~ By ALBERT GATES

The collapsed fascist régime of Germany
has announced that its Fuehrer, the mass mur-
derer, Adolph Hitler, is dead. He has been
siicceeded by Admiral Doenitz, commander
of the U-boat fleet and of the German Navy.
The report is that Hitler died in the Chancel-
lery.

So many theories have been advanced
about Nazi post-war plans, the establishment
of a vast underground movement, the dis-
guise of their leaders so that they may once
: again lead their movement of human scum,
» 3 the secretion of millions of dollars by these leaders in wvarious

countries of. the world, that doubt is cast about the truth of the
Nazi announcement.

Whether the report of Hitler’s death is true or not cannot be of
too much importance. Dead or alive, Hitler’'s power is ended for
all time, If his own party of murderers does not take his life, if the
Allied powers plan any protracted trial of this butcher, he cannot
escape the vengeance of the people, in the first place, the German
workers. They will take his life.

The Nazi Party is finished, too. The overwhelming defeat it has
suffered .in the war cannot be overcome. It stands before the world
and the German people as a party of defeat, as a harbinger of war,
death, destruction and mass misery.

The interesting aspect of the whole war is that fascism in Ger-
many and Italy, agents of their respective capitalist classes, the

: Before the war broke out, before the imperialist rivalries had
reached a bursting point, the capitalist classes of the United States,

]Great Britain, France and the other nations looked with great ad-
imiration on the régimes of Germany, Italy and Japan. That's the
‘way to do things, they said. No trouble with labor. Wh¥? You just
'destroy the labor movement. You establish a régime of the con-
icentration camp, the police jail, the pistol, the whip and the hang-

man's knout. That is why the capitalists the world over admired .
Hitler and Mussolini.

Their admiration ceased when the rulers of those countries
sought to advance their economic interests against the Allies.
Then it became a war to the death as to who shall survive and
keep the riches of the world. In this war, one set of imperialist
powers ‘set out fo destroy another. And in this war, the fascist
systems of Germany and Italy were crushed.

The job of destroying fascism, however, is not ended. Fascism
remains a threat to the people, thé working class above all, as
long as capitalism exists. The way to get rid of this threat, the way
to get rid of war, the way. to get peace, freedom and plenty for
all, is to abolish the capitalist system and the power of the capital-
ist rulers, The way to get real peace, freedom and security is to
establish the free society of socialism,

Il Duce Is Dead!
Bravo! ltalian
. | Partisans

By SAM ADAMS

Benito Mussolini, the man who headed the fascis? state in Italy for more
than twenty years, is dead.

Mussolini, the agent of the Italian financiers and industrialists, received
justice that was long ovérdue.

Mussolini, the man who murdered and tortured the Italian workers and
peasants in order to guarantee the profits of Italian big business, died at the
hands of the people,

Mussolini, the man admired by capitalist business
men and capitalist statesmen 'the world over, was caught
in flight, tried and sentenced.

Mussolini, the man who dragged the Italian people
into two wars which they did not want, who ruled with
the assassin’s pistol and knife, whose weak régime was
constantly bolstered through the financial assistance
given him by American and British bankers as long as
he promised to destroy the Italian labor movement and
keep its working people in bondage, was shot and
hanged by the workers!

HE WAS NOT ALONE

Thus ended the life of the “Sawdust Caesar,” the

" plowhard of fascism, the man who taught Hitler, who is also reported to be
dead. ' . :

The man who ordered the assassination of the socialist, Matteotti, did not
go alone. The Partisans shot his mistress, Claritta Petacci. They arrested,
tried and shot Achille Starate, former secretary of the Fascist Party; Ro-~
berto Farinacei, another former party secretary; Carlo Scorza, party secre-
tary; Nicola Bombacei, renegade communist, who made his peace with Mus-
solini, and a score of other fascist dignitaries.

They took these enemies of labor, these petty thieves who acted as the
agents of the corrupt House of Savoy and the Italian capitalists who brought
thein into power, and hung them head downward for-all of Milan to see.

When the workers of proletarian Milan heard the news they rushed to the
- city square to see the bodies. They wanted to be sure that the man who ruled
SR over them for so many years was really dead. They stomped on his dead body.

>

TOO BAD, MR. CHURCHILL, TOO BAD—

. On _January. 21, 1927, after pqepblgiing. a_ tour of poor, wretched and
exploited Italy, Winston Churchill, His Britannic' Majesty’s Prime Min-" -
ister, said: s

"] could not help being charmed, as so many other people
have been, by Signor Mussolini's gentle and simple bearing
and by his calm, detached poise, despite so many burdens
and dangers....If | had been an Italian, | am sure that |
would have been whole-heartedly with you fascists from
start to finish."

: All we can say is, too bad, Mr. Churchill, you could not “have been
S 3 wholeheartedly with you fascists from start to finish.”

They spat on him and his dead cronies. All their pent-up hatred was released,
for they remembered their terrible slavery, their years of starvation and mis-
ery under Mussolini’s police régime.

And so the “inventor” of fascism went to his doom, in a climax befitting
‘a scouridrel. And no one mourned his passing, that is, no one among the broad
masses of the people.

UPPER CLASSES TREMBLE A LITTLE

No, it is only among the “upper classes” that they whisper about the swift
" justice of the people. It is only among the monopolistic ruling classes that a
little fear is expressed about the unruliness of the masses.

It is only in the banking houses, especially those which helped to finance
Mussolini’s régime, that the action of the Partisans was regarded with little
favor. '

It was in the high circles of diplomacy where gentlemen whispered softly
that justice in this case was a little too swift! And why not? Their class broth-
ers were done away with. - _

It was only the Vatican, for so many years living in peace with Mussolini
and fascism, which deplored the “hasty procedure.”

The action of the Italian workers is embarrassing to the statesmen of the
United Nations, who have been resisting the wishes of the people in purging
the fascists and fascist collaborators in the “liberated” countries.

THE PEOPLE VERSUS THE STATESMEN )

- The Milan event only brings more sharply to mind the British policy in
Greece and Belgium, where they prevented a purge of the big business men
and politicians who were Nazi agents and collaborators.

The Milan event only focuses more sharply the British-American policy
in the rest of Italy of preventing a purge of other fascists like the King and
his marshal, Badoglio. It calls.to mind the long-@rawn-out trial of Roatta, who
mysteriously escaped from a prison hospital to vanish completely. s

What are the rulers of the Allied nations to do now? Condemn the trial
and shooting of Mussolini and his henchmen? Then the whole garne about a
war against fascism and for democracy will be unmasked a little more.

What is de Gaulle to do in France, where he has resisted the demands of
the French people in the underground movement for swift justice ot the
French industrialists, bankers and politicians who assisted the German fas-
eists in their occupation of the countiry and in the slaughter of thousands of
anti-fascist Frenchmen? What shall he do.with Pétain, that reactionary ser-
vant of the French 400 families, who headed the Vichy régime? Can he do
less than the Italian Partisans? 3

The Italian Partisans showed the way to mete out justice to fascists. It did
not matter whether these fascists were of high station or low. They gave
them the justice of the people, a true justice. 3

Bravo! fellow workers of ‘the Italian Partisans!
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Employment in Detroit Area
Decreased by 107,000 Workers

By MARTIN HARVEY

DETROIT — Accompanying an an-
nouncement by the Army that the
huge Willow Run Bomber plant is to
be shut down by mid-summer upon
completion of current contracts, a re-
port was issued by the Michigan War
Manpower Commission that in the
year ending March 31 employment
in war plants in the Detroit area de-
creased 107,000. Sl

This report has a double signifi-
cance—for the past and for the fu-
ture. It points out the deliberate
falsehood of the attacks on miilitant
unionists by government officials,
corporation executives and the UAW-

Frisco Parley Opens

SAN FRANCISCO—It is difficult fo
write much about the San Francisco
Conference at this time. The meet-
ing is still in its organizing stage.
The Big Three are still fighting out
the issues which separate them, but
it is clear to everyone here that what
dominates the conference is pure and
simple power politics, the struggle
of the strongest powers to dominate
the world and which of them sepa-
rately will make the best bargain.
It was apparent even before the
conference began that the United
States and Great Britain were deter-
mined not to yield on the subject of
Poland. They insisted that the Yalta
decision be carried out first, namely,

. that Stalin’s hand - picked Lublin

government be broadened so as to
make the bargain they struck in Yal-
ta of selling out.the country .look

o 'more palatable,

CIO top leadership. In their cam-
paign to weaken the unions and keep
the no-strike pledge they shouted
constantly about production needs at
the same time that workers were be-
ing laid off in every auto plant.

But the lesson for the future is
even more serious. The crucial prob-

lem of reconversion and post-war
unemployment can_ be put off no
longer. It is here now. The State
WMC director, Edward L. Cushman,
tried to pretty up the picture of
107,000 fewer jobs by insisting that
only 35,000 were unemployed. 35,000
unemployed, of ¢ourse, is a fact which
only a WMC director can brush aside

“The Big Three had hoped to settle
the issue without having the matter
brought out into the assembly. They
thought that agreement to grant
Russia three votes and to seat the
Ukrainian and White Russian dele-
gates would be sufficient to placate
the Russians on the Polish issue.

~But Stalin’s - policy is obviously a
little more subtle. He has not object-
ed to Britain’s six votes, but merely
mentioned it to show that the Em-
pire already has a formidablé bloc

at the conference. He cites American

votes in the form of the Pan Amer-
ican bloe, which: is- dominated by the
State Department. Stalin wants his
bloc strengthened and to be in a
better position to advance Russia's
imperialist interests as against those
of the United States and Great Brit-
ain. So Churchill, Stalin’ and Tru-
man are still trying to settle the

the ‘Father of Fah,cism’ED)'ed

with a casual remark. To those who
are out of work in a time of fan-
tastically high prices, the problem
demands an immediate solution.

LABOR OFFICIALS “FIGHT”

But what of the rest whose jobs
have disappeared? Have they-retite—ii
on their “fabulous earnings?” Have
they vanished into thin air? Not at
all. They are all here, big as life, and
working—BUT, they are working on
worked-out farms which they left &
couple of years ago to make a more
decent. living at-union wages or they
are working in the low-paid non-war
industries such as restaurants, launt
dries and thé like. Those few who

ORI :

agreement reached at Yalta.

