MAX SHACHTMAN, Workers Party Candidate for. Mayor
of the City of New York, will speak at the following symposia:

IN JAMAICA—TUESDAY, Oct. 23, 8:30 P, M.—At the YMCA-—Miils
Hall, Parsons Boulevard, Jamaica, L. I

IN MANHATTAN—THURSDAY, Oct. 25, 3:00 P, M.—At Hunter College,
2 68th Street and Park Avenue

WE INVITE ALL OUR FRIENDS TO ATTEND

i
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A Matter of Reparations Coming Up!

Housing Crisis: Even Park

Benches Demed New York Vets

. By WALTER WEISS

* | e g H N

"One Hundred Veterans Ask to S_Icep in Park"
"Temporary Housing Units Proposed to Relieve Crisis"
"Housing Authority Accused of Laxity"

“"Housing Shortage Till 1947 Is Seen”

‘The above are recent head-
lines from New York papers
about the housing situation in
the world's greatest and rich-
est city.

“The most sensational story,
the. one about the veterams, was re-
leased recently by Mrs. Herbert L.
Carlebach, chairman of a committee
to find apartments for returning New
York officers.

Mrs. Carlebach actually ordered

twenty-five tents, on learning that
the families of several officers were
desperate enough to live in Central
Park. Howeyer, Robert Moses, Park
Commissioner, decided that Central
Park was not “available.” The dis-
grace to the eity would be too obvi-
ous out in the open there.
* Mrs.
squarely on the doorstep of govern-
ment officials, the same gentlemen
who always express such tender con-
cern for “our boys.”

“I'begged the Mayor in January to
do something. Now it is Sepiember,”
she said. “It. was his responsibility
and he has let us down. While tem-
porary housing is not at all ideal, I
cannot see, nntil real building gels
under way, where else people can
possibly live,”.. (New York Times,
September 28.)

+'The U. S, government has been as,

thoughttul of the veterans’ needs as
has the Mayor. The National Housing
Agency, supposed to take care of
veterans’ housing, has the power to

bujld new. homes for them—but no.

money. Congress has been so busy
_taking care of the big corporations
and abusing labor that it forgot to
provide a mere $18,000,000 requested
by the Housing Agency.

Mrs. Cgrlebach’s committee . has

5,000 familles waiting for apartments ,

and only three apartments to offer:
one furnigshed for $300 a month, two
unfurnished. for about $700 a month.

Carlebach laid the blame -

Even officers can't afford that. How
about privates? How about ordinary
workers?

One officer hif the nail right on the
head, when he said: “I thought the
housing shortage was a wartifme mea-
sure, but I guess it will go on until
there is a depression.”

“Good Neighbors”’
In Labor Camps
NEW YORK (WDL)-The miserable

'living conditions in camps of Mexi-

can railroad workers brought to this
country during the war, has prompted
the Workers Defense League to de-
mand an immediate investigation.
Reports of social service and'com-
munity agencies agree that these
Mexican workers' have been poorly
housed and fed, and have received
deficient medical care for which they
were steeply overcharged. In addi-
tion they have been theé victims of
social and economic exploitation.
“We suggest that the whole subject
of the living conditions of these mi-
gratory workers from Mexico be in-

vestigated by the Committee on Ed-'

ucation and Labor of the U. S, Sen-
ate,” wrote WDL Natl. Sec. Morris
Milgram in a letter to Sen. James E.
Murray, committee chairman, “We
were interested in trying to obtain-a
change in conditions so that these men
will no longer be herded togéther like
cattle and treated with less considera-
tion than animals when they are in-
jured or ill.”

The .letter alsé requested amend-

. ment of the railroad retirément act

to eénable the workers to get refunds
within the next few months. Without
such a provision most of the Mexicans
would never benefit from the heavy
deductions made from their low wages
under the act.

‘Prue. enbugh. Then some families
- will “be forced 1o double up, and
othars who now have half-way de-
cent flats will move into cold-water
apirtments or, as the Mayor's Com-
missioner of Housing stated, into
“buf)dings that have been closed.” '

The system of capitalist private
enterprise solves its food shortages
(as U, 8./ Secretary of Agricultuyre
Anderson recently admifted) by re-
dueing incomes so that latge sections
of the population can't afford to eat
much. It solves housing crises™ by
driving the working peoble into dan-
gerously overcrowded conditions—or
into ratholes.

'LA'G’S PROGRAM

What solution does La Guardia of-
feér—La Guardia, who boasts of the
cleanest, best, and most liberal ad-
ministration in the city’s history?

He persuaded the last session of
the siate legislature to do *“some-
thing”—but not, as you might think,
to ‘appropriate millions of surplus
funds for a greatly expanded public
houslng program, which would fur-
nish jobs for the unemployed and
homes for the homeless. No, he per-
suaded them to.grant some fax ex-
emption to the realty interests for
patohing up thousands of old apart-
ments that are so bad that even the
city government has been afraid to
permit them to be occupied!

Did the owners jump at this oppor-
tunity? Not at all—not -enough prof-
it in it. Under the law they could
charge only $8.00 a month per room
—$32 for a four-room apartment,

S0 ‘what does our “liberal”. Mayor
now propose as one step to easg the
crisis? Why, simply to pass a law that
will allow higher rents to the real
estate interests in order 'to “encour-

age” them to renovatel

Meanwhile, this same Mayor has

seen fit to abuse elevator operators

and other employees of these same
greedy interests for fighting to main-
tain their wages at about $30 a week.
La Guardia said that these workers
were endangering “public health and
safety” by not running the. elevators.
. Bven the blind can see that it is
the . Mayor and his real estate and

(Continued on page 2)

S LABOR’S FIGHT FOR
AND SECURITY!

Nationdlize Industry Under Control

Of Labor; Build A

By THE EDITORS

A wave of strikes has engulfed the whole nation. Thousands

of workers are how on the picket lines. Other hundreds of thou-

sands of wqunrs have taken or are now in the act of taking strike .

votes as a medlﬁ of strengthening their collective efforts against
the war-rich corporations and monopolies. From coast to coast.
in every important industrial center, labor is moving toward a
showdown withibig business in a fight for its elementary rights
and for economic security.

The strike of the Kelsey-Hayes workers was the opening shot
in this great campaign of American labor. In thdt case the work-
ers struck in defense of their fellow unionists who were ous‘hng
anti-union foremen from the plant.

In New York, the elevator employees went out on strike
against the reduction of their take-home pay when thezr hours
of labor were réduced.

0il workers over the entire country walked out in an effort to
enforce their demand for a thirty per cent increase in wages to
overcome. the elfects of a wage cut caused by the reductlon of
their work wee _

The New Ydrk dockers, at the time of this writing, are still

. out on strike for wage benefits and improvements m thelr work-
: I__l’ng conditions. *©

Textile workers in New J ersey and other parts of the nation
took strike action in behalf of their wage demands in a notori-
ously low—paymg industry.

The most:powerful union in the country, the UAW, is prepar-
ing the strike vote of its members at General Motors Corp. and
also of workers at Chrysler Motors. The UAW is spearheading
the demand for a blanket thirty per cent increase in wages for

.. all.auto-workers to make up fbr the drastic cut in wages suffered

by them. 1l
The metal workers:on the Paclﬁc Coast are alﬁ&-fbonmdermg

. taking a strike vote in the same kind of fight, while many inter-

national unions of the AFL.and CIO have placed before industry
demands for blanket wage increases.

CAUSE OF STRIKES

The, explanation for this wave of strikes is simple and has
one underlying cause: organized labor everywhere 1s attempting
to achieve security.

In some cases, the union strikes over fired committeemen, in
the knowledge that the union’s strength, and hence its ability to
achieve seeurity, is menaced by such actions. In the majority of
cases the issue is more directly one involving security, namely,
the demand for a decent living wage.

The most overwhelmingly popular demand, "52-for-40-or-
fight," dramatizes labor's case. Fifty-two hours' pay for forty
hours is not even a demand for an INCREASE in'pay. It is merely
a demand to MAINTAIN the take-home pay of the war years.
This take-home pay did not furnish any luxuries, either, as every
worker. knows, and as surprised and mismformed veterans are
fast finding out.

The big busmeSs__'press, that is, practically every metropoli-

Labor Party!

tan daily newspaper in the country, charges labor with being
irresponsible, endangering reconversion and balking full em-
ployment. The simple truth is that labor is striking to secure de-
cent wages. and security.

Labor has gone through four years of war. lf has puid iln
price for the war in the lives of the working class-youth, in the
long hours of teil, in worsened conditions of laber, the setting
aside of union gains of decades.

It has paid for the war in the form of the wage freeze, which. :

held the wages of the workers at a low point while the cost of
living soared to new heights.

It has paid for the war by being bound, by its leaders, to a
no-strike pledge which became an instrument for destroying the
labor movement. : R i '

THE WAR PROMISE

Labor was given a solemn promise by the late President

Roosevelt that in exchange for its sacrifices during the war, the
Little Steel formula would be abrogated and its wages increased.

“Nothing must interfere with the war effort” was the cry of -t_he' )
.Jabor leaders who had given their promise to the government in

Washington that they would keep the union movement in line
no matter how great were the provocations of big business.
What happened? The workers took thé long hours of labor,
the wage freeze, the mountmg living costs, the absence of effec-
ive price control, the black market, excessive war profits for

big business. They awaited V-E Day and V-J Day to receive wha.t.
they regarded as their due.

‘The war has ended but the game of cheatins ahd robbine: ¢

S Tl St

labor goes on.

A CONFESSION OF BANKRUPTCY

Big business, already sticking its swmlsh snunt into the $60
billion trough of tax refunds, has stated flatly that it cannot
grant a wage increase.

The big corporations, which have set aside billions of dollars
in so-called contingency funds, reserves, etc., cannot afford to
pay a living wage!

This is a confession of bankruptcy on the part of big business.

When big business says it is unable to pay a living wage or

to guarantee jobs to all'who are willing to work it means two
things:

1. An unwillingness to cut into its enormous profits and accu-
mulated wealth, which came from the sweat, toil and tears
of American labor and

2. An inability to operate industry under its vaunted system
of "free enterprise” on a basis which would guarantee
jobs for all and a living wage to all workers' families.

‘ The workers, however, are not interested in whether. or hc;:f.-
industry wants to part with some of its enormous profits or-to

provide jobs for all. The workers of this country know that the |

war has enriched the rich, given excessive war profits to indus-

try and finance, created new war millionaires and increased the

accumulated wealth of the capitalists in this country.
(Continued on page 4)

Oil Plants Seized to Protect Proﬁts .

By M. HOWARD
Last week the government showed

was an unreasonable demand! In-

stead they offered a measly fifteen.

more voled to follow if the com-

But here the government stepped
panies didn’t meet the union’s de-

in. Secretary of Labor Schwellenbach

itself once again firmly on the boss’
side. It ended the strike of 43,500 oil
workers by taking over the oil com-
panies, just when a quarter of a mil-
lion more members of the Oil Work-
ers International Union, CIO, had
voted to walk out if their demands
weren't met immediately.

