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For Wage Increase Without Price Increase!

CIO Convention Announces Wage Drive

By EMANUEL GARRETT

The CIO, which met last week in Atlantic City,
passed rather quickly over a statement of policy
that we consider of the utmost importance. At its
Thursday session, the CIO convention formally
opened what has been termed its campaign for a
“second round” of wage increases. Doing so, it
advanced the idea of campaigning for a wage in-
crease without an increase in prices.

. It 'is not our purpose here to estimate the value
“of this decision in.the scale of the entire CIO con-
vention. We leave thgt Debunks Bosses

to our comrade, David
Coolidge, who attend--
ed the convention as a
reporter for LABOR
ACTION and who will
analyze the conven-
tion as a whole in our
. next issue. We here |
.the-:eampaign

otflined by Philip
Murray and Walter

Reuther at its face

value and hail it, for

it points to the only

real direction of com-

ing to grips with the ™= N
“*age.price issue. WALTER P. REUTHER

Speaking before the delegates, Walter Reutler,
president of the United Automobile Workers and
a vice-president of the CIO, held that it was the
ClO's job to "debunk the stupid economic theory
that you cannot raise wages unless you get a com-
paruble price increase. The whole history of
American industry belies the contention.”
President Murray, speaking on the same issue,

continued as follows: “We believe that American
‘business is now extracting enough profit out of its
various enterprises to enable them to .make.sub—
stantial wage concessions without necessarily in-
creasing prices.” '

TOWARD RAISING LABOR'S LIVING STANDARD
Both Reuther and Murray are absolutely right.

-

" For the CIO to make that the pivot of its wage

campaign is an encouraging sign. For Murray to
join in raising the demand is especially encour-
aging. As recently as last winter, Murray opposed
that concept. Through the manner in which he set-
tled the stéel strike, he contributed to the govern-

ment-industry policy of stealing wage increases
won on the picket line by raising prices.

American industry is more than capable of pay-
ing higher wages—not merely higher wages to
compensate for the rise in the cost of living, but
higher wages of a kind that will RAISE THE STAND-
ARD OF LIVING. To go after that is a legitimate,
and basic, object of unionism.

Effecting the demand, however, requires some-
thing more than merely stating it. Murray, Reu-
ther and the other leaders of the CIO aré ih a po-
sition to realize that demand, for they have behind
them the organized strength of millions of work-
ers who will respond with enthusiasm to whatever
is demanded by such a campaign. And the demand
itself is many-sided, including actions aimed pri-
marily at cancelling the deadly effects of rising
prices and other actions aimed at raising the stand-
ard of living of the people. -

For example, there is already a wide sentiment
in the ranks of labor, AFL and CIO, for an ‘esca-
lator clouse;-that is, a clause that will provide for -
a boost in wages with every periodic jump of the
price graph. Curran of the National Maritime
Union stated his objection to the escalator clause

.on the ground that it would mean "our standard of

living will become static.” Only if the labor lead-
ers make it so! The escalator clause is a starting
point, one that can overcome the immediate prob-
lem of inﬂaiioncry prices that are in their effect
cutting wages, wiping out gmn. and depressmg
living standards.

In our opinion, a nation-wide campaign to write
an escalator clause into every union contract can-
not only be successful; but, in its success, it will
rank among the greatest achievements of the labor
movement. Obviously, the-escalator’ clause by itself
is insufficient, however great the advance it would.
mark. The point is that it can be given greater
meaning by a parallel campaign for wage increases
without price increases.

HOW WILL CAMPAIGN BE CONDUCTED?

Hence the value of the CIO campaign as stated,
but not outlined, by Murray and Reuther. A little
less than a year ago it inspired the General Motors
workers in their magnificent strike. Though their
demand fired the entire labor movement, they were
left to continue the fight alone, and so had to re-
treat. Embraced by the whole of the CIQO, as is now

_proposed, it can become the rallying cry for such

a demonstration of union solidarity and victory
as the country has not before seen.

There.we come to the heart of the weakness in
the Murray and Reuther position. It appears to us
as though the campaign was not implemented by
any course of action or plan of campaign. Even at
the convention, Reuther’s speech can hardly be said
to have, been -as effective as the arguments he ad-
vanced last year on behalf of the General Motors
strikers. The figures were clear, the argument un-
answerable, the logic demanding action by its very
inner gdrive. And that time it was linked with such
a necéssary and reasonable demand as Open the
Books;i

We missed this, the spirit as well as the actual
conielg!. in the speeches at the CIO g¢onvention.

'We gre not here dealing with Murray's fuzzy think-
ing or reasoning on behalf of the campaign. We
accepd the campaign.as stated by the CIO leaders
atits"tace value. However, to be genuinely mean-
ingful it requires some statement of direction. And

_ that,was_lacking, except for a declaration that
+ “$here is no threat of strike in the offing,” ‘aid a’

feeble protest that the big manufacturers can get
‘away with statements in the public press for which
labor leaders would be denounced.
If there is no threat of strike in the offing, just
how does President Murray mean to effect his de-
\ mand? We are not here
' Announces P"une implying that strikes
have to be called imme-
diately. Calling strikes,
when, where and how, is
| the business of the labor
leaders and of the rank
and file in the unions
who judge their own
needs. We are not calling
strikes in the columns of
our paper! But it does
seem to us as though the
situation calls at least
[ for the “threat” of
strikes, unless Murray
has some other real sure-
fire way of achieving la-
bor’s demands. Reuther
said something about a
war chest of $10,000,000
to counteract the well organized and wealthy cam-
paign of the financiers and industrialists. This is
(Continued on page 2)

PHILIP MURRAY

By HENRY JUDD

a sore spot in Europe to which the

crats, while the Anglo-Americans

creating a permanent - government

Big Power Blocs Vie for Control of Trieste

Wishes of Trieste People Disregarded as Big Four Ministers Wrangle Over How Strategic Area Shall Be Governed

pull out and see Tito’s strutting

¢ "q'zsieshe- ~and

At the meetings of the Big Four -

Foreign Ministers, now taking place

in New York’s Waldorf-Astoria, a

tight . deadlock exists and grows
deeper. The issues involved, reaching
far beyond the fate of that seaport
city, have become of such importance
that it is claimed that their solving
will unloosen the deadlock involving
all the Powers and make possible the
speedy conclusion of treaties with
Italy and other European Powers.

While the Trieste issue has great
importance, it is incorrect that its
solution would bring a speedy end to
the conflict between the Powers and
move Europe more rapidly toward
peace and reconstruction. Its solu-
tion would only pave the way for
discussions on the yet more difficult,
complex and more controversial
problems of treaties with Austna
and Germany.

STRATEGIC CENTER

Yet the dispute over Trieste is Sig-
nificant, for what it reveals of -the

motives and methods of the Big Four,
~in hand!ing Europe and its: ‘problems.
1&5 surmundmg tern- 73

soothing balm of agreement, peace
and economic recovery needs to be
applied. It is a strategic center, a
vital spot in the power game of the
1mpenahst rivals and each is anx-
ious to maneuver so that it domi-
nates the fate of this city.

Trieste is a strategic port on the
Adriatie, . and whoever wins it wins
control over that sea. Trieste is a
railway center, branching out in all
directions to Yugoslavia, Italy and

:Austria. Trieste is a valuable ship-

building center, a trading and com-
mercial center of high importance.
In the fundamental division existing

between the Anglo-American part-.

ners and the Russians with their

-satellites, Trieste is a prize package

worth slipping into anyone's pocket.

But the longer the negotiations
have procéeded, the more serious
have the differences become. This
does not: exclude the final arriving
at an agreement, but at the moment
this does not appear to be in sight.
Durihg the course of the negotia-
tions, the Russians, represented by
leading Stahmst‘. Molotov, have clev-
erly maneuvered so that they (lo
i behold appeat- as the de

represented by Byrnes and Bevins
appear as the anti-democratic au-
thoritarians! As for the French rep-
resentative (some stupid Comte or
other), he doesn’t appear at all.

REASONS FOR DISPUTE

How did this occur? A Free Ter-
ritory of Trieste, established by stat-
utes, is to be established under
United Nations control. To this de-
gree, all have agreement. It is over
the concrete statutes, investing pow-
ers in a proposed Governor of
Trieste, police, etc., that the sharp
disagreements have taken place.
Russian imperialism, knowing that
Yugoslavs are a majority in the ter-
ritory and knowing too that their

friend and stooge Marshal Tito is-

just around the corner where he can
exert terror-pressure on the popula-
tiof, is anxious to fix the statutes so
that the Yugoslavs: can, through
supposedly legal forms, seize power
and turn the entire area over to
Stalinized Yugoslavia. They there-
fore want a Governor with weakened

'powers, and with real power resting

in the hands of a constituént assem-
. be ealled for the purpose 01:'

They aren

for the territory.

. Byrnes and Bevin, on the other
hand, are most anxious of all to pre-
vent seizure of the area by Tito, and
therefore desire to install all kinds
of safeguards against such possibili-
ties, as well as statutes that will
give them, the Anglo-Americans, the
power to intervene at any moment.
They therefore wish a Governor with
wide powers, including the right to
control the police, suspend legisla-
tion, issue decrees, declare martial
law, ete. This Governor proposed by
America’and England would, in ef-
fect, have the powers of an all-
mighty dictator. He would also be
-appointed by the Security Council of
the UN, where the Anglo-Americans

have a majority, as against Molo- -

tov's proposal that the Foreign Min-
isters agree on who he is to be.

PEOPLE NOT CONSULTE‘D

In addition, the whole question of
fixing a date for the evacuation of
Trieste by foreign.troops is under
dispute, with Molotov insisting upon

| date 90 days after the Italian
treaty poes into effect-and-the‘others _
insisting upon no definite date at all. |
’t ‘particularly anxious to. | .

Stalinists walk in the next day!

These differences, of course, re-
veal the profound and mutual dis-

,trust these two power-hungry bloecs

have for each other. It goes without
saying that the desires and wishes
of the Trieste people—be they Italian

or Yugoslav—are in no way what-
ever consulted or considered.' There

"is no spokesman from either nation-

ality permitted at the hearings. This
is the situation, reactionary and
the propsed socialist solution to this
hypocritical, as it appears today. For
difficult problem, see November 11
issue of LABOR ACTION and the
coming issue.

Inside Labor Action

Resolutions of the Workers Par-
ty National Committee on the re-
cent celections and the "aﬁti-Red”
campaign in the trade unions.

Turn to Page 3. '

R TRUMAN!

With John L. Lewis, head of the United Mine Workers,
scheduled to stand trial on Wednesday, November 27, for con-
tempt of court, 400,000 miners showed their contempt for the
government's strike-breaking action by quitting the pits. ,

Acting with characteristic solidarity and determination, ﬂle
400,000 miners held fast to their principle, "No Contract, No

Work," despite the violent anti-union campaign unleashed by
the government to break the power and militancy of the UMW.

- While the headlines are being written about the court battle :

between the union and the government, the miners.are wriﬂng

the real story in coal pits paralyzed by their militancy.

Push Demand
For Seattle
Price Control

[
+ SEATTLE, Nov. 15 — Persistent Seat-
tle housewives appeared before Seat-
tle’s City Council to reiterate their
‘demand for a city ordinance estab-
lishing the price of milk at 14 ‘cents
this week. The Council passed the
buck to the Commitiee on Public

Safety and Health and on Tuesday,
November 12, a committee ‘of ‘the
Homemakers' Price Control League.

doggedly presented to the Committee

its plea. The:.ordinance. was: referrved -
1o, the Corporation Council and the,
request for a resolution -dgainst the -

high prices was ﬁled

This rebuff by Sea.ttle s city fathers

has not discouraged the Price Control
League. Plans are under way for the
organization of a caravan to Olympia
to place the case for lower milk
prices before the Governor.

The ladies speaking before the
committee were treated to, a high
class legalistic run-around by the
Seattle Council. In answer to the
charge that the Council had no au-
thority to act, Mrs. Helen Burns,
member of the League, read chapter
and verse from the city charter.

OFFER TO DO CONTROLLING

Some of the Public Safety Commit-
fee members expressed their sympa-
thy for the demands of the League
but pointed out that they were pow-
erless to act, for by passage of such
an ordinance a precedent would be
set for price control on all commodi-
ties. “We don't have the apparatus to
investigate or enforce the prices,”
they. said.

Mrs. Rose Palmquist, speaking for
the League,- assured the committee

. that their organization was prepared

to do all the investigating and en-
forcement if the committee would
recommend passage of the ordinance.

After the “liberal” evasions came
a roar of pain and anguish of the
outright reaction, represented on the
committee by Councilman Harlan,
who indignantly defended the rights
of private property as being prior
to and more important than the sat-
isfaction of the milk requirement of
Seattle’s families, who are mow pay-
ing 19 and 20 cents a quart for milk.

This interview with thé City Coun-
cil's sub-committee is the latest step
in a campaign organized in Seattle in
the last month to bring the price of
milk down. The increase in milk
prices a month ago was met by indig-
nation and a hastily organized phone-
calling campaign culminating in a
demonstration in front of City Hall.
This was followed by the issuance
of a, petition and the calling of a
meeting to set up a permanent house-
wives' organization to combat puce
increases,

The foundation meeting of the now
existing League had an attendance of
two hundred fifty women; from that
meeting a strategy board of thirty-
two was established and a caravan to
the City Council planned.

The future of this League depends
decisively on the organization of tens
of thousands of Seattle’s women. Hard
work and patience will in the end
bring the indignant but as yet immo-
bile masses into the movement:
Homemakers are striking. They are
cutting down in their purchase of
milk and milk by-products. This is
so partly because of economic neces-
sity and partly because of the or-
ganized strike. However, to date they
have not responded en masse to the
call-of the-Lieague to'take organized

and systemat.lc actlon to solve the

Leaders of the AFL and l'he :
CIO have announced that Hley
are backing the mine workers :
to the hilt against the govern-
ment's injunction procedure.
Whatever the disputes be-
tween the union leaders and inslile
the unions, the whole labor muu»

ment stands united with the - min%
workers in-a solid front against the

‘government's attack on the right of :

unions to strike. Union Ieaderi.
known for their strong opposition to
Lewis, have been compelled by the
necessity of defending unionism to
announce their support of Lewis as
the representative of the mine work-
ers.in bis fight with the guvemmﬁn{ ;
‘Appeéaring inr Washington's Federal
District Court on Monday, November
25,.Lewis was cited for contempt by

Defies Injunction

LlSa.-

Justice Alan T. Goldsborough who

last week issued an injunction order
demanding that the union cancel its
notice of termination of contract,
Lewis and the union, given until No=-
vember 27 to “purge themselves' of
contempt,” ignored the injunction
order and proceeded to act accord-
ing to what was demanded by union
interests. Union attorneys are pre-
pared to argue that the union was
(1) within its legal rights in serving
notice of cancellation of contract.
and (2) that the government is vio-
lating the Norris-La Guardia Act in
issuing the injunction, The Norris-La
Guardia Act says nothing in it about
strilkes against the government, put-
ting them on the same“plane as any
other strikes, and barring injunctions
in all strikes. :

BIG ISSUES INVOLVED o
The legal battle that will begin on
November 27 is one.of llﬂmepse ime-
portance to the labor movement, “At
issue is the entire business of injync-
tion procedure against unions, Should
the government, for example, be suc-
cessful in its action against the -
miners, then 52 members of the CIO's |
United Electrical and Radio Workérs
Union in New Jersey, also facing
(Centinued on page 2)

The Boss's Dicfionar_ylz'




LABOR ACTION

December 2, 1946

Washmgfon Group Urges Labor Party

By VINCENT WHEELON

SEATTLE—The Washington Staie
Committee for a Labor Party, an or-
ga‘rttzatw?t of union militants, is urg-
ing AFL and CIO locals to place
themselves on record for independ-
ent labor political action. Ultimate
goal is to build an instrument that
can be tied to any national move-
meﬂt for a genuine labor party.

. The committee was set up over a
_ year ago by advanced rank-and-file
union members who saw clearly that

* the drive in Congress and local legis-

latures to smash the organized lahor
movement with union-shackling laws:’
demands that American workers set
in motion their own political appara-
tus.

The CLP declares that the Repub-
lican and Democratic machines are
“company parties” run by the “boss-
es.” Just as the workers have cleaned
up the labor movement by tossmg
out “company unions,” the commlt-
tee explains, “they must now beat
down the boss politicians by build-
ing their own party and eleetmg
‘their own candidates to office.”

The inevitable consequences of the
“Republican landslide” on Nov. 5
cannot help but ripen further the
will of union members. to struggle

olitically. It is already clear that,
gesplte warnings of such GOP “left
wingers” as Senator Wayne Morse,
Oregon, to his party colleagues in
the 80th Congress that they must go
easy on labor, the Republicans have
already blueprinted an attack on un-
ions. Senator Joseph H. Ball, Minne-
sota, has called for passage of the
Case bill and legislation to outlaw

. the closed shop.

Appraisal of union forces in the
state convinced founders of the CLP
that little headway could be made
tinless some means could be found to
break members of the AFL from the
tradrtlonal Gomper formula: “re-

= _;ward your friends and defeat your
_+ enemies.” A base of operations had
| to be secured in the AFL because its

members account for 90 per “cent of

orgamzed labor in Washmgton
Slgmﬁcant support has been ob-

tained among AFL menibers. But

S ﬁndmg excellent response :t'rom the

International Longshoremen and
Warehousemens Union (CIO), the
. CLP steering committee has recom-
mended that members in this orgna-
lzatron base their agitation on the

party.” The greatest single bloe of
AFL support, so far, has been ob-
tained in Boilermakers Local 104.
Over 200 wunionists, representing
about 30 locals, have joined the Com-
mittee for a Labor Party. In doing
so they signed a petition reading:
“We, the undersigned trade un-

; ionists, being convinced that organ-

ized labor should have its own inde-
pendent political mstmment he_reby
join the formation of the Washing-
ton State Committee for a Labor

Buffalo Meeting
On WP.Program
Attracts Union Men

Seventy-five friends and members
of the Buffalo branch of the Work-
‘- ers Party attended a meeting for Al-
bert Goldman, former atiorney for
Leon Trotsky on November 21. At
least sixty of- those present were
- from the UAW and other CIO shops
in Buffalo. The meeting was held at
the Workers Party headquarters, 639
Main Street.

Goldman, who is at present a mem-
ber of the National Committee of
the Workers Party, spoke on “For a
Socialist America.” Emphasizing the
bankruptey of the Democratic and
Repubhean Parties, Goldman advo-
* ¢ated "a break with the capitalist
parties and the formation of an in-
dependent Labor Party. Goldman
pointed out that only a party which
stands for the nationalizatioh of in-
industry under workeérs’ control,
which demands full political and
-economic rights for all, and which
bases itself upon the trade unions
ean ever begin to solve the prob-
lems of housing, prices and wages.

‘The union men present, and par-
txeularly those militants who had
Just recently come off the picket line
at the K. R. Wilson pIant in Arcade,

N. ¥., voiced thelr assent as Goldman
characterlzed the police as agents of
the capltahst class.

- In answer to a question about the
role of the Communist Party in the
trade unions, Goldman replied:

“Union militants must beware of
the Stalinist rule or ruin policy in
the union movement. They must be
fought uncompromisingly but they
must be fought on the union floor
and not by red-baiting appeals to
the reactionary elements. Gathered
around the Workers Party program,
militant unionists can build genume
demoeratlc and progressive unions,
and thereby destroy Stahmst at-
tempts at domination.”

All sections of the working class
in ‘Buffalo were represented at the
meeting, The interest and enthusiasm
of the friends and members were
more than justified when six people
‘who had been studying the Workers

Party development indicated thelr i
; “illi.ngtaess to join. the party. :

slogan: “turn ‘the PAC into a labor

Party. It is understaoo‘, that the func-
tion of this committee shall not be to
act as a labor party, but to inform
workers of the necessity for a labor
party and to urge the unions of this
state to go on récord favoring the es-
tablishment of such an independent
political instrument by labor.”

The committee’s brochure, entitled
“Build the Labor Party,” is a clear,
down-to-earth presentation of why
only independent political action by
labor can beat down the “company
parties " It stresses the point that

“union members must assume the
initial responmblllty for formmg the
labor par‘ty because organized indus-
trial and agrlcultural workers con-
stltute “the’ ‘chief "economic “determi-
nent of the natlon ..The warkers

who are able to combine their
strength and aet in unison, because
they are organized, likewise have it
in their powel to control the national
economy.”

The CLP declares its function to
be “both organizational and educa-
tional. Although the committee will
not act as a pbhtleal party, its pur-
pose is fo move unions to cut their
ties with ex1st1ng capltallst partles
and form their own independent po-
litical instrument. This requires ed-
ucation of individual members and
organization of pro-labor forces in
each union.”

Under “methods of action” the
CLP brochure calls for education
among active unionists which devel-
ops into agitation at “points of con-

Wage Plan--

(Continued from page 1)

hardly a staggering sum for so huge a purpose. If anything, it
is modest, for we assume it would be used to unite the strategy
of all the CIO unions in an active campaign.

LABOR WILL APPEAR AS LEADER OF THE PEOPLE

Commentmg on the General Motors strike demand laet year,
we halled it as a demand of extreme significance, marking a new
stage in the development of the American working class, the

sense of which would lead labor to further demands and higher’

achievements. We took it for our own use and, calling it the GM
Program, made it the number one demand in our price-wage pro-

gram.

By it we understand all such other démands as necessarily
flow from it in order for it to be effective—such demands as
Open the BooI‘(’;. Bf its very nature, it invades the prerogoiives
of capitalist enterprise, for it can only mean that _Iqb__er demands
a voice in the determination of wages, prices and profits. It is
a sign of labor’s ll;lﬂ‘l'lll'lty, its uhdd-y to reorganize society and,
in our OPII'IIPI'I. leads to more advcnced sirqules against the ma-
r.lunery and sunehi'y of ‘monopolist private en'l'erprlse.

The importance of the CIO’s statement, if carried through
to effective agitation and realization, has broad implications.
Among other things, it will reverse the trend of the elections, in
which many sections of the lower middle class and farm popu-
lation moved away from labor to the side of big business. Such
a campaig:n as is now contemplated will demonstrate, as did the
GM strike, that labor is the leader of the people as a whole.
; Standrng on the srmp]e demand for a wage increase without per-

' mitting a corresponding (and usually it is a greater) increase in
prices will be proof that labor speaks for the great mass of peo-
ple. Thus, behind this demand can be rallied the support of all
but those handful of social bankrupt—industrialists, meat mo-
nopolists, landlords, etc.—whose class rule actively operates
against the welfare of the people. '

The consequences of the CIO position, if put into practice,
can be far-reaching in changing the American scene and in rais-
ing the standard of living of the people. We therefore applg:;u_lel_
its decision and look forward to its implementation. -

NEW INTERNATIONAL SUBSCRIPTION DRIVE..