Under Anglo - American insistence, -

however, the Russians were defeated
on ‘the ‘Polish ‘issue. Molotov contin-

AVE BEGUN:

By WALTER WEISS '

The V-E (Victory-in-Europe) Day rumors of last Saturday
were false alarms. The real V-E Day had already come and gone.
Business papers generally gave the date as Wednesday, April
25—the day on which the War Department decided to cut back
existing armament orders by "substantial amounts." Many air-

craft and shipyard workers would place the date even earlier
than that.

The Army, Navy, Maritime Commission and War Production
Board have followed their usual policy of deceiving the workers
about "cutbacks.” First, there was the story that V-E Day might
not come for months. The cuts, said WPB Chairman Krug, about
a month ago, would be relatively small—12 per cent in the first
three months after V-E Day, 20 per cent at the end of six months,

or Freedom Begins!

political system of the monopolists which existed for the sole pur-
pose of destroying the labor movement and guaranteeing the prof-
its of the same monopolists, is destroyed by rival capitalist powers.
The urge for profit which drove the German, Ifalian and Japanese
Tuling classes to war against the ruling classes of the Allied powers,
led to the destruction of the political system to which all capital-
ist classes aspire when faced with rebellious working people.

b
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months, 35 per cent.in a year. Army officers cried out that Krug's _;T- :

figures were too high.

NOW the news leaks out that a 15 per cent cutback in the
first three months has already been decided on, and "high WPB
quarters" indicate that more is to come, so that the total will
probably reach 25 per cent in three months ‘(Journal of Com-
merce, April 30, and Iron Age, April 26). )

Early in April Krug was confiding o the automobile magnates
i:ha!- cutbacks by a year after V-E Day might be 45 to 50 per cent
ma:r.tead of his publicly announced 35 per cent. Questioned about
this by business reporters, Krug denied the 50 per cent state-
ment but admitted having told the auto executives that the figure
would be higher than 35 per cent. Asked how much higher, he
told them 15 per cent higher. (Iron Age, April 19.) ,

Is it any wonder that, as Business Week of April 29 states,
“industry (not labor—Ed.) had
prepared itself for the cut-
backs even before...the War
Department announcement”?

How well will the people of

the nation get along after
these cutbacks? That depends on
what class of the nation you happen

to belong to. Let's examine the sit-
uation,

I. The Working Class

are not working at all have given up
the search for a decent job and are
forced to make a go of it on the
wages of another member of the

family.

In other words, 35,000 Detroit
workers have lost their income al-
together and 72,000 workers have had

. their living standards reduced.

For Detroit, this is only the begin-
ning. In the next few months these
figures will be doubled, tripled and
quadrupled.

With this immediate threat against
the welfare of the auto and aircraft
workers the leadership of the UAW-

. CIO was galvanized into action. To

(Continued on page 3)

ued the fight over the 'seaii.ng of Ar-
gentina and here, too, he was de-
feated. i

SHADOW BOXING

Hypocrisy drips all over the con-
ference. Molotov made grand  ges-
tures - about democracy and' con-

demned the fascist régime of Argen- -

tina, even quoting statements from
Hull and Roosevelt which severely
attacked that régime. Some people
wanted to remind Molotov of the
Hitler-Stalin bloc and his own state-
ment that fascism was “a matter of
personal taste.”

The Anglo-American bloe, in furn,
reminded the Russian delegation that
it did not interfere with the govern-
ments elected or selected in other
countries, forgetting all about Greece,
Italy and Belgium. And Molotov

For labor in the reconversion pe-

riod, there is no “economie cushion” -

provided by law except state unem-

ployment insurance laws. Weekly

benefits in various states have been

ranging, on the average, from nine

to nineteen dollars. In some states,

:lk;f: minimums are rhuch lower than
is.

Past experience indicates that at
any one time no more than one-third
of the unemployed will be covered
and also “qualified” to get this insur-

(Continued on page 2)

Big Three Power Fight

‘making it very uncomfortable for Mr.,
Eden, head of the British delegation,

As a matter of fact the conference,

- which still has to decide the matter

of the world organization based on
the Dumbarton Oaks Plan, is in a

bad way. Few have any faith in the-
proceedings. The small nations know

t!_ley have no power whatever to de-
cide anything. They are.fully aware
that this is a Big Three show. They
know that their task is to ally them-
selves with one or another of the Big
Three powers in preparation for an-

other conflict which must surely
come, ) ;

The Dumbarton Plan which comes '

before the conference  is already
based upon giving the Big Three

complete power over all other mem-
bers, }

(Continued on page 2)
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\: siruggle for freedom means a strug-
-gle for socialism and a defense of

Marxism against its faulty critics.

*.as chairman of the dinner,

LABOR ACTION
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Labor Notes From Buffalo

By JOHN BARNES

BUFFALO—The Labor-Management
Committees at Bell Aircraft and Cur-
tiss-Wright have finally and officially
disbanded. The story carried in the
morning paper mourned this devel-
opment as a blow to continued
“Pnity” and explained that the crack-
up was due to the bringing. . up of
grievances in the meetings (which
heretofore were calm, cozy and com-
pletely ineffective).

The Committee at Bell has not met
in almost a year and its passing there
comes as no surprise. At Curtiss,
hdwever, where the Company-tinted
IAM and Stalinist UOPWA hold con-
.trol, the move is of some significance.
It is evident that the Union hacks
are being forced, no doubt reluctant-
ly, into a pretense of genuine Unio
action, for two reasons. First, because
of the monthly layoffs which are run-
ning in the thousands and secondly
because of the high-handed tactics
and attitude of the Company, which
is resulting in the accumulation of
grievances.

Unfortunately since there is no ac-
tive, organized opposition to either
the shop or office leadership in the
plant, the sell-out Union policies atl
Curtiss are bound to continue Labor-
Management Committees ‘or no,

Transport Workers

The AFL Transport Workers,
which recently defeated the Stalinist
TWU (CIO) in an NLRB election at
the IRC ‘barns, has started punching.
Unlike the TWU, which on bended
knee gave a No-Strike Pledge dur-
ing the campaign, it has already used

- the strike weapon as a club with

which to rid the IRC workers of a
notoriously anti-Union Industrial Re-
lations Manager.

The Union' threatened a complete
shutdown of transport service unless

this Company official was deposed
and added that Union representatives
would never sit down fo bargain, as
they are scheduled to do, with him
present. The Company, fearful of a
shutdown at this time when an in-
vestigation is being launched con-
cerning the city's transport service,
reacted prompily and announced the
manager’s “resignation.”

The AFL has in this action won to
its side many of the IRC workers
who formerly held CIO sympathies
and promises to win much needed
benefits' for the IRC workers if it
continues on this militant vein.

Novel Strike

The brewery workers (independent

n/ ‘Union affiliated with the CIO Trade

Union Council) seem on their way to
winning their novel strike.

Two weeks ago these workers took
a five-day “holiday” en masse and
met daily to discuss their demands
for higher wages, extended vacations
and a straight five-day week. They
announced no strike, gave absolutely
no information to the companies or
to the daily press (reporters were ex-
cluded from the daily meetings) and
went about their business. The com-
panies of course wailed and moaned
abouf all 'this and kept asking for
"the oppor I.unity of meeting with the
strike leaders They kept calling for
the' U. §." ‘Congciliation Service and
every other Go\remment agency that

might fﬂrce a meetmg. They even

ihserted huge ads in ‘the daily press
to the effect that the strike was
sabotaging the war effort since beer
was being shipped to the armed
forces! The w‘orkers continued 'their
meeting, howevcr. until they were
ready ‘to present their demands. '
At this writing the Union and com-
panies (formed into a Brewer's As-
sociation) are in the process of bar-

’

gaining. It is safe to assume that the
Union will win a goodly number of
its points since the companies have
had their fill of “mass hoildays” and
realize they are dealing with a united
Union that knows the tactic that
hurts the company pocketbook.
.

- .
An "Investigation"

The investigating committee as-
signed to afirm or refute the charges
that Curtiss-Wright forced defective
planes on the Army has arrived on
the scene and has begun calling for
pro and con testimony from those
who wish to give it.

It is extremely doubtful that the
committee will eventually come up
with anything but a complete white-
wash of the company. Aside from the

{estimony of one ex-Curtiss inspector

whose revelations forced the investi-
gation( and he was fired for poking
his nose into delicate matters) few
workers are going to put their head
in a double. noose by admitting fhat
“irregularities” were tolerated or en-
couraged by ‘high Curtiss officials.
They are fearful of their jobs and of
becoming implicated in a breach of
law that could conceivably lead to
jail sentences and the like.

When, after sifting tons of tiesti-
mony and evidence, the committee
gives its report it will probahly be
discovered that Curtiss- Wright is as
pure as the driven snow and that all
and any testimony to the contrary is

the work of agitators and malcon-

tents. It is simply not in the cards
for a cost-plus mint like the Curtiss-
Wright Corporation to be con\richd
of such serious charges

Workers who smuggle a handful of
rivets out of the plant wind tp be-
hind bars. Corporations that steal,
cheat, and corrupt in a grandiose
manner wind up as saviors of the na-
tion with fantastic post-war funds.

Unemployment Rises--

(Continued from page 1)

ance. The above summary is not ours,
but that of the conservative business
magazine, Business Week.

You will remember that last sum-
mer the moderate Kilgore - Murray
bill for Iliberalizing unemployment
insurance was ruthlessly killed by
Congress and that Roosevelt and his
Administration made no effort at all
to save il. Even the miserable George
bill, backed by the Administration,
was stripped of its few {trifling con-
cessions o labor.

What other “cushion” do unem-
ployed workers have? A few union
contracts provide severance pay—for
a week or two—and only for work-
ers of long standing. The War Labor
Board looks with disfavor on any
but the measliest severance pay. A
guaranteed annual wage? The War
Labor Board passed that hot potato
to Roosevelt, and he passed it to a
committee for “study” (that is, for
years of cooling off). The study, re-
poris Iron Age (April 19), magazine
of the steel industry, is moving slow-
ly. After several weeks the commit-
tee had not found a research director
and hadn't even started its studies.

Public works? That master plan-
ner, War Mobilizer Byrnes, warned
in his last report before retiring that
temporary and local unemployment
(hls descrlphon) must not lead to a

“panic” which would express itself
in large public works programs. That,
said he, would interfere with recon-
version by business.

":8o, if you are unemployed, you
may supplement your unemployment
mv.umnce (if any) by:

1) Cashing your bonds or drawing
your ‘savings (if any);

"9) Borrowing, if You can.

Since you have probably had pre-
vious experience. along these lines,
we ‘won't go into the matter any fur-
ther.

