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WE SAY—

Labor Must Form an
Independent Labor Party

LABOR ACT

WE ARE FOR—

A Guaranteed:
Annual Wage
For All Worker!

FEBRUARY 26, 1945

A PAPER IN THE INTERESTS OF LABOR

ONE GENT

TEXTILE WORKERS UNION
SCRAPS NO-S

UAW Fig

CHICAGO—After months of rumors
of the unprecedented raiding plass of
the UAW-CIO, this big union has
finally opened an all-out drive to “ab-
sorb” the tiny Communist-dominated
Farm Equipment & Metal Workers
Union—also CIO. This drive opened
in February at the Caterpillar plant
in -Peoria, the biggest but weakest
link in the Farm Equipment chain.

he executive board of the Cat-
erpillar local led off first by announc-
ing its adherence to the UAW,
whereupon thé majority of the board
members were expelled by the FE
national office and the local was put

under the ditatorship — pardon, we "
_.mean - administration — of . Gerald

Fielde, Stalinist boss of FE. .
But the UAW was ready with sgv-

enteen orgamgers who, within a few
days, signed Up a majority of the 17,-
000 Caterplllar workers. The FE un-

" ion, with legal bargaining rights, had '

never been able to. get a majority of
these warkers into the umen

FRANKENSTEEN ON SPOT .. .

“Plans” have beén_ announced for
Reuther, Frankensteen and’ ‘Thomas,
the top UAW léaders, to speak in this

drive;and Frankensteen has already .

appeared at a mass meeting in Pe-

oria,

According to the rumors which
have her;qlded this campaign—and

_which are being borne out step by
“step — Frankensteen is to be

charge of the growing Agrieultqral
Implement Division of the UAW. His
Aircraft Division may fold up after

the war and this may be a deal to- '

keep the “honorable vice-president”
in charge of an important division.

Or it may be a Reuther maneuver
to put Frankensteen on the spot in
relation to the Communists. In any
case, Brother Frankensteen is now
in the, a.m:ddle leading a raid on a
Stanmgt CIO' union.

Commumst-Led
Farm Equipment

yut in’

hts

According to the rumors, which
have now reached the pages of the
gleeful Chicago press, the drive is
coming to Chicago next, to “absorb”
the FE union locals in the Interna-
tional Harvester plants,

HARVESTER LOCALS NEXT?

If Caterpillar and the various Har-
vester locals should go UAW, the FE
union would be reduced from 40,000
members to less than half that size.
There would be very little FE left,
except small and scattered locals, en-
tirely unable to support an interna-
tional union.

The Communists, who exclusively
man the FE national offices, are run-
ning about like chickens with their
heads cut off. First, they all rushed
to Peoria and talked as big as Mus-
solini. Now they have abandoned. that
sinking ship and come back to Chi-
cago, on the verge of nervous break-
downs, Their every move and pro-
nuuncement only weakens ' thelr po-
sition, because they have nothlng to
stand -on.- They richly-<€eserve.-the

- fate"'in " store for them—to be re-

maved: unceremomously from all. po-
sitions of leadership in the wunion
movement. :

They deserve this because they are
also guilty of a trade union line of
kow-tawmg to the corporations, the
government and .the Democratic poli-
ticians all along the way, instead of
standing up and leading the workers
in their efforts to build a strong labor
movement.

They also deserve this for their un-
democratic actions in (1) expelling
opposition leaders of he Tractor local;
(2) introducing lies and slander into
the ‘campaign for McCormack - Har-
vester's delegates to the convention
and (3) seizing bundles of LABOR
ACTION from a lady distributing
them at the McMormack gate.

Remember the
Madison Square
Demonstration?

By SOL RAYO

The. Workers Party has a tradition
of fighting against Nazism which goes
back many years and of which it is
justly proud. February 20, 1845,
marks the sixth anniversary of the
demonstration of over fifty thousand
people, led by Workers Party mem-
bers, at that time part of the Social-
ist Workers Party, which was in the
demonstration against the Nazi Bund
meeting at Madison Square Garden

S

in New York City.

Every other organization without
exception—the Communist Party, the
Socialist Party, the Democratic Par-
ty, the Republican Party, the church-
es; the synagogues, the Mayor, the
liberal newspapers — were against
such ‘action by the people. Every pro-
fessional patriot who screams bloody
murder against the German. people
today raised a restraining hand to

(Continued on page 3)

Max Shachtman Speaking at the Madison Square Demonstration

At Yaltaq, the Big Three Decided on

POLAND:

ment of Poland.

GERMANY:

grab.

GREECE:

countries.

£ i

A Partition

They altered the borders of the country over whose mdependenu the war began.
They granted to Stalin all territory east of the Curzon Line.

They included land that had never belonged to Russia. .

They recognized Stalin's hand-picked Lublin Committee as the Pro\rlsiontll Govern-

The "broadening” of the government is to come only after Stalin's GPU completes
its purge of all opponents!

They decided to give German territory to Poland to compensate for the Russian

They have agreed to give a piece of the country to France.
They agreed to enslave millions of German workers.
They decided to set up a joint military rule of the country.
They decided to punish the "Nazi criminals,”
capitalists, industrialists and ﬁnancief’s wllose agents the Nazis are..

They said nothing about British atrocities in Greece.
They decided that all the powers shall. share in ﬂle suppresslon of the “liberated"

THEY DID ALL THIS AND MORE, IN THE NAME OF THE ATLANTIC CHARTER, WHOSE
PRINCIPLES ARE THAT THE PEOPLE SHAI.I. DECIDE. WE SAY—

Hands Off EUl'Op T
- Let the People Dec:de
Thelr Own Fate!

of Europe

but said nothing about the German

e

Local Fights for Contract

By JAMES SHEA

CLEVELAND — Although Cleveland
union officials promised to carry the
fight for contracts with municipali-
ties to the Supreme Court, the chief
hope for official recognition (and that

"a slim one) seemed io be legislation.

The decision by Thomas Meaney,
president of the Streetcar Men's Un-
ion and other local officials to con-
tinue the fight was -made after Com-
mon Pleas Judge Alva Corlett ruled
that the Cleveland  Transit Board
could not legally sign a contract with
any labor organization. Corlett based,
his judgment on the fact that there
is- no law specifically granting the
city authority to do so.

This was immediately recogmzed
by some  unionists as the old run-
around always given labor in the
courts. Labor can expect nothing and
will get nothing from courts con-

Vinson Vetoes Raises, But P‘rofits" Climb

By WALTER WEISS

When the War Labor Board, after
a year of stalling, granted the steel
workers a few measly cents, Eco-
noric Stabilizer Vinson was deeply
disturbed.

He couldn't veto the raise because
—even Phil Murray would have been
unable, in such a situation, to hold
the workers in line on the no-strike
pledge.

And we don’t mean the steel work-
ers alone.

So—

1. Vinson approved the insignifi-
cant wage increases.

2. At the same time he found a
way, with OPA assistance, to grant
the steel monopolists price hikes on
five products. Since them a sixth
product has been added to the list.
And trade papers are confident that
soon an OPA “study” will justify
more gravy for the companies.

All this in spite of an OPA report

trolled, lock, stock and barrel, by big
business. However, the union should
continue with the fight; if only to

.show the collusion between the

courts and capital. A drive should be
begun immediately to incorporate
into the city charter provisions for
contracts between the city and labor
organizations. The aid of all labor
unions in Cleveland should be en-
listed. The complete support of all
Cleveland working men would en-
sure its success.

This case, which has been before
the courts for over a Yyear, was
watched by labor and capital all over
the country. This decision, coming at
this time, just beéefore the annual ne-
gotiations befween the wunion and
management, is an attempt to put the
union in a compromised position.

®

CLEVELAND — Discrimination
against three Negro nurses by the U.
S. Army has been protested ta gov-

showing that steel profits are four
times as high as in the pre-war pe-
riod. ’

In this way Vinson “proved” to the
workers that higher wages mean
higher prices, a higher cost of living.

3. Having “proved” his point, Vin-
son ordered the WLB to grant no
more “fringe” demands — vacations
with pay, night shift bonuses, etc.—
before checking with OPA as to the
effect on prices. -

Vinson and the WLB have been
arguing about his order for iwo
months now without reaching a de-
cision. Here is- a new method of de-
lay which must delight the WLB ex-
perts on stalling.

4, Not being a complete dope, Vm-
son decided that his pill needed a
sugar-coating. For sugar he decided
to use an old idea (1943 model) of
Dr. No-More-New-Deal Roosevelt—a
“rollback” of prices. He figured that
the labor leaders and liberals would
fall for that.

ernment officials by Miss Pearl Mit-
chell, executive secretary of the
Cleveland chapter of the NAACP.
These nurses were informed by Ma-
jor Edna Groppe of the Army Nurse
Corps that “we have no facilities for
Negro cadets in Army hospitals.”

These three cadet nurses were
among the top iwenty of their class,
who' are eligible to receive the last
six months of their fraining in Army
hospitals “if they so desire.” Miss
Louise Pringle; chief nurse at City
Hospital in Cleveland and president
of the official organization of Negro
nurses, said that this case was “typi-
cal of Army treatment of Negro
nurses.” “This is enly an example of
the injustices done to Negro nurses
nationally. We have 2,000 Negro
nurses available for military service.
Only 219 have so far been accepted
from the entire nation and many whoe
have attempied to join have been
discouraged.”

It so happened that the two big
cases next on the WLB's agenda were
those of the textile and the packing-
house workers.

Public members of the WLB de-
cided that the least they could get
away with in the textile case was a
fifty-five-cent minimum and a few
fringe demands. And the packing-
house workers, extremely restless,

-would have to be given a little some-

thing, too.

Stabilizer Vinson, however, has tied
up these two cases and many others
as well.

Meanwhile we have been treated
to a big publicity campaign against
the black market in meat. For the
first time a so-called ceiling has been
placed on livestock. We needn't tell
our readers how much effect this has
had on their pocketbooks and their
diets. But the big packers, whose
profits were, even in 1942, up 335 per
cent over pre-war levels (this accord-
ing to an OPA study), have had their

IKE PLEDGE!

The first mighty concrete blow against the No-Strike Pled;i
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was delivered by the Textile Workers Union. lts Executive Board, -

meeting in New York at the same time that the powerless WLB
granted a meaningless 55 cents an hour minimum wage for the

industry, announced- that "it had released 100,000 memiurs in 4

53 mills" from the onerous pledge.

This was the answer of the union after having been qlvnn a

repeated run-around for many months by the WLB, Director of
Stabilization Vinson and President Roosevelt, who has remalmd
adamant in his refusal to lift the freeze on wages.

The resolution of the Textile Workers Union denounced _i‘iiq
position taken by the government on wages, pointing out that the
textile industry pays the lowest wage of any basic manuf acturmg'

industry in the country.

Substandard wages have been the ‘rule in the textile mllls of
the country, especially in the South. All the efforts of the umon
for more than a year to increase wages and raise:the minimum
wage have run against the stone wall of the WLB and Roosevelt,

Took nghi' S'I'ep

_EMIL RIEVE

Run-Around Expert

WILLIAM H. DAVIS = -

subsidies rmsed as part nt the pro-
gram, .

The latest eampaign, 'which is still
rolling, is ‘the clothmg rollback. On
Jahudty 23, OPA and the War Pro-
duction Board promised to cut cloth-
ing prices six to séven per ceént. ‘This
was front-page news.

