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ONE CENT

AGAINST.

AFL and the CIO.

ment?

Next Week in Labor Action

The re-entry of the United Mine Workers of America
into the American Federation of Labor is un event of con-
siderable importance to the labor movement. This action by
the UMW, under John L. Lewis, raises a
number of questions relating to the future
labor unity and the relations between the

What effect, for example, will Lewis' ac-
tion have on future inter-union affairs? Will
it lead to a raid on the CIO by the AFL?
tsWill it further the cause of industrial union-

ism? Will it aid labor unity and strengthen the labor move- "

These questions, as well as others, will be discus;ed in
the next issue of LABOR ACTION. Be sure to get your copy!

Hold On!

Ask Nuremberg Court
To Bare Facts on
Frameup of Trotsky

Communist - the Nuremberg trial, upon which the
Party, the British section of the cream of the Old Bolsheviks were

The Revolutionary

WAGE
lRtREM E

Fourth Intematlonaf recently raised
the demand %hat an elemental func-
tion of the -trials now being con-
ducted at Nuremberg should be to
investigate the charges levelled
against Trotsky and others during
the infamous-Moscow::Trials of 1936-
37 (that he worked in league with
German fascism to plan intervention
in Russia and that the charges either
be proved true or that they be con-
firmed a frame-up, as world public
opinion now believes.

Among those to whom this demand
was addressed were Clement Attlee,
the British Prime Minister; Sir Hart-
ley Shawcross, British Attorney-
General; W. Rust, editor of the
British Daily Worker, and to the
Russian prosecutor at the Nuremberg
trial,

LETTERS DEMAND EVIDENCE

The letter to Shawcross points out
that the “Verbatim Report of Court
Proceedings in the Case of the Anti-
Soviet ‘Bloec of Rights and Trotsky-
ites’ ” stated the following: “However,
the materials in the possession of
the investigating authorities in the
present case establish that the con-
nections between enemy of the peo-
ple TROTSKY and the German po-
litical police and the intelligence
services of other countries were es-
tablished at a much earlier date. The
investigation has definitely estab-
lished that TROTSKY has been con-
nected with the German intelligence
service since 1921, and with the Brit-
ish intelligence service since 1926.”

The leiter to the Russian prosecu-
tor at Nuremberg stated, among
other things: “We challenge you to
produce the so-called ‘evidence’ at

shot and done to death. Here is an
opportunity to prove to the skeptics
of the Moscow Trials the truth of
the Russian government’'s allegations
that Trotsky collaborated and acted
as an agent of the Nazis and the
British against the .Soviet Union.

“The failure to produce such evi-
dence at the Nuremberg trial will es-
tablish that the Stalinist government
was guilty of a monsirous frame-up
against the Old Bolsheviks and Leon
Trotsky.”

The letter to Attlee follows:

23rd December 1945.

Mr. C. Attlee,
Prime Minister,
10 Downing Street,
Westminster, London.
Dear Sir:

In 1936-37 a series of trials took
place in Russia in which it was al-
leged by the prosecution that Old

(Continued on page 4)

Labor Needs OWN Pary'to Win

By HENRY NEWMAN
Compare the quotes from Murray
and Hillman alongside this article.
Had the Administration perhaps
sharply reversed its basic policy be-

tween December and January? Was .

there some justification in the De-
cember events for Hillman's erthu-
siastic endorsement of the Adminis-
tration which, in Murray’s words, had
been proposing legislation “to weak-
en and ultimately destroy labor union
organizations”?
(Continued on page 4)

Said Philip Murray on Deaember 4, 1945:

The Federal Administration is embarked upon
a policy of continued appeasement of American
industry in the face of industry’s contemptuous
attitude toward the American people and the gov-
ernment itself. The CIO is opposed to the basic
policies thus pursued by the Administration....

For this reason, the CIO shall mobilizé its en-
tire membership and the American people to de-
feat this specific measure and all similar ‘attempts
directed against labor....

thy economy.

Said Sidney Hillman on January 21, 1946;

On behalf of the CIO Political Action Commit-
tee, I wish to express our deep appreciation of the
firm stand you have taken in favor of wage in-
creases to protect American workers against a
drastic decline in living standards arid to maintain
the national purchasing power essential to a heal-

Be assured that you have our fullest support
in the stand you have taken as well ds that of the
great majority of the American people.

COMPANY SECURITY,
PRICE RISE, WAGE FIXING!

By DAVID COOLIDGE

While the CIO bureaucracy, led by Philip Murray, organizes
mass refreats for the million CIO workers now on strike, the
capitalist ruling class employers continue and intensify their
drive against the working class and organized labor.

"Steel Parleys Go on in Secret in Washington," the capitalist

press reports. What are these "

secret” steel discussions? They

are conversations between Fairless of U. S. Steel and the federal
government over granting an increase in the price of steel of
from $4.00 to $6.25 a ton before the steel companies accept the
"demand” of Truman that the steel workers be given an increase

U.S. Gov’t
Takes Over
Meat Plants

By PAUL NEWMAN

CHICAGO, Jan. 28—Carrying out its
threat, the government “seized” the
meat packing industry at 12:01 a.m.
January 26. Twelve hours later the
leadership of the United Packing-
house Workers Union issued a state-
ment urging its 200,000 members to
return to work the following Mon-
day. In Chicago, after sugary speech-
es of assurance from their leadership
that “the strike has not ended,” and
is not lost, representatives of 100 lo-
cals in the nation voted unanimously
to accept the decision of the strike
strategy committee to return to work.

Contrary to the statement of Her--

bert March, district director of the
UPWA and Communist Party stooge,
in which he said: "By golly, we beat
the packers,” the packinghouse
workers have suffered a setback in
their struggle for higher wages. Un-
der the provisions of the govern-
ment “seizure,” the workers return to
work under the very same condi-
tions that existed before the strike.
In the meantime, while the workers
are busy turning out meat at the
same miserable hourly rate, a gov-
ernment “fact-finding” board will be
going through “valuable data” to
discover just how much of a wage
increase the packinghouse workers
should get. And, according to Lewis
J. Clark, president of the UPWA, it
is on assurance from the government
that the “fact-finding” board will
recommend a “substantial” wage in-
crease that he urged the strikers to
return to work.-

FACTS ARE KNOWN

But the “facts” in the packing-
house strike are already well known.
Clark himself has stated them before.
The union knows them, the company
knows them and the GOVERNMENT
knows them. -

The facts are that the packinghouse
workers are among the lowest paid
in big industry. The starting rate is
7 cents an hour. Two-thirds of the
workers receive less than 87 cents
an hour, and half less than 70 cents.
The packinghouse workers have re-
ceived no increases except “fringe”
increases all during the war. A 25

(Continued on page 2)

Workers Party Branches Back Sub Drive \

By Reva Craine, Press Manager

The organizer of the Reading Branch of the Workers
Party informs us:

The mail bag this week brought us many encourag-
ing signs that LABOR ACTION’s drive for 5,000 new
subscriptions will go over the top.. Workers Party
Branches are getting behind the drive as final prepara-
tions for the drive are being made before the starting
gun goes .off. Individual readers of LABOR ACTION
have been requesting subscription booklets so that they
may join in the great drive to expand the circulation
of the fightingest labor paper in the country.

The San Pedro Branch of the Workers Party writes:

» “For the LABOR ACTION sub drive we want to

. raisé the bundle order to 4,000 a week for the next pe-

riod—starting immediately. The branch accepted a quota
of 250 subs. We plan fo cover one of the big housing
projects here (without distributing. sample copies first
because most of the tenants have gofien the paper at
the yards.) Also, we're .concentrating on a couple of
shipyards, the longshoremen and a couple of steel plants.
And, finally, contacting will be directed toward sub-
getting and renewals, '

“We want 2,000 extra papers next week, as we are

planning a distribution to the longshoremen when they -

go on a day's work stoppage.”

“We accept our quota of 75. I am confident that we
can get more than this.”

The LABOR ACTION staff is more than confident
that Reading will go over its quota, judging by the ac-
tivities of that branch. In recent weeks, the Reg.ding
Branch has been distributing close to 1,500 papers to
striking steel workers who are receiving the paper most
enthusiastieally.

The Louisville Branch has accepted a quota of 50
subscriptions, and increased its bundle order considere

‘ably. The Cleveland Branch has also increased its bundle

order.

A reader and supporter of the paper out in Minnesota
has entered the ranks of LABOR ACTION Boosters‘by
volunteering to participate in the subscription drive.
We have had similar requests from others,

WS of Qﬁeens, New York, sends in a sub with the en-
closed note: “Kindly send me a year’s subscription to
LABOR ACTION. Keep up the good work. Yours is the
best paper of its kind.” :

How about joining the LABOR ACTION Boosters,
W.S.?

J. R. of Merchantville, N. J., has already made a start
by writing:

“I am enclosing a money order for one dollar and
twerty cents for two six months’ subscription to LABOR
ACTION. Two of my fellow workers decided to subscribe
after reading some of my papers., When the LABOR
ACTION came this week I noticed the price had risen
to a dollar, but I had already collected the money so am
sending it on to you. If you can't send them the paper

for sixty cents for six months, please return this money .

order to me. The new subscriptions are . . .”

The notice you saw in LABOR ACTION referred to
a special offer of 4 six month subscriptions for $1.00. Qur
price has not been raised. On the contrary, for the dura-
tion of the subscripiion drive we are offering the special
rate of 25 cents for a six month sub. We have. placed your

two subscriptions as yearly subs and your friends are al- °

ready receiving LABOR ACTION. Thanks,

We're all set to go now. Some branches have already
begun sending in subs. The first results of the drive will
be reported in next week's LABOR ACTION together
with the full list of branch and individual quotas,
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Enclosed is.

Four Six-Month Subs for $1.00

O I want to subscribe to LABOR ACTION,

for a month sub-

scription.

NAME

O I want fo be a LABOR ACTION Booster,
Please send me the subseription booklet,

ADDRESS

CITY

L

ZONE STATE
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of 182 cents an hour.

The steel manufacturers and
their government negotiate be-
hind closed doors and in secret
while the steel workers wait
and while, according to the
press, "Mr. Murray himself...
was silent.”

Murray is silent. The 700,000 steel
workers wait. But the steel compa-
nies do not wait. They fight for the

increase in the price of steel so that

they can be assured that even the
slightest increase in wages will not
disturb the profits, the dividends and
the interest payments to bondholders.

