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- TRUMAN OPPOSES LA
- TO MAINTAIN WAR TAKE-HOME PAY

President Waves
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Stick’’ In

Forelgn Policy

By MARY BELL

President Truman's Navy Day speech hailed by the reaction-
ary United States press with "At last we' ve got a foreign policy,”
is a continuation of the basic U. S. policy to dominate the world.
If Truman's speech is stronger than any of Roosevelt's war
speeches, it is because the United States has emerged from the
war unquestionably the supreme power in the world. If Truman's
speech is tougher with Russia than any of Roosevelt’s during the

; * war, it is because the war is over and the military necessity of

unity among the Allied nations is gone.

Obviously, Truman did not say openly that the U. S. is out to
dominate the world. That would be too much to stomach for the
little people who fought, sacrificed and died for what they were
told was democracy, freedom, security and international peace
and good will. But the circumstances in which the speech was

delivered and.a translation.-of
its abstractibns into their con-
crete meaning will prove our
contention.

A SHOW OF FORCE {
Speaking on Navy Day, ac-

companied by the display of a
huge flotilla of warships, Truman
‘bragged .that. “By.that day (V-J Day
—Ed.), ours was a sea power never
before equaled in the history of the
world,” He added: “In addition to
that naval power, we shall still have
one of the most powerful air forces
in the world. And just the other day,
so that on short notice we could mo-
. bilize a powerful and well egquipped
land, sea and air force, I asked the
Congress to adopt universal training.”

Later in his speech, the President
flourished the proud product of the
“arsenal of democracy”—the atomic
bomb. He will deign to discuss it with
Greatl Britain and Canada—not Rus-
sia, as yet—“But I emphasize again,
as I have before, that these discus-
sions will not be concerned with the
processes of manufacturing the atom-
ic bomb or any other insiruments of
war.”

The President stated that our huge
military forces were not designed for
war or conguest but for peace, and
that our possession of the atomic
bomb is “no threat to any nation.”
But this is precisely what Russia,
Britain and all the other lesser Allies
who .have defeated the “aggressor”
nations are saying as they, too, pre-
serve their military power and - em-
bark on programs of military train-
ing of youth, If all the Allies are
arming to preserve the peace—why
don't they disarm and truly ‘re-
nounce war as an instrument of in-
ternational policy”?

The ftruth is, of course, that the
war was not fought to end war, but
was a conlest between two sets of
imperialist nations. Now that one setl
has been subdued, the victors are be-
ginning to quarrel among themselves
over the booty and are beginning the
preparations for the next world war.

Else what is this huge armaments
race for? Against whom is it direct—
ed? Weren't the “eriminal, aggressor”
nations defeated by the “pcace-lov-
ing"” powers?

(Continged on page 2)

New York Electioh

Behind the
tCivil War”’
In China

By SAM ADAMS

The beginnings of warfare have
broken out between the government
forces of Chiang Kai-shek and the
“Communist” armies of the North,
Whether the present skirmishes will
develop into a full-scale civil war is
difficult to. determine at this time
since the dominant forces in China

‘are not the two coniending armies,

but two foreign powers, the United
States and Russia. These will decide
whether the time is ripe to test their
respective strengths and to deter-
mine who shall be dominant in China.

The struggle in China, reported as
a conflict over who will control the
North, actually reflects the rivalries
of the Big Three powers. Anyone who
believes that this struggle is a con-
flict between a reactionary Chinese
government and a “Communist” army
which seeks to change the social or-
der in China for the benefit of the
people will go astray.

The so-called Communist armies of
the Yenan are Stalinist armies, They
represent the interests of Stalinist
imperialism in that country inj the-
same way that the Stalinist parties
do in all other countries.

AFTER RUSSO-CHINESE TREATY

Shortly after the Japanese sur-
render, a Russo-Chinese treaty was
signed which recognized Chiang’s
sovereignty over the whole nation.
In exchange from this wholly gratui-
tous acknowledgment, Russia re-
ceived special concessions from Chi-
ang. After this treaty, negotiations
between Chungking and Yenan were
opened and a “basis of understand-
ing” was reported.

Why,* then, has the present civil
war broken out? It should be clear
that the “Communist” armies of Ye-
nan are not acting independently,
but reflect the policy of the Krem-
lin. They are at. war with Chiang

" (Continued on page 2)

Campaign Notes

As the New York election cam-
paign moved through its next to last
week, Workers Party Candidate Max
Shachtman delivered four fifteen-
minute radio speeches, over Stations
WNYC, WHN, WHOM and WQXR.

To our friends in New York and
elsewhere: Send a contribution to the
Workers Party Radio Fund, 114 W.
14th Street, New York 11, N. Y. The
money is needed, Having no capital-
ist backers, we depend on you. Show
your loyalty fe our working class
campaign in a concrete way, NOW ig
the time!

called major candidates (or, in other
words, the candidates of the capital-
ist parties), who continued to spent
most of their time shoutmg about
each other’s gangster associates,
Shachtman hammered away at the
real issues of this or any other elec-
tion in the present period of history:
PEACE and SECURITY.
®
" Again and again Shachiman asked,
what all workers are asking: If the
government could play full produoc-
tion and farnish jobs for all during
the war for purpeses of death and de-
struction, why can’t it plan in peace-
(Continued on page 2)-

-

The Fruits of Victory.'
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Workers Party Leads Again
In Oakland Picketing of Smith

By LARRY O’'CONNOR
Special Wire to LABOR ACTION

OAKLAND, Cal,, Oct. 29—Three thou-
sand shouting and singing pickets
hurled their defiance at Fascisi Ger-
ald L. K. Smith in front of Technical
High School here last night. Repre-
sentatives from labor unions, Negro,
Jewish and other minority groups,
political and youth organizations
filled the picket lines and thousands
of placards were borne overhead by
the marching anti-fascists. J

Smith had first announced that he

FASCIST SMITH

was going to speak at Odd Fellows
Hall in San Francisco as well as one
of the public schools in that city.
But the massed picket lines Wwhich

,greeted his appearance “in Los An--

geles and Deiroit and the labor
movement in San Francisco which
threaténed to ring Smith’s meetings
with picket lines, caused the Odd
Fellpows to cancel their meeting.

The San Francisco Board of Educa-
tion, by a vote of three to two, de-
cided to refuse him the facilities of
the city schools after a hearing at
which he was denounced as a scab-
herder, a fomenter of race hatred and
a fascist. )

The Payroll Guarantee Association
(formerly the Townsend Ham and
Egg organization, which is working
with Smith in California), now threat.
ens to impeach the three members of
the Han rancisco Board who
fused Smith speaking facilities. ‘The
istate law for alleged infractions, the
basis. on which  impeachment pro-

re-

ceedings have been instituted, give
the Board discretion to deny facili-
ties under their jurisdiction to or-
ganizations which “advocate the over-
ihrow of the government by force
and violence.”

SMITH MOVES TO OAKLAND

After being denied private and pub-
lic halls for his fascist meetings in
San Francisco, Smith prevailed on
the Oakland School Board to grant
him the use of Technical High School
of thdt city.

When the news of ' Smith’s meeting
in Qakland became known, the San

‘Francisco Bay Area Branch of the

‘Workers Party contacted other or-
ganizations for the purpose of form-
ing a joint anti-fascist movement to

picket his meeling. Some organiza-

tions like the National Association for
the Advancement of Colored People,
the" Socialist Workers Party and the
Alameda County Council of the CIO
stated that they would take no ac-
tion until the Coungil for Civic Unity
had decided what to do at their meet-
ing of Thursday night, October 25,
#Hhree days before Smith was sehed-
uled fo speak.

The Workers. Party representatwes

Mesabi Miners Face Big Wage Cut

- HIBBING Oct. 27—Hanging heavily over the heads of . Minne-

pointed out that while it was im-
portant to get the biggest possible
participation in the fight againgt
American fascism and that they would

‘gladly work with the many organiza-

tions represented on the Council for
Civic Unity, it was necessary io aet
in the case of the planned Smith
meeting.

Time being short, the Workers Parly
issued thousands of leaflets to work-
ers attending two great union mass
meetings that same Thursday night.
The leaflets called upon them to
picket Smith. Thousands eof leaflets
were also distributed to a strike meet-
ing of the East Bay Union of Ma-
chinists (CIO) on Saturday, and to
railroad workers and the Negro pop-
ulation of Oakland.

The response to this call by the
‘Workers Party was excellent. A mil-
itant but orderly picket line formed
in front of Smith's meeting. They
roundly booed the affair, shouting
such slogans as: Who Pays Smith is
Hitler's Ghost! Smith Today Means
Storm Troops Tomorrow! ..

At seven-thirty in the evening whén
the picket line was captained by a

(Continued -on page 2)

sota’s Iron Range miners are the sullen skies of approaching win-
ter and the certainty of hard times. The long, hard winter looms
up grimmer than ever because of the wage cuts brought about
by reduction of their work week to forty hours. Mine after mine
is cutting down to the five-day week, with cutbacks to three and

four days a week threatening

in some cases. Even at forty .

hours the take-home pay of
Mesabi Range miners will av-
erage about thirty dollars a
week—a paltry sum in view of
the sky-high cost of living.

Those miners who are not already
-swallowing  aspirin tablets to ease
their  “reconversion” headaches will

g

take to bed when the paymaster forks
over their new juvenile -size pay-
checks. Many of them will begin to
question the “brave new world,” the
“equalily of sacyifice,” the “Four
Freedoms” (especially freedom from
want) and the other easy promizey
made them by FDRE and the gt of
the politician-bankers before gnd af-
ter Pearl Harbor. You can't have a
“brave new world” on thirty dollars

OR’S DEMAND

Is Vague on Wage Increase:
ProposesNo Cut in Profits

By ALBERT GATES b

President Truman's radio address reciting the Administra-
tion's policy on wages was listened to by the whole nation. None
was so interested in this aspect of the government's domestic
policy as the workers of the country, for the problem of their
wages and standard of living is immediate and acute.

The end of the war found labor rewarded for its sacrifices
by mass layoffs and a drastic reduction of its wages. ‘But labor
is now on the march, fighting desperately to prevent further
slashes in its income and demanding in its counter-offensive wage
increases up to thirty per cent to make up for the great drop in
take-home pay. It is this offensive of labor which caused Presi-
dent Truman to treat the problem of wages in a public address

to the nation.

The President’s speech was both an acknowledgment of the

SKF Picket
Lines Hold
Firm!

PHILADELPHIA — “The line yielded
like rubber, without breaking. Then,
like rubber, it snapped back, bounc-

ing policemen in all directions.” Those '

are the words a Philadelphia Rec-
ord reporter used 1o describe the
answer an aroused labor movement
gave lo over 200+ club swinging po-
lice, trying to smash the mass CIO
picket line at the SKF ball bearing
plant here.

The SKF plant was struck on Sept.
27th, when Local 2898 of the Steel-
workers Union charged that company
refusal to settle hundreds of griev-
ances was part of a campaign to,
bust the Union.

As the strike mdved towards the
end of its first month without any
break in the spirit of determination of
the union, the company, last week,
ealled on the police to go to work on
the union. Up until then, the SKF
hosses had hoped that the discredited
company union might be able to’
start a back-to-work movement. This
group had tied up the union's funds
in a court case, but the company
union efforts in behalf of the SKF
multi-millionaires had accomplished
nothing.