The:. Oil' Workers' demands -are
very simple. They are being. made
by militant . workers all over the
country whose weekly take-home pay
has been. drastically lowered by cut-
backs' in hours. They want A THIR-
TY PER CENT. 'WAGE INCREASE.
They want FIFTY-TWO HOURS

.PAY FOR FORTY HOURS' WORK.

They want NO REDUCTION IN
TAKE-HOME PAY. Like everyone
-else, they need their wartime weekly
wage to cover a cost of living that
has had no cutbacks.

HOW THE GOVERNMENT ACTED

ThHe fourteen major oil companies
against which the union is striking
don’t see it that way. The oil com-
panies, whose ‘wartime profits soared
to 100 per cent more in 1944 than
they had been in 1939, after all taxes,
claimed that a wage raise represent-
ing LESS THAN THREE PER CENT

- .of the total value of their products

per cent raise—only half of the
original demand.

About 43,500 oil workers walked off
their jobs in protest. Some 250,000

mands immediately. They were using
the only weapon at their disposal to
force the companies to give them a
fair and necessary wage rgise,

Between 10:00 ahd 13:30 P. M.

Between 9:00 and 9:30 P. M.

Workers Party Election
‘Radio Broadcasts

: SUNDAY Ociober 21, '9:00-10: 00 P. M.
. gt ' STATJON WMCA—570 ON 'YOU DIAL
Max Shachtman speaks in symposium on the Platform’
4 .of the Workers. Party
-FRIDAY Oci'ober 26, 8:30-9:00 P. M.
+ STATION WHN—1050 ON YOUR DIAL
i Ma.x Shachtman speaks on the Workers Party Program
.of Jobs For All
SUNDAY October 28, 12:45-1:00 P. M.
STATION WQXE—ISS& ON YOUR DIAL
Max Shachtmg,n speaks on the Issues in the Elections

MONDAYS, October 15, 22, 29, November 5

STATION WNEW—1130 ON YOUR DIAL
Four-Minute Speeches by the Workers Party

SATURDAYS, October 20, 27, November 3

STATION WNEW—1130 ON YOUR DIAL
Four-Minute Speeches by the Workers Party

looked the situation over and pro-
posed that the strikers go back to

work on the basis of the fifteen per ’
-cent wage rise offered by the com-

panies—pending further negotiation
and arbitration of the remaining fif-
teen per cent.

The union accepted-~even though

it meant backing dowh on its origi-

nal demands and probably meéant
they ‘would never see the other fif-
teen per cent — but the companies
balked. It seems they had made the
fifteen ‘per cent offer only as a ma-
neuver and had no intention of giv-
ing even that much of a raise,

Schwellenbach, - his comprothisé

having failed to break the strike—
not because the strikers wouldn't' co-

operate, but because the companies °

wo_uldn’t play ball—broke the strike
ahyway. He recommended govern-:
ment seizure of the oil refineries to

President Truman;

The Navy took over the oil com-
pianies the next day, The Navy took
over for the government, but it -did
not take over to protect the umion,
or the strikers who had offered to
co-operate with it. Instead, it forced
the striking militants back to work

(Continued on page 2) |
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NEWS AND VIEWS

HE LABOR FRONT|

Iron Range PAC: Form Labor Part

HIBBING — Thursday evening, Sep-
tember_ 27, over 400 Iron Range dis-
triet CIO delegates jammed the Me-
morial Building's Little Theater. The
occasion was for the setting up of a
permanent Political Action Commit-
tee on the Mesabi Iron Range. Prin-
cipal speakers were' John Jacobsen,
regional director for the CIO-PAC;
Rodney Jacobson, state secretary-

treasurer -for the CIO; Henry Burk-.

hammer, district steel representative
for the CIO, and Earl Bester, chair-
man of the Eighth District PAC,
From labor leaders of such stand-
ing you would expect a constructive,
fighting program, wouldn't you? The
least we workers would -expect to
hear from Jacobsen, Jacobson, Burk-
hammer and Bester is two or three
' gyllables about an independent La-
bor Party in view of the fatal PAC
ééurse in the 1944 presidential elec-
tion. ‘But here is what Jacobsen, Ja-
cobson,* Burkhammer and Bester had
to say:
‘John M. Jacobsen: “The present
Congress has not passed one con-
structive piece of legislation. Please
write to your senators and congress-
men in behalf of the program of
legislation endorsed by ‘our CIO. This
" program is necessary to prevent wage
“cufbacks ahd mass unemployment.
“‘Blast the $25 weekly unemployment
bill out of the House Ways and Means
Committee; ‘urge’ your congressmen
‘to support the Murray Full Employ-
‘‘ment Act;" ‘get  Senator Ball to
change his mind about his (Ball-
Burton-Hatch) bill,” etc., ete.
. -Rodney Jacohson: “Labor’s right
““to . colleclive -bargaining is under
strong - attack in Washington. The
PAC is labor’s second front. The Ball-
,Burton-Hatch bill is an attempt by
"big employers to stifle labor during
‘the’ reconversion period. The -PAC is
_not a party-line organization, but
rather its purpose is to educate the
voting public by providing the facts,
figures and voting records of legis-
Jators. What could be more demo-
“’cratic?”

“Henry Burkhammer: “The miners
.were able to get as much as any la-
bor group (during the war) by peace-

_.ful arbitration.”

: Earl’ Bester: “Call on your mayors
_and other officials and ask them to
. pupport the CIO: legislative program.”

- The words of these labor “leaders”
~have a fair appearance, but oh, how
‘they do smell! Let's go over them to

‘~gee-what they mean.
: .John Jacobsen's Words: You are
- xight, John. The present Congress,

like the one before it and the one
before that, has not passed one con-
structive piece of legislation from the
viewpoint of .the trade unions and
the workers. You will remember how
the House of Representatives voted
down the Kilgore-Bill in 1944, The
Kilgore - /Bill, after being - watered
down considerably, would have guar-
anteed us workers up -to $25 a week
during two years  of reconversion.
Yet, less than two weeks later, if
memory serves correctly, this same
House that voted down the modified
Kilgore Bill, 188 to 54, jammed
tfhrough a measure by which big
business gets in refunds no less than
fwenty-eight BILLION dollars paid
to the  federal government out of
their fantastic war profits!

"But what do you say now, Mr. Ja-

One more thing, Rodney. You say
the PAC is not a party-line organ-
ization but that its purpose is “To

educate the voting public by provid-

ing the facts, figures and voting rec-
ords of legislators.” That's not: even
a new idea—all it boils down to is
Sam Gompers'. old slogan: “Reward
labor’s friends and punish its-ene-.
miies.” What in hell good:does it'do
us ‘workers to vote Shipstead "and
Ball out and then to vote Benson
and Humphreys in? We get the same
deal ' from all these -characters
(“friends of. labor” or not) once they
have' plumped themselves down-‘in
their congressional easy chairs.
Henry Burkhammer’s ‘Words: “The
miners were able to get as-much as
any labor group -(during the war)
by peaceful arbitration.” You, too,

Directors of Ford Motor Co.

-Land of Opportunity, or
You,Too, Can be President

"1:hereby resign the office of president....May | rec-
ommend ‘the appointment of my grandson, Henry Ford I,
as my successor.”—From letter of Henry Ford to Board of

cobsen—now that the labor vote, so
ably corralled by the PAC in the '44
elections, has been so .cynically and
persistently betrayed by the Presi-
dent, by the eighty-eight representa-
tives and the twelve senators that it
put into office? Do you say: “Work-
ers, we have been sold out by ‘The
Chief' and these other political quis-
lings. Now we will form our own in-
‘dépendent Labor Party and nominate
and -elect- our own candidates to of-
fice?” .
" Ne, J. M., you urge us to write to
reactionaries and labor - haters -like
the estimable Senator Ball, as if let-
ters from us would ecause him to drop
his own vicious anti-labor bill!
Rodney Jacobson’s . Words: You are
right, Rodney, old chap! Labor’s right
‘{0 ‘bargain collectively is indeed un-
der attack in Washington. But the
Ball-Burton-Haich Bill is only one
side of the attack. While you've got
your peepers glued to the BBH Bill,
Truman and his buddies are busy
helping Schwellenbach ‘“reorganize”
the Labor .Department. In the big
CIO oil workers' strike they as;ked
thé union to accept a temporary’ fif-
‘teen per cent wage bogst and .then
agree to accept in advance whatever
decision they might make in the case.

are right: My, = Burkhammer. The
United Steel Workers. did indeed . get
about as much as any other labor
group during the war! They .got
frozen wages and out-of-sight prices,
as any miner. on the Mesabi could
tell you in six short words.

“Peaceful arbitration” got us Roose-
velt's famous ‘“equality-of-sacrifice”
bhat on the ear; jt got us the no-strike
pledge so'the copporations could pile
up fabulous profits and yell “unpa-
triotic” every time we squirmed un-
der their heel and yelled for a wage
boost.

And the day the war ended, it got
us, loss of overtime pav and -loss of
jobs and taunis of “bums and loaf-
ers” by federal legislators, many of
them elected by the CIO-PAC-Labor
vote, when we asked for a measure-of
unemployment. .compensation.

But we workers might expect such
baloney from you, Henry. Any labor
“leader” who can solemnly speak at
a Rotarians!  meeting and tell these

business people how labor and capital -

can “cooperate” and promote class
peace and wonderful prosperity is ca-
pable of any folly. Just dttend a few
more gatherings 'of the Hibbing Ro-
tary, Henry, and you'll be telling’ us

that the head of U. S. Steel ought 'to °

sit with Phil Murray on the CIO
Executive Board,
~Earl Bester's>Werds: “Call on your

- mayors, ete.” It's funny how Jacob-

sen, Jacobson, Burkhammer and Bes-

ter. talk the' same nonsense! That's

what -happens when. you follow" the
official ' PAC :line laid down by Hill-
man, -Murtay, Behson & Co.
e
A Socialist Workei’s Words: Min-
ers! Steelworkers! All workers! We
workers are fighting' cutbacks, wage

- slashes, layoffs. ‘How can we fight
effectively without “a-.labor - party?

‘How can we fight the companies

‘when these so-called labor “leaders”
~follow such a fatal policy against our

interests? How can we win the 30-

+hour work week,-the guaranteed an-

nual wage, a 30 percent wage in-
crease, fixed price levels, without
holding political’ power, without be-
ing the. government itself?

Suppose you *lo§eé your. job' alto-
gether this wintér and have to go on
relief—can you ‘exist on such low
compensation and”high prices? ‘What
happens to the vets who are begin-
ning to stream’ back to ‘the-Range?
What are you going to live on next
year and the year after and the year
after? Are you going to continue to

vote for.the “friends of labor” in the.

two money parties after the betrayal
‘of the labor vote in the last election?
Are you goingto'take the old Hoover
days:lying down, go on WPA with-
out a protest, live from hand to mouth
until the bankers drag us into an-
other war when all around is Plenty
for All, & $5000 annual ‘income and a
30-hour work ,week possible for all
workers today in this country?

