Warsaw. ey

The worker who believes that the working class can
run the country betier than the capitalist profiteers and
blunderers—he’s labeled “Trotskyist.”

As a matter of fact, whenever any radical labor idea,
plan or program is advanced for the solution of the ba-
sic political and economic problems of the world through
the institution of workers' gove;nments'. the proponent
of those ideas hears the united cry of capitalist and Sta-
linist-communist alike—“You're a Trotskyist, and what
you're preaching is Trotskyism."” '

Leon
Trotsky

All this is no accident, for when one of Stalin’s hired
assassins. entered the study-room of Leon Trotsky in
Mexico four years ago and drove a pick-axe through
the brain of the exiled leader of the Russian revolu-
tion, mankind lost one of its great champions, one of its
greatest leaders in the historic fight for a world of peace
and plenty for all, -

His prophecies at this very moment haunt the capi-
talist rulers and politicians of the world. They haunt
Churchill, whose recent speeches carry bitter but re-
spectful references to “the Trotskyite form of commu-
nism"” which he thanks Stalin for wiping out in Russia.
They haunted Hitler, until other things began to haunt
him, but they will plague Hitler's successors, be they the
Allies or the Junkers or the plain “democrats.” Above
all, they haunt Stalin.

Exactly what were Trotsky's words, beliefs and theo-
ries that they fear? .

One quotation, to begin with; it is from the preface
by the noteq American journalist, Lincoln Steflens, to
Trotsky's “The Bolsheviki and World Peace.”

“Trotsky is against all the present governments of
Europe and the ‘bourgeois system! everywhere in the
world. He isn't pro-Allies; he isn't even pro-Russian.
He isn't a patriot at all. He is for a class, the proletariat,
the. working people of all countries, and he is for his
class only to get rid of classes and get down or up to—
humanity.”

No wonder the capitalists and their political repre-
sentatives hated him, reviled him, still fear his name
and attempt to crush his followers!

And here is a key to Leon Trotsky's character and
work—his attitude toward the masses, the toilers of the
world, for whom he had immense compassion and in
whom he had limitless faith. At one of the hearings of
the John Dewey Commission, which completely exon-
erated him of all charges made against him in the Mos-

cow frame-up trials, Trotsky told Attorney John Finerty -

with dignity and restraint:

“Mr. Attorney, France and Great Britain are not my
allies. They can be the allies of the Soviet state. My
allies are the workers of all countries, and the only al-

lies I recognize are the workers of all the other coun-
tries. My politics are established not for the purpose of
dlplomatlc conventions but for the development of the
international revolutionary movement of the working
class. I cannot put hopes in the allies of the Soviet Union,
in France and England. They can beiray one another.
They can separate from one anpther. But I am sure

. that the workers, who understand very wel the situation

—they will be free and they will win one hundred
workers and the hundred workers a thousand soldlers
They will be victorious at the end of the war. It seems
to me very simple, but I believe it is a good idea.”

HE WAS A POLITICAL REALIST
But don’t be misled for a moment into believing that

,Trotsky was a mere dreamer of a world plan for the

emancipation of the oppressed. Unlike the journalistic
fly-by-nights who turn out grandiose, impractical politi-
cal fantasies like a sausage-machine, Trotsky worked
out his plan for the achievement of lasting world peace
and plenty for all down to the last rock-bottom detail,
subject only to the inevitable changes which events and
the relative strength of the contending classes in society
foree it to make.

Trotsky's practical program is contained in the sharp
and far-sighted document which he wrote in. 1938 called
“The Death Agony of Capitalism and the Tasks of the
Fourth International.”

Realizing that a contradiction exists betiween the
world’s ripeness for a new system of economie, p@litlcal
and social equality and the fact that the working class
is not sufficiently prepared to take advantage of that
ripe condition, Trotsky advanced a program to help the
masses in their daily struggles, to build a bridge between
their present needs and dcmands and the final achm,ve-
ment of working class gevernments and workmg class
power.

He called this a system of “iransitional demands,” a
series of realistic demands stemming from today's con-
ditions and the state of today's working class. Instead
of labor’s traditional “minimum program,” these “tran-
sitional demands” were directed at the very heart and
soul of the dying capitalist system.

It included -a demand for a sliding scale of wages and
a sliding scale of hours to contend with the rising cost
of living and unemployment; it urged the class-conscious
worker to take an active part in the trade unions for
the purpose of strengthening them and raising their
spirit of militaney; it advised the organization of fac-
tory committees, elected by all the workers in a factory,
to create a counterweight to both the boss and the con-
servative union officials; it went further and called for
workers’ control of industry, whereby the workers eould
keep tabs on the profits, the production levels, and all
the innermost workings of the places where they spend
the greater part of their lives; it demanded the expro-
priation, with indemnification, of America's “Sixty Rul-
ing Families”; it showed that workers’ defense groups
for the protection of the labor unions and labor's rights
must develop from the elementary picket line and that
workers’ militias must be organized in order to give ac-
tive expression to the workers’ hatred of scabs and fas-
cists; it advocated a close alliance between labor and
the working farmer for the eventual creation of a work-
ers’ and farmers’ government; it warned against the im-
pending imperialist world war and called for unalterable
opposition to it before and after its outbreak.