POLICE SWING CLUBS

So, en October 23rd, the company
made its next move. An agreement
with the union, to which the police
were also party, provided that cer-
tain top company officials could en-
ter the plant. But on this day, as the
lines parted to permit these officials
to enter, other cars carrying office
workers swooped in to follow and as
they did, police clubs started flail-
ing. Under the expected barrage, the
weaponless pickets fell back. Two of
them, Gerald P. Kennedy, financial

isecretary of the striking local and

William Riley, a discharged war vele-
ran, were badly banged up from
blows on the head, face and chest.
The steel workers immediately sent
out word to other CIO unions in the
area and the following morning a
great cheer went out from the throats
of the steel worker pickets 3s up the
street with banners streaming,
marched a hundred helmeted ship-
yard workers from Local 1, the big

(Continued on page 4)

2 week—not with eggs at slxty—three
cents a dozen and butter at fifty-five
cenis a pound.

Such, then, are the facts—fat prof-
its and tax refunds for ‘big business:
wage cuts for the workers. Guaran-
teed cost-plus for du Pont, Rockefel-
ler, Ford and their corporation kin;
insecurity, ‘peon paychecks and job-
lessness for those who toil. But the
facts alone, as the Range miners
know, neither buy the groceries nor
pay the landlord.

'T'he big aueshsu ihey, like all
: “HOW can we
e".d thxo :ntolerable condition and
achieve the job security at'a guaran-
teed annual wage, the thirty-hour

week, the real pension at fifty years

_try has not been paying labor its -

o~

justness of the demands of the
workers and an evasion of any
concrete proposals which could
immediately alleviate the suf-
ferings of millions of workers .
brought about by the lack of a
plan and program by the Adminis-
tration to meet the post-war and re-
conversion period. -
Thus the speech also was an admis-
sion of a tremendous failure on the
part of a government which planned | '
for war but could not plan for peace.
The President, in justifying his
general position that labor deserves
an increase in wages, pointed out that
.:lreddy tht‘re has bcen a dle_clme 0{ i
"to the workers. This is creating, he’
stated, great hardships for the work-"
ers. To overcome this slash in the
workers' income he proposed “that
wage increases be permltted in three
categories:
1. Cases in which the percenta.ge of '
increase in average straight-time
hourly earnings since January, 1941,
did not match the increase in the cost
of living.
2. Cases of inequalities among
plants in the same industry in the
same locality, in conditions of nor-
mal competition, :
3. Cases necessary to insure full
production in an indusiry designated
by the Stabilisatwn Administration
as rleeessary for reconverslon and
where existing wage rates are inade-
guate to recruit manpower.
This is presumably an executive
order. But it is really a statement to - .
the effect that the overwhelming ma- . . .
jority of the workers in this country ..
have been and are being cheated of
their just earnings. In all three cate- .’
gories it is acknowledged that indus-.

full wages.

CASE FOR INCREASES

President Truman outlined five
reasons why wage increases, K can be:
given by industry. They uphold ev=
ery argument of the labor movement
at the same time that they indict the
President's evasions in his wage
speech. The five reasons given are:

1. Reduction in per hour laber
costs by the elimination of time and
a half for overtime.

2. Increase in the number of peo-
ple needing jobs. .

3. Increased output per man hour. :

4. The very favorable profit posi-
tion of business. !

5. Prospective elimination of the
excess profits tax.

Having endorsed Iabors demands
for wage increases and having con-

(Continued on page 2)

of age, the stable prices and. other
reasonable conditions that can so
easily be provided for every worker .
in this vastly rich country?”

THE NEW FORMULA

It is becoming clear to Range
miners, as to workers thréughout the
country, that a new formula, a new
plan, is necessary. Neither indepen-
dent union action on ‘the- wage ﬁeld
nor so-called “political action” of the
CIO-PAC brand will suffice, Fighting
for wage gaing is neegssary and jus-
tified, but inadeguste. Let the -steel
wotkers win their $2.00 a day wage
increase and the stee] trust ups, the:
price of basic iron $6.00 a ton.: ‘Sinee.

(Continued on page 4)
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LABOR ACTION

The Case for the 307 Wage Increase

By SUSAN GREEN

The unions have backed up their demands for wage increases
by their own unbeatable statistics. But that's not all. The figures
of the economists of the Office of Reconversion. also. support the
unions—at least to the extent of eighty per cent of their de-
mands. These economists have published figures which prove that

industry can grant wage: raises of TWENTY-FOUR' PER CENT and

. still make $4,800,000,000 profits in 1946, which is more than twice
as much as the pre-war average and almost as much as in the

‘war year 1942.

3

At the same time these: government économists show that
average take-home pay has FALLEN TWENTY-EIGHT PER CENT
‘below April of this year and that, after tax deductions for 1946,
the worker's average purchasing power will be TEN PER CENT
LOWER than what his wages could buy in: January, 1947.

This actual lowered standard of living is bringing more and
more workers into the fight for maintenance of take-home pay

at wartime levels.

The vote of the UAW wozrkers of General Motora, 6 to 1, for
a strike in.case their demand for a thirty per eent increase is not
met has brought to a crux the war of wages-prices-profits be-
tween the Auto Workers and this cglossus of industry. With
each; encounter between the union and the company, on the air;

in the press or in reported con-
ferences, the strength and pro-
gressiveness of the union’s po-
sition is emphasized against the
untenably reactionary and pro-
fit-bound position of the com-
pany; whese stockholders have. in the
last nine years received dividends of
one:hundred and forty-five per cent
on, investment,

The same is true of the bitter con-
troversy. between the giant United,
States Steel Coip. and the Steel
. Workers who have made a demand
for- a $2.00-a-day. wage raise — the
spme steel workers. who even dyring
the. war were go;ng into the red each
week because wages did not meet a
minimum budget.

- Another large group of workers to
join battle with their profit-bloated
employers, are the electrical workers,
. comprising 170,000 in General Elec-
trig, 100,000 in Westinghouse, 30,000
in General Motors electric divisions,
etc. The demand of the United Elec-
trical, Radio. & Machine Workers is
that of steel, for a $2.00-a-day boost
in wages to make up for cuts in take-
home due to shorter hours, down-
grading, etc.

OVER-ALL FIGHT
Pushed by the determination of the
0)‘.9 rank and file not to be left hold-
the postwar bag, union officials
h&w placed, the wage fight in its
proper relationship to the whole post-
war. problem. In the first place, the

-BUSINESS MANAGER'S

PRESS A

workers are determined to break the
vicious circle by which wage in-
creases are passed off by corporations
in. higher prices, thus at leasi partly
nullifying the wage increases. In the
second place, the unions are treating
their demands for higher. wage levels
to. sustain worker purchasing power
as: an absoluiely, necessary measure
toward full employment.

Union facts and figures leave the
industrial barons without a leg to
stand on. Indeed the unions have such
great confidence in their position that
in a nationwide radio broadeast, Wal-
‘ter P. Reuther, vice-president of the
UAW, threw down the challenge to
the corporation that if it can prove
in public that the‘union's demand for
a: thirty per cent wage boost is'un-
sound, the unjon will retreat from its
demand!

The reader will recall that the un-
ion's statistics show that, ' allowing
for the thirty per cent wage ingrease
demanded as well as for a ten per
cent advance in material costs, the

corporajion can not only net more

profils but can actually. reduce the
price of cars!

However, with lypical capitalist ar-
rogance, GM declares that prices and
profits are none of the unjon’s busi-
ness, nor anybody's business except

that of the industrial -overlords: who-

own GM. As the struggle becomes
more intense; it is, increasingly clear
that GM has no interest in real col-
lective bargaining on the issues, but
is bent on forcing. the workers out

’TION

Sunday night the New York Elec-
tion* Campaign Committee had the
best dance and affair that we have
been to in years gnd years. A bang-
up musical show was put on entitled
“On To City Hall"! Fun was had by
all.

I don’t have space to go on and on,
but there is one song from this mugi-
cal that belongs in this column. It's
a song dedicated to our many aciwe,
energetic LABOR ACTION boosters.

" Here it is:

JOHNNY PLUGALONG

Now Johnny, Plugalong, is a fellow

fine and strong '

And a comrade good and true.

And he gives-the best he has, when’

he's fighting. for his class

He's the guy for me and you,

* *® L

And whenever there is work for us
to do
Our Johnny's always ready, he's the
best 'in the crew-
Selling papers
Making speeches
Fighting off the Sfalin leeches
On the Picket line a wonder
Bosses fear- him like the thunder
* * »
Johnny’s always on the spot
Johnny's always on the dot
Johnnjz s givlng everfthing he’s got
. CHORUS:
- So here’s three cheers for Johnny

Plugalong, Plugalong, Plugalong

Johnny Plugalong, Plugalong,

Plugalong, Hey

Johnny Plugalong, Plugalong

To Johnny Plugalong

We dedicate this song.

He's the best man of us all, Hey.

There is a second yerse also; Soon
all the songs, w1l] be complled with
the musie.

One of our LABOR' ACTION -John-
ny Plugalongs from Minnesota writes:

“It is now snowing to beat hell and
the wind she blows! To continue: I
am being as active as'I can find time
to, be. I mail out copies of LA. . . .
During noon hours T distribute cop-
ies to miners. . . . It is almost ‘never
that I see' one discarded:...And I
talk, talk, talk, until sometimes I won-
der why some of these guys don't
whack me on the noggin ..."

Well, Johnny, we notice- they not
only don't whack you on the noggin
but that they do buy subscriptions
from you.

This week we received 51 new sub-
soriptions.

As you can see lack of:'space pre-
vents us from priniting the entire list.

HOW ABOUT - SUBSCRIBING
NOW? HOW- ABOUT EACH WORK-
ERS PARTY MEMBER SENDING
TS A NEW: SUB A WEEK.

LABOR ACTION must grow and
expand. Help us! Use the form printed
below.

SUBSCRIBE NOW TO—
LABOR ACTION

114 West 14th Street, New York 11, N. Y.

ZONE.

STATE

Subscrlptlon -Price:
1 year, 60c—6 mos., 35¢
Manhattan, Bronx and Foreign:
. 1 year, 15¢—6 mos., 40c

‘oo Tor LABOR ACTION to be apphed as-follows:
Subscription $

Contribution $.

—BY PAUL BERN ——}

on strike. The union claims GM
wants “a strike so they may turn it
into a springboard for anti-labor legis-
lation in. Congress.” This is undoubt-
edly the case.

Unwilling to yield' to the workers
on' their ® irrefutable demands, the
corporation is’ spending millions on
propaganda Full-page advertisements
are run to gain support for GM:
Eres:dent Wilson’s plan to have Conr
gress increase the work week to for-
ty-five hours instead of the legal: for-
ty. According to the ads, this plan
“wounld be: good: for the working man,
good for the employer, good for the.
farmer, good’ for the professional
man; good for the housewife — good
Jfor America”—no less!

GM, STEEL PROFITEER

‘So shockingly reactionary is this
proposition that even the writers for
the capitalist press, despite receiving
huge fees for GM advertisements, are
constrained to condemn it. The finan-
cial page of the Washington Post
points out the obvious, that GM's
plan would cut jobs; and the finan-

cial editor of the New York Times
thinks GM’'s idea “unsound.” Do the
GM moguls really think they can get
“public opinion” behind a scheme
that will take bread out of the mouths
of millions of returning soldiers and
other workers wanting jobs?

.Better beware; you lying auto and:
steel barons, lest: workers ask: If it
is: true that the giants of industry
cannot: pay us a decent wage and
cannot even keep themselves out of
the red, why don’t: we throw. them
ont as:a lot of reactionary bankrupts,
and: take control nf production our-
selves?

The low-down: is that corporations,
fattening on steadily advancing war
profits, don’t want any interruptions.
“What is all tHis nonsense. abpui
wage rates fto maintain take-home

pay and the workers” standard of liv-

ing? And what is this unheard-of de-
mand not to raise prices and pass
wage increases on tg the consumer?
Aren’t we, the industrial masters, the
ones to determine all that?”