Independent  political action, and
.an.independent:labor party, alone can
start us on the right road fo peace
and plenty. The government is a po-
litical instrument used to club us
into line; how can we fight it with-
-out a political -instrument of our
own? President Truman “seizes” the
struck oil refineries. He pleads that
“reconversion and ‘troop ‘redeploy-
-ment” are ‘being “hindered by the
strike. 'That is- the same stuff we
heard from Roosevelt and the federal

agencies when ‘they broke strikes

.-all_through the war.

Wake up, Iren -Range workers!
The 'long sleep is over, the war is
over! .But the-class war .of capital
against labor is geing into high gear.
This, is ;one war_that we can't fight
without a Iaber party. '

Kelsey-Hayes Union Faces -lniunc_ﬁoh-

By LEE ROBERTS

. BETROIT, Oct. 7—A new assault-has
. been-made against the militant Kel-
sey-Hayes strike which started Au-
gust 23, . with the issuance of one_oi
“the most vicious anti-labor court in-
junétions’in the history of the Amer-
“iean' labor movement.
On Thursday, October 4, the Kel-
.. gey-Hayes Wheel Co. obtained an in-
‘Junction from the Wayne County
Cirenit, Court. ‘This order names spe-
cifically 200 individual strikers and
restrains them and anyone else from
“‘picketing; loitering at the plant gates,
| lsongregating across the street from
'th,e splant or anywhere in the vicin-
ity of the plant, standing at bus and
street. car stops, speaking to workers
‘entering . the _plant, and visiting em-
. .ployees at their homes.
" Phe injunction has been backed up
‘by about a hundred police—mounted
_police, patrolmen and commando po-
‘lice—who patrol the two plants of
" the company to ensure the safe and
“peaceful” entrance of the :200-0dd
employees who have returned to
work. Thus the workers learn' an-
other lesson in the role of the “im-
. partial” courts and police. _
Not one word of protest against
this dangerous precedent has come
“from the -official leadership of the
UAW, international or local. Two
:days. before the issuance of the' -
junetion, the ' Detroit News reported
-that “policer and international, UAW
‘officers -assured the workers (about
.00 of them) full protection from
aggressive: pickets.”
In a letter sent to Kelsey-Hayes

.aorkers, the international explained .
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and tried to justify its strike-break-
ing position: “As a result of the ejec-
tion of two foremen from the plant
by members of our union, thirteen
union men were discharged. The in-
ternational fought for their return
to work, even though such cases are
very embarrassing—because we do
not have the right to throw foremen
out. We cannot support your strike
because if we do so it means the in-
ternational is welehing on the agree-
ment to let the War Labor Board de-
cide the issue. If we support your
strike we are actually saying that we
will not accept any arbitration any-
.where, if we don't like the verdict.
It is impossible to. conduct a respon-
sible union on that basis.”
Such words one can expect to find
on the editorial pages of the anti-
“labor Detroit newspapers, which
have been whooping it up daily for
compulsory arbitration. The interna-
tional is merely repeating the lies
of the' companies and their press,

‘Shachtman Speaks
In Newark

Special to LABOR ACTION

‘Septéember 23 — An audience of
close to forty people heard Max
Shachtman, national secretary of the
Workers Party, give a penetrating
analysis of the nature of the Rus-
sian state and of its.intrigues in the
post-war world. Condemning Stalin-
ist imperialism, Shachtman asserted
that the foreceful introduction of na-
tionalized . property into such coun-
tries as Poland and Yugoslavia by no
means represented the spread of so-
cialism. “If it, is true, as the Socialist
Workers Party asserts, that the mere
existence of nationalized property is
sufficient grounds for labeling such
a country a workers' state, then one
would have to follow this argument
io its logical coneclusion and assert
that socialism can be introduced (as
.in Poland, etec.) not only WITHOUT
the aid of the working class, but also
-AGAINST them. We might as well
then take all the teachings of Marx,
Engels, Lenin and Trotsky and dis-
card them.”

For two hours after the talk ended,
the audience, at least a dozen of
whom are members.and sympathizers
of the SWP, plied the speaker with
question after question.

‘Several subs to LABOR ACTION
and all the copies of The New Course
that were on the Iliterature table
were sold. In addition, many signed
cards indicating their interest in fu-
ture meetings to be held by the

“Workers Party in Newark.

that this iﬂs’...’(a strike caused by the
ejection of 'a foreman from the plant.

COMPANY ‘TRICKERY

As was pointed out in LABOR
ACTION on October 1, the issue in
this strike is the protection of the
grievance procedure and the elected
representatives of the workers, The
Kelsey-Hayes workers realize this.
That is why they have been so de-
termined to stay out until their three
officers discharged by the company
(upheld by the WLB) are reinstated.
That is why they have defied the en-
tire UAW leadership time and time
again.

At a meeting of 2,000 Kelsey-Hayes
workers, called by the. international-
appointed administrator, -Percy Lle-
wellyn, September 29, the interna-
tional president, R. J. Thomas, ;was

greeted with boos and cat-calls and

an impromptu picket line; while the
appeals of Frankensteen and ‘Addes
were no more effective. Workers
shouted: “What are we paying these
‘pork choppers’ for?”

Just as during the war, all the
leadership could offer as a solution
to the workers' grievances was: “Go
back to your jobs and let us nego-
tiate your. grievances:with manage-
ment.”

Although not more than 200 work-

N.Y. Veterans--

(Continued from page 1)
banking friends (of course, he pre-
tends to attack them in his public

utterances), - who - endanger public
health and safety, year in and year.
out. 7 /
REPUBLOCRATS

Would William O'Dwyer, -Demo-
‘cratic-ALP candidate for Mayor, or
his. Republican-Liberal Party oppo-
nent, Judge Jonah J. Goldstein, do
any better? To be sure, they say bel-
ligerently, “The slums must go!” ‘But
not even their warmest supporters
claim that either of these capitalist
hacks will do more than continue
the “good government” program of
La Guardia.

As for any definite program on
housing (or on anything else of im-
portance), neither of these candi-
dates has one. They cannot have one,
for they are both tied fast to politi-

cal machines which -have countless

connections with the big realtors and
banks. N

(Further articles on New York
housing will appear in future isSues
of LABOR ACTION.)

ers have entered, the plant gates dur-
ing the past week, the.international
ran an ad in the Detroit papers of
- Oetober 6 saying: .-

., “Kelsey-Hayes Workers! The strike
is over. You .are instructed by .the
International Union, UAW-CIO, and
by the Kelsey-Hayes Unit of Local
174 to return .to work on your regu-
lar shift Monday.”

In addition fo the courts, police
and their own international leader-
ship, Kelsey-Hayes ‘workers have had
to contend with the tremendous pres-
-sure exerted upon them by the lock-
out of 40,000 Ford workers by the
Ford ‘Motor Co., which claimed that
the shutdown was necessary because

of unauthorized strikes in feeder .

plants, particularly Kelsey - Hayes.
The falseness of  this claim is re-
vealed by the:fact that, after only
200 out of 4,500 Kelsey-Hayes work-
ers returned to their jobs, Ford im-
mediately issued a notice to thou-
sands of their employees to report to
work in the “B™ building at the
Rouge plant and in the tractor divi-
sion at Highland Park.

Oil Strike--

{Continu_ed Arom page 1)
WITHOUT ANY KIND OF SETTLE-
MENT OF THEIR DEMANDS.

- The oil companies have refused to
negotiate or to submit to arbitration,
but the government is using force to

~‘keep union members from using -the

-only- weapon ‘at their disposal when
collective - bargaining breaks down—
the strike. :

It is just another story of the gov-
ernment playing a blatantly anti-
union role. Purely and simply, it is
protecting and maintaining company
profits. .One of the first things the
Navy did after the: White House an-
nouncement 'of the  seizure was to
‘hold a press conférence at which it
informed reporters that the men
would go back to work at their old
wages. But ‘under the seizure order
the companies, which brought on the
seizure by their non-cooperatipn, will
continue to operate the plants as be-
fore, and all their profits are guaran-
teed them.

Meanwhile the 300,000 oil workers
are left ‘holding the. bag, They've
been' sold out: by the government—
and so far they haven’t seen one pen-
ny of their perfectly reasonable 'de-
mand—one that-all- LABOR ACTION
readers should support—FIFTY-TWO

HOURS' PAY FOR FORTY HOURS'

WORK—NO'REDUCTION IN TAKE-

HOME PAY.

ran

By MARTIN HARVEY

"DETROIT, Sept. 25—The thin coating

of non-partisanship has just about
worn off in the Detroit municipal
elections in which Mayor Jeffries
and UAW Vice-President Richard T.
Frankensteen are running for mayor

of -Detroit.
In' recent issues of LABOR AC-

mesult

{TION it was pointed out that Frank- |

ensteen, although a union official,
represents capitalist politics ‘in- the
labor movement and that only the

“non-partisan” election laws of' De- :
troit which prohibit candidates from |

running on party tickets made it pos-

sible for 'Frankensteen to appear as

-an independent labor candidate.
-As'if to‘confirm our stand, the Dem-

T

‘ocratic Party of Wayne.County. (De- *
‘troit and ‘environs) ‘made it official. :

' Joseph Wisniewski, Deniocratic Coun-
.ty ¢hairman, announced xecently that

the six congressional district chair- |

men of Wayne County endorsed
"Frankensteen for mayor and were
giving him the full support of the
Democratic Party including use of
all Democratic ' headquarters. ' Wis-
niewski explained the move by say-
ing that “Frankensteen has always
been Democratic, and we know Jeff-
ries is not. Se naturally we would
" back Frankensteen.”

Jay G. Hayden, Washington corro-
spondent of the Detroit News, had

predicted this development a few

days earlier and stated that it would

.| Detroit’ Readers:

from Democratic ‘National
Chairman Robert E. Hannegan's-de-
sire to keep labor tied to the Demo-
cratic Party and to offset any dis-
satisfaction with Truman's policies.
Detroit Democrats, however, denied
that they had consulted with either

-ALLIED-PERSECUTION.OF :
" :EUROPE'S JEWS
SPEAKER—LOUISE BROWN
Sunday, Oct. 21—8:15 p.m.

_LABOR'S:STAKE! IN THE
DETROIT ELECTIONS
SPEAKER—MARTIN HARVEY
Sunday, Oct. . 28—8:15 pm.

WORKERS PARTY
HEADQUARTERS

3713 Gratiot

e e i

Hannegan or the national commit-
teeman from Michigan, - E. Cyril
Bevan.

TWEEDLEDEE-TWEEDLEDUM
Detroil Republicans who have been

the chief benefactors of the non-

partisan setup, immediately charged

ensteen vs. Jeffries

the Democrats with violating the city
charter and election laws but an-
nounced at the same fime’'that they
would back Jeffries.

