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Truman-Congress-NAM Won’t Do It:

Miners Stand Fast,
- Defy Boss Barrage

By MIKE STEVENS

The 400,000 soft coal miners began
the sixth week of their strike show-
ing no sign of yielding to the terrific
pressure and propaganda from the
government and coal owners.

President Truman issued a lengthy
report in which he called the soft coal
strike 'a “national disaster.” This re-
port listed industry after industry

* which allegedly will be forced to

close down in a few hours unless the
miners end their strike. Truman ob-
viously issued this report to keep the
organized workers in this country
from solidarizing themselves with the
striking miners. With this report,
Truman hopes to create the feeling

_among the workers that this strike

must be settled quickly or else the
whole country will be ruined. In
other words, this report of Truman's
is only a forerunner for real strike-
breaking action by the administration
if the mine workers do not give up
their struggle.

This strategy by Truman is intend-
ed to give the impression that he has
no other alternative but to take steps
to break the strike because the coun-
try is going to wrack and ruin, He

wants to break the strike and receive

the workers' blessings for doing it.
But he is not kidding any workers
with these maneuvers.

A new low was reached (if that's
possible) in the anti-union propagan-
da of the coal mine owners and in the
editorials of the capitalist press. This
most inhuman industry that snuffs
out the lives of thousands of men
every year because of its selfishness
and greed has the nerve to make
speeches in the press and on the air
pretending a passionate interest in
the health and welfare of the people.

OPERATORS’ ARROGANCE

This industry which has a strike on
its hands right now because it refuses
even to commit itself to making the
mines safe for human beings to work
in, now has the nerve to tell the min-
ers to return to these man-killing
mines without so much as a clause in
the contract that the mines will be
made safe.

The capitalist press is trying to
give the impression that the United
Mine Workers have presented only
one demand thus far in the negotia-
tions—the demand for a royalty on
each ton of coal mined to go for
health and welfare purposes. This is
a lie. The union has made a series of
demands covering wash houses, store
discounts, house coal, safety, equip-

sanitation. All of these demands have
been turned down by the mine oper-
ators during the current negotiations.
Every single one of these demands is
important to the miner and his fam-
ily, and that is why he is out on
strike. Just what each of these de-
mands, which were turned down by
the owners, means to the miners can
easily be seen by a rapid review:

(1) SAFETY COMMITTEES AND
PRACTICES. Reasonable rules and
regulations to protect the person of
the miner. Every mine to have a safe-
ty committee elected by the local
union. This committee is to inspect
the mine and equipment. If the com-
mittee finds conditions which en-
danger the life and bodies of the
miners, it is to report its findings to
the company, and when immediate
danger threatens, the committee shall
have authority to remove all the min-
ers from the unsafe area,

(2) WASH HOUSES. The owners
are to provide and keep in repair
wash houses, convenient to the mines,
and adequate for the accommodation
of the workers for washing and
changing their clothes.

(3) STORE DISCOUNTS. All min-
ers to have a 10 per cent discount on
all goods purchased at the company
stores. Work clothing and eguipment
to be used in the mines, 20 per cent
discount,

(4) HOUSE COAL. All coal pur-

chased by the miners for their own
homes shall be sold to them at actual
cost of production.

(5) EQUIPMENT AND EXPLO-
SIVES. All explosives, powder bags,
cables, detonators batteries, fuses and
other accessories used in blasting;
hats, goggles, special shoes, rubber
boots, tools, and other safety equip-
ment shall be union-made and fur-
nished to the miners without charge.

(6) HOUSE LEASES. All present
leases, oral or written, to be declared
void. Relationship of landlord and
tenant to be established. State laws
to apply, and under no condition shall
a miner and his family be evicted
from the house he occupies upon less
than 30 days' written notice.

(7) SANITATION. It shall be a vio-
lation of the union contract if any
coal operator permits contamination
of drinking water used by occupants
of company houses through drainage
from urinals, closets, privvies or sta-
bles. Before Thanksgiving 1946, all
operators at their own cost shall in-
stall in all houses adequate systems
of running water, bath facilities, gar-
bage collection and sewage disposal
systems.

Although a detalled exposition of
each of these demands is impossible
in one article, nevertheless, the fact
that they are made shows to some ex-
tent the condition that exists and
what the miners have to gain.

Dictionary,”

Carlo, who hJ;lS been with
LABOR ACTION and the Work-
ers Party since thelr founda-
tion in 1940, has powerfully
enhanced the attractiveness
of our paper with his un-
paralleled ability to translate
by a few deft strokes of his
crayon the class and - social-
ist desires of the oppressed
and exploited. His cartoons
and caricatures of prominent
people in the world of labor
and international politics
have often been picked up by
other labor and $ocialist pa-
pers, not only in the United

New Feature by Carlo
Will Appear Every Week

LABOR ACTION’S skillful and renowned cartoonist, Carlo,
has executed a series of drawings which he labels “A Boss's
the first of which we print herewith.

States, but in many other countries.

Carlo’s art is indeed a weapon in the class struggle—a
~weapon that he uses skillfully, mercilessly and tirelessly in
the service of the working class in its struggle to build a
new society of socialism—ifree from exploitation, unem-
ployment, starvation and war. )

Beginning with this issue, LABOR AcTioN will publish
each week one of the series of “A Boss’s Dictionary” and
will continue them indefinitely. We are confident our read-
ers will enjoy this feature as much as do the editors.

A Boss's Dictionary

Selfishness:

By SUSAN GREEN

The issue of price control before the workers and consumers
is a broader one than saving the remnants of OPA. It is the prob-
lem of how the people can take price control .into their own

hands.

Inflation prices are no joke. They reduce the standard of liv-
ing of all of us who live on wages and salaries, and for the lowest
paid groups skyrocketing prices bring dangerous deprivation.
The solution is not, of course, that of the profit-seeking National
Association of Manufacturers and their like who want all price
controls removed. But it is also not in the OPA nor any other
agency of the capitalist government, which finagles prices in the

Shachtman Book

On Socialism
Comes off Press

“The Fight for Socialism,” a pres-
entation of the Marxist program and
principles of the Workers Party, writ-
ten by Max Shachtman, National Sec-
retary of the Workers Party, has just
come off the press.

The book is ideal for use by Work-
ers Party teachers who have long
lacked a suitable text for elementary
classes in socialism.

Every member will want to get it
into the hands of contacts and sym-
pathizers of the party to answer the
questions they have on. the ideas and

prngram of the Workers Party.

Attractively bound, the book is 176
pages, and can be ordered from La-
bor Action Book Service, 114 West
14th Street.. The paper edition is $1,
the hard cover, $2.
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Army Prisons Run Like Concentration Camps

By JOSEPH HAUSER

The Army trial of operating per-
sonnel charged with cruelty at the
Lichfield, England, prison camp, is
still making news on this side of the
ocean, and is shedding some light on
the methods used by the American
Army to carry out the second “War
for Democracy.” The courts martial
system of the Army itself is so un-
fair, and released GIs have. been
making such a squawk about it, that
both Congress and the Army are
planning to revise trial procedure to
give the accused GI a better break.

The Articles of War are the official
laws of the armed forces, and soldiers
convicted by general court martial of
violation of any of these (except for
violation of the 98th A 'W.—covering
various offenses not specifically list-
ed) get a minimum of one year’s im-
prisonment, dishonorable discharge,

ment and explosives, house leases and and total forfeiture of all pay and

allowances due and about to become
due (which means that neither they
nor their dependents get any pay at
all).

During the war most men convicted
were found guilty of black market
operations, AWOL, or desertion, with
the last two providing the real bulk
of the cases. The difference between
AWOL and desertion is technical, so
we can say that by far most of the
men were brought to trial and con-
victed of not being with their proper
organizations at the specified time.

One of the biggest problems facing
the generals in the war was keeping
the men in the line. Thousands and
thousands of men in all theaters just
couldn’t keep up with the terrific
mental and physical hell of battle;
others got fed up with unfair officers,
incompetency and discrimination;
some just got bored with endless mo-
notony and isolation from normal

life and its pleasures; whatever the ’

reason, they “took off” in'large num-
bers. The threat. of imprisonment,
dishonorable discharge and total for-
feiture of pay was not enough to
keep them in line. Therefore the
Army devised an added punishment.
Prison camps instituted all soris of
barbaric conditions for their inmates,
and actually helped. spread around
the word that this hellish treatment
faced anyone daring to take off.

The Lichfield prison camp is get-
ting most of the publicity. Gripes of
former soldiers have forced trials of
the guards at this camp for cruelty
to inmates, but all the evidence
brought to light so far would indi-
cate that involved here were not in-
dividual cases of brutality but a regu-
lar policy initiated at the top. The
Lichfield commander, Colonel James
A, Kilian, is scheduled for trial, too,

but policy comes from

source than him.

a higher

LICHFIELD SCANDALS

During the Lichfield trials so far,
the following facts have been brought
to light and published in the press.
Men were forced to double-time in
all movements, even men with com-

bat wounds on their feet. Those who °

faltered were clubbed across the
shins by the guards. Negroes in mess
halls were forced to crawl and bark
like dogs before they were fed. Men
found with cigarettes were forced to
eat them. Men asking to go to the
latrine were dosed with castor oil.

During the trial of Sgt. Judson M.
Smith, one of the guards, a prisoner
testified that Smith asked another
prisoner where he had been wounded
and, when shown, Smith rammed a
club inte the sore spot. Col. Kilian,

called to Smith's defense, stated that
he regarded this guard as a “model”
non-commissioned officer. During this
same trial, Major R. E. LoBuono,

onetime provost marshal at Lich-*

field, testified that he got his orders
(concerning brutalities) from Col.
Kilian. Major LoBuono also testified
that Major General Albert E. Brown,
chief of the Ground Force Reinforce-
ment Command, told him that treat-
ment at the guardhouse was too soft.
This general, he also stated, told Sgt.
Smith, “You are not tough enough
on these men.”

Yank magazine wrote up the Bo-
logna, Italy, Disciplinary Training
Center last fall and seemed rather
proud of the extremely rigorous dis-
cipline demanded of the inmates
there. Pup tents housing two men
and permanently mired in the mud,

(Continued on page 3)

interest of private profit—
making a mockery of price con-
trol.

While this faking and fina-
gling have been going on in
every industry, nowhere are

they more apparent than in the

price increases granted the giant Gen-
eral Motors Corporation.

MORE GRAVY FOR GM

On April 30, OPA gave General
Motors boosts on its various cars
from $16 to $60 above existing retail
prices. The report from Washington
bringing the glad tidings said: “The
increases reflect the recent wage in-
crease granted to General Motors
workers.”

However, the price’ increases do
NOT reflect wage increases. This is
dust in the eyes. And here is the
proof:

The findings of the ‘Office of War
Mobilization and Reconversion, dated
October, 1945, showed that manufac-
turing industries could increase
wages 24 per cent without reduecing
profits and without advancing prices.
The Department of Commerce on
November 1, 1945, released a report
to the effect that hourly wages could
be raised 25 per cent without dent-
ing profits and without upping prices.
The United Auto Workers, before the
General Motors strike, submiited a
brief to the corporation proving that
wages could be raised 30 per ocent
with an INCREASE in profits and a
REDUCTION in prices, and the union
challenged the company to open its
books and show if the union is wrong.
By refusing the challenge, the com-
pany admitted the union was right.

The wage increase- granted the
auto workers was not 30 per cent.
It was not 25 per cent. Neither was
it 24 per cent. The modest 18% cents
hourly raise was a meager 16.8 per
cent advance—well below what in-
dustry, by the government's own fig-
ures, can “afford” to pay. Yet OPA
grants this powerful industrial mo-
nopoly price boosts of $16 to $60 on
a car. This imposition on the con-
sumer obviously does not reflect wage
increases. It does reflect the assump-
tion on the part of the capitalist gov-
ernment and capitalist industry that

(Continued on page 4)

Sub Drive Tops Goal - - On to the 8 - Pager!