SHOWS PROGRESS IN MANY FIELDS

The campaign for The New Inter-
national, our monthly Marxist theo-
retical publication, has really begun
to move ahead now, with some excel-
lent results being obtained. This cam-
paign has set as its goal the obtain-
ing” of 500 new subscriptions to the
magazine, as well as substantial in-
creases in public, newsstand and gen-
eral ‘circulation.

" Best results, so far, have been
achieved on the latter, although the
drive for new subscriptions is fast
approaching the 100 mark. We ex-
pected the first 100 to be the hardest
and are .certain 'that once this has
been ‘overcome, the other subscrip-
tions set in quotas will come’in rap-
idly. ]\\Iew York Clty, by arrangement
with ' professmnal distributors, has
leaped ahead in the newsstand circu-
lation from 300 in previous ‘months to
an all-time total of 900 expected with
the fortheommg Deeembel issue,

’ These 900 ‘copies of the December is-

sue of The Néw International will be
placed on all leading newsstands in
the boroughs of Manhattan, Bronx
and Brooklyn. The "Gowanus area is
the latest section of New York to dis-

play The New International! Brook-
Iyn will simply not be kept down!
On the subscription front, several
branches and New International
agents have finally begun an active
résponse to the campaign needs of
the magazine. New York City is
leading with 16 subs, Chicago is
close behind with 14, Detroit has 10.
In Detroit alone, Comrade Sammy
Armstrong has put himself down to
obtain 15 subs in person, and per-
haps more! Sammy gets his subs by
entrancing his hearers with trumpet
riffs and then signing them up.

Agent Henry ‘W. from the Balti-
more youth organization writes us
that, “The New International sub-
scription drive has been announced
at membership meetings and a quota
has been set for each member to
meet. The possibilities of meeting
this quola are favorable.” We might
add that Baltimore has already sent
in five new subscriptions.

There still remains over a month
to devote to this campaign. We are
now fairly well on our way, and hope
for complete success in this activity.

The Neur

INTERNATIONAL

—| A Monthly Organ of Revolutionary Marxism

NAME

"4 Court Square, Long Island City 1, N. Y.
Six lssoes — Six Month Subscription — $1,00

- Enclosed is $1.00 for the Introductory, $1.00 Six-Month:
Subscription to THE NEW INTERNATIONAL.

ADDRESS

CITY

ZONE NO.._ STATE

Sl AT U

centration” ; for conferences, mass
meetings, a speakers bureay, print-
ing of literature in order to develop
pro-labor party sentiment to the
pomt where resolutions can be
passed in local unions to indorse the
CLP and contribute ﬁnanela‘lly for
its support.

DEFEQTS OF THE COMMITTEE

The committee’s main defect has
been the lack of contmued agrtatlon
for 'a labor party around such spe-
cific issues as anti-labor legislation,
price inflation, failure of the nation-
al housing prgoram, struggle for the
FEPC bill and numerous other is-
sues that have occupied the attentlon
of the workers during the hectic : ses-
sions of the 79th Congress.

The committeemen started with
every intention of ufilizing these is-
.sues to orient labor to o pohftwaﬁ
position. But the burden of setf.mg
up the machinery, wcutatmg peti-
tions, the lack of manpower and a
far too heavy emphasis on the or-
ganizational structure at the ex-
pense of educational work has pre-
vented the CLP from being in a po-
sition to capitalize on these rich
propaganda possibilities.

In the first few months of its ex-
istence the committee generated
considerable enthusiasm. But after
this initial spurt, the response began
to lag. Only a few came to meetings
and finally they were discontinued
for a long period.

This experience has taught CLP
leaders that they must not wait for
" “big events” to precipitate a spon-
taneous mobilization of the workers
in a movement toward independent
political action. Committeemen real-
ize that while the coming period will
be characterized by intense class an-
tagonisms expressed in renewed out-
breaks of strikes and parhamentdry
struggles against anti-union legisla-
tion, it is necessary to turn CLP aec-
tivity back to the patient business of
convineing 1nd1v:duals in various un-

ions.

The Repuhllean landslide in Wash-
ington State wiped out De Lacy and
state legislators Thos. C. Rabbitt,
William J, Pennock and George Hur-
ley who are Stalinist accomplices.
There has' been a general feeling
here that the’ Communist Party will
shortly call for the formation of a
labor or a “third” party "But De
Laey declared. t}vo days a;l:'ter elec-
{ion: “It has not been demoénstrated
that efforts to maintain a progres-
sive position in the Democratic
Party are futile, either on a state or
national basis.”

At any rate, experience here
proves that there is plenty of rank-
and-file response to the concept of a
labor party. And from here on out
the CLP is going to capitalize on
this sentiment for all it is worth.

GOLDMAN SPEAKS
ON WAGE RISE
ISSUE IN AKRON

By GEORGE WHITNEY

AKRON, Nov. 20—Albert Goldman,
former attorney for Leon Trotsky and
member of the National Committee
of the Workers Party, spoke here this
evening to an audience composed of
members of the party, sympathizers
and friends. He spoke on the struggle
for Vage increases and the future of
the Amerlean workmg class.

Goldman pointed out that during
the Second World War there was no
difficulty in manufacturing $100,000,-
000 worth of warships, tens.of thou-
sands of airplanes and other instri-
ments of destruction but that now
the government and big business find
it impossible to provide housing and
“peacetime” necessities. The freason
for this, he explained, is that during
the war American imperialism was
menaced by a rival German imperial-
ism and that therefore it was entirely
to their interest to organize produc-
tion. He also pointed out ‘that all pro-
duction was .based on g‘uaranteed
profits and that under “cost plus”
the greater the wastage and cost, the
greater the profit.

Now, however, there is no such in-
eentlve 'Goldman pointed out. The
question of housing for the homeless
and necessztkes for the working class
does not zmmedlately involve the
questron of the existence of Amer-
ican lmperrahsm The government of
big business is not now so amﬂous to
produce for an uncertain market
Yet it cannot help but be understood
by everyone now that the only way
to solve the problems of today is

through planning of production. The

government of the business men will

. not cause this planmng fo come about

when it is no longer in.their inter-
ests; therefore the worl_{mg class
must undertake the task.

Goldman pointed “out that the
Workers Party supports every strike
of the working class but that the real
solution to the problems of the work-
ers lies not in individual strikes
which may or may not wage in-
creases only:to have them taken away
through price increases. Rather the
solution to the problem lies in the
fcrmatlon of an independent Lahor
Party based on: ;he ﬁght for power

TAPPING THE WALL STREET WIRE

The aim of Big Business, to legalize the former
black market prices, is now complete. With practically
all price controls scrapped, OPA officials snickeringly
refer to their ageney as the Office of Rice Administra-
tion, rice being almost the only commodity left under
control. But it isn’t a funny situation at all. For the
people of this nation, it spells tragedy Here, for your
record, is what has happened in the first four days
since President Truman’s sweeping decontrol order ‘of
November 9:

Hide prices—soared over, Illl.'l per coni- over pre-
vious price ceilings.

Steel scrap—up $2.50 a ton, Novemher 12, an-
other $2.50 November 13.

Rayon—up 10-20 per cent.

Copper—up 25 per cent.

L,eod—up 30 per cent.

.

ﬂec frical uppllﬂnces———up 10-60 per cent. '

dry and dry cleaning prices—up 10 per cent.
Typewrilers-—np 10-15 per cent. <
Sweaters—up an average of $1.

Sheeis towels, pillowcases—up 5 per cent.
Men s 'hosiery—up 5-8 per cent,

Lingerie—up 10 per cent.

Shoes-—nme companies roised prices 20 per cent.
Polnf—rnse of 30-40 per ceni predkfed immedn-
ately. i

Innerspring mpﬂresses—up shor;aly

General Motors announced it had immediately in-
créased prices of all cars and trucks $100. Willys-Over-
land increased prices on jeeps and station wagons by
$44 and $48 respectively. Zenith raised prices of. its
radios from 2 to 20 per cent. Carpets went up 5-10 per
cent. Some cotton goods went up £5 per cent. Gum
turpentine went up 20 cents a gallon. International
Harvester increased prices on all farm implements and
tractors 9 per cent. Minneapolis-Moline farm equip-
ment went up 10 per cent. U. S. Steel announced it
would raise prices of those products “now being sold
below cost.”...The New York Journal of Commerce
predicted that decontrol would drive the general com-
modity price level up about 10-12 per cent the first
week. :

®

“BUSINESSMEN TORMENTED"
“Pricing dilemmas torment businessmen,” writes the
Wall Street .lourllal Manufacturers, wholesalers, retail-

ers, are being torn between their ingrained cupidity and,

their fear that the consumers won't and can't take it....
The &Fl. recently compared food odvorfisemenf: pub-
lished in Washington, D C., newspapers in June, 1939,
and those appearing November 1, 1946. “Increases as
high as 500 and 600 per cent were noted in basic and
routine items on the average American tabie,” said the
AFL. The Labor Department's Bureau of Labor Stutuhcs.
on the other hand, says its retail - price ‘index shows
"only”” an 86.2 per cent increase for the same perlod
Guess it depends on who does the ﬁgurmg. ... The Jour-
nal of Commerce's daily index of 30 sensitive :ommodﬂ'y
prices has risen 50 points since July, 1948, as mu:h as
the total increase from 1942-1946.

FOREIGN TRADE BUST ‘COMING

Big Business in this country is worried about the
foreign trade situation, afraid that the boom will break
when foreigners have no more cash. Foreign nations
have been buying U. 8. exports with dollar surpluses
built up during the war, or with money shipped out of

By JACK RANGER

those countries before the war, or with loans from the
Export-Import Bank. They will soon run out of dollars
and will have to borrow more money—or sell to the:
U. 8. “Sell what?” is the question that worries U. S.
industry. The recent war lessened this country’s . de-
pendency on the outside for raw materials. ... For in-
stance, in 1940 the U.'S. paid $570 millions for three
big eommodrt‘:es—t:p, rubber, silk. But nylon and rayon
factories have finished off the great silk trade. The U. S.
consumed 463 000 tons of synthetic rubber in the first
seven months o:t' 1946 and only 106,000 tons of natural
rubber. Only tm remains. . . .Whereas before the War,
U. S. exports averaged about 20 per cent above im-
ports, today they are about double imports. This off-
balance mtuatlon cannot preva:l much longer.

HOUSING SITUATION WORSE

The housin siiuofion will grow worse. The sharp rise
in the price of lumber, plumbing ﬁ:i-ures. brick and clay,
rooﬁng. msuln'}lon. electrical equipmenl will just nbout
ﬁnisl’l off the Ileges of many people to build their own
Immes. Renh are sure to go up “shortly ohouf 15 per
cenf. A hood-on collision is coming befween the land-
lords und their natural enemies, the" tenants.... A sur\rey
of servicomen being discharged reveals that 55 per ‘tent
ore ‘searching for housing in the so-called "middle-ran-l-nl
bracket" of $30-$40 monthly. Some 34. per cent want
housing in the $30-cr-less bracket, and only 11 per cent
can afford o pay $50 or more. Almost everyone of these
servicemen are doomed to disappointment,

e
THE INSURANCE MAN'S SOUL v

I always wondered what insurance salesmen had'in
their souls. N¢ w a fellow iamed Wendell F. Hanselman,
president of .lgency Management Assn., let’s us in.
Speaking in Chicago the other day, he said: “One of
the greatest obstacles to communism is the group of
more than 100,000 trained life insurance salesmen.

These men have imbedded in their souls the sermon of
thrift and free enterprlse 2

GETTING I!ID OF SURPLUS

With all the talk of shortages, represenlqﬂus of 13
nations are now ‘meeting in London, behind closed doors,
trying to figure out what the hell to do with the vast
wartime accumulation of wool, without upsetting the
world market. One official thought it might take "12 or
13 yours" to get rid of the surplus.

WHAT HAPPENS IN WASHINGTON

Under pressure of many unions, Congress and Tru-
man created a “full employment” braintrust not.so
long ago. The Wall Street Journal reports that mem-
bers of the “Counml of Economic Advisers,” so created,
are
whistle in surprise.” Their thinking, it seems, “has most
nearly crystallized in the direction of legal curbs on
union activities.” The group has held off-the-record dis-
cussion with: John Steelman’s Office of Reeconversion,

and proposed a revision of the National Labor Rela- -

tlons Act to the beneﬁt of the employers, abolition of

“union mcnopolies” to make it lmpossrble for a un1on to
bargain on an industry-wide basis, and other means of
hampering labor démands and ability to take strike ac-
tion. The couneil, it is reported, hopes that a bit of
“seare talk” will frighten the unions out of “any rash
acts they may be contemplating.”

United Mine Workers Defy
Strikebreaker Government - -

“nourishing ideas that may make labor leadérs -

(Continued from page 1)

trial for violating an injunction, will
be in immediate jeopardy.

But the bigger issue of whether a
union has the right to strike when it
thm,ks it necessary, whether or not
the plant is technically held by the
government, will not be decided by
the courts but by the action of the
miners themselves. It is something
that rests entirely in the hands of
labor. The fiction that labor cannot
strlke agamst the government is re-
eewmg a proper answer in the sdent
coal pits.

Behind the
union and the government is the
real issue: the government's attempt
to craek the UMW on the one side,

" and the miners' determination to pro-
tect their union and to seek a new
contract with the operators on the
other. As explained in last week’s
LABOR ACTION, the government's
action arose out of a calculated plan
to  crush the effectiveness of the
UMW, and through that, the effec-
tiveness of all unions. This plan goes
back a long time, to Ickes' demand,
while he was Secretary of the Inte-
rior, that Truman act to “break Lew-
is.” When, before the elections, Lewig
called for new contract negotiations,
the government first agreed to nego-
tiate, and then, after the elections,
decided the time had come to test
its strength against the labor move-
ment. :

In the circumstances, the miners
are waging a battle on behalf of all
labor. If the government is success-
ful against the miners it will be em-
boldened to l.ry to straight-jacket the
rest of the labor union movement on
the eve of its drive for wage raises.

" "The miners want a contract with
the operators and in this contract

they want provisions for a wage raise |

and a new agreement on hours. The
mines were taken over by the gov-
ernment when many operators re-
"fused to sign the last contract, pro-
viding a welfare fund. Rumors, how-
ever, are now current that the coal
operators are seeking to arrgnge a
deal to sign with the union.

STRENGTH OF MINERS

The press has made much of the
fact that miners’ wages average some
$14 50 a day. In only a few cases

battle between -the'

have they cited the real facts which
reduce the miners’ average wage so
much that at the end of the week
the miner and his family are left
with a few dollars in cash. In only
a few cases have they cited the facts
about conditions in the coal towns,
the accidents, the months spent with-
out work for one reason or another.
The strength of the miners’ union

lies essentially in the fact that the:

miners built the unjon and improved
their conditions at enormous sacrifice,
The strength of the miners' umon lies
in the memory of the Ludlow Massa-
cre, where company deputies shot 22
women and children, and in the
memory of Harlan, lgy, where com-
pany deputies 1mposed a reign ‘of
terror. It lies as well in the victories
won  against the barbaric strangle-
hold of mine operators who ruled
their cbal towns like feudal barons.

We strongly believe that the mine
operators have demonstrated that
ownership cannot be left in their
hands. They have proved their cal-
lous indifference to the needs of the
mine workers. They have proved the
bankruptey of their operation, which
has periodically doomed miners to
starvation so severe that emergency
food shipments have been necessary
to relieve famine, and which contin-
ually subjects the miners to hazard-
ous work at inadequate pay and with
small protection.

We strongly believe there is only
one way to solve the needs of the
miners and that is by the national-
ization of the mines UNDER WORK-
ERS’ CONTROL! That bears no re-
semblance whatsoever to government
operation of the mines. But the issue
right now is the miners’ fight against
the government. It is a proof that
every gquestion resolves itself in the
end to politma,l as well as economic
power. For that reason, as well as
the simpler rea.sons of union solidar-
ity and protectmn. it is an issue of ex-
treme lmportance to Ia.bor

Increasmgly, every wage struggle,
every strike battle, involves the gov-
ernment. Thus the miners’ fight today
has a double significance of immeas-
urable consequence to labor. It is the
elementary duty of every working
man and woman to take his side with
the miners. ﬁegardless of what hap-
pena m the eourts, the issue’ w111 be

joined in the coal fields, and there,
haeked by the labor movement, the
miners are certain to emerge vic-

. toriously.

HAWAH SUGAR
STRIKERS WIN

The CIO's most far-flung outpost
won a smashing victory last week in
the settlement of the 75-day Hawai-

ian strike of sugar plantation work-.

ers. The workers were affiliated to

. the International Longshoremen -dnd

Warehousemens Union, Wthh func-
tions in Hawaii as a one- big-union
movement. Twenty - eight thousand
strlkers go back' to work with a pay
Jnerease of 1814 cents an hour It
should 'be remembered that the pay
scale before the sirike was so low
that the raise represents about 33 per
cent,

*In forty years of labor struggles,
this is the first time that the planta-
tion laborers were organized by a

union from the “mamland " and the-

first time that the strikers were suc-
cessful. Even attempts by the bosses
to fall back on new ‘workers arriving
from the Ilocos coast of the Phlllp-
pines failed, as the immigrants Wwere

met at the dock by Ilocano- speakmg-

orgamzers, and mgned up in the
umon Some 75 per cent of the sugar
workers in Hawaii are Frhpmos
The solidity of the strike had its
eﬂeet on local politics. Farrington,
Hawaii’s delegate to Congress, run-
ning for re-election ‘on the Republi-
can tlcket actually came out editor-
ially in his paper, the’ Honolulu Star-
Bulletin, on the side of the strikers.
This tactlc obviously designed to ap-
pease the new, vigorous unions until
they can be successful]y housebroken.
was too much for the drehards, ,who
ralled and ranted against Farrmg-
tons stand throughout the electron
campalgn Uniortunately, her as
elsewhere, the PAC is tied to the
capitalist politicians, endorsmg Far-
rmgton as well as many ,Demoerats.
mstead of using the new ground-
swell of labor in the islands for the
purpose of forming . an m,depemlent
Labor Party. But as the sugar Work-

.ers continte their struggles they wrll

take the next step and’ ‘break
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WORK FOR A WORKERS' GOVERNMENT
BY JOINING THE WORKERS PARTY!
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The greqt victory of the Republi-
can Party and the rout of the Demo-
cratic Administration in the Novem-
ber elections marks a strong shift to

. the right not' only of the big bour-

‘geoisie but also of the middle classes.
The defeat of the Democratic Party

' was -predetermined by .the complete

abandonment of New Dealism, upon
which was based the effectual coali-
tion of the workers and the middle
classes that enabled the Democratic
Party to. attain government power
again and to hold it for more. than
three presidential administrations.
The. abandonment of New: Dealism
was not, however, followed by the
adoption of the mere or less openly
and. consistently reaetionary policy of
the  Republican: Party. As a result,
the: Demoeratie Party wavered and
oscillated: in its policies. It irritated
all: the classes and satisfied: none of
them- in- any of the important fields
of. foreign and:domestic policy. There-
by it lost the support not only of the
middle classes, but also, of consider-
able sections of the working class,
that is, its conservative sections; who
either abstained from the elections ors,
else. supported the Republican Party
directly: As in the case of the middle
classes, these sections of the working
class voted for the Republican candi-
date, not out of political confidence
in their party but primarily—given
the: absence of any significant work-
ing: class political alternative—as a
protest: against the vacillation of the

‘Democratic Administration and its

inability to deal firmly and consist-
ently. with' any of the urgent eco-
nomic and political problems.

The elections also marked a defeat

“for the' official labor movement and
“‘for’ official ‘labor politics. The great

majority of the candidates supported
by the organized labor movement
(including the PAC) were -defeated
at the polls. But this was not a defeat
for independent working-class politi-
cal action. On the contrary, it was-a
defeat for capitalist labor politics.

" The importance and significance of

this distinction ,must be repeatedly

emphasized and elucidated in all the
propaganda and agitational work of
the party in the coming period.

WHAT KIND OF SHIFT?

To the extent that the Democratic
Party preserved any strength in the
elections, this was due—outside of
the tremendously weakened Northern
city machines, and the Southern Dem-
ocratic Party, which is distinguished
from the Republican Party only in
that it is more reactionary—primarily
to the fact that the more militant and
more advanced workers, particularly
the organized unionists, gave the
Democrats their votes, reluctantly
and without conviction or enthusiasm
and only because they understood
that a vote for the Republican Party
would be interpreted as a victory for
the outright agti-labor reaction. With-
out this reluctant and unenthusiastic
support, still given the Demoecratic
Party by the most important section
of ‘the working class, it did not and
could not rally the support of, the
rest of the working class and the
middle classes in general. Exasper-
ated by the Administration, these sec-
tions of the population rejected the
Administration’s party and all those
who supperted it. In this sense, the
elections were a rebuke not only tfo
the Democratic Party but also to
capitalist labor pblitics, that is; the
policy of tying the working class and

.the labor movement to the tail of a

capitalist -party.

The ability of the advanced sections
of the labor movement to gain the:
support not only of all the working

classes but even of the middle class.

as well, provided that these sections
put forward an independent working
class political position, was demon-
strated only recently by the. tremen-
dous, widespread support obtained all
over the country for the aggressive
“GM Program,” half-hearted, reform-
istie, confined to paper though it was.
The contrary was demonstrated as a
result of the official labor political
course in the November elections.
The shift to the right in the coun-

iry as a whole is not equivalent to,
nor does it predetermine a shift to
the right of the working class. This
would probably be the case IF the
economic perspective in the country
were one of smooth, continuous, long-
lasting prosperity, or IF the political
perspective were based upon a work-
ing class heavily defeatéd in the eco-
nomic field and deprived of its self-
confidence. That, however, is not the
perspective. The resolution on the
United States adopted by the last
convention of the Workers Party re-
quires no important modification in
this respect.