It's a meat trick. The textile and
packinghouse workers musin’t rock

. the boat by insisting on excessive de-

mands. If they do, meat prices will
go up and clothing prices. won't go
down. They will be raising the cost
of living for themselves aml every-
body else. Get it?

This Vinson is a clever fe}low, isn't
he?

SCANDAL IN TEXTILES

On the very day of the front-page
rollback announcement Emil Rieve,
president of the Textile Workers
Union, released a scandalous story
about the wage and price .situation

' —or the increase is taken up by

Now that the WLB has lost’ ail
power to act, Emil Rieve, union
president, declared that it was. i
a waste of time to even bother:
about the Board. S & |

Rieve.further dlsclosed that

the union had been “deluged: by. Tes
quests for walk-outs in.telegrams' by
the bushel” This statement..is: the
clearest explanation of the- t::ue feel
ings of the textile’ workers: /. ..

WLB ACTS TOO LATE" =1« i
" The most: ludicrous: aspect- of; the: -
whole situation -was the franticieffogt.
made by the WLB. tu—halt ihe agt[ n
of the Textile executive. After kicks. =
ing the case around for months:and. .
weeks, it rushed through: its decisi.é__n_
knowing full well that the union was
completely fed up with their stalling:,
The decision grants a fifty-five cents
an hour pay base for numerous J(JSE
in the industry. But.

The WLB has no pqwer to pnt I.II\W
effect even this measly increase. Uns
der the ruling of Stabilization Dlreﬁ_-
tor Vinson, all decisions of the | e
are subject to his review. If he datefu 1o
mines that any wage: increase mlgﬁl . &
affect the price structure of any [ivi’l A
industry, that ends the wage increzht

SR T,

granting price increases fo. the profs
iteering, industrialists. (See story by
Walter Weiss on this page.) No money
is actually involved in the Board’s
action. &
Testimony as to the utler maamn ‘
lessness of the increase granted is :
supplied by William H. Davis, Chaif- 1
man of the WLB, who opined that. the
WLB felt that the workers shou l‘l'
have an even hlgher minimum; wm 4
than the one he ordered. Then ‘He i
added: “But the board must use ik
best judgment '(!) as to the extent’ tU' P
which substandards. of living can @
corrected without creating unstak e 3
unemployment, conditions.” The saﬁ‘le; ; ?
old blarney. But. any old arguméht
goes to keep from giving the work&fS-
their due. 2 4
If he thought, however, that this
ruse (granting a wage increase at'the
thirteenth hour) would influence’ the
union, the result has thus far turiéd
out differently. After hearing -of ‘the
Board's decision, President Rie e
stated: SR

(Continued on page 2)

in textiles. It did not make the ﬁ‘éht
pages.

Rieve's story revealed part o! ‘a
“confidential report” by a textile
lobbyist to his employers. Later, .
February 11, the New York dai
PM, printed the whole report, .

The lobbyist boasted of having hald
extremely satisfactory conferences on
both wages and prices with “Askist-

ant President” Byrnes, Stabilizer
Vinson and - OPA Admlni?stfifar ;
Bowles. T

SRR e e s

it

e

The latter two gentlémen admi' {he
conferences but indignantly . dény
that the lobbyist, Jacobs, was ablé o
influence them in any way. '

The exact degree of honest
these denials isn't too important: All
of Mr. Roosevelt's admlmstrators
have always shown the tendersst re-
gard for the profiteers in any: event,
since they themseélves coime from the
same circles.

Take Mr. Bowles, formerly a: b:g

(Continued on page 2) ;
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LABOR ACTION

February 26, 1945

By David Coohdge

'MASS ACTION:

Jor‘rnﬂs;_f’rnom A
CROSS-COUNTRY TOUR

/

On the train on my way to Cali-
fornia, I read an advertisement of

the ?ennsylvania Railroad in the
Chicago Defender. “America’'s Lead-

ing Railroad” wants to hire some
more Negroes. They are short of help.
Do they want these Negroes for con-
ductors? No. Do they want them for
engineers, firemen, {elegraphers,
clerks, stewards? No. That's not what
the war's being fought for. It's being
fought for something nobler, some-
thing more sublime: democracy. Ne-
groes don't enter that door. That en-
trance is marked “white only.”

No, the Pennsylvania Railroad
wants more Negroes for their kitch-
ens and as waiters in their dining
cars. To entice Negroes to join up

the Perinsylvania tells us about one
Negro famxly in their employ: the
Lamberts, This family has served the
Pennsylvania “faithfully” for'a total
of 147 years: —IN THE KITCHEN
AND DINING CAR. But this is a real
success’ story. For the Lamberts have
been promoted. They advancéd from
dishwasher to cook 'and waiter dur-
ing the cotirse of their 147 years of

“faithful service.” Only ‘one 6f them

became a Wwaiter, howéver; the oth-

.ers have remained in the kl}chen
f

ONLY MENIAL JOBS

‘The 'Pennsylvania ad says: “The
company likes the calibre of the fam-
ily;' (PIl ldy odds they do. The
slave - owners _liked 'their _kitchen
"Help also, So long as they sfayed in
the kitchen) the “family likes the
character of the company.” I don’t

L]

know about this, I haven't talked to
the Lamberts. But I'll lay odds again
that some of the Lambertis would like
to get out of that kitchen,

Why ‘Haven’t some of the-Lamberts
or “some other Negroés been pro-
mioted 1o, dining car steward, to in-
spector, or’ put in charge of the com-
missary department'? Just one rea-
soh: they ‘are Negroes. Any job out-
side' the‘kitchen or carrylng a'tray is
a ““white ‘man’s job.” Senator East-
land of Mississippi says that this is
what the war is belng fought for and
evidently the Pennsylvania Railroad
agrees: to keep the Negroes in the
kitchen. "

That's what the 'slave: owﬁel‘s
thought and maﬂy Northerners, “too.
1t took a few slave revolts and a76ivil
war to change some people’s minds.

N
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Out of the Past

'Big Bill' Haywood:
American Labor Titan

William Dudley Haywood was born
to working class parents in Salt Lake
City in 1869, when the West was still
the frontier of America,

“Bill Haywood was well over six
feet tall, a man of great physical
strength. In his youth he had lost
the sight of one eye, over which he
wore a patch. His hands bore the
scars of hard toil. He was self-edu-
‘cated, having reéad Darwin, Shake-
speare and Voltaire by candlelight in
lonely Western mining camps after a
day s work.

' When he was ffteen, he left home
fo'go to werk in a miine. An old min-
er, a member of the Knights of La-
bor, was lns first teacher in the prin-

~ ciples of trade tnionism.

In Mady, 1886, seventeen - year - old
Bill Haywood read the account of
the arrest of eight anarchists accused
of throwing a bomb into the meeting
at which one of them was speaking
at Haymarket Square in Chicago. The
sentence of hanging for seven of the
eight anarchists, who ,were clearly
innocent, made a deep impression on
him. He wrote in his autobiography
“It was a turning point in my life.”

WESTERN MINE FEDERATION

Some time later, in Silver City,
Idaho, where Bill went to live with
"his wifée and two childréh, he joined
the Western Federation of Miners. In
1898, he was elected a delegate from
the Silver City local to the conven-
tion of the WMPF. At that convention
he saw Sam Gompers, who had come
seeking the affiliation of the WFM
. to’ the AFL. Haywood described him
as “this undersizéd individual that
called itself the leader of labor,” His
contempt for Gompers was an ex-
préssion of his belief in industrial
unionism as opposed to the narrow
craft set-up of the AFL.

“Haywood became the - secretary-

 treasurer of the Western Federation

of Miners and was an organizer,
Speake‘r and writer for the union.
He engaged personally in almost all
“the ‘bitter struggles of the Western
Miners to better their working con-
“ditions. The workers called him,
informally and affectionately, "Blg
Bill.” The employers and their sher-
nfs treated with with cold deference,
which masked a desire to get him out

- of the way.

Tn 1905, the convention which es-
. tablished the Industrial Workers of
the World foind Bill Haywood pres-
enl. in the company of his friend and
enmra,de, ‘Géne Debs of the Socialist
l’arty. Debs was soon to come to his
defense in flaming a_rtieles in the
“Appeal to Reason.” Bill Haywood,
with the other leaders of the WFM,
was ‘arrested and charged with the
‘murder of ex-Governor Stuénberg of
fdaho. Haywood was the' central fig-
ure in the biggest labor case since
the Haymarket martyrs. He took the

leo.

Mont'y Ward Worker
Likes Labor Action

Gentlemen:

After reading a friend's copy ot"

‘LABOR ACTION, I am convinced

that it is the only newspaper that is’

‘not prmted for capital’s interests. I
regret that I dldn’t become acquaint-
‘ed with -your newspaper at the time
of the Montgomery Ward dispute.
‘Being a former Local 20 member, I
would have enjoyed seeing the-truth

" ‘about Mr. Slavery Aveéry in at least

one paper in the country.
I am enclosing a money order cov-

"ering the cost of one year's subscrip-

tion.
E. L.

Reuder Sends Note

From Southern Worker'

Chicago, Il
To the Editor of LABOR ACTION:
What. are the no-strike pledge and
‘the “impartial” government agencies

" ‘doing to organized labor? They are

eating the heart out of our Unions

and léading us in the diréction of
domestic fascism. If the labor move-

" ment doesn’t stand up and fight for.

He Becarne D:s:llusmned in “The Workers' Fatherland,” Russia

opportunity to depict the strnggles
of ‘the 'miners for ‘a ‘decent’ life. The
trial ‘and his acquittal made him a
national figure,

“When ‘the’ trial was over he ‘was,

oﬂ’ereﬂ ‘money "to appear in lecture
Halls 'and theaters all over the coun-
try. He i.nrhed ‘dowit the luérative
offérs 2
totir ‘under ‘the ‘auspices of 'the’ So-
cialist Party. He sﬁoke ‘to 45,000 'in
Dhicagn 37,000 ih Milwaukée and to
huge audiéncés in other cities,

From 1908 to 1917, the IWW with
Bill Haywood at its head, organized
the unskilled workers in"great num-
bers. But' ‘American ‘entry into the
war in' 1917 brought down upon' the
IWW ithe "police power of' the 'state
and the hystéria of “patriotic” mobs.
Bill Haywood atnid '100. otHer ledders
of the IWW were atréstéd for their
anti-war. statements and tried in Chi-
cago under the Sedition Act. They
were convicted, given fantastically
long sentences and sent to Leaven-
worth, Prison. 3

‘In 1919, Hdywood was released on
bond, He joined the Communist Par-
ty, which had been formed by left-
wingers who had left the Socialist
Party.

d instead made a @ealﬂng .

The defense lawyers were attempt-
ing to get the case reviewed by the
Supreme Court, but there was small
hope of a favorable outécome. Hay-
wood and his friends decided that
he should leave the country to go to
revolutionary Russia, rather than
spend the rest of his life in jail, He
was on the deck of the ship as it
passed the Statue of Liberty. He
wrote in his memoirs: “Saluting the
old hag with her uplifted torch, I
said: ‘Goodbye, you've had your back

turned on me too long. I'm going to

the land of freedom.'”

