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Goodnch Rubber Smke

AKRON, April 22—In a magnificent
upsurgg of labor militancy  reminis-

- cent of the city-wide strike against
the War Labor Board in 1943, 16,000
Goodrich rubber workers yesterday
downed their tools, stopped their ma-
chines and went home. They didn't
bother to leave pickets behind—they
didn’t need;them.

This spontaneous, orderly mass
evacuation of the great factories of
Goodrich came as a climax to months
of the company's offensive against

\ all effective collective bargaining.

Today at a well - attended shop
committeemen’s meeting the repre-
sentatives of the workers gave an en-
thusiastic vote of confidence and
support to their union negotiating

committee and - executive board,
which passed out. the following
statement:

OFFICERS BEHIND WALKOUT
“The Executive Board and Plant
Negotiating Committee of Local No.
5 do not feel justified in asking our
people to return to work in view of
the unreasonable attitude, of the
company on many accumulated
grievances, most of which consist of
rate cutting, reprimands, suspen-
sluj’ns and unwarranted dismissals,

By REVA CRAINE

This - article is dedicated to the
hundreds of thousands of toilers in
every part of the world whose deeds
under the most. difficult circumstances
of war and fasecist tyranny kept, alive
fhe spirit of struggle for a better
world. It is dedicated to them more-
over because. they have shown the
only way in which humanity can be
saved from the - consequences. of
these scourges: the destruction of
civilization.

FWE YEARS AGO

When the Workers Party and LA-
BOR ACTION were founded five
years ago, just after the outbreak of
the Second World War, they placed
themselves unreservedly on the side
of this struggle and declared that it,
e and. it alone, carried to.a victorious

“Many, problems have been re-
ferred to arbitration, but the com-
pany has refused fo abide by the de-
cision of the arbitrator in several in-
stances.”

The main concern of the workers

in this dispute is focussed on the

company’s having splattered the rec-
ord cards of unionists with literally
thotisands of unjustified reprimands.
The negotiating committee is com-
pletely bogged down with the rou-
tine h{mdling of these
company refuses to settle on a de-

. partment or division levél, bringing

them all up to top management,
which consistently does nothlng to
remove the reprimands.

* The® company’s real motive in this
has been to rid itself of militant
unionists, long - sérvice people, and
prepare the way for wholesale dis-
charges in the post-war period,
based on individual phony record

cards.

The tube room.shut down Thurs-
day night. On Friday a mill room
“worker, a good ex-committeeman,

was given three days off. for alleg-

~edly breaking a mill, . without bar-
gaining procedure having been fol-
lowed. When this department ,wen_t'

end could brmg about the kind of
world that the peoples everywhere
yearned for. (

In spite of all the official procla-
mations about democracy and the
Four Freedoms, the war was being
fought by all the big powers for the,
sake of expansion and domination or
for retentipn of empires formerly ob-
tained through armed force.

Thé Workers Party declared then,
and - the subsequent events have
borne out, that the victory of either
of the imperialist camps’ in the war—
Axis or Allied—could not possibly
usher in the freedom, peace, security
and human decency so desired by the
down - trodden, enslaved and op-

pressed. This could ‘be achieved only
by the people themselves, through
independent organization and strug-.
gle—independent of the imperialist

;which _the/

down, in sympathy with the worker,
unionists” throughout the shops felt
that all the grievances must now be
settled once and for all.

SOLID SUPPORT

At the shop committee meeting
today, the sentiment expressed was
that “We can no longer permit our-
selves to be used by ithe manage-
ment to order workers back on.the
job when we know damned well that
our people’s grievances are justified
and the company is deliberately try-
ing to crush -our union.”

The. meeting showed that it un-
derstood very well that Sherman

Dalrymple, international president of

the United Rubber Workers, would
attempt to order ‘the workers back
tomorow. The officers were advised
to tell him not to interfere with the
local's handling of the grievances. r
Solid support to the negotiating
uommqtee and officers for their
present stand was affirmed demon-
stratively. Acute awareness of the

. sirike-breaking role of the company,

the international officers, the WLB
and the Army was indicated on all
sidés, 'but did not guench in fhe
slightest the decision to remain ﬁrm.

interests of .both camps in the ‘war
and loyal only to the interests of the
people.

We called this struggle the Third

Camp of Labor, and to its encourage-
ment, furtherance and conscious or-

ganization we have devuted all our
energies.

Many were those who jeered be-
cause they had lost faith in'the ca-
pacity of the ordinary people-to
fight for themselves.. The scoffers
challenged us “to produce the Third

Camp.” In the meantime they them-’

selves joined up with' one or the
other of the imperialist camps and
did all in thexr power to discourage
and belittle the efforts of the slowly
emerging Thlrd Camp N -
But in one country- after snother,

the people, getting over. the initial
daze of the outbreak of the war, the

WORLD OF SOCI

Working Men and Working Women:

This May Day, 1945, arrives at a time
when civilization stands on the edge of
disaster. The war, rapidly approaching
conclusion in Europe and with a swifter
than anticipated defeat of Japan in the
offing, has, shown the dual tendencies in
capitalism¢ its tremendous ecapacity to
create the means of abundance; its equally
tremendous capabilities of destruction.
The world stands at the crossroads. It can
either go forward to a progressive society
of peace, fréedom and security for all, or
it can plunge into a third world war which
will mean the destruction of civilized man.

So grave is the danger to civilization

. that the imperialist rulers of the Big Three

have called together the nations of the
world at San Francisco to build a world
organization. in order to secure “peace,
freedom and security.” Unfortunately for
the aspirations of the masses of the world,
the San frunzisco conference can bring
none of these things. The only way the
Big Three can achieve a temporary 'peace’
is through subordination of the nations of
the world to their imperialist aims. They
will at best, establish an armed truce

. among ﬂlemni\tes. They will establish: se«.
. curity. only féi the ruling classes of. *ll'm,v nations,.

United States; Britain and Russia, so that
they may be able to plunder the rest of
the world lhrough exploitation of all the
peoples.

The seeds of discord among the' big
powers that will one day burst forth into
a third world war have already manifest-

ed themselves.. The interests of the big.

Fdff a Labor Declaration of Political lndependénce
__ MANIFESTO OF THE WORKERS PARTY

powers are antagonistic. The TUnited
States, whose wealth and productive ca-
pacity have increased to heights hitherto
unknown in the course of the war, aims
at nothing short of world economie, poli-
tical and military domination. Great Bri-
tain, whose strength has been largely
displaced by the U. S, still retains a vast
empire. But even she, bankrupted in the
war, can retain what she has saved only
through the express agreement of the

U. S. Russia, which was once a fortress

of socialism, has become a reactionary,
imperialist state. She is seizing an empire
in Europe and Asia and seeks further to
extend her domain.

The Big Three have divided Europe and
Asia, containing the bulk of the world's
population, into their various spheres of
influence, the portions being determined
by their respective military might. This is
their "peace.” Such a peace is built on the
shifting sands of their changing roles,
power and interests. It cannot last. It can-
not give the people of the world what they
want and what they thought they were
fighting for — enduring peace, freedom
from fear and exploitation, ubundance
and democratic rigl!is f‘or nll peoples and

.; e

“The Big Three are not only 'not going.

“to solve the world problems, but every
American worker has a gnawing fear that
the simple problem of a job is not going
to be solved by his own ruling class. Cut-

backs from war production are already

wiping out entire communities, throwing

into the street the men and women who

in'the last war ‘under ‘the Kaiser, The =

have worked, sacrificed and paid for the
war by the rising cost of living, high

taxes and frozen wages. This desire for
a guaranteed job, the only means through
which' security can be guaranteed, is é,n
aspiration the American worker has in
common with every European and Aslatlc

But already the capitalist rulers of this
country who have enriched themselves

from the war, are preparing a post-war-
reconversion program which will mean \a
further enrichment of themselves and an.
increased impoverishment of the people.:

Yet, according to the organizers and
publicists of the war, it is fought to bring.
security, freedom and abundance, not:

merely to the U. S., but to the world. It is"

supypsedly fought to rid the world of th"f
.monster, fasmsm.

- The masses of people of the wquﬂ. iu

the Axis countries as well as in the Allied,

had to be dragooued into the war, becuu '

they were exceedingly apprehensive of u

new world slaughter. There wdas no en-
thusiasm for the war in any eounfry. Not
even in fascist Germany, where thes Nazis
ruled by naked force, were there ithe
patriotic demonstrations which occurred

peoples of Europe, disugtm!:ed as a result
of the betrayals of the labor leaders prd.
working class orgam:aiions.. loked upon
the war in a fatalistic way. In the United
States and Great Britain top, there was
not the slightest enthusiasm. 'I'he rulers of
all countries had to call upon the people
to support the war as a war of defense.
(Continued on page 7) s

Who Are the War Real Cnmmals

By MARY BELL ;

Other thousands of these victims

The lower depths of the Nazi hell
are being daily revealed, We have
been filled to surfeit with the hor-
rors of the oencentration camps like
those of Belsen and Buchenwald—
the planned. starvation on potato-
peeling soup; refined, mechanized

rture; * ghoulish _surgical experi-
ments; human vivisection, ete. Our
indignation and ™, outrage against
these crimes is/almost inexpressible.

Millions ,of these victims were
Jews; hundreds of thousands, Poles.
Many were the enslaved workers of
countries over-run by ‘the Nazis in
the blitzkrieg days. They were im-
prisoned and wantonly killed by the’
*degenerate agents of capital. They
included pnsoners of war from all
countries.

* But to look upon these thousands
of imprisoned, tortured and  slain
mérely as victims of Nazi bestiality

is to see but half the picture. To,

conclude from these horrors what the
propagandists want you to conclude,
that £All Germans are guilty and all
must be punished,” is to fall into a
deadly trap.

j How the Third Camp of Labor Fough

overpowering victories of Hitler’s

'hordes, and the betrayal by their

own capitalist classes, began to stir,
to organize and to 'act. This was es-
pecially true of those who had been
led to believe that the way to fight
fascism was to support the program
of the Allied_governments and whose
honest and genuine anti-fascist feel-
ings had been exploited by the “de-
mocracies” to plunge them into the
slaughter.

When = Hitler's armies marched
across the European continent, the
ruling classes in the occupied coun-
. tries who were responsible for the
war, divided into two groups. One
section surrendered to and compro-
~ mised with the invader. They became
the collaborators of the Nazis and
the overseers of the .workers. They
preferred to supply the “enemy”

of Nazi terror were German anti-
Nazis, German resisters of fascism,
German left-wingers, German radi-
cals, German political prisoners, Ger-
man_protesting  workers. Despite
eleven years of rule by club and
bayonet, as late as last July, there
was a roundup of left-wing working
class leaders by the Nazis—so un-
conquerable is the desire for freedom
from explitation! Every working man
and woman should stamp this upon
his conscience. The stinking death
camps are witness not only of un-
speakable cruelty but of incredible
heroism. This was the price of re-
volt against Nazism.

. There is nothing new in the crimes
of fascism. Its rule of terror-and mur-
der against the workers and their
militant spokesmen has gone on from
its very inception. It is not peculiar-
ly German. It existed in Italy, until
the masses overthrew it. It exists in
Spain, where thousands 6f its oppo-

nenis are:in jails and concentration.

camps like the German. It is not con-
fined to the Axis camp. There are
fascistic régimes in Brazil, Argentina

mth war materxals—at a profit, of
course —to a fight against fascism.
The other section ran off to safety

in London or elsewhere, where they -

established themselves as the “gov-
ernments in exile.” s

The people, however, could not
and did not run away. Neither did
they collaborate with the fascists,
THey stayed and were subjected to
the double torture of war and foreign
oppression. Under such circumstances,

when even a wrong glance might |
mean arrest and deportation and

worse, the .people began slowly to~
organize' their resistance.

Despite ,the reign of terror, the
dangers and almost certain death that
many risked; despite the fact that

. they were leaderless, deserted, be-/

trayed; despite the loss of all the old
organizgfti\ons; and in face of the ob-

and other South American “repub-
lics.” It is combined with a feudal
type of régime in Japan, where more
than 60,000 workers are presently in
jail.

Fascism is'not specifically German.
It is not.European. It is not confined
to the Axis. It is not limited to any
hemisphere. Fascism is the rule of
naked force by decaying capitalism
in order to prevent the workers from
sccializing the private property of
the financiers and industrialists and
organizing production for the bene-
fit of society as.a whole. German
capitalism was on the verge of this
workers’ revolution in' 1933. That was
why the big “free enterprisers”
poured their money into Hitler's
treasury, helped him build a mass
movement of the middle eclasses
against the threatening revolution’

We are for, and every thinking

"worker must be for, a punishment of

the war criminals, those responsible
fof the atrocities. But we have no
confidence in the intention of the

,Allied War Crimes Commission nor

the Russians to bring all of the guilty

to trial and judgment ‘and punish-

Al

f Oppressnon in the War

struction of their own ruling classes,
the peoples in the occupied countries
formed - new types of organizations
and renewed the fight against the
despotism.

' THE UNDERGROUND

Underground movements- for na-
tional liberation came into existenage
in almost every European country—
Italy, France, Belgium, Norway, Po-
land, 7Yugoslavia, GITEECE. These
movements embraced the most cour-
ageous men and women, sons and
"daughters of the toiling classes, who
kept alive the will fo struggle and
made possible the future reorganiza-
tion of the working class movément.

That these movements were at first
directed against the German mvaﬂer
did not medn that the people in
were ready to' stop once the Nazis

ment. There\ are a host of facts to
warrant our lack of confidence.
NOT AN ANTI-FASCIST WAR ,
First, the war did not break  out
because of the Nazi ac¢ts against its
own working class or. anfnst the

enslavement of the peoplos of other
nations.

|

Nazism was appeased by the rn!ers :
of every Allied country until the life-
blood of their profits was threatenei

Churchill, for ° instance, open!y
blessed Italian fascism as against the:
impending Italian workers’ revolu-
tion. Britain has starved and killed
many more Indian, slaves than Na-
zism could ever aspire to. She has
had three centuries of practice in
impoverishing and brawheating the
colonial masses of India. '

Stalin was able to conclude a pmt i
of mutual assistance with Hitler, and
his spokesman ‘at San Francisco was
able to say without batting an ‘eye:
“Fascism is a matter of taste”l For
the Russian workers and opposition-'.
ists in Stalin’s concentration camps;
which outnumber Hitler’s, and for
the additional | slaves the Russlm.
: (Continned on page 6)

Ty

weére driven from their soil. This was
for them but a first step in the strug-
gle for democratic rights, for the
possibility ‘of settling accounts with
those who had gotten them into ‘this
appalling situation and who had
benefitted so handsomely from the

r. Whether this was consciollsly.
understood or only vaguely. felt, the
movement represented a new begin-
ning of the struggle for a new wotld
order. The people of Europe do not
want to go back to'the old days of <
exploitation, unemployment, erlsis,
fascism and preparations for yet at-
ther world war. Neither do they wish
to exchange one tyranny for another.
They want a new way of life. - 1 :

To' recall only a few of the outs
standing  battles of Labor's Third
Camp, we salute:

_ {Continued gn page 6) '.
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By WALTER WEISS °
* The War Labor Board is the single war agency in which labor

_ has a vote. And an equal vote, too. There are four industry mem-

‘bers and just as many labor members. The deciding ballots are cast
“public” members. The top umion’ leaders,
therefore, consider that their position on the board gives them a
toehold in the government—no matter how often their toes get
stepped on.

A few months ago, sonie statistics were released, showmg that
the public members sided with industry and labor about equally,
although industry had a slight edge. Such statistics are suppesed

. {0 prove (1) that the public members are truly neutral and (2)

that newspapers and employer groups are unfair in charging: the
board: with' being pro-labor.

- Bro-labor! An‘y union man who has had anything to do with: the
Wl{ﬁ (and who is lucky enough to have escaped the experience?)
knows how laughable this description is. Statistics cerfainly. can
lie. On a hundred trifles the public members side with labor, yet

' met even, on all tl;e triftes. ( -

LABOR ACTION said from thé very beginning that the WLB,
like: the rest of the government machine, was an agency of’the
capitalist class; that any concessions it might yield would be in

. proportion to the aggressiveness of the unions; that the labor lead-

ers, by their presence on the board, crippled their unions as ﬁghtl;-
ing bodies of the working class, concealed the true nature of the
bqard,_apd mac;lc Jits success as a capitalist weapon possible.

1f what we said could at first be dismissed by many workers
as radical and socialist “theorizing,” it hds now been proved and
proved again by experience. This is no accident, fore our “theo-
ries” are based on the long lessons of: history.

Thousands of unionists have now organized rank and file groups,-
with programs like that of LABOR ACTION and the Workers
Party:

For fighting unionism! Get off the WLB! End tlie no-strike
pledge!

For independent pulihcs' Organize a Labor Party, free of all
caplta]ist entahglements, as a necéssary first step toward ending
the monopoly of the corporations on governmental power!

THE RECORD OF THE WLE

How urgently necessary it is fo form such rank and file groups,
working for a new program and a new leadership, may be seen
from a review of the amazing record of the WLB durihg. the last
yéa'i'—and the even more amazing reactions of -the present union
leadership to this record. :
" Early in 1944 both the CIO and AFL had, affer long delays; as
}'ou may remembet, launched a “drive” to break the Little Steel’
formula. The drive consisted- of two parts; (1) to persuaﬁe the

_ WIB: thiat' thie official cost-of-living® indéx was far too low and (2)

to persnade the WLB that, even if th¢ index were correct, workers
were still entitled to at least a ten per cenit increase above the
formula; All the persuading was, of course, to be done by statistics
and atguments. That most éffective means of persuasion, the strike,
was under no possible circumstances to be l'l!. Workers in' local

unions who tried to correct this procedure were persecuted by
their own leaders in the name of “patriotism.”

The WLB met the labor officials’ “offensive” with endless delay-
ing actions and outright deception. In this they were assisted time
and-again'by other cogs in-the Roosevelt machine—Economic Sta-
bilizer Vinson, War Mobilizer Byrnes, congressional committees,
Roosevelt himself and, above all, the labor leaders, who placed
“national unity” and Roosevelt's re-election above the elementary
interests of their own members.

~ What was going on all this time was no military secret. Many
local union papers spoke out against it. Several business magazines
openly ridiculed -the union leaders. On June 10, Business Week
reported that WLB officials (notice,. WLB officials)” were confident
that the Steél Workers Union would not strike in its wage case.
These same officials regretted; however, that having deliberately
stalled they were not in a position imimediately to reject the wage
demands - (emphasis ours—Ed.).

Early in the labor campaign, on March 29, 1944, Chairman Davis
of the WLB wrote to the New York Times that he honestly didn’t
know whether the Little Steel formula was “producing gross in-
justice or not” but' that he was eager to learn the truth. A few
days latér, on April 7, the first annivérsary of Roosevelt's hold:the-
line order, Davis and other high administration officials hailed the
whole “stabilization” program  as a' great- success. Roosevelt at a
press conference praised this report highly and laughed at the
idea that any large group in the country, mcludlng labor, was
really dissatisfied.

THE OLD RUN-AROUND

For five days Philip Murray, prasuient of the Steel Workers
and of the CIO, was speechless. Then, on April 12, he demanded to
know, especially of Davis—Roosevelt could not be mentioned in
an elettion yeéar—whether the WLB investigation' of the cost of'
living: was “just a farce.” Of course, it was; and it was Murray's
duty to so inform his members.

A week later, just to clinth matters, Beonomic Stabilizer Vin-
son, who would have to pass on any decisions or recommendations
of the WLB; said- flatly:

“Any general increase in wage rates at this'time would inev-
itably force’ theiprice level to a’ higher plateau®

From the spring of 1944 until the fall, labor leaders were largely
occupied in campaigning' for Roosevelt's. renomination and re-elec-

tion. Labor's cases. were- meanwhile biitied" it patiels of the WLB:

for hearing and study. But in Seplember’ several® important union
conventions: brought' on a néw campaign of- deception. Among the
rubber workers, shipyard workers, and especially the auto workers

there was a strong and, above all; an org’anized re\:olt against the

no-strike pledge.

SHHHH—E_LECIHON YEAR
Here is what happened in Septembeér:

1) Endless rumors‘that Little Steel might or might not be broken-

before Election- Day.
2) Philip Murray's desperate statement’ to the rebellious auto

workers’ cotivenitfon’ that' the' formula’ woilll be' broKetis-and: soort:

—*“as sure as I am livihg"

3) A whole series of long-delayed WLB panel reports,, including
the steel, electrical and textile cases, all of them strungly stuggest-
ing wage increases. The steel-report further indicated that the cor-
porations could well afford to pay without price increases. So did
a “secret” report of OPA.

