War Costs: One Trillion Dollars, Sixty Million Men!
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A PAPER IN THE INTERESTS OF LABOR

By SHIRLEY LAWRENCE

There’s nothing like a war for trotting out figures like bil-
lions, or even trillions! The following figures on war expendi-
tures, based on the report of research experts of the American
University at Washington, D. C., tell us a grim tale of the gi-
gantic war costs that have accumulated thus far, used solely for

destruction and killing.

Direct expenditures for the war have totalled so far more than $1,030,000,-
000,000, which still does not include figures for “the destruction and damage
of public and private property,” nor the expenditures of China. Of the total,
Allied war figures were $558,090,000,000, and Axis war figures, $442,900,000,000.
Listed by countries, we have:
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Allies: REE Axis:
U. S...........$280,600,000,000 Germany .$258,900,000,000
Russia . 170,000,000,000 Italy ........ 94,000,000,000
Gt. Britain.. 64,200,000,000 Japan . 44,000,000,000
France ....... 13,000,000,000

“Added to this picture of human futility we have the total military casual-
ties of the European War, ‘which, according to tentative War Department
estimates, welre about 60,000,000—the greatest recorded toll of any war in
hlstory Of this number, about 14,000,000 were killed or died from other
causes, compared with about 8,538,000 killed or died from other causes in the
First World War. We are becoming more skilled in methods of death and de-

struction.

The War Department's breakdown is as follows:

'Wounded, returned to dniy
Captured

WAR CASUALTIES

‘Killed in battle and dead from other cquses...
Permanently incapacitated .................................

. 14,000,000
5,500,000
reteereeeeseien. 30,300,000
reeerseereenns s 10,200,000

It is noteworthy that these figures do not-include civilian casualties from
bombings, nor the number of civilian deaths due to starvation, malnutrition

or war disease.

THESE WAR CASUALTIES EQUAL THE TOTAL POPULATIONS OF
BELGIUM, BULGARIA, CZECHOSLOVAKIA, DENMARK, FINLAND, THE
NETHERLANDS, GREECE, NORWAY, SWITZERLAND AND SWEDEN

" . PUT TOGETHER!

'These figures are extremely interesting and tell a story that is tragic in
its' implications. They tell us that billions have been and are still being spent
oy production for destruction. and killing, with quite irreparable loss and
waste of human lives. The figures also compel us to éxplain a riddle: With
such tremendous productive capacity, why could we not have a society
planned on the basis of an. equal distribution of the good things of life to the

peoples dof the entire world?
UNITED STATES AND GERMANY

‘War costs for the United States are seen to be above all others. The U. S.
has reached an unparalleled peak -of employment and production in wartime.
Why, then, do layoffs, cutbacks, reductions in wages, unemployment, depres-
sions and poverty hecome such terrible realities in peacetime?

: (Continued on page 3)

Price Control Defear

'By Business Near

By M. HOWARD

One of the most scandalous situa-
tions since the beginning of the war
lexists in the price control field, Meat,
butter and eggs, the necessary food
for any healthy diet, are all but un-
obtainable. When they can be got-
ten, sky-high black market prices
must be paid for them. Clothing and
shoes are also unobtainable at any-
where near fair prices for the qual-
ity offered. And—here is the joker—
present prices, even though they are
'so high that most workers’ families
must go without because they cannot
afford them, are allowed under the
Price Control Aet, a measure that
was supposed to keep gi'ices down!

On June 30 this Price Control Act
expires. There is some hope that a
bill to extend it until July, 1946, will
be passed by the Senate this: week,
but even some hope in this case is
mighty little. Arrayed against any
such extension are all the most ex-
pert lobbyists for all of the big food,
clothing and meat processing indus-
tries—those same lobbyists who have
so” successfully won concession after

as - amendment

concession from the OPA until the

present Price Control Act has bec¢ome _

a farce.

The main weapon of these big
processors in combatting ptice con-
trol "of any sort is the Thomas
Amendment to the Price Control
Act,  which' they hope to pass if the
act is actually extended for next year.:
Presented by Senator Elmer Thomas .
(Dem., Okla,), the amendment is so
worded that it sounds as if it isn’t
concerned: with prices at all —only
with profits. It requires that thé gov-
ernment  guarantee every processor
of ricultural products a profit
over and above any cost the individ-
ual processor says he incurred!

WHAT THE MEASURE DOES
Backed by profiteers who don't
care: aboyt the right of workers to
have enough food in their bellies to
do’' a good: day's work, or to be ade-
quately clothed and shod, the Thom-
is concerned only
with . profiteers’ “rights” to bigger.
and better profits. If passed by the
Senate, it will automatically release

(Continued on page 4)

Buffalo ClO Attacks
Communist Leaflet

BUFFALO—The CIO Industrial Un-
ion Council of Buffalo went on rec-
ord here this week in favor of a res-
olution condemning the Communist
Political Association for its activities
ifi attacking the militant leadership
of Bell Local 501 pregisely at a time
when that leadership was under at-
tack by the company.

The resolution originated in Local
501 as a result of a scurrilous leaflet
put out by the Niagara Frontier di-
vision of the Communist Political
Association attacking four leaders of
501 because of the position they had
taken in the union in advocating a
halt to the policiés of retreat and
sell-out practiced by the UAW Exec-
utive Board. The leaflet praised the

- no-strike pledge, attacked the 501 Or-
ganizer for its opposition to the
pledge and advocated a phony re-
conversion program without men-
tioning anything of the need for a
shorter work week at higher hourly
wages to help solve the unemploy-
ment problem.

; The resolution, which was passed
unanimously by 501 before being
sent to the Council, reads as fol-
lows:

WHEREAS, the Niagara, Fronher
Council of the Communist Political

‘Association has caused leaflets to be
printed and distributed to the Bell
workers who are members in Local
501 of the UAW-CIO, and

WHEREAS 'said leafiets were con-
demnatory -in nature and viciously
attacked certain members and lead-
ers of Local 501, and
- WHEREAS such unwarranted at-
facks on members of Local 501 and
interference in the affairs of Local
501. by the Communist Political As-
sociation . ;mmot be tolerated, there-
fore -

BE IT RESOLVED that Local 501
of the UWAW-CIO go on record in
vigorously .condemning the nefarious
action of the union-busting Commu-
nist Political Association, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that
Loeal 501 warn the Communist Po-
litical Association that any further
interference in their affairs will re-
sult in strong action being taken
Bgainst them, and
" ‘BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that
copies of this resolution be sent to

' the International Union, to the Buf-

falo CIO Council for action and sup-
port on their part.”

In debate on the resolution, the
Communists, who have a powerful
bloc in the Council, resorted to every

(Oanunued on page 3)

i

The Foster-Browder Debate and
The ““New Turn’’ in the CPA

By DAVID COOLIDGE

The new eruption now making its
way through the top of the Commu-
nist Political Association (Commu-
nist. Party) over the Duclos “disclos-
ures” has come before the public in
a ‘“programmatic” statement con-

tained in a resolution by the National -

Board, All of the board except Brow-
der wvoted for the resolution. The

-majority includes such political con-

tortiopists as William Z. Foster, Rob-
ert Minor and Roy Hudson.

Public “discussion” on the ques-
tions under dispute 'is being carried
on in the Daily Worker and the Sun-
day Worker. So far the leading pro-
tagonists of the two points of view
are Browder and Foster. It seems,
from surface indications, that Foster
is 'the leader of the “opposition”
while Browder remains the sole de-
fender of the wartime line of the
American Stalinists. Both have ex-
pressed their points of view in writ-
ing. Both groups are resorting to
“gelf-criticism.”

The Foster group accuses Browder
of “errors” and “revisionism.™ Foster
says that Browder has taken the po-
sition that “capitalism is now pro-
gressive....Comrade Browder's the-
ories violated many basic principles
of Marxism-Leninism. They were a
tomplete departure _from Lenin’s
analysis of . the present unperlallst
stage of capitalism.”

What were. some of the “errors”
and “revisionist ideas” of Browder?
Support of the Second Imperialist
‘World War? No, that was not an er-
ror. That was not a.“complete de-
parture from Lenin’s analysis of the
present imperialist stage of capital-
ism,” according to the Foster group.

Did Browder’s “revisionism” reside
in the fact that. he advocated the
support of Roosevelt? No, because
“our  general wartime policy of sup-
porting the Roosevelt Administra-
tion was correct.”

Then what was the “error”? Ac-
cording to the mnew streamlined
Marxism - Leninistn .of the Foster

group it was “under Browder's in-
fluence, of failing to criticize many
errors and shorttomings of the Roo-
sevelt government.” And what was
one of these “errors” of the Roose-
velt Administration? Nothing less
than “our recent defense of the ap-
pointment of Btettinius, a reaction-
ary, as Secretary of State.”” Roose-
velt, you see, should have appointed
a “progressive” as Secretary of State,
say Mayor Hague of Jersey City
(who was supported by the CP) or
Dan Tobin of the Teamsters Union,
who last year was taken to the bosom
of the Stalinists, Foster, Minor, Hud-
son and the others.

Was one of Browder’s “errors”
the fact that he did not call upon 13-
bor to break with the Republican
and Democratic Parties and with the
Roosevelt Administration? Was
Browder, according to Foster, a re-
visionist because he failed to ecall
upon labor to resort to independent
political action under its own ban-

(Continued on page 4)

. On_Cutbacks

By SUSAN GREEN

CIO President Philip Murray and AFL President William
Green have again put the Little Steel formula at the top of the
agenda. They have gone to the White House and meekly sub-
mitted to their new "friend" there the demand that the basic
wage rates be increased by twenty per cent. That means bregk-

ing the wage freeze.

About one and a half years ago the fight against the wage

i

freeze began with the demand of the steel workers for a seven-
teen-cent an hour increase. Lengthy hearings were held before
Congress and before the War Labor Board. Statistics were gath-
ered on the rise in the cost of living. Labor's case was strong.
However, Murray allowed the matter to be kicked around, pre-
vented the workers from taking strike action, and before long
election was here. And how could Roosevelt's labor licutenants
bother the President at election time with such a trifling question
as breaking the Little Steel formula! ’ c

Instead, labor leaders, especially in the ClO, talked as if
wage increases were actually in the bag. According to them, the
first thing Mr. Roosevelt would do after election would be to
order the lid lifted off wages. But nothing like that happened.
The steel workers’ case was settled. by throwing them a bare
bone. The Little Steel formula still stands. v

So what is the general wage situation today?

UAW #719
Stops Work

CHICAGO—In a tremendous ‘démon-
stration of solidarity, the workers of
the Electro-Motive , division »f the
General Motors Cerp -—members of,
Local 719, UAW-CIO —showed the
corporation that they are not going
to lie down before the monopolists’
attempts to lower their standing of
living and wreck their union.

All but about 200 of the approxl-
mately 10,000 workers in the plant
stayed away from work on Saturday,
June 9, to show the company officials
that they still had a union and that
they meant to fight for it. These
same officials had sneeringly told the

-shop committee that they didn't have

to bargain with them seriously since
they represented only about ninety-
two people in the shop (the number
that was supposed to have attended
a local meeting). This splendid dem-
onstration of solidarity ~with the
committee was ‘the ‘answer: of ' the
rank and'fille of the wuniofi to the

company’s: refusal” t6 negotiate “on’

kome of the pressmg problema m the
‘shop.