He died in Russia in 1928, eqmplete-
ly disillusioned about the “Workers
Fatherland,” hating the Stalinist bu-
reaucracy and their ‘exploitation of
the workers in the name of their fake
socialism, In his last years he was
desperately anxious to return to
America to participate fn the move-
ment of his native land.

One-half his ashés were buried
under the Kremlin Wall, The other
half was sent to Waldheim Cemetery
in Chicago, where the Haymarket
martyrs, whose victimization had so
impressed the young Haywood, are
buried.

NEWS AND VIEWS FROM THE LABOR FRONT!

labor draft.

reasons he gives.

While in Tios Ang‘eles the ‘other day, Ecidie R:ckenbacker was inter-
viewed by one of Hearst's anti-labor newspapers for his opinion on the
)

“It-is both undemocrahc and too late,” said Rlckenbacker (The
"tmdemoeratle” aspect wouild be okay if it weren't “too late )

“If we go to fored labior,” he added, “we 'are runnmg ‘the ‘risk of
d:ctatorshlp and nullification of the Bill of Rights.” (This nullification
of the Bill of Rights and dictatorship would again seem to be okay to
Rickenbacker if it weren’t too late.)

This opposition to the labor draft doesn’t -mean Rlckenbaeker has
changéd his stripes. You ecan't trust the axiom, “I look to see what
Rickenbacker's doing, then I do the opposite,” as you can see by the

its rights, it will gét weak and ner-
vous, just as the French labor move-
ment did before 1939. It will become
prey to its enemies.

Of course, I have confidence that
American labor will wake up to its
danger before that point is reached,
and in the UAW we can see signs of
life right now.

But here are two paragraphs from
the letter of a Southern worker
which I have just received, and
which are iypical of the feelings of
many good wunion men, weighted

‘down by the present-day bargaining

methods.
R. G.
Chicago, Il

At the present time I am rather -
‘busy. As you probably know, we. are
back in the negotiating stage. The

WLB feels that they have not wasted
enough time so they insist that we
go through the business again. We
will go through it again and we will
undoubtedly wind up with a dis-
puted case. Then we will be back
exactly where we were six or seven
months ago, with the possible excep-
tion that things -might be facilitated

Readers Take the Floor . . .

due to some of the fence-walking
“decisions” the board has handed
down since that time.

The president of the company is
just as sweet ‘as ever. He Just sits
there and smilés: nicely, pretending
that he has forgotten ‘what our de-

mands were. And when we read,

something about a new semority
clause, he says: “I don’t think we
should put all of those new clauses
in the confract. It would just com-
plicate things miore. Now let’s see
what the old contract had to say on
that.” Then he reads the ‘¢lause from
the old contract and says: “Now
that's a good clause. We never did
have any, trouble because of it. I just
don’t think your new clause is fair.”
This sort of bunk I will listen to all
day tomorrow until I will bégin to
feel like an anarchist and be iempted
to rid the world of one stmker by
performing a brave deed But m-
stead I will probably just sit there
and make wise- cracks and antagonize
the b—, which in turn’ keeps me
from getting a raise (if I got a nickel
I wotld be making .80 'per hour and
I would be wealthy).

By T. R. COBB

The first issue of the’ Ra.nk and
Filer, the newspaper publlshed by
the National UAW-CIO Rank and
File'Steeririg Committee and just re-
ceived at this ‘officé, marks a- mem-
orable ‘and  tremendously important
event in the annals of American la-
bor history.

"It is an event that réflects the te-
surgence of fighting trade unionismn
in ,the Unlteﬂ States, an event that
was Shaped ahd brought to fruition
out of the very lives and needs of the
rank and file membét's of the United
Auto Workers of America.

The story of the organization of the
Rank and File Caucus at the 1944
convention of the UAW in Grand
Rapids is of itself one of the bright-
est spots in a half decade of labor re-
treats and defeats.

As early as the Buffalo convention
in 1943, militant rank and filers and
local leaders began the struggle to
save their union from the crippling
effects ‘of the no-strike pledge and
the WLB perpetual run-around. From
the lowliest production worker and
the highest skilled tool and diemaker
alike came identical expressions of
bitterness and resentment:

A PLEDGE FOR NOTHING

The top leaders of the UAW and
t'he national CIO had given President
Roosevelt an unauthorized pledge
not to strike—in return for which
prices were to be held in line.

But the cost of living was allowed
to soar upwards at an alarming rate
while wages were frozen under the
vicious Little Steel formula.

The 'top leaders of the UAW and
the national CIO promised the rank
and file eguitable adjustment ‘of their
grievances by the War ' Labor Board
and-a “sympathetic” President.

But ‘the War Labor Board proved
anti-labor to the core, stalling inter-
minably and deliberately, while the
corporation big shots laughed up their
sleeves and provoked wildcat strikes
by their open arrogance.

This was the ‘background for the
first efforts of the restive rank and
file. Such figures: as 'Emil Mazey of
the Briggs local and Tém De Lorenzo
of the Brewster local led its opening
battles, but the 'time “was not yet
ripe for a ‘full-scale offensive. That
day came quickly, however.

RANK AND FILE ORGANIZE

By the time of the Grand Rapids
convention in late Sep\\.ember 1944,
whole sections of the UAW were in
open revolt against the suicidal poli-
cies of its top leadership. Fresh, in-
telligent, militant leaders sprang up
from the ranks to take positions 'of
prominence alongside of those who
were already up t0 their necks in the
fight.

And this time they were ORGAN-
1ZED.

Somewhere and somehow they had
relearned and put into practice the
old . lesson ‘that had once .built the
UAW into the most powerful union
in the world —IN ORGANIZATION
THERE IS STRENGTH!

The rest is history — history that
lives today in a surging and ever-
growing movement of true rank and
file sentiment and ambition.

Wage Rise Vetoed:

(Contitiued from  page 1)
advertising man. He has been ac-
cused by the cotton textile mills of
intending to cut their profits to $325,-
000,000 a year! Does he ask them what
would be wrong With that? Does he
remind them of theéir patriotic "duty
to make sacrifices for the war effort?

He does not. He assures them sol-
enmly and honestly that he has no
desire to interfere with their profits,
and he: gwes figures to prove; {;hls

In peacetime. ‘he éays, the mills

Wete 'earning '$60,000,000 a year. In
'l_!lﬂ ‘their profits rose to $340,000,000,
almeost 500 per cent above the peace-
time level! (These, by the ‘way, are
the lowest figures: we have seen for
text:le profits.) ,

Having recently given the mills an
extra $100,000,000 yearly in tempo-

rary price increases, the OPA is wor-
ried that it went just a little too far.
It wants to cut tofal profits to—
$325,000,000 a year.

Such profits are, surely, big news.
‘But the New York Tines of February
18 buried the story in its business
section. ) )

Similarly buried has been the story
of what the great six or seven per
cent rollback will actually amount to.

PM of February 18 reports that the,

program has been killed"by various
technical “tricks. PM, to be sure, is a
liberal newspaper, but the business
papers (not read by workers) have
been saying the same thing for some
time now.

On February 7 the Journal of
Commerce, which usually complains
about OPA’s control of profits, quoted
a War Production Board official as

The Rank and File “Steering Com-
mittee waged nothing less than a
crusade ‘'on the convention floor 'at
Grand Rapids. ' It demanded — and
won-—a national 'referefidum o6n ‘the
continuance of ‘the no-strike. plédge
within the UAW. It was the greatest
rank and file victory in years and
filled thousands of struggling mili-
tants in other unions with new hope
and inspiration.

Returning home to théir localities,
the Rank and File Steering Commit-
tee soon discovered what powerful
forces were arrayed against them.

They found the 'top' leadership,
particularly in the persons of R. J.
Thomas, George F. Addes and Rich-
ard T. Frankensteen, enjoined by a
convention resolution to remain im-
partial, disloyally using their offices
to attack the Rank and File Com-
mittee and its leaders. '

They found the Communist Party,
paced by its filthy sheet, misnamed
the Daily Worker, waging a campaign
of scabby slander and abuse against
the rank and file and its militant pro-
gram.

They witnessed a ‘foul campaign
whipped up against them by the pen-
servants of the auto manufacturers
in the Detroit newspapers.

But if the Rank and File Commit-
tee is short on funds and friends
such as its opponents possess, it is
long on courage and the 1ndub1tab]e
correctness of ‘its cause.

The four-page, tabloid-size paper
which its National Steering Commit-
tee has published is a labor declara-

Profits Ai

saying that the low-price textile or-
der “has been emasculated to the
point that it'is hardly recognizable.”

On February 15, the textile editor
of this same paper wrote:

“It is becoming more apparent that
the low and middle price apparel
program...is likely to register its
greatest immediate eﬂect:venesg in
the fields of publicity and politics, As
one market observer stated yester-
day, the progra.m itse‘lf seems to be
‘getting Weaker and ‘Weaker.”

He goes on to say that the rollback
announcément of January 23 served
to ease the public’s mind and to off-
set labor's demands for revision of
the Little Steel formula.

Of course! Those were its purposes,
The same thing has happened many
times in the past. Everything from
peanut butter to cigars has been

ProgréSsive UAW “Rank and File”

Issues Its Own Newspaper

tion of independerice in more ways
than one.

In.ah excellent article by Frank
Marquart, the proposed labor draft
act is condemned for the anti-union
rEgiment'ation it is. Larry Yost,
chairman of the National Steering
Committee, is the author of an arti-
cle explaining the lessons of the
committee’s first battles. A box on
page three contains the slogan
“Build a Labor Party” and the issue
prints in full the Rank and File pro-
gram and program of organization.

The Rank and Filer is edited by
Johnny Zupan of Ford Bomber Local
50. Larry Yost and Art Hughes serve
on the editorial committee. The Na-
tional Steering Committee counts the
following names on its masthead:

Larry Yost, Local 600, Detrdit,
chairman; Art Hughes, Local 140, De-
troit, secretary, ‘Max Weinrib, Local
719, Chicago; Bob Burckhardt, Local
12, Toledo; James Barricks, Local
501, Buffalo.

Other than this, you'll get nothing
out of us on the contents of the Rank
and Filer because we hope you'll
subscribe to it immediately. The ad-
dress is 8127 Rutland Street; Detroit
10, Mich. Subs are '$1.00 for twelve
issues. It would be a swell idea to,
send a contr:butlon along with your
subscription.

P.S.—Ask to have your sub start
wih Volume 1, No. 1. It's a choice
collector’s item, one that you will
treasure for years to come. It's the
shot that will be heard around and
throughout the whole trade union
movement in the United States.

ed--

rolled back—in the newspapers!

HELP POOR CONGRESSMEN!

Our underpaid congressmen, hav-
ing “stabilized” the workers with
some able assistance from Roosevelt
and his gang, are now thinking about
raising their own pay. Why not?
Stabilization is only for workers, and
surely congressmen aren't workers.

Yet it stands to reason that if a
congressman can’t meet the rising
cost of living on his $10,000 a year,
a textile worker on ﬁt‘ty cents - or
eveh fifty-five cents 'an hour is in a
desperate fix. 'Fake rollbacks, how-
ever numerous, and the no-strike
pledge are not very nourishing.

LABOR ACTION believes that the
workers are coming to understand
what must be done about this situa-
tion, even if the union leaders don't.