The workers have answered an em-
phatic “No!” to that question.

Election Notes - -

(Continued from page 1)~ «
time for security and a decent stan-
dard of living?

If the government could spend $100
billion a year for war purposes, why
not half that much now for decent
housing, parks, schools, hospitals and
medical care?

N

During a radio forum on October
21, Newbold Morris, Mayor LaGuar-
dia’s handpicked candidate, was
forced to admit that Shachtman's
speech had sounded very ‘“compell-
ing.” But let's get down to earth, let’s
be practical, said Morris. We're liv-
ing under capitalism, so where (he
demanded) is the money coming
from?

In his radio speeches during the fol-
lowing week, Shachtman met this
challenge head-on.

During the war, he said, the govern-
ment could demand and take the very
lives of all the younger men.
could regulate the wages, hours, and
even eating habits of the rest of us.
It could gugraniee the highest cor-
‘poration profits in history.

The Workers Party proposes: Let
the government nationalize (take
over) the huge monopolies and run
them full blast under workers' con-
‘trol.
production, full employment, a guar-
anteed anual wage, and plenty for all.

Can it be, demanded the Workers
Party candidate, that the mongpolies
and their profits are more sacred than
the lives of the people?

Even as the capitalist Congress was:
about to push through an almost un-
believable program of tax ‘relief”
for the corporations and the rich,
Shachtman called for the following
program:

(1) A 100 per cent tax on all the
blood-soaked profits;
(). A limit of $25,000.

($500- a week) on incomes;

(3) A graduated capital levy—a
tax on-all accumulated wealth over:
$50;000,

a - year

- ® A
But who believes that the present

It

That is the road towards, full’

government or any other capitalist
government will either tax the rich
or nationalize the monopohes‘?

If 1he govemment will not take the
necessary steps for- full production
and employment tﬁe it confesses its
bankruptey, said Shéchtman It is a
“good government” for destruction
and for profits, but ‘it is useless for
insuring peace and human welfare.
It is a “good goverhment” for the
capitalists, but not'for the workers
and the ﬂverwhelmihg ma;urlty of the
people.

Speaking over WQKE Shachtman.

summarized the chahwter of present-
day capitalism’ in" bhg following mem-
orable words: Ca’pita_iism works very
well only to kill and maim. It's- at its
best when it’s at-its worst.

The capitalists and’their politicians
say that socialism isn’t practical. For
the working people, experience has
taught by unanswerable lessons of
war and unemployment that it's real-
ly the capitalist system which is no
longer practical.

ok 17 T R | o :
Any worker who votes. for capi-
talist candidates, a capitalist govern-

ment, and the' capitalist system is
wasting his vote. This is equally true

in a city, state, or national election.

Labor needs ifs-own party, its own
candidates, and its own program.

If you agree with us on this, be suré
to. vote for Max Shachtman, candi-
date of the Work?rs Party, on No-
vember 6. Pull down the lever over
the LAST name on the LAST line of
the voting machine,

Tell your frlends and shopmates to
do the same!

®
And don’t forget: You-can get the
campaign and'other literature of the
Workers. Party by writing to Workers
Party, 114 W. 14th. St.,, New York 11,
N. Y. . _
You can still hear brief radio state-

ments by the: WP - on the “People’s
Choice” program over  WNEW; 1130

on the dial, on Satupday, November
3, between.9 and 9:30 P.M. and on
Monday, Novembeq 5 between 10 and
10:30 P.M. <

W. P. Leads Smith Pickets - -

(Continued from page 1)
member ‘of the Workers Party, as-
sisted By a representative of the
Young People's Socialist League, it
was at its height of militancy.

It was only after this that a sound.
truck from, the Council for Civic
Unity appeared to take over the dem-

onstration. The anti-fascists on the.

picket line were treated to the self-
defeating spectacle of being urged to
stop. marching and. sing “God, Bless
America” while Smith was exhorting-
his audience to. sing the same song in-
side,

At about nine o’clock in the eve:
ning the sound truck of the Council
told the pickets to' sing: the Star
Spangled Banner and to go-home, The
protests of the pickets were drowned

out by the sound truck: And slowly -

the picket line dissplved. But it had
already served its: magnificent - pur-
pose; Thousands. of'workers and other
citizens of Qakland were made aware
of what Smith stands-for and: have.
actively demonstrated their hatred for
fascism. They are learning throngh
action how to organize the great
struggle against the real threat” of
American fascism which lies ahead.

DETROIT WORKERS
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| Speaker: Stanley Grey |
SUNDAY, NOV. 1i, 8:30 P. M..

AN ANALYSIS OF
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Speaker: Martin Harvey
SUNDAY, NOV: 18, 8:30 P\ M:

[ LABOR ACTION HALL
| 3773 GRATIOT AT MT. ELLIOTT

¥

L

.
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CHICAGO FORUM:

"SOME LESSONS.
" OF THE 1917
RUSSIAN
REVOLUTION" :

Speaken: R: L. Ferquson

Organizer, Chicago Branch
Workers Party

e

| .

 WEDNESDAY, NOV. 7, 8:30. B. M, |
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Every Other Weinesday
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- recommend? NOTHING!

(Continued from page 1)
clusively demonstrated that such in-
creases can easily be granted by in-
dustry, what-does President Truman
Why not?
Because the President is straddling
the issue. His aim, is 1o, placate labor’s
demands by acknowledging the ne-
cessity: for wage increases while  at
the samé time: advising capital that
he. is not proposing what these in-
creases shO}ﬁd: be. He: merely says
that wages should be settled by -col-
lective  bargaining. and that labor
must expect a drop: in its take-home
pay. "

SILENT ON GUTTING PROFIES
But the: President has not a' wird
to say about profits, He does riot pro-
pose: a. cut in: the tremendous profits
of industiry:- He does not come out in
support of labor’s demand: for a thin-
ty- per cent- increase in wiges He
merely says that a wage increage

should be given. Even industry is’

willing to grant that. The real issue
is HOW MUCH of an increase should
Jbe. given?

The Administration had sufficient

information at hand to know how .

much should be given to, the nation’s
wage earners. Government statisti-
cians have reported that a blanket
wage increase of' fourteen per cent
would allow indusiry a profit of
$6,300,000,000 in 1946 after all taxes
are deducted. This is three times as

much as the pre-war dverage profits
of $2,142,000,000!

¢« An average wage increase of iwen-
ty-four per cent would still allow
industry profits of $4,800,000,000 after
all taxes are deducted, which would
still be more than twice the profits
of the Ppre-war years.

- Truman evaded the question of
How rhuch wage increases should be
permitted because he did not want to
come to actual grips with theé real
problem: of the day: the refusal of

big buginess to cut down its profits

-dnd- its' insistence that labor pay the
hilk for the post-war period and re-
conversion just as it paid the bill for
the: war economy. '

Back of the President’s speech is
the militant struggle now carried on
by labor. It is only this struggle
which compels the President to give
such consideration to the problem.

But labor should remember that Mr, |

Truman proposes: nothing, Labor will
get something only if it carries on a
vigilant and persistent fight in its
own behalf. Without such a struggle
labor will: get nothing from the gov-
ernment or big business.

The propaganda purpose of Tru-
man’s speech must be sought for too
in the international situation, which
sees relations among the powers de-
teriorating swiftly. Truman’s speech
is also a plea to American labor,
aiming to procure its support in any'
future polmcal crisis.

Truman’s Wage Policy- -

It is true that the President criti-
cized two committees of the House
for scuttling the Full Employment
Bill and the Unemployment Gompen-
sation Bill, as well as,.Congress for
turning back U. S. Employment Serv-
ice fo the states. In this he merely
stated to the nation that he is the
‘head of a party which is the majority
of the government buf which actrs“ for
big busmess agdinst the bést inteér-
ésts' of labor.

The answer to that is' clear. Labor
has no political party in Washmgton
Labbr needs its own pa¥ty. I needs a
LEabor l?.az:ty, independent of the po-
litical parties of big business which
pan’ and wilk act in the interesis of
the: workmg class. :

If indust’r:)‘ cannot pay .the - just
wage démands of the erl{ers there
is an answer to that too, Lét them gét
out. Nahonahze the big lﬁonopéhas
under. workers’ control of ppoductiqn
so that industry may produce for the
needs of the people and give the
workers a living wage and security.

If this government won’t do it, then’
labor should get its own government,
a government of, for and by the
workers. This is the only fitting an-
swer to a situation where labor
bears the brunt of the post-war pe-
riod and reconversion unemploy-
ment. It is the only real answer to
the situation describéd in thé Presi~
dent’s address.

Imperialist Foreign Policy- -

(Continued from page 1)

The brunt of the President’s talk:

was directed against Russia when he
said: “We'shall approve no territorial
changes in any friendly part of the
world unless they accord with the
freely expressed wishes of the peo-
ple concerned,” and “We shall refuse
to recognize any government imposed
upon any nation by the force of any
" foreign power.” This refers to Rus-
sia’s imposition of governments upon
Yugoslavia, Rumania and other Bal-
kan territories which have been the
seat of discord in recent Big Three
power talks.

How fundamential and enduring
these “principles” are is shown' by
the fact that when the’ exigencies of
war so demanded, Roosevelt ceded
Poland, whose government had been
“imposed,” to Russia, just as before
the U. S. recognized the incorpora-
tion of the Baltic countries into Rus-
sia. How all-embracing this “princi-

“'ple” is; is further undejscored by the

fact that- the U. S, has never, with-
drawn recognition from the British-
imposed ' government  of India, the
Ditch - imposed’ governient of the
East Indies, the French-imposed gov-
ernment of Indo-China or the Axis-
imposed Franco government of Spain.

The U. S., Truman proudly. affirmed,
does not seek “one inch of territory
in any place in the 'world,” "Outside

the right to establish necessary bases

for our own protection,” of course.
That!s an easy principle for the U. S,
because its tremendous wealth, its
productive power and its strength to
compete favorably with any other na-
tion do not compel it to grab anything
except. a few military bases for “pro-
tection.” But Russia maintains, from
the Stalinist - imperialist point of
view, that it is just ad necessary for
her “protection”
friendly cordon sanitaire of satellite
governments ringing ftussia_.

RUSSIA UNDERSTOOD

" That Russia understood- what lay
beneath the surface of- Truman's
beautiful generalities about freedom
and democracy was manifested im-
mediately. While Russia‘does not pos-
séss the same military. might and
won't develop the production of the
atomic bomb for five years or so, she,
1too, has a big stick to brandish. De-
,spite’ the fact that amity between
Yenan and Chungking had been
signed, sealed and delivered, as soon
as the London fiasco of the foreign
ministers was* over, “civil war™"
broke out in China. This is Stalin's
warning to the U. S. The actions of

his foreign legions serve -a similar
purpose to the armed: strength of the

U. S

While it is impossible- to dragoeon’

that - she have a

the war-weary peoples of the wqut!
into'a néw war tomorrow, none of the
victors is intent on preserving world
peace; least of all the United States,
If she were, why wouldn’t she really
internationalize the lmowledge of
production of the atomic bomb with
her allies of yesterday. instead. of an-
nouncing that an atomic armaments
race is already on?

Why wouldn’t she demand ‘that all'
the victors renounce war and arma-
ments and embark upon gennine in-
ternational collaboration?

Why wouldn’t she have spoken for
the. genuine and immediate indépen-
dence of all oppressed péoples—india,
Indo-China, the Dutch East Indies,
the Philippines, as well as Poland, the
Baltic and Balkan countries, insiond:
of reiterating the mocking phrase,
“independence when these people are
prepared [they're never prepau& by
their imperialist masters] for free-
dom”?