4) In the midst of the above, a statement by WLB chairman
Davis that “any damn fool can see” that a new wage formula would
be necessary—after the defeat of Germany.

5) A stateiment by “Assistant President” Byrnes that the line
must hold until—the total defeat of Japah. (The union conven-
tions were pretty well over by this time.)

6) A refusal by Roosevelt himself, durmg a personal conference
with labor leaders, to promise anything; until WLB had' reported
to him.

By October the embarrassment of union conventions had’passed,

. and the following events thok place:

1) On October 8, Louis Stark, reliable labor reporter of’ the New
York Times, says flatly that Roosevelt personally has detided’ not:
to raise’ wages before Eléction Day. He adds: “There is reasom to
believe that tHe President has informed’ some labor leaders of* his
reluctance to...change...the wage stabilization policy.”’

2) October 11 After 11,? stormiest session, WLB' votes, despnte
panel reports, that it will not recommend anything to the Presi-
dent on the Little Steel formula. Why not? Because they aren't
sure how wage. increases might affect prices. To soften the blow,
they talk vaguely about a new reconversion wage policy:

3) October 29: In his Chicago campaign speech, Roosevelt claims
the cost of living has been held marvelously but adds that workers
must be paid enough after the war to keep factories running. He
also promises, for the first, time, 60,000,000 post-war jobs.

POST-ELECTION PROMISES DECLINE

After the election came more of the same stuff. Here is the
picture in November:

1) “Assistant President” Byrnes offers his resignation. So do
public members*Davis, Taylor and Graham of the WLB. Roosevelt
begs them to stay. ;

2) WLB public and industry members report (fully eight
mornths behind- schedule) that. the government's cost-of-living in-
dex is almost perfect, not twenty points too low, as labor claimed
and proved.

3) Stabilizer Vinson praises WLB's report and also comes up
with the ol gag about a price rollback, this time on clothing. He
promiises a néw wage policy after victory in Europe.

4) Immediately after this, the CIO convention meets, hails
Roosevelt's re-election as a great victory, votes the WLB a neces-
sary war agency but condemns all its activities. Murray is very °
bitter against Byrnes, Vinson and public members of the WLB.
He demands that Vice-Chairman Taylor, whose resignation Roose-
velt had just refused, resign. R. J. Thomas of the Auto Workers is
still more bitter, apologizing for his own presence on the board and
even saying the workers were losing faith in Roosevelt.

3) The day after the CIO convention ends, the WLB decides the
- steel case, granting, after ten long months, a few cents in “fringe”
increases” (vadalion pay, shift differentials, etc.). Murray hails"this’
as a “great victory.’

WHAT THE WLB HAS MEANT TO AMERICAN LABOR

6) Stabilizer Vinson, much disturbed, demands smaller “fringe”
inereases in future eéases and no increases at all, without his ap-
proval, where price rises are considered necessary by the accom-
modating OPA, (His ruling has kept the textile and packing house
decisions from being put into effect for months already.)

WLB CHANGED NO SPOTS

As a result, since January of this year the “labor statesmen”
have more or léss given up attacks on the WLB. They now want
its old powers restbred: They still talk at” times»about the Little
Steel formula but are really agitated about the “fringe awards.”
In' January Roosevelt personally heard their complaints on this
score but promised nothing, since he was still awaiting, he said,
WLB’s report on the Little- Steel formula.

Meanwhile; the WLB o::cupleﬂ: itself with punishing employers
who gave illegal! wage raises and® with criticizing both manage-
ment:and 13bo¥ for rot deing’ miore genuine collective bargaining!
Labor leadets were dropping new hints, which nobody believed,
about quittitig: the: WLB. This sickening comedy reached a climax
when the New: York: Cily CIO Council; controlled by Stalin’s strike-
breaking Cothimrunist: Political Association, charged WLB Chair-
man Davis with telifng a lecture audiente that the country needed

“a darn good stiike,” if the workers expected to get anywhere. The'
Stalimsts complained that this remark was harmful to the no-strike
pleds’e. while Davis said it was just a “wisecrack.”

Finally, on February 22, the WLB decided that the Little Steel
formula was both ‘good and necessary and that wages had actually
outstripped prlces by seven per cent.

Theréiipon Roosevell’ promoted Vinson to be Federal Loan Ad-
ministfator (and’ later, on Byrnes’ resignation, to be “Assistant
Presidént”), Davis to be Economié Stabilizer in Vinson’s place, and
Taylor to be chaitinan of the WLB' in Davis’ place. In other words,
everybody whom I.lm labor leaders had denounced most vlgorously
was rewarded:

On March 12; the CIO executive board voted forty-three to

four, auto\and textile unions-dissenting, to remain on the WLB. '

Even the disseriters were really seeking nothing more than to re-
store the board's powers to grant “fringe” increases without Vin-
son’s restrictions. Only the ‘two textile representatives , were for
ending the ro-strike pledge. (The textile union had already quit
the WLB and had also rescindéd the pledge for some of its mem-
bers.) In keeping with the new line, Davis and Taylor were not
criticized this time, but all fire was leveled at Byrnes and Vinson.

Impressed once more by the fighting spirit of the CIO leaders,

Davis, in his new office of Economic Stabilizer, warned on March |

15 against any relaxation-in wage or price controls after Germany's
defeat. Forgetting his’ previous hints and promises of a V-E Day
raise, he now discovered that inflation would be more menacing
than ever at that time.

That Davis’' statement was administration palicy has since been

shown by Byrneés' final report before his resignation as Director of -

War Mobilization and’ by the report of Roosevelt's top stabiliza-
tion administrators (Davis, Eowles Taylor and Jones) on the sec-
ond anniversary of' the" hold:the-line order. V-E Day is now offi-

cially a danger point; at which the line musi be held more firmly
than evetr!

- and prove that

' 'ut of the Pa-s;f

MAY DAY ORIGINATED IN'
' EIGHT-HOUR-DAY STRUGGLE

By RUPFH PHILLIPS

© On May 1, 1886, working men all
over America laid down their tools:

Chicago, New York, Pittsburgh,:-

t. Louis and ‘elsewheére they
.‘(ﬁir_rched thousands strong through
tHe streets, demanding the eight-
hour, day.

M_;_'iy Day, labor’s day' of solidarity

. and 'struggle, was born, _

- Four years later, the Congress of
the Socialist and Labor International
fn Paris, after hearing a report on
.the struggle for the eight-hour day
by the American trade union dele-
gates, set May 1st aside as an inter-
national labor holiday, a day for la-
bor to wvoice its political and ‘eco-
nomic demands. May Day belongs to

the workers of the world, but its ,

origins are in the American labor
movement.

STRUGGLES FOR 8-HOUR DAY

. May 1, 1886, was the culmination
of long years of struggle by Amer-
ican workers against the slavery of
mhuman hours 'of toil. The fight for
the shorter work day goes back to
the very beginnings of the labor
movement.

When, in 1884, the Federation of
Organizéd Trades and Labor Unions
of the U. §. (forerunner of the AFL)
passéd’ a resolution calling for - the

By SUSAN GREEN

legal enactment of the eight-hour

day as of May 1, 1886, it miét' with a’

tremendous responsé from thé work-
ing people, The two years from 1884
to 1888l saw a great spurt forward in
union organization and strike strug-
gles. The movement was given im-
petus by the business depression of
1884:85, which caunsed widespread un-
employmeitt. The uhskilled and un-

organlzeﬂ workers. were drawn into’

‘the fight.
Of the thousands who demonstrated

on May 1, 1888, it is estimated" that

half of them won shorter working
hours. The foundation was laid. for
future battles which were finally to
bring the legal enactment of the
forty-hour week by the federal gov-
ernment.

HAYMARKET MARTYRS.

The eight-hour movement of 1886
left behind it not only the traditions
of struggle and victory, but, as well,
the undying memory of our mar-
tyrs in the fight, the victims of the
famous Haymarket demonstration in

Chicago. Parsons, Spies, Fischer and:

Engel, the militant leaders of the
Chicago working: class in' the-eighties;
were sent to the. gallows' for their
part in. the fight for the eight-houe
day. d

Labor in America has‘come a long

'

/

. Not long ago women and children in. Nice; SouihermFrunce.
rioted when a huge plate of caviar and cold’ salmon appeared
on the screen of a local theatre in'a scene from' “Ahdy Hardy
Gb,‘bs to. Town." Thereupon fhe authorities bonned: fhe movie,
"Tlna Private Life of Henry VIII," because it shows-great roasts
of beef; fowl and other food. The ddnger of in¢iting the starvinyg

French people was too great.

From northern France-came recent news of  women- trying to
break into a sugar factory to get for their children some of'

- the calories lodging in sugar. The sugar permitted only to those

who can afford black market prices.

From Stockholm, Sweden, comes afreport:of hunger riots in
the northern and eastern sections of Berlin. Said the reporter:
“On the eve of my departure hungry mothers of starving chil-
dren stormed food shops in the Alewanderplatz and almost

lynched a SA (storm troop)
gugrd who tried to quiet them
with the suggestion that they
economize~on their bread na-
-tions.”

Here are similar pictures
from both a so-called friendly and
so~called enemy country — pictures
that  transcend national boundaries
imperialist World
'W_‘ar-II' has inflicted unbearable suf-
fering: alike on victor and wvan-
quished. And they show also that
women, as the fulerum of family
life, bear the load.

In -thé United States the barbaric
devastation of war-has not been félt

~in all its impact. A favored geo-

graphic locdtion, the great natural
resources of the country and the
tremendous productivity of Ameri-
can wotkers and farmers have all
contributed to saving us here from
the horrors experienced by the com-
mon people in other parts of the
world. However, even here the rav-
ages of war have not exactly passed
us by.

Thére. is the struggle of the people

to make ends meet with frozén wages -

and expanding’ prices. Theie are the
empty places in the icebox and in
the clothes closet dueé to the scarcily
of commodities~fourid in plenty,
however, on' the black: market. There
is Alle s!mrtage of* decent Nonging, - of
doctor and’ lrospim aecommoﬂatious,

way since May. 1, 1886. The labor
movement, which theh numbeéred in
the hurdreds of thousands: at- most,
today embraces millions. The. eight-
hour ‘day has bggn_'won

ican workers are’ confronted with
new problems and more knotty ones.
In thé last fifteen yéars, American
capitalism™ has plunged the nation
into- a terrible é¢onomic depression,
followed by. a bloody war. Today, on
the eve of the end of the war'in Eu-

rope; the American people- are’ ficed:

with the prospeet-of post-war unem-
ployment in the millions, and the
dévastation and misery whlch it
brings.

The cap;tallst politicians make
grandiosé promises for full employ-
mefit after the war. But every at:
tempt: to guarantee those: promises
by legislation of even the mildest
kind is a dismal failure. The capi-
talist poiitic‘lans canitiot provide” full
employment betausée

protection of profit.

It is up  to the organized workers

to solve the problems of: the pest:
war. world, They will solve’ them

offly by the¢ fighting' methods of the .

Iwnrkers wiho. ma.rclied on May 1,
1886,

of chil@’ care” -ceénteis: for™ working
mothers: All these! laeks: meahn dis-
coitifort' for' all® 'l:lfnd't.‘i‘i_nlllié‘d-'i Health
for many, si¢ckniess' for' maiy others;
and' éven premature death for all
toe’ many. And' aghin; the wonien as
the’ fiilerum- of ' fathily life; féél the
briint of the situation:

Al casualty of war almost:as tragie
as that> which: happens' i¢’ the best
manhood of- the nation, is- what hap-
péns- to’its children. Due- to" thé' edo-
,nomic, social and moral upheaval
tens of thousands of adolescent boys
and girls are caught in thé&: ireacher-
ous current, ahd their lives ‘are’
twisted ‘or broken. Huddreds of thou-

- sands of children are induced to take

jobs. Youngsters under fourteen
work inhumanly long" hours, on’ vl
familiar jobs, at hazardous and: un-
fla'm-i]jar machines. Aecidents to’ child
worket's have risen directly, with‘the
violation - by bosse& of child- labor
laws.

In the State’of New York the child

accidents reported by inspeetors-—
and they are only part of the story—
were. in 1944 seven time those’ in
1940. The ‘near breakdown of  the
school  system undéir war cohditions
isa’ factor increasing both child” dé-
linquericy and™ harmful- child labor:™
‘The- war has taken the full-grown,
and stunts the’ growth of the grow-
ing. And what woman-is' nol . aware
of this doubleé trapedy!- |
Again;- what women is’ not filled .
with. cefisiiming doubt" as: to' the: fu-
ture? What-shall she tell the® baby
whenit :grows up’ about the’ riissing-

i

they = are.
pledgéd; in the  first place, to the

S/
Face Cutl

SAN' PEDRO — With thousands of’
shipyard workers on the Pacific
Coast already “términated” from
their jobs and, with ;rﬁany thousands
mdre fatmg unemplo;ymént in' the
very’ near future because of the end
of most government contracts for
new construction work, and with
the limiting: of most yards-that will
remain open to repair work only, a
serious crisis is already facing the
shipyard’ workers.

Part of those lajd off have been
absorbed in other war work. But
with the inévitable slackening in all
fields of' production the shipyard
workers and their unions will really
be put to the test.

WHAT IS LABOR DOING?

What steps have been taken to
meet such an eventuality? Practically
none. In the April 2nd issue of the
Shipyard Worker, international: pa-
per of the Industrial Unijon of Ma-
rine & Shlpbmldlngt Workers of-
America, Phlllp Murray. is’ quoted as
engaging “in a call for serious-think-

ing now, about ‘jobs for all!” Mur- -

ray, with a boldness and dash mest
upusual in comfortable in CIO offi-
cials today, actually extended him?
self, to the point of specifying what

is necessary. to. ensure jobs: for all.-

Addressmg Iabor government- and

father? What kind of world will the
baby grow up in? These doubts were
well expressed by the widow of a
pilot. On' rééeiving a médal awarded
hér- dead’ husband, she' wrote: to the
army- heads statifig' some of her

. thoug‘hts about her baby and’ the fu-

ture: “F dont- want- him' to think’ of
his: father being Killed while he was
killing" other people: We Atmericans
werett't ‘brought up to do that! T wish
I could tell him, his father died to
save him from being drawn into a
third world war. I hope it is true,
sincerely, ,but mothers twenty-five
years ago wondeted- too.”

Does Bretton Woods' give any as-
surance to the mothers of whom this
pilot’s widow is typical? Do Dumbar-
ton Oaks, Yalta' and San Fraficisco
give any assurance to the mothers of
whom this pilot's widow is typical?
Hardly, for ihe- conflicting intetests
of the great powers among: them-
selves; and of the little’ powers as
against the great powers; ihevitably
mean trouble: Even' Roasevelt; in his-
speech to Congress: after Yalta; be-
trayed‘ an- undercurrent of doubt

‘while' expressing' hope.

And did not Wilson express hope
& quarter of a’ century ago? But in-
ternational capitalism' runs true to
form!

The- first half of the message of
LABOR- ACTION, on this May Day

'1945;-to. working women is this; Per-

manent péave: under lnterm?ﬁonal '
capitalismi’ is* impossible: One: br the
other must go. For the sake of the
deadl for wioi (fieve is ‘110 1ouger any

ipyard Workers on the

ack Unemple yménf Now

industry, Murray stated: “We must
agree to get together' immediately to
.do what is needed for jobs: for all”

If labor leaders are unwilliiiz or
unable fo. answer the question of
how we are: going to’ get: sixty. mil-
lion’ jobs, it' is becaiise: they are tied
body and’'soul to the régime in: Wash-
ington, to the rulihg: class, thie capi-
talist class. It is. precisely the Admin-
istration’ apid: the proﬁt-suclﬂns‘ capi-
talists it represems who must be
fought without  compromise to at-
tain security. and- jobs for all.

When the security of American
capitalism was called into question
by the rival cut-throat imperialists
of Germany and Japan, when war

came, when it was a question of .

blood-letting and destruction, these
“leaders of the nation” acted with as-
tonishing speed  and efficiency.: Now
that it is a matter of their doing
something about sixty million jobs
for American-workers...well, most
workers understand that it will take
more than gentle prodding to gét
them ' into action.

SHIP  WORKERS' DIFFICULTIES
The shipyard  workers are in a ra-

ther peculiar position. The shipyard:

industry, perhaps’ more than: any
other; cannot- be' “reconverted” A
superabundance of ships: has: been

Mdy Day Message on Socialism for Working (

hope and for the children for whom
there still is hope, we ask the wom-
en to dedicate themselves to the task
of proturing péaceé in' thé only way
pb‘sslble—hellﬂﬁg to establish® Inter-
' mational Socialism,

Another source’ of grave anxiety
to every woman is the’ q’h‘estibri of
economic security. Will the mother
and housewife’ who is fortunate
enough to have a’ breadwinnef, be
the' re¢ipient of a'pay envélope eaeh
week sufficient to provide the good
life for her family? And what of the
almost 18,000,000 women workers

“noWw supporting- themselves and’ de-

pendents? Will: there be jobs: for
them? And what kind of pay will
they get?

SECURITY: AND SOCIALISM

In March, 1944, the United Auto
Workers made a' survey and discov-
ered that 85% of the women workers
wanted to keep their jobs after the
war. Of the widowed women work-
ing, 100% need their jobs.- Of the
single women, 98,5% must' keep on
working. Of the married women,
68.7% must continue to contribute to

‘the family 'income:

However, already six' mionths ago
thete' were 20,000 wonien in- thé De-
troit area unable to get jobs. Cut-
backs have since’ inereaked ahd are
steadily increasing. Wonten aré be-
ing" discriminateil’ against-in 1ay-offs,
and especially pnioh- women® whase
statidard © is* equal'! pay’ fo# egual
work: It-i$ the purpose of the capitalt
isls o create’ - iuge dmy % usioras

produeed. Unlike steel, rubber, auto,
ete;, there will be ver

somei chioose: to call “the’ post-war pe-
riod.” A‘ﬁ that' remains is the- heces-
sity. to 'keep the ship already . pro-
duced. in a state of repair. This can-
not' empléy more than ten per cent
of thoese who have beén busy. in the
yards during- the past five. years.

The 'shipyard: workers,
their union, miist demand severance.
pay from the einployers to-tide them
over in the weeks immediately fol-
lowing: their “termination- from the
rolls.” Then when the inevitable pe-

‘riod of unemploymient comflensation

begins, the' sh‘ipyarﬂ woikers and a1l
workers. must’' put' into effect the
powerful slogan of the annual wage.
If the government, could find hun-
dreds of billions of deliars for war
it can find similar sums for elemen-
tary human needs,

We must demand that unemploy-
ment compensation be raised to- the
level, of* the full weekly wage.,
Twelve, fifteen; twenty. dellars a
week cannot: support the worker and
his- family. It will nmiean slow starva-
tion—and not too slow, at that. The
gevernment:, must assure the main-
tenance: of the standard: of living;
net cut:the present very inadequate

little ' demand.
for new ship construction in what:

through

standards by some seventy-five per
cent. Yes, we must fight to raise un-
employment compensation to the

.level of the weekly wage.

The union has just issued a pro-
gram which we will deal with in an-
other article,

Then, instead of just talking about
it, we have to begin the struggle for
jobs. Only throigh- the creation of
millions . of jobs in other industries
can the unemployed shipyard work-
ers find steady work. To make even
a beginning along these lines we
must revoke the no-strike pledge.
How can be fight without weapons?

Now on May Day, 1945, we must
resolve to break all government con-
trols upon the labor movement, Lit-
tle Steel formula, War Labor Board,

ete, and clear the decks for a little’

independent and militant working
class action. Our leaders tell us that
we must support the Democratic Par-
ty, the very party that keeps these
handeuffs on the labor movement.
Republican or Democrat, their atti-
tude toward labor is the same: keep
labor down. What we need is a party
of our own that will fight for these
things and only our kind of a party
—a’ pdrty of labor—can engage iri
militant and suecessful struggle to
gain security for all thusc who work.

Plosfed wonien to- compete for jobs
at lower wages and thud break down
the whole wage structure!

This calamity to labor must: be
avmded Women must insist on being
uhioriized,” on uhion contracts with
equal pay and séhiority rights f_bt"—
wornet, on' lay-off' pay, on proteétive
legis'lation bath federal and'state. But

-Just‘ as capitalism runs true to form

on’ the' international fiéld, it' also: Hag
its" Basic: form in démestle écohomy.
There will be many - more workers
than .jobs fo go around. And this ‘al-
ways spells’ economic inseculity. atid
ook .

The second half of the message of
LABOR ACTION, on this May Day
1945, to working women is this:
E'conomle security under capitalism
is iw:ﬁbm One or the other miust
£0. ask the working women who
fear economic insecurity as well as
war, to join us in fulfilling our pro:
gram'for an independent labor party,
a’ Workers’ Government, workers'
control, of industry, production for
use’ and not' for capitalist profit.