H. The Capitalist Class

They are no longer suffering from
reconversion ‘“jitters,” the National
ndustrial Conference Board, research
Qrganlzatlun of big business, informs
us (New York Times, April 17). Why
nﬂt"

New York May

NEW YORK—OQOver two hundred peo-
ple attended the May Day-Fifth An-
niversary celebration of the Workers
Party and LABOR ACTION, held at
Caravan Hall on April 29th. Mem-
bers of the Workers Party, sympa-
thizers and readers of LABOR AC-
TION from the shops in New York
-were present to greet the party and
the paper on this grand occasion.
.Reva Craine, organizer for the
Workers Party of New York, acted
which
.was highlighted by the presence
“and speech of James T. Farrell, noted
. revolutionary novelist, frieﬁd of the
_party- and of the paper. Farrell spoke
“about the state of the intellectuals
.-durlng ‘the war and the struggle for
. freedom, empha_sizmg that socialism
_#lone can guaraniee true freedom of
thought and expression and that the

sBranch organizers of the Workers
Party brought greetings to the cele-
bration. Worker friends of LABOR

1) They have adequate reserves
for anything that may happen. Gov-
ernment statistics - already published
in LABOR ACTION prove that “ade-
quate” is a very mild word to de-
scribe the financial fat which the
corporations have accumulated.

2) ‘When contracts are terminated,
there are reégulations under which
‘wartime inventories will “prompily
shift...to the government rather
than...remain with the individual
company.” (This is what the Confer-
ence Board says.)

You might think that this would be
enough. No, you have forgotien the
poor small business man. For his
benefit 4 new tax bill is being pre-
pared by Congress. Naturally all

businesses, big and small, will profit

by it.

1) Corporation tax rates will NOT
be reduced yet. That might lead
workers to demand lower rates—to
fit their lower earnings. However,
it so “happens” that about ten per
cent of corporate excess profits taxes
have not been taxes at all but en-
forced savings. The corporations
have been given government bonds,
supposedly not payable until a period
ranging from two to five years after
the war, for these very considerable
“savings."”

Under the new tax bill, they will
no longer have to “save” ien per
cent, and they will also be able to
get those nice big chunds almost
immediately.

2) According to the present law,
companies which do not earn “nor-
mal” (1936-38) profits in any year
may in their tax return claim a re-
fund of excess profits taxes which
they paid in the two preceding years.
(How would you like a string of that
kind tied to YOUR taxes?)

The new plan is even more gener-
ous. Companies will be allowed to
ESTIMATE their refunds before the
end of a tax year, so that their imme-
diate cash position during reconver-
sion will be “improved,” as the big
boys express it.

3) And so on. Yes, there really is
more, but we lack space to tell you
about it.

Nor is this all. The governmeént

Day Meeting

ACTION also spoke in praise of the
work of the paper among thei; men
on the job. They were followed by
Ernest Lund, author of the socialist
pamphlet, Plenty For All, and David
Coolidge, national labor seeretary of
the Workers Party, who brought

greetings from friends met during -

his recent coast-to-coast tour.

Albert Gates, editor of LABOR
ACTION, spoke about the origin of
the paper, the policies it pursued, its
aims and the co-operative work that
went into producing LABOR AC-
TION. He was followed by Max
Shachtman, national secretary of the
Workers Pariy, who spoke at length
on the organization and its role in
the struggle of the workers during
the war. His spcech ‘was acclaimed
by all present.

A collection in behalf of LABOR
ACTION netted the sum of $495, for
which the editors now take the op-
portunity fo thank all comrades and

.. Iriends who were present and con- °
tnbuted.

i

plans to sell or lease its war plants
(ten billion dollars’ worth) at bar-
gain prices. It will also guarantee
business loans. It will also make such
loans itself through the Reconstruc-
tion Finance Corporation. It will,
through the OPA, allow price in-
creases to take care of “increased”

-costs of production. It will, through

the War Manpower Commission, try
to force workers who lose their jobs
into low-paying fields like textiles.

®

For the workers, as Business Week
says, no “cushion” except below-sub-
sistence unemployment insurance,

For the capitalists, enough cush-
ions to make a harem locik Imﬂer-
furnished.

Whose government is it?

Labor cannot attain a decent liv-
ing and security wlt]mut a- govem-
ment of its own.

The first step toward this goal is
to form a Labor Party of our 'éwn,
free from all
ments.

LABOR ACTIQN
BOOK SERVICE
114 West 14th Street

New York 11, N. Y.

SPECIAL OFFERS:

THE AMERICAN EMPIRE
Scott Nearing . . . . .

THE LABOR SPY RACKET
Leo Huberman . . .

MEN WHO LEAD LABOR
Minton & Stmart . . .

50e
25¢.

25¢-

Value $1.00
Our Fric_:e far Three, 75¢

PLENTY I'OR ALL
Ernest Lund . . . . . .

INCENTIVE PAY
Albert Gates . . . . . . B5e

FOR A COST-PLUS WAGE

10¢

Max Shachtman . . . . 5¢
CHINA IN WORLD WAR 11
. Max;Shachtman . . . . 10¢

INDIA IN REVOLT

Henry Judd . . . . . . 2Be

Value 55¢
Qur Price fer Five, 40;

AVAILABLE:
A few copies of
FONTAMARA

by Ignazie Silene
$1.00

(Send for free complete list of
books and pamphlets.)

NEWS AND VIEWS FROM THE LABOR FRONT|

capitalist entangle-

By JOHN BERNE

The reading public has been re-
galed with huge advertisements by
General Motors, in’ which it is pre-
dicted that if foremen are permitted
to organize, blackest doom will de-
scend upon the foremen, labor, in-
dustry and America as a whole. This
prediction of fire and brimstone,
spread at great cost on the pages of
the capitalist press, is the direct re-
sult of the recent decision of the
War Labor Relations Board favoring
the Packard Motor Company fore-
men. : P

The two-tn-pﬁe decision of the
board rules that supervisory employ-
ees are entitled to organize” and to
exercise full barggining rights under
the Wagner Act. Specifically, board
chairman Harry A: Mills and hoard
member John M. Houston—with Ger-
ald Reilly opposing—extended to
1100 supervisory employees of Pack-
ard the right to hold an election and
determine whether they want the
Foremen's Association of America to
represent them as colleetive bargaln-
ing a.genL

The history of the Foremen’s de-
mand for the rlght to ot‘ganl:e and

*to be recogmzed has run a Zzigzag

course,. First in the Union Collieries
case, the NLRB held- that the-Fore-
men’'s Union did have the same fun-
damental rights under the Wagner
Act as other labor orgamzatlons
Thereupon the capitalists: ‘and ‘their
direct spokesmen in ‘Congréss raised
such a howl about this rulihg that in
the Matyland Drydock case the board
hastened to reverse 1tself It held that
while foremen might ‘6rganize it they
wished, theéy weré not entitled to col-
lective bargaining rights.

At this point the industrialists saw
their opportunity to try to crush the
embryonic movement of foremen to-
wards unionization. Tactics to smash
the union were opénly employed. In-
dividual foremen" were discharged
for union affiliation. When such casés
were -brought before, the NLRB, even
Gerald Réilly had to’admit’ that dis-
chargmg empIOyees ror ‘union” activ-

DETROIT—A_new blow has been
struck at the War Labor. Board De-
fying all demanﬂs that they return
‘to work, the workers of Kelsey Hayes
Wheel Co. in Detrmt walked out on
Aprll 9 and stubbornly refused to re-
turn untll six of 'their union leaders
fired Wy the company had’ been oy-
dered remstated by the Regional War
Labor Board Ten days after the be-
gmmng of the sirike the Regl.onal
Board breaklng all 1ts precedents
agamst passmg on gnevances while
a strike is in progress, ordered the

‘company to reinstate the ‘men. The

company appealed ‘to the Nationhal
War Labor Board' but its appeal was
denied.This ‘great 'victory" resulted
from the exemplary demonstmtion of

ity was'in violation of the tenets of
the Wagner Act, This apparent con-
tradiction in the position of the
NLRB put them on a hot spot.’

At the same time the union-con-
scious foremen were not intimidated.
There ' Was - considerable activify
among them, and a seriés of more or
less serious strikes. Between July
1943 and November 1944 strikes of
supervisory employees involved some
131,000 of them. Nor were the strikes
confined to the auto industry, as is
commonly suppoged. Foremen struck

- in shipyards, in steel mills, in alumi-

num, brass, auto and airplane plants;
in public utilities; in coal mines, and
elsewhere. Finally came the strike
in the Packard plant and the latest
reversal of the NLRB, this fime in
favor of the foremen.

‘In'the coal mining industry, bring-
ing foremen into the United Mine
Workers has long been a moot ques-
tion. Apparently Lewis used it as a
bargaining point with the mine
owners. In the soft coal industry the
contract recently expired contained

the clause: “The ferm mine worker
as used in this agreement shall not
include mine foremen, fire bosses, or
bosses in charge of any classes of
labor inside or outside of the mine,
or coal inspectors or weigh bosses,
watchmen, clerks, or memhers of the
executive, supervisory, sales or tech-
nical forces of the operators.” How-
ever, the same clause appears in the
new coniract just signed by Lewis
and the operators.

There is no doubt that the decision
of the NLRB in the Packard case
will give encouragement to all fore-
men, including' mine foremen, in this
very progressive step they have
taken. It is doubtful that at this stage
of the game they will fall for the
usual blandishments of the capital-
ists, playing up the point about fore-
men being on a higher level than
other workers and so on. This is the
traditional trick to keep supervisory
employees from using their united
strength in dealing with industry.

Very important is the position of
the CIO. It has always held that

“orces Co

victory:

strike was on!” -

ber it wells

poliey.

breakmg habll'?