WE WERE TAUGHT BY HIM ,

The program of the Workers Party, which LABOR
ACTION speaks for, is based almost entirely, in spirit,
on these “transitional demands” first devised by Leon
Trotsky.

We disagree with Trotsky's and his “official” fol-
lowers' estimation of the present Russian state. While
he and they considered it basically a “workers' state,”
we, on the other hand, do not consider it to be anything
of the Sort. We regard Russm as a collectivist state ruled
by a bureaucratic class which exploits the workers and
peasants in its own interests.

However, an examination of the man’'s life and work
marks Trotsky as one of those rare geniuses of history
whose coniributions to mankind reverberate around the
world teday. He was motivated by the great ideals of
human progress that led men gladly to lay down their

lives in the fight for freedom. Trotsky gave his for .

working-class ‘freedom, for the cause of international
peace and plenty—for world socialism.

° Why should the living fighters for such a cause flinch
when they are called “Trotskyists”? In the meaning of
the words on this page, we're “Trotskyists,” for “Trot-
skyism” means freedom ior mankind.

His Unheeded Warning of ‘31

The world .today would indeed be a different world
if there were no Hitlér, and the thought of such a pos-
sibility should properly torment those who were re-
sponsible for the brutalitarian nightmare that now.
racks the globe.

The Hitlerite hordes COULD have been beaten down
if the German workers heeded the clear-cut and pro-

Hitler Banned All of
Trotsky's Writings
"The Germans u‘rri;red with a long list
giving the titles of proscribed books. Very
few quthors were banned in foto. De Gaulle
was one, TROTSKY was another."—From a

review of Reports on France in the British
Tribune, March 20, 1942,

phetic warning of Leon Trotsky fo their growing influ-
ence and power. Learning of Hitler's tremendous elec-
toral vote in 1930, Trotsky hasfened fo issue what is one

of the most heart-rending appeals in all political litera-

ture to the members and leaders of the Communist Par-
ty of Germany, which was then declaring that the So-

cial-Democrats and not thé Nazis were the main enemy -

of the working class. _
This is what he wrote in November, 1931, in _“Ger-

o

-

many, the Key to the Internatlonal Situation”:

;"The coming into power ef the German ‘National So-
cialists’ would mean, above all, the extermination of the
flower of the German proletariat, the disruption of its
organizations, the extirpation of its belief in itself and
its future. Considering the far greater maturity and
acuteness of the social contradictions in. Germany, the
hellish work of Italian fascism would probably appear as
a pale and almost humane experiment in comparison
with the work of the German ‘National Socialists.

“Retreat, you say, you who were yesterday the pro-
phets of the ‘third period’? Leaders and institutions can
reireat. Individual persons can hide. But the workjng
class will have no place te retreat to in the face of fas-
cism, and no place where to hide. If one were really to
a_;ssu.tp‘_e the monstrous and improbable to happen: that
the party will actually evade the struggle and thus de-
liver the proletariat to the mercy of its mortal enemy,
this would signify only one thing: the gruesome battles
would unfold not BEFORE the seizure of power by the
fascists but AFTER it, that is: under conditions ten times
more favorable for fascism than those of foday. The
struggle of the proletariat, taken unawares, disorientated,
disappointed and betrayed by its own leadership, against
the fascist regime would be transformed into a series of

_ frightful, bloody and futile convulsions. Ten proletarian

insurrections, ten defeats, one on fop of the other, conld
not debilitate and enfeeble the German working class
as much as a retreat before fascism would weaken it
at the given moment, when the decision is still impend-

ing as to the question of who is to become masier in the

T g i e

German household.”

dered by an agent of the OGPU.

leader.

August 28, 1940,

This Ja James T. Famell's
Tribute to Leon Troliley

“I know of no words strong enough to be employed in condemning
the murder of Leon Trotsky. And I am convinced that he was mur-

“For Leon Trotsky I felt both admiration and affection. I was not a
follower of his in the strict and literal meaning of this term. But I was
influenced by him. The OLD MAN educated some of the members of
his generation; I was one of those whom he educated. Were it not for
his writings, I would be a different person than I am, and I would
think differently than I do. The loss of Leon Tj
moment is tragic. In this black and bitter perjod of reaction, Trotsky
was needed, and needed not merely as a symbol, but even more so as a
Now, those points on which one disagreed with him fade in
importance. One sees now his greatness, the inspiration which was
gained from his very life, from his indomitable fight and from his bril-
liant writings. Leon Trotsky was a. great revolutionist, a great writer,
a great man, a great spirit. Edmund Wilson, the literary critic, once
remarked that since his exile from Soviet Russia, Leon Trotsky had
served as the '‘Marxist conscience of the world! The pickaxe blow of
Stalin’s hired assassin struck down the ‘Marxist conscience of the -
world” With grief I say farewell to the OLD MAN. He is dead in the
flesh. The spirit that animated his work will not die.”