WO!EKERS ACT

The workers in the plant felt the
first impact of production cutbacks
when their hours of work were re-
duced from fifty-eight to fifty hours
per week starting May 29, This meant
a cut in the weekly pay check of
twelve hours' pay—quite a bit of
money at any time but especially in
these days of inflated living costs.
In addition, there are also the prob-
lems of re-evaluation of forty-eight

(Continued on page 4)

" House, Mr.

AFL President Green estimates
that the take-home pay of the work-
ers is due to be cut by $23,000,000,000

“in the reconversion period. That's an

enormous sum. Overtime is goihg,
going, and will soon be gone. Work-
erg will be lucky if they get .pay for

forty hours, Part-tile jobs will once
~more be in style. Many workers will
“ be down-= graded-to lower paying
“jobs. Skllled workers will be forced

into unskilled work. The take-home
pay will all but fade out in many
cases.

_But these considerations have not
moved Mr. Truman. He remdins loyal

.to the late President and to the cap-
. italists. After Messrs. Murray and

Green respecifully left the White
Truman informed -his

press conference that the Little

Steel formula stands as firm as the.

Rock of Gibraltar—but, of course,
he would take the requests of the
heads of the CIO and the AFL under
advisement,

Yet the demand for a twenty per
cent increase in basic hourly pay is
modest enough. Murray states that
the object is to bring about the same
relation between wages and prices
and the productivity of labor as ex-
isted in 1940. However, the_twenty
per cent increase would not do that,

..as. the following. simple arithmetic
. will :show.

‘Murray says that ten per cent of

the twenty per cent asked for is to
- take care "of the increase in prices

since 1940 above the fifteen per cent
allowed by the:Little Steel formula.
But, according to the figures of the
CIO itself, back in the early part of
1944, living costs had increased by
over forty-five per cent. This leaves
not only ten per cent but thirty per
cent owing to the workers for price
increases—the difference between the
fifteen per cent of the Little Steel
formula and the actual rise in living
costs.
(Continued on page 2)

Republocrafs, Demicans in N. Y. Elections

Electmns are supposed to be occasions when the voters pick party hacks who would be complete-
the candidate with the best platform for the solution of their
problems. The candidate is allegedly chosen by his party, not for
his nationality, good looks or winning personality,-but above all
as the representative of the party’s program,

That’s the way things are supposed to be. But the facts are

entirely different. If you want to see how different, take a good -

look at the political circus now being staged in New York City.

As reported in LABOR ACTION two weeks ago, only the Work-
ers Party and its candidate, Max Shachtman, have come out with
a platform on the real issue of the day—JOBS FOR ALL AND

f

HOW TO GET THEM.

JOBS AND "JOBS"

The Democratic and Repub-
lican politicos have a burning
interest in jobs too — jobs for
themselves. Ever since Fiorello
La Guardia, Mayor for the
last twelve years, announced
that. he wouldn’'t run again (his

chances for re-election being ‘very
slim); their tongues have been hang-
ing out, quivering“to lick up the po-
litical gravy. Because principles or
platforms do not count with them,
the whole businéss-of selecting can-
didates has turned into one big mess
of conflicting personal and organiza-
tional ambitions.

The Democrats’ first choices were

ly .at the beck and call of the party
machines. But they know they could

-

WOREKERS PARTY NOMINEE

not win without the ha.cking of the'
so-called: Ameérican Labor Party. The
ALP is controlled by’ the ‘“Commu-: -

nists,” whose ‘one and -only principle

is to support the foreign policy ‘of

Stalin. This they do by backipg any
old capitalist' candidate - who ' they
think will be:friendly o Russia. In

New York the “Communists”™ were .

quite ready 'to string along: with ei-
ther District ~-Attorney
O'Dwyer, a Democrat, ‘or President
of the City Council Newbold Morris,
a Republican.

So, after weeks of -back-room bar-
gaining, the Democratic leaders de-
cided to swallow O'Dwyer and to
fill up the rest of their ticket with
unknowns who are obedient machine
men. At this point the Stalinists got
a little balky and so did O'Dwyer,
especially after he saw the Republi-
ctans choose several well known can-
didates. As this is being written, the
Democratic national chairman, Han-
negan, has been called in to restore

William -
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ortier out of chaos. But still nobody .-

knows who will . get . the . gate—
O'Dwyer or the fellow candidates
whom he so rudely rejected.

“HIGH POLITICS”
‘The opposing” camp, too. is a beau-
tlful sight to behold. The" Republican,

Liberal &nd Fusion Parties—none of
which could elect a dog-catcher by

-themselves—for a period of a month

or.-more had only one plank in their
combined ' platforms: to wait until
the Democratic nominations were
made before making theirs.

Finally, after rejecting City Con-
troller McGoldrick (who is sup-
posed to be a Democrat) as too col-

orless, they hit upon another Demo- '

crat, an “independent” and “discard-
ed” Democrat, Judge Jonah Gold-
stein. McGoldrick is to run for Con-
troller again. But then up steps their
candidate for President of the City
Council, Newbold Morris (who really
is a Republican—no fooling) and
(Continued on page 4)
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'HIBBING, MINN.—FINIS, with &
capital “F,” was written to the brief
and short-sighted existence of the

* stripling Joint Labor Council in the -

school election of May 15. Principal
Organizer and chairman of the Joint
Labor Council, Peter  Stark; Officers
Charles Gardner, Glenn Peterson and
'J. H. Wenberg; and their friends and
co-thinkers, need ‘wear no long faces
‘over the defeat of their candidates.
“As was clearly pointed out to'them
‘at the first two meetings of the
Council by members of the railroad
delegation, their proposed organiza-
tion was doomed beforehand for the
following reasons:

1:'It§ policy was to “endorse the

frlend‘é of labor’—a weak local imi- -

tatloh of the fatal PAC program in
the’ Presidéntial "eléction in '44.

2. Basing Itself on orgamzed_ labor
in 'the Hibbing area, its purpose
should have been to serve the needs
of the working class, for w_hich only
an independent labor party with a
strong program would suffice. It re-
fused even ‘to ‘consider this advice.

3. Its candidates should have been
workers from the ranks and they
should” have beéen nominated by the
labdr' pakty and held directily respbn-
sible to it. Rank and file workers
have had a bellyfull of the so-called
“friends of labor” whose “friendli-

ne&s” like ‘théir' promises; begins and"

ends at the polls. _

4. Many organized . workers are
compfetely dlsll!usinned with Demo-
eriticiRéepublican-PAC - Labor - Man-
agement politics. They remember that
its fourth-term support and election
of a President and some 88 represent-

atives ‘and 12 senators was rewarded'

by"a Presidential demand for' a to-
- talitarian labor draft and the major-

‘ ity vote of these “labor friends” to
enforce that demand.

NOT LABOR CANDIDATES

Other reasons, many of them, could
be “advanced for the defeat of Hill
-and’
were the candidates of the Joint La-
bor Cqunml m the election. Hill,
long, long ago, was a working 'man;

for the past 23 years he has been 'a’

grocer. Jackson has been a member
-of org‘amzed labor for 30 years—but
a small businessman for 35! The Hib-

Jackson, the politicians: who'

bor Pdrfy Pro

bing workers. fail to see how any
small businessman can represent la-
bor in politics. Holding nothing per-
sonal against these Council-endorsed
candidates, the workers did not even
bother to vote for them or their op-
ponents. Their lack of interest was
due to the fact that néither the Joint
Labor’ Council nor the candidates
they endorsed had anything to offer
them but the same old hash in a dlf-
ferent platter

The workers WILI.. vote for Iabor
candidates—real working - class can-
didates running on the strongest kind
of Labor Party ticket. As Stark and
the Joint Labor Council know, the
real problems facing the workers to-
day are not puny little changfes i.n a
handfiil of political jubs, bt 4000° ex-
servicemen who wll! need 4000 jobs
in the Hibbing area’ alone"

The real problems are nbt micro-
scopic improvements in two or three
school board jobs but the guaranteed
annual wage, the 30-hour' work week
at high wage levels, adequate old-
age pensions, jobs'for' all—vets AND
war workers. ‘The 'desperate need'1is
also for stable price levels 'so take-
home' pay means something.

"i“-lem in

. To achieve these urgent needs, po-
litical action is necessary. Not the
capitalist politics of the PAC, nor of
the emerging -National Citizens PAC
designed to revolve around Elmer
Benson, Henry A. Wallace ‘and other
“friends of labor” in the ’46 and 48
elections. The ‘political action that is
needed, the only kind that will bene-
fit the workers and fulfill their de-
mands for full employment in the
days ahead, is the political action of
their own independent labor party.
A" mass independent labor party,
based on' the trade union movement
(and® there has never been one in
this couniry), would not enderse pro-
fessors, or businessmein or lawyers;
all these and the otheér “friends of
Labor” would be swept into the dis-
card and real ‘working men voted in-
to office. Conirary to what the supér-
ficial thinkers and short-sighted “la-

bor leaders” say, a labor party based’

on: the -unions ecan very effectively
control the candidates it elects to of-
fice. The 88 representatives and 12
senators elected by the PAC-mar-
shalled labor vote were NOT labor
candidates, nor did they run for of-
fice on a labor party ticket. They

and public opinion’' was placated.

profits,

took over? -

Montgomery Ward’s Profits

The ' employees at Montgomery Ward and’ the. sympathetic public
have been duped. Everyone applauded the heroic attempt of the work-
ers to raise their wages from the forty-cent minimum level. Maybe they
could ‘have won if the government hadn’t decided to “punish” Sewell

. Avery and 'the corpoiation he represents.

+ Theé A¥my took ‘over the plant. Avery made a great show of protest,

could see to it that its orphaned children were given a fair deal.

Well let's look at the record. Several months have passed since the
smke Avery still ‘refuses to carry out WLB orders to pay increases,
The employees are geiting what they got before the strike. It goes with-
out saying that they didn’t receive any of the back pay. Avery refuses '
to recognize the union as bargaining agent for the empléyees.

Now let’s look at the other side of the ledger. Under Army manage-
ment the mail order house made profits of $4,767,955 after taxes for the
first quarter of 1945! Compare this with the $3,430,324 profit for the
first ‘quarter ‘of” "1944. It is'an increase of twenty-six per cent in net

In whose interest was the government actmg, then, when the Army

The good berievolent government

were Demderats arid Republi¢ans
and; once in officé and out of reach
of the deluded workers who gave
them votes, they acted just like you
would expect any, old Democrat or
Republican’ to act—for the Money
Trust and against the workers.

Sincée political orgzanizations' like
the Hibbing Joint Labor Council can
do nothing for thé workers but con-
fuse and mislead -them, let us look
for the answer in a different direc-
tion. Since everything else has been
tried — slavery, feudalism, serfdom,
capitalism—only, one thing is left. So-
cialism! ~

WHAT SOCIALISM MEANS

By socialism  we mean plenty for
all, jobs for all, a good living for all
in this rich countty:'By socialism we
don't mean Hooverwlies, WPA, food
destroyed while millions live on re-
stricted diets, depression and - war,
war and depression,

By socialism ‘we mean no fatal,
damaging, blind. “cooperation” with
the companies, but we do mean own-
ership of the mines, the railroads,
the industries, the banks, by the
workers. By socialism we mean, not
what you have been told it means;
not what the kept press and the big-
business radio and the money-con-
trolled movies insist it means.