The capitalist employers are not
only conspiring with the executive
branch of their government in Wash-
ington, but also with the legislative
brancn against labor. They have
caused dozens of anti-labor bills to
be introduced into THEIR House of
Representatives and into  THEIR
Senate. Every one of thesd dozens
of anti-labor bills is aimed at plags
ing the trade unions in shackles:
Truman is the sponsor of one of
these bills, which calls for the es-
tablishment -of “fact-finding!:. com~
mittees to have authority similar to
the authority of the old WLB.

IT'S AN OLD PATTERN ;

The capitalist employers, with the
assistance of THEIR CONGRESS-
MEN and their President at Wash-
ington have constructed what ‘is
called a new -pattern for the “con-
trol” of strikes. But this “new” pat-
iern is cut from .the same cloth and
with the same aims as the old pat-
tern used during the war. The new
procedure is the Truman “fact-find=
ing” committees, which are in fsct
wage-fixing committees.

It was this so-called fact-ﬁmlln;
procedure which determined the
Chrysler and Ford “settlements.”
These settlements had no relation-
ship whatsoever to the original de-

" .mands made by the unions. The seét-

tlements were not negotiated in any
genuine collective bargaining be-
tween the unions and the capitalist

(Continued on page 3)

IAM Lodge
Rejects 15%
Wage Raise

SAN FRANCISCO, Jan. 28 = The
membership of San Francisco Lodge
68, International Association of Ma-
chinists unanimously rejected the,
proposals ef two employer groups at
2 mass meeting. The employer
groups, the Bay Cities Metal Trades
Association and the SF Employees
Association had offered a 15% wage
increase.

The proposals, made to the uptown
shops only, did not include the water
front plants and shipyards, Lodge 68,
IAM, has been conducting a three-
month joint strike with the Steel-
workers Local 1304, CIO. The coop-
eration of the two unions has been
an inspiring example of labor soll-
darity.

District 115, TAM, with jurisdiec-
tion in the East Bay, signed an agree-
ment with the Employers’ Group
without consulting its member locals
on the basis of the proposed 15%
wage increase. Both Lodge 68, IAM,
and Local 1304, CIO, have protested
the signing of the agreement. and
they are continuing to fight for a
30% wage increase,

The agreement signed by District
115 also provided for 2 two year mo-
strike pledge. Despite the length of
the strike, the morale of the strikers
is very high, and they are determined
to win a 30% wage increase,

A RS i i e SR R sl W G T RN e BT IS




|
|
i
|
|
I

. for the corporations.
General Motors charge that gov- |,

i 4

" February. 4, 1946

NEWS AND VIEWS FROM THE LABOR FRONT

LABOR ACTION

Ranks Kept in Dark on Ford Contract

By BEN HALL

DETROIT, Jan. 26—In secret sessions
and without the presence or knowl-
edge of the elected National Ford
Negotiating Committee, Dick Léon-
ard, director of the Ford Department
of the UAW, today signed an agree-
ment with the Ford Motor Co. pro-
viding for a wage increase of eighteen
cents an hour, or fifteen per cent.
The full text of the contract which
still must be ratified by the top UAW
officers, has not been made public
and the fate of the notorious “com-
pany security” provisions, which
would fine so-called wild-cat strik-
ers, is. in doubt. According to one
member of the National Ford Nego-
tiating Commitiee, the union repre-

sentatives dropped the original idea
of fining strikers after a wave of
protests had greeted this proposal.
In its place they substituted a bonus
plan for non-strikers similar to the
plan incorporated into the Kaiser-
Frazer contract. But since the mem-
bers of this Negotiating Committee
have been left out of the final nego-
tiations one can only guess at what
dish the secret sessions cooked up.
This agreement, negotiated by a
three-man commitiee consisting of
Leonard, Joseph McCusker, president

of Ford Local 600, and Nelson Samp,

secretary of the National Negotiating
Committee, is a new blow at the fight-
ing General Motors strikers. What
the latter have been fighting . for

Steel Strike Notes
From Chicago Area

CHICAGO — Foremen at.the Joliet
Works of U. S. Steel have walked out
in protest against corporation de-
mands that they do the plant mainte-
nance work. Their F.A.A. Union de-
mands support of the CIO strikers,
by refusing non-supervisory work.
The Steel Corporation forced fore-
men from the Gary Works through
the Joliet picket lines with the assist-
ance of state police. Company guards
- protested these tactics and the Gary
foremen also refused to do the main-
tenance work,

Inland Steel Co. at Indiana Harbor
imported 8 Mexicans from Texas fo

scab at their strike bound plants.

" . Unionists at Indiana Harbor discussed

the situation with the Mexicans who
did not know they were going into
a struck plant. They refused to work
and the Company was compelled to
pay their return fare to Texas. Indus-
trialists may learn that the Mexicans
have gained much experience in the
past. The Mexicans now living in this
area realize how they were utilized
by the bosses against their own inter-
est as workers, and will have nothing
: .

¥
to do with a repeat performance.

The Mayor of gary declares that
the much publicized threat of gas,
light and water shortages in the city
of Gary, due to the steel strike, is
plain steel corporation propaganda.

[ ]

Before the original strike dafe of
January 14 the steel corporation had
agreed to maintenance of their plants
by union employees. Shortly before
the strike on January 21 the compa-
nies asked for a mixed maintenance
crew, union and non-union workers.
The CIO refused this request and no
non-supervisory workers were al-'
lowed to enter the plants. Now the
steel corporation issues statements
of plant damage due to the walkout
in spite of the fact that the steel union
is prepared at any {ime to maintain
the plants with union men.

Pickets at South Works of U. S.
Steel are enjoying the awkward po-
sition that U. S. Steel Corporation
finds itself in as so many of the steel
fabricators and producers prepare to
desert the leadership of Big Steel and
make their own settlements.’

during two months on the picket

lines is being stolen from them in
the conference halls. :
Theft No. One: While the GM
workers were fighting for their in-
crease, Leonard tried te buy an in-
crease from Ford at their expense.

He proposed his “company security”

plan, which would put the most
militant elements in the shops at the
mercy of the employers. This plan
was endorsed by all top UAW offi-
cials. - -

Theft No. Two: The union officials
have agreed to a new Little Steel
formula and withdrew their demand
for a thirty per cent wage increase
under the pressure of the Truman
auto fact-finding board, which rec-
ommended an increase of 19% cents
per hour. This was accepted by the
union as a final “compromise” set-
{lement.

Theft No. Three: The top UAW
officials agreed to the reinstatement
of a form of incentive pay in the in-
dustry in their contract with the
Kaiser-Frazer Co. Of this plan, Kai-
ser himself said: “It is an incentive
plan that makes every worker feel
that his earnings are dependent on
himself.”

Theft No. Four: While the GM
strikers announce their plans to in=
tensify their battle by stopping all
GM tool and die work, the Chrysler
and Ford negotiators, who"have not
led their men in a single day of real
fighting, have now cut their demands
BELOW THE PROPOSALS o TI-I‘E
TRUMAN BOARD.

At the very moment when Leonard
and his two assistants were signing
the new contract, a meeting of Ford
Local 400, at Highland - Park, ‘was
taking place. The session was’ inter-
rupted by one local member, who
excitedly waved a copy of ah early
edition of the Detoit News witH the
headline: “Ford, UAW Sign 18 Cents
an Hour Increase.”

Carl Bolton, the local’s representa-
tive of the National Ford Negotiat-
ing Committee, fook the floor- and
heatedly denied that the headline
was true. “There were no negotia-
tions scheduled for today,” sdid he,
“therefore no agreement could have

been signed. The headline is false. It
is a feeler put out by the company to
see if it can get us to settle for that
low ﬁgure It is an attempt to under-
mine our morale.”

But Bolton was mistaken. Details
of the secret sessions appeared later
in the day. They had been called at
Leonard’s request in an attempt by
him to gain “prestige” as the first
UAW representative to win a signed
contract with one of the Big Three.
And he won the race by only a few
hours. However, it cost the Ford
workers an additional 1 cent per
hour. Shortly after the Ford comtract
was ‘signed for 18 cents an ‘hour in-
crease, the Chrysler Co. signed up
for an 18% cent increase.

Jersey Steel
Strike Solid

By SAUL BERG

NEW JERSEY —The striking steel
workers “in ' fifteen plants scattered
through Northern' New' Jersey are
holding’ fifm in the second’ week of
their “strike struggle. Troy ~Jones,
treasurer of Lodge 2044, United Steel-
workers of America, CIO, made ap’ of
strikers in the Sacks Barlow ‘Foun-
dry,” in anh interview with LAB{)R
ACTIOV’& reporter expressed “his
conﬂdence in tHe ability 'of the work-
ers to hold “out”uniil their just: de—
mands are met:

In spite of the extremely low mini-
mum of 70 cents an hour for laborers
now prevailing in the plant, the
highest offer thus far from the com-
pany has been. a 10-cent an hour in-
crease. The majority of the skilled
workers in the plant are molders
working on an incentive system, but
their demand is also for a time raise
to be superimposed on the piece rate.

Brother Jomes remarked on the
contrast  between the present struggle
carried on by 700,000 strikers in ab=
solute solidarity, backed by the strong
CIO movement generally, with the
situation in 1919 when the steel strike
was much weaker, ‘and not accom-
pamcd by other w1despread strxkes

By WILLIAM GARFIELD

LACKAWANNA, N. Y.— Makeshift
wood and cardboard shanties were
thrown up and the tin barrel coke
fires were built higher as the strike
of 11,000 Bethlehem Steel workers
in this city entered its second week
reinforced by the nationwide strike
action of the United Steel Workers
of America, CIO.

All along the three-mile planl.
front, small but determined groups
of workers stand guard over each
plant gate. Other workers, usually
in pairs, patrol the long stretches of
fence between the fifieen' or so en-
trance gates, to forestall any fence-
hopping by foremen or company
men. Motorboats filled with grim
steel workers patrol ‘the ice-clogged
Lake Erie approaches to the great
steel plant to block any amphib:ons
scab operations.

Union patrel cars cover all the
land approaches to Bethlehem, while
other cars bring hot soup, coffee and
doughnuts, liaison and encourage-
ment to the little groups of sentries.
A union-manned sound truck special-
izes in instruction, information and
morale, In strike headquarters work-
ers and their wives and sweethearts
work hard preparing and dispaich-
ing food, reinforcements and infor-
mation to the men in the lines. The
stl‘ike is solid!

NEGRO WHITE SOLIDARITY

“This solldarlty is reflected not only
jn the precautions the union is tak-
ing against a repetition of 1919, but
in ‘the mood and spirit of the men
themselves. Twenty-seven years ago
the company imported thousands of
Neégro workers from the deep South
to’ act as strike-breakers. Today, as
if' to- pay back the twofold company
crime of treachery and super-exploi-
tation toward their race, many of
these same Negro workers and their
sond -are the most active, enthusiastic
and disciplined militants in the
strike. Thus the unity of Negro and
white workers is simply achieved in
the realization of common problems
and the mecessity of common action.