By REVA CRAINE, Press Manager

The LABOR ACTION SUBSCRIPTION DRIVE ended on the
evening of May 1 in what turned out 16 be a neck-and-neck race
between two meémbers of the New York Local of the Workers Par ty
for high score. Comrades were actually out collecting subscriptions
until the very last minute, and when ‘the final resulis were an-
nounced at the New York May Day meeting, Comrade Sara Cole-
man of the Harlem Branch had obtained 110 subs, the highest
reached by any individual in the city. She was awarded a set of
the “Collected Works of Lenin” and a copy of the new Trotsky
book, “Stalin.” Vic Burns, also of the, Harlem Branch, ran a close
second with 91 subs and was presented with a copy of “The First
Five Years of the Communist International” and “Stalin,” two
new Trotsky books. The branch of which both these comrades are
members scored highest in the city and was given a complete set
of the bound volumes of LABOR ACTION for its library.

In other parts of the country similar contests were held and
comrades presented with prizes at the May Day rallies. In Son
Pedro, Comrade Lucy had run up 81 subs and in Los Angeles,
Comrade Ricky had obtained 77 subs. In New York, 26 members
of the Workers Party obtained over 30 subs each and 10.obtained
over 50 subs each. In one afternoon, Comrade Shirley Waller, na-
tional secretary of the Socialist Youth League, obtained 30 subs
and thus won a private bet which netted her a copy of “Stalin.”

Subscriptions kept rolling in from the country for a few days
after the official close of the drive, to bring our total up to 5929—
929 over the goal we set ourselves three months ago. H. S. of Brook-
lyn, who had entered the contest on the total number of subs by
naming the final figure at 59800, came closest and a bound volume
of LABOR ACTION together with a copy of the new Workers Party
bogk, “The Fight for Socialism,” by Max Shachtman, are on their

way to him.

The Subscription.Drive is now officially over. The goal we had

Tt gatndinia, o

set ourselves of boosting the circulation of LABOR ACTION by
at least 5000 new regular readers has more than been e}chieved.
We are proud and happy at the results. But we aré not content
with resting there. We have new tasks before us. In the coming
weeks our main job is to complete the LABOR ACTION Expansion
Fund Drive, to put that over the top so that we assure the appear-
ance of the new eight-pige LABOR ACTION, something which is
of utmost political importance to the ideas for which LABOR AC-
TION and the Workers Party stand. Every reader, every supporter
of LABOR ACTION, every subscriber, is asked to pitch in to com-
plete this drive as well.

Subscription-getting for LABOR ACTION does not come to a
standstill with the completion of the Subscription Drive. On the.
contrary, during the course of this drive new flelds have 'been
opened up to us—more and more our new readers are showing and
distributing LABOR ACTION to their friends and fellow workers
and we are confident that subscriptions will continue to pour into
our offices. On the closing day of the drive, J. M. B. of West Vir-
ginia wrote us:

“Yesterday three of my friends and I delivered the LABOR
ACTIONS which you were good enough to send me to the mining
camp at Pursglove, W. Va. We saturated the area and found good
response from those of the men who were at home. Pursglove has
the reputation of being the most militant and socially conscious
mine in this vicinity. A few of the miners offered to pay for their
paper but we informed them that we should return next week
with another distribution and the following week we should seek

subs.”

\
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We have also been assured by readers of LABOR ACTION that
from now on subscription gathering for the paper will be a regu-
lar activity on their part. Workers Party branches will be concen-
trating from now until the next:sub drlve on obtalmng renewa!s
on expired aubscrlptlons : ;
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the other day:

Although the Philadelphia Branch did not complete its quota
in this drive, it made an excellent showing nevertheless. We know
that subscriptions from that city are going to continue to pour in,®
especially in view of this recent communication which we received

“Last Tuesday we distributed LABOR ACTION’s May Day issue
to a meeting of all UAW locals in and around Philadelphia. The
meeting was called to hear Walter Reuther, newly elecied UAW
president, report on the convention and the Chicago GEB meeting.
The meeting was not too well attended.
one of the 700 or so workers attending received his LABOR AC-
TION. And I do mean RECEIVED. LABOR ACTION was well
known to most of the people. They asked for the paper by name,
came back for it if. they were missed in the distribution and talked
about it familiarly, mentioning the names of leading LABOR AC-
TION writers like Max Shachtman, David Coolidge and Susan
Green. Many workers said they had subs and others had seen or
heard of it at the Atlantic City convention and other distribu-

tions, The paper was read closely.”

In winding up the Subscription Drive, the staff of LABOR AC-
TION and all the comrades associated with it wish to commend the
branches of the Workers Party for having done so excellently in
obtaining the 5929 total and to extend our warmest thanks to the
many readers of the paper who pitched in and helped put the drive
over. We also welcome again the new readers and friends of LABOR
ACTION and cordially invite them to join the ranks of LABOR
ACTION BOOSTERS by distributing the paper among their friends

and boosting its subscription lists.

We face the completion of our next job—THE NEW EIGHT-
PFAGE LABOR ACTION—with confidence because we know that
WE ARE GOING TO HAVE AN EIGHT-PAGER—and in this way
double the voice of 'labor’s most militant spokesman—double the
-ﬁght of LABOR ACTION and the ‘Workers Party in the class strug-

However, almost every

gle with the end of winning out against all forms of exploitation
_and oppression and lighting up the way to a new and sane social

order—socialism.

FINAL SCOREBOARD
Branch Quota May1l Total Per Cent
Akron ... 11 216 108
Baltimore 1 7 70
Boston ..o e 5 68 680
Bulaln: e e 2 84 42
Chicago ... 48 439 125
Cleveland 6 29 29
ColmbUs cuceacmmenna 40 11 44
Denver 25 100
Detroit . 29 749 749
Hlbblng Wl 181 181
Los Angeles e 250 254 101
Louisville . 50 4 62 124
Muskegon . i 25 28 112
Newark .......... e 100 2 270 180
New York . 2000 148 2157 107
Oregon ... 10 2 11 110
Philadelphia . 500 5 312 62
Reading . 5 9 . 100 133
San Francisco .. 200 7 254 127
San Pedro .. . 250 10 261 104
Streator o 25 34 136
Seattle B 200 210 105
St. Louis ... 25 " 33 136
Socialist Youth League . 15 30 50 67
Youngstown ... ... , 25 44 160
Miscellaneous ... h 44
Totals 319 5920 1185
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NEWS AND VIEWS FROM THE LABOR FRONT

Branches Hold Spirited May Day Meetings

NEW YORK

NEW YORK—Over 325 members ana
friends of the Workers Party cele-
brated May Day here at a spirited and
enthusiastic rally in which they re-
dedicated themselves to the task of
building a mighty socialist movement
dn:this eountry. The speakers of the
evening were Ernest Erber, managing
editer -of the New International,
Jackie Robbins of the Socialist Youth
League, and Irving Howe of LABOR
ACTION’S editorial board.
., In the opening speech of the eve-
ning, Howe {raced the background of
.May: Day as an.international werkers’
heliday. He spoke of the courageous
stand of our Fourth Internationalist
comrades in Europe and paid tribute
to those members of the Workers
Party who have fallen in the second
world war, He also described the ef-
forts of the Workers Parly to effect
reunification of the two wings of the
American  Trotskyist movement,
which the Socialist Workers Party
has in effect rejected, which led to
the “shameful spectacle” of two sep-
arate Trotskyist meetings held in the
same building on May Day.

Jackie Robbins, representing the
Socialist Youth League, spoke briefly
of the situation of youth in a capi-
talist world, and urged the many
young people at the meeting to join
the SYL.

The main speaker of the evening,
Ernest Erber, gave a comprehensive
review of the present world situa-
tion. He compared this, the first May
Day after the war, with May Day,
1919, the first after the previous world
war, He showed the devastation

which the continuation of capitalism

has caused in the world: in hunger, in
misery, in destruction of nations and
peoples. Erber then devoted his talk
<9 the special role of the American
working class, which remains, he said,
still undefeated and fresh and ready
to give battle in defense of its rights
and to make further advances. He
cited the recent forward strides of
the CIO, its drive to organize the
South, as evidence. His speech came
t0- an end with an appeal to all of
the friends of the movement to join
the Workers Party and to participate
in its work.

A feature of the meeting was the
awarding of prizes to those members
of the New York branch of the Work-
ers Party who had secured more than
50 subseriptions for LABOR ACTION
in its recent drive. A collection of
over $300 was taken for the Parly
building drive. And then the meet-
ingsended with the singing of the
International, the traditional socialist
song which has always been sung on
May Day wherever workers through-
out the world gathered to celebrate
this greatest of labor's holidays.

AKRON

AKRON — An interesting May Day
Celebration meeting was held by the
Akron Branch of the Workers Party
on Wednesday, May 1. The meeting
was chaired by J. Hess, of Youngs-
town, who delivered a short address
on the origin and history of May
Day as an American holiday record-
ing the great struggle for the 8-hour
day.

The principal speech of the meet-
ing was given by Albert Gates, edi-
tor of LABOR ACTION, who traced
the development of the labor strug-
gle in this country and showed its
continuity from the beginning of the
8-hour day struggle to the present
fight of labor for security against

.

capitalist unemployment and deeclin-
ing living standards.

Two great events, the speaker said, §

preceded the present wave of strug-
gles. They were the deep crisis of the
Thirties which established the in-
ability of capitalism to function pro-
gressively, and the war which proved
.that: the: only way capitalism can op-
erate industry and maintain full em-
ployment is by production for war
and . .for, destruction. .

The end of the war, . he pointed out,
brings back all the problems of the
Thirties . for all workers, but in a
more acute form as indicated in the
General Motors strike, where the
workers were compelled to raise de-
mands which touched at the heart of
the private enterprise system of prof-
its for a few and poverty for the
mass of people. The present strug-
gle of labor, Gates added, must de-
velop into-a great struggle of social-
ism, for real peace, freedom and se-
curity. The avenue to that great
struggle and victory lies through the
Workers Party.

READING

Fifteen workers, mast of them
steel Wworkers, attended the May Day
meeting of the Reading, Pa., branch
of the Workers Party and heard a
talk by James F. Fenwick, columnist
for LABOR ACTION.

Comrade Fenwick dwelt first on
the historic background of May Day,
which had its origin in the struggles
of the American working class for
an eighi-hour day. He poinied out
the changes in the social thinking of
the American workers as was re-
vealed in the QM formula of “Open
the Books.” Showing how the Amer-
ican working class must base its tasks
especially on the infernational pesi-
tion of American ecapitalism, Com
rade Fenwick outlined the nature
and roots of the international domi-
nation by American imperialism and
the forces leading to a new atomic
war.

Indicating that American workers
must oppose and fight against the
reactionary, political aims of Amer-
ican imperialism and must come to
the aid of our class brothers in the
rest of the world, the speaker de-
scribed the choice before us as be-

. tween socialism and atomic destruc-
tion.

Comrade Fenwick ended up by de-
claring that the mnext step of. the
American working clags is the ergan-
ization of an independent Labor Par-
ty which should proceed to organize
a workers’ government. “A workers’
government must be a socialist gov-
ernment that will wipe out the roots
of war.” On this note, Comrade Fen-
wick ended his lecture.

A lengthy and interesting discus-
sion period followed in which all
present participated.

BUFFALO

BUFFALO—Over twenty-five mem-
bers and friends of the Workers Party
branch attended a May Day meeting
at which David Coolidge, Labor Sec-
retary of the Workers Party, spoke.
Coolidge traced the history of the
workers holiday and spoke of the
present political situation. He stressed
the importance of the recent GM
strikes as indications of the militancy
and readiness to struggle of the
American working class. He further
showed the need for a socialist solu-
tion to the problems of the American
workers and called upon those pres-
ent to help build the Workers Party
as a means of reaching that goal.