For economic security—a Workers
Government and Socialism; for per-
manent’ peace—lntematmnal Social-

. ism,

IRON ﬁA’NBE GREET'INGS TO LABOR ACTION

Minnes‘ofa Wo‘rkh.rs Say: "On with the
Independent Labor Party."

Hibbing, Minn.

YOUNGSTOWN-WARREN BRANCH
WORKERS PARTY
Sends You Revolutionary Greetings
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By MAX SHACHTMAN,
‘National Sncre'l'ury of Workers Puri‘y

-

It is an axiom by now that the defeats and. set-

backs suffered by.the working class throughout the -

world in the last quarter of a century have been
due not to the vigor
and stability - of, the
existing 'social order,
but to the absence or
immaturity of ° the
conscious revolution-

_ ary vanguard party.
A scote -of ‘times
sinice 1917, the peo
ple -have either been
ready to-rise or have
‘actually risen aigdinst
the ruling elasses. In
‘eyery case, there was
enough will to strug- -
gle,” aggressiveness,
sacrifice. Defeat .was
due to the lack of a
revolutionary lead-
erﬁhlp measuring up to its tasks. *

The glctnrlnus struggle to substitute socialism
for capitalism is unique in all history, as we have
repeatedly emphasized, above all bgcause it is and
cannot but be a conscious struggle, Slavery not only
could but did take the place of primitive commu-
nism without the conscious and planned efforts of
the slave-owners. Feudalism was murdered by the
modern machine and the modern market. To the
extent that the bourgeoisie participated as a class,
it had' an essentially FALSE consciousness.

1t is entir,_ely different with socialism. The. first
social order' in history to be based on conscious
planrung can be brought into existence only by
conscious planmng The process of capitalist produc-
tion creates directly the possibility and the neces:
sity of socialism in the férm of a vast, socmlly-opﬁr-
ated*machine. It creates directly a class, the working
class, capable of intrbducing socialism. The indis-
pgh'Sablé elements of a socialist consciousness, how-

evez, it creates only indirectly and in a much more
remote sense; and even these must contend with a

systematically-fostered capitalist consciousness. Two
- generations have lived to see”this demonstrated.

JS_ocisllst. consciousness requires a repository

where it can be accumulated and -ordered, from

which it can be instilled in others, and by which it
can be constantly revised, checked, remewed, and
defended. The ingenuity of man has invented no
repository which even begins to equal—much less

- one that is superior to—the revolutionary socialist

party, the political vanguard organization of the

working class. “Without revolutionary theory, no |

mvolu.ﬂonary practise”—that is only another way of
saying, “Without a revelutionary party imbuing the
working class with socialist consciousness and or-
ganizing its action on that basis, no proletarian vic-
i tory. no secialism.” ; i
Once all this, and what fonows from it, is fully
grasped, the task of our time is clear. The worker
who knows bhat capitalism is his enemy, ‘but -who

cannot ﬁnd time for the revo]uimnary party because 4
he. is “too busy” in the tiade-union movement, has

net yet grasped these fundamentals. The result is
that his activity among the working class is vitiated
and even nullified.

Fortunately, there are those whe have grasped
these fundamentals. The fight for liberty, for social-

1sm, is the moral content of their lives. They are .°

therefore able to devote themselves smgi\emmdedly
to the building of the revolutionary, party. Their
success in performing this most important of all
tasks must be measured not only by what -is neces-
sary in.any given period for the attainment of the
main goal—but also by what is possible and.by what
is accomplished by those whose course is different.

The Founding of the Workers
Party -

The. Wotkers Party was orgamzed as'a result of
the factional struggle that broke out in the Ameri-
canr Trotskyist movement (the Socialist ,Workers
Party and its youth organization) when the second
world war began, and ended in a split. Those who
fourided the new party had reason to be confident.

| First, they had better than held their own in the
debate; Difference’ of opinion and even factional
struggle wete not new,in the Trotskyist movement.
But never before had the leadership of any section

£ the. International shown such.poverty of ideas,
sueh: bewilderment- and downright helplessness
whlien' confronted by a new situation, a new problein
and a critical’ oppoesition -as in the SWP. in 1840.

Jn face of the joint partition of Poland by Ger-
many and Russia, followed by the irnvasion-of Fin-
lang and the annexation of the Ballic couniries by
Stalin, we proposed the abandonment of the tradi-
tional . position of “unconditional defense of the
E.S SR in war. We argued that Russia was playing’

reactionary rdle in the war, having joined one of
the imperialist camps in order to share in the booty;
and- that to support Russia meant supporting. the
lmperlallst war in violation of the interests of the
intermational: working class and socialism. -

“The SWP majority thad no reply save ‘the repe-
tition of the formula, “Russia is a degenerated
workers: state; therefore, we are for its uncondi-
tional defense in' the war.” Its attempts to give more
specifig-answers-to the political situation were sorry

models of confusion: witness the fact that it pro- °

duced: three mutually contradictory documents on
the war in/Finland in less than that number of
WEQRS- e f

‘Never in ‘the history' of the movement chd we'
have what followed. Trotsky found himself obhged
to lead-and carry on the fight for the paralyzed ma-
Jorlly all by himself.

Trotsky enjoyed a tremendous authnrli.a.tive
(anthoritative, not authoritarian) standing among
the _niembers of the minority. Only the greater’
strength of 'their arguments enabled them to con-
linue the debate with him. In the final voie, the
minority. had more than forty percent of the votes;
if the Trotskyist movement is taken as a whole in
_ this country (party and youth erganizations to-
gether), the minority had well over fifty percent of
the votes. It was a distinet victory for us. As for the
Cannonites; it was an utterly crushing defeat from

every standpoint. There is no doubt that if Trotsky

had not intervened (he had, of course, both the right
and duty to intervene), the Cannonites would xsim-
ply have been inundated in the fight. :
. The way in which the split took  place enhanced
our confidence. The split, to our jknowledge, simply
has nos precedent in the working-class movement.
To this day, the Cannonites have caréfully ‘guarded
agdl inst making- public even to. their membership the
full text of the resolution that split the SWP!f

The first: part of the resolution provided for ac-
coplance- of-the decisions of the’conventién that had

_ Jugt taken place (Apnl, 1940) and a conunltment .

\ :
"“to carry them out in a disciplined manner ' This
“clever” \motion, characteristic of the little mind
that cohceived it, merely meant that the minority
should vote to gag itself in the working-class public
‘on the most vital question of the day, the war, ‘and
approve of handing over its inner-party rights to the
mercies of a majority that had\ gone out of its way
to prove that it was entitled to no such confidence.
We therefore abstained in the vote on this motion.

. The second part of/the resolution provided that those

not voting for the first part shall, for that reason
alone, be deprived of ‘all party positions, responsi-
bilities and rights! A unigue contribution, to-revolu-
tionary party procedure! ’

We had not violated a single disciplinary pro-,
vision. We were not even charged with- any such
violation. We were e:(pe]led in eﬂEct;’ merely for
. abstaining from the vote on the majority’s motion,

which provided that we “accept” convention - deci- '

sions which among other things branded us as
“petty-bourgeois.” The whole procedure lasted, as
the party boss gleefully noted to.-a crony at the
meeting, exacﬁy four and three-quarter minutes.
We knew well in advance, in so far as it is possible:
to be certain in politicg, that the leading clique was
determined to get rid of the opposition, especially
because it was not prepared to proclaim the om-
niscience and omnipotence of igndrance and im-
potence. So we were well prepared.-The Workers
Party was publicly proclaimed and our LABOR
ACTION and New International were issued shortly

- after the expulsion ukase. 1

Fear.of our views, and of our ability and deter-
mination to defend them, prompted our expulsion,

" and nothing else. The consciousness of this only for-
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The Famous "Russian Question”
The Workers Party was the ONLY working-class
organization, with NO exceptibn, which took a
forthright, unambiguous position in public in oppo-
sition to American imperialism in the war, Our

tified us Iin our Actions.

* manifesto in LABOR 'ACTION on this score wns

the only one to appear in the labor movement i

dist,ely after the Pearl Harbor events. If was our
political ‘demonstration against American imperial-
ism, and under the circumstances, the best that could
have been (certainly the least that should have
been) made. The SWP did not follow suif. This fact
cannot be talked away, alfhough efforts have not
'been lacking. And since Pearl Harbor, as before it,
our position has been equally forthright and unam-
biguous. It has formed part of our work of awaken-
ing the consciousness of the American working
class, of arousing it to its class interests, of imbuing

"it with the spirit of socialist intérnationalism.

We did not change our position on Russia but we
did strengthen it. Unlike the Cannonites, we sought
to learn from the 1939-1940 discussion. If Trotsky-
was the only one we could -learn from, that was
neither his fault nor ours: He was, the only one who
contributed to his side of the debate.

Trotsky never succeeded in freeing himself from
the basi¢ contradictions.of his position. He could not™
(nor did he attempt to) explain how the counter-
revolutionary, anti-socialist, anti-Soviet, Bollﬂliﬂrt—

ist bureaucracy, as he rightly. called it, could nevers . |

“theless establish in the capité]ist countries (Poland,
‘thé Baltic lands) 'what he called the foundations of
a workers’ state, i.e,, carry out a social revolution
“yia bureaucratic military’ means.” He could not
explain why, if Stalinist Russia is like a big trade-

— union in power whose army is to be supperted, he is

nevertheless opposed to this “union” gaining in
membership and strength, so to speak, by extending

_its frontiers' (“We were and remain against seizures

of new terirtories by the Kremlin,” he wrote). But
" he did succeed in pointing out many of the contra-
dictions in our position as it was developed and de-
fended at that time. At least, ‘that is the opinion of
the present writer.

The unteriability of Trotsky's basic position, and
the defects and contradictions: he revealed in our
original position, only stimulated us to further and
deeper analysis of the ‘question. The result, a prod-
uct of genuinely collective thought and elaboration
by the leading comrades of our party, was worked
out and presented (not, thank God, as;a “finished
‘program”) in our theory of Stalinist Russia as a
bureaucratic-collectivist state.

The quest;lon of Russia is so momentous, how-
ever, that it will not tolerate silence.- Oiie way or
another, the silence had to be broken, and it has
been. Stalin’s spectacular successes in the defense
of the “degenerated workers’ state,”” have now im-
posed a “"turn” in policy upon the SWP. It is oné of
the most remarkable “turns” in' the history of the
movemeént. The slogan of "uncondxltlonal defense”
of! Russia in' the war was what. distinguished the
'SWP from the rest of the world. So it sald repeat-
edly during’ the war, and in just those. words. Who-
ever did not work for the, victory of, the Russian
afmy in -the war, thereby placed himself on the’
other side of the barricades. That too. was said in

" those words, and more than once. It would seem now

that, this slogan has'been favored by truly rich suc-

" cess. The Russian armies are victorious on every
front. Now, if ever, is the time for the bearers of -

the slogan to cheer their victoty, and. to express a
justified’ pride in themselves and in the modest
contribution- they made to the victory.

It is almost the very oppesite that has. hs,ppened
Near the very pinnacle of overwhelming victory, it
has béen discovered that the slogan which ‘aimeds
to bring about this victoty must now be abandoned!
Slogans have beén abandoned ang’ pohcies ehanged
befdre now, and so it will be in the future. This is
the' first case we know of, however, whére a slogan
has been abandoned because’ it proved to be’ too
successfult An indispensable’ addition to this'is the
fact that it has been abandoned with an accompany-
ing insistence ‘that the ONLY" reason ever given for
advancing it in the first place still’ holds, namely,
that Russia is a workers' state. ;

There you have the balance-sheet after five years:
The old line must “recede” because it was such a
success: Honest and open abandonment of 'the fatal

policy, with honest and’ open self-criticism> is"thé

very pre-condition of educating the party and the’
workers around it. The SWP. leadership is not con-
cerned with education; it is concerned only with
face-saving, with bureaucratic prestige.

The Cannonites who: derided the idea of the
“Third Camp of Labor,” are compelled’ to advance
it themselves, but of course without using. the same
term! Now they no longer repeat that Russia is part
of the camp of the proletariat and the colonial peo-’
‘ples. They laughed themselves wet at the idea that
Russia was following an impei-_ialist policy for -its
share of the spoils—it was merely defending itself,
l-vou see, by bureaucratic methods: We now read that
Russian “foreign policy has lost every vestige of its
former isolationism and’ defenisiveness and is. be-
coming aggressively expansionist and adventurlsL”
Imperialist? Good, Lord,! no! That term ‘is petty-

“'bourgéois heresy: Rus_sl_a‘"is rerely .. “agg_res:uve}y

~expansionist and ‘a“dventgrist_.?’; Apparently a whim

on' Stalin’s part. We read further that the allies
“accept Stalin’ as a third partner and in business-
like manner arrange with him a division of spoils.”
(Fourth Infernational, March, 1945, p. 68.) Imperial-
ist? My God, no! It is simply a case’of the poor little

. workers' state, in sheer self-defense, gétting a share ]
of the.

.8poils, It is to be regretted that there are
people; who begrudge it even so modest an award
for its efforts to bring socialism to Europe on the
bayonets of Trotsky's Red Army.

The Party and Labor Movemenf

The dispute on the Russian question was impor-
tant, and so it will continue to be. But far more

dmportant is the dquestion of participation in the
class struggle in the'Uhited States. In this field, the .

work of our party Has'been valuable and fruitful.

We founded the Workers Party with a member-
ship composed for the most part of youth. The pre-
ceding years of crisis and depression had deprived
many of them of the opportunity of entering indus-
try and taking part in the trade-union movement.
The war gave those who were. not dratted, the op-
portunity they sought. Before long, virtually our
entire membership was concentrated in important
industries and active in the labor movement, ac-
quiring experience,not only from the older party

International C&::mmunisfs
of Germany ( Trotskylsf)
Greet Labor Achon

Dear Friends!

In sending you our congratulations
and heartiest wishes we want to say
“the following: '

This is the darkest first May the
workingclass and humanity-as a whole
has ever seen in modern history. After
long years of hope based on the down-
fall of fascism, the German workers
especially now face the bitter reality
of being enslaved both by the hang-
man Stalin and the Allies. We think the
workers all over the world must know
the truth: there is no possibility for an
immediate sucgess of the German and
even the European revolution.

. But %o recogtize the truth and to
refuie all cheap optimism means not

.0 be discouraged and not to lose
faith in the revolutionary capacity of
the masses. It only means to prepare
reulls‘l‘icully for' events fo come.

Great batiles . in Europe. in the' |
colonial world; and in America are in-
evitable. The final issue of all these
struggles of millions of peoples de-
pends in large measure on the attitude
of the American workingclass, and
in large measure on your m‘.'lwi'ly
There is no such thing as a guuran'lee
of success by good will and faith
alone. This is why we join the expres-
sion of our deepest solidarity with the
firm hope that you will make every ef-
fort to improve the work of LABOR

ACTION constantly.

The task ahead is an endrmous one.
Equally enormpus is your responsibil-
ity: no easy victory cdan be expected.
This is the lesson of decades of heroic
struggle in Europe. May it also be the _
lesson: for the workers in the United'
States, who now go through our old
experiences. If that lesson is thought
out to all its profound consequences,
we shall see another, a triumphant
May first of liberated humanity.

: Fraternally yours,
AK. d. 1KD. (London)

members but also from the militants in the labor
movement with whom they established fnendly
contact. -

The difficulties encountered in carrying on mili-
tant activities in the trade unions during the war
need little elaboration. There.is the powerful pres-
sure exerted on. all sides for “national unity,” so
that the ruling class may increase its power and
carry out its reactionary policies without interfer-
ence by the workers acting in defense of their class

interests. There are the conservative trade-union .

eaders, tied to the imperialist machine, and exert-
ing every ouncé of their strength against effective
independent action by the workers and against the
militants who, urge it. There are above all the Stal-
inists, ready and eager to pounce upon’ every pro-
gressive and every genuine somahst, to frame him
up, to hound him and drive him out of the labor
movemert. And there is always the unholy cornbi-
nation ,of the employers, frade-union bureauérats
and draft boards-which does not hes}tate to usé its
p‘owe‘r to ferret-out militants and get rid of them.

- We set ourselves the :goal of bringing .the mili-
tant moods of the workers l.o the surface, of stimu-
lating them to more conscious action in defense of
their class interests, of awakening them to inde-
pendent political action. We did not retire toa storm
cellar for the duration, “until it blows over,” and if

we did not, it was not out of intemperate brashness

or heroism, We rightly judged both the needs -and
the possibllltles
Our party during the war consiltutecl the princi-

pal and the clearest center of the militant movement -

in the trade unions. It is absurd to think that the
progressive forces revolved around our small party,

) and if is far from our mind-to say any such thlng

Literally thousands, even tens of thousands 'of work-

ers in the unions did not allow the outbreak of the.

war to stop their struggle for a ‘progressive labor
movement. Many t:mes they would put forward

7 :

Worker

* long run,

ldeas and launch campmgn! on their own initiative
whieh our party thereupon decided to champion.
This is true not only of many of the nameless rank
and ‘file, but of better known rank-and-file- union
leaders, too. Our party sought to imbue the Amer-
ican workers with -class consciousness.
~ /We were among the front-rank fighters, as we
still are, against the paralyzing “no-strike pledge,”
" urging the labor movement to reclaim its power to
résist the encroachments of war-swollen capitalism.
Toward the same end, we called upon labor to with-
draw its representatives from the War Labor Board,
which we characterized as the cemetery of labor’s
grievances, Our party carried on a persistent propa-

ganda in favor of labor breaking from the capitalist

parties and forming a Labor Party of its own, based
on the representatwe mass organizations of the
\workers. ’

Ungquestionably, thousands of progressives de- j

_veloped these ideas on their own. Our'contribution

- was to provide the best reasons for these demands, -

an unceasing agltatwn for-them, an organized center
from which the movement for these demands could

be- systematically maintained, stimulated and clari- .

fied. We sought," furthermore, to connect up these
demand§ with a far broader, more significant Pro-
gram of Action. The central aim of this program
[still is: the mobilization of the American working
class as a unified, conscious political force, the strug-:
against, capitalist class and its government, the de-
fense' of labor’s: interests at every step of the road
and at the expense of capitalist profit and capitalist
power, and the establishment of a party of labor
and a workers’ government.

Role of Labor Action

In thls campaign, we had from the outset an in-
valuable instrument, LABOR ACTION. Our party is
exceptionally proud of'this paper. To publish it, we

” zhad to break with a long tradition. But the bréak

did not prove to be dlfﬁcult and the results more
than justified it. We decided to issue, for the first
time in the history of the revolutionary movement

in this country, a popular socialist agitational week- -

ly addressing itself’ primarily to the progressive
trade-unionist. It' was to be written in simple- lan-
guage, with an absolute minimum of the special
jargon familiar in the radical movement and only
in it. It was not to be- written on the assumption
that its readers already agree with every political
and theoretital idea of the ‘editors, but rather on
the assumption that the readers agree only with a
very féew of the more elementary ideas of the edi-
-tors. It"'was to appeal to the readers on-the basis
of his daily experiences, of his immediate problems,
of those views which the editors, the party and most
if not all the readers already had in common. Only
by having this as its point of departure, as its main
emphasis, could the paper then bring the attention
of the reader to the fundamental principles of so-
cialism, to the more advanced political. conceptions,
for which the paper stood, and develop his under-
slandlng and sympathy.

IF LABOR ACTION has not always succeeded
in achiewng every detail of its original purpose it
has nevertheless come so much closer to it that no

other ra.dlca.,l paper. even merits serious tmmparison'

with it. The type of paper LABOR ACTION aimed

to_be, dictated a mass distribution among workers. -

The popularity and, influence of the paper among
tens of thousands of workers exceeded our most
ambitious hopes. It is no exaggeration to say that
in some of the largest working-class concentrations

of the country, the weekly arrival of LABOR AC- -

TION is eagerly awaited. Lunch-time in many planis
firids. thousands of werkers with their. copies of the
paper opened before them. Factory walls are dec-
orated with articles, editorials and cartoons clipped
from ils pages. 'I'ime after time, and in city after
city, unaffiliated rmlltants have collected subscrip-
tions to LABOR ACTlON from fellow-workers, and
done it completely on their own initiative.

The policy of the Cannonites in the trade unions
during these five years is worth comment, if only to

contrast it with the policy: we pursued. They did not .

follow a policy cautiously; caution was their policy..
Angd by “caution,” they meant abstention from any
notable, activity 4in the unions. The policy their
leadership imposed upon the members was argued
as follows: This is war-time; the workers arejnot in
motion; we must lie quiet until they do get into
motion; then we will offer them’ our leadership;
meanwhile, we must confine ourselves to “preserv-
ing the cadres” "A "more specious opportunism is
hard to find. It became disgusting when it (‘was
~coupled with sneers at the “adventurism” of those
who did their revolutionary duty.