There is more than hard fecessity

Negro--White Solidarity
In Bethlehem Steel Strike

that keeps these men in the lines
day after day, night after mnight, in
the bitterest of weather. Listen to
one of them gripe, this” tlme dgainst
the strike leaders.

"What the hell,” he says, “I been
here" sixteen hours straight, freezin’
myself blue and these so arnd so’s
sittin’ up there in the office don't
even send no relief. A hell of a lot
they care if we :Ereeze 1o death ?
ete,, etc.

Somebody pipes up to answer him.

“Why “don’t you g6 home to your
family already, Shorty? There rare
plenty of guys the office can ‘send
down here if you'd only: tell them:
you wanted to leave. Hell, you're
only scheduled for four hours a day.
Why don’t you knock off and let
someone else take your place?”

Shorty doesn’t reply for a -moment.

Shachtman
Meet Opens
Newark Hall

NEWARK, N. J.—An attentive audi-
énce of 75 heard Max 'Shachiman
speak on “Labor at the Crossroads,”
at the opening of the new LABOR
ACTION HALL in Newark. The
meeting, held under the auspices of
the recently organized Newark
branch of the Workers Parly, was
spirited and enthusiastic. The hall
represenis probably the finest head-
quarters any W.P. branch has yet
obtained. The main hall seats 150
comfortably, and three sizeable side
rooms represent ample facilities for
small meetings of all kinds.

During the question-discussion pe-
riod, strikers participated from the
floor, giving examples from their own
experience of the treatment afforded
workers under the present economic
system. The meeting: was followed by
refreshments and dancing. The chair-
man announced ‘ that similar Satur-
day night forum-socials will be ‘held
monthly.

Readers

Auto Worker Raps
Competitive System

Editor:

On Sunday, December 30, 1945,
while looking through one of the
Detroit newspapers, I came across a
full page paid advertisement sub-
mitted by General Motors titled,
“Here Is the Issue.” There was one
particular paragraph that made my
blood boil to quite a high degree,
so I just had to write down what I
thought so that my boiling blood
would come back -to normal.

I hereby quote the paragraph which
was typical of capitalistic progagan-
da. “Is American business in the fu-
ture, as in the past, to be conducted
as a competitive system? Or is the
determination of the essential eco-
nomic factors, such as costs, prices,
profits, ete.,, upon which business suc-
cess and progress depend to be made
politically by some governmental
agency instead of by the manage-

- ment appointed by the owners of the
‘business for that purpose?”

Now I would like to discuss the

past and the future of the competi-
tive system in a few lines. Why does
General Motors. bring up the issue
of the competitive system? What has
that to do with the 30% wage de-
mand the General Motors’ workers
are asking for? Is this competitive
system between General Motors
+Corp. and General Motors workers?
I thought competition was between
one corporation and another. (When
the chips are down, the real com-
petition is between capitalism and
labor.—Ed.)

All this competitive system is
about is this: If General Motors has
to give in to the 30% wage demand
under pressure from the workers
and the union, they claim it will
threaten the competitive system be-
cause a 30% wage grant would mean
that much less profit for General
Motors.’

Let's take another part from this
'paragraph. “Who does the business

{ success and progress depend on—
* governmental agency or manage-
. ment?"
' Whose business success and prog-
ress are they (G.M) talking about?

- Their own inlerests or the general

. public’s interest? Let me answer it
this way. First this so-called gov-
ernment agency represents the cap-
italistic class by guarantees of prof-
its and through huge tax rebates

So how can

ernment will interfere in the com-
petitive system? Government will do
the exact opposite at the expense
of the worker. This is just some-

thing on General Motor’s part to
win over public opinion on their
side. Then I ask: for whose prog-
ress? General Motors is no more
interested in the progress of man-
kind than Father Time is in turn-
ing back time. All that counts with
General Motors is profits and new
ways .to make profits. If they
weren't interested in making great-
er profits, they wouldn’'t refuse the
30% wage increase. Profits is: the
basis on which capitalists exist and
that is why they must refuse.
General Motors workers, Yyou
must decide either for the better-
ment of your living standards or for
the corporation’s profits. Which shall
it be?
—JERRY O'MALLEY
Auto Worker

Discusses Bridges'
Unity Proposal

Editor:

In a special stop-work meeting,
7,000 San Francisco longshoremen on
January 12 enthusiastically endorsed
a report of ILWU President Harry
Bridges outlining plans for the crea-
tion of one big union of maritime and
harbor workers. Bridges’ proposal is
to be presented to a conference of
various maritime unions to be held
in Washington, D. C., on February 4.
It was proposed as the absolutely
necessary basis of achieving basic
longshore demands: a six-hour day,
thirty-hour week, no overtime and
$1.75 per hour.

Such a program of uniling craft
unions into one big industry - wide
union is undoubtedly a progressive
one. It was so accepted by the long-
shoremen. Buf something more is
needed beyond the formal proposal
of amalgamation. This “something
more” is the real content of the pro-
posals, the intent and the desires of
the proponents of the plan. What is
needed is a genuine rank and file ap-
proach to the problem, a worker-to-
worker approach beiween the dif-
ferent crafts, not the continued man-

euvering of bureaucratic officials hid-"

ing behind phrases about “rank and
file” and “unity.”

This content can be determined by
looking at the details of the plan so
far, and Bridges' speech about it; and
by looking at the record in action of
the Bridges leadership of the ILWU.
The plan proposes amalgamation of
the following unions: National Mari-
time Union, Marine Cooks & Stew-
ards, Marine Firemen, Marine Engi-
neers, Radio Operators and the In-
land Boatmen, with the West Coast
longshoremen doing the proposing.
From this list of maritime unions

ihere are certain glaring omissions.
Beside the waterfront teamsters, the
most important are the Sailors Union,
the Master, Mates & Pilots and the
East Coast longshoremen. These are
the unions which do not at present
cooperate with the ILWU. |

What is aimed at in the CONTENT

of the plan is shown in other parts,

of Bridges' report. The unions omit-
ted from the list were by no means
rieglected in the report. The Sailors
Union and its secretary, Harry Lun-
deberg, came in for frequent men-
tion, being referred to as scabs.
Bridges flatly stated that Lundeberg
was just looking for an opportunity
to scab on the longshoremen, not
only by manning the ships behind a
lnngshore picket line, but also by
putting men on the docks to work.
The longshoremen and sailors have
found themselves in policy conflicts
over a long period of years, but
does any longshoreman actually think
that Lundeberg or the membership
of the Sailors Union would really en-
gage in trying to break a strike of
longshoremen fighting to win better
conditions for themselves? That is
the rankest kind of nonsense and
worse.

" When Bridges talks about wunity,
he is not talking about genuine unity

* of all the workers in the maritime in-

dustry. His “unity” means supremacy
of the Bridges-Curran Stalinist lead-
ership, and the destruction of all op-
position. It also means bitter and
perhaps bloody inter-union fights.

For years the West Coast water-
front has been the scene of conflict-
ing policies and of struggles between
Bridges and Lundeberg, and between
the unions they lead, the Longshore-
men and the Sailors. In the course of
these conflicts a great gap has opened
between these groups of maritime
workers, whose close cooperation in
1934 made that victory and the foun-
dation of both unions possible. Now
it is true that Lundeberg has made
some mistakes and ‘has pulled some
inexcusable things, as for example,
his testifying for the government in
the Bridges deportation case. But it
is a scandalous lie {o say that Lunde-
berg or the Sailors Union are scabs
and every waterfront worker knows
that. Furthermore, it is a fact that
Lundeberg and the Sailors Union
have fought almost single-mindedly
for the interests of the sailors. And
this is a great deal more than can
be said for the Bridges-Curran lead-
ership in the maritime unions.

The policies followed by Bridges
and Curran and their cliques in the
various CIO maritime unions have
never ‘depended basically upon the
interests of the workers in the mari-
time indusiry or the workers in the

United States, or the workers any-
where. Instead they have been based
fundamentally upon the intérests of
the rulers of Russia, as transmitted
tlirough the Commtmist Party: Com-
pare the way: Bridges talked in 1934
when ‘Russia followed a left policy—
against’ the I._.engue of Nations, etc.,
with the ‘way he talked in ’37, say,
when Russia was all-out for collec-
tive security. Or compare Bridges in
’39 after ilie war started, through 40
and ’41 up to Hitler’s attack on Rus-
sia, with- Bndges following that at-
tack. Compare Bridges’ policy in the
North American Aviation strike with
his no-strike policy in the years that
followed. And make the same com-
parisons for Curran, for Walter Stack,
for Mervyn Rathbone, and' all the rest
of them.

All this discussion of what is the
basis for the policies adopted by
Bridges, Curran and their cliques in
the Firemen's Union, the Cooks &
Stewards, the Radio Operators, etc,
is necessary, because workers must
learn to look behind the form of
their proposals ‘for the real content
and meaning of them. That doesn’t
mean that their policies are always
wrong. Sometimes they make a very
‘good proposal, such- as this one for
amalgamation of the maritime crafts.
But it does mean that it is likely to
be made for very bad reasons, that
the proposal is likely to have a very
bad actual content.

Amalgamation of the craft unions
in the maritime industry into one
big union for the industry would be
a’ 1remendo1.t51y ‘progressive step. It
would strengthen the working class
as a whole, and particularly the mar-
itime workers in their struggle for
decent conditions for living and
working. But it must be a genuine
amalgamation, or at least & genuine
move for unity. It must not be a sub-
terfuge hiding another attempt to de-
stroy the Sailors' Union,

—ROBERTSON,
San Francisco, Calif,

Explains Argentine
Article Sentence

Dear Editors:

Saul Berg's disapproval of my use
of the sentence “At long last a Dem-
ocratic Union of anti-Peron forces
has been formed to defeat him and
his military clique in the election,”
in an article I wrote on Argentina,
must, of course, be narrowed down
to the words “at long last.”” This was
a manner of expression and had no
political content. The editors did not
seem to think the words gave the
coloration of approval of the all-class

£
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Democratic Union, but took the sen-
tence merely as an objective state-
ment of fact. The article was no ex-
tensive treatment of the whole Ar-
gentine situation. It confined itself to
the meaning of the latest demagogic
measures of Peron. By the way, the
niext issue of the New International
will carry a fuller article on Argen-
tina and the present situation.

