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'work stoppages;
!'rogatives”; reduction of the number

ipresenting its “gamble”

really means, this is it.

$1,169,000

Three top General Motors Executives received: $1,169,-
000 in salaries for year 1944.

President C. E. Wilson received $459,041.
Yice-President Ormand E. Hunt received $359,519.
Vice-President Albert Bradley received $350,519.

If you accept the companies’ figures on average wages of,
GM workers as $56.00 a week, the salaries of the three offi-
cials equal the wages of 20,876 workers!

If any worker wants to understand what, capitalism

Three company officials who would swoon at the mere
thought of*working a full day on the production line
“earned” as much as 20,876 workers! _ '

These are the officials, whose average weekly salary to-
taled $2,248, who are fighting vigorously against a 30 per
cent wage increase for all workers, who refuse to “open
their books™ for public inspection, who said to the union,
"It's none of your damned business what our profits are.”

By MARY BELL

Having offered the Ford Motor
Company an infamous company “se-
curity” plan, the UAW leadership,
including Leonard, Thomas, Reuther
and Addes, has no right to be “stag-
gered” (New York Times, December
19) at the counter-proposal of the
corporation made this week. Since

_Richard T. Leonard, head of the Ford

UAW committee, showed such solici-
tude for giving the corporation guar-
antees such as would lead to a com-
plete weakening of the union and
which immediately focused the atien-
tion of General Motors on similar
guarantees which had not been made
to it, what could he expect but an
attempt to strengthen these “securi-
ty” guarantees?

The Ford Motor Company offered
a pay increase of 12.4 per cent, or ap-
proximately fifteen cents per hour.
But the wage increase was linked to
a production goal of 80,000 units per
month (November production was
only 22,500 units) and a series of
company guarantees. The latter in-
clude elimination of "unauthorized”
management “pre-

of union commitieemen, and no new
wage demands based on raised price
ceilings. The company -security plan
included fines.-(that were less than
the original proposal of the union!)
to be .deducted from the check-off of
dues and paychecks of workers, for
instigation of “wildcat” strikes.

The avowed motives of Ford in
on a wage
increase were indeed noble. They
want the “confidence and coopera-
tion of our employees.” (Rather than
that the union s&ould have il.) They
want to stay in production and keep
men employed. (They don't want a
strike.) They want to sharpen pro-
duction skills and to “meet and beat
competition.” (True enough.) They
want to break the “log-jam of post-
war mass productionn” and “halt in-
flation” by bringing supply up to de-
mand, (These are meant to sound
public-spirited.) Y

The union rejected the offer. It
falls far short of thirty per cent and
is integrally bound up with union-
breaking measures.

Just as the strength of the case

Ford Offer Has
Strings Attached

presented by the UAW against Gen-
eral Motors permeated the struggle of
every CIO union engaged in a wage
fight against a corporation—the UAW
against Ford, the Oil Workers' nego-
tiations and the pending Steel Work-
ers' fight, the Rubber Workers, etc,
so the show of weakness on the part
of the Ford union, a retreat acqui-
esced in by the whole UAW leader-
ship, has similarly infiltrated every
union battle.

The UAW was the spearhead of the
post-war fight of labor against capi-
tal to secure a living wage, full pro-
duction and full employment. Their
demand to open the company’s bboks,
to have a look at profit statements
and to determine wage increases on
the basis of profits without raising
prices to punish the consumer, was a
unique, revolutlonary demand for the
CIO.

The union leadership has exhibited
a strange timidity in following up

this demand. They behave as if they

thought they had gone too far. They
have in only one sense: they lack a
perspective to follow up their mili-
tant -demand. Once the corporation
has refused the inspection of its
books, or says on the basis of its fig-
ures that it cannot pay a decent wage
nor assure full employment, what is
the: union going to do? The CIO lead-
ership, while having made a denun-
ciation of Truman, still corrals the
labor vote through the PAC for the
Democratic Party.

Since the corporations have openly
confessed their bankruptcy, there is
only one answer for the unions to the
corporations’ openly expressed alter-
native of a return to Hooverism: if
the corporations cannot guarantee se-
curity through full production, full
employment and a high standard of
living, labor must manage production!

Instead of consent to the fact-find-
ing stall of President Truman, labor
must make a break once and for all
with the capitalist parties of big busi-
ness, their ten-year alliance with the
Democrats and their present flirting
with the “progressive” Republicans.
They must turn the PAC into a gen-
uine’ Labor Party with a labor pro-
gram to set up a Labor Government
in Washington!

British Commlt An

Indonesian

By JESSIE KAAREN

“Lidice’’

“Remember Lidice!” Under that slogan, the American peo-
ple were asked to increase their sacrifices for the war, the work-
ers were asked to put in longer hours and to forego their de-
mands for higher wages. They were told to wipe out the shame
of Lidice by buying more bonds. The story of how that small
Czechoslovakian town was razed to the ground by the Nazis, its

 male inhabitants killed and its women and children imprisoned

in reprisal for the killing of one Gestapo ofﬁcer, was blazoned

across the front page of every
newspaper in every Allied ter-
ritory.

Poems ' were written about-

Lidice, a town in the United

States was renamed for it and
the democracy-loving people of the
world were asked never to forget that

Lidice was a symbol for Nazi bes-.

tiality,

REMEMBER BEKASZI!

- If the patriots who talked about
Lidice were sincere in their feeling
of horror, why don’t they raise tllne
same cry now over the small town of
Bekaszi in Java that was burned to
the ground by the British for the
killing of a few British army officers?

Why don’t they start a wave of pro-

test so strong that the British and
their Allied backers will have to ac-
count for their actions to a public that
is slowly having its eyes opened fo
the hypocrisy of the slogans under
which World War II was foaght?

As a matter of fact, the British
have never had to {ake lessons from

the Nazis in the practice of bestial-
ity. More than a century ago they
burned whole villages to conquer In-
dia for the greater glory of the Brit-
ish Empire. And coming uncomfort-
ably close to our own United States,
only last- week the marines, shelled
and wiped out a small village in
North China because the authorities
there refused to turn over to the
Americans the assailanfs of a marine
who had been killed in a village
where he had no business being in

. the first place.

These events don't get the atten-
tion they deserve because it is Brit-
ish and American imperialism that is
involved instead of German imperial-
ism. While the spotlight at Nurem-
berg is turned on how the Nazis con-
ducted . their business, the fact that
the British shelled the city of Sura-
baya with its tightly packed civilian
population of a half million people
because the Indonesians were auda-
cious enough to fight for their free-
dom, got only second page notice.

’(Continued on page 2) -
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The Issue in the GM Sfrike

(At press time it was learned that
the incumbent officials of the URW
were re-elected to office: L. F. Buck-
master, as International president;
H. F. Lloyd, International vice-pres-
ident, and Chas. E. Lanning, Secre-
fary-Treasurer.

George Bass, leader of Goodrich Lo-
cal No. 5, was nominated for presi-
dent, but immediately withdrew his
name as a candidate.—Ed.)

®
By HELEN SCOTT

GRAND RAPIDS, Dec. 15—The
first convention of an impor-
tant CIO union to meet since
the end of the war opened
when 380 delegates from 180
locals of the United Rubber
Workers Union assembled here
yesterday  to begin their -ses-
sions.

The mood of the conventmn
had been set beforehand by the
strike at General Motors, by
the wave of anti-strike and
anti-union legislation pending
in Congress, by the imminent steel
strike' and by the attacks on Presi-

Rubber Workers®

7-Point Program

1. A wage increase of thirty cents
per hour.

2. A basic thirty-hour week.

3. Time and a half compensation
for hours worked in excess of
six hours a day and thirty hours
a week.

4. Time and a half for work per-
formed on Saturdays.

5. Double time for work per-
formed on Sundays and six
designated holidays.

6. Straight ' time pay for six des-
ignated holidays when not
worked.

7. Ten cents an hour night shift
differential for night shift work.

dent Truman made by Philip Murray.

The URW itself has met a stubborn
refusal by three of the Big Four rub-
ber monopolies to open negoiiations
on the union’s seven-point program
(see boxed demands in this issue)
adopted by the International Execu-
tive Board on Sept. 15 and endorsed
by all URW locals. U. 8. Rubber Co.,
which has agreed lo meet with the
union, has turned t.humbs down on
all demands.

In rapid-fire order the convention
called upon all locals,to give finan-

cial and moral assistance to the GM
strikers; invited Walter Reuther to
address the delegates; voted unani-
mously {o condemn all forms of
compulsory -arbitration; hailed de-
mands for “vigorous.political action”;
and applauded a speech 'from the
floor calling for the formation of an
independent Labor Party.

PROGRESSIVE BLOC

The progressive itendency at this
convention is stronger numerically
than ever before. The Akron dele-
gation is headed by C. V. Wheeler
of Goodyear Lbcal 2, Tke Watson of
Firestone Local 7, George Bass of
Goodrich Local 5 and Howard Haas
of General Local 9. These are men
who led their locals throughout the
war .in battles with the rubber com-
panies, in the course of which they
fought against the strike - breaking
policies of the International leader-
ship, then headed by S. H. Dalrymple.
They have all received resounding
votes of confidence from their local
membership in recent elections.

At this convention they are almost
certain of the support of one of the
biggest U. S. Rubber groups in the
country, Local 101 of Detroit. In Lo-

e URWA Convention -

cal 101 the Communist Party admin-
istration headed by John Marmon
was completely wiped out and its
four-year reign ended when it failed
to win a single post in the recent
local elections or to win -a single
convention delegate.

The present Internalional leader-
ship, an uneasy coalition of Stalin-
ists and conservatives, has felt its
control weakening and realizes that
it may be unseated or curbed in
power/ and influence at this fenth an-
nual convention. A rift is developing
in its ranks as the CP forces grouped
around N. H. Eagle, general organiza-
tional director, prepare the grourd-
work for their new post-war, pro-
Stalin policles, and seek to rally sup-
sport for their own candidate for In-
ternational president against Buck-
master. Buckmaster is caught in the
middle. He cannot be elected presi-
dent without the support of either
Akron or the CP elements and must
reach an agreement with one or the

other or step down. Like K. J. Thomas °

in the UAW, he merely holds the bal-
ance of power between the two con-
tending groups. "

To avoid a catastrophe for his fac-

(Continued on page 2)

"SECURITY MEAN
TY FOR UNIONS!

UAW Must Not Yield to
Union-Smashing Demands

By JACK WILSON

Just before the opening of the hearings in Washington this
week by President Truman's Fact-Finding Board on the auto
strike, General Moiors made public its full program for settling

the strike. .