PHILADELPHIA
PHILADELPHIA—The ‘Workers Par-
ty Local of this city had a successful
May Day meeting last week, About
sixty people, most of them workers
from electrical plants, shipyards and
other large industries, came to cele-
brate this first post-war May Day.

Emanuel Garrett, editor of LABOR
ACTION, was the principal spéaker.
He was introduced by the chairman
of the meeting, a recently returned
veteran from the Philippines. Garrett
presented the program of the Work-
ers Party and recalled its record of
militant struggle during the war. He
pointed out that the Workers Party
alone did not haul down its banner
during the war. It alone continued to
fight for the political and economic
rights of the working class in the
shops, unions and press. He said the
Workers Party intends to continue
this struggle and to increase its activ-
ity by increasing the 8-page LABOR
ACTION.

A represeniative of the Socialist
Youth League of Philadelphia spoke
on the place of youth in the struggle
for socialism. These speeches were
followed by a successful collection
and by socialist songs.

BALTIMORE

BALTIMORE—Approximately tweng
ty members and friends of the So-
cialist Youth League (youth section
of the Workers Parily) celebrated
May Day in this city. Both the mili-
tant spirit of the young comrades and
the colorful posters on the walls
gave testimony to the great holiday.
The speaker, Shirley Waller, na-
tional secretary of the SYL, briefly
told of the history of May Day- and
the significance of this holiday to the
working class movement. This was
followed by a moment's silence in
which all present{ pledged their sol-
idarity with the working class strug-
gle for socialism.
The Baltimore comrades displayed
' their excellent dramatic talent in a
half-hour full-length play about the
life of a young worker, The affair
ended with singing.

LOS ANGELES

LOS ANGELES, May 3—Friends and
members of the Workers Party
branches here celebrated May Day
tonight with a dinner, dance and spe-
cial May Day program which erowd-
ed the Cooperative Center's dining
hall to capacity in one of the most
successful Workers Party events of
recent years-in this area.

The success of the occasion was all
the more gralifying in view of the
fact that ihis morning saw the be-
ginning of a strike on the street car
and bus lines in this sprawling city
which almost completely paralyzed
public transportation and forced the
people to arrive by devious means
from hitch-hiking to taxis, in addi-
tion to private cars. It goes without
saying that the best wishes of the
crowd went out to the strikers!

Highlight of the evening, follow-
ing the excellent dinner, was the
May Day program staged by mem-
bers of the city and San Pedro

branches. Cast in.the form of a radio
March of Time program, “The March
of May Day” presented.both the his-*
tory and political meaning of the
workers’ holiday -in dramatic flashes
from: the story of labor’s struggles
and sacrifice, spotted with four origi-
nal songs written by “Benvenuto”
and sung by a quartet as a hit of the
evening. The dramatic sketch
merged into a stirring talk by Organ-
izer Hal Draper on “May Day, 1946
to conclude the program. .

Proceeds of about $100 went to the
fund to establish the permanent eight-
page LABOR ACTION. )

DETROIT

DEFROIT, May 4—Over fifty mem-
bers and sympathizers of the Work-
ers Party attended the May Day-
meeting sponsored by the Delroit
Branch, Chairman for the meeting
was Ben Hall, organizer,

Max Shachtman, national secretary
of the Workers Party, related this
labor heliday to the tasks of the
American labor movement and its
growing social consciousness, partic-
ularly exemplified by the heroic Gen-
eral Motors strike and the militant
program put forward by the auto
workers.

S. Williams, organizer for the De-
troit Socialist Youth League, spoke
in behalf of the youth affiliate of the
Workers Party. The enthusiastic May
Day rally was accompanied by music
and closed with singing of the “In-
ternationale.,”

CHICAGO
CHICAGO—A spirited ecrowd of 150
members and friends of the Workers
Party jammed into the Midland Ho-
_tel in Chicago's Loop on May 1 to
hear and enthusiastically applaud
Max Shachiman, National Secretary
of the W. P., who addressed them on
the 60th anniversary of May Day.

In paying tribute to our immortal
«comrades, the martyrs of Chicago’s
Haymarket Sguare, Shachtman told
how at that time “the ruling classes
relaxed in relief. They felt that the
upsurging working class had been
crushed, the tide of rebellion stayed
and their own class privileges pre-
served indefinitely. And so it really
seemed. For years aftédrward, the la-
bor and revplytionary movements lay
paralyzed and dormant. It looked as
if the day of working class freedom
would never come. Yet those who re-
mained loyal to their ideals were vin-
dicated again and again. The work-
ing class, here and everywhere in the
world, showed inexhaustible powers
of recuperation and drew on its end-
less springs of strength. And so it
turned out that what once gseemed to
be a crushing defeat, was only a set-
back—so momentary, so slight, that it
now {axes the memory to recall it.

Speaking .of the European workers
who today seem to be at the mercy’nl’
Stalinist tyranny and American im-
perialism, Shachiman exclaimed:
“The crisis of capitalist society is
deep, abiding and insurmountable. It
was a futile war, futile for the masses,
futile for the vanquished, but futile
also for the victors! The futility of the
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war for the masses who aspired so

§ passionately for fredom is summar-

ized in one senience—after their lib-
eration, they are starving in bondage
or' semi-bondage. The futility of the
war for the vanquished is symbolized
by the fact that their Fuhrers and
Duces went to name-less graves ac-
.companied by ‘the curses of all-man-
kind. The futility of the war for the
vietor lies in. the fact that:he stands
as the bewildered congueror of the
greatest heap of ruins of .all tlme__...
Capitalism stands self-condemned.- It
is rotting on iis feet. To try to make
it work for the: people.is like trying
to work out some useful social pur-
pose for the bubonic plague.

“The same applies to Stalinism,
which also seems to have triumphed.
The first victims of the Stalinist vic-
tory everywhere are the worker_s a}nd
peasants; the first martyrs, socialists
and the labor movement. It is not
Russia we should defend.It is the mil-
lions of slaves and victims of Stalin-
ism we must defend and will defend.
This new Fuehrer will have no more
luck than his predecessor. The war
showed this epoch is one of collapse
of old empires, not an epoch of con-
solidation of new ones. When class
exploitation is multiplied by national
oppression, the result is social revolu-
tionary dynamite, which will ex.pl{)dfa
Stalinist Europe and Stalinist Russia.”

The GM strikers demands to con-
trol not only wages, but prices and
profits—said Shachtman—indicate a
first tentative step towards the fu-
{ure socialist revolution, “It was the
most significant vote of non-confi-
dence ever cast by a big group of U. S,
workers against capitalism.... How
much of a step will it be from this
program to the demand that if the
present capitalist government does
not mnationalize industry, that the
workers get for themselves—and by
themselves—a government that will
nationalize industry and run it for the
penefit of all instead of for the profit
of a few?”

“We revolutionary socialists merely
give conscious, organized, systema-
tized expression to the aspirations of
the workingelass itself....To  this
goal and purpose, we of the Workers
Party rededicate ourselves this May
Day, with the new confidence and
courage we draw from the inspiring
spectacle of the advance of the Amet_’»
ican working class, That it will tri-
umph in the end, and bring with it
the triumph of the working classes of
all lands—is our unshakeable convic-
tion. Its victory will be eur greatest
vindication, and the vindication of
the legion of men and women who
have fought fer generations in the
noble cause.”

Prolonged applause and a collection
of $78.75 came from the audience at
the conclusion of Shachtman'’s speech.
1t is quite clear to all party members
and sympathizers that the Workers
Party is on the threshold of a period
of real recruitment and expansion of

‘its local activities as a result of this
excellent meeting.

To confirm this, three days later, on
May 4, the WP held a Cabaret Night
with 80 comrades and contacts pres-
ent, with an ambitious and elaborate
program of food and entertainment.
Th?se. present responded with the
most gratifying comments and assist-
ance to the tune of approximately $70
towards Chicago's quota in the Na-
tional Fund Drive.

While in Chicago, Max Shachtman
spoke on May 3 to 100 University of
Chicago students on “Socialism or
Barbarism."”

' Readens

Finds Subscribers for
WP-SWP Unity

Dear Editor:

I am one of the people who have re-
cently left the Socialist Workers
Party to join the Workers Party.
Since coming into the Workers Party
I have attended a few sub drive mo-
bilizations. First of all I should like
to say that while in the Socialist

Workers Party, I looked upon the-

sub drives to The Mililant as an as-
signment, whereas the spirit in the
WP is such that I eagerly look for-
ward to selling LABOR ACTION
and acquainting people with its gen-
uine and sincere socialist answers to
their problems.

In the course of knocking on doors,
I have met severalspeople who, after
looking at LABOR ACTION said that
they have subscriptions to The Mili-
tant and that both papers seemed so
much alike, they saw no reason to
subsecribe to both. I told them quite
frankly that LA and The Militant
were very similar and asked them
what they thought about unity. Ev-
eryone was in emphatic agreement
that unity would be wonderful and
as soon as they found out that LA-
BOR ACTION supported and put for-
ward such a program, immediately.
took a sub and promised to let The
Militant know where they stood on,
the question of unity.

For me, I am §incerely pleased that

‘the verification of the Socialist Work-

of Ladon

ers Party Minority’s proposal of unity
have come so soon from life itself.
I can only say the workers have the

" floor.

In conclusion I should like to relate
the story of a woman who seemed
skeptical about taking a sub to LA
but took one issue to look over. A
few minutes later she came running
down the stairs after the LA sales-
man saying she decidéd to subscribe.
“I have looked at the paper,” she
said, “and I see that it is really a So-
cialist paper. I would like to receive
it in my home.”

Comradely yours,
—SELMA BROOKS,
April 28, 1946

For Food Rationing
Under Worker Control

Dear Editor:

I for one am disturbed at the atti-
tude of LABOR ACTION (perhaps
lack of attitude would be more cor-
rect, in spite of your space limita-
tions) towards two of the major prob-
lems of 1946: Starvation and the Jew-
ish Question. (LABOR ACTION
agrees that it has not dealt suffi-
ciently with these problems, We in-
tend to improve this situation.—Ed.)

Is it really enough to point out to
your readers why 500,000,000 people
are going hungry, and let it go at
that, after pointing out that only a
Labor Party and a Workers’ Govern-
ment could solve the food distribu-
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tion problem? By the end of this
year, millions of the best people in
Europe and Asia will have: died from
starvation, long before a third party
will have become a major force in
the political arena. I say the best
people because those who are starv-
ing are the honest poor and the un-
corrupted working classes, those who
cannot or will not traffic with black
market swindlers and occupation
army hoodlums. It is the moral duty
of LABOR ACTION, as an American
workers’ newspaper, to come forward
with a program now to aid our fellow
humnas in Europe and Asia.

Instead of tagging along behind,
LABOR ACTION should be in.the
forefront of every honest endeavor
to get food in a hurry to the hungry.
Resumption of rationing under work-
ers’ .control: that is a slogan . that
comes immediately to my mind, a
slogan that means that the American
working class is eager to help its
brothers abroad, and is ready to take
over administration of the program
from those cold-blooded capitalists
of Washington and Wall Street who
are unwilling or unable to carry it
out. The AFL, the CIO, Committees
of Housewives, Workers, Farmers,
should at this moment be clamoring
for the opportunity to help feed Eu-
rope, and the responsibility of run-
ning the job by themiselves without
interference from the Hoovers, La
Guardias, ete., who place their cheap

politics above the sanctity of human
life. The people are willing to do this,
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Look how generously they are con-
tributing food and money to every
organization that is active in ‘allevi-
ating hunger. They want leadership
and it should be the job of LABOR
ACTION to give them that leader-
ship, to show them how to make
their sacrifices count, not for the
benefit of the profit-gorged American
capitalists, but for their starving
brothers abroad.