Comrade Berg's formulations of
what would happen if the Socialist
Party ran its own candidate, are in-
teresting. ' Factually, at the present
moment the Socialist Party—as far as
I could gather from my reading—is
not a class-struggle . party. The only
people today advocating the united

front of all working class organiza-
tions against all the feudal and bour-
geois elerhents, are the small group of
Trotskyites, our comrades of the
Fourth International. The deepening
of the revolutionary situation may
bring changes in the rank and file
and in the leadership of the Socialist
Party, but I talk about what is now. .

As to Comrade Berg's conclusions
regarding a Radical Party (coalition)
election victory, it is too soon to say—
in view of the heat under the politi-
cal pot—that the anti-fascist struggle
would be, for long, transferred “from
the streets to the sedate halls of par-
liament.”

—SUSAN GREEN

Everyone knows what ‘the real an-
swer is. Finally it comes out.

“I don't want to go home,” said
Shorty, “I like it here” Now-they all
langh. The truth is a great reliefi

Despite the cold, the rotten faod,
the sleeplessness; most of them “like
it here.” “Here” is comradeship in a
cause they  don’t have fo be bull-
doz into sacrificing for.: “Here"” 'is

ce ‘to strike back against:the
boss class, a chance fo be a unse In—
stead ol' a casnalty. ¥

Meat Seizure--

(Continued from page 1)

cents an hour increase, the original
union demand, would not even com-
pensate’ for -the loss in pay due:to
the reduction to the forty-hour week.
The cost of living is more than thirty

per cent above the 1941 level and is

still rising.- And the profits of the
meat packers are the highest in their
history. The meaning of these facts
is that the packinghouse workers
need . at least a 30 per cent wage in-
crease to maintain their wartime
living standard.

But these are not the facts in
which the government has especial
interest. It is interested in the fact
that there has been an interruption
in the system of production-for prof-
it. It is interested in keeping this
system going at all costs. It is inter-
ested in defending the profits of the
Armours, Cudahys, Wilsons and
Swifts—because it is THEIR GOV-
ERNMENT! The government “took
over" the meat packing industry. in
the interests of the owners while the
“fact-finding” board devises some: sort
of wage formula that will be “agree-
able” to the packers and which they
can’ get the union leaders to shove
down the workers' throats. .

A VALUABLE LESION

“In hlS back 1o - work statement,
Clark said that in the “final analysis”
the union leadership Treserves:: the
right to be the “judge” as'to whether
or not any recommended increase is
“substantial” in meeting the needs of
the workers. He implies that he ‘will
call another strike if the increase is
not suitable. However,
little as far as the workers are con-
cerned in gaining their original 25-
cent demand. Almost at the beginning
of negotiations, he backed down to
accepting 1714 cents. And under ‘the
pressure- of the government, he will
accept whatever minimum he can: by
some means palm off on the work-
ers. :

The American workers have a val-
uable lesson to learn from the gov-
ernment intervention in the meat
packing strike. That lesson is that
the present government is the gov-
ernment of the capitalists. It inter-
venes in strikes as a strike-breaker
in the interests of the capitalists. If
the workers are to begin the ‘fight
for their just demands they must re=
sort to independent political actiom
And the first step toward this is the
formation of an INDEPENDENT
LABOR PARTY BASED ON THE
TRADE UNIONS.

With the

LOS ANGELES
LABOR ACTION HALL, 127 South
Broadway.

PHILADELPHIA
HEADQUARTERS, 1105 Walnut St.

BUFFALO
HEADQUARTERS, 639 Main St.

NEW YORK CITY

WORKERS PARTY branches In New
NXork City meet at the following
places:

Brooklyn—276 Fulton Street—every
Thursday evening at 8:00 o'clock.
Harlem—2143 Seventh Avenue, Roofm

106—every Thursday evening at

8:00 o'clock.

Manhattan—Labor Temple, 14th Street
near Second Avenue—

every Wednesday evening at 8:00

o'clock.

every Thursday evening at B8:00

o'clock.
City OfMce—114 West 14th Street—
open all day until 7:00 P. M.
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday
—open until 10:00 P. M. *

The Workers Party School an-
nounces a lecture on Marx’s “Capi-
tal,” the last open session of the
seminar on Vol. I, at the Stuyvesant
Casino, Second Avenue and Ninih
Street, Room 42, on Friday, February
15, at 9:00 p.m. sharp. Admission, 25
cents.

CHICAGO

LABOR ACTION, 1703 West Madi-
son Btreet, Room 6, Chicago 12, IIL

Telephone: CHHEsapeake 5798,

Office Hours: 3-5:30 P.M. daily, ex-
cept Sunday. Tuesday and Wednesday
evenings.

CLEVELAND

The New International is sold. at
Wheatman's News Store, 735 Pros-
pect Avenue,

Worker's Party

DETROIT

WORKERS PARTY—Labor Action
Hall, 3773 Gratiot, corner Mt. Elliott.

CLASSES:

Political. Positions of the Workera
Party—Tuesday, 7:00 P: M.

LABOR ACTION and THE NEW IN-
TERNATIONAL now available. at
the following newsstands:

At Michigan and Shelby.

At Cass and Michigan.

TFamily Newsstand in {ront of Fam-
ily Theater, Cadillac Square.

Carl’'s Bookstore —Woodward near
Clairmont.

NEWARK
HLABOR ACTION headquarters In
Newark at 248 Market St.

Address communications to the
Workers Party at that address,
ACTIVITIES i

Friday—Feb. 1—8:30 p.m.
“The Crisis of Capitalism”
(What's wrong with the
present system?)
Speaker: SAUL BERG
Organizer, Newark Branch
Workers Party

Friday—February 8—8:30 p.m.
“The Socialist Answer”
(What is Socialism? How will it end
unemployment, poverty, war?)
Speaker: ROBERT SHAW
Columnist, LABOR ACTION .

Friday—February 15—8:30 p.m..
“The Program of The Workers Party"
(How Do We Propose To Get i
‘Socialism?)
Speaker HILDRETH JENSEN
Instructor, Workers Party School

SAN PEDRO

Labor Actlon Hall, 1039 South Mey=
ler St.

WHERE YOU CAN
BUY LABOR ACTION
BROOKLYN |

(,urrlo Bookshop, 365 Sutter A\re.
near Stone.

Portnoy, 414 Rockaway A\re.g newas-
gtand; near Pitkin Ave.

8. Rubinitz,; 1841 Straus Bt., news=
stand, near Pitkin Ave,

Palace Bookshop, 1817 St. John PL,
corner Saratoga Ave.

A. Wald, Rutland Road, corner H.
98th St..

N. Tumin, 792 Franklin Ave. near
corner St. John. Place. Re

" ‘Kovinsky, 816 Wa.shlngton Avey
Edstefn Parkway. -

The New International can be ob-
tained at Havemeyer St. on the cors
ner of South I‘ou_rth Bt. .

THE NEW INTERNATIONAL I8
sold at the following newsstands. and
bookstores in New York City: -

Manhattan:

Alperti’s—462 Sixth Ave.
8t. .

14th St. and Sixth Ave

14th St. and Fourth Ave.

14th 8t. and University Place.

Biderman's .Book Store—Second Ave.

- (between 11th and 12th Sta.)

42nd 8t. and Sixth Ave.

Rutkin’s—42nd St., near Public Li-
brary.

near 1lth

Harlem:

116th 5t. and Lenox Ave,

116th St. and Highth Ave.
2107 Seventh Ave.

125th Bt. and Lenox Ave.
126th St. and St. Nicholas Ave.
126th St. and Eighth Ave.

NEWARK |,
Mosiman’s Bookshop, 20 Academy St

For Information of other Workers
Party branches and LABOR ACTION
offices, write to the National Office,
114 West 14th St., New York 11, N. X,

this means.
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OUR RELORDS
ARE SACRED ! !

ad On Our Slogan for France

The re51gnatmn as head of the French govern-
ment, of Charles de Gaulle has served to lift the
lid higher from the crisis of France. After defeat
and occupation by Germany, and “liberation” and
occupation by the Allies, France lies upon the
reefs of economic. disaster. Inflation and black
marketing are rife; even staple foods are missing
from French diets, and thé people face the terri-
ble realities of poverty and hunger.

The formation of the new tri-party cabinet con-

. tains the same elements that were present in the

de Gaulle régime: Socialists, Communists and
Popular Republicans. Even the program of the
new cabinet: for solving France's financial crisis,
enunciated by Felix Gouin, Socialist President, is
merely-a whittled-down version of the program of
Mendés-France, de Gaulle’'s financial minister.
Therefore, the more the government crisis changes,
the more it remains the same, until' a definitive
break is made in the three-party bloc.

A CP-SP-CGT GOVERNMENT

Becatise LABOR ACTION believes that only
the working class, through -its independent revo-
lutionary political action; can solve any of the
fundainental problems that afflict society today,
we base our program for the solution of the French
crisis on the mobilization of the French workers.
As the first step toward a solution, we believe
that the Communist Party and the Socialist Party,
as: parties supported by the majority of French
workers, should form a government together with
the trade union movement (CGT), making a com-
plete break from the capitalist parties.

But, as we indicated above, the formation ot
a Soclalist-Communist-CGT government is merely
the beginning of a:solution, just as the elevation
of the Labor Party to governmental .power in
Britain was not in itself a solution. Just as the
English workers have illusions about the Labor
Party, so the French workers have illusions about
the Communist and Socialist Parties. The only
way to dispel these illusions and to advance the
workers in revolutionary socialist consciousness,
including in that the creation of a genuine revolu-
tionary party, is for the workers to exhaust their
experience with these parties, to see them exposed
ag incapable of solving the problem. These parties,
pretending to speak for the working class, must
be made to take governmental responsibility, to

cut loose from the de Gaullist MRP.

An important element of difference must be
taken into account, however, between this govern-
ment in France and the Labor Party or any other
government which bases itself on the workers but
in substance acts to preserve the capitalist system.
This element is the Communist Party, the inter-

national blackmail weapon of Stalin. If the SP-CP-
CGT slogan meant that real governmental power,
i.e., control of the basic instruments of state power,
the ministries of Defense and Interior, would fall
into the hands of the Stalinists, we would oppose
and would urge every worker to oppose such a
development. The control of government by Sta-
lin’s puppets in Poland, the Balkans and Yugo-
slavia has meant the swallowing up of the inde-
pendent labor movement by the Stalinist bureau-
crats and the systematic efforts at extincfion, by
‘Moscow's secret police, the NKVD, of whatever
revolutionary socialist fragments exist.