This program cens'l'ii'ufes a grave indictment of GM and the. ‘_

entire system of which it is such an important part. For GM
openly. advocates a return to the Hoover days of wage cuts, do-
pressions, spud-up. union-busting and economic chaos.’

It isn't strange either that not a single big newspaper, which

has moaned loudly about the "unreasonableness™ of labor, has

a word to say about the GM program, which would guarantee
industrial anarchy and depression.

GM demands the open shop, the approval of the speod-up,
the elimination of the maintenance of union membership, "secu-

rity” measures, a specific guarantee of the "rights and preroga- _.‘_

tives of management” and an "anti-vilification” agreement.

. GM also demands that "wages, hours of employment and
other conditions of employment are the ONLY matters which
are subject to collective bargaining.”

This last demand has been a major point of dispute during
the strike because the UAW has proved time and again that
wages can be discussed seriously only in connection with PRICES

and PROFITS.

Chicago CIO
Meet Backs

By R. MILLER

CHICAGO — An appropriate answer
to Truman's union-busting proposal
was given by 1,200 Executive Board
members, ca‘mmittee men - and  shop
stewards of Chicagoe unions attend-
ing an emergency wage conference
on December 12 at the LaSalle Hotel.
The conference was organized to sup-
port the strike of UAW Local 719
against GM's Electromotive Diesel
Corporation in the suburbs of Chi-
cago.

Sponsoring the conference were
the UAW, UE, FE and Packinghouse
CIO local unions, all of these unions
being at present engaged in wage ne-

_gotiations with their respective com-

panies, ahd making preparations for
an immediate strike.

All of the speeches and resolutions
of the conference had as their main
point an attack on Truman and his
proposal for a “fact-finding board.”
It was pointed out everywhere that
the Administration has been giving
lip-service fo all pro-labor legisla-

tion in Congress but now it is actu-

ally carrying out the policies of big
business by proposing this legislation,
which is aimed at breaking the pres-
ent GM strike and preventing the
steel, electrical, farm equipment and
(Continued on page 4)

GM Strikers |

The UAW has insisted that .

GM OPEN ITS BOOKS so that
the UAW and, the consumers’
know exactly what wages can
be paid and what prices should
be marked for GM autos. Un-

less these factors ate taken into ac- .

count, GM could pass any wage boost

“to the consumers, afd thus tob the:

auto workers on the market through

prices as well as in. the shop on !
. ‘wages.

UAW AND THE PEOPLE

By now large sections of the peo-
ple, as well as the auto workers

themselves, have become convinced
that wages can be discussed seriously.

only in connection with prices and
profits. The UAW won much sym-
pathy in the GM strike struggle pre-
cisely because it hammered home this
point. Now GM wants the UAW to
surrender  this excellent program
which placed the corporation in an’
obviously vulnerable position.

Likewise, GM is terribly anxious
to avoid having a public inspection
of its books, for contained therein is
the full story of the fabulous war
profits of this corporation.

The UAW challenges the theory of

“free enterprise” by making this de- .

mand, for it has learned that the
functioning of the economic systelh
is a matter of national concern md
not just the private property of a-
handful ' of 'powerful i.ndustrlnllsls
like the du Ponts.

3

1

GM puts its demand for an open :."'._ i

shop in %his fine language: “The
union and the corporation shall rec-

{Continued on page 2)

Prices Up; Ceilings in Jeopardy

'By SUSAN GREEN

Prices are going up!

The Kiplinger lettér of November
17 to businéssmen’ predicts: “The
prices of most things consumers buy
are heading upward.”

Recently Senator Taft complacent-
ly declared that a ten percent cost-
of-living increase would be “a sec-
ondary consideration” if full peace-
time production could thereby be es-
tablished. This is‘only another way of
stating that the industrial overlords
will bar full production until they get
higher prices.

These incidents are  more than
straws in the wind. They are signs of
the drive unleashed by business to
sweep away all price controls.

Price Administratot Bowles, inside
and outside of Congress, is fighting
for the very life of OPA. The Nation-
dl Association of Manufacturers seeks
the end of price control within sixty
days. Bowles warns big business that
its aim is “reckless,” ‘“utterly fool-

hardy,” “a most dangerous threat to’

the future health and success of our
entire free enterprise system.”

HOW BOWLES FIGHTS.

Bowles accuses the powerful lob-
bies of manufacturers, wholesale and
retail dealers and:real estate boards

\
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of a determination to “make a killing

. on uncontrolled rising prices and

rents”—which is of course true. And
he is chagrined that these naughty
boys are doing this bad thing in
spite of the fact that, under OPA,
“The truth is that mever in our his-
tory have business profits been so
large and business failures so. few,
and this applies to practically all
types and sizes of business.”

But the super-profit-seeking big
‘boys remain . unimpressed. Their
spokesmen, in -and out of Congress,
press the dttack on price control.
Senator Wherry, Republican “from
Nebraska, produces two ladies’ slips,
both peach color, one of good mate-
rial and fit, and the other like a shape-
less sack. The first, the Senator
points out, was made to sell at $1.95
but OPA ceilings forced the maker
to discontinue the line. Whereupon
the second garment, shoddy and sack-
like, was put out by another manu-
facturer, as a new model to sell at

$3.95. This, according to the Senator,

is evidence of the evil of price con-
trol—not, of course, of the crooked
profit-scheming of private enterprise,
which incidentally Bowles also fully
supports!

More confusion around price control
is contributed by, the government.

On one hand, through Bowles it is
supposedly tirying to keep prices
down; on the other hand, Stabiliza-
tion Director Collet tells manufac-
turers that they can ask for price
boosts if the average ‘hourly wages
of their employes have been upped

_thirty-three percent since 1941, that

being officially set as the rise in
prices since then.

LEAKS IN PRICE CONTROL

So' we ask: If, as Mr. Bowles so
adequately proves, profits are better
than ever before in history, why
should manufacturers be allowed
Higher prices? It is also quite perti-
nent once more to call the lie on
government figures. The cost of liv-
ing since 1941 has been hiked not
thirty-three percent but conservative-

" ly forty-five percent and more likely

fifty percent, according to CIO Presi-
dent Murray's figures.

Not only is Bowles thus left out on
a limb by other government depart-
ments, he is himself acting like a
dual personality. While he shouts for
all to hear that leather profils for
1944—along with textile profits—were
730 percent over prewar prices, he
grants shoe manufacturers a fdur and
half percent price increase. Of course

_he hastens to assure the public that

_ cannot

the retail prices of shoes will mot

rise, but that wholesalers and re- .

tailers will absorb the increase..

Naturally the big-business foes of
OPA point up these inconsistenciés-

of Mr. Bowles. While they benefit
from his “control of prices” upward,
as with coal, steel, building materials,
meat, milk, to mention only a féw,

they prefer no control at all. Poor. .
Mr. Bowles, so bravely “helping the. :

consumer” wth an eye cocked to keep

profits the highest in history—and
getting no thanks from big business!
To complete the picture of the cur: =

rent price situation is the exposé of
the black market in textiles. While .
low-income families pay twice and
three times more than before the war

for worse clothing, OPA price viola-

tions have been allowed to skyrocket
to between one hundred and two
hundred percent above ceilings. Every
type of clothing, fabrics, " linens,
sheets, pillow cases, towels, blankets,
sold in every little store on every

Main Street, are under black market

conirol. An ex-GI cannot get a suit =
of civilian clothes and his young wife
get household furnishings,
Cheese cloth is, being sold for.mar-.

quisette at three and four times more.
(Continued on page 2)
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NEWS ANII VIEWS FROM THE lABBR FR(INT ,

Auto Workers Continue the thhf--

{Conlinued from page 1)
ognize the rights of the employees
and ‘applicants for employment. to
el_ect or refuse membership in any

the aute workers against the injus-
tices of this brutal system.

Since the UAW proyides some pro-
tection against this system of wage

to agree to a suppression of FREE-
DOM OF SPEECH AND OF PRESS.
For jexambple, union members call C.
E. Wilson a rich, arrogant, ruthless,

the day. The pmgram of this ruling
class in the United States is totally
reactionary and €an bring only de-
pression and chaos.

By David Coolidge

Ford hasn't accepted the “security
plan” presented by the UAW leader-
" ship. The young scoundrel probably

posal was connected with what was
going on at GM. Reuther had run
way in front of the IEB with his rad-
1_eal GM demands for opening the

ity” of the owners of GM is the du
Pont family and the top managers
of the corporation. It is difficult to
believe. that this management does

ufifon, to- maintain or resign from Slavery, GM wants to preak it or power-mad capitalist. There was .only one M pﬁr‘ft feels that if he holds out a while company’s books and determining the not reflect the “thinking” of itself

suck -tkiiof. . " bte. Of coiirse, this is turn it into.a compahy union. Other- This is an accurate. description. But  where the du Ponts and Wilson car- loriger, Thomas, Leonard, Reuther price of automobiles. Instead of and of the du Ponts. Furthermore,

the old technique of divide and rule, Wise, its chance of making more fan- €, E. Wilson considers that a “vili- ried out their program in full, one <4 Audes will come forward with T o cRHng the same demands to Ford just what does Thomas think the

a ‘dized  fication.” If he had his way, am lace where the had s ed an Bas e s : and Chrysler, Thomas & Co. got British Labor Government is? Hasn’t

which GM wants to place into oper- tastically high profits is jeopar y, any place e Y peed-up, something better, Ford reports that 4 and declded to throw the Ford * B di h o )

atbon. iwhen the worker in the shop is pro- union member talking like that open shop and no criticism of man- ), ChiBaty 1§ tondidering am Yans Toroc and.coelde ow the For e besn reading. the papers? Dot
S fbing i i cg i tected partially from more intensified. would be thrown out. But as & mat- agement. That was thé GM plant it .1 wisew scheme. He cannot con- o rors to the lions. This would bal-  his “aids” keep him posted on what * ;
ombiné this proposal with the one exploitation by his union. ter af prmciple, any umon man has NAZI GERMANY. Just as GM is sider the UAW leaders’ sell-out pro- ance things: radical with GM, com- is going on in the world? In Java" < i b

asking = for ‘“security” measures
4F4inst union militants and shop
s‘ieivards. and for recognition of the
"nghts and prerogatives of manage-
ment to fire and hire” and we see the
full-scale plan of GM to smash the
union as an independent organiza-
tim"i of workers within a blant, Or,
more exactly, to turn it into a com-
pany union! For under the GM pro-
posals the shop stewards would have
no power, union militafits protesting
policy would be subject to immedi-
ate discharge and the straw basses
would reign supreme within the
shops.

