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We're Going to Have an 8-Page

By MAX SHACHTMAN Naf’l Sec., Workérs Purfy

We are going to have an EIGHT&‘AGE LABOR,

ACTION!

' We are launching a WORKERS PART’Y EXPAN—
SION DRIVE! ;

These are the decisions uganirhously. adopted at the
recent meeting of the National Committee of the Work-
ers Party, with members in attendance from coast fo
coast, including a representative group of members just
released from the armed forces. ;

The American working class is on the march. Great
battles have already taken plade and are now being
waged between the working class, on the one side, and
monopoly capital and its government, on the other.
These are only the first of the post-war battles. More
lie ahead, more battles and bigger ones. It is not only
the future of the American working class that is at
stake. In a deep sense, the future of the world is being
fought out here.

"In these battles the voice of LABOR ACTION must
resound throughout the ldnd. It must reach: the hands of
thousands and fens of thousands of working class mili-
tants, inspiring them to fight more clearly, more con-
sciously, more uggre_s_ailv'ely than ever before.

LABOR ACTION must cover a dozen battle fronts
where it covered one yesterday. It must deal with a
dozen problems where it dealt with one yesterday. It
must have space at its disposal for the voice and aspira-
tions of its readers. It must have more space for news
and analysis of political events in this country and
throughout the world.

For this, four pages are simply not enough. We must

‘expand to eight pages.

To make this pessible, the meeting of the National
Committee of the Workers Party voted to raise a fund
of $15,000 to contribute to the expansion and main-
tenance of LABOR ACTION as an eight-page fighting
weekly. Part of the fund will be devoted to sending or-

ganizers of the Workers Party to the different sections
of the country which are clamoring for party erganizers
and speakers. Another part of it will be set aside for a
publication program of Workers Parfy educational lit-
erature,

The news of the EIGHT-PAGE LABOR ACTION
plan has already created the highest enthusiasm in the
branches of the Workers Party. Jumping the gun on
the campaign, a membership meeting of the New York

"Local of the party received pledges totalling $4,500 from

the membership alone. Some members have still to malke
their pledges. New York has already raised $1,405 in
cash. Our new and thriving Newark Local has not only
accepted its quota of $500 but has already raised $242.
The Chicago, Philadelphia and Reading locals have al-
ready accepted their quotas and are busy raising the
money. (The quotas for each city will be printed next
week.)

.abor Action

The campaign will last three months, and then will
cope—the first issue of the EIGHT-PAGE LABOR
ACTION! .

“We appeal for support to this Fund Drive not only
to—

Members of the Workers Party, and

Sympathizers of the Workers Party, but also to

Ewvery reader and friend of LABOR ACTION!

Send in your coniribution without delay—anything
and everything you can afford, dimes and quarters and
dollars you can collect from your fellow workers and

friends. LABOR ACTION is your paper. It fights along-
. side of you. It wants to triumph and it will triumph along

with you and with the entire working class.

We launch this drive with every confidence that we
will go over the top. Our members, our friends, our sym-
pathizers, our readers—all of them together will surely
justify this confidence.

ON TO THE EIGHT-PAGE LABOR ACTION'

SUBS TO DATE!
3,948 TO. “GO!

LABOR ACTION

) : A PAPER IN THE INTERESTS OF LABOR
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“Big Steal’”” Formula Signals Price Increases, as

‘PROFITS RISE, WA

"Qun lndm!” Cry Angry Masses

Police Club
Veis; May

»

E GAINS VANISH!

1, What price wage increases? This question is troubling every
worker, every little consumer, every housewife.

Two weeks of the Truman “Big Steal” formula—and the
price front is giving in on every sector. “Big Steal” is working

By HEN RY JuDD
The long-talked of crisis has
finally burst out openly in In-
dia, and that nation's 400,000,
000 people are moving into ac-
tion in their demand to enforce
their "Quit India" slogan upon

ples—the Russr.a revolution -of 1905
the overthrow of German Kaiserism
in"'1919, the end of the' Austro-Hun-
garian ‘Empire. It may well be that
the present struggle’ of the Indian
seamen Wwill precipitate great. strug-

_gles on the part of 'India’s workers

and peasants.
The response of the Britlsh-gov_q_m-

ment has I:een, of course, similar to

their action in Palestine, Indo-China, -
‘Indonesia,, Malaya and every other

sedtion of the Empire where the colo-
nial peoples are demanding libera-

tion.  Declare a state of “open mu- -

tiny,” rush in soldiers, tanks and air-
plaiies, - and shoot them down!

‘The “Labor” government of Attlee

and his fellow Brmsh imperialists
is well on its way to establishing the
bloodiest and most reactionary repu-

tation of all recent British govern- .

ments with respeéct to the people ‘of
the Empire. Already, its hands are
bloogied with the lives of thousands
of Javanese, Jews and Arabs, Indians
(Continued. on page 4)

-tln, -detested-British. occupants.

“dian Navy who are, in the har-

S e Lt

At the head of this movement
today are the thousands of In-
dian sailors of the Royal In-

bors of Bombay, Karachi and in
the military centers of New
Delhi and Poonga, in open re-
volt against the British authori-
ties. These revelting seamen
are fighting for, according to
reports, "swifter demebiliza-
tion, pay rgises, assurances re-
garding their. économic future,
as well as better food." But it
is important to note that ,m
Bombay they have raised the
Congress Party flag of free-
dom on their ships, after haul-
ing down the British flag of

slavery and national oppression. This
proves thai the strugglé of the In-
dian seamen is highly pelitical in
charauieh—that is,\a conscious ‘effort
on théir part to assume their place
with the people of India. The Bom-
bay population has understood this,
for, according to reports, they have
demonstrated in great masses around
the besieged Castle Barracks in the
city, to prove their solidarity with
the sailors.

Previous naval and sallms revolts
come immediately to mind. The fa-
mous revolt of the seamen of the
Russian Czar’s Navy, headed by the
crew of “S.B. Potemkin”; the mutiny
of the German sailors at, Kiel in
1918; the revolt of the sailors at Cat-
taro; the French revolt in the Black
Sea in' 1921, etc. Each of these dra-
matic events heralded great mass ac- ;
tions on the part of oppressed peo- )

Snapping'

I

Widen Strike

PHILADELPHIA, FEB. 27 (BY
WIRE)—APPROXIMATELY 1,000
PICKETS DEMONSTRATED
THIS MORNING AT GENERAL
ELECTRIC IN DEFIANCE OF A
COURT INJUNCTION. THE
WORKERS PARTICIPATING
CAME FROM MANY" DIFFER-
ENT PLANTS, SKF, WESTING-
HOUSE, BALDWIN AND PHILA-
DELPHIA TRANSPORTATION
COMPANY. THE SHERIFF HAD
ON HAND ABOUT 1,000 POLICE-
MEN, MOUNTED AND ON FOOT,
TO BREAK THE LINE OF
MARCH. AFTER A STRUGGLE
IN WHICH SEVERAL VETER-
ANS WERE CLUBBED AND
HORSES RIDDEN INTO THE
CROWD, THE PICKET LINE
WAS TEMPORARILY DIS-
PERSED. A MEETING WAS
CALLED AT A PARK IMMEDI-
ATELY FOLLOWING THE DIS-
PERSAL AT WHICH THE AS-
SEMBLED WORKERS CALLED
FOR A GENERAL STRIKE . TO
ANSWER POLICE VIOLENCE.
AMONG THE MEN ARRESTED
WERE ORCHANT, ACKER AND
HOODY. THE PICKETS WERE
CALLED UPON TO REASSEM-
BLE THE FOLLOWING MORN-
ING AT THE SAME PLACE.
THE PICKET LINE WILL GO
ON. THEY WILL ATTEMPT TO
RALLY FURTHER SUPPORT.
THE PHILADELPHIA CIO IN-
DUSTRIAL COUNCIL AT ITS
MEETING TOMORROW NIGHT
WILL DISCUSS THE QUESTION
OF A GENERAL STRIKE IN RE-
SPONSE TO THE DEMANDS OF
THE STRIKERS.

SUNDAY,
Admission: 25 Cents

MARCH 10,

India’s 400,000,000 people are. moving into action to enforce their
Indian sailors of the Royal Indian Navy in the harbors of Bombay, Karachi
Poona are in open revolt against British authorities. The Bombay population, defying the machine guns of the British, has
demonstrated in great masses around the besieged Castle Barracks to prove its solidarity with the sailors.

The demand that all American troops be withdrawn from the colonies and foreign areas is especially to the point now.

Hunger, oppression and discrimination are the fruits of British rule in India. RALLY TO THE SUPPORT OF THE
INDIAN PEQPLE! Come to this Mass Meeting in New York.

MAX SHACHTMAN, National Secretary, Workers Party
GUEST SPEAKER, from the India League of America

8 P.
Au&plcu' WORKERS PARTY, Local N. Y.

Ne\‘nir York Wbrkers! SuppOrr. Indian Independence!

“Quit India” slogan upon the British. Thousands of
i and in the military centers of New Delhi and

FLORENCE FRAZIER, Chairman

M. IMPERIAL HALL

TEX DAVIS, Army Veteran, récenﬂy returned from India

160 West 129th Street (near Seventh Avenue)

in peacetime just as the ‘Little Steal” formula worked in war-
time. According to the new wage-fixing, price-relaxing pattern,
employers can increase prices enough to meet their 1936 to 1939
profits, while wage increases are permitted to meet what the:
Departnient of Labor censiders the increase in the cost of living:

Maybe the effect of price increases wasn't so obvious a cou-
ple of weeks ago when the $5.00 per ton increase in the price of
steel was announced. Bui'. as. LABOR ACTION predicted, Big

Seven Join
Detroit WP
At Meeting
DETROIT — Seven workers applied
for membership in the Workers Party -
and one high school student applied:
for membership in the Socialist
Youth League at a forum on “Jim
Crow in Detroit,” held joinily by the
two organizalions on Friday evening,
February 22, at Labor Action Hall,
3773 Gratiot. b

The forum was an answer to a re-
cent series of articles in the Detroit
News on "Negrb Life in Detroit.”
Speakers were: Lucille Spray, who
dealt with discrimination in employ-
ment, housing and social life; Simon

Williams, Detroit organizer of the

Socialist Youth League, who dis-

cussed Jim Crow in the schools of
Deiroit; and Gene Dyer, chairman,
who presented the program of the
Workers Party to end Jim Crow and
segregatlion.

A total of $18 was contributed by
the audience at the close of the meet-
ing. i

Steel is the bell-wether, the
lead sheep, for the rest of in-
dustry. Now follows the 12
per cent hike in meat prices in
exchange for the 16 cents an
hour wage increase. On every
table in every home in the country
is reflected the price labor and {fhe
public are paying for modest enough
wage gains.

The cotton textile millers, their
war profits’ five times their pre-war
take, follow the meat industry and
demand a 15 per cent increase in
prices to give them the proper in-
centive to produce lower cost cloth-
ing. OPA is “holding the line” by
delpanding only a 7 per cent increase!

LABOR'S PICKET LINE GAINS
ARE BEING STOLEN IN WASH-
INGTON! .

Philip Murray and the other lead-
ers of the CIO. know what's going

.on. Murray delivered himselﬁ of the
t

following remarks at a receht wage

policy commiitee meeting of the

steel workers in Philadelphia:.

“From the start of our campaign,

the union has recognized that all of
our objectives sought in our wage

fight can be lost if the wage gains _
of American workers are wiped out

by unjustifiable price increases
granted to American industry.”
And are the price increases, begin-
(Continued on page 4)

GM Vital Issue for UAW

By JACK WILSON

DETROIT, Feb. 25—Prolongatiion of
the General Motors strike into its
96th day has posed questions which
will appear as major issues at the
forthcoming convention of the UAW-
Cl10.

Contrary to thc hopes of R. J.
Thomas, UAW-CIO president, and
George Addes, secretary-treasurer,
their intervention in the negotiations
with GM officials failed to bring a
satisfactory settlement of ithe sirike
last week.

Instead, these two UAW-CIO offi-
cials joined with the entire execu-
tive board of the union in unani-
mously condemning the arrogant cor-
poration. The telegram blasting GM
was sent at the insistence of Walter
Reuther, UAW GM director, who pre-
sented it for adoption by the execu-
tive board at a special session this

. weekend. It went to all locals.

The endorsement in the telegram
of the views of Reuther who insisis

on a 19% cent wage increase, and
no company security provisions, was
a victory for his faction in Reuther's
drive to replace Thomas as president
of the UAW., '
The action of the UAW-CIO exec-
utive board in standing by Reuther’s
demand that the corporation accept
a 19% cenis increase, the inclusion
of the good provisions of the. old
contract plus awards of the War
Labor Board, "was also a_blow at
James Dewey, federal conciliator.
Dewey's role has béen greatly mag-
nified by the press. In reality, his ef-
forts have been mainly directed
"towards pressuring the union through
releasing false statements of negotia-
tion progress, the idea being that this
would force the UAW to retreat some
more, But Dewey’s efforts have failed.