My second point is simply a protest
against LABOR ACTION'S continued
ignoring of the magnificent battle
that is being waged by the Jews
against British Imperialism through-
out Southern Europe, from Italy to
Palestine. True, you have begun
what is evidently to be a series of
articles on anti-semitism; but that
does not constitute recognition of the
gallant battle that began in the
bloody sewers of Warsaw against the
Nazi beasts, and continues to this day
in the sands of Palestine against the
crumbling English imperialists. Sure-
ly nothing since the Spanish workers’
struggle of a decade ago has been as

.inspiring as this tenacious, desperate,
unyielding fight of the remnants of
European Jewry against our common
world enemy, imperialism. Young
Jews, veterans of the Partisans, the
Magquis, the underground of a dozen
European countries, and the horror
camps of the Nazis, are today march-
ing in a general strike arm in arm
with their oppressed Arab brothers.

Day and. night, without any letup,
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on a dozen fronts, and their struggle,
more. consistent, more conscious, more
determined 'than that of any other
colonial people, is one to arouse the
admiration of workers everywhere.
Should LABOR ACTION not tell
their story to its American readers,
and hold it up as a shining example
of how a people, emerging from the
most awful persecution. in  history,
carries on with undiminished vigor
a struggle for ideals common to us
all?

I feel most strongly that a forceful
statement by LABOR ACTION on
these two issues would help im-
mensely in strengthening its position
with the growing body of its readers,
and fulfill what should be one of its
ideals: to become ‘the voice of .the
conscience of the American working
class.

Fraternally,
H W.

NEWARK FORUM:

_ NATHAN GOULD _
Chairman, Workers Party Veterans
Committee, will speak on:

they are !Iivaging war on imperialism = Auspices: Newark Br.,, Workers Party

“A PROGEAM FOR VETERANS” Name
SATURDAY, MAY 18._ B:30 P. M. Address
Admission: 35c—Refreshments City s g 2 2

The articles that appear below are
DISCUSSION ARTICLES published
as part of the -pre-conventien dis-
cussion in the Workers Party. Be-
cause our space is limited, it will be
impossible to devoie more than itwo
columns per issue to this material.
Contributions will therefore have to
be brief, not exceeding 750 ‘words.
Pre-convention . . discussion -:articles
are also appearing in The New In-
ternational and in the Workers ‘Party
Bulletin. Copies:of the latier may be
obtained by sending 25 cents to the
Workers Party; 114 West 14th Street,
New York 11, N. Y. Readers:witl un-

- derstand that these articles represent

neither the views of the party nor of
LABOR ACTION, but are written
with a view toward establishing pol-
icy at the coming convention of the
WP.

On the Issue of
Factory Committees

Propaganda for factory commitiees
should play an important part in ‘the
propaganda and agitation of the
Workers Party in the coming period.
The education of workers in the
meaning and significance of these
rank and file shop committees serves
two important functions. ;

First, it would make clear and c¢on-
crete the meaning of our basic de-
mands. Socialism, nationalization of
industry and the like remain vague
concepts associated with bureaucracy
and control from above if we do not
make clear that they rest directly on
the working class organized in the
factories. The workers state is noth-
ing more than the assumption of the
powers of government on a national
scale by factory committees (and
farmers’ committees, soldiers’ com-
mittees, etc.) +

Recently in Detroit the UAW oppes-
‘ed the handing over of -a naval arsenal
from private to government manage-
ment becaunse the transfer would re-
sult (as it did) in lower wages and a
weakening of the union shep. We can
only oppose such nationalization with
the demand that control of preduc-
tion and working conditions in. the
plant be in the hands of the umien,
that is, that the union committee take
on the functions and characteristics
of a factory committee,

‘The second aspect of the question is
even more important. Propaganda for
factory committees helps to move
workers in the direction of workers
power while struggling for immedi-
ate and concrete demands. There are
at least two important examples to
indicate how appropriate this is to-
day. One is the issue of prices and
inflation. The demand that workers
and housewives committees take over
directly the enforcing of price con-
trols, if not received with universal
support, will surely be understood by

California Labor
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most workers and will be accepted by
the more advanced. In Buffalo,  this
very thing was proposed to CIO mem-
bers by an official representative’ of
OPA. In Detroit, the UAW, together
with a consumers’ cooperative, has
laid plans for boycotts, picketing and
other dctions to keep prices down in
the event that OPA'is smashed. This
last is' being organized bureaucratic-
ally from .above and may not be car-
ried through, but it is our duty to
raise the guestion in the unions,

IN RELATION TO SPEEDUP

‘'The second issue which makes ‘pos-
sible the introduction of the idea of
factory committees in a conerete and
understandable manner is the speed-
up in production which is being uni-
versally attempted. One of the results
of the recent strike settlements -has
been the granting of wage increases
in return for increased discipline ‘in
the factory and increased production
from the workers. This is meeting
with universal resistance in the shops,
a fact which is highlighted by the
unanimous decision of ‘the Briggs
workers in Detroit to strike on this
issue only several weeks after their
new contract was adopted. What
could be more appropriate in-such a
situation than the proposal that no
new production schedule go into ' ef-
fect without prier approval from the
stewards or shop committee and, fur-
ther, that the shop comimittee con-
trol production in the plant? Will
every one approve the idea? Prob-
ably ‘not. But they will understand it
and when the pressure of the com-
pany increases they will remember it
for it has the advantage of being con-
crete and can be acted on by the
workers directly. . !

This observation is born out by the
experience in my own shop where the
speedup'is an important issue, When
I presented the idea that a depart-
ment meeting should be held at which
we would set our own productive
standards, disregarding the demands
of -the ‘company, it was umiversally
accepted. Yet other guestions, such
as the Labor Party, which do not ef-
fect the worker so immediately, do
not get such widespread support.

Thus, in the struggle around con-
crete issues, it is possible to intro-
duce factory committees—which we
called “dual power in the factory.”
It is very possible that in the next
period many workers: will make "the
transition from the union pure and
simple which recognizes the full au-
thority of the boss over the factory,
to the factory committee which chal-
lenges this -authority and does not
limit itself to bargaining for conces-
sions.

The need for such an approach in
the United States is presented to the
Workers Party in the resolution of
Comrade Johnson on the American
Question, LI
MARTIN HARVEY

Faces Need

Of Beating Down KKK Menace

SAN FRANCISCO — The Kilu Klux
Klan is currently conducting a mem-
bership campaign in the San Fran-
« cisco Bay area with the aim of rais-
ing its ugly head again in California
as it did after the first World War.

Ten thousand Klansmen are re-
ported organized in the Bay Area
(1781 in San Francisco, 8014 in the
East Bay), with eleven branches’ of
the KKK in the Bay area alto-
gether. Their immediate objective
will be to start another migration
southward of the Bay Area’s new
Negro population. It would be a sui-
cidal mistake for white workers to
fall for this campaign.

San Francisco's Negro population
increased:from 4,846 in 1940 to ah es-
timated 32,000 at the. present. time,
has been largely limited to temporary
war employment, and in numerous
occupations Negroes are once again
the first to be fired.

As long as the war was on, the
Negro was given work at the bottom
of the economic pile, when there were
no longer unemployed white workers
to fill those jobs. Now that American
capitalism has completely eliminated
two more world competitors, the
bosses expect the Negro worker to
give up his wartime security (such as
it was) and return to the “normal”
state of affairs under our Jim Crow
economic system. Unfortunately for
the bosses, however, the Negro work-
er doesn't see it that way.

But among white workers there are
too many of the kind who figure: “If
only we can keep the N- - - - - s out,
there’ll be enough jobs.” This, of
course, is exactly the line that the'
bosses want the white workers to fall
for. (What those white workers forget
is that in the last depression—and all
previous ones—both white and col-
ored workers starved.) Since racial
discrimination keeps the workers di-
vided among themselves, it weakens
their fight for higher wages and se-
curity.

The ‘struggle for security is the
struggle of ALL workers; the color
line is one more barrier in that strug-
gle. It is the elementary duty of the
Bay Area unions to smash the KKK
drive!

AR GEE @
DEAR READER:

Among other items, there is notice-
ably missing from this issue of LA-
BOR ACTION ‘the regular column by
J. R. Johnson, “One-Tenth of the
Nation.” It dealt with that new and
exciting move of the CIO into the
South—"“Operation Dixie.” Why did
not this column appear? Reasons of
SPACE. To avoid such things and to
cover many things we can’t in four
pages.is the reason for our projected
eighi-page LABOR ACTION. Send in
your contribution now, to assure the
success of the eight-page LABOR
ACTION ' The Editors.
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IN THE RECONVERSION

FOR THE UNEMPLOYED AND VETERANS
1. Full Unemployment Insarance
Full unemployment insurance beginning with
$30 a week for single men and women and
graduated upward for dependencies to all work-
ers for whom government and industry do not
find jobs.

2. Less Hours—More Pay

Absorption of all workers thrown into unem-
ployment during reconversion by reduction of
the work-week with no reduction in weekly
take-home pay.

3. Jobs and Full Opportunities for Veterans
Two years’ base pay grant to all demobilized
veterans, with the option of trade school and
higher educational facilities at government ex-
pense, guarantee. of adequate family mainte-
nance and guarantee of decent jobs.

FOR THE POST-WAR WORLD

4. Jobs For All at a Guaranteed Annual Living
Wage

A job for every worker with a guaranteed mini-

mum annual wage of $2,500 per year. A rising

standard of living, by means of government

planning to insure the highest national produc-

tion and income,

5. A Planned Rise in National Income

A guaranteed $5,000 annual income to all work-
ers’ families by means of a planned rise in the
national income and a thirty-hour maximum
© work week.

6. For a Democratic Peace

Against peacetime military conscription of
American youth! For a truly democratic peace,
which means no land-grabbing under any pre-
text; no reparations; no slave labor. Complete
independence for all colonies and subject peo-
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AND POST-WAR PERIOD

ples and the right of all people to decide demo-
cratically their own future.

7. Full Social, Political and Economic Equality

for Negroes

Complete democratic rights, The right to vote,
to run for and hold any elective or appointive
office, North or South, The right to equality in
employment; to hold any job, skilled or un-
skilled. The right to be free from insult, segre-
gation and Jim Crowism; anywhere and in any
place, North or South. - . 5

- THESE AIMS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH

8. Slum Clearance )

A $250 billion five-year program to provide de-
cent housing for all, extensive public works,
rural electrification and modernization.

9. Nationalization of Big Business
Nationalization of the banks, big industrial mo-
nopolies and transportation systems, and no
handing over of government-built and owned
plants and facilities to private ownership,

10. Taxing the Profiteers

A 100 per cent tax on all war profis above a
five per cent maximum on invested capital; a
$25,000 ceiling on total individual income, and
a graduated ‘capital levy on .all accumulated
wealth over $50,000 to cover war costs and pro-
vide post-war security for labor.

THIS PROGRAM TO BE CARRIED OUT BY
11. Workers’' Control of Production

Control of production by democratically-elected
workers' committees.

12. An Independent Labor Party and a Workers’
Governmeni—For a Socialist Amerlea with
Plenty for All!

Make the machines that now produce only for

war and capitalism produce for the needs of all

the people!

World Polifics

On the French

By IRVING HOWE

The most significant event in Europe last week
was the referendum in which the people, by a sub-
stantial majority, rejected the constitution which
had been offered to them by the Gouin government
and supported vigorously by the Stalinist party
and half-heartedly by the Socialists. The vote was,
at latest count, 10,552,478 against and 9,323,709 for
the proposed constitution. Though there is not yet
enough information on which to attempt a thor-
ough analysis of this event, a few preliminary re-
marks may be made.