FOR A NEW SPEED-UP

The reason for these proposals is
¢léar from another infamous déemand:
“That the international union will

Political Physiology

“Decldring that General Motors
did not ‘ery uriless they dre béing
hart,” the commlttee [UAW strike
strike strategy
committee —
Ed.] told theé
rank and file
i that the com-
pany hdd been
cryinig their
éyés diit, and ‘every meéfing
proves that we aré pinching the
main nerve that leads from their
i)‘oékeﬁmoks to their fear diicis’"
~=Néw York Times, Déeémber 19.

o=

- withdraw objeetion to local unions
‘hegotiating and agreeing to pay-
plans Which provide for rewarding
“individuals for increased productwe
effort.”

This is fancy language for the
speed-up. GM wanis the UAW to
agrée to the speed-up! Every aito
Wworker knows what this means, There
is incentive pay for increased pro-
duction. Then comes the inevitable

Thé final and msidmus demand of
GM, is that- “the union will make
good its pledge to eliminate p&rsnnal
attacks, false accusations and vilifica-
tionn of management through official
union publications, | handbills,” ete.
This i a TOTALITARIAN DEMAND

GM knows that it is very well pro-
tected by its courts and the laws of
the land from slander and libel. This
is not involved in the présent demand.
What GM wants is the UAW, leader-
ship to play coep for it within the
uhion movement, It wants the UAW

agerﬂent and fo express those views.
C. E. Wilson wants GM workers to
be allowed to refer to him only as a
"quble :ndustﬂal statesman and citi-
zen.” Thus we sée American indus-
iry séeking to introduce the identical
méthods of the Hitler régime to con-
trol the thought and speech of every-
_one everywhere.

From beginning to end the GM
proposals illustrate only one thing:
the utter bankruptcy of monopoly
capitalists to solve the problems of

turning to politics calculated fo
briiig that condition in America, so
the UAW must turn to polmcs guar-

anteed tu block this roaﬁ to fa.scism.
The UAW has fo reject the GM de--*
-mands on thq econoniic front. 'fﬁe
UAW must entér the political scéne
to put a WORKERS’ GOVERNMENT
into power to stop fascism and to
solve its economic problems, There
is no otfieF clivice. The present strike
is only the first battle in this war.

Rubber Workers’ Convention--

(Cphtinued from page 1)
tien, Dalryimple, . formér president,
who had been respensible for sus-

pendmg,lexpelimg and fining mem- .

bers in oné local after another, re-
signed some tlme ago to make Way
for Buckmaster, who, it was hoped,
would prove more palatable to the
ranks.

LEADERS SUDDENLY “RADICAL”

Both the Buckmaster and the Stal
Iiriist sections of the old leadérship
obviotisly hepe that their past crimes
wilt be overleoked in the umanimous
enthusiasm for the excellent seven-
point program of the URW. They vie
with ¢hé another in lulling the dele-
gatés’ memories with a series of rad-
ical add morée radical sounding
speeches.

Buckmaster Hlmself felt compelled
to teply to rumors that he& had béén
vacillating and slow-moving in press-
ing for the union’s demands. If a
strike is necessary, hie promised, we
will strike. He continued with a vig-
orous atfack on proposed anti-strike
legislation afid ended with appeals to
forget past différences. “Our seven-

point prégram,” hé said, “must take'

precedenéé over any and all other
issues.”

c¢iit in rafes, and an auto worker finds ~Thomas F. Burns; an Executive group really. wllhng to back Local strikers throughout the land have The recent eleet!ons in Ausfria, ' 7
himseit doing twice the work for the Board member, speaking for the PAC,  That they have not yet learned this 1) o\ jouqy made an extremely fair Drobod. Lose G.L Bill Benefits e . s Staltiiléts MBost Wek
4dié meager pay. The whole history denotnced Démocraté and Republi- ‘lesson was evident in the discussiofi The resolutions Kave already come tioh §o the corporations, “You say The bosses use every device in NO seats ifi thie Patliamient, 1§ &
6f the auto industry is a struggle of cans alike for betraying the pledges o©n the resolution on political action. 4, 4y0 qo6r hut the CP 4hd Buckmias- you can't afford to pay the in- . the books to crush the militancy Hopeful sigh of the growth in in-
: The Resolutions Committee reporfed ;. factions combined to refer the creased wages that we ask. Very of the working class. The govern- telligence of the electoraté. Unfor-
: out a brief resolution of only five : 27 Wel, {hen. Bhow s your 'b oika. ment (that is, the pohtlcal agents tiately, s eknressiomn .g sbfitie
BUSINESS M ANA GER 7y lines calling for a full-time director ™Matter to an Appeals Committee, We h a R ¥ " o ¢ Of the bosses) does not even pre- 14 scetp__ ’is flip 4wt
of political activities. One of the De- Which will report AFTER the elec- e have no desire to put you out - ¢4 synartiality. i inbor:man. ment i8.88 yét loriiless and with-
PO . ' of business (yet). If your profit P ¥ out clear direction, Thas the Com-
troit delegates pointed out that this tion of offiters, : agement conflicts. The lesson. is RO % i, |7
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LABOR ACTION will be out too.
" We have covered all aspects of this
most important strike, analyzing, sup-
porting and constructively criticizing
to strengthen unionism. A VICTORY
IN THIS STRIKE IS A VICTORY
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' giving full support to this struggle

of the auto workers, distributing pa-
pers and OBTAINING SUBSCRIP-
TIONS. )

Our Special Offer for the duration
of the strike still holds good:

Four half-year subs for one dollar!

SEND IN YOUR DOLLAR NOW
with four namesg and addresses.

a .

made to labor in.the last elections.
Those elected by the PAC, he said,
“have given as much assistance to us
as a man with two brokén arms and
legs.” Unemployment and a new war
threaten us, $aid he, and we must
press for “vigorous political action.”

Iii a letter to the delegates, Charles

_ E. Lanning, general secretary-ireas:

urer, soliﬂarized himself with Mur-
ray’s dtt#cks on Truman. “This smash
at organized labor,” he wrote of the
anti-strike bill, “is no different than
the beginning of fascism in any other
nation. ... The blood of our sons and
brothers rises out against this sort of
dictatorship and we feel certain that
the American people...will elimi-
nate from public office all little men
who think they are bigger than the
will of the American people.”

If they are now forced into a nec-
essary. alliance with Buckmaster, the
real difference that does exist be-
tween themselves and him will be-
come even more hazy to the rest of
the membership. By their own fail-
ure to understand the political ques-
tions before the union movement _.in
the past, they have allowed Buck-
master to save his own skin in the
present.

LABOR PARTY ISSUE

LABOR ACTION SUBS RECEIVED: -

®
The Special Offer for The New

Intéinational is being extended for

one month to February 1.
One year at only $1.50.

“The Fight for Somahsm," a book
on socialism and labor, written by
Max Shachtman, editor of The New
International; will soon bé off the
Press.

SUBSCKIBE NOW!

Use the blank printed below for
both LQABOR ACTION and The New
International subscriptions.

(Tear this blavik here and mail)
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SPECIAL 'INTRODI.!GTORY OFFER

Dear Friend: During the coming critical year I wish to
réééive every issue of The New International and- LABOR
ActioN—and to take advantage of your introductory oﬁ’er.
Please enter my sttbseription at énce for—

£ one year of LABOR ACTION at oiily 60 cents

normal carry-over” and the govern-
ment is “seeking mew uses for it.”
Why not use it to make téxtiles for
the consumer? Or would that be
competing with sacred private enter-
prise—and with the black market-

in we can make rhyme or reason—
rhyme or reason for the worker and
for the housewife who are threatened
with a further price squeeze.

Theré, must, of course, be price
control. Without it, the profit-lust of
private enterprise let loose in the
presént markét, would result in
stratospheric prices and ultimdte ca-
tastrophic ¢ollapse. However, the OPA
is like a kettle-cover that doesn’t fit
and lets the steam escape all around.-
Tesktile prices onhe hundréd to two
hundred percent above ceilings vivid-
ly demonstrate the point. Alse dem-
onstrating the point are Mf. Bowles’
own ﬁgut‘es showing that pte-tax
profits of deparimient and other
stores in 1944 were 1324 percent above
1936-39, and that profits of all busi-
nesses have been the.largest in his-
tory. The OPA has proved that the
needs of the common people cannot

weak conclusion did not correspond
to the devastating attacks on Truman
and on the so-cdlled friends of labor.
“I believe,” he said, “that what we
really need is an independent Labor
Party.” This started a wave of
speeches for a stronger resolution and
for “more vigorous political action”

and in this discussion the Akron mili-
tants took exactly the same stand as
the CP supporters and the Buckmias-
ter men, who advocated a vague pol-

ic® of building .district and ward
PAC groups. But that was the old
policy of the 1944 eampaign. The Ak-
ron people evade the question: “Are
you for-a Labor l!u.rty?”

The most hotly “debated. quiestion
before the convehtion will be the
question of U. s Rubber Lgeal 101.
Twelve meémbers' of the 1ocal were
expelled and 578 members fined as
the affermath, of a werk stoppage in
1944. Theé. local's’ -delegation is ready
to, fight .for resolutions to remstate
these' men and to rescind the fines,
The local commands forty-seven votes
and since all sﬂes are loakmg for
support no one is w1111ng to oppose
these resoliutions apenly before the
elections. The' Akron delegation
which has had similar fights on its
own hands in the past is the only

right from the pecple, can fix fair
prices and sée that price ceilings dare
éiiforced. But such committées could
not furnction without Iéfh'pﬁélic'éﬂy
pushing asidé the so-edlled “rights of
private enterprise.’ The books of big

which price control for the benefit
of the majority of the people can be
effectuated.

The CIO auto workers, demanding L

a thirty percént wage increase, with-=
oit any price intrease because the
profits of the auto barons would still
be twice prewar _ievels, have pio-
neered in taking: 4 funddmental ap-
proach to the qlestion of prices.
‘I‘hls also involves opening the books
of big business to #ublic vietr, and
has therefore met with the most stub-
born anfdgonism of fhe auts bosses.