Detroit Negro Housing Situation ‘

By MARTIN HARVEY
DETROIT—The Negro housing situa-
tion is still simmering in *this city.
The most recent development was the
attempt of the Detroit Housing Com-
mission to throw cold water into the
pot to keep the housing situation
from boiling over,

On February 15 the Housing Com-
mission -approved a resolution rec-
ommending the immediate construc-
tion of 1,000 Negro housing units in
the Oakwood section of Detroit. The
previous day Charles F. Edgecomb,
secretary and director of the Hous-
ing Commission, had told the City
Council that the commission had no
real solution to the Negro housing
problem “and is not likely to have
one.” At the same,time he said that
the commission would recommend
the construction of 4,000 units in the
Oakwood section.

Despite the fact that Edgecomb
had told the Council that 4,000 units
would not materially affect the 14,000
applications for Negro_housing now
on file, the figure was finally cut to
‘1,000 units. The 14,000 ‘applications
are being increased by 600 every
month,

This decision of the Housing Com-

No-Strike

(Continued from page 1)

“The order issued by the War Labor
Board merely confirms the union's
position that the board is no longer a
free agent able to make its own de-
cisions.

“In effect, the board says that it rec-
ognizes that the cotton-rayon textile
workers receive sub-standard wages
but that it cannot give them what
equity and justice demand because
Stabilization Director Fred M. Vinson
has tied the Board’s hands.”

PACKINGHOUSE CASE

If the action of the Board in the
textile case is bad, the same holds
true for its decision in the Packing-
house case./ The Packinghouse Work-
ers had recently threatened to take

a strike ‘vote and. action. They were
persuaded from this by the promise

that the WLB would ‘decide their
case. The board did, but in the same

mission, which can only be consid-
ered as a face-saving gesture, is just
another episode
buck - passing that has attended the
discussions of the housing situation.
Edgecomb had previously dumped
the housing problem into the Iap of
the: City Council. The august city
fathers immediately dumped it right

P S PR R, L
Let 'Freedom’ Ring!

.So obvious has been the failure
of the military authorities to cope
with the feeding of Italy that, it
is reported, the “Freedom from
Want” inscriptions on the backs
of occupation bank notes there
are ‘often. crossed off by derisive
hands in the course of circulation.
—New York Times, February 7.

out again into the lap of Mayor Jei-
fries.

The Mayor was even quicker than
the Council and passed it right back.
Now the Council has it right back
where it started from—in the Detroit
Housing Commission. The net result

Pledge--

evasive way as in textile. While
granting a few measley peénnies to the
packinghouse workers, this is what it
did not do, according to the United
Press report:

“...Denied were UPW demands for
one week's severance 'pay for each
twenty-six weeks’ service, annual
sick leave of thirty 'days after one
year's service, a full rate for Iearners,
three week’s vacation after 15 years

service, pay for holidays not worked

and pay for union stewards and com-

. mitteemen for time spent handling

grievances.”

The lesson is once again brought
home:

Labor should get off the WLB. La-
bor should rescind the No-Strike
Pledge!

The Texhle Workers Union too‘k a

‘noble step forward; the whole labor

movement should follow its lead!

in the continual *

of all this simulated activity? One
thousand units recommended.

The president of the City Council,
John C. Lodge, remarked that “We
will never solve the problem. At least
‘there will be no solution in our life-
time.” If the Negroes of Detroit will
wait for a solution to the housing
crisis from Lodge ‘and his brother
politicians, they ‘will find no solution
“in their lifefime.” The answer is to
sweep these gentlemen out. They
have had their opportunity. They
have had many long years to talk and
te act, In all those years the crisis
only grew until today it threatens
the social and physical life of the
city. . ] ) )

It remains only for the Negro peo-
ple to unite with the labor move-
ment, the UAW-CIO, and challenge
the control of these capitalist poli-
ticians, It is time for the workers

L. A. Business Manager's

PRESS ACTION

of Detroit to stop playing arotmd
with Democratic and Republican pol-
iticians. Let the working class try its
hand at running the city..

You Should Read

Plenty for All
The Meaning of Socialism
By ERNEST LUND
Get Your Copy Now!
Price 10c

WORKERS PARTY

114 West 14th St., New York 11, N. Y.

“Money, money, money, the root of
all evil.” What can we do about it?
What can YOU .do about it? LABOR
ACTION has a problem. We want to
expand -the circulation of the paper.
That “root of all evil” is what we are
after,

LABOR "ACTION’s recently con-
cluded subscription eampaign has
brought many new readers to the pa-
per. Ours is an appeal to these new
readers, Circumstances, personal sit-
uation or other considerations may
prevent you from helping in an active
way . like distributing the paper
among friends and 'shopmates to
spread the ideas of LABOR ACTION.
Your desire to help LABOR ACTION
can be shown in another way. That
way is to contribute ‘'whatever sum,
large or small, you can. afford.

LABOR ACTION is - supported
COMPLETELY by the -contributions
of sympathizers and supporters of its
program. We have no “Moscow gold.”
We have no advertising. We have no
“angels.” We depend upon the re-

by Sol Rayo

sponse and support of our readers.

When you read an- article and
think, “These people are saying the
right thing. These people are stand-
ing up and fighting for the right
ideas,” turn that sentiment into
something substantial. Contribute to
spreading” LABOR ACTION’s pro-
gram as widely as possible.

Address all moneys to: LABOR
ACTION, 114 West 14th Street, New
York 11, N. Y.

Some confusion has developed
during our ¢ampaign over what our
subscription rates are. During the
drive they were twenty-five cents
for a six-month’ introductory sub
and fifty cents for a year. Now, after
the -campaign, the twenty-five cents
introductory offer still stands. A re-
renewal for another six months, how-
ever, is thirly-five cents. Any kind of
year’s subscription is sixty cents ex- -
cépt for foreign countries and Bronx
and Manhattan boroughs of New
York City, which are séventy - five

' cents.




o 1 e b, v i

Rebruary 26,1945

1"
a
s
e
W

LAR “"‘adéi" bn Naf'| Slavery

This leH'er was orlglnally wrlﬂen to ihe Senutor. but on thinking the matter over, this
worker decided it would be a. wasie of time. We ngree. The letter has so many things

of interest in it that we are printing it.

The Honorable Hendrik thpstead
United States Senate

Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir:

The sinister drive to shackle American workers
with the totalitarian labor draft prompts me to
write you this lettéer. I am cértain that my writing
it will do little good since our representatives so
obviously represent organized wealth once they
take office. However, I am equally certain that
many millions of workers in the United States
are, like myself, waking up to the two-party farce
that has beén going on for many decades and that
we are going to do something about it by form-
ing an independent Labor Party.

- Whatever the “opinion” polls purport to show,
nobody I know who works for a living is taken in
by the sudden “labor shortage.” We have witnessed
hundreds of mine workers kicked out on the street
by various mines the moment the ore season slack-
ened and their stockpiles were built up. Now we
see these same mines bawling through the local
newspapers that they “fear a critical labor short-
age when the 1945 ore seasoh opens.” The same

conditions apply to the-railroads. We also ‘have e

personal experiences as to the waste of labor and
the hoarding of labor in the cost-plus industries.

A LOT OF LYING

Who is kidding whom? Who is lying? Why do
all- the kept men of the press and radio conduct
a systematic campaign: to cohdition our minds to
acceptance of industrial serfdom and thén, as I
myself heard them (some of them) say intbroad-
casts last week, “There is no labor shortage. The
Iabor draft was designed to control and suppress
strikes”?

I think that particular commentator tipped off

of the labor vole re-elected the President and
some 100 répresentatives and senators. It seems
that” Murray of the CIO had the bait of a wage
raise for the steel workers dangled under his nose.

What de we working people do when such a
situation develops? We begin thinking. We won-
der how we-are going to crawl out of the chains of
the unilateral War Labor Board and otherwise rid
ourselves of the bonds so smoothly wrapped
around our limbs by labor’s most publicized
“friend” and his Republican and Democratic
brethren. Since our economic weapon has been
shattered by the no-strike pledge and the War
Manpower Commission and similar enervating de-
vices, we must resort to our political weapon. We
must organize our own political party and keep it
free from all but dirt farmers and small - pay
workers. The need for this is especially urgent
in view of the unseemly haste and hysteria mani-
fest in the drive for the labor draft.

TOWARD A NEW FUTURE

So, faced by the contradictions of the present
economic system, knowing that the country will
not stand up under the coming depression, with
its millions of unemployed veterans and 'other
workers and that concentrated wealth will go
down in the struggle, our “friends” in the légis-
latures show which.side they stand on and pre-
pare to break up organized labor. They know only
too well the lessons of Italy and Germany. The
prelude to fascism in those unhappy countries was
destruction of the trade unions. Organized labor
is the base of popular resistance to big-money
fascism; hence organized labor must be unorgan-
ized with castor oil and concentration camps.

- The labor draft is the thing 'I"hen you éan
frame and jail and ‘fine and transport labor mili-

By JOE LEONARD

The only sound foundation for
lasting peace is truly free and
democratic nations. This principle
was partially written into the At-
lantic’ Charter but has been dis-
regarded by its authors ever since.

India is starved and beaten so
that it will continue to be the
“crown jewel of the Empahr, sir.”

Puerto Rieco fights for indepen-
deénce against the United States,
which has reduced the population
to permanént famine, and the red,
white and blue hand of Uncle
Sam is not hard to see as the real
punching force behind such South
American dictatorships as that of
Vargas in Brazil.

Now, with the defeat of Ger-
many in sight, the two authors of
the Atlantic Charter, in amicable
agreement with Joe, the Kremlin
butcher, are talking of -partition-
ing, policing, teaching 'em a les-
son, hamstringing the economy,
bringing ’em {o trial, shipping
them off to the Russian salt mines
as slaves, ete, Let us look into the
idea of ruining the German econ-
omy, the German industrial ca-
pdtlty

‘ECONOMIC PDWER RULES

It is generally recognized that
economic power, which is the ca-
pacity to produce, is the basis of
political power. Within a country
the wealthy industrialists are the

POWER POLIT]

Everybody knows, and mobody
likes to think about it, that this
war, like the last one, is between
the Have nations and the Have-
Not nations. What they have, or
have not, is colonies, irade routes,
markets, access to cheap raw ma-
terials, colonial slave labor, ete. If
anybody wants to see who wants
war, let him look at the financial
pages of any big newspaper.
“Blank Corp. Announced Record
Profits,” “Dash, Ine.,- Stock Hits
New High,” and then, worst of
all “Market Slow Due to Peace
Scare.” PEACE scare!—not every-
body hates war! Already the poli-
ticians are talking of a Third
World War. ALREADY.

A free democratic nation is not
merely one whose leaders speak
the national language without a
foreign accent. Quisling in Nor-
way speaks the language well
enough. It's what he says that
hurts. To be really free and demo-
cratic today a nation must be free
of the capitalist system, free of
the class of people who are afraid
of peace. As long as. these people
are the real rulers of the country,
as long as the wealthy bankers,
land owners and factory owners
control the economic life of a
country, there cannot be full de-
mocracy.

If one country has much greater
wealth than another, it will domi-
nate the poorer neighbor. What
chance has the small, independent

= HARD PEACE

a big power. And there is another
very important advantage.