Now Dewey has threatened to go
to Philip Murray, CIO president, for
support. In the steel negotiations
Murray had accepied’ 18%: cents an
hour, plus a price increase for steel,

GM officials, of course, are wilhng'to
meet with Murray to talk that kind
of terms.

Reuther’s insistence on wage in-
creases without price increases has
become more than an issue in the
GM negotiations. It is a major plank
in his program for the coming UAW
convention. Only yesterday a slate at
Chrysler Local—R. J. Thomas' own
Local—was elected as delegates to
the UAW convention on this pro-
gram, and a Reuther - for - president
slogan,

This action was the closest to an
outright declaration by Reuther that
he is aiming at Thomas' job. The
Reuther faction also insists that he
has always been against the com-
pany security provisions. The Reuther
faction intends to present 1o the
UAW convention a better contract
for GM than other UAW officials ob-
tained at Ford or Chrysler. Also, to
slug the Stalinists for the UE-GM

(Continued on page 3
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" .and, -on -the -whole, correctly

[NEWS AND VIEWS FROM THE LABOR FRONT|

By JACK EDWARDS

. HIBBING, Minn—At 12:01 a.m. Fri-

day, February 8, three -weeks .after
the nation’s steel workers began their
million=man strike by ‘throwing pick-
et .lines around- every section of the
steel industry, the miners of Minne-
sota, Wisconsin and Michigan laid
‘down their tools and raised their
wpicketing banners to join their union
-brothers. The ore miners of the Mesa-
bi, Cuyuna and Vermilion in Minne-
sota,- like those of upper -Michigan

sand Wiseonsin,:did not willingly. stay
.off the. line until this late date. They

.chafed .at the thought of being

leashed by Minnesota’s workirig mod-

el of Truman's proposed “fact-find-
ing” board -but "obeyed the edict of
the top CIO leadership to stay on
the job.

MINNESOTA FACT-FINDING
Governor Ed Thye, another would-
be “friend of labor,” stabbed ever-
trusting Henry Burkhammer, CIO
director of District 33, smack-dab
between the shoulder blades. CIO
strike leaders at Hibbing told: this
reporter that Burkhammer got-a:sol-

, emn promise from Thye that the no-

torious “fact-finding” -law, Minneso-
ta’s contribution to big business’
‘stfike ~breaking arsénal, would not
be invoked against the 20,000 Gopher
‘State steel workers. “The very next
day,” they said, “they crossed Burk-
hammer by appointing a three-man

‘fact - finding’ board - to ‘investigate’
the steel workers’, grievances for thir-

ity days and to report their findings.”

This procedure ‘was a union-busting
«arce from the beginning.

In the -first: place, the United Steel
Workers “have called an industry-

-wide’ stétke ‘that carries’ them™across
“most ‘of “this country’s forty -eight

states lines. It is plain to a schoolboy
that a one-state “fact-finding” board

could neither ‘find ‘the facts about the |

grievances ‘of steel 'workers -in forty-
seven’ outside states, nor do anything
-about them if they did. The real facts
‘(that the steél workers have suffered

~a serious loss of take-home. pay and

-are’ striking- 1o restore the cut by de-
manding a two - dollars - per - day in-
‘erease) ‘is well “enough known to
Governor Thye, his “impartial” fact-
finders and to ‘the general ‘public.
-In fact, a-prominent Hull-Rust Lo~
cal ‘2381 official flatly:stated that: the

-Qliver- Mining Company' (U."S. Bteel)

ordered Thye:to stall the strike with

his “fact-finding” board<so that the

Oliver- could “fimish stripping a mil-

lion=yard corner of their immense:pit

:at Hibbing.

A tour of the picket lines, picket
shanties..and- strike headguarters Jdast
Sunday turned up fighting spirit and
militancy in every Mesabi Range
town. From Coleraine to Chigholm,
the rank and ‘file ‘mine workers re-
vealed a willingness to battle. They
are well organized. Each picket.line

GM Strike Vital Issue - -

{Continued from "page 1)
sgettlement of last week. ‘And to
spppear as.outstanding opponents of
wcompany “security - provisions.

The- inevitable jockeying for stra-
‘tegiciposts and positions at the con-
syention goes on full force, with many
an ambitious eye on the vice-presi-
denéy vacated by Richard Franken-
steen’s resignation.’ It is entirely too
early to predict what the results of
the:convention-will-be. It .is very pos-
sible, for example, that Phil Murray
“will put enough pressure on to keep
""Thomas as president -even 'if Reuther
.has ‘enough votes, ‘An Adgies-'stalin-
.ist-Thomas . bloc might coalesce and
‘defeat Retither. The election of ‘dele-
.gates - is just taking ‘place and no
one knows-exactly what strength the
various factions have.

Unlike last year, there.will not be
“a powerful rank and ‘file caucus
<united on:a basic :issue-as: the-aboli-
tion .of the no=strike pledge. This ‘s~

' sue, of course, has disappeared and

“the ‘entire UAW is in a process of
‘realignment of forces, programs, and
~groups. The lessons of the GM strike
are just beginning to be understood.
“They point, however, to a program
for militants in'the UAW. Briefly,
this might be described ‘as the GM
‘Program—linking wages with" prices
wand ‘profits, «demanding that the cor-
poration Open the Books, ‘opposing

company - security, -and -adding to it

the obvious :‘necessity of <a ~Labor
Party. The GM workers “performed
an :invaluable service to'the labor
movement in'the demands.they made
‘of . ‘the: corporation. Reuther, as head
of. the”GM loeal, initiated the strike
.on'ithe; proper basis, but'the fact re-
“mains ‘that"he permitted real issues
in the strike to be.pushed.into the
“background. “He 'did "not ‘stand up
tagainst 'the “Phil "Murrays -who -.al-
lowed ‘labor’s’wage’gains to -be stolen
in Washington - granted . increases.
‘Precisely ‘becaunse "he 'demonstrated
a -bétter wunderstanding. of''the. situa-
tion . than :other .labor .ledaders is- it
necessary to subject his role to se-
vere“eriticism. (In coming issues of
LABOR ACTION we ‘shall, .along
~with other.artic¢les. discussing the':is-
sues before.the UAW. convention, spe-
cidlly ¢ evaluate ‘the role 'played by
Reuther din:the GM strike.—Ed.)
An .indieation »of ‘the “future ‘was
forecast last week in the public an-
nouncement by Larry Yost, chair-
man of the famous rank and file. eau-
cus, that 'a’large bloc has' 'been re-
formed at the Ford local to fight
against “company-:security” and'for a
Labor Party.' However, Yost is not
a delegate to"the convention, nor.are
many ‘other rank.and ifile leaders, ‘so
the fight among main. factions .in the
UAW will, probably occupy the cen-
ter of the stage.

Steelworkers’ Solidarity in the

captain knows how to lead his squad
and the squad members know their
duties .and ~carry them out-with the
precision of veterans. George Teller,
rugged presidént of ‘the Range's CIO
Industrial Union Council, - proudly
stressed the fact that this is the
first strike action. for .most of ‘these
men .and that- they were. acting like
veterans.

- RUNNING' OVER PICKETS

Just one act of violence has oc-
curred on the Mesabi to break the
armed truce ‘between ‘mine owners
-and ‘mine workers. At about 9:00 a.m.
last Friday, shortly after the strike
was called on the Range, General
-Superintendent 'Earl Mollard drove
toward the mass picket line barring
the entrance to the Butler Bros. shop
-at-Cooley.  The pickets, "whose ‘num-
bers included Emil Shebly, Fred Ross,
-Floyd “McColler, Paul Madar . and
‘John Stish, flagged him:'down,  In-
“stead of: stopping at the picket- sta-
‘tion to.present his card for approval,
“Mollard suddenly: goosed his car and
-ghot right into "the mass of~pickets.
"The miners had to break ground ‘o
‘avoid beéing murdered, but a fifty-
~year old worker, John Stish, had one
leg bruised by the labor-hating suo-
- perintendent’s car and narrowly
,escaped serious injury.

A “speeial “strike “committee, eap-
tained by local union President
Wayne Kumpula quickly bearded Su-

»perintendent ‘Molard ‘in ‘his “office

den. The knee-weakening 'presénce. of

esabi

grim afd rugged miners like the 260-

- pound “Shebly- of Nashwauk, :sinewy

Paul Madar, the injured Stish, Fréd
Ross, McColler and others apparently
caused Mollard to regret his'venom-
ous act, for he-apologized on the spot.

But the miners show distinct evi-

2dence . of ‘forgetting 'all the' wartime

baloney about “labor ~management
cooperation” -because they called a

‘meeting for Monday night at Nash-

waduk, -to ‘which they invited one of
the- Butler family to discuss the in-
cident and arrange to.get-Superin-
tendent Mollard out of their vicinity.
‘Pierce : Butler had not .appeared . at
‘the meeting by 9 p.m. so it is-safe to
say that he shares his- superintend+
ent’s con!empt for the mine workers
who have ‘made him rich while -get-
ting poor themselves,

““Watehful ~waiting” “are perhaps
the two words that best sum up the
Range situation. :Like other workers
on 'strike ‘throiighout the ' country,
however, the: miners should not for.
get that the eards are stacked against
them. "While ‘it seems clear at this
writing that they will’get an 18-cént

;an hour ‘wage boost from “Truman,

U. 8. Steel will get a 36-cent an hour

-gteel --price -increase - from -PAC-en-

dorsed Harry..In other words, what
the steelworkers are 'winning on’ the
picket line, the weak-kneed policies
of Phil Murray and the strong-arm,
union-busting tactics of Truman and
the 'other Big Business-government
‘representatives are taking from thém
oni'the, price line.
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‘ROME, ' January ‘25 By Maih—Ni- -

. cola =di’ /Bartolomeo, ‘Nutional *Secre-

tary of the Partito .Qperaio Comu-

“nista (Workers Communist “Party),
“Italian section.of the’ Fourth Inter-

néational;:died at Resina (Naplesg prov-
ince) on January 10,

‘He was only 44 years old, but with
a record of 25 years.of struggle in the
revolutionary movement. Only in the
last two years was he abl€é to appear
under his own legal name. “Before
that in many countries he-was known
as FOSCO and then as ROLAND.

-In France, in Belgium, in Holland,
in England ard in Spain, he' partici-
‘patéd in  ‘the struggle. ‘Puning ~the

‘Spanish *civil war:‘he fought-in’the

-Lenin Column and later in Barcelona,
rifle in hand, ‘he defended the work-
-ers’ “rights ‘on' the ‘barricades “whikh
rose in the famous May Days of 1937.

Jdiled “ini “France under ‘the “Vichy
régime, he was handed over to Mus-
solini and returned to his native land
‘after long exile—to a prison. It was in
the prison-igolator of Tremiti that he
@nd a group Whom he had gathered
-around him wrote the first program
‘of the hew reVolutionary party which
they-were to found.

That program, and much else that
‘he*wrote in the less than- three-years
that remained to him, was neces-

sarily preoccupied with the central

importance of -democratic demands ¢
the crucial means to “mobilize “the
masses for revolutionary struggle.

“These writings wére“directed against

the -ultra-leftist ‘Bordigha vand “his
follewers. - Comrade "Di Bartolomieo

Los Angeles Anti-Fascisis Win

1LOS "ANGELES, Feb. 17—The anti-
{fascists of this'dity have 'won an im-
sportant-victory - in the fight against
Gerald ‘Smith and “his fascist filth.
Some ‘three “weeks ago-48 of them
went on trial, charged with “disturb-
ing the peace” by booing Smith at his
Polytechnical High School meeting
of November 3. Yesterday the jury
acquitted all but two of the defend-
ants; 23 had ' their cases .dismissed
during the trial for lack :of evidence
and of the remainder the jury found
23 'not 'guilty and” two ~guilty. New

trials will be requested for 'these two .

in the hope .that .the victory will be
complete.

The case started back on Novem-
ber 3, when .a mass .picket line rof
some 15,000.anti-fascists. picketed- the
Polytechnical H. S. in protest against
‘Smith and_his drive to- form-a fas-
cist: spearhead. Over 300 cops, armed
to the teeth and wearing steel hel-
mets and gas masks, were-on-hand
to protect Smith’s meeting. Perhaps
a third of Smith’s audience was.hos-
tfile to him and. displayed their -hos-
fility, among -other ways, by loud
and vigorous booing. Smith followers
pointed .out the .anti-fascisis and the
police cooperated by removing them,
To .drive .the point -home, they ar-
rested 49 of them (one pro-Smith by
.accident.and 48 anti-Smith).