By socialism we mean simply that
every worker shall have a good job
at a high guaranteed annual wage;
‘that he shall live' in a well-furnished,
modern home; that he shall have ae
good pension ‘at a reasonable retire-

ment age; that he and his family
shall have the best in medical atten-
tion and all-round security. By so-
cialism we mean the end of the ex-
ploitation of man by man, the free
and classless society.

A dream? Utopian? We turn it’out
to kill people; why not turn it out
for ourselves wheén peace comes? Get'
rid of our reaeﬁonary labor leaders,
organize our own ‘indepéndent labor
party! 2

This independent labor party would
be the first step towards a socialist

. political class ‘consciousness on the.

part of Amencar; labor. It would thus
be the first step toward a socialist
reorgamzatmn of society.

(Frum'-Joil_:it Action News, papér of
the Railroad Worké_lj's Joint
Action Committee)
Railroad labor is pitifully divided.
Twenty - oné’ unions represent as

many- crafts in bargaining ‘with em-'

ployers, who ‘aré united in their’ poli-
cies toward all their” workers. Each
craft union, relatively weak in de-
fending  and  representing its mem-
bers, is weakened further by con-

stant’ disagreémient and confliet with'
its “sister unions. The op_erating' and

non-operating workers have almost
no contact with each other. Their

unions negotiate with the employers
in- separate groups. And even the

opetating ‘unions cannot pull as one,
but‘ spend money and effort to at-
tack and discredit each otner.

Who benefits by this wholé situa-
tion? First and foremost; the em-
ployer, who can play the old game
of ‘divide and rule; Secondly, the
large number of union officials who
batten on the craft division' of" the
workers. And the rank and file who
pay: the bill? ‘They get the short and
greasy end of it, both in excessive
dues and lna,dequate representatlen.

The Railroad Werkers Joint  Action”

' Committee is in favor of the uniting
(ama,lgamatlon) of the present craft:
unions into one powerful industrial
union on the railroads. Separate; lo-

By PAUL NEWMAN
CHICAGO.—Since the beginning of
March the International Harvester
Company has been having'a hey-day.
At the McCormick Works in Chicago
the company has started on a vicious
wage-cutting campaign. Piece-work
rates are being'cut as much as 10%,
and even more. Workers working 48
hours a week are taking home, after
deductions, as little. as $30.

The Stalinisi-Communists, who are
in conirel of the union, are deing:
nothmg to stop 'this' open and defer
minéd  attack of thé company on’
union'standards, They stand ‘idly by

while the foremen get tough and’

speed ‘up ‘the work, while the com-
pany “contindés to cut' wages at’ will,
and’ while grievancés of all"ki'n'ds
" piléup.

The open shop conditions that the
McCormick workers finally broke
when they orgamzed the union in the
big strike of 1940, are returning—
this time with the help of the Com-
munists. The company is able to chop
awéj’r ‘at the workers’ necks, while
the Communists hold their heads.
Oné of the main’ reasons for this-is
the délay of the CIO bureaucracy in
dec¢iding the jurisdictional dispute
‘betwéen ' the Farm Equlpment &
Metal Worker$ Union and the UAW-
CIO,

M Ap——— el

cal ‘representation ‘on matters con-
cerning: the separate crafts -~ oneé
_ unitéd “organization, one united pol-
icy on matters which concérh us all!

RWJAC—A NEW UNION?

Many railroad workers, when they '

hear that we are for one industrial
union on the’ railroad, assume' that
the RWJAC is itself this new union.
In this they are mistaken. We are
not a union. We are an organization
of the progressive railroad workers
who want to work within their un-
ions and through their umons for
our program.

We tell' no man who joins' the
RWJAC to drop out of his own or-
gamzatlon Quite the contrary. The
RWJAC has convinced many men
who had become discouraged with
the weakness, conservatism and lack
of democracy - in their brotherhoods
and had therefore dropped out of
them, to rejoin. The RWJAC exists
as a rallying-point for all rails-who
want o be really-effective in their
efforts to make their unions fighting
organizations of and for the rank
and file. United across, craft lines,
the members of the RWJAC can be
certain-‘that when ‘they work for the
adoption ' of - our program in' their'

. own lodge ‘they are’backed by han-

dreds of meén who are working “for-

In the latter part of February, as
reported by LABOR ACTION, the
UAW began an organization drive on
the tiny, Staltmst
union, The ' campaign began at thaf
time as“a result of the agitation' of
the progressive workers in the Me-
Cormick & Tractor Works of the In-
ternational Harvester in Chicago, and
in the Caterplllar Tractor Works in
Peoria. The UAW was *more than
willing to take’ over the Jurxsdlctmn
of these Fit workers, as many of the
automobile manufacturers are 'going
into the .farm equipment business af-
ter the war and the aircraft industry
would experience a sharp decline.

The workers were told; whén the
campaign-began, that all they had to
do 'was to sign up a majority of the
workers, call for an NLRB election,
and bingo!—the UAW would be in.
After about three weeks of passing
out leaﬂets, signing up workers, and

receiving beatings at the hands of the

Stalinist thugs, the workers found
that things just don't work out so
easily, They found that an organizing
drive of one CIO union against an-
othér is a little more complicated.
Théy found that the decision of their
jurisdi¢tion was to be decided by a

threé‘man board set up by the CIO '

Executive Board.
After about six weeks of stalling

controlled FE

the adoptien'_pf the same program in
other lodges of their own brother-

hood as well as in the lodgés of all -

other brothérhoods on the railroad,
WAGES, CONDITIONS, PENSIONS
We are not simply for'the amalga-

mation of the present brotherhoods,.

with their present programs and
their present leadership inlto an in-
dustrial union, The RWJIAC" knows
that hand in hand with its fight for
amalgamation, for demodracy and
rank and file control within the craft
unions, must go the fight for a pro-
gram of wages and conditions and
pensions ‘which will’ make thé RW-
JAC the' spearhead 'of all the pro-
gressive demarids of railroad wérk-
ers -in the eountry. We support the

_hrolherhnads in evéry ‘demand they'

mike whieh will 1mprove the lot of
railroad workers, but over and be-
yond™ that we work" within odr un-
ion§ for their adophon of a program

of ' deminds which will' really meet

thé préssing needs”of railroad labor.

This program “is fully outlined in
our pambphleét, Action and’ Reaction
on’ the Railroads. Read’ it, talk it
ovér with your fellow" workers, and
get’ them 1o join' the orgamzatmn
which stands behind it, the RWJAC!

The RWJAC has' been leading'the
fight for retitement after thirty

years’ service, regardle$s of age. We ~

atound, the board, composed of
Green, Dalrymple, and Rosenbloom,
handed down a decision that thére
should+be' a “negotiated mergér” of
the FE into the UAW. This means, of
course, that'the propér déals must be
made on top in the way of jobs, con-
trol of locals, etc. This decision'was:
handed down six or seven weeks ago,
and the boys are still in the process
of “negotiating.”

STALLING THE WORKERS

MEaiwhIle! tHe condftions of the -
workérs are ‘bétoming ’stea.c’lﬁy ‘worse.
Thé" mifority  of' elected slewarl‘:ls
have ‘been’ dismissed by the ‘Stalin:’
1st§§'aﬂd“tﬁose ‘that’ weren’t ﬂféinfs’“ d
restghiéd  when" they thought'’ the
UAW 'would ‘také ‘over in'a mat!pe‘r of’
a couplé of weeks. Thé result'is, wﬂ;ﬁ’
Stalinist ‘stooges hdloﬂng all the of-
ficés,  thé ‘workers have no real’ rep<
resentation’’

HOWéver, the progressive workers
are-at’last’ learnmg something’ from
this pl‘tiﬁﬁ ‘méss they're in. They are

at last learmng that to defeat’ the
Stahmsts they_ must be" ‘well’ organ—
campaigns. They have - learned
through this experience that the ex-
istence of their union as a militant

Group ..

have found that raﬂroad labor is
overwhehmngly in favor of such a
pension” plan, and that groups  of
railroad workers. all over the country
have been conducting campaigns for
it. In union after union they have
passed resolutions for the thirty-year
pension. But there was no organiza-
tioh to coordinate their activities and
so they beéame lost in the red-tape’
and disunity of the craft union struc-
ture, But the RWJAC was able to
bring ‘this demand of railroad labor
into national - prominence, and to
force the Brotherhood Chiefs to de~
clare themselves openly opposed to it.

THE RWJAC AND YOU '

Thé RWJAC can truthfully say
that to date it has not received one
valid eriticism of 'its program from a
railroad worker. Almost everyone
agrees that “we need a change”; that
“someéthing has to be done” about the
division and internal squabbling of
the craft union ‘structure.’

The RWJIC exists as a ‘functioning,
growing, ‘democrati¢ organization, All
its leaders and members are working
railroadérs, and we have no support
from anyone but working railroad-
ers. If you want to change ‘words-into
ACTION, it is up to'you to join the
RWJAC. J

.

and fighting organization depends
upon them, the powerful rank and

file.
Philadelphia, Attention!
LECTURE

WHO ARE THE REAL
WAR CRIMINALS?'

- Whe finain¢ed Hitler’s rise to
power?

. What was' the attitude of Brit-
ish and American capital
toward = Nazisth'™ BEFORE
the' war?

Whit is' behihd - the ‘ atrocity
story campaign?

- Should American workers
support plans for using Ger-
. man labor as slaves?

' Speakér: STEVE PARKER'
Labor Action Staff Writer
FRIDAY, JONE 22nd, 8:15 P. M.
LABOR ACTION HALL
1105  Walnut ‘Street

READING, Pa.—The AFL Hosiery
Workers will demand a guaranteed
annual wage and a general, blanket
wage increase that will exceed the
Little Steel Formula for all Hosiery
workers in its new contract nego-
tiations with three major employer
groups that will begin about July 11.
The present contracts will expire
August 31, including the outstanding
one, the National Labor agreement,
which runs for two years and covers
the most important full-fashioned
mills in.the trade. In addition the
Union will seek a minimum wage
scale of 55 cents, an improved vaca-
tion clause, a bonus for night shift
workers and wage adjustments for
certain occupations.

These proposals will be submitied
by the Executive Board to a special
wage and contract committee of the
union which will be in session on'
Friday, June 8, in Reading, Penn., to
formulate the union’s demands in the
forthcoming negotiations. Ordinarily,
the Executive Board ‘would present
its recommendations to a National
Convention of the Union, but because
of the ODT's restriction of transpor-
tation a Wage and Contract com-
mittee, representing all of the locals
in the country, was created as a sub-
stitute. The Executive Board met
earlier in the week to consider re-
solutions to be presented to the Com-
mittee.

AGAINST “LITTLE STEEL”

The American Federation of Hosiery
Workers has now joined a growing
army of organized labor thaf is de-
:manding the breaking of the infamous
Little Steel formula and is siriking

out for a securé and decent standard -

of living' forlabot in the Post-War
World. All hosiery workers will heart-
ily support these proposals because
the achievement of these aims is need-

ed urgénily to elevate theéir présent

standards; This is especially true of

Reading and Berks County workers

because the Hosiery Industry has al-
ways been one of the largest indust-
ries in this area and will become in-
creasingly " mgre ~ important in the
Post-War period.