Our Losses and Our Progress
1t is impossible to deal here with every aspect
of the work and life of our party in these five years.

But a balance-shee!; of losses and gains should be:

cast up.

Qur losses have been of different kinds, and not
easy .to beéar. Our first loss was Burnham. He be-
trayed everytiung he had stood for, including the
movement that nurtured him intellectually. Ever
since he turned coat, he hascut a sorry figure.

The defection of Burnham and others was not

.

one-hundredth as serious as our real loss. Our party

was- cnmpnsed overwhelmingly of people of draft
age. It is doubtful if there is anothér political or-
ganization in the country which has had such a high

pereenta.ge of its membership faken into the armed.

forces as our party. ing a militant wnrking-elass

organization, afid not a group of pacifists, our people -

claimed no exemptions on grounds of conscience,
They did not simply talk about takjng on the re-
sponsibilities and tasks of their generation; they
took them on, even if it meant severing relations
with party activity. Among those who, went off were
somme ‘of our ablest and most experienced men, our
ifidispénsables; and we know that not all of them
will be returned fo us. Our corps of organizers,
speakers, writers was cut into heavily, and that

. fromi top to bottom. If was an oppressive blow, and
we suffer from it yet. »

There are also, gains to record.

We have won' to our party some of the best mili-
tants in the labor movement. They have learned,
from studying our program and observing how our
deeds conform to our words, that the best trade-
union activity in the world is incomplete and, in the

ineffectual, unless it is’coupled with po-
litical organization, rendered coherent'and consistent
by a fundamental - pohtlcal program and political
direction.

The part_‘,.r has gamcd tremendously in the clal-
ity of its pfogram. What has been contributed to our
political strength by the development of our position
on Russia, has already been dealt with. On the basis
of this position, we have -been able to deal more
thoroughly with the problem of Stalinism as the

.. greatest menace .to..the integrity. and future.of the

- labor- movement. .The importance of this question:
cannqt be stressed too heal_vily. Among revolutionary

Part

socialists, it.was long argued that the Stalinists aﬁ‘é
the codservative our reformist labor officialdom are:
equally dangerous to the working class. Thlspcﬂﬁi:

, of view is no longer valid; to try to maintain it i

practice can only lead .to grave blunders and
disaster. Reformism in the labor movement mea
the weakening of the working class,'but even: th
most reformist bureaucracy is vitally con{:erneﬁ,
with ~maintaining the organized labor movementr‘
for it cannot exist without it. Stalinism means th
totalitarian strangulation ' and destruction of  the’
labor: movement. Wherever class - conscious .mili=
" tants are unable to challenge both in a dlrectly dn
dependent form and are obliged to choose betw
the two evils, there is no question of ‘which is thi
lesser evil of the two. A consciousness of this f:
has enabled our party to function more effective
and more progressively in more than one ﬁght
the labor.movement.

Our party was the only. one in -this collntl'y
analyze and appraise correctly the great sign
cance of the revolutionary “national movements
that sprang up throughont Europe under the ru
of German imperialism. In contrast, the. futile word-
mongering and sterile dogmatism of the Cannon
ites on this quesuon has been typical of their hel]:

an old problem in new form. They have so thor-
oughly disaccustomed themselves from critical, ‘in-
dependent thought, and gone so far in cnnvenﬂné
Trotskyism from a guide to action into a budy of
scriptural revelation, that the most imiportant rev

- lutionary movement in the last ten years coul.ﬁ
velop and shake all Europe. without producing any
(.hplg more than a stereotyped and utterly false.
action from the SWP

What Kind of Pari'y"

Perhaps our greatest gain is in_the KI\ID
party we have succeeded in building. In it we hav.
living, proof that a Bolshevikk party DOES NO!
mean the totalitarian prison so many people hay
., been led to believe it always was and must a.lways
be. The democratic character of our organization is
not merely our boast. Militants and radicals ou

_side our party know the facts and acknnwlle_ﬂh

t.h m. Our party -is-intolerant of any attempts to
b the intellectual freedom and critical indepen
dence of its membership. All it demands is rig

spnnsibil:ty in building up the party. It is able
make and enforce this demand, not only because its
main policies have proved to be correct, but b
cause there is. no bureaucratic régime, “benevolen
or otherwise, in the party. Without ever descend
"to the futility of a “debating society,” our phrty
has repeatedly had the freest discussions of polméal
and theoretical quastlon.s Some of them have
eonﬁne;l to the pa.rt ranks, but the more impor
ones have also been d:scuﬁed in public in the page
of our New International. Some of them have. bnqn
extremely ardent, even sharply polemical. ‘Groumg,
ideological formations, of different kinds. have exist-
ed in the party and continue fo exist; in one form
or another, on. one question or another; they wlll
probably always exist. But we have no. resamtinm
&al!lng for the “dissolution of factions,” and.: if g %
Bolshevik practice continues to prevail we.
never have such resolutions. We have estab‘lisl;qd
in our party such a rela,tlunshlp between lea,d,g ;
and members and of all members with each of]
and beiween adopied program and criticism of -it,
that there is'no air in the party for a bureauera.
or cligue régime. There are no permanent facﬁ
because there is no soil—a bueraucartic regim
for them to grow in.

It might be said that the kind of party we ,have
built up is our richest possession. In itself, it, does
not guarantee against making political mistakes, i
cluding serious ones. But it makes possible a speed
corection of stich mistakes if they ‘are made, a cor-
rection without the convulsive crises to which bu-
reaucratized parties ate doomed whenever a serious
difference of opinion forces its way past the lid.

L . ;

The ‘last thirty years have been rich m evem
and in lessons for the working class, i t in vi

ies. If we were asked to tell what rr?:(es us b
lieve that the final victory will go to soclahsm,'wq
would .answer: '

Capitalism has shown concluslve]y that it -
not advaﬁce society and cwlhzatlon, but only' d;m{g
it further along the road of exhausting, oonﬂ_lpl;
human deg1 adation, barbarism.and ruin. It no longe
has a capacity for sfability, order, peace and progg-

ress,

- The working class even those sectlons of it 1
have been most cruelly oppressed, has show
power rof recuperation from defeat and resou
of 1e81sl.ance to: capitalist decay that am;qu Justi

- confidence in its eventual triumph. . It
proved repeatedly that the: condition for its exi
ence and progress is the struggle against the .co
ditions of its existence. That is how it has been ai
that is how it must be: ;

What makes the struggle for socialism and f
dom seem morge difficult, also makes it more ur,
ly necessary. It simply makes no sense to us w
we are told that encroaching capitalist ba;bapsm
is destroying the prospects of socialism and i
"better to give up the fight, That is the talk of
moralized and spiirtually vanquished serfs. It
precisely theé fact that decomposing camtahsm
filling thetglr w:tth its poisonous fumes that imposes
upon us the redoubling of our eff
pstrld beast. iy “ o to bury

Let the cowards flinch and the traitors sneer,
Our minds are incapable 'of absorbing, the
monstrous idea that humanity, which has sho )
often an 1rre51st1ble; passion for liberty and an
exhaustible capacity for achieving it progres,siv
will, now, at the historic pinnacle of its intellectual
and social development, finally yield to the yoke in
permanence, like brute cattle. We reiterate our :faith

. in the people; in the working class, and dedfca

ourselvas again, on this fifth birthda anmversmry
o the socialist emancipation. 3

(Editor's Nofe—The foregoing article is’ excer]r
ed' from a more complete histnry of the Workers

Party which appears in the® forthcomm issu .
New International.) g ¢ of th

Gr&eﬁpg"s‘ from "ﬂ:e'
Workers Party of
Louisville, Ky.

May Day Greetings |
* from 'Boston Friends
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?'Cutbacks Threafen
Philadelphia Labor

By ERNEST LUND ; .
} FHILADELPHIA May - Day, 1945,
* finds workers in this area thinking
" more of the security of their jobs
* than of any other one- question. The
news from Europe that the war is
. drawing to a close, in that part of
"'the world at -least, is cause for joy to
- the hundreds of thousands who have
. brothers, ‘husbands, friends and fel-
low workers in the armed services.
~ But at the same time it causes grave
. goncern about cutbacks in war con-
tracts and layoffs.
“Few Ttealize that Philadelphia is
 the No. 2 war ‘production center of
‘the country. It ranks second only to

- the Detroit region in size of war con-

" tracts. The war production is mainly
centered in the heavy industries that
will not immediately, if ever, find a
stimulus from consumer purchases to
take up the slack.
‘“The prospects of post-war opera-
."tion ‘of the shipyards, which repre-
sent the biggest single war industry
ifi" the area, are very slim.” Though
the Navy Yard, Sun Ship and New
York Ship will probably remain in
operation as they did, since the last
" war, their employment rolls will
probably be cut to around ten per
‘cent of the present peak,

/ INDUSTRY WILL CUT BACK
-, Heavy industries like Baldwir Lo-
comotive,. General Electric, Westing-
holise, Brill. (railroad cars), Budd
'(automoblle bodies), the Army Ar-
" senal, the steel mills, ete., will at best
"~ g0 back to 1939 production figures,
_resulting in hundreds of thousands
of ‘workers being thrown out of jobs.
The radio industry, . represented
mainly by RCA, Philco and Atwater

Kent, have been working at top pro- .

duntuun on war orders. The most op-
tirmshc estimates for peacetime de-
mand for new radios and television
¢ould not come near maintainingsthis
ﬁroductlon schedule.

. The ‘machine tool industry, SKF

ball bearings, and the airplane plants

. will take a tremendous drop in pro-
duction. Many will shut down com-
pletely, The ordnance and fine in-
‘sttument industry which appeared

out of nowhere since 1940 w111 hke-

wfse ‘disappear.

: The hosiery and textile 1ndustry,
ane of Philadelphia’s -old mainstays,
has been working at top speed to fill
war contracts and a limited consum-
er' .quota. The end of the war will
Certainly not see an increase in em-
ployment Likewise with industrial
glants which produce for the con-
sumer trade, like Campbell Soup.

‘ Employment on the waterfront and
on the railroads, two great sources
of wartime employment, will again
return to pre-war - figures. The spe-

cial use of the Port of Philadelphia

for war purposes will end' and the -

waterfront will again becoime dead.

UNEMPLOYMENT LOOMS
. With declining payrolls in local
heavy industries, the present em-
ployment shortages in department
stores, Sears, cafeterias, PTC (trolley
and bus transportation) and other
commercial and service industries
will change into surpluses of help.
All this will be the tendency even
before any great number of the sev-
eral hundred thousand men and
women from Philadelphia, Camden,
and the surrounding area now in the

.armed forces ‘teturn home to a-gain

seek civilian! gmployment.

Despite what they may read daily
in the Inquirer and Bulletin about
“free enterprise” solving all job

. problems, and despite what they may

read in the Record about the em-
ployment plans of the Administra-
tion and the New Deal tinkerers, the
workers refuse to feel reassured
about the post-war employment sit-
uation. The facts are too plain and
too plentiful.

Meanwhile the same corrupt gang
of Repyblican politicians sit in_ the
City Hall and siphon off the wage
tax from the workers' pay envelopes
(or what is left of it after federal
income tax .deductions.) Meanwhile
the Democratic politicians, who can
only carry the city in a national
election when they have the support
of organized labor, sit in their ap-
pointed jobs"in the federal bureaus
and figure out their chances of staying
on after 1.948.

FOR LABOR POLITICAL ACTION

Meanwhile - the labor leaders do
nothing except look around among
the capitalist politicians for some
“good friend of labor” they can sup-
port in 1946, The 1944 crop of *“good
friends of labor” have already gone
the way of all such people in the
ruling ‘parties. Most of the New Deal
congressmen from here voted for the
labor draft.

Philadelphia,
ware counties have one of the great-
est concentrations of industry in the
United States. The overwhelming
majority of the people who live'here
are wage workers. The majority of
them are members of the CIO, the
AFL, and the Railroad Brotherhoods.
With a working class political party
of their pwn they could sweep into

*power in city and state and send a
solid- bloc ‘of labor congressmen to
Washington. \

This is what the labor movement
should be doing instead of chasing,
hat in hand, after Senator Mpyers,
Congressman Bradley, Mayor Samu-
els and Governor Martin, and beg-
ging for a few favors.'

 Stalinists Defeated in the
Lovisville CIO Council

LOUISVILLE — An interesting inci-
dent occurred: here recently. The oc-
chsion - was the annual election of
,officers. in- the CIO Industrial Union
Council of Louisville and the Fall
. 'Cities Area. The Stalinist - Commu-
'/ nists were making a big drive to cap-
ture the leadership of the Council,
' They were convinced that it would:
- be:a good idea if they took control
of ‘the Council in order to further
their own particular political inter-
ests. They succeeded in nominating
Communists and fellow travelers.
* Opposing the Communists for the
most part were the old-line rank and
_file conservatives plus & field repre-
- gentative. Neither of these two types

“were opposing the Stalinists because’

‘the Stalinists were in favor of re-
~ taining sthe no-strike pledge qr .be-
i cause they were all out for the war
~or because they were union-wreck-
= ers or for any other reason for which
~-a rank and filer might oppose them
~in - Detroit or Chicago. They were
" against them for two reasons: The
first reason was that they associate
‘revolutionary  tradition with the
. Communists (which incidentally the
' CPers are trying their hardest to for-

get). The second reason was that

even ihe Stalinists here have too
“radical” a-line on'the Negro ques-
tion.

To make a long story short the
Communists were defeated for every
office for ‘which there was opposition.
They didn’t even get a sergeant-at-
ams job. This of course is not to be
bemoaned., ‘But what is to be be-
moaned is that for another year we

~ have here the no-sirike pledge,' PAC

untinged with Labor Partyism, sub-
tle Jim Crow and out-and-out old-
line conservative: leadership.. The
“Gateway to the South” and the
stronghold of labor leadership con-
servatism—these are synonymous.
Fortunately, however, we have a
rank and file in the shops which is
somewhat restless. Rank and 'filers,
unlike their leaders; aren’t so sold on
the pledge and the other hindering
policies. But they are still rather
afraid and awed by the power of the
big bosses  and their government.
They will come out of it, though.
Some day they will strike out against

-their oppressors; they will make de-

mands and they will win! Their des-
tiny is to be strong; their destiny is
to rule and they will fulfill that des-
tiny!

MAY DAY GREETINGS
ST. LOUIS BRANCH, WORKERS PARTY -

-

GREETINGS FROM DENVER, COLO.

R.W.T.

, Greetings on Your Anniversary
FROM A MARYLAND FRIEND

Camden and Dela-*

L

By ROBERT SHERMAN

Ludlow is not dead. .

Readers of LABOR ACTION are familiar with ac-
counts of thé infamous and bloody Ludlow Massacre
which took place exactly 31 years agd this month and
from which historic spat your LABOR ACTION reporter
has just returned.

Ludlow is not dead, nor much less the memory of the
bitter coal strike of 1913-14 culminating in the destrue-
tion of the Ludlow tent colony and the burning to death
of two women and eleven children. Thirty-one years is

.not enough to erase or even dull the indelible stamp it

has left on the minds and hearts of its inhabitants.

WHAT LED To THE STRIKE

They remember well the situation leaﬁmg to the
strike; miserable pay, racking hours, dangerous condi-
tions,  false weights‘on coal dug, company-owned houses,
company-owned school, company-owned church, com-
pany-owned stores, company-owned doctors, company-
owned local office holders. They remember well the at-
tempis to organize, with union organizers beaten, run
out of town and sometimes killed; the vast spy system,
the army of camp ma.rshal!s and deputies, the human in-
dignities and humilmttnn suffered—and the huge profits
of the Rocky Mountain Fuel and Iron Company owned
by the philanthropist, John D. Rockefeller.

Then, organization despite.obstacles. Demands and re-
fusals to® meet the miners, let alone grant demands.
Strikes—being kicked out of homes—setting up in tents
—unleashing of unmitigated terror—constant attacks by
armeéd. and mounted company murderers—holes dug be-
neath tents to protect women and kids from gunfire—
attacks beaten off—-ﬁnally, an all day attack with the
colony .burned fo the ground.

Today a monument rests on the site with the figure of
a miner, his wife and child and the inscription:

“IN MEMORY OF THE MEN, WOMEN AND
CHILDREN WHO LOST THEIR LIVES IN FREE-
DOM’'S CAUSE AT LUDLOW, COLORADO. April
20, 1914. Erected by United Mine Workers.”

A few feet directly in front of the monument is a metal
trap door which when opened reveals a set of concreté
steps leading down to the very hole (now reinforced
with concrete) where the charred bodies of 1he women
and children were found. .

LUDLOW TODAY

A dirt road leads from the main highway to the monu-
ment and winds off into the community of Ludlow in
one direction and up to Delagua in another. Delagua,
together with all the other mining settlements through-
out the' district, was also'in on the coal strike. Going up
to the general store and postal station at Delagua you
pass‘Tows ‘of ' rsmall, - uniformi houses built on; a.slope: In
the distance on a hill is the schoolhouse, larger and red

“

Inside the general store was a small group of men, a

couple of whom were recovering from an accident, one
with a broken arm and the other with a busted: collar
fbone. They were sitting and standing around talking.
The 1913 coal strike? And how.

*  “Pgp, here,” indicating a short, gnarled old man with a

heavy grey mustache, “was in on the whole thing.”

The man behind theé counter with an apron on came
over, waited for an opening, then spoke

“This very store here was a saloon at the time and-—
I was just a'little kld then—they were shooting in from
the outside. You see, this was all part of the camp and
the miners drove the guards back and they were crawl-
ing around oh the floor inside here and they were shoot:
ing ih from the hills and—"

Another interrupted him to mention the names of
some men killed and point, td the spots outside where it
happened. Talk of the old strike went on until it drifted
on to the possible new strike.

“The boys in the east went out Easter Sunday and
haven't gone back yet.”

“But they extended the negotiations with a retroac-
tive clause and—" :

“Retroactive. Yeah, Last time ‘we got screwed out of
plenty of dough. We didn't get near what we were sup-

posed to. Those boys back east are all right.” He clucked
appreciatively,

DLOW, COLORADO: A LIVING
MEMORIAL TO THE COAL MINERS

The Delagua mine owned by the .Victor American

.Fuel Company wasn't very far up the same winding rutl

‘ted country road but as you went up the vegetation grew
Sparser, the ground rockier. Then you saw the super-
structure of the mine. Scattered, over a short space were
a few houses with chickens running around, the wooden
lt:(.)m;.)am,‘_.r office, and a long shack with a bulletin board
outside. In front of the sha¢k was a miner pouring water
doWn the radiator of an old Ford. He too remembered

s the strike and spoke of it at leng‘th and then, inevitably,

“of the new situation.
.+#iCome on, I'll show you Lewis’ telegram.” .
'T_'_}"xe telegram informed the men of the extended ne-
gotiations and instructed them to continue work.
No, he didn’t think they'd get all the demands but
they would get quite a few.

“The papers sure have been tearing ns up. Say ‘we'te -
_ stabbing the soldiers in the back. They're always speak-

ing for the soldiers. Who the hell do they think the sol-
diers are if not the common people? Youwd think we
didn't give any soldiers. If they had their way the sol-
diers would come back and it would be just like it was
in the old days, only- worse. I'd like to see those guys
go down in a mine. Go down in a mine and work there

all their lives. High wages. Sure we pull down ten,.

twelve bucks a day, we work piece work here, but what
does that mean nowadays with a family to feed and
clothe? Coal shortage. Right here beyond that canyon are
three of the best mines in the district but they're idle.
Why? Because it is cheaper to run this one.”

He talked on for quite a bit. A trio of school kids
passed lugging books They looked, out of place in that
environment, .

. “Here come the man-cars.” i

“Man-cars?” : i

“Yes, the cars bringing the men up. See?"

SCARS OF 1914

The men came straggling up to the shack where they
recharged the batteries for their headlamps. Most of
them were older men. They wore helmets, heavy shirts,
heavy trousers or overalls and jackets and carried large
cylindrical lunch buckets. All were black with grime,.
They ‘were friendly and each nodded or smiled a greet-
ing. A few stopped to talk. Many had heavy. accents,
Italian, Greek, Mexican, Slav.

“Sure we eat right down there, dirt and all.”

- “A mine is a mine, safeguards or not. This one here
blew up three times. Coal dust.”

“All my life. Started when 1 was sixteen.”

. “And how, especially this lousy one cause it’s very
low and you've got to work crouched all the time.”
' They drove away, Not one car was a late model.