That just about sums up the De-
troit municipal eléection: Democrat
Frankensteen against Republican Jeff-
ries. Another case of Tweedledee and
Tweedledum.

An incident reported from the CIO
‘Michigan:summer school finishes:the

~picture, Several CIO members wear-

ing Frankensteen 5w§a-ters were dis-
cussing the 'Detroit election. ‘Frank-

.ensteen's :election, they held, would

greatly - benefit labor. “Why if Dick °
becomes Mayor of Detroit, the next
step would be to run him in the
Democratic primaries for Senator or
Governor.”

While just a casual conversation,
this incident is very revealing. l"_l_'ank~
ensteen’s campaign is not helping to
further the idea of independent la-
bor political action.and a labor party.
It is doing the reverse. Workers who
support-Frankensteen, are-led-1o0-be-
lieve that they can expect gains for
Jabor from participating in capifalist
politics - and maneuvering -with cap-
italist parties. !

These misconceptions must be cast
aside if labor is to achieve its own
emancipation. The working class must
strike out on the road to independent
political action, independent of the
two capitalist parties. The working
class needs a labor party. It must
build one now.

Reader Is
Factually Wrong
Dear Editor:

In your September 10 issue of LA-
BOR ACTION, front page cover, you
have an article, “How They Lied
_About Pearl Harbor,” by E. Lund.

In the third paragraph you have
besmirched the good name of our late
President and you will not help your-
self with labor's rank and file by the
use of such journalism.

Your words, “...that establish that
the American government was steer-
ing.a course toward war as deliber-
ate and calculating as that of the
Japanese government,” is a gross mis-
statement.

Anybody knows, even the lowliest
but good union member, of which I
am one in good standing, standing
farthest down the line and getting
the least of all of hourly rates, even
he knew that Mr. Roosevelt was our
leader and running our government
as he saw fit all during the years he
was our Chief Executive, therefore,
naturally, to state that the “Amer-
ican government,” eic., etc., is an un-
gentlemanly, unkind, vicious and a
malicious mis-statement which re-
flects discredit on our late President.

If you do the correct thing, you
will apalogize to your readers in-an-
other issue for those gross and un-
just mis-statements.

; Your truly,
C. R. H,, Detroit.
.
Dear Brother H.:

LABOR ACTION has sought at all
times to give its readers the true
facts. ‘'Wherever we have erred, we
have been ever ready to apologize
and correct that .error. However, we
find no need.to retract or apologize
for the statements made in.the article

Readers of Labor Action
Take the Floor. ..

by Ernest Lund on the Pearl Harbor
Report. The, statements made in the
article are based upon the official re-
ports of the Army and Navy board of
investigation. e
We repeat: (1) Japanese-American
rivalry for control of the Pacific
dates back over thirty-five years. (2)
This rivalry is born out of the re-
spective economic needs of big busi-
ness in this country and in Japan.

*= (3) Both the Japanese and the Amer-

ican governments conducted their
military and naval preparations in
the Pacific since World War I with
an eye toward what both viewed as
a future inevitable war in the Pa-
‘cific. (4) The Japanese government
made use of Britain’s involvement in
the European war to conduct a policy
of expansion into Indo-China. (5)
The American government issued a
sharp protest and warning. (6) The
Japanese sent a special envoy to ne-
gotiate at Washington. (7) The Jap-
anese movement into Indo-China
continued. (8). The U. 8. Army and
Navy knew that it meant war and
asked to be given more time to pre-
pare. (9) Secretary of State Hull, in
consultiation -with Roosevelt, dis-
patched what has since come :to -be
known as’the ‘“altimatum,” demand-
ing that the Japanese withdraw...
or else. (10) .American Ambassador
Grew called this “the document that
touched  the ‘button that  started:the
war.” z

If these facts.“besmirch the good
name of our late President,” it is the
verdict of history and not' the result
of our saying so.

We do not seek to REELECT dis-
credit upon Roosevelt. We sé_ek open-
ly and frankly to state that Rooser
velt was the head of the government
and responsible for its policies and
has, therefore, discredited ‘himself as
a double-talking politician who spoke

about peace while taking steps that
were leading to war. The official doc- ¢
uments for the government verify
this. As time goes by, there will, no
doubt, be more evidence to establish
this fact further. .
You say, “...that Mr. Roosevelt
was our leader and running our gov-
ernment as he saw fit all during the
vears he was our Chief Executive.”
Exactly! But this is just what we ob-
ject'to. The German word for “lead-
er” is “Fuehrer.” We don’t want any
“leader” running the government as
HE sees fit. This principle of govern-
ment is becoming all too popular in
Washington, D. C. We counterpose
to it a government democratically
controlled by the . working people
who form the wvast majority of the
population—a: workers’ government,

A Correction— s
Situation Same

. Seattle, Wash.
Dear Sir: '

I beg to differ with you—in your
editorial of September 24 you state
that unemployment payments range
from $9.00 a week in North Carolina
to $19.61 in Michigan. The .state of
Washington pays $25 for twenty-six

. weeks. Inadequate as. it is, we.fought
“hard for it. You should know about
those things.
" Sincerely,
Sympathizer.
.

(Thanks for:the information. It is
clear, however, that nothing funda-
mental is changed.” Our position is
that this inadequacy is based on the
insufficient - payment of unemploy-
ment compensation and its. limited
character. No worker’s family can
live decently on $25 a week, nor is
the future .of labor guaranteed.by a
twenty-six week limit on payments.
—Ed.)

| ‘ Workers Party Fund Goes Oxrer'l'op l

The Workers .Party Building Fund went over the top.

The Workers Party staff has been increased by seven

The quotas set for all branches amounted to $5,000.
The total collected was $6,079.67.

It is interesting to note that many of those branches
that went over the top in this Fund Drive have been
branches that had 'an exceedingly heavy schedule of
local activities that involved large expenditures. Action
and hard work always bring a response—new members
and more money for further action. i

‘Special mention goes to Akron, Buffalo, Cleveland,
Boston, Detroit, Denver and Minnesota.

A’ few branches were just a little short. For some,
there are ,valid excuses. New York Local was a little
short on this drive but it raised in the same period over
$1,400 to finance the election campaign of Max .Shacht-
man for Mayor. Los Angeles, though a few dollars short,
had large expenses in its fight against Gerald L. K.
Smith. That branch financed,  wrote 'and published an
excellent pamphlet, “The Truth About Gerald Smith,”
which Wwas so effectively used in Los Angeles and De-
troit and throughout the: country.

The ' other localities (Philadelphia, Louisville "and
Seattle) that fell short should find out why this hap-
pened, especially in view of the fact that most of the
branches ‘did so well and the entire Drive went way
over the top. Chicago writes that although it didn't make
the deadline, the rest of its quota will be in by the end
of the week. ; .

The money raised has already been put to work. The
pamphlet “Socialism—The Hope of Humanity” 'by Max
Shachtman, will be printed and released for sale Mon-
day, October 15. This pamphlel is a speech by Max
Shachtman as candidate for Mayor of New York City
and is very suitable for national distribution. This pam-

"phlet has had two printings. The national edition is
twenty-four pages, well illustrated, carries the Workers
Party Program and sells for ten cents pber copy.

‘ A revi_sed and illustrated edition of “Plenty for All"
is now at the printer's and its publication date will be
announced in a few weeks. The book, “The Struggle for

Socialism—the Program of the Workers Party,”. by Max
Shachtman, will.be: published shortly. Its date of publi-
cation will also be announced soon.

additional .activists already.

- Our. next big j_ob is strengthening and expanding
LABOR ACTION. This week a special letter has gone
out to all LABOR ACTION subscribers asking their help
in this undertaking. (Also see story on page 3.) '

‘There:is much to be .done. The Workers Party .asks
all the friends of LABOR ACTION to help. The greatest’
‘help can come by joining the Workers Party in its ﬁ’,lil‘k.
JOIN THE WORKERS PARTY! =

" Paul Bern, Administrative -Secretary,

. ® °$5000 PARTY BUILDING FUND

. Total.Gash
“City -Sent
‘Akron $ -387.50
Baltimore ... et 3040
Boston  weosoc oo T 55.00
Buflalo .. ©1288.00
Chicago . 217.00
-Cleveland :220.00
Detroit . - 620.00
BeNVer: -ocoeouag e Lt T P °175.00
Los Angeles ... .. +856.17
Louisville - “106.00
Minnesota __ 55:00
Newark _.. 6.00
New York City ... _ 1,011.50
EIREON. ~oosocsampde e ,-2500
Philadelphia ______. . "--18-5:00
Reading .. : 100.00
Seattle . 18800
S Lol e T e
Streator ...._ B r -51}.00
San Francisco ... 693,
Syracuse ___.___. 10,

. Youngstown _______ e _-_ __- : ;ggg
National Office . . © 475.00

POTAE e e 2l S 13
PAUL BERN,
* Administrtive ‘Secretary

October 9, 1945,
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‘FOR THE UNEMPLOYED AND VETERANS:

1. Full unemployment insurance beginning

with $30 a week for single men and women and

- graduated upward for dependencies to all work-

- ers for whom government and industry do not

find jobs.

- 2. Absorption of all workers thrown into un-

- employment during reconversion by reduction

of the work-week with no reduction in weekly
take-home pay.

3. Two years' base pay grant to all demeo-

bilized veterans, with the option of trade school

.| ..and higher educational facilities at govemment

.| expense, guarantee of adequate family main-

| tenmance and guarantee of decent jobs. .

FOR THE ,P_()ST-WAR

4. A job fbr every worker with a guaranteed
sminimym  annual 'wage of $2,500 per year. A
xising standard of living, by means of govern-
.ment ,planning to insure the highest national
..prqdue}ion and income,

5. A guaranteed $5,000 annual income fo all
workers’ families by means of a planned rise in

WORKERS PARTY PROGRAM FOR ORGANIZED LABOR
IN THE RECONVERSION_.AND POST-WAR PERIOD

. $25,000. ceiling on total individual income, and

the national income and a thiriy-hour maxi-
mum work week.

THESE AIMS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH:

6. A $250 billion five-year program to pro-
vide decent housing for all, extensive public
works, rural electrification and modernization.

7. Conscription of all war industries; nation-
alization of the banks, big industrial monopolies
and -transporfation systems," and no handing
over of government-built and owned plants and
facilities to private ownership.

8. A 100 per cent tax on all war profits above
a five per cent maximum on invested capital; a

a graduated capital levy on all accumulated
wealth over $50,000 to cover war costs and pro-
vide post-war security for labor.

THIS PROGRAM TO BE CARRIED OUT BY:
9. Conirol of production by, democratically-
elected .workers’ committees.
10. An independent Labor Party and a work-
ers’ government.