“Since their arrest, the 48 have been
‘subjected to relentless: persecation’ by
the City Attorney’s office (part of
.PAC “and labor'- endorsed Mayor

IBowron’s'administration!. "The origi-

nal arrest was made on the charge
of disturbing a public school meeting,
but the City Attorney amended the
charges twice, had the defendants &ll
re-arrested and added three new
charges. Bail originally set at the fan-
tastic figure of $500 was finally re-
duced to $50. "'

Judge Guerin assisted the .prose-
cution by offering ‘them - suggestions
swhen they iweren't -doing so-well, and
wwhen that failed, -took -over the'cross-
-examination himself. His conduct.ap-
‘peared so biased that rthe:detepse at-
.torney, -John McTernan, cited him
for misconduct five or six times dur-
ing the tirial, and called for mis-
trials. The judgé-systematically over-
ruled McTernsn's «objections and
threatened him*with jail, but permit-
ted the prosecution full play.

One -biased decision of the court
was played up /by the newspapers
here and.aroused publicity and sym-
pathy for ‘the defendants. A defend-
ant, ‘Mrs. Anne Draper, pleading ill-
ness, ‘asked ‘to be excused for :late-
ness ‘and-from the court session. ‘She
was’told:she looked healthy and fined

$50. -Attormey McTernan, protesting.

in her behslf "was summarily “fined
$100. Later ‘the court idoctor “fourid
her feverish, ‘ill with’the*flu‘and ‘in
dangér’ of -prieumonta. -This dncident
established the judge’s “impartiality.”

The defense based its case on the

right to express disagreement and
:disapproval by booing and similar ac-
tions. .Charging »police . intimidation,
they drew-a parallel‘bétwéen the po-
lice protection of Smith arid Hitler's
brown shirts.. They challenged the
seating:of -the defendants .in" numer-
.ical ‘order, thus. facilitating:identifica-
tion by :the proesecution -wwitnesses,
The: red-baiting 'was. compared io- a
Dies. or Tenney dnvestigation. .and -ex-
;posed dor the false issue it.was.:The
-star -witness: of .the .presecution, Wil-
lis Allen, Ham-and-Eggs.leader -and
sponsor of the Smith meeting, was
nailed as a liar.

The Bowron city administration
has completely exposed itself is vi-
cious persecutors of anti ¢ fascists.
Since Bowron was elected mayor
with the support of the PAC and the
AFL and CIO unions, it should make
workers think about' this apollcy -of
supporting capitalist “friends -6f Ia-
bor.” However, the ttack on lzbor’s
fight againsi fascism has been ‘beaten
bac¢k ‘and it is expected that'the fight
will swell to new proportions when
“America’s No. 1 fascist returns.

‘Disputes Editorial
L]

‘On Jewish-Program
"Dear" Editor:

Asf¥an old friend I'm sure you'll
~permit me to-express .my disappoint-
‘ment .in your “Statement on the
Jewish Question” of approximately
two months ago.

An it, the homeless, uprooted Jew-
ish masses of Europe are carefully
but
cavalierly. instructed in a democratic
program for Palestine. I wonder why
the  Arab -masses..are -not:admonished
against the reactionary .-politics of
THEIR nationalist movements. Why
aren’'t they urged to fight against the
criminal opposition . of their -parties
to free Jewish immigration and the
denial of full civil rights to Jews
already residing ‘in Palestine?

It's.easy to anticipate the “answer”
to these “naive” questions: “the state-
ment is addressed-to Jews in America
and not to the faraway Arabs.”

Nevertheless, I feel that a program-
matic statement .on this question

should not have failed to emphasize, -

or, at least point out the fact, that.on
the immediate, life and death ques-
tion of open doors for the hapless,
rootless Jewish remnants who -es-
caped Fascism’'s “murder  factories,”
it is the Arab nationalist movement
and not the Jewish nationalist meve-
ment which actually deprives a peo-
*ple of its ‘human, democratic rights.

“It is not enough to show that the Big
“Three:are also guilty -of this crime or
“tocurse-a few Arab feudal landlords.

‘Somehow, Arab nationalism gets off
.scot-free; no -derogatary appellations
like “reactionary” .become attached
to it in your. editorial. Very little,
or nothing, is said about the fact that
the Arab nationalist movements not
only “mean to” but DO disfranchise
Jewish ‘muasses.

By implication you distinguish be-
tween Arab nationalism and its semi-
fascist organizational manifestations.

- programmatic

e % i s e
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'That's ‘undoubtedly correct proced-
‘ure:’On ‘the-other hand, you continue
in the Cominternupattern :and refuse
to distinguish -:between Jewish na-
tionalism and its organizations. - Why?

Why is the national .aspiration of
the Jewish masses (instinctively dis-
“trustful -of“the'Big "Three world) for
a territorial vconcentration - .of ‘their
~own, .in. and. of itself-reactionary?

The truth of .the matter is that
the organizational expressions :of
present. day Jewish nationalism, the
Zionist parties, are no more.chauvin-
ist -or .imperialist . than -are stheir
counterparts in France (the MRP, the
so-called Socialist and Communist
Parties) or, for that matter, in other
European countries.

Very few, if any, of the European
-and ‘Asiatic ~nationalist “movements
‘you did “support” do not swarm with
viciously chauvinist and imperialist
tendencies.

The . postponement of democratic
majority rule in Palestine by the
‘Zionist parties is mateéhed by the
permanent ‘rejection .and denial of
majority rule by the"Arab nationalist
‘parties in “the “larglest ‘metropolitan
centers ' (Jerusalem) 'because Jews
are there -amajority.

In the' caseof the 'Zionist parties
you «dnsist 'upon ‘seeing ‘nothing “but
‘an -aggressive, <imperialist “intent ' to
deprive the “Arab people of their
rights; “while ‘the Arab ‘nationalists’

~antisdemocratic "program is, by lack

of .criticism, ‘portrayed as - a-wholly

justified -poliey of ‘defense against

dmperidlist - aggression.
“Unfortunately for “your ed:toﬂal

“the’ factsof*the"Palestinian rehlity do

"ot~ jibe~With ‘this -erroneous conélu-
-sion. “Dedpite 'ifs “pretensions, “your
{Statement .on the
Jewish .Question” . 4s.-foreign tothe

. spirit.and ‘method.-of Marxistanaly-

.sis ‘when it substitutes~a.ipriori . sche-
mata.for..a .concrete investigation of
the real social and political relations
in the Palestinian situation.
Fraternally yours,
EDWARD FINDLAY

Your letter undoub}edly refers to
the November 12, 1645, statement in
LABOR ACTION entitled, “A ‘Social-
dst Program for ‘the, Jews.” In ‘the
.confines :of ‘a “brief :editorial it was
.admittedly . impossible to ‘deal “with
revery aspect ‘of the Jewish:-refugee
;problem.and ‘Arab inationalist .aspira-
tions in Palestine—one of the:.most
complex: problems ih the ‘world. So,
for example, “we 'did not stress in
this-editorial-our main demand: Qpen
ithe doors of ‘the . United:States to Jew-
.ish immigration, free immigration of
the .Jewish pepple to:any country of
their choice.

But there is a reason for the em-
‘phasis on the “reactionary and uto-
pian character” (Trotsky) of the
Zionist movement, .and ‘this hasbeen
-discussed :at .various 'times in articles
on Palestine 'in LABOR “ACTION.

So far as we know, there are no
Arab political ,parties. in . Palestine
which express the needs of 'the mass-
es. The Arab “Higher Committee
‘which is‘the spokesman of ‘the ‘Arab
‘Ndtiohalist Party in Palestine is the
‘organ of the “Arab ‘bourgevisie and
the’ feudal lords. Along with “British
imperialism, its ‘main interest is in
diverting 'the: masses- from .agrarian

“revdlt by playing  on:'their fear of
~Jewish - domination. ‘Thus far, ‘they

‘appear o have 'been:successful.

The Zionist:movement, on:the . other
‘hand, is made ‘up of many -tenden-
cies. It includes. leftward -elements
‘which call' themselves -socialist. They
.claim «to be ..in sympathy with the
. ‘Arab peasant-and ‘worker.and «do- in
-a limited way ornganize them .into
irade-unions.-We. call on the political-
Jdy-advanced-elements tp-take:leader-

~ship:dn .orgenizing - the. fight :against
imperialism and feudalism. :

We denounce - Zionist-British. ma-
neuvering and show--that it is'mot in

.4he interests.ieither -of . Jewish rimmi-

.gration or-of democracy for the Arab
masses. We call for a break with
Zionist leadership and the building
of a genuine Jewish-Arab independ-
ence movement. We consider it the

_elementary socialist ‘duty ‘of these left

militants ‘to thelp -crystallize ;an ‘Arab
popular ‘movement -and -it 'is 'for that
purpose that “we -advance ‘the slogan
to “establish ‘universal suffrage -and
a’'national constituent assembly ‘based
on-majority rule.”

On rthe other ‘question you raise,
namely, ‘the national ~aspirations -of
the Jewish ‘masses, your assumption
that 'the ‘Workers Party considers this
to be “inand of itself, reactionary” is
not correct. Comrade Trotsky in dis-
cussing Biro-bidjan wrote:

“But not a progressive, thinking in-
dividual will object to the USSR des-
ignating a special territory for those
of its citizens who felt themselves
Jews, who use the Jewish language
in preference to all others and who
wish to live as a compact mass. . , .
Are we not correct in saying that a
world socialist federation will have
to make possible the creation of a
Biro-bidjan for those Jews who wish
to have their:own autonomous repub-
lic as the arena+fortheir own culture?

“It may be presumed that a so-
cialist democracy will not resort to
compulsory assimilation. It may very
well beg, that within two or three gen-
erations the boundaries -uf -an ‘inile-
pendent Jeywish republic, as of many
other national regions, will be erased.
I have meither time nor desire to
meditate -on this. Qur descendants
will ‘know better than we what to
do. I have in mind a transitional his-
torical period when the: Fewish ques-
tion .as .such, .is. still .acute .and de-
mands adequate - measures from ‘a
world federation of workers’ states.

“The -wery.same :methods -of :s0lv-
ing the Jewish question which under
decaying capitalism will have a uto-
pian and reactionary:character (Zion-
ism), will under the regime of a so-
cialist federation {ake on real -and
salatary meaning. This is what I
want to point out. 'How could any
Marxist or even any consistent dem-
ocrat object to this?”—J. Kaaren, for
the editors.

Yhe Blsonr. ..

Says Murray Showed
Poor Leudership
“Editor:

1:am a‘thember 6f Loeal 2715,/C10,
‘Redding, Pa. You know Murriy start-
ed 'us ‘0ff ‘with 'a $2.00-a-ddy “sSlogan.
Well, ‘he got a ‘pittance for t{he" Big
'Steel workers, so he ordered:‘thein
back ‘to work. But what abotit ‘us?
We were good ‘eriough to helpithem,
new who is.going o help ‘us? Tithink
it shows wvery poor leadership:fot
him to.order the men back iiito Big
Steel and let us (the liftle. fellotws)
stick in this mess. He should "huve
demanded that all or nobody: goes
back to work.

I would be satisfied with the 181%
cent increase if (and when) I get it.
But I don't know when we will go
back to work. The Big Steel has now
been granted a measly $5.00-a-ton in-
crease which will amount, as Truman
had figured it, to 60,000,000 tons times
$5.00. That equals $300,000,000. The
capitalist papers were shedding fears
because, as they claimed, it would
cost the steel companies $135,000,000
to pay the increased wages. Now-why
should the steel eompanies bevgiven
$300,000,000 when they themselves
claim 'it “would cost .them ‘only $135,-
600,0002. Qh well, what. 35“$165,009,000
between friends?

Tt - Murray ‘was sincere ‘in: his de-
mand for 25 cents an hour, why did
he-allow 'the fact-finders to dlite” 8%
‘centsadff his.demand? . Or, ih.other
words, if he was going to allow slic-
ing, he should have asked for 35

«cefits-an‘hoir; then Jet Truman's fact

finders -slice  :off 10 ~cents. It would
‘have made them feel better becausé
of "'the "higgér- slice. They did not

give.us the 63 cent slice-because of

the facts they found, but they figured

“Murray‘was"stupid enough-to-aceept

it. *
Yours very truly,
W. L., Topton,.Pa.

emphasmed that we must siof mpeat

“the*error which the Communist In-
ternational.-made even in jts best days .
“Wwhen it “permittéd the" “réformiststo

“pose’ as the.gole’ déferiders’of demoe.

Tacy.

He had the .satisfaction, :hl the
weeks preceding his death, of know-
ing ‘that at last the party had won the
right to :a Jegal newspiper, threeis-

-sues ~of which had -appeared .before

his death. IV lntamnmiumle, as the,
paper is called, "has enabled ‘the' party

“toiurn .toward ‘the mésses: wging

‘them to fight for the republic and-a
government of the Socialist and Com-
“munist parties  in ofder to-end ‘the
‘present political :paralysis,

‘His conception-of the Fourtlr Inter-
national was that it could contain
within it all genuine revolutionists
despite their .differences- on Russia
and other questions. Hence his warm
support ..of .unity _of _the.. Socialist
_Workers - Party and the Workers
“Party in the Uiiited :States, wHith ~¥
if 'achiévéd he considered wolld be
asguiding: precedent for - divisions :in
other countries. “He "warned  aghinst
the ‘danger that continued divisions
would facilitate the formation of ‘a
new international which would ham-
per the growth of ‘the “Fourth "In-
ternational.