Back to Ludlow_ with .its scattered houses, general-
sﬁoreagaé station- postal station. (Most of the miners live

Mar Delagua or Trinidad.)
¢ Mr. Domenick Milinazzo, owner of the store short
and wiry with a black mustache and cigar stub clamped
tightly in his mouth, was pointing out thé sights.
“Right there in that canyon just across the way they

- dug pits and set up their big searchlights and machine

" guns, See that third telephone pole down there? No,
iover there. Well right about there is where they caught
three of the men going back to try and save some of the
women;and kids. You see, when the attack came they set

.. »ihemselves up out there to draw the gunfire away from

the camp. Louis Tikas, he was the leader of the Greek

section, was one of the men caught and Linderfelt, he

was a dirty of the militia, hit him over the head
with a rifle butt then shot"him in the back seven times.”

Mr. Milinazzo went on for quite a while until he had
to go back to the store, We ,were sitting on ‘a bench in
front of the store. One old man was telling of the role
that Byrnes - (the late Roosevelt's own War Mobilizer
Byrnes) played on the Senate mvestigatmn committee
sent down. He was the only one unfavorable to the
miners, taking up with the operators right from the start.

The Texas Zephyr roaréd through tossing ou]: the
mail sack.

' Ludlow—to the passengers peering out of the traln—
just a tiny community that flashed by, '

. Ludlow—to labor a fymhol Private property -versus

human lives.

" By SAM ADAMS

Only a few weeks ago, the La-
bor-Managerﬂent Charter, herald-
ing a new era in ecapital-labor re-
Itions, was blazoned across the
pages of the nation’s press. Man-
agement, under the leadership of '
Eric Johnston, President of the
Chamber of Commerce of the
United States, attended by an as-
sortment of big businessmen, and
William Green and Philip Murray,
signed this Charter.

The Charter recognized the

right of labor to organize, but at
the same time asserted the inher- '
ent right of business to own, oper- .
ate and profit from the toil of the
wdrkers. It talked a great deal
about full employment and high
wages, but the central theme of
the Charter was that labor must
do_nothing to upset the preroga-
tives of business, since labdr de-
pended upon capital for its jobs
and security. Naturally, nothing in
the Charter even hinted at the
“fact that labor produces all the
wealth in the world and that this
wealth is appropriated by big
business for its own private'profit
at the expense of the well being of
the workers and their families.

What the labor “statesmen” ac-
tually did was to sign a document
which asserted that labor's exist-
ence was secondaryrto the right
of management to profits.

. For the privilege of signing this
businessman’s creed, the labor
‘ leaders promised to do everything

union,

Bridges and

NAM!

gainst I.abor-Capltal Unity!

in their power to prevent militant
unionism in the post-war period,
to aid big business 'in “reconvert-
ing at a maximum profit. The pro-
gram which the labor leader’s un-
“derwrite was similar to the anti-
permanent post - war "no-
strike policy adopted by Harry
sapported hy the
Communist - dominated unions in
the CIO. No wonder the Commu-
nist Party is the most active force
in the labor movement advocating
the endorsement-and enactment
of the labor-management Charter.
C OF C-NAM “DIFFERENCES”
Shortly after the ceremonies,
however, the NAM, which refused
to. endorse the document and
which had representatives at the
conference who apparently - did
sigh the Charter, gave the show
away. It ‘announced that it was
presently launching its anti-gnion
campaign by fostering legiskation
to outlaw strikes and the closed
shop and to legally paralyze union-
ism in general. The NAM also an-
nounced that its 'legislative pro-
gram was endorsed by the C. of C.
which Johnston heads. The C. of
C., the NAM asserted, has its own
legislative committee which is
working very closely with the

Johnston, of course, vehemently
denied this, but’Vietor Riesel, la-
bor expert for the New York Post,
declared the Charter to be a dodo.
He' pointed out that members of
the NAM and C. of C, belong to
both organizations.

“One part of the day Johnston's
men, let’s say those in Big Steel,
are pounding Green and Murray
with ' a hail-fellow-labor’s-swell
benevolence. ‘And later in the af-
ternoon they are NAM leaders
campaigning for the outlawing of
strikes and what sounds mighty
like a ban on closed shops.”

Riesel also points out that the
C. of C. key committees are head-
ed by “labor's most bitter eneniies
—men who 'talk of him (Johnston)
as a ‘boy scout,’ and are working .
closely with the NAM.” i

One of Johnston’s committee
heads is the inventor of the “Mo-
hawk Valley formula” to break
strikes. Another is head of a pub-
lishing - firm which discriminates
against unions. and Jews. There
are many more like these.

While the laber -mansgenlaent
Charter was being gigned, the auto
industry and aircraft are prepar-
ing a powerful anti-union drive to
break the power of the UAW. The
Idbor management Charter is real-
ly a big business scheme to take
labor off guard. It is a form of
class collaboration which can only
have a negative effect upon the
movement.

On guard, ranks of labor! Don't
be sold a false bill of goods! When
management wants ‘to do some-
thing for your own good, that is
time to be doubly careful and pre-
paré to fight dgainst a stab in the
.vack!

i 4 : " - . b
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Iron Range Workers
Want A Labor Party

' Labor’s balance sheet on the Iroh
Range this May 1 is nothing to cheer
about. Written ifi dangdrous red ink
are the “Endorse “the Friends of
Labor” Joint Labor Council organ-
ized at Hibbing and the sure signs of
mass , unemployment now cropping
up in mine and railroad.

WHO RUNS GOVERNMENT?

The present session of the state
legislature gave another vivid demon-
stration of why labor should have its
own political party. Comprising about
two percent of Minnesota's popula-
tion, the lawyers nevertheless con-
stitute over eighty percent of the 67
senators and 131 representatives of
the legislature. On the senate “labor”
committee are 13 lawyers, 1 doctor
and 1 merchant—oqt of 15 members!
You get the same sorry setup in the
house labor committee. Without a
single representative on these all-
important political bodies, ‘the work-
ers again take it on the chin.

This time, however, 'labor came
close to suffering a deadly blow at
the hands of these “friends of labor",
The Secondary Boycott was 'passed
by the legislature and only failed
throigh the governor's \veto. This
bill,allegedly aimed at workers’ boy-
cotts of merchants handling ship-
ments from companies where strikes
exist, was in reality a disguised
weapon to hamstring union activities

~and beat them to death in the legal-

fascist manmer. .
What did the labor “leaders” do
while the lawyers were shoving this

with his stand so far as the leader

ship of the Joint Labor Council were
concerned. He went into the guestion
of an independent labor party at the
second meeting of the Council and
again tried to explain what showd
now be clear to a schoolboy—that
labor could not be worse “criticized”
nor get any blacker “black eyes”
than it was getting right then in the
state legislature where the Secondary
Boycott Bill was being polished up,
nor ‘at the hands of Roosevelt and
his crowd who were going all out in
the drive to Hitlerize' American labor
with the totalitarian labor draft. He
explained the role of Hillman, Mur-
ray, Green and the rest of the labor
bureaucracy in misleading the work-
ers in the November, 1944 elections
and their reactionary, 'anti-union
stand in fighting rank and file pres-
sure for the independent labor party.
_ With Stark, Swanson, Wenberg and
other local labor leaders openly op-
posed to such progressive views,
,however, the organization was di-
rected along lines of endorsing. can-
didates for local political office. The
tandidates, of course, are to be the
usual “friends” of labor. Rank and
file railroad and mine workers in the

Hibbing area will not follow such a
stupid

sterile, threadbare, hollow,
program. With over 30 million votes
at its command, enough to elect its
own labor party candidates to every
office in the land, American wurkers
would be criminally fodlish to go on
sticking these company candidates in
office any longer. A group. of union

union-busting measure through the ' members who are either so 'unin-

legislature? In customary style, they
got down on their knees and crawled
to these legal mannikins of the big-
business, big-farmer circle, begging
them in stern whines not to do this
dastardly deed. The local legal sharks
spit in their upturned faces, just like
the "fﬂends of labor” do at Wash-
ington.

They knew, of course, that the
labor heads had not come to the rank
and file of their unions for support.
They knew that these incredible
persons had not made a fighting issue
of ‘their proposed boycott bill by
taking the poisonous measure into
every union local in the state. They
knew that these’pathetic excubes for
labor ‘léaders would again endorse
themselves or other “friends of labor”
in the very next election and that the
worker would get no political party
of their own if their “leaders” could
possibly prevent ‘it

Another anti-labor development is
taking place on ‘the Mesabi Iron
Range. Several weeks after the
Shachtman visit to, Hibbing, where
the Secretary of the Workers' Party
spoke before a rank-and-file audience
of mine and railroad workers, a
group of local labor leaders convoked
a meeting of invited mine, railroad

and other workers to consider form-'

ing a joint “social and welfare”
committee, . |

THE LABOR FAKERS

At the first meeting, attended_by ,

about thirty-five unionists from the
AFL, the CIO and the Railroad
Brotherhoods, Acting Chairman Peter
Stark of the Central Labor Union
(AFL) of Hibbing and several others
took the position’ in discussion that
labor should not organize its own
independent labor party, In the
words of Stark, “labor doesn’t want
to get criticized. You can’t control the
labor vote—labor would get a black
eye if it got in politics.” !

Once Stark and others 'had com-
mitted themselves on this vital point,
one member of the railroad delega-
tion pointed out that the meeting had
apparently been called to consider a
joint social and welfare committee.
He pointed out that since the meet-,
ing had been called by unidn mem-
bers who had invited workers to at-
tend that it must logically be the
welfare of the working class that was
under consideration. Therefore, he
said, the first thing that should have
been considered in the meeting was
the; needs of the working cIass By
establishing those needs -and® pro-
ceeding from that basic point, you
would inevitably arrive at the only

. possible means by . which labor's

problems can be solved—the inde-
pendent labor party.
The railroad delegate got nowhere

formed or so self-seeking as to try
‘to steel Iron Range workers away.

from any line of militant action such
as backing -their own labor ]mrt.y,
are not qualified to represent working
men on the trade union field.

The big issues, the real issues, to-
day are not microscopic pay raises
that never catch up with price boosts,
but the guaranteed annual wage, the
thirty-hour week, the adequate pen-

sions after 25 or 30 years servme ete..

About these vital issues the labor
bureacracy is doing some talking—
and that is all. )

The economic condition of Mesabi

mine and railroad workers' is, not.
good. Mine labor gets about ‘82" seents;

‘an hour, railroad labor scales from
62 cents an hour up to $1.15 for the
“aristocrats” of railroad labor in the
Big Five group. Despite the generally
low wages and stiff retail prices, there
is an adequate labor supply in the

RanZe area. Job freezing has forced'

job-changers into line and the labor
turnover is slight. Overtime work is
being cut down in the mines and jt
is rumored that railroad workers
will get back to the eight-hour da'y
vey soon. .

INDEPENDENT LABOR POLITICS’
The. -Iron Rang'e
Northern Minnesota generally is

. tough country for a worker in normal

times—that is, when we are not pro-
ducing for war. Instead of mining
some 68 millions tons of ore, pro-

duction drops to as low as 20 million

tons a year. The mine workers don’t

work, the railroad workers with 30

years’ seniority are lucky to Hold
more than six months a year and
their familjes pull in their belts sml
eat rutabaga porridge.

Mine workers here hold seniority,
usually, in only one mine. That makes
it possible for the mining compames
to get rid of their older men by
closing one mine until many of them
fan out across the country in search
of Horatio Alger. It also means that
a miner with 25 years in the ‘open
pit can be out of work in one town
while another miner with 2 years in
the red much holds on in another.

The Minnesota mine and railroad

workers are waking up, though, and
will not much longer be misled by
the labor bureaucracy and. the fwo-
party farce. The progressive Iron
Range Section of the Railroad Work-
‘ers Joint Action Committee is ulng
a thorough job of educahng Minne
sota workers to the need for an
independent ‘labor party’ and is de-
veloping the trained, informed, fight-
ing leadership that the workers must
have in the coming struggle against
. uneémployment, pnvertyf‘ and ' labor
enslavement.

—By a Mesabi Worker

THE AKRON BRANCH' of the WORKERS "'PAR;'I‘Y |
Sends’ Muy Day and Birthday Greehngs fo
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GREETINGS AND SOLIDARITY FROM
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Greetings on Your Fifth Birthday

B. C. BENNEM, MUMFORD, N. Y.

April 30, 1945
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UE Is Not Prepared
For Post-War Crisis

\
Climaxing a series of disastrods

policies pursued during the war by’

the leadership of the Communjst
Party - dominated . United Electrical,
Radio & Machine Workers’ Union of
America, the union has now, through

its general president, A. J. Fitzger- °
/ ald, ‘come, out for the retention of
' the no-strike pledge after the war.

Speaking to UE members in Min-
neapolis, Fxtzgerald stated: “As far
as I am concerned, the no - strike
pledge was not made just for the
duration of the war.”

This latest policy of the UE lead-
ership means the further weakening
of the union which is already ill-
prepared to meet the problems which
will confront it in the post-war pe-
riod. |

UE FACES THE POST-WAR

Every union men expecis a drive
by the employers, at the conclusion
of the war, to lower: wages, to weak-
en or break the unions. The right to
strike, the fight for the short’ work
week, and the strict interpretation o
seniority clauses will be labor’s chief
weapong against the plans of capital.

On these three scores, the UE lead-
ership has given up the fight in ad-
vance, In .addition to Fitzgerald's
statement heralding ' the complete
surrender of the strike weapon by
the wnion, the UE is the only one of
the big CIO international unions
which has come out against the thir-
ty-five hour week. The seniority
clauses in most UE contracts are very
weak and containing “bumping” pro-
visions, according to which workers

moved from a higher to a lower pay- '

ing job have their pay cut to the
level of the lower-paying job. Only
a firm policy on seniority can pre-

. vent the UE seniority clauses from

becoming completely non - operative

in the face of widespread layoffs.
Such a policy is lacking in the lead-
ership of the UE.

“The UE incentive pay (piecework)
policy, which is writien into -most
UE contracts, plus its opposition to
the short work week, will mean grave
difficulties for the union when lay-
offs come. The bosses will find it

easier to cut piece rates than hourly”

rates by the simple expedient of up-
ping production guotas. At one blow,

the “ineéntive pay system” will ~étit
. wages and increase the number of

layoffs.  UE workers will find that they
have worked themselves out of jobs,
thanks to incentive pay.

Many unions are jpreparing to keep

-, up their strength m the post-war pe- |

riod by conducting organizing drives
now. The UE organizing drives are
conducted on the basis of promising
the workers “harmony between man-
agement and the UE, and joint plan-
ning in the pest-war era,” This, of
oourse, meets with little response
frem workers harrassed by low
wages and mandgement provocations.
The recent loss of the Hudson Amer-
fcan shop in New York City by the
UE to the UAW, is indicative of the
ineffectiveness of UE organization
policy.

Perhaps the most dangerom factor
for the future of the UE is that the
membership has been completely
miseducated in the ideas of trade
unionism. The leadership has incul-
cated into the membership the idea

that the main function of their union
is to act as a sort'of advisory. body

* to management. The membership  is
taught to rely on the bosses’ sense of
“fair play” instead of on their own
organized strength.

litical activity for collective bargain-
ing and the building up of the un-
ion’s economic strength. They give
full and wuncritical support to the
War Labor Board. They preach and
practice reliance on governmental
agencies. and support so-called
“friends of labor” in the capitalist
parties as a means of bettering work-
ing  conditions. - At the same time
they (and their mentors in the Com-
munist Party) are the most vicious
opponents in the labor movement of
independent workers’ political action
as al corallary to collective bargain-

ing. ) /

A TOTALITARIAN POLICY

The UE leadership, uses the weight
of the union apparatus to stifle op-
position wherever it raises its head.
UE publications are used to give the
‘viewpoint of the leadership and to
hide the existence .of an opposition.
. All the force of the national office is
. brought into play against individual
militant workers who try to resist
* the policies of the leadership.

Reecently in Local 1227 (New York
City) several workers Who expressed
dissatisfaction with the piecework
rate in! their department. were ex-
pelled from the union oh charges of
slow-down.

In spite of the leadership, however,
dissatisfaction and opposition do ex-
ist. Nearly one hnnﬂr’red spontaneous
strikes and stoppages last year testi-
fy to. that fact.. At the UE national
convention last fall, the entire Con-
necticut UE, under the leadefship of
Delegate . Hogan, was in opposition

to the national officialdom. Unfortu- '

nately, Hogan's opposition was hesi-
tant, unclesr; and ineffective.

The most effective and best organ-
ized opposition exists in Local 425
(Ford Instrument Co.) of Long Is-
land City. This local has the best con-
tract in, sit’dlstrnct and has consist-
ently turned. down the incentive pay
schemes of the UE district and na-\
tional offices.

Since: the convention, rank and file
opposition has sprung up in various
General Flectric and General Motors
locals. Last week’s LABOR ACTION
reported. that Local 107 (G. E.-West-
inghouse) of Chester, Pa., passed a
resolut:on supporting the rescinding
of the no-strike pledge by the Textile
Workers Union.
| Thé future of the UERMWA, with
its present leadershrp and policies, is
black. It may go to pieces under the
onslaught. of the employers in the
post-war period. It.may adapt itself
to the demands of the employers and
convert itself into a company union.

The hope. for the UE lies with the
opposition. In order to be effective,
the. opposmon now scattered in dif-
ferent locals and without a clear pro-
gram, must unite its forces around a
fighting program. It must. awaken
and educate -the membership and re-
move the present leadership if the
UE is- to be an effective collective,
bargaining instument in the stormy
days ahead.

*

MAY DAY GREETINGS TO
‘LABOR'S FIGHTING PAPER

Workers Party
of Los Angeles

LS

The San Pedro H&rbor Area Section of the

i

Workers Party Sends May Day Greetings

" Fifth- Anniversary of Labor Action

and Workers Party

We, mainly shipyard and maritime workers.
wish to extend a hand of solidarity to the cour-
ageous mine workers and auto workers who
have devotedly kept alive the lume of militancy

and working class struggle.

GREETINGS FROM FRIENDS AND MEMBERS
OF THE i

'Cleveland Branch
of the Workers Party

The UE leadership substitutes po- -

SOME

By ROY GOULD .

There was a time when the
Chicago workers were in the fore-
.front of the international working
class movement. They led the fight
for the eight-hour day :and the
first May Day celebration was in

; Chicago.

. Americans, taught by the capital-
ist newspapers to- believe ‘that
May Day, a workers’ holiday, is a
foreign importation. This is hot
true. It was at MeCarmick’s In-
ternational ' Harvester Company,
where the workers are slaving
at pieee work for 9, 10 and even
12 hours a day, that the battle of
the first May Day was fought.

STRIKE OF 1886

In 1886, a great general sirike
for the 8 hour day was planned.

Anarchists - supported ' them, and
"'came down to help them. To pro-
“+'test’ the police’ brutality - (present="
.day McCormick workers also
know something about this) a
huge demonstration was held in
Haymarket Square.

The movement was gaining
. ground. The eight hour day was
the cry of the working people
throughout the country. The capi-
talists feaxed lest the workers dis-
cover their own might.in a revo-
lutionary general strike. So a bomb
was planted in the Haymarket
crowd. The plot to frame the
leaders was successful and they
were arrested and hung.

This " barbaric act stirred the
working class round the world.
It is in memory of the Haymarket

.. martyrs that we celebrate May
Day as the day of the working
class.

But the struggle for decent con-

This may seem strange io some

The McCormick workers went out
three days ahead of schedule. The -

INT'L HARVESTER HISTORY

ditions at McCormick’s “still goes
on. As long as there is a privi-
leged owning class exploiting the
workers, there is bound to be a
‘a class struggle. The story of
MecCormick's—the rise and fall of
the International Harvester Com-
pany—is like ‘the history of capi-
talism itself.

-EVOLUTION OF McCORMICK’'S

The McCormick plant was not
laid out. at, any one time. It just
grew. The buildings are now rot-
ting to pieces and have been con-
demned, but are still in daily use.
They are dark and cut. up. It
breaks the backs of hundreds of
Negros» and old Polish workers to
haul and push the wheels and cast-
ings from one plack to another—
up and down, over brick roads
and railway tracks, and through
, the mud. Over canals and up ele-
vators and doyvn again. Thanks. to
the Chicago fire, the works is not
still older!!, o

...;There.was.a.time when_ capltal
|sm was ‘progessive and ra. the
standard of, living of the people.
There was a time when Cyrus Mc-
Cormick created new labor-saving
farm machinery, when he gave
jobs and made a fortune. At that
time the MeGormick workers were
if the forefrent of the interna-
tional working class ‘movement
But capitalism - runs its course,
then shnivelsiiand dies. Now the
McCormick workers labor 9, ‘10
and 12 hours a day or night. They
produce old-fashioned implements
swhich can not stand up to post-
war competition. They know that
the Deering Works had to shut
down from this same malady..