But while every hosiery worker
hails these demands, every thoughtful

worker realizes that there is cause’

for concern for the future of the goal
set by the AFHW. Not that it cannot
attain this goal of security and de-
cency: But can' it get these demands
by depending upon a whole network
of government boards,- the most im-
portant being the War Labor Board?
Can it afford to let the future rest in
the hands of these boards and ‘permit
themn to make the' final decision on
its' economic’ needs?

To ask the question is't answe'r it.

The experiences that labor' has had-
with the War Labor Board are too-

fresh in every worker’s mind to make

necessary a long review of the déci-

sions of the Board. LABOR ACTION
contains articles ' every
ana.lyze how some union local has
been denied its demands by the WLB
which applied the Little Steel for-
mula ‘very rigidly. This is' generally
true.

The main purpose of the WLB has
been to freéze wages. A'real example
is the’ verdict that this Board handed
down in the case of the United Steel
Workers of America. In these long-

week - that-

Reading Hosiery Workers

drawn-out negotiations the chief-'de--
mands were the same that are now
yproposed by the AFHW,; that is, a gen-.
eral increase that would break the

Little Steel formula and establish a°

guaranteed annual wage. All that was
granted were a few fringe demands!’
The demand for a guaranteed annual
wage is-being kicked around by some
Presidential committee.

THE NEW CONTRACT

Hosiery workers want to enter these
negotiations with a good assurance
that they will achieve the kind of con-
tract needed. They want to enter this
fight with the odds at-least even. This
means that they do not want any
Anti-Labor' Board to ' decide their
case. This Board 'uses .a formula that
pre-judges demands not on their
merits but by its own arbitrary in-
tention of stabilizing wages. Not to

depend upon such a Board, MEANS"

TO DEPEND UPON UNION

STRENGTH. The American Federa-.

tion of Hosiery Workers must get back
that instrument, that weapon, that is

absolutely indispensable if it intends-
to win its union demands. That is, it -

must get back the right to strike, It
must rescind-the no-strike pledge.

It should be rather obvious by now,

inthe light-of  the experiences of-the-

past several years, that what weak-
ened ‘the labor movement, what made
it a victim of vicious attacks by the
big'‘ corporations; what made ‘it bow
at the mercy of the War Labor Board
has been the fact that the labor
movement, through its top officials,
gave. up the right to strike and gave
a no-strike pledge in return for prom-
ises that were not kept.

West Coast L

By AL MARKS

Maintenance of meémbership, not
in- original contraects, cannot be' in-
stituted by arbitration’ award, even
if made under terms of contract.
This was the decision of the Court
of Appeals of Los Angeles on the
Vultee Aircraft court action May 5.
The original UAW contract reserved
for management the right to hire
and fire. By arbitration in 1943 the
union maintenance of membership
as - a condition of continued employ-
ment was given, but this' was re-
versed yesterday. This does not in-
validate maintenance of membership
in original contracts

.. @ e

Now we see the solons ﬂghtmg
agamst what t.hey term “cradle to the
grave” security. Their efforts are to
try to shame the people info not ad-
mitting they can no longer earn a
living under a free enterprise sys-
tem. Puff out your chest, pull up
your' chin and say: “I can be a mil-
lionaire too, someday, if I starve at
$12 a week long enough and save my
:‘extra’ money.”

Article after article ridiculing the
exponents of social security; gbvern-
ment projects, etc, are to make the
people believe the majority doesn't
want any help—being “self- suffi-
cient.”” The fact that the majority do

Cutk

{Continued from page 1)
The other ten per ‘cetit of the’twen-
ty per cent asked'by Murray is for
the rise inthe ‘produétivity of labor

' per hour since 1940.

But ten per cent is too low a fig-
ure. Twenty pér cent increase’ in la-
bor’s productivity per hour is nearer
the truth. It is estimateﬂ that 38bﬁll
000 workers will be able to do what
46 000‘0 did in 1940 and that means"
an increised productivity of labor of
moére than seventéen pér cent. |

Certainly, in view of the _ahove, a
twenty per cent basic wage increase
is modest enough. AFL President
Green estimates- that it would cover
only $13,000,000,000 of the $23[N}0000-
000 lost take-home pay in the recon-
version period. But still: Mr. Truman
says NO. .

Can. industry *“afford” to raise
wages? It, of course, claims it can’t.
But let us seé.

Industry’s profits for 1944 before

" taxes reached a high of $25,000,000,-

000. Industry’s capital reserves in
cash” and = govérnment ' bonds~ will

- amount to $58,000,000,000 after gov-
. ernment contracts have been cleared
' up, That answers the question of
! whetlier industry can

raise workers’ wages.
What have the workers in reserve?
Back in 1942 the OPA found that
two-thirds: of ' all the* consumeérs’
earned less than $50 a week, and’
that these two-thirds owned only

. one-ninth of the nation’s savings.
Last “September ' the Department’ of

Commerce  again' substantiated ' this
fact. Since then from other sources
comes proof that workers' families

: have been able to accumulaté little’
# if any savmgs

‘For this sifuation the Little Steel
formula’ is direstly responsible. It

! hds’ prévented labor' from 'getling its’
¢ share of the tremendous wealth it has
5 produced dnring these war years, In

fact,’ théré aré outstanding’ cases of*’

i/ 1aber's ‘shave in ‘corpération ‘revenire

having decreased -steadily during the:
war years. A few examples are in or-
der, .

“afford™ to-

want and demand that, we have se-
curity through government help
makes it plain that the people un-

derstand that this system can no,

longer give us jobs or protect us
from starvation on its own free ini-
tiative.

The right way is through mass ac-
tion of the people to demand help.

The' free enterprise system- can:no-

longer protect jobs during normal
times. This heralds more plainly than

words the bankruptey and degenera- .

tion of the capitalist system. Govern-
ment - owned and worker - controlled
factories, plus production for use, not
profit, would give jobs to all.

o

Thlrty-sevén thousand AFL work-
ers at- Lockheed” Aireraft in Glen-
dale, Calif.,, signed‘®a labor-manage-
ment pact of no-strike=no - lockout
provisions., While a great many good
points were won, it' was a sad loss
to enter into a pact of this kind with
any company. Lockheed, at the first
opportunity, will attempt to break
thé union. To give a no-strike pledge
is to give away ‘your only bargalnmg
power,

The presidént of Lockheed said he
wds deeply hurt to think that those

whole-hearted, ' patriotic men would’

do such a dastardly thing as to vote
for a strike, which would hurt the

While ‘the revenue’ of Dotiglas Air-
craft increased from $61,000,000 in
1940 to over a billion in. 1944, wages
and salaries decreased from 444 per
cent te 33.6 per cent of the total

While' 'the sales of General Motors
rose from over.three billion in 1943
to over four billion in 1944, the per-
centage that went for wages and. sal-
aries dropped from 34.8 ‘per cent to
32.4 per cent.

The business of General Electric
rose from $411,900,000 in 1940 to $1,-

. 353,000,000 in 1944, but the share of

wages and salaries decreased from
37.3 per cént to 34.3 per cent.
There are scores of other examples.

along these lines. And remember K T
that the tremendous war salaries of -

corporation officials are included in
these percentages, leaving  even less
to the workers.

WAGES “AND' PROFITS

Above, in graphlc form, is thp pur—
pose of theé Little Steel formula. As
always, wages and profits stand in
this simple relatlonshlp The more
there is of one, the less there remains
of the other. The war profits of in-

profits ‘of Lockheed. (You know how
the bosses need your profits—other-
wise, how would they fight the un-
ion? We deeply sympathize with him
and his hurt pride, that the men

would strike for such an excuse as

refusals to adjust wage and other
grievances.
o @ e
A decision’ handed down by Supe-
rior Court Judge Raymond Thomp-
son ruled -that Negroes were to have

equal rights in Local 92, AFL, In-*

ternational Brotherhood of ‘Boiler-
makers. Their auxiliary union was
either to be given as full rights as
the. parent union or be admitted into
the parent union. This gives them
full voting powers and equal rights

to help run the union: All workers;"
regardless of height, weight or color:
should’ havé equal rights in  their"

union. Five thousand Negroes in the
shipyards will be affected.

o 9 o :

The 'Studio strike is still unsettled.
The" newest developmeént is tempos
rary limit of AFL picketing- to' not:

closer than fifteen feet' to pedestrian

walk and twenty-five feet from auto:

entrance. The strikers stated that a

list.of actors who continue to pass
picket liné to work .in the, studio-

will ‘be printed and publicized to all
affiliated membetrs next week.

Raise--

dustry -prove that the legalized rob-
bery of the workers by the capitalists

has been intensified. For this, the.la--

bor leaders must take their share of
blame. In tolerating the Little Steel
formula, when it is so flagrantly. a
weapon 'of the capitalists, and in

crippling -labor’s striking power with .
the no -strike pledge, the Murrays -

and Greens have willy - nilly played
the game of the profit-grubbing capi-
talists.

It is high time to change this
treacherous technigue.

The. Little Steel freeze must end.'

Wages must' be' raised. .
The technique of the Washingfon
run-around will, not do.

Werkers must again assert their-"‘

freedom to strike, and make their

demands with the economic. might: of

organized labor behind them.

The Workers Party calls for a re-.,‘
ﬂuetion of the work-week with no-

redpetion tqke-hnme pay! i
For a guaranteed annual wage!

For a 100% tax on all war profits!:

For government operation- of gov-
ernment-owned plants under work-
ers’ control.

Py S T LT R TSIV
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Post-War Military
Training for Youth

The question: For or against post-war
military training? is inseparably linked
to’ the question of ‘'war. That the proposal
for post-war conscription is made at all
indicates the failure of this Second World
War and its “peace” to solve the question °
of war. Two times within a generation the
world has been ignited in the flames of
imperialist war—with' some thirty small
wars occurring between the two big ones
—and the end is not yet in sight.

No army of any modern capitalist coun-
try like the United States is a purely “de-

- fensive” army, just as no war between
modern capitalist states is a purely “des
fensive” war. An army may be used “ag-
gressively” or “defensively” in the mili-,
tary sense. But in wars between capitalist-
imperialist states ‘“aggression” or' “de-
fense” is scientifically inaccurate. The
wars arise inevitably out of economic ri-
valries and can be predicted in advance
regardless of -which- nation® “starts” the
war.

“Preparedness,” argued for by those
who favor peacetime conscription, is no
panacea for preventing war, It is, rather,
one of the concomitants of war. It merely
guarantees that a country will be able to
strike out at an opponent more quickly
arid_ bring war on earlier. The compulsory
military training that characterized all of
EUrope did not save her from war.

WHO'S BEHIND IT?

Let Senator Edwin C. Johnson of the
Senate Mllltary Affairs Committee say
who-is backing the movement for compul-
sory military training in the post-war pe-
riod:

"Certainly’ Congress should examine 'Hle
backers of the proposal and explore some
of theiir motives. ‘America has a well or-
ganized group of cdpitalists—the : dollar
diplomacy crowd-<who are looking the
world over right now for profitable invest-
ments for themselves and their clients.

"It is their purpose to exploit the world's
supplies of natural resources and by util-
izing foreign cheap labor seize the world's
markets. They must have the protection of -
our flag. Therefore, they would have a
conscript American army fo awe and pull
the fear of God in puny foreign rulers.”