She wouldn’t bgcause she is not’
genu;nely interested in peace, free«
dom and security. That is not the
way of imperialism, democratic or
tqta,hta.plan That is why the Job is}
up, to the little people, the colonially
oppressed people, the, explcuted work-
ers and farmers of all natlonahtles_

The final liberation of mapkn;lﬁ,\
from ' imperialist war and’ ODIJTGSS;QI;'
is a soclah,st task

The Chmese “Civil War?” -

(Continued from pqge 1)
because it serves the interests of Sta-
lin in his- present difficult relations
with the United States and Britain.
Stalin has issued: a warning:

I£ you do not grant my' European.

and Far Eastern demands, if you in-
sist on. keeping: the secrets of atomic
bomb production, if you do, net wapt
to. reach an agreement with, mg as. to
my, interests: in world affairs, I bave
the means, to. make if; extremely. ¢iffi-
cult for yon. I gam call ypon my in-

ternational suppaerters: ig, go into, ac-'

tign. I bave dope that in. the Balkens,
in Greece, Yuygoslavia, Ialy. and
Erance:;: k can. do it in China, and
here is a sample of it. But I can also
prevent such embarrassing situations
from. arising. I‘can. call’' off my le-
gions, Bul for that you must accede
to my demands or guarantée. your
willingness to reach an understand-
ing. with me.

Do Stalin and his ruling régime
actually say these words? No; they
do not have to. The rulers of Great
Britain and the United States under-
stand the show of force.

BIG THREE CONFLICT

The heart of the Chinese situation
is to be spught, then, in the antago-
nisms which. exist among the big
powers, which regard China as one
of . theix battlegropnds,

Do you want: proof of this2 Opgerve
the: reaction of ‘the. Communjst Party
in- this country: It knows what its:
role. is; The war is-over. The United;
Nations coalition is. not now: an: ur-

been. defeated; The: previous support
given to. the. Washington Adminis-
tration, of Roosevelt and. Truman,
has now: been: withdrawn. But the
support of- theAmerican. Communist
Party. to. Stalin. and the. Russian:rul-
ing class remains. as..ever. loyal: and;
persevering.. i
STALIN'S U. 8. PUPPETS

Through, its spekesman, William: Z.
Foster, the: American. Communigt
Party has' denounced the war in
North China -as an unwarxapted. at-
tack upon Yenan by Generalissimp,
Chiang. It denpunced: American in~
terference: in. Chipa, charging- the

State Department with inciting- the
Chungking- government to make“this
attack on the Yenan forces.

To lend foree to its position, it
issues the slogan: Let Northern Chi-
na Alonel It calls for the removal of
American warships'and marines from
across’ Port Arthur Bay with the
question: What are “our” troops and
ships-doing-in China? It does not say
a word about Russian armed forces

in China. It does not say a word"

.about Hussmn interests in Chma, ex-
cept to. defend them,

Here you have additional evidence
of the true nature of the Communist
Party in this country (which is the
same as all Communist Parties in all
other countries). It is carrying out
Stalin’s polity in this country with
an apparently anti-imperialist propa-
ganda which is' really pro-Stalinist
imperialism.

If- the United States, Great’ Britain

amp Ryssia reach an unﬂersta,ndih in‘
international affairs"and repair their"
roleing rela.tionshlgs. the Chﬁlg X
conflict will end with the same st e
denness with which it began, ’I‘hgn,_
t00, you will observe thé American
Stalinist party end its’ “anti-impe; "
ist” agitation and Iend fufl sup])prf
to whatever agreement is reac![ed be-"
tween' thé' powers, no matter hq\y
detrimental it may be for the’ Cht-
nese masses.

It is now more necessary than-ever’
to raise the cry: Hands on Chinqc :
Let the Chingse masses, the' hundres
of millions of workers ahd peasants,
‘decide their own fate, Oust all im-
perxahsms from China, and that in=

cludes the Stalinist variety, too.
American military forces do not be-
long in China. Neither do the Russ
sian, Both violate Chinese’indepens
dence and integrity.

James T. Farre” Res
Chairman ‘of Civil Rnghts Body

-(LABOR. ACTION received: the fol-
lowing letter from James T. Farrell,
noted American novelist and literary
critic, announcing his resignation: as
chairman of the'Civil: Rights Défetise’
Commitiee which handled the cele-

" brated “Minneapolis Case.”—Ed.) '
gent requirement, sinte the Axis has,

o
Oct, 12, 1945
New York City
George Novack, Secretary
Civil Rights Defense Committee
160: Fifth- Ave. '
New York City
Dear George:

With this letter, I am tendering my,
immediate resignation as chairman
of The Civil Rights Defense" Com-
mittee; however, I am not resigning
from. the. Committee proper.

I have regeived no, commuhications:

As

from the CRDC office since last Jan-
uary. To. my’ khowledge, the Commit-
tee has been inactive since early in
the winter of 1945, when the last, of
the Minneapolis”defendants retumé&
from prisen. ‘Thus, it seéms to'me: tha}‘{
the CRDC has now become merely a
paper organization, and that my sole
refiiaining:role as its ‘Chairman is; that
of havmg my name on its statlonery
I assume that I have performed my -
funétion as Chalrman and; thatthere \
is-no fu.nther work: for me-to do, I am,-
therefore, . resigning,

Needless-to say, I'stand: ready. to
offet’ any -effective ‘collaboration “that

" I can’in the-event of future defense:

cases,
Sincerely. yours,
(Signed:) JAMES T. FARRELL
P.S—I take ‘it that copies of, this
letter will be. sent to, all members- of;
the-Commiftee so, that they. may: be
informed of this fact.
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The elections in France contained few if any

' surprises. General Charles de Gaulle was called

the victor by the capjtalist press because the elec-
torate voted for h new constitution which would
"inaugurate the Fourth Republic and decided that
the new Assembly shall last for only seven months
to draft the new constitution.

On the other hand, the election of deputies to
the Assembly recorded that the Communist Party
of France has hecome the largest single party in
the country, followed closely by the Socialist
Party and the Catholic -Mouvement Républicain
Populaire. These three parties will now determine
the composition and direction of the new govetn-
ment, very likely in a bloc between the Socialist
Party and the MRP, the French Stalinists acting
as an opposition party with heavy representation
"in the new government.

But these are merely the prosaic facts about the
electlons Actually, the election was of mestlmphle
importance in recording tremgndous changes in the
feelmgs of the French masses and their attitude.
- toward the great problems of the day.

The old parties of France are dead, These or-
ganizations sought to prop up. a toitering empjre,
a third-class power which lived in the past and
songht to solve the insoluble problems of a decay-
ing capitalism by playing the game with the fas-
ci reaction of Doumergue, Laval and Pétain,

The Radical Socialist Party (neither radical nor
sogialist) of France was. practically wiped out_in
this election. But its fate was sealed even before
the war began when, as Trotsky once wrote, “Like
the camel under its driver's whip, Radicalism gets
down on its four knees to let capitalist reaction sit
between. its humps.” Radical Secialism in France,
the reform party of the French middle classes,
succumbed to the pressure of reaction, and could

 no longer retain its hold on the masses,

Those parties which survived the holocaust of
the war and the triumph of reactionary fascism
expressed. through military defeat and German oc-
cupation, were those parties which maintained; a
consistent and persistent struggle against the for-
eign oppressor and the native fascist. In one sense
it is. possible to say that all three parties which
gamed, so heavily in the electlons were. new. Qf
course, there is. a definite conunuﬁy in the. CP, SP
and MRP. But they are new in the sense that riur-
ing; the years of occupation and since, they have
been forced more and more. to reflect in their de-
mands the deelnest desires of the French masses for
social ghange. That is why all three parties gave
lip ‘service to some of the great ideals. of socialism
—but no more than that.

WHAT PARTIES STAND FOR

They demand nationalization of the important
monopolistic enterprises, They call for a rising
standard, of living for the masses and, for a general
-improvement of the lot of the poor. They give
voice to the need for “social change.” But none of
these parties means anything it says, The Secialist.
Party has not changed its fundamental program
of reform and gradualism at a time when. the de-
cay of French capitalism cries put for drastic meas-
ures to ameliorate the conditions of life of the
French people. In addition, the foreign policy’ of

The Elections in France -_

the SP calls for a “Western bloc" of capitalist im-
perialism against the aspirations of Stalinist im-
periglism.

The MRP is, of course, a “radical” capltahst
party, the braad base for de Gau__ 's power. To
expect any serious aid to the masses from them
is to Hve in a past that can never be reywed. 4

The biggest danger to m French masses, to
g;;ogressivc. l:evolnt\ nary ai_m socialist  thought
and practice, is the Stal _ist pn v of Franpe, which
is, nqthing’ v agent, of the
activities are

ra@icalim is digl-a
any nnti-ﬂqsslan ;;Ql
ment takes, oy

Com‘munlst Barty rema.i the mqmta.l enemy of
sogial progress and the wevkinaa people.

None of the parties which. won in the elections
can rule the couniry. This fact denotes the im-
passe of French society. France is really at a cross-
roads. The couniry is poverty-stricken; its econ-
omy. is completely disrupted. Industries are de-
stroyed; transportation is in a state of chaos; agri-
culture has suffered,the ravages of war.

FRENCH CRISIS VERY ACUTE

lt will be. im;msslb!g in a world thaq is in de.-
cay to revive the French capitalist ecopomy to.
bring relief to, the exploited and suffocating. masses,
Only ene solution remains: a Zunﬂamenm social
ohapge, the abolition of the capitalist social order
and the establishment of 2 ‘workers' government,,
the building of a socialist economy which would
give'a tremendgus impulsign to, the/sgclaljst revor-
lufign on the whole Eu,rupe;n continent,

This cannot be ach.ie\red by a Blum '];'hpmaz gov-
ernrnent, that, is, a Soclahst-(',’ommumst régime.
Such a reg,lme could only mean the rule of France.
by Stalinism, which would control the means of
propaganda, justice and police to begin a reign
of’ terror against all revolutionary elements in the
country.

The great issue. in France. at this. moment is the
nationalization of the means of productjon, to take
them from the hands of a small group of capitalist
usurpers who have brought- Trance and the French
peogle to disaster. The great need is workers’ con-
trol of production and a workers' government 10
rule the nation in the interests of the masses.

To supplement this great need and great asplra-
tmn of the French people, it is necessary to de-
mand independence for the French c¢oloniés which
t.hq French ruling- classes are ﬁghtmg so desper-
a,teiy to retain in order to continue to soak up
profits from the millions of colonial peoples they

- exploit.

Above all, however, France needs a. reqrgmjm
and revitalized labor movement. It needs a mass
revolutionary socinllst party of progress which can,
by its will, suﬁacity and -perseverance bring about
the necessary social changes which will, for the
first time, achiéve genuine and lasti.ng’ peace, se-

curity and freedom for the people of l?rance.

Budenz Changed Faiths

Louis - Budenz, topflight Communist Party
leader for the past ten years, editor of the Daily.
Worker and president of the Freedom of the Press
Co,, the Daily Worker publisher, left the move-
ment and the party of his choice fo return to the
Catholic Church, the “faith of his fathers” The
* fagt that he did this without first advising- h;s
paity and co-workers causes great indignation
among them, but it is not out of character with

* - Budenz.