\I.isi'en fo a Unlon-Wrecker'

Upon bemg mtmmed that the management of the B. F. Goodrich
Co. had capitulated to the main demands of the 16,000 workers who had
been unammous}‘y on strike for~’three days last week, International
Préésident S. H. Dalrymple “of the United Rubber Workers blew up!
According fo the story making the rounds of the Akron labor move-
ment; this ‘'was Union-Wrecker Dalrymple's reaction to the workers

“Why, that goddam dirty double-crossing Tim Graham (company
vice-presidént—Ed.) PROMISED ME he wouldn’'t negotiate while the

“*‘Such is the fury of a tm-hmn dlctatm when neither he nor the com-
pany nor the' WLB can cheat a scﬂid mass strike of its victory. Remem-

Goodrich Local No. 5 won a significant moral victory, as well as a
material one in forcing the company to tear up many hundreds of out-
standing reprimands against good unionists. Only a handful- are left
to be negotiated. The whole action showed, particularly because no
pickets' were needed, that Goodrich rubber workers can fully handle
themselves in a defensive action against a particularly raw company

The big immediate question that remains is: When are the rubber
_wgrkers going to resume the offensive nationally to rescind the URW's
no-strike pledge; from whlch Dalrymple “derives” his loathsome strike-

+ 2 o

unity by the Kelsey workers w:ho did
niot “permit’ themgelves: to be 1nt1m1-

‘dated from any source.;

“In its appeal, the' company com-
Pplained, “Instead of following the es-
‘tablished” - grievance - pirocédure; the
:en:(plds"ées struck ‘ and . stopped the
‘production of eritical” and 'vital war
materfal: All the  company 'asks is

‘that ‘the established -grievance' pro-

‘Gedure ‘be- to]lowed wlmout interrup-
tion of work.

‘Kelsey Hayes, like the other big
corporations, like nothing better than
to retain their 6wn arbitrary right fo
fire' as they will and then to ' insist
that the WORKERS go through miles
and miles of red tape, shunted from
bureau‘to bureau and board-to board
before their cases, if ever, are settled.

But how the company howls ‘when
it"is compelled “to follow-a proce-

:;-._::;;_;pany to Arbi

dure.” The WLB has ordered the
company to notify the union, hold a
hearing before a full union commit-
tee with management, and to notify

_the Regional War Labor Board be-

fore any discharges take place. This
order, the company dontends, is ar-
bitrary and unreasonable and an at-

tack on their God-given right to fire.

as they will.

The company has refused to rein-
state the six men. But they are back
at work nevertheless. The day the
strike came to an end, the workers
massed outside the factory gate and
compelled the plant guards to permit
the six discharged union officials to
return to work. Thus far the com-
pany refuses to assign them work in-
side the plant and has announced
that it will not pay them for their
time.

San Francisco Conference--

(Continued from page 1)

No wonder Edgm Ansel Mowrer
wntes J

“The fact is, once you discard the
‘sovereign: equality’ principle, which
means one state, one vote, with no
‘catégories,’ privileges or stooge mem-
bers, there remains for an interna-
tional political organization mo cri-
terion for classification save naked

political power, . . . This is a syslem
of ‘sovereign confusion.”

Having ' correctly ~ characterized
what will come out of San Francisco,
the same Mowrer adds: “It happens
at the same time to be the hope of
mankind.”

But actually, as the conference pro-
ceeds it happens to be no such hope.

Nobody in"San Francisco believes
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that any orghniz.ation whijch arises
from its deliberations will bring any
peace, freedom or security- to- the
world.

They know that the seeds of the
Third World War have already been
planted. These old hacks at imperial-
ist politics and diplomacy know that
the division of the world into spheres
of influence has beén generally de-

y Should Foremen Be Unionized?

gloups of foremen w1thout power of
hire and fire, are acceptable into the
ranks of CIO unions. At the hearing
on the Packard case before the
NLRB, CIO spokesmen gquite natur-
ally argued the case of the foremen.
They weni a step further and pre-
sented- the point of view -that the
board should make no ruling to pre-
vent the Foremen's Association of
America, which is now an unaffilated
body, from affiliating with the CIQ.

It need hardly be said that the
companies, next to wanting to smash
the foremen's union, would prefer to
compel autonomy and isolation’ from
the rest of the labor movement,.

The advertising campaign started
by the General Motors Corporation,
for the automobile industry, is mere-
ly the opening gun in their fight
against unionizing foremen. Industry
by no.means takes the decision of
the NLRB as a fait accompli. The ex-
tensive advertising is to get “public
opinion” on its side. General Motors
tries to frighten the public with the
forecast that the unionization of fore-
men will interfere with war produc-
tion, ‘will raise ‘the cost of war ma-
terials, will slow. up post-war recon-
version, will delay civilian output,
will increase production costs and
consumer prices.

One final point must be scored

against the employers. It is this. They =

consider the supervisory employees
the managing staff of industry. Gen-
eral Motors' advertising propaganda
bears the heading: “Should Manage-
ment Be Unionized? What does:that
prove? Why, the contention that so-

cialists have been.making for years -

and years, namely, that all the pro-

ductive and useful labor in industry - -
is performed by 'employeds—work- "~
ers by hand or by brain; the ques- "~
tionable usefulness of the capitalists . -
being to maneuvre for and collect - -

profits.

In conclusion, LABOR ACTION

and the Workers Party wish to ex-
tend its support to the union-con-
scious foremen. These foremen have
seen how collective action has raised
the bargaining strength of the mass
of workers. They have made up their
minds to go and do likewise,

itrate

During the strikes at Dodge and
Briggs last month, Richard T. Frank-
ensteen, UAW -vice-president,. said:
“The present situation in Detroit was
deliberately  provoked by manage-
ment and implemented by indiscrim-
inate firings of workers. MANAGE-

MENT SHOULD BE REQUIRED TO

REFER ALL DISCIPLINARY DIS-
CHARGES TO GRIEVANCE PRO-
CEDURE BEFORE ANY SUCH DS-
CHARGES ARE MADE  EFFEC-
TIVE.”

Cartamly this would be a step .
forward. Let us back up the fight of
the: Kelsey workers and demand for
ourselves:

“No arbitrary firing. MAKE THE
COMPANIES FOLLOW THE
GRIEVANCE PROCEDURE.”

cided by the Big Three. They &lso
know that the struggle over tfustee-
ships for colonies is merely an ‘ex-
pression of ‘the - American aim ' to
break up the old-colonial system in

order fo erect a new one which will
pave the way for American penetra-

-tion of the vast markets oﬂereﬂ by

the colonial world.
‘Another week and we shall see
how clearly all of this will unfold.
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Mussolini’s Death and Fascism

Mussolini’s death is a triumph for the
Italian masses, the workers and peasants.
It is a triumph for the oppressed people

_of the whole world. In extending our hand

of solidarity to the workers of Milan for
ridding the world of -a fascist beast, we
want only to remind our readers of a'few
simple truths, |

Mussolini was a symbol of the times.
He came to power not as an individaal
with some strange ideas about democ-
racy, dictatorship, or a corporate ‘state.
He came to power to prevent the lfdlian
workers and peasants from establishing
a new social system after the last war.
He came to power as'a servant of Italy's
capitalist class, at the head of an armed

‘movement of gangsters, for the purpose of

driving the workers out of the factories
they had seized because they could no
longer live on starvation wages and under

- conditions of mass unemployment.

Mussolini’s job, as an agent of the Ital-
ian ruling class, was to destroy the power
of labor by destroying its organization,
its press, its right to free speech and as-
sembly. He solved the problems of the
Italian profiteers by setting up a regime
of violence against labor, a dictatorship
as brutal and tight as was possible under
Italian conditions.

His regime was marked by & bloody
purge of the most heroic elements of the
workers and peasants. Murder stalked the
country while he ruled. Unions were dis-

" golved, their headquarters smashed, their

leaders murdered. Political organizations
of Tabor, fraternal orders of ‘the. people,
cooperatives, were all destroyed.

WHAT HE ACHIEVED

" Mussolini achieved a restoration of the
profits of the Italian bankers, industrial-
ists and landlords. For this he received the
acclaim of the capitalists the world over.
Hired journalists and writers sang his
praise for a sum. Churchill lauded him.
American capitalists thought enough of
Mussolini to give him millions in loans to

The Des Moines Tribune recently reprinted
some remarks of a certain man on compulsery
military tiraining which we decm important to
reprint.

“Therefore we . . . stand for compulsory mili-
tary service for every man (he said). If a state is
nol worth that, then away with it! Then you must
not complain if you are enslaved. But if you be-
lieve that you must be free, then you must learn
to recognize that no one gives you freedom save
only your own sword.

“It is nonsense to believe that with the end of
school time the state’s right for supervision of its
young citizens could suddenly stop. This right is a
duty. The state that has no interest in healthy peo-
ple has neglected this duty in a criminal manner.
It lpts the present young generation degenerate in
the streets and in brothels, instead of taking them
by the leash and fraining them physically ‘until one
day a healthy man and a healthy woman have
grown out of this.

strengthen his regime. The Hearst press
could not find words enough to glorify this
windbag who was fully conscious of his
role. Yet, for all of that, the best they
could say about him was that “he made
the trains run on time,” as-if this were
2 justification for the mass murders: he
engaged in.

Fascist rule is a means by which the
capitalist classes keep themselves in pow-
er and resist the drive of the people for
a social change which would improve their
lives. It means dictatorial rule, a police
regime, which destroys the labor move-
ment and makes the worker an easy prey
of big business; it enables big business to
exploit labor, increase its profits, insure
its rule without resistance, on the backs
of defenseless workers. "

FASCIST DANGER REMAINS

That was the meaning of Hitler and his
fascist regime in Germany. Hitler was the
agent of the big bankers, the monopolistic
Ruhr industrialists and chemical compa-
nies. His job was to destroy the great Ger-
man labor movement to guarantee the
profits and the power of the German capi-
talist class.

And that is why big business supports
reaction and fascism all over the world.
The fact that the "fascist countries"
have been defeated in Europe and their
dictators destroyed does not mean the
end of fascism. So long as capitalism ex-
ists, so long as big business is in the sad-
dle, the danger of fascism exists, The only
way to get rid of fascism is by ending cap-

italism, destroying the power of the capi-

talists to rule, by changing the social or-
der. The only way to get rid of fascism
for all time is to establish socialism, the
rule of the people, a society for the pro-
duction of the needs of the people and not
the private profit of a few who live off the

backs of all who labor. For only through '

socialism can we get real democrucy.

-freedam and secunfy.

An ‘Authority’ on Conscription

. “It is clear to anyone who cven stops lo think

that in case of a coming war the entire nation
would have to take up arms, that therefore mil-
lions would be driven toward the enemy with bad,
insufficient or half-finished {raining. One mausi
nevertheless not forget that the shortage of irained
soldiers cdul_d easil;lr lead, at the beginning of a
war, to iosing that war, 3

“The army educates them only to be reliable,
decent members of the community, men who in
the hour of need and-danger will fool themselves
united in loyalty with: the mation; and should fate
confront them with the sternest ordeal, will defend
the freedom of their people with bravery and
honor.” i

Who wrote this? None other than Adolph Hit-
ler, big business agent and enslaver of the German
and European peoples. It is the argument of all
rulers, militarists and imperialists...
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An English Dip-l'oi"liiﬂ-ic‘ Shenanegan—

By JIM TANAKOS

While Churchill's troops were still
shooting down Greek workers and
peasants last January, the heads of
the British government chose for the
post of Premier of Greece, General
Nicholas Plastiras. Last week, the
hand of Great Britain was obvious
again when this same Plastiras was
ousted as Premier and replaced by
Admiral Peter Voulgaris.