The only way Roosevelt, Stalin
and Churchill ecan think of to
start out the post-war world is to
sabotage the German chemical
factories, blow up the steel mills,
the airplane factories, the syn-
thetic rubber and gasoline plants.
In modern total way any factory
is a war factory, so the Big Three
plan to subject Germany to total
devastation. Of course, it will not
be the rich industrialists and
financiers among the Nazis who
will have to live through the fam-
ine in this desert. It will be the
millions of German workers and
their families who will learn again
to hate the Americans, the British
and the Russians. They will learn
to hate countries that only TALK
of democracy, and they will feel
sure that all the liés Hitler told
them were really true. Is this the
way to build a lasting peace?

A NEW SLAVERY

‘Eveh in America, with the high-
est standard of living the world
has ever known, one-third of the
nation is underfed poorly housed
and ill clothed. Will smashing the
German machinery help raise the
standard of living in poverty-
stricken Europe? They do not
even have food; after the war, the
politicians are saying, the Euro-
peans will have to depend on us
for food; if they don't do what we
say, we stop sending food. Nice,

WORLD POLITICS

By REVA CRAIN

4 . i
Struggle in Belgium

A recent editorial in Le Peuple, (Belgian so-
cialist paper) declared that while “the big democ-
racies may well be victorious on the fields of bat-
tle, the reign of democracy is by no means as-
sured in our country...one realizes more clearly
each week that the war has left capitalism intact
in our country. Let us have no illusions.”

The editorial goes on to warn that the enemies
of democracy and social reform inside Belgium
are not attacking openly, but that they continue
their anti-labor and anti-democratic activities in

" more subtle ways.

“They do not contest the_ﬂght_s of the public
powers in matters of mnational economy. They
merely prevent them from exercising them.

“They do not revelt against the social laws,
but they set about sabotaging the financing of
them.

“They do not talk about the new order any
more, but they are already beginning to attack
what was good in the old order for fear of the radi-
cal reform which the country is demanding.

“Until the day when the lessons of this war
have been oblitérated by cuniing ahd confusing
propaganda, thesc same people will consider them-
selves strong enough — with the support of all
those who have escaped from an inadequate purge
—to settle their accounts with democracy. Fascism
is dead, but the fascist mentality still exists; 1t is
biding its time. ...

“We shall see organs of natienal nnitm, with no
political label, springing up. They will show a fine
contempt for all political parties and will jpublish
malicious rumors about all ‘the ‘left wing men.
They will addiéss their rémarks prineipally to the
middle classes, flattering their prejudices and stir-
ring up their discontent. They will defénd the sa-
¢red rights of property, the collaboration of classes,

the real nature and purpose of the labor draft. 3 real rulers, and within a conti- n."nerchant against the big corpora- peaceful plan, eh? Anhd just to order and authority. If need be they will set the
Many of us remember that Reader’s Digest some “::"S l;::a?r:; shii"teunl:::stss f“;:;hm::aj“b t:n::e neént, like Europe, the most: indus- tion? That's the chance that a Bal- make sure that no one tries to country against the government, They will never
time ‘during the thirties carried a condensation of ?at:::-’ prokity, pdecralrl;: ju::::r' T]ivi ks dsg'es'ln the trialized nation is the one that kan state, or Austria, Finland, yundersell American machine- mention banks or trusts. The money which is going

the Mobilization Day plan. I think that the article

was entitled “M-Day.” As we remember it, Sen-
ators Austin and Wadsworth, then connected with

, the Wall Street firm of Elihu Root & Co. (if mem-

ory serves correctly) had a lot to do with drafting
this bill or act in 1923, about the same time that
Hitler was preparing his edious Mein Kampf. Com-
plete national service was the gist of this M-Day
draft. Labor gquite naturally was to be the prin-
cipal victim of the totalitarian plan.

You know better than I that Senators Austin
and Wadsworth have been exceptionally active in
pushing a National Service Act. I, like many more
up here, refuse to be taken in by the sugar-coating
these gentlemen try to impart to their anti-demo-
cratic, anti-labor assaults. The truth is that they
are long-sighted and are taking steps to control the
inevitable social crisis that will develop once the
artificial stimulus of war wears off.

It is generally admitted, even by the Repubh-'
can Party spokesmen, that the PAC_{s marshalling

meantime, sic the soldiers and sailors on their
“striking” heme folk; vote yourselves an increase
in salary, you congressmen, of thousands of dol-
lars a yeéar, but tie labor to the Little Steel for-
mula; slap down the Kilgore bill in true reaction-
ary siyle but a week later vote a:28-billion dollar
tax refunding measure and a 100-billion dollar
war surplus property steal for your big business
Bergens,

Well, T must end this letter. You can't draft
labor’s vote. We're 'on the beam at last and an
independent Labor Party is our answer. We are
on to the golden boys of press and radio, to the
gilded lilies in the labor officialdom, and espe-
cially we are on to “the Chief” and our other
“friends” in the political arena. You can fool some
of the people some of the time, but—

Yours for a better world,

Joe.
Minnesota, February 14.

of Speclel Inieresl to Women |

By SUSAN GREE

The mountain labored and brought forth a
mouse. This is the saying that came to mind on
reading the new WPB-OPA program regarding
textiles and clothing.

The first aspect of the plan that hits one smack
in the face is that it will be April before new sup-
plies begin to come in, in dribbles, and. it will take
until September before the plan is “wholly oper-
ative.” That means that for the rest of the winter
and for spring and summer buying, pretty much
the same condition will probably prevail, both as
to supplies and as to prices. .

Yet the plan of the WPB and OPA glosses over
this period and does nothing about redncing prices
on existing supplies.

When the price cuts do come in, they will
amount to only SIX OR SEVEN PER CENT. Yet
OPA Administrator Bowles himself admits that
the cost of clothing has increased ELEVEN PER
CENT in the last eighteen months. Just why Mr.
Bowles picked the number “eleven” out of the hat
is hard to say, when every housewife knows that
she is paying as much as 100 per cent more. on
many items of textiles and other clothing. But
even on his own basis, Mr. Bowles does not hold
the line.

Another loophole is the ever-present questmn
of quality. Though the WPB-OPA order has many
words on this subject, it winds up with the con-
clusion that “guality controls will be imposed
WHERE FEASIBLE"—and you know what that
means in practice!

Indefinite indeed are the benefits to acerue 1o
the consumer. But very definite was Mr. Bowles
on the subject of profits. He was very emphatic
that the textile and clothing business all up and
down the line—WHICH HAS MADE AS MUCH
AS TEN TIMES PRE-WAR PROFITS—will “¢on-
tinue to make more profits than in pre-war days.
It is easy to understand why the working people
can't really go into rhapsod)es over the profit sys-
tem.

- -

Has anyone ever stopped to think what. would
become of our vaunted “civilization”—such as cap-
italist civilization is—if all the workers in the

+service trade would refuse to .do “menial” labor?

Restaurants, hotels, office and apartment buildings,
stores, subways, laundries, dry-cleaning establish-
ments all are kept clean or “serviced” or operated
by the “menial” workers. Without them, dirt

would so clog the wheels of modern life that ‘it

would come to a standstill. Food could not be
served outside the home; hotels eould not be run.
But why go on? The point is amply made.

These so important service jobs are “manned”
to a great extent by women, white and black. In-
dispensable as is their labor, they are treated like
the scum of the earth. The measure of this is the
wages they receive.

The Women's Bureau of the Department of
Labor recently made a survey showing that wages

of women workers in service trades scrape a bot- Those interested in the Negro problem will not gjdewalks, who, as the evening pro- THE WORKERS SOCIALISM
tom of TWELVE AND FIFTEEN CENTS AN want to miss the January issue of The New Inter- gressed, joined ‘the workers in their o _ AND _ . AND A WORKERS' Vol. 9, No. 9 February g, 1tk
HOUR. For a forty-hour week, the munificent re- national. David Coolidge and J. R. Johnson intro- struggle. All was set. Soon the battle THEIR TRADE UNIONS GO:VERNM.ENT )

ward is $4.80 and $6.00! .

The survey pertained to eleven states which
have mno minimum wage laws. Of course, male
workers also. come in for all the “beneﬂls” of un-
restrioted exploitation. But there is nothing like
the explmtation to which women workers are
_subjected. Restaurant, hotel, laundry and store
“ workers average eighteen cents an hour in elghty-
“eight cities. ‘Waitresses gei less than twenty-five
cents an hour. And so all along tke llne.

G e e o P

Pressure is being exerted by organized labor to
get minimum wage laws passed in these unspeak-
ably backward states. This is good. But it does not
mitigate the real need to give these women work-
ers a sense of the importance of their labor and
of their belonging to the whole body of labor—
and above all to help to organize them into pow-
erful unions through which to fight for their rights
as useful workers and as human beings!

L]

Eleanor Fowler, secretary -treasurer of the
Women's Auxlliarles of the CIO, writes a columhn
in the CIO News. Her column in the January 22nd
issue begms as follows: “It is significant that four
of our eight women members of Congress have
been chosen to serve on.the Foreign Relations
Committee of the House of Representatives, Their
appointment emphastzes the very great concern
which American women have with building a se-
cure peace.”

The first mistake Mrs. Fowler makes is in the
word “our.” How come that the eight women in
Congress who are all either Democrats or Repub-
licans, having run on capitalist party tickets, com-
mitted to a capitalist government—how come that
they can be called “our,” meaning belonging to
LABOR? The mere fact of womanhood has noth-
ing to do with classes or with pohtlcs

But the great error Mrs. Fowler falls into is the
old bewhiskered one that women are somehow
better equipped than men to bring about a better
world and lasting peace. In her own column Mrs.
Fowler proves how false this assumption is. She
states her belief that “The groundwork [for peace]
has been laid in the Bretton Woods and Dumbar-
ton Odks ‘agreements.” Her belief in these scraps
of ‘paper only show that a woman can be just as
deluded about the capitalist system and its inter-
national machinations as a man.

While the great nations are competing for
world power and pockeying for position ina mad
game that can onl‘y prepare the ground for the next
war, Mrs, Fowlér—along with other well-inten-
tioned pedple of both sexes who refuse ‘to ‘see
world ¢éapitalism for what it is—cluteh frantically
‘at dgreements already discredited by the very ones
who made them.

Neither sex nor color nor race nor creed has
anything to do with the qualifications of people to
represent, labor in the struggle for a better world
and lasting peace. The best qualified people of both
sexes to speak for the working masses are the revo-
lutionary socialists. They look at capitalism with
the eyes of realists. They see that it holds no future
but of more devastation and more wars. They are
fighting fo sweep capitalism off the stage of his-

tory, to make way for a socialist world based on

human needs and aspirations. MEN AND WOMEN

ALIKE WORK FOR THIS END.

I'ie New International

duce a Workers Party discussion.

James T. Farrell, noted novelist, author of the
“Studs Lonergan trilogy and many short stories,
contributes an unusual feature, “The Langue of
Hollywood.”

Also in this issue is an article on airpower by
Walter Jason.

You can get your copy by sending twenty cents
to The New International,
‘New York 11, N. Y.

vy bt opetlor o

114 West 14th Street,

will tend to rule the others. The
many small countries cannot be
really independent where so much
greater power rests with just a
few nations.

Roosevelt Churchill and Stalm
want to 'prevent Germany from
again' dominating 'Europe. The Ay
in the ointment is that the impe-
rialist politicians  talk of them-
selves protecting the smaller na-
tions.