Jindustry whoe wish to

tee charges that .the all-white

T

Pegler Incites Vels to Form
Hooligan Squads Against Labor

. Ordinarily, it would be best to ignore the bitter
anti-labor. utterings of Westbrook Pegler. The once
.-great sports writer turned columnist has justifiably
..eprned the scorn of the tens of millions of people
who work in ordeér to live because he has revealed
himself as a venomous and cowardly enemy of la-
-hor. From his fluent pen streams a torrent of pro-
seapitalist, aqti_-llabq'r opinions compounded of his
colossal. ignorance of history, economics, politics,
-ahd'_hi‘ghly-paid prejudices against the workers
"_a-_nd_the_ir economic and political organizations.
His sharp columns against the German fascists
-in 19386, which earned him a temporary reputation
. -as an anti-fascist, were not grounded in an under-
+ standing of the nature and function of fascism, but
was based on his ““sporting instincts” coupled wlth
car ‘fierce nationalism momentarily 'directed against
'-Germany and Hitler's conduct in the 1936 Olympics.
: He was never anti-fascist in the real meaning
of the term. Otherwise, it would be impossible to
..understand - how Pegler writes such reactionary,
pro-iascist filth that is now distributed ddily by
Hearst‘s ng Features. By training, environment
a.nd associations, Pegler is undoubtedly the out-
standmg prominent anti-labor journalist in the
country today. .

- BIG:BUSINESS SPOKESMAN
As a rule, we read his columns and pass on to
“the more important problems of the day. But on
~October 1, King Features syndicated a column writ-
ten by Pegler which is a challenge fo the whole
~labor movement and every worker in this country.
- Pegler, in his usually stupid way, paints a pic-
tnre of post-war America as a land where every-
one who wishes can obtain a job. What then, is
. wrong, asks the ignorant Connecticut squire?. The
labor unions maintain job control (!) for the pur-
_ poses of monopolization, collecting dues and assess-
ents from the workers and enriching union ireas-
u.ries. This.is a grave problem, according. to Begler,
dor the returning veterans who will want jobs but
il be prevented from obtaining them by the
pl;ims. The unions, says Pegler, will put into oper-
3 zat}on thelr “private armies” and hold the disorgan-
dzed qmd unarmed veierans at bay!
:Pegler then describes post-war America as a
-zlapd. in which the unions and the workers.profit
from the war, dominate jobs and wages and keep
.ithe financially poor industrialists, financiers, cor-
-«pgrations and monopolies in a state of terror and
-control. And thus we learn, too, that the profiteers
.in-this country are not the big businessmen, but
-the.workers.

INCITING THE VETS

After describing the inability of the veterans to
_.get Jobs because of the terrorization practiced by

the unions, Pegler says:

“Well, then, why won't the veterans meet force
with iorce anid psychelogical terror with methods
ithat.they learned in training and perfecled in the

“AWar?

“The answer is-that the union terrorisis were
‘~thinking far ‘ahead. .

“They are orgamxed and the .veterans are mot.

‘The unions have their general headquarters. The
3 veterans have none. .. ."”

‘But all is not lost according 1.0 Pegler. He con-
__cludes:

.“But surely, ;.men who fnught to. preserve the
* mation .against foreign enemies while the union
(7besses thrived, fattened and increased their politi-
cal power and their ireasuries at home, have as
“.much right to organize for battle as the unions
»hlwe and the right to go unmolested fo and from
Sawful ‘employment.”

This is a rallying cry to the ex-servicemen to

.-become anti-labor hooligans, to organize raiding
_ squads against labor, the “enemy at home.”
' Pegler does not comment about rising unem-
- ployment which is caused by failure of capitalism
;. and the capitalists to provide jobs for all and se-
o curity for the people.

Pegler does not say anything about the exces-

sive war profits of big business.

i LAU‘D& PROEITEERING
Pegler also says nothing about the fact that blg
& husmess dominates the country politically through
.+ a capitalist government in Washington which -has
. no time or desire to aid labor in this reconversion
s period because it is too busy giving tax refunds to
. industry and guaranteeing peacetime profits to it
. just.as it did-during the war.
zi#Pegler:has.no:room:in his:daily column to.men-

‘i tion the fact that one-third of the families in this

country lived on wages less than $1,000 a year dur-
ing the war years,

Pegler omits from his column the fact that the

.wages of the workers have been cut anywhere
from 15 to 45% since V-J Day while the cost of

liwing has remained the same or is mounting.
Pegler does not demand full employment for
everyone and a living wage.

-No, what he wants is jobs for veterans by
throwing all civilians out of jobs.

AN “ORDERLY” SOCIETY

In Pegler's mind, a good sociely, an orderly and
sane society is ope in which

-Big business is free to do as it pleases in. rob--
bing labor;

Big business earns as much profit as it can pos-
sibly squeeze out of the people;

Big business can set any prices it wishes on con-
sumer goods; TR

Big business must pay the lowest possible taxes,
no matter what its incomes and profits;

Tabor must pay as much as it is possible to take
from their meager wages, which must at all times
be left low;

Industry must have complete freedom ia ifs anti-
union campaigns;

Labor must be shorn of any rights to organize
and fight for higher wages, shorter hours a.pd im-
proved working conditions;

Government must serve only one purpose: de-
fend the rights of capital and hold labor at bay. ,

That is why his corrupted mentality can spew
out a column in a period of rising unemployment
and- general insecurity for the workers, with a call
for the veterans to organize. anti-labor “armies”
and give battle to the workers of this country.

FOR LABOR-VET_UNITY

Pegler does not advise the soldier to solidarize
himself with labor and ﬁght for jobs for all and
security.

Pegler does not denounce the industrialists for
their refusal to cut into their big profits and keep
the factories open to provide jobs for everyone

-who wants to work.

Pegler does not advocate a living wage ‘and
security.

With this column Pegler does announce where
he stands in the coming grave period of reconver-

sion. He stands with the most reactionary segments .

of big business against the labor movement and the
worker. He stands for proﬂts against security for
the people.

The labor movement must take mp this chal-
lenge. for the problem of the veteran is lndeed a
serious one. The soldier coming back from the
fighting fronts does not want to face Jjoblessness
and insecurity. He wants a right to work and se-

curity, But he can get that only by joining hands
.. with the labor movement with the workers of this
.country in.a struggle against the capitalists, whose

only. interests in society are profiis.
In labor’'s fight for jobs, living standards, high

. wages and security, it is carrying on the fight for
sthe veterans. But labor must do more than just that.

‘Labor must organize the veteran before he becomes
the prey of the reactionary, semi-faseist and faseist
organizations in this country,

Labor must organize a veleran’s ex-servicemen’s
organization to represent the best interests of the

-returning soldier and to .provide the means by

which his struggle will be a progressive one, The
labor movement must take the lead in welding a
common fighting front of all workers and soldiers,
who are themselves workers, in the interests of all
who toil.

That is the only way to meet the challenge of

-the Peglers, Gerald L. K. Smiths, Robert Reynolds
.and the Rev. Coughlins,

.pers were.

Oue -

The clashes between white and
Negro school children in Chicago,
Gary, Ind., and New York are merely
tentative sparks of the tension in race
relations. The book of Scripture says
that a little -child shall lead them.
But there is no doubt whatever that
in this case the children are. being
“led.”

.BEHIND THE YOUTH )

. In Chicago the number of white
children on strike is 1,200. Where did
these -youth learn to ‘undertake this
ORGANIZED hostility .to Negroes?
In Gary, most of the strikers’ parents
are members of an all-white Parents
and Teachers Assotiation which two
Yyears ago was refused atﬂha'tmn to
the National Parents and Teachers
Association because of its’ 1ac1al ba-
sis.

The Civil Liberties Ass'onilatlon of
Chicago states that the agitauon is
inspired by emplnyers Im the §t-eel
dﬁvide white
and -black  workers, particularly  in

*.view of the pending negollﬁt,igns over

wages in the mdqstry

The Gary Civil leertles Commit-
in-
spirers of the anti-Negro agitation in

Gary have been encouraged.by the

slow and indifferent response .of the
authorities. The principal of the
school involved in New York claims
that the stories in the New York pa-
“smears” and hopelessly
exaggerated the actual occurrences,
If even these statements are true,
they do not ifouch the root of the
guestion. That capital foments racial
strife to divide the workers is not
new, That in many areas the mu-
nicipal authorities either directly or
indirectly side with the whites

Anii-Negro School Stiked

against the Negroes is a fundamental
feature of the Negro problem.

Newspaper writers always havie ex-
aggerated incidents which they fhink
lend themselves to catching thie eye
and holding the attentmn o;f the
jaded reader.

What is important is that 1h15 ra-
cial flare-up is taking place fin the
two most imporiant and largest. cities

of the mation. Still more important

is the fact that observers of both
_areas have repeatedly in.the regént

‘period pointed to the growmg ten-

sions. One ‘of Chicago’s leading Ne-
gro citizens has stated cateégorically
to the press that everybody knows
that Chicago is heading toward a race
riot. There is once more to be ob-
served in New York the same
strained tensions which preceded the
outburst in the summer of 1943. Anti-
Negro agitators use this racial ten-
sion. They do not create it

NEGROES AND V-J DAY

In Harlem, for example, the de-
.meanor of the Negroes on -V-J Day
was strikmg in its sobriety, its uni-
versal recognition of the fact that a
-new period had begun . for Negroes.
Full of memories o8 the last war,. the
Negroes recognized .that the gains
they had made in industry were now
in jeopardy, that unemployment was
going to hit them, harder than all
other sections of the population, that
among the upheavals whlch the. poui
war period wonld bring, racial. clash-
es would take a high place. Behind
all this is the determination not to
put up with the old sltuatlon, to mo-
bilize all resources and ﬁght for the
_rights of dcmooraey.

Among the Negro youth in particu-
lar, except in the South, there is an

Bq? J R. Johndon
almost unanimous sentiment that
they will not tolerate being pushed
Around simply because they are Ne-
groes. The Civil Liberties Associa-
tion of New York reported a few
weeks ago that stories and protesis

dealing with racial discrimination ex-
ceeded all others in the press of the

. nation so far as civil liberties were

concerned. It is more than probable
that at least two books dealing with

the Negro question were among the -

~dozen hest sellers during the past two

years. The Negro question is not a
Southern guestion any more. Capi-
talism expanding for the war- has
multiplied and intensified all'its an-
tagonisms and contradictions.

LABOR'S URGENT TASK

To accuse capitalists of fomenting
anti-Negro agitation is not enough.
‘They are a.ble to do this because a
condition exists. Labor’s task is not
only to check the tricks and maneu-
wvers of capital and its fascistic agents,
Labor’s task is to remove the condi-
tion.

Labor’s task is to put an end to the
Negro question and this can be done
only by a complete reconstruction
-of American society—the same type
of reconstruction needed 1o abolish

.unemployment, the same type of re-

construction needed to 1lift the mil-
lions of poor farmers from rural isc-
lation and backwardness.

This reconstnwted society is so-
ciglism. ¥t may seem a far ery from
school children on strike to socialism,
It is not. These children, the coming
generation, , future citizens of New
York and Chicago, are merely ex-
pressmg in a h:ghly signlﬁcant and
symploma.tlc manner one of the
hea.vv curses with which they are
buidened by capitalism.