’Igotsky at this particular

JAMES T. FARRELL.

Capitalism Taboos
‘Equal Opportunity’
For Negro People

By W. F. CARLTON

Addressing an audience at Lincoln’s
tomb in Springfield, Il1., some days
ago, Governor Thomas E. Dewey of
New York state: “It is a fitting occa-
sion to renew our determination to
bring complete equality of opportu-
nity of life in America to all the Ne-
gro people. 1
' Governor Dewey does not mean
this. It is campaign baloney. The
Republican platform has been char-
acterized by Walter White as “dis-
honest and stupid.” The Democratic
platform simply did its best to pre-
tend that the Negro question does
not exist.

Yet we can expect many state-
ments ilke the one quoted, by Dewey,
from all types of -political candidates
and agitators between now and the
elections. Let us make it quite clear
at once that this phrase, “complete
equality of opportunity for Negroes,”
is not to be judged according to the
sincerity or insincerity of capitalist
politicians. Both parties are seeking
to fool the Negroes. But if even they
were not attempting to do this, it
would be impossible for Negroes to
have equality of opportunity under
capitalist society. We struggle for it.
The more advanced unions struggle
for it also. Victories can be gained.
But the ‘thinking Negro must bear
in mind always the limitations of the
socjety in which he lives.

Since 1929, this country was un-
able to have less than ten million un-
employed, until the preparations for
the war saved the situation tempo-
rarily.

Since the war, however, the devel-
opment of production in the United
States has reached astonishing
heights. Today the productive capac-
ity of the country is such that if the
population returned to the standard
of living that existed before the war,
there would be at the very least
some iwenty million unemployed.
This is the problem that faces the
counfry as a whole. This is the prob-
lem that the Negroes must con-
stantly bear in mind.

First of all, if the United States
egonomy cannot be organized in such
a manner as to prevent this mass of
unemployment, the “equality of op-
portunity’ open to large numbers of
the Negroes would be equality of op-
portunity to starve side by side with
the white workers. No amount of
promises, sincere or insincere, by
Democratic or Republican politicians
can prevent that.

But, secondly, and flowing from
this, the very conditions of unem-
ployment create a terrible situation.

Philly Stri

L]
(Continued from page 1)

show great confidence in the CIO
leadership?

Furthermore, the TWU-CIO ducked
out on 'the Negro question during the
labor board election campaign. They
did not try to educate the men on
the race question. They did not tell
the men frankly that the way to bet-
ter wages and shorter hours was
through unity instead of race rival-
ry. They did not say bluntly that
the union would be 100 per cent
stronger if Negroes worked on 'trol-
leys. and, thereby, once and for all
end the race question. Such ‘hiding
of one's head in the sand always
leaves the rear exposed for an unex-
pected kick.

Had -the union followed a fighting
program it would have had suppert
among the men. They would have
seen their future guaranteed by stick-
ing with the union and not by drying
to keep the jobs for whites only. Had
a minority group succeeded in caus-
ing a stoppage despite such support
for the union, the union could have
called a meeting of all the men in
the various barns and explained the
gituation to them,

But the Communist flag- wavers

who make, big speeches about fight- .

In the cut-throat struggle of fifty
million people for thirty million jobs,
all the worst passions of humanity in
general and ' the traditional racial
prejudices of the United States come
into play and disrupt the labor move-
ment, /

This basis' of unemployment is the
fertile soil on which flourish the
race - haters and the race- baiters.
They organize themselves politieally,
using the unemployment in industry
as a means of creating social and
political difficulties for the Negroes.
Under these circumstances, the whole
Negro question becomes one of the
tensest political questions in the
country. Instead of orderly progress
toward the achievement of greater
and greater equality, we have a pe-
riod of racial riots and the unloosing
of terror and counter-terror. Diuring

the last year or two the signs of this =

have been coming thick and fast.

Therefore, we struggle always for
the immediate issues of equality
wherever possible. But we must cul-
tivate no illusions about the sincer-
ity or insincerity of thi¢ or that par-
ticular party or candidate. Along
with their immediate struggles the
Negroes must ask themselves: What
is the program of this or that politi-
cal organization or party for the
creation of such a society in the
United States as will root out the
conditions from which the prejudice
and the inequality spring?

Neither of the two major parties
has any serious program for the re-
construction of American society.
All their talk, therefore, among capi-
talist politicians, about equality of
opportunity for Negroes has no
meaning in the face of the econgniic
and social crisis which lies ahead.