The nexs d_emand-et labor -_sm_ﬂ_ the
consumer has to be, as stated above;
for_price-control commiitees of work-
ers and housewives, with access to
all the facis of preduction—including
above all the facts bf profits, that

" lion’s share that goes to the capitalist

posals until he has his “annual wage”
plan concocted. What Ford. wants to
tlo, of course, is to kill two birds with
one stone. He wants to fabricate some
pompl;cated annual wage scheme and .
tle it to the “security plan” presented
by the UAW leaders. If the annual
wage §should turii out Iater fo be
less than expeeted; as it surely will,
then Ford will have his workers
thoroughly shackled with the aid of
the UAW top leaders.

The company “protection plan”
presented by Leonard, seems to be
headed for the rocks in the union it-
self. Leonard told the company that
the union.would have trouble enough
selling the security propesals to the
rank and file even if a substantial
wage increase was granted. This
statement by Leonard is in itself an
admission that the company security’
plan is a betrayal of the UAW mem-
bership. What Leonard is saying is
that even should Ford grant wage
increases, the workers in the Ford
locals would still be hard to con-
vince that it is their business to pro-
tect the Ford Motor Co.

Why should the UAW leadership
want to adopt a plan which they be-
lieve will be unacceptable to their
membership? Why was this plan pre-
sented to Ford and made public be-
fore it was discussed and actéd upon
by the membership? The réasons
seem clear. The UAW leaders knew
that if they went before thé mémber-
ship with thls sell-out proposal it
would be rejected by the Ford work-
ers. Theréfore they presented it to
Ford, hoping that he would accept it
and that this would give them a club
with which to beat back any opposi-
tion in the Ford locals.

1t seems clear thaf this Ford pro-

ciliatory with Ford. This would prove
that thet UAW leadership was not so
radical, that they were “reasonable
men,” “responsible” trade union lead-
ers. )

Furthermore, by this maneuver,
more of the top leadership of the
UAW would have an opportunity to
shine in the limelight, get their names
in the press and bask in nation-
wide publicity. Reuther, the “radical,”
would command the GM front, Leon-
ard wotld retreaf at River Rouge,
while Thomas would dash off to ne-
gotiate with Henry Kaiser at Willow
Run. Addes, of course, would remain
in Detroit to hold things together
and take charge of the per capita.
A Cléver Maneuver s

R. J. Thomas got a bright idea last
Week. His research staff informed
him that the British Labor Govern-
ment owned 434,000 shares of GM
common stock. Thereupon Thomas
dispatched a message to Prime Min-
ister Attlee which informed Attlee
that the UAW was confident that the
GM management does not reflect the
“thinking” of the "vast majority of
the owners of the corporation.”
Thomas went on, to say that “for that

reason and because a statement by s

the Labor Government of Great Brit-
ain would be a welcome demonstra-
tion of the solidarity that binds to-
gethér theé working peoplé of all na-
tions, we are hopeful that you will
be able to make known to the man-
dgement of Genéral Motfors Corpora-
tion your belief that‘profits are, in-
deed, the concérn of thé workers and
owners of any corporation.”

it is very diffictiit fo giless what,
if anything, wms in Thomas' head

when he sent this message to Attlee.

ih the first place, the “vasi major-

Indonesia? Or in England?

We are certainly most strongly in
favor of international labor solidar-
ity. We should certainly like to see

an expression of solidarity with- the

GM workers come from the British’
Labor Government. But this seems
too much to expect right now. An
urgent task before Attlee and his
fellow ministers is to express in ac-
tion a feeling of solidarjty with the
British Labor Party and the British
working class. They haven't done this
- yet, Also, we should like to see.that
government express in action a feel-
ing of solidarity with the Indonesians,
the Javanese, Indians and Africans.
That is, we should like {o ‘see the
British Labor Government-take just
one step toward obeying, in action,
the mandate which was given them
when the British masses decided that
a change was necessary and voted the
Labor Party ticket. _

We say again that we are far more
in favor of international labor solid-

atity than is Thomas—for ohe good

feason, if for no other: wé understand

it, know what it means and the fun- - °

damental steps toward such a econ-
summation. The strongést action that
Thomis cati take foday toward in:
ternational ofF national labor soliddr-

. ity is to have the IEB withdraw its

disgraceful Ford propesals and sub-

" stitute the GM proposals. The mext

detion 1§ to igriore Trumiai’s “fact:
finding” fakery and all other ar-
bitration propesals. Let the IEB de-
cide to-arbitrate this dispute by way
of the picket line. That's Where it
belongs.

The auto workers and other

ads and in pubhc statements, de-
nying the right of employees to
examine personal records, invok-

class can run your businesses with-
out you and your hordes of para-
sitical coupon clippers!

.

Among other “reforms” insti-

labor unions have fought against
for years.
. L ]

LEFT JABS By SHAW

Veierans in GM S-I-nke

[ ]

The Palesiine police r&ee,- which .

ain, na}lonal independence, free
and unrestricted immigration.
: °
The editor of ah Army fiets-
paper was “busted” recently for
criticizitig the slowness of demio-

homé. The charges were...distri-
buitiont 6f “Seditious and infainta-
tory matter,”

discontent in the proper diréction. -
®

[

Havng recently acquired a re-
frigerator, the Missus and.I were
the recipients of the epithet “filthy
rich” from 4 friend. ¥i my uasial
learned Marxist manner, I asked
thie friend to define for me what

in order to make ends meet.”
Say it dagain, brother, say it
again!

The Indonesian Lidice - -

(Continued from page 1)
And, in addition to reprisals against
the village of Bekaszi, which was

burned with gasoline torches, another

village was bombed from the air af-
ter the civilian population was given
twe minutes’ notice to clear out.
Trueks escaping the village were ma-
chine-gunned by British soldiers. No,
the British have nothing to learn
from the Nazis!

As Americans, we cannot afford to

results from not having a pelitical
instrument of its own is noWhere
moré revedled thari in the Iabor
movemént's failure to take strong ac-
tion on ah évent of siich World-shak=
ing importance. It must be empha-

'sized over and over again that the

magnificent fight of the Indohesian
Aatidnalists is d progréssive oné. Théy

TR T = TS UM T B ST A O L e

are fighting for the democratic right

. of sélf-governiment, a right promised

in that forgotten Allied document:
the Atlantic Charter,

Remembér Bekasait

Hafids off Indonesis!

Three hundred and. fifty year,s of .
slavery under Dutch masters are

enough!

parasites on production. be very pious about the British; The

rocket shells, the ammunition, the
airplanes, even the uniforms on the
Duteh soldiers; were made in the
U.S.A. Right now, a battalion of
Diifcli marinés trained in this cotin-
try is én route {6 Java, The Allied
arniy in Javd, which eéofisists of
Diteh and Bfitish soldiérs (dided by
Japdnése), Will shortly corisist 6f 150,

[] one year of The New International at only $1.50

[0 one yedr of The New Interrational 4hd a opy of
the book, Thé Fight for Socialism, at on]y $2‘50

This offer is for a limited time only;

[ Enclosed is my payment. [] Bill me later,
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LOS ANGELES FORUM:

"How to Fight Native Fascism"
Lessons of the Campaign Agdinst Smith
SPEAKER: HAL DRAPER
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‘Nationalize Big Business!

The labor movement has not fully re-

covered from the shock it received when
President Truman proposed, ten days or
more after the workers had taken to the
plcket lines, the establishment of a tacf-
ﬁndmg commission to determme the issues
in the General Motors strike. The union
leaders rose as one man to reject the Pres-
ident’s pro_posal which was coupled with.
a request that the auto workers, without
any guarantees whatever, should return
to their jobs.

What explains this solidarity of the la-
bor. movement? Did it arise only because
the, President’s proposal, coming after a
long period of negotiations between the
union and GM, with all the facts made
public already, was an obvious ruse di-
rected against a union fighting :for the
security of its workers? Did it arise only
because the President’s action revealed an
unmistakable sufiport to industry against

- the workérs? Such things have happened

before and the labor movement did not

; a'_!'ways close its ranks in struggle.

- Neo, the labor movement recognizes that
this time the President has made proposals
which imperil the labor movement. in -a
period when the whole issue of the exist-
ence of unionism and the security of the
working class is involved.

The people of the country face grave
problems in this post-war period, a period
marked by the increasing power and
wéalth of the monopolistic ruling class,
fattened up by excessive war profits. The
labor leaders see that in this post-war pe-
riod the. workers and the overwhelming
mass ‘of people in the country are con-
fronted with the need of struggle to win a
living wage and security against a well-
organized capitalist class which resists
fiercely any encroachments on its profits.
And when the: Administration acts as it
does, it merely adds to the evidenee that
it is a government df, for and by big busi-

ness. Though they do not clearly see what
course to adopt, the labor leaders never-
theless understand that it is necessary to
fight Truman’s policy, else the labor move-
ment will succunib to the power of capital.

SOCIAL BANKRUPTCY OF BUSINESS

- Thé big business interests which donti-
ndte the life of the country will not permit
any substantial cutting into their enér-
mous profits. That is why they resist the
just wagé demands of the unions. Buf, if
they cdniiot operdte thieir industries and
still provide security and a living wage to
the workers, it is obvious that they are so-
cial bankrupts and should be told to get
out. That has been the logic of the position
of the UAW in this struggle.

That is the position of the Werkers
Party and LABOR ACTION, which have de-
clared that menopelistic ¢orporate indus-
try should be nationalized under workers’
¢centrol to operate in the interests of the
people and their well-being’.

Yes, what is neéded is thig kind of ha-
tionalization which rests on the principle
of carrying on production in the interests
of theé people and not profit.

But it is obvious that this government
of big btisiness cannot and will not carry
out such a nationalization of big industry.
For that the workers of this country need
a party of their own which would fight for
government power and establish a work-
ers’ government, a government of, for and
by those who work in order to live, to car-
ry out such a program in the socidl inter-
ests of the overwhelming majorlty of the
people.

The need for a Labor Puriy is; we be=
lieve, obvious. The need for a government
of the workers is necessary. The labor
movement, if it is o carry out its great
tasks successfully, should put on its ban-
ners the slogans: For an independent Laber
Party! For a Government -Of; By and For
the Workers!

Two Steps Backward

It didn’t take very long before the auto-
workers learned that the proposals for
“eompany security” given to the Ford
Company by Richard Leonard, UAW chief
iti ¢harge of the Ford division, would be-
comé the program of every automobile
company now engaged in a wage fight
with the union. Leonard’s proposals, eri-
dorsed by every international officer of the
UAW, including Reuther, were a stab in
the back of the GM strikers who are car-
#yifig on a brillliant struggle against one
of the biggest and wealthiest corporations
in the world. . _

The Ford Motor Company replied fo
Leonard by saying that his compaty union
Q‘rdﬁbs‘uls were indeed interésting but did
not go far cnaugh. They belleve that if &
dﬁ:én leadership is willing to cut off the
righf arm of its organization, it might as

well give the left oné too.