It must be soberly recognized that the capitalist
class of France has won an important victory, its
most important vietory since De Gaulle, with the
aid of the Stalinists, derailed the Paris resistance
from revolutionary into capitalist legal channels
after the withdrawal of Hitler from Paris. We
say this not primarily because of the formal issue
involved—that is, the constitution itself—but be-
cause the referendum had obviously become a test
of strength in which the parties, the Catholic MRP
and the Radical Socialist Party of French capi-
talism, bent every effort to defeat a constitution
which they labeled “communist.” De Gaulle, de-
spite his “retirement,” gave support to the move-
ment to defeat the constitution. It became clear
that the referendum was a test; and the Right
won,

Proof of this is furnished by the undisguised
glee with which the resulis have been received
in Washington. In the New York Times of May
7, 1946, James Reston writes about the new pros-
pects of France getting a loan from America:
“While officials do not like to concede that French
internal politics affect their consideration of the
French loan, it may safely be reported that the
conservative vote has certainly not hampered
France's chance of geiting the aid desired for
the modernization of French industry.”

And a report in the Chicago Sun for the same
date by Alexander Kendrick lists as one of the pos-
sible domestic French results the “possible scrap-
ping of the government’s nationalization program
by the Assembly.” The United Press further re-
ports that “French stocks and bonds spurted up
noticeably Monday and black market francs
soared in value.” This much is clear: the parties
of the Right, that is, of big business, made a test
of the referendum; and they won. Why?

WHY THE RIGHT PARTIES WON

The major reason for the victory of the Right
can be found, we believe, in the record of failure
and ineptitude of the Socialist-Communist-MRP
coalition government. For months now this gov-
ernment and that of de Gaulle before it—in both
of which the “parties of the Left,” the Socialists
and Stalinists, played decisive roles—have been
unable to solve the most simple and element_ary
problems of the French people. They have failed
to- smash the parasitic black market. They have
applied their previously announced program of
limited nationalization of industry in a timorous
and hesitant fashion; so much so that the French
capitalist class has had the opportunity to make
a partial recovery and regain some of its old seli-
confidence (as witness the rumors of “plois” by
de Gaulle to establish a Bonapartist government).

The masses, formerly so full of a renewed reve-
lutionary energy as a result of the successful par-
tisan struggle against the Nazis, have sunk into
relative apathy once meore; they have had tal?:,
promises, but little action. The government in
which the Socialists and Stalinists predominate,
has failed them.

Yet a breakdown of the referendum vote indi-
cates that in the heavily industrialized cities there
was a majority in favor of the new constitution.
That is, the workers by and large seem to have
continued to support the Socialist-Stalinist lead-
ership during the referendum though—and here
is a crucial point—without sufficient enthusiasm

Referendum

to roll up a sufficient majority to overcome the
conservative vote of the rural areas.

It was apparently the middle class which was
excited and stirred by the parties of "the Right to
defeat the constitution. In the elections of the
Constituent Assembly in October, only 60 per cent
of the eligible electorate voted; in this referen-
dum the very high percentage of 85 per cent voted.
Since most of the increase in votes took place in
rural areas, it would seem that the middle class
turned out in full force to vote against the Social-
ist-Stalinist constitution. But during the past peri-
od, large sections of the middle class had given
their support to the “parties of the Left.”” Why
this present shift?

It is possible to suggest several reasons for this
shift in middle class sentiment, which have an in-
timate connection with the causes of decline in
working class enthusiasm. Parts of the urban mid-
dle class and the peasantry had for the first time
in French history given their support last October
to the Stalinists and Socialists out of a sense of
desperation, a desire for serious and drastic action
to clear up the terrible economic and social mess
in which France found herself. But no such action
had been taken. As always, the working class can
win the middle class to its suppert enly by deci-
sive and bold measures; a policy of hesitancy will
drive the middle class back to the Right.

Another important reason for the middle class
shift was the fear—in many ways quite legiti-
mate—which they had and which was exploited,
by the MRP and the leading French capitalist poli-
tician, Edouard Herriot, that the continued growth
of the Stalinists represented a threat of totalitar-
ian dictatorship in France.

REFERENDUM A TEST OF CLASS STRENGTH

Formally, the issue was: Shall the new French
legislature be a single house without the cumber-
some “checks and balances” of an indirectly elect-
ed Senate and a powerful executive and judiciary
which the Right wanted? But the formal matter of
a unicBmeral legislature—which we Socialists have

"always considered desirable—was soon obscured
by the test of strength between classes and the
fear of totalitarian domination. For instance, dur-
ing the debate on the proposed constitution, Her-
riot was able to pose as the defender of a free
press against the “Left,” which shamefully urged
press restrictions. The ineradicable totalitarian
brand which is stamped on Stalinism was skill-
fully utilized by the politicians of the Right to
corral votes against the constitution.’

And, finally, an additional reason for this result
is that it was a vote motivated by censiderations
of international politics. The sharpened split be-
tween Stalinist Russia on the one hand and Anglo-
American imperialism on the other resulied in a
reflecting internal cleavage in France; and there
can be no doubt that the referendum result is a
victory for the latter bloc as against Russia and its
puppet French Communist Party. The tragedy of
the situation is that the legitimaie desire of the
French people not to fall under the domination
of Stalinism forced them in this case to cast a vote
which has given sustenance to the Anglo-American
bloc and the parties of French capitalism. The
criminal policies of the “parties of French Left”
are directly respensible for this result.

Though we have not yet received the relevant
jssues of the paper of the French Trotskyists, we
have been informed that they, our French com-
rades, urged the workers to vote “Yes” in the
referendum. Without necessarily indorsing all the
provisions of the constitution, they felt that the
test of strength between classes which this refer-
endum represented far transcended the formal con-
stitutional issues.

Where this new development leaves the French
workers and what are the new tasks they now face
as a result of the referendum, we shall discuss in
a future article. . ¥ .

MacArthur Applauds Reactionary Victory

Japan Election Solves Nothing

By WILLIAM BRAD

General MacArthur has expressed considerable sat-
isfaction with the results of the Japanese election of
April 10. And well he may, for the formal result was a
victory for the reactionary and conservative parties, dis-
guised under labels that fool no one: the Progressive and
Liberal Parties.

These parties between them won 210 seats out of the
466 in the Diet (House of Representatives)., Another 74
or so seats went to the so-called Independents, most of
whom are local landlords or old-time politicians, The
Socialists captured 92 seats, most of them from the large
working class aréas such as the second district of Tokyo
and the industrial areas of Osaka and Yokohama. The
Stalinist Communists, having succeeded in discrediting
themselves in advance, got three seats.

ISSUES SUBMERGED IN ELECTION

The results of the election are not as they literally
appear. The policies of the parties were not the real is-
sues of the election. Between the Progressives and the
Liberals there are no real differences. Both are parties of
the discredited and hated Zaibatsu, the Four Families
of Japan who control everything in the economy that
can be squeezed dry to yield a profit. The pre-Tojo par-
ties were publicly known as the corrupt political
agents of Japan's Morgans and Rockefellers, the Mit-
subishi and Mitsui. The present parties are merely re-
shufflings of these old political machines that paved the
way to power for Tojo. One newspaper, for example,
reports “that at most polling places the (election)
workers were the same ones who held such jobs when
the militarists were in power.” '

Yet it is the victory of these parties, which is a vic-
tory of reaction, which MacArthur hails as satisfactory.
For the crying, desperate needs of the Japanese.people
these parties presented no solution, They relied on Mac-
Arthur and based themselves on his promises and sup-
port. Through the widely publicized purges and pre-
election screening, scores of candidates of these parties
were eliminated as ultra-nationalists and anti-American.
The candidates who remained were thereby given a
clean bill of health by MacArthur. The widely under-
stood implication of this was that those remaining were
the candidates having MacArthur’s support. Just to drive

this point home in unambiguous fashion, this great “teach-

er of democracy” announced that he would recognize
the election results enly if they accorded with his desires.

MacArthur had actually succeeded in driving the Jap-
anese into a political trap. The two key political ques-
tions were removed from the election entirely and de-
cided upon dictatorially by MacArthur and the collabora-
tionist wing of the Zaibatsu now in office. These were
the question of the Emperor and the new constitution.
The people were not given any means to express them-
selves on these guestions, the answers to which will
form the framework of political activity for years to
come,

Through control of shipping and fuel, MacArthur
has actual control of the life and death threat of famine
that weighs so heavily on the working class of Japan.
MacArthur has intervened in the valuation of the yen
and through his orders for issuance of a new yen has
actually intensified the inflation. He has assumed re-
sponsibility for this second crucial question. His edicts
for land reform, which are inadequate and whose admin-
istration is in the hands of the landlords and bureaucrats,
are the only public policy statement on this vital preb-
lem. Thus MacArthur assumed responsibility, as military
dictater of Japan, for all the vital social questions.

It was not for the Progressives and Liberals that
the Japanese votied, but for MacArthur,because the party
candidates were his approved “fronts.” MacArthur had
really trapped the people into a plebiscite. Just emerg-
ing from the Tojo oppression and the unspeakable hor-
ror, destruction and fear of atemic war; caught in a
growing famine, inflation and black market; their coun-
try occupied by foreign troops, the Japanese could only
affirm MacArthur's plebiscite. They have not yet found
the means of breaking with his foreign military dicta-
torship.

While this is true of the peasantry and middle class,
the working class has shown amazing energy and intel-
ligence. It has organized hundreds of unions, conducted
strikes and demonstrations on a large scale and on a
high social plane. It is daily proving itself as the only
class capable of developing a political and economic pro-
gram for the Japanese masses.

In the elections of April 10 it gave office to ninety two
Socialists as the political expression of this growing
power. The Socialists control most of the trade unions
and were instrumental in their initial rebirth, However,

this party is politically rotten. It stands for retention of
the Emperor and for reforms gradually achieved through
agreement with the Emperor. Iis leaders desire that
American occupation continue indefinitely. They rely

more upon MacArthur than on their own working class.

The Socialists are split three ways. The Right Wing,
which controls the party leadership, led by Kagawa and
Abe, supported the Tojo dictatorship and has now flip-
flopped into open collaboration. The so-called “Left”
Wing is chiefly distinguished for its support to the Sta-
linist demand for a popular front and collaboration with
the Stalinists. The Center, one of whose leaders, Chaz-
Aburo Mizutan, received the second highest Socialist
vote, keeps one obedient eye on MacArthur while the
other winks at the Stalinists.

The Stalinist Communist Party is chiefly concerned
with embarrassing MacArthur in order to provide diplo-
matic fuel for Stalin’s ambassador to the Allied Far
Eastern Commission. Their election line was identical
with Moscow’s ravda, declaring the elections fraud-
ulent in advance. To give substance to this charge they
engaged in a series of provocative actions, supported by
the Socialist left wing. MacArthur refused to bite and
the provocations failed, discrediting the CP and confus-
ing many of the advanced workers. The CP is as yet
mainly an intellectual and middle class group without
much working class support. Its chief slogan was for
some kind of popular front—an amalgamation of both
capitalist and working class parties.

THE TASK OF THE WORKING CLASS

It is doubtful if the election has resolved any of the
basic problems of Japan. A governmental crisis is at
hand. A new government organized by the Liberals,
which is now the largest party, would bring no change
in policy but might strengthen the more conservative
wing of the Zaibatsu. Hatoy Aha, leader of the Liberals,
is an acknowledged pro-fascist. There is great compe-
tition among the Japanese reactionaries for the job of
being MacArthur's quisling.

Only the working class has emerged out of this elec-
tion as the class capable of finding a new socialist road
for Japan. However, this class is as yet tied to the Social
Democrats. although its revolutionary energies are al-
ready manifest. The first step toward taking the leader-
ship of the nation must be for the Japanese working
class to break with all dependence upon MacArthur and
proclaim its right to determine Japan's destiny.