The Workers Party has its transi-
tional program for the purpose of
mobilizing the American wgrkers
toward the struggle for a new social
order. For the large masses of .the
workers, that struggle centers about,
the struggle for a mass Labor Party.
The Negro, however, who sees clear-
ly not only the immediake struggles
but the basic and fundamental prob-
lem which lies behind it must make
up his mind to follow the example
of Frederick Douglass, Herriet Tul-
man and) those other great Negroes
m the greatest period of American
h:stmy These banded themselves to-

. gether in revolutionary orgamzatj.ons

in order, by precept and exampile, to
mobilize the large masses of the pop-
ulation for a radical solution of the
American crisis of those days. Here
is a case where-we can sately say to
serious Negroes today: Corpe thou
and do likewise.

e~-

ing fascism in Europe éid not dare
show their faces in the car barns to
lick the fascist elements in their own
union. The Communist officials of-
the TWU hid themselves in the union
headquarters and issued pres§ re-
leases denouncing the strikers as be-
ing unpatriotic. What a confession
of bankruptecy! What a confession
that the rank and file lacked faith in
them! When~the union sought fo re-
store service on the Market Street
elevated and the Broad Street sub-
way on the second day of the sfrike,
it could not muster more than a
handful and these were soon argued °
out of working by the strike -pickéts.

The real union men in the TWU
who are wondering what happened
to their union during the strike
should think of these things. It 'is
necessary that they start organizing
within the union to dump out the
Communist stooges with their ap-
peasement policy and build a really-
strong union on a fighting program

- of getting something for the men

and ‘women of the PTC. Once this
is done, they need have no fears that
the overwhelming majority of the

. PTC workers won't stand behind the

union, come what Ay and. regar&less
~of the issue, )

Rk
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LABOR ACTION

What About It,

Mr. Robert J. Watt?

The latest issue of Labor, weekly news-
paper of the railway unions, reports a
very interesting speech made- by Robert
J. Watt, representative of the AFL on the
War Labor Board, to the annual conven-
tion of the Massachusetts Federation of
Labor. After denouncing the government
for its failure to plan for reconversion,
thus making. vast unemployment certain,
he attacked the Administration for what
Labor described as a “betrayal of promises
made to the nation’s workers when labor

signed the no-strike pledge.”

It is not entirely true that “labor”
signed the no-strike pledge, if by labor is
meant the workers of this. country. The
no-strike pledge was given by labor rep-
‘resentatives and, in the first instance, was.
without consultation or agreement with
the millions of rank and file workers. But
Watt’s speech is interesting because he
charges, the report says, that the govern-
.was that
all disputes would be decided on their mer-
its. Imstead, arbitrary directives amd reg-
wulations were put over to straight-jacket

ment’s “part of the bargain..

the workers.”

“When the Little Steel formula became
effective, we were told it was for the pur-
pose of making wage rates stay on & level
with living costs,” Mr. Watts said.
stead it has submerged wages further and

further below the constantly
rise in living costs.

not.”

Watt is absolutely correct. But,
what lessons does he draw from his own
position that the government betrayed the
workers, or double- crossed them? None!
Mr. Watt still advocates the retention of
the no-strike pledge, which hamstrings la-
bor, and he still sits on the War Labor
Board, which is the instrument through
which the “double-cross” and the “betray-

al of labor” takes place daily.

We believe, however, that the lessons
are clear: labor should end the no-strike
pledge; labor should get off the WLB,
where it is a party to the big double-cross

" and the betrayal!

Communist-led ALP

Joins Tammany

When the Communist Party, along with
Sidney Hillman, chairman of the CIO Po-
succeeded in

capturing the machinery of New York’s

American Labor Party last fall, we pre-

dicted that the coup d’etat meant the end

of all independent political action by the

ALP in the state and city elections. This
_ had been borne out by the recent an-

nouncements on ALP endorsements of

candidates for the forthcoming elections.
The American Labor Party has gone
down the line for the Democratie candi-

° dates—from dog catcher to State Supreme

Court justices, from county clerks to the

candidate for the presidency of the United

litical Action Committee,

States.

 Why U. S. Workers Should Support National Liberation Struggles

By J. R. JOHNSON

The cracks in the German struc-
ture will naturally bring increased
activity and hopes in the European
underground and guerrilla move-
ments. Some people, good class-con-
scious workers and even some revo-
lutionaries, are raising the question:-
“Isn’t it time to break with Tito and
_the other resistance leaders who are
after all part of Anglo- American -
Russian imperialism?”

There is here a fine collection of
mistakes. First of all, when the
Workers Party declared that it sup-
ported the SLOGAN of national lib-
eration and recommended revolution-
ary socialists to join the -resistance
movements it did not thereby sup-
port, for example, Tito. No such

/ thing. What we do is to join a lot

of workers and peasants who of their
own accord joined up with Tito to
rid their country of a tyrannical and
murderous. oppressor. That we join
a group of workers or workers and
peasants and raise the slogan which
is most likely to rally them does not
in any way mean that we support
those who happen to be leading them.