They read in €Colonel Me-

" Cormick’s Tribune, not of the fine
new inventions and new factories
of his family. No. They read of
divorce scandals among the de-

\

-compafiy ., unions,’

" it" has opened a drive in thé FE

/UAW. Unless the jurisdiction is

scendants of Cyrus MeCormick,
legal battles for possession of rich
children, and of hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars per year accumu-
lating te one MeCormick who is
entirely incapacitated, who never
produced a thing in his life. All
the while the factory gets older,
the machinery more obsolete and
the supervisors scramble for power
and position.

¢« With the rise of the CIO, the
Harvester workers began to stir
again, Although’ the first strength
of the United Automobile Work-
ers was in farm eguipment plants,
a clique of Joe Stalin's followers
set ip a Farm Equipment Organ-,
misled the “workers of everal In-
izing Committee in the CIO and .
ternational - Harvester plants into
this tiny outfit, The workers, how-
ever, wanted a real union and soon
discovered that they had not a
union, ‘but an auxiliary to Stalin’s
political machine. The result has .
been a series of struggles between

and the Stalinist FE. This latter
got the bargaining rights, but has
been unable to buxld an effective’
union. y

The UAW was busy organlzing
auto and aireraft. Recently it has
awakened to what is going .on in
the farm equipment industry. In
plants  in Chicngo and Peoria,

causing one of the first jurisdie-
tional battles inside the CIO. The
national CIO is now frying to
solve this dispute peaceably, and
had created a thrée man commit-
tee to 'arbitrate the' jurisdiction.
The bulk of the workers want the

taken away from the Communist
misléaders, there is little hope of
getting the kind of a union which’
the workers want and need.

“AFL - unions
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Detroﬂ UAW Rank and File

Faces Reconversion Fight

By MARTIN HARVEY

DETROIT—May Day, 1945, marks a
‘turning point for the Detroit labor
movement, For the UAW-CIO in De-
troit, this May Day is V-E Day and
the immediate problem it faces is re-
conversion and mass unemployment.

During the years uf‘wa‘r the pri-
mary .object .of the workers of De-
troit was to mainfain their living’
standards and their union against the’
dual ®nslaught of the auto corpora-
tions and the gove{nment To do this
they had to fight the vicious regula-
tions and restrictions of th? Roose-
velt war government and the power
of the profit-swollen corporations.

They were aided in this fight by
the serious shortage of labor for war
production, a shortage which labor
could have used to excellent advan-
tage. This favorable strategic posi-
tion, however, was more than wiped
out by the sell-out policies of the
labor leadership R. J. Thomas,
George Addes, Walter Reuther and
Richard Frankensteen. The struggle
during the war years turned natural-
ly, because of this, against the leader-
ship which  voluntarily surrendered
the right to strike and accepted com-
pulsory arbitration from an employ-
er-packed . War Labor Board, the
leadership which voluntarily retreat-
ed from the most favorable bargain-
ing position, labor had ever held.

Out of this struggle was born a
new rank and file Ieadershlp, the
UAW Rank & File Committee; which
organized and led the fight for a mili- :
tant and fighting UAW. 'It was this
committee which pressed for and
won a membership referendum on

the no-strike pledge and rallied over

thirty-five per cent of the vote against
the pledge. It was this committee

which obviously reflected the inter-,

ests and desires of the rank and file
of the union, a rank and file which
established a stirring record of strike
action against the anti-union offen-
sive. There was hardly a day that
one or more Detroit plants, large or
small, was not shut down by strike
action.

This fighting épmt reached" its
peak in the recent Dodge and Briggs
strikes and the Kelsey-Hayes strike
just ended which won substantial
concessions from the corporat.wns and
the WLB.

With the war in Europe réaching'

~its end, however, a. new'and more

threatening enemy is faced by the
auto workers. The -Army -has an-

nounced that the contracts for the .

huge Willow Run bomber plant will
not be renewed. This means the
dumping into the-streets of over 21,-
000 workers from that plant alone.
Affected in addition are substantial
numbers of workers on aireraft en-
gines at the Ford ‘Highland Park and
Rouge plants, and aircraft workers
at Hudson, Murray Body and Buick
in Flint. The mfinimum layoff. in the

Detroit area fromthis one contract
cancellation

will~ surpass 50,000
workers. ‘
Add to this the tens of thousands
already laid off and the layoffs to
follow and a rough idea is presented
of the seriousness -of the situation
and the urgency of the problem,
The .auto workers can take two
roads in the coming period. They can

follow the timid, vacillating pro-

-gram of the UAW leadership — and

achieve nothmg Or they can ﬁgl}t
for a bold, uncompromising program
that will meet their needs.

The minimum that is required in
the present situation is the following:

—An  immediate reduction in

‘working hours fo thirty ‘hours

per week with no' reduction in week-
Iy pay.

2-—-& minimum - annual guaranteed
wage of $2,500 for each worker.

3-— All government owned plants

that are not needed for war pro-
duction must be continued in opera-
tion with the production of needed
peacetimé goods. These plants must
remain government owned and their
management turned over to the un-
ion, which is the only .organization
interéested in the maintenance of
peak production. .

— All  privately owned ° plants

which shut down in whole or

in part must be taken over by ‘the

government and operated under trade
union control.

5—-Any deﬁclts which arise out of

such operation to be met by
taxation of current or previously ac-
cumulated war profits of the big cor-
porations,

Greetings from the Friends of

Labor Action af the
University of Arizona
Rusg Green
Andrew Mills
Johh Barb

URW Mlhtanfs Need
Organized Program

By BILL FORD

AKRON—Development of a mnation-
wide fighting causus of rank and
file workers within the United Rub-
ber Workers, CIO, is the crying need.
of the hour for labor in ‘the rub-
ber industry.

1t is not puttmg the question too
sharply to say that ONLY through
forming such #n instrument in the
immediate period dhead.will the rub-
ber workers be able to BEGIN to
make headway out of the dismal
swamp they are now bogged down’
in. Without an ORGANIZED effort
involving ultimately the democratic
participation of thousands of; rank
and file members throughout the in-
ternational union, the labor move-
ment can expect to receive only fur-
ther 'kicks in the face such as it got
from the War Labor Board on
April 13. :

WAGE BID TURNED DOWN

On that day the WLB announced
it had' denied .the seventeen cents
per hour general' wage increase de-
manded for 138,000 of the URWA's
members. Tt had been a .foregone
conclusion for months that ‘such ac-
tion would be taken by the industry-
stacked WLB. Indeed, it hag taken
foutteen months -since the original
raising of this demand in February,
1944 for the whole question to get
up to the ‘WLB level.

However, “What has all that to do
with the necessity of rank and filers
getting together and forming a fight-
ing caucus inside the union?” some
uninformed  unionist may say. Did

not our union officers go to "Washing-

ton and fight for us before the
WLB?” he might continue.

Yes, the international and local
union officials went to Washington
and—ARGUED. with the representa-
tives of industry and their political
stooges. They went through the same
“bargaining” process there that goes
on so unsuccessfully in every organ-

' ized plant in. the land.

There were, however, three sepa-
rate arguments that the~internation-
al union REFUSED to permit in its
brief before the WLB. These argu-
ments are the type that would really

. have worried the industrialists and

their henchmen, worried them enough
to. think twice before. upholding the
Little Steel formula in the face of
the rubber workers' obvious need
of higher wages.

' Through Attorney Pa,l.terson the
Dalrymple-Burns-Buckmaster-Stalin-

' rist 'leadership of  the international

union gave assurances to the WLB
that no matter what decision the
WLB arrived at, whether just or un-
‘just, the URWA would maintain its
no-strike pledge. These miserable
misleaders of labor in this manner
REFUSED to use the best and most
elementary argument-—use of the
strike — that labor has when faced
with capitalist obstinacy.

Furthermore, the labor skates: RE-
FUSED permission to use the next
most effective argument —that' the
whole URWA would withdraw its
support from the WLB unless the
Little Steel formula were revised up-
ward so workers could obtain ‘neces-
sary Wwage increases. Instead, the
WLE was. given to understand that
the union believes the WLB is a
wonderful and necessary institution,
with only minor. faults.

‘liberately threw away all ‘of

. in advance to the company -domi="

. program. It will be exceedingly hard:

*s
; _
L
{
i _

Finaily, by all of its actions ami
propaganda over a period of years”
the top bureaucracy of the URWA:
has sworn its complete ‘devotion' to.
the founder of the WLB’s policies—
the present administration of the; &
United States. It does not conl_.'em-?e;
plate a break with that .administra-:
tion. Consequently, the WLB heard:
not a word of workers’ POLI‘I‘ICAI&“
argumentation, that the union would:
undertake the formation of an inde-;/
pendent Labor Party to drive thei
present administration and the WLB.
with it out of office so that labor:
could fight the corporations with its
political arm as well, as with its eco~;
nomic might. :

When the URWA leadershlp de-
itg? ¢
trump cards and conceded the game-.

nated WLB, is it any wonder that?
that body flatly rejected its majar .
demands, granting only part ‘of the
“fringe” demands? Of course not!

FOR A FIGHTING RANK AND FILﬁ

And right here, fellow' worker, u!s
where that pressing need fer a fight- .
ing caucus of the rank and file comes:
in. Such a caucus, like the one within’
the United Auto Workers, would set.
out to win the majority of the mem+
bership of the international unjon tp
the understanding that the miain’ rea-
sons for the URWA'S present impo-
tence lies in the stupid, “eringing, seli-r ;
out policies of Dalrymple an8 his' bﬁ“ J
reaucratic cronies.

A genuine rubber workers' Rank
and File Caucus would inseribe on '
its banner the very best arguments.
that union labor has against the con-
ditions it works under today. It
would not rest content with talkl.ns“ 45
about how abused it is by the com: . -
panies and pleading hnpelessly far
governmental agencies to step in smll_
help it. Instead it would carry on
consistent and active campaign among-
the rubber workers to educate them
in  the ;methods of re- establi.s!llng
collective hargalning by reseindlnx
the/ no-strike pledge and withdraw=
ing union support from the W'LB. !‘:

‘It would, further, conduct a stmg %
gle within the international union to, .
change the support -that tl;e, pn;gp‘
now gives - mistakenly to capxta].lst
politicians, Democrats and Repu‘bli-
cans. The heed for mdependent po—
litical action by means of convertmg
the PAC into a Labor Party woulcf’
be stressed, so that labor's enormoug
political weight could be actually
utilized, instead of being imtered'
away.

Such a program is the only ki d c:-f
program that is going to. bring 'fhe
rubber workers out from under thq
stranglehold that ' the governmenj
stooges of big business now have on
labor -and permitsthe unions to ve-'
gain their lost freedom of action
against the corporatlons. £y 4

‘1
Progressive individual workers: or
groups already existing in the URW
need to face up to just where: they
are going, if they have not alremiy :
found agreement with this/itype of. |

to win effective progressive support:
against Dalrympleism unless a sound:
approach is made by combatting his’
' policies with those of genuine pr

gressive uniomsm , i

Thyd
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Greetings From
Harry, Jack, Chick,
Don and-Blake -
who wish they could.
be with us in more
than spirit today,

May Day Greetings:

BERNIE AND ROSE
New York Cil’y

MAY DAY GREETINGS
AND SOLIDARITY-
FROM

~ MARTY YOUNG

Revolutionary Greetings
From a Deleonist
Bellaire, Ohio

Gaood Lusk—Merritshaw
Newark, N/ J.

Best Wishes—Shadow. Long

Live L. A.—S. K. Revolution-

ary Greetings—W. L. M. .
A!I of Buffalo

Grnhngs on Fiﬁh Anniverury{
WILLIE GORMAN -
P. HOFFMAN ',
' MARY HOWARD

S. COLLINS
V. JENSEN, |
De OI' Debbil Linotyper .
"AFRIEND |

A FRIEND

S. DRAKE
SARAH PETERS

JOHN ANDREWS -
New Yeork

- May Day Greeﬁngs—l_(. S.
V. B.~New York-

GREETINGS FROM I.ESI.IE
CHICAGO. .

MAE H. RINGS
Los Anga!es. CGIlf.

GREETINGS FROM. HEI.EN :
CHICAGO '

—

Muy Day and Aanersary Greehngs
from
STREATOR, ILLINOIS
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LABOR ACTION

e April 30, 1945 .

/By WALTER JASON

J' ““workers’ state,”

L}

.~ Those analysts of the warf who based the:r whoIe orientation.
‘on a firm belief that sooner or later the war in Europe would
turn into a combined struggle against Russia because it was a
must be completely  disoriented by recent
_ " events, or else assume an ostrich-like attitude. In the February

issue of the English Socialist Appeal these views were present

in glaring fashion in an editorial. It stated three major points.

because it had the resources
. created by the October Reyo-
lution. (3) It had a morale
. based’ on the October Revolu-
‘tion. If the editorial had only

named the “organizer of this
world-shaking victory,” I am sure it
would -have been reprinted in Prav-
. da. But the analyms was wrong on all
. three counts.
‘. The collapse of the western front
speaks for itself. As for point (2),
even Stalin has grudgingly admitted
-that lend-lease material made the
recent offensive possible (not to
~speak of Allied air power, and the
~ other two fighting fronts). As for
point (3), neither the huge toll of
“Russian prisoners nor the thousands
who fought in German uniform, es-
= '‘pecially in Southern France, nor the
‘repredsive discipline in the Russian
- army argue for a morale similar to
“Ahat which repulsed Yudenich against
‘greater odds in the defense of Petro-
'grad during the Revolution.

‘Earlier; some ultra-lefts argued for
" a concept characterized best perhaps
by the term, “short war theory.” War-

" (Continued fmm page 1)

are ta,kmg out: of Germany, fascism
; may indeed be.a matter of taste when
 it’s’a choice between 'the two totali-
i tarian states.
i Bunng the Spanish civil war,
when both Italian and German fas-
eism were sending arms to their bro-
ther Franco fo wuse against the
_' masses, neither Britain nor the Unit-
' States would lift the arms em-
bargo "to - permit assistancc against
ﬁﬂs Spannsh butcher, Y
Therefore the Big Three leaders
have no right to be indignant about
the ‘Nazi atrocities. The indignation
thex are arousing has one purpose:
~to saddle all the German workers
 with the war guilf, to allow harsh
- punishments to be inflicted upon the
. German masses, to permit Russia to
enldrge its slave-hold with German
“labor.
+ " Aside from their past record, the
i ecurrent role of the Allied Military
Government in the “liberated” areas
is. additional proof of their hypocrisy.
They placed a friend of Mussolini in
power in Italy. Only the fierce re-
- sentment of the Italian people forced
-~ hjs removal. The AMG cooperates
- with former fascists all over Italy—
‘persons the Italian masses want
~*'removed. A notorjpus fascist, Roatta,
~ mwas allowed to escape from prison
with the purported assistance of the
British. In both Italy and France, it
~is the members of the popular re-
. mstance movements who are de-
S manﬂmg a real purge of the fascist
e Vit elements :

PUNISHMENT OF CRIMINALS

_ Further, we have the 'policies of
our own State Department. Roose-
., velt's appointees, James Dunn and

punishment will be meted out for
. “specific criminal acts.” This would
. eliminate the real sponsors of Na-
zism, like the representative of the
Krupp munitions industry, Alfred
~ Krupp von ‘Bohlen und Halbach, re-
. cently captured in his 800-room pal-
ace; like Von Papen, former Vice-
‘'~ Chancellor under Hitler, and many
. similar evil geniuses and brain-
trusters for Nazism. They were not
. the ones who wielded the truncheons
_ or cremated the Jews. They did not
“commit “specific eriminal acts.” They
‘merely financed, planned and or-
/dered them!
-'In Germany, representatives of the
~ trusts are used as advisers to the Al-

- Julius Holmes, have both stated that’

(1) The Allies couldn’t smash through the western front. (2)
Russm was achieving the greatest military miracle in history

weary masses would soon end the
world conflict by the ovel:throw of
ruling regimes. Last spring, this vlew
went so far as to assure a quick end
in Europe based on a German revolt.

. This view I rejected:for two sound
_reasons. If the French workers, bound

in a magniﬁcent resistance move-
ment, were unable atter freemg
Paris, to seize and kKeep power, how
could one expect anything from the
German peuple, who are mnot ‘only
leaderless,, like the French, but also
pulverized, atomized and brutalized
by the regime to an extent almost
unbelievable? Besides, the politics of
the Allies were calculated precisely
to prevent any such occurance.. Italy,
and above all, Greece, were lessons
for the Germans on that score.

Currently, the war in Europe has
not ended despite military disaster
for 'Germany (1) because of the re-
pelling politics of the Kremlin (2)
the terror regime of the Nazis (3)
and becausé the strategy of the “war
of annihilation” refuses anything but
piecemeal surrender. Refusal to ac-
cept Von Runstedt's offer was in
conformity’ with that strategy. The

--'For Punishment of the
Rea] War Criminals--

lied Military Government. No work-
er, social democrat, communist, trade
union official or even left Christian
is permitted in.office in the German
civil government.

The Russians have promised to
shoot first any revolutionaries who

want ‘to overthrow the existing so-.

cial system in Germany.
LABOR ACTION believes that ev-

ery war criminal should be brought

to jystice.

The war criminals are all those in
both camps, Axis and All]ed, who
temporized  with, aided or abetted
fascism in any way. !

The war criminals are those on

"both sides who carried out a war of

imperialist plunder and enslswement
under false slogans of “hbemtmn” or
“rreedom 9

The war criminals include the au-

thors of specific criminal acts, the '

thmkers and organizers of those acts
and the profiteers for whose freedom
of exploitatlon the ‘acts were carried
out.

LABOR ACTION believes only ‘the
workers can’ punish the real war
criminals. In Germany, only the
slaves are interested in'getting rid
of their slavemasters. The™same is
true of every oppressed nationailty
The task of American labor is to,
solidarize titself with its explolted
European brothers.

We have no doubt that however
many youth fascism was able to cap-

tivate, such a régime of terror could

only throw most of the population
in opposition to it. Those very atrom—
ties are heartrending proof of the
unquenchable will to res:st all ex-
ploitation, We have no doubt that’the
German masses will one day rise to
deliver themselves from their op-
pressors. If the pohcy_ of Nazism-in-
reverse is-carried through in Ger-
many and a mnew enslavement is
brought about, they will deliver
themselves from the new oppressors.

The surest way to guarantee the
punishment of the Nazi beasts and
their. sponsors, the erman indus-
trialists: and’ financiers, is to, give the
enslaved German masses, the impri-
soned, tortured, starved workers,
complete freedom of .action. But this
the Allied governments have refused
to do. They fear that the victims of
the people’s revenge will be the true
authors of the Nazi atrocities, the
business partners of Standard Oil,
General Electric, Alcoa, Imperial
Chemicals and Vickers!

GREETINGS ON MAY DAY

—TO LABOR ACTION
“=-TO THE WORKERS PARTY

—TO THE STRUGGLE FOR socmlsu
"IN AMERICA

~ Shoreside Branch ’
I_Workers Party, N. Y;

@RWARB TO INDEPENDENT LABOR ACTlON
AND A A SOCIETY OF PLENTY FOR ALL

- Brooklyn, N. Y. Branch
Workers Party

German people are gomg to' he Laught
the hard way what it means to {ake
arms against the Allies.

In 1his connection, Eisenhower’s
memo to Roosevell, recently made
publie, is mot so much a prognosis

as a plan. In my view, it is unlikely
that the Nazis will make things so-

simple as some hope, namely shat
they shall band together in a final
Gotterdammerung This is too mmple
a solution. The strategy of chaos,
Hitler's last bet can make mo);e skill-
ful plans, as witnessed by the decree
separating thq party functionaries
from the state administration.

In passing, one can’t help but laugh
at the ignorance of those who argued,
or continue to argue (1) Only the
Russian of enswe was respnnmble for
the defeat (2) only the Allied offen-
sive is cau.sing the disastrous defeat
of Germs_my Without the victory, in
the battle of France no Rusman offen-

sive would have been possible. Air

power, too, played a considerable
role. Conversely, the eastern front
gains made poss:h!,e the Westem
beak- through Even today, the Rus-
sian army is oeeupymg the attentmn
of the hulk of the Wehrma.cl}t Chau-
vimsts, Russian or any other brand,
might argue in terms like the edi-
torial wnter of the 'Socialist Appeal
but this method has nethmg in com-
mon with a serious mllltary ‘analysis,
or an internationalist whe under-
stands thing in their totality.