. General Motors was quick to pick up the
lead given it by Leonard’s program of be-
trayal. GM not only demands company
seeurity, but wants to return to the good
old open shop conditions which would put
it in an excellent position to smash the
union at a more opportune moment

The latest convert to company security
is that great "friend" of labor, Henry Kai-
ser, to whom R. J. Thomas went on bended
knee pleading that he enter the automo-
bile manufacturing business by reopening
fhe Willow Run plant. The Kaiser-Frazer
Corporation also demands its own kind of
compdny security and is préparing "an in-
teresting and novel” plan. We know what
these “interesting and novel" plans are.
They are designed to weaken the unions
dnd fo securé the profits of company own-
ers and the high salaries of officials.

The stupidity and rank betrayal of the
UAW leadership in the. current situation
is bad enough when it relates to the strug-
gle of the UAW. But Leonard set a prece-
dent for which the whole labot movement
will have to pay. For the big monopolistic
corporations, utilizing the Leonard pro-
posals made to Ford, will confront every

_important international uhion in the coun-

try with the same kind of demand for com-
pany security. The way to stop this is for
the rank and file of the UAW to rejeet
any company security plan of its officials
and then to get rid of an officialdom that
acts like a collective office boy for the pow-
erful auto barons. . .

" R. J. Thomas and the Labor Paﬂy

“R. J. Thomas, president of the UAW,
after desperate trying, hit the front pages
again. This time he released a letter sent
to Prime Minister Attlee requesting the
British Labor Government to intervene in
‘behalf of the GM strikers because it is a
la¥ge stockholder in the corporation.
Thomias asked: How can it refuse? Isn’t
it 4 Labor Governiment?
 As was expected, Attlee, through his
‘appoitited representatives, replied that the

government did not own the stock but be-

‘cause of wartime conditions held it for
Private British investors (see “Mass Ac-

tion” on page 2 of this issue). We shall
teturn to this theme at another time.
There is an interesting lesson contained

in what Thomas undoubtedly regarded as

a clever maneuver. If a labor. gaveﬂuhen'l'
in a foreign country can be expécted fo
aid a strike of workers in the United
States, what could not a labor government
here do for the workers? Obviously, if the
workers of the United Stafes had their

own political party and had taken power,
ftie GM strikers would be in a powerful

position to win their just demands from
(Cofitiritiéd in last column)

THE N‘REMBERG TRI

By STEPHEN PARKER
Twenty-one German. Nazis, leaders
of German fascism who enslaved the

German working class in 1933 and -

subsequently tried to carve a world
empire for German imperialism, are
on trial for their lives in Nurem-
berg. Their judges are their accus-
ers: the representatives of the
United States, Great Britain, France
and Russia. The verdict is almost
inevitable: the defendants will be
found guilty .and sentenced to death.
Thus the brutdl apostles of fascism
will meet their weéll deserved deaths.
Never was the working class con-
fronted with a more capable and bet-
ter orgahized enemy. The European
earth is literally strewn with the
bones of thé enemies of the “New
Order,” who wére sadistically de-
siroyéd becdiise tliey stoed in the
path of National-Socialist power.
Six million helpless Jews were dé-
stroyed by this brown fascist plague.
The Geérnmian working class was
ruthlessly ernshed, their organiza-
tions were smashed and their per-
specfives were warped for perhaps
years to come. -
Millions of European slaves were
eonsertpted to work in fhieir war fac-
tories.
Everywhere the Nazi heritage is
seen: desolation and suffering, horror
and desolation.

THE TRAGIC, ASPECT
Nuréniberg is a tragédy of world-
wide dimensions. Thé first part of the

tragedy resis .in this: the victims of
Nazism are fiot the judges of it at

this frial. Where dré the fepresentd-.
tives -of the German working class?:

Where are the remnants of the Jews?-:
Where aré the slave laborers? Why: -

/Two  of the

position of+ waging a defensive war,

defending their ill-gotten booty of

the preceding war.

+ No, for the imperialist powers, war
is not a crime. It is only a crime
when their enemies resort to it.

For évén on the very days that the
trial at Nuremberg takes place the
Allied countries themselves wage
war, only this time it is a war for

“civilization,” for “law and order,”
for “democracy.”

Even as the trial fakes place. the
British show how seriously they
take the “ountlawing of war” by using
tanks and planes against the helpless
Indonesians, By what stretch of what
lord’s iimagination are the British
waging a légitimate war of defense
in Jiva?

And the French tfoops are defend-
ing what parcel of Frehch soil when
they trample on the indepéndence as-
pirations of the Indo-Chinesé?

And how do the Americans “de-
fend” Kansas City by having the
marines fight in China?

And what are the Russians defenda
ing when they loot and pillage and
deprive’ the inhabitants of the coun-
tries that they occupy of their basic
liberties? -

NEW CONCEPT OF LAW '

This new conception of interna-
tional law, which makes it a ecrime
when the enemy does what is per-
féctly permissible for you to do, is'a
heavy factor in the indictments,
which consist of four counts.

It covers part of Count One, which

‘15 called “The Common Plan of Coh-

spiraey.” And it covers all of Count
indictment, which is
called “Crimes Against the Peace.”
-Here are detailed the many peace

are they not trying their Nazi ene-, wtredties the Germans violated. They

mies?
In their stead are: the prosecutors .

© sy inelude the Treaty of Versailles, the
:imperialist peace coneluded at ‘the

of the victorious Allied alliance. Had s .termination of the First World War;

théy lost the war perhdps they would -
new be oocupying the prisoners’ dotl.
and the Nazis sitting on the- tnbunal.
But the real reasons that the Nams
aré beihg tried aré twofold. The first
reasoni is that they had the impudence -
to try to wrest an empire for. Ger-.
many that the Allies had approprlated
for themselves. The second reason is
that they lost the war.

That is the erime of the Nazis. But
in. the entire structure of law thete'
is no place where the waging of war
is labeled as a érime. For capitalisf
pewers constantly revert 16 the use of
war, always in the interest of legiti-
mate self-defénse, of course. To hear
each imperialist power speak one
would think that each war that they
were m\rolved in was always a “de=
fénsive” war. The country they war
against is always the “aggressor.”
This is a éonvenient deviéé which
is later ratified by treaty. After the
First World War the Allied powers
ruled the world. They made this le-
gitimate ' by “outlawing war” This
meant that any attempt by one of
the defeated imperialist powers to

.the Treaty of Locartio and the Kel-

logg-Briand Peacé Pact, among oth-
. ers.

As has already been pointed out,

-these were treaties imposed by the

imperialist powers who won the First

. World War, to imdintain thé ' statiis
‘quo and their imperialist domination
-of the world. .

The Nazis are not only being tried

for waging dn aggressive war, though
this from the imperialist viewpoiht
is their great crime, but also for their
trimes against humanity. Their-crimes
against humanity include not only
the war atrocities of the Nazis, but
a large section of the indictment is

~devoted to their crimes against the
German people.

" The indictment thoroughly outlines
these crimés. Includéd are the Bl‘ﬂ--*
tal discrimination against the Ger-

man Jews, the suppression of all po-

litical opposition, the destfuction of
the free trade uhions and the elimii-
nation of all democratic rights. The
indictment rightly points out that this
was done to prepare Germany for

re-allocate the world conlﬂ be ca“ed war. It even points t6 the suppres-

a war of aggression. If the victorious
powers ‘should then become involvéd
in a war, they would indeed be in the

sion of pacifism for this purpose.

Why ate these things said only for

the political purposes of a trial and

ignored by the imperialist propagan-
dists on all other occasions? How
does this jibe with the incessant chau-
vinistic campaign conducted against
the guilt of the German peéople?

And what about the crimes com-
mitted against the peoples of their
own couniries and pessessions by the
prosecuting countries? 'The Nazis
alone did not Have a monopoly on
concentration camps, as the inhabi-
tants of Russia, India and many other
couniries know frem experience.

Let all who commit these ecrimes
be piinished,

THE MEANING OF “ORDERS”

There is another very interesting
aspect to the trial and that is the
question of individual guilt and in-
dividiual responsibility. The imperial-
ist ruling class conception of armies
is the urnguéstioned obedience to dis-
cipline. Orders are always to be
obeyed; never are they to be ques-
tioned. This discipline is the corner-
stone of the functiohing of armies:

In these' trials the representatives
of the German armies are being tried.
Their defense is that it is not the
furiction of 4 gefieral or dnybody élsé
to question the orders that'come ffom
the state. They say that if they did,
afmies as a homogenous entity would
cease fo eéxist and in their stead would
rule the “undisciplined rabble.”

Sirice all - armies have the same
conception, it is not accidental that
the organs of the militarists in other
countries have protested the inclu-
sion of the German military leaders
in the trial. The Army and Navy
Journal, for example, has protested
that it will now be impossible for a
gentléman o embark upon a-military
career. .

The reasons are easy io surmise. If
a general can refuse to administer an
order given-to him from dbove, then
why ecafi't a ¢olonel do the same?
And if it is proper for a colonel ‘to
doubt, then why not a yeu{enant"
And goirig down the scale, Wh¥ not
an énlisted nfan? If this conception
is' upheld, protest the militarists, how
will they ever be able to wage anothetr
war, when each execution of each
order becoines a matter for each in-
dividual to decide?

‘The capitalist class is making a
dangerous situation for itself. General
Eisenhower was  asked whether an
Afmérican soldier urider this coricep-
tion should have thé right to refuse
to obey ah order which he felt to be
a moral crime. His only reply was that
not one American soldier in a hun-
dred thousand could be found td do
what the German soldiers did. Then,
if that is so, it is a problem for each
individual soldier to decide, but of
cotirse Eiserihower could never agree
to that. What the “leaders of society”
do not understand, or if they do, keep .
silent about, is that the rank and file
soldier is subjjected to the morality of

- impérialist sociéty ih a most intense

degree during war. The responsibility
for “war crimes” rests not on the
head of the rank and file soldiér, but

.on the heads of the political leaders

and their military subordinates, the
general staffs and the officer caste.

