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New York Workers! Join the Workers Party Picket Line!
Picket the British Consulate, 650 Fifth Ave., Saturday, Nov. 17, 11 A. M.

Demand British Withdraw from Indonesia! Freedom for the |ndonesmns'

JOIN THE PICKET LINE!
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U. S. Steel
Falsifies Its
War Profits

By M. HOWARD

The struggle between the
United Steel Workers of Amer-
ica (CIO) and Benjamin F.
Fairless, president of U. S.
Steel, over the union’s demand
for a $2.00-a-day wage raise
seems to be deepening by the
hour. Philip Murray, union
president as well as CIO head, has
‘told - Fairless flatly that he wants a
yes or no answer on the question,
while Fairless has said, jyst as flatly,
that U. S. Steel can't possibly raise
wages until-‘OPA raises steel prices.

Murray, in his demand for a yes
or ‘no answer, has the tremendous
strike’ power of the United Steel
Workers of America behind him, And
behind the Steel Workers are the
whole CIO and a large section of the

' 1abor movement of the United States.
Granted -only piddling wage in-
creases demanded and desperately
needed during the war, the Steel
: Workers are in no mood fo wait
longer. now that the war is over,
Wage -demands that were necessary
a year.and two years ago, are much
more necessary now, when cutbacks,
layoffs. and reductions in take-home
pay have made pay envelopes but
slim shadows of their former selves.
In the face of the united threat of
the Steel Workers and the CIO to
strike if the workers’ wage demands
are not met, U. S. Steel's Benjamin

(Continued on page 2)

Results of
New York
Elections

William O’Dwyer, Democrat-Amer-
fcan Labor Party candidate for. mayor
of New York City, was elected by a
record plurality of 685,000 votes in the
New- York municipal elections held
- on.'Tuesday, Nov. 6. The Tammany-

Stalinist. candidate for Mayor was .

elected ‘at the conclusion of one of
the most cynical and apathetic cam-
paigns that has ever been waged in
the history of New York City politics.

Max Shachtman, candidate of the
Workers Party for Mayor of New
York, received the small tfotal of
869 votes. Farrell Dobbs, candidate
of the Socjalist Workers Party which
appeared on the voting machines as
the Trotskyist Party, received ap-
proximately 4200 votes. Both candi-
dates appeared on the same line of
the voting machine, with the name of
Dobbs appearing first. Both figures
are based on unofficial Police Depart-
ment reports.

When the Board of. Elections allo-

cated positions on the voting machines *

last: Aogust, the Workers Party pro-
tested its unprecedented action in
placing the candidates of two parties
on one line. It was evident at that time
that many votes cast for Shachtman
would go to Dobbs. The name of Dobbs
- appeared . in .the same column with

the. other candidates and Shachtman's '
name.appeared in a column that has

neyer been' used for any Mayoralty
candidate.
The indicator on which appears the
name of the parties, read Trotskyist-
Workers, then the name of Dobbs fol-
lowed by Shachtman. Since.the Work-
ers Party is known through its prop-
aganda and factory activity as a Trot-
skyist Party, and since its candidate
Shachtman is known as a Trotskyist,
‘the confusion that arose is obvious.
~ How. many. votes were lost will
never be known, and it is not im-
portant. In the last election held in
1841, the Workers Party received 2200
votes apd ‘the SWP received 1100 votes

to;' 2| total of 3300 votea. 'This time.the

wontlaued on page 2):

to. approve them smkg‘

. . . They respect the right of all peoples to choose the farm of gov-
ernment undér which they shall live . . ."—Atlantic Charter

Windsor Ford Strike: A Fine

Example of Union Solidarity

By LEE ROBERTS

DETROIT, Nov. 11—A victory was gained by the militant strikers
of Local 200, UAW-CIO, against the Ford Motor Co. of Canada,
in Windsor, with the announcement that 400 Royal Mounted Po-
lice and provincial police had left Windser on November 10. The
outside police were removed without bomg used, because of the
invincible solidarity and determination of the entire labor move-

ment in Windsor.

In answer to the threat of force by the provincial government

to break their strike, 15,000
pickets set up a two-mile bar-
ricade of 1,000 ears, trucks and
buses, which jammed traffic
for miles around the plant

gates and left city police com-
pletely helpless. The bumper -to-

bumper barricade remained for two .

days and was removed only upon or-
ders of executive officers of the union,
who_declared that negotiations had
taken a favorable turn and that the
barricade, “‘undoubtedly préevented the
shedding of blood which would have
been the result of any police attempt
to break the picket line.”

The situation in Windsor is close
to a general strike. The Ford workers
have been out for two months and
were joined last. week by 8,000 more
UAW workers from thirty plants, all
members of Amalgamated Local 195.
Six thousand five hundred AFL
workers and 5,000 members of the
Canadian Congress of Labor in Wind-
sor have already taken strike votes
and are ready to walk out the min-
ute any attempt is made to bredk the
Ford strike. Workers of Local 195

had voted. to strike four different

times but. were -held back by refusal
of; the :intérndtional -executive board
¢D they

.

finally did walk out, it was still
without international sanction.

Plans are being made for a possible
general labor holiday of thegentire
Canadian union movement, CIO and
AFL, in support of the Windsor
workers. '

WHAT THE VETS WOULD DO

Attorney General Leslie Blackwell,
responsible for sending the provincial
police over the protests of the Mayor
of Windsor, called the strike an “in-
surrection” -and said he was prepared
to use troops and government police

. to bBreak up the picket lines. Army

units stationed nearby -were issued
kits and rifles and were confined to
barracks; but the Attorney, General
failed to make good his threat, in the
face of labor's powerful threat of a
general strike. Pickets interviewed
by this reporter on the second day

iof the barricade agreed that they had

no fear of the soldiers if they were
sent. “They’d join us on the picket
line,” they said. Several were of the
opinion that if the soldiers were sent
against them, it would be the “begin-
ning of a revelution, with the.soldiers
on our side” Many servicemen in
um!orm walked ‘on the lines with the
pleketers. and hundreds of:the strik-
ersithemsélves were returned service-

4

men. Said one picket captain: “If
the Army comes, there’ll be one big
strike, from coast to coast.”

George Burt, Canadian regional
director of the UAW, claimed in a

(Continued on page 2)

How Frankensteen Was Defeared

By MARTIN HARVEY

DETROIT—Mayor Edward Jef-
fries defeated UAW-CIO Vice-
President Richard T. Franken-
steen by over 57,000 votes in
the Detroit mayoralty cam-
paign. Marking the campaign
was the extreme bitterness of
the electioneering and the rec-
ord vote of 501,047 which sur-
passed the previous record for
a purely minicipal election of

over 400,000 votes in the so-called la-
bor campaign of 1937 when the UAW

first endorsed a full slate of candi-

datgs. 5

During the whole campaign the
jnitiative’ was in the hands of the
reactionary Jeffries. It was he who

determined the issues and set the tone -

of the campaign. Outstanding in the
issues presented by Jefiries was the
race question. Jeffries organized a
widespread undercover anti-Negro
campaign which surpassed his vicious
use of the question in the last munici-
pal election. The. central idea was
white supremacy in the City Hall and

the maintenance of the “purity” of

the. aﬁ-whlte nexghbonheods

\

T INDIES!

Bitter ﬁghhng continues in the Dutch East Indies as the British forces, employing warships,
planes, tanks and infantry have driven into the important naval base of Surabaya. The resistance”
of the Indonesian republican forces is still strong. They are fighting hard to achieve their ildl-
yendence not only from the Dutch, but the British as well.

No other event since the war began indicts the policies of the United Nations as this ono.
The republican forces have appealed to the United States and Russia to intervene.in their behalf.
But this is like calling one gang of imperialist brigands fo oust another. The United States has
made no response to the Indonesian plea; neither has Russia. To the everlasting shame of the
British Labor Party, its officials head a labor gwernmenl which pursues an imperialist policy no.

different from that of Churchiil.

British Prime Minister Attlee is in Washington making speeches about the end of imperial.
ism and the wonders of freedom while British military forces engage in a war against the repub-
lican movement of the Indonesians. This time is is not one of the Crown colonies which is invelved,
but an imperialist possession of the Netherlands. But if Great Britain has no business in the East

Indies, neither have the Duich.

The great pressure of the imperialists has already resulted in a change in the npnbllcﬂl ‘
cabinet. President Soekarno remains in his post in a new cabinet which retains only one member
from the old. The new Forelgu Minister and real head of the unrecognized republican goverlmonf

Palestine has resumed its 1936 role
of fomenting Arab-Jewish riots is re«-
vealed in a press dispatch from the
Overseas News Service, which names
names, gives dates and mentions
specific places. ’

One such incident concerns an
Arab gang chieftain who has been
hiding ‘since 1936 to escape arrest in
connection with the riots. He was
recently encouraged, to return to his
homeland, which he did on being
promised immunity. He was assisted
with agricultural machinery and live-
stock. Two months ago, he was ap-
proached by a Palestine government
agent and reminded of his obliga-
tions. He was ‘asked to organize Arab
gangs in his area for the purpose of
“resisting Jewish aggression.” He was
assured of financial aid, firearms and
other equipment,

Several weeks ago, a deputy inspec-
tor of the Palestine police visited an
Arab village which is situated near
a Jewish community. The villagers
were told by this inspector that. the
Jews were preparing to attack and
he advised them not to wait Dut to
go after the' Jews themselves. He
also promised them all the necessary
arms. '

These inflammatory attempts, of
which there have been many, have
not been successful as. yet because
the Arabs are suspicious of the Brit-
ish, fearing that they are about to be
used to start a war which the British
will use to annihilate Jews and Arabs.

Spearheading this anti-Negro cam-
paign were several bitterly reaction-
ary neighborhood papers such as the
Strathmore Home Gazette and the
Redford Record, which were given
city-wide distribution and which fea-
tured such fronti-page scareheads as
“White Neighborhoods Again in Peril
—Frankensteen Policy Up on Hous-
ing Negroes Here." Combined with
this was the secret distribution of
thousands of unsigned little cards,
which first made- their appearance in
the last local election, which were
distributed in white neighborhoods
to spread the fear that the Negroes
were attempting to take over the
city through Frankensteen. A typical

inscription on these cards, which
bore no union label, was: “FOR-
WARD! NEGROES! Unite with

Frankensteen for Mayor. We Negroes
Gave 21,572 Votes to Frankensteen
in Primary. LET'S PUT HIM IN
NOV. 6. A Negro Vote for Franken-
steen Is a Blow to White Exclusive
Areas.”

These same elements, however, dis-
tributed leaflets in Negro neighbor-
hoods charging Frankensteen and the
UAW with being anti-Negro. In the
same .way they initiated a whisper-
ing campaign charging that Franken-
steen was' Jewish,

British Again Foment
Arab-Jewish Riots

That the British Colonial Office in

yet - distributed .

The Jewish underground radio of
the Haganah, resistance movement of

“the™ sttadrurt{ “(federationof labor -

unions and parties), has made numer-
ous charges of similar British actions.
The government has not denied any
of them..It is well know, for exam-
ple, that most of the Arab leaders
who were exiled as a result of their

‘activities in the 1936 fighting and also

in the Nazi inspired uprising in Iraq
a few years ago, have been encour-
aged to return and that these chiefs
who are mainly followers of the
Grand Mufti are very friendly with
the British.

The desire of the Jewish masses
for an open door to further immigra-
tion and the need of the Arab masses
to shake off feudal domination and
the British imperialist grip, make
them natural allies. Should the eriti-
cal turn of events during the next
few years give rise to a unified Arab-
Jewish revolutionary movement for
independence this movement would
be able to strike a real blow against
British imperialism and for lndapen-
dence.