Workers Party T«

Special to LABOR ACTION |

HIBBING, Minn., Sept. 28 — Amer-
ican labor moved a step closer to the
independent Labor Party’-tonight as
a result of Albert Gates' speech in
Hibbing's: .Memorial Building. !To. a
militant audience of mine and rail-
road workers, the editor of LABOR
ACTION exposed the complete ina-
bility of the vaunted “free ‘enter-

‘prise” system to provide pea¢&time

jobs for all in this country.

Gates wielded a merciless scalpel.
With one deft stroke;he laid.:bare
Truman's double-dealing ,iri- sabotag- -
ing by means of a private memoran-
dum to his congressional whips the
$25 jobless pay bill that he publicly
“demanded.” He cut into ribbons the

so-called pro-labor “New Deal-FDR-

Truman” Administration. The role of
“The Chief’ as false prophet and
misleader of the American workers
assumed . disillusioning aspects as
Gates delved into the real meaning
of the fake “equality of sacrifice”—
no-strike pledge, Four Freedoms, At-
lantic Charter promises.

SOLUTION OF SOCIALISM

Summing up, Gates expla:ned that
socialism, productlon for the use of
the working masses instead of for
the profits of the capitalist crowd,

was the only real and lasting solu-
tion. “The first step that the workers
must take on that road,” he conelud-
ed, “is the formation of an indepen-
dent Labor Party. Against thHe organ-
ized financial and politicals strength

~of the bankers-and industrialists must

he pitted the organized economic and
_poii_tical power of the workers. It is
labor’s lack of an independént Labor
Party, that would nominate and elect
and CONTROL its own workers in
office, that forces it to take beating
after beating at the hands of the
small ‘but politically orgamzed rulmg
class.”

<.y A quéstionand-answer period fol-

“Jowed theu round of applause that
greeted Gates' final -fighting words.
A majority of the mine and railmad
workers present were readers ol LA-
BOR ACTION and they asked ques-
tions about the Workers Party (its
nature, program, strncture, etc.)
whieh Gates had outlined in his
speech.

On Tuesday evening, October 2,
Albert Gates, editor of LABOR AC-
TION, spoke in Akron on the sub-
ject, “How to Get Jobs for All," pre-
senting the 'reconversion and post-
war program of the Workers Party.

Gates analyzed the only two at-
tempts of the capitalist class to cqope
with the problem of unemp]oyment

ur

the so-called Full Employment Bill
and Henry Wallace’'s book, “Sixty
Million Jobs.” The “Full Employment
Bill,” which now ‘“guarantees every-
body - out of work the right to seek
a job if he can find one,” has been
acted upon by the House, said’ Gates,

. but no one knows when the Senate
~will act upon it.- And while Wallace
frankly recognizes the need for full

employment, he cannot point out the
way to achieve it, for he, too, is a
spokesman for capitalism and “free
enterprise.”

Comrade Gates then explained the
program of the Workers Party for
full employment. Permanent full em-

ployment with a guaranteed annual

wage and a guaranteed annual family
income can be achieved, said  Gates,
only by the workers themselves.
They must,break the ties with the

«capitalist parties and with the labor

leadership which itself is tied to the
capitalist régime and form an inde-
pendent Labor Party with a program

‘built on the needs of the workers.

Gates’. gpeech was warmly re-

ceived by Workers Party members
.and sympathizers who attended. In-

terest in and agreement with the
Workers Party program was shown
by the questions asked during the
question.period and by the generous

.contributions and sale of literature
at the close of the meeting,

@ In speaking, he lashes his 200 .pounds into a fury

| How Would You Handle
‘A Fascist Demagogue?

Gerald L. K. Smith is the one we are talking about.

tive fascism, the problem of j-c»bs for all, analyses of
the imperialist war, national politics, the Negro peo-
ple and the trade unions.

of shouting, hysterical denunciations, emotional ap-
_peals and vivid phrases, till he is bathed in sweat and
his enormous expenditum of energy has prevented the
hearer from remembermg that he is saying nothmg
at all.

@ In an interview, “Oh, I'm a rabble-rouser. Put that
down—a rabble-rouser." God made me a rabble-rouser.
God made me a rabble-rouser of and for Right. Bet-
ier spell that word nght with a capital R.”

® In strikes, “Industrialists found him dependable, If
a community was plagued with sit-down strikes,
Smith could go in with his gospel of Americanism
and old-time religion and get results that pleased
those who hired him....The CIO picketed ‘the meet-
ings,-then hisged and booed and tried to break them
up.” (American :Mercury, August, 1942.)

. ® What is this native American fascist doing today
as the United States faces one of:the most critical
periods in its history, the gigantic problems of re-
conversion, demobilization, unemployment, racial con-
flict?

. Fund.

. ® LABOR ACTION has brought to you the stories
of Smith's attempted invasion of the labor strong-

#® But day by day this news becomes more person-
ally important to all of us, and at the same time diffi-
cult to follow in the big daily papers without the
_anqusls from; labor’s point of view which is LABOR
'ACTION’s special function.

® That is why at this time you need LABOR ACTION
most. Whether you are a regular reader, a subscriber
or a casual reader, you can do something important.
Help LABOR ACTION increase its circulation so that
many more thousands of workers can be reached
weekly with the truth about the problems they face.

® SEND US YOUR CONTRIBUTION TO MAKE
. POSSIBLE LABOR ACTION’S EXPANSION! YOQU
CAN ASSURE LABOR ACTION'S FUTURE BY
ACTING BEFORE YOU LAY
THIS PAPER ASIDE! USE THE
FORM PRINTED BELOW,

I send. you he1ew11h e 4
for the Labor Action. Expansmng

I will ;send you .each .month i

V4 % | holds of Los Angeles and Detroit. LABOR ACTION $..—.. for the Labor Action
has reported on the energetic protests and picketing Expansion Fund.
N E x T w E E K H of Smith by members of the Workers Party and LA-
Workers Pa ”Y Manifesto on J]if})?emﬁ;E;I‘ION sympathizers and the trade union
Labor's Postwar Tasks : o Name
@ LABOR ACTION has exposed and .ahalyzed the HNam
® characteristics of the native fascists like Smith: rab-
. g s ' a g ble-rousing, Jewish and Negro baiting, pitting veteran
An_"lys's of the "Gig Five" Fiasco against organized worker, making radical promises, Addvess . . _ - ) -
in London big business’ backing, ete. B
® * @ LABOR ACTION brings you each week the most =
: A Special New York Election Page complete coverage from labor’s point of view of na- City ... Zone . __ State. . . __
5 : i i
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~between-Bevin and Eden,

hificant event.

By BRITANNICUS

Differences Between British J
Labor Gov't and Tories

‘The American liberals and, unfortunately, the
American workers too are looking on with puz-
zled eyes at the performance of the British Labor
or, as it sometimes calls itself, the British Social-
ist government. Bevin's first declaration ,earned
warm approval from Anthony Eden, Foreign Sec-

retary under Churchill. Sinée then we have seen:' °

1. The British government make an offer to
India which the. Indians cila.l:acteﬂze. and
rightly, as being no more ‘than what Churehlll
offered through Sir Stafford ‘Cripps.

2. We have seen British troops in Indo-
China fighting side by side with American and
Japanese troops against the attempt of the
Indo-Chinese to establish indepanﬂétiee.

3. We have seen Bevin, Byrnes and - Molo-
tov meet in a typical imperlsltst scra.mble,
the course of which it was impossihle to dis-
tinguish in what way Bevin, the sncla]lst ‘was
in any way different from. Eden,_ the conserva-
tive, or Byrnes and Molotov, the mp‘tesénta-
tives of their respective 1mpr.rla‘lisms ;
Bevin and some four hundred ether Englishmen

have replaced in Parliament some four hundred
other Englishmen who were members of the Con-
servative Party. It is true that this repiaéément is
the result of a tremendous upheaval among the
British people, a demand for socialism. But the -
actual change in personnel is extremely small

Take, for example, Bevin himself at the For-
eign Office. The American worker is accustomed
to Roosevelt or Truman or Byrnes makmg sweep-
ing changes at the State Department meg to
the spoils system in American gavernment a new
administration means large changes in personnel
or at .any rate many changes.

CIVIL SERVANT SYSTEM

- In Britain it is not so to anything like : the same
degree. The Foreign Secretary has a Ps;llameniary
Under Secretary who is a. member of Parliament.
Both of these therefore .are elected. But l:unning
the Foreign Office is a permanent Un.der Bzcmtary
of State. He is a civil servant, so many ,years of
service, so much a year, such and such sta‘@ns. Be-
low him are the heads of the various dqwhqenls
of the Foreign Office, all. civil servants. Ihey do
not change, whatever govemment comes...into
power. Bevin naturally will charpge his nwn ,spe-
cial advisers. But the established pmcedure of . the
Foreign Office goes on. It goes.on because lt is. the
instrument best fitted to perform its task.

What is this task? The foreign policy of .any
government is merely the continuation.abroad of
its home policy. In this case, the case of, Brltam,-
the policy is to preserve the British Empue
Churchill said very plainly that he had’ not be-
come the King's Minister to preside at-the liguida-
tion of the Empire. Bevin has no intention of
liguidating the Empire either. He theretore fits
into the system.

PRESERVING THE EMPIRE

First and foremost is the preservation. of ‘the
British control of India—hitherto source of:cheap
raw materials, field of investment for capital .and
milch-cow for interest on loans. made decades ago.
T'o hold India demands control of the Medlterra-
nean, Gibraltar at one end, Malta in uthe center and
Greece at the other; Palestme the Suez Canal ,and
the Gulf of Aden. That is the llfe-lme of. the Em-
pire, Churchlll would not tolerate . any mdepend~
ence for Greece. Bevin cannot tolerate: it either.
The Foreign Office holds all the threads of, British
intrigue in Greece. Bevin will only change the
Foreign Office if he intends, for instance, o free
India and therefore to abandon the nécessity of
controlling the road to Indla

The same with the African colomes the, West
Indies, with British Borneo and Smgapore ,and
Hong Kong. How then can he, despite his "mq;a]—
ism,” do anything but help suppress the Indo Chi-~
nese in their struggle for independence?’ One word
from him in their favor, one action to support
them, would unloose on his head not cnl_v st.rug-
gles' in the British colonies.

The whole upper staff of the civil service would
be in revolt. For all of these, or. mast.of them, are
dyed-in-the-wool Tories. The India Oﬂi'we would
be in revolt. But the chiel’s and upper 'Qﬂiqars of

‘the army and navy would bhe in revolt also; All of

them are men csrefully selected .and trained by
the British ruling class to protect. the Empire on
which for three centurles they have built up. their
way of life,

‘For Bevin to change the foreign policy of, Brit-
ain from the foreign policy of Churchil], means
first and foremost a revolution at home-—a -genu-
ine revolution, clearing out all the representatwes
of the old ruling class who infest the government.
Obviously he and Major Attlee and the rest, don’t
propose o do anything of the kind. Tt takes. revolu-
tionaries, men determined to change the old sygtem
root and branch, to build a new- Britam——and s0
have a new foreign policy.