Plastiras was picked for the spot
of Premier, last January, because he
had the qualifications Churchill and
Company desperately needed at that
time. British trade unions were con-
demning Churchill’s actions in Greece
with ‘mass meetings and threatened
strikes. The ELAS (Democratic Na-
tional Army) had proved a much
sironger adversary than Churchill
had expected and the war in Greece
was not proceeding as he had hoped.

Churchill picked Plastiras for Prem- -

ier hoping that this would split the
EAM and alsp hoodwink the British
trades unions. Plastiras had the repu-
tation of being anti-monarchist.and
a republican and his appoinfment
was hailed as a move to “prepare”
Greece for a democracy and as proof
that Churchill was not interested in
restoring the monarchy.

'PLASTIRAS’ ROLE

Plastiras did his job and did it well
—for the British government. He
smashed the militant workers' or-
ganizations and aided every reac-
tionary element in the country, The
court trials of the fascists and qqis-
lings are a farce. The royalists are
having a hey-day. A year ago they
would not have dared open their
mouths. Now they are issuing dozens
of well-financed papers, holding open
demonstrations and. going about un-
hindered and even protected, beat-
ing up members of the ELAS.

On the other hand, thousands of
ELAS members and supporters are
in jail; many of them hawe . been
given long prison terms and smqe of
them condemned to death. Only two

weeks ago, Plastiras arrested 13
women for “meeting illegally”, and
on the day he was deposed he signed
a decree abolishing the searen’s
union.

Plastiras was reactionary — reac-
tionary enough for even Churchill
to like him. No man could have done
more for British imperialism at this
time in Greece than Plastiras did.
But Churchill is preparing for the
next stage in Greece, and Plastiras
had to be dumped. Churchill wauld
like to see the immediate restora-
tion of the monarchy but he is not
too sure of the mood of the Greek
masses. He misjudged them once and
he doesn't want to do it again, so he
is sending up a trial balloon in the
form of a new Premier to test the
resistance of the people. Admiral
Peter Voulgaris has worked for the
Churchill government before. Voul-
garis with the aid of a huge armada
of British battleships last Spring put
a bloody -end to the revolt of the
Greek sailors whe were demanding
a democratic government for Greece.

Churchill will watch very closely
the reactions of the Greek people to
the appointment of Voulgaris, If the
people show any signs of rebelling
against Voulgaris because of his
treacherous past, Churchill will use
other maneuvers and a change in
tempo, and may even withdraw Voul-
garis and put in someone who is a
little more of a “demoecrat”. It will
be easy for Churchill to pull back,
because this time he did not over-
play his hand, for although Voulgaris
is really reactionary, he is not a full-
fledged monarchist. If the Greek
people do not react in any way
toward the appointment of Voulgaris,
Churthill will consider this as proof
that the people are disoriented and
will not put up a struggle. Then
Churchill will make the drive for
the final kill—-to put King George
back in Greece o safeguard Britain's
interests. Whatever the situation,
Voulgaris can not last for any length

HY PLASTIRAS WAS OUSTED

The method employed to get rid of
Plastiras shows how cagily British
‘imperialists work. A letter written
by Plastiras in 1841 was printed two
weeks ago in the royalist press in
Greece. In this letter Plastiras com-
plained that the Greek royalist-fasc-
ist government did not permit him
to collaborate with Hitler to stop the
Greek-Italian war. When this letter
was made public, Archbishop Damas-
kinos, the Regent of Greece; threw
Plastiras out from the office of Prem-
ier, knowing that the people would
certainly accept the dismissal of any
man who had been willing to col-
laborate with Hitler. Thus Churchill’s
hands are seemingly clean.

But there is more here than meefs
the naked eye. The. letter had been
written to King George’s minister at
Vichy. In other word, the King and
Churchill knew about this letter for
the past four years, and they cer-
tainly knew about it when they made
Plastiras the Premier, Why produce
it now? The royalist press could have
obtained this letter only from the
King and his immediate followers
and would not have printed it with-
out his permission. In other words,
Churchill’s permission. For the rea-
sons mentioned above, Churchill
wanted Plastiras out at this time.
By using this method, Churchill feels
that no one can accuse him of med-
dling in the affairs of Greece, and
what is more, he can point to these
constant cabinet changes in Greece
as evidence that the Greeks can not
govern themselves.

The people of Greece may be quite
confused about certain political is-

‘sues, at the moment, after having

been betrayed by their Stalinist
leaders and after.having been pawned
by those whom they considered their
“allies”—but this confusion and dis-
orientation will not last, They will
reorganize and rise with their class
brothers all over Europe to rid them-
selves of their oppressors,

One - 7.

Like every quéstmn which is
deeply rooted in the economic and
historical life of the nation, the Ne-
gro question appears in .the most.ain-,
expected. places. Writers who are not
dealing with it specifically and there-
fore are off guard, so to speak, for
that very reason will give quite
startling indications of the place that
it holds in their conception of the
development and future course of
American society,

A most instructive example is the
recent article in Life (April 30)- on
Roosevelt by Eliot Janeway. The ar-
ticle is, from its capitalist basis, a
profound study of Roosevelt as a
politician. As every good article
should, it treats Roosevelt's political
skill in relation to the fundamental
economic and social problems he had
to resolve. .

But because the writer is mainly
concerned with Roosevelt's tactics he
refers to the more fundamental
problems only in passing—and by so
doing, far more than he is. aware,
shows what he considers the main
problems of the day.

ROOSEVELT'S BALANCES

Quite early in the article he says
{hat by 1941 Roosevell had: outgrown
the: New Deal, which had won three
elections for him.

“In_return he had.led its fights,
even its .mest fundamental , fight
against the conservative, predomi-
nantly Southern wing of the Demo-
cratic  Party.”

Janeway states that by Iast spring
“the two principal partners in the
Roosevelt coalition were ready for
a showdown with each other” By
1044 Roosevelt, he says, was work-
ing over a “volcano.” I shall go no
further than to point this out. .

The issue which the Southez’giers
chose as their fighting point was the
Negro question. On it Roosevelt -had
to capitulate. No Negro plank :ap-
peared in' the Democratic Party
platform. Janeway makes no secret
of his opinion that the South was
near to revolt. He then accurately
defines Truman's task. It is to keep
‘the balance between left and right
in the Democratic Party. “Truman'’s
success and the unity of the country
depend on his ability to mamtam this
balance.”

Raadmlt tmat ﬂ% ..Qaeu'wn

of time:

Here we can see how even a very
intelligent, well - informed capitalist

writer is apt to mistake the form for _
the content. The decisive forces -in -

the country are the capitalist class
and the working class. On their
struggle depends the future. But
undoubtedly the specific political
form in which this struggle presents
itself to the President today is the
need to hold together the Democratic
Party. And as far as the Sputh is
concerned, this means maintaining
the status quo on the Negro question.
Janeway does not say this outright
but the implications are clear.

A DOMINATING PROBLEM

How powerfully this problem dom-
inates his-mind is abundantly proved
in other sections of the article. Thus,
in talking about the great conflicts
whioh Roosevelt sought to:moderate
he says:

“A Deiroit riot, a Republic Steel
massacre, a wave of sitdown strikes
—the very shock that the news of
them brought is a measure of their
rarity.”

How rare they were, how far Roo-
sevelt succeeded in keeping them
“almost within bounds” is one gues-
tion. In this writer's opinion, what
Roosevelt did was to hold them
within certain limitations, thereby
insuring that they would burst out
with terrific force later. But that
Janeway places the Detroit riot where
he does, shows that he considers it
among the fundamental problems.
Obviously he over-estimates it. It is
not to bhe placed on the same level as
the great wave of sit-down strikes.
‘What is important is that he certain-
ly does not underestimate  it.

PERSISTENT NEGRO QUESTION

The final proof of Janeway’s cast
of thought is seen in his appraisal of
Roosevelt’s work in the last years.
Janeway sees Roosevelt as being
mainly concerned with awoiding is-
sues. This is a very sound political
judgment. Roosevelt could not solve
the great issues facing the country
and he knew it, When the war came
he devoted all his attention to that,
slill more eager tfo avoid facing the
problems he had failed fo solve be-
tween 1932 and 1939, Janeway : is

By J. R. Johnion

anxious to make this clear and this
is- how he does ‘it.

“He wanted to win the war. He did
not want to win the war in order to
establish racial equality, or win the
war to establish white supremacy. He
wanted to: win the war on the basis

of the status quo . . .”

It is clear that the whole complex
of economic, social and political con-

tradictions which we call the Negro

Question haunts Janeway. Whenever
he mentions fundamental problems’
the Negro question comes popping in-
to,his mind.

A LESSON FOR ALL

There is a very profound lessons
here both for organized labor and
the great body of the Negro people.
Organized labor has to address itself
to the Negro question as a question
which it must study and attack as a
part of its plans for the future of
American society. Part of this edu-
cation, of this understanding, is to
be gained by an analysis of the roots
of rage prejudice. The immediate
fleld of action is the field of pro-
duction and the union movement,
The perspective must be the rooting-
out of this cancer.which affects the
whole political life of the country.

The Negroes too have to make a
step forward. Their immediate field
of action is the struggle for equality,
as far as that is possible in bourgeois
society. Jobs for Negroes, abolition
of discrimination, these occupy the
thoughts and strength of millions of
Negroes. But sornethmg more is re-
quired. Exactly what is to be the
future of American society. What
role will Negroes play in it? How
can they assist in the formation of
the type of society which will give
them their just and equal rights?

If Janeway's article proves any-
thing, it shows that for Roosevelt,
as far as he saw it, this problem was
one of the insoluble ones. But equally
Janeway's article shows that the
capitalist politicians are aware of it
and relate it constantly to the future
of their politics and their régime.

We, organized labor and the mass-
esiof the Negroes should never for a
moment lose sight of this, despite the
chtms of the day-to-day: struggle.

Cutback Unemployment in Detroit--

(Oonlinued from page 1)

be specific, -two kinds of “action.”
First they poured their hearts out—
in words, which are cheap—about
the sad plight of the auto worker
during reconyversion and how - the
government, the wonderful New Deal
government (the same government
which ordered Willow Run shut
down), ought to do something about
it. When they used up their words,
they acted again—this time with ve-
sults.