Despite the terrible conditlons pre-
svailing-in-senthern-dtaly;«heinsisted
on remgining there because of his
close connection with the workers
‘of Naples, although: 'meaiwh‘lla the
ni‘;limnl center ‘and “the - press’

‘héén Smoved to MRoie in order G0 '
“serve ~the “indestrial “North. “A-vpul- =

momry enngestion. agxrav:;ted by the
“ack of properfood and dnﬁi{mj i
hem killed him“after a'few ddys' ‘of

Fourth ln ternational Moums
Death of fralian R

.A.n ind&étlséhle dl‘mz&r .and
with his vast uﬂei‘na‘ﬁcmhl mxp&;-
ence, his:loss is.a great blow 'ata
ftime™ When ‘the' Ttalian section” ‘of the
L Fourth “International . ihas ‘weuthered
-itsinitial tasks ofestablishifg Atself
.ahd-is growing rapidly. |

‘o

" 0on hem.urmon.eAaﬂoN 4nd
- the -Workers . Party we.can. aﬂd; nnt
only the Jialian party but. the v
"worlid Trotskylst nwemnt”hn.sﬁt-
fered a ‘great lossiintthe #lﬁhﬁk of
Gmrsde Di.Bartolomeo, Om‘«nf’}he
. oldest gelm,lnmg ;Bo;m-adg& Wh#xgo
'*ba%k ‘to""the “duys 0f the Létt O]qlo
" gliign, “his . great iinterndtional fex-
“périenoce ,s:weuhim\an -espécially -au-
thoritative voice in the. Fourth. l.mer-
national not only on “Europésn “but
al_qq on world questions; To _hi_s,_ be-
reaved widow, Rosa, his worthy ¢om-
panion in the revolutionary fight, we
send . our_ heartfelt cnndqleneés and
'nledge of comrad
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“GUEST ‘LECTURE, NEW YORK
WORKERS PARTY SCHOOL -

Speaker: Ernest Erber

Managing “Editor of

_ The New:International - . -

BALANCE SHEET OF THE

' “STRIKE"WAVE

Friday, March 8, 9 P, M.
zatt Labor Témple, .

4 -

sJaabor: mmm&bdum
_strength, What Igl%?r
| 1 galned? *What- ai'e fhe Arjext
g e staps'?
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SAKRON .

““Trade Unlonlsm and Sociallsm”
2 A six-week class.
Albert! ‘Gates, Editor fof LA,
dnsBtructor,
‘Tuesday evenings.at-8. For informa-
tion write to Bill Ford, Box 221, Ak-
ron, Dhio

“BUFFALO

HEADQUARTERS at ‘639 -Main" 8t.

CHICAGO
LABOR ACTION, 1703 West Madl-
son St., Room 3, Chicago 12.
Telephone: CHesapeake 5798,
Ofﬂce--'H_ours: 3-5:30 p.m. daily, ex-
cept Bunday. Tuesday and, Wednesday
evenings.

DETROIT

- Detroit Workers: Party announces a

‘gix-week

WORKBRS TARTY SGHUOL
March -6 to kprll ‘F3

Wednesdays: 7058 i30==Public Speak-
ing and Current:Events. Instructor,
Martin “Harvey, 'LEBOR .  ACTION
staff swriter,

“‘ednesdays 8:30-10 'PLM.---The Role
‘of ‘the “Trdde .‘Unions. *Instructar,
‘Ben Hall, Detroit. o.rg*anizer of the
WP.

Saturdays: 2:30-4:00 P.M.—What 1Ia
Trotskyism?  Instructor, Henry
Judd, author of “India in Revolt.”

Saturdays: 4:00-5:30 P.Me—History of
the American Labor Movement. In-
struc_tor. Robert Stiler.

Fees: 50 ‘Cents per six-week course;

‘free 'to striking workers,
‘Enroll “how at Labor Action Hall,

773 Gratiot Wat Mt. Elliott). Ofiice

“houts:. Monday-Friday, 11

pn.Satdrday, 1 to 6 pom.

LOS ANGELES ;

' Office, " 197 iSouth Broadway, Room
310. )

“Office /ppeén daily 11 AM. to 3 P.M.
except ‘Friday and Sunday. Open eve-
ufing: - AWedneaday 6:00-8:30. *

V'(Mass ‘in “ABC of Marxiam, Hal
"‘Dra‘fper Instructor. Alternate Wednes-
days, '8 P.M.,”Feb, 27, March 13, March
27,<6te.

Neaxt “Embassy <Monthly

Sunday, ‘March 10,

LABOR “ACTION nmmmunn'rnns
CinNewark o't 248 Markdt St

Forum:

1l

Workers Party

am. to 3

NEW YORK ‘CiTY

CITY OFFICE—114 West Iﬂh Bt.
—open all day until 7 p.m.

Tuesday, Wednedday and "Thureday
—open until 10 p.m.

“BUNDAY,'\MARCH 17,members apd |
fflends of the Workers Party .are ag-

“gembling’iat the ‘places ligtdd i below
toygo-out and.obtain: subscnpuons Tor
"LABOR 'ACTION:
276 Fulton '8t and- ﬂmm ,Beroolmm
21.43 Seventh Avenue, | Room ll.iﬁ.
‘Mahhattan.

Jl:l West I4th ..Streat, ".8rd .ﬂanr..

hattan,

LYN. iBRANCH, - swm;
Party, Thursd,ay, March :L-i :3Q pim.
TPHE A0 SAND HSTREL ¢ AS=
TIES (The Stury Behind the. Su‘ikag).
“E. 'Victor, Labor - Seeretary, ‘Workets
+Barty, <Liocal ‘New : York. . Place: %76
Fulton Street, Thim Floor., -

., YORKVILLE 'BRANGH, -Wovkers
Party. Thursday, .March.14,:8:30, p.m.,
“I'AE"UNO AND  TOWER"® POLITICS,
+3L. "Fenwlick. - Place: Mozart’ Hall, 7§28
East 86th Street, Third. F]oor YT

CCHELSEA “BRANCH,  Workers
Par:ty. WEdnesday, March 13,.8:30;p.m.

“IHE “AUTO 'AND 'STEEL DYNAS-
SIS TheStory ‘Behind the’ Swikes).
E. Victor; Labor Secrel.a,rx, Worker
‘Party, 'Toenl ‘New " York. . ItCe f
“West: 14th. Street, 3td-Floor, . -
"BROOKLYN ~BRANCH, Worqua
“Party. "Wednesday, “Marth 13, ©8330
p.m,_THE UNO _AND: POWER. POLI-

TPICS, “H. *Fenwick, Place: 276 *Fitlton
AStrest, '3rd..Floor.

\ HARLEM BRANCH, Workem I'&!‘-'

“ity,Wednesday, eMarch 513, 38130 pirn.
SOO!A’.LISM J‘NDJDEM‘)GM&!D-J’V‘
“ing “‘Howe, LABOR 'ACTION ' Biiff.
+Made: 2143 .Beverith “Avenue, JROOmM
06.. The, JEeneral 1pubuc‘,ig ‘invited( to
“jbin wssidn . onr i éducational iand Yais-
. cussion meetings on: Wqﬂpe.aﬂ,am_,em-
nings &t 9 o'clock, “The ‘headquartsrs
‘d¥e-ulSoopan onMondays. and Hpi-
t:;agsl'm informab digeussions,: uge.ot

i LY, 11 are.. welqnme, <
QUEENS ‘Brri%dﬂ. Workers
“ty,  Thursday, “March ‘14, “8:30

“NOCIALISM 2AND: BEMOGRACY,
Ang -Hwa LABOR ACTION 'ﬂul‘r.
P-lace To be announded .Rext Week.

PHILADELPMIA
“EPB ADQUARTERS, 1106 "WHltitit8t.
AN PEDRO

LABOR “ACTION HALL, 'm:m '"ao
Meyer 'St.’

‘e :
 For, infm-matian ‘of other 'Wur‘ket's
Party branches and’ LABOR ACTION
:ititfices, wiveite to 'the *Natfionhl Oifige,
194 West 14th Bt New: th!k 11,7N.X.

Where#o Buy LABOR ACTION
And THE NEW INTERNATIONAL

AKRON

News Exchange, 61 South Main St.

Kallas Cigar Store, corner.Howard
and Market.

“National“News 'Co., 333 Sotfth " Muin
Street, :

La Salle ‘Ihoun&inMSer-viea. . 620
Sotith "Miin ‘Street.

CLEVELAND

“Wheatman's 'News “Store,” 735 ‘Pros-
pect Ave.

PETROIT

At Mlchlgan and She!by.

cAtsCass 'and Afickigan.

Family Newsstatid in front of ‘Fam-
fly Phester, “Cadilac: @qlays,

‘Carl's ZBodkstote, mod-vmﬂi &enr
Clmrnront.

NEWARK
Stmtm:w Juskshitp, @20- xl&ﬁ&ﬂ'&‘m?
“Soclalists ankva.t wer’Wﬁ'lll
“A Series of"3 Friduy ’Ev‘enlhg
Fdrumms gt 8Eh ¢
Friday, Mdrch 1: Revolt in ‘theé East
~Speaker: Hatry..Sachs.

Friday, March 8: The Atomi¢ Bomb .

Speaker: Leo Stéinmetz 3
Friday, March 16: UNO—New Arena
for Power Politles
Speaker: Robt. Shaw

~BROOKLYN

“Curtio “Bouskshop, &
near Stone,
. wl?mxtnw.d% Boek-&ﬂay«ﬁbve FITOWS -
bland ‘near Pitkin Ave.

8. Rifbnitz, ‘841 Straus St.,
“#tand, ‘near ' Pitkin Ave. ;

“Palace Bobkshop, 1817 St. John B,
c01ner Saratoga Ave.

“Wald, iRutlatid “Rd., ‘corner iB.

.98th St

N. Tutnin, 792 Franklin Ave.,” near
“gorner “St. “Yohn. Pl

SRovinsky, 816 Washington fve., fat
JEastern Parkwa.y

MANHATTAN:
ktﬁb‘rn’s, 462 smhm‘ve near tith

mh St.‘afd. Sixth
{3ith “St. and Po

965 “Butter s,

‘ﬂeﬁ’é~

.Mre.
14th ‘5t, .gbd I{nivarsity Place,
JHidesnuals (BoSK ' Store, Second
Avé, between 11th and 12th Sts
HaBt. and Sfkth. JAVE.
“Rutkin's,, A20d St., near Public i
“Hvdty.

I.!_.....-'\-£ 3 il *
1i6th 8t. and Lenox Ave.
116th St. and Eighth Ave.
f;g?hSeventh Ave,

th St. and St.-Nicholas Ave.
,125th St. and Eighth Ave.
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‘Mr. Attlee Is a Liar!

“Olement -Attlee is head of the Labor Party
‘efibinet ‘in Great- Britdin. When the revolt of the
“Indign-sailors broke -out last week, Prime Minister
nAttlée—the leader of a party which claims o
“gpeak’ in the -interests of labor and freedom-—was
‘foreed to state the attitude of his government.

iAmd-'se, ‘while British troops ‘were shooting
“‘down: the Indian sailors and the people of Bom-

bay and Calcutta who had demonstrated in sup-
port of the sailors, Attlee issued a statement whiche
slanderéd, the masses of India, which ignored the
real pohtical issue: the’ desire of the Indian people
“for-nationsal independence.

Aftlee -said that the revolt (which in best im-
“peridlist fashion; he disdainfully called a “mutiny’)
“had’ been-provoked by “Left Wing and Commu-
“#iist élements.” He further said of ‘the Indian

sailors “that “only their unconditional surrender
»would-be accepted.”

#Consider thodé “two statements for ~a minute.
TThe Indjan sailors; ground down by the feudal dis-
cipline-of the’ British navy, humiliated by the ra-
:cial .diserimination to which they are .subjected,
~discontented with the segregation the British offi-
.cers.:-impose on: ‘4hem—these Indian sailors were
.ﬁ.nnlly :goaded inte desperate rebellion. And what
does the Labor Prime Minister say about that? That
it was merely inspired by “Communists!” Could
Churchill have done better in behalf of British
“fmperialism?