FORTHCOMING STRUGGLES

The workers in the United States
still feel a tremendous and undefeat-
ed strength. They retain unprecedent-
edly powerful economic organizations
and a strong confidence in their or-
ganizations. They are not only under
severe economic pressure to engage
in continual struggles to maintain
their standard of living, but they are
aware of the fact that the boom,
however temporary, and its attendant
(relative) absence of unemployment,
places them in a relatively strong
position 1o fight aggressively and
confidently on the economic field.

" These. economic struggles cannot
fail .to be. translated into political
struggles and . political organization.
The. PAC has received a. stunning
blow, but independent working-class
action has mnot. The defeat of the
Democratic: Party;, and the policies
which brought it about, have already
produced a revulsion in the ranks of
the more advanced workers-against
tying the labor, movement fo the
Democratic Party in the future. Not
even- the - efforts- of the New Deal
winglet' of that Party, represented
by ‘Wallace, Pepper, ete,, have suf-
ficed to overcome this revulsion. At
the same time, with the triumph of
the Republican Party and the pros-
pects that it may take over the: en-
tire Administration in the Presiden-
tial election of -1948; the workers can-
not help but feel that they will hence-

PAC Policy Leads to Victory

SEATTLE; Nov. 22—The resound-
ing two-to-one defeat of Hugh De-
Lacey, Democratic candidate for
U. S. Congress, and Tom Rabbitt,
William Pennock and George Hurley
for State Legislature, calls for some
fresh. thinking on the part of the
trade union movement in this city.

The above candidates, previously
holding office and dominant positions
in the: Democratic Party, were wiped
oub -by the Republican landslide.
These men were representatives of
the Communist Party -(Stalinists)
who had infiltrated into the Demo-
cratic- Party during: the war. This
was made possible by the patriotic
war-mongering based on the Stalin-
igt line of support of the imperialist
war.

The Republican Party here en-
gaged in a furious campaign of Red
baiting. They called for “real Amer-
iganism,” and counterposed them-
salves to the representatives of Stal-

. in inside the Democratic Party. The

electorate responded .in that way,
and deserted the Democratic Party.
DeLacey, and the others, answered

. this red:baiting with weak reform

propaganda. They suffered the diffi-
culties of being denounced as “reds”
and none of the virtues of having a
real militant class program. In ad-
dition they were being constantly
embarrassed by their obvious 100
per cent approval -of all acts of the
Sbviet. Government.

POLICY OF THE PAC
The PAC, basing itself on less

than 10 per cent of the organized '
workers in the state, gave support to .

the Democratic Party. The AFL
having almost 90 per cent of the or-
ganized workers, followed a hands-
off policy.

The working class voted in the
main for the Republican Party; a
:small section voted Democrat. Thus
we have the shortsighted policy of
labor woting for ils enemies; we
have the picture of labor handing
over to its class opponents a gun and
saying “‘go ahead, shoot me.”

Why has labor followed this
course?
. The: leaderghip: of ‘the.labor- move-

ment, men of narrow vision, guide.

their supporters into the blind alley

. ob: a-cholge-hetwroon: the. Lrying. pan.

and the fire. They have resisted the

growing demand in the ranks for

the formation of labor’s own politi-

cal .party. Therefore, faced with in-

creasing restlessness among the
rank®and file, and being somewhat

uneasy themselves over the role of

the 79th Congress; all that certain

AFL leaders advocated was.a change

to the GOP.

The honeyed words of Republican
candidate for U. S. Congress, Harry
Cain, fell pleasantly on the ears of
labor. He.promised releasé from gov-
ernmental restrictions; the end of
inflation by abolition of OPA; and
the restoration of collective bargain-
ing without the intervention of the
government. Labor fell for the nega-
tive criticism of the Republicans:
with such haste that they overlooked
the omission of any positive solu-
tions.

“Turn out the old, and welcome
in the new,” is an old battle ery in
American polities, and the Republi-
cans blew that horn for all they were
worth.

Last the: workers swung over to
the Republicans because in their
eyes, DeLacey and his friends were
too much “for Rusgia.” The working
people of this state feel that Russia
represents a sinister force. Cain’s
Wenatchee 'speech, culled from the-
old Dies Committee Report of two
years ago, and dressed up as some-
thing of immense importance, played
an important role in the outcome:of
the election.

The working people have onece
again failed to exercise their power.
They failed to get their own repre-
sentatives into Congress or the State
Legislature. Once again they have
given the reins of power to their en-
emies to drive through a reactionary
and anti-working class program.

DILEMMA ‘OF: THE STALINISTS

The Stalinists have had their
“clever” policy of fooling the leaders
of the Democratic Party and the peo-
ple thrown back in their face. Their
holding office was based on a tem-
porary .support to the government;
now ‘they do not support it, and thus
they. find themselves with no mass
support, and-a disoriented and dis-

couraged membership: The: coniuslon:-

For Republicans in Northwest

in ther ranks is pitiful to witness.
DeLacey states that the new party
is still a matter of the future; the
“progressives,” he says, must con-
tinue to work inside of the Demo-
cratic Party. He merely repeats
what Wallace has already said: to-
gether they avoid and postpone the
organization of labor’s own political*
arm:

Democratic U. S. State Senator
Warren G. Magnuson, realizing that
the Republican victory was due to
the presence of the “Progressives”
on the Democratic ticket, has taken
it on himself to “get” Rabbitt, lead-
ing “left wing” candidate for state
committeeman,- What the Stalinists
will do if they are catapulted out
of the Democratic Party is difficult
to predict. They have already closed
the door to a new party, and certain-
ly slammed.-it shut on a Labor Party,
thus backing themselves into a hole.

Washington labor has put its
trust, by and large, in the Republi-
can Party. Will labor. learn? Will
the working men and women finally
come to realize that they must cre-
ate their own party? The answer to
this question is not to be found in a
crystal ball. To a large extent it de-
pends on what the vanguard of the
labor movement says and does and
how loud they are able-to say it.

The Committee for a Labor Party,
an organization of militant trade
unionists. in Seattle, has its work cut
out for it. It poses clearly. and neatly
the dilemma of the trade unionists
who up until now have felt it neces-
sary to pick between the two main
parties. This cominittee for the for-
mation of a new labor-based party
has the answer to the political prob-
lems fam"ng%kc citizens of Washing-
ton in urging Iabo'r to form its own
party now.

It is movements like this to which
we must look. They must be built up,
strengthened where they do exist;
and where they do not exist they
must be formed. Only through work-
ing ‘for a Labor Party will one be
formed. Only through a Labor Party
with a program of aggressive strug-
gle. for workers’ needs can labor en-
joy its real power 'and secure for it-
self a measure of securlty and pro-
teohou. a i ;

.

National Committee of the Workers Party

forward be deprived of the semi-pro-
tection or apparent protection they
were afforded by the New Deal Ad-
ministration in their economis strug-
gles of the past. The trend toward
acquiring politlcal prntection and
support for iheir economic struggles
cannot but grow in the labor move-
ment and the working class in the
period ahead. Even though the Re-
publican semi - Administration may
proceed with some caution in coming

into head-on collision with the labor’

movement, in order to assure itself
of the maximum election support in
1948, the anti-labor offensive can only
grow and the Republican Party can
only give it aid and comfort, where
it does not directly spearhead it. The
present Democratic Party can only
echo the Republican policies or offer
feeble amendments to them.

Under these conditions, the idea of
independent working - class political
action, in the form of a Labor Party,
will grow in the coming- period and

speed and strength. At all events, the
situation offers extremely fertile soil
in which to propagate the slogan of
an Independent Labor Party among
the organized workers in particular
and in which to transform the slogan,
under suitable conditions, into actual
organization.

THE MAIN SLOGAN

The main task of the revolutionary
Marxists in the present period is the
struggle for the establishment of a
politically independent working class
in the United States, an Independent
Labor Party based primarily on: the.
trade unions and upon a political pro-
gram that leads to the establishment
of a workers’ government. The con-
crete slogan put forward by our par-
iy for the achievement of this goal
has been and remains: “Transform
PAC into a Labor Party.” There is
every indication that the defeat of
the PAC policy in the November
elections will not be followed by the

may indeed grow with surprising

.

(Continued on page- 5)
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Resolution of the Workers Party National Committee:

The current “anti-communist” campaign which
is a drive against American Stalinism, reached its
height during the election campaign and is'concen-
trated inside the labor movement. Thus within a
brief period of time, the war alliance between the
American bourgeoisie (capitalist class) and the
Stalinist bureaueratic ruling class of Russia, re-
flected at home in‘the solidification of the Stalinist

‘position in the' labér ‘movement, has been shat-

tered. The “anti-red” drive coincides with' the’
sharpening international relations evidenced  in
the division 'of the United Nations into rival im-
per ialist camps led by the United States and Rus-
sian imperialism, respectively. Two compelling
forces have produced this drive: the struggle
between Russia and the United States for world
domination, and the effort of big business to de-
stroy the' militancy of the' labor movement, to
domesticate it to the pmnk where-it will not be
able to struggle effectively in behalf’ of the work-
ing class. The fight against the “reds” on the part
of the financial and industrial rulers of this coun-
try is based upon their belief that the native
Stalinists are the bearers of a revolutionary pol-
icy in behalf of a revolutionary state.

This is reflected in the designation of the Stalin-
ists as the "left wing" in the. labor movement and
their opponents as “'right wing." By history, fra- '
dition and fact, "left wing" became identified with
those sections of the political and labor movement
which are revolutionary, socialist, militant or pro-
gressive to distinguish- them from the "right wing,"”
i.e., conservatives and reactionaries. But the whole
history of Stalinism as a counter-revolutionary and
anti-working class current demonstrates how false
is this designation. Those who develop policies
based upon the acceptance of Stalinlsm as "left
wing,” even in its most general meaning, can only
produce disorientation and confusion in the coming
struggles.

But precisely because the American cap:tahsts
have a mistaken conception of the meaning of
Stalinism their struggle against it in the country
at large and especially in the labor movement is
reactionary and dangerous. The bourgeoisie
struggles against Stalinism not only because it is
the representative of a rival imperialist power,
but also because it believes it to be a dangerous
revolutionary force among the masses. For the
labor movement to. fall in with this campaign
means for it to become part of a conspiracy
against the labor movement itself. For under the
cover of a struggle against Stalinism, the bour-
geoisie is seeking to destroy the effectiveness of
the labor movement.

WHAT IS STALINISM

The. character of Stalinism as a state power
with international auxiliary forces determines the
second aim of the “anti-red” campaign. It is the
expression of an inter-state struggle. In defeating
American Stalinism, the ruling class hopes to be
better prepared for any future struggle with Stal-
jnist Russia. The fact that this campaign takes
the primary form of a struggle against'a wing in
the labor movement arises from the dual charae-
ter of the Stalinist movement, as a state power
with organized movements inside the working
class organizations of all countries. American
Stalinism confronts the bourgeoisie at home as its
dangerous enemy precisely inside the labor move-
ment. This drive, if successful, would endanger
the entire trade union movement because it would
encompass not only the Stalinists, but also all
progressives and militants.

The bourgeois struggle against world Stalinism
and its American representatives is not our strug-
gle. That struggle, based upon imperialist interests
is reactionary. In seeking to enlist the support of
" the official labér movement to destroy Stalinism,
the bourgeocisie aims fo tie' ldbor closer to the
bourgeois sfate and ifs class inferests. Its success
in this purpose would 'be measured by the weaken-
ing of the labor movement as a whole. The working

class can have néthing in common with the bour-

geols struggle against: ‘Stalinism which s based on
pmervlng thelr own: dﬁss tule, o

“Anti-Red” Drive in t}
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Several weeks ago LABOR ACTION carried an
article analyzing the current "anti-red" drive which
reached its height during the election campaign and
was concentrated inside the labor movement. The-
subject, of course, has many ramifications as well
ds ‘a’long histery in' this country. Because ‘of its
importance for the working class and its various
organizations, the National Committee of the Work-
ers Party discussed the problem and adopted. a res-
olution on it at its plenary sessions of November
23 and 24. The resolution supplies a general analy-
sis of the p.roblem. concluding with a line of action
calculated to strengthen and advance the interests
of the labor movement as a whole. We print this.
resolution for the information and guidance of all
our readers and friendlI.

\ : —

The struggle to defeat and destroy Stalinism
as the greatest danger to the world and American
working class is an indispensable need: for the pro-
letariat before it can make lasting progress on its
road toward emancipation. It is a struggle which
cannot be assigned to the bourgeoisie but one which
must be carried out by the labor movement free of
any ties with the ruling class. Any struggle against
Stalinism which is based upon class collaboration
cannot but redound to the harm of the working
class because it would strengthen the rule of capi-
talism. Qur aim is to destroy the power and influ-
ence of Stalinism on the working class. Because the -
present leadership of the. trade union movemenf
struggles against Stalinism without understanding
its nature and in alliance with: the capitalist state,
it is ineffectual and reactionary. It is based upon
bourgeois interests and not working class. The tasks
of the party in this situation, based upon the reso-
lutions adopted at our successive conventions, are
simple.

WHAT SHOULD BE DONE

1. The party is opposed to the “anti-red” cam- .
paign (read anti-Stalinist) in the labor movement
initiated by the bourgeoisie as part of its struggle
against Stalinist Russia, and the working class at
home. This campaign is reactionary in motivation
and purpose. It has nothing in common with the
proletarian struggle against Stalinism as a coun-
ter-revolutionary, anti-working class force inside
of the labor movement. :

2. The Workers Party must play an important
and leading role in the fight against Stalinism: It
has the task of educating militant and progressive
unionists in the origin and meaning of Stalinism,
in' order to achieve by this education and direc-
tion, a progressive struggle against these Russian
agents. Such a struggle, however, 'would not be
confined to Stalinism alone, but by its veiry nature
would involve a struggle against any and all
forms of imperialism and reaction.

3. As Stalinist agents inside the working class
movement, the Communist Parties of all countries,
in the United States as elsewhere, pursue a chang-
ing line of policy to conform with the world inter-
ests of the Russian ruling class. Class collaboration,
followed by an exploitation of the militant moods
of the masses, are not contradictory policies in ‘the
Stalinist political system, but merely express the
developing and changing foreign policy and inter-

ests of the Kremlin. These sweeping changes in pol- .

icy serve to confuse militant and progressive
workers in general. But they ‘also confuse hundreds
and thousands of Stalinist rank-and-file members

and followers, who believe that their organizations

are truly revolutionary, socialist, . militant bodies,
executing clever maneuyers in the higher interests
of socialism. The Workers Party must patiently

- but. parsistently. explain. the. nature. of. the. antis.

Unions

socialist politics of Stalinism which employs' a.
pseudo-socialist propaganda as a means of exploit-

ing the novel and honcrable sentiments of the -
masses in all countries. Labor cannot and must not.
become the appendage of American imperialism in’
its rivalry- with Russia. The struggle against Stalin-

ism cannot be left to the bourgeoisie, for their

fight against Stalinism is a struggle  against ‘the

working: class ifself. -

4. In opposing the present “anti-red” drive:of
the bourgeoisie, the Workers Party will at the
same time be carrying on the fight against U. S.:
imperialism for the indepéndence of the working’
class movement. But in opposing the plans of the
bourgeoisie, the party must at the same time-de-
velop its independent campaign inside the labor
movement against the Stalinists'and Stalinism.:

5. In urging all militants and progressives fo
foln hands in order to defeat and destroy Stalinism™
as a reactionary political current in the labor:
movement which exploifs the best sentiments of the
working class, the Workers Party declares that this
is not the same thing as driving the Stalinists ouf
of the Jabor movement. Stalinism cannot be de-
feated by purely organizational measures. Stalin-
ism can only be defeated politically by the superior
politics and policies of itt opponents, Our aim”must
be to destroy the leadership of Stalinism and the-
policies of Stalinism'in every union in which they
exercise such leadership.

The Workers Party will join hands with all
progressive and militant groups, even conserva-
tive labor groups, to help bring about the defeat’
of this dangerous cancer in the labor movement.
There is no other way to achieve the defeat of
Stalin’s agents in America.

6. However, we must warn all unionists against
the dangers of Stdlinophobia which can result in -
the pursuit and practice of reactionary anti-work:
ing class policies in a fight against Stalinism. 1t will
be necessary in the struggle against the Kremlin's
representatives to distinguish between its leaders,
who are its real agents and the many good, honést
and militant rank and filers who follow their lead’
in the mistaken belief that Stalinism is progressive
and revelutionary. To distinguish between the Stal-
inist leaders and their paid hacks and the rank and *
file is one guarantee of winning their best elements.
This will be particularly true in such trade union -
problems as the struggle against race discrimina-
tion in unions, racketeering officials, fascist ele-
ments and groups, and above all, in strike struggles.
Under these circumstances, militants and progres--
sives may find it necessary to make a common front
and common struggle with such trade dnion ele-
ments. Such blocs with Stalinists are not only pro-
gressive but. make it possible to defeat Stalinism
itself. In all such circumstances the quiding line for
all militants and progressives is the strengthening
and ‘advancing of the total interests of the working
class.
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Hunger Descends on Europe

Winter, harsh and bleak, has again de-
scended upon the ugly ruins of Germany
‘and the principal cities of Europe. Pre-
liminary reports have indicated this win-
ter will not be fairly warm and mild, like
-that of last winter, but cold and snowy.
Frosts, and even snow, have been reported
from France and Germany.

But how far has Europe advanced to-
ward preparing itself for a severe winter?
Any stidy of  conditions—and LABOR

. ACTION has constantly supplied its read-
__ers with first-hand accounts of European

~ conditions—can draw only one conclusion.

. Europe has fallen back still further than
- last year, with the possible exception of
- France, and is more than ever unpre-
~ pared to meet the food, warmth and med-
. ical problems that winter is bringing.
.. Now beginning to feel the long-range
- effects of undernourishment and a life of
_ grubbing for daily bread, the masses of
_Europe are in a perfect state, of physical
 decline to fall easy prey to sweeping epi-
 demics and illnesses. The startling leap in
_‘tuberculosis figures (the workers’ disease)
~among Germans is an indication of this.
Réports from Germany, facing another
~ winter without any civilian home heating
- beyond that obtained from wood cut in-*
. local forests, indicate that the possibili-
_ties of mass deaths and extermination are
- not alarmist. The same holds true for sec-

. tidHETofItaly; above’ all the industrial

-- wdrkmg 'cl_a_‘ts_s- Italy of the North. Austria
is:at-the lowest point in its food levels but
many: ‘other ‘countries (Poland, Hungary,
.et:é;)'-are not far behind. :

It must be borne in mind that figures
on rations, particularly those about calo-

ries, are often. merely government an-

nounced statistics; figures not realized in
practice when the people go to redeem
their ration cards against non - existent
stocks. The foreign -occupying powers
(America, England, France and Russia)
are particularly guilty of this criminal de-
ceit. People receive less than is reported
—that is, starvation rations. Europe is
indeed on rations to imperialism!

What is being planned to carry Europe
through the winter? Two facts indicate
what is in store for Europe, if the impe-

_ rialists of the UN have their way. -

First, UNRRA is about to end on De-

.cember 31, 1946, Its shipments have fallen
steadily lower and will gradually peter
out. Secondly, the United States has al-
ready rejected the proposal of UNRRA’s
present director, La Guardia, to extend
the organization in another form and ad-
vance $400 million capital to finance pro-

jects for further feeding of Europe. Amer-
ican imperialism has now clearly accepted
the sinister doctrine that it will make
16ans and food shipments only to those
countries whose régimes are “friendly”
(subservient, in English) to it.

It is'high time for the American labor
movement, both AFL and CIO, to inter-
vene-in this situation and call a halt to the
systematic starvation and threatening of
Europe’s masses. First victims lare, it goes
without saying, the workers of Europe,
the poor people. There must be immediate
action to bring help, food and medicine in
worthwhile quantities to these people.

UNRRA must not be permitted to die
out at the will of the imperialists; on the
contrary, its shipments must be increased
and extended. Who caused all this misery
‘and ruination? Not only Hitler and the
Duce, but-those same powers now seeking
to ignore their responsibilities.

UNRRA shipments must be taken out
of the hands of foreign and domestic poli-
ticians alike. Let the organized unions and
labor movement of the affected countries
bear responsibility for the distribution of
these precious supplies, regardless of the
politics, race, religion or color of those
who need. ' :

Let the American labor movement awak-
en to Europe’s need and, on its own initia-
tive, and behalf, start the collection of
food, money and relief for the workers of
Europe. Too leng a time has already been.
wasted; this is a job that can be under-

" taken immediately. )
LABOR ACTION will continue its re-

ports from Europe and will do all in its
power to awaken support for this simple
program of class support to the working
classes of Europe.

!
.
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A Correction...

In the article “Is There a New Class Structure
in the U, S.7” (LABOR ACTION, November 11,
1946), a technical fault resulted in one sentence
being incomplete. While this fault did not change
any idea of the author’s, it left the sentence un-
réadable. We are printing the section below. with
the deleted words appearing in bold face:

“Moreover, how ‘totally different’ can Bell's
presentation be when he admits that the so-called
new middle class is a ‘fuzzy concept’ (he would
apparently ineclude in it only the ‘technical-man-
agerial’ group) or that this class, ‘as well as the
worker is at the mercy of the labor market,’ and
when he is forced to use the material and ideas
already promulgated by Lederer, Corey and Bing-
‘ham and ‘especially by Marx, who already in Capi-
tal (Vols. 2 and 3) and in the Theories of Surplus
Value discussed the socio-economic development of
the ‘new’ middle classes.”
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. and intellectual pioneer again strikes

A Big Three Deal on Germany?

Reports have seeped into the press that new secret
negotiations have begun between Russia and the U. 8,
with Britain in attendance, on the future of Germany.
The military chief of the U. S. occupation forces in

* Germany, General Lucius Clay, has just returned to

the states in order to be present at the meeting of for-
eign ministers in case they get around to the sibject of
Germany.

For another winter is approaching—a winter of
cold, of hunger and despair. And Germany has never
been in as disorganized an economiec and disoriented
a social position as at present. The authoritative for-
eign news magazine, World Report, writes that “The
situation in Germany is now so bad that Russia, Britain
and the United States are finding it necessary to sub-
merge their differences and revive the German econ-
omy. .., The British and Americans, meeting in Wash-
ington to complete plans for a merger of their two

. . . ags e i .
- zones, are running into growing criticisms over the high

cost of occupation. Meanwhile, the Germans are run-
ning out of food, coal and hope.”