The slogan of the Indian Revolution is applicable to
the American troeps in Japan: Quit Japan! In this strug-
gle they should receive the support of the American
working class, whose counterpart for their slogan is:
Bring the Soldiers Home!

Such a pregram would differentiate the reveolution- -

ists frem all other political groupings which are fall-
ing all over each other to serve the new imperial master
of Japan.

Reorganize Trotskyist
Group in Austria

La Veérité, newspaper publishéd by the Parti
Communiste Internationaliste (French Trotskyists)
publishes in its April 19 issue the report that con-
tact has been established with Bund Karl Lieb-
knecht, Austrian Trotskyists.

The report states that from 1943 to 1945 five
illegal Trotskyist groups functioned in Vienna,
holding Marxist study classes, publishing a paper
and leaflets, and working with “various resistance
groups.” In 1943 a Gestapo agent managed to get
into the organization and betrayed it. At the trial,
on October 12, 1943, Joseph Jackulowic  (28) and
Franz Kascher (34) were sentenced fo death, and
five others to 19 years for publishing “Gegen den
Strom.”

As a result of the arrests and executions (the
two revolutionists. defied the Nazis to the end),
all organized activity became impossible until the
defeat of the Nazis. Since then, with the return of
leading comrades from concentration camps and
exile, the five old groups have been unified, al-
though still illegal, and publish a paper “Der
Spartakist.” )

Army Concentration Camps

(Continued from page 1)

plus 18-hour work days seemed to
Yank’s writer merely to show that
the inmates there could take hard
living. A more humane medical corps-
man who was part of an inspecting
party at Bologna described the place
to me as a “concentration camp on
our side.”

A recent issue of the Army and
Navy Bulletin carried a front-page
affidavit from a {former Lichfield
guard and officer. This man stated
that he was ordered to guard duty
in the hospital and directed to shoot
to kill any man crossing the thresh-
hold of the ward; that he saw on
many occasions 50 to 75 men marched
to the shower room wearing only
shoes and pants, and run through the
showers five men at a time while
the remainder stood at attention in
the bitter cold December, and mem
coming out of the showers were
placed at the end of the line to await
the processing of the entire group.
This guard cited other examples of
brutality, including beatings with
clubs and fists. He finished with the
statement that all of the prisoners
-he talked with were veteran combat
men in the stockade for minor in-
fractions, such ‘as over-staying pass
in London after release from the hos-
pital.

BLACK HOLE OF LE MANS

The Black Hole of Le Mans was
well known to many soldiers. The
Loire Disciplinary Training Center
was located at Le Mans, 100 miles
from Paris, a favorite spot for war-
weary men. According to published
reports, brutality and mass punish-
ment were carried on to such a de-
gree that men would prefer combat
duty to imprisonment. Tear gas was

used. frequently and men rioting in-

protest at the conditions were shot.
Favorite tortures there were exposure
on a windy hill in freezing weather
and confinement of 15 men for 36
hours in a six by ten foot hole where
they could neither sit nor stand erect.

An education officer stated in Time
magazine for Feb. 4, 1946;

“You ean imagine what a man

thinks about while he is in the hole
or on the windy hill, or even in the
cages trying to keep warm. Most of
them think, ‘Damn the Army, damn
Truman, damn the U. S.’ They get to
hate their own couniry and their own
people. They say, ‘I hope we get into
another war. I want to fight on the
enemy’s side’ I've heard men wuse
these words. These are the men we
are supposed to be teaching the prin-
ciples of democracy.” _

The absolute bankruptey of capi-
talist war ideology is thus revealed.
Unable to produce discipline by con-
vineing the soldier in the line that
he was fighting for a democratic
cause, that he was to free the world
from concentration camps, human
degradation and mass brutality, the
brass hats resorted to these wvery
same inhuman practices to force the
soldier to remain in the fighting lines,
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The alternatives were: fight or face
our own concentration camps. And
how could the brass convince the
men that they were fighting for de-
mocracy when they saw in their own
Army racial discrimination and seg-
regation, inequalities of privilege, fa-
voritism and a rigged-up system of
justice? .

The court-martial system, prison
camps and mass brutality are neces-
sary accessories to the capitalist war
machine. As long as capitalism exists
there will be war and its attending
evils. Those who have survived the
war and lived through or observed
the wvarious aspecis of human misery
derived from war should dedicate
themselves to ending the system re-
sponsible for these conditions.
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They Must
‘Have Food!

An Editorial

Among many American workers there is a
growing disquiet on the question of the shipping
of huge quantities of food abroad, to the starving
nations of Europe and Asia. Many openly, and
even belligerently, resent the whole idea and curse
Hoover, LaGuardia, Truman and Lehman, whom
they accuse of being more interested in Europe
than their own country. “The hell with Europe”;
“they started the war, didn't they?"” These and
other sentiments are common.

The causes of this resentment are not hard to
find. It is not that the American worker is lacking
in generosity and is unwilling to share what he has
with others who have nothing. The causes are a
combination of serious concern about his own
future, and a serious attitude of suspicion toward
those who are directing the relief program.

Our living costs are leaping upwards day by
day; the OPA js in process of emasculation by the
reactionary Big Business Congress; efforts io pre-
vent Black Marketing are feeble and tied up by
red. tape procedure; the price line on all food
§tap1es (bread, milk, butter, eggs, etc.) is break-
ing down every day. No sooner does the govern-
ment announce a 25% cut in the flour supply (io
help Europe) then the big millers announce a de-
mand for a 1 cent increase in the price of the new,
smaller loaf of bread! Workers, struggling to make
both ends meet, are naturally disturbed by it.

The profiteering of American farmers, millers,
railroads and export jobbers is well known. Sub-
sidies, more subsidies and still meore subsidies is
their program. Every bushel of their wheat and
flour is heavily underwritten by the government
(that is, by the masses of people, in the form of
taxes). The greater the need, the louder the cry
of desperation from Europe and Asia—the more
mercenary do these thrivers on the hunger of
others become. Much of this is known to American
workers, It only adds to their distrust,

And finally, ‘there is the deep suspicion of the
various relief organizations, including those of
UNRRA, and the President. What happens to all
this goods we ship over? Who gets it? Is it sold
again only to people who can pay? Is it used for
political purposes by interested parties? How long
will this whole business go on? These, and a dozen
other questions—all indicating the utmost distrust
in the capitalist politicians who handle the matter
—are asked.

It is not difficult to grasp these causes, under-
lying the distinct lack of enthusiasm and feeling on
the matter aiding the people of the world. There
is no question that help must be given. We don't
mean the sort of “sacrifice” made by Mrs. Truman,
who informs us that the bounteous Presidential
table will now give up wheat foods, twice a week!
Nor do we mean the sort of thing urged by the
President, who says we should 20 on a hunger
diet two days a week. You first, Mr. President!

The distrust and suspicion is more than Justi-
fied, but the fact remains that tens of millions of
European workers, families of poor toilers, women
and . children are facing starvation. Elementary
working class solidarity demands we help them, by
all means in our power, or else the American
working class will be looked upon by these people
with as much hatred as is the American military
government, armies of occupation and officialdom.
Let us never forget that America, through its
years of bombardment, blockade, destructions by
artillery and battle, is to 2 large part responsible,
particularly in Europe, for the inability of these
people to lift themselves up and get their economic
productien going again. Food to Europe and Asia,
yes, and in a far betfer and more coordinated
manner than that of the peliticians.

The American labor movement must come for-
ward on the whole issue and propose its own
program. The task of feeding these hungry people
must be removed from the hands of the capitalists,
profiteers and politicians, and put into the hands of
the labor movement and genuine, non-profit organ-
izations. Price control here must be vigilantly
watched. The food shipped abroad must be dis-
tributed without any discrimination whatsoever,
among the peoples of the various countries.

DEFEND THE "31"!

Arrested in Columbia, Tennessee

charged with attempted murder
for the "crime" of defending
themselves and the Negro Com-
munity.

Come t0 1

The New York Workers
Party Defense Meeting
SUNDAY, MAY 18, 1946
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160 W. 129th Street (near 7th Ave.)
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NEW YORK FORUM:

BOURGEOIS CRITICS
OF MARXISM

May 17,9 P.M.  “FLoRuesr
THEODORE DREISER—HIS
PLACE IN AMERICAN

" LITERATURE

Guest Speaker:
May 24,9 P. M. y,omps 1. FARRELL

LABOR TEMPLE
Second Avenue near 14th Street




B
i

Page 4

-LABOR ACTION

May 13, 1946

Anglo-American Diplomats Produce
A Monstrosity in Report on Palestine

By JESSIE KAAREN

.In an effort to steer a middle course between
the policies of British and American imperialism,
the Anglo-American Committee of Inquiry on dis-
placed Jews and Palestine has produced, in its
report, a bastard child which no group wants to
ewn, although some like it better than others.’

The United States is mainly concerned with rid-
ding itself of the problem of 100,000 homeless Jews
in the occupied territories of Germany and Aus-
trin—Jews who have no possibility of returning
to pre-war homes. The American State Depart-
ment is anxious to head off pressure for immigra-
tion to the United States. It also wishes to' placate
the large body of American Jews who form a large
electoral element.

On the other hand, American diplomacy is not
as deeply concerned as are the British with placat-
ing the Arabs. The American government feels
well enough protected by the British army which
is now American imperialism's 'first line of de-
fense in the colonial world, whether or not the
British army likes its new role,

The British Empire, on the other hand, is less
concerned with the displaced persons’ camps. They”
are America’s war babies. But it is vitally interested
in maintaining a huge arsenal of men and equip-
ment in the Middle East. Palestine being the only
logical place for a military base, now that British
forces have been withdrawn from Iran, Syria and
are soon to withdraw from Egypt, it must be main-
tained 'as' a backward, feudal country.

AN INCITEMENT TO ARAB-JEWISH WAR

So the committee made its gesture toward the
United States by recommending that the 100,000
stateless Jews be admitted to Palestine. .It then
bows to Great Britain with a recommendation that
the British army remain in Palestine. It states that
it is opposed to any constitutional form of govern-
mént or to national independence: “If British
forces were withdrawn, there would be immediate
prolonged bloodshed, the end of which it is impos-
sible to predict.” &

The commitiee {hrows a few crumbs to the
Jews. It says that the Jews in the camps must be
removed ‘at once. But it is very vague on what is
to happen to the hundreds of thousands of other
Jews who feel they must get out of Europe. It very
meekly suggests that other countries in the world
open the immigration door just a crack.

The committee report tries to calm the Arabs.
It tells the Arabs that it is opposed to the creation
of a Jewish state. The report also suggests that
large agricultural and industrial development in
Palestine in consultation with neighboring Arab
states would help raise the Arab standard of living.

Regardless of whether or not the committee in-
tended it to be so, the report js an incitement to
war between Arabs and Jews. The British govern-
ment welcomed the report by offering a bargain
to the Jews and to the United States., American

troops should be sent to Palestine. Bevin asks the

Jewish underground army to give up its arms.
The British know that these are two impossible
conditions. ”

The report gives the Arab feudal leadership
the weapon it needs for stirring the masses out of
their lethargy and whipping up a lynch spirit. The
Arabian reactionaries can point to the paragraph
stating that Arabs are incapable of ruling them-
selves. The British colonial office, for all ils genius,
could not have written a more provocative para-
graph.

Though the Zionists are pleased with the pros-
pect of another 100,000 Jews in Palestine, they are
bitter about the committee’s denunciation of a
Jewish state in Palestine and they are worried lest
the report cancel the promise contained in' the
Balfour mandate.