They figured oui: that. fewer .jobs
mieans fewer union members and less

{| cdues. So they slapped an extra as-
| -sessment one,;the.~.me§nberstn_ ship so that,

no matter what happened to the auto
workers, the payrolls of the union
could still be padded with. porkchop-
pers whose main function is to keep
in power the two chques which run
the union.

* It remains to be seen whether they
can. get away with this. The rank and
file of the union, through its spokes-
men, the Rank and File Committee,
should demand. a realistic, fighting
program. for reconversion. And they
must demand-that this program be
fought . for—not begged for at ‘the
servant’s enfrance fo :the . White

- House. -
The barest mmmum to take: care

2 H e Lyt LGRS RN

-of the needs of. the workers is the
following:

A guaranteed annual wage of $2500

for each worker. Let the corporations
pay for any idleness which they
force upon the workers.

+Any plant which private indusiry
cannot operate at full production for
peace time goods must be taken over
by the government and operated un-
der trade union control.

The government-owned plants must
net-be parcelled out to priva.te indus-
try to do with as they please. They
must remain government owned and
operated at full - pmduetlon under

'wnﬂn umon contro!. il
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Wlllllll POLITICS

~By REVA CRAINE -

As the military defeat of their common foe,
Germany, approaches, the conflicts among the so-
called United Nations, -primarily among the Big
Three, unfold. The two seem to go.almost hand
in hand. These conflicts are not created by Ger-
man propaganda or ill wishers, as the Communist
press would like to have us believe, They are the
result of conflicting interests and ambitions,
which were pushed into second place only while
German might threatened them all. Now the con-
flicts come to ‘the fore again.

The disputes which have arisen among the Big
Three on Poland, on Greece and other situations |
were not caused by “misunderstandings” but ra-
ther by the attempts on the part of the big powers
to jockey for more advantageous military, and
political positions in Europe. What is being de-
cided is which of the Big Three shall dominate
that continent,

]
Tito in Trieste

The entry of Tito's armies into the Adriatic
seaport of Trieste has given rise to a new dispute.
When he was visiting with his boss, Stalin, in
Moscow recently, Tito declared that he would lay
claim to Trieste and the entire Istrian peninsula.
This area was granted to Italy after the First
World-War and for years has been a bone of con-
tention between Italy and Yugoslavia, each claim-
ing that it is inhabited mainly by their respective
nationals.

It would seem that such a dispute could be
settled easily enough by the simple expedient of
having the people who live in that territory decide
the matter for themselves. But such a solution de-
mands a number of pre-conditions.

In order that the people of Trieste, as well as
the people of all other disputed or occupied terri--
tories, may decide their own fate, that is, exercise
the right of national self-determination, it is nec-
essary that they have the means of expressing
their wishes. This means that they must have the
right of frée speech, free press, free organization,
free memhlage, free elections—none of which
exist in Tito’s totalitarian régime. In Italy, these
freedoms exist only in a very limited way.

That is why neither of the disputants can make
the simple proposal of having the people choose
for themselves. Tito demands annexation and Italy

begs for the Allied military authorities to govern
Trieste.

.

. L]
- - »
Behind Tito's Demand

Tito’s demand has nothing whaisoever to do
with satisfying the national feelings of the people
of the Istrian peninsula. He is merely carrying
out the instructions of Stalin, who sees in this an
opportunity of bringing the Adriatic seaport un-
der his control. Stalin does not have to act directly
in this matter. He is well supplied with agents
throughout the world and they ca1ry out his
policy.

That Tito is acting on behalf of Russia in this
matter is borne out by the fact that the Italian
Stalinists are now demanding that Italy yield Tri-
este. Since Stalin does not have the exclusive
power in Italy, as he does in Yugoslavia, he much
prefers to see Trieste held by Tito. The Italian
communists, by their agitation, carry out their
assigned part in this set-up.

; °

Stalin in Austria

The new provisional -government set up by the
Russians in Austria should be recognized for what
it is. It is the Austrian counterpart of the Lublin
government established by Stalin to rule over the
Polish people.

The fact that this government is headed by
an old social-democrat, Dr. Karl Renner, should
not deceive anyone into believing that it is in any
way representative of the Austrian people, let
alone of the Austrian WOlklng class.

Most of the old social-demoerats of Austria have
been “won over” to Stalin's successes. Their own
inability fo lead the Austrian workers in the
struggle for socialism, an ‘inability which springs
from their political concepts, has led them in turn
to surrender to Stalin, They were the leaders who
tried to hold back the Austrian workers from the
struggle against fascism on the theory of t!;u
“lesser evil.” Their half-heartedness brought about
the victory of fascism. Now they choose Stalin as
the lesser evil to what for them is impossible,
namely, independent struggle.

Thus far the United States and Britain have
refused to recognize this régime, which they claim
was formed in violation of that Yalta provision
which called for joint action on the part of the
Big Three in the solution of problems which arise
in the “liberated” countries. Stalin will of course
reply that the Austrian people formed this gov-
ernment and that he did not violate any such
agreement. In the meantime, he proceeds as in
Poland—acting first and negotiating afterward.

In one sense Stalin has the edge on his two
partners. He has an 'infernational organization,
with a branch in every country, which, while
carrying out his orders, gives the appearance of
acting independently and in the interests of the
people of their respective countries. When Church-
ill wanted to install a puppet régime in Greece,
he had to use British arms. But when Stalin in-
stalls his puppets in any country he has at his
service the national section of his international
organization, the GPU. This, of course, does not
make the Moscow-created régimes any more rep-

» res@ntative that the Quisling régimes of Hifler or '

the puppet régimes of Churchill. They are only

more difficult to detect and hence more danger-
ous.
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Two Aspectis
of Anti-Negro
Discrimination

By Jessie Kaaren

N A white person who is ill has fourteen fimes a bet-
ter chance of recovering than the Negro, according to
recent statistics given before the Senate Education and
Labor Committee by Dr. Louis T Wright. The infant
mortality rate is 69 per cent higher among Negroes than

whites and a Negro child has an average life expectancy :

which is ten years less than that of a white child.

This is due, says Dr. Wright, not only to discrimina-
tion .in economic life but to the scarcity of medical facil-

ities available to the Negro. In the South, the indifference -

borders on criminal neglect, Because of the inequitable
manner in which most states allocate funds for clinical
“ ‘and hospital care, medical aid is practically non-exist-
eni for Negroes. A Negro physician is denied stafl anq
in-patient = privileges in practically every. non-Negro
hospital in the United States. In 1944, there were only
3,500 Negro physicians in the United States and only
7,500 nurses for a population of thirteen million .Ne-
groes, nine million of whom live on farms. There are
only nine Negro certified general surgeons in the United
States and the problem of medical care in the rural areas
is critical, Dr. Wright testified.

These figures make a mockery of the Negro Health
Week set aside each year by the Public Health Service
of the Federal Security Agency io emphasize “a year-
around plan of health education and service.” Of course
public health propaganda is an excellent thing in iiself
but the device of Negro Health Week certainly exposes

' the hypoerisy of a government which has a slogan on
the one hand of “equality of sacrifice” and on the otl_wr
fails to provide the most elementary hospital and elini-
cal care for the Negro people.”

SOME SERVICE INCIDENTS

Every day brings to light new examples of Jim Crow-
ism in the armed forces. Very little mention of them
is made in the daily press despite the fact that many of
these discriminatory incidents have had very serious
consequences.

. -, At Fort Deveﬁs, Mass., four Negro WACs were court-
martialed and sentenced to a year in prison at hard la-
bor because they refused to do more menial work than
the other WACs. One WAC testified at the court-mar-

tial that the colonel had said: “I don’t want any black '

WACs as medical technicians around this hospital. I
want them to scrub and de the dirty weork.”

‘In the Hawaiian Islands, seventy-three Negro soldiers
were given prison terms ranging from eight to thirty
years each at hard ldbor ‘because they wanted to fight
as soldiers instead of digging ditches as laborers on an
airfield. :

A battalion of Negro Seabees staged a hunger strike

recently in California because they were under the com-
mand of Commander J. P, McBean of the 34th-Seabee
Battalion, a man who bragged that “You boys from the
South should know better and you boys from the North
—I am going to teach you better. There is going to be
segregation in this battalion and 'you are going to like
it, too.” This statement was made after an argument
over the use of the toilet between a white and a Negro
sailor. A discharged Negro Seabee of this battalion also
stated that Negro seamen were thrown in the brig for
anything that the whites said about them and that offi-
cers fostered racial preljudices among the men.

“When we would like to have a little time for recrea-
tion, there were some white outfits on the island that
liked to play us softball, and they were swell fellows too.
Our chaplain, a chief by the name of Powell, and our
commander tried to stop us from playing. We ran into
the same thing on Guadalcanal. We had a swell baseball
_ club, and they gave us orders that we couldn’t play any-

* thing but colored. Imagine that on Guadalcanal!

“The men of the 34th Battalion feel the very way I

do, but they are afraid to speak, because they would

be punished.”

in Reply to a Labor Action Reader—

By SUSAN GREEN

We want to explain to our Detroit
reader, W. P., that the rapid pace of -
world news is responsible for the de-
lay in taking up his letter of March
10th ih which he goes to bat against
LABOR ACTION writer Joe Leonard.

In the issue of March 5th, Joe
Leonard wrote an article on the Ger-
man people, the gist of which is that

"the brutal Nazi rulers are not the

whole German people and that the
American workers must make this
distinction between oppressor and

“oppressed. Otherwise, the imperialist

schemes of the Big Three will be
assisted.

W. P., our Detroit reader contends
that this distinction should not be
made. He says that all the Germans
—with the exception of children un-
der ten—are alike. -And W. P. tries
to prove this fallacious point of view.

In the first place, he makes the
statement that before September
1939, only five to ten per cent of the
German people could be called inno-
cent, the rest supporting the Hitler
program. One who knows the history
of Nazism has a right to question such
an assertion. It is well established
that the Nazi movement was based
on a section of the impoverished
German middle class, supported, insti-
gated and brutalized by the German
industrial rulers and their Hitlerite
hénchmen. The rest of the population
was actually set upon by the Hitler
hordes. The working class was terror-
jzed, their organizations and press
destroyed, their leaders and militant
rank-and-filers killed and jailed. The
Jews were killed, tortured, put in
concentration ecamps. Christians who
were too persistent in proclaiming the
doctrines of Christianity, soon wound
up in concentration camps. Honest
intellectuals, - scientists and profes-
sional people received the same ireat-
ment. Can it be that mass layers of
the German people constituted only
five or ten per cent of the population?
Surely they were not exterminated,
imprisoned and intimidated into si-
lence by Hitler as a mark of appreci-
ation for supporting him!