The Russians are beginning to suffer the effects of
their reckless economic policy. Having stripped their
zone of Germany, they are now worried that they may
have killed the goose that lays the golden eggs at a
time when they need those eggs most desperately in
Russia itself.” Accordingly, Marshal Sokolovsky, Stal-
in’s military commander in Germany, approached Gen-
eral Clay with the following proposition: Russia is will-
ing to agree to a program of political and economic
unification for Germany—which U. S. and Britain deem
essential in order to move Germany along the road to
economic self-sufficiency—and is also willing to agree
to a boost in German steel production, provided that the
other powers agree to let Russia take part of her re-
parations out of the increased production.

MOTIVES FOR THE RUSSIAN MOVE

The motives for this move on the part of Russia
flow: from the following considerations: Up to now, the
Stalinist-occupied zone in Germany has been far more
of an asset than a liability to the Kremlin—in contrast
to the other zones in which the U. S. and Britain have
sunk millions of dollars. Scores of plants and thousands
of tons of machinery have been transplanted bodily to
Russia. The Russian army has lived largely off the
land. German labor has been put to work both in Ger-
many and in Russia producing for the Kremlin’s needs.
Now the point of diminishing returns seems to have
been reached. The Russians, World Report informs us,
have not succeeded in maintaining production in the
reassembled plants in their borders at the level which
they originally had in Germany. Eastern Germany is
in a state of economic chaos. .

Accordingly, the Russians having looted most of
what could be taken from Eastern Germany, are now
ready to talk—at a price—on conditions for German
unification, even though they had already agreed to it
before in the Potsdam agreement. And the price they
have set is quite high. It is a new request for repara-
tions out of Germany, for an amount totalling $10,000,-
000,000. While the Russians’ dvé;.‘: reparations from the

KARL MARX: HIS LIFE AND
" WORK, by Otto Ruehle, New
Home Library, 98 Cents.

Reviewed by IRVING HOWE

One of the best book buys on the
market is this reprint of Otto Rueh-
le’s biography of Karl Marx. Though
there is much in it with which one
disagrees, it is a most valuable study

- of an intellect‘;{lal titan of modern
times, second 1n its field only to
Franz Mehring’s magnificent biogra-
phy of Marx, which is now out of
print.

Perhaps it is unfair to compare
Ruehle's book with Mehring's. For
the latter:is one of the jewels of so-
cialist literature, a careful reading of
which can provide a quite thorough
Marxist education. But in the ab-
absence of a readily-available edition
of Mehring's book, the interested
reader can turn with profit fo Ruehle,
provided he maintains a certain criti-
cal attitude toward Ruehle’s unfor-
tunate tendency to indulge in ama-
teurish psychology.

‘For the most part, Ruehle writes
in the tradition which sees a biogra-
phy of a great thinker as a history of
intellectual development rather than
an account of personal experience.
Himself a trained Marxist, Ruehle
traces in brief, sucecinct but encom-
passing sections the development of
Marx from his position as a student
under the influence of the liberal
Young Hegelians to his position as
a fully matured revolutionist and so-
cial analyst: the passionate defender
of the Paris Commune and the rigid-
ly careful analyst of-capitalist soci-
ety. Many intimate details of Marx's
life are given but these are usually
subordinated to descriptions of his
ideas and writings.

life,

MARX AS THINKER

Ruehle is clever enough to let Marx
speak for himself.in those instances
whereé summary could result only in
vulgarization, though the reader
should be warned that he has an
unfortunate habit of quoting para-
graphs 'from different sections of a
book which often do not quite hang
together because of the omission of
intervening material.

The full stature of Marx as thinker

the eye after rereading this book,
which is by no means uncritical in’
its approach. One grasps the awe-
inspiring extent of the genius of a
man who was deeply learned in the

work of the best minds preceding
him but bold enough to establish his
own syntheses of ideas. But above all
we are impressed by the picture of
the thinker who is also at the same
time, the doer: there_is no longer in
himself—as he urged in his famous
Thesis on Feuerbach—the crippling
divorce between thought and action
which had characterized so many
great minds before him. One is fur-
ther impressed by the catholicity of
his intellectual interests, the breadth
of his mind which is such a vivid
contrast to some of the intellectual
moles who were afterward to take
his name in vain.

Marx was a great economist, a
brilliant historian and politician; but
above all else, a totally devoted rev-
olutionist. And for that devotion he
suffered throughout his life. Some of
the most moving pages in this biog--
raphy describe his never quite suc-
cessful struggle against want, because ' leged causes. Ruehle has by far over-
of his dogged devotion t
-and cause to which he dedicated his

One cannot leave this book with-
out saying a word about Ruehle’s un-
fortunate psychologizing on Marx’s
personal traits. There is conflicting
testimony on Marx’s personal char-
acter. The valuable little memoir of
Wilhelm Liebknecht speaks of him
with veneration and love; Engels too
painted a picture of him which is
warm and endearing. Others, espe-
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eastern zone, they have been cut off from reparations
from the western zone when they refused to accede to
the Anglo-American plan for governing Germany as a
unit. Now Russia asks that reparations be paid her in
the form of goods produced by German factories, at the
rate of $2,000,000,000 a year for five years.

In return, the Russians would agree to raising the
level of steel production in Germany, the most basic
productive unit in the German economy. The level of
German production has been established by the Allied
Control Council in Berlin, The Russians had originally
proposed that German steel production should be set
at about 4,000,000 ingot tons annually; the U. S. had
suggested 5,800,000 tons and Britain had talked about
making it 11,000,000 tons, but later put forward a sug-
gestion of 9,000,000. A compromise was reached at
7,600,000 tons. !

THE ECONOMIC DEBASEMENT OF G'ERMA_NY
But at this economic level—symbolized by the figure

" for steel production—Germany was unable.to subsist

economically. The prices which the Allied imperialist
powers paid for their deliberate economic debasement
of Germany was that they, the U. S. and Britain, had
to foot the bill themselves for the ocecupation costs as
well as for providing a bare near-starvation food level
for the German people. The U. 8. has been expending
at the rate of $20,000,000 per year for its occupation
costs exclusive of the military aspects of German occu-
pation which come to $800,000,000. Britainr has expend-
ed $320,000,000 a year for non-military occupation costs
with corresponding millions of dollars spent on military
costs. The imperialist powers are tasting the fruits of
their own destructive policy. And the workers of these
countries are paying even more heavily; for it is with
money taken in the form of taxes from their pockets
that the people of Germany are being held in military
occupation bondage.

The Russian plan, however, offers no easy salvation
for Anglo-American imperialism. For one thing it
means a continued siphoning off of German resources
to Russia, even if the adoption of the plan were to
result in increased economie productivity. For another
thing it means the partial strengthening of German in-
dustrial power which they conducted a war to capture
and control. And still' another reason for reluctance in
accepting the Russian plan is expressed by Reston in
the New York Times of November 22 when he writes
that “The fear of those who oppose the Sokolovsky
scheme is that if the Russians are allowed to get re-
parations out of current German production, they will
come to rely on that production and will never agree to
get out of Germany if the production is stopped.”

And thus again the sharp struggle among victors of
the war for the major share of the booty continues.
Vietim of this struggle is the German people, already
worn and tortured by years of Hitler’s rule. The costs
of imperialism, the destructiveness of capitalism—
these are nowhere better seen than in the tragic dead-
end to which Germany has been brought. The nation
which, in a rational socailist® society, could be used to
provide industrial resources and products for all of
Europe, lies bleeding and tortured from the work of
first the Hitlerite and now the “demoecratic’” and Stal-
inist imperialists.

cially his opponents, wrote of him as
being vain, egocentric, arrogant and
extrerhely difficult to deal with.
Ruehle leans to the latter interpre-
tation.

He attempts to explain what he
considers Marx’s neuroticism by ap-
plying the method of historical ma-
terialism to individual psychology,
‘but the application seems to this re-
viewer mnot very successful. For
Ruehle engages in a rather crude
transference of materialistic criteria:
he traces Marx’s “neuroticism” to his
bad liver condition, his sense of in-
feriority caused by his Jewish de-
scent, and his position as an only
child. Now .all of these three factors
may and do play various roles in ag-
gravating personality disturbances,
but the mere assertion of their si-
multaneous existence is not yet proof
of either the existence of the alleged
symptoms or the operation of the al-
the work simplified the factors in Marx's per-
sonality; he has chosen to emphasize
only those which permitted him to
deprecate Marx; and; worst of all,
he has substituted general factors for
an analysis of their specific applica-
bility.

If, however, one ignores Ruehle’s
psychologizing and concentrates on
his political sections, this book is a
fine introduction to Marx and his
thought; and in this cheap reprint it
should find a wide circulation.

- LEON TROTSKY'S
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OFF TIMITS

Veterans' Attitude Toward
Organized Labor '

For a period following the close of the war
the most conscious members of the labor move-
ment worried about the utilization of the veteran
by employers as an anti-labor force. These fears
have proved groundless. The capitalist class has -
been unable to mobilize veterans against organ-
ized labor.

On the basis of a poll it recently conducted,
Fortune, the swank business magazine, wryly
concedes that veterans, “who according to some
were going to make labor behave, are more friend-
ly to unions than the general population.”

Two statements were posed in the poll: (1)
“Labor unions are doing a fine job,” "and (2)
“While they do make some mistakes, on the whole
labor unions are doing more good than harm.”
Of the general population 41.8 per cent responded
affirmatively. Veterans, however, supported the
statements in 49.6 per cent of the cases. A re-
phrasing of these statements in a negative form
similarly confirmed, though not so sharply, that
the veteran is more friendly to unions than is the
general publie.

A L ]

That once out of uniform the soldier would

tend to think as do other members of his class,
with all the variations possible within the class
itself, could have been anticipated. But given the
age of the veteran, which meant, in general, that
his experience in the shop or elsewhere was often
limited; given the anti-labor propaganda to which

, he was subjected in the armed services; given his
explainable envy of those who stayed at home;
and given the often disadvantageous conditions
under which he had to return to work—the result
must-be a little surprising and a little  discourag-
ing to those capitalists who counted on the re-
turned veteran.

WHY THE VETERANS SUPPORT LABOR

What are the reasons behind the veterans’
support of organized labor? Basic, of course, is a

simple economic fact: employment is virtually -
total, thereby, under the present conditions, fore- -

stalling a social erisis in which veterans could be
played off against the working class. Further, as
a result of the general extension of unionism in
recent years, a higher level of union conscious-
. ness than has existed for several decades now ex-
ists. This was bound to find its reflection within

the ranks of a-mass army. Moreover, when young .
worker veterans returned they found .the best’
champion of their rights in the union, which, -

generally speaking, by correct policies reduced
the veteran “problem” to a minimum. Aiding in
the integration of the veterans, also, were most
of the new World War II veterans’ organizations,

which have had a friendly .orientation  toward

"labor.

And certainly, as far as the immediate eco-
nomic problem centering around housing short-
ages, and rising prices is concerned, the veteran,
knowing better than the general public the mir-
acles of production (and destruction!) accom-
plished during the waf, must be less prone to
blame labor for present conditions. And where he
is not, as may well be the case among many vet-
erans.of the middleclass, he is victimized, like
other members of the middle class, by the failure
of organized labor to provide a way out of the
current mess other than by support of the Re-
publicans or Democrats.

E L]

WHAT WILL HAPPEN NEXT?

The real test of the support of organized labor
by the veteran will come with the unemployment
which accompanies the inevitable and periodic
crises of capitalism. : g

-~

Big _business is keeping its eye on the véteran,
as the issue of state bonuses in the recent elec-
tions attest. Labor ean do no less. '

The fate of the veteran, whether he comes
from the working class or the middle class, is inti-
mately tied up with the working class. Similarly,
the fate of the working class depends in good de-
gree, as the growth of German fascism demon-
strated, upon the ability of the working class to
win the veteran to its standard. ’

‘ Thg first step is to break out of the cage of
bi-partisan capitalist politics through the creation
of an independent labor party.

Brief Catechism on
Capitalist Ethics

Question: What is truth?
Answer: A five-year-old lie.

“There were no great battles on Bataan—
" except in the newspapers back home. In the
communiqués and the press accounts, we re-
peatedly “defeated” the enemy. The size of
the Japanese forces and the scale of the
enemy’s attacks were. frequently exagger-
ated., To Capt. Colin P. Kelly, Jr. was post-
humously awarded the Distinguished Serv-
ice Cross for “sinking” the Japanese battle-"
ship Haruna; but the Haruna (finally sunk
at Kure more than three years after) was
not even attacked. The Japanese loat only
four or five small vessels in the first Philip-
pine invasion, plus some ships damaged.

“We pictured General Homma, then J apa-
nese commander o 4he forces besieging Ba-
taan (who was ntly executed for war
crimes) as dying under a hara-kari knife,
“disgraced by his defeats.” Actually the
Japanese fought a containing and siege ac-
tion against Bataan, a war of attrition;
they allowed time and disease and starva-
tion to weaken our forces and then smashed
through our lines in their first major at-
tack—Hanson- W. Baldwin, “Corregidor:
‘The Full Story,” New York Times, Septem-
ber 22, 1946. . ok -
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A TRIUMPH FOR TROTSKYISM IN BOLIVIA

By L. VELASCO
Special to LABOR ACTION

LA PAZ, Nov. 15, 1946.—Although Bolivia is a small, semi-
colonial country of 3-4,000,000 inhabitants, of whom 80 per
cent are native peasants completely isolated from civilized life,
the development of the Bolivian labor movement is worthy of
being studied and utilized by the American working class.
After the political revolution of July 21, in which the peo-
ple of La Paz destroyed the creole Nazi-fascists, hanging Pres-
ident Villaroel from a lamp-post, the tri-partite committee of
workers, teachers and students handed the power over to the
supreme court of the district, “to constitutionalize the country”
and convoke the elections. This committee, led by the Stalinists
of the PIR (Party of the Left Revolutionaries), was totally
unable to control the new government assembly and ended up
in complete impotence by handing power over to the capitalists.

In spite of the fact that the PIR defended the slogan of
“national unity,” in gpite of having been the initiator of the
Democratic Anti-Fascist Front (DAF), an alliance of the
PIR with the capitalists, the Stalinists have been kicked out of
the DAF. Thus forced into isolation, assuredly’ on the orders
of the Kremlin, which is trying to build a strong fifth column
in' South America, the Stalinists called for the program of a
UNITED FRONT OF THE LEFT through the CSTB (Bo-
livian Workers Federation of Labor). They invited the Marxist

'parties, the PSOB (Bolivian Socialist Workers Party), and the
POR (Revolutionary Workers Party, section of the Fourth In- -

ternational), together with the university federation and the
miners’, builders’ and railroad workers’ union, to form a front
around the PIR. The purpose was to enable them to launch the
presidential candidacy of Jose Antonio Arze, the Stalinist
leader, by proposing the vice presidency for G. Navarro
(Tristan Maroff), leader of the PSOB, according to unofficial
accounts. Nevertheless, the Stalinists did not break with the
ruling class but used the fantasy of thc left front as a shadow-
boxing maneuver.

THE MINERS FIGHT BACK

Meanwhile, very important events were taking place in the
Bolivian labor movement. The crisis in Bolivian mining—the
lack of a market for tin—forced the mining capitalists to close
some of the mines and the mine workers faced the prospect of
hunger. One of the Hochschild mines, “San Jose” in Oruro, did
not wish to, pay the legal indemnities owing to the workers.
Other mines also threatened the workers with lay-offs.

The workers responded with the threat of eoccupying the
mines and operating them for their own use. The miners' congress
meeting in Pulacayo came out in favor of the sliding scale of
wages and the forty-hour work week and expressed its lack of
confidence in the government assembly and especially in the
"labor" minister; the Stalinist Alcoba. The delegates from the
labor ministry, dominated by the Stalinists, were expelled from
the miners' congress. The delegates resolved to fight for a
workers' government, which alone can emancipate the werking
class. The congress declared the Stalinist PIR, a party of the

middle class, thus unmasking even the Stalinist union bureaucracy
as an instrument of reaction and of betrayal of the working class.
The miners’ congress proposed the creation of a WORKERS CEN-
TER, a new union form, directed by the union of mine workers.
The congress also proclaimed as a program the nationalization
of the mining industry by a workers' government and the taking
over of all the mines which do not conform to the labor legis-
lation and which threaten the workers with lay-offs.

The action of the miners was inspired and led by the POR
(Fourth International) which took advantage of the defeat of
the Nazi régime and succeeded in gaining influence among the
miners, heretofore dominated by the Nazi-fascist bureaucrats

and bullies. By this mass action the Trotskyist movement made -

itself a political factor of great importance, the first Trotskyist
movement in Latin America which leads the mass:labor move-
ment and openly opposes Stalinism and the capitalist class.
The valiant action of the native Bolivian miners is also worthy
of note as an obvious proof that Stalinism is losing the prole-
tariat as o social base and sliding toward the skilled workers
and the middle elass.

The picture would be incomplete if we did not consider the
dangers which lie in wait for the young Bolivian werking class.
The leaders of the POR propose the slogan of a bourgeois-
democratic revolution, realizable only under the dictatorship of
the working class, a revolution which in its development will
pass over to the socialist stage.

In a pamphlet titled “Ends and Means of the Bourgeois-
Democratic Revolution,” the,POR author quite reasonably sub-
mits to severe criticism the concept of the democratic revolu-
tion defended by the Stalinists, which they believe can be real-
ized in alliance with the bourgeoisie through the medium of
‘the “National Union.” Citing the “Two Tactics” of Lenin, the
author argues quite correctly that the middle class is inecapable
of -accomplishing the democratic revolution in Bolivia against
the feudo-capitalists and that the feudo-capitalists, allied with
feudalism and imperialism, do not want to undertake this revo-
lution. Only a workers’ government, the dietatorship of the
proletariat, can realize this revolution. The author, however,
makes the error of considering the situation in Czarist Russia
before:the revolution as parallel, or almost identical to, the
actual situation in Bolivia, a very great error, because Russia
was an independent feudal empire with capitalism sufficiently
developed, and a country of enormous expanse and enormous
resources of its own. Bolivia is a poor, small, semi-colonial

“country, without capitalist industry and politically and eco-

nomically dependent on imperialism. ‘

ROLE OF TROTSKYISTS

In analyzing the situation in Bolivia and the working class
movement, the other revolutionary party, the PSOB, came to
the conclusion that only the socialist revolution can realize the
delayed tasks of the bourgeois revolutior, the nationalization
of the land, the emancipation of the Indian and the conguest
of real national independence, economic as well as political.
Since the Bolivian feudo-capitalists are neither able rior will-

How Youih Is Debased Under Russian Tofallfarmmsm'

ing to develop the capitalist industries, the democratic revolu-
tion will not be realized in Bolivia by the capitalist class, and
still less by the completely impotent middle class. The Stalinist
slogan of the democratic revolution as the next step, realizable
by them in alliance with the progressive bourgeoisie is a politi-
cal fiction. Only the socialist revolution, syﬂchromzed with the
proletariat and South and North America, can end feudalism
and introduce socialism in Bolivia.

Therefore, we see that the PSOB differs fundamentally
from the POR in its estimation of the revolutionary perspec-
tives. While the POR believes in the possibility of the .demo-.
cratic revolution under the dictatorship of the proletariat,
almost without taking into account the international situation,
the PSOB considers only the possibility of a directly socialist
revolution, realizable only with the aid of the American work-
ing class, or at least the South American. The concept of the
POR appears to us to be circumscribed by the theory of the
possibility of socialism in a single country. It therefore runs
the danger of falling into a political adventurism, isolated from
international working class action. Thence deriveg the slogan
of occupying and taking over in the mines by the workers in-
side the system of capitalism. Even the militants of the POR
are not clear on this problem: some confine themselves to the
taking over of the inactive or sabotaging mines, others are for
nationalization of the mines under a workers’ government.
Thence ‘stems the danger of isolating the mining proletariat
from the rest of the working class and exposing itself to a
bloody defeat, thus fomenting Bonapartist and reactionary
tendencies. The Bolivian proletariat is therefore not confronted
only with the weak Bolivian bourgeqme, but with powerful
imperialism, which has its interests in mining and which domi-
nates Bolivia economically and politically.

The revolutionary movement of the miners ought to begin
by grouping around itself the entire working class, the native
peasants, the middle classes and the artisans of the city, under
the program of a working class united front, which would out-
maneuver the Stalinists and later bring about a workers' and
peasants’ front. By eliminating creole Stalinism, the labor
movement advances further toward final vietory over the capi-
talists than by venturing a miners’ rebellion. isolated from the
rest of the working class and peasant masses.

The immediate task is to cut off the Stalinist initiative of
the left front by tramsforming it into a workers’ front, de-
stroying Stalinism and isolating it from the working class. The
nucleus of the workers front must be collaboration between
the POR and PSOB, together with the miners, in order to at-
tract the left-wing students, the building workers and the rail-
road workers, eliminating the Stalinists from the unions.

The workers’ front is a force capable not only of keeping
in line the attacks of Nazi-fascist, feudo-capitalist and Stalin-
ist reaction, but of maintaining political democracy and the
social -conquests of the workers, extending them and, rousing
the native peasantry to reach the final victory together with
the American proletariat.

(Translated by Mary Bell)
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Stalin’s Educahon. From Classroom to Barracks

-

By JULIUS FALK
the next five years?

sand can hope to f:e -admitted during

the S. U. (reprinted in the January
1944 ‘issue of Awmerican Teachee)

military drill\.dunjj;g school houts,

the schools and universities, Because

Labor Party - -

" (Continued from page 3)
dissolution of the PAC. If anything,
the contrary is indicated, namely, a
strengthening of the PAC, a greater
consolidation and expansion of its
activity, and a greater pressure ex-
erted upon it by the more advanced
workers in favor of separating it
from the Democratic Party, as well,
of course, as from the Republican, in
favor of abandoning reliance upon
either of these capitalist parties.