SITUATION CHANGES FOR THE WORSE

The British army newspaper, Mid-East Mail,
reflects official British opinion when it says that
Truman's approval of the report is a vole-catching
plan. Arab sources intimate that the Grand Mufti,
now under house arrest for his pro-Hitler alliance,
is about to be returned to Palestine. If the British
government can do this favor for the Arab reac-
tionaries without going too far out pn a limb, they
will be glad to do it. Even the invitation which
the Arab Higher Committee is extending to Russia
to ally itself with the Arab cause, looks like a
phony British gesture to frighten American im-
perialism. s

Palestine has been kept in a state of virtual
martial law for many months, with six o’clock cur-
fews, arrests without cause, searches without war-
rants, abrogation of civil rights, deportation to
Afriea, ete. British colonial agents are adept at
keeping up the war of nerves. Nevertheless they
were not successful in whipping up Arab-Jewish
riots. Until now the guerrilla warfare or terrorist
acts of the Jewish bands have been directed against
the British army.

Though the Arab masses genuinely fear Jewish
domination in Palestine, they were not too sold on
the Arab Higher Commitiee because it had no pro-
gram for the masses except anti-Semitism.

With the issuance of the report, the situation
on both sides has changed for the worse. The small
Arab parties that formerly refused ifo go along
with the Arab League on a number of issues are
now united in the call for a war against the Jews.
The Hagana (Jewish underground), formerly cau-
tious in its attitude toward the Arabs, now issues a
warning: “If the instigators succeed in their at-
temps to rouse the Arabs, they will learn that the
upper hand will be ours, Beware! We have warned
you.”

It is the tendency of most liberals and even
radicals to over-simplify the Jewish-Arab prob-
lem. The tragedy that has overtaken the Jews
in Europe is so overwhelming that colonial inde-
pendence for the Arabs is ignored in favor of
Jewish immigration. The .role played by British

and American imperialism is under-emphasized.
But even viewing the problem from the Jewish
angle alone, thorough analysis of the Jewish-Arab
conflict must convince any sincere thinker that
there can be no solution while imperialism has
the upper hand, y

.

ARABS AND JEWS HAVE SAME INTEREST

If there is to be mass Jewish immigration to
Palestine, and there is no doubt that hundreds of
thousands of Jews in Europe regard that as their
only salvation, it can be achieved only after a
“holy war"” is waged in which Jews and Arabs fight
side by side against British and American impe-
rialism. IN TWQO RECENT AND SIGNIFICANT
STRIKES, RAILWAY AND CIVIL WORKERS,
JEW AND'ARAB WORKED SIDE BY SIDE.

Such an Arb-Jewish rapprochement is not uto-
pian or far-fetched. Both groups have a great deal
to offer one another. The Jewish left-wing mili-
tants- are more mature politically. They under-
stand that the misery and poverty of the Arab
masses can only be ended in a Palestine that is
free of British troops as well as free of Arab feu-
dal lords. The Jewish labor movement in Palestine
is one of the most militant and socialistically-
minded in the world. If it were not so blinded by
Jewish nationalism and so fettered by its own
right-wing leadership, it would long ago have in-
spired the development of an Arab mass party
that would be a powerful lever of opposition to the
Arab League, which is nothing more than the crea-
tion of a British-feudal coalition. Basic socialist
thought requires that the Jews be champions of
Arab freedom as well as Jewish freedom.

In return for their support, the Jews could
logically expect guarantees from the Arabs. Pal-
estine is a tiny section of the Arab world. Were
the Jewish resistance fighters and left-wing ele-
ments to offer friendship to the Arab masses and
give leadership in a fight against imperialism, they
could logically demand that Jewish rights and in-
terests be respecied.

Unfortunately, the labor movement and social-
ist parties throughout the world have sided with
the Zionists and have failed to exiend a helping
hand to the Arab masses. Thus the cleavage grows
wider between two forces which could logically be-
come welded in an anti-imperialist union. Too little
thought has been given to formulating an Arab-
Jewish program by the advanced elements out-
side of Palestine. International solidarity could be
a powerful factor in this situation.

But in order to convince the Jews of Europe
and of Palestine of their sincere interest, the un-
ions and labor parties of the United States, Great
Britain and other countries would have to put up
a vigorous fight for a policy of open immigration
within their own countries; they would have to

support the Arab desire for independence; and
they would have {o bring pressure on the Jewish
labor movement and the militants in Palestine for
a break with its super-nationalistic leadership.
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Price Control Up to Labor Movement - p

(Continued from page 1)

the masses are short on memory and
long on gullibility

This latest shameful capitulation to
the demands of private profiteers re-
sults in a “second round” of increases
in the price of automobiles. Walter
P. Reuther, UAW president, points
out that OPA had already applied its
“reconversion formula” and had al-
ready allowed prices which averaged
$150 to $250 more than for 1941 mod-
els and $40 to $140 more than for
1942 models.

A NEW SWINDLE

These first substantial price ad-

vances were supposed to reflect “en-
gineering changes and improve-
ments.,” About this swindle, UAW
President Reuther says:

“Since the nature of the alleged
changes and improvements claimed
by manufacturers in their applica-
tions to OPA is not made public, it
appears that they have found a loop-

/

hole for turning a normal peacetime
practice into a profitable racket under
government price control. Auto man-
ufacturers always made minor
changes in their cars. from year to
year and frequently made important
changes and improvements. Yet it
was not their peacetime practice to
reflect these developments in higher
prices. It was the boast of the indus-

try that competition regularly forced

the delivery of a better product to
the consumer without compensating
increases in prices.”

This article highlights the increases
in auto prices. But these boosts are
symptomatic of a general epidemiec.
The cost of milk and all food, of wet
wash and other services, of clothes
and furniture, of electrical appliances
and kitchenware, has been boosted by
OPA. No wonder the National Asso-
ciation of Manufacturers can make
such &ffective propaganda against
OPA!

The Genell'al Motors workers who

raised the demand for wage increases
to maintain take-home pay WITH-
OUT price increases, also pointed
the way to price fixing and price con-
trol by the workers and consumers
themselves.

The General Motors workers point-

ed the way with their demand: “Open_

the Books!” How else can wages and

prices be determined except by full
"knowledge of the estimated -costs,

sales, improved processes, increase in
labor productivity for the coming
year or other fiscal period?

But what sense is there in open-
ing the books to the capitalist govern-
ment that by its very nature evalu-
ates profits as most important? The
books of the corporations must be
opened to-committees of workers who
understand the ins and outs of pro-
duction, and to commitiees of con-
sumers and housewives at the distri-
bution and consumption end. These
are the people’s agencies that could
fix prices in the interest of the many

and enforce those prices against the
profiteers and black marketeers.

Afraid to call the people into ac-

tion in their own behalf, the official-
dom of the labor movement still
hitches labor's" wagon exclusively to
the dry, rattling bones of the OPA,
which was. never really an adequate
agency for price control.

Labor must end this nonsense. In-
flation is no joke. It has to do with
whether we eat much or little, are
clothed well or poorly, are healthy
or sick. As workers and consumers,
the people themselves can prevent
inflated prices. The demand to open
the beooks of the ceorporations to
commiitees of workers, coupled with
the demand that committees of work-
ers and housewives be organized to
fix and control prices, musi be made
by organized labor, by unorganized

workers, by housewives, by salaried’

workers, by all whose standard of
living is threatened by the looming
price boom.

The New York newspaper PM,
which even says it is “against
pushing people around,” printed a
review in its April 28 issue of
Leon Trotsky’s book, Stalin. The
review was written by Frederick
Schuman, a professor who has

disinterested intellectual while ac-
tually peddling the strict Stalin-
ist line. Schuman's review was
so raw and downright dishonest
that PM's editor had to print a
disclaimer. But then the question

~ arises: the editors' of PM are not
infants, they know Schuman’s rec-
ord; why did they assign him to
review this book when they knew
that the only possible product of
his pen would be a Daily Worker
kind of smear? Or is that what
they wanted?

It would be tedious to print a
long refutation of this review, but
a few comments are necessary: -

(1) Schuman repeats the often-
destroyed slander that “Trotsky
plotted with fascist agents in the
1930’s to destroy the Stalinist bu-
reaucracy” and bases this charge
'on the “published records of the
‘Moscow Trial.”

Now it is clear that anyone who

* dares to cit¢ as evidence against
" Trotsky or his political program
the “records of the Moscow Trial”?
is in the service of Stalinism—in
this case consciously so. The. so-~
called “records” of that trial (or,
rather, inquisition) were long ago
shown to be shot through with in-
ternal inconsistency and the

made it his business to pose as a

charges against Troisky declared
false by the commission which was
headed by Dr. John Dewey.

But there is another, more im-
mediate, point to be made: If
Schuman believes the Moscow
Trials to be relevant, then he
should join with those who have
recently issued a statement urging
that the Nuremburg trials ques-
tion the Nazi defendants and in-
vestigate the records in order to
see if there is any proof to the
vile charges that Trotsky collabo-
rated with the Nazis. We for our
part are so thoroughly certain
that no such propf could be found
that we do not hesitate to support
this request. Is Schuman willing
to say as much for himself? Are
he and his Stalinist cohorts ready
to pursue such an investigation?
It is a challenge we throw out to
Schuman and any other defend-
ers of Stalinism or the Moscow
Trials. Does anyone want to take
any bets about their response?

(2) Schuman says that it “is
scarcely conceivable” that “a man
possessed by so ur}quenchab!e a
hatred would balk at cooperating
with Fascists.” He is referring here
to Trotsky.

TROTSKY FOUGHT FASCISM

. Let us remind Schuman that in
the period before the rise of Hit-
ler, it was precisely Trotsky who
was week after week urging the
German workers to make a united
front against the Hitler menace;
that it was, on the contrary, the

PM Picks Stalinist Hack as Trotsky Critic

Stalinists who opposed united ac-
tion with the German Socialists
and raised the tragically stupid
slogan of “After Hitler, Us." And
that it was this Stalinist stupidity
which was one of the main causes
for the rise of Hitler. Let us fur-
ther remind Schuman that it was
Stalin who in 1939 made a pact
with Hitler that gave the latter a
green light to provoke the second
world war, that it was Stalin's
stooge, Molotov, who had the gall
at that time to speak of Fascism
as “a matter of taste”"—and that it
was Trotsky who condemned this
deal with Hitler. Surely an his-
torian as distinguished as Schu-
man can remember that far back.

(3) Schuman guotes at length
from a polemic directed by Lenin
against Trotsky. But, in typically
dishonest Stalinist fashion, he fails
to mention that this polemic was
written by Lenin before the first
world war, when he had a sharp
political difference with Trotsky
within the general socialist move-
ment—and that Lenin and Trotsky
were subsequently to cooperate on
the closest terms in leading the
Russian revolution to victory.
What is the point of raking up old
quotations from 1912 and before,
when later Troisky was fo stand
side by side with Lenin at the
head of the Bolshevik Party?

(4) Schuman charges that Trot-
sky’s book will be heipful to those
reactionaries who oppose Russia.
That is simply untrue. One can be
opposed to Stalin without thereby

being in league with Hearst. If
this world had to choose between
Stalin and Hearst, and nobody else
at all, things would be in a pretty
sad way. From the point of view of
revolutionary socialism, Stalinism
too represents: a-reactionary force
in society, a totalitarian force; it
isn’t the same kind of reactionary
force that Hearst represents, but it
is reactionary. Schuman pulls the
same scare that every Stalinist -
defender does: anyone who dares
criticize the Stalinist dictatorship
is immediately called a fascist.
Only simple-minded or misled
people will believe that,

DAILY WORKER LINE

There is no point in going down
the line to show the equality of
Schuman’s review. These few re-
marks should indicate that it is
simply Daily Worker stuff pure
and simple; even the language is
full of Stalinist cliches. PM has
been known to stooge for the Sta-
linists quite consistently; but it
has never yet printed anything as
blatantly Stalinist in character as
Schuman’s review. It owes its
readers an explanation. As for
Schuman: it should now be clear
to all that this man who poses as
an intellectual, as a disinterested
scholar, is nothing but a hack out
of the Daily' Worker's bottom
drawer. As such he has no right
to acceptance or sympathy in any
section of the American press
which even pretends to intellectual
honesty or decency.