The implications of Elizabeth Gurley Flynn's
afticle in the Sunday Worker that Budenz may
have always heen a Catholic boring: from. within
the CP or the squealing of the. CP Ceniral: Com:
mittee that Browder was at fault for g):m;,tinx to
this man. responsible. pasn,tions, are. completely, be-
side the. point,

There are several other things of interest in.
the Budenz. affair, but they do. not concern Bu-
.denz-as a person. He is what he' always was, a col-
orless mediocrity, an ungifted writer, a theoretical
and political ignoramus. But the Stalirist hacks in
the CP, ten years after Budenz's bootlicking serve
ices to, the Kremlin bureaucrats and their Amex-
ican agents, declare that the reconverted ex-editor
was destined to do what he did because he was
at one time a “Trotskyist,” that is, a revolutionary,
sogialist, and that by his present action he left the
labor movement

Budenz, of course, was never a Troiskyist. He
was a member of the American Workers Party,
which' fused with the Communist League to form’
the Workers. Party of 1935-37: Budenz never joined
the. Workers Pariy nor did he ever show his face
around the organization. Almost in the same way
that he left the CP; he joined it. None of his friends
. was told of his conversion to Stalinism. This ap-
peared first in the Daily Worker. Budenz and some
of his friends who were in the Workers Party
were thereafter given ‘“responsible” posis in the
Stalinist organization as payment for their con-
version and they were used for anti-Trotskyist
plurposes. )

For ten years Budenz loyally obeyed his mas-
ters in the.CP. First he served his apprenticeship:
as editor of the Stalinist Midwest Labor Record
and then moved up to his post as editor of the
Daily. Worker. The atternpt on the part’ of Brow-
der's; successors ‘to- blame the ex-secretary: oft the!

party for Budenzs rise. is- merely. face-saving; since

they were part and parcel of the apparatus which
elevated Budenz, More than that, they were Bu-
denz's close associates and co-workers., If in ten:
years of association they were unable to discover
any “deviations” in Budenz, it is because there
were none tg. disgover.

Equally important, in the Budenz aﬂqir is. the
charge that by leaving the Stalinist movement and
joining the Catholic Chunch he depaxted from the.
I1abor movement. Budenz really, departed the labor
mevement ten years ago. The Commupist Party
is. part of the Iabqr movemgnt Qply in the sense
that it has many workers. in, its :anks and regards
the’ Iahm‘ movement; as. one of its fields of opera-
tiofi, So far as its program, tactics and interests
are concerned; it is What Trotsky ri;ﬁtfuny called
it—"the syphilis of the.labor movement.”

There is n\t. leasf one good thi:q; in, Bmlems»
departure. He can’t be used effectively any more
froin inside thé labor movement to mislead the
workers,

=i

. Full _Elnployme_ni'? Only a

Matter of Convenience

Senator Barkley, majority leadel:. com-
mented as follows on the Murray Full-Em-
ployment Bill, after it had been amended,
altered, cut up, reassembled and, given a
face-lifting  so that gvel;ybo;iy could agree.
to it withdut committing himself to anything:

“It. now, guaraniees everybpdx out of
work the right, to, seek a job, if he cap find
one. In other waords, if it is cqn.vgenieni for
; the governmedt to help him, it will do. so.”

—New York Times, September 29, .
Now that is ;eally :ml;math;mg't everybody.
can_go, fpr Who. espemally those. vapqhon-
loving cqngressmen is- against, convenience?
Who, especially thpse well-salaried, ex- |
peng;zs-gaxd cqngnesgsmen, would deprive. |
. the ‘worker of the “right” to loolg for a job?
Of course, it may be tqugl] to. ﬂpd, one. In,
. that case, the workers must starve around °
, waiting for a comfortable Congress to: de~
. - cide w er or npt it was. “con\rement” to,
do spmpﬁung %bput it.

T

A Socialist An

The way to increase your week-
Iy’ take-home pay is to work

k lcmger hours at straight time.
¢ This is' the answer of Charles
E. Wilson, president of the billion-
dollar General Motors Corpora-
tion, to the demand of the United’
Automobile Workers that hourly
wages be increased by thirty per
cent to maintain the - workers’

weekly: take-home pay. _
The scheme which this clever
capitalist shark has cooked up is
designed to meet the demand of
the workers that the weekly take-
home pay enjnyed during the war

with time and a half over forty
" hours, be maintained.

The GM s¢cheme is that workers
maintain their wartime, take-home
pay by accepting only a five te
eight per cent increase in hourly
rates. but work. forty-five hours a
week at' straight time.

This scheme is designed to di-
vide the ranks of the workers by

| appealing to the more backward
of them, who understand only one
thing—how much they carry home
at the end of the week, These
workers are the same ones who.
could never get enough overtime
during the war and were always

by turning out maximum produc-
k tiop. in. an attempt to make ag

thought about next week and x;e.pxt
month, Thesg are, of course, the

when they are driven to, it, who,,
when they join, complain, ahm,lrt,

. in !Jgil,d_in_g the arg;up,izaﬁon.
: Because there still are many
such werkers and because this

the latest propagapda weapon of
big business. in- a nationwide camz,
. Dpaign agamst a hvmg wage, 1t.“1§
. well that we immediately analyge

., answers. from labor's angle.

WHAT GM WANTS

Mr. Wilson argues as follows'
“You say that you meed $45 4
week take-home pay in order’ to
live decently? Well, we agree to’
permit you to earn $45 a week. n

The worker, however, asks: “But
how many hours am I expected to’
work for this amount?”

_“Hours?” says Mr. Wllsm'l "wha.?
are you worried ‘about hours fOl:'.i
Did yon mot say yom need 545 a
week to get along on? Are we np&
permltting you to earn this? What
difference does it make whether
you work a few hours more or
lmi?»

Mr. ‘Wilson's argument may
sound ridiculous to union -cop-
scious workers, Byt it does not
: sound ridiculous to the capitalist
- class, It is based upon the"ec_q_f-f
» npomic laws that govern capitalist
production, which always have
stacked and as long as capitalism
remains always will stack the
cards for capital and agajnst la-
bor.

o T

il £

on the basis of forty-eight hours, '

ready to. ruin the piecework rates
much as popaible .without a sing{e '
same. types. who. only join a l.m,ion ’

paying dues, and who. never show, . .
up at union meetings or copperate

new scheme will probably kecoms, -

the GM scheme and knpow ﬁh}a 4

alysis:
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MARY BELL, Ass't Editor
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In the- early period of capital-
ism, before the existence of a
powerful trade union movement,
the capitalists were able. to en-
force their own terms upon the
workers. And they did it im ac-
cordance with the point of view
from which Mri. Wilson proceeds;
i.e, pay the: worker enough to
live on and try to stretch out the
hours as lnng as we can.

Basmally, capitalism rega::ds the
worker as a machine with which
to produce wealth and not as a
human being. The worker is mere-
ly the motive power behind the
screwdriver on a GM assembly
line. If an automatic machine dan
be invented to tighten the same
screw thousands of times a day
as the worker does now, the ma-
chine will take the place of the
worker. The machine would work
forty-five hours or sixty hours or
ninety hours without complaining.

CHARLES E. WILSON.

It would simply work until it wore
out or broke down,

WHAT IS LABOR
However, workers have the
crazy idea .that they. are not ma-
chines. They think that they are
_human beings and éntitled to the
same right to live. and, en]ox life
as the capitalist. Because of this,
the workers. have fought, not only.
for higher wages but for shorter
" hours. Since the birth of the labor
movement the hours have, through
countless strikes and struggles,
been reduced from 16 a day to
14 to 12 to 10 and now to 8. Long
experience has taught the worker
that shorter hours are the gateway
to a higher standard of living and
a more dtgmﬁed human existence.
As long as caplta_l_llsm exists, the
capitalist and the worker will
never see eye to eye on this ques-
tion. Regardless of what the capi-
talist may want to do, the laws
of capitalist economy drive him
to regard the worker as a wealth-
producing machine. As long -as.
workers are not slaves they will
fight to live as human beinge.
Capitalists do not deal with any
other commodity on the same ba-
sis as they deal with the commod-
ity called labor time or labor
power. When GM contracts to use
electric power, it is wunderstood

;

. basis upon. which he reasons. This

that the cost of production of elee-
tric power is so much per Kkilo-
watt hour and that they must pay
for it on the basis of the number
of kilowatt hours used. GM does
not say to the owners of the pub-
lic utility company: “We will pay
you enough weekly to live on.
Why worry about how many kilo-
watt houyrs we will use?”

. Let us assume that someone
went to GM and asked: “At what
price do you sell a car?” *

GM \gould answer: “That all de-
pends upon how large a car you
want, Obviously, we ask more for
a Buick than for a Chevrolet.”

Suppose the buyer answered:
“If’ you sell a Chevrolet for so
and so much, why can you not
sell a Buick for the same price?
After all, the Buick is only a lit-
tle larger than a Chevrolet. And
then I really don't see what the
size of the car has to do with it.
After all, a car is a car.”

/A man who- reasoned in this
manner would ' be regarded as a
candldate for a padded cell,

CAPITAL-LABOR CONFLICT
_But is not Mr, Wilson’s propo-
sition about the same? Does he
not say in effect the following:
“If you are; willing to work forty
hours. for . $¢i5 there _Js ng logical
reason, wh;; you. cannot work for-
ty-five hours for. $45. I do not
really understand what the
length of the work week has to
do with it. We. are permitting you
to earn enough to live on, are we
not? What -have. you to lose by
working:the extra five hours?!'

No one nominates Mr. Wilson
for. a padded, cell. On - the con-
trary; the editors of the capitalist
press. and the professors. of ego-
-nomics_in, the colleges will. write
and  lecture about Mr. Wilson's
brilliant grasp of economic prob-
lems,

We, also, do. not nominate Mr.
Wilson for a padded: cell. We un-
derstand: thoroughly the capitalist

concept of labor power as a com-
modity: to, he bought (ie., hired)
at its market value (determined
mainly by the cost of living) and
then worked for as long as the
organized resistance of the work-
ers permits, was long ago analyzed
and explained by Karl Marx, the
founder of scientific socialism.

In next week’s issue we will
continue the analysis of the GM
scheme with.particular regard to
these questions; Mr, WiJ!sons ar-
gument for long houts and in-
creased: prodmaticm as a means to
raise the standard of living; the
relationship between long hours
and low _wages. and short hours
and, h.ig'h wages; and why labor-
power is. the only commodity that :
is purchased at its value. (ie., its |
market value as determined, :
raug;ldy. by the cost of living) i
but trom which the purchaser ex-
tracts surplus value to. the degree
that he is able to exploit labor
power.

Socialist Party Le

Free Speech for Fdécilst’.

The letter below appeared in the
Detroit Tribune, Michigan Negro_'
weekly, on October 20. We reprint it
here for the information of anti-fas-,
cists in every city:
To the Detroit Tribune: e

In, your issue of Oct. 6, Mr. Judsh-
Drob rises to. defend. the rights“of *
Gerald L. K. Smith to free speeéth -
and free expression, and by implicis =
tion, denqunces all, those who, picketed "’
his meeting as, “tofalitarian liberals.”
AAs organizer for the Workers Party,”
ywhose Detroit branch was one of theé-’

2m,

sponsors, of the Sept. 27 picket lire/*

and wpose Los Angeles branch sin-
gle -handedly orgamzed a similar ac-"
tion agamst Smith in that city, "I
trequest space in your paper to reply
to, this accusation.

Mr. Drob is not alone in his view-
point., In an editorial on September
29, the Detroit News writes: “The
behawior of the pickets was tarred
with the mark of fascismi at least as
much as anything: that went on in-
side the hall.” The News, however,
carries its opinions to their log:cal
eoncluslon, supportjng not only the
‘right of Smith td hold his meeting but
the rlght and duty of the police who

i ,detend.ed him to beat two pickets in-

to unconsciousness.