However, the fear of an independ-
ent class party on the part of the la-
bor, bureaucracy will lead them to
attempt to channelize the pressure of
the workers for a break with capi-
talist politics into some form of a
middle class third party. In this ef-
fort they will receive powerful sup-
port from ‘the Stalinists and their
liberal allies. This requires that we
everywhere pose the need of a party

based on labor as the alternative to’

third partyism. “However, it is neces-
sary that our party examine edch
new political alignment of labor by
going beneath surface appearances
and seeking the class essence of the
movement. Above all it would be
wrong to condemn out of hand any
new political movement merely be-
cause it denies that it is a Labor
Party or proclaims itself a ‘third par-
ty or people’s party.’ While fighting

against the Wallaces and La Guardias’
who play a role in the:labor political;
movement, even as figureheads, the
party ‘must not be misled ‘into sec-:
tarian errors merely because of their
presence. A party that bases itself on
15 million organized workers, repre-

.sented by their trade unions, and is

controlled by the labor movement
and expresses its demands, must be
judged on the basis of its class con-
tent.” (From ‘the resolution on the
United States, adopted by the Work-
ers Party at its fourth annual con-
vention, June, 1946)

The Workers Party, in all its prop-
aganda and agitation, must, therefore,
lay even greater emphasis in the
coming period upon its slogan of
“Transform the PAC into a Labor
Party.” Thereby it will emphasize the
possibility and need of converting the
political arm of the more advanced
section of the labor movement (CIO)
into the independent political party

of the laber movement, of taking the
political movement that is already

hased upon the trads unions and cen-
verting it into an independent party
based upon the trade unions, as dis-
tinguished from a middle class third
party which is not based upon the
workers’ organizations and not sub-
ject to their control,
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‘ucation, only an additional 124 thou-

Every socialist knows that in a

real socialist country the greatest ef-"

fort would be made to guarantee the
education of its youth. Edueation
would, of course, be free with the
greatest latitude allowed the individ-
ual student in choosing his curricu-
lum and developing his ideas. The
individual student in a socialist land
will be an economically secure indi-
vidual, which will relieve him from
worry about immediate needs and
will give him more time to study.

For women, education under so-
cialism will have an added signifi-
cance; to place them on an equal so-
cial and intellectual level with men.
What socialism means for the stu-
dent then is summed up in a few
phrases: education for an increasing
proportion of the population, experi-
mentation and freedom of thought
as opposed to regimentation, an eco-
nomically independent student and
an extensive co-educational school
system,

That Russia is already a socialist
state, has for a long time been the
claim of the Kremlin. That this

claim is a monstrous lie has for as .

-long a time been the claim of revo-
lutionary socialists.

THE RUSSIAN ATTITUDE

Nor is it mere speculation that the
Russian government has failed to
provide proper education for its

youth. The facts are there for any-

one to read directly from Russian
sources. Russian laws and state-
ments related to education are, from
the socialist point of view, self-con-
demning; by their own words and
deeds the Kremlin leaders point to
themselves as a class which prohi-
bits a widespread, not to speak of
socialist, education of its youth.

Let us examine these points to see
how education today is more the
antithesis than an example of a so-
cialist society.

1) Education for an ever increas-
ing propoertion of the population: In
all of Russia with its nearly 200 mil-

lion, there are only 550 thousand °

high school students. After ten years
of supposed “socialism” in Russia
there is this pitifully small number
of high school students! This is a
fact, not invented by the author, but
found in an article by Sergei Kai-
tanov, the Minister of Higher Edu-
cation in the USSR. In this article,
published in the October 1946 issue
of a bulletin+put out by the National
Council of American Soviet Friend-
ship, Kaftanov writes; “A student
body of 550 thousand altended 806
institutions of hzgker learning in the
Soviet Union in the academic year
1945-46.”

‘And what about future plans for
Russian youth. Kaftanov informs
us: “During the next five-year peri-
od the number of students in the
higher schools is to be increased to
674 thousand.” What sort of social-
ism is it where, with millions of
youth deprived of a high school ed-

NO INTELLECTUAL ROOM

2. Ewperimentalism versus regi-
mentation—The position of Russian
youth today in the schools is anala-
gous to the social status of the Rus-
sian. worker. Just as the Russian
workers are held in a tight exploit-
ive grip of the state, so are  the
students deprived of any intellectual
elbow room by the school authorities.
There is no real learning in Russian
schools, for that requires investiga-
tion, debate and exchange of opin-
ions between the students and with
their instructors. In Russian schools,
however, that is strictly taboo. The
very fact that there is not one stu-

dent organization in Russia that has

not been initiated or wholely ap-
proved by the Russian state is in-

. dicative of the lack of freedom and

thinking in .the schools. In an article
from Pravda, August 2, 1943: “Prac-
tical ewperience of the best teachers
long ago refiited all the talk that
compulgion 6r punishment was harm-
fu! ” Sounds as if Pravda were quot-
ing a Nazi expert on education! The
essence of Stalinist school methods
can be seed in a series of twenty
regulations’ first printed in “Vehtel-
skaya Gazeta”—official publication
of the Department of Education of

Just a few of the 20 rules:

Ryle: 83— “Obey wunquestioningly
the - order of the school and the
teacher.”

Rule 9—“Arise and ‘stand at at-
tention upon the entrance either of

the teacher or the director of the

school and on their exit from the
class.”

Rule 12—“Be respectful to ‘the
principal and the teacher. In meet-
ing the prinecipal and the teacher
away from the school, greet them
with @ polite bow, boys removing
their hats.”

“Compulsion,” “Punishment,” and
bowing before the teacher in the
manner of a serf before a lord, these
‘are the self-proclaimed earmarks of
education in Russia. This despotic

_educational policy is not accidental.

It is a necessity for the bureaucratic
class in Russia to keep its youth in-
tellectually sterile and to train them
to take orders. A progressive educa-
tional method might produce a gen-
eration that doesn’t remove its hat

‘to a director and might question,

doubt and act accordingly.
MlLITARlZATION OF EDUCATION
Militarism is playing an ever

greater role in Russian “education.”
Not only is more emphasis placed on

-fer from want, for the simple reason

.ished. Students in secondary schools

. 400 rubles in the ecity and 300 in

but male students are required—not
asked—to spend many hours in' the
Russian equivalent of the ROTC.
Also, a number ofimilitary schools
have been opened glmost exclusively
for the children of the wealthier
classes in Russia. At these academies

of the small income of the average
family in Russia they cannot secure
anything more than the most ele-'
mentary education for their children.
The managers and officials, however,
who receive many times the income
of the Russian worker find no diffi-
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youngsters from the ages of 8 are
dressed.in uniforms and. taught all
the aspects of modern warfare in a
manner  strangely’ reminiscent of
Mussolini’s dorps’ L’k‘ B year old sol-.
diers.

culty in sending sons to a smart
Suvorov Military Academy or their
daughters to an exclusive ballet
school. The ruling class is worried
about the low level of production and
shortage of labor power. One way of
forcing Russian youth into the
mines, factories and fields is to make’
schooling. financially prohibitive.
There is another more direct means
of foreing youth into industry—the
labor draft. From July to mid-Au-
gust of this year hundreds of thou-
sands of 14-year-old boys and girls
were forced into the grey uniform of
the labor reserve. The plan is to give
most of these children a two-year
course in a factory trade or railroad-
ing after which they will start work
in their trade. (N. Y. Times, Nov.
13, 1946.)

4, Co-education in Russm—-—Rus-
sian women today are assuming
more and more the social status of
women in -bourgeois countries. No
longer are women being educated to
think for themselves, and actually to
be, the intellectual and social equals
of men. Instead, they are being

3. Beonomic status,of the student—
By and large the bulk of high school
and university students do not suf-

that Russian schools above the Tth
grade are open only to those who
can afford it. In Russia one must
be able to efford a “socialist” educa-
tion. In two Russian decrees (Oct.
3rd and 12th, 1940) free edueation
above the seventh grade was abol-

must pay 200 rubles annually in ur-
ban centers, and-150 rubles in rural
distriets. College students must pay

rural areas. The tuition in musie and
art schools was set-at 500 rubles.
Almost immediately after the de-
crees were passed 600,000 of the
poorer students were forced out of
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taught that their role in society is to
work and bear children for the state.
The latest abortion and divorce laws
bear this out. But there is_ no evi-
dence so striking as the end of co-
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education in the Russian schools. Ex-
tensive co-education has always been
an inherent part of progressive edu-
cational methods. However, in Rus-
sia a decree was issued in August
1943 abolishing co-education. {“Vchi-
telskaya Gazeta” Aug. 1943.) All
children from the ages of 7 up are
to be separated according to sex, and
a special curriculum arranged for
girls along the lines of domestic vir-
tues. In explaining the significance
of this new policy a school director
in an official report wrote:

“A girl as o future mother must
know how to care for children and
how to educate them. Whatever is
said about the various duties of men
and women in the edueation of chil-
drer, mother is always mother, ., .”

The degeneration of educatmn is
. not an isolated phenomenon. Rather,
, it is an integral part of the pattern
of life in contemporary Russia. The
needs of the bureaucracy conflicts
with the needs of its youth. The for-
mer requires a large military  and
labor force and a constantly increas-
mg population which is well schooled
in acquiesence; a thmkmg, educated
section of people is a threat to any
despotic rule,
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. increases. For popular price control committees.

Program of the
Workers Party

I. For Price Control by Labor and the Consumers

Wipe out profiteering and high prices by action. Only the 'Worker_s'
can control prices. Labor must have the decisive voice in determining
the prices of consumer commodities. For wage increases without price

Il. For a Living Wage

1. For an immediate wage increase to meet the rlsmg cost of living.

2. For an escalator clause in every union contract to provide fur’
automatic wage inereases to cover any additional-price rises,

3. For job and wage security through a guaranteed annual wage, -
providing for a $5000 annual minimum per family.

lll. Clear the Slums! Build Homes!

1. For a 250 billion dollar five-year .program to provide decent |
housing at low rental for all and an extensive public works plan to |
provide schools, hospitals and other needed community facilities. =

2. For a national plan to begin work immediately on the erection -
of 25 million permanent low-cost housing units.

IV. Tax the Profiteers

For a 100 per cent on all wartime profits above five per cent on .
invested capital. For a $25,000 ceiling on all annual incomes.

V. Nationalize Big Business

For the nationalization of the big monopolies: the industrial estab-
lishments, transportation and communication systems and the banks. -
To be owned by the nation and operated under workers’ control,

VI. End Discrimination Against ‘the Negro People
For full social, political and economic equality for Negroes.

Vil. Open the Doors to the Jews

For full and unrestricted immigration into the United States hy
the persecuted and homeless Jews of Europe.’

2. For the right of the Jewish people to unrestricted immigration
to Palestine or, any country of their choice.

VIll. For Full Economic and Educational Oppori-umhes for
Veterans

1. Readjustment allowance, on-the-job training subsidy provided
by the GI Bill of Rights, to be based on a wage of $40 a week for sin-
gle veterans and $55 for married veterans, plus $5 a week for each
additional dependent.

2. For immediate granting of a federal bonus of $1 000 for each
year of service. '

IX. For Peace and Freedo_n'l

1. For the right of all peoples and nations to decide their own fo-
ture.:For self-determination for all nations. For freedom of the colonies.

2. For the withdrawal of all armies of occupation. Bring the
American troops home. For an end to conseription.

X. For an Independent Labor Party and a Workers'Govern-
ment

For an independent Labor Party of the workers and working farm-
ers based on the trade unions. Bregk with the Republican and Demo- -
cratic Parties. For a government of and by labor.

FOR A SOCIALIST AMERICA AND PLENTY FOR ALL!
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Arthur Koestler's: Novel: on. I}alesﬁnaef:‘ ‘

THIEVES IN THE NIGHT, by Arhtur Koestler. Mac-
millan, $2.75. .
Reviewed by ABE'VICTOR

Arthur Koestler's recently. published. story

ahout. Palestine is not a good novel. Most of the
characters never become quite real; they are in-
completely and inadequately developed. The novel

" deals with a. series of very heroic and very tragic

73

events; but somehow the moed of a great and
tragic problem is not created. Yet it has all the
elements necessary to make it popular on the
American market: a battle in the PRalestinian
hills, sex and some emotional conflict, and. some
overpopularized allusions to psychoneurotic prob-
lems. And, in addition, it is as fresh as tomorrow’s
headlines; it deals with the struggle against the
anti-immigration blockade of Palestine enforced
by British imperialism, .

If Thieves in the Night made no pretensions to
being a novel, if it were written as a series of
articles, descriptions of the Hebrew communes, of
the. terrorist movement and Its organization, the,
characters would be incidental to. accurate and
colorful reporting and the entire writing could be

classed as vivid journalism. Without being. able. to.

vauch for the correctness of Koestler's descrip-
tions, one can appreciate the color and the life
which he:brings fo. the Palestinian scene.

Thieves. in the Night is a tale about the set-
tlers of a Hebrew commune in Palestine, a, collec-
tion of young and courageous chalutzim of many
shadings of left-wing Zionist opinion who take a
hill and a few acres in a rather simple military

operation, fight off Arab opposition, and finally"

‘build,; their ¢commune into a large and prosperous

 Zionist settlement. The original twelve settlers;
, of course, dominate the leadership and the life of
_ the commune. And-to the characters of several of

these Koestler tries to give some life as individ-
uals and personalities: Joseph, the half-Jew who

" desires. to help solve the problem of the Jews by

becoming a supporter of the terrorist movement;
Dina, the refugee from German-controlled. Europe

© who was so maltreated in a Nazi prison that she

cannot tolerate the touch of a man’s finger to her

* skin; Bauman, military leader. of the original

detachment who wears riding breeches and a
black leather jacket, relics from the street fight-
ing in Vienna in 1934 when as a member of the
Schutzbund he took part in the war with Dolfuss’
troopers.

"OVER-SIMPLIFICATION AS A SYSTEM,

To Koestler, characters are primarily repre-

"'_':s':g_i'ltgtiv.es of oversimplified and often vulgar po-
litical and social ideas. Joseph is the essence of

Jewish self-hatred (which one of the characters

=~ refers to as “the Jewish form of patriotism”).
: - Koestler describes Bauman. as the characteristic.
¢ * Schutzbund: fighter; yet he becomes. converted to
. .:the philosophy of individual terrorism without-

any; visible mental or emotional struggle. .

~ Not only the characters, but the social conflicts
are all reduced to overly-simple ideas in Koestler's
‘novel: The struggle between the Arabs and the

nationalistic Jews is to Joseph like the evolution

of the réptile from the fish in the world’s natural
history. “Once upon a time the most perfect prod-

" . uct of creation were the fish....Then came the

time when some force drove some fish to ereep
ashore and they became amphibious. Those who did
had- a. terrible time of it. Instead of drifting- with

" streamlined grace through the water, they had to
~ " waddle and wobble on land.” Eventually, however,
"‘the poor struggling creatures on land developed

lungs and learned to use them thus becoming a
more highly developed species of animal. )
“The Arabs are the fish. They are happy, they

have tradition and beauty and self:sufficiency and
lead a timeless, carefree existence.” The Jews are
the overly-ambitious fish who have crept ashore
and become amphibious. They are having a ter-
rible struggle, They are ungraceful. They have to
waddle and wobble on land till they perfeet the
new form of propulsion. But eventually they will
develop the higher civilization.

The Arabs are backward, you see. And the Jews
are bringing eivilization to Palestine.

The flaws in this vulgarized.version of natural
history is that the Arab peasants are not reported
by most observers to be living the happy, beauti-
ful, self-sufficient, timeless and care-free exist-
ence which this parable ascribes to them any
more than the plantation Negro in the southern
part of the United States was living the happy,
beautiful, timeless, care-free existence which the
literary hacks ascribed to him under the planta-
tion system.

THE. GENERALIZATIONS AND. SHALLOWNESS

Koestler’s writings are replete with these gen-
eralized social ideas, which when. analyzed often
turn out to be oversimplified and quite wrong,
The leftwingers are knights in rusty armor....
The war against Germany, 1939 to 1946, was a
war against a total lie in the name of a half-
truth...the political leaders of today's world
range: in. .gradations: between two extremes, the
Yogi on one end and the Commissar, on the other.

These, at ance shallow and seemingly, profound

generalizations, Koestler puts into the. capsule of
what one reviewer calls the epigrammatic flash;

‘but which would more appropriately be called: the

flashy epigram. And #ruly, Koestlen's style, when.
dealing with political thought. has. the. quality of
something smart and flashy rather than profound.
and thorough:. Upon first glance it seems thought-
provoking. A second glance indicates that it is.
simply provoking. !

This must, however, not be interpreted to
mean that Koestler is insensitive to genuine po-
litical problems., With all his over-simplifications
and vulgarities, he occasionally collides with a
fundamental defect in the politics of his genera-
tion. He did so quite dramatically and effectively
in Darkness at Noon in which he caught the es-
sence of the frame-up psychology and its prison-
ers. That he has done so also with the Zionist con-
ception of a Hebrew nation is indicated by cer-
tain lines from the diary of Joseph, the half-Jew.

The Palestinian born Jewish youth, Joseph
writes, “have been brought up in one language
which had been hibernating for 20 centuries be-
fore being brought artificially back to life....

“There, in the language, is the main rub. The
revival of Hebrew from its holy petrification to
serve again as the living tongue of a nation was
a fantastic achievement. But this miracle involves
a heavy sacrifice.- Our children are brought up in
a language which has not developed since the be-
ginning of the Christian era. It has no records, no

. memories, hardly any trace of what happened to

mankind since the destruction of the. Temple.

Imagine ~thé: ‘development of -Efglish having -
. stopped with Beowulf—and even Beowulf is a

thousand years nearer to us! Qur Classics are the
books of: the Old Testament; our lyries stopped
with the Song . of Songs, our short stories with
Job. Since then—a millennial blank,...”

There, in spite of the music and the dancing
and all the creative yearning of the ardent Zion-
ists—there indeed is the rub. A Hebrew nation

from the purely cultural point of view, would cre- .

ate a second generation of stolid artisans and
mechanies and tillers of the soil (scientific though
they might be) with a, n{ost backward and erip-

k; . ;

| Journalist But Shallow Thinker

pled kind of literary, philosophical and politico-
economic development. Compared to the new He-
brew culture, even the backwardness of Stalinist
Russia with its odes to tractors, purges of artists,
and' tunes which even a commissar can whistle,
might seem progressive indeed;

The Zionists who come. to. Palestine from Europe
and from America are very often intellectuals of
no mean cdliber. They have acquired their back-
ground from English, German, French, Russian...
from. all the great European cultures..But how are
they. to. transmit this. to. the new. generation in
Hebrew. With a highly. advanced industrial econ-
omy providing sufficient: leisure, with world social-
fsm, in short, all things become possible...yes
even. backward nations, in a brief: historical mo-
ment, might spurt ahead in cultural development
overcoming a thousand:. years of handicap. But

under the. circumstances of today's struggle with, -

production, with. collective farming, with hostile
Arabs and hostile British troops, a thousand
geniuses who. worked themselves to death could
nat, by: translation, inject into- the Hebrew culture,
the. writings, the teachings and the traditions of
the Shakespeares, the. Hegels, the Marxes, t he
Prousts, the Deweys, the Carlyles and the Balzacs.
Some have. been translated into Hebrew; but the
total. is pitifully minute,

And who, in that land of Palestine so desper-
ately in need of engineers, mechanies, agricultural
scientists, military experts, would advocate that
a thousand men spend their time exclusively to
infuse the Hebrew language with the world’s ac-
cumulation of culture?

KOESTLER'S REAL LITERARY. NICHE

Koestler is aware of the logic of his own ar-
gument in this respect. His political essay on
Palestine which appeared in the New York Times
magazine section several months ago is the essay
of an assimilationist. It is also the essay of an
apologist for terrorism, Koestler, although he is
a- good journalist, is certainly not a responsible
political thinker. The hater of “The Commissar”
who within one short year.dedicates a novel about
Palestine to fascistic Jabotinsky is not being very
clear in his polities.

It is possible, and has often happened, that a
very poor student-of political seience is great in
his stature as an artist. Unfortunately, Koestler
fails to fill either niche. Why, then, is he touted
and hailed far out of proportion to his signifi-
cance? '

The only fundamental explanation is the his-
torical one. Not often in the past five centuries
has western civilization reached the ‘cultural im-
passe of the last two decades. Eighteen years of
Stalinist degeneration in Russia and thirteen
vears of fascism on the European continent, cli-
maxed by an imperialist war which reduced liv-
ing to a bitter struggle for elementary necessi-
ties, have tended to force European art into the
position of a beggar pleading for the right to ex-
ist. American literature has grown up in the
bawdy house of capitalist wealth. A most obscene
kind of corruption, has had it§ ‘deleterious effect.
The popular trend in" Atheritan Titerature, nat-
uralism and above all the nHturalist novel, has
never come up to the mark of jts literary forbears
in Europe. '

Culture, like: nature, abhorfs a vacuum. Even an
Arthur Koestler can. be sucked into. the void cre-
aied by this poucity of good: literature. Thus have
the conditions of a declining economic. society
and its effect on culture in general, and thereby
on literature, created a situation whereby a
Koestler becomes so prominent that he is pro-
claimed by some critics the foremost contemporary
problem novelist of our time.

Behind the Allied Struggle
For Contirol of Danube Area

By JACK ARTHURSON

PARIS, Nov. 14—When the Amer-
ican forces in Europe announced on
November 12 that restitution of 600
Danube River commercial vessels to
various countries would be made
Austria was not among those listed.

Yugoslavia is to receive 167 ves-

sels, Czechoslovakia 42, and Hun- .

gary, Bulgaria and Rumania the bal-

_ance of the 600 which the Americans
had ‘seized in spring and summer of

this year, ostensibly in a drive
against the black market. Why. the
boats are returned now is not ex-
plained in the release from Berlin
headquarters of the U. S. Army.
Since it will take 30 days to return
the boats, and since the Danube
freezes over by December 15, the
American “concession” will not have
any real economic effect until spring.
By that time the growing clamor of
all Danubian countries for their
boats will have had to be answered
somehow,

AUSTRIAN BOATS HELD

Austria’s several hundred vessels
have been held in the upper Danube,
in the American zone of occupation
in Germany. Without commercial
shipping, Austria, which depends far
more than other central European
countries on imports of coal and
food, is near complete collapse. Why
the Austrian vessels are not re-
turned is not revealed by the U. S.
Army, but the story is coming out.

An American note of July 23 to
Russia declares that “restitution of

commercial inland water craft on the -

Danube will be deferred pending the
outcome of the discussions between
the American military authorities
and the Soviet authorities in Vienna
with a view toward establishing
principles of freedom of movement
of vessels on the Danube under the

-flags which they now fly without

danger of seizures.” The U. S. feared
that if the boats were released Rus-
sia would attempt to seize them as
reparations, on the claim that they
were German property.

But this is only one side of the
story which is as full of perfidy,
treachery and international power
political blackmail on all sides as
anything Machiavelli ever reported
in The Prince.