%

By WILLIAM BARTON

(Continued from Last Week)

The perilous European situation is
actually small in relation io the even
more desperate plight of the Far East.
This greatest concentration of people
in the world is only receiving some
publicity. The information remains
limited, confused and disputed.

India, whose Bengal province saw
one. and one-half to three million
deaths by starvation in 1943, may be
in worse straits now..In angry reply
to broadcasts by President Truman
and Secretary of Agriculture Ander-
son that good winter rains had re-
moved the danger of famine, official
Indian sources have claimed that 2,-
300,000 people in twe districts have,
at present, absolutely mo grain on
hand, and that similar conditions are
expected later in other areas. If aid
doesn’'t come at once, they say, 5,000,-
000 more famine casualties may be
anticipated.

India has enough foreign credit.
Therefore, it is another non-UNRRA-
receiving country. It has had to ap-
ply to the all-powerful British-Ca-
nadian American Combined Food
Board (whose operations will be later
explained in detail) for 1,400,000 tons
of rice. Local Indian officials still
have no idea how much has been
granted. The deadline for most prov-
inces before resources reach the fam-
ine level (unless there are completely
unexpected bumper harvests in other

areas) is a matter of one to three,

months. At present, the average con-
sumption for the entire country is es-
timated at 950 daily calories.

The information from China is very
fragmentary. But it is known that
urgent requests have been sent to
both UNRRA and the CFB, as yet
only very partially granted. The Chi-
nese delegate to the recent UNRRA
Council meeting in Atlantic City re-
ported 5,000,000 close to famine in
two provinces, many eating grass,
roots, tree bark and clay. General
Chennault is said to be organizing a
new airborne unit, this time to de-
liver emergency supplies to the most
stricken Chinese sectors.

Observers have spoken of the “ca-
tastrophic famine (that) is to be
averted in China.” And similar stories
have come from Korea, French Indo-
China, and the Philippines. Reporis
from Japan have not been too many,
but occupation officers have frequent-
Iy warned of hunger dangers and
MacArthur has reiterated McNarney’s
demand for “more food or soldiers.”
Indonesia is probably still considered
a war area, so that little has been
heard of its plight. Only very produc-
tive Burma and Siam have apparently
averted this catastrophe, incompre-
hensible even in terms of contem-
porary Europe.

Even this does not complete the
picture. There's also the Near East,
especially Egypt (which reporters
have called the most miserable look-
ing spot on earth); French North- Af-
rica which formerly sent surpluses to
the “mother” country and now has to
import its grain; Spain, where the
black market is the only place to get
a good meal; many countries of Latin
America, which will now have to
forego much of their usual imports
from the surplus-producing American
countries.

Italy Demonstration
Asks Bread and Work

Reports from Foggia, Italy, reveal
that the food demonstration recently
reported in the newspapers was of
far greater gignificance than those
newspaper accounts seemed to indi-
cate.

The demonstration began on Sat-
urday morning, March 30, with a
strike of the bricklayers’ union which
protested against the increase in the
price of bread and pasta, d4he diffi-
culties in obtaining food and the in-
crease of black market activities in
grain. Two other demands of the
bricklayers were for action on the un-
employment situation and for auton-
omy from the Provinecial Labor Of-
fice so that they would be hired from
the union office of the General Work-
ers Confederation.

The strikers began their demon-
stration early in the morning in
front of the Provincial Labor Office.
A few hours later they were joined
by other workers, unemployed, ex-
soldiers, women and children. An
American flag and signs reading
“Bread..and Work and Autonomy”
were carried by the people, The dem-
onstrators' marched to the City Hall
and invaded it. They took all the food
ration. records and cards and burned
them in the middle of the square.

The demonstrators then divided up
and proceeded to the wvarious food
warehouses in Foggia, confiscating

bread, flour, grain and pasta. They

stopped. all trucks, buses, automo-
biles and carriages entering and leav-
ing the city. From these vehicles they
took all the food and brought it to the
workers’ cooperative,

A large section of the demonstra-
tors went to the railroad station—
since it is the railroads which trans-
port large amounts of food and which
are centers for black marketeers.

The workers attempted fo board the
train when they were met with gun-
fire from the racketeers inside the
train. Guiseppe Roberto, a member of
the bricklayers union, was killed.

Guiseppe Roberto’s funeral organ-
ized by his union was followed by a
procession of thousands. All shops re-
mained closed for the entjre day.

Starvation Stalks the World

UNRRA Barely Dents Food Crisis

Truman and Hoover have repeai-
edly spoken of a short-term crisis
ending witkt the coming harvest in a
few months, This is disputed by for-
mer UNRRA Director, Herbert Leh-
man. As he pointed out at the At-
lantic City conference, “The recent
deterioration of the food situation in
receiving countries has made it nec-
essary to have a greater emphasis on
food supplies than was originally con-
templated, and as a result, agricul-

tural and indusirial rehabilitation
have had to be reduced to a consid-
erable extent.” Because of this and
because of the maferial destruetion
and disorganization, it is ridiculous
to speak of a “short crisis.” Again to
quote Lehman: “We have absoluiely
notright at the present time to plan
on any basis rather than that the
situation next winter will be even
worse than the present crisis.”
(To Be Continued)

Workers Party Fund
Passes $10,000

By NATHAN GOULD, Naiional Organizer Workers Party

The $15,000 LABOR ACTION Expansion Drive passed the $10,000 mark.
Twelve branches contributed a total of $1,101.00 this week bringing our grand
total as of this date Eo $10,818.24. Four weeks remain to raise the $4,181.76
needed to fulfill our quota. The drive is running three per cent behind sched-
ule. We are looking forward to a “bumper” crop of contributions next week
to put us ahead of schedule. Every reader of LABOR ACTION is asked to
make his contribution toward an 8-page LABOR ACTION now. Every branch
of the Workers Party should make a staunch attempt to bring the branch up

to schedule,

Every branch must make a supreme effort to bring its contribution up to
82 per cent by the next issue of LABOR ACTION. That means that St. Louis,
San Pedro, Detroit, Cleveland, Los Angeles, Akron, Reading Louisville and
Philadelphia will have to do a very big job. All are considerably in arrears
in varying degrees of seriopusness, The next issue should show substantial rises

for these branches. :

Boston came through this week as the fifth branch to join the 100 per
centers. The most spectacular rises of the week were made by Chicage, Louis-
ville and Youngstown. Readers of LABOR ACTION will recall that Chicago
increased its quota from $750.00 to $1,000. Chicago's total coniribution to date
reads $710.00 or 71 per cent of its quota. The branch which stood fifteenth on
the list last week rallied with a $260 contribution and advanced to tenth
place. Mike Holman, fund drive director in Chicago, writes: “Enclosed find
money orders totaling $260....In one week we held the best meeting (May
Day) and the best social in five years. We want to contribute the greater part
of the proceeds of these affairs to the Fund Drive. Chicago will go over the

top.”

Louisville, twentieth on the list last week, sent $85 to advance to fourteenth
place with 55 per cent of its quota fulfilled. But we're not Wworrying about
Louisville. Bob Anderson writes, “The enclosed amount is in partial payment
of our pledge.... May I add too that our pledge will be realized. As a branch
we make a religion of discharging all party obligations.” Anderson is right.
The Louisville Branch has a well known and a well earned reputation with

the Party.

We must not fail to offer highest commendation to Youngstown, Youngs-
town made a 41 per cent advance with a contribution of $60, The Youngstown
comrades who had doubled their original quota of $75 have already contri-
buted $130 toward their $150 quota. Their response to the drive from the out-
set is an example to every party branch and to every individual.

A few words are in order on the Detroit Branch, one of the very best
branches in the Workers Party. The Detroit branch has suffered some financial
reverses and has not been able to keep up with the schedule. Detroit, which
originally had a quota of $1,000, decided despite some uncertainties on the
employment front, to increase their quota to $1,250. Detroit knew that they
would have to strain every effort, to tax every member to the very limit, to
accomplish this. And they have. Unfortunately they hit several snags which
seem to be upsetting their plans. Nevertheless Detroit has made a game effortl.
Last week they contributed $136; this week $100 to the fund. Of one thing we
are certain. Detroit will do better than its best.

\And New York is almost 90 per cent fulfilled. New York's contribution

for the week totals $227—an unusually low figure for New York—but ex-
plained by the fact that half the New York branches did not meet this week
because the New York May Day meetings coincided with branch mecting night,
The following is the report on the progress of the drive by branches in New
York. The pledges and the funds contributed come from party members only.
All funds collected from friends, sympathizers or other sources are credited

to the city office.

Branches Pledges Coniribuled Per Cent
Harlem S ¥ | | $650 85
Chelsea - 2 - 8N 729 83
L L e L S 602 491 . 81
.Brooklyn (Thurs.) 1060 834 78
Brooklyn (Wed.) ey e 938 118 76
Yorkville 82 596 76
City Office .. : 493 433 93
Totals $5505 $4468 89

New York’s quota is $5,000 and pledges have already reached $505 over that
sum. It is to be noted that the New York members alone have pledged

York next week!

+ 85,012 and that not one branch is behind the national schedule. Walch New

The Philadelphia branches are moving ahead. Philadelphia with a contri-
bution ‘of $58 raised itself from seventeenth to thirteenth place on the list.
Los Angeles and San Pedro, both in there plugging, contributed $47 each but
the effort was not great enough to meet the response of competing branches
‘and each of the Southern California branches dropped one notch. Buffalo
came through with $40 bringing the branch up to 75 per cent of their $200
quota. The National Office added $169 to this week’s total,

All in all we had a very good week on the fund drive,

$15,000 BY JUNE 1!

Now to the last Ialp.

Total
Branch Quota This Week Contribution I'er Cent
1. Hibbing, Minn. . $45.00 00.00 $45.00 180
2. Boston, Mass, ... 50.00 5.50 51.00 102
3. Newark, N, J. .__ 500.00 2.50 502.50 100.5
4. Baltimore, Md. _. 50.00 00.00 50.00 100
5. Streator, I11. ' 25.00 00.00 25.00 100
6. New York, N. Y. . 5000.00 227.00 4468.00 89
7. Youngstown, Ohio - 150.00 60.00 .130.00 a7
8. Seattle, Wash. _.__.._.___ 300.00 00.00 251.36 83
9. Buffalo, N. Y. ... 20000 40.00 150,00 T5
10. Chicago, IIl. _. 260.00 710,00 71
11. National Office 169.00 2331.00 70
12. San Francisco .. oo SR X 00.00 349.38 70
13. Philadelphia, Pa. _____ 350.00 58.00 213.00 61
14, Louisville, Ky. ... 200.00 85.00 110.00 55
15. Reading, Pa. .. 50.00 00.00 27.00 54
16. Akron, Ohio ... .. . 500.00 00.00 265.00 83
17. Los Angeles, Cal. 600.00 47.00 317.00 53
18. Cleveland, Ohio .. - 200.00 00.00 101.00 50
19. Detroit, Mich. .. . 1250.00 100.00 625.50 Bt}
20. San Pedro, Calif. _.._.__.___ 400.00 . 47.00 196,50 49
21. St. Louis, Mo. ... 100.00 00,00 00.00 00
Totals ... . 15,000 1101.00 10,818.24 72

TION, 114 West 14th Street, New Yerk 11, N, Y.

WE ARE GOING TO HAVE AN EIGHT-PAGE PAPER!

The thousands of dollars required to make this x;dvance must come
from our readers. We appeal to every reader to send us a contribution
to make the expansion possible. Fill out the blank below and send it to
us at once. Make all checks and money orders payable to- LABOR AC-

Name
Address
City Zone State. ___.____ —
Amount $§
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