This movement to inflict the goose-step-
ping routine on young men in their most
impressionable years is not limited to the
United States. All the victor nations will
be placiig guns into the hands of the.
youth and instilling the military précept
of blind obedience into their spirits. Rus-
sia is already giving strenuous training to
her fifteen-and sixteen-year-olds.

The World Security Conference at San’
Francisco did not pause for a moment
even to consider the question of disarma-
meént, as did the first League of Nations.
It made little pretense of being anything’
other than what it was: a combine of the
big*victor nations of the world to check
the smaller nations and divide up the de-
pendent ones.

As soon 4as' a- decisive conflict of eco-
nomic interests occurs among them they
will resort to war. If they all train their
youth in' the arts of warfare during the
peace interval, that will merely mean that
all the young men will be more skilled-in
the art of murdering each other.

WHO PAYS FOR'IT?

If two million youth receive eompulsory
military training each year, the' ‘approxi-
mate cost at the present rate of $2,000 per
trainee will be four billion dollars. Con-
trast this figure with the figure of $3,181,-
364,876—the total cost of all elementary,
secondary and college education, public
and private, in the entire United States!

- We believe imperialist war can be elim-
inated only by eliminating the .system
Whjich breeds it: the system of capitalist
private property, which periodically goes
to ‘'war with its competitors for profits,
markets, raw materials and other booty.
Therefore, tq eliminate compulsory train-
ing is not to ehm;nate war. But insofar

as compulsory military training nazifies

the “youth with doctrines of militarism;
provides'a permanent large military force
which can be used against striking work-
ers as well as the duped and uniformed
youth of other nations; necessitates fur-
ther réduction in the standard of, living
of the people who will pay the bulk of the
military budget, the working clags=—inso-
far as a peacetime draft of youth does all
of these things, it expedites the next im-
perialist ‘war. Therefore, it must be' op-
posed. Let the billions proposed for train-
ing to kill be used for education for those
youth:who escaped the slaughter in'this
war! i

On the Nature of
German Fascism

The defeat of Germany was accompa-
nied by a namber of curioug events. Once
the tide of Allied armies began their
sweep the collapse of the Wehrmacht pro-
ceedéd rapidly. It was quite unlike the col-
lapse we usually observe in defeated ar-
mies. In this case, the whole organization
of German arms seemed to collapse:like
a house of cards. Up to one particular
moment the German armies appeared to
be fighting with great valor and skill and
then, suddenly, they disintegrated on
both fronts. - s

One of the reasons for this phenome:
noit; we-believe, is the nature of the fas-
cist systém. During the early years of Ger-
man: victories which swept the continent
of Europe, many people became overawed
with ‘the blitzkrieg and went so far as to
sdy that the reason Germany was winning
was. not- because it had been fully pre~
pared for this war, o that thé Allies were

totally unprepared, but because' German

fascism was really a new society which
hadmore vigor than the old capitalist so-

_cial order.

The revolutionary so(:lallsts reJected :
that false conception and conclusively
proved that the strength of German fas-
cism had to be sought in its preparation
for war long before it came and net in-the
idea that fascism was-a superior social
order. Weé pointed out that fascism was a
certain type of political régime which
served- the interests of capitalism and its
most important sections, the monopolists;
the owners of heavy industry, and the
financiers. Fascism was powerful in Ger-
many because - that country was the
strongest industrial nation in Europe. It-
aly was fascist too, yet it could hardly be
called a strong second-class power.

POLITICAL RULE OF BIG BUSINESS

Fascism came to power in Germany as
the instrument of the capitalist class to
prevent the  workers from seizing power
in the country. It is a political system, a
totalitarian system, employed by big:busi-
ness in times of great danger, to defend
its profits, property and wealth against
the people.

The fascist movement is usually com-

posed of déclassed elements: middie class-

es which have béen destroyed by big busi-
ness, unemployed militarists, i.e.; pfofes,-:
sfonal'soldiers, unemployed  workers whose
morale has been destroyed by yéars of

idleness. youth who have no hopes for

the future under capitalism. These were:
the forces whom the degenerate leaders
of the. Nazi Party won to their program.
This program  promised everything- to
everybody but really adhered'to one aim:

strengthening the power of the capitalist’

rulers of Germany, guaranteeing their
profits and waging war to exténd their in-
térests on a world scale.

The leaders of the fascist parties were

themselves degenerate social elements pro-

duced by a society which is capable only:

of destruetion; inequalities, poverty, mass
unemployment, starvation and annihilat-
ing wars,

These Nazi leaders, beginning with’

Hitler and ending with the small-fry mur-
derers, were brave men’' when the going
was good. But they revealed theniselves in
their true colors in defeat. The great fueh-

rer himself, Hitler, may or may not have*

died a “natural” death. Goebbels and his

family committed suicide. Himmler de-
stroyed himself., Nor were the big leaders
alone-in taking their lives. Hundreds of
other first and second rank fuehreérs took
the easy way out.

And those who didn’t die'at their own
hands? They experienced ‘“‘deathbed con-
versions,” blaming Hitler for all the foul
deeds of fascism. Goering is the most
prominent example of-the latter.

We are not greatly interested in which
one of these fascist beasts was No. 1 in
the country. To us the whole gang of them
should be strung up on the trees and lamp-
posts of Germany.

_If these fascist leaders really represent--

ed progress, a new social order, a' new life
for humahity, they would have fought val-
orously to the end. The great leaders of
humanity were not moral cowards. They
were brave men who died for their ideals
so_ that humanity could advance a few
steps forward against the resistance of
entrenched wealth and reaction. The fas-
cist scum who led Germuny and ltaly re-
vealed by their conduct in adversity that
théy were merely the servants of the re-
qchonury Germdn ecénomic rulers, fight-
ing in the interests of German imperial-
ism. Left alone, fearful of the people's re-
venge, they took a coward’'s way out.

GERMAN LABOR CAN RESOLVE IT

The fascists are social scum. They are
of no importance by themselves. They are
only strong because of the support they
receive from big industrialists and finan-
ciers 'who aré the real backers of fascism.
But the latter are precisely the ones who
get away with it. They remain in power in

-Italy, almost two years after the “libera-

tion” of the country. They retain their
power, posts and privileges-in Germany
under Allied occupation. And why not?
The Allied ruling classes have investments
in their factories, mines, mills and banks.
They are economic blood brothers of Ital-
ian and German capitalists: These ruling
classes are enemies only when they try to
rob each other; against the people, they
are allies, _

In the midst of all this cfupi'rup- uholﬂ'
war criminals, who'is guilty in Germany,
and _the necessity to punish. all the Ger-
mans, we know that if the: German work-

ers, enslaved. all' these yedrs under the'

heel of fascism, were given freedom of
action, you would  not have scenes like:

- that enacted by General Dahlquist-and

Goering. Goering instead of being wined,
dined and interviewed, would now be
wheére he belongs, undér a plot of earth.
And the same goes for the whole gang of
fascists. And it would go, too, for the Ger-
méan - capitalist ‘rulers who pluced these-
murderers in power.

Pay Raises for

Poor Congressmen

Both the House of Representatives, hav-
ing just voted itself $2,600 per year ex-
penses in addition to the regular salary of
$10,000 per year, and the Senate are
happy over President Truman’s nod to go
ahead and vote ‘themselves a big increase
in salary.

Representative Carl Vinson, Géorgiu;
Democrat, has introduced a bill which
would give the senators and representa-
tives a FIFTY PER CENT (shades of the:
Little Steel formulda!) increase in salary,
hiking it up to $15,000 yearly. The Presi-
dent’s salary would be lifted from $75,000
to $100,000 yearly .and those of other offi-
cers of the government would be propor-
tionally raised.

True, these “representatives of the peo-
ple” are not making millionaires of them-
selves. They are mere servants of the mil-
lionaires. But what a colossal nerve they
have, in the face of their treatment of the
working people who voted for them!

Congrfess, throughout the years of the

war, has, by its legisiation, guaranteed’

the millions in profits of big business and

képi the workers té- what amounts to a-

bare existence at wartime: price levels,
There has not yet been any revision of the
Little Steel formula. Many congressmen

who vote salary increases for themselves

are opposed 1o raising the unemployment
compensation level to .a MAXIMUM of $25

a week for a: MAXIMUM' OF TWENTY-SIX'

WEEKS! This, when cutback unemployment
stalks ‘the land!

Congress sent ten million soldiers and
sailors to the hell of battle for $50 a month

(meals free, of course) without batting an.

eye. What is returning of that army faces
unemployment or low wages ! mocked by a
GI Bill of Rights that guarantees virtu-
ally nothing.

Just one more reason why labor should‘

eleéck its own represenhﬂves ‘on-its own:
ticket and its own program to Congress.

his liberalism. He is Senator Claude
Pepper of Florida.

The bill for a permanent FEPC is
struggling its way through -Congress.
It has been on the House desk for
three weeks and has gathered no
more than 100 signatures.

The present FEPC bill is distln-
guished by the faet that it has no
enforcement powers. You listen to

- the committee’s - investigations. You
read its recommendations or throw

them into the waste-basket, as you
please. No one can do anything. Nat-
urally that sort of bill suits the capi-
talists very well.

This new bill, however, provides
for law enforcement against those
who fail to comply. Senator Taft de-
clared himself for the-bill but wanted
the enforcement clauses taken out.
But everybody knows that ‘the Re-
publican senator is a reactionary.

THREATENED  FILIBUSTER
Senators Ellender and Johnstone
have threatened a filibuster. John-
stone said he would speak against
the bill for three weeks. Ellender

War Costs, Casualties--

(Continued ‘from page 1)
Bécause our economy is- capitalist,
meaning: chaotic and‘anarchi¢, based
on competition, monopoly, producing
not for public need but for private
profit.

Capitalism, which was progressive
in its beginnings in the eighteenth
and nineteenth centuries, because it
overthrew the feudal method of pro-
duction, has now become an anach-
ronism, ‘with its depressions and wars
standing in:the way of progress and
the intelligent, socialist planning of
society.

The 'latter would: have as its goal
economic’ security- for all,” so that
with this minimum - requirement,"
“human” beings will have the poten-
tialities for the ftlll growth of their
“humanity.” |

We also see from the ﬁgures iar.
Germany- that hér. war costs” nearly
approximated those of the U. 8 in-
dicating - that .she was the greatest
European’ industrial’- power, having-
the médns for tremendous-output’ of!
goods. This was démonstrated in this
wat, when she -almost won a. world
empire for German ‘impetialism. But"
above all it showed what slave labor:
means to a capitalist economy. Ger-
many was ablé to have this tremén-
dous production by - enslaving Ger-
man and European labor.

But Germany is to be teduced to a
vassal country” and her industriés
smashed. The workers are to suffer
alongside of the fanatical Nazis—
still more evidence of the futility of
capitalism. For the German workers,
together with thé Ameériean workers,
and the workers in all other coun-
tries, could produce enough for'a so-
ciety that would supply “plenty for
all”—food, clothing, houses, schools,
even radios, automobiles and refrig-
erators.

It is no myth that there is plenty
for all. Here are the facts: More food
can be rdised today than we could.
possibly eat—through ‘widespread use
of tractors, combines, fertilizers, im-
proved seeds, irrigation, insect con-
trol, ete.. Here is what the Yearbook
of 'Agriculture, published by the U. S.
Department’ of Agriculture, has to
say: ‘“Iwo billion- acres (about five
per cent -of the .earth’s ‘land’ area;
and 42 per cent of’ the preseént area
under: cultivation) - would, under sei- -
entifié¢’ agricultural methods, provide-
an-optimum food supply for the pop-
ulation of the entire globe.”