CONTROL OF DANUBE

Austria is the pivot of the story.
To understand her relation to. the
battle between the American and
Russian giants it is necessary to leok
into the murky waters of the blue
Danube. Having arrived on the
scene first, the Russian armies seized
control of the river directly or indi-
rectly through their subordinate ré-
gimes in Hungary and Yugoslavia
and the friendly government of
Czechoslovakia, and commenced a
system of Russian control of the
hitherto international (i.e., German-
dominated) waterway in her drive

© On

to increase Soviet economic and po-
litical penetration of central and
Southeastern Europe.

Since the Germans in retreat had
withdrawn most of the Austrian
boats to the upper Danube, when the
Americans reached the river, they
found Russian armies in.control of
the most vital transportation link in

central and southeastern Europe,

and desperately trying to get the
ships with which to complete this
transportation control. Then fol-
lowed U. S, seizure of the boats.

In Austria this economic and po-
litical battle for control of European
communications and transport was
reflected in the Rugsian claim for the
Austrian Danube Navigation Com-
pany as subject to seizure as repara-
tions because it was German-owned

. property under the terms of the

Potsdam Agreement of August 1945,
The Austrian state denies that the
Danube Navigation Company is Ger-
man property; alleging that the Ger-

ans had forced Austrian citizens
to sell their shares, under pressure,
after the Anschluss of 1938. Russia
counters with declarations that even
before the Anschluss the  property
was largely owned. by Italian fas-
cists.

NATIONALIZATION ISSUE

To halt the Russian, seizure of the
company and of 50-75 per cent of
Austrian industries which are locat-
.ed mainly in the Russian zone of oc-
cupation, the Austrian state moved
to nationalize most of the big indus-
tries in June of this year, the law
becoming “effective” on September
17.

Among 71 plants listed for na-
tionalization, including the Danube
Navigation Company, 90 per cent
had already been seized by Russian
armies as reparations. Of the re-
maining 10 per cent only a few had
any U. 8., British or French capital
investments. Austria said it would
pay compensation for any “United
Nations property” and would not
even nationalize such property until
foreign capitalist. owners- had pre-
sented their own evaluation of their
property and received compensation.
By promising compensation, Austria
hopes to get U. S. and British capi-
tal credits and loans. Russian-seized
property was excluded from this
category. The Communist Party of
Austria voted for the nationalization
law.. : Bl ey e ay
On August 1, the Russian “paper
Jzvestia denounced the nationaliza-
tions as “illegal,’” calling them a
“hostile act against the Allies.” .Gen-
eral Kourassov, commander-in-chief
of the Red army in Austria, declared
that the nationalization law violates
Article 5 of the provisions of the
Allied Control Council for Austria
which says that German properties
are subject to seizure as reparations.

Just as promptly, the U, S. and
Britain, in a veritable comedy of

errors, approved the nationalization
law, said it did not violate any Con-
trol Council provisions, and turned
back to Austria the-Herman Goering.;
works and other plants they had con-
trolled, claiming that not even these
were subject to reparations seizure.

Austria thus offers the unusual
spectacle of a country in which the
Russians . oppose mnationalization,
whereas the American and” British
are for it.

BATTLE OF THIEVES

In the very center of these dis-
putes over what is German property,
what is Austrian property and, lev-

. ity aside, what is property, is the

Danube Navigation Company. Since
the dispute is unresolved and the
Americans and British consider that
if the boats are freed the Russians
will seize them as reparations; Au-
strian ships are not returned. Thus
tiny Austria starves, her economy
cut to 40-50 per cent below 1938 pro-
duction levels is falling apart, and
all the Big Four powers force her to
pay theif occupation expenses reach-
ing more than $76,000,000° already,
while the dispute rages.

In Austria British and American
capital investors and their govern-
ments are no more in favor of na-
tionalization than the Russians.
They are content to employ Austrian
opposition to Russian seizures, even
if this means supporting Austrian

rights to nationalize property, with _

compensation. In this entire struggle
the Russians have been-outsmarted
and made  to look like thieves by
some of the world’s sharpest imperi-
alist businessmen who are old hands
at being “silent partners” and not
outright expropriators of another
country’s industries.-

(Note: This article is based on
material in the forthcoming book,
“Nationalization In Europe, 1946-
1947.”)
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The Three Graces

At the end of the first act, the
audience saw the official party in
the box. The packed house rose to
its feet and began to applaud and:
cheer. The Ministers stood and
waved a greeting, There were re-
peated bursts of applause, and at
one point Mr. Byrnes clasped Mr.
Molotov’'s and Mr. Bevin's hands
and held them. aloft. .

“They look zs amiable,” 'whis-
pered a lady, “as the three graces.”

From the N. Y. Times Report .
of Opera’s First Night.

N '

By an inadvertence, the picture. of
George Addes, secretary-treasurer. of
the UAW, was used in place of Marc-
antonio in the article which dealt
with the latter's role in pelitics in
New York. City. We apologize for this
inadvertence.

e '
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On November 11, 1946, LABOR ACTION featured an article
by Albert Gates which dealt with the Jumes M. Cain plan- for the,
establishment of an' American Authors Authority. The plan, en-
visaging the conirol of authors' copyrightseby destroying the

. power of book publishers, Hollywood and the radio chains, was

subjected to criticism because of: its totalitarian, bureaucratic.
and Stalinist character. Once the plan was made public, followed
by a campaign to force its acceptance by all the Author's organi-
zations, a struggle broke out among these bodies and their in-
-dividual adherents. One of the most active opponents of the plan
is James T. Farrell, noted novelist, literary critic, and. socialist.
Farrell's- letter to Elmer Rice, who subsequently- also. came to
oppose the Cain plan, is printed because of its intrinsic impor-
tance in the fight against Stalinist totalitarianism which, is the
most powerful force at work in favor of the Cain plan, It sub-
jects the Cuin plan to. devastating: analysis and: criticism,

“\ : /s

Oct. 3, 1946, N. Y. City.

Mr. Elmer Rice, President

The Authors League of America
Authors Guild

6 East 33rd Street

-New York City

Dear Mr. Rice:

i Inasmuch as” a committee is now preshmably, studying the
James M. Cain proposal for the creation of an A. A. A,, T take
the liberty of addressing a second, lettér to you. I have again read
the Cain proposal, and the arguments favoring it in The Screen
Whriter for July, and I have tested my views by discussing them
with a number of persons, with writers, and non-writers. I wish
again most urgently to propose that this plan be rejected both
in its original form, and in any modified version of it which may
be suggested.

I have learned that many confusions concerning this plan exist in
the public mind. A considerable number of persons have been fooled
into thinking that the issue involved in this proposal is one in which

“the forces of progress are lined up against the forces of reaction.

The plan is considered to be a liberal plan advanced by pro-Rcose-
velt writers, and opposed by anti-Roosevelt writers. The most gross
version of this false view is to be found in the pages of The Daily

Worker and New Masses. In thesé organs, all opponents of the plan .

are lumped: together as, in effect, fascists, members of a fascist
literary front. Also, the impression has been created that | am a
member of the American Writers Association, both in-the pages of
these organs and elsewhere. Thus, for purposes, of information, |
stress the fact that my opposition to this plan is independent, and
that | am a member of The Authors League in good standing.

After I sent my letter of September 14th to you, you senF me
a telegram in reply in which you assured. me that the Council of
the Authors League would never permit the passage of any meas-

“ure “that would prejudice” the freedom of writers. However, I

cannot accept your assurance. For'in the same telegram, you. also

+ . stated to me: “The unfortunate injection of political and frac- . d-boiled competence and aggressive s _
- tional issues into the discussion has merely played into the hands . muggs™ who Will use’all' means fo attain Cain’s end, This proves

arre

of the powerful groups who would like nothing better than to sce
dissension within the ranks of the Authors League.”

"FRACTIONALISM": FALSE ISSUE

Y?ur statement here is, in itself, political; from it, one could
only imply that I'am one of those who have been “ohilty” of what

you would call “fractionalism.” Your statement further makes

it clear that you see some of the issues involved as one' demanding
unity among authors. This is false. The question of dissension is
not at all significant in this matter. And the fact that you made
such a, statement has left me with anything but assurance con-
cerning what will happen in the study which the committee is now
presumably making: ’ :

I have learned that many persons have been fooled and mis-

led: into seeing the Cain proposal falsely as one which concerns

liberal ;and reactionary politics. The reason for, this, of course,
does not lie with you, nor with the Authors League. However, the
statement of yours which I have quoted. causes me to fear that
you, also, may have allowed yourself to be fooled. I hope that my
suspicion is unwarranted. But then, it is based on your own words.

In my letter, I have charged that this proposal is bureaucratic.
Others. have made a similar charge. I have learned that some
members of the public dismiss this charge, and that they. argue
that the word “bureaucratic” is one used by reactionary. news-
papers.in their attacks on the New Deal and so on. It is unfortu-
nate that such shoddy views should be current among literate
people.. I do hope that no.members. of the committee also sponsor
such a view. I, personally, am highly fearful that this plan; would
permit| the literary Stalinists to gain powerful influence over
American writers. The attacks of the Stalinist press on all oppo-
sition to this plan only strengthens my fear. However, I' think
that on its own merits, the plan is most dangerous,.and the
essence of this danger lies in the fact that it is a bureaucratic one.

PLAN HAS BUREAUCRATIC TRAITS

The distinetive trait of a mind bureaucratically disposed is
that of a lack of faith in ideas. In line with this lack of faith in
ideas, there is a lack of confidence in democratic action. In my
letter to you of September 14, I pointed out to you that the Cain
proposal was based on the premise that authors are suckers. In
the course of re-studying and. reconsidering this document, I even
found it more shocking than I had originally thought. James M,
Cain spoke vaguely and generally of the rights of authors, but he
was not at all clear as to what these I"ig-hts are, Only in passing,
did he speak of the right of free speech, and, in general, it is im-
possible to know what he really means by rights. The word is
used most.ambiguously in his document. But the document ap-
peals to writers to accept an AAA on the ground that their rights
will be defended, and that they will make a lot.of money. This
defense of their rights will be carried on by “tough muggs.” And
the proposal also tells us that these “tough muggs” will use all
means in defending: the rights of authors.

This ;strongly suggests that the plan was drawn. up without any
complete conviction in. the. justice of the authors' case, without any

conviction in the capacity of wrifers fo learn and #o defend them-

selves. Cain's, faith. lies solely in.organization qua organization, and’

in the hard-boiled competence and aggressive spirit: of these “'taugh.

g

most clearly that the plan comes from bureaucratically minded
perseons, J

Also, please‘let me stress for the benefit of the committee,
that the plan itself is bureaucratic. It proposes that each section
of the Authors League will appoint one member of the board.
These four appointed members will then appoint a chairman of
the board, who, will, in turn, be the fifth board meniber. He will
have the power to appoint a number of persons, representatives;
lawyers and others. Also, the plan provides that a tax be imposed
on all licensings of copyrights, and that this tax serve as the
means of supporting the board.

In this way, Cain said that a “million dollar kitty;’ will be
raised, and that this can be used by the board in advancing and
defending the interests of authors. This board will be appointed.

-Its: head. will in turn be appointed by the four appointed board

members. They will receive very good salaries, and’ presumably,
they will get traveling expenses, etc. And they will have at their
disposal, if the plan works out successfully, a sum of something
like a million dollars. And they are instructed in the plan to use
all means to advance the interests of authors. This is shocking.
And it shows that one can state that in two ways the plan is
bureaucratic. The arguments in its defense are bureaucratically
minded arguments: structurally, the plan is bureaucratic. It
ought to be clear that this plan will be best for those who want
to become literary pie card artists.

CONTROL OF COPYRIGHTS

It is also pertinent to speak once again of the proposal that
the board be put in control of all copyrights. This plan envisages
only the copyrights of unhired writers. Copyrights belonging to
business organizations which hire writers will not be placed under
the control of this board. Thus, the plan would permit large or-
ganizations to hire writers, and to have them work for salary or
wages, and thereby, they could escape the necessity of having to
deal with the board. And we can be sure that if this plan is
adopted, such a practice will become more widespread than it is
now. Between the board and employment for large cultural enter-
prises, the independent writer will have no place to go. In my
previous letter, I stated that this plan does not promise to help

) the poorer and more independent writers. And this possibility .
strongly suggests the validity of my argument. I might state that

the fact that this provision was put into the plan shows how care-
lessly worked out it is.

One of Mr. Cain's proposals—the. one. which: plans to-have- the-
board legally defend the author—seems to impress him. very much.
And yet, it is also dangerous. In any legal proceedings involving
copyrights, the board as the owner of these copyrights will come
into court as a defendant. Mr. Cain thinks that this would be better
than the present practice whereby the Authors League comes into

court in an amicus curiae. | strongly doubt that Cain's claim here .

is legally sound. However, there is a more important point o be
mentioned in this context. This plan would deprive the author of

any say in his: own defense. He would. .have no choice. concerning-

his own lawyers, and he would be likely to have no voice in, the.
defense of his own case. And let us not forget that this is a board
which is, also, to be instructed to use all means to defend the rights

- of authars, and, that. it. is. to, be. intentionally. composed. of. "fough-

I know that I personally would consider it most onerous if L
had to leave any legal offense of my rights in the hands. of such a
board, without any choice ih the selection of lawyers, and with-
out any real voice in the way that I was to be defended. This pro-
vision is particularly ominous for radical writers who maintain
any independence of position.

ABETTING" OF STALINIST INFLUENCE

It-is a public fact that there are strong Stalinist influences in
the Authors League. The Stalinists are now sufficiently powerful
so0 as.to have an important voice in the appointment of the board
members. And these board members will have complete power of
decision in- the legal defense of all authors. Any writer who has
opposed Stalinism can well be alarmed at this possibility. And
even if such a possibility were not real, this feature of the pro-
posal is most alarming on its merits. For let me repeat—it de-
‘prives the writer of the power of decisions in his own defense.

Furthermore, this feature of the plan exposes the bureaucratic
minds that are behind the plan. We will both agree that actually
or potentially, the writer exerts a powerful influence in society.
He often becomes an important voice. But what is the American
public going to think of writers who are (on the one hand) impor-
tant voices, and who are (on the other hand) considered so unins
telligent, so incompetent, so pronounced a group of suckers that
they cannot even trust themselves to select their own lawyers,
and to make responsible decisions concerning their own fate.

1 am surprised: that many members of the public have not as yet
seen the proposal’in this light. ' We have writers who are constantly
-speaking on every crucial problem of the day: we have the Holly-

wood screen writérs who are, day in and day out, agitating so that

they. may be heid: in higher public respect because of their craft
And‘we have at 'the same time, this proposal, with this feature
central in it, And:it plainly tells the public that these writers who:
are such voices, who speak on so many issues, who should be held
in such high regard—these writers are not competent to defend’
themselves, not competentito have a voice in their own defense,

Alongside. of these allegedly important advantages which will:
accrue to the author if this plan is adopted, Cain offers the writer:
other and. trivial iones. For instance, one: of the functions of this
board will be that of keeping records, and it will have the power:
and the funds - with which 'to hire people who will keep such. rec-
ords. This will save the writer the trouble of keeping his own,
records, a not too complicated procedure. He will not have to.
worry lest he lose his contracts.

When I reread what Cain and the plan has to say of this
advantage, T paused and wondered how it was that the newspapers:
failed to pick it up, and to treat it with the loud and raucous
laughter which it deserves: Had this plan been carefully read by
newspaper editors, they would have made the authors of Ameriea:
a laughing stock. And if the authors of America are as incompe:
tent as Cain seems to think, they only deserve ridicule. Think of
it. If we have five tough muggs to speak for us, Mr. Rice, we:
don't have to worry about losing our contracts. We have no need
to concern ourselves with: the: business details of 'writing: We:
don’t need to say yes or no‘on anything:of consequence concerning.
our profession. It will all be doneforus. = ' IS AN
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LABOR ACTION

-

AKRON

'Write to Box 221 for information.

BALTIMORE

“WP and SYL branches hold piblic
forums the second Friday of each
month at 21 West DPreston St. The
next will be on December 13 and the
topic will be The Future of Militar-
isim in the nited StatUes.

"LABOR ACTION is sold on news-
stand at Fayeite and Calvert Streets.

BUFFALO
HFADQUARTI"RS 639 Main St.
Open meetings on Sunday evenings.

CHICAGO
LABOR ACTION, 1501 W. Madlson,
2nd floor, Chicago 7.
Telephone—CHEsapenke 5708
Office hours: 2-6:36 p.m. daily, ex-

cept Sundays. Tuesday and Wednes-

dg:r evenlngs

0:1 every Sunday evening at 7:30
o'clock, discussion classes of Marxist
classics for next four weeks.

CLEVELAND

The Cleveland branch of the Work-
ers Party meets every Thursday at
8:00 p.m. in Carnegie Ho.Il 1220 Huron
Road.

The Cleveland branch of the Social-
ist Youth League meets every Tues-
day—definite headquarters not yet cs-
tablished.

Youth socials are held every Friday
or Saturday night.

Buy LABOR ACTION and the New
lnternaﬁonnl in Cleveland at Wheat-
man's store, 719 Prospect Ave., down-
town.

1101 further information write Ber-
nard Douglas, P. O. Box 1190, Sta. B.,
Cleveland, Ohio.

DETROIT

‘Headquarters, 3773 Gratiot (at Mt
Emom

LOS ANGELES

ﬁaedqual‘terq a.t 3161% W. Plco near
Olive. Telephone RIchmond 7-3230.

Office hours: 12 to 3 p.m. dally, ex-
cept Sunday; also 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. on
Monday 'and Friday.

LOUISVILLE

New International on sale at Eilers

Bookshop, between Liberty and Jef-
ferson on 3rd.
“‘For other informatifon regarding
LABOR ACTION, New International
and Workers Party — Write Robert
'bura.nt Box 1181, Loulsville, Ky.

NEWARK

HLADQUARTERS 248 Market St.

OI‘FICE HOURS Tuesday—s to 6
D. m.;: Wednesday—12 to 3 . m.;
Sa.lurday—-—3 to 4 p. m.

‘Newnrk newsstands:

91 Barclay St.

168 Belmont Ave!

Btand, Market dnd Mulbcrry. north-
east corner.-

Forum, December 6 — ALBERT
GATES, editorlal board LABOR AC-

TION, on “THE MEANING OF THE
ELECTIONS."”
NEW YORK CITY

It's completely new except the ad-

dless New York Local of the Work-
‘ers Party invites all its friends to
visit the’ new]\r renovated, redeco-
rated beautiful City Center at 114
West 14th Street, third floor. All
Workers Party literature, Marxist
books, LABOR ACTION and The New
International are available there.

. CITY CENTER: 114 West 14th St,
third floor. Open every day from 10
a:m. to 10:30 p.m. except Saturday
until 6 p.m.

Telephone: CHelsea 2-9681.

You are welcome to attend all open
Branch meetings of the Workers Par-
ty in New York City.

BRONX BRANCH:

Meets every
Thursday at 8:15 p.m. at Wilkins
Hall, 1330 Wilkins Ave., Brohx.

il

‘please

HARLEM BRANCH: Meets every
Wednesday, 8:15 p.m. at the Workers
Party Headguarters, 2143 BSeventh
Ave. (near 126th St.), room 106,

CENTRAL BRANCH: Meels every
Wednesday, 8:15 p.m. at the Workers
Party City Center, 114 West 14th St.,
third floor.

CHELSEA BRANCH: Meets . every
Thursday, 8:15 p.m. at the Workers
Party City Center, 114 West 14th 5t,
third floor. .

SATURDAY AFTERNNON BRANCH.:
Meets every Saturday at 2:30 pom. at
the Workers Party City Center, 114
West -.th St., third floor.

BROOKLYN BOROUGH HALL
BRANCH: Meets every Wednesday at
8:15 p.m. at the Workers Party Head-
quarters, 276 Tulton St., second floor.

BROOKLYN-BROWNSVILLE, EAST
NEW YORK BRANCH: Meets every
Wednesday at 8:15 p.m. at De Luxe
Palace, 558 Howard Ave. (near Iit-
kin Ave.).

SOCIALIST YOUTH LEAGUE: Mects

every Friday at 8:15 p.m. at the
Workers Party Headguarters, 276
Fulton 8t., second floor.

For further information concerning
the WORKERS PARTY, the SOCIAL-
IST YOUTH LEAGUE and LABUOR
ACTION SCHOOL in New York City
write or wisit the Workers
Party City Center at 114 West 1l4th
8t., third floor, or phone CHelsea
2-9681.

READING

LABOR ACTION and The New In-
ternational are sold at newsstand at
Fifth and Penn Streets, southwest
corner.

Tor information regarding the ac-
tivities and affairs of the Reading
Branch of the Workers Party ad-
dress: P. 0. Box 1671,

Regular elass on the "Role of the
Party in the Fight for Socialism” ev-
ery Monday evening at 8:30.

PHILADELPHIA

HE QDQLIARTI"RH 1139 W’(.SL (ier-
ard Avenue (3rd Aoor).

WI* Branch meets Tuesday eve-
nings at 8§,

Socialist Youth League meets IFri-
day at 8:00 p.m.
cents.

LABOR ACTION on sale at follow-
ing newsstands:
. cor. 11th and Walnut Sts.
W. cor. 13th and Market Sts.
1. cor. Broad and Arch Sts.
. cor. 15th and Market Sts.
. cor. 19th and Market Sts.
E. cor. 16th and Séybert Sts.
W. cor. Kensington and Alleghe-
ny Aves.
Nr. N. BE. cor. Broad St. and Girard
Ave,
NEW INTERNATIONAL on sale at
following newsstands:
N, I. ¢cor. 11th and Walnut Sts.
N. W. cor. 13th and Market Sts.
N. E. cor. Broad and Arch Sts.
N. E. cor. 15th and Market Sts.

SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA

San  Franeisco Bay Area DBranch
headquarters at” 466 Tenth St. (corner
Tenth and Broadway), Room 206,
Oakland. TForums on current prob-
léms every other Sunday at 8:16 p.m.
The next will be December 1.

LABOR ACTION and New Intcrna-
tlonal may be purchased at 20523 Fill-
more St., San Francisco; Golden Gate
Newa Agency, 81 3rd St.; McDonald's
Bookstore, 867 Mission St.