Well, even Ripley says you can
believe it or NOT. And after a
. look at what Churchill thinks de-
mocracy is in Greece and rIndia,
and Stalin thinks it is in Romania
~and Poland, and Roosevelt thinks
it is in North Africa and Puerto
Rico, we choose NOT to helieve,

Belgium, Poland, even France,
has against England, Russia and
the U, S. The only way the little
merchant can stand up against the
big corporation is by forming a co-
operative. The only basis for a
free and democratic nation is a
socialist basis, a working class ba-
sis, a co-operative economy, an
industrial demoecracy. A nation
cannot have true political democ-
racy when it is. ruled behind the
scenes by economic big shots.

STRONG NATIONS RUN SHOW

It is the same way between na-
tions. A Socialist United States
of Europe would preserve each
nation’s RIGHT to independence,
yvet would protect the little na-
tions from being swallowed up by

made goods, so they can BUY
food, we'll smash all their ma-
chinery. Nice way to build a bet-
ter world, isn't it?

Machines and mass production
are the secret of modern advanced
civilization. Anyone who proposes
to smash thousands of factories
is not talking of building a peace-
Tul new world, but of going back
to the old slave world. In fagt, the
politicians talk of sending the
Germans as slaves into Russia.
These are the same politicians, in
America, who plowed under the
cotton while the people were cold.
Are these the politicians we are
going to listen to, to tell us what
to do with Germany?

. R o vose @
Anti-Nazi
(Continued from page 1)
the anti-Nazis of New York. Despite
this universal opposition, masses of
men and women rallied to our call
to show the Nazis that these were
not the streets of Berlin, The story

is a dramatic one. ;

It was a balmy, spring-like eve-
ning inthe midst of winter. Many
hours before the time set for the
demonstration members of the.party
had gathered at the headquarters for
last-minute instructions and to pro-
vide themselves with home-made, de-
fensive weapons. The last of the
thousands of leaflets calling the
workers and anti- Nazis of New' York
to picket Fritz Kuhn's rally were dis-
tributed. o _

Tension and exhilaration filled the
rooms. Everyone was nervous and
excited. Conversations were loud,
appetites were nil and each .person
was stretching ‘and flexing himself as
if in preparation for battle.

DEMONSTRATORS GATHER

In ‘orginized groups ‘we dispersed
to the scene, ‘where' we found cops
and ‘cops—here a-cop, there a cop,
everywhere ‘a - ¢op. Mote cops were
gathered together to protect the Bund
meeting than had ever been assem-
bled before for any occasion in the
history of New York City. Along the
streets housing Madison Square Gar-
den plain clothes detectives lounged
on stoops. Fat, béefy ones; dark, thin
ones—every nationality and race. But
all of them bore -on their faces the
mark - of Cain -and could be seen a
mile off for what they were—dicks.

Everywhere in-the streets sur-
rounding the Garden were spectators,
more or less: sympatheilc, waiting to
see what would happen. In the road-
ways more and more workers gath-
ered. Banners and placards were un-
furled. Each group around a p!acard
developed a fierce and fighting pride
to keep their sign high and flaunting
through the night against the at-
tacks of the police. All the signs of
a storm were there. The horses of the
mounted cops were fidgety and
pawed the ground, the “flatfoot”
cops jumpy, talking in nervous, lit-
tle knots, trying to assume an elabo-
rate nonchalance. Enemies sized up
enemies.
_ tMore people came. Fifty thousand
demonstrators and thousands on the

would begin.
COPS CHARGE CROWD

The rear of the crowds in the
tightly packed streets began to push
restlessly up against the front lines.
Suddenly from ‘the confined masses
of people a group broke through the
‘cordon. of -police. ‘A shiver went
through the ¢trowd and a spontaneous

Demonstration--

shout. The miounted cops roweled
their horses into a charge against the
first “Bulge” and hacked and beat
them back into the confined area.
People surged through at other
points. The ¢ops rode them down
in vicious Nazi style—to protect the
Nazi celebration!

A group of war veterans emerged
with- placards and attempied to

march dp to the éntrance of the Gar- .

den -in order to picket. Again the
cops rods them down, despite their
protests that they were war veterans
exercising their democratic right to
picket.

Above all the throbbing and vio-
lent struggle rose the organized
chants of the demonstrators. “Down
with the Nazi terrorists!” We dermand
the right to picket!” And in the in-
tervals could be heard the heartfelt,
utterly sincere cursing of the cops
by everyone.

The cops sat grim faced on their
horses. Occasionally a cop on foot
would be sucked into the crowd and
come -out a sadder, wiser and
changed man. Oh, those “bulls" were
scared!

‘WORKERS PARTY SPEAKS

Some distance behind the first
rows, speakers of the Workers Party
were hoisted up on the shoulders of

comrades. Max Shachtman, national
secretary of the Workers Party to-
day, and others spoke to the crowds.
In .the minds of thousands we
stamped our organiza.twn as a genu-
ine, militant, fighting, anti-Nazi or-
ganization. Thousands took our pa-
per home for the first time.

The demonstration ended with a
march of thousands down the streets
of Broadway in the theatrical dis-
trict. But the cops in a mood of spite-
ful, cruel viciousness went after the
tail' of the parade now that the dem-
onstration was over. It was a foray

that did not turn out-so well, They

got as.good as they gave. We left,
heads and spirits high.

Noth:‘ng can spoil mj erase this
page from our history. We stood up
and fought Nazism when any and
every other organization or person
with a pretense of anti-Nazism said:
“Don’t demonstrate. It's not nice. Be
respectable, Stay home.” They would
have let the Nazis have a field day
and feel that they have terrorized the
anti-Nazis of New York.

We put the fear of the organized,
aroused workers in the hearts of the
Bundists and showed how to fight

- Nazism. Let every member of the

Workers Party cherish that night.
Let every sympathizer and anti-Nazi

bow his head to us!

THE SOCIAL
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THE WORKERS
: AND
RACE PREJUDICE

~ LABOR ACTION COLUMNIST
Noted Negro Writer and Organizer
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IS STALIN'S RUSSIA
A
SOCIALIST COUNTRY?

to support them will not have been paid in vain.”

Such is the warning of the Belgian Socialist
Party against the danger of a resurgence of fas-
cism in that country, unless drastic action is taken
against the benefactors of fascism, the trusts and
the banks and the entire capitalist class.

On February 10, only a few weeks after this
warning was sounded, a new government was
formed in Belgium to replace’the one that Pierlot
could no longer hold together. This “unity gov-
ernment’ is built around the four major political
parties, the Socialists, Liberals, Catholics and Com-
munists, and is headed by Achille van Acker, a so-
called Socialist.

Three days later the new Premier outlined his ~
government’s policy in a very brief speech. This is
how he dealt with the major problems facing the
country:

UNEMPLOYMENT: Everybody in Belgium
wants to work he said. Unemployment will be
solved by the conscription of labor.

THE COAL SHORTAGE: “The output of coal
must be increased and it will be.” METHOD: Re-
cruitment of workers required for the coal mines.

The recovery of Belgian industry depends on
the: cooperation, loyal cooperation at that, of the
industrialists, declared the “socialist” Premier.

Having undertaken to head a capitalist govérn-
ment ,the “socialist” van Acker must carry out
capitalist politics. That is why no mention is made
of the trusts and the banks, no attack leveled on
capitalism. As for the collaborators and those ‘of
“fascist mentality,” the purge is to be eased eveén
more. The government intends to release many of
those now imprisoned and to make it easier for
those retained to be let off easy. All the vigor of
the new regime is to be reserved against the work-
ing class, for van Acker does not intend to tolerate
for a minute demonstrations like those which oc-
curred last November, parades, riots or strikes:

| While in words the Belgian socialists recognize
the danger -of fascism, they are powerless to do
anything effective to stop its advent because they
are in practice collaborating with the supporters
and beneficiaries of fas¢ism, the capitalist «class,
In this, they are once again repeating the ‘policy
which has paved the way for fascism.

Situation of Greek Seamen

(ITF) The leaders of the Federation of Greek
Maritime Unions, who are preparing to return to
Greece, report in their journal:

“The question of unemployment is already very
acute for Greek seamen owing to the fact that our
shipping has sustained great losses which so far
have not been replaced.- The reconstruction of our
merchant fleet alone will be the means of absorb- |
ing all unemployed seamen. In addition, the re-
conscruction of shipping is most essential for our
national economy, since it constitutes one of the
main resources of the country’s finances. The
transfer of the various insurance funds for the
benefit of our seamen in Greece and the families
of those abroad who have been impoverished dur-
ing the occupation. The conclusion too of the col-
lective agreement is long overdue, having been
postponed so far by the shipowners, with the clear
purpose of taking advantage of the poverty and
numbers of the seamen at horhe, and using them
as cheap labor.”

o This confirms what we have long contended—

namely, that the owners of the means of produc-
tion in all countries, be they shipowhers, factory
owners, mine owners, land owners are alike in
their attitude toward the workers and their organ-
izations. The alleviation of such conditions is one

of the things that the Greek people were fighting
for,
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Nat’'l Service
Act Means
A New Slavery

By Mary Bell

While at this writing, Roosevelt has not yet appeared
circled with the halo of Yalta, wearing the mantle of
the Big Three to make a personal appearance to speak
again for a slave bill, he and the Navy and Army chiefs
appear to be losing the present round for a work or fight
bill. The Senate Military Affairs Committee ignored the
plea of Secretary of War Stimson and another writlen
directive of the President to pass the May-Bailey bill
and voted it down 12-6.

Undoubtedly, the men in Congress who are there by
virtue of the labor vote, knuckled under fo.the heavy
pressure of labor, uaanimously opposed to “work or jail”
with the exception of the Communists.

The fight is not yet over, however. A substitute, less
drastic bill is being introduced by Senators 0O'Mahoney,
Kilgore, Wagner, Chardler (D.) and Ball and Ferguson
(R.). This bill would' give the War Manpower Commis-
s‘on statutory pewers to transfer labor. It would penalize
employers rather than labor. If would offer transportation
to transferees. But it is still a COMPULSORY measure,
1t is still a slave act, however modified.

And regardless of this “softened” slave bill, and the
failure to pass “work or jail” legisiation as yet—work
or fight already. exists! Men who leave war jobs are be-
ing transferre” to Camp Ellis, Illinois, where they are
given a mionth's training in the army, then a choice of
either going back on the job or continuing as soldiers.
This is being done without a partial national service act!
This is being done under current manpower controls!
This is a fascist technique!

Strengthening the controls of the WMC, which are
already used to draft workers who leave war jobs, only

means. the government will sink its teeth deeper into the-

freedom of labor. We have no doubt that Roosevelt will
ask again that more drastic controls be imposed on labor.

WHY THEY INSIST _

What is his motivation? Stimson complained in his
plea to the Senate that the United States alone has no
compulsory service law. Our Allies, Russia and Britain,
have had national service legislation since the beginning
of the war. And moreover, our enemies, the Nazified
countries, are fighting us with weapons made by slave
laborers. A national labor draft is indeed a totalitarian
measure and its adoption by our Allies means only that
they, too, are moving in the direction of totalitarianism.