L wonder if Mr. Drob confines the
detense of Smith’s rights to a verbal
and literary plane, or.if he too con-
.dones the actions of the police. For
our part, indignation and protest are
justly directed not against the pick-
efs but against Smith and against the
brutality of the police.

THE AIMS. OF SMATH

@Gerald L. K, Smith is a fascist. He.
seeks by his rantings against the la-
bor: movement, against the Jaws. and
against the Negroes, to. do. in this:-
counfry what Hitler did; in. Germany.
Eon proo:! of- this: contention, I refer

.you to the pamphlet, . “The Truth
“About Gerald Smith,” published by
the Workers Party, a copy of which I
enclose.

Fascism aims at the brufal wiping
-out of the erganized labor moyement
‘and at the dest{uction of the demo-
‘eratic rights of all the people. It
‘would no doubt be preferable if this
< matter could be setiled by amicable
‘i round table seminars, but unfortu-

‘-nately for fence-siraddlers whose

‘good intentions lead them astray, it
cannot.

What we must face squarely is this:
. a powerful fascist movement will
cause violence, bloodshed, and deaths.
A “live and let live” attitude toward
this developing mowvement will not
prevent or eliminate these evils but
will merely permit the fascists the
luxury of choosing when and under
" ‘what conditions to initiate their ter-
ror. '

* I have no doubt in my own mind

that Mr. Drob)s sympathies will be
extended fo the victims of any such
fascist movement and that his pro-
tests against its violence will be forth-
coming. (In fact, he himself might
be one of its victims.) But we prefer.
that there be no victims, or if there
must, then as few as possible, and that
condolences become unnecessary.

CUT OUT THE CANCER

Cancer must be’ cut out early or the
body perishes. The:{ime. to. act against
the. cancer of fascism is NOW when
there is still time to. cut it out with
the least injury. That is the only way
to reduce its anti-workingclass vio-
lence to a minimum. Powerful mass
action today can prevent a repeti-
tion of bloody anti-Negro riots tos
MOTrrow. ’

+, Mrz. Drob. should: know these lgs-

sons. 'well, for he heads the. Socialist

‘Party . of Miahizm -whigh. was  affi-

liated to the German Social Demo—
cratic Pa.rty through ‘the Labor and
Socialist International. The SPD, the
Sqcialist. party. of Germany, was the
most powerful single party in Ger-
many prior. to the rise of Hitler. It

received 9 million votes in 1928 and.

entolled 900,000 members. Despite t}lié
power, precisely because it shared
fundamentally the same views zp;
Mr. Drob, it permitted the Nazi bands
to rise from a fahatical handful to a_
dangerous army. Did its passivity and
tolerance prevent violence and terror,
and’ preserve democratic rights? The
answer is now- history.

One might reply: if fascism attacks
us physically, we will defend our-*
selves, but if it confines itself to
meetings, we will ignore it. But
this. is; a strange argument. Aecordv
ingly, if I see the fascist sharperiing:
his knife to cut my throat, I must
not take up a club and knock the
knife from his hand; but once the
knife. is whetted and, is on its way to
my heart, then I may resist.

No! We say: Organize against E;n&-
cism. NOW. The way. to prepare now
is for the trade. unions to, form anti-
fasoist Workers Defense Guards 'to.
tralp and organize to protect the la-
bor movement and all the people
against fascist violence.

Finally, Mr. Drob might say: “But
some people, for example the Com-
munist Party, call all their oppo-
nents, including the Workers Party,
‘fascist.> Must- I then support any
violent measure that they may ini-
tiate against these opponents?”

My answer is simple. The Commu-
nist Party lies.

‘BEN; HALL )
. . 3773 Gratiok '
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MARSHALL REPORT

' What Kind of an Army |
Gen. Mar.shali Wun‘l's §

By WALTER JASON

So General Marshall NOW blandly admits that
the charges and criticisms about American tanks
were correct! In addition, he now admits that two
other basic items of German.eguipment were su-
perior to American: one, the 88 mm. gun and the
other, the smokeless, flashless powdei, so vital in’
concealmg firing posxtlons

The utter contempt which ﬂ;e b{aps hats qu :

for the intelligence of the American soldier is €X-.
pressed in Marshall's brazen excuse for covering
up these serious deficiencies! It was necessary, says
Marshall, to maintain the confidence of the Amer-
ican,soldiers in his weapons! The German Tiger
tanks were superior in duels with the Szlm;nw;
tanks, All the courage in the world would ngt
make up the difference. American soldiers .were
needlessly .dying and they knew if. What was
Marshall’s solution then? A statement of: confidence
in the Sherman tank issued by General George S.
Patton, who, to be sure, never fought in. one. -

A second argument, equally false, was used by
Marshall to justify the War Departmant’s lies about
the tank and other equipment: You couldn’t afford
to give the enemy knowledge of what weapons,
were doing the most damage. As though the Ger-
man intelligence did not know that. As though
they had hot read the’ articles published: in Stars
and Stripes.

The' truth of the matter is that there was only
one portion of the world which did not know these
ABC facts. It was the American people. And the
reason the facts were suppressed from the people
was to maintain the myth of brass-hat invincibil:
ity and to keep secure the- prestxg‘e of the military
bureaucracy.

Peacetime armies tend to have all of. the vxcta
and none of the so-called virtues of wartime:
armies. After all, there are more 1mportant~ th:ngs
than Army regulations and’ Army red tape to. dom-
inate the life of an army in wartime. There are
battles to be fought and won. .

In peacetime the dead hand of rouwiine gmps
the Army from top to bottom. It is the most con-
servative of all institutions. Armies always pre-
pare to fight the former war. Only drastie politn-
cal changes bringing sharp cleavages in the army
itself provide some fresh air in this deademng
atmosphere.

In the proposed American peacetime army there

. is lip service to bechnolegical advances which force

themselves on every mllntary system, but nothing
is offered to counteract the deadly mentnl paraly-
sis which is inherent inh peacetime armies.
Marshall's proposal for a small professional
army as the bulwark of military strength is am- ,
biguous because the General is fishing for a big-
ger catch. One day the War Department says it
desires an army of 400,000 and the next day the
Air Corps demands 600,000 for 1tselt alone. But
more important than numbers is the kind of army'f

WHAT KIND OF ARMY"

This. question, the. kind of army, is: deelswe. ,AL- 33
ready the question is answeredn by the present ten- _' 5
dencies in the armed forces. Thousands of officers
are seeking to remain in the Army. Why? Not be-
cause they. are interested in a professional career,
but because they have the softest job they. ever.
can hope to find in their lives. The privileges, of
rank and lack of social responsibility have bought
them body and soul. Among the handful of enlisted
men rejoining the Army the same’ tendency is ei?-l-
dent. The high grade non- -commissioped e!ﬂeers
are re-enlisting. The money and the petty’ privi-
leges are what attract them.

The Arthy admits it has no atiraction for the

millions of citizens who served in its ranks during
the five years. Most of them hate the Army.
And in this hatred of the present Army we see the

« kind of Army that it really is, and will be, if Mag-

shall’s proposals are aﬂopteﬂ.

The present Army has a totalitarian régime in
which the brass hats are supreme. The court-mar-
tial system and the Articles of War are the basis’
of a terrible system of injustice that have no place
in an army claiming to serve democratic goals

Enlisted men are gullty until proved innocent,
while officers are innocent until proved guilty. For ‘

minor infractions the enlisted men obhin heavy

sentences, bui the officers’ e]ique ﬂghts to delen g
its members, irrespective of' how grave the crime’
of the offender.

There is no irial by jury for the enlisted men.
The deadly red tape, the ant:quated trainmg, the
stultifying atmosphere. of garrison life—every’ fea-
ture of army life which the citizen-soldiéer :k)uhd
repugnant to his democratic beliefs and formed’
the basis for his hatred of the A_rmy—are to be re-
fained under the Marshall proposals.

A BUREAUCRATIC CANCER .

The professional army in reality is a bureau-
cratic cancer eating at the democratic rights and
ideals of the people and living off the fat of the
land, meanwhile serving as the threat of armed
force against the labor and progressive movements.
Between Marshall’s proposed .army and a. people's
army, democratic in its nature as well as purpose,
there is a gulf as wide as the distinetion hetrween
dictatorship and democracy.

All of the speculation abou[; atomic warfare ‘and
thq insistence on an armament race are simply a
rehash of the military prnpaganda. used after Wurld
War L Then it was poison gas, w‘.hich threatened
the existence 0! mankind. As a matter of fact, the
failure to use gas was not inspired by’ morab
grounds, but because both the creator of Dachatl
and the users of the atomic' bomb feared retalia®
tion' and political consequénces, In the use of thie
atomic bomb these factors’ will be as deuislvn in
the future as they were for poison gag in the’ mh

The American’ war leadérs Iouqht as’ long as
possible dgainst the introduction of aﬁgoiie'h
General Biilly Mitchell was even court-martidled
for advocating it. The alomlc bomb develollmelli
was primarily a civilian project. Even now, thé
Army is demanding a large ground force, and thﬁ-
Navy a large complement of battleships and other
obsolete vessels. The Air Force seeks to maintain
its strength, which can be done only by keeping
vast fleets of outmoded planes, In each case the
impelling urge is the drive to maintain the status
quo, which means plenty of rank, g:cstige and,
privileges for the incumbent bureaucracy.

The Marshall report does not dare touch on this
problem, especially as it reflects itself organiza-
tionally. A unified military gervice is an. ABC rée~
quirement. Yet the vested interests of the cliques
in the Army, Navy and Air Force maneuver around
this question today, not from the viewpoint of .
what is a military requirement, 'bu,t rather, whab
is in their selfish interests.

(Article Three will appear next week)
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Joblessness:
Prospects for
Next Year

By Henry Barnes

The question facing every wokag man and woman
today is: “Will I have d job tomorrow? Will I have a job
next month? Will T have a job next year?” This is the
question facing those workers still employed, those who
have recently been laid off and those who have been in
the armed services and are now returning home.

Capitalist economists are unable to agree omn any an-
swer to this question. Federal authorities estimate five
mlllmn unemployed by January and eight million by
Apri] Senator Kilgore predicts that, the figure will come
closer to nine million, and Sidney Hillman thinks it will
be ten' million.

In a recent article in The New Republic; William
Withers analyzed the various statistics and concluded
that there will be twelve and a half millien jobless next
fall and possibly eighteen million later on. None of these
figures is reassuring to the workers.

Class-conscious” workers know, of course, that only
socialism can guarantee a job and a living wage to every
worker. Capitalism finds itself not only unable to guar-
antee full employment but also unable even to estimate
the number of jobs and the number of unemployed.

CED JUGGLES FIGURES

Optimistic predictions that there will be only a few
workers unemployed, such as the figures issued by the
Committee on Economic Development, are based on two
fallacies: (1) The figures showing the number of work-
ers in the labor force requiring jobs is artificially slashed;
and (2) the number of jobs to be available in the next
year is bloated beyond reason without even paying hon-
est attention to the statistics used.

In computing the number of workers requiring jobs,
the CED has set up several categories of workers whom
it claims are not a part of the labor.force and therefore,

* even if they do not have jobs, they are not unemployed

because they shouldn’t be working (according fo the
CED). :

The Committee on Economic Development discards
one group of six million workers in this manner by la-
beling them as “extra workers,” persons who swelled the
labor force during the war but who now (according to
the CED) must return to their idleness. Included in this
group are 2.8 million teen-agers, who are SUPPOSED
TO go back to schoel and will therefore not be on the
labor market; 1.5 million elderly and semi-disabled meén
who are SUPPOSED TO retire and will therefore not be
on the labor market; and 1.5 million women over thirty-
five who are SUPPOSED TO go back to their kitchens
and will therefore not be on the labor market.