In Berkeley: Whelens, Baneroft and
Telegraph,

SEATTLE

For information regarding the
Workers Party Branch and LABOR
ACTION, write to Workers Party,
70O Box 143, U. 8. Post Office, Seattle
5, Wash,

AT

L ]

IFor information of Workers Party
addresses and activities in cities not
listed above, write-to Workers Party,
4 iCourt SBquare, 'Long Island City 1,
N. Y:

A I.eH'er frnm Fellx Morrow to the French Comrades:

For the information of our readers,
we publish below a_ letter sent by
Felix Morrow und David Jeffries to
the French Sechon of the Fourih In-
iernuﬂonul fbe Ieﬂer giv.i only a
smuu plefura ef ﬂle bureunerailc at-
mospllere at the recent convention of
the Socialist Workers Party, at which
the Cannonite bureuucrccy. on the
ﬂimnesi charges, expelled Morrow
and Jeﬂrles and issued a '"severe
warning" to other ‘members of 'I.lle
Minority Group in order lo rid l'jlenl-
selves of any critical voices in the
SWP. We hope to be able to publish a
fuller report on the SWP convention
in a coming usue. its progrnmmal-ic
sterility and ifs bureaucratic pro-
cedure, notably its Illgh-lumcied treat-
ment of the Mlnorliy Group in the
diseussion of pollhcal and orguniu-
tional issues,

[ ]

Political Committee

Parti Communiste internationaliste
Paris, France

Dear Comrades:

As I forewarned you in my cable
a month before, Cannon has expelled
the leaders of the Minority at the
November '16-19 convention of the
party. David Jeffries and I were the
ones ‘expelled, and the others of the
Minority were warnéd of the same
action against them for any objec-
tionable action, including continuing
collaboration with Jeffries and me.
The Minority has decided to remain
in the SWP and continue its political
struggle despite all obstacles.

The Minority appeals to all the

'parties of the Fourth International

to protest against the ewpulsions.

The Minority has no illusions that
an official stand of the International
on this question can come qu1ck1y.
There is today no real International
Executive Committee. The ~body
which chlls itself the IEC today. set
up by a pre-conference without an
international political discussion,
and packed in such a way as to 'as-
sure a majority to the friends of
Cannonism, demonstrates its lack of
disinterestedness by its support of
Cannon’s refusal to diseuss unity
with the Workers Party, much less
to achieve unity. It would be childish
naivete for the Minority to appeal
to such a partisan, unrepresentative
and politically unauthoritative body.
Nor does the Minority hope to see
within a short time a World Con-
gress, for the friends of Cannonism
are determined to prevent one.
Hence, the Minority meanwhile asks
the parties: of the International in-
dividually to protest against the ex-
pulsions. .

Expelled from the SWP and with
no immediate possibility of a stand
on the expulsions by the Internation-
al, the expelled comrades will apply
for membership in the Workers
Party. The Minority considers the
WP a sister party of the Interna-
tional, a Trotskyist organization. In
it, the expelled comrades will con-
tinue to work for unification of the
two Trotskyist parties of the United
States. The expelled comrades are
applying for membershrp in the
Workers Party because at the pres-
ent time it is the sole means avail-
able to them for continuing their po-
litical activity, and are ready to re-
turn to the SWP as soon as the ex-
pulsions can be reversed.

You will receive shortly a full de-
seription of the convention. For thie
moment, I shall give you only the
most essential details.

THREE FORMAL GROUNDS
FOR THE EXPULSIONS

Formally, the expulsion is on
grounds of infraction of discipline.
The Majority made two charges:

1. That the Minority ceased to pay

what is called the “sustaining fund”.

to the party. It refers not to dues,
conventlon assessments and other
formal " party obligations, all of
which the Minority members have
paid, but to another fund, which is
not obligatory. #rom the moment it
ceased to pay this fund, the Minority
stated that it would again pay this
fund at any time that the Political
Committee made it obhgat.ory This
was never done. The Minority ceased
to pay this fund in June when the
sole remaining Minority party funec-
tionary was removed from the party
payroll and when the Political Com-
mittee refused to f‘mance a national
tour by a Mmorlty spokesman dur-
ing ‘the pre- conventlon discussion.
Deprived of any full-time party
worker and refused any aid from
the party funds to make possible a
genuine pre -convention discussion,
the  Minority considered it an ele-
mentary 1evolut.10nary duty that
money previously pa:d to the sus-
taining fund be used to finance the
Minority’s participation in the pre-
convention discussion. Only this step
made posmble the sending by the
Mmorlty of Comrade Jeffries on a
national tour and the writing, sten-
cilling and mallmg of the Mmorlty
documents. Had the Minority done

otherwise, it would have been unable

to continue its political work at all.
It should be clearj then, that both
formally and in conteht this charge
of the Majority is groundless

2. The second charge was the at-
tendance of Minority members at the
WP convention in June. The facts
are: Minority members applied to
their respective party bodies for per-
mission to attend the WP conven-
tion. We stated in our request that if
we were mstructed not to attend the
WP convention, we would abide by
the instruetions. But no instructions
were issued; our request was ig-
nored. We therefore attended the
WP convention. We attended purely
to observe the Proceedmgs and took
no part in them. It should be clear
how ridiculous it-is. that the Political
Committee \'r}‘;ﬂh .persistently re-
fused to go on record as forbidding
our attending the convention should
now have us expélled for having at-

- tended it.

3. A third charge, limited to Jef-
fries, is that he made the national
tour for the Minority without first
securing a leavé of absence from his
local branch. Let us grant his over-
sight of this mere formality (even
in the SWP he would automatically
have been granted the leave of ab-
sence) —is it by any conceivable
measuring stick a ground for expul«
sion?

THE REAL REASONS !
BEHIHD 'I'HE EXPULSION

But these formal charges of viola-
tion of discipline are, of course, not
the real reason for our expulsion. If
the party publishes the speeches of

the Majority spokesmen, you will see
that they quite plainly gave an en-
tirely different reason for our expul-
sion. Thus E. R. Frank, in his report
on the International Question, stated
that there was no further value in
disputing with the ‘“revisionists.”
Thus Cannon, in his report on the
American Theses, branded the Mi-
nority as “low-grade Menshe\nks

Thus M. Stein, in his report on U. S.
Tasks, stated that there was no point
in disputing over strategy and tac-
ties with an “anti-Marxist” Minor-
ity. Over and over again throughout
the so-called political discussions in
the convention, the Majority speak-
ers made plain that they did not
want the Minority in the party be-
-cause they considered it revisionist.
In reality, therefore, the leaders of
the Minority were expelled because
of the Minority’s political ideas. And
this is logical enough for those to do
who oppose unity with the WP and
who have explicitly declared that
those who do not consider Russia a

. workers’ state do not belong in the

Fourth International.

The Cannonites, however, do not
have the courage of their political
convietions. That is why one wit-
nessed this disgusting spectacle of
four days of denunciations of the
Minority as, revisionists and then
their ea:pulswn for a minor mfmo-
tion of dasctplme.

Why expel two and not the rest of
the Minority? Juridically all “are
equally guilty or not guilty of the
same offenses. The Cannonite dis-

tinetion between Morrow and Jef-.

fries on the one hand and the rest 'of
the Minority on the other is designed
merely to give a semblance of judi-
cial procedure, as hypoeritical as
when a judge singles out some

strikers for more punishment than

others who are in the dock: with
them.

FUTURE INTERNATIONAL
COURSE OF CANNoMnEs

The future course of the Cannon-
ites internationally was indicated by
the boast of E. R. Frank that they
would burn out with a red hot iron
all Morrowist tendencies in the In-
ternatlonal ‘He brandished the same
iron in particular against the French
Majority which, like Morrow, had
“yoted for a capltallst constitution.”
And this is logical: those who de-
clare that some fifteen or more po-
litical positions of the WP are incom-

patible with unity in the Fourth In- ,

ternational must go on to split the
International throughout the world
on thege questions.

On the other hand, if the French
party or any other party should pro-
test that the Cannonites are split-
ting the movement by their use of
expulsions, then Cannon will shift
-his ground and denounce those who,
bécause they share Morrow’s politi-
cal ideas, dare to defend his viola-
tions of discipline. In a word, the
only solidarity permissible in the
Fourth International, according to
Cannon, is the solidarity of the Can-
nonites.

It would be a terrible pblitical
blow to the International if the
French and British parties especial-
ly should fail to see through Can-
non’s game. They have the elemen-
tary duty of defending the rights of
the Minority. They are obligated to

‘Suggests LA Print

Additional Letters
Dear Editor:

For a long time I have been think-
ing, why not have two pages of LA-
BOR ACTION reserved for People's
Forum, - like The Progressive, which
has a wide circulation, and would in-
‘crease subscribers for LABOR AC-
TION by leaps and bounds. Lots of
writers I believe would donate for
that cause if they could write along
revolutionary lines, If LABOR AC-
TON would consider having a forum
I'll be willing to donate five dollars

for same—many will follow I'm sure..

I have been passing LABOR ACTION
out faithfully for some time and hope

. and know it has brought results. May

these lines find one and all well and
‘happy and continue on with the no-
ble work for the good of the cause
that they so nobly perform. Again
.best wished.

: D. C., St. Louis.

(We think the suggestion of our
reader an excellent idea. We have
prmted regularly a section called
“Readers of Labor Action Take the
Floor.”, In this section our readers
have been free to express their views
on any question they desire. There is
no space limitation in this sectjon.

* We again invite all of our readers fo

avail themselves of it.—Ed.)

Cleveland SYL
Smashes Jim Crow

Dear Ed1tor
I W1sh to. report fo you about a

rmost successful operation plannsd

and carriedwout by the Cieveland So-
cialist Youth League. About six
weeks ago our group went to a pub-
lic dance hall, Osters#@that at oné
time had allowed mixed dancing.
About two months ago they moved.
When our group was refused tickets,
we -turned around and went out.
Since Osters had 'moved they had
obviously changed their policies. We
then took the matter to the Better
Race Relations Committee, a commit-
tee set up by the Mayor during the
war. We were told that if we intended
to go back there again that we could
count on their support. We were also
1niormed of a procedure to follow in
case we were not admitted. We
were to get the names and addresses
of the bouncer and ticket girl, give
them to the prosecutor, who would
subpoena them for a hearing, with
the SYL present too of course. In
other words it would be presented
in the form of a complaint that the
Civil Rights Law of Ohio had been
violated. That procedure was sug-
gested because it is sometimes suc-
cessful. .

Well, we went to Osters. They were
prepaled too, but not as well as we
were. We walked in together. I went
forward and asked the ticket lady if
we could buy tickets. She said noth-
ing to me but called out for Mr, Os-
ter, who came out after a few min-
utes’ delay. He asked me what I want-
ed. I told him that we would like to
buy tickets to go dancing. He said,
“No one has refused to sell you any,
have they"" He got acknowledgment
from the girl, who in turn asked a
fellow standing next to her, who had
obwous[y been planted there: He said
no she had not refused to sell us any

: tlckets Thrs I admltted was all true

Then Mr. Oster said, “We don't want
any trouble now and we did not re-

. fuse to sell you tickets, did we?”

t

I very politely informed him that
we were not here for trouble either
and that our group had been comn-
pletely silent and still through the
wholé procedure and since up till
now we had not been refused tickets
would he kindly sell us tickets, and
plunked do:wn'a dollar bill.

Oster and the ticket girl, who were
quavering in their boots, looked at
each other and then sold me a"tlcket
The rest of-the SYLers followed suit.
We were in! Oster lost a few custom-
ers becausé of our entry but that was
all right with us. I need not tell you
the effect that this meldent had upon
the group. Negro and white, we are
bound together _e\_.'r_en more tightly.
Two contacts who were with our
group for the first time asked to join
the SYL. That's what is so wonder-
ful about the whole thing. Our work
that evening had more effect and
meant more to them than 50 spceches

B. H., Cleveland.

Wants More Pay

For Productivity

Dear Editor:

Today being Armistice Day, which
is a holiday, has given me a thlee-
day holiday. This has meant I've had
a chance to catch up on some of my
correspondgnce, listen to some music
on the radio, work at my hobby, and
in general do the things I like to do
How little time we have under capx-
talism to do these things. It is ,]us_t
work, work, work to make ends meet.
Some of the fellows at the shop
real!y couldn’t afford it either. Bdt

the boss would have had to pay time
and a half, and that he wouldn’t do.

And when I think of the fact that
today in our shop we actually turn
out twice as much work today as we
did five years ago, due to better
machinery and improved techniques.
And yet our actual standard of liv-
ign is lower than it was then. Twice
as much we turn out and yet we get
less.

And that brings to mind some of
the ideas that ‘are presented in LA-
BOR ACTION in regard to wages
and prices. The advocating of the
idea of a sliding scale of wages,
while very good, doesn’t really go
far  enough. The slogan, even if
adopted, just means that we stay
where we are. We should even add
to that. Everyone knows that im-
proved technology increases labor
productivity and yet labor doesn’t
gain a thing from this increased pro-
duetivity. Like in our shop, we:turn
out twice as much and yet our stand~
ard of living hasn’t gone up at all.

So what I'm getting at is this. The

-idea should be put forward that the

worker in mdustry should get an ad-
ditional wage increase to eorrespond

" to the increase of his productwlty

Not only a sliding scale of wages,
but on top of that a further in-
crease e\rery time his productwlty
due to machinery and improved tech-
nigues, goes up.

It would be a good idea to print
pictures of the Iabor-saving ma-
chines that constantly are intro-
duced and then bring forth these
ideas in connection With the new la-
bor-saving devwe

It’s high tlme that workers have

. many, many }iolidays, ‘Whére they -

¥

have leisure and time to develop
themselves as they des:re, instead of
having to work every day for the
benefit of the capitalist class.

Fraternally,
E. WASHBURN, Calif.

(While we advocate the sliding
scale of wages as a means of keeping
up with the rising cost of living, we
at the same advocate other measures
designed to RAISE THE STAND-
ARD OF LIVING OF LABOR. So,
for exal‘nple, we have been cam-
paigning for close to a year on the
slogans of the Gcneral Motors’ strik-
ers for a wage increase without an
increase in prices, and for’ “Open
the Books"’ It has been our central
slogan in the entire wage pnce cam-
paign. Further, we believe in con-
stantly stuwng' to increase labor’s
wage ‘at the expense of the profits of
the  bosses . (and, of course, the
greater proﬁts that result from la-
bor’s increased productwlty) "The
“eakness in the position present,ed
by our correspondent is that it can
be misinterpreted as an incentive
pay demand—from which labor, not
capital, will suffer.—Ed.) :

A N
You Can Subscribe

To Labor Action
For Six Months
For 50 Cents! /

y Cunnon Expe"ed SWP Minority Leaders

brand the expu]mons as an imper-
missible weapon in a political strug-
gle. They know, or they should know,
that it is precisely since the May
plenum, when the Minority declared
its determination to remain in the

‘party and observe discipline, that

the Cannonites, no longer hoping to
discourage the Minority and get it to
leave as did Goldman, began to plan
to expel the Minority at the conven-
tion. So long as the’Minority seemed
on the point of leaving the party,
Morrow was kept on the party pay-
roll; he was removed only when 'it
became clear he would not leave. So
long as the Minority appeared ready
to leave, Cannon boasted that he
would never expel it; he changed his
tune only when the Minority showed
it would stay.

CANNONISM MUST BE DEFEATED
IN THE FOURTH 'INTERNATIONAL

Nor should the British and French
parties let themselves be confused by
the mountain of lies which Cannon
has ‘piled up concerning the Minor-
ity’s polltleal posmons From letters
from friends in Europe, it is plain
tha{ even intelligent comrades have
let themselves be taken in by the
shear repehtlon of Cannon’s lies.
The convention provided some truly
e,xtra,ordmary examples of this Cah-
nomte method : Morrow had only to
se_v J;hat a maJor economic crisis was
not yet due in the United States for
a few yem s, and a parade of speak-
ers were let loose on the platform
to declaim against Morrow’s faith in
the permanent prosperlty of Ameri-

an cagltahsm But the temporary
eifectnreness of such vicious dema-
gogy is at the expense of the health
and vmblhty of the Fourth Interna-
tlonal Unless’ annomsm is decisive-
1y politically defeated in the Inter-
national, anid within a few year s, the
Fourth” International is doomed to
pass from the scene.

This letter ‘necessarily has been
concerned prlmarily with the expul-
sions. It should be understood, how-
ever, that the struggle against the
expulsions is only a very subordinate

item in the struggle against Cannon-
ism. We do not ask the partles of the
International to make t.h_e same mis-
take as did the Minority for a long
time: to concentrate the struggle
around organizational questi'ons in-
stead of political ohes. Cannon’s or-
ganizational methods are a. classical
example of political helplessness re-
sorting to vicious organizational
means. The primary fight against
Cannonism must and can only be a
fight against its false political posi-
tions; only as part, and a subordi-
nate part, of such a political strug-
gle can a protest against' the expul-
sions have value.

A copy of this letter is being sent
to all sections.

Comradely,

FELIX MORROW.
November 23, 1946.

CHRISTMAS DRIVE
TO FREE od e )

A Chrrstmas dlwe to provide am-
nesties for conscientious objectors
has been started by the Committee
for Amnesty, a group of religious,
labor, intellectual and civil leaders.
At the moment there are still some
1,000 conscientious obJectms con-
fined to federal prisons, and 5,000
others who have finished their prison
terms have suffered a loss of ecivil -
rights. The Committee for Amnesty,
which has just announced support -
for its campaign by several church
groups, is headed by the Rev. A. J
Muste.

In an editorial in its November 4
issue, LABOR ACTION took the
following Pomtzon on this matter:

"The imprisonment and detention in - -

forced labor camps of these CQ's was
a scandalous violuhon of democruﬂc

liberties to begin with. Their contin-

ved imprisonment is an outrage de<
munding wide profest and organized
acﬂon to secure their FULL reledse.

[ PRESS MANAGER'S  sommmmmen

The LABOR ACTION Promotronal Department has a standing offer to
all its friends and agents which many have already taken advantage of, but
which we would like more and more to utilize. This promotional offer is as

follows: -

Any agent of LABOR ACTION, or friend of the paper, or branch of the
Workers Party, can have as many copies of the current issue of LABOR ACTION
(we ‘don't care whether it is 5 or 1,000), for special promotional and distris
bution purposes at the nominal cost of only one cent per &opy. All we ask is’
that you let us know in time (by Thursdays of each week), and that you let
us know for what purpose these pdpers are being ordered. Any legitimate
promotional purpose {covering a public meeﬂng. dlslribnhon at union qnfhar-

ings, etc.) are all right with us.

Two such large scale promotional efforts were lately carried out and
are being carried out now, About 1,000 extra copies of LABOR ACTION
were distributed at the convention of the SWP, and to SWP members
throughout the country—the issue containing the Workels Party statement
on the Unity Question. Large scale distribution of LABOR ACTION in the i
West Virginia soft coal mine fields have now begun and we hope to continue

this throughout the strike.

We urge all friends of LABOR ACTION and branches to take advantage
of this offer for one cent copies of LABOR ACTION—an offer which, we

repeat, is always in order.

A

Subseriptions and renewa]s fell off conmderably during the past-week.
We expect such slack weeks now and then, but are sure that next week’
total ‘will make up for this loss Here's the score: - .

'PHILADELPHIA
New York City
Akfon' ...
Oregon ..
~ Detroit ...
Sun Pedro ...........
San Frnnclsco
Seu e

Full credit to Comrade Hatpcr of Philadelphia, who went and g‘ot thmgs z
moving so that now Philadelphia is a stea.dy leader in getting qubscupt.lons

to LABOR ACTION.

From Billy F., Detroit’s story writer and singer of proletarian ballads,
we get the fol]owmg news, “I have just been desipnated as LABOR ACTION
agent in Detroit. I am planning a modest program to start with., Our first
problem is the sale of our bundle every week. I intend to .regularize our
sales’ at local meetmgs in particular. As soon as we have some indications
of the stabilization of sales at 100 copies, we intend to increase the bundle.:
At present one of the ideas I'm thinking about is direct sales at plant gates,
I mean, wotthehell, with an eight-page paper, Detro:t’ *only gettmg 100

coples a week—lt stinks!”

8y HE'NRV JUDO -—
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Cha"enges
LA Writer
On Question

" ‘“for the bulk of womankind, com-
- plete fulfillment through motherhood
“and creative work is unthinkable
‘without a basie change in society.”
It is posgible (and necessary) to im-
prove  present conditions, neverthe-
less. But your party apparently
~ shares this more moderate attitude,
for that is implied in the fact that
you too have some here and now de-
"mands, the $5,000 minimum income
and the building fund. How basically
would they alter the situation? (This
“‘question was as’ke(? of me by Miss
“.Green in criticism of my suggestions
in. my POLITICS article of May,
1946.) Under capitalism, a uniform-
- ly. higher wage generally means'
““higher prices. 8o that even if this de-
mand ‘were won, its benefits are
que%tmnable. :
_What then is the value of these de-

w.your party in that they can’t be won,
. -and even if they were won, they
_ Wouldn’t help much:

‘HUMAN RELATIONSHIPS
., ARE A MAJOR CONCERN

- I believe it-is primarily your deep-
.seated ‘pesgimism which renders
_weak and confusing much of your
.propaganda. No important change
can be made, you argue, until a
ffavorable milien” is established. At

. the same time, you recognize that
‘some change must take place now as
.4 means to establish the favorable
milien. In formulating and promul-
g’atmg your program, then, you are
of two -minds: you hope to win, yet
““you don’t believe you can win. There
Awould be pleasure in success, but
‘there is.also 'some pleasure in your
~failure, since then you also “win,”
by being right. How ecan one fight
' wholeheartedly under the burden of
such ‘a conflict? It also affects the
vsry ‘nature of the demands, for
thess are fashioned primarily for
‘t.gct:cal ends, and have little connec-
~ tion:Wwith real wishes or possibilities.

(Fur instance, the demand for a

$§i}00 income. It is so dull, so color-
b ,s, Since you are only wishing,
Why Nt sore intere‘stmg ‘detail? As

matter of faet, it is not even
-enguzh! Some women now have this
sum; ‘but they may be no closer to a
.gnod life than the factory worker.)
Few women will be won to Socialism
hy such negatw!sm and deviousness

- =np matter how “politieal” it may

seem to be.