The underground and guerrilla
movements, in France, in Yugoslavia,

" and in Greece are spontaneous mass
movements. The workers join them -

willingly: If they are not satisfied
with the movement they firy to
change it and if they do not succeed
they leave it and join another, or go

Wages have been
frozen at rates fifteen per cent above the
level of January, 1941, but profits have

While the party. never lived up to the
real principle of an INDEPENDENT po-
litical organization, playing ball with the
corrupt Tammany Hall machine, under
the control of the ‘right wing’ Dubinsky
group, the party at times ran independent
candidates. But with the victory of the
Stalinist-Hillman. forces, even limited in-
dependent political action has ended.

Under the domination of Representative
Vito Marcantomo, one of Earl Browder’s
fellow travelers, the ALP has made deals
with Tammany - type politicians all over
the state, accepting and endorsing reac-
tionary Democrats and dubious “win the
war” hacks. Not a single candidate has
been reported as mnnmg independently
on an ALP ticket.

What we said during the primary fight
about the ALP and a Communist-Hillman
victory is coming true as quickly as was
forecast. The next step after the elec-

_tions will in all probablhty be the dissolu-
tion of the ALP,

No Censorship on
Soldier's Reaning!

A once celebrated ‘cartoonist years ago drew a
picture of what the capitalist class regarded as the
perfect soldier. It showed the powerful man, tall,
broad-shouldered and with bulging biceps, but

ism is one who knows nothing and is incapable of
thHinking. He is merely an automatic machine
turned out for the single purpose of l:arrymg out
orders.

This is the essence of the congressional measure
pushed through by that reactionary Milquetoast
from Ohio, Senator Taft. The aim of the Taft
measure is to keep the soldier from reading-‘“po-
litical” books, papers, magazines or anything else
in print that might get him to think along parti-
san lines!

Does that mean that the GOP. senator from
Ohio wanis the soldier to read nothing? No, he
'is quite content that he read the Chicago Tribune
or any other reactionary writing which would in-
fluence him with anti-labor partisan politics. The
brass-hats string along with Taft.

We, however, are against any censorship of the
soldier’s reading material. We are for the com-
plete democratic right of the soldier to read any

“In-

mounting

ature and papers like LABOR ACTION, In ether
words, we are for his right to read what he pleases!
We see no reason why the soldier, just because
he wears a uniform, should- lose his democratic
rights. The whole thing smacks of rank hypocrisy.
High officers have their opinions and they speak
them out whenever they please. Being officers in
the Army never stopped them |from voicing pub-
licly their anti-labor, pro-big-business sentiments.
. Big business and the big business press has
flooded the armed forces with their labor-baiting
nhaterial. A Westbrook Pegler can have his anti-
social, labor-hating material printed in official
army papers, but pro-labor, anti-profiteering and,
of coursé, socialist literature and socialist papers
are either completely barred from or are handi-
capped in reaching the workers in uniform.

Expurgatorius” for the servicemen!
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without a head.” The ideal soldier under capital-

and all literature, and, that includes socialist liter-

All of labor must protest against any “Index

- Max Sﬁachfman' Wrifes on

THE TRAGEDY IN PHILADELPHIA

The Philadelphia transit “strike” was a tragedy in
more than one sense.

It created a- highly critical situation which the
labor movement was in a position to handle magnifi-
cently. It did not do so. It lost an opportunity to
demonstrate its caliber and stature in a erisis which
had more than local importance, for the “strike” was
of nation-wide and even international significance.

All the workers in the'Philadelph'ia transit sys-
tern went out on “strike” against the perfectly proper
and long overdue upgrading of eight Negro workers.

We do not believe for one minute that all these
workers, or even a majority of them, are poisoned by
the spirit of Jim Crow, which is the hallmark of
‘American capitalism. They would not, of their own
free will, take such an action as they did which could
only benefit the union-busting program of the com-

" pany. They were maneuvered into it, however, by an

aggressive and vicious miinority, of shady origin and
shadier connections. This minority was able to trick
the others into “striking” by demagogy, by intimida-
tion, by organized action which was not countered
by organized resistance.

COMPANY AIDED “STRIKERS”

Whether or not company officials, notorious for
their hatred of labor unions, were directly behind the
move or connived in it, has not been proved, although
it would not surprise us one hit if proof were forth-
coming. What needs no further proof, though, is the
fact that the company gave it§ tacit approval to the

\

walkout. The meetings to plan it were héld on com-
pany property and without the slightest company ob-
jection. The company encouraged the walkout by
the suggestion of its chief official, Mitten, that the-
upgrading of Negroes be suspended as a measure to
end the “strike,” Like every capitalist employer; the
transit company knows that if the workers can be kept
divided along lines of color, race or rellglon they are
easy prey.

But precisely because of the combany’s_;si_.nis'tér
interests in the shameful walkout, the organized labor
movement had a great opportunity, and an even

_greater duty, to step into the situation .and solve it

in its own way.