DIFFERENCE BETWEEN BEVIN AND TORIES

And yet Bevin is not just another Eden. vHe
isn’'t because he sits where he. does, precisely -be-
cause the great.masses of the British jpeople want
a change, that drastic change .which Aftlee and
Bevin are incapable of giving . them, -The British

'people know, feel in their hnnes, that they canpot

live in the old way anyv lgmger. In addition, .they
feel that Churchill's pelicy . toward. Greece .was
wrong. They feel that India. aughi 1o be free. They
do not know preclsely how all. shis is. 1o .be-done,
but they do the hest they can--«they elgc; ;mem-
bers of a party who have always claimed that the
old system is wrong. That is the .vast difference

Nobody expected Eden to change the System.
Nobody expected Churchill to change .it, But tl;ey
expect and they are ready to support _serjous
changes by Attlee and Bevin. The failures of Att-
lee and Bevin therefore must lead to a serigus
examination by the British people of the founda-
tions of their system &nd a serious. way for them
to atfain .their desires. -For ~Churchill and sthe ~
Tories failing, Attlee and the Labor Party-re-~
mained.

But if these fail, then thc British people will
be faced with the alternative—continue to degen-
crale or take the matter into their own hands~—
factory committees, workers’ councils, a revﬂu- £
tionary party which will BEGIN by clearing ;
all representatives,of .the old order.: Thoughqneqln
and Eden.may .act alike,, \they. are; yastly different
because they represent different stages in the his-
torical development of .the .British people.: Thaiis :
why,-despite the crimes and subserviencé of Bevin,
the Labor victory at the polls was a great. and gig—
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U. S. Fascists
Cast Nets
For Veterans

By Shirley Lawrence

Demobilized and back home after the war, war vet-
‘erans are notoriously prey to deep discontent: many of
‘them cannot adapt themselves to civilian life. Even
when they get back to the old stream of things they are
‘often weary, restless, disappointed. There are those, too,
who carry back from the war a physical need for vio-
lence, a need they can no longer satisfy in the prosalc
existence of peacctlme

Our twelve million war veterans will constitute one
of the strongest political forces in this country. Nobody
is more aware of the tremendous power they represent
than the Nationalists of former Senator Robert R. Rey-
-nolds and Gerald L, K. Smith. They are making a strong
wid to get hold of some of that power.

Smith has organized two velerans’ organizations, the
Nationalist Veterans of World War II and the Commit-
tee of Veterans of World War IL. Smith’s line for these
groups is cleverly designed to appeal to the. veteran’s
.outrage at unemployment. You “have been virtually de-
seried by our people,” he tells them. You “belong to the
Lost Battalion.”

The big bait which Smith tosses out to veterans is a
proposal to get them at least $1,000 for a year or more
of service. .

The type of membership sought by native fascists is
indicated by the fact that George Vose, head of Smith's
veterans' outfits, is trying to recruit among the United
Sons of America, an offshoot of the Ku Klux Klan,

With the war over, everybody who is anybody. in the

fascist world of America is trying to get into the act."

Joe McWilliams, better known as Joe McNazi, is distrib-
uting a “Veterans Reconstruction Plan” in which he
ealls for gifts amounting to $7,800 for war veterans.

Veterans' organizations are booming. Anti-Semitic
Edward James Smythe, temporarily enjoying freedom
from the sedition trials, is coming out in the open with
his ‘Protestant War Veterans—no Catholics, Negroes or
Jews wanted. In Detroit and in the South, the Ku Klux
Klan is contacting ex-servicemen. The American Order
of Pafriots in Texas wants Gentiles only., Father Cough-
lin has run up the list of his San Sebastian Brigade to
400,000.

The native fascists hope to organize the veterans into

hoogdlum gangs for use against the labor movement. One

of Smith's associates, Homer Maertz, is already recruit- -

ing bands of terrorists, according to Eugene Segal of
Scripps-Howard. This unsavory character attended the
first national convention of the America First Party in
Detroit, August 29, 1944, where he presented a resolution
calling for the sterilization of all Jews in the United
States. He has definite connections with the Ku Klux
Klan and United Sons of America as well.

PATTERN OF NAZISM, FASCISM

What better way of aping ‘the pattern 'set down - ‘by
Hitler and Mussolini? In Ialy the first groups. founded
by ‘Mussolini in 1915 were soldiers, Fasci, and the Fasci
of 1919 were formed under the sign of “the spirit of the
trenches.” “Only unknown men can save the German
people,” Hitler declared, “but these unknown must
come from the front...they must come from the ranks
of thm who did their duty during the war.” And Ru-
“dolph Hess asserted: “The Third Reich was founded on
an idea that came from the trenches.”

Germany after the First World War offers the. bést
example of how a “war psychology” continued to pers
meate certain sections of the population, namely, the
unemployed veterans and opportunistic officers. - Thig
subsequently led to the suppression of the post-war reve
olutionary uprisings and later to the formation of Hit-

_ ler's storm troopers.

There were groups in Germany, the big mdustmal
magnates and military cliques; which wanted to exploit
these sentiments by giving the fascist gangs financial
backing and using them against the militant workers.
Thus the beginnings of the National Socialist Party of
Germany, founded by a troop of armed soldiers, which
later, as the S.A. (Sturmabteiling) became the basic
party core. )

Hitler's true political line was always directed against
the Jews, against “Jewish democracy,” “Jewish Marx-
ism,”" “Jewish world domination” and “international
finance.” American fascists are able pupils and run true
to form with their tirades against Jews and Negroes,

VETERANS AND JOBLESSNESS

According to a CIO pamphlet on “Substandard
Wages”: “Millions of returning soldiers will find that
work in private industry actually yields them less .in-
come’ than the Army did. A soldier with wife and two

- children now gets $128 in cash a month for them under
the Soldiers’ Allotment Act—plus of course, his own board
and keep.” We also read that veterans in large numbers
are collecting unemployment insurance of $20 undar the
famous GI Bill of Rights. They could get jobs, says a
representative of the War Manpower Commission, but
they “have a fantastic notion of what jobs are paying.”

More than anything the soldier seeks for some mean-
ing to his existence, some justification; he seeks to un-
derstand why wars are fought and how illusions are built
up concerning the outcome: why the fruits of wars are
more wars, why rivalries and conflicts flourish afterward
even among the so-called victors.

'A solution for him can be socialism, wherein equalliy
will really reign for the first time and wars among man-
‘kind will be wiped out, wherein workers will have their
own .government, cooperatively run their own economy.

In the United States, the most advanced of all coun-
tries productively, such a society is possible. It is the
“only way out of the chaos of future wars and future in-
security. It will truly mean the beginnings of a better
world. It will provide a solution to all the antagonisms
inherent in capitalist society: worker versus boss, black
versus white, Jew versus Gentile and worker versus vet-
eran. This is the only answer to the threat of fascism.

A .
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CARAVAN HALL

110 EAST 59TH STREET

Big Business Press Would Give

Free Speech for American Hitlers

‘By BEN HALL

DETROIT—If you own a newspaper and

want to learn how to help fascism, take:

your tip from the Detroit newspapers.

The press here rose in indignation after
the anti-fascist picket line thrown around
the public meeting called by Gerald L. K.
Smith. But their ire is directed not against
Smith and not agaimst the police who bru-
tally clubbed several CIO pickets, but
against the pickets themselves!

Briggs Loecal 212 carried the slogan,
“Drive the Fascist Rev., L. K. Smith out
of Detroit.” The Detroit News editorial-
izes against this slogan as follows:

“Those who deny freedom to others run
a grave risk of losing freedom for them-
selves and for all of us.”

Smith’s right of free speech must be
upheld, the News declares, and adds: “The
police were not merely justified but duty
bound in their use of force to oppose the
forcible efforts of pickets to prevent the
Smith meeting from being held.”

Remember . ..the News and other pa-
pers like it have been denouncing the Ger-

man - people for “permitting” Hitler to-

come to power! If we fo]low the advice
of the News we will permit fascists to
come to power in this country. Hitler’s rise
to power in Germany was facilitated by
capitalist newspapers just like the Detroit
News here. Like the News, these papers
misled the German people, taught the peo-
ple to remain defenseless against the
Brown Shirts and denounced attacks on
the Nazis. )
FOR WORKERS' DEFENSE GUARDS

Why did the union workers picket
Smith? Because he stands for fascism, for
anti-Semitism, for Jim Crow and for
smashing the labor movement. The anti-
fascist workers want to protect their own
democratic rights and they want to do so
NOW. They don’t want to wait until the
. fascists get so powerful and impudent
that THEY are prepared to initiate their
anti-working class violence and to break
up workers’ meetings, In 1943, the fascists
succeeded in organizing anti-Negro riots
which caused many deaths. That is enough.
We don’t want any more of that. If we
follow the advice of the News we will wait
until the fascists. reorganize and are ready

The pickets must not use force, says the
News. But the police MUST use force, it
continues. Why? Why are the police jus-
tified in cracking the heads of the pickets
in order to defend the fascists while the
anti-fascists are not justified in defending
themselves against the fascists?

Will the police defend the workers
against fascist violence? At his mass meet-
ing Smith said te the police in his hall:
“When you see that scum outside and these
citizens here in this hall, you know where
your interests lie.”

Smith believes that the police have
more in common with the fascists than
with the working people, He probably
reached this conclusion during the 1943
riots when not a single fascist was shot
by the police, while many Negroes were
killed by them.

The News helps the fascists. It would
give them time to organize and prepare.
It would mislead us into abandoning our
own self-defense.

The workers must not follow this ad-
vice. Instead the union movément must or-
ganize the self-defense of the working

to renew their violent attacks.

class through Workers' Defense Guards.

U. S. Workers Strike for Security--

(Oontinuod from page 1) ..

The workers also know that they
were unemployed before the war but
that they had jobs during the past
four years ONLY. because'the gov-
ernmEnt planned war production and
provided the jobs and the finances
for the purposes of world destruc-
tion.

FULL PRODUCTION FOR PEACE

What the workers want to know
now is, why, if all this was possible
during the war years, if full employ-

bl

a reality. The question immediately
arises, “Will the present government
accede to this demand?” A summary
of the record will show how much
labor can expect from Washington,

Throughout the war, the govern-
ment of the capitalist class has safe-
guarded and guaranteed profits and
private property and not the welfare
of the working people.

More than $47 golden billions were
reaped by the manufacturing corpo-
rations in the course of the war,

Labor endured long hours, the no-

PLANNED ECONOMY

"Berlin was getting: reody for the w:nier. Quickly. be-
for the earth froze over, shovel squods were -digging extra;
graves—for some 10,000 Berliners expected to die of hun-
ger and cold, or to commit suicide."—Time, October 1.

ment and production were possible
for the purposes of death and de-
struction, why can we not have’full
employment, high production and a
living wage in a period-ef peate? -

If industry, if private or so-called
“free enterprise,” cannof .providé, such
security . for the overwhelming ma-

jority of people,"then let the govern-

ment do what it did during the war.