Roosevelt wants compulsory work for private prof-
iteers because the voluntary method will mean transfer
of workers to places where higher wages prevail, or to
peace-time industries because of the cutbacks. Slave
labc> means you do not need to raise wages or revise the
Little Steel Formula You can force labor to work for any
wage. Freedom of Iabor under capitalism means freedom
to work or not work, freedom to leave one employer and
work for another, freedom to work or starve.
~ Compulsory labor means abolition of even this ques-
tionable freedom—the best capitalism has to offef, how-
ever—and chaining the worker to his job. This means
enslaving the worker even more to produce for private

+ profits, and then—especially and most quickly in the war
industries—summarily dumping him when munitions are
no longer needed and the plant shuts down. Capitalism
does not guarantee him a job nor adequate unemploy-
ment compensation.

DRAFT THE PROFITEERS

So, because Roosevelt, being a servant of the capital-
ists, cannot and does not want to force them to guarantee
adequate wages and compensation for unemployment out
of their mountainous profits (all made in the name of the
war for “democracy”) he wanis fo force the workers to
stay at their jobs. The controls are for the post-war peri-
od, too, Work-or-jail, no strikes, a dead calm of labor-
management collaboration—these will aid American im-
perialism to carry on its trade and money-making with-
out disruption.

Labor’s answer should be: Draft capital not labor.
Since capital makes the profits, since it and not labor
benefits from the war, let it pay for the war. Let the
government take over all war industry. Let industry

_ operate under workers contrel and supervision of pro-
duction. Let profits—since they profess it's a war to
“destroy fascism and preserve democracy’—be elimi-
nated.

Guarantee the workers a high standard of living out

Guarantee them high

"unemployment compensation in the post-war period.

DRAFT CAPITAL, NOT LABOR.

Review 'of "The First Round' Points to Need of

Labor Party for Fight to Finish!

By ALBERT GATES

The Political Action Committee,
more popularly known as the PAC,
organized by the CIO at its sixth
constitutional convention in Novem-
ber, 1943, is a new phenomenon in
American political life. It took the
country - by storm when it appeared
in the 1944 presidential campaign as
a well-knit, firmly organized labor
battalion in behalf of President Roo-
sevelt.

The labor-baiters seized the oppor-
tunity for a nation-wide anti-union
campaign, on the theory that any po-
litical activity by the workers is bad.
The political activity of the PAC was
bad, in our opinion, but for reasons
altogether different than those ex-
pressed by Dies, Hearst, McCormick
and the whole host of reactionaries.
As a result of the reactionary -pres-
sure, the PAC was twice investigated
in Washington (then exonerated by
the FBI) and generally condemned
by the big business, anti - Roosevelt
press.

But as a result of enormous en-
ergy, organization and expenditures,
the PAC succeeded in rallying mil-
lions of votes in behalf of a capitalist
candidate for President and hundreds
of national and state politicians, as
well as local machine hacks and
ward-heelers of the two old parties.
These very activities helped to make
many workers in this country politi-
cally conscious, although in a cap1-
talist direction,

WHAT THE BOOK PORTRAYS

So' vast was the activity of the
PAC that a book has just'been pub-
lished describing its formation and
activities. This book, The First
Round, by Joseph Gaer, a member
of the PAC staff, is not the kind of
history of a movement that we fre-
quently meet. It is not an all-embrac-
jng analysis of the origins of the
movement, its political and organiza-
tional development, in an effort to
place it in the history of American
labor. It is, rather, an advertisement
for the PAC, popularly written, and
containing for the most part a series
of pamphlets issued during the cam-
paigning days of the PAC.

In any case,. the book is lively,
simply written, containing consider-
able punch precisely becaunse it re-
prints the extremely well-written
pamphlets which the PAC issued
during the period of its active cam-
paign. By so doing, the book reveals
exactly what was wrong with the
TAC from the point of view of the

long-term interests of the American
worker and his union movement,

American labor has shown over a
period ,of years, great ingenuity in
developing methods of struggle (the
sit-down strikes, industrial unionism)
that would sl;x[engthen it in the fight
against big business, which has at its
disposal the government, the police,
the yellow press, the radio, the mo-
vies and even the church. On the
economic field it is capable of rising
to great heights in the struggle
against rapacious bosses representing
the big monopolistic firms and other
giant corporations.

POLITICAL AWAKENING

Politically, the American worker

has not kept pace. Whereas he knew
well what to do in an economic strug-
gle and what to do around a confer-
ence table with a boss, when he went
out to vote he usually voted for this
sarne boss ar some politician hand-
picked by him. And while the Amer-
jcan worker would never think of
selecting the boss or his agent to rep-
reserit his (the worker's) viewpoint
or demands in a labor dispute, he
would and does vote for him on the
political field.

In recent years, however, the Amer-.
ican worker has been growing up
politically. Slowly but surely he is
beginning to understand that, just as
it is necessary for him to be organ-
ized economically in his trade unions,
he must be organized politically
through his own party, with his own
candidates and with a program for
labor.

These rumblings for mdependent
political action grow louder and
louder. This is what scares the two
big capitalist parties, the Republican
and Democratic. This is what scares
the politically backward labor lead-
ers, who are tied hand and foot by
the capitalist politicians. They work
with might and main to prevent the
workers from organizing politically.

It is true, as Mr. Gaer writes in
The First Round, that “labor has al-
ways been in politics.” He cites the
example of Gompers. Gompers, how-
ever, never tied himself to one capi-
talist political party, as did the PAC.
No, under the AFL watchword, “Re-
ward your friends and punish your
enemies,” he had his feet in the mire
of both capitalist parties.

Gompers, however, had this much
in common with the Greens, Murrays

"and Hillmans of this day: he too

fought against independent labor pol

“itics when that means that labor

should organize its own party with
[ B0
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its own candidates and its own labor
program in the interests of all the
people.

“PAC started out with a program.
It had a plan. It carried out its ac-
tivities in an orderly fashion. It es-
tablished a national organization
which, in tarn, cooperated with CIO
international unions and their ad-
ministrative units in the states and
in the cities. These joined hands with
other labor organizations, with farm
organizations, and with many civie,
religious and professional groups.”

All of this is unguestionably true.
It is also true that the material is-
sued by the PAC was well written,
graphie, pointed, punchy and intel-
ligent, But...the well organized
propaganda which unguestionably
had a great deal to do in causing the
fear of the reactionaries and the at-
tacks which followed, was contradic-
tory.

PROPAGANDIST FOR FDR

The PAC has become the strong-
est single propagandist for capital-
ist politics in the ranks of labor.
To fortify its campaign for Roose-
velt, it maturally had to campaign
against genuine, independent politi-
cal action by labor through its own
party, and played ne small role in
preventing the organization of such
a party during 1944,

The First Round contains figures
of PAC funds and expenditures. We
are, of course, uninterested in the at-
tacks of a Dies Committee on the
matter of funds. We do not think that
the fund, from the point of view of
capitalist politics, is very great, be-
cause we know that capitalist parties
and politicians spend ten and twenty
times the amount of money labor
spends in elections. Our objections to
the funds raised and spent by the
CIO's political arm arise from our
consciousness that this money, com-
ing from the blood and sweat and
tears of the workers, was used for
anti-working class results.

SOME “ACHIEVEMENTS"

PAC raised a total of $1,371,978.90
from unions, individuals and the Na-
tional Citizens PAC! It spent lhe to-
tal sum of $1,047955.11!

Forming a major part of ils activi-
ties was the enormous amount of lit-
erature issued:

16 pamphlets ... 2,044,900 copies

8 leaflets ... 57,600,000 “
14 misc. leaflets .. 3,749,000  *
21 posters ... 415000 *“

3 24-sheet posters

and billboards 1,500 ¢

10 flier st'm’ts.._._14,570,000 8
5 misc. items ___ 2,563,000 *

6 badges ... .. 136,650 ks
bulletins ... 20,000 “
3 letters ... 40000 *

And the net resuli? In the short
period since Roosevelt has been in
office, he reorganized the millionaires
club at the State Department by
changing the personnel, but not the
club itself. It is still a millionaires’
clubs,

Roosevelt is behind the determina-
tion of Stabilization Director Vinson
to keep wages down, to keep them
frozen, to keep unchanged the Little
Steel formula, which the whole labor
movement is fighting.

Finally, Roosevelt is the author of
ithe demand for a National Service
Act to enslave American labor for
private profit!

This is what we mean when we say
that the PAC was organized for the
wrong purpose and carried out bad
policies for the American worker,
policies which already have had
harmful results. Roosevelt's fight for
a slave labor bill alone is the answer
to the PAC's claims. The PAC to
date has not spoken as an organ-
jzation against the National Serv-
ice Act. And that still isn't all. Al-
most all the senaforial and congres-
sional candidates endorsed and sup-
ported by the PAC voted for the
May-Bailey limited National Service
Act! Neither Murray nor Hillman
can gainsay these facts!

FOR A SECOND ROUND

But the book, The First Round, is
an excellent proof of what labor
could really do in the field of poli-
tics. It demonstrates beyond a doubt
that if labor expended this energy,
money angd organization building a
great labor party of its own with
a militant lapor program, nothing
could stop it.

If all the work which went into the

pamphlets, leaflets, advertising mate- -

rial, the meetings and the speeches
were directed to real independent po-
litical action, toward the formation
of an independent Labor Party, noth-
ing could stop it—nobody could stop
it.

Labor would then fruly be on the
political march — not for capitalist
politicians and capitalist parties—but
in its own interests. )

Such a development in this coun-
iry would truly mark the “Second
Round.” And the “Second Round” is
what labor really needs to make last-
ing political and economic progress.

| HOW THE GERMAN WORKERS

With the demand raised all over
Europe for the blood, sweat and
tears of the German people, it is in-
teresting to hark back to a time
when the German trade union move-
ment was still in existence and com-
paratively free.

In the England of 1926 the results
of the world-wide reduction of Brit-

ain to a second-rate economic power
came to a head in a bosses’ offensive
against labor and its unions. The re-
sult was the great general strike of
that year. International solidarity of
the working classes of Europe was at

a high pitch, mainly among the rank-

and file and not the leadership.

Sir Walter Citrine, one of the top
men in the betraying leadership. of
the British strike movement, pre-
tends to forget the aid the German
workers manifested to the British
strikers. Scott Nearing in his impor-
tant book on the general strike re-
minds us of what happened. Show-
ing what real labor solidarity was,
he wrote:

“The German Transport Union re-
fused to handle coal for Britain, re-
fused to bunker British ships. and
took measures to prevent ships from
carrying strike - breakers....Great
mass meetings were held throughout
Germany and collections were taken

BEFRIENDED BRITISH LABOR

up largely through the agency of the
Workers International Relief. A sin-
gle street collection netted over $10,-
000.

Citrine, of course, conveniently
forgets all this in his support of the
Russian demands for slave labor to
rebuild the devastated parts of Rus-
sia.

The solidarity of German Ilabor
with the striking British workers
was a high moral act, showing how
well they understood the meaning of
international labor unity and solidar-
ity.

The present speeches and acts of
Citrine, Thomas, Hillman and Rus-

Part IV--Conclusion: Workers Party Program

Behind Jones-Wallace Fight

sia’s so-called trade union leaders
are cowardly, imperialistic and a
blow at labor solidarity. Their con-
duct is that of imperialist hound
dogs barking for revenge against an
enslaved working class of Germany-
which has lived under the lash of
Hitler, his Gestapo and corncentra-
tion camps for ten years. ,

The speeches at the World Labeor
Conference reflect the aims of the
imperialist rulers of America, Eng-
land, Russia, who did so much to
help the Nazis into power and then
did business with Hitler. They do not
reflect the interests of rank and file
labor, who are opposed to any form
of labor slavery.