A third view, and one which was
much cloger to. reality, was that
which prevailed fortunately in our
movement. ' A stalemate was consid-
ered probable, and a “long war” view
was held. The long war indeed has

-

been with us, but an amendment is
necessary in the prognosis. Europe is
confronted- with a military victory,
and a decisive one-at that. The weight
of material and men has been deci-
sive. The Big Three have conquered
Europe. .

Betme the battle of France it was
legitimate to pose these guestions, for
evénts hadn’t settled the issue: Would
the resistance movements be able to
utilize the conflict to assume a dom-
inating role, or would their inspiring
struggles be fully subordinated to
the Big Three? Temporarily, at least,
the second question became the re-
ality. This is now the fundamental

s

relationship in Europe. It determines .

‘the course of political events in the
« next period. |

A RUSSIAN REVOLUTION
. The war in Europe ends with the
decisive "elimination of one of the

major cnntendgrs for world empires.

The grand prize of thé war, the fabu-
lous colonies .in the Orient; and de-
cisive mﬂu,gmce in China stands be-
fore the Blg Three. It is here where
the sharpest differences e:ust among
the Big Three.

In Europe, once Germany is elimi-
nated, a compromise on differences
is not too difficult. The Allies remain
united on one major - principle; de-
feat of any social revolutions. The

reduction of Europe into spheres of

influence is accomplished.

WAR IN THE PACIFIC

In the Pacific, precisely the major
differences, real and impending
among the Big Three, assure full and
joint , participation in the campaign
to exterminate Japan, which will

learn an unforgettable lesson of the- USA in the f’ae]ﬁc are the surest sign

Ghengis' Khan variety.

England needs desperately to re-
gain cblonial cpnguests lost to Japan,
if+it is to remain among the Big
Three. The resources of China, and
its petential market have not.escaped
the eyes of the merchants of Man-
chester. Britain will, participate -fully
in the Pacific. The problem is not
whether she will participate, as some
falsely argue, but rather how to re-
move the imperial flag from a re-
captured Singapore, Hong Kong, the
Indies, and elsewhere

-, Stalin's reglme needs badly some

substantial compensation for the loss-
es sustained in the European war.
Manchuria, Korea, and perhaps China
are not exactly tirifles. Besides, a
Russia which needs a chunk of
Poland for protection must obviously
safeguard its approaches from Japan
by seizing all adjacent territory. In
China, there exist already pliable
allies, or puppets for Stalin’s Far
Eastern plans. The almost indecent
haste with which the Stalinist re-
gime breaks with Japan indicates

-simply ‘how much faster the time-

table in the Pacific war has moved
than was expected.

In its “open door” policy, and the
new version of “trustee.ship" of the
colonial lands, the USA clashes with
the interests of both England and
Russia. The rubber and oil resources
already belong to a large degree to
the American industrialists. Why not
friendly governments? Or trustee-
-ships, which. mark the decline of
the imperial flag, and exclude the
Kremlin?

The truly grandmse pIans of the

that Washington understands thor-
oughly the politics mvolved there,
and what the basis for decisions at
a |“‘peace” conference shall be., The
connection between the vast armadas

and armies concentrated' or “ear-~
marked” for the Pacific, and the
“peace” ' conference .are -not fully

- understood by many. The large-scale’
landings planned on the ‘China coast,
the shifting of the greatest military
might in world’s history to the Pa-

cific;’ these are not “moves only for, -

or necessary, to smash Japan. The
time-table in’ the’ Pacific is over one
year ahead of schedule, - And .the
pace of Japan's complete defeat ac-
celerate.

The tremendous gains of the USA
against Japan, in contrast to earlier
military prognosis, arise from two
factars: In the. first place, Japanese
military strength was greatly over-
estimated. In the second place, the
ability of American industry to pro-
duce a super-military .machine was
vastly under-estimated. This is re-
flected in the ‘present relationship
between the two nations in two basic
arms: Airpower and seapower.| In
each it is a matter of a giant against
a pygmy. In landpower, also, the
\ Japanese are suffering fantastic loss-

es. If Iwo was a shock to the vie-
torious nation; imagine how the Jap-
anese people felt? "The Okinawa
operation reveals the glaring weak-
ness of thé entire Japanese military
structure.

In view of this strategic picture,
the grandjose plans hardly make
sense. They make less sense when

one adds coming British and Russian
. W

.

. decisive areas. Or, more exactly, a

| THE WAR THEORIES--AFTER SIX YEARS OF FIGHTING |

mifitary 'intervention. Already, half

the Japanese army is immobilized -
by the threat of Russia. When Stalin
moves at the propitious moment, the
days of Japan are numbered. But
the scope of American planning dees
make sense viewed against the con-
flicts and clashes of -interest in the
East. China will not be a Poland if . ' :
American. armies are 'in conirel of

-
¥

‘Lublin government is -excluded.
There is also the military occupation
of ,Formosa, the Indies, etc., etc. to
be considered. Decisive influence will
rest with that power among the Big
Three which has reoccupied the
territory involved in 'dispute. No
doubt, just as “guerrila warfare” in
Europe can justify use of more se-
curity troops, a similar phenomen
will exist in the Far East.

Just as the end of the war in
Europe didn’t bring demobilization,
so the collapse of Japan and its re-
duction to a colony will not. bring
that peace which the people yearn
for. Huge naval and land forces will
remain in the Pacific.

The kink in these grandiose plans
rests not only in the colonial masses,
but, above all, in the people ethSA
and England. The views of the serv-
iceman shall also p\lay a considerable
role. Already the non- fratermzatmn
law has failed.' Everyone recogmzes
the “letdown”- problem after VE day,
gboth at home and in the army. The
extent and scope of this reaction i

z ¥ 8
the modifying force to the big plans.
‘The pkocess of disillusionment ex-
pands. But greater dlsappomtments
still are ahead.

(Continued from page 1)

THE NORWEGIAN WORKERS for
the 1941 strike in defiance of thg
Nazi authorities. They struck over
the heads of their own union leaders
and called to ‘the ‘world's attention
that labor resistance to fascism was
alive. ,

THE FRENCH WORKERS AND
UNDERGROUND FIGHTERS, who
carried on the struggle against for-
eign oppression after the shameful
betrayal by their own ruling class.
They organized the -resistance to de-
portations, 'drove the Nazi troops out
of Paris and began ‘to purge all fas-
cists and collaborators. They continue
to oppose their own leaders, who
want to disarm themy"to. curb them:
and keep them from completmg their
fight.

THE WORKERS OF ITALY,. who

* astonished the world ‘with their gen-

eral .strike and struggles ~which
caused the collapse of the Mussolini
régime and showed that twenty-two
years of fascism had not corrupted

4heir spirit. They demanded the abo-

lition of the monarchy, release of
all political prisoners, an end to the
war and freedom of the press and
orgahization. The struggle which
1hey started so heroically under the
Nazi occupatlon they must now con-
tinue under the domination /of their
“liberators” — quland and the
United States. '
THE WORKERS OF DENMARK,
who in July, 1944, answered. the at-

tempt of the German authorities to

deport the Jewish people with a gen-
eral strike. They stayed out, despile

1 pleas of the Danish Freedom Coun-
cil to-return to work, until a number

of their demands were met.

THE PEOPLE OF WARSAW
AND THE REST OF POLAND, who
kept up+an unrelenting struggle for
five years against the invader which
¢ulminated in the glorious battle of
Warsaw last summer. For sixty-
three days, the lone Warsaw workers
kept up the fight to oust the Ger-
mans, pleading for help from Stalin
and Churchill, who stood 'idly by
watching the massacre of over 300,-
000 poorly armed, starving people.
Only when Warsaw was bled white
did its. pegple surrender. Our. admi-
ration for these fighters is equalled
only' by our condemnation of thel
betrayers, .the imperialist frulers in

'London"and" M,oscow. T

‘THE WORKERS AND PEASANTS
OF GREECE, who never stopped their
fight to drive out rthe oeeupymg ar-
mies of Hitler and continued this
fight. agdinst the British, who hacked
the Greek reactlonanes and. ¢ollabo-

rationists ancﬂ sought to restrre the
hated Greek monarchy. Through the
shameful betrayal of the Stalinist
leadership this strpggle was halted
mid-way, but it is far from over.
THE WORKERS OF GERMANY,
who, at the greatest peril, solidarized
themselves with their foreign broth-
ers, helped them escape, .and even
went on strike whenever they could.
They are the workers who are now
slated by the Big Three to be taken

[ Third Camp in the War-- |

All of these siruggles, no matter
how different may have been their
immediate goals and forms, have this
much in common: They testify to the
irresistible urge that the working
people 'everywhere have to secure
those improvements in the conditions
of life which are made possible by
the tremendous achievements of in-
dustry and science; they testify also
to the great capacity to recuperate

- from past defeats and to, sacrifice

into slavery to pay for the crimes"

of ‘their- fascist rulers against whom
they struck. :

THE : PEOPLE OFE INDIA in their
struggle for national independence
from British imperialism, in 1942 re-
jected the hypocritical Cripps pro-
posals to postpone independence un-
til after the war and staged a civil
disobedience and strike movement,
demanding immediate freedom. Only
brutal suppression by superior forces
of the British and the half-hearted
leadership of the Congress Party tem-
porarily halted this fight. But the
Indian people are as determined as
ever to have their freedom.

THE BOLIVIAN TIN MINERS,
,who struck in 1942 against the. in-
human conditions of ftoil,

against '

brutal suppression and against inter- .

vention of the U. S. Ambassador on
the side of the mine owners.
IN. THE UNITED. STATES we re-

. member the coal miners' strike of

1941 and the threé strikes *in 1943
which showed the way to break the
Little Steel formula. There was the
great sfrike in 1941 at North Amer-
ican Aircraft into which the U. S.
Army was sent by the President.
There were also the rubber workers’
strike in May, 1943; the Detroit
strikes and struggles against the
companies’ antilabor drive; the sit-
in demonsiration of .the Brewster

workers in June, 1944, against the

closing of the plant and ensuing. lay-
offs; and the gallant effort of ‘the

Rank and File in the UAW to free

labor " from the shackles of the no-
strike pledge.

» There were the struggles of the
Negro people for democratic rights,
for economic, political and social
equality, which led to the formation
on the March on Washington Move-
ment. It was the timidity and incor-
rect policy of the leadership which
stalled this battle half-way.

‘And. we must recall the magnifi-
cent fight put up by the share-
croppers and farm laborers‘of South-
east Missouri in the summer of 1942
in which they won their thirty-cent
hourly wage demand and other-im-
provements.

anew for what they consid%r a just
cause.

In the course of these battles,
they have had to face not only su-
perior strength from tho direct foe,
but ‘what is far. worse, treachery
within their own ranks. The: mosi
pernicious influence they have had
to contend with was that of the Star
linists in their organizations, who
have always tried to seize the lead-
ership of these movements in order
to convert them into appendages of

the Russian ruling class. Wherever -

they have not succeeded in this they
have sold out the movements in the
most brazen manner.

In other cases, the workers have
been’ eonfronted with leaders who,
in the interests of class peace, pre-
ferred to derail the movements and

» {0 give up the struggle. And finally

there were the leaders who did not
know where they were leading and
got stalled in the middle of the bat-
tle.

Yes, the Third Camp exists! It
lives and it fights! It has the will to
struggle and the capacity to sacri-
fice. It needs above all clarity of
program, consciousness of aim and
goal. It' needs a program which is
consistent with and embraces all the
aspirations of the peoples; a program

which means fighting on, till these

are achieved, This is the program of
world socialism, the order of democ-

racy, freedom, peace, security and
plenty.
That program is now emerging in

the form of revolutionary socialist
parties in Europe, in the as yet small
groups of French, Iialian, Belgian
and Greek Fourth Internationalists;
as. well as the growing Revolution-
ary Communist Party of England. In
the United States, this program is
represented by the Workers Party.

On this May Day, when we galute
all the, fighters in the Third Camp,
we extend special greetings to our
co-thinkers and comrades in Europe
who have withstood the years of re-
action and are now prepared-to take
their places in the coming struggles.

f
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" In the Militant 'l'rqdlhon of the Northwest
We Send ‘May Day Greetings to Labor Action
ELLEN, BERT, HARRY, ARTHUR, .

*  CARL, DON, HELEN'

‘SEATTLE BRANCH,

.

'WORKERS PARTY

REVOLUTIONARY GREETINGS FROM THE

BUFFALO BRANCH,

WORKERS PARTY

WORKERS PARTY,  BRANCH 1, DETROIT
GREETS LABOR ACTION ON ITS

FIFTH BIRTHDAY ‘
LONG LIFE TO YOU!

MAY DAY GREETINGS FROM THE
QUEENS BRANCH, WORKERS PARTY, NEW YORK

MAY BAY GQREETINGS FROM THE

MANHMTAH BRAHBH

N. Y. WDRKERS PARW

BIRTHDAY GREETINGS FROM THE
Harlem Branch, Workers Parly
.| TOLABOR ACTION .

"LABOR WITH A wurrs SKIN CANNOT EMAN--
CIPATE ITSELF WHERE LABOR WITH A BLACK
SKIN IS BRANDED."—KARL MARX

i

Chicago Branch, Workers Paﬂy '
* SENDS MAY DAY GREETINGS TO

LABOR ACTION

"Salute to LABOR ACTION. on May ﬂdf . | “

and the Fifth Anmversany of Its Struggle

Against lmpermhsf War and for ;
SOCIALISM” = =

San Francisco Branch
Workers Party

MAY DAY GRE‘Ermefs FROM THE
'READING, PA., BRANCH :

et OF THE

'WORKERS PARTY ,

fs,-,.“
4. -
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! The German fascists told’ the masses that: they

i

were fighting for their existence; their very life.
They were defending the’ “prolétarian” Germany,
robbed and impoverished by Versaxlles against the:
“plutocratic” demoergcies fattening’ Upon the vie-
tors' spoils of the first World War. Allied rulers
told’ thexr masses that they were defending democ-
racy, ﬂghtmg totalitarian bestiality, struggling for
a° world of true peace, security and freedom for
their children and the‘future generations.

The ideals embodied in the Atlantic CHarter and’
the Four Freeédoms duplicated in every important:
respect the propaganda of all the warring countries
in the first world war, But as the  war. developed,
it becamé clear a8 we' revolutionary socialists said
from: the very beginning, that war has nothing
whatéver to do with: these lofty principles.

By their actions in the post-war period, the capi-
talist' rulers prepared the march ofy fasmsm into
power. They déliberately divided: up Europe and
saddled’ it with a Versailles treaty; which made a
new war ihevitable. They - disorganized post-war
Europe and. brought about: the period of mass ung
employment. Thé: European masses threatened to
destroy the profit! system and establish a new social
order which 'would: forever destroy the power of
capltahsm to make wat: Against them, the ruling
classes of the- Alliés and: the Central powers who
had been at’ each others' throats: for four years. of
bloody battlé; now joined: hands to defeat’ them.
WHY FASCISM CAME TO' POWER

Fascism came to power in Europe oyer the im-
prisoned and slain of the most 'heroic elements of
‘the working class. The brutal Nazi agents of capi-
talism. had to destroy the ‘organized p‘owep of the
workmg class before they could® “reorganize” the
capitalist systems of Germany ang Italy to prepare
for war. But-Fascism gained stleng:h by promlsmgz
a “new order” in Europe. It promised' to make
Europe an economic unit, an essential requirement
if the peoples of the continent were to avoid- the
permanent crisis of capitalism. It-even called: itself
“socialist” in order to win the support.of the'masses
of: workers in Europe

Fascism fulfilled none of its promises. It did‘ not
bring peace, security or freédom. It ushered in war
and totalitarian rule: and'helped to push Europe and
the whole of cw;llzatlon to the edge ofrutter de-
structmn

Hitler's hordes were ordéred: and-paid for by the
handful of monopolists and cartel orgamzafions of
the Reich's industrialists and financiers. The Nazi
movement was the jagged club this class of in-
dustrialists ‘needed'-to beat the rebellious: German

workers who were then fighting for the same things:

that' American labor is fighting for today: security,
peace and freeédom. The movement was. helped to
power through the ‘assistance of its .“démocratie”
agents of I.he owning: class, Hmdenbm g, Von Papen
ete.

What did fascism do for the German capitalist
rulers? It organized the continent for German exs

ploitation: But it organized- the continent-through-

violence and the enslavement of its peoples, binding

‘Mani esto of the -
For Inde

them to the war economy of a renascent German
imperialism which was preparing for a new world
slaughter in order to obtain for German capitalism
what it failed to achieve in the first world war.
Throughout it all, the German capitalists aided by

loans of the Allied countries, regained their strength'

and became enriched once more.

The whr was inevitable so long as the capitalist
social order continued to exist. The powerful Ger-
man' 1ndustr1al system could not exist without, ex-
pansmn its rulers could not profit. The same was
true of Italy and Japan. They needed colonies to
exploit, markets for their goods, sources of raw
materials, cheap labor, ete. The Axis! countries pre-
pared to acquire those things which they needed
in the same manner in which the Allies had ac-
quired them—by means of war, violence, direct
seizure. In a fundamental sense the!causes of the
second World Imperialist War are the same as the
causes of the ﬁrst

BARBARISM IN EUROPE
Today a new barbarism stalks Europe. The full

-weight of mechanized destruction has wrought such

ruin in Europe and Asia that it will take more than
a generation to restore them to their former level.
Cities that are the product of centuries of human
labor and culture have been razed almost overnight.
Tens of millions of people are homeless and starv-
ing. They are modern cave dwellers. The economy of
Eulope as well as Asia is in a state of complete dis-
integration. Relief needs are stupendous. The aid
contemplated by the Allies willl not meet two per

t of the needs. 'Whole generations have been
wiped out. The new generations will be stunted;
diseased and  ill-equipped to endure the shocks' of
new depressions and new wars.

All' of these conditions express the samal decay
of capitalism.
return to characteristics of earlier societies which
humanity thought it left far behind. These are the

fruits of capitalism and its war. The Allied imperial-

ists ‘have: already demonstrated that they are unable

to: bring about a change in these conditions.
The turn in the war which has rseulted from the

tremendous military might of the Allies and the

assurance of an Allied victory caused the rulers of:

tie Big- Three to discard all pretenses about the
Atlantic eCharter and the Four Freedoms. The talk
about the right of self- -determination; national 'in-
dependence; freedom of speech, assembly® press and
orgamzatlon. and the rights of the peoples to choose
their own governmentis have been replaced by actions
which; for the peoples of ‘Europe, mean the continua-

tion of the fundamental German policy of national -

oppression, even though the methods may bé more
subtle, 'and the oppressor has changed nationalities.
~ The struggle of the European masses against their
German oppressor (for their national freedom has
now- been transformed into a struggle against their
Allied “liberators.” Thus the fight for national free-
dom continues unabated. It is directed against Russia
in Poland, the Baltic states, the Balkans—most of

Eastern Europe up to Berlin. In Greece, Belgium -

and other countries it is directed against the Britiéh
oppressors. It"is directed ‘against the. United States
insofar as the latt&r is deeply involved in. Europe,

They - exhibit strong tendencies of a:

vetoes the demands of the oppressed for freedom,
and acts as guarantor of the new enslavement.

The unrelenting struggle of the European peoples’
will ‘go on so long as the imperialist decisions of
Mnscow Teheran-Yalta remain in force. Europe can-
not exist; however, unless its economy is organized
and unified on a continental basis, unless the numer-
ous countries and the many frontiers are brldged
with the consent of the:peoples, and European eco-
nomy. produces: for the whole continent with a plan
to raise the living standards of all the countries.
This, requires, of course, uprooting the exploiting
rulin’g classes and eliminating artifiical borders
which create the national antagonisms exploited to
the full by:the Allied rulers. Only a voluntary union

i\

James T. Farrell
' Greets Labor Achon\

April 23/45
New York City
The Editors ;

Labor Action
114 West 14th St.
New York City
Dear Friends and Comrades:
Greetings, and congratulations on
your fifth anniversary. The fact that
you have maintained yourselves, hon-
estly presenting your views and de-
fending. your position—this fact is, in
itself; no inconsiderable accomplish-
ment: It should be a cause for the re--
newal of confidence in the 'sociulisi'
future as. we approach anoiher war-
time Muy Day.

" Fraternally yours,
JAMES T. FARRELL.

of free peoples can aécomplish such a unity. Only

a  socialist United States of Europe can achieve
such a task.

What-do the Allies offer to Europe? A hard peace

« sto the German people (not their capitalist rulers)
which means aj new enslavement. This enslaveg\ent
of Germany will have reverberations on the Whole
continent, because the destruction of German eco-
nomy” can only mean a further destruction of the
present miserable living conditions of the people.