It is true that Michael Quill, Head of the CIO
Transport Workers Union, proceeded to ‘Philadelphia
and appealed to the men to call off their “strike.,” But
obviously his appeal was ineffectual. Among other
things, he could not—being a Stalinist who is head-
over-heels in favor of the war—give a very convine-
ing answer to the arguments of the reactionary

“strike” leaders that they were only_insisting on the _

same kind of segregation and discrimination against
Negroes which is the official practice of the U. S.
Army.

Quill, however, is only one man. In addition, there
is a big and powerful labor movement in Philadel-
phia. Why was it not mobilized in this crisis? Where
were its leaders and spokesmen, Murray, Hillman,
Thomas and the others? Here was an unparalleled
opportunity to show some of the statesmanship they
talk so much about. They showed absolutely nothing,

There Was Ano'i'her Way to End This Strike

WHAT LABOR SHOULD HAVE DONE

Thousands, and tens of thousands, of workers in
Philadelphia, both Negro and white, could have been
assembled to consider this tragic situation. Such an
assembly could easily have made clear to the transit
workers, to the entire population of the city, and in-
deed to the whole country, where labor really stood
in this erisis. It could have spoken and acted so clear-
ly that everybody would understand that these peo-
ple who are the carriers of Jim Crow poison speak
and act only for themselves, or only for the reaction-
aries whose tools they “are, and not for the labor
movement. A mobilization of the Philadelphia labor
movement, in meeting, parade or demonstration,
would have given enormous encouragement to the
majority of the transit workers who were 'duped or
intimidated into walking out. It would have showed
them, and made them feel, that they had friends,
powerful friends. It would have served to isoclate the
Jim Crow minority into the tiny, dirty corner where
they belong.

What is more, such a mobilization—which would
have been the’easiest thing in the world-to organize
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Labor missed this opportunity, and that is a down-
right tragedy.

This is not all. Labor did not intervene. But the ¢

government and its army did, and they helped bring
the walkout to an end. '

What is bad about that:_? it may be asked. Didn't
the army get the shamefuy ‘jstrike"' ended, and assure
the upgrading of the Negroes? ) i

If the army were to pl;t an end %o the Jim Crow

system in its own ranks, we might begin to consider
seriously the argument that it smashed Jim Crow on
the Philadelphia transit system!

From the standpoint of the interests of labor, both
~Negro and white, the intervention of the army was
another tragedy. It is true that the failure of the labor
movement to act in the situation made the action of
the army virtually inevitable., With what conse-
quence? With the consequence that from now on the
intervention of the government's armed forces in a
genuine and legitimate workers' strike will be justi-
fied by reference-to the “good work” they did in the
Philadelphia situation, and to the praise they got from
the labor leaders. And anyone who is even slightly
acquainted. with the history of the labor movement
and its struggles, knows that the armed forces—be
they policemen, national guardsmen or the army—
have never been called into a strike to protect the

_ interests of the workers, but just the other way

around.

After all, workers form organizations of their

—would kave had incalculably favorable effects upon
the Negro people, not only the eight transit workers
directly involved, but upon every Negro in the United
States. It would have been worth more than a mil-
lion words and a thousand pledges in proving what
we have always said and what we are still profmmrfA
1y convinced of—that the only hope of the Negro peo-
ple is the labor movement. That has been shown time
and- again. In Philadelphia, there was a splendid op-
portunity to show it once more and in a decisive way.

And still more, if the labor movement had handled
the situation in this way —and we have no doubt
about its effectiveness —it would have had a tre-
mendously favorable effect upon the American people
as a whole It would be a demonstration to them that
the organized working class is able to deal effectively,
and in a progressive way, with serious, difficult and
critical problems. It would have enhanced the pres-
tige of the labor movement tenfold throughout the
country. It would have given positivé emphasis to
labor's demands in general, and especially to labor's
right to have the dominant voice in the nation’s po-
litical affairs.

Labor Must Prevent a R.epe‘l'.iﬁOI"I of This Affair

own, excluding capitalists, because they realize that
nobody will protest labor’s interests except labor it-
self. If this were not true, they might just as well
join the Chamber of Commerce, or the Democratic
Party, and leave it at that. If this is true—and it most
certainly is—then anyone who by word or deed con-
tributes to the illusion that a force outside the work-
ing class will protect its interests, is helping to un-
dermine the very organizations that the working class
formed to protect itself. That is just what the official
labor leaders, from Quill to Murray and back again,
helped to do, whether they realize it or not. And
from that standpoint as well, the Philadelphia situa-
tion was a tragedy for the labor movement.

In the days to come, there may be—in fact there
surely will be—other Philadelphias. The fact that the
walkout took place in a Northern metropolis, and not
in the South, shows how nation-wide in scope is the
virus of Jim Crow and the problem it creates, The
forces of reaction, which live and prosper upon divi-
sions in the working class, will do their utmost to
spread this virus. They will try to continue pumping
into the workers the poison which American capital-
ism feeds them from childhood on: The tougher things
get, and. the harder the reactionaries find it to deal
with social problems, the more furiously will they
work at the Jim Crow pump. -

That is what the labor movement must watch out
for. That is why it must take to heart the lessons of
the Philadelphia Jim Crow “strike.” What is in-
volved is the very existence of the labor movement in
the days to come. It would be a fatal mlstake not to
understand this.