Yet people starve in the midst of
plenty’ and food is dumped - over-
board in peacetime when péople can-
not- buy for they may not have the
jobs' or the money.

In industry, progress has been
even ‘more outstanding. ‘Mass: produc-
tion increased'the productivity of la-
bor by. fifty per cent in manufactur-
ing industries for the fourteen-year
périod of 1923-37 aloné, and every-
one knows the miraculous feats of
war production today.

We have the natural resources, the
machinery, the labor. Modern science
has made comfort and. culture and
leisure possible for all. Who will

(Continued from page 1)
trick in thé book, first, to have the

resolution tabled, later to" confuse-

the issues as much as possible and,
finally, to-delay the vote by a roll-
call' maneuvér so that the majority
of the delegates would get disgusted’
and wander out.

The ' Communists also pretended
that they were being. attacked be-
cause they were “Reds” but several
speakers pointed-out'that' the Stalin-:
ist-Communists’ weré about as'“Red”

as' Hetbert Hoover and ‘that’the real’

reason for the resolution was that

Southern Mmz and 2LCP

" Here is another phony liberal who
has betrayed those who believed in

said he would speak for five months.
But everybody knows that Ellender
and Johnstone are reactionary South-
emers.

" But Senator (}Ia.ude Peppér of
Florida, ah! he is a liberal. He is a
friend of Henry Wallace, that friend
of the common man. Pepper has been
a stannch supporter of the New
Deal. Well, a few days ago Pépper
encountéred the bill in the Senate
Education ‘and Labor Committee.
Pepper made an “impassioned plea”
for withdrawal of teeth from the bill,
Thé Southern senators were both
surprised and pleased.

They had - cause: Pepper, this lib-
eral, said that he could not afford to
have -a Negro stenographer in his
offive and therefore he would not
force his constituents to do so. Pre-
viously Pepper had supported the
bill, Hill of Alabama and Fulbright
of Arkansas also opposed the bill.
These two also are Southern liberals.
But the most oustanding of all the
Southern liberals is Senator Pepper.

PEPPER’'S CAMPAIGN
We trust no reader of LABOR AC-
TION is surprised. But we can give

deny the great potentialities for good
inherent in our advanced economy?

The owners of production have at
their disposal all' these wonderful
opportunities, but have théy used
them to end poverty, maintain: secu-
rity: and-a high standard of living
and' keep the peace? No, for they
have flagrantly and wilfully misman-
aged.

This is'the record of average week-
ly wages for factory workers under
capitalism in this age of mass pro-
duction:

1927 — “Prosperity” \(age, $23.38.
(The National Industrial Conference
Board reported’ in- 1926 that $36.88
was essential for a decent-living: for
a family of five in New York City.)

1931—Depression wage, $20.31. (Not
everyone worked all year around.)

1938—New Deal “Recovery” wage,
$22.70. . (Relief, WPA and an alphn-
betical era flourished.)

1942—Wariime wage, $40.27. (Of
course, working long hours increases.
the weekly wage, but wartime wages.
only seem: high when we: overlook
wartime taxes and  prices. Wartim
wages buy less and less every day.

Where, then, does all the wealth go
to? The Federal Tradé Commission’s
Report on National Wealth and In-
come showed that-.one per cent of
the population owned at least fifty-
nine per cent of the wealth; that
twelve per: cent' (middle classes)
owned thirty-one per cent of the
wealth- and that eighty-seven per
cent (workers, farrmers, small shop-
keepers) owned a bare ten per cent.

WHO OWNS AMERICA?

In 1929, the big boom year of capi-
talism, 513 men each received over a
$1,000,000 income; their combined in-
come was equal to that of over a
million ordinary- workers. In the
New Deal'year of 1936, foriy-two per
cent of all families received less than
$900 a year income. President Roose-
velt- was being overly conservative"
whén he said' that ONLY one-third
of the nation is “ill fed, ill clothed, -
and ill housed.” The wir has not
changed this alignment of force ei-
ther, for corporation profits havé in-
treased enormously.

That the rich get richer and the
poor get poorer- is alwa.ys true under
capitalism.

The war has a neat way of obscur-
ing the failures of capitalism, for un-
der peacetime capitalism it is inev-
itable to have crises and mass unem-
ploymeént. The purchasing power of
the people cannot increase fast
enough to providé a market for the
growing volume- of production, When
the capitalists realize there is no
profit in selling their goods, there are
layoffs-and slashing of wagés. Food
is--left to rot.in the granaries and
storage houses, - and hungry people
starve in'the thidst of plenty.

A CONTRADICTION ,
The capitalist system won’t work,

for thé very root of capitalis mis all-

wrong. It is based on a contradie-
tion;, namely, that thé man who owns
thé tools of production (the capital-

they were anti-labor scabs of the
worst variety.

VARIOUS CP PROPONENTS
Several international representa-
tives from the UAW and Textile
Workers, supposedly speaking for
the resolution, added their bit to the
confusion by trying to make the
question ‘one of the right of the CPA
to take a position on union affairs,
It was clear to most delegates,
h(;wever, that the CPA, as well as

any other political group or even in-
dividual, had a perfect right to ex-

présg its opinion’ on:a aunion’'problem’

and that the real issue was the anti-

some more data about Pépper.’ He.
came up for re-election in 1944. He:
wiged his campdign on the issué of
white supremacy. This darling of the:
libérals (and also of thé Communist;
Party) stumped Florida, out-vying
his rival in abusing and slandering.

the Negro -people and feeding the:
crudest prejudices of the Florida
whites.

For our part, Peppei's antics are.
no surprise. Liberals = are- yellow
enough, but a‘' Southérn ' liberall
Whoever is' deceived by them de»
serves all he gets. :

The first FEPC bill, mlserable as
it was, was placed there because of
mass action—the threat of the March
on Washington." Propenérts of thig:
bill- have ‘never: hidden their reason:
for advocating- it. They . fear the:
struggles -of Negroes in the post-war
period: - This- was said from the floor-
of Congress:

The Negro masses have one was*' u!,
ensuring that this bill will retain
some teeth. They. must let Washing-
ton know in no uncertain terms-
what they think. And then,  who:
knows, why even the liberal Pepper
may support it!

ist) does not work them, and. the
man who works them (the worker)
does not own them. '

Before the coming of capitalism,
the owner of the tools and the work-
er of the tools were the same man, -
but with the industrial revolution.
the product no longer belonged to the
producer—the worker at the machine
—but belonged to the capitalist own-
er of the machine, who sold it for
the best price the market would pay,
and gave to the workers the small-
est wage they would, work for..

There is a'way out of this' chaos:
The working people themselves
should ‘own ‘and  opérate ’ the” indus-
tries cooperatively, through owning
and operating the government:

This would’ end production for!
profit and the waste of competing
corporations,

There’ would.-bé" plmﬂed produc-
tion: for thé first time;-increasing ‘the"
output of ‘wealth so that theére Woulﬂ
be plenty: for:all.:

The  big -indoimes would" be elhmd
nated and thé income ‘of a couniry
would . be more evenly distributed,:
to. raise’ the living- sta.ﬂdards of*‘the
people:

Here in the United States, we have
today more workers, more plants,
more efficiency, more productivity.
and more machinery than. ever be-
fore, due to wartime expansion. We
have more of all the means neces-
sary to a high standing of hving,
shorter hours and certainly full em-
ployment for- every able-bodied per-
son. But the workers throughout the”
entire country are now’ experiencing
the first fruits of the end of the war
in Europe—cutbacks, layoffs and un-
employment.

Thus far the government and its
agencies, which were so capable of
planning production  and full em--
ployment for war needs; have met-
this: situation with werds and noth-- -
ing more. A solution to this-threat-.
ening situation can be provided by
labor, organized in an independent -
struggle around a realistic program-
for full employment at a living wage.

LABOR’S 'GOAL

To carry. out this program, thei
workers need- a - political* party of
their own, based on the millions ah_‘
organized trade union members, free :
and independent of the capitalist
parties and politicians. Such a- party:
will fight for a real program of re-;
conversion and full employment, and:
will aim at the establishment of .a
workers’ government. Only. the-
Workers Party has presented a ﬂgm-
ing program for 'thé achiévement of
these aims. : Rt

The kind of plannéd economy we
envisage would, for thé first time,
make: possiblé an’end' to wirs ‘be-
tween  nationsi Bécause' the planiied
economy- would includeé ‘all countries.
The aim’of the:working class  would |
be to end capitalism and’ all' forms
of' explofation’ everywhere, and-

ernments and ‘plantied: economy.’ Its
aim' 'would beé -to " créate a socinltst"
world.

“10 Raps CP--

labor, pro-company position. taken by
this organization and not its nght’
to express an opinion.

The international representatives i
who supported the resolution saw in'.
it a double-edged sword to protect
themselves against all criticism, whe- .
ther of the anti-labor rightist variety
of the CPA: or the militant pro-labor
left-wing variefy of LABOR AC-
TION. That is why they supported
the resolution. The rank and file
delegates, however, fought for it be-
cause they were incensed'at the pro-
company, collaborationist. position of
the CPA and voted for it in the same
wiy theéy ‘wonld vote for a resolifion’"
condemning Westbrook Pegler,

everywhere introduce workers’ gov< @
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BIG 4 SMELL OF OIL IN SYRIA-LEBANON DISPUTE

' By SAM ADAMS

" pared

It would seem that the recent out-
break of fighting between the French
and Arab nationalists in Lebanon and’
Syria is of no great consequence since
the countries are small and the popu-
lation less than that of many of our
states. But behind this conflict be-
twveen French imperialism seeking to
maintain a stranglehold on this area
and Arab nationalism fighting for in-
dependence, is imperalist intrigue in-
volving the big powers who are mo-
tivated . by the large oil deposits in
the Middle East.

- The movement of the Arab peoples
for independence is not only a strug-
gle against France; it is in reality a
étrusgle against all imperialism. The
consequences of the fight in Syria
and Lebanon is, therefore, not lost
upon Great Britain, the United States
and Russia. They see in this some-
what isolated event a danger to their
plans for conirol and exploitation of
the resources, not only of Syria, but
of Iran, Ira.q and the whole Middle
East,

* Britain’s sharp intervention, which
was supported by the United States..
and Russia’s intervention in behalf
of France, are based on their com-
mon interest in oil—not the inde-
pendence of the Arabs—and the fear
that French policy endangers their
penetration and dommatlon of these
eountries.

BACKGROUND HISTORY
The. fight over control of the Mid-
dle East, and Levant in particular.
has a long history which it is neces-
~sary to outline to' enable one to un-
derstand the nature of the present
conflict.
«1, Syria (of which Lebanon and
Damascus are an integral part) was
for many years dominated by Turkey

" . and ruled oppressively as all subject

nalions are. She obiained her “free-

dom” during the first World War
when Great Britain enlisted the aid
of the Arab nationalists to help drive
the Turks out. Of course, Great
Britain promised Syria independence
in exchange for her assistance against
the Turks.

2. The British forces, however,
were weak and their campaigns
against the Turks were.not very suc-
cessful. To enlist the aid of the
French, the British made a gift to

- her of the Syrian area from the Med-

iterranean Sea to an undefined- dis-
tance eastwards. How far was never
quite determined because the British
were then quite unaware of the ex-
istence of oil in this area and the
extent of the deposits.