WHO WERE THE ENTHUSIASTS?

And if ninety to ninety-five per
cent of the population supported him,
why was it necessary for Hitler to
station his Gestapo in every hamlet
and on every city streetf, to plant his
spies in every apariment house, fo
build machine gun implacements at
strategic street cormers? Are these
the actions of a leader who has popu-
lar support? s

Again, our Detroit reader is im
pressed by the demonstrations staged
at Hitler's public appearances in his
heyday; the applause and the yell-
ing, he considers signs of popular
acclaim. But these demonstrations
were made to order. Workers were
taken out of their factories, conduct-
ed to the demonstrations and com-
manded to show enthusiasm. The
crowd was peppered with Gestapo
'spies to see that the people did not
maintain their normal sullen silence.
Nazi clagues and yelling squads were
splanted to raise a racket. These
demonsirations were as spontaneous
as the lifting of the arms by a person
ordered to do so at the point of a gun.

Our reader indulges in other falla-
cies, He believes that Hitler's suc-
cessful military blitz was possible
only because the majority in the
army and on the home front “were

with Hitler,” A discussion of the.
German army is, however, a subject
for another discussion. There is in-
volved the whole question of Allied
preparation for war when the con-
flict broke out. That Hitler's mass
army—with the exception of an SS-
minority and youthful fanatics—was
a slave army, is partly proven by the
way in which it has fallen apart,
sustained neither by exhortations,
threats nor a belief in Hitler. In
Munich, the birthplace and citadel of
Nazism, German soldiers are, at this
writing, fighting like revolting slaves
against Hitler's Gestapo and Elite
Guard. )

As to the home front during the
blitz, even then—when there was no

LABOR ACTION

The German Worké_r, Are Not Guilty

prisoners in captured German towns,
have learned that the offenses range
from repeating anti-Hitler jokes and
listening to the foreign radio, to
more serious “crimes.” German soil
holds the bodies of thousands of
Germans murdered by the Nazis, for
demanding more food, staging peace
demonstrations, or- for just acting
suspiciously.

In stating that only German chil-
dren under ten should get our sym-
pathy, our Detroit reader condemns
the whole German youth. While it
is bitterly true that the Nazi machine
pumped its poisonous propaganda
mainly into the youth, by no means
all the young people succumbed.
Right along there have been reports

of the’strike of between fifteen and
100 war factories in Berlin.

They stayed away from work in-
which Goebbels had announced.

position to the Hitler domination:
If we had a socialist governmen

real destruction of Nazism. As it is,

peace which will be imposed—Repri

BERLIN WORKERS DID STRIKE!

The best news which has come out of Germany for a long time is

The fact that the strike involved so many workers from so many
factories simultaneously shows a high degree of underground organiza-
tion, despite the terrorism of the Gestapo.

When Goebbels heard of the strike he sent lorry loads of armed
Storm Troopers to round up the workers from their homes, but many
were in hiding elsewhere. Those who were caught were driven back
to their work-benches at revolver point; but what kind of work will
be got from men in such conditions? ‘

Here is the beginning of the movement which will end Nazism in
Germany. The cause of the strike was hunger-rations, but it could not
have taken place under the ruthless régime without a deep-seated op-

courage revolt by promising the German workers a free and equal
place in a co-operative Europe, there would be reason to hope for the

ing the despairing people of Germany behind Hitler is their fear of the

twenty thousand workers in over

protest against the reduced rations

t in this country which would en-

the strongest force which is keep-

nted from the British New Leader.

crack in the bright armor of Hitler's

‘successes—there was plenty of mass -

hostility. Writing of those days, Curt;
Riess and other writers reported

of organized student resistance fto
Hitler and of an underground stu-

urt;,, dents’ movement. There is good evi-

-dence that the fall of the Ludendorff

many instances of clever sabotage . hbridge at Remagen.to American .sol-

by factory workers; of fraternizatioti :
between German workers and the.
foreign workers they were ordered .
to shun} of giving succor to the per-:
secuted Jews; of trying to keep alive,
in an unorganized way, the remnants
of union solidarity. 3 ;

As Hitler's successes melted like
winter's snow, naturally the home
front became bolder in its resent-
ment, and Nazi punishment was
meted out to fit the “crime.” Nazi
_prisons accommodate thousands up- .
on thousands of “offenders.” Ameri-
can reporters speaking with Germali‘

‘diers ,was made posible by the work
.0f the German student members of
.the underground at the University
of Bonn. As to the feelings of indi-
vidual young people, there is a story
of a German girl of twenty who ran

_out of her farmhouse to help wound-
ed Americans in the thick 6f a battle.
How many such incidents must take
place that are not reported!

Our Detfroit reader also tells of his
experience with German farmers in
Canada where he worked, and how
these Germans looked down on him
because he is “a lousy American of

interests orated the following:

Indians, but it certainly will help a
is, militant workers.

WHAT DO YOU SAY, PROJECT DWELLERS?

In opposing, before the Senate of the state of Ohio, a very modest
bill to aid -in developing low-cost’ housing, a spokesman for real estate

“People living in such projects should be de__l_iie_d the right
to vote, denied free schools and should be treated like In-
dians on a military reservation."

This capitalist’s statément won't turn many project-dwellers into

lot of them to become “Reds,” that

Polish descent.” To go by such per-
sonal experiences in judging a whole
people, is very narrow and gets us
nowhere, W, P. had a bad experience
with a “boss.” It only, proves that
the capitalist spirit even affects small

. people who hire others to. work:for
them. It has nothing whatever. to do...

with racial or national traits.. On the.

' other hand, the long array of details.

cited above about the German peo-
ple as a whole under. the Hitler
regime, definitely shows that they
abhor Hitler and Nazism as much as
the common people everywhere hate
‘dictatorship and slavery.

Nothing written a'bove' should be

interpreted by our readers as mini-
mizing the unprecedented horrors
practised by the Nazi regime. And it
goes without saying that to carry
out its extensive program of human
torture and extermination, the Nazi
leaders chose the lowest and most
brutal elements of the population, the
sadists and criminals, and trained
them for the jobs of heartless guards
and mechanical executioners.

DEFEND ALL LABOR

We of LABOR ACTION and the
Workers Party are as much appalled
and angered at these "authenticated
" atrocities as are all decent people,
We understand also how easy it is
to condemn all the German people
for the acts of the trutish régime,
and especiglly how natural it is for
Poles and Jews to feel that way. But
. what we want above all ‘and at all
times, is to get at the reasons for
social phenomenon so as to be able
to remove the causes that produce
evils..

Would it be correct to say that all
the English people are brutes because
the British imperialist army period-
ically slaughters, in cold blood, mass-
es of Indian people wanting only
bread and liberty? When such or-
ganizations in America as the Klu
Klux Klan byought terror, death and
devastation to poor Negroes and
blacklisted whites in the interest of
southern bourbons and nothern capi-
talists, could the whole American
people be branded as cold-blooded
murderers? i

The acts of the Nazi regime ‘are of
the same kind, but of greater quan-
tity—to ' conform with the grander
schemes of the German ruling class
and with a ruthlessness born of a
desperate bid for its imperialist life.

The hope for humanity lies in the
fact that there is a difference be-
tween the common people of all
lands and their rulers. The difference
is as broad and basic as a ‘battle
front—the front of the class war. On
the one side belong alike the British
and Indian workers and c¢ommon
people, the Negro and white Ameri-
can masses, the German workers and
common people, and" the working
masses of all countries; on the other,
belong the British imperialists, the
southern bourbons and northern eapi-
talists of America, the German in-
dustrial magnates and their Nazi par-
ty and the exploiting rulers of every
land. s
To exclude the German masses
from their proper class alignment is
merely to defer the day when the
workers of the world will unite to
“end ruling class atrocities once and
for all, This is what Joe Leonard
pointed out in his article. This is the
truth which our Detroit reader and
all workers must learn.

Casting Light
on the Supply
Shortage Story

By Shirley Lawrence

Last autumn a great hue and ery was suddenly I:aisedl
over a reputed shortage of shells and other supplies at
.the front, for which labor got the blame.

It was the-opinion of LABOR ACTION that the story

- ..of the shell shortage was a vicious and strategic thrust
. at the workers to still their restléssness with their eco-
nomic conditions at home, to forestall their struggle

over wages, the cost of living, the Little Steel formula,

“the WLB, and the rescinding of the no-strike pledge
which. was up for a vote in the UAW referendum at the:
“time. .

The story of the shell shortage also helped to obtain
a favorable sentiment for the creation of a labor draft.
We also wrote that any difficulties which arose in ‘the
supply set-up were probably due to lengthened. supply
lines or faulty organization of supplies .

Our belief seems to have been borne out in the sensa-
tional disclosures by Drew Pearson in his column,
“Washington Merry-Go-Round,” wherein he reveals that
the bottleneck last year was not in civilian production
of the U. 8., but with the entire distribution system in
France, which has been the subject of drastic investiga-
tion.

At the very time that the Army propaganda drive
raged concerning failures on the home front, even going
so far as to say that men in the front lines were dying be-

 pcause of lack of supplies, General Marshall ordered a
personal probe and even General B. B, Somervell, in

. command of Services of Supply, wrote a critical report
and sent Major-General Leroy Lutes to France to re-
port on-the situation. Lutes took with him a staff of
colonels, made a thorough survey and submitted a blis-
tering report urging that the entire supply set-up in
tFrance be revamped, including the command.

WHAT" MOHVATED BRASS HATS

Why, then, did General Somervell declare himself in
favor of a labor draft to insure continuous production,
charging that serious shortages of vital war goods were
involved, at the same time he was investigating the
supply situation? ;

Why, if a shortage existed, did Washington wait until
last fall to announce it? There had been until then no
charge that production in the field of ammunition was
below requirements. On the contrary, production re-
ports and statements repeatedly indicated there was a
vast supply of all kinds of ammunition.

The following are excerpts from LABOR ACTION in-
terpreting the situation: :
© “It is a fact that the directing military staffs, in plan-

ning their campaign, consider above all the length of.

such actions, the possibilities of victory, stalemate, or
defeat, and the time .element involved. In estimating
their material requirements, military staffs seldom err
in underestimation, but usually call for material of all
kinds for in excess of what is actually required.”
 Obviously the calculations of Eisenhower had to be
revised somewhat—on the favorable side. That could
also mean that the supplies .counted on for a protracted
struggle are still there, but difficulties arise now because

of ‘lengthened - supply lines or faulty organization of .

supplies. Baldwin. makes that point repeatedly in his
daily articles for the Times.”