YELLOW PRESS...

““Pampering” the Jobless
With Bare Necessities

By MIKE WYLIE *

The guardians of the ‘“free press,” meémng
freedom to lie, conceal, misrepresent, slander and
otherwme confuse the millions of newspaper read-

ers in: the country, have given us a frank preview
“of how it intends to deal with the problems of
‘post-war unemployment and the workers’ demands

for economic security in the daﬁs to come.

In their editorials on the recently defeated
Murray-Kilgore bill, the capitalist pen prostitutes
raised a terrific howl that brought back memories
of their most evil and soulless performances in the
black days of the great depression.

In those days they attacked each appropriation
for relief, no matter how small or ineffectual, as
“socialistic” and leading to the “demoralization” of
the unemployed—as though the miserable hand-
outs of the Roosevelt Administration could be con-
ceived as anything mut the subsidized system of
starvation an dscarcity that it actually was!

Now they are at it again. Now they are bel-
lowing the same raucous tune. “Loafing Pay Bill”
is what the New York Daily News called the in-
adequate Murray-Kilgore measure. “A bill to
make unemployment blissful” is the frothy phrase
applied to it by Arthur Krock, the Tory phono-
graph record of the New York Times. :

The same newspaper in its lead editorial of
August 14 said “it would obviously make it more
profitable, and certainly more pleasant, for mil-
lions of men and women to be idle than to work.
Thirty-five dollars a week is greater than the aver-
age wage paid in industry before the war. It is
greater than the average wage paid even today in
the nation's textile industries and clothing indus-
tries, or in the nation’s retail trades. How many
people would ‘work for less when they could rest
for more?”

That quotation is worth several rereadings, be-
cause it describes in a nutshell the whole attitude
of the capitalist class and its journalistic echoes
to the problem.

Note that it does not DEPLORE the fact that
the average worker in this country had an annual
ncome that was substandard, that kept him and
his family in a state of perpetual poverty and in-
security, that subjected him to the economic ter-
rorization of a ruthless system.

The New York Times is worried over the pos-
sibility that a DOLE of twenty-five dollars a week
(the final compromise of the Murray-Kilgore bill)
for a family of three would seriously affect the
labor market of the open-shoppers, the slave-
shoppers and cut-throat manufacturers of EVERY
region of the country.

Yes, a relatively high rate of unemployment
compensation WOULD act as a floor under wages!
Yes, the manufacturers would only be able to find
hopeless idiots to work for them at thirty-five dol-
lars. a week if the rate of unemployment compen-
sation were the same amount! Besides, this amount
would ‘not be takable by ‘the’ goyernment forcing:
the government to turn to BIG BUSINESS for the
costs of running the sweet racket of BIG BUSI-
NESS, which it calls “free enterprise.”

That is why the New York Times, as spokes-
man for the capitalists, is so emphatic in its oppo-
sition to such measures as the Murray-Kilgore bill.

The capitalists are not interested in how many
men are thrown out of work nor in the pest-war
period. They have always claimed that a “reser-
voir of unemployed” is necessary to their system.
It pits the employed worker against the unem-
ployed worker in a competition for the available
jobs, thereby forcing down the wage levels of the
entire wotking population.

The capitalists ARE interested in keeping the
unemployed worker in a state of beggary and des-
peration so that they can DICTATE the terms and
conditions of life itself to the overwhelming ma-
jority of people over whom they exercise their
power. The capitalisis also require large numbers
of unemployed for use as STRIKE-BREAKERS
and GOON SQUADS AGAINST THE UNIONS.

By defeating the -Murray-Kilgore bill, which
was not a “job bill" but a measure to determine
the size of the unemployed dole, Congress has
spoken for the capitalist masters of the United
States. It gave the journalistic vuliures of the
capitalist press an opportunity to acelaim its defeat
with undisguised glee and relief.

But there will probably be twenty million un-
employed after the war, to which must be added
ten million returning servicemen. They have yet
to be heard from.

Honorable capitalists, senators and representa-
tives—what do you think THEY will say?

.

' ganization,

home. Many of the Yugoslavs left

Mikhailovitch to join Tito. Today
they say that they support Tito “be-
cause he is a good fighter.” That is
a capital summation of the whole
question. .

Same with the German soldiers.
They didn’t support Rommel because
he won victories in Egypt; and then
didn't support him because he was
beaten by Montgomery. In each case
a highly organized, stable capitalist

" state organized its capitalist army, .

facing all workers will the alterna-
tive: “Obey or else.”

But when the masses of workers
and peasants rush to join or to form
a guerrilla band or underground or-
that is something else.
True, the most perfect thing would
be for them to form a strictly class
organization. Sure we would prefer
that. Unfortunately it hasn't hap-
pened that way.