If some of the 2.8 million teen-agers who worked dur-
ing the war (many of whom are no longer teen-agers)
are either unable or unwilling to go back to school, and
they cannet find jobs, they are not unemployved accord-
ing to.the CED because they are not a part of the labor
force as decreed by the CED.

The CED discards another group of two and a half
million workers by calling them part of the normal “la-
bor float.” This group includes workers who are shift-
ing jobs, taking wvacations, etc. In computing the num-
ber of jobs required for full employment in this coun-
try, the ,CED deducts two and a half million for those
workers who are in the “labor float.” The CED forgets
that in order for two and a half million workers to shift
jobs there must be two-and-a half million jobs for them
to shift to. '

WHERE THE FALLACY LIES

In 1943 there were fifty-five million wmkexs in the
civilian labor force and eleven million in the armed

- services. The total full employment labor force was there- .

fore sixty-six million workers. The Committee on Eco-
nomic Development says (1) that the six million “extra”
workers MUST return to their former Mleness; (2) that

. three and a half million men will still be in the armed
services neéxt fall (Didn’t General MacArthur say that
all drafiees in the Pacific would be out of the Armmy by
next March, that only the regular, Army would remain?)
and (3) that two and a half million workers will be in
a “normal labor float” shifting jobs and it will not be
necessary to have jobs for them. Thus, the CED con-
cludes, there must be only fifty-four million jobs avail-
able in order for there to be full employment.

The fallacy is obvious. Not all the “extra” workers
‘are going to return to their former idleness. William
Withers in The New Republic estimates that nearly two-
thirds of them will continue working. There must be
two and a half million jobs available for those in the
“labor float” shifting jobs {o shift to. So €ven if there
are still two and a half million men in uniform next
September, over sixty million jobs will be needed be-
fore there can be full employment. .

Can private enterprise provide sixty million jobs?
The answer is no. Even capitalist spokesmen like the
CED admit that private enterprise can supply no more
than 53.5 million jobs and in arriving at that figure they
completely ignore the statement of Morris Livingstone
of the Department of Commerce that six million war
jobs will not be converted to civilian production, even
though they are using Department of Commerce statis-
ties. In other words, six million of the jobs at which
fifty-five million civilian workers were employed in 1943
will just vanish. Furthermore, in reply to a question-
naire circulated by the Department of Commerce, man-
ufacturing employers stated they planned to employ
three million fewer workers in 1946 than in 1943. There
remains a maximum of forty-six million jobs available.

PRIVATE ENTERPRISE MEANS JOBLESSNESS

In other words, fourteen million workers, and pos-
sibly: more, can look forward to unemployment in the
coming year. Why? When we were producing for war,
there were jobs for all. Why cannot there be jobs for
all during peacetime? Over fourteen -million men out
of work does not mean that there are too many electric
refrigerators, radios and cars, or even too much food
and clothing. Then why cannot these workers be em-
ployed producing additional refrigerators, radios, cloth-
ing and other things which we need and want?

The answer is capitalism. Capitalism is in the game

of production for profit and not for use. Production goes
on if it is profitable. It ceases if profits are not guaran-
teed. Jobs? They, too, depend on profits, The life of the
worker and his family in this social order depend upon
the willingness of the capitalist to produce and keep
factories open.

rd
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WHAT SOCIALISM MEANS
By Max Shachtman
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AN ANALYSIS OF PROFITS
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By Walter Weiss
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THE HERITAGE OF DEBS
By Henry Selfer

27th Anmversary of the Russmn Revoluflor

What Russian Workers Did in 1917

By STEVEN PARKER

On November 7, 1917, ome of the
great historic events of mankind
took place—the Russian Revolution.
The oppressed workers, peasants and
soldiers, under the leadership of the
Bolshevik Party, overthrew the capi-
talist government of Kerensky and
instituted the rule of the Soviets, the
councils of workers, soldiers and
peasants.

Not since the greai French Revo-
lution had society experienced such
an upheaval. Where the French Revo-
lution shook the very foundations of
feudal society, the Russian Revolu-
tion shook the very foundation of
modern capitalist society. the
hearts and minds of exploiters, capi-
talists, landlords and militarists the
world over, there was fear that the
day of their rule had come to an
end In the hearts and minds of the

) V. L. LENIN

working class there was hope—hope
that the era of capitalist exploitation

 was finished.

The revolution provided the living
proof that the working “class could
win state power, and establish a state
based on socialist principles. It was
an ever-present refutation 1o the

faint-hearted, to the cynical, to the -
who cried and whined.

reformists,
that the working class was weak,
powerless, undeveloped and that its
only opportunity of bettering its po-
sition in society lay in supporting the
more progressive section of the capi-
talist class, the class enemy. "

THE GREAT PROBLEMS

The Russian Bolsheviks saw clearly
the problems of society, Either the
working class established the rule
of the Soviets, or else Russia was
doomed to go back to the rule of
black reaction, of the Czar, of pog-
roms, of ignorance, illiteracy and ac-

tual starvation. To their undying
credit and glory, they acted boldly
and audaciously and they established
‘the workers’ state.

Russia was one of the most back-
ward nations in the world. Some-
where in the forward march of his-
tory it had been left behind. The-
fendal remnants were powerful in
Bussia. The overwhelming majority
of the people were peasants, not far

removed from serfdom. The Czar and .
- his corrupt hangers-on, the :nohility, 5

and the landlords lived lavishly,
while the great mass of people lived
under conditions of the most abject
poverty.

The capitalist class was weakl and
tied to foreign imperialisms. It had
thoroughly demonstrated its inability
1o solve the problems of Russia. It
could not and would not give land
to the peasants. It could not and
would not give democracy and free-
dom to the people. It could not and
would not separate the church from
the state. It could not and would not
give freedom to the cultural aspira-
tions of the many different nationali-
ties that made up the prison that was
Czarist Russia. In other words, it was
incapable of solving the problem of
the capitalist bourgeois revolution.
It was the prisoner of both the feu-
dal nobility-and foreign imperialism.

WEAKNESS OF REFORM

In the two revolutions that preced-
ed the Bolshevik Revolution of No-
vember, 1917, the new capitalist
class had displayed its impotence. In
1905 the mass of people had arisen
against the Czar and for ifreedom.
They had organized soviets and de-
manded basic reforms in the strue-
ture of Russia. But the capitalists
did nothing, the Czar made a few
concessions and in a short time his
power was returned and social con-
ditions became worse than ever.

Again in February, 1917, the war-
weary masses arose. Russia had suf—-
fered enormous casualties in the war.
The people were sent out, ﬂl-cla_uj, -
armed, like unwanted cattle, to die
in a futile, senseless war. Russia. suf-

fered greater casualties than any"

other country on the side of the ‘Al-

lies. The entire economy of the uli!ln-_

try was disorganized. '

The provisional government ‘that
was set up after the February up-
heaval enjoyed the confidence of the
people. But by its, actions it soon lost
the confidénce of the people and, be-
came more and more openly the in-

strument of reaclion. The governinent
was headed by Mensheviks and So-
cial Revolutionaries. These were so-
cialist parties, but their theory was
that Russia was not as yet ready for
socialism.

Their theory was that first in Rus-
sia, the ‘development of a capitalist
class was required. In practice, as
each issue arose, they adopted the so-
Iufions of capitalism and not the
needs,of the people. The government
that had been ‘established with a
sirong soclahst coloration became
more and more the property of the
capitalist class and had the Bolshe-
viks not seized power this situation
would have led inevitably to the rule
of Kornilov (a most reactionary mili-
tarist). In August of 1917 Kornilov
did try to smash the government and
it was only the efforts of the Bol-
sheviks that halted him.

WHAT BOLSHEVISM STOOD FOR

Against the efforts of Kerensky &
Co., the Bolsheviks, led by Lenin and
Trotsky, presented their program for
the solution to the crisis. The masses
wanted an end to the war. Kerensky,
acting in the interests of Allied im-
perialism, wanted the confinuation of
the war. To the demands of the peo-
ple for peace, he countered with emp-
ty - mouthings of “obligations,” “our
glorious allies,” “the Huns” and
“our glorious motherland.”

The Bolsheviks presented their de-
mands with the utmost simplicity.
“What is it that ithe masses want?”
they asked. It could be summed up
the the following words: land, peace
and bread. It was something that ev-
ery worker, peasant and soldier could
understand.

To the soldier the Bolsheviks said:
“We are for the immediate end of the
war, We want a peace without indem-
nities, without annexations and with
the rights of all peoples to self-de-
fermination.” Let the Allied impe-
rialists, who are today destroying the
workers and suppressing the de-
mands of the people for indepen-
dence, who demand reparations and
.would bleed the peoples of the world
for years to pay for the imperialist
wayr, answer this most democratic
demand of the Bolsheviks.

'To the peasants the Bolsheviks said,
seize the land. This act was a hun-
dred years belated. They said that
the provisional government will not
do this for you. Only the rule of the
Soviets will guarantee your owner-
ship of the land.

To the workers they said, discredit-
ed capitalism cannot develop any fur-
ther our economy, The ownership of
the means of production, of the shops,
banks, mines and t{ransport system
must be transferred to the working
class.

This program won the support of
the masses. Kerensky was left with
only the capitalist class to rely on.
To realize this program the Soviets
assumed the full power.

FOR A WORLD OCTOBER

The Socialist Revolution, the rule
of the working class, was a fact.

Much has been written about the
violence of the Bolsheviks. The truth
is that very few revolutions in his-
tory were accompanied by so little
violence.. Strange are these charges
in the lips of those who had no com-

LEON D. TROTSKY

punction at all in sending Russians by
the millions into the carnage of the
imperialist war. There was so little
violence because the heart and soul
of the Russian workers were behind
the Bolsheviks.

Much has happened since the great
days of the Revolution. With Russia
isolated and weary, power was seized

by Stalinism and the great accom- .

plishments of the Revolution de-
stroyed

But neither Sta]mism nor capital-
ism can besmirch the great ideals and
teachings of the Revolution. The
working class did reach power. It
.was able to maintain the power. And
workers will always know that if it
was possible for the working class
of Russia, one of the most backward
countries, fo establish a workers’
state, then how easy it will be for
the workers in more advanced coun-
iries to do the same thing.

Behind the Demobilization Slow-Down

By JOE LEONARD

The Navy’s fleet is exhibited in New York har-
bor, while the men overseas are told they must
wait.their return home due to shipping shortages.
Ship owners testify that they are sometimes or-
dered to sail from foreign poris without iroops
they could easily carry home. And there is evi-
dence that these same ship owners do a little dirty
work on their own, sidetracking ships into profit-
able commercial voyages instead of military trans-

port. 3

Here at home where we. are closer to it we see

the same sort of monkey business

clearly. Letters from servicemen and from their
families pour into Congress protesting thousands
of cases of discharges being held up. Men with
points to spare, men over-age, men who are wait-
ing around in camps with nothing to do. Soldiers
and sailors who did their share and more are being

SK F Picket Line Holds Fir

(Contnued frm?n-pnge 1)
CIO union at New York Shipyard in
Camden.
2000 PICKETERS :
. Hardly had the cheering for this

wlemonstration of working class so--

\lidarity died down, when another
storm of. cheering broke out as the
banners of Local 42, Cramp Ship-
yard workers came into sight. Num-
bering another hundred, they too,
marched into the lines where they
were soon joined by delegations from
the UAW, UE Transport Workers
Union, Hosiery, Baldwin Steel, NMU
and a number of others.