French CP
Now Critical
Of de Gaulle

By Carl Davns

The French Communist Party has made another
small turn which emphasizes its complete dependence

.upon the foreign policy of Stalin's Russia. It has made

public, trrough a statement of its appointed leader,
Maurice Thorez, that all the decisions of the Yalta Con-
ference are completely acceptable to it and that it does
not share with General Charles de Gaulle and ‘his cabi-
net their reservations and opposition to the Crimean
gathering. What is so strange about this?

The answer lies in the whole nature of the European
political situation, the course of Russian foreign policy
and the struggle of power politics as personified by the
United States, Great Britain and Russia.

Prior to the Yalta meeting, the three powers had
been following more or less separate roads, each intent
on strengthening its own respective position in Europe.
Despite the fact that they, France included, are party
to the Dumbarton Oaks agreement for a new world
_power organization (similar to the ineffectual League
of Nations), bilateral treaties were lnaugurated First,
Russia and England signed a twenty-year treaty. Then
Russia and France signed a similar treaty. England and
France already had such a treaty.

CHANGE IN RUSSO-FRENCH RELATIONS

Up to the time of the French treaty, Russia's rela-
tions with that couniry and its appointed titular head,
de Gaulle, was friendly at first. (during the North Afri-
can campaign); afier Teheran, semewhat cooler. But
when de Gaulle went to Moscow ‘to sign the treaty, and
referred to Stalin’s prison camp as *dear and powerful
Russia,” the friendship betweén Russia and France rose
to a feverish height.

The Communist Party in France followed a militant
policy in the sense that it deferided the Resistance Move-
ment, its right to bear arms and its’ demands for eco-
nomie, political and social reforms. It severely criticized
de Gaulle’s regime and conducted itself generally as an
opposition party. -

That policy lasted until the Franco-Russian trealy
was signed. With customary suddenness the line was
changed. Was it changed as a result .of a discussion in
the Communist Party of France, after due deliberation
and consideration by its membership? Of course not. The
line was changed in Moscow, brought to France by Tho-
rez and simply anneunced as the new party line. That's
the way of totalitarian parties allied to totalitarian states.

Thenceforth the French Communists supported every
important measure proposed by de Gaulle. They agreed
to disarming the resistance movement. They discovered
a hundred and one reasons why this movement should
dissolve. They defended the government in its determi-
nation not to carry out any radical reforms and in gen-
eral acted like any capitalist political  party.

YALTA: A NEW POLITICAL STAGE

The imperialists who now rule France are indignant
that. they were left out of the Yalta meeting. They “want
to take their place as equals in the dismemberment and

enslavement of Germany, as well as in the partitioning

of Europe. But since the Allies continue to treat France
as a _defeated pewer, even as they talk about helping it
in its comeback and reserving a place for it as thc
fourth power, de Gaulle is rebelling. He refused to meet
Roosevelt. He has been critical of Yalta because he was
not asked to participate in the conference. He acts likeé
a spoiled child who does not understand his place in the
home of the United Nations..

The French Communist Party, which up to Yalta
completely supported de Gaulle, has now publicly criti-
cized him. Again the position taken by Thorez was rot
the,result of a party discussion or decision, but of an
Order emanating from Moscow. It read$: The decisions
of Yalta must be supported! The tasks of he communists
all over the world is to replace all previous policies with
a new one: complete endorsement of the line of Moscow-
Teheran-Yalta!

Therefore, says Thorez, *France will have the place

that she legitimately deserves. That place will be what
we make it (No, it will be what the U. S., England and
Russia make it—C. D.). We are glad of it and we do not
share the reserves and regrets of those who are aston-
ished that France was not called to that conference.”’

It is added, however, that while the French commu-
nists do not accept de Gaulle’s foreign pelicy, it will
continue to support him on domestic policy which, as
the New York Times 5tated, is: “To postpone far-reach-
ing economic reforms until after the war.” :

By MAX SHACHTMAN

PART II OF PART III

Who must take the responsibility for raising production, pro-
viding employment and the means of malntammg a constant pro-
duction?

The government must take this responsibility. We need a gov-

' ernment that will not hesitate to take the boldest steps required

by the interests of the working people—the overwhelming mass
of the population. Our measuring rod is not the interests of “iree
enterprise,”” of the tiny minority of big monopolists and their
agents, but the interests of the fens of millions of common people.

First off, an immediate cessation of the sale of government-
built and government-owned plants and facilities to private capx-
talists, a sale that has already proved scandalous.

CONSCRIPT WAR PLANTS—NATIONALIZE

Then, the conscription of all war industries. The governmment
.did not hesitate a moment to conscript more than 11,000,000 men
into the the armed services for the prosecution of the war. It con-
sceripted their lives, in other words. Let us have a government that
is not even one-hundredth as “radical” in working for the “inter-
ests of the nation.” Not millions of lives, but the war industries
should be conseripted, taken over by the government, and taken
over really in the interests of the masses. d

The governmeht conscripted lives by the millions, but it shrinks
with horror from the idea of NATIONALIZING the banks, the big
monopolies and corporations, the transportation system, the mines.
These big capitalist institutions like to refer to themselves as “pub-
lic servants” or “public services.” Very well, let them really serve
the people, if by “the people” is meant the useful men and women
who work to produce the wealth of the nation.

By these proposals we already indicate HOW a planned pro-
gram for jobs, high living standards and security is to be carried
out. But it is necessary to go further.

FOR PLANNED FRODUCTION
For planned national production, a government needs financial

“ resources. We want to obtain them in-such a way as not to throw

the burden on the economically weakest shoulders—the shoulders
of the workers, little farmers and middle class people, but to place
it on the economically broadest shoulders, where it belongs. A most
important additional reason for this is to reduce the financial pow-
er of the big capitalists, bankers and monopolists who invariably .
employ this power to support reaction, including fascist reaction
at the “right time,” against labor and the common people as a
whole.

First off, therefore, there should be not less than a one hundred
per cent tax on all war profits above five per cent on invested capi-
tal. It is 2 monstrous shame that these profiteers should be allowed
to coin super-profits out of the blood of the dead and wounded in
the war, which is precisely what they are doing now.

No individual income should be allowed to exceed $25,000 a
vear. Roosevelt talked about such a ceiling. What is needed is not
talk about it, but deeds. Nothing in the world can justify a higher
individual income than $25,000 a year when right now there are
more than twenty-one million workers who still earn less than
$1,000 a year, with all that this means in terms of human misery.

Finally, the government must have a graduated capital levy on
all accumulated wealth above $50,000 to cover the -enormous war
costs and to provide jobs and security. This is merely the applica-
tion of the principle of the progressive income tax to accumulated
wealth. The only ones it can affect are the monopolists and their
hangers-on. The ones who will benefit are the tens of millions.

'A FIVE-YEAR CONST_l_lUCTlON PROGRAM

The government must use its power to inaugurate a 250 billion-
dollar five-year program of housing, public works and rural elec-
trification and modernization. Its war program, which is a program
for destroying dwellings, industries, public works—and people—
is far in excess of our modest proposal.

All these proposals, however, would bring about little if any
improvement, if they were left'in the hands of the profiteers of
“free enterprise,’ the social bankrupts, the warmongers, stock-
jobbers, fixers, chiselers and the vast army of bureaucrats who
operate to keep them all.at the top of the social ladder. The eﬂec-—
tive and progressive execution of this program demands;

Workers' control of production. If it is the Knudsens and Wil-
sons and Sloans and Fords and du Ponts and Morgans who are in
control of the “planning” and of production in general we cannot
possibly have a serious change, except for the worse. The organ-
ized workers must be in control, not just here and there, but on a
national scale. They must have the decisive voice in hiring and fir-
ing, so that they do not remain at the mercies of the reactionary
employers. They must have the right to examine company books,
to see to it.that there is no concealment of profits and no monopo-
listic fixing of prices. It is more than sufficient, for the time being,
that a fixed maximum of profits is drawn by the employers out of
industry. On everything else they have proved to be bankrupt. The
workers themselves must control production.

To bring about jobs and security for all, Wallace tells labor to
rely on—Roosevelt. But there is more than enough practical expe-
rience to show how deceptive such reliance is. Wallace himself, as
mild a capitalist reformer as we know, was dumped off the last
Democratic presidential slate by Roosevelt. And the same Roose-
velt even hastened to inform Congress that he would approve the
taking of the RFC out of the jurisdiction of Wallace as Commerce
Secretary.

LABOR SHOULD RELY ON ITSELF

i Labor needs nothing more than reliance on itself. It is the
strongest 'and most representative organized force in the country.
It alone is capable of putting into effect the elementary program,
the plan for jobs and security, that we have outlined. The FACT
is that no capitalist government, regardless of who was at the head
of it, has taken, has been able or willing to take, one-tenth of the
simple, clearly-indicated measures that are so urgently needed if
economic life is to be organized for human well-being, instead of
for human suffering in peacetime ahd mass destruction in war-
time. This program is a program for a workers’ government! Only
such a government can make it a reality.

A w_orkers‘ government demands, as the very first step in its
realization, a workers’ party. Labor needs, first and foremost, a
party of its own, an independent Labor Party.

In his_ New -York speech, Mr. Wallace said tha.t “the people who
are fighting me” are the ones wo “want to push you and me into

the futility of a third party. I think we can win within the frame-
work of the Democratic Party.”

What serious evidence is there that labor “can win within the
iramework of the Democratic Party"? The continued domination
of that party in Congress by the Southern reactionaries? The fail-
ure even of Wallace to be nominated for the Vice-Presidency at
the Chicago convention of the Democrats? The RooseveK appboint-
ment of the big corporation stooges for.the State Department? The

treatment, again even of Wallace, by the Democrats in the-Senaté? *

We mention these four points. Four hundred far more szgmﬁcaﬂt
points could be mentioned.

The truth is that Wallace wanis to keep labor in the Demo-
cratic Party frap, chained to the futility of capitalist politics. One
of the reasons he is needed by the Democratic Party is to keep
labor in its trap.

BREAK WITH CAPITALIST POLITICS

Labor must break out of it. Labor must put an 'end to the pol-
iey of futility to which its leaders have condemned it. Labor must
organize its own party and challenge the parties of capitalist bank-
ruptcy for control of the nation and its destinies.

Vital questions are at stake. They concern nothing less than a
decent job for all, a decent standard of living, decent homes, de-
cent education and decent care for all, an end to the nightmare of
insecurity, want, fear, suffering. No real progress toward ‘realizing
a program that guarantees what labor aspires to and longs for is
possible until the big step forward has. been taken of organizing
labor into an independent political force.

Wallace is also “long” on words and “short” on action. He wants,
in fact, to keep labor from taking the only action that can set it
on the right road, to keep it tied to the Democraﬁc Party’s apron-
strings. j

Jobs, high living standards, rising national production and in-
come security and abundance—these demand a program of action
;:)l‘ ta workers’ government. That is the position of our Workers

arty.

A workers' government to carry out this program of sction—-
that demands an independent Labor Party based on the fifteen mil-
lion democratically-organized workers ot the country ;

There lies the road ahead.
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