COMPLETE STALINIZATION IMPOSSIBLE

We do not think that such a development can
oceur in France today. The relations among the
Big Three and the conditions in. France are such
that Stalin cannot include France in his collectiv-
ized sphere of empire. For the Stalinisis to take
power in France would be a provocation of sueh
moment that it would lead immediately to the-out-
break of a Third World War, The fall of France
to Russia would mean a Stalinist Fortress Europa
and a Stalinist. Asia as well. We doubt if the capi-
talist. powers can permit that. More important,
however, we doubt that the Stalinists can. so de-
eisively vanquish. the working class as to estab-
lish their htalitarian rule.

\In addition to this, the necessity of France for
United States assistance in food and finances runs
through -all the current discussions on the solu-
tion for her present crisis. As Anne O'Hare McCor-
rmck put it in the New York Times of January 28:

It is obvious, most of all to the Communists,
that they can get a political line from the Soviet
Union but not the kind of help France needs to
survive.”

The maneuvers of Thorez and Duclos and other
Communist leaders are therefore limited to the
prevention of the formation of a *“western bloc”
which would align French forelgn policy with the
British and Americans.

The Socialist Party, for its part, is also opposed
to the Stalinization of France. But instead of re-
lying on the French working class, of mobilizing
it for genuine socialist action, it runs to the native
capitalist parties and the Anglo-U. S. camp.

Thus, while we support the slogan, for an SP-
CP-CGT government, we add immediately as quin-
tessential supplementary slogans: for workers' de-
mocracy, for complete freedom of speech and of
press, and all other democratic slogans which will
serve to safeguard the French workers "against
Stalinist totalitarianism and advance revelutionary
.organization. For only with this program can. the
slogan be made meaningful. i

son only—

Would you like to read LABOR AGTION s opinions on the electmns

just held in Germany? We don’t have room in this issue.
~ We have omitted many, many news stories, features, letters fro_m
readers and even Carlo’s cartoons this week and for many weeks for one rea-

By J. R. JOHNSON

The great strikes have shaken the
thinking of the whole country and
certainly the thinking of the Negro
masses. -

This can be seen in the new tone
of the Negro press. As is usual with
it, the conflict between capital and
labor is viewed from the point of
view of Negro interest. Their con-
clusions, however, go far beyond
wage increases for Negroes.

The following is from an editorial
in The Pittsburgh Courier of January
26:

Negroes are on the pu:ket lines
and around the conference tables, and
every news photegraph of massed
"workers shows a large number of
black faces.

The implications of this develop-
ment are terrific when viewed from
the standpoint of race relations.

It means. that the working masses,
black and white, are comrades in a
sense that they have never been be-

fore, with identical interests and
equal participation and understand-
ing.

Since eco.nomic considerations are
always basie, it stands to reason that
from the broader social aspect the

" antagonisms that have characterized

relations beiween the two groups are
bound to be undermined.

If it can be brought home to all
workers, regardless of color or creed,
that their interests are identical, a
tremendous gain has been made
which the most exireme anti-Negro
propaganda will be unable to erase.

The method of argument is import-
ant. The editorial does not -argue from

Fa)

Nogroos and the Stike Woue

any theoretical necessity of white and

black unity. It is-concerned with bet- .

tering the status. of Negroes. There
is a strike of national importance and
the writer's heart swells with pride
to see Negroes on the picket lines and
taking part in conferences at- which
great national decisions are -being
made. Seeing black faces in photo-
*graphs of the American masses is of
great significance for him.

From such a basis the enthusiastie
recognition of white and black sali-
darity is completely: genuine. We ac-
cept it on that basis. We do not eriti-
cize but welcome the editorial’s con-
clusion that this common action and
common publicity are good- for race
relations. - :

ONLY IN LABOR’'S RANKS
CAN NEGROES BE EQUAL

But there are deeper implications
even on the strictly Negro basis of
the editorial.

Where else in Amerncan life have
Negroes ever played, or will they
ever play, a role among the ranks
and in the leadership, the kind of role
that they are playing today? In the
army they are segregated by the gov-
ernment. Brigadier - General Davis,
the highest ranking Negro officer, is
a kind. of show-piece. He goes round
the *world seeing after the. welfare
of Negro troops. In the U. S. gov-
ernment Negroes participate on. the
higher-levels, dnd not too high either,
as representatives of Negroes. '

Ralph Bunche, the solitary Negro
in the State Department, is paraded
at international conferences by the
U. S. government. “See,” they say,

By J. R fJohnson

“we have a Negro to deal with Ne-
gro. and.. colonial problems.” Judge
Hastie is proposed--as Governor of
the Virgin Islands because of their
predominantly Negro population. At
all conferences of big business in the
U. S., Negroes are conspicuously ab-
sent.

It is in organized labor and labor
alone that the: Negrees ecan play
a full part either in the ranks or in
the leadership. If today the Negroes
do not get full and complete repre-
sentation in labor-activities, it is be-
cause the dominant class in society
is the capitalist class which is anti-
Negro. Where labor ruled and the
working ‘elass was dominant, Ne-
groes would at last be free and equal.
A working class seciety would have
to transfer to the new social and po-
ltical' relations that fundamental
equality which, rooted in production,
even today drives labor towards
equality in race relations.

The Pittsburgh Courier likes to see
Negroes in photographs of the masses
and at conference tables. So do we.
But the only society. where this will
be the rule and not the exception is
the society of organized labor—So-
cialism. We do not wish merely to
improve race relations.- We wish to
abelish the whole idea of race rela-
tions and. substitute HUMAN RELA-
TIONS. That's. what the Courier
wants: toa. Experience and thought,
but. above all experience, will con-
vince Negroes that the road to the
achievement of equality in all spheres
is the road to labor’s power, the road
16 Socialism.

Pass the FEPC Bill NOW!

By CHRIS WARREN

‘The Fair Employment Practice
Commission Bill has again claimed
the full attention of the United States
Senate. The Senators from the South
have spent the last ten days fighting
the passage of the bill with one of
their most sinister devices—the fili-
buster. The purpose of the filibuster
is to beat down the opposition by
talking continuously, not yielding the
floor to the opposition and holding up
action on all the other issues before
the Senate.

The anti-FEPC, poll tax Senators
have been very successful so far.
The: Chairman of the Senate is Mc-
Kellar from Tennessee who has a
slight visual defect. He can see the
hands of only those Senators from
the South who are opposed fo a
permanent Fair Employment Prac-
tice Commission, When McKellar
needs a rest he appoints a Southern
Democraf, who continues the same
«policy, in his place. ;

The FEPC Bill has been subjected
to many filibusters in its turbulent
career. Bilbo, Eastland, Maybank and
others have fought violently against
every attempt fo make discrimina-

tion in hmng by employers unlaw-
ful.

These: Senators were fairly qu1et
during the years of warfare. Negroes
and Jews found employmgnt in war
industries. ‘The manpower crisis pre-
cluded any action against Negroes
working in government offices. Now
that the war is over the Southern
Democrats are anxious-to return to
the “normal” way of living. Senator
Hoey of North Carolina assured the
Senate for almost two hours on Jan-
uary 24, 1946, “that there is no race
problem in North Carolina.” The
“problem” arises when “radical ele-
ments” stir the Negroes into demand-
ing such “Bolshevik” requests  as
higher wages, better jobs and an end
to segregation.

WHAT HAS TRUMAN DONE
The Fair Employment Practice
Commission Bill would make it un-
lawful for an employer to refuse. a
job to a worker because of his color
or religion. It would be a permanent
commission 'with power to enforce its
decisions. It is a necessary piece of
legislation — and like many other
items of legislation that would bene-
fit labor, black or white, it is get-

ting a terrific kicking around. Lest
anyone get the idea  that the re-
sponsibility is wholly that of a few
Southern Senators, let him first con-
sider the fact that virtually all the
“filibusters” are in Truman’s party.
* The Jim-Crow hloc . and ' Truman
are both members of the same capi-
talist party. Truman can make pretty
speeches about FEPC legislation, but
it was Truman who reversed the de-
cigion of the FEPC when it ordered
the government-operated bus line in
Washipgton to hire Negroes. He has
yet to do a concrete thing to press
the passage of the Bill, no more, for
example, than he has done to press
passage  of - the -anti-poll.. tax bill
which has been shoved back and
forth from the Senate fo the House.

Pressure has to be brought on all
the Congressmen, - Those who are
“pro” must be made to understand
that labor will not tolerate their us-
ing the FEPC Bill for publicity pur-
poses and then letting it quietly drop
because of strong opposition. Write
your Congressman. ABOVE ALL,
GET YOUR UNIONS TO DEMAND,
AS MANY UNIONS ALREADY
HAVE, IMMEDIATE PASSAGE. OF
THE FEPE BILL!

Price Rises, Wage-ﬁxmg --

(Continued from page 1)
employers. The agreements were the
resnlt of shadow-boxing between the
union and the employers after Tru-
man’s “fact-finding” committees. had
recommended that wage. increases
amount to around 19% cents an
hour, The only struggle which took
place between labor and the employ-
ers was. one to inveigle the capitalist
employers into accepting a recom-
mendation made by THEIR capitalist
government,

The capitalist press hailed = the
Ford and Chrysler “settlements” as
setting the pattern for future'settle-
ments. This is nothing more than
nonsense or mere journalistic trick-
ery. The pattern was set by Tru-
man’s “fact - finding” committees.
Ford and Chrysler only decided to
accept this proposal made by their
government. The UAW had already

accepted this scheme for settlement -

of the GM strike. Murray had ac-
cepted for the steel workers. The
packinghouse workers had already
been sent back to work by their
leaders, with the naive statement that
“our strike is not off.”

“COMPANY SECURITY”

Not only is the capitalist ruling
class continuing its offensive through
pressure on the White House and its
Congress but it presses its .demands
on the unions for “company securi-
ty.” A security clause is written into
the Chrysler agreement. It reads as

. follows: “The union agrees that it
will not oppose the discharge or dis-
clplme of anyone who instructs,
leads or induces another employee to
take part in any unauthorized strike.”
While this “security” clause-is not so
drastic ‘as that agreed to by Richard
Leonard for the Ford workers, it is
just as much a betrayal of the in-

ever cause, that is the company s af-
fair. It is the business of the union,
however, to handle the case under
the grievance procedure and see that
justice is done both the employee and
the company.

The union is, or slwuld be. the rep-
resentative of the worker ONLY and
the protector of HIS interests. To do
justice to the union member, there-
fore, is not the same thing as to do
justice to the company. Over a mil-
lion workers are rendering justice,
but only partial jusucc, to the capi-
talist employers and. the capifalist
ruling class today through the. strikes
which are taking place. It is.not the
business of the labor movement and
the working class to grant security
to the capitalist ruling class. Lef the
capitalists protect themselves-—-ll’ they
can..