Jn my article, I tried to describe

-8gme ‘of women’s real wishes and

possibilities, Miss Green’s basic for-
llil}latlon, that “the woman question
revolves around certain economic

‘problems” is a half-truth; economic

~ ‘sepurity is° only one of woren’s

: ;liéeds.-The “complexities ‘of human

- ‘yelationships,: of family life, of

. character -development” — before

‘which she expresses such admirable

humility—will remain to bewilder
us,. even. when “certain economic
problems” are solved. It is these hu-
aman relationships which are of most
com:ern to women; and mechanical

‘stereotyped phraseology cannot clar-

t_hese matters for them. Your

. party’s unimaginative approach to

- these problems limits your influence

- 'on:women and isolates you from the

~ benefits of their interest and sym-

W pa‘thy

CLEVELAND—Local Negroes, under
the leadership of the Rev. W. H. Mc-
Kinney of Antipch Baptist Church,
have struck what is perhaps the most
effective blow at rising meat prices
in‘this area. Within four days prices
of: mgat have been reduced from
within two to eight ‘cents per pound!
This ‘was done through an organized
buyers' strike in which the consum-
ers sharply reduced their consump-
t:on of meat.

‘The! buyers’ strike .was orgamzed
by a group of Negro ministers. Rev.
‘McKinney, chairman of the group,
also enlisted the support of other
* progressive Negro 'organizations, in-
“cluding the Future Outlook, League.
. Rev.' McKjnney described the situa-
" tioni as follows:

*“The. Negm section has always
bben the largest outlet for the lower
grades of meat. The Negro people
- have been the least discriminating in
-, their buying of meat. Plus these two
facts the Negro people have had no
. organization to combat high prices
. and cheap quality. This situation left
4 the door wide open for heartless re-
tailers. and ruthless wholesalers to
dump their lower grades of meat
upon the Negro ‘workers at the high-
est prices.”

Rev. McKlnney cited figures which
proved that Grade 1 meat sold cheap-
- er in the markets at Shaker Square
(the ‘wealthiest section of Cleveland)
i 'than Grade -3 meat did in the Negro
sighborhoods, Also the price on
e -canned ‘goods showed the same
ferential;'For instance, a can of

I agree with Susan Green that {

_mands? They are characteristic of '

\»

| THE ROLE OF WOMEN IN MODERN SOCIETY

In our November 11 issue we
by our staff writer, Susan Green,

water, and a rebuttal by Susan

The editors of LABOR ACTION

tween the struggle for minimum de

women or men.

except by a few “visionaries” like
commonplace. Unemployment ins

tory. As the beginning of the wa
the slogan of $60 base pay for so

minimum famlly income, and that
spired in thé result. Nevertheless,

years we were the only ones to

demand of what was then the la
world. And there was certainly no

as the General Motors Strike.
We do not say the attainment

of class rule, and replacing it by

an article by Mrs. Ethel Goldwater on certain aspects
of the “woman’s question” written for the magazine,
Politics. In printing below a reply by Mrs. Gold-

invite other readers to contribute to this discussion.

in this dicussion themselves, notably on the relation be-

plete emancipation of women which, in our opinion, is
possible only under socialism. For the present, we wish~
to make a single comment on the argument by Mrs.
Goldwater that such demands as $5,000 minimum
family income are not achievable, and that if they
were they would do little to better the situation of

Nobody can guarantee the achievement of any
single or series of demands under capitalism. How-
ever, the entire history of the labor movement, and
of the struggle for human freedom more generally,
is filled with precisely such achievements of “unat-
tainable” goals. Demands whigch as recently as ten-
twenty years ago appeared to be totally unrealizable,

ple. Or, who would have expected, some years ago;
that the miners would get a welfare fund? We recall
a small illustration out of our own immediate his-

ing $21. We were criticized for raising slogans that
“sound good” but are meaningless. Shortly after-
wards, bage pay was raised, no, not to $60, but to $50.
‘Admitted that is not on the same level as $5,000

Or, approached from the point of view of enlisting
broader circles in our "unimaginative" ideas. Several

Open the Books. Last winter it became the principal

movement for years that so captured the imagination

will fundamentally solve these problems. No, that
can only be done by eradicating the social injustice

It is a fact that prices have been eating upswage in-

pubi’ished an'article
critically analyzing

Green, we wish to
hope to participate

mands and the com-

ourselves, are now
urance, for exam-

r erisis, we raised

ldiers, then receiv- are

many factors con-
it is a fact.
raise the demand,

rgest union in the -
action in the labor

“can't be won..

‘The Editors Comment on One Asp'efl-h

creases. Yet, it is poor economics that says that is
the inevitable result. We leave elaboration of that’
point to a more extensive article, in order to make
the simpler point that the labor movement, cooperat-
ing with housewives and others, can prevent it. The
General Motors strikers, for example, called for a
wage increase without a price increase. The CIO is
doing the same now. In addition, various things can

be done to keep prices in line. But it takes DOING,

The standard of lmng of the great mass of people
in this country today is higher than it was @ hundred
years ago. The rights of women, by no means yet ade--
quate in any real, social sense, are more extensive.
How was it achieved? By advocating demands that
. (and) wouldn't help much if won."
The eight-hour day helped. The closed shop helped.
Woman's suffrage helped. Equal pay for women,
ichieved so far only where the labor movement is
scrongest, helped. Educational opportunities, first pro-
moted by the early union organizations of the Ameri-
can working class, helped.

By themselves they do not solve the problem.
But, as Comrade Susan says, the struggle for them
advances us each time toward the achievement of our
great goals. Many things that we demand will not be
realized under capitalism. Obviously. They can’t be—
a, Workers’ Government, by illustration, and virtu-
ally by definition.

But it is precisley because they correspond to the
logic of the people's needs, men and women, that they
"imaginative." Insofar as they are achievable un-
der capitalism, they unite the people in a struggle
which will proceed from one stage to the next to the
completion of our aims. Insofar as they are not achiev-
able under capitalism, the fact becomes demonstrated
in the process of the struggle, and leads to its success
through posing the necessity of a basic revision of
society. All these problems are resolved in the struggle
between the classes, and depend on the strength of
the only progressive class in society, the workmg class..

In failing to see this connection lies, in our opin-
ion, the principal weakness of Mrs. Goldwater's ap-
proach to the woman’s question. There is absolutely
no denying that Mrs. Goldwater is a socialist, and
sinecerely so. It is, however,

necessary to stand for

more than socialism, naley, the methods of day in

of these demands

a socialist society.

and day out struggle for “narrow” objectives that
lead to socialism. The woman’s question is an integ-
ral part of this struggle. Failing to make the link, i
reduces the issue to secondary matters of individual
sroblem.and personal adjustment—The editors.

Women in the Socialist 'C'aus'é

By SUSAN GREEN

I made no claim that the solution
of economic problems will automati-
cally .dispose of the tumultuous dis-
satisfactions that seethe within us
and between us as human beings,
both men and women. T1otsky, for
instance, stated that such sciences
as psychoanalysis which deal with
the human being, cannot develop
fully until the economic prison bars
wiiich confine us are broken. In that
sense did I mean that “For the bulk
of womankind, complete fulfillment
through motherhood and ereative

.work is unthinkable without a basic

change in society.” With this over-
all view Ethel Goldwater says she
agrees.

On my part, of course, I recognize
the “real wishes and possibilities” of
women that - Mrs. Goldwater de-
seribed in her article in Polities. I
also agree with her, as she pointed
out in that article, that unfortunate-
ly even among radicals the double

.standard for women still exists. Nor

do I postpone to a miore “favorable
milieu” the self-criticism and effort
at correction called for. Likewise, I
do notadvise non-resistance to the
commercialism which, as Mrs. Gold-
water's article points out, makes of
women ,worse slaves than they need
to be even under ‘capitalism. Again,
I favor every present educational

| ’*Ne'gr'oes Deal Effective Blow
~ At Meat Prices in Cleveland

sardines sold for 10 cents at the Ce-
dar - Lee shopping district (another
wealthy neighborhood) while the
same. size can and the same brand
sold at one store in the Negro shop-
ping district at 79th and Kinsman for
25 cents..

According to Rev. McKinney, this
is just the beginning of price action
in the Negro neighborhoods. He said
that a “Fair Price Consumers League”
was to be organized composed of
women: from the wvarious Negro
churches. This league will not only
combat high prices but will endeavor

to teach the Negro housewife to de-

mand a better quality of meat, etc.

The Workers Party has offered its
all-out support to Rev. McKinney in
action designed to lower meat prices
and get the Negro workers a better
product. for their meney. This offer
was accepted. As the president of the
Future Outlook League said in his
talk to your reporter: “If necessary
we will outfit a few hundred pickets
and close some of these stores if they
don’t lower their prices.” The Work-
ers Party will participate in that kind
of action, too.

effort that would make for hapmez
anen and women.

‘WOMEN MUST BE BROUGHT
INTO THE POLITICAL STRUGGLE

These are all points that Mrs.
Goldwatcr stresses in her Politics ar-
ticle. But such points can be made
‘also by the “enlightened church” or
by an ethical culture sgociety. Of
course, this does mot make them
wrong;  merely inadequate. The
Workers Party thinks of the woman
problem as a social problem inex-
_tricably entangled in the social-eco-
nomic roots. As such it cannot be
left to individual endeavor, as do
Mrs. ‘Goldwater, Politics’ editor, the
“enlightened chureh,” the ethical
- cultural society, but must be brought
out into the political struggle. This
“is where Mrs. Goldwater misses the
mark. 3

It is from this approach that I
asked Mrs. Goldwater “how basically
would it [her contribution] alter the
situation? To this she now countérs
that the here-and-now demands of
the Workers Party for the $5,000
minimum .income, for = instance,
would also not basieally alter the sit-
uation, since “a uniformly higher
wage generally means higher prices.”

There is a fundamental political
axiom Mrs. Goldwater overlooks,
namely, that the demands of the labor
and of the socialist movements must
meet such capitalist contradictions as
these, or fold up. Thus the Auto Work-
“ers Union had to adopt the slogan of
wage increases without any price in-
creases as well as the demand to
open the corporation books.

progressive step and also projects a
program for price control by labor
and the consumers. We aim for higher
wages that are really higher.

As to such demands, however,

. Mrs. Goldwater says it is ‘‘charac-
teristic” of our party to make de-
mands that “can’t be won, and even
if they were won, they wouldn’t help
much.” Of course, capitalism will
not grant the workers what they
need for decent living, let alone for
a cultured, creative life. That does
not mean that our demands for a
thirty-hour week, for a guaranteed
annual wage, for a $5,000 annual in-
come and other needs to lighten the
burdens of men and women, are
“faghioned primarily for tactical
ends, and have little connection ‘with
real wishes or possibilities.” We
make these demands because we
want these things and we honestly
fight for them. I'm sure Mrs. Gold-
water does not actually think that
such- demands are NOT the “real
wishes” of the people. And certainly
she must tegard them as possibilities
—that is, as improvements in life

that technological advancement ecan
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The -
Workers Party endorses this most -

easily provide. Why does she then
say that our demands “have little
connection with real w1she=‘. or pos-
sibilities?” * * ST

TowARD GOALS THAT witl
BE FUNDAMENTAL SOLUTION

That these real wishes and pos-
sibilities are not realizable under
private ownership, under the profit
system, under mduqtual utocracy,
does not produce i s “deepseated
pessimism” nor “two rnmds" nor a
disbelieving hope nor “the burden of
such a conflict” nor yet do we find
solace in any dubious psychological

" pleasures—all of which Mrs. Gold-

water pins on us. The prospective of
the Workers Party is straightfor-
ward and simple: to get the people
to fight intelligently for, and to fight.
with them for, these thmgq that they
do want and that are easily possible.
As they find they cannot attain,and
hold such reasonable goals undel
capitalism, the pressure of need for
these things will ferce them, and us
with them, to struggle on a wider
social, economic and polltlca] arena,
namely, against the whole system
that stands in the way. \

In my article in LABOR ACTION
I stated that Mrs. Goldwater was
speaking only for a small number of
middle-class intellectuals and not for
the large body of working women.
She now strengthens my contention.
She finds the demand for a $5 000
income “so-dull, so colorless”—‘“why
not some interesting details?” Real-
ly? Have not the seventy per cent of

‘the population living on incomes of

less than $3,000 a year, imaginative
powers strong enough to fill in the
picture of a $5,000 income? Besides
one does not put the “interesting
detail” in the platform of program-
matic demands; there is a p]ace for
ever vthing.
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Chicago Veteran Squatters
Fall Into Jim Crow Trap - .

(_The following report of the squatv
ters’ movement in Chicago consli-
tutes a more accurate and first-hand
report of what actually happened in
this highly complex development
than appeared several weeks ago in
LABOR ACTION, when the full story
was not yet known. What appeared
offhand as a highly desirable squat-
ters’ movement on the part of home-
less veterans later turned out to have
strong anti - Negro overtones. Since
we do not claim to be infallible and
wish to correct our past report on
this matter, we print below the fol-
lowing article.—Ed.)

L ]

When 54 veterans and their fam:
ilies “squatted” in the Airport Veter-
ans” Housing Project on Chicago's
Southwest Side, the action had all
the appearances of being simply a
move on the part of these veterans
to get badly needed hnme‘;——‘md
nothing more.

Since the veterans’ aciion, how-=
ever, facts have come {o light which
point pretty directly to the conclu-
sion, that in trying to secure homes
for themselves and their families,
this group of veterans allowed them-
selves to be used by Kelly politicians
and Jim Crow elements in a cam-
paign _to keep Negro veterans out of
the project.

Here are some of the facts:

The Chicago Housing Authority had
authorized the issuance of leases for
a small percentage of homes in the
new project to Negro veterans. The
Housing Authority’s action caused a
great deal of Jim Crow sentiment
among the “lily white” elements in
the community.

Several days before the “squatters”
moved in, it is reported on reliable
authority, a “strategy meeting"” was
held in the office of County Clerk
Michael Flynn with the initiators of
the squatters’ movement.

Leaders of the “squatiers” were as-
sured by local Democratic politicians
that if they took possession of the
project. homes “no action would be
taken against them.”

The Mayor of Chicage and 'the Chi-

_cago police department (which is not

known for its tolerance toward direct
action by the population) refused to
back up the Chicago Housing Author-
ity when the CHA asked that Chi-
cago police eviet the squatters. Chi-
cago Democratic politicians were fu-
rious with the Housing Authority for
losing for the Kelly machine the
votes of the reactionary elements in
the community surrounding the new
veterans' project.

On being informed by the Chicago
Housing Authority that it could not
guarantee protection and safety for
themselves and their fzmilies, most
of the Negro velerans whose appli-

Greenbérg to
Discuss Art
At N. Y. Forum

On December 8, Clement Green-
berg, editor of Commentary and art
critic of The Nation, will give the
fourth lecture in the very successful
forum series now being conducted by
the Labor Action School. Mr. Green-
berg’'s lecture on “The Decline of
Art” will assay the artistic move-
ments of our time against the back-
ground of the decline of western so-
ciety.

Mr. Greeenberg notes the begin-
ning of the decline of the arts in the
early 1920’s when jt became apparent
to the artist that liberal bourgeois
society was not only an alternative
to socialism but to worse. forms of
capitalism—fascism. “Bourgeois cul-
ture up to that time was created by
men and women who were essen-
tially rebels, and whose art ex-
pressed a rebellion against the bour-
gedisie, even though the artist him-
self was often a-polifical.” After 1918
the decline of art went, hand in hand
with a timidity, a fear of creating in
any direction. The art movement of
the nineteenth century which had
lashed out at bourgeois society clung
to what it had in the fwentieth in a
fear of what it might get.

Mr. Greenberg's concepts, whjch he
will illustrate through a discussion
of the painters of the period and
their work we are sure will stimu-
late a lively discussion meeting. The
meeting is scheduled for 8:30 p.m. at
114 West 14th Street, headquarters
of the Workers Party of New York.
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Only
$2.00!
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A permanent record of Marxist

cations-had been approved and leases
authorized, did not attempt to occupy
their homes in the project.

On November 16, one Negro lease-
holding veteran, Theodore ' Turner,

did attempt to move into the apart- _

merlt assigned to him. A crowd of
more than 100 Jim Crow demon-
strators forced him to change his
mind. His apartment is now reported
to have been subsequently occupied
by another “squatter.”

The Chicago Housing Authorily

cannotl be defended in this issue, not,

only because of the painfully inade-
quate joke- which the government
‘calls a Housing Program for Veterans,

L

but because of its stupid factics in
relation to this project and the squat-
ters’ movement. ”

The veterans who are participating
in the squatters’ movement at the
Airport project are doing so primar-
ily ' because they need and waunt
homes . desperately as do thousands
of veterans and their fanlilies in Chi-
cago, as well as elsewhere. .

But in allowing themselves to be-
come pawns in the hands of the Kel-
ly polilicians and the “lily white”
reactionaries in the community, they
have given a black eye to the veter-
ang' fight for housing 'md a decont
living.

Jersey Labor Shows Apafhy

To Both Capitalist Parties

By S. BERG

The middle class swing to the Re-
publicans, and working class apathy,
produced a Republican landslide in
‘New Jersey. Unlike New York, where
the exislence of even castrated inde-
-pendent parties like the ALP and
Liberals helped to keep the labor
vote alive, in New Jersey the workers
were confronted with a simple
choice between Republicans and
Democratic hacks. They responded,
more intelligently than their leaders.
by staying home. In Essex County
(Newark and 'suburbs), the turnout
of voters was as follows: 85,000 in
Newark, 133,000 in suburbs. Yet New-
ark’s population is slightly larger
than that of suburban Essex! And
even in Newark itself the Democrats
carried only by 5000 votes, and lost
for the first time since 1930 the most
radical ward in Newark, the Negro
Third Ward.

The same pattern revealed itself
throughout the state, For example; in

"Paterson, the strongest CIO town in

the state, ten out of twelve Repub-
lican aldermen were elected, despite
the fact that most of these aldermanic
wards are solidly working class. An-
other strong CIO area, Camden Coun-
ty, didn't yield a plurality for Mayor
Brunner of Camden, running for U, S.
Senator on the Democratic ticket.
The PAC did almost nothing in the
campaign. A state-wide PAC confer-

-ence, supposedly to include delegates

.
N

.

from every local, produced 45 people!
Rather than face an independent
campaign the State Executive Board
of the CIO had the gall to endorse
the out-and-out Hague man, Hansen,
for Governor. The resulls were as
was to be expected.

The minority party vote in Essex
County presents a confusing picture

,because of the voting arrangements.

The parties were reshuffled for each
office. For example, for Governor, the
SWP had line 3, SP line 6, SLP line
7, CP line 8, with two other parties
on lines 4 and 5. On the other hand,
for Senator the SLP was on line 3,
SP on line 5, and SWP on line 7. Re-
sult—the SWP polled 3,112 for Gov-
ernor. in Essex County, but only 230
for Senator. The SLP polled 3,498 for
Senator, but only 198 for Governor.
The SP, in a bad spot for both offices,
polled 512 for Governor, 441 for Sen-
ator. The Stalinists got 1,149 votes for
Governor, although at the very bot-
tom of the machine.

In the 11th Congressional District
the SP congressional candidate had
line three, the SWP, the only other
radical candidate, line 4. Result—SP,
1,193; SWP, 300. This district is one-
third of the county. The oldest Ne-
gro ward, the third, remained the
most radical ward in the city. Here
the combined SP-CP vote for the
lower. offices reached 10 per cent of
the total. And it was this ward that
went Repub]ican!

New York Sunday Forums
Continue As Big Success

“A conspiracy of silence conceals
the real facts about Germany from
the American public,” declared’
Guenther Reimann at the second
Sunday evening forum of the Labor
Action School on November 24. Mr.

/- Reimann- spoke on “The Fate of

Germany’” to an audience of over
one hundred who thronged to the
school to hear his absorbing speech.
An expert in the field of economics,
Mr. Reimann brought a wealth of
interesting data to detail his lecture.

Mr. Reimann ‘opened his lecture
with the question—what is Germany
today? The answer, he stated, was
complicated. It isn’t a nation because
the four amputated sections pre-
clude the unity necessary to consti-
tute a nation. In the sense that India
is a colony, Germany does not fill
that definition' either because she
does not have enough natural re-
sources to enrich the exploiting
countries. With respect to social
classes and composition, Germany
does not fall into any ready made
definition. The workers are unable
to work in the war-torn factories;
what is leftpof the native capitalist
class is loath to invest capital. A new
social phenomena has arisen in the
form of the seven million slave la-
borers in foreign  countries. They
represent the general decay, not only
of Germany, but of all of Western
Europe. The most startling and
traglc aspect of this s:tpatmn is that
it is sanctioned by the social-democ-
racy and the organized labor move-
ment.

VIRUS OF DECAY

We are forced to conclude, said
Mr. Reifnann, that we cannot yet de-
fine what Germany is today. For the
first time in the history of capital-
ism, modern technology and produc-
tive forces are forbidden to a mod-
ern country. The virus of decay that
corrodes Germany is also eating at
the heart of Western Europe. The
wvalue of labor power no longer has
its traditional worth—the amount of
payment needed to keep the worker
at & certain physical and:cultural
level. Starvation is widespread and
all the Allies are indifferent to the
suffering and destruction of human
lives. Mr. Reimann presented a
graphic picture from a report of an
ex-communist on the destruction of
Koenigsherg’s people. This man, a
member of the Communist Party for
many years, was made burgermaster
of his section of the city. He left the
CP after he had witnessed its brutal
policy of rape and starvation which
reduced the population to a tenth of
its former size.

In dealing with the viewpoint that
the United States and England. will

seek to build up Germany’s economy .
_as a buffer against Russian impe- -

rialism, Mr. Reimann showed that
this was highly unlikely for a num-
ber of reasons. First, the expense is
enormous. Moreover, an industrial
plant means a large working class.
That holds dynamite for the rulers
of Anglo-America. This time, the
German workers who have learned
something in the past sixteen years,
might use their power for a socialigt
revolution. If, reason the Western
imperialists, they build up a large
police forece to keep the workers in
linc, the police and army mijght
again be used against the U. S and
England.

Third, those in the mlmg class
who belle\re war is inevitable be-
tween Hussia and U. S.-England,
have written Western Europe off as-
a strategic base, thus making Ger-
niany unnecessary as a military bas-
tion.

EXISTING PARTIES
In this discussion of the liklihood

.of a new progressive party arising

in Germany, Mr. Reimann dealt with
the existing parties. Any illusions
that Russia came as a liberator have
long since disappeared, he declared.

. Workers join the Communist Party

to keep their jobs—they see no other
alternative for survival.

In the Social-Democratic Party
the inexperienced leadership is con-
fused 'and has many illusions. The
situation is fluid and precisely what
developments will take place cannot
be known at this time,

Mr