. *And 'then that nauseating phrase about ‘“un-
“ponditional surrender.” Is it the attitude one would

“The possibility of a subway. strike in New ‘York
has thrown that city into an uproar, For thinking
‘workers there are a ‘great many interesting points
‘to"be noted about this situation and in this issue
of LABOR ACTION, we wish to-comment briefly
on 7just a few of these points, leaving more de-
*'tailed ‘comment for next week when, we hope,
‘there will be more space in the paper:

(1) It's a long time now since we've seen such
an orgy of red-baiting and union-hating propa-

" sgandaiin New York, The Hearst press, the ‘Scripps-

‘Howard “World Telegram the staid Times are:en-
»gaged dn -a race to.see which can ‘slander the

7 ptpansit sworkers mostviciously, They -work ‘thems. .-
-+gelves into a frenzy of hysteria at the very thought

that the 32,000 transit workers—whose wages are
approximately 20 per cent below those of similar
workers in many other cities—may exercise their
right to strike. We of LABOR ACTION, together
with all other militant workers,. are not one whit
‘fazed at all this blather about “you can’t strike
against the government.” Any time workers have
“arbeef, .any time they fight for a decent living, it

#’j8 the job of labor to. come té their support—mno
i‘matter. against whom' they're striking,

(2) There’s a special viciousness in the press
campaign against the transit workers. The bosses
and their press agents say that if the transit work-
“ers’do get their $2 a.day raise, the subway fare will
“have to be raised because the subways are already

“running-at‘a'loss. Bunk! The subways are running

“at-a loss because the various city -administrations
—both Tammany Hall and LaGuardia—have per-
smitted them io -be saddled with' the fantastic .in-
Aerest. fates which the bankers impose upon ithe
.subway. system, The interest.on the subway books
~has been paid many times over to the bankers,
+who just keep getting rich from it. That’s why the

+ subways run at.a loss.

. Even as un-radical an observer as Newbold
Morris, former President of the City Council, notes
in articles in the New York Post that were it not
for _this interesg burden which is making the

“bankers rich and the people poor, the subways

coiild be run at a profit! The result of this banker
squeeze has been: low wages for the transit work-
‘ers; wretched service and. old trains for the people
of the city; and the constant threat over oyr heads

of a'raise in fare to 10 cents. On guard against the -

big shot realtors and bankers! Keep the fare down

‘o 5-cents; give the transit .workers ‘their raise;:and

get the money to:do both by putting an end to the
scandalous leak of the peoples’ taxes into the

- bankers’ coffers!

(3) If, as seems likely, the transit workers get
their raise, you can expect a big hue and cry
about “the need” either to raise taxes or raise the
fare. This is.the way the steel and auto bosses have
passed on. to the consumers the. rdises their work-
ers got. What’s the good of raises if 'priees go ‘up

-expect from a “leader of labor” towards a people
whose only crime.is their desire to control their
.own destiny? By the use of that. phrase, Attlee
adopts the same attitude towards ‘the Indian peo-
ple, towards his “comrade” Nehry, as he was sup-
posed to have adopted towards the Nazis. Could
any phrase.more completély show how.much Attlee
—whatever his verbal promiseés—has continuéd the
imperialist policy of Churchlll"

If ‘Attlee shad.one spark.of: dmnocrauc deeengy.
one ounce of socialist internationalism in his soul,
he would have said: “We leave India. We break
‘with the shameful record of British imperialism.
‘We withdraw every soldier, every gun, ‘every civil
:servant, every. "lmperial agent. " We. leave you, ihe
-pedpleof “India, fiee .to rule. ynutselves .as .you
should have always been free; we leave you to
make of your nation what you will. The day of
imperialist: rulership is .over.”

But ‘Attlee says notHing of the kind. As irr every
other ‘phase of British " political” life, he and " his
Labor Party pursue their policy of. perpetuating
capitalist rule, of- bulstemng ‘the British Empn-e
As his Foreign Minister Bevin. said, “I am ngt_pre-
pareéd to sacrifice .the British Empire . . . "These
are exactly the words Churchill used a few years
ago. And to veil this wretched pohey, Attlee must °

“have recourse to the oldest of slanders: it’s only

a “Communist plot.”

To -which we say—even .if it .isn't.considered
good form in Eton—you're:a bloody liar, Mr, Attlee!

Quill, 0'Dwyer, Profits, Wages

with them? The workers need wages that 'go up—
and prices that stay down! And that can be.done
‘by having the raises come out of the bloated ‘profits .
the bosses made during the war. That was “the
original proposal of the 'GM 'strikers before Phil

‘Murray ‘gave ‘them 'the axe. The “GM program”—

wages up; prices down—is the red-hot need bf the
workers everywhere. It-is ‘the need ‘of the transit
workers. They must get their raises. But the raises
must ‘be covered by cutting out the“financial en-
slavement of'the subway system to the bankers;
and not by -passing it on ‘to’ the~people ‘'who ride
the subways. i

B e

And.-now a word .about the.leadership of the
“Transport . Workers . Union, which means Michael
Quill and. his friends, Everyone in New. York knows
what Quill..is:..a close supporter of the Stalinist
movement. Today Quill is shouting bloody murder
-against the head of the subway system, one. ex~
General Gross,-who has the mistaken idea that he
can bully ‘workers -the sway : generals kick around
Gls. Gross is.a no-good labor. hater.and. he should
be shown up for that. But why is Brother Quill so
silent..about..Mayor . O'Dwyer? -Why..does--he..de-

velop an advanced case of tongue-tied reticence
when it comes to attacking the man who is’behind
Gross, the man without : swhom’ Zero-GrnlI ‘couldn’t
move an inch—that ‘s, Mayor. O'Dwyer?

Could it be because Quill and his Stalinist
friends supported O'Dwyer for mayor? The.very
same O'Dwyer who appointed the very same Gross
.dgainst whom Quill is so bold! There's the result
of the rotten policy of supporting capitalist can-
didates for office. " They glad-hand you when they

need the vote. As soon as they're elected, they

.give you ‘the'boot: ‘'O’'Dwyer appointed labor-hating
Gross. Don’t forget that. O'Dwyer sent Sarnoff and
MecGrady, two ‘big shot -officials' 6f “RCA, “as ‘the
“peoples representatives” to talk to Philip Murray
in Washington. Why? Since when are.these {wo
capitalist officials - of 'a ‘million doNar- corporation
the ‘“representatives of ‘the people?”
But—you-make ‘your bed and ‘you sleep ‘in ‘it.
‘Quill”and his" Stalinist friends ‘made a“ratten ‘deal
with Tammany Hall and they put a puny ‘gang-
‘buster into "City Hall. Now ‘he's turned ‘against 1a-
bor—as sooneror later ‘all capitalist pbliticians ‘do.
That’s the price youpay, Mr. Quill, for yourrotten
policy. You, and your Stalinist friends with your
stranglehold von the -.American . Labor Party, .put

" O'Dwyer -inoffice. Now. youre -getting back what

can be expected fromihis type.
There’s .a lesson -to-be learned ‘here. “Workers
need a party of their:own, onethat's not tiéd ‘up

*with capitalist, politicians. -And.it !is ione of dhe
«main cripnes of people like Quill and the other Stal-

inists and Stalinist ‘stooges that they tied -the
uhions they control to the tall of Tammany Hall

“in New York

Fl

New York 11, N. Y.

For an 8-Page Labor Action!

The ‘Drive is on! LABOR "ACTION -will be expanded to 8 pages. The first
| issue-of:the ‘8-Page ‘Paper-will ‘appear:on June 17. On April 1 a sample copy
]+ -ef-the 8Pager will appear so-that-&ll-our readers may see for themselves
| -what :a great ‘advance 'this expansion ‘will represent.

The thousands of dollars required to make this advance must come from
our readers. We .appeal to.every reader to send us a contribution o make the

expansion possible. Fill out the blank below and send it to us at once. Make all
-checks and money orders. payable” to: LABOR ACTION, 114 West 14th Street,

ANAME Lo st ) S onatiesin :

GADDRESS .......occo.ccorerrr S R R e

By IRVING HOWE ~

‘"What ‘will be the ‘character of the Stalinist régime
in‘Russia, now that the war is over? This question, which
has interested the world for many reasons, may now be
partly answered on the basis of Stalin’s “election- speech"
and ‘his “Order of the Day to the Red Army.” Leaving
‘aside the-rhetorical ‘pap, what Stalin' said was" this: '

“Comtrary ‘to the expectations ~of the weak-brained
‘Stalin ‘sympathizers ‘in other countries, ‘there will 'be
no relaxation in the Russian totalitarian régime. Those
‘who':fooled: themselves with the idea that once the war”
was:over.and the danger.of Nazi .invasion.removed there -
‘would tbe .a gradual “democratization” of the iStalin ré-
.gime, aust. mow: face ‘the reality. . .The :elections, just: held
followed the same “Vote Ja” paitern as previous Staiin
-elections: no ‘ioleration :of opposition; -the wunanimity
which comes only -with terror and-a ;paralyzing-spy.sys-
' tem;iin short, a farcical mockery of :democratic processes,
And: this pattern will.continue. - .

Stalin -said ‘ that the war machine, -which had been
“built up. by ‘driving millions to the verge of hunger and
by depriving the masses of cgnsumer goads, would be
continued. In ‘fact, it “is-:obliged imot :only. to Jkeep up
awith-progress in: the.art.of -war ‘but to.advance: it.” The
militarism which had pervaded every -arena of Russian
life will also be perpetuated: “Firm discipline and strict
mllltary sorder” are the needs that Stalin -emphasizes,

'ONE'IMPERTALIST VERSUS ANOTHER .

"Not a word from Stalin about demncrahzatmn of . in—
ternal hfe—samethmg, by the way,. whu‘.h only the most
inaive ever-expected’ from him!.He does have. .a ward
in:his gpeech about “raising the-standard of ]mmg," Jbut.
it is.completely 3ub0rdmated to the perspective of con-
structmg sa:gigantic military machme
. .:Why, this ;perspective of continued.and imsr,eased muli-
itarization? The -orthodox Stalinist explanation - is that
Russia.fears the capitalist powers, but .that :is.an-explana-
tion we cannot:acecept.-At the moment Russia .stands . in.
.no :particular .danger-of attack from.the capitalist..pow-
-.ers.;The .conflicts that-exist between them .are not based
< OM 1 jdga.lugica.l issues; the -Western powers know .that
Russia is not, and has not been for a long time, the .source
of “working -¢lass revolution. On the ‘contrary, “Anglo-
sAmerican ‘capitalism remembers how éfficiently the Sta-
“lin:bureaucracy has helped them.to stifle and destroy
working. class revolutions in- various countries. 'The
“basic source.of conflict ‘between Russia, on the one lmnd“
and America and Britain, on the other, is imperialist ON
“BOTH ‘SIDES! : -

The ‘British are'fighting -deeperately to maintain their
sempire; ‘and -at the moment Russia is making what are
for the :British  “ominous” moves to muscle into the
‘Near "East, “the lifeline 'of ‘Empire.” The United ‘States,
whose :imperialist .domination .inclines toward ‘financial
control rather ithan territorial rule (though the:latter is
by no means unusual) is-also interested in getting Russia
‘out of the places into which she is-at present moving,

~“But the Russian imperialist ‘expansion becomes -in-
“creasingly compulsive in iits nature: the low ‘level -and

wpoor organization. .of ‘Russian-economy ‘are ameng the

factors' which prod the Stalin, bureaucracy into further
~imperialist -adventures, -At:the-anoment, Russian:droops .
are propping up puppet-régimes;ina number:ofiBatkan
-countries; :Russian troops persist :in Manchuria long
.enough,. at least, to filch-every movable: piece.of -eapital
-goods; Russian puppets grab a.piece of Northern Iran
rich in:oil;.and Russian.imperialism even reaches out to
grab a piece of Africa, Tripolitania. ..

(In"passing, we wish to ask those people who deny
‘the imperialist character of the Stalin régime: ! Just-what
is the nature of its African ambitions? ‘Are they: also

1 renords, somewlmi

“merely an attempt to proteet its borders by support:mg
friendly countries”?)

" The’Russian economy .has been thrown back consid-
-erably by the war; whole.industries have been destroyed.
‘But it 45 not these factors which are basic. What is basic
is that'Russia. is not. a working class state but rather a
buheaueratac collectivist dictatorship in which there .is
no motive. for. genume working. class _effort for produc-
-'tlve:efﬁe;ency and.. expansion; (other than the fear of the
‘NKVD; the secret. pohce) Russia is a country.in which
the » pnralyzmg grip. of _bureaucracy, .of dictatorship,
makes impossible. that working class. initiative which a
sema.bst régime would, stimulate, Terror..and. efficiency

/.don’t.go well together—not, at least, for very long. Bu-

reaucracy .and ‘democratic workers’ E;mtn;atwe. don't go
-well logetheru-nat, .at_least, for very long.