President Truman comes over to
the side of his capitalist masters
openly with the statement that capi-
tal and labor are both striving for
power. He added something about the
public interest and that labor and
capital would have to .get together
in the interest of the public welfare.
This statement must have evoked a
few chuckles in the ranks-of the NAM
and the U: S. Chamber of Commerce.

WHICH WAY TO POWER?Y

"These ¢apitalists know that they
already have the power. Truman

knows this a,lso They have power
because they are the owners of the
land, the mines, mills, factories and
banks. They have economic power,
social power and ,political power.
They only -have- to strive to -retain
this -power.~That is what they are
concerned with today. That is what
Truman is also- concerned with: to
see to it that the capitalist ruling
class retains its economic, social and
political power. That is what Con-
gress is concerned with. That is the
reason for Truman’s “fact - finding”
committees. That is the. reason for
the dozens of anti-Jabor bills in Con-
gress. That is the reason for court
injunctions against strikers. That is
the reason why the police charge into
workers' picket lines all over the
country.

The working class is not striving
for power. Not yet, Mr. Truman. We
of the working class are only hegin-
ning to understand that we ought-to
be striving for economiec, social and
political power. But for that the
working class needs and must have
a -POLITICAL GENERAL STAFF.
Right now a Labor Party: a mass
party based on the trade unions, in-
dependent, militant and with a pro-
gram based on the struggle of the
working class against the capitalist
ruling class. -

Speciul Oﬁer.
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LEON TROTSI(Y-—'I’HE NEW COURSE
‘Wiﬂl Essay by Max Shachtman
i - 265 pages, paper. cover...$1.50

ilsed as Pawn
For Big Army

; ' By Jack Wilson

A serious indictment of the War Department’s
demobilization slowdown was contained: in a re-
port of a special Senate sub-committee appointed
specifically to investigate the soldiers’ charges
against the brass hats,

Even accepting the War Department's claim
that it needs 1,500,000 men in July—and, from our

point of view, we do not—the Senate committee -

deaclared bluntly that this simply proves there is
no need -for hoarding 2,000,000 other men in the
grmy now by means of the demobilieation slow-
own.

WHY THEY WANT A BIG ARMY

‘The Senate committee insists that the Army
let these men out immediately. The committee
stated bluntly there was no justifiable reason for
the demobilization slowdown.

The question then arises, if 2,000,000 officers
and men are “surplus,’ even according to the
testimony of the brass hats, why are they being
kept in the Army?

Here we come fo the crux of the whole demo-
bilization issue.

The War Depariment wants a big Army to
carry out the foreign policies of the Truman Ad-
ministration. These policies are imperialist. They
are rule by force, domination of a victorious im-
perialist power over millions of people. The army
of 1,500,000 the War Department wants on July 1
is the insirument for carrying out these foreign
policies. Since we are against imperialism, we are
against the use of American troops abroad. We
demand that all of them be returned and released!

The demobilization slowdown enters into. this
because it is a pressure move of the brass hats
against the American people, both in order to
maintain an army of at least 1,500,000 in July, and
also as part of a clever campaign to force peace-
time conscription on the American people.

AGAINST PEACETIME CONSCRIPTION!

When Sécretary of War Patterson this week de-
clared that the army would keep its promise of
releasing all but 1,500,000 men by July he was try-
ing to accomplish two things: He said this promise
would be kept if 400,000 replacements were found!
This obviously is intended to create another “man-
power crisis” in May when selective service ex-
pires. The second purpose of Patterson and the
brass hats is to have the American people so pre-
occupied by the “manpower crisis” that no one
will ask the question, why 1,500,000 men?

.. The. “manpower crisis” is intended to be an-
other big barrage for compulsory military train-
ing. Just as the brass hats sought to utilize the

GI demonstrations for presenting the same argu- °

ment: “You want the boys back? Give us replace-
ments.” And meanwhile they present suggestions
for compulsery military training.

Each move of the brass hats exposes another
aspect of their long-range campaign for compul-
sory military training. The reason for this maneu-
vering is clear. The American people in over-
whelming strength and numbers are against con-
scription! They may be confused and groping when
it comes to understanding the implications of the
Truman foreign policies, but one thing is certain.
They don’t want large armies, and militarism, and
a Third World War!

Certainly there is very little evidence to dem-

. onstrate that any of the brass hat maneuvers have

gained ground for them. The blast by the Senate
sub-committee is the latest illustration of the un-
popularity of the brass hat views!

The fact' that in May a major test of atomic
power is going to take place likewise presents
further difficulties for the brass hats:in their ef-
forts to bring militarism to American life. For
the technological advances in warfare raise the
whole question of armies, and navies, and other
institutions, And they will evoke a further anti-
war feeling in view of the deadly effects such a
demonstration will reveal.

These developmenis signify that the difficul-
ties for the introduction of peacetime. conscrip-
tion and the growth of militarism in America are
bound to increase rather than diminish in the next
period.

The fight against conseription can bring fruit-
ful results provided the pressure for bringing the
GI's -back home now intensifies and the labor
movement also increases its expressed opposition
to conscription. This struggle is an important part
of the work of the Workers Party!

PHILADELPHIA READERS!

JAMES M. FENWICK

Organizer, Philadelphia Branch,
Workers Party

Will Speak on:

“The Meaning

of the
Strike Wave”

Friday, Feb. 8 Odd Fellows Hall
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Workers Party National Committee Meeting

Plans Political, Organization Expansion Drive

NEW YORK, Jan, 28—A three-day
meeting of the full National Com-
mittee of the Workers Party was held
last week-end in New York City. Out
of 26 members and alternates, seven
were recently returned from the
armed forces, The party has followed
a policy of placing those who were
members of the committee before
leaving for the Armed Forces in their
original posts on the committee after
their discharge.

This meeting (plenum) of the Na-
tional Committee which is elected by
the highest authority in the party,
the national convention, was also the
first gathering of that body since
the end of the second world war. It
met to consider the problems of the
party in the post-war period and to
prepare resolutions for the coming
convention of the Workers Party
next summer,

The meeting, therefore, could not
but be most fruitful, because of the
presence of many of its ablest mem-
bers who had been absent during the
war years, and most productive, be-
cause the end of the war enabled the
committee to draw a balance sheet of
the party’s policies for the coming
convention.

MANY ISSUES DISCUSSED

The long and substantial agenda
of the convenlion contained the in-
ternational resolution, with the es-
timation of Stalinism and the ques-
tion of France as sub-points under
that heading; the situation in the
United States; a review of the “unity

~ guestion” hetween the Workers Party
and the Socialist Workers Party; the

~ resolution on the character, tasks and

perspectives of the Workers Party;
the reorganization of personnel, and
the general plan for expansion of the

*. party and its publications in the com-

ing period. On all these issues there
was vigorous and long debate, and
on some questions the presentation of
contrary resolutions. We cannot here

record because of our limited space,
any but the positions adopted by the
plenum. However, readers who follow
LABOR ACTION and the New In-~
ternational will have ample opportu-
nity to acquaint themselves with con-
trary views in the party, especially
when the pre-convention discussion
is opened.

The committee considered the in-'
ternational question first with Ernest
Erber as reporter, The plenum re-
viewed the party’s position on the
special conditions of - the European
working class under Nazi oppression
and the central importance of the slo-
gans for national liberation and demo-
cratic needs, and found that its views
have been confirmed by events, It fur-
ther concluded that the party's great
contribution to what has been called
the “national question” in Europe is
equally valid today in the continu-
ing conditions of national oppression.
As the international resolution states:
“The war has made national oppres-
sion the condition of life for the
overwhelming” mass of humanity. Tt
has resulted in the domination of the
.world by a few nations—in the last
analysis two, the United States and
Russia.”

The resolution outlines the third
world war in the making, under-
scores heavily the need for the re- -
constitution and regroupment of the
revolutionary socialist parties of the
Fourth International and sets as the
strategic aim of all Marxist parties
“the setting of the masses in motion
by means of (1) the struggle for dem-
ocratic demands and (2) the siruggle
for the economic demands that serve
as a transition from capitalism to so-
cialism.”

Linked to the international ques-
tion was that of estimating more pre-
cisely the character of international
Stalinism and the Communist parties
of the world on the basis of d report
by Emanuel Garrett. The resolution
on this question, which considers the

nature of international Stalinism as
a totalitarian, reactionary force in the
light of the party's analysis of Russia
as a bureaucratic collectivist society,
did not represent the finished opinion
of the commiftee. It will be put before
the Workers Party as material for a
fruitful and educational discussion
out of which a finished analysis of the
issue in its theoretical and practical
points will arise,

A SLOGAN FOR FRANCE

Also connected with the interna-
tional question was the slogan pro-
posed for France for the creation of
a government composed of the Social-
ist and Communist and CGT (trade
union) ' representatives. In utilizing
the slogan, the committee attaches
paramount importance to comple-
mentary, “protective” slogans as safe-
guards against the dictatorial poli-
cies of Stalinism. However, as the
resolution (which was partially print-
ed in last week’s LABOR ACTION)
gtates: “No other central political
slogan is possible for the revolution-
ary "Marxists, and none corresponds
better to the needs of the situation,
than the slogan of a ‘Government of
the Socialist Party-Stalinist Party-
C.G.T.'” Space limitations make it
impossible for us to repeat the reso-
lution in any detail. In referring our
readers to last week’s LABOR AC-
TION, we wish only to add one sec-
tion of the resolution that we were
unable to include last week:

“If, eontrary to this analysis, the
Stalinists should now be on the verge
of taking state power in France in
their own name, or in the name of a
coalition with the Socialist Party
which would, along with the French
bourgeoisie, which is in turn backed
by Anglo-American imperialism,
prove to be as impotent to prevent
the consolidation of Stalinist state
power as their equivalents have
proved to be in Poland and Yugosla-
via, then an altogether different con-

Trotsky, Nuremburg Trial - -

(Continued from page 1)

Bolsheviks such as Kamenev, Zino-
viev and others, connived with Leon
Trotsky, together with the German
General Staff and the government
of Hitler to act as Quislings in a war
against the Soviet Union.

. These trials were universally con-
demned by all- but the Communist
Parties and agents of Stalin, as
frame-up {rials. This was also the
verdict of the independent Commis-
sion of Inquiry set up in the United
States headed by the famous educa-
tionalist, Dr. John Dewey, which in-
vestigated all the available evidence
over a period of many months,

During the war, the Stalin régime
angd its agenis in this country through
the Daily Worker, have assiduously
spread the story that there were no
Quislings in Russia because they were
all exterminated during the Moscow
Trials, and this line of argument has
been taken.up by even wider cir-
cles.