Here are some more imponderable questions:

Why did Somervell change his tune shortly after his
previous accusation? On Dec. 7, he told the NAM, “To
date we've had 500,000 casualties. Thank God, not one
has been because of short production.” Evidently the
Army high command has seen that they wopld be se-
verely criticized for opening a big offensive without
enough ammunition, so presto! there is ehough ammu-
nition.

Why was the production of several items that are now
“eritical,” cut back not so long ago? Workers thrown
out of their jobs in small ammunition plants as recently
as last June have not forgotten this. -

Obviously, there is a method to all this madness, or,
more properly speaking, to this self-imposed and con-
venient blind-spot concerning the real reason for the
supply shortage.- ' ;

This entire situation leads to the self-evident conclu-

sions, that labor has in this instance been utilized again -

merely as a scapegoat, in a particplarly vicious manner,
as in so many other times in the past when there was
danger of its ascendance.

By GEORGE TABER

" A SOLDIER SPEAKS OUT ON THE POST-WAR WORLD

“Will my kids have to fight another war in twen-
ty years?”
“Am I going to find a job when I'm discharged?”

Questions like these are asked repeatedly by

American soldiers in letters to Yank, the Army mag-
azine, according to the New York Times of Jahuary
7. William Walton, a reporter who has spent two
years with U. 5. troops in Europe, states in Time,
February 5, that American soldiers do plenty of
thinking and discussing during waiting periods be-
tween battles. And he reports that when these dis-
cussions get serious the question always arises: Just
what are we fighting for?

Readers of- LABOR ACTION are aware that -

anti-labor, potentially fascist sentiments are being
encouraged ' among the troops by high officers and
the capitalist press, with some success. This repre-
sents a serious danger to American workers, espe-
cially in the days after the end of the war. How-
ever, with millions of union members in a huge con-
scripted army it is unavoidable that pro-labor senti-
ments of various kinds should also find' expression.
An indication of what some soldiers are thinking is
the article “What I Am Fighting For” by Lieut. By-
' .ron B. Buckeridge, in the November, 1944, issue of
Free World. This article has evoked many enthusi-
astic letters from men in the armed forces express-
ing agreement. American workers will surely want
to know what some of their brothers in uniform are
thinking.

THE SOLDIER SPEAKS

Mr. Buckeridge, a young second lieutenant who
has seen plenty of action, states concisely the con-
trast between the potential abundance of America
and the actual suffering caused by the present sys-
tem of running things (all emphasis by LABOR
ACTION): } ;

“I am aware that the United States is better off
than the rest of the world, with our modern ma-
chines and mass-production methods. I am aware
" that we have more bathtubs and automobiles and
. gadgets than other peoples, but...

“I also am aware that the United States faces a
huge unemployment problem on Demobilization
Day; that few families in America actually have in-

comes which allow them to live at a comfortable ~

machine-age living standard; that few families own

the vast savings in the banks; that insecurity is still
one of our big problems; that monopolies have grown
richer and more powerful while soldiers have given
their lives in this war; that life in the United States
is basically a continuous struggle from the cradle
to the grave to make money; and that relatively few
people have the opportunity to do other than dream
about a full, useful and cultural life.

“I am aware that Eric Johnston has risen in the
grand American style from a poor newsboy to become
president. of the United States Chamber of Com-
merce, I am also aware that millions of other Erics
and Jims and Joes have not been able to rise in this
grand American style although they are just as ea-
pable:

“Walter Lippmann says that the United States
economy began the war the size of 2 dog and will
end it the size of a horse. I believe this war proves
beyond a doubt that an economy of material abun-
dance is here. I thus believe thai every worker in
-the United States in the new era of peace shouild
receive' a wage which will enable his family to live
comfortably, perhaps a minimum of $2,500 a year.”

What steps should be taken toward e solution of

. this problem? The author continues:

“When war ends the government will own fifteen
billionn dollars’ worth of war plants. T believe that
many of these planis should become gdovernment
owned and operated, converted to peace-goods pro-
duction, and used to employ demobilized soldiers
and war workers. ...

“I.believe specifically that the government should
own and operate plants in every field of industry

now dominated by private monopolies —such as ‘

aluminum and steel. I propose that the government
set up yardsticks similar to TVA in these industries
to keep a close check en private monopolies and
cartels.

‘I have not fought this war against fascism in
order to defend Wall Sireet, corporation owners,
rich. property owners, war profiteers, snipers who
would destroy TVA, monopoly and cartel manipu-
lators and business men who cry for government
to keep its hands off——that is, until they have .mud-
dlec_l and exploited the economy into another de-
pres;gion when they will come ecrying again for
government help. '

. The author fears that if the big capitalists con-
tinue to manage the country, they will bungle things

the way they did during the last depression. He
therefore wants the government, as the representa-
tive of the people, to control the big industries and
plan production for the use of all the people, and
not for the profit of a tiny minPrity.

What should be the aims of such planning?

“I think there must be an annual crop plan so
that the American people can have maximum health
diets....I think the government will have to set
prices for the farm products and compensate the
farmers who through no fault of their own fail to
make a comfortable machine-age income....I think
the rural electrification program should be ex-
panded to every cormer of rural America. I think
more TVA’ should be built along America’s rivers,
to prevent floods, to develop cheap power, to create
fertile valleys, and to conserve the soil. I think the
government should promote agricultural research
on a vast scale. I think the farm co-operative pro-
gram should be given every help and encourage-
ment by the government. .I believe the . farmer
should receive at least the same for his work as a
laborer in industry—in other words, the farmer
should have the full benefit of the machine -age
economy of abundance...,.

“The elimination of slum conditions in America
must have first priority when peace comes, and ‘only
government planning can do the job of rebuilding
vast blocks of American cities. There will be plénty
of manpower and materials to do the job, and this
war has proved that a combination of man’s work
and machines has supplanied the old conception
that the money consideration is of prime impor-
tance.” )

Readers of LABOR ACTION will recognize that
most of the above ideas and proposals have been
and are being advocated by the more progressive
forces in the labdr movement. Progressive workers
will welcome the returning soldiers who have these
ideas and join with them in the fight to achieve our
common objective: to realize plenty for all, regard-
less of its effect on the profits of a few monopolists,
At the same time we point out that in the world-

-wide struggle of the common people, led by labor,
against reaction, we must have a clear idea of. how
to go about it. . ' ;

Most workers -distrust: the :capitalists. They look
to the government to plan for plenty for all. But
who is the government? The government is the peo-

ple who contfol it. Who controls the government
today? Isn't it a fact that the sixty richest families,
the big shots ‘of big business, control every impor-
tant governmental ageney, the War Production

Board, the OPA, and Congress? These big boys are -

running the war and profiting from it. And they in-
tend to reap the fruits of the military victory.

Big businegs is aiming tq return to the conditions
prevailing beforg the war. And the Administration,
including Henry Wallace, has stated that “free pri-
vate capitalist enterprise” will be given every assist-
ance by the government, as the way to provide jobs,
with a little gayernment regulation thrown in. This
is essentially the same program tried by the New
Deal in 1933-1940—and there were still millions with-
out jobs in 1940. .

ON THE QUESTION OF STRIKES

The workers look to the government to plan for
peace and plenty. But this can only be done by a
government controlled by the men and women who
work for a living. : i

Mr. Buckeridge senses the important role of the
working class in realizing this program: . =

“I have taken the strike news back home with a
grain of salt. In my opinion the American workers
have three jobs to handle for the soldiers, First, to

produce war materials. Second, to protect the Wag-.

ner Law and collective bargaining; enlarge the labor
unions, improve wages, hours and working condi-
tions. Third, o use their political influence in elect-
ing leaders who are not bought off by the fat cor-
porations,

“I personally want to return to an America Where
workers have a voice and a vote in industry through
their unions. ?

“My older friend back home is concerned about
labor becoming too powerful and taking over in-
dustry and government. I am more concerned about
fat war mono_polies buying off the government.
There has not been equal sacrifice in lives and prop-
erty in this war. Indeed profits are higher than ever
before .in United Stajes history, and the owners of
America have defeated all taxation plans based on
“ability to pay.” These owners are now frying to
grab the fifieen billion dollars’ worth of government
war factories under the ery of ‘free enterprise.’ So

'you can see why I fear the power of a few monopo-

lies more than I fear the veice and vote of millions

of workers.,”

The author has touched "on an important point
here. When properly understood and carried to its

logical conclusion, it means that the working class-

should iake eontrol of the government.

Tlhe captains of indu’stry, the presidents, vice-
presidents -and chairmen of boards, the diplomats,

* the statesmen, the prime ministers and fuehrers, the

lords and ladies, counts and dukes, the marshals,
generals, major-generals, brigadier-generala, and
lieutenant-generals, the admirals, rear-admirals and
vice-admirals, the minister of this and the secretary

of that—all these have so successfully managed this -

planet, with the results that we see: oceans of blood,
sweat and tears, famine, epidemic and devastation,

. the®killing, crippling, blinding and disfigurement of

millions of the youth. These great brains should
be retired. *

Let the workihg people form a party of their
.own, a Labor Party, and take over control. Such
action,. carried out by a triuly democratic organiza~
tion  conirolled by the workers and poor farmers,
-weuld: mean a workers’ government which would
Proceed to plan a vast improvement in the living
standards, health and education of the peéople, _

Mr. Buckeridge ends his article with an expres-

. sion of‘determination to fight for his ideas:

“I want to help create a new world in which the
common man’s capacity for co-operation, mutual
help, unselfish service and energy discovered during
this war will be applied to the domestic and world
problems. I cannot go back to life where money mak-
ing is the one basic aim from the oradle to the
grave. I intend ‘to work for an economy where ma-
chines will produce for the needs of the ﬁeopl'e. |
intend to fight the rest of my life in a democratic
way for what I believe democracy to be, and I hope
many others of this generation are ready fo join me.”

Mr. Buckeridge thinks that a democratic soldiers’
organization should be set up, to speak for the men
who have actually been in battle, in shaping the
post-war world. From what has been said ahove,
such an organization, representing the common peo-
ple, the workers in uniform, can best achieve its
aims by joining hands with labor and backing an
independent Labor Party., > s %
(Part IT will appear next week)
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