..~The -economic exploitation within Russia is. not -based
—as s, for instance,. capitalist exploitation in America—
-on Ah@ghly developed and technologicdlly advanced and
efficient economy.’ ‘On the contrary, the exploitation is,
.s0 to speak extensive rather “than intensive. A very
ssrllmng example of this is seen in the Russian nse of ‘the
.oil - wells it has - grﬂbbea in' Hyngary and. Austria, ; The
Stalinj.st press gleéfully announces that “under the.guid-
ance.of the. Beloved Leader” (who is of -course also an
.expert.on drilling wélls...) new records ‘in ¢il acquisi-
-tion:have been set ‘in"Hungary and "Austria. Bul these
similarly to Stakhanovism, the Sta-
.llnist equivalent of:the-speéd:up, are set by ‘means of
incredibly wasteful exploitation of- mtnral resources, of
+working the- -wélls: so- ptithlessly’ today ‘ihat their value
-will. he: lost tomorrow. This is- the: economic “method of
the _Stalinist" bureaneraey' extensive, wasteful,” primitive
explnitatlori.

And it iga me’thod whleh forces mtenmttent attempts
at- EXTERNAL expan'smn “The “Stalinist -armies have
Jooted half-6f"Burope and’half of China, too. They: have
-sent ,l_:laek to Russia—without the slightest regard for
the..peoples of the occupied countries, even those who

-were ‘allies"—entire.industries.:This is.not-the classical

kind .of capitalist imperialism ‘in ‘which: the -capitalist
country tries to sink its surplus capital into: the back-
ward country. It is ‘;ather_'_a_ kind of “primitive accumu-
1ation” by bureaucratic colleétivism spurred .on by its
internal economic backwardness and its greed for ac-
‘quisition. To. achieve thisend ‘Stalin needs tremendous
‘military forces; nobody will submit to-his plunder will-
ingly. Result: ‘his call for increased war production, his
emphasis on “firm ‘discipline;” his statement -that con-
sumer-goods-production ‘wifl remain subordinate to war
production. _

“This is not the picture of a state ‘moving toward so-
‘cialism; it is not the-picture .of a workers'=state. It is
rather the-picture of a totalitarian dictatorship, driven
to more and more reckless adventures by -its internal

~contradictions. The bureaucracy ‘doesn't “give a .damn

about the internal-standard -of living, other than having
:it* high' enough for:the Russian wworkers to .continue as

~&fficient slaves. Concretely, that probably means a cer-

tain . increasedn:ithesstandard. of living, for-the near-
starvation Jdevelof:the war years.cannot be maintained

“indefinitely. But too:sharp an increase is ot .entirely to
.dhevinterest of the-Stalin bureaucracy.-For.an increase
.of :considerable ;proportions . in.the standard of living

means :an .increase -in .leisure..and culfure among the
masses; that means.,a “chance to .breathe and think";
.and THAT is.a danger to the jbureaucracy. Terror, bu-
reaucracy, low living standards, primitive economy, im-
perialist expansion—all..of these characteristics of the
Stalin régime.are .intimately related. They are its trade-
marks. They will continue to be 80 in the post-war
‘period.

. GREECE
Negotiations to unite all the Fouzxth

~Internationalist. forces: in Greece:are

now going on. Agreement has been
reached on how the pre-unity. dis-
cussion. shall be carried on and how
the wvarious tendencies will funetion

in the unified party. This agreement-

-was signed by the Internationalist
Workers Party, the International
Revolutionary Party .and the Inter-
national Communist Party of Salo-
nika.

During * the unity discussions, a
theoretical magazine, the Fourth In-
‘ternationsl,’ will be published by an
- editorial ‘board ‘composed of three
smembers from-each 'party.: This pub-
lication will ‘print the ‘platforms of
the ‘various factions, -discussion arti-
‘cles,. and ‘ Fourth International docu-
ments. on: subjects that will come un-
der - discussion: at ‘the ‘unity conven-
tion. Combined membership .meetings
of all.parties.are planned for the ipre-
unity discussion period.

The three parties to sign “this
agreement have been:carrying on ex-
tensive activity in Greece. The Inter-
national Workers . Party issues a
newspaper, 'The Workers’ Struggle,
-and-‘has - reecently ‘published in bool
form.Leon .Trotsky’s. Revolution Be-

trayed and John Reed’s Ten Days

That Shook the World.

Members of this party are active
“in the irade union movement, and
“their “activities, plus ‘the fact that
-they -are -party amembers, are often
mentioned in the :party’s press. The
International Revolutionary Party
issues the paper, Workers’ Front, and
it recently publishéﬂ the Lenin and
‘Finoviev 'pamplilet, Socialists and the
-War, .The.left wing of 'the Socialist
Party renent-ly .lmnad the IRP. One
of tlm ‘highlights in ‘the recent activ-
ity ‘of the TEP was a student demrm-
stration at ‘the University of Athens
Jded--by :members ‘0f the IRP. The In-
_fernational Communist Party of Salo-
nika publishes .a newspaper, The
Spark. ;
The agreement signed by the
three parties calls upon all 'other
“revolutionary ‘socialist groups in
Greece who ivill-adhere to the pro-
gram of the Fourth International to

-Jojn them. in forming. the new parfy.

A non-party group. expected to.join
the wunified .party .is.an organized
group of. trade .unionists who . func-
tion.as .a fraction .in the unions,.con-
sider themselves Fourth. lInternation-
alists, but who have .up to.now.re-
fused to join any of the parties be-
cause of the division in the:ranks of

‘the 'Fourth ‘International parties in

Greece,

BELGIUM

Under the headline, “Trotskyist
Unity' Realized :in  Belgium,” the :fu-
sion of two'Belgian ' Trotskyist:move-
‘ments was “recently -announced .in

“Workers’ ‘Struggle, .organ ‘of: thevRev-
“-olutionary- Communist Barty, official
-section of the Fourth International..

"The fusion: took:jilace:between: the

_official section and.ihe.International

Communist. Group, whose.most, prom-
dnent , leader...was .the well .known

. revolutionist, Vereeken. oy

The fusion welds a split which had
-existed. since.1938.

The name of the new organization
is the Internatignal Commupist Par-
ty. Its organ ‘will remain Workers'
Struggle.

, Amn elecioral qagnpaign ZWag, con-

“ducted by :our’ Belgian .eomrades.in

an effort to win several seats in Par-
Jiament,

The election appeal a.dvaneed the
following slogans;.

A sliding scale M wa.ges and a unl- .

form pension.

Workers’ control of iprotlifction’ and "

of prices.

Nationalization of jndﬂstry without

compensation.

Immediate abolition of the mon-
archy. : A . .

A government -of -workers’ .parties
and trade uhions,

The corminiiist revulutlon

SOUTH AFRICA
We were very happy to.receive re-

cently several publications of our

South . African _comrades, . including
their ‘paper, Socialist Action.

In the 'October, 1945, issue.our com-
“The |
Workers International League, after _

rades statéd ‘the “following:

prolonged discussions, has changed
its main ‘direction of - woik....'!‘he

ﬁrst ‘political task o! the “non- Euro-
;pean worker ‘in ‘this ‘country lied in

.,thc creation of a mass national liber-

ation movement to struggle for eom-

_plete freedom and equality.”

. _This movement is to be built upon

the following eight points, supple-
mented by other democratic and

‘fransitional .demands::

(1)’ The vote for every man and

woman-over the.age.of 18,

- “(2)Abolish all. segregatmn and the ,:-

i the: color:bar.laws.

“{3) . National ;minimum wage of .
' three ‘pounds. sterling :per week.for -

all unskilled .laborers.. i
‘“(4) “Forty-héur :working «week.
#{56) 'Full: recognition . of non-Euro-

“pean trade unions. .

#(8) ‘Bqual - redistribution of the

' land.

“(7) Unconditional independence of

. South Africa from the British Em- &

pire.

“(8) Hands off the European and
colonial workers.”

-9

In _the_ section headed “Fourth In-

--ternatlonal News” the comrades took

iand. our organizatjon, .as
“Moves toward the unification of the !

cognizance. .of the unity: moves be-
tween the . Socialist Workers Party
as _ follows:

‘two {Trotskyist igroups .have been

made andiare-welcomed by us.”

. ‘Detroit Forum

"DAVID COOLIDGE
National Labnr Secrenu-y
: of the
Workers Party
will.speak on -
¢ FEPC f
Friday, March 8, 8 P M.
Admission Free
Labor ‘Action Hall
3773 ‘Gratiot (near Mt. Elliott)

-DETROIT SCHOOL

The .Detroit (Workers Party
_School has .changed its schedule
of classes. Consult the Workers
~Party- -golumh - ‘on- page 2 iof this
ue_for.thesmew list of dates,
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By JAMES M. FENWICK

LOOK WHO'S TALKING!

‘Brigadier General H. C. Holdridge, after a com-
fortable army career of twenty-seven years, duk-
-dng ‘which, so far ‘as-we know, he manifested ho
(great alarm over: theearmy system;recently groped
-his way out of retirement to: sayisome very :nasty
things about the. institution which sheltered. him
f::; well from the storms of a very chancy civilian

ife.

Speaking against compuilsory. military training
“before: the ‘House .Military -Affairs: Committee he
.said that the.army’s- “most prominent.characteris-
tic is its med1eval caste system which, sets up.un-
surmountable barners between ‘the officer aristoc-
-racy and the enlisted man.”

‘As former: commandant -6f the -adjutant ‘gen-
-eral's. .school ;at ‘Fort Washington, zand - thereby

uniquely -.qualified . to speak upon .the .- ‘infamous |

court martial system of which he was a not. umm-
partant part, he said of the Army’s judicial sys-
tem that “it is-not a system o6f justice at all; but a
system of.military idiscipline ‘and ;punishment ear-
ried over from the,days of Gustavus:Adolphus by
way. of the British Army.”

“The Army ]eadershlp,” he contmued really
getting into his stride, “is class-conscious, ultra-
‘conservative,absolutist,” and the “Army itsélf-of-
-gers' “an-excellent. breeding:ground ‘for totalitarian-
1sm.”

UNRIDDLING THE- RI'DDLE

This.is m!ghty strong langugge,. espemally when
it is reeogmzed that.it. comes.from.one.of. the “of-
ficer ar:stocra;:y” -and. not from.one.of us.anony-
Jnous army semabnumbers. who, as_ls well known,
were always complaining. .

Many GI's, “while .ggreeing. with Holdndges
statement must. have wondered .what . .provoked
it. Passing over the subordinate. personal -reasons
involved, which. we.are not in.a. pos:tmn to-know,
.and -which are, .in. any event,. geared more .appro-
-priately to the intellectual level.obtaining in .offi-
cers'. bars, the  secret of . Holdridge's halr-rmsmg
statement is contained.in one.of the. criticisms. he
made.

Speaking of the Army. réglme, he. sand “It pro-
motes class consciousness and class: cleavages.”

What distinguishes Holdmdge from .some of
the vicious brutes like Patton is not.only the pos-
session of.a few brains. but.a modest.awareness of
the pohtmal and social reality. He recognizes that
United .States.capitalism in.the: ensuing period is
.going to ,be saddled . with, pollt:.cal commitments
all over the globe which will ultimately..have to
be.backed up by armed foree,

He also recognizes .that an,. army raised ‘by. com-
pulsory .methods .and subjected to.such. -a_régime
as now exists in the armed forces wlllt prove a
very unrehab.le one 1or the earrymg outnof WUnited
States capxtahsms plans. for world. polatlcal (and
henge, military) .domination, It Promotes class
consciousness .and. class gleavages.”

-The recent -.GI ..demonstrations -all ,wer the
.world, the similar. acti\dties .in..the ml.tish Army

.and the mutiny .in the. Indian Navy serve.as storm -

signals for persons such.as. Holdridge. .

Hence his proposal for reform xof..the,c‘A,zmy,
so as to make it a more reliable instrument of
United ‘States imperialism.

WHAT OTHERS ARE THINKING

There are unquestionably .other: officers .who,
starting .from the .same- srecognition..of ;the. neces-
sity .of..a .large,. stable United .States .Army, are
.drawing. authoritarian conclusions..They: desire a
less democratic army and a less.democratic govern-
ment,

. Both, however, support capitalism, .its.-armies,
.and .its ‘wars.

Only, socialism, whidh wnll destrey the eeonomie
roots of war, roots wh.wh are imbedded .in the soil
:of eapitalism itself, ean bring.peace.

Seen. from. that: :point of view, Holdmdges re-
.marks, /however. well sintentioned » however “radi-
cal,” are only a more sophisticated method for. 'pre-
serving United: States, capitalism. with..all ifs diniq-
uities, in.a difficult time for world: capntahsm .

SOCIALISM—Tlie ﬂupe

' of Humanity

- By ‘Mcx“ShctMmdn .
Natlonal ‘Secretary of the' 'Workers Party

24 Pages i [ Cents per Copy
- [ ] .

What Is ‘Behind ‘the Situation

. in India. Todqy? :

Read ==
JINDIA.IN REVOLT
By ‘Henry.Judd |
96" Pages '25'Cents per Copy
'Order from

‘Labor Action ‘Bnek Service

114 West 14th ‘Sireet "New York 1L°N.¥.
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Corp orations
On Strnke for
I-Ilgh Prices

By Susan Graen

; 'T'he ex-GI tramps from store to store in search of a
suit in which to reconvert himself from a soldier to a
civilian. But unless he is willing to pay black market
prices, hls search is in vain. Yet there are reported to
be nearly a million suits on manuiacturers shelves, being
hoarded for higher prices.