Shortly after 8 am., a company of-
ficial drove up and demanded that

given the run-around instead of discharges. What
is the matter? What's behind the stalling by the

military bosses?

even more

the police clear a way through the
picket lines. As the polite inspector
gave the signal for the attempt to
hack through the massed lines, the
line gave slightly for a second un-
der the impact of bodies and swinging
clubs, ‘then, like a giant sling-shof,
snapped back, sending dozens of cops
flying into the street.

The cops made two further attem,ptb
to break through and gave up finally
when enraged pickets started jog-
ging one of the bosses’ cars up and
down, which led to his hasty with-
drawal from the scene.

INJUNCTION SOUGHT

The company ordered the cops-" to
break through the lines again the

Iron Range and the

(Continued from page 1)
the coal miners wqn their $1.37 a day
pay increase earlier in the year, the
price of coal has risen at least twice
—and the burden has fallen on the
workers.

The CIO-PAC and the Nat:onal
Citizens PAC have spent millions of
dollars and marshalled millions of
labor votes—for the benefit of the
Awin darlings of Wall Street, the Re-
publican and Democratic Parties.
Electing -eighty-eight representatives,
twelve U. S. senators and a President
in 44 almest got labor, from Demo-
crats and Bepublicans hoth, a Hitler-
ite laher dvaft, New these same
“riemds of Jabor’ make billion-dollar
nesteggs for the corporations in the
form of tax cuts, tax refunds, guar-
anteed profits.and other devices. At

the same time they castigate the
workers as bums and loafers for de-
manding $25 unemployment pdy for
iwenty-six weeks and condemn mil-
lions of workers o starvation “‘ages,
uncmployment and breadlines.

The new formula that is necessary
is an independent Labor Party. Labor
can no longer fight the union-busting
corporations and their political re-
serves without its own independent
political instrument. Every company-
provoked stirike staged by the/unions
is weakened or completely broken by
open' government intervention. Clas-
sical examples of how the wvast po-

litical power of government is used -

to Breal strikes and hold doewn the
living standards of the workers are
the recent CIO Rubber: Workers’
strike at Akron, the truck drivers

PREPAREDNESS FOR WAR

Some people think the generals and admirals
are reluctant to release the servicemen because
they want to keep their jobs. But the bureaucrats
of many civilian wartime agencies did themselves
out of jobs without any delay. No, the reason for
refusal to release servicemen with all possible
speed is more ominous. They are preparing already
for another war! Not just the brass hats, but the
whole Administration and a large section of Con-
gress are committed to a policy of “preparedness.”

It’s not that they expect to keep the present
servicemen in to fight again. The next war prob-
ably won’t break out THAT soon. But the slower
the rate of discharges, the greater the number of
men who will always be in uniform, because con-

scription keeps bringing men in. The government
wants to maintain a large standing Army and

Navy because it is planning for another war. It

‘next day, but this time the picket

lines were even larger than the aay-

before, numbering over 2000, and
they gave up after one allempt. Most
‘of the CIO unions on the scene dou-
bled their numbers on this day, espe-
cially the shipyard workers from
Loecals 1 and 2.

Their color and fighling spirit gave
a real lift to the spirits of the strikers.

As the week ended lines were still
solid. “{here there had been several
victims of violence on Oect. 23, there
was only one injured on the 24th,
Irving Fleet, a stewardr of 2898.

However, the company’s lust for
blood has not been satisfied and it
has asked for a court injunction
against mass picketing. It has been

does not want to let the number of men in uni-
form get below four million because it knows the
American people will not tolerate building up such
a war machine again,’once the demobilization con-
tinues below that figure.

The plan originally announced called for re-
leasing seven and a half million men in eighteen
months, and conscription was to continue indefi-
nitely at the rate of 50,000 a month. This would
mean a military ‘force .of four and a half million
men after eighteen months, nearly twice as many
men as were in service BEFORE the armistice in
1918. Maj.-Gen. Anderson, Assistant Chief of Air
Staff, nnounced that at least a million men would
be kept in the air force alone.

(Aticle Two will appear next week)

rumored that granting of the injunc-
tion, expected Monday, will bring
mounted police to the SKF gates to
institute a campaign of vmlence to
break’ the union.

The company has also filed suit for
iwo million dollars against the Union,
charging interference with normal
conduct of their business (millions in
profits) by the union.

It is interesting to note, that de-
spite PAC endorsement of the slate
of Democratic Parfy candidates in

-the local elections, that Party has

not issued one statement in support
of the steelworkers. For that kind
of support, the steelworkers and all.
workers will have to build a Labor
Party and build it soon.

Labor Party - -

strike at Chicago 'and the CIO Oil
Workers strike.

In each of these cases the federal
agencies stepped in on the side of
the companies, “seized” the struck
properties, then ordered the workers
back to work at the same rotien
wages and conditions. To meet that
government-big business assault, la-
bor must organize a Labor Party,
nominate and elect its own . candi-
dates to office and thus establish a
workers’ government in the United
States. Then, and only then, can the
banks, - the mines, heavy industry,
chain slorés, trangportation and -the
public utility giants be nationalized.
This step iz the key to the job secu-
rity, real pensions, guaranteed wages,

+30-hour week, etc., that labor can and

must have in:this production para-

dise.

In order to apply this new formula
of an independent Labor Party, Min-
nesota miners, together with the long-
suffering workers everywhere, mist
get into motion. They must agitate
in their local unions for an indepen-
dent political arm for labor. They
must point out how ridiculous it is
for labor to go on teossing its thirty-
odd million votes away to company
candidates when the votes could be
used to nominate and elect genuine
labor candidates to every office in
the land, They must fight for the con-
version of the CIQ Pelitical Action
Commitiee inte a real Labor Party.
!'he a!t‘emative iz 2 milifary dicta-
torship; fascism, destruction of trade
unjons in the United States. It hap-
pened in Germany. Ifaly, Japan....

Nals

Mixed 'l'roops-
Got Along OK
In lnfantry |

By Eleanor Masen

A decisive affirmative answer to the question of the
ability of Negroes and whites to get along was given in

a long-suppressed repori, only recently made available, :

on the conduct of Negroes in mixed infantry divisions
which Lieut.-Gen. Brehon Somervell presented to theé
War Department. The report details the excellent record

of Negro soldiers who lived, played, fought and died .

with their fellow white soldiers.

The findings of the Somervell report bear out the
contention that Negro and white can get along well once
outside divisive influences are eliminated. This, of

course, has been amply demonstrated in the factories °

and in the unions.

THE SUPPRESSED REPORT

Based on official army interviews with white officers
and men in seven infantry divisions with volunteer Ne-:
gro platoons, the report of Somervell’s information and
education division tells of the excellent performance of
the Negro soldiers in combat and their acceptance as
equals by white soldiers, Two hundred and fifty personal
interviews and 1,900 unsigned filled-out questionnaires

were the basis for the repori. Most of the men stated :

that originally they had been apprehensive about asso-
ciating with Negroes. After ithey had served in combat

together with the Negroes, however, three-fourths of the

men declared their attitude had changed. Since most of
the men in two of the divisions were Southerners, the
Negroes had to surmount deep-seated prejudice. They
did so easily once the whites got to know them and saw
ihey were made of the same stuff as themselves.

The results of this modest experiment of mixed,

groups were suppressed on Somervell’'s recommendation.
Why? Because the brass hats cannot permit the cirula-
tion of the most elementary truths that blast Jim Crow.
The fact that they found a new source of supply for their
war machine was not sufficient reason for them to-allow
the report’s publication and use by progressive anti-Jim
Crow forces as further proof of the equality of Negroes
and whites.

The Army brass hats and the government found -it
extremely feasible to set up these mixed groups. When
the necessities of their war demanded it, they encour-
aged amity between Negro and white. Their primary
concern was to improve the fighting strength of their
army in the imperialist war. In part, too, the War De-
partment acted in response to the pressure of Negroes
and ‘progressives, who demanded 'the complete elimina-
tion of Jim Crow from the Army. But even this experi-
ment called for all-Negro platoons in the midst of white
divisions. The Army did not actually abolish Jim Crow.
This trial plan was conducted mainly to find a new sup-
ply of good fighting men.

WHAT.WAS PROVED ' )

LABOR ACTION, as its readers well know, is not
interested in finding soldiers for the boss Army. We op-

posed .the ‘war and consistently fought for all labor—
Negro and white—against the war profiteers. We ham-

mered away at the Jim Crow policies of the armed

forces. We pointed out that they were a continuation

of Jim Crow at home. However, once ithe Negro was -

drafted into the bosses” Army, we demanded the saml}
rights for him as for the white soldier, insisting that he

be given equal- standing and not.be thrown all ‘the dirty

work.

This report’s findings answer the race-haters and the
race-baiters, the Gerald Smiths and the Rankins and the
Bilbos, It demonstrates that given equal opportunity the
Negro turns in the same record as the. white and affords

additional ammunition in the struggle of white w_ol_"k;er'

and Negro to end Jim Crow and discrimination. With
this understanding both can work and fight together in
a real war—in the war, for freedom and labor’s eman-
cipation.

Gannett !'omonis
chket-l.ine Violence

Labor is emerging in this post-war period as 2 com~
bination of bogeyman, big bad wolf and general scape-
goat. According to Victor Riesel of the New York Post,
the police depariment of one Western city is taking the
current strike wave as a‘personal insult, The police chicf
has added a “riot conirol” course to the police sohoul
curriculums, probably motivated by hallucinations of
the Red flag being implanted on the City Hall by tough
CIOers who once turned out Flying Fortresses.

The course merely contains simple instructions on
how to shoot into crowds when the strikers get rough,
how to handle a picket line and how to toss tear gus
grenfides.

The fear of the recent strikes, from which violence
on the part of the strikers has been noticeably mlssmg.
is characteristic of a hysteria which is not quite unin-

spired. Much of it is planned and created by propaganda ;

agencies of the powerful capitalist partles—Bepubhcan
and Democratic alike.

This is no minor effort. Recently thousands o_lf big
business executives found in their mail a sliék, ‘illus-
trated thirty -two-page magazine called “America’s Fu-
ture.” It was published by Frank Ganneit’s Committee
for Constitutional Government, the country’s biggest

propaganda agency, financed by Republicans, Practically -

every other page, and the cover, carried photographs of

picket-line violence illustrating a serifs of anti-union -

articles with titles such as “A Blueprint for Revolution,”
“Laber’s Middlemen,” “The Right to Work,” “Why Shop
Papers Are Red,” ete. These pictures were discovered by
Riesel to be five-year-old pre-war vintage stills of the
CIO strike at Ford's River Rouge planf, .

Gannett’s publicity men simply filled the mnga.zine
with these pictures without bothering to report the time
and place of action. Since they showed pickets wearing
United Automobile Workers (CIQ) caps, the impression
conveyed was that these were shots of the “blg trouble”
in Detroit several weeks ago.

One of the pictures shows CIO pickets thumbmg‘
their noses at some one. The Gannett caption reports
this as an instance of “defiance of the law,” 1mpiym8
the nose-thumbing was aimed at police. A check-of the
original photos disclosed that the CIO was ndlcuhnx
AFL workers who were crossing the picket line. ]

Gannett’s committee further - -recommends that read-
ers “urge local law enforcement officers to uphold the
constitutional right to work and to suppress sirike law=

lessness without calling on the federal government, Tell

them you will protect them from political reprisals. Tell
lawless labor organizers you will do your sworn dlli;y"

LABOR ACTION calls attention to this vicious- action
of the Republicans. At the same time we hold no brief
for the Democratic Party or any other elements of capis

‘tallst. politics which only serve the interests of blg bu;i-
ness. Labor has ihe potential strength: to bacovne .ﬂm "

overwhebning political force in this country
should therefore organize its own :ndqpendent wwltlng
class party to preserve and guards its. nghts and

and eventually to form a workers! state i
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