' d i Y

For a full stery on the Pales-

tinian situation, see 'stery by

J. K. on Page Four of this issue
of LABOR ACTION.

newspapers in the Jewish neighbor-
hoods charging Frankenstgen with
being a friend of Fafher Coughlin
and an anti-Semite. Even the regular
daily press gave support to this
campaign by featuring prominently
news items on the extent of Frank-
ensteen’s Negro support and charg-
ing
represented only a minority of the
population,

The second miajor issue in Jeffries’

campaign which was constantly com-

bined with the first was the “red
scare” and the charge that the CIO'

wanted to take over the city. On both
of these issues Frankensteen devoted
his time to denying the charges. He
did not represent the Negroes, he
sdid, but all the people. He was not
a red and the CIO did not want to
take over the city. He offered no
program for the Negroes to put an
end to the discrimination and segre-
gation to which they are subjected
and he offered no program to labor
or the people as a whole on the many
vital problems which exist, forémost
among them being jobs and security.
His only positive statements were
devoted to presenting himself as more
efficient, as more concerned with im-
proved bus service and ‘cleaner:alleys.

Without an aggresslve program. for .:

repeatedly that Frankensteen

is Sutan Sjahrir, referred to as
"youthful socialist Inder.“

buf a moderate.

Sjahrir has already cxpmud
himself critically of the Indo«
nesian youth "for committin
all sorts of crimes.” Ob\rlously
their main crime is that they
have been fighting for mdepen— :
dence _and .demanding.the ouster: of.
all imperialist rulers and their artm!d :
forces. But the real criminals in thi§
situation are .the Dutch, the .British
and the United Nations Organization, -
which is stony silent while two of its -
members proceed to violate the-right ::
of a subject colonial nation to assert !
its freedom.

Labor in the United States and al.l
over the world must raise the ecry
against the Dutch and British: Get
out of Indonesia!

All support to the Indoneslan psﬂ-
ple in their struggle for freedom and
independence! '

L ]
By JESSIE KAAREN

Two news stories cdncerning the §
British Empire occupied front page
prominence in most of the New York
newspapers a few days ago, each of
these stories being such a bitter com-
mentary on the other, that it almost -
seemed. their arrangement side by .
side was planned instead of being ac-
cidental, as it. actually was. In the
outside column was. a description of
Prime Minister Attlee’s  speech :on’
leaving England for the United States
to discuss the atom bomb with Presi~ "
dent Truman. It was captioned, “Atom " -
Bomb Killed Imperialism, Attlee Dev
clares.” The story to the left of it was -
headed, “Ultimatam Served by Bﬂihh
in Java.”

“India’s independence has been
there for the asking,” said Attlee.

(Continued on page 4)

labor and the people, without ullin;
on the middle class to support labor
in this program, it was impossible for
Frankensteen to answer the viciously
reactionary charges of Jeffries. If lils
denials are valid, that is, if he does
not represent labor but “all the Peo-
ple,” thén:why should anyone sup-
port him rather than Jeffries, who .
claims the same thing? Xt his denials -
areinot true, that is, if he does repré-
sent.labor, then why should'the waid-"
dle. class, the storekaepers, the - p!'e-
fessionals, ete.,: support ankenlh!l
when they see no difference’ between
“labor’s” program and Jeffries’ m‘o-
gram? ;
With Frankensteen presenting ho
program, it was easy for the middle
class voter to be fooled into thinking
that there was some undercover plot
involved in which CIO officials were
going to use the city government tor
their own niysterious ends. The Tes
sult was a sharp division between la-
bor and the middle class which ral-
lied to Jeffries. The key to labors
participation in politics is the: ques-
tion of how this can be prevented.

There is only one answer—and ;
that answer has been tested by events
in'the United States and in European

(Continued on page e




LABOR ACTION

ET RS - T R

By e S e A e by

Page 2

[REWS AND VIEWS FROM THE LABOR FRONT

(Continued from page I.)

press release that the union had evi-
dence that the provincial police had
. been sent to Windsor on “trumped-,
up”’ charges. Under the camouflage of
“protection of life and property,” po-
lice were brought in to help the com-
pany take more men into its plants.
The union allowed five watchmen
per shift to enter. The company has
used every trick in the book, except
. negotiation with the union on its
strike demands, to get more men
through the lines. Through its fire
insurance underwriters, the company
appealed to the government,for more
protection against fire inside its $35
million plants. Ever alive to the
needs of “private property,” the gov-
ernment lost no time in granting the
company’s request. But the govern-
ment has thus far taken no steps to
force the company to negotiate with
the union and thereby put an end to
the so-called fire danger.
The famous coal pile which is sup-
posed to be burning and the gas tank
_near the power house which is sup-
posed to be in danger of exploding
are a big joke to -the pickets at the
power house, who can easily see
through the company's fake claims.
It ‘Was' for protection against these
two hazards that outside police were
senit in. The union knows, however,
that two additional shiploads of coal
have been added to the pile without
& request to the fire department by
the dompany to extinguish the “smol-
dermg fire,” and that the gas tanks
wete shui off on October 1, thereby
eliminating the danger of leakage. In
addition, the union has offered to let

(Continued from page 1)
joint vote is about 5200, an increase of
about 2,000 votes for the left-wing so-
cialist candidates. ‘It still indicates
that there is a long, hard road ahead

_to break the working class from cap-
. italist parties.

WHAT OF LABOR POLITICS

dependent labor action, and a blow at
the policies of labor collaboration
with thé capitalist parties. The Amer-
jtan Labor Party which is composed
= of an alliance between the Commu-
nist Party and Sidney Hillman was
in the vanguard of the campaign for
O'Dwyer. They really carried the ball

"Phe elections were a defeat for in-

[ BUSINESS MANAGER'S

PRESS ACTION

the fire department in at any time
for inspection.

WHY THE STRIKE

Every person on the picket line is
familiar with the issues involved in
this magnificent strike. For seventeen
imonths the union has been negotiat-
ing with Ford on terms of a cof-
tract. The company refuses to grant
the union’s demands on any impor-
tant issues. These include: guaranteed
annual wage, no reduction in take-
home pay, union shop and check-
off, two weeks' vacation with pay,
proper grievance procedure.

In an information bulletin on their
strike demands, the union states, in
regard to its wage demands: “The
Ford workers are on siriké for an
annual wage which”™ will gnarantee
that they will Teceive sltﬂilsient
money to keep theif wives and’ fam-
ilies for the entire year. We knbw
the company can ‘afford to pay be=
cause we have the figures on the
amount of mohey i.hey made during
the war and ‘previous to the “war.
The Ford Motor Co. made $27 mil-
lion during the war before taxes were
paid. They paid out $9 milliori in
tliﬂ\lleﬂd's anid' added $6 million to
their cagh reserves after taxes. They
will also obtain a refund of $1,703,-
000 on their taxes. The assels of the
company increased from $68 million
to $95 million.”

On the subject bf grievance proce-
dure and collective bargaining; - the
union says: “The company will
agree to recognition of stewards and
committeemen but insists on certain
regulations which confine the stew-

ard or committeeman to such an ex-
tent that it is almost impossible to
operate the collective agreement, We
feel that the collective agreement
should be used to prevent grievances
from accruing. The company seems
to’ think that it can cause as many
grievances to accrue as it wishes be-
cause we have a grievarce procedure
in the agreement to take care of
them. This is a misconception of the
value of collective bargaining.”
UNION-BUSTING DRIVE

Every worker in Windsor feels that
the struggle of the Ford workers is
his struggle. The Ford Motor Co. sets.
the pattern in Windsor. Victory for
Ford worketrs will mean similar vic-
tories for all workers.
baptam from Local 195 related, as an
example, that Gar Wood Co., a sub-
contractor of Ford, was ready to
grant his workers two weeks' vaca-
tion with pay, but was prevented by
the threat of W. Campbell, Ford of
Canada president, to cancel his con-
tract; ’ '

Despite efforts of the federal Min-
ister of Labor and other government
coneiliators, . the" company. stands
firm in its refusal to negotiate until
the strikers go back to work. Thus
Ford lives up to its reputation of
being inferested primarily in smash-
ing the unioft mdvemeént.

So important is this strike that it
has become the subject of discussion
on the floor of the national Parlia-
ment. In Canada, unlike the United
‘States, there ate members of the
Commons who were elected on the
basis of a socialistic, labor program—

.

One plcke‘t .

Windsor Ford’s Militanf Strike--

mémbers of the Canadian Common-
wealth Federation. The CCF mem-
bers have protested the use of the
mounted police in Windsor and have
madé¢ speeches giving full su port to
the strikers. One CCF member from
Cape Breton stated: “Organized laboi-
in this couniry recognizes that’ 1he
¥ord strike ié not merely a struggle
on the part of the Ford workers for
union security or a slight increase in
wages, It is the official demonstra-
tion on the part of industry in this
province to -smash the unions and
trade union agreements. They are not
going to sit idly by and see that take
place in Windsor because they rec-
ognize it as the initial wedge being
driven in, action that will be fol-
lowed throughout ihe country. %
Another CCF member of Parlia-
ment, from Wmnibeg. in regard ‘to
the insurance com sanies’ pleas for
protection; said: hat was a sob
story on behalf of prbpert’y that real-
ly got under my skin. "For many long
weeks 10,000 WOrkers antl their fam-
ilies have been deprwed of their live-
lihood. We could have been given a
sob story on their behalf, but all we
got was a flat ‘No.'" Criticizing the
government for sending Mouiities to
Windsor, he. said: “This creates the
impression that there is a war beé-
tween the people of Canada and the
workers of the Ford plant. That is
not the case. The people of Canada
are with the Ford strikers in their
desire to achieve some measure of
the industrial democracy and better
standard of living which they believe

this war was fought for.”

York Election Results - -

for O'Dwyer, an unimpressive Demo-
cratic machine politician, and virtually
flooded the city with their literature
and loud speakers.

Despite the outpouring of money
and energy, the vote of the ALP was
far below expéctation. Theéy réceived
a vote of 260,000, which is 130,000
votes less than they garnered for
Roosevelt in 1944. And further evi-
dences of their lack of appeal can be
clearly seen through a comparison of
votes with the Stalinist councilmanic
candidates who ran openly as Com-
munist Party candidates and received
almost as many votes as O'Dwyer did
on the ALP line.

The c::nclusmn is obvious. Most of
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If you're so damn smart—

WHY AIN'T YOU RICH?

Since we started to write this col-

umn a few smart alecks around this
oﬂlce, jealous of our tremendous fan
mail, have been plaguing us with
that question.

Of course, we are much poorer than

. the famous church mouse, ‘but LA-

BOR ACTION is certainly ~getting
shead. 'Unfortunately, LABOR AC-
TION is not’ yet rich, but it sure is
getting new friends, new subscribers
every week, Anf right now that's
the wealth we treasure more than the
capltahstic green stuff.

Last week we set one hundred new
mbseriptioﬂs per week as our mark.

‘To¢ ‘our gratified surprise we
lchi&vet’l that mark this week.

New York City 28
Buffaloy ..coone o
Cleveland ... 3
BUHTON Lok cmiermabeis 10
Z Michigan .. =12
Reading —ooeeoeeoe. 3

mmonal

-

scription at once for—

DI G nainsvisssnivars
ARAYEBE i iivepmisiivminasiniinii
6/

e

O Enclosed is my payment.

srasvnseneean

T

Zone

Philadélphia ... T
New Jersey —ue 9
Streator .o . 3
Chieago ____________ . 3

Total o oo on s - 102

Let's see if we can hit the hunﬂred
mark efery week!

‘There aré many Workers Party
Branches whose names have not ap-
peared in the sub column for many
weeks. How dboiit getting into this
column every week?,

GET ANOTHER SUBSCRIPTION
THIS WEEK! SUBSCRIBE NOW!

)

Turd to page 4 for Emanuel Gar-
rett’s article on our monthly maga-
zine, The New Intérnational.

Since every LABOR ACTION

reader will want to become a sub-

scriber to The New International we
have— N

-

A SPECIAL OFFER...BUT... ONLY TO YOU!

You have been reading LABOR ACTION, the weekly newspaper
published in the interests of-labor.

The New International is its companion monthly magazine.

‘By taking advantage of this special offer you can also obtain
a copy of “T'he Fight for Socialism,” a book on socialism and
labor, written by Max Shachtman, the edltor of The New Inter-

_suascms NOW! 5 *
(Tear this blank here and mail)

-————-—--—————_—-———————-—-—t-.-——-————ﬂ

SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY OFFER

Dear Friend: During the coming critical year I wish to re-
“ceive every issue of The New ‘International—and to take
advantage of your introductory offer. Please enter my sub-
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|

[0 one year 4t only $1.50 }

O one year and a copy of the book, |

. “The Fight for Socialism’ at only $2.50 |
This offer is for a limited time only. - :
|

|

|

1

|

|

O Bill me later.
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the votes for the ALP were cast by
Stalinists and their fellow travelers.
And what is still clearer is the bank-
ruptey of the ALP which, excluding
the Stalinists, failed to crack any
large section of the New York work-
ing class. The New Yotkers just
couldn’t see the logic of voting for
O'Dwyer as an ALP candidate, when
they could cast a much more honest
vote for him as the candidate of
Tammany .Hall, '

The Liberal Party suffered a still
more ignominious defeat. Their vote
decreased from about 310,000 cast on
their line for Roosevelt in 1944, to
a mere 125,000 for Jndg‘e Jonah Gold-
stéifi, also the candidate of the Re-
publican Party.

The Liberal Party played real power
politics in their selection of a can-
didate. They made a deal with Gov-
ernor. Dewey and the Reépublican ma-
‘chine and picked Goldstein whose en-
tire 'life in politics has been that of
& Tantimany hack. As 2 matter of fact,
Goldstein had been bickering for the
Democratic nomination just before he
wWas offered the Republican leeral
nomination.

Dewey and the Liberals thought
.they were playing smart politics. They
cdlculated on the same vote that had
swept LaGuardia into office for three
consecutive terms. Besides they fig-
ured that ldstein would get the
so-called “Jewish vote.”

FOR THE FUTURE

LaGuardia was the third main fac-
tor in the election. Unable to pro-
cure a major nomination for himself,
he %an his protege Newbold Morris
as an independent candidate, thus in-
surmg the vietory of ODwyer It has
been rumored that LaGuardia made

i

a deal with Tammany, and in return
for running Morris, Tammany will
give him the, nomination for U. S.
Senator from New York State in
1946,

This is the background of the nom-
inations for Mayor. The Communist-
Hillman ALP supported O’'Dwyer be-
cause he is “carrying out the progres-
sive Roosevelt ]mlii:ies, ete,” The Lib-
eral Party selecteﬂ a Tammahy hack
together with the macﬁouary Dewey
“to further good goVemnient ” Is'it
any wonder that €liis was one of the
most dispirited ciﬁl‘p&lgﬁb in the his-
tory of New York City politics. -

The capitalist parties spent hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars on their
cimipaign. Their speeches were heard
constantly on the radio. Tt is difficult
for a working class party to compete
with the capitalist parties and their
almost unlimited résourcées. Only
with a labor candidate, and only with
a working class pragram“ can these
obstacles be overcome.

WHAT THE WP DID

The Werkers Party entered this
cantipaign with no ﬂruswni; ‘about the
outcotne. It is not a big electoral
party ‘When it made ‘the decision to

enter the’ campalgn, it ‘wds with the

understanding that it would utilize
the campalgn to réach as many work-
ers as possible wlth the program of
revolutionary socjalism, the program
of the Workers Pariy.

The Workers Party is very proud of
its accomplishments in this election

campaign. It realizes that its main

task in the coming peribd i§ to ‘lead
the working class of New York from
its reliance on capitalist cand:dates
and capitalist partiés to genuiné' in-
dependent labor political action.

u- sc Sfee’ Perif - —

(Continued from page 1)

Fairless is playing a phony game.
First he refused to bargain with the
union and its representatives. Then,
in the face of a public request by
Secretary ‘of Labor Schwellenbach
that he engage in collective bargain-
ing, although Schwellenbach clearly
indicated the spirit of the whole far-
cical ~labor - management conference
now going on in Washington by day-
ing that “the government is not in-
sisting upon any agreéement from
Your corporation as to a wadge in-
crease” — Fairless replied that it is
impossible for U. S. Steel to raise
wages, because it can't AFFORD
them unless steel price ceilings are
raised by OPA. '
This is a lying statement. U.. S.
Steel presents published réports show-
ing its profits after taxes to be only
aboiit a third larger than they were
before the war. The reports alse in-
dicate that U. 8. Steel's profits have
diminishéd drastically since 1941—or
all duting the war-boom yeafs. Gov-
ernment andlysts find that, on the
contrary, U. 8. Steel’s real profits
wére imore than THREE TIMES
HIGHER last year than they were
in the years immediately preceding
thie war. Here are the figures as U.
8. Steel sees them, and as the govern-
ment presents them:
U.S. Steel Government
Year Figures Figures
1936-39 (av.).$44,732,000  $45,098,000
lllfil 116,171,000 157,160,000

1943
1944

62,632,000 148,538,000
60,791,000 157,094,000
The reason for the tremendous dif-
ference in thesg two columns—an
average of around FIFTY-SIX MIL-
LION DOLLARS—lS hidden proﬂ(s
In reporting their yearly figures, U. s.
Steel hides this amount in fake “pen-
sion reserves,” which will never be
pald to any employees, and in padded
“amortization” or depreciation of
equipment: figures, coverihg deprecia-
tion and devaluation of factories and
machines that didn't take place,
Even if U. S. Steel did not report
its profits 100 per ‘cent correctly
to the governmeéiit, they could afford
to give the wage increases that the
Steel Workers are demandmg SIXTY
MILLION odd dollars that they call
profits is ‘money made by the siveat

of the Steel Workers of Ameriea. It .

rightly belongs to them as wages—
not in the pockets, safety vaults and
bank accounts. of coupon clippers
who didn't lift a finger to egrn it.

Philip Murray is right ifi demand-
ing a straight yes of no atiswér to
the Steel Workers' deriands. It is
high time Fairless afnd U. S. Steel
stopped telling lies about their prof=
its and demianding “telief” from the
OPA. What they mean is a “No” &n-
swer to Philip Muiray. They atre
afraid to give it flatly because they
are’ afraid a millich striking steel
w;;kers will change their déclsmn to
L s.l
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LEFT

The British Broadcasting Cor-
poration omitted transmitting one
part of aspeech by President Tru-
man in which he expressed the
“belief” that all peoples prepared
for self-government should be al-
lowed to choose their own form
of government. Of course, this was
qualified in the usual imperialist
style: when they are ready for it.
The part omitted read: “This is
true in Europe. in Asia, in Africa,
as well as in the Western Hemi-
sphere.” The reason given for the
omission "was that it was due to
the necessity of cutting' down the
speech to fit into the time allotted.
Wonder if they can hear BBC

.

Bethilehem Steel has refused to
pay an increase to its workers
on the ground that mahy of the
company’s preduets arg now be-
ing sold at a loss. P've finally fig-
ured out how all these industri-
alists inanage to stay in bnslness
while selling their goods at a
loss. They sell SO MANY at a
loss that they make a profit.

°

down in India, Burma, Malaya....

Britain, France, Russia and the
U. S. are disputing over the num-
ber of repatriated Gerrmans to take
into their zones, pleading that
there is neither food nor shelter
for them. Maybe they could ar-
range for some kind of a no-man’s
land for them to starve to death
conveniently Practically the
only humanitarian note in the
whole proceedings came from .
:,'our“ big - hearted government,
which has becbme wary of Rus-
sian attempis to send the worst
physical specimens west and is
insisting that refugees headed for
the American zone must be fit or
“we Wwon't aceept them.”

e
The dreaded virus of infantile
paralysis is snuffing out the
lives of hundreds of youngsters
and maiming the limbs of hun-
dreds of others here in these

United States. Yet a government

which can organize so magnifi-

cently for war, death, destruc-
tion, expend two billipn dollars
in creating AN atomic bomb and
billions more for a bigger army,
navy and air force, ¢annot find

By SHAW

either the time or the money to
save lives. One fine day the
workeérs will finally get fed up,
take mattérs into their own
hands and set up a workers’ gov-.
ernment that will aid in SAV-
ING lives, not in nnsmcirmq
them.
) L ]

The British have decided to
forego the practice of giving large
cash- gifts to the heads of the
armed forces as a reward for their
services. After the First World
War a field marshal and an admi-
ral of the fleet each received $500,-
000. Wonder how much that comes
to per corpse?

°
SHORT SHORT STORY
The papers report that sixty
per cent of the Poles in Britain
ptefer not to go home.
@

TOTALITARIAN CUL’I‘URE DE-
PARTMENT
In matters controversial
My perception's fine:
I can seeé both points of view,
The one that's wrong...and
1 ‘mine.

By JOHN BARNES

Even past masters of the art of de-
ception can't foel all of the people
all of the time. Less than five hun-
dred Buffalo workers responded to
the rally call of the CIO Council
Committee to Maintain Take - Home
Pay, which officially launched its
“fight” for the 30 per cent and $2.00 a
day increase Sunday, November 4.
Remembering the hackneyed hash
handed out at previous rallies with
labor’s “friends,” sleek pork-choppers
and sell-out Stalinists in the ,spot-
light, the rank and file thus showed
clearly that it is.fast losing faith in

the tactics, program and misleaders

of the past.

This latest polished performance,
with the same unholy trio in the sad-
dle, was but a continuation of the
“hot air and cold water” policy still
dominant here. Headed by Hugh
Thompson, regional CIO director and
living model of a bureaucratic suc-
cess story, eight representatives of
CIO internationals (five well known
Stalinists among them), one priest

(public member of thé Civic Full Em-
ployment Committée) and one AFL
heéad took their tur‘h before the mi-
crophone.

Without exception “all répeated, in
tiring detail, labor’s case as regards
the pressing need for wage increases
and most, with great fervor and rel-
ish, brought forth to some degree the
militant phrases’ and sentiments of
the pre-war years. Individually each
had a flavor of his own; one be-
moaned the passing of President Roo-
sévelt as a blow being felt at the
present and concluded with the jewel
of legic that local workers should
begin to seek the local solution in one
Tom Holling, Democratic Party and
ALP mayoralty candidate; one ad-
mitted that “telegrams and resolu-
tions are not enough”; another thun-
dered that “we must take care of
some congressmen”; still another
quoted at length from William Jen-
nings Bryan, Abraham Lincoln, Wal-

ter Reuther and George Addes.

Not one spoke of the absolute need
of channelling the struggle into the
political fleld; not one even so much

Labor Notes From Buffalo

as mentionéd an Independent Labor
Party.

In the closing minutes of the meet-
ing a collection was made toward
the beginning of a pro-labor propa-
ganda campaign in the press and ra-
dio and a statement of ;policy was
passed putting the assemblage on rec-
ord as being in favor ot the ralses
asked.

This writer has many times in the
past analyzed the role and perform-
ance of the local labor leadership.
This rally chariges nothing. In fadi,
thiis leadership is now, moré thin
ever, bankrupt and incapable. The
“friends” of labor, the tight-laced
bureaucrats' and the Stalinists have
not, singly or collectively, the pro-
gram or the will labor must have to
achieve a genuine victory. The task
of the rank and file militants contin-
ues to be the adoption of a program
such as advanced by the Workers
Party with the formation of an In-
dependent Labor Party as a program
spearhead. Real victory, concrete

gains, cannot be hoped for or realized

without such a program.

Wifﬁ the

In the future we will run a regular
column on the activities of all the
branches of the Workers Party. We
ask all comrades to send in reports
of activities, meetings, classes, etc.

L ]
We wish to take the occasion of

‘this’ first column to correct an un- '

pardonable oversight. ‘

It has been called to our attention
that in the fihal report of the PARTY
BUILDING FUND in the October 15
issue of LABOR ACTION, we omitted
special mention to the San Francisco
Branch.

Not only shpuld the San Francisco
Branch of the Workers Party have
received special mention, but the
highest honors. Our comrades there
hot- only showed their extraordinaty
devotion by raising almost three
times their quota, but besides finan-
cial assistance they haveé been ex-
tremély active in the struggle of la-
bor.

" The San Francisco comrades sent
in a total of $718.50. Their original
quota was $250. Hats off to all in
Frisco.

L ]

The Los Angeles Branch of the
Workers Party taltes this opportu-
nity to announce the opening of its
new headquarters: Labor Action, 127
South Broadway, Los Angele§, Calif.
Readers of LABOR ACTION, please
take note.

.

The headquarters of the  Detroit
Branch of the Workers Party, located
at 3773 Gratiot, is open on Mondays,
Wednesdays and Thursdays from 11
a.m.’to 3 pm. and on Tuesdays, Fri-
days and Saturdays from 11 a.m. to
3 p.m.

°

LABOR ACTION has alréady re-

ceived our article on the anti-Smith
picket line in Oakland. A letter was
delivered to the organizer of the So-
cialist Workers Party the day we
found out that Smith was to be in
the Bay area.

The organizer of the SWP, in re-
sponse to our proposal to organize a
joint ecampaign against Smith, stated
that before we could discuss matters
of a joint committee we would have
to thfash out whether there was in-
deed sufficient tactical agreement be-
tweéen our two organizations to war-
rant joint action.

They started out by stating that
their idea was to miobilize the labor
movetient and that all efforts should
be bent toward that aim. We agreed
that this’ came first and poinited out
that on the previous night ore of our
friends had' introduced, in fhe Sail-
ors Union of the Pacific, a re6ltition

] colléction ever brought between

._ Beautifully mimeographed ' with

Workers Party

attacking Smith, which carried; that
copies of this resolution would be
sent to the AFL Council and all
shoreside unions. They mentmned the
fact that they, too, were trying to
get resolutions passed in several lo-
cal unions.

We pointed out to them the Detroit
expériénce, where the Stalinist-dom-
inated CIO Council passed a resolu-
tion to demonstrate against Smith,

“but that it was necessary for us to

take the initiativé in distributing
leaflets to the membership of the
various unions, to inform them of
the decision of the CIO Council and
to call on them to join the picket
line agdinst Smith.

WE WENT AHEAD

The SWP flatly rejected our sug-
gestion that we issue joint leaflets in
order to back the -authority of the
picketing with two organizations and
assure a ‘wider circulation of the leaf-
lets through joining forces. The SWP
flatly rejected our suggestion that the
two organizations try to mobilize a
picket line, even if the CIO should
not move.

The SWP finally again flatly re-
jected the formiation of a joifit strat-
egy commitiee even though we were
the only two organizations which

agree that fascism must be iiet by

direct, organizéd action of thé work-
ing class.

After Smith's San Francisco meet-
ing had been stopped, and his Oak-

te SI NG”.
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lahd meeting announced, we con-
tacted the SWP again. They still
would not move without the labor
movetinent, embodied in the Council
for Civic Unity, a group of CIO, Ne-
gro, Jewish and other liberal groups.
We could not wait for them: There
were two big ' union meetings to
which leaflets had to be distributed
on the very night the SWP had to
meet to ‘make up its mind. Everyohe
knew by this time that a picket lihe
would be formed.

THE PICKET LINE

. So we went ahead, put out leaﬂets
and arrived early at the picket lifle.
Our captain, with the assistancé of
the YPSL captain, took charge of
the whole line. The Cannotités ar-
rived after a couple hundred people
were ‘already marching and réfused
to jbin the liné until the Council for
Civic Unity showed up.

By 7: :-IO in the eveéning, whén the

Couneil 'sound tiuck appeared, thére
were over 1,500 marchers in.the life.
Oitr picket captainl continued’ to di-
rect the line, giving the slogans, talk-
ing to reporters and leading in the
singing. The sound truck theén took
over and began turning the picket
line into one of thosé hamby-paniby
aﬂhirs, talking about the “united com-
munity,” issuing injunctioris to the

‘midrchers to stand and sing “God

Bless America.” At nirle o'clock the
sotid  thuck began exhorting the
pleketers to sing the “Star Spangled
Banfier,” leave their placards and to

g0 Home. It was impossible to ovér-

comie the power of a sound truck and
shortly afterward the line ended.
After the lifie had gone hofie, a

ritimber of us went into the Sihith -

meeting. Smith was roiindly booed

by sofiie thirty or more people frém -

tl_1_e réar of the hall. His audiefice
consisted of about 150 peoplé “from
thé Ham ahd Egg organizhti'o'n.mG; H.

DETROIT—The Debs Club of Washe
Utniversity heard Ben Hall, otganizer
of the Workers Party, speak’ on “The
Cothrunist Manifesto” at its meetmg
on Friday, November 2.

After explaining thé historie sig-
nificance of the Manifesto, Comratie
Hall showéd how the Communist Hnd
Socialist Parties of the world had be-
trayed its principles. These false go=
cialist parties must be deriounced just
as vigorously as Marx and Engels de-

nounted the spurious socialisti of -

théir timie, he said.

He concluded by appealmg to all
real socialists to join in bl.uldlng a
patty that truly carries on the tradi-
tions - of the
‘Marifesto. .

immiortal Cémmi:ﬁist ;
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Supporl Indonesian Freedom!

The present struggle in Indonesia is not
a test of the sincerity of the United Nu-
tions. That test was made long ago in the
Ehropedn war. If anyone still believes that
the United Nations, the big imperialists
and the small, stand for freedom, security
and peace, he is not living in this world.
The situation in Indonesia is merely one
more flagrant example of the imperialist
policies pursued by the vlcforiqus powers.

Great Britain retains her empire with
the force of arms. Everywhere she fights
desperately to prevent the freedom of the
colonial peoples who are her subjects. But
Great Britain does not confine her activi-
ties to the empire’s possessions. No, she

_pokes -her imperialist snout into the whole

colonial world, helping the French to re-
tain posséssion over Indo-China and now
_she is busily engaged in forcing the Indo-
nesians to remain colonials of the Duitch.

If the British win, they will have suc-
ceeded, by the forece of superior armies
and the silent support of Russia and the
United States, in compelling 60,000,000 In-
donesians to remain the subject péople of
the Netherlands w;th a populatlon of
8,000 000.

The United States has already rejected
the plea of the Indonesian reépublicans to
intervene in their behalf. The Adminis-
tration is too occupied with the great prob-
lem of achieving American domination
over the whole world to assist a struggling
colonial people in their. fight for indepen-
dence. Instead, Congress listens very cour-
teously to a speech by the British Prime

Minister and applauds hlS hypocritical
comments about the necessity of freedom
and peace.

Russia, busy. gobbling‘up territory in
Europe and Asia and creating satellite
states in countries adjacent to her, cannot
now take time out to intervene for the In-
donesians, unless...unless: it suits her
foreign policy and fits in with the strategy
of her own conflicts with Great Britain
and the United States in Europe and Asia.

The real hope for the Indonesian peo-
ples lies in the centinuation of the great
struggle they are now engaged in-—press-
ing harder the fight for independence. This
struggle must receive the support of all
oppressed and explol'l'ed peoples !hrougll-
out the world.

Labor must take the lead in the fight for
the freedom of the Indonesians and all
colonial peoples. The success of their fight
will deal a.death-blow to imperialism
which is not only the enemy of the colo-
nial people but of all who labor in order
to live.

The war just ended had nothing what-
ever to do with freedom, security or peace.
It was fought by the big powers to save the
world for Allied imperialism. But such a
victory can do the people of the world no
good. Ohnly freedom from exploitation,
freedom from imperialism can create a
new and better world. The struggle of the,
Indonesians is part of that great fight.

For the independence of Indonesia!

Oust the Diitch and Brlﬂsll from ﬂl& East

‘Indies!

All suppori to the Indonesian people!

- Situation on the Wage Front

The refusal of Congress to act on any
bills relating to wages, job insurance and
unemployment compensation is a deliber-

~ ate slap at the workers of this country.
* This body of capitalist politicians, which

acts with such haste on all legislation cal-
culated to assist big business; to guarantee
its. profits, to give it price increases and

tax refunds, tells labor: all we expect from

you is to work hard when there is work,
at whatever wages big business is willing
to give you, and to keep the peace when

_there is no work and your unemployment

compensation means that you and your
families will starve.

One of the reasons Congress is able to
get away with it is that they do not fear
any retaliation from the labor leaders who
direct the destinies of the C1O, AFL and

the independent unions. These labor lead-

ers talk a great deal dbout wages and the
need of fighting to maintain labor's living
standards. But they spend most of 'I-Iteir

time aciually trying to prevent the devel-
opment of a militant struggle by 'Hle worlt-

-ers for their just demands.

Instead of organizing and leading the
fight in behalf of the workers, the labor
officials contiiiue in the absolutely fruitléss
(for labor) game of pressuring the very
same politicians who have made labor’s
position so difficult. The labor leaders con-
tinue to support these politicians politi-
cally when the erying need of the workers
is a party of their own, independent from
the capitalist parties.

Labor needs a militant uhion policy of
struggle to win its demands on’ the wage
front. ,

Labor needs its own political party, a
real Labor Party, to carry on its fight on
thie political front.

Achieve these two things and the labor

movement will have truly advanced with .

seven league boots.

The Camera Eye

By LIBBIE COLEMAN

1L.OVE ON THE DOLE, at the World Theater.
Lové on theé Dole is the story of Hankey Park
" during the dark days of the early thirties in Eng-
lanid. The people who live there—workers, the
houses they live in—slums, and the conditions of
'thelr hatried lives are the components of Love on

‘Ehe Dole.
Many things appear in this movie of a London

slum Through the Hardcastle family we see the
datly routine of existence for these people. This
family of four, of whom the father and both: the
children are working, live in a small box of a
hbuse, -with no electricity, mo plumbing. The
kitchen is the living room, the bedroom is shared
by the boy and girl with- only a curtain hanging
down the center of the double bed to give a make-
shift privacy. The Hardcastles breakfast on a
bbiled egg, split three or four ways, with a piece
of bread: for substance. And then off to the factory
tb ‘earn enough to ‘p’rOVldE for another day llke the
one_before.

" Such a life can bé bearable only when the cer-
tainty of the pay check makes itp somewhat for
its pitiful meagerness. But as ‘the great depression
¢reeps over England, and one factory after another
lays oft the majority of its working force or closés
down entirely, even this cértainty vanishes. There-
tipont the dole makes its appéarance, to become the
fiairistay of life for most of the families of ‘Hankey

;‘Em.

Sally and’ Harry Hardcastle are the you.ng peo-

ple, and in them we see the hopes and frustrations
of a whole gereration. Harry in his néw suit goes
courting his girl, takeés her to Blackpool for a
week of unbehe\mble luxury on his racehorse win-

_nings. Then with the loss of his job and the com-

ing of theii baby his aspirations for a home and se-
curity turni to despair and he joiris the millions of
young-old men without a future. The physical and
mioral disintegration, the family split asunder in a
decaying world are made powerfu.lly graphic.

In the case of Sal and her lover, Tnm,'the crisis

becomes more apparent. Tom, a Labor Party man,
is the voice of salvation to the dispossessed of

Hankey Park. The message he preéaches is organ-’

ization of the working people in the Labor Party,
with overtones of a'futiire socialist ecoriomy. But
here the voice is weak, the problem misunderstdod.
No tool nor any method, beyond a Labor Party, is
suggested for the realization of such a goal. And
when Tomi is killéd by a policemati, & representa-
tive of the constituticiial order hé sought to up-
hold, in a workers’ march which he sought to di-
vert, the irony is inescapable. Theré is ceriainly a
lesson here i what is left unsaid. Love on the Dole
did not state the final, the obvious conclusion—
that a revolutiohary socialist party mist be the
leéver, working through labor’s party, by which so-
ciety can reconsfitute itsélf as a socidlist order.
This omission is perhaps to be expected. It rhay
only be a source of wonder that the picture is as
honest as it' is: For there is a' vengeful bitterriéss
in .the progaic facts of thése lives which speaks

. louder than words. For those who see it, Lové oh
the Dol€ is"a movie that Will not be iﬁrg(ﬁtén swi‘l _

By ERNEST LUND

~ Geheral Motors, through its
president, Charles E. Wilson, has
proposed that labor work a forty-
fivée hour week at straight time
with a slight hourly increase in
order to earn as much per week
as it did during the war on over-
time wages.

Two, weéeks ago we discussed the
peculiar ‘reasoning behind this
proposition. We pointed'out that
it was designed to appeal to the,
worker’s desire to earn living
weekly wages and try, thereby, to
.induce the worker to forget how
many hours he must work to get
them.

We pointed out ihat Karl Marx
had long ago shown that under
capitalism the wage level is regu-
lated but not determined, in the
main, by the cost of living. That
is, the capitalist buys (i. e.; hires)
labor power in a market at a
pricé whHose¢ value is based upon
what it takes to produce and
maititaini the laborer.

However, there is another side
to it. Wages are also affected by
the competition among. workers
for the available jobs. This is real-
ly the law of supply and demand
as it operates in the labor market.
When there are many workérs
dvailable and few jobs to be had,
the bargaihing power is all on the
side of the capitalist. Those work-
érs who are unemployed for a long
time 'will be inclihed to accept less
in order to get a job and earn a
liviig for th¥&mselVves and farm
lies.

INDUSTRIAL RESERVE ARMY
Marx pointed out that it is the
normal and necessary condition
for capitalism to have this back-
log of unemployed workers or the
industrial reserve army, as he
called it. It is the existence of this
reserve army that acts as the great
weight that constantly teiids to
press- wages down to and below
the cost of living. .
" We saw what happened during
the war when industry;, absorbed

reserve army vanished. Labor was

—— An Analysis of GM's Proposal

LONG HOURS DEP

the unemployed and the industrial. .

placed in a very strong position to
bargain for higher wages. If a
worker did net get what he asked
for on one job he could always go
out and get another one for more
money. “But wait,” you say, “what
about the job freeze and the wage
freeze?” Of course, we have not
forgotten them. But they just
prove our point. Capitalism could
not operate during the war with-
out an industrial reserve army
to drive down wages to and below
the cost of living. It was therefore
necessary that in the place of this
industrial reserve there was set up
a government power to hold down
wages and: freeze workers to their
jobs.

It is one of the economic laws of
capitalism that the greater the
number of unemployed workers.
the greater is ‘the pressure upon
wage levels. Conversely, the fewer
the number of unemployed work-
ers, the more easily the employed
workers are able to increase their
wages..’

While always seeking to make
workers work longer hours, the
capitalists, especially in times of
depression, seek to lengthen the
hours of work. By doing this they
achieve two aims. In the first
place, they find it easier to reduce
the hourly rate of a worker who
is, let us say, working forty-five
hours a week than of a worker
who is working thirty hours. The
forty - five - hour man feels that
even with a cut in hourly rates
he is still able to earn a living by

" the- long week he' works. The
thirty-hour -man, however, will be ~
inclined to resist an hourly cut all
the more because his short week
already leaves him with a slim-
mer weekly income. We see there-
fore, that even though a worker
is paid by the hour and not by the
week, longer hours tend to result
in more work for less money.

The second aim that the capital-
-ist achieves with longer hours is
that the number of unemployed is
greater, If fifty per cent of the
workers are employed sixty hours
a week apd the other fifty per cent

ESS WAGES

are not working at all, those not
working will prove such a pres-
sure upon wages that those work-
ing may in the end earn in sixty
hours what they formerly earned
in forty.

HOURS AND WAGES '

If, however, theé ‘workers were
100 per cent employed at thirty
hours each, the absence of any
army of unemployed tb beat down
wages wowld mecan that all the
bargaining powetr would be in la-
bor’s hands and they could strike
to increase hourly rates.

We seé, therefore, that there is
a relationship- betweén long hours
and low wages and between short
hours and high wages. The longer
the hours, ‘the lower the hourly
rate in the énd. The shorter the
hours, the higher the hourly rate
in the end, S

This, of course, is not merely

theory any longer. The long years
of experience of the trade union
movement have proved it to the
hilt. It is a lesson that every
worker must remember. It is be-
cause of this that the auto workers
must fight against the scheme of
General’ Motors to dangle a long
work week in front of them as an
inducement to get a big weekly
wage. The long work week will
only mean more unemployed auto
workers. This -in turn will only
mean more men driven to despera-
tion by warnt and used as a pres-
sure to batter down the wage rates
of the employed. :
' The auto workers, together with
the workers in steel, rubber, radio
and micHinery — in' short, the
working class as a whole — should
today stand for a thirty - hour
week and an increase in hourly
rates sufficient to maintain the
wartime “take-home pay. This is
the road to more jobs, shorter
hours and higher wages. ~The
scheme of Géneéral Mofors is the
road to fewer jobs, longer Hours
and lower wages.

Next week we will consider Mr.
Wilson’s arguments. in behalf of
longer hours as a means to in-
crease production,

The Issve of Military Training

The issue of compulsory mllltary .
training is at present one of the im-
portant problems facing the working
class and the organized labor move-
ment. A correct attitude toward it
by the revolutionary socialist move-
ment is essential to the development
of a struggle against the conspiracy
{o establish permanent and compul-
sory military tralnmg

In ‘the article which appeared last
week in LABOR ACTION on com-
pulsory military training and a peo-
ples’ referendum by Susan Green, an
editorial insertion was made which
stated that we were for “military
training only if it is under workers’
control.”

The editors are in receipt of a
communication from Susan Green
which says in part:

“I wish to state, in the columns of -
LABOR ACTION, that the following
paragraph in the article ‘For a Peo-
ple’s Referendum on Compulsory
Training’ under my by-line, issue of
November 13, was an insertion by
the editors for which I am not re-
sponsible.

. ‘Precisely because peacehme mil-
itary training is aimed for a third
imperialist world war, and because
the militarization of the youth is
aimed for a third imperialist world
war and becausé the militarization
of the youth is aimed agiainst lahor,
labor cannot be pacifist. LABOR AC-
TION therefore stands for military
training onmly if it is under workers’
control.’ LR
“The idea of ‘military training un-
der workers" control’ does not. ex-
press the position of the Workers
Party or of LABOR ACTION, -as far
as I know, and I certainly do not sub-
scribe to-this false and confusing no-
tion. It is in line with the fantastic
SWP (Socidlist Workers Party—Ed.)
poliey on training army officers under
union - control —with which we, of
coufse, disagree. Whatever the edit-
ors had in mind, the formulation is
wrong ‘ theoretically and most mis-
leading in the article 'in question.”

Comrade Green is partly correct in
her objections. What is correct, is that
the insertion quoted is “confusing”
standing alone without the necessary
qualification and explanation. The po-
sition of the Workers Party and LA-
BOR ACTION should be clear from
the many writings which appeared in
the paper over a period of five years,
and as recently as October 29 of this

year. Writing on President Truman's

proposal for universal and compul-
sory military training, the editors
wrote: '

. we récognize the kind of world
we live in, a world of increasing: to-
talitarianism and fascism which stems
from' capitalist imperialism and war.
We recognize the need for labor and
41l the exploited peoples who have
no stake in capitalist-impérialist wars
to defend themselves against aggres-
sion, domestic or foreign. Hence we
believe that labor must be trained in
the art of defending itself—nhot by
the reactiondry brass hat-riddenh Army
and Navy, which-is the military arm
of the capitalist class, but through a
workers' militia organized and con-
trolled by labor.”

MILITARY TRAINING—
FOR WHAT?

Standing by itself, the slogan “mili-
tary training only if it is under work-
ers’ control,” is ambiguous and could
be misleading, especially in view of
the fact that the SWP has a thor-
oughly opportunist position on this
question which rests on-the premise:
capitalist - military training under
union control. This is like saying:
We are for the Truman government
but under workers’ control. In adﬂi-
tion, the SWP position does not limit
“such military training to officers only.
That is not our position. We -are
against any form of capitalist mili-
-tarism, which is imperialist.

The slogan of “military training un-
der workers' control” conceived of as
a system of training independent from
capitalist government and the pro-
fessional military apparatus;

is a.

class slogan, and is identical to the
concept of a workers’ militia, organ-
ized for the defense of the interests
of tHe people against reaction_ atid
Aasecism.

While the idea contained in the
abové dquotation is éntirely abbrevi-
ated, it is nevertheless clear that we
are:

1. Agdinst capitalist compulsory
military training because it is im-
perialist and serves thé inferests of
reaction.

2: Aghinst pacifism, because other-
wise, labor i5 doomed to defeat.

3. In favor of militaty training
for the workers indepéndently organ-
ized and controlled by labor, but
apgaifist capitalist military “training.
AGAINST CAPITALIST
MILITARISM

The slogan of “military training
under workers’ control” standing alone
in the midst of a struggle against

compulsory ' military - training could
lead one' fo believe that we, there-
fore accept thé Administration plan,
provided it is carried out‘under trade
union control. That would be a class
collaborationist, that is, an opportun-
ist position, It is this pdsition of the
SWP against which we have' Wwritten.
'Everyone knoWs, Howevér, that we
are against any and every form of
tompiilsory millitary training under
capitalistii. The drive for compulsory
rillitaky training is connected with
imperialism and the preparations for
a third world war. It wotild strengtlien
reactioriary and - totalitariaii - trends.
We counter the proposal of the ad-
ministration with a class slogan, for
independent working -class training,
organized by laber, controlled by la-
bot, for thé piirpose of preparing the
defense of the workers agaitist reac-
tion. This is lh'ial traditional poesition
of the Marxist movement.

Frankensteen’s Defeat - -

(Continued from page 1)
countries. For labor to win the sup-
port of the middle class it must come
forth independeritly as an organized
force, it must proposessomething new,
it must utilize the natural oppositlion
of the lower middle class to big capi-
tal by proposing an alliance agamst
big capital and the political repre-
sentatives of big capital who oppréss
both labor and the middle class. When
the npposite is done, as in Detroit,
when Idbor is made to appear ds
identical with the ordinary capitalist
political, who is out for personal gain,
then the middle class chooses the old
arid established politician.

Detro:t wdrkers. aIthough théy have s

no love for;Frankéns_teen, held high
thopes in this election, built up large=

. -ge .
Civilization,

¥ ¢ S |
Capitalist Style
. Allied bombers destroyed or bad-
ly damaged 3,600,000 German dwel-
ling units, made 7,500,000 people
homeless; killed' some 300,000, and
wounded 780,000, The price the
Allied paid: 79,265 U. S. and 79,281
British airmen dead; more than
18,0000 U. S. and 22,000 British
planes destroyed.

—Time, Nov. 5, 1945

ly by the pro-Jeffries preéss, which

kept calling Frankensteen a labor -

man. The trdagedy of this election is
not' Frankensteen's defeat but the
possibility ' that, having falsely ac-
cepted Frankensteen as a labor can-
didate Detroit workers may become
disillusioned with independent labor
- politics.

This must not be allowed to hap-
pen. There was no indepéndent labor
candidate in the Detroit electionis.
Indépendent ldber action did not
fail; ‘it wasn't tried. What is called

for now, as it was called for before,

is' the formation of an independent
Labor !‘amg which can’' gehuinély
répresent labor and can take'the léad-
- in-the struggle !or pnlitioal powe):‘.

DEMO BILIZATION
St

By JOE LEONARD
The “diuration” ends ot the Worefroht-—but the
“duration plus six mmonths” is withheld for the
men who fought.
Even before the formal surrender terms were
signed, most of the wartime Testrictions were
- abolished. OPA abolished half the rationing; OD’I‘
abolished travel restr,lctions‘ oWTr abollshed it-
self ‘altogetheér; WMC is tucked under the Depart-
ment of Labor after abolishing ‘wage, job and hour
freeze; Congress rushes to abohsh the excess
profits tax. Priorities, rationing, ceilings, freezes,
censorship, taxes—everything but military service.
Those who got the sour end of the “equality of
sacrifice” jokes during the war weré given the sour
erid of the reconversion plan at tHé end of theé
war. The joys of victory, like the sufféring and
fighting, were by no means eéqually distributed.
The speed with which the.administration ehded
the duration on the home front in fact, if not by
pronouncement, starids in sharp contrast to the de-
mobilizatioh plans. It was bad éncugh in Ottober,
1941, when the men who had been drafted foi orie
yeéar of peacétimie rmilitary service were not re-
leased when their year of service was completetl.
Now, with no war on the horizon (at least théy
SAY there isn't) the Administration Is tryinig to
play the same game.

DECLARE THE DURATION .

The Selective Service Law provides that a man
can be deprived of his civilian rights only because
of, and six months longer than, tlie threat of war
or invasion. The war is ovér, but the politicians
know, behind all the speeches about a lasting peace,
that another war is in the 6ffing. That is Wwhy Prés-
ident Triiman will not arinourice that thé duration
has been reached. That wotild tiiean that the draf-
tees must be released within six months. So; al-
though the dutration is obviotisly réached as far a$

' thie agencies ahd restrictions on the home front are

voncefhed; the soldiérs and sailors are' forbidden
their speedy enjoyment of victory. ©Obvicusly-a
demand that the President declare the date of the
duration is in order.

The continuation of the Selective Service Law
after the home front wartime measures have been
abolished is not only unjustified,; but undemocratie.
It is for the American people to decide and discuss
the question of universal peacetime military: train-
ing. Congress neither discusses, nor votes, nor asks
the people to discuss or vote. Congress simply pre-
tends the war is still going on.

Millions of civilian war workers are being laid
off. Some of them are being drafted, against their
wishes and those of the majority of the American
people, to serve under military discipline, at mili- -
tary wages, for an indefinite period of time. This
is involuntary servitude, not justified by sanction
of the people nor by the government's previous
reason of war danger. Anyone but a Supreme Court
Justice can see that it is involuntary servitude and
unconstitutional. . 2 p

But the government knows that the American
people will not much longer tolerate the continua- .
tion of Selective Service. So it is preparing a bait
—conscription for all youth. The Admidistration
says, in effect, “We’ll abolish the draft—aftér we
pass another draft law.” Heads we win, tails you
lose. Do we hve to pay a price to get rid of the
draft boards?

SERVICEMEN AS HOSTAGES

The Admihistration has ahothér bait. It is play-
ing the civiliahs against the servicetiieh. The seiv-
icemen are the bait; tHey are beéing used ds host-
ages. The brass hats say the men in uniform must
bé- replaced by othérs hLiefore theys can be ré-
leased. A lot of ill feeling is being stirred up by
this hostage system, but the Administration evi-
dently hopes that servicemen and their families
will support conseription if it is held up as a price
to pay for getting a discharge. “Let us draft re-
placements, so we can sénd you home” is the line
they are trying to sell the soldiers and sailors. We
do not want peacetime conscripﬂon and we do not
want .ransom discharges with the liberty of those
whe have not been in uniform.

The Army and Navy are trying desperately to
get enlistments. Rev;ews, public inspection of bat-
tleships, speeches, all kinds of inducements’ seem
to have, little effect in arousing militaristic spirit.
Americans just don't want to be professional mili-
tary men. And they don’t want to continue serving
undéi the professional militaty meii they've met
in this war.

The Administration and the brass Hats hdve a
hope, howevei: maybe when mass unemploytient
really clamps down on the cotintry a yedar or two
from now, men will be willing to enlist. Bt thadt
means, if the Afmy and Navy dre not to start
building up from scratch agaii; that some men in
service now must not be discharged until the new
enlistments begm to come in. New ‘drafiees and
hungry “velunteers”—it is for them that the brass
hats are waiting. That is why they are stailing on
discharges.

The demebilization problém is only one aspéct
of a larger problem—the problem of thé next war.
Not one single political léader of either big capi-
talist party has dared to promise that there will
not be another war. Not one single “represéntative -
.of the people” has dared to say: “We dre making
the peace as it should be made. We are winhning
the peace. There will be ho more wars.” Aftér
World War 1 everyohe who bélieved there would
be no more wars urged disarmanient, Who d6 you
see urging that now?
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Where Does
Argentine
Labor Stand?

By Susan Green

The political situation in Argentina is by no means
settled. The present lull'following the stormy days of
October augurs more trouble to come.

‘Even ‘though Péron, after his phony arrest and hasty
return to Buenos Aires, is not a member of the reconsti-
tuted government, he:'is undoubtedly -the strong man
behind every move. He is.determined to become: presi-
dent of Argentina by “popular. choice” in‘a so-called
free election, which: is supposed to. take place some
time in 1946,

Since all but a .meagre ten percent of the Argen-
tinians are opposed to Péron and ‘his military-fascist”
government, he is making use of his military forces, his
secret police, his stooges and goons, to “pre-dispose”

the population to cast its “free” vote in his favor when -

the elections are held. However, spokesmen for the
Argentine people say that they are in no mood to tol-
erate an electoral fraud based on strong-arm and secret-
police terror. !

Against this background, we have recently been told
in this country that the Argentine workers are support-
ers of Péron. When in August Péron bombastically de-
clared: “I do not fear civil war because I am prepared
for it . . . I have at my disposal 300,000 soldiers and
4,000,000 workers armed with clubs,” all politically sane
people raised an unbelieving eyebrow regarding those
4,000,000 workers. Now, however, we are asked by some
of our legislators and- columnists to believe that Péron
has labor’s support and is—after all, is said and done—
“the people's cheiee." d

‘WHAT IS THE TRUTH

The first thing to do is to nail the lie that the mlh-
tary-fascist dictator Péron and his governing~ clique
have Argentine labor's support. There is a mass of evi-
dence available' from Latin American experts

Harry B. Murkland, specialist on Latin American
affairs, wrote in Current History, October 1945, that
while Péron at first created some confusion in the ranks
of labor by his terroristic methods after his false prom-
ises, his arrest of militant leaders, his appointment of his

own stooges as leaders, the confusion was short-lived. "

“To the eternal credit of Argentine labor, he [Péronl
was able neither to bribe nor frighten encugh of it into
his camp to give him the authentlc character of ‘people’s
wchoice’.”

This comes from the columns of the conservative
Current History magazine. From the Latin American
Affairs Committee of the CIO comes a strong statement
denying that Péron has Argentine labor behind him,
and blasting Senator Robert LaFollette for publicly
spreading this falsehood. The CIO committee points out
that “the few unions that Péron could really claim for
himself were dominated by appointed henchmen and-
goons acting in connivance with the régime's secret
police.” About the so-called pro-Péron “labor” demon-
strations, the CIO' committee declares “they are usually
staged in strategic areas of Buenos Aires by imported
hoodlums, and sympathetic police concentration pro-
vides theatrical effects that cause them to be noticed by
the population.”

Supporting the contentions of the CIO committee is
the statement of Dr. Alejandro M. Berraondo, a Buenos
Aires lawyer, general counsel for tHe major Argentine

* motor transport lines, in this country to get help for the
anti-Péron forces. He limits Péron’s labor support to
five or at most ten percent. He says that the major source
of Péron’s small following is in his stooge-controlled
National Federation of Argentine workers, with a mem-
bership of 125,000—and many of whom are anti-Péron.
The fact is that the great mass of workers are trying to
naintain independent unions opposed to the state of mili-
tary siege irgposed by Péron, and are fighting for free
unions and for full democratic rights.

WHAT LABOR WANTS

_As to the so-called pro-Péron labor demonstratlons.
Ray Josephs, in Latin America for five years as corre-
spondent and author of “Argentine Diary,” says that
aside from the army and military police, Péron's sup-
porters “come from the worst thugs in Avellaneda, an
industrial suburb of Buenos Aires.” Mr. Josephs describes
how on October 17, Péron began bringing in truckloads
of these hoodlums, giving them weapons, money, free
entrance to brothels, use of public buildings and theaters
as quarters. This criminal riff-raff staged the demon-
stration for Péron, forcing passers-by to shout for Péron.
This element also attacked the Jewish district in the
capital.

There is no need to labor the point further. Those
4,000,000 workers “armed with clubs” are not using
them to keep their arch-enemy in power.

The question now to be answered is this: Why. the
sudden desire on ‘the part of certain opinion-forming
elements in this country, to make Péron appear to have
labor and popular support?

WHO WILL DOMINATE S.A.

Is the State Department preparing the ground for
jnitiating a more friendly attitude toward the Péron
régime? '

Arnaldo Cortesi, New York Times correspondent in
Buenos Aires who has sent his paper very informative
reports, wrote that “Robert LaFollette’'s statement that
Péron has support of the working class was taken to
mean a more lenient attitude towards Péron.” Logical
enough.

The withdrawal of Ambassador Spruille Braden—
ostensibly to kick him upstairs, to become Assistant
Secretary of State—pan also be interpreted as a reign
of leniency. Certainly Braden was doing all right in
Argentina as far as getting the support of the “demo-
cratic” - forces is concerned. His outspoken support of
the latter won him and the United States great. friend-
ship in all anti-Péron circles: At anti-Péron demonstra-
tions cries of “Viva-Braden!” “Viva los Etados Unidos!”
mingled with “Death to Péron!" But suddenly. Braden
was'needed more in. Washington than in Buenos Aires.

Is'some deal being arranged behind the scenes?

: The conflicting imperialist interests in Argentina are

complicated. The United States is bent on displacing
' Great Britain from its first place in Argentine investment
and trade. Argentina itself and the United States are
"competitors in the export of cattle and grain, and besides
Argentina’s ruling class wants to challenge U. S. domi-
nation of South America. However, the Nazi defeat has
made Péron more than willing to fry other fish; he got
all he wanted from that source. Are our “democratic”
imperialists afraid of the forces of true democracy in
Argentm’a, as they are all over the world, and willing to
}alk business with the forces of "law and order"" Develop-
ments in the near future will give us maqre light on
what is taking place.

It is a lie that Péron has the support of the people of
Argentina. It is a lie that he has labor's support..The
.Argentine masses want to get rid of the Péron régime.
.They want an‘end to the military siege under which
they are living, The workers want their full democratic’
rights.

\

Horse-Trading O‘n Palestine

| Oil Versus Jewi sh Immigration

By J. K.

Last minute horse-trading between
the American and British govern-
ments is holdng up announcement of
a decision on immigration of Jews to
Palestine. Last August, the British
cabinet notified the Jewish Agency
privately that the White Paper re-
strictions would be continued and
that only 1,500 immigration certifi-
cates would be issued monthly. The,
Agency refused to negotiate on the
basis of this offer. ) z

About the same time, President
Truman came out with his appeal for
100,000 immediate certificates based
on the Earl Harrison report of intol-
erable conditions in the Displaced
Persons camps in Germany and Aus-
tria. This put the British cabinet-un-
der the embarrassing fire of its own
Labor Party colleagues, the United
States government, . the organized
Zionist movement and Palestine, and
Jewish and humanitarian opinion
throughout the world.

Thus sorely pressed, Prime Minis-
ter Attlee countered the United,
States suggestion with the request
that the U. S. accept a limited form
of joint responsibilty over Palestine.
Judging from newspaper comments,
President Truman was at first relue-
tant to do this but later entered into
negotiations to “cooperate in a joint
policy on Palestine, thus putting an
end to the main British objection that
the Americans have been very gener-
ous with advice but refused to take
responsibility.” (Herbert Matthews
writing from London in the New
York Times.)

'~ If the Matthews report is correct

and the United States and Great Brit-
ain have agreed on a joint policy in
the Middle East, it still does not in-
dicate a liberalization of immigration
to Palestine, except perhaps to a very
small extent. What it does mean is
that the United States has decided to
bolster weakening British prestige in
the Middle East.

In fact, Attlee hinted in a press in-
terview that there is a plan to remove
the Jews from camps in Europe to
camps in North Africa, as if it is
pleasanter to endure "slow death in a
sunnier climate. Some such plan
must have entered into the British-
American discussions, otherwise Att-
lee would not talk about it publicly,

President Truman is following in
the footsteps of his predecessor. He
too plays both sides of the fence. The
publication of the Roosevelt-Ibn Saud
correspondence was very shocking to
the Zionists, who considered Roose-
velt their great friend. The fact that
the correspondence was published
only after the Saudi Arabian poten-
tate threatened to make it public is
an indication that Roosevelt planned
to play the game indefinitely.

HARMFUL ZIONIST POLICY

Despite this blow to their aspira-
tions, the Zionists continue to call

.for a Jewish commonwealth by Brit-

ish consent. Nowhere do we see any
acknowledgement by them that this
program is hopeless and _ that it is
playing into the cunning hands of
British and American colonial states-
men, who wish for nothing better
than a deepening of the cleavage be-
tween Jews and Arabs in Palestine.

Despite the calmness of the Pales-
tinian Arab masses in the face of all

this provecation, thereé is no doumbt
that tension in Palestine is at the
point of explosion. The British have
piled troops and armaments into this
tiny corner of the Middle East, thus
casting one more inflammable ele-
ment into a critical situation. British
and American business interests are
‘doing all they can to prevent a lib-
eral immigration policy by exaggerat-
ing Arab threats to stop the eil busi-
neks.

In this talk of oil versus Jewish.
immigration, we tend to lose sight of
the main obstacle to Britain’s making
good on its original promise to the
Jew. For if it is Jewish-Arab fight-
ing which the British fear, then why
do they go to so much trouble to fan
their antagonism? If the Arab lords
are the main cause of worry, then
why do the British make more trou-
ble for themselves by organizing them
into an Arab League?

It is only now that the big reason
for the extremely intransigent atti-
tude which both the British ‘and the
Arab nationalist leaders have adopted
is beginning to be understood. Both
imperialist and feudal considerations
dictate that they put a stop to the
further industrialization of Palestine
with all that it implies, The de-
velopment of Palestine would bring
about a bigger Arab proletariat, a
heightening class consciousness and
a Jewish-Arab labor rapprochement,

It would mean the end of British im-

perialism in the Middle East (an im-
perialism which has already been
struck a blow by Egyptian national-
ism) and it would spell the end of
Arab feudal domination.

Even the limited immigration of

100,000 Jewish refugees is a fore-
runner to greater industrialization.
The Zionists, who are so careful not
to make their demands. sound exces-
sive, have had to couple the appli-
cation for that many immigration
certificates with a request for lgans
for electrification, and -other engi—
neering and industrial projects; "

The fact that the:opposition is led:

by the British. and the feudal lords.

does not mean that the.Arab _masses

are not also bitterly opposed to Jew-

ish immigration. With the Zionist’ pro- '

gram what it is, it is’ only to be
expected that the landless,. poverty-
stricken peasants of .Palestine would
resent what appears to be Jewish
wealth and Jewish determination to
rule the whole country. And in
Egypt and Syria, where nationalism
is more articulate and better organ-
ized, anti-Semitism is the safety
valve for anti-imperialism.

' The chiel responsibility for the .

lack of Arab-Jewish unity, rests with
the Jewish labor movement because
it is the most politically advanced in
the country. It should have been the
most active force in organizing joint
Jewish-Arab worker and peasant
unions, fighting for an independent
Palestinian government based on uni-
versal suffrage and majority rule.

Many militants in Palestine ae-
knowledge this now, but so far .no
party has come forward with the slo-
gan of joint Jewish-Arab action
against -British and -American impe-
rialism in the Middle East. Until the.
Jewish labor movement abandons its
slogan of a Jewish commonwealth and
calls on the Arabs for a joint struggle,
there can be nothing but riots and
slaughter.

Why Every Reader of Labor Action
Should Read The New International

By EMANUEL GARRETT

We know that you are already a
reader of LABOR ACTION. You may
even have guaranteed regular receipt
of the paper by subscribing to it. If
you haven't yet subscribed, you
should. But it isn't the purpose of
this .article to sell you LABOR AC-
TION. We want to talk about another
publication, one you ought to read
as_regularly as you do LABOR AC-
TION. This other publication is the
NEW lNTERNATlONAL

Actually the two publications, one
a weekly paper, the other a monthly
magazine, go hand in hand. The in-
formed worker is the worker that
reads both of them, as well as such
other printed matter as is issued un-
der the imprint of the two periodicals
and the Workers Party.

We have to understand our prob-.

lems so that we can solve them. It's
no small job working to replace the
powerful, complicated, entrenched
capitalist system by OUR system of
. society, SOCIALISM. To do it, and
we MUST do it, we must know how
capitalism operates in all its com-
plexities, what makes it tick and
grow deathly sick—and deathly sick it
is. We must know how to destroy it,
how to build socialism. We must, in
short, understand and discuss every
phase of our contemporary social,
political and economic life—including
those matters of international poli-

. ties ‘and socialist program that. may

seem far- fetched and distant at first
Eglance,

The capitalists don’t neglect edu-
cation., They have at their disposal
schools, newspapers, ‘radio. stations
and countless other vehicles:through
which they justify, propagandize :and
educate for THEIR social ;system,
More than that, the university mills;
political machines and numberless: in-
stitutions of learning or colleges
yearly turn out thousands trained: in
the justification and operation ot cap-
italist society. - i ey

We haven't the money they hmre,
and we haven't the facilities. But: we
have something far more powerful.
They don’t have it, and they know: it.
‘We have the unassailable::doctrines
and principles of socialism with which
to confute them, and to DEFEAT
‘them. :But we have to  know: these
principles thoroughly, and. swe:have
to.apply. them to the problems of: 'l.he
world.

And, applying them, we must organ-
ize, band together, join a revolution-
ary socialist party, the Workers Party,
so that we can actively intervene in
the struggle of workers everywhere
against the capitalist system every-
Where.

Very well, isn't LABOR ACTION sul’-
ficient? No, we of LABOR ACTION
say it isn’t. LABOR ACTION is our
fighting paper. Through it we inter-
vene in the daily issues of working
class life — jobs, union militancy,
against fascism, against imperialism;
and while we advance our program
for the immediate solution of these
pressing problems, we agitate for the
fundamental solution _ot ALL these

problems, and many more — namely,
Socialism,

But' space, and the things we must
concern ourselves with ‘in LABOR
ACTION make it impossible to cover
all the problems that need to be cov-
ered, or for that matter all theé as-
pects of any given problem, in the
columns of LABOR ACTION. Nor
will we able to dor this in the eight-
page LABOR ACTION that is an
absolute necessity. That js why we say
that NEW INTERNATIONAL is an
indispensable reading supplement to
LABOR ACTION. We, that is we of
LABOR ACTION and the -Workers
Party, "and  you who merely read
LABOR ACTION and are thinking of
joining. the ‘Workers Party, we both
of us need the NEW INTERNATION-
AL for our education and better un-
derstanding. An educated worker is
a ‘socialist worker, and a socialist
worker is the most effective worker.

You have heard that the NEW IN-
TERNATIONAL is ‘“deep stuff.”
We call it a theoretical organ of revo-
lutionary Marxism, that is revolu-
tionary socialism. But theory, this

. “deep stuff,” is, as we understand it,
fundamentally related to the prac-
tical issues of our daily factory or
union life. It's a theory of working
class action, investigation and poli-
tics, and therefore it is not too “deep”
for a worker to understand. Cer-
tainly, we must try to understand it.

Let’s take one tase. You will read
in the NEW INTERNATIONAL arti-
cles of policy, analysis or discussion
on the guestion of National Libera-

tion in Europe. That seems far df?.
doesn't it? But how well we under-
stand the problem of the European
working class, its economic and' po-
litical situation, is of ‘the. déépest
concern to us. The Eurbi:eain wotkers
will be our brothers in’ treatmg a uni=
versal society of brotherhbod and free-
dom. The better we understand ‘tHgir
problem, the better we'can help them,
the better they can help us. "

Or we could take any one of several
“domestic” cases—the articles on Jim-
Crow, wages, housing, and so forth.
Suppose we merely cite several of the
articles that appeared in the last two
issuwes: “Balance Sheet'of the War,”
“Atomic' Energy and Sécialism,” “For
a New Trade Union Program,” “Agra-
rian Struggles in the United States,”
“The International Significance of the
British Elections,” And these db mot
exhaust the contents of the last two is-
sues alone.’

The idea then of this article is to
persuade you that the NEW INTER-
NATIONAL is a reading NECES-
SITY. The question then arises as to
how you can best be sure of getting
the NEW INTERNATIONAL to read.
As with LABOR ACTION, there is
no better way than to subsecribe, The
NEW INTERNATIONAL is now car-
rying on a subscription campaign, and
its offer is attractive. But we leave
that to the Business Manager-of the
magazine. You'll find his offer else-
where in this issue of LABOR "AC-
TION. Turn to it now; clip the ‘sub
blank; become a .regular reader . of
the NEW INTERNA!I‘IONAL'

Oust Impenahsm from Indonesia By

(Continued from page 1)

. the only obstacle so far, a very
grave obstacle, has been the failure of
the Indian communities to agree
among themselves . . . The foundation
of world order must be laid in the
hearts of men. I go to America ... to
see how best we can.lift from the
ordinary man and ‘woman this spectre
of fear that haunts him today. I want
to consider with them how best our
common ideals of peace, freedom, tol-
erance and economic prosperity for
all people can be realized ... I want
a world which will be safe for the
common man.”

BRITISH ULTIMATUM

What a hypocrite! Reading the story

to the left of this column, we see that
British warships are shelling the Jav-
anese city of Surabaya with its de-
fenseless tightly packed population of
500,00. Let us see what it is that the
.British demand to make Java “safe
for the common man.” Their ulti-
matum called for surrender of all
arms by the natives, arrest of the
leaders, the police chief and the In-
donesian administration heads!

Naturally, this ultimatum was re-
jected. To make Java “safe for the
common man,” British ships shelled
the harbor and British planes dropped
500 pound bombs on the city. Thou-
sands and thousands of civilians were
killed in the massacre, according to
latest reports, and the bombing con-
‘tinues. The report also states that
uo l'ndonesian troops are visible in
the city, and that Indonesian women
are remuvin: the bodies. The British
call this “fanatlcal" resistance to law
and order.

‘The British forces are carrying out
a joint policy decided on by Great
Britain, United States and Holland.
American armaments, supplies, food,
medicine and even American . uni-
forms have been rushed to the Brit-
ish. The Dutch are sending in- sec-
ond line defense troops.

All three nations are concerned anly
with recapturing the rich sources
of oil and rubber which they have
been milking from Java for decades.
The fact that the Indonesian people
have come out so strongly for self-
rule, have formed a republican regime,
have amassed a native army counts
for nothing when weighed on the
imperialist scales of these three na-
tions. Because what - Attlee meant
when he said, “I want a world which
will be safe for the common man”
was that he wants a world which
will be safe for British and other
imperialists,

INDEPENDENT MOVEMENT

The Indonesian republican govern-
ment has rejected the hypocritical
offer of the Dutch for a “partnership”
in Indonesia. This offer consisted of
“a council of ministers under a Duich
governor general . .. suffrage fo be
the subject of consultation .. . an in-
crease of 'Indonesian citizens in the
general service of the kingdom ...
and recognition of the Indomesian
language.” Is it any wonder that the
conciliatory president of the young
republic, Achmed Soekarno, begged
the Dutch not to make the terms
public in fear of inflaming -further-
the Indonesian people.

The British army is enacting this
same counter-revolutionary role in

" Indo-China, paving the way for
French troops to reoccupy that ter-
ritory. British and French soldiers
and sailors have resumed the fighting
after a lull of several weeks in an
attempt to stop ithe widespread sab-
otage and guerrilla attacks of the An-
namites (Indo-Chinese). A few days
' ago, French ships fired machine-gun
.volleys into sampans moving up and
down the river. Units of the RAF
are also fighting in Indo-China against
the nationalist guerrillas.

Will the nationalists of Indo-China
and Indonesia be able to stand up
against such slaughter? “War or revo-
lution raging fiercely for years and
years . . .” is the answer given by
Dr. Mohammed Hatta, nationalist vice-
president of Java in rejécting the
Netherlands proposal. “Net for a mo-
ment will Indonesja countenance any
form of colonial status, whatever form
or garb or fancy name it is given ...
This may be the Dutch idea of bring-
ing peace and order . . . but it will
never end in Indonesia’s being brought
under Duich control.”

The answer. also depends on the
outside afd given to these colonial peo-
ples by the labor movements of other
countries.

WORLD LABOR SOLIDARITY

In Korea, China, Japan, India, and
in the Philippines—wherever people
are oppressed by western imperial-
ism, eyes are turned to see what the
workers of the lmpenahst natmns
will do. The Indian nat:onallst ‘move-
‘ment has pledged full support It
'has protested the use of Indian troops
in Indonesia and Indo-China. Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru, leader of the All-

India Congress Party, has offéered to
go to Indonesia to help but he has
fbeen denied a passport and travel
facilities.

Agitation of Australian workers
against the use of Auwstiralian troops
has resulted in a government order
forbidding Australian aviators from
leaving the country to join the Neth-
erlands’ forces. Indonesian seamen
walking off Dutch vessels that were
loading supplies for the Netherlands
government in American ports were
hailed at a meeting in New Yeork
where a collection was made to en-
able them to ship for ‘home in vessels
of their own choosing. The Brltish
crew of the’shlp Moreton Bay’ struck
when they reached Sydney, Australia,
refusing to take their ship with its
1,600 Netherland troops deﬂined for
Indonesia, any further, '

The Indonesians are putting up an
heroic fight, using whatever arms
they can steal in an uneven battle
with American tanks, British aero-
planes, bombs and other heavy arma-
ments, because freedom means more
than life as a colonial slave. An Amer-
ican working class demonstration of
solidarity similar to those which have
taken place in the countries mentioned
here will be tremendously effective
in preventing the United States from
shipping armaments a.nd supplies. to
Asia—armaments that have no other
use but to suppress the just aspira-
tions of the Asmtu: people for l'ree-
dom;
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Ship Profits
Come Before
GI's Return

By Ray Mun‘Her

The - government’s policy of demobilization, three
months after V.J Day, moves very slowly. In explalmng
this *situation; the: official “Army Hour"” over Station:
WNBC, tells us the problems of policing Europe and
Japan require the continued services of American troops.
Since -the ‘end of thewar, 55 Victory ships have been:
transferred” to private companies. These ships could’
carry over 150,000 troops. Other millions could be brought -
home in ‘the 400 vessels the War Shipping Administra-
tion-sent to-the graveyards. The slogan is obvious, “Stall

_the‘ Demobilization.”

Another fictor in the situation is the unwillingness
of Army and Navy officials to give up their troops. They
are jealous of the positions they acquired during the !
war, and they are anxious to maintain them.

The National Maritime Union, for its own peculiar
regsons, has indicated who is really to blame for the
slow demobilization, During the recent dock strike, the
Hearst papers blamed the longshoremen, and later, the
members of the NMU, for holding up the transportation
of troops. Giving the lie to this the NMU has unani-
mously adopted a resolution. It has given the govern-
ment a deadline, up to Dec. 1, 1845, to incréase the ton-
‘nage assigned to return the GI's from overseas. If the
government and shipping companies don't comply with
the union’s ultimatum, the merchant seamen will refusé
to. éerve' on commercial vessels. The declaration is valu-
able because it shows the GI _.and his family how the °
cards are stacked and who is really to blame for the de- -
lqys The gavernment keeps the GIs abroad, and at the
sgrée time permits the shipping companies to increase
their golden ‘hoard by engagmg in commercial shipping..

. This policy of the NMU also cements a solidarity be-
tween the veterans and the labor unions. Other unfons
should emulate this policy. Labor should be 1_n the
forefront, in.fighting for the rights of the GI's. The gov-
ernment will find it difficult to recruit strikebreakers
from ex-servicemen who know that labor has helped to
bring thﬁm home,

Unfortunately, the policy of the NMU flows from the
relations between Russia and the U. 8. Joe Curran, presi-
dent of the National Maritime Union, is very closely
associated with the policies of the Russian gevermneni_.
At present, due to the strained relationship between
Rnssia and the U. S, Curran; as well as other membery
of the. Communist Party, are follo ing a policy of “rat-
tling the saber” at the State Department. It should be
remembered that it is this same Joe Curran who nhontgd
vbdﬂerously for the upholding of the no-strike plem
during the war, and promised to uphold it even affer the
s.ﬁqotlng was over. Of course, his former policy was weﬂ
on_the premises that the U. S. and Russia would cnn-
ﬂnue on. friendly - terms,

PRU“TS VS, GI'S

“In splte of this, the statement itself is valugble, -_It
polnts out to the soldiers and sailors, that while théy
are permltted to rot in overseas camps, the shlppm
companles are coining gold by engaging in commercial
sm ping. Durmg the ‘'war alone, American Export Lm.as

ritade /$32,985,000 ‘after taxes. American President: Lines
made $51 864,000 after taxes. These are typical examples

* They would like to continue to make this kind of money,

and w1th the “consent and assistance of the governmen’t,
they ate contmulng to do so.

" The union action also lndicates to the a&ldizrs nnd
sailors that they are belng kept abroad to follow: thq im-
perialist policies of the U. S. government, They are bein;
kept: there to -shoot down fhe anti-fascist demveratic
elements of Europe who are not satisfied wlth Amerlqn
“Iiberaﬁon.”
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Ford Co. Re
‘Women's Se

By LARRY REYNOLDS

DETROIT, Nov. 14—In an attempt to force the. Faxd
Motor Co. to recognize seniority rights, the women of
Local 400, Ford Highland Park, have thrown a. pyotest
picket line around the company's employment ofﬂce.
.While hundreds of new people are being hired every. day
(including..an. occasional woman), thoysands of women
‘with -seniority, some as high as 27 years, are still wnh-
ot a ‘job and struggling to live on $20.00 per week un-
employment compensahon

Agcnrdmg to a leaflet dlstnbuted at plant gates lur thg
women and approved by the local executive boarq there
.gre today only 323 women working in the plant, whilein. -
.May 1944 there were over 5,000 women employed.

_Yet 2,200 new men who never worked at Ford’s be-
tore have been hired while close to 5,000 women wlth
senlonty are still' on the street.

The company claims that there are no jobs that wo-
men can do, and that the mass lay-off of women is a
natural and inevitable result of the return to peace-time
production. The union points out that the largest job in
the plant, the tractor job, employed thousands of women
during the war at the River Rouge plant, before it was
moved to Highland Park. In addition, according to union
representatives, there’are many light jobs which women
can handle, now performed by men who in many cases
have less seniority than the women. The company -has
turned down repeatedly all proposals to arrange for the
rehire of those workers still on the seniority list. In -so
many words, the company has announced that’ it is, get-
ting rid of women, that it hired women only for the dura-
tion of the 'war, and that it has no intention of reealling
-thein regardless of seniority.

Theé backbone of the union mevement is seniority
‘tights. Because of the inability of “free enterprise” (as

“pxemiplified by the Ford Motor Co.) to provide jobs for .
all who need and want to work, labor ‘has. struggled for
‘many. years and has won the recognition of’ senlority
‘rights as the basis of job security. At no time does ‘the
‘union agree to dispense with seniority rights of any sec-

ects
ority

- tien of its membership. The UAW-CIO does not now.and
- never did agree that women were to be employed only

for the duration of the war. Women are union members
with full and continuous seniority rights under the con-
tract. As some of the women pointed out, the union can-
not afford to let the company get away with this because
it would be setting a dangerous precedent which could
allow the company to get rid of other sections-of. ‘works
ers, such as older men, some of whom hnve alraady suf-
fered the same fate as the women. )

The company, as always, is trying to use the hlring
of veterans as a weapon against seniority. As soon as the
picket line demonstration was started, November 8, Fond
issued a statement that the company is hiring on]y vet-
erans,’ and implied that the women were: demanding the
veterans’ rightful jobs. Nothing could be farther from, the
truth. The company is hiring as many non-veter;ma ]
veterans. The only way seniority rights for veterans, £an
be really secure is by protecting and strengthening' se- .
niority rights for everyone, as many. veterans themse; es
can testify after workmg in a Fon plant tor
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