‘Women are patching and mending men’s shirts to
make them last a little longer because this essential h!t
of haberdashery is either not obtainable in retail stores
or is priced so fantastically high as to arouse indignation.
However, many millions of men’s shirts are kept in
warehouses for higher prices, while the black market
asks and gets up to Slll for a shirt worth not more than
5198

"Butter production is at the lowest level in twenty-

' five years. All over.the city long lines of women and

_children wait for a hand-out. Wholesalers take advan-
tége of retailers, making the latter buy much they don't
want in order to get the coveted tub of butter. Retailers
‘follow the same practice, compelling the housewife to
shell out for a considerable order before surrendering

that quarter of a pound .of butter,

What is it all about? The dairy corporatmns are
frankly declaring to Congress that they will not pmﬁuce
more butter until the price is increased by at least ten
or twelve per cent, and some.corporations are demand-
ing the end of all price controls on dairy products. These
same interests are asking for higher milk prices, on top
of the heavy subsidy the government is paying them,
and they threaten to cut down the supply of the basic
food of children, the sick and the aged, unless they get
what they want by July 1.

‘In the big granaries of the nation, feed for animals,

corn, soy beans and other grains are held from the nor-.

mal markets—for the same reason. The powerful farm
interests are pressing for the passage of the Pace bill,
which would advance farm prices; so food for man and
animal is being hoarded for expected hlgher profits. This
immoral practice is permitted at a time when millions
throughout the: world are undernourlshed and actually

_on the verge of starvation.

Women's hosiery in rayon or cotton is as hard to find
as the needle in the haystack, because manufacturers

. are holding out for price increases. Nylon hose is re-

Jeaséd in dribbles and people wait in endless queues to
Buy a couple of pairs all packed up like a pig in a poke,
without any choice of color and at whatever price is
asked. But commentator Drew Pearson reveals that big
hosiery firms like' Kayser and Gotham actually, have
millions of pairs in stock, reserved for a more profitable
ceiling set-up.

With millions of new housing units absolutely imper-
atlive and with the capacity to build greater than ever
before in Ristory, private enterprise is helding back
construction. Construction companies speak of a few
hiundred thousand units, and they are in ne hurry to
get started. They are pressuring Congress for an end io
all rent and price controls. They want to be able to take
advmta;e of the shoriage in housing to charge all the
market will bear.

_CONTRAST THIS WITH LABOR’S STAND

Contrast these obstructive actions of the capitalists
with the strikes of workers for higher wages. The capi-
talists use their position as owners of industry for anti-

social purposes. On the other hand, workers strike to

get ddequate food, elothing and shelter; to give their
children an education; to maintain the purchasing power
of the whole people and provide an outlet for produc-
tion; to keep employment high. The obstructlomst tac-

ties ot the capitalists for higher profits at the expense of,

the people is an irrefutable argument for the national-
ization of industry under workers' control.

' The powers in Washington naturally do not take this

view of the difference between capital and labor. The
pace has been set by the $5.00 per ton boost in steel.
Without losing a minute, Stabilization Administrator
Bowles tells the House Banking Committee he wmﬂd
favor a rise in ceiling prices on clothing to “sweeten up”
the manufacturers and “encourage production.” In this
connection the reader will be interested to know that the
biefore-tax profits of the textile industry in 1944 was 772
per cent above the pre-war levels.

Mr. Bowles is also said to be in favor of raising meat
prices regardless of the facts that meat packers' profits
in 1944 were 424 per cent higher than in 1936-39; that
the government pays a meat subsidy of $595,000,000 year-
ly; that this subsidy may be upped by $125,000,000; and
that the consumer actually pays these subsidies with the
taxes deducted from his pay as a worker.

Again, House Administrator Wyatt shows a willing-
ness to placate the construction interests by advocating

" a subsidy for them too, and this will be another reason

why our pay envelopes will continue to feel the clutching
grasp of the tax department.

FACTS POINT TO ONLY ONE CONCLUSION

What then is the difference between Mr. Bowles, who
stands out as the chief administration advocate of price
gontrols and who wants the OPA to be continued be-

yond June, 1946, and the National Association of Manu- °

facturers, which campaigns with full-page advertise-
ments for the end of OPA and of all price controls? One
may well ask the question in light of the fact that since
V-J Day Mr. Bowles, as OPA Administrator, allowed
price advances on 4,982 commodities and altogether ex-
empted from ceilings 1,300 other items or groups? One

may well ask the question in light of the additional fact

that President 'Truman has placed Mr. Bowles UNDER
Reconversion Director Snyder, whose leaning toward
the position of the NAM is ‘notorious. But perhaps in
light of these facts the question answers itself!

The failure of both government and industry to meet
the needs of the people for adequate supplies of the
needs of life at prices low enough to make them avail-
abl to all, is indisputable. Patience on the part of the
‘working people is no longer a virtue. The demand for
the nationalization of industry under workers’ control
to plan adequate production and a fair price set-up, can
no longer be deferred. It is the issue of the day, and it
involves the formation of an independent Labor Party
and fighting for a workers’ government to carry out the
nationalization of industry and place it under workers’
control. This is the conclusion to which commodity short-
ages and prite gouging leads.
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Suppori- India’s Demand for Independence! -

Masses Demand British Quit India

(Continted from page 1)

and Tndo-Chinese. If the revolt of the
Indian sailors should spread, we can
rest assuréd the British will utilize
every method of terror warfare to
suppress it.

What stands behind these events?
The situation in India is undoubt-

‘edly confusing in many respects, but

certain things are clear. The conclu-
sion of the war has led directly to
‘a period of open revolt on the part
of ‘colonial people everywhere (Pal-
estine, Indo-China, Java, etc.). This
movement has now extended ’to In-
dia, where it is first beginning. The
conclusion of the war has also re-
sulted in- great unemployment among
the Indian war workers, with rising
prices to offset any gains they had
made. And, finally, there is the great
famine threat in the cities and prov-
inces. )

The Viceroy, Viscount Wavell, has
added to this threat by announcing
to the people a cut in ratiohs to a
level of twelve ounces of grain per
day—not even a pound of food. to
eat per day! (We must remember
that grains are the bulk of the In-
dian people's diet.) The Viceroy ad-
mltted that India is short .millions
of tons of food, and that mass starva-
tion is imminent unless- help comes
immediately.

The people responded to thls star-
vation proposal (“share the hunger”)
by mighty demonsirations. Over 160,-
800 met in Cawnpore; a general pro-
test strike was held in -Allahabad,
where 50,000 workers paraded through
‘the streets. In the cities of Meerut,

APRIL 7 SOCIAL
WILL CELEBRATE
WP ANNIVERSARY

NEW YORK—The Local' New York
Social Committee of the Workers
Party, -which met on Saturday, is
hard at work ‘organizing and plan-
ning for a gigantic affair, td celebrate
the sixth anniversary of the Workers
Party on April 7. The party and. its
friends and sympathizers will cele-
brate - this significant anniversary at
Caravan Hall, 110 East 59th Street,
where many successful Workers Par-
ty affairs have been held in'the past.

Ma.x Shachtman will give a brief

review of the history and activities .

of the party. Singing, dancing to a
first-class orchestra and refreshments
will be part of what is certain to be
a bang-up social.

The social committee is also active-
ly engaged in planning and coordi-
nating branch socials, the first of
which is a joint party on March 9,
sponsored by the ‘ two Brooklyn
branches. Arrangements have been
made for -get-togethers after Red
' Sunday mobilizations for all who de-
sire ‘to participate.

Calcutta, New Delhi, Bombay, etc..
sitnilat demonstrations took - place.
The people are obyiously not pré-
pared to- accept starvation. Even
Nehrit support of the conservative
Gandhi in the Congress Party, has
called upon the peasants of United
Provinces, Madras and the Punjab to
revolt rather than face hunger. “If.
people die of hunger,” he said, “their
deaths will be avenged.” But mean-
while a continued drought in the
Punjab has further worsened the
food sitmation and its prospeects. This
wheat center of India is now expected
to produce only half of its annual
4,000,000-ton crop.

Furthermore, there has been the
whole issue of the Indian National
Army to- further complicate the sit-
uation. This is the army organized
by the former Congress leader, Sub-
has Bose, who became a supporter of
the Japanese. He formed the army
from those- Intian soldiers who had
surrendered to the Japanese at Singa-
pore and Hong Kong, demagogically
distorting the desires of these sol-
diers to help participate in India's
freedom fight. Now many leaders and
men of this Indian National Army
are being tried and sentenced by re-
actionary British court - martial
boards. This has aroused great feel-
ing, particularly in ‘Calcutta, where
Bose was the 'traditional popular
leader. In that city great demonstra-
tions were held against the British,
to protest 'these sentences. Over 45
were killed and 400 injured (includ-
ing 37 American soldiers) in violent
fighting. An important aspect of’
‘this affair is that the Moslem people
(majority of the Calcutta popula-
tion) led it, thus belying the ftradi-
tional propaganda that the Moslems
are “for the British” because they

fear the Hindus.

LABOR ACTION’s demand that all
American troops be withdrawn from
the colonies and foreign areas is
right to the point now, particularly
since the Aperican Army leaders are
‘ready, . without™ hésitation, to help
their British “comrades” quell any
nation-wide revolt. The time is here
to remove every last American GI
from India! ' )

What is happening within' the In-
dian national political front? . Here
the story is still vaguer, due to lack
of information and press censorship,

The conservative Congress leaders,

still anxious for a “deal” with the
British, are nevertheless aware of
the demand for action that exists
among the people.

Nehru, the middle-class "sueia!lst"
Congress leader, tours the couniry,
making radical speeches and an-
nouncing to Attlee that the first re-
quirement” is “recognition and proc-
lamation of India's right to full in-
dependence.” But the next moment
both he, Gandhi and Azad, president
of the Congress, join together in
statements denouncing the masses: of*

B T ] Sp e o)

the great cities for their violent .ac-
tion, offering to cooperaté with the
British authorities to “solve the food
crisis,” and offering thémselves, final
ly, as mediators betweén the British
rulers and the revolting Indian sea-
men.

These leaders, who run the Con- -

gress Party today, desire nothing
more than a seitlement, a “deal™ ne-
gotiated in peace, between them-
selves and the Labor Governmenf. im-
perialists. Their last wish is to see
a mass revolt of the people; they can
be counted upon to do everything
possible o prevent this.

In addition; there is the Moslem
League, headed .by M. A. Jinnah,
which claims to speak, for India's 80
million Moslems. While it cannot be
denied that Moslem “communalism”
and “nationalism’“have grown in the
last years, there is no truth whatso-
ever to this claim. It must be noted
that at the very momént when Hin-
dus and Moslems are participating in
mass strikes and actions, side by Side,
against the common British enemy,
Mr. Jinnah utters dark threats about
civil war between Hindu and Mos-

Pay Gains Vanish --?:--

{Continued from page 1)

mng with that of the steel industry,
whose workers you aim to represent
“justified,” Brother Murray? Even
the Department of Comimerce of the
administration, which claims your
support, has indicated that wage in-
creases surpassing the one you set-
tled for in steel could be ‘granted—
without any price inecreases, and
without making a dent in profits!

RETURN TO GM DEMANDS!

The original, socially conscious, de-
mands of the General Motors work-
ers are the most practlcal to meet
the needs of labor and the consuming
public. '

Walter Reuther, r_eprese_nhl_lg the
GM workers, asked for & 30 per cent
increase in wages to bring standards
UP TO the war level, NO PRICE IN-
CREASES and the  OPENING OF
THE BOOKS. A victory on the pro-
gram would mean a 'genuine wage in-
crease, pald ‘for out of profils. It
would mean that labor, upon receiv-
ing its modest wage gain, would not
have its pocket picked immediately
through the price rises. And not la-
bor alone, but all. the people who
‘will suffer from rising prices would
‘benefif.

For this very reason the UAW-GM
program gained wide support and
sympathy for the strikers from the
middle clagsses. A retreat from this
program, as Reuther has been re-
treating, will injure all of ‘thdse
whose interests. demand lower prices.

The “Open the Books!" slogan .of

/

=%

lem, if independence’ is win, These
threats souhd strikingly welcorhe to
British ears at this crucial timel: /Fhe
issue of Moslcm-l-mndu can only be
settled properly AFTER the expu.l-
sion of the British.

While these .political leaders and
parties maneuver about, negotiate
and plot against one another, the-real
struggle takes place in the cities and
villages. Now a new Cripps mission is
being prepared to leave for India
shortly, to continue the: endless ne-
gotiations. We freely predict it will
not succeed, and India will once again
bid goodbye to Mr. Cripps. For today
there seems one thing on which the
vast Indian masses — workers and
peasants, Hindus and Moslems, stu-
dents and middle class—are united.
They are fed up with 200 years of
British rule and determined to en-
force the “Quit India" slogan,

LABOR ACTION and the Workers
Party, complete -supporters of the
Indian seamen and the people who
stand behind them, will follow this
struggle as it unrolls and do all in

their power to bring the true story.

to the American workers.