Let the government plan produc-

tion for peace.

Let the government keep the fac-
tories which it built during the war
to produce airplanes, ships, bombs,
munitions, tanks and other - instru-
ments of destruction, and ‘operate
them for the purposes of peacetime
production to provide for the needs
of the people.

Let the government take over the
factories of the big corporations and
monopolies who confess their bank-
‘ruptey, who state plainly so that ev-
eryone can understand, that they can-
not guarantee jobs or a living wage

to the. people of the United States,.

and operate these plants.’
Let the unions, through committees

of workers, control production and

plan it in accordance with the needs
of the people.

Thus, the first step in the dlrection
of the economic securily and well-
being of the people will have been
taken.

The -nationalization of ‘big business
is an indicated step if planned pro-
duction with jobs for all is to become

strike pledge, high prnces the wage
freeze,

Industry during, the reconversion
period has the Bovernment-guaran-

" teed privilege 6f dipping into the $60

billions. of war taxes. The CIO has
estimated that each worker would
have to receive $18,000 to equal the
cushion the government has granfed
to industry.

Labor has not been guaranteed one
red cent during its period of recon-
version unemployment.

UNEMPLOYMENT COMPENSA-

TION:

The “25-for-26-weeks” bill—remem-
ber this $25 promise was the maxi-
mum!—has been scuttled. The Demo-
crats in the House Ways and Means
Committee permitted their poll-tax
Southern wing and the reactionary
Republicans whe would “bull-whip”
(in the expression of Rep. Knutson)
the unemployed into
hour jobs, to “pestpone indefinitely”
tlie! Kilgore bill after it had already
been gutted in the Senate.

TAXES:

After voting for hunger for the un-
employed, Congress turped immedi-

« * ately {o - consideration of removing
the tax burden from big business as

a punitive measure against striking
workers. Secretary of the Treasury
Vinson’s proposals, which still left a
heavy burden on workers' incomes,
are currently being modified so that
business will benefit still more.

30-cents-an- -

1t is not necessary that workers eat
for the system of private enterprise
to function, you see, but big business
must have some “ineentive”. in order
to produce. The proposed tax sched-
ule will guarantee that profits of in-
dustry will remain at the war-time
high—an average of $9 to $10 billion
per year!

MINIMUM WAGE:

There are still over 300,000 workers
in this great land of opportunity who
receive under 65 cents an hour, the
curreni minimum wage under -the
Fair - Labor Standards Act being 40
cents an hour, or the equivalent of
$800 a year. Yet the “maintenance
budget” estimated for a family of
four. for the .year 1945, according to
thecBureau of Lahor Statistics, is, af-
ter taxes, $1950! Sixty-five cents
would yield merely $1300. All odds
are that after the hearings take place

! in the Senate committee, the mini-

“muam wage propesal will be killed on
the floor.

HOUSING:

. Congress has done nothing on the
“broad and comprehensive” postwar
housing program- called for by Tru-
man. . It has, however, effectively
wrecked whatever OPA ceilings ex-
isted on building materials, so that
any low-cost housing program will be

. blocked. ¥
FULL EMPLOYMENT:

The Murray-Patman Full Employ-
ment bill was a testimony to the over-
whelming pressure of the working
people for a decent economic system
that would give people employment

.

good will, It did not guarantee jobs
for all. It did not provide any means,
through either government planning
or the necessary financial support, to
make jobs for all a possibility, All it
provided for, in a systematized form,
was a repetition of the goyernment
spending that characterized the New
Deal depression days. Now, as amend-
ed by the Senate, the Full Employ-
ment Bill is a vaster hoax than be-
fore, meaning all things to all people,
except full employment for the work-
ing class. The record of Truman and
Congress is unmistakable. This gov-

ernment, the spokesman and friend °

of private enterprise, will never na-
tionalize the giant monopolies. and
big corporations so that. produchon
can be planned, full employment ex-
ist and plenty for all be producgi__

THE LABOR PARTY- ;

That is why LABOR ACTION ad-
vocates the.formation by labor of a
labor party-to carry out the program
of nationalization 'of ‘industry and
workers’ contrcl of productlon.

Industry has declared ‘itself bank-
rupt when it refused to meet the de-
mands of labor for a living wage.
Congress has declared itself bankrupt
in its inability to intervene and  or-
ganize industry so -that full employ—
ment can be assured.

It is labor's turn now, Labor must
organize a party of its own, complete-
ly independent from the capitalist
parties of big business, the Democrats
and Republicans. Labor must send its
own representatives to Congress and
the White House, elected by labor,
with a program for labor, and respon-
sible to labor.

Brothers Under Skin, or What's in a Name?

“Eugene Reale, Italy’s new Ambassador to Poland, is a recent con-
vert to the Communist Party. He used to be a physician. He is being
assisted in Warsaw by Counts Soardi and Marchiori, both of whom
were -foundingw members of the Fascist Party."—Leigh White in the
Chicago Daily News, September 28.

in peace time as well as in war The
dissolving of depression unemploy-
ment into wartime peak employment
demonstrated that the United States
had the plants, the raw materials, the

-equipment, the skills. Everyone is

asking himself, “If we can have full
employment during wartime, why

, can’'t we have it during peacetime?”

However, the Full Employment Bill
was never more than a declaration of

Only then can labor meet the chal-
lenge of the industrial overlords and
show through national owmership of
the factories, mines and mills that it
is possible to have peace, prosperity
and plenty for all!

NATIONALIZE BIG BUSINESS
WITH WORKERS’ CONTROL OF
PRODUCTION!

FOR AN INDEPENDENT LABOR
PARTY NOW!

PRE-ELECTION

S

Britam Stirs
Arab-Jewish
Conflicts

By Jessie Kaaren

British submarines, troops and planes are being rushed
to Palestine as the Labor cabinet prepares to d#nnounce
the decision it has reached on the question of Jewish
immigration. According to Reuter dispatches, the White
Paper is to remain in force with a slight modification—
the admittance of 1,500 Jewish immigrants monthly mto
Palestine,

This offer was privately made to the Jewish Agency
for Palestine last August and was refused by them. There
is a report that Chaim Weizmann, that old friend of all
British governments, Tory or Labor, is about to resign
as president of the Jewish Agency in protest against this
new decision, The newspapers also report that President
Truman’s proposal to Prime Minister Attlee that 100,060
Jewish immigration certificates be issued immediately,
has been turned down, ;

LABOR CABINET FAILS

A few months before the Labor Party took power it
passed a resolution in favor of a Jewish Commonwealth
and it called on the then conservative British govern-
ment to fulfill certain demands which went even further
than the demands of the Zionists, namely that Trans-
iordania be returned to Palestine and that if necessary
the Arabs be asked to move out of Palestine.

And so the decision of the Labor government comes
as a betrayal to the conservative Zionists, labor Zionists,
the labor movement of Palestine, the Jewish gurvivors in
Europe .and many other people who greeted the coming
to power of the Labor Party as a hopeful omen of a
solution of the Jewish problem.

Nevertheless this action of the new govemment is
strictly in line with the policy defined by Attlee in his
first speech as Prime Minister. He made it ‘very <cleay
that the Labor statesmen would subordinate everythmg
to the job of hanging on to British imperialist conquest,
by their teeth if need be. Election promises hecamie a
luxury which they could not afford to fulflll once théy
took over Churchill's job.

It is important to understand that Palestine, small as
it is, occupies a tremendously important place in British
imperialist calculations. “Palestine is the most importsnt
security center of the entire Middle East and the area of
the Suez canal,” states an English newspaper quoting ‘a
Reuter’s report. “. . . in the future, neither Iraq nor
Egypt will be an essential or secure base  for Britlsh
military power in the Middle East. . . .

'One immediate consequence of this adjustment o!
Middle Eastern policy is that the British authorities will
have strong forces in Palestine this autumn, a situation
which is markedly different from any of the preifious
occasions when they had to deal with armed uptising or
other - trouble.. British labour leaders would like; of
course, to-achieve an agreed solution between Jewish,
Arab and British interests, but “the prospects of such
a- happy ending: are not rated high.” :

lMl'ERlALlSM DOM‘\IATES

: Why .are, the . Brltlsh so determined to stop Iurt-her
colomzatmn of Palestme" After the first world : wa!:;
they welcomed Jewish settlers and used them as an
anti-Arab .wedge, The answer lies in the fact. that-
wﬁh the industrialization of Palestine and the rise _f;a
militant working class, anti- -imperialism has becdmo
such an explosive force that the Jewish proletarian
movement must eventually fight for mdépendence for jts
own survival, Sooner or later this movement will make
a powerful alliance with the Arab proletariat.

The official excuse -for sending troops, submarlnes
and armaments is that they are needed to stop 1llega1
immigration and to “protect” the Jews and the Arabs
from one another. ‘Actually, no large scale immig: otlon
can be organized illegally and, if anything, the British
civil servants in Palestine are working overtime to fan
the flames of Arab-Jewish antagonism just as they did
during the 1936 riots. The Arab League is a body. of ‘top
officials organized by the British for no other funetion
than to spread anti-Semitism. “If there were no Jews | in
Palestine, they would have to be invented,” is the
common joke in the Middle East,

DEFEAT REACTIONARY POLICY

The Palestine labor movement is one of the mo,st
class conscious. If it were not for its fatal 'policy. .of
exclusiveness and condescension with regard to the
Arabs, it would already be in a position to call’ for a
show-down in the Middle East. But this is not the case
yet and its weakness plays into the hands of a ooalitlon
‘of British colonial servants and Arab feudal lords, Both
of whom are interested in maintaining the Arabs as a
peasant.class and keeping them in their present baokward
state.

President Truman. can afford to be “noble.” Amencan
imperialism rests on dollar diplomacy and not on Pphys-
ical control. By asking for enough. certificates to settle
the Jewish survivors now in the Displaced Persons camps
in the American-occupied territories, he is relieving pres-
sure ‘for immigration to America and he is securing the
friendship of 5,000,000 American Jews besides posing as
a democrat. A Reuter's report states that the British
have asked the United States to assume joint responsi-
bility over Palestine and that the President has refused.
America’s aim is to undermine British imperialism
everywhere,

There is danger that the present explosive situation
may degenerate into . Arab-Jewish clashes or into :in-
dividual acts of terrorism commiited by desperate ‘young
Jews. If, however, the Palestine labor movement. man-
ages under the pressure of an extreme situation to: brguk
the stranglehold which the conservative Zijonist leader-
ship exgrcises over it, and comes out openly for Arab-
Jewish unity in the common struggle for independence
from the British, they have a grand opportunity of win-
ning the fight. They would then have a weapon against
the “British more powerful than tanks,. aeroplanes or
bombs. In a struggle for independence against Briti y )
imperialism, they would get the support of the inter-
national working class.

—
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