FRENCH COMMUNISTS JOIN 4TH INTERNAT’L

(Firom the British Socialist. Appeal)

In the Isére Départinenit (Grenoble),
three prominent forfiier Hiémbers of
the Communist Party, disgusted by
the opportunist pélicies of Stalinisi,
have issued a stateient giving their
reasons for joitiing the P.C.I. and the
Fourth International,

Jean Raffin-Dugens dntered the
Socialist Party in 1898. A tieacher,
he was persécuted for his political
ideas and deported to a small ‘vil-
lage in the Isére, Elécted to Parlia-
ment in 1910, he with two other Sos
cialist deputies alone voted against
the war credits. During the war; he

adopted an internationalist position :

and was with Lenin at the Kienthal
Conference. In 1920 he founded the
Communist Party in the Isére, lead-
ing the majority of the Socialist
Party into.the C.P. During the occu- ,
pation, he disapproved of the chau-’
vinist policy of the C.P., and at the
time of the liberation he re{used to
stand for the mumclpal elections fo-
gether with reactiohary elements of
the Resistance movement. Afler 47
years of militant political activity, he .
found himself éxpelled fiom fhe C.P.
Heé has now joinéd the P.CI and
stood ‘as a Fourth International can-

didate in the recent elections.
" * -

Charles Martel,. a typographer,
joined the Socialist Party in 1913

and adopted a revolutionary inter-.

nationalist attitude from the very
beginning of the 1914-18 war, At the
front, he organized actions of fra-
ternization between French and Ger-
man soldiers and- publishéd several
clandestine pdpeérs opposing the was.
After the war, hé was one of the
foundation miembers of the C.P. in
the Isére, He specialized ih peasant
problems, and as such wvisitéd the
kolkhozes in the U.SSR. He Wwas
struck there by the inequality in the
conditions of the leaders and the
workers, and by the arrogant manner
of life of the bureaucracy. On his
retufn he was expelled from the C.P.
on account of his criticism of the
U.S.SR. and of the political line
adopted by the C.P. in Germany. He
has now joined the P.C.L
& - L

Horace Martin, a railway worker,
came to the Socialist Party in 1865
and joined its Conimiihist fraction as
early as 1918. A militant trade trion
leadre, he was active in the undet-
ground C.P. during the +wWhole périod
of the 1939-45 war: Unable to sub-
scribe any longer to the C.P. policy
of capitulation, he wvoluntarily re-

signed from the C.P. and enters ihe

French section of the Fourth Inter-
tiational after 50 years of political

activity. )
* * *

In their statemefit, thesé comrades
of the “0Old Guard” givée their rea-
sotis f6¢ Keepinig up hope: “In facé of
the capltulationt of the Comntuirist
Party (amorgst whose fﬂliilﬂntic_m
menibers were dare protd to be réck-
otted), & tiew fevolufioniary party, the
Intetitatiohalist Comimiinis§ Party
(P.C.L), French section of the Fourth
Hiternational, is taking up Lénii’s
tradition of interndtionalismi -and
¢lass striuggle, and every day sees its
influefice growing among the masses.”
And they corclude by an-appeal to
the younger genetationi: “It is to you,
comrades; that we wish to speak. We
are old and some of us will not see
thé victory of the proletariat. But
this victory is cerfain. We appeal to
you fo keep coutage, remain stead-
fastly in ‘the battle, and to join the
Intérndtionalist Communist Party,

which is today thé only revolution-

ary paity, the only patty which fights
for the establishierit of the dictator-
ship of the proletariat by a régime of
soviets.”

The Réle of the Party—Tuesday, 7:30-8:45 P.M,
Instructor: Sol Rayo

Histnri;:al Roots of Bolshevism
Tuesday, 7:30-8:45 P.M.
Part Ii—Instructor: Eritest Erber.

The History of Great Class Struggles in America
Tuesday; 9-10:15 P.M.,
Iistfuotor: Mike Stevens

REGISTER NOW FOR THE WORKERS PARTY SCHOOL

IN NEW YORK CITY
January 8 to Februaty 15

ADMISSION: $1.50 PER COURSE
[

sy o

Elementary Marxist Economics—Friddy, 7:30-8:45 F.M.
Instructor: Keva Craine.

Historical Contributions of Trotskyism
Friday, 7:30-8:45 P.M. '
Part I—Instriictor: Emanuel Garrett

The World: Today—Friday, 9-10:15 P.M.
Instructor: Herman Fetiwick

Advanced Seminar in Marx’s Capital, Vol. I
" Friday,
Instructer: Freddie Forest

STUYVESANT CASINO —122 SECOND AVENUE

R

9-10:15 P.M.

0P LIMITS

By James M. Fenwick .

PART | 2

THE BRUTALIZATION OF oy
THE AMERICAN SOLDIER ;

Early last’ Septemiber, I, along with 450 other
men, left northern Bavaria for éventual redeploy-
ment home. Bavaria is hauntingly beautiful, but
now most of it is an indescribably complete and
depressing riin. Everywhete wander children, ofd -
men and worien, and young, mutilatéd Wehrmacht
veterans, picking their way through the rubble,
trying somehow to live. ‘

On one occasion we stopped beside a freight
train loaded with displaced persons. We ail got
out' of our freight cars to stretch. Standing on the
loading platform beside a pitifil heap of personal
belongings was a young woman. One of the men
of our unit walked up to her, coolly lifted her
dress over her héad, and slowly inspécted Her s
if she were a slave on thé block.

The woman stood thére in her. filthy under'-
clothing, afraid to move or object, torn with rage,
tears.and shame. Only my buddy and I profested.

“Put that woman’s dress down!”

The soldier turned to us, stifl holding upi ‘.HF
dress, spit casually and said: “What the hell's it
to you?” -

Yes, yes...what was it to us?

THE WAR HAS DEBASED
ALL HUMAN VALUES .

That little incident deﬁnes very well the phght
of millions of people in Europe .today. Certainly
at no time within the memory of living man has
the value of human life sunk so loWw. And it dem-
onstrates very well, also, the brutalizatioh which
has taken place of an unfortunately large number
of ‘American troops in Europe.

It is a little surprising, even for a class-conseipte .
veteran, to return home and find how litfle actial:
knowledge exists on the_eonduct of the Amerwan
soldier in Europe. And it is equally surprismg,
when stories are printed in sucH magazifiés as
Life or even Politics; to find how cautiotsly the
argumentatién is advanced and how éarefully the
documentation is adduced in support of the facts

For there is not a GI who was in combat in
Burope who cannot tell scorés of stories which aié
so vilé that many soldiers endowed Wwith a sense
of human decency have come ti feel that man-

. kind is essentially bestial and irredeemable. The

French and Belgian press have been full of dénun-
ciations of American soldiers—a harbinger of a
full-scale political revolt against American im- .
perialism’s domination of Europe. In Gefpany;
where th& Americans have behaved many times
worse, the Germans are in no position to protest..

. ‘ - . !
"YOU ARE WORSE |
THAN THE GERMANS!"

A French professor in Paris who had.formerly . .
been a lidison officer with the British, who had .
lived in both the United States and England, and
who bitterly. disliked.-the Germans, -once-1bld a:=-
group of us that in their personal relations with -
the French the Germans were models of corréet-
ness compared with the Americans. A Belgian
Trotskyist in a small mining town whd can by no
means be accused of chauvinism, summed up the
'situation by saying: “The American soldiers treat
us like conquerors, not like liberators.”

Yet what soldier who was there can forget those
bright summer days of late August and early Sep-
tember, 1944, when it almost seemed that the war
had meaning? Everywhere were crude siggs hung
across ' the houses: “Thanks to our ‘Liberators!”
“Long Live the Americhns!” Everywhere crowds
thronged the streets, offering tomatoes, pears, ap-~
ples, cognac, wine, mint drinks and bread. Every- .
one was laughing, clambering up 6n the vehicles
and kissing the Americans, even while shots were
stiil echoing in the streets. Children were héld up
to touch the fabulous Americans as they passed
by. The FFI (French Forces of the Interior) ap:
peared in the open, proudly wearing their tricolor
brassards. The long night was over. The Hitler
empire, which was to endute for a thousand years,
was falling to the ground in dust.

Hardly a year later one of the common jokes
current in Paris was, “The Americans liberated us -
from the Germans. Now wheo’ll liberate us from the
Americans?” :

What happened in the interim?

(Continued from sécond column)

the profiteers who run the GM corporation.

It may be objected by some that since
Attlee did not intervene, why should an
American Labor Government behave any
differently ? Wouldn’t it pursué the same
reactionary course as the British Labor
Party? Not necessarily. U. S. labor has
the opportunity to enforee its labor party
to adopt a much more militant program
than the British. And we think that it
would do precisely this, if only for the
reason that an Ameriean labor pﬁrty.
wotld be born in an epoch of sharp Sfrhg’:—
gle, whereas the British has had sevéral
decades to ossify. We believe that the so-
cial crisis of capitalism is such that the

v

labor party would take a radical path, in- =

deed. But R. J. Thomas is a little inipu--
dent. He has yet to come out for the prin-
ciple of a labor party.

The current struggle of American Iubor
for a living wdge shows how a cqp:tq!i_sj
administration can set back the laber
movenient. In order o win its struggle on
the economic front, labor must wage a
striggle on the political front. That is, it

i a1 must build an independent fabor party.
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TOMIC ENERGY for Barbarism or Socmllsm'-’

o ' PART VY
“Modem bourgeozs [capltallst—Ed] .soc:ety with its
relations of p1 ‘oduction, of exchange and of property, a so-
-ctety that has conjured up such gigantic means of produc-
~ tion and of exchange, is like the sorcerer who is no longer
able to control the powers of the nether world whom he
has called up by his spells.” Communist Manifesto, Karl

;.Mant and Friedrich Engels, 1848.

Socnahsm was a necessity long before the c1eat10n of the
: atomic bomb and the promise of a vast improvement in tech-
~ nology that is inherent in atomic energy. In the Atemic Age,
socialism is incalculably more necessary because. the only
" .alternative under capitalism is death or barbarism for the
entire population of our planet. o
 While capitalism has provided the trained workers and
_the technology, ie., the machines, plants and techniques
which are necessary for a socialist reorganization of society,
it long ago ceased to provide for the ssmp]e wants and needs
- of the plain people.

We want peace, instead of bloodshed and. destruction.

We want security and jobs, instead of insecurity and jobless-
ness. We want decent homes for our families and good and
plentiful schools for our children. We want comfort and
_ prosperity, instead of slums, chlld labor, low wages, unem-
ployment and starvation. We want democracy and freedom
instead of totalitarianism, bureaucracy and rac1a1 and re-
laglous conflict.