3. The French accepted this gift
from England, a gift which England,
of course, had no right to give. But
such exchanges are commonplace
ameng imperialists who trade nations
and their peoples like so much mer-
chandise. It goes without saying that
the Arab people and the highly
mixed other populations of the coun-
try had nothing whatever to say
about this gift.

But the French, while ungratefully
accepting Syria from the British, did
not repay the latter’s kindness with
the military assistance which they
had expected. The only source of
support the British did obtain were
from the Arabs themselves. Under
King Feisal, the Arabs pushed the

" war against- the Turks, helped drive
“them out of Syria and thus redeemed

British military honor. The British
repaid Feisal by establishing him’ on
the throne of Syria.

4. France, however, refused to give
up this valuable possession and occu-
pied the country despite British dis-
comfort. Culminating the sharp strug-
gle between them, the French drove
out King Feisal and began the ad-
ministration of the country with
90,000 troops. The British did the

New York Election-

(Continued from page 1)

says he can’t run on the same ticket
with Democrats turned down by
their own party. Morris, a great fa-
vorite of La Guardia, feels that he
himself ought to be Mayor.

.'The crowning touch to the whole
situation is that many Democratic
leaders now want to nominate Gold-
stein, the “discarded” Democrat, who
has already been nominated by the

Republicans. You aren’t getting con-

fﬁsed are you? All that’s needed now
is for La Guardia to re-enter the pic-
ture drama,tically._There are rumors
that this will happen.

Search high, search low. in t‘hese
sQjuabbles, nowhere do you find the
slightest concern for principles or
policies. The bosses of each political
organization are for the candidate,
no matter what or who he is, who
can be elected and who is at the same
time ready to take orders from them.
.Some of them iry to cover up a lit-
tle bit by mouthing meaningless
phrases, like “good government,”
“honest administration,” “forward -
lodking,’ “progressive-minded ideas.”

REAL ISSUE—REAL PROGRAM

“The real issue today in New York,
as in the whole couniry, is jobs.
With cutbacks, reconversion and the
end of the war in Europe, everything
else fades into unimportance com-
with the mounting problem
of unemployment and hew to solve
it. Not one peep has been heard from

these capitalist politicians about
their plans to solve it. They con-
sider their responsibilities finished
when they have claimed, lyingly or
not, that their candldates are clean
and honest,

*So far as pldatforms go, there’s nb
reason in the wide world, why the
Democrats and Republicank and the
parties that trail after them shouldn’t
all have one and the same candidate.
They all have exacily the same. capi-
talist offering for the workers—that
is, nothing but a bigger and better
depression. Of course, the Stalinists
of the American Labor Party add one
point to this platform: undying loy-
alty to the needs of Stalin and his
bureaucracy. ;

The Workers Party, by contrast,
campaigns now and all' year around
for a program, a real labor program,
based on this central idea: All capi-
talist parties and governments have
been able to achieve full employment
and full production only during war-
time. Labor must fight for a work-
ers’ government, which through plan-
ning will assure a decent annmal
wage in peacetime to all who want
to waork.

New York workers! By voting for
one or another capitalist hack, you
succeed in saying nothing at all. You
waste your vote. To make yourselves

"heard all over the country, vote for

Max Shachtman and the program of
the Workers Party.

Shachtman Tour |

AKRON — Max Shachtman, national
secretary of the Workers Party, ad-
dressed an excellent meeting held
here under the auspices of the Ak-
rén branch, Friday, June 8.

‘Approximately fifty persons, mili-
tant “trade unionists and university
students, assembled fogether to hear
him speak on “Labor in the Pedce.”

‘Comrade Shachtman delivered an
exhaustive analysis of the San Fran-
cisco Conference. In a clear and de-
cisive manner he outlined' the prepa-
ratlons for a Third World War at the
Conference, while the Second World
War still rages.

.The audience showed its enthusi-
asm and appreciation of the speaker
with donations of “folding money”
and asked many gquestions,

The Akron branch looks forward
to- the further recruitment of mem-
bers as a result of this stimulating
meeting,

To the Editor of Labor Action:

The Streator Labor Action Branch
wishes to thank our national secre-
tary, Max Shachtman, for the most
inspiring address which he delivered
to the members of our branch and
LABOR ACTION readers of Streator
on the night of June 5. His subject,
dealing with European and Amer-
ican post-war problems, was a mas-
ter stroke. His address was delivered
so simply that any schoolboy could
have understood him.

We trust that some day he will
come to Streator and deliver an ad-
dress to a thousand workers!

- Trusting that our ‘movement will
grow from day to day, because it is
the only movement that- will bring
permanent prosperity and happiness
to all the peoples of the world,

Fraternally yours,

J. 8., Streator, 111,
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next best thing. They made Feisal
King of Irag, which adjoins Syria to
the east, and which has great oil
deposits.

‘MANDATED STATES

From that point on the whole his-
tory of the Middle East turned into a
conflict between. the British and
French against each other, and the
two of them jointly against Arab de-
sires for independence and a unified
state of Syria, Iraq and Palestine.

The old League of Nations sought
to ‘organize the conflicis by establish-
ing what was then called “A’™ man-
dates. “A” mandates gave total rec-
ognition to French domination over
Iraq and Palestine.

*The professed aims of the British
and French in Syria and Irag were
“to emancipate them from Turkish
oppression, to encourage and assist
in the establishment of native gov-
ernments, ‘freely chosen by the popu-
lations themselves,’ and to recognize
these governments.” They stated this
in the Anglo-French Joint Declara-
tion of November 8, 1918.

Article 22 of the League of Nations
Covenant acknowledged that these
countries “have reached a stage of
development where their existence
as independent nations can be pro-
visionally recognized subject- to. the
rendering of administrative advice
and assistance by a Mandatory until
such time as they are able to stand

alone.” These “A” mandates were re-
garded publicly as “merely {ransi-
tional protectorates” to help lead the
Arab “states to full independence.

In the case of Syria, the mandate
specifically stipulated that an organic
law and constitution should be estab-
lished “in agreement with the native
authorities,” and that France shall
“enact measures to facilitate the pro-
gressive development of Syria and
Lebanon as independent states.”
Britain's mandates over Iraq and Pal-
estine were similarly worded.

IMPERIALIST INTRIGUE

All this, like tl§e Atlantic Charter,
looked very ‘'good on paper. But
twenty-five years have passed and
these countries still do not have their
independence. The British and
French have. done everything in their
power fo preveni such a develop-
ment. As agamst the Arab people
they were united. Simultaneously
they engaged in severe struggle
against each other, a struggle which
is marked with, intrigue, double-
cross, chicanery and hypocrisy.

The French, affer driving out Fei-
sal and  the nai;ve Administrators,
governed the country with a ruthless-
ness comparable  to the British in
their pmsessmnsxTo strengthen its
rule, the French “divided Syria into
five units: Lebanqn Damascus, Jebel
Druse, Allepoo ahd Alaouite. This
was for the purpose of weakening the

unity of -the people in their struggle
for independence and to make it eas-
ier to defeat them militarily.

From 1920 on, there has been con-
stant warfare between the French
and the Syrians, just as between
Britain and the peoples she domi-
nates. The more skillful British have
been able to overcome their difficul-
ties by bribery and division in the
broader areas of the territories they
controlled. The French, confined to
the small Syrian nation, were unable
to overcome united opposition of all

.the Syrian people. In addition, the

British, in an effort to drive the

‘French out of the Middle East and

thus leave herself in control over the

" whole area, have instigated, organ-

ized and financed movements against
the French,

STRUGGLE OVER OIL

What makes the British and French
determined to maintain their respec-
tive control over the Middle East ter-
ritories is the discovery of rich oil
deposits since the last war. It is esti-
mated that there are 213 billion bar-
rels of oil located here. This explains
not only Anglo-French interest, but
the penetration of the area by the
United States as well, and Russia’s
new interest.

Pipelines from the rich oil areas in
Iraq cross the French mandate of
Syria and the British mandate of Pal-
estine. The® British want to get rid
of the French, place a puppet régime
in power in Syria similar to the one
in Iraq, continue their control over
Palestine and thus insure, not her
lifeline to India as Churchill falsely
maintains, but the oil ' deposits of
Iraq and the whole Middle East.

The United States which has ob-
tained large oil concessions in this
area is supporting the British posi-
tion. While Russia mouths phrases
of “colonial independence” and set-
fling the Syrian dispute among the
Big Five, she threatens the independ-
ence of Iran and also seeks a share
of the oil riches of the Middle East.
“A wave of oil”" has engulfed the
Middle East and this is what the in-
ter-imperialist struggle is all about.

The other powers are afraid that
French imperialist policy in the Mid-
dle East, less subile than their own,
may create the kind of disturbance
in this part of the world which could
ignite the whole Arab independence
movement, That is why the British
sent troops into the ﬁghtmg zones to
“keep the peace.”

But in this dispute, the hypocrisy

of the imperialist powers is brought
to light. For example, when France
was defeated in 1940, the Free
French, in an effort to displace the
Vichy rulers in Syria and Lebanon,

promised independence to the coun- -

tries. And when the Free French
troops, together - with 'the British,
occupied the area in 1941, a promise
of early independence was made to
Syria. France was to be accorded
special privileges similar to those

held by Britain in Egypt and Iraq.-

Fosfer and Browder Debate--

(Continued from page 1)

ner and form an independent Labor
Party? No, this was not Browder's
error. He erred in that he did not
“demand that organized labor be ad-
mitted into the Roosevelt govern-
ment on a coalition basis"; Browder
did not demand that labor “be given
adequate representation in the Roo-
sevelt cabinet.”

-The Foster group saw this coalition
work so beautifully in the War La-
bor Board, in which labor had repre-
sentation. They conclude  that the
Roosevelt cabinet was the next place
to try this noble experiment.

Was Browder a “revisienist” be-
cause he did not call for the expro-
priation of the “Sixty Families,” the
conscription of the war industries,
the nationalization of the banks, the
big industrial monopolies and trans-
portation systems? These were the
demands put forward by the “Trot-
skyist” Workers Party during the
Second Imperialist World War. But
this failure was not Browder’s “er-
ror,” according to the Foster faction
in Stalin’s American party.

TWEEDLEDUM-TWEEDLEDEE

Browder's
Leninsm” was that he failed to “at-
tack the trusts as such.” He was very
cool to demands inside the leadership
that the party should stand firm for
the regulation of the big monopolies;
not to "“give the monopolists a free
hand” and not "to leave the people
at their mercy.”

Browder was only for those “regu-
lations of monopoly practices” to
which “the monopolists themselves
should agree.” Foster could not
agree to this. He stood firmly on
the foundations of “Marxism-Lenin-
ism,” the Securities and Exchange
the Federal Power
Commission and the Interstate Com-
merce Commission. The Foster
group stands solidly with the trust-
busters of all the ages. None of the
Browder kind of “revisionism” for
them. They have their own kind.