But, it can 'be argued, the large
majority of the workers in the U.
S. A, are in the Democratic or Re-
publican Partie§, and you of the
Workers Party repudlate all support
of those parties.

To that, the answer is simple
enough. Do the Republican or Dem-
ocratic Parties consist of masses of
workers fighting - for workers™ de-
mahds? - The question is not only
rhetorieal, it is ridiculous. If, during
the post-war period in America, a
fascist léader organized a part of the

army and fascists bands and attacked
the Roosevelt government; and if the
Roosevelt. government mobilized the
government and the workers to fight
against this American Franco, the
Workers Party would certainly fight
alongside the Roosevelt government.
Astonishing? Not at all. We did ex-
actly that in Spain in 1936-38. We

fought with the Loyalist capitalist -

government against Franco.

But did we support, Azana, Prieto,
Caballero, Negrin and other Loyalist
leaders? No such thing. The Trot-

' skyists fought with the Loyalist ar-

mies but continually pointed out to

the workers that no victory tould

be won over Franco unless the work-
ers themselves took over the power.

“Ah!” says our sectarian, “I note
that you say in the post-war period.
That is our case. This is an imperial-
-ist war.” And he concludes trium-
phantly: “Tito’s army is tied to the
United Nations. If even you SAY you
do not support him, by joining his
forces you are supporting one side
of the imperialst war.”

Frankly, ths is a form of insanity.
Imagine that the Japanese have land-
ed on the West Coast, have defeated
the U. S. government and army and
begin the persecution and plunder of
the people. The American workers,
deserted by the capitalists, begin to

organize  themselves in their own

bands in order to fight against this

intolerable oppression. Nobody com-

pels them to do so. They do it be-
cause they cannot live under this de-
struction of their living standards
and their rights and their pride.
Some U. S. golonel or even NCO or-
ganizes and leads this fight. He is
capitalistic in his ideas. Soon there
gather around him some representa-
tives of the U. S. A. capitalist re-
gime who begin to direet the move-
ment as far as they can toward the
restoration of the defeated and dis-
credited American capitalistic re-
gime. What do some people propose?

our sectarians leave it then?

That becausé the workers who form
the main body of the movement do
not declare for socialism, the social-
ists in it must denounce the move-
ment—and leave it.

This, we repeat, is a form of insan-
ity. In addition, it shows great igno-
rance of revolutionary politics. Sup-
pose the movement was entirely a
workers’ movement,
nothing else but workers, -calling it-
self the American Workers Move-
ment for National Liberation, would
Ac-
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consisting of

cording to their logic, if this work-
ers’ movement did not come out for
socialism they would have to. If that
is correct, then why don't Ehey leave
the CIO and the AFL now? These
are workers’ movements, They are
committeed to the eyes in support
of the imperialist war. Yet nobody
proposes to leave these movements.
No, we stay and fight the reactiopary
bureaucrats with our program.

Isn't this wisdom? Can't these
people see that the ruling class and
the labor bureaucrats in America
have to sweat and strain and exhaust
themselves to keep the workers
thinking that their first, considera-
tion must be*the imperialist victory?2
And can't they see that in France,
Yugoslavia, Greece (and it would be
the samre in an invaded and con-
quered United States), the workers
themselves would, demand that the
first thing to be done was to drive
out the people who were squeezing
the life out of them? Are the work-
ers wrong to think so? Such reason-
ing passes comprehension.

No! What these purists want is to
mobilize the workers at one and ‘the
same time to fight against the Ger-
mans who are oppressing them to-
day and, with the same energy and
vigor against the United Nations who
‘will pppress them  tomorrow: You

~can't do it. The werkers would not

listen. And.they would be perfectly

‘correct—what the reactionaries do is

to use the legitimate wishes of the
workers for their own capitalist pur-
poses. The socialists try to use the
legitimate desires of the workers for
the purposes of socialism. The work-
ers look upon Tito as being a good
fighter for national liberation. We
want them to follow us, and they
will'de so only if to begin with we
are as good or better fighters than
Tito. But we don’t support Tito. We

denounce him, yesterday, today and -

tomorrow

e have our own platform. We
are against subordinating the work-
ers’ struggles to imperialism, whether
in America, Yugoslavia, Italy or
France. But why that should mean
that I must not devote my own en-
ergies to breaking the German foot
that is on my chest and blunting the
German bayonet that is on my throat,
is beyond my comprehension. To-
morrow the workers' movement may
be reconstructed. Does anyone think
we get rid of the deGaulles and the
Titos? No, they turn up now in the
workers’ movement as union leaders,
even calling themselves socialists
sometimes. That struggle goes on,

' wherever the masses of the workers

are. It does not stop. It will go on
right up to the socialist revolution.
It will go on after, in the soviet state
itself. We must get our minds clear
on these tlungs in these cntxcal

times,

TR R R e e
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