. But in our modern civilization, with its huge industries,
 intricate machines and abundarit natural resources, capital-
- ism is unable to provide us with these elementary wants. It is
unable to avoid periodic world wars. It is unable to give in-
.dependence and'freedom to the colonial ateas of the world,
but dooms them to serfdom and poverty.

Under this system of capitalism, or “free enterprise,” a
handful of monopolists control the wealth and power of the
country. They own industry, banking, mining, transporta-
tion. They own our jobs. They own the Congress and the
Prcsndent because they finance the big business parties which
put these men into office. They send our young men to war
to protect their vested interests. They have the power of life

& and death over all of us.

: THE INSANITY OF CAPITALISM

- The insanity of this system of monopoly capitalism is that
it creates inequality, poverty and unémployment and all the
" crises of society because it produces too much! Not, to be
sure, in relation to human needs, ‘but in relation to the mar-
ket. While the monopoly capitalists are united against the
workers and their political and economic organizations, they
:_i_rc' in conipetition against each other and against their capi-
-~ talist counterparts abroad. They all try to outproduce and
outsell each other on the market because the mainspring of
! t:apltahst production is profit, not human needs.

.Consequently, a clothing manufacturer, instead of taking

- a poll of the number of people who need clothes, produces
as much as he thinks he can sell at a profit. So does his rival.
The market becomes glutted, because there are more clothes

-

produced than the consumers can buy—not, of course, more

than they need. i ;

In addition, the producer takes his profit on his clothes
out of the hides .of his employees; the workers are not able
to buy back what they have produced in the clothing fac-
tories. This is one of the important aspects of the capitalist
crises of over-production. The clothing manufacturers also

" compete with each other. Their motives are not the needs

of the harassed housewife or the. str[lgghng worker but: how
much profit can we make? ‘
What happened in 1929 is the direct result of this capi-

talist method of production. The “free enterprise” system -

broke down. The “enterprisers” sat back and rested on their
accumulated profits since they were unable to make any

" more and the majority of the population was left “free” to

starve or:sell apples to each other.
Under Roosevelt's New Deal, the government stepped in
to bail out the capitalists who could not get industry going.

Industrialists were paid by the government. for not produc- -

ing. People were hungry while big-and littlg farmers were
paid to plow under wheat and corn, and to destroy steers,
hogs, - sheep, etc. People needed clothing while manufac-
turers, were paid.to destroy cotton and wool. Yet in January,

1939, there were still 12 rm'lllon unemployed workers in the .

Umted States.
INTERNATIONAL CAPITALISM AND WAR

In our present-day United States capitalism, monopoly in
finance, industry and agriculture controls economic life. The_

bigger, stronger and richer enterprises have swallowed up the
weaker and smaller. The monopolists decide on -production,
profits, prices and wages, just as they dominate the economy
of the country and decide the fate of tens of millions. While
this monopolization of economy reduces competition at
home,. it -intensifies competition on an international scale
where giant trusts and combines engage in fierce struggle
on the world market. Since all of the world is divided up
into national states with national batriers or colonial coun-
tries subject to their imperialist masters, the inevitable result
of this great competitive struggle among the nations is war.
It was this competition among nations which led to both
world wars with a couple dozen minor wars between them.
This fact alone indicts capltallsm as the great obstacle - 1o
human progress. X

After the second world war began, capitalism jJerformed
a “miracle.” Unemployment came to an end. Everybody was

put to work. Every factory was going full blast. The govern--

ment spent twenty billion dollars in four years to enlarge old

plants and build new ones. But all of this was done for homes

for the people to live in, decent clothes to wear, schools for
our children or medical facilities. It was done to produce

bullets, bombs, tanks, planes, battleships, artillery, and f_a!n_alt‘t)g_

the atomic bomb.

And what are the results of this war we were told was
fought for freedom from want, freedom from fear, fréedom
of speech and freedom of religion; for the Atlantic Charter
with its declaration of self-government for every country; for
the “One World"” ‘envisaged by Wendell Willkie, and for

the “Century of the Common Man” promised by Henry
Wallace?

There are 60 million military casualties, a figure equal to
the combined populations of Belgium, Bulgaria,” Czechoslo-
vakia, Denmark, Finland, The Netherlands, Greece, Nor-
way, Switzerland and Sweden!-There are ver $1,000,000,000,-
000 (yes, one trillion dollars) in war costs, that is, an expendi-
ture of resources, mackihe?y and human science used to maim,
kill, torture and de&_!roy-—whs'ch equals a $5,000 home for al-
most every family on the entire globe, including the multi-
million- populations of the Orient which have not yet in their
majority risen to the level of city slum-dwellers.

These bald figures do not take into account the cost of the
war in terms of the destruction of formerly existing wealth
and living standards which has taken place in Europe be-
‘cause these costs cannot be reckoned. You cannot chart the
physical and spiritual waste of Europeans living in latter-day
barbarism. They dwell in caves, dugouts or without shelter.
They starve or they plllage They are wracked by disease.
They have exchanged the concentration camp for the slave
labor camp. This is the end of World War II.

" TOWARD A COMPLETE CHAOS

All this was done without the atomic bomb, That is why
we say socialism was a necessity long before the development
of atomic energy., Now that we are in the Atomic Age, as
long as capitalism endures, the crises of capitalism will only
be -accentuated. There will be bigger and “better” weapons
of destriction.

During the decline of capitalism, with every new discovery
which improved the productive technique of capitalism and
made possible a saving of human labor and a refinement of
the product, the benefits have not been distributed to man-
kind. The more advanced become the tools of our society,
the more wealth becomes polarized at one end, and poverty

. at the other. We see the phenomenon of poverty in the midst
of plenty. It is a little more difficult for American workers to
understand this than workers in other countries, because we

live in the capitalist colossus of the world. But on a world

scale capitalism has reduced the standard of living and de-
creased the freedom of mankind. It has produced privation
and totalitarianism in most of the world. The industrial ap-
plication of atomic energy can only accelerate this world-
wide process of decline. It will continue to make the rich
richer, and the poor poorei*. It will continue to divert more
and more production into armaments production, to protect
the monopoly of wealth by the few.

How can we trust this system of capitalism whsch has pro-
duced two world wars in a single generation and which has
been unable to solve the simple problem of security for the
masses of the people, to develop atomic industrial power for
the benefit of mankind? It has been suggested that the for-

. mulae be turned over to the Dy Ponts in this country for-in-
“dustrial application.—To the Du Ponts, monopolisis who de-
termined: the corporation’s policy in the current General Mo-
itors’ strike, who have avowed they can’t aﬂord to pay 300,000
workers a living wage!
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But, then, say some, the United Nations Organization may
take over atomic power, since it is so destructive of even cap-

italist interests, and “outlaw” or “control” atomic energy.

The UNO, however, is composed merely of the governmental *
representatives of the capitalist nations, plus the equally

exploitive, although not capitalist, representatives of Russia;
The UNO is not even a democratic organization of the na-

tions represented. It is dominated by the Big Three—Eng-

land, the United States and Russia—who are themselves locked : ;

in-fierce struggle on who shall dominate the world. These

victor powers are now. engaged in the enslavement of the

defeated and small powers. Witness the British in Indonesia.
and Indo-China. (It is not merely the Czechs who had their

- Lidice at the hands of German conquerors.) Witness the

Russians in Iran aqd most of eastern Europe. Witness the

United States in Germany in concert with her allies, or the

way she blinks at the atrocities of her partners.
Capitalism produces more and more for destriiction. It
has not been able to use its vast technical and material -1 e-

~sources for constructive purposes. It is truly the sorcerer in

our quotation from Marx and Engels at the beginning of

 this section, unable to control the powers it has conjured up.

If Marx and Engels saw this in 1848, it is all the more true in
a period of the production of atomic energy. It is too much
for capitalism to handle. Socialism only becomes doubly
necessary as we observe how capitalism may destroy' the
whole of civilization in its efforts to control and utilize
atomic energy.

The way in which the Zl[Oll'llC pl‘OJeCt was developed gn«es
us a clue as to how socialism can organize atomic and all
other production for the benefit' of humanity. The govern:
ment furnished two billion dollars for its secret project. It
corralled scientists from all over the world. With this “in-
ternationalized”. science, - cooperative labor, unlimited re-

sources, and without the object of proﬁts as the central aim =

of the project, it produced the atomic bomb. This was done
through government planmng

Even prior to the bomb df;vélopment the government

stepped in ‘to organize production for war. It told business .
what to produce and how much. It furnished the orders. -~

It guaranteed the profits. It made the labor available. It af-
forded a priority system to make materials avarlableA War
production was government -planned.

The capitalist government did all of this planning for
bloody and violent war, for the taking of human lives, for

destruction. :

, If planning of production and full employment is possible
in war, why is it not possible in peace? THE

It is, but only by socialist planning. We have seen how the
capitalist government has already released its' wartime plans
and controls with the end of the war. We know it was un-
willing to organize and plan production to assure full em:
ployment during the depression.

The scientists recommended a world society as an alterna-
tive to world destruction by atomic weapons. In propositig
this, they recognized, although incompletely, the soclahst
solution to capitalist insecurity and barbarism. }

The Tasks Before the Shipbuﬂders’ Union Convention

 weré

: ‘For iome time now, Commu-
nist Party dissatisfaction with

the Shipbuilder’'s Union nation-

al leadership they helped elect,
_has been whispered about
among those in the know in the
. Industiial Union of Marine
- ' and Shipworkers of America,
CIO
*With the union’s annual con-
vention scheduled to opeh in
Atlantic City on January 7, the
cleavage was acknowledged openly
. when information about the Novem-
ber caucus at the Hotel McAlpin in
New York City leaked out.’

The caucus was organized by lead-
ers of the Communist Party's work
Withln the union. Their guns were
aimed chiefly at Vice-President Gro-
gan, National Organizational Direc-
tor Gallagher and Secretary Ross
Blood, Less openly, Communist lead-
ers said that “Green would go too,
unless he went along.”

While a majority of those attending
the caucus were not Communists,
some being fellow travelers and oth-

_ers just interested in learning what
Wwas up, there was little doubt as to
who organized the meeting.

Loy Kaplan, Stalinist whip at
last years' convention, was in the sad-
‘dle and Walter McManamon, Nat Le-

" winand- Mike Shapiro were other
- prominent IUMSWA figures active
_in the caucus leadership.