. The Allies are dividing Europe, not unifying. it.
They offer “free enterprise”, that system of exploita-

tion and profit - whicli/is ‘responsible for the decades’

of misery which have existed on the continent.

]

But just as throughout the war there have been
signs of a reawakening of the masses of Europe
through the struggles of the third.camp of labor,

the future will see‘a continuously rising struggle of

these masses against all ruling classeg for their free-
dom against the -new usurpers of power: This strug-
gle will continue to be a struggle for national
freedom, against oppression and, explmtat;on and
inevitably for a new, free somety

AMERICAN LABOR'S ROLE

While the American ‘continents were the only
ones that did not see actual fighfing, and while €on-
sequently the people of the U. S. went relatively
unscathed, the rulers have failed in their promises
here, too. The promises—equality of sacrifice, no
new war millionaries, profit-curbs, price ceilings,’
control of the icost of living—were all shattéred by
profiteering: organized and guaranteed by a capi-
talist governiment in Washington. The “New Deal”
died at the war’s inceplion. Representatives of big

_business were called to Washington to run the war 3

economy,.

Labor paid the bill for tlle war through a one-
way sacrifice” program that saddled’ the workers-
with price rises, frozen wages, the no-strike pledge,

' longer hours under worsened canditions, etc. Its

leaders became - servants of the Administration
rather than' represéntatives of labor’s interests:
But despite this Wweight upon its back, American
labor in this war has aeccomplished something. that
points to the posalblhty of genuine plenty and free-

~ dom. Workers of factory and farm have produced. '

enough not only to keep up the home front, supply
and equip American armies pn a half dozen fighting
fronts, but to help supply and equip. the home fronts
and armies of several other Allied Nations, includ-
ing lend-lease matenals to the.iwo b}ggest Britain
and Russia. o

With over ten million of its ahlest workers over-

seas, American labor has raised produetlon to such
heights it is possible to say without fear of con-

tradiction from any source: We have the skills, the.
tools and the manpower to produce plenty for

everyone. To organize society so that the giant fac-
tories, mines, mills and farmlands will give every-

. one a good living through a guaranteed job.in a.
peaceful society: this is ‘the central problem of our’

', generation. Ca,pltalism has dembonstrated up to thc

hilt, its ihability to 'do this,

Under capitalism, you work only when it is profit-
able for big business. When the profit-making mech-
anism broke down in"1929, the capitalist government
had to step in and bail out business and provide
relief for the unemployed. It took a war, under
capitélism, to remove unemployment. Again,
government had to furnish the war orders, super-
vise and compel conversion to war production and

organize the chaotic capitalist economy. It. has,even '

had to guarantee profits during the reconversion
period because of the “sacrifices” made by industry
in converting to" war production. Once the market

is exhausted in: the post war period, and the capi- *
talist has made every penny of profit he can extract'

at home and abroad, there will be a crisis again,

the producer of all wealth, the most exploited class,

the

unless’ Labor ‘plays the ‘role it is entitled to! Labor, '

\ction o

~

- ) e '
the’ largest class, must, K have it own labor party:
which aims for the, complete-control of the g‘cwern-
ment. -

"To form its own partyy labor must get rld of the'
class- col]aborahomsb policy: of the labor bureatic=:
racy, whose own predicament is best exemplified by
its recent attempt'to unite-with the reactlonaryﬁ’
employers’ Chamber' of- Commerce, wh;le members
of -theat same organization already- had their post:
war blue prints in hand. for a. union- smashmg:
program.

It has to rid itself of.the' influence of Stahmsm
(the Communist Party). This American wing of
Russjan imperialism is out to tie:labor to the ruling
class in the interests of: the: joint exploitation by
Russia, the! U. S. and’ Britain. of..the "hberated“
(newly-captured) nations.

Tiabor should assess-its' powers. démonstrated ii‘l 3
the recent elections. It reeléctéd: Roosevelf and re" :
actionary Democratic party: throtigh’ the PAC, But
it thHereby demonstrateéd that its' numbers aria 50"
vast and its influence so powerful that labor’ can
rule the countiry in the interests of progress agalnsl
capitalist reaction.

We address all labor, but’ especially its- mlhtant& (74
We are powerful. We can help to raise mankind t;i !
a-new level. We can stem thé tide of barbarism
and turn history to new.peaks of civilization. ‘But
first: labor must make: its- political declaration ,oi
independence. Adopt a program’ lof security for thé
people and. against the starvation plans ‘of the capi-
talist owners of the'means ofilife. Organize a great
party of labor. Challengé the rule of the‘monopolists
and fight for power. Then it will be: pnsmble 1:0
organize society for the: common' good. 3

American labor’s task- is: to aet as a’ class in xts
own interests the: same’ way' the cap:tahsts actias’ a
class in theirs. e
 Labor must also have an international per: spectlve
It must not do léess in its own interests than the
international cartelists.who paved the way for thls
war against “fasmsm ” and:now- stretch out a: thand
to -save their Nazi brothers (and also’ their, prwat&
profits) did in theirs! . 3

The American workers must aid thelr European
brother$ in, their struggle for freedom, security and
peade. If American labor succumbs to the pleas of
the rulers and supports the subjugation of Eurd-
pean labor, its hopes are doomed, too. Eurﬁpe in
bondage will produce new wars, new’ Hltlers, new
revolts.

If American labor acknowledgef; its class kmsl'up
with world labor, the aims of all-labor can mone
easﬂy and surely be realized. 1

Once international labor solidarity is achleveﬁ
neither earth nor heaven can withstand. the pmﬁar
of labor to.organize the new society which! will:
finally have left barbarism behind for all time. °

ON TO A LABOR' PARTYL-TO THE DECLARA-
TION, OF POLITICAL INDEPENDENCE OF 'I'HE
AMERICAN ‘WORKING CEASS!'

ON TO A WORKERS’ GOV‘ERN’MENT—TO FREE-
.DOM, PEACE, SECURITY' AND. ABUNDANCE F\Oh.
ALL THE PEOPLE!

"ON TO: A WORKERS WORED!

ON' TO' SOCIALISM!

—National Committce of the Workers Part
\

o

By V. P. JENSEN

O name in the history of social ideas. occupies a place more
remarkable than Karl Marx; the: foundér of modern scientific
‘soeidlism. Just asDarwin: discovered’ ‘the law fof evolution in or-
gamc nature, so Marx"discovered the law ‘of- evolution in human
. hlstory Marx made-clear-the: simple fact that mankind must first
eat and drink, havé shelter and- c]othmg, before:it can pursue poli-
tics, science, rehgxon. art; etc, and that thefefore the’ production
ot_thb immediate materialsmeans of subsistence, and’ consequently
the degree of ecoriomic development- attained by a given epoch,
form‘ the foundation upon which-the state institutions, the legal
conceptions, the art and even the religious ideas of the people con- »
cernéd have been evolved. But that is not all. Marx' in-his major
work, Capital, discovered thé special law'of motion governing the
present-day capitalist mode of production and' the kind of society -
that'this modé“of production has created. It was Marx who showed
that capitalist profit derives from the exploitation of labor.

Before all else' Marx was a revolutionary. His mission in life
was not merely to make scientific_studies: of' capitalist develop-
ment, but to' contribute to the overthrow of the exploiting capi-
talist’ society and of the state institutions- which it had breught
into being; to cohtribute to the liberation of thié present-day work-
ing class, which' HE- was the first' to. make conscious of its ‘own '
position‘ and needs, of the conditions under which: it' could win its

own enfancipation: : \

Marx fdounded not only a science but a great ideal—the eman- *
" cipation’ of the working:class—and he fought for thig ideal of social
justice with great passion: and- zeal in collaboration with his com-
rade; Frederick': Engels: He fought 'through his newspaper’ articles;
his-revelutionary; pamphlets and his organization of revolution-
ary workets' clubg®thivoughout the large cities of Huropei—a fight
whage crowhing’ triumph was the-organization of'the International
Wbrkmg Men’s Association~the- first’ international workers’ organ-

ization dedicated! tt: the' ﬂght for’ socialist freédom.
3 /

visit him.

the part of Engels.

lifelong friend.

For ten days Marx and Engels compared views and found ihat
each' had independently reached' the same revolutionary conclu-
sion: that the capitalist social order was, historically, a transitory
phenomenon—a social order doomed to give place, sooner' ot later,
to the rule of the working" class’ and: aisystem of socialism. Each
rad reached this conclusion by a separate route—Engels by a study
of the classical English political economy and of ‘the English labor
movement and Marx by the stody of ' the great French Revolution.

From that time on, Engels was to be Marx's faithful collaborator,
thoroughly loyal, without an atom®of personal ambition, generous
and self-effacing, practical and’ energetic/ His unstinting literary
assistance hardly less than his constant and generous financial 'aid
were the materials that helped determine Marx’s future career.
Marx owed his knowledge of English sources of economic. theory to:
Engels. Without Engels, it would have been difficult for Marx:tlo
undertake the research to which the-first volume of Gapital bears
witness; and the publication of the last two volumes of the great
work after Marx’s death was a great and pamstakmg tubute on .

Together Marx and Engels laboredsfor the cause of socialist
freedom. They fought to win sapport for the Paris Commune dur-
ing its brief lifetime of working' class rule; and together they. la-
béred at the work of providing:theoretical: and praetical guidance

_for the rismg pocialist and workers parties, which-emerged- befoi-e,
during and after the life of the First International. |

After Marx’s death, Engels helped ‘guide, the workmg class
movement .of the world and devoted the rest of his days to the
task of completmg, wﬁdu:atmg and popularlzmg the work of his

“our Ch amp:ons of World Wor

ARX S great collaborator and lifelong friend, Friedrich Engels, g . .

" was the son of a rich Rhenish manufacturer. His father owned |,
a (_:ottnn mill near Manchester, and young Engels was sent to Eng-
land in 1842 to study English business conditions. Already an eager
critic of social conditions, he was able to draw conclusions on po-
litical economy \in an article which Marx, living in Germany, hailed
as a work of genius, and whose author: he hastened to invite to.

I. LENIN was the great organizer .of the Russian Revolution'
" ¢ of 1917 in which for the first time a working cliss took/and held
stale power. From the time he was twenty-three, Lienin devoted:
his entire life te the task of destroying Czarism and in phrt:cu'lar‘
to forging the revolutionary instrument of a party’ reﬂechhg the:
needs and aspirations of the working class. T

Winning a majority of the party, Lenin, from 1905 to the out-
bieak of World War I, dévoted himself, from abroad; to: directing
the activitigs’ of the Bolsheviks who were represented” in the
Russian legislative: body, the Duma, leading thém!ih their fight
against those.who would. weaken labor a.nd make cnncessions to
the Czar. During this time, Lenin made his masterly studies of
modern ﬁnance capital and imperialism, and elaboratéd’ the Marx-
ist theory ‘of the statg. Lenin showed that the state was the means
of oppression of the ruling class and that the working cliss could
only free itself from exploitation by taking'state: power.

From 1912, when the 1st.World War loomed unmistakably on
the horizon, Lenin began to search within the Setond International
of Social-Democratic Parties, for elements; who, like the Bdlshe-
v1ks. knew that the war not one for democraey: but-for. imperialist
redivision of speoils and colonies. Lenm mercilgssly castlgated ‘those

‘socialists” who forgot their internationalisma ahd’ $uppo*rted their
oppressors, the capitalist class. ;

When the hungry, war-weary Russian wérkers and peasants
overthrew the Czar in February, 1917, ‘Lenin hurried® back to
Russia, to lead the masses to power under the slogans of Land,
Peace and Bread. Lenin and the Bolshevisk then ofganized a new,
. . Third International, hoping that Europes working- ciasses would
© follow the lead of the Bolsheviks.

Serving. as the hcgul of the Boviet guvenmzm;t mlil his un-
ASortonate death in 1924, Lenin suultn_l the’ ﬂihicu}t course of the
new ad - isolated gmfvmm_ml. His writings and speeches compose
an indispensable textbook of revolutionary practice, unequalled
for clarity, realistic m_sight and power of’ weigliing~men and ideas.

s
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N SO FAR as there was a leader of the defeated Revolution of =
I 1905 in Russia, that léader was a young man of twenty-six who
was' elected president of the first” Pétersburg: Soviet of Workel_'g !
Dépitties in that year, the br!ll[a.nt ybling orator and pnlitl
leader, Leon Trotsky. g

Trotsky managed to escape to Europe; wl(ere he continued hts
political activities; Returning to Russii after the @ownfall of tlih
Czar; he joined the Bolsheviks in July, 1917, to betome, tog‘ethe‘i'
with Lenin; the outstatiding leader of
lution. It was Trntsky, as presidenteof the Petersburg Soviet, wh?)
under the politieal leadérship of Deﬂm who was in hiding, leﬂ th&
actual Insurrection of October 25 ’

Trotsky served fhe Soviet Geveqnment as: People's Commlssa'r
for Foreign Affairs until after’ the’ atfack on the Soviet Govern-
ment by the capitalist governments-of the-world, when he becami
People’'s Commissar for War. Trotsky then’ organized the dei‘enﬂé
of the new workers' republic, creating- the Red Army ‘and' con
ducting  a war agamst counter-revolutionary: Iorces who Wer:
backed up with ammumtlons and supplies” by the Allied powets,

Exiled from Russia in 1928; 'and’ thereafter hounded by Slaalin‘h
G.P.U., Trolsky was untiring in his théoretloal fight for Bnlshevlk
nalyzing the degeneration of the Communist paﬂy. ‘il
the Soviet Union and abroad in a-series of political sludies \#h!d!l.
will ever stand as brilliant, unwearing landmarks in the’ rich’ fiell
of Marxist®politics. After the vietory of German fascism, a detea‘t
of the working-class caused by the betrayal of Ieadership
Stalin’s International, Trotsky launthed the movement for a<ne'
Fourth International, to be deditated io the cause of intemailo_
proletarian revolution and’ bolshevism.

Struck down in: August, 1940, by the axe in the hand of a
Stalinist G.P.U, agent, Trotsky died a martyr o labor’s ca{lsé the
last giant figure of Marxism. But the lessons taught by Lenin and
"Trotsky are not-lost: they: live in the program’ and orgamzﬂhonﬁ
and movements of\a FourthInternational, of which the Woi’kers
Party is a proud palt

liussi:ui‘ Bolshevik revo-
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This is’ indeed a grand occasion—
to celebrate May Day together with
the fifth anniversary of America’s

‘most ‘militant labor and revolution-

ary socialist newspaper. The satisfac-
tion on this anniversary is greater
when it is .remembered that many
did not give LABOR ACTION a long
life, for the paper was born at the
'start of the second great imperialist
war. =

To start LABOR ACTION that
crucial period of social dislocation
seemed a hazardous undertaking.
LABOR ACTION and, the Workers
Party, with which it is'associated,
were new ventures. The future of
both enterprises was difficult to fore-
see. But to have carried them
through successfully testifies to the
power of the'ideas and the vitality
of the, movement behind them.

AIMS OF LABOR :ACTION:

The aim of those responsible for
the editorial policy of the paper was
and is &o offér the program and ideas
of the Workers Party in simple
terms, to guide the militant workers
in their struggle -for labor's rights
s#nd interests, to teach them that the
economic demands of laber, while
important and necessary, were in-
sufficient,

The economic struggle of the work-
ing class - and all who toil must be
joined to a polifical struggle against

‘the political rule of the monopolistic -

capitalist class. To aid in the politi-
cal development of the American
working class, to help break it away
from dependence. on capitalist poli-
tics and capitalist politicians is still
the great task of LABOR ACTION. |

The success of LABOR ACTION
manifested itself from the begi .
The response of the advanced rk-
ers enabled the paper to expand
from a circulation of 5,000 to 12,000
in 1842. The next great step was the
establishment of a one-cent LABOR

ACTION and the organization of a-

‘drive to increase the circulation by
‘many thousands. Since then the
‘circulation of the paper has risen to
as high as 50,000 for special issues
and now circulates at a steady rate
of 25,000. weekly! )

LABOR ACTION circulates among

'a ‘wide variety of ‘American workers
. and farmers. Its readers number

more than the actual circulation of
the paper. It is read by the highest
paid skilled workers and the poor-
-est, most exploited sharecroppers of
Southeast Missouri.

 ‘Over the momentous days of the
past five years, LABOR ACTION has
‘established an exemplary record of
struggle and devotion to the cause
of labor and jits freedom. For ‘this

- ——

time threatened by the Post Office
authorities. But the paper did not
flinch in the defense of its rights to
circulate its ideas. ; ’
When the war broke out, LABOR
ACTION published the manifesto of
the Workers Party, declaring the
war imperialist. It stated that the
victors could only be the monopolis-
tie capitalist classes of. all countries
who enriched themselves through
profiteering from the destruction of
lives and civilization. The manifesto
pointed out that the masses in all

“countries were the main victims of.

the conflict. They bore the main bur-
dens of war. Their economic condi-
tions .deteriorated. They supplied the
cannon-fodder for war. The hope of
the people, said the manifesto of the
Workers Party, was a socialist world
of freedom, a sysiem of production
for use and not for profit,- a system
that would eliminate exploitation

ifor all - time. LABOR ACTION en-

dorsed ' that manifesto and it has
served to guide its writings ever
since..

The -economy of this country is an-«
example of how thé 'war has put
enormous burdens upon labor. And

. yet 'the United Statés has felt the

war less than' other countries. The -
“equality of sacrifice” program of
the Administration has turned out to
mean that the sacrifices come essen-
tially from the working people.

IN DEFENSE OF LABOR

For American labor,'the war estab-
lished long hours of: toil, worsening
conditions of labor,.a loss of rights
gained after years of sacrifice and
struggle, and a declining standard of
living. -

When the labor officialdom gave a
ho-strike pledge, it tied labor’s hands
and served as a siﬁnal for every la-
bor-baiter and union-buster to open
up an assault upon the workers and
their économic organizations.

With the war economy in the hands
of big business, it was little wonder
that wages remained stationary for
the majority of workers, the cost of
living rose continually higher, price »
ceilings were violated, guality of
consumer goods deteriorated. "

Labor paid the price for the ‘én-
richment "of the capitalist class and
for the greatest profits in the historz
of Amerjpan business.

In this situation LABOR ACTION
spoke out valiantly in behalf of the
workers. It has cnnsigtently fought
against the Administration’s wage
freeze, focused the spotlight on war
profits, high prices, union-busting,
anl all attempts .of reaction to
tighten its grip upon the country.

LABOR ACTION at all times kept
its finger on the pulse pf the labor
movement. It consistently covered
the ‘leading conventions of the

" mHE .
| Labor Action In Review
- By ALBERT GATES
'.Edl?or of LABOR ACTION

very reason its existence was at one
unions. It spread its message to all
the workers. ¢

. Other highlights in the compaigns
of our paper have been:

SOME THINGS WE DID

l—The agitation for independent
% political action by the workers
through the organization ef a Labor
party, with a militant working class
program aimed at taking political
power. We intervened in the elec-
tion campaign to show that it was a
struggle between two capitalist par-
ties, calling upon the PAC to trans.
form itself into an instrument for
advancing the organization of a La-
bor Party.

2—A campaign against the no-strike
pledge, -in which LABOR AC-
TION joined with \the. progressive
ranks of. organized libor to fight a
measure which “has weakened the
labor movement and given mnheard-
of power to government and indus-
try to defeat the most urgent de-
mands of the working class. y

3-——A campaign against the Nation-
al War Labor Board as an in-
sirument of big business whose pur-
pose it is to. maintain the. wage
freeze and prevent redress of labor’s
wage demands. LABOR ACTION has
consistently yoiced the best interests
of labor and called for the resigna- -
tion of the labor members from the
WLB.

—LABOR ACTION carried on a
vigorous defense of all minori-
ties—Négro, Jéwish, Mexican and re-

ligious—against the attacks of reac-

tion. It' has consistently fought dis-
crimination in the armed forces as
another expression of fascist racial
doctrines which exist in so, many
places in the country, ofien fanned
by big business jnterests.

- Consistent with the internation-
. al solidarity of labor’s interests,
it has reported the most important
events in Europe, defending the rights
of the European masses' to national
independence, their own govern-
ments, and complete freedom, peace
and security. It has opposed inter-
vention of any power in the affairs
of any country and called upon all
workers in this country to defend ’
thelr class brothers across the ocean,
to defend the European Revolution
against counter-revolutionary inter-
vention,

LABOR ACTION is blazinfi a trail
toward the socialist future. We have
only just begun; a long and winding
road lies ahead, But we are prepared
for it by the conviction that there is
no hope for a new and better world
except through the achievement of
the new social order of socialism, a
world of peace, freedom and plenty
for all. - v

l
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