Now that the Nuremberg Trial is
taking place, it is possible in open
court, before the public gaze of the
whole world, to prove either that
the charges levelled against Trotsky
and the other collaborators of Lenin

in the October Revolution of 1917
were in fact true, or that the Moscow
Trials were a gigantic frame-up.

It is alleged by the prosecution at
Nuremberg that the secret Nazi prep-
arations for war are being brought
out in public court. If" this is true,
then there must be documents in
existence proving or disproving the
vast conspiracy alleged by the prose-
cutor at the Moscow Trails, Vishin-
sky (who is also attending the Nu-
remberg Trial), to have existed be-
tween the Nazis and Leon Trotsky.

Our Party, and all the sectionis of
the Fourth International, have a vi-
tal interest in this case. For many,
years we have been the object of &
world-wide slander campaign direct-
ed against -us on the basis of the
“evidence” at the Moscow Trials. We
believe that this is an opportunity
not only to vindicate ourselves, but
the memory of Leon Trotsky. What-
ever you, your party, or your gov-
ernment might think of his theories
and political ideas, he was, you will
agree, a distinguished socialist revo-
lutionist who dedicated his whole
life to the emancipation of the work-
ing class from the wage slavery of '
capitalism. In the interests of truth

and of history, of the siruggle of the
workers for socialism, your Govern-
ment, as the representative of the
British labor movement, has the mor-
al dyty to pursue this matter so that
the validity or otherwise of the Mos-
cow Trials can be established once
and for all in the eyes of the world
working class.

We ask you, through your repre-
sentative at Nuremberg, to bring out
the relevant issues in the Moscow
Trials, to call upon the Russian rep-
resentative to produce the “evidence™
relating to the connection between
Leon Trotsky and his son with the
Nazis, as a vital part of the present
Nuremberg Trial.

We further request you to make
it possible for the Revolutionary
Communist Party to .have legal rep-
resentation at the Nuremberg Trial
with (a) a watching brief; and (b)
the right to intervene and question
witnesses as well as some of the ac-
cused at Nuremberg, who were di-
recily linked with Leon Trotsky
by the prosecutor, Vishinsky, in the
Infamous Moscow Trials.

Yours sincerely, :
Jock Haston, Gen. Sec.
Revolutionary Communist Party.

clusion would be dictated to the
Fourth International, Then it weuld
no longer be a question of raising or
abandoning the slogan of a SP-CP-
CGT Government. The Fourth Inter-
national would then have to recon-
sider and revise fundamentally not
only its whole European and inter-
national perspective, but also its
whole concept of the character of our
epoch. Nothing less than such a re-
consideration would be mandatory
to the Fourth International if it were
confronted by the reality of the con-
solidation of Stalinist' power on the
European Aflantic, which could mean
nothing else but the complete dom-
ination of Europe and Asia, at least
most of Asia, by Stalinism.

“There are, however, altogether in-
sufficient grounds for any such analy-
sis and conelusion . . .”

THE UNITED STATES TODAY

Because of the emergence of the
United States as the colossus of
world imperialism, the international
and United States resolutions (the
latter reported to the plenum by Al-
bert Gates) converged to a great de-
gree. However, just as the wealth and
power of the United States are mani-
fest to the world at large, so are the
wealth and power of the native capi-
talist class manifest to American
workers. The U. S. reaches its pin-
nacle in a period of world decline;
hence, its very strength is its weak-
ness. Inside the country, the enor-
mous feats accomplished by U. S.
capitalism to win the war, produce
an overwhelming sentiment among

‘the workers—"“We did it in war, why

can't we do it in peace?”

The resolution takes cognizance of
the growing social-consciousness of
the American working class demon-
strated in the post-war strike wave,
and such new strike demands (open
the books, check on prices and prof-
its) as are put forward in the General
Motors sirike. It reiterates the central
immediate political slogan which has
been advocated by the Workers Party
since its beginning, the formation of
an independent labor party by the
U. 8. working class,

In this contection, the resolution
devotes a section to analysis of “third
party” signs, that is, sentiments and
plans for a third party which is not
based on the workers and the unions,
but upon an alliance of workers, mid-
dle classes and liberal capitalists, and
hence, is not a labor party.

The new role of American imperial-
ism requires the “establishment of a
permanent conscripted military force
as its weapon-abroad, as well as at
home, to secute its international and
domestic power” TLe resolution pro-
poses as part of the party’s campaign
against the attempt to “Europeanize”
American life the utilization of its
slogan YLet the people vote on con-
seription.” '

A report on' the failure of the WP-
SWP unity negotiations, caused by
the refusal of the Socialist Workers
Party to agree on unity, was dis-
cussed. Readers of LABOR ACTION
and members and sympathizers of
both parties know that in response
to the proposal of the Minority of the
SWP, the WP took a firm stand in
favor of unity. We cannot expand on
this point here but LABOR ACTION
will continue to carry material on the
question of unity, and the inexcusable
attitude of the SWP on this matter.

Of utmost interest to members and

close friends of the Party, were the
resolutions dealing with the charac-
ter, tasks and perspectives of the
Party. Party members are already fa-
miliar with many of the ideas: under
this. heading. They were discussed
at the active workers’ conference in
August of last year. An understand-
ing of the nature of our party as a
propaganda party gradually develop-
ing to the point where it can become
a party of agitation, of action, is neec-
essary in order to understand the
tasks of the Workers Party in the
period ahead.
ORGANIZERS ASSIGNED

In discussing the responsibilities of
the leadership of the party and the
problem of recruitment, the plenum
surveyed the distinctive ideas and
features of the party, which include
not only its political ideas on the
nature of Russia, the significance of
the ndtional question, and its pro-
gram for the American working
class, but also its concept of party
democracy as basic to its revolution-
ary socialist nature. The weakening
of the party cadre, or leadership,
during the war and the necessity for
strengthening it in the future were
recognized. '

Under the reorganization report,
made by Max Shachtman, a number
of important practical steps to height-
en the effectiveness of the party
were decided upon. James M. Fen-
wick was assigned as organizer for
the Philadelphia branch; Ben Hall
was assigned as organizer -of the De-
troit branch; Albert. Gales was as-
signed to the Ohio region (Emanuel
Garrett will be acting editor of LA-
BOR ACTION in the abselnce of
Comrade Gates—Ed.); Don Murrain

was assigned as organizer for the’

Buffalo branch; Nathan Gould was
made national organizer, and the as-
signment of Paul Bern and Eugene
Victor as organizers for New York
by the New York party was ap-
proved. Various committees  were
elected, among them a ‘trade-union
committee and an educational com-
mittee. . .
A’motion to launch immediately a
$16,000 fund drive to assure the ex-
pansion of party activities and to
help make LABOR 'ACTION - an
eight-page paper was passed, LABOR
ACTION in the future will carry dé'-
tails of the fund. - - Py H
The plenum further decided to put
the party’s forces behind  the 5000
subscription drive for LABOR AC-
TION which begins on February 1.
At an informal session several
days after the regular meéting’ of ihe
plenum, the committee members dis-
cussed LABOR ACTION,. The con-

. census of the meeting was that the

character of LABOR ACTION is
basically what it should be: 2 popil-
lar paper presenting the program of
Marxism in a menner that' “the
American workers can  understand.
The participants in the ~discussion
also felt that the principal lacks in
the paper, such as. intéernational
news, theoretical material and fea-
tures of interest to. the parly mem-
bers, will be filled by, an expanded
paper and an expanded staff. .

Documents and resoliitions of: the
plenum will be in the hands of mem-
bers of the Workers Party shortly. for
the pre-convention discussion period.
LABOR ACTION will try to carry as
much of this material, "and discus-
sion articles based upon this mate-
rial, as space permits.

Labor Needs Ilts OWN Party Now to Win - -

(Continued from page 1)

The. fact is that the month had
seen no change at all for the better.
To the automobile deadlock was add-
ed the steel owners’ resistance to a
wage increase. Congress had re-
cessed after a vicious spurt of anti-
labor proposals without in any way
moving toward a constructive solu-
tion to the problems of reconversion.

On the opening of the new session
Truman sent his wordy message,
which merely restated the things he
proposed during the last session. It
was a program he had failed utterly
to fight for then and which promised
little now.

On the most important question of
employment, Truman now recom-
mended not his own, but the Senate
version*of the Full Employment Bill
—which- even Senator Barkley dis-
missed as “a bill to guarantee every
man a job if he can find one.”

The President continued to push
for his fact-finding bill, whose es-
sence is to break strikes by making
them illegal for thirty days after
they become necessary. He covered
up the auto owners’ brutal refusal
to budge an inch, their insistence
that the auto workers work for a
huge cut in take-home pay or not at
all. Truman drew attention away
from where it belonged by trying
to make it appear that Congress and
not Truman was responsible for the
situation. If only Congress had passed
his fact-finding bill months ago, the
sirike ‘would have been settled then.
How illogical! General Motors never
denied the “fact” of its ability ot
pay. It merely refused to pay.

Step by step Truman tried to push
the steel workers back in their de-
mands. First he appointed a fact-
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grinding, labor - binding committee
over the protest of the entire organ-
ized working class. His committee
recommended a cut of twenty-two
per cent in the demands of the steel
workers. The owners refused to meet
even this figure, after Murray ac-
cepted it for the union, and the
workers showed what they thought
of it by a complete walkout and
strike.

Truman ~now insisted that the
workers go back to work at his fig-
ure, a cent an hour less than his own
committee recommended. Of course
he overlooked the little detail that
the owners had rejected that figure
too. Murray, however, accepted the
18.5 figure on behalf of -the steel
workers.

Murray's weak act of accepting
Truman’s cut showed him anxious to
end the strike, even though the terms
‘mean a slash in weekly take-home
pay. The owners therefore continued
to stand pat. While the steel workers
lose their wages week after week
the owners were and are protected
against any loss in profits by tax re-
bates passed by Congress and initi-
ated by Truman’s own Secretary of
the Treasury.

HILLMAN JOINS THE DANCE

Hillman’s letter to Truman came
at the gravest point in the situation:
Truman firmly invited labor to yield;
he was patient with capital but im-
patiently dismissed labor's urgent
demands as a mere desire for power
in the abstract; he offered nothing
of his own except to invite labor to
give up. And from Hillman, chairman
of the CIO-PAC, there came nothing
but a message of “deep appreciation
of the firm stand...of the patient
and constructive effort.”