The Foster New Order “Marxism-
Leninism” discovered that Browder
showed a “desire not fo effend the
big capitalists.” “Frankness compels
the admission,” says Foster, “that

- Roosevelt, Wallace, Murray and oth-

ers did .a better job at exposing the
reactionary content of this big busi-

‘ness slogan than Comrade Browder

“revision of Marxism-

did.” This is the “content” of the
Foster-Minor-Hudson line. Roosevelt
was more “progressive” than Brow-
dér. Roosevelt exposed the reaction-
aries of big business. Roosevelt was
for capitalism and the war and so
was Browder (and Foster), but
Roosevelt was mere progressive in
his defense of the war and capitalism.
Roosevelt was for incentive pay and
so was Browder (and Foster), but
Roosevelt  was | progreéssive while
Browder was in error. Roosevelt
demanded a no-strike pledge and so
did Browder (and Foster), but Brow-
der was wrong and Rooseveli right.

Foster writes that Browder made
an “attempt to exorcise imperialism
out of existence. This is the “Marx-
ist - Leninist” Foster of the present
factional dispute in the Stalinist
ranks. But Foster wrote a pamphlet
in 1942 entitled: “Labor and the
War.” In this pamphlet, Foster wrote:

“This is a just war; one which the
peoples of the world must support
with every ounce of their strength.
It is a fundamentally different type
of war than that of 1914-18, when the
struggle was between two rival
groups of imperialist power.” (Em-
phasis mine—D. C.)

And Foster talks about Browder’s
attempt to “exorcise imperialism.”

This is not an imperialist war, said
‘Foster in January, 1942, it is a “great
‘war for national liberation.”

TWEEDLEDEE-TWEEDLEDUM

What was Browder. saying about
the war and imperialism in this same
year of 1942? In July, 1942, Browder
said in a, speech, “Victory Must Be
Won”: “With full faith in the just-
ness of the United Nations cause, as
a people’s war of national liberation;
with full faith that our own true na-
tional interests <oincide with those
of ' other- peoples,” ete., ete.

Browder and Foster were saying
the identical things in the very same
words. And Minor, who now agrees
with Foster, was the chairman of the
meeting at which Browilér made this
speech. Minor said in part: “..It is
fitting to present a great American
who clearly foresaw the ecrisis in
which our beloyed country is now
fighting for its life.... We welcome
back to his place of active leadership
a true leader of the great American

-people, - a.great. 'American. patriot.”

.called a ‘defense budget.'..

Also it should be remarked that up
to the time of the “new turn” Minor
was one of the staunchest defenders
of the war as a “sacred war” and
wrote theoretical articles explaining
and defending “Browder’s line.”

To be sure, Foster did not always
think and write as he did in 1942.
He held a different view in 1941. In
that year he wrote in his pamphlet
“Socialism” that “The Roosevelt Ad-
ministration, despite its peace prom-
ises, has steadily pushed the United
States deeper into the war.” He called
the lend-lease bill the “war-dictator-
ship bill.” (This is the precise de-
scription of the bill used in a stream-
er headline by the Chicago Tribune)
Foster in 1941 goes on to say that
the purpose of the bill “is to set up
a military dictatorship in this coun-
try and to plunge us fully into the
war.” Furthermore, “American im-
perialism—the great capitalist inter-
ests and the Roosevelt government,
supported by renegade liberals, pro-
war Social-Democrats and reaction-
ary trade union leaders—has no less
mercenary objective than Britain
and Germany in this war.”

Was Foster in disagreement with
Browder in 1941? He was not. Fos
ter’'s pamphlet quoted above was
written in March, 1941. But in Jan-
uary, 1941, Browder wrote a pam-
phlet entitled “The Way Out of the
Imperialist War.,” In this pamphlet
Browder said: ‘“President Roosevelt
has submitted to Congress what is
It is for
defense only in a very special sense
‘that it is_a ‘defense’ of the ambitions
of Wall Street, of the ‘Sixty Fami-
lies.”

In this pamphlet Browder called
Roosevelt a demagogue and added
that “... America is in the imperialist
war for imperialist aims despite all
the chatter and prattle about ‘liberty’
and ‘democracy.’” “Monopoly capi-
tal” was the “real ‘fifth column.”
And in this pamphlet Browder talks
about “Roosevell’s war dictatorship”
just as Foster was to repeat two
months later in “Socialism.”

(Another article on this subject
will appear next week)

In 1943, independence was officially
promised by treaty.

BRITISH AIMS IN SYRIA

The French now claim that Syria
and Lebanon cannot have indepen-
dence because .the treaty has not
been carried outf. Syria and Lebanon
say they cannot negotiate a final
treaty unless they are fully possessed
of their sovereignty.

The French charge that.the Brit-
ish engineered the present fight -to
embarrass the French and get them
out of the Middle East. The French:
add that they have as much right
to maintain a stronghold in the Mid-
dle East to guard their lifeline to-
Inde-China as the British have to
gaintain a stronghold in Egypt, Pal-
estine and Iraq to guard their life--
line to India.

The Arab League, a new organiza-
tion presumably established for the
purpose of fighting for Arab inde-
pendence all over the Middle East
and, North Africa, and which has in-
tervened in behalf of the Syrians and
Lebanese, is really a creation of the
British. All its efforts are directed
against the Jewish immigration to
Palestine and against France. None
of its efforts is organized against the
British.

The British hypocrisy in this case
is in keeping with ‘its imperialist
tradition. But this time the United
States and Russia chimed in. All of
them pretended to be interested in
the freedom of the peoples rather
than in oil.

SAN FRANCISCO AND OlL

Britain maintains the same kind
‘of control over Irag and Egypt as
the French over Syria and Lebanon.
If we leave out for the moment the
conduct of Great Britain in India,
where for centuries it has engaged
in the most cruel, violent and limit-
-less exploitation of the pogulation,
and- look only to Iraq and Egypt,
we find:

1. Britain “maintains similar una-
vowed protectorates over ‘indepen-
dent’ Iraq and ‘independent’ Egypt.”
Yet the British drove the legal Prime
Minister of Iraq out of the country.
British tanks surrounded the palace
of the King of Egypt and forced him
to maintain a Prime Minister he did
not want. British troops remain in
those two countries and there are
more British troops in Syria and
Lebanon than French.

2. In Greece, the British, by mili-:
tary force, established the govern-
ment they wanted over the protests
of the Greek people.

But if the British this time acted
in their own imperialist interests
against- the French, the two will
unite if the Arab struggle for inde-
pendence envelops the whole Mid-
dle East and North Africa.-As the
well know journalist, Edgar Ansel
Mowrer, put it: “Imperialists will
have to stick together to wuphold
their empires.”

The final interesting aspect of this
struggle is the complete ineffective-
ness of the World Security Organ-
ization in San Francisco to have in-
tervened. On the basis of the deci-
sions adopted there, France could
have “legally” prevented, by virtue
of Big Five veto rights, any inter-
vention by the other powers, either
military or economic. Moreover, it
could have vetoed any investigations
or inquiries. What then could this
organization do? Just what hap-
pened: intervene by armed force and
thus create war or the basis for war.

Naﬁonal independencé. freedom of.

the peoples, the right of self-govern-
ment, all these are but words in the
mouths of the imperialists to fool the
people of the world. Economie, po-
litical and military interests domi-
nate the course of all the powers.
In the case of the Middle East, the
rights of the peoples are subordi-
nated to oil imperialism.

UAW Local 719 --

(Continued from page 1)
per cent of the jobs in the plant, time
off for vacations based on seniority,
shift preference based on seniority,
local grievance procedure and en-
forcement of the maintenance of
membership clause in the contraet.

The company officials either re-
fused outright to negotiate or put on
an undisguised stalling act. Some-
thing had to be done!

Shift meetings for both day and
night shifts were called for Wednes-
day, June 6, after work, The mem-
bership of the ‘local, understanding
that the very existence of the ‘union
was at stake, poured out to these
meetings.

One thousand atiended the day
‘shift meeling and over two thousand
from the night shift squeezed into
every nook and cranny of the meet-
ing hall,

In enthusiastic and militant dem-
onsirations, both meetings unani-
mously decided to hold a one-day
demeonstration by staying home trom
work on Saturday, June 9.

The company anticipated that
many people would come to work
and that union militants would be
out in force to try to stop them. So
they called the cops for help. Over
forty state policemen were at the
gates Saturday morning. What a
laugh! Less than two hundred people,
in fear of company reprisals, came
to work. There was no need for
pickets!

The local membership meeting on
Sunday, June 10, was the best in the
history of the union. Over 3,000
members  overflowed _the meeting
hall and basement hall (where loud-
speakers were hooked up).

PREPARING THE STRUGGLE

The members decided unanimously
to increase the local dues $1.00 per
month for an indefinite period, all of
-the money to go to the local strike
fund. The need for such action was
imperative and clearly indicated the
temper and perspective of the mem-

Price Control- -

price controls on (1) all woolen and
cotton garments; (2) all shoes and
other items made from cattle and
hog hides; (3) every article of food
that appears on the consumer’s table!

In short, the Thomas amendment is
a one-way ticket to prices workers
can hardly afford to pay. If meat,
butter, eggs and canned goods have
been few and far between until now,
we can shortly kiss them goodby en-
tirely. And all those new . clothes
we've been needing—sorry!

Price control in wartime, when
every profiteer is out fo do his damn-
dest, is absolutely necessary. Price
control after the war, when layoffs
and cutbacks will have taken most
of the jingle out of pay envelopes, is
equally necessary. But it is easy to
see that price controls like those we
have now won't be particularly ef-
fective in keeping prices down.

Based on government guarantees
that every capitalist. and exploiter
make his “just” profits, they are de-
signed to keep prices UP rather than
within the limits workers’ pay en-
velopes can cover. ;

bership. Nobody even bothered to
discuss the no-strike pledge.

A second decision, proposed and
pushed by members of the Progres-
sive Group, was to demand of the
International Executive Board of
the UAW that a national conference
of all GM locals be convened imme-
diately to decide on joint action
against the corporation to increase

. wakes—to keep take-home pay wup
while hours of work are decreased.
Copies of this decision are to be for-
warded to all GM locals asking that
similar action be taken, and a cpm-
mittee of four was elected to con-
tact the Buick Local (No. 6) to join
with 719 in this demand.

This article would not be complete
without a word about the sudden
change in the attitude and action of
the Communist Party element in the
local. Previously these people, who
supported the no-strike pledge and
any other rheasure that would heg-
tie the labor movement in' its fight

for better conditions, would have op-’

posed such measures as were taken
by the membership with every trick
in their closet. But today, since Sta-

lin has seen fit to change the policy

of the American Communist Party,
the CP elements were completely in
support of the work stoppage. Yes,
Stalin's yes-men have changed. But
many of the workers understand that
they are not to be trusted. Tomorrow
Stalin might get what he wants in
the Far East from the American
State Department or some other
change might take place in Russia’s
needs and, presto, the line will
change again. And with it the policy
of the Communists in the unions.

‘One thing is clear. Militant AC-
TION for the needs of the workers
in the shops can get results. A dupli-
cation of the action of the Electro-
Motive workers on a national scale
by all GM workers would do a thou-
sand times more good than all the
pious, syrupy phrases dished out by
,our international leaders.

San Pedro Harbor Area

Events

LABOR ACTION FORUM

"ngchVEnsmN"

Jobs or Breadlines
SUNDAY, JUNE 24, 8:00'P. M.

REGULAR LABOR ACTION
PARTY
SATURDAY NITE, JIUNE 30
AT

1039 SO. MEYLER ST.
SAN PEDRO, CALIF,
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