¥
the GM program, which ties the
wage-profit-price issues together and
challenges the system of capitalist
entérprise, should be inscribed on the
program of every union. This siogan
is designed to shatter the argu.ments
of the profit-hoarding companies that
they cannot pay a living wage. -

The Treasury Department has just
made public the 1943 corporation
profits, revealing that net profits
‘were four times the pre-war level
and profits after taxes twice the pre-
war level. Even the number. of cor-
porations in the excess profits brack-
et has jumped 26 per cent over the
year 1942, The 68,000 firms making
‘excess  profits lnelude most of " the
_-conntrys .biggest eorporallons, those
which 'have been engaged in the cur-
rent batile with labor over ulsin;
wages.

Open the books! Show. that these
corporations ecan disgorge _their
wealth in the form of wage. mcreases
without taxing the whole public.

If labor is geing to fulfill its re-
sponsibility to itself. and to society,
it must assume political responsibili-
ty. It must supplemcnt its economic
action on the picket lines awith’ pohti-
cal’ actlon If its wage gains are not
to be stolem in Washingion, it must
have its own representauves in
Washington. If it ‘wants to open the
books of the union-busting corpora-
tions, it must have its own board to
inspect those books.

Labor must have its own indepen-
dent political party! Organize for po-

litical actjon through a Labor Party!

is Aimed at

Sub Drive J umps

By REVA CRAINE, Prqss Manager

’ On February 25, the first' thousand new subscriptions to LABOR ACTION
were in our hands. Since this was the hardest hurdle to jump in the drive,
we ‘expect the remaining 4000 subs to roll in very quickly now. Confirmation
of this comes in reports from Workers Party Branches from which we had
not heard previously, and from several LABOR ACTION readers who have
‘joined the ranks of LABOR ACTION Boosters to achieve the 5000 goal in less
than the three months allocated for the present drive.

PHILADELPHIA ENTERS THE DRIVE:

- We have heard from the Philadelphia Branch of the Workers Party that
the preliminary work in the drive has been done and that subs are now on
their way. The comrades there have requested 50 additional LABOR ACTION
Subscription Booklets smce all they have already received have been dis-

tributed and are being filled out.
Distributions of LABOR  ACTION

to the General Electric strlkers who

have been defying an a,ﬂhpieketing .injunction by mass picketing have
brought enthusiastic resppnses. Plans are' under way for subscription gather-
ing at a number of housing projects and neighborhoods in Philadelphia. Ship-
yard workers are eagerly taking advantage of the special 25 cent subscription
offer. The first batch of 21 subs reached us in time to make this week's
sco'rebeard. but this is only a. token of what Philadelphia intends to do.

SEATTLE “PROTESTS"—.

AND SENDS IN SUBS

From Seattle we get the following justified complaint:
“Although it is the opinion of the Seattle Branch that we were shghted'
in the ‘peppy’ wrtte«up in LABOR ACTION (January 28 issue) concerning

]

FOL_I_:OWING:

Name

' SUBSCRIBE NOW. TO— .
LABOR ACTION

114 West 14¢h Street, New York 11, N. Y.

(Tear this Blank and Mail)
SPECIAL COMBINATION SUB OFFER

FOUR SUBS FOR S1L00
Good Inly Until May 1st

FOR $1.00 SEND FOUR SIX-MONTH SUBSCRIPTIONS TO THE

Address
City

. State

Zone

‘Name

Address " - 2

State

Znnh )

City

Name

Address EREE

City

Zone State... e

Name

Address

Zone State

City

1,000 Hurdle |

the past success and activities of various-branches in sub drive—we accept
our quota graciously and seriously and herewlt‘h report enthusmst:c support

from Seattle.”

Proof of this suppnr(- comes in the form of 29 subscl’iptlons for LABOR

ACTION. /

‘We owe the Seaitle Branch an apology because we omlttec_l mcntmn, on
January 28 that in the last sub drive it went way above its quota. We are
more than confident that it will outdo its own record in this drive.

BOSTON FIRST TO TOP ITS QUOTA:

With the aid of several LABOR ACTION supporters, the Boston Workers
Party is the first to go above its quota. One LABOR ACTION booster writes:

“I received your letter with the-sub booklet. I think this method of get-
ting subscriptions is a very good one. I am sending six subs and wnll get the
other four shortly. Very best greetings—J. C. Boston.”

Denver and Ol“egon have gotten into the drive this week, with the latfer
‘writing that its quota should easily be doubled by May 1. The Detroit Branch

ACTION Sunday. -

_has ordered 50 additional subscrlption booklets in preparation for LABOR

The Subscription Drive has been undertaken ‘by every Workers Party
Branch and LABOR ACTION Booster as the first step in our campaign for
the new 8-page LABOR ACTION, which is already being planned. (See page
1 on the Expansion Drive) It is not too late to join the army of LABOR
ACTION Boosters. 'Write  for your subscription booklet today!

With the first thousand subs under our belt, we say—LET 'ER ROLL!

Akron - e 200
Baltimore . 10
Boston 10
. Buffalo 200
Chicago : i 350
Cléveland . c e - 100
. Connecticut _. - . .. 10
Denver 25
Detroit 1000
Hibbing 100
Los Angeles — ... 250
. Louwlsyille oo poppnge - 80
Madison .. 25
Newark . 150
New York oo . 2000 .
Oregon 10
Philadelphia . —. 500
Reading : 75
San Francisco . 200
San Pedro e 250
Seattle : - 200
Streator : 25
St. Louis 3 . 25
' Syracuse ..ol 10
Youngstown ... i 2D
Miscellaneous —..— .
TOTALS Gk

7 23 : 11’
—. P | 10
8 14 . . 140
e 5 25
12 23 65
2 8 6
9 9 ' 36
40 145 145
9 88 88
5 33 13
15" 6L 408
152 o318 - 189
5 5 - 50
21 31 6.2
14 39 50.6
34 84 42
8 .24 9.8
29 38 19
1 .6 2%
! 8 24
3 33 1

374 w52

Shop Stewards
By Ben Ha

Granhng the capltalist c;ass eontraets to g'uarantee
their "company security" makes as much sense as pre-
scribing strength- building vitamin pills to Superman.
Their- “company- secunty" is- guaranteed in-advance by
their monopoly over’ vast resources and wealth, and by
their ownersh;p of ‘the. machmery of preduction in the
basic industries. How éxplain, then, that the union lead-
ers -appear -so-.-ready .to. ¢oncede to “company secumty"
clauses in the. recently sig‘ned n:orxt:r‘ao::ts'J v

' At a recent meeting of Chrysler Local 7, where the

new ‘contract was finally ratified after.a bitter * debate
in which the shop stgwards weére unanimous in their
opposition, R. J.” Thomas tried to explain ‘away the

decision to . yield tothe. “security”” demand. ‘He argued -

that.the strike wave revealed -a conspiracy on the part
of the capitalist class to. destmy__thg ‘union movement, to
wipe it out completely.and to.return_to open shop con-
ditions. -“Under these. mrcmnstances," saad R. J., “we did
the best we could." Company- secunty, according to this
line . of argumentatlon. ‘s a,contéssion to the employers to
buy them off, a.ransoin ‘or-blackmail payment to hold off
the thugs.of cap1tallsm

'I'HE‘ FRU!TS OF GRANTING CONOESSION

‘I‘has, however isa tamiliar theory Do you rememhcr
the arguments in favor of the no-strike pledge? Remem-
ber how. we were. told that we had o surrehder the
strlk,e weapen lest Congress pass antl labor leglslatmn and
dbolish. the right to strike?. That was an appeal. fo the

labor moyement -to pay. blackmail, Its. fruits? ‘We won-

..anti-labor legislation and. anti-strike. legislation.

Yes, the- employers ‘want. to déstroy the unions: But
hlaclumil payments: mmt ston them. Every concession
of ‘this kind is a-sign -of 'weakness -and only leads to
greater bvldness on: the pnrt ‘of . the “capitalist class,

Thé ‘anti-anion consplracy continues. But the. big
busihess elements have been compelled to retreat from
outright ‘unioh busting BY THE POWER AND SOLID-
ITY:-OF THE STRIKE WAVE, BY THE SUPPORT
GIVEN TO THE STRIKERS FROM NEARLY ALL SEC-
TIONS OF SOCIETY -

The company security prov:swns now gwe. the em-
poners -a:tool with. which they . lwpe to whittle clown
the sohdarit.y a.nd strength of .the unions IN, PREPARA~
TIDN FOR THE BA’I‘I‘LES OF 'I‘OMORROW :

AIMED AT SHOP mwm SISTEM

,Agamst whom is the ',‘company secunty” ‘system
aimed? "Answer: " AGAINST THE SHOP STEWARDS
AND' COMMIT’I‘EEMEN gt

; ltl Clu‘yxhr. the "wmpm-secndty“ plnn is meom-
panied by -another  provision, the noforions section. 2
which reads as Jnljom' “The tlnlop, rw&gnhu that the
corporatiéu his the exclusive ﬂ(lil o manage its plants
‘and- direct its affairs’ aod’ wnrkin; fqrdes." Every shop
steward knows ‘what this meags. Instead of being free to
handle gr!evqnoes 1¢ave his job’ whon necese;ary he
can expeethbeéhﬂnedhhis Job.” .

Durmg ‘the Ford negohahons. the- company demanded
and - 5tilk- demands - dozens ‘of :new ‘restrictions on the
stewards: It wants to: cut down their ‘number, 1o’ reduce
their pay:fot: lost: tinie, o' tighten ‘up-on’ thefr righ‘ts. and
to eiimmate ‘many” ut their:. prerﬂgatives.

Who will be penallsed under the company, security
plans? ‘Answer! THE STEWARDS AND COMMITTEE-
‘MEN. When a walkout oéctirs, 6n whom does the com-
pany pin the blamé? The steward. If anything' at all goes
wrong in & deﬁu'tm¢nt ‘who are always' picked out as the
“Ieaders,” as ‘the "instlguors"? Mways I.he stewanis.

Na one: l-;nows these facts' better than the committee-
memand stewards.themselves .and that is why they are
so bitter against  comipany -security. THEY KNOW IT
MEANS - INSECURITY FOR THE UNION

STEWARDS ARE VITAL 'ro 1o

: Why do the employers alm thelr arrows agamst. the
shop stewards?. Because they know thatthe shop steward
system.is. the very heart. of the CIO 1 they can- pierce
that ! heart they can .proceed to destroy the rest. o! the
body at their Ielsure 5 i

oz Who defcnded lrul presened ihe nnions durlrrg the
war? The sllop stewards and coimrhitteémen. The official
leadership, ‘the R. J: Thomas’;: the Phillip Murriys: and
their kind, voluntarily gave up’the cliss struggle. They
renounced the right to strike and fou;hl down their own
membershlp when it tried ‘to defend ‘itself, -

- But the capital:st class did’ NOT give up its struggle
against the workingélass. It trier] to: demeral:ze and' de-
stroy the unions and théir "rlghts It was the shop stew-
ards who' led andcarried on the defénsive struggles of
the werkmgclass. deserted by its top léadership. Thou-
sands of so-called’ “unauthorized” strikes took place. It
was this “unauthorized” class struggle, Ted by the stew-
ards, which held the unions together’ and preserved the
solidarity of the workingclass whlch is now bemg dis-
piayed in the picket Jines.

In fighting against the.company secunty plans we are
ﬁghtmg to’ defend the 'shop steward system. "

Canadtan Spy Scaro
Shows War in Making

After the hot dlsputes among the Big Three _at the
UNO sessions -in London, the exposure of the spy ring
in ‘Canada, which aimed at getting for Rusgna the know-
how of atom bomb manufacture, came us a dramatic
sequence. Imperialist ‘antagonisms add up to war. The

Canadian incident shows war in preparation.
Subsequent events added fuel to . the kindling fire.

Izvestia editorialized that Premier King's action was to

create a diversion from Foreign -Mifﬁister Bevin's failure

'in UNO. Inside Russia the matter ‘is played up Es part

‘of the anti-Russ$ian campaign and comiés as handy propa-
ganda to put over Stalin's plan for mlhtal'y prepared-
ness. p

Secretary _Bymes hastened to brandish the blueprints
of atom bomb manutacture and fo boast that the know-
how is still the sole possession of ‘this goyernment. On
the other hand, ex-Ambassador Joseph Davies defended
the sacred right of ‘every' nation to spy upon all its
avowed friends, and declared that Russia is doing noth-
ing different from what the Umted States is doing or
would clo

However, he of good cheer UNO is estabhshmg head-
quarters right here in this country. W}m{; rhore ¢dn one
desire—unless it be the overthrow of- 1mpénalism of both

. the cap.ltahst and Staluust stnpe

>
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