2l
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On the picket lines we workers
daily learn whose side the govern-
ment is on, It's the bosses’ cops that
beat us up; it’s the bosses’ judges
that enjoin us against picketing; it's
the bosses’ Congressmen that stack
the cards when they make the rules;
it’s the bosses’ President who de-
mands that we cool off for thirty
days, In the shop we know better
than to rely on cops, judges or gov-
ernment administrators to fight our
battles for us. We send our own men
to bargain with the boss and we
form our own picket line to make
sure that the boss listens.

Youth Tour

Shirley Waller, secretary of the
National Provisional Committee for
a Socialist Youth League, began an
organizational tour on January 11
which will take her to various east-
ern and midwestern cities. Comrade
Waller can be used for speaking en-
gagements and may be contacted at
the' following addresses:

February 6-20, Detroit, Mich. (La-
bor Action, 3773 Gratiot, Detroit.)

February 22-March 7, Chicago, Il
.(Youth Action, 1703 West Madison
Street, Chicago, IlL)

March 8-12, Madison, Wis. (Write

' t0:Chicago address.)

March 13-20, Chicago, Ill. (Same
address.)

March 22-25, Detroit, Mich. (Labor
Action, 3773 Gratiot, Detroit.)

Hillman, leader of labor’s Political
Action Committee, is trying to make
-us believe that when it comes to
politics,” there’'s something quite dif-

ferent. But Congressmen are servants
of the boss no less than cops and
judges and governors. Hillman in-
jures labor’s interest when he pro-
motes the idiocy that we workers
can get the legislators to do what
we want them to do by cajoling them,
by praising them, by sending letters
of congratulation,

On the day following the Presi-
dent's message to Congress, a letter

was indeed due from Hillman, but
not the letter he wrote. Called: for
by the message was ‘a letter to the
CIO workers exposing Truman, 'not

supporting him; a letter to the CIO
workers telling them that neither
Truman nor the PAC-aided boss con-
gressman can or will act against the
bosses and for the working -class.
Called for was a letter breaking PAC
from the boss politicians, proposing
the election of workers to Congreés.
proposing a workers' political party
by changing PAC into an indepen-
dent Labor Party. -
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The January issue of The New International, just off the press, con-
tains a number of articles on events of current interest—

THE STRIKE WAVE—Its Roots in the Economics of Recone

. Editorial

Morrow.

for a yearly subscription.

114 West 14th Street

LESSONS OF THE DETROIT ELECTION—Martin Harvey
POST-LIBERATION STRUGGLE IN THE PHILIPPINES

Also articles on the situation in Germany and France by A.
Jeffers and James M. Fenwick.

I
The current issue reprints two documents dealing with -the ynity
negotiations between the Workers Party and the Sociglist Workers:
Party, as well as a letter addressed to the Fourth International by Felix

Discussion articles and book reviews round out this issue,
®
) Because of increased printing costs, the price of The New-Interna-
tional has been raised to twenty-five cents for a single issue and $2.00

Order your January issue or a yearly sub from

THE NEW INTERNATIONAL

. -Saul Berg

i)
New York 11, N. Y.

OFF LIMITS

By James M. Fenwick

WHY WE
“THE - PEACE ~ AIMS
OF THE UNITED
STATES AND GREAT
BRITAIN, AS STATED
IN THE ATLANTIC
CHARTER BY - ROO~
BEVELT ‘AND "CHUR-
CHILL IN 1941:

FIRST: Their coun-

- tries seek no aggran-

dzement, territorial or
other.

SECOND: They de-
sire to see 1o territorial
thanges that do not ac-
cord with the freely
expressed wishes of the
people concerned.

* THIRD: They respect
the ‘right of all people
to choose the form of
government under
which they will live;
and they wish to see
sovereign rights and
self - government re-
stored . to those who
have been forcibly de-
prived of. them.

. FOURTH:  Théy will
endeavor, with due.re-

" spect for their existing

‘obligations, .to. further
the . enjoyment by  all
states, great or small, of
access, on equal terms,
to the tfade and to the
raw ‘materials' of ‘the
wdr’ld’-"" ' '

: FIFTH: - They desire
to bring about the full-
est ~-collaboration be-
tween all nations in the
economic: field with the
object  éf securing, for
all,  improyed labor
standards, economic ad-
vancement and social
security.

SIXTH: - After 'the
final destruction of the
Nazi tyranny, they hopa
to see established a
pesce which will af-
ford to -all nations the
means of dwelling in
safety within their own
boundaries, and which
will afford @essurance
that all the men in all
the lands may live out
their. lives in freedom
from fear and want.

SEVENTH: Such a
peace should enable all
meén  to - traverse the
high séas and oceans
without hindrance.

lieve that all of the na-
tions of the world; for
realistic ' as well' 'as
spititual reasons, must
come: to" the abandon-
ment of the use of force.
...They will likewise
aid and' encourage all
other practicable meas-
ures which will lighten
for peace-loving peo-
ples the crushing bur-
den of armaments,

FOUGHT

THE REALITY IN 1946¢

The United States has seized and plans to hola
through outright control or through “trusteeship”
numetous islands in the Pacific. The United States
and England occupy large parts of Germany. Rus-
sia has} seized Esthonia, Lithuania, Latvia, part of
Poland and extensive areas in the Orient. She oc-
cupies or basically controls parts of Austria, Ru-
mania, Bulgaria and Germany. She has raised the
demand for the control of Tripolitania. France de-
minds Briga and Tenda from Italy. She likewise
occupies part of Germany. The United States, Eng-
land, France and Holland are_ busy reconquering
colonial countries wrested from them by the Jap-
anese. An additional, if less obvious, form o fag-
grandizement is the economic domination of al-
most all the countries of the globe except Russia
by the United States dollar.

One-half of Poland, over the violation of whose
sovereignty by the Nazis in 1939 Britain declared
war on Germany, has been seized by Russia with-
out the consent of the people involved. Part of
Germany has been forcibly given to Poland. The
rest of Germany and ‘Austria has been partitioned
among the United States, Britain, France and Rus-
sia—without consultation of the people involved.
Bulgaria and Rumania are ruled through “the
freely expressed wishes of the NKVD and the
Russian army. The colonial peoples of India, Indo-
China, Indonesia and Palestine are ruthlessly shot
down by the imperialists who “desire to see no
territorial changes” The Japanese. Empire suf-
fered extensive territorial changes, over which its
population had.no voice. L

What resonant phrases! What a brutal reality!
Britain continues her bloody armed intervention
in Greece against the continuously expressed op-
position of the overwhelming majority of the peo-
ple. For their crime of desiring to govern them-
selves, Britain slaughters Indonesians behind a
screen of British censorship. Indians, who demon-
strate because they wish “to see sovereign rights
and self-government restored to those who have
been forcibly deprived of them” (by the British)
are: casually shot down. France, completely
equipped  with American arms, has been cold-
bloodedly destroying the Indo-Chinese independ-
ence movement,

- The United States occupies and politically dome
inates the Philippines and part of Korea, despite
the often expressed will of the native populations.
Chinese démonstrate for the withdrawal of Amer-
ican troops. Russia militarily artd politically domi-
hates huge areas in the Far East and in eastern
Europe. Though. the political rule of Hitler has
been. overthrown, Germany is not permifted to
govern: herself, '

' This means, on the one hand, the right of all
imperialist nations to exploit the great raw mate-
rial producing countries of the world such as In-
dia, Indo-China, Indonesia, etc, who are now op-
pusing’this “enjoyment” by armed force. On the
other hand, it means that a country like Germany,
whose merchant fleet has been destroyed, whose
::égqn;try is a catastrophie ruin, has the right of
decess on equal terms to the trade and raw mate=

rial¢ of the world.” That is pure hypocrisy. The ,

v_._vax‘ was fought for the subjugation of competing
imperialisms such as Germany and Japan, and the
right of “Allied” imperialisms to exploit the colo-
{11&1' areas of the world.

‘Tranislated into non-diplomatic language, this
“fullest collaboration” is the same type of collab-
oration that exists between the hangman and the
hanged. The “economic advancement” of Germany
is furthered by the pillage of machinery, destruc-
tion of plants, limitation of production, and appro-
priation” of coal. “Allied” countries are permitted
to gxist on even a low level thanks only to huge
American loans. Colonies of Great Britain are
prohibited by law from having independent.trade
relations with other countries. Everywhere, tar-
iff. barriers impede free trade. Where countries
could theoretically engage in trade, the war has
so weakened their economy, destroyed their ship-
ping and prevented the accumulation of an ex-
cess,: that trade stagnates.

‘ + Pedce! “After the final destruction of Nazi
tyranny” fighting .rages in Indonesia, Indo-China,
China, India and Palestine. Even before World
War, Il was over, the monarchs of capitalism be-
gan. their hopeful whispering of a World War III
against Russia. Freedom from fear! And the whole
world quakes before the atomic bomb, knowing
that - capitalism, completely irresponsible, and
caught up in its own contradictions, will hardly
hesitate to destroy the globe itself. Freedom from
want! The Nazi tyranny is dead, and in Europe
and the Orient whole populations, where they are
not barely subsisting, are starving and freezing.
Life has coasted almost to a stop.

“Such a peace” is proving almost unendurable,
Who may “traverse the high seas and oceans with-
out hindrance”? Only the United States, British,
French and Dutch armies of occupation being sent
out to hold down all the colonial peoples of the
globe .and the defeated populations of Germany
and Japan. (The freedom for these soldiers to re-
turn home is more limited!) Only the vultures of
the foreign offices of the world, busy weaving the
o_ppression of other peoples, only thé inquisitors
of world capitalism, tightening the screws of eco-
nomic plunder everywhere—only these are free to
travel, But the Jews—those who are still alive—
and the other oppressed people of Europe who
wish ‘to flee the agony of life on the continent—
where is their freedom “to traverse the high seas”?

“The abandonment of the use of force” pro-
ceeds in ‘normal capitalist fashion—that is to. say,
by ‘the continuing application of it. Demobilization
in_thé United States and England moves slowly,
In France it does not move at all, Feverish scien-
tific .research in armaments continues. As steps
“to lighten for peace-loving peoples the crushing
burdens of armaments,” the War Department plans
a 1,500,000- man army by mid-year, and Truman
advocates peacetime compulsory military training,
Every .session of the United Nations Organization
becomes a tug of war over the atomic bomb, colo-
nies, sources of raw materials, and military bases.
The complete destruction of civilization is. beine
prepared!

THEY LIED TO US!

The War Was Fought for
i~ CAPITALIST PROFITS! -

—
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