OP'IN ACTION
.:To' understand the lay of the land,
it is necessary to review briefly some
‘of the events at last year’s ship con-
vention. At that time, party-liners
like, Kaplan from.Local 16, Goodwin
.of Local 9, a group from Local 43
.+~ ahd a few others scatfered about,
* managed to organize a fairly smooth
working caucus that agreed on a

slate. which contained a minority of

actual CPers, but many whom the
«CP thought would be. pliable stooges.
.,-.On the question of program for the
uni B, both, CPers and non-CPers
in complete agreement. They
. werg for retention of the no-strike
‘pledge; for continued support to the
“War Labor Board, and opposed to the

formation of an Independent Labor
Party. A

The BStalinists, however, disting-
uished themselves by being more ve-
hement in their defense of this pro-
gram, and in the violence of their
attitude towards those who disagreed
with the program of appeasement.

All the more interesting therefore,
is the Communists’ attempt at this
time to blame the union’s weakened
position and ifs failure to organize
more than 240,000 of the mnation’s

war-time million and a quarter ship-
yard workers, on the national ad-
‘ministration.

Now, with dissatisfaction rampant

among those shipyard workers who

haven't been laid off yet, the Stalin-
ists are trying to escape responsibil.
ity for the destructive “do nothing”
program they: so ardently fought for.

They have gone so far in this at-
tempt as. to issue a four-page, un-
signed paper by the thousands, charg-
ing that the group in the National
Office is destroying the union. The
paper. was published in Baltimore
and mailed all over the country. Gen-
eral Executive Board ‘member, Me-
Manamon, a party-liner, is up on
charges over this.

One quotation from last year’s con-
vention transeript is enough to show
how these people acted. On page 86

*of the transcript, delegate Smorodm.

CP wheel horse at Local 1 says,
“I say that the no-strike pledge is a
better, a newer and a more powerful
weapon than our strike weapon ever
was ” -

And if you had the nerve to dis-
agree with Smorodin’s dishing out
of the CP line, h#ichet men like
Walter McManamon, GEB member

from Local 43, would run you out of

the Union.

Ih Baltimore’s big Bethlehem Yard,
McManamon and the Party boys were
riding high. In membership meetings
and in the Local 43 Yardbird, Mec-
Manamon attacked ' with: violence
every union member or steward who
dared call for isome form of opposi-
tion to the ‘union-busting policies of
the Bethlehem Corporation, “Agents
of Hitler; super-militants and Jap
{ools,” McManamon and his buddies
screamed.

And today they are saying “Look

how Local 43 was destroyed.” They

tell the truth for once. All hell was
knocked out of this one giant local;
but they shouldn’t be so bashful: They
can claim a major share of the crednt
for this job.

LINE IS 'CBANGING

Now the Party line is changing.
The interests of Russia call for mili-
tancy. And as usual, without regard
for the interests of the union or
the working class or without a by-
your-leave to their position of yes-
terday, they switch overnight. From
beggars to fighters and from fighters
to beggars if necessary or when the
“call” comes from the party bosses.

For honest union men,; especially
those who always recoghized the
need for fighting, progressive poli-
cies, it is important that they be thor-
oughly familiar with these things and
with the dishonest part played by the
Stalinists in the labor movement.

It is especially important, because
at certain periods the needs of Rus-
gia’s foreign policy resulting -from
sharpened Big Three relations may
lead to a union policy here which
could be militant in order to embar-
rass the Administration.

This might be such a time., Recog-
nizing the dissatisfaction within broad
gections of the union, and the rising

tide of progressivism, the CP is now-
trying to give leadership and direc- \

tion to this dgvelopment.
GENEROUS JOENNY- GREEN

But what about the national Ad-

ministration? ' What have they been
doing? There is no better way to -dig
into this than to quote from a
speech made by President Green at
the shipbuilding conference at Colo-
rado Springs: on December 4, 19465.
Said Green:

“The money saved for the U. S.
Government was estimated for the
year of 1942 alone by the Union as
follows: Voluntary acceptance of the
abolition of premium calendar days,
$70,000,000. -

“Acceptance of compromtse of the
change in basic datés due under the
cost of living formulas of the four
zone agreements, $135,000,000.

“Acceptance of less than the cost of
living wage adjustments, $400,000,000.

“Total $605,000,000.

“This sum represented what the
workers were deprived of in 1942, by
reason of the failure of the attempis
to stabilize the cost of living. By this
time it has amounted to well over a
billion and a balf dellars.”

That is an exact quotation as print-
ed in the December 10 Shlpyard'

The General Motors Strike in

(Continued from page 1)
packinghouse workers from winning

their just demands for thirty per cent .

increases.

Each speaker ‘except one carefully
avoided even hinting at labor taking
a ‘step! ini the direction of supple-
menting the economic struggle by
REAL political action—namely, the
creafion of an independent Labor

Party out of the PAC, fo be labor’s
own political arm. Brother Parks of
the Packinghouse Workers Union
suggested the formation of a third
party, unfortunately failing to state
what kind of party he warts. Yet the
mere mention of a break with the two

old-line parties brought down the

house in applause! In the past, labor
has had some sad experience with
certain third parties, primarily those
which not only failed to base them-
selves firmly on the union movement
but particularly because they lacked
a real program for labor’s indepen-
dence. -

Unfortunately, the commiltee on
arrangements for this conference was
completely controlled by unionists
following the Communist (Stalinist)
party line. This was shown further
by many speakers who directed their
fire against the Administration’s im-
perialist policies in Europe and Asia,
Yet all these same speakers who are
at pmsant making very militant
speeches are the same.men who all

Worker. Green goes on to admit that

he gave away this billion and a half

of shipyard workers' money, solely
on the basis of President Roosevelt's
promise that the cost of living would
be stabilized.

Green also tells in his speech that
the union had an escalator clause in
their contracts that would have guar-
anteed wage increases if ,the cost
of living went up but he voluntar-
ily cancelled them out in return for

- a promise that was not kept.

BEGGING FOR CRUMBS

Even simple intelligence would. in-
dicate that retention of the escalator
clause was the best guarantee pos-
sible against a cost of living rise. If
the President succeeded in stabiliz-
ing prices, then the escalator clause
wouldn’t operate. But Green and his
co-officers threw this out the window.

Now in pleading for a wage in-
crease,
against simple intelligence. He hopes
to win sympathy from both industry
and Government officials, who, having
profited so handsomely, might give
shipyard workers a small increase
as a token of appreciation.

But at last 'reports, even this
crumb might be denied the ship-
yard workers. The Shipyard Worker,

Chicago - -

dyring the war spoke for the Admin-
istration’é' anti-labor no-strike pledge
pollcy at home and imperialist war
policy abroad.

‘LABOR ACTION was distributed
and very well received, many work-
ers also buying copies of the latest
Workers Party pamphlet, Security
and a Living Wage. On seeing the
fine reception LABOR ACTION re-
ceived, the Stalinist ringleaders of
the conference organized a squad
which went around demanding . of
workers that they turn over LABOR
ACTION to them without having read
it. But in very few cases did they
succeed in browbeating these union--

Green admits- these crimes-

the union’s national organ, ran glar-
ing headlines telling the world that
they would be the first union to get an
across-the-boards wage increase. They
were certain that after all they gave
voluntarily to industry that the big
boys wouldn't let them down. They
had planned to come into the con-
vention with their crumbs and by
making a lot of noise,
crumbs look like half a loaf.

But alas, those cruel shipyard own-
ers have gange up. They have left
them high and dry. They might give
the crumb, but they are makmg them
sweat for it.

What a shameful position for a once

.powerful union. Beggars at the boss-
es’ table. That is John Green and"

his administration today. Green, the
militant left wing Socialist who led
a fighting bunch of New York Ship-
yard workers to victory over power-
ful industrial forces is today but a
shell of that man, both physically
and spiritually.

Today, with layoffs drastically re-
ducing the membership from its peak
of 240,000, the weak, appeasing pol-
icies, the incompetent leadership and
its reliance on promises have placed
the union in an extremely bad posi-
tion to do any fighting for its needs
and rights.

MILITANT PROGRAM NEEDED

Ship employers now threaten that
work will be shifted to any one of a
number of non-union yards, if the
boys don't like what they are given.
And the threat carries weight be-
cause National Organizational Di-
rector Gallagher did about the worst
job of organizing in the CIO. 240,000
out of over a million and a quarter
shipyard - workers A pretty bad
record! ;

But even great ability or genius
couldn't have gotfen anywhere with
the program the administration called
its own. Shipyard workers have to
cut loose from all the appeasement
and favor-seeking from politicians.
They have 'to return to the fighting
ways of the pre-war period.

To do this, a vigorous, militant pro-
gram must be adopted.”A real cam-
paign to organize the unorganized
must be put into motion. The union

5

make the .

.turned from -the army,

should lead a fight for organization
of a Labor Party. In a union whose
ledders placed so much faith in the
promises of Democratic Party politi-
cians, one only has to look at the
record, to see how fake were these
promises. Yes, especially shipyard
workers should know the need for
their own political party. The union
must also end its ties with the Gov-
ernment agencies.

" Finally, the Union must return to

the words of its preamble, “Rights

are not- won without struggle.” It
must stand on its own strength. And it
must try and select ledders who can
stand up on their own two legs—some
have been stooping so long they may
never be able to straighten up again
—and ‘fight for a progressive, hard-
hitting program.

In this fight, progressives must be
very careful. Their growing strength
will make them subject to all kinds '
of overtures. The CP has already in-
dicated support for a Labor Party and
opposition to reliance on the Gov-
ernment ageneies They hope iha.t'
this may lead to. more than just pro- ;

grammatic agreement between them h
and the progressive support they need %
so badly.

" Indications .are that Green will
run with Grogan, Blood and Galla-
gher, The latter is elected by the
GEB. y

Opponents. to this group will come
(unless nose-counting shows too lit-
tle strength) from among Andy Reédm >
er, President of Local 1; Bill Ramsey,
‘President of Local 2; Mike Shapmo,
a regional director; Miatico of Lo-
cal 1 and a Local 16 man. Reeder a.'nd
Ramsey are not Communists and
Reeder has spoken out several tlmes'_
in favor of a Labor Party. ;

McManamon. will of course be part
of this group. The role of Philip Van :
Gelder, Secretary-Treasurer now re-
isn't * too
clear. Van Gelder was generally clas-
sified as a “fellow traveller” in the
past. What his views are today will
be demonstrated by his activities at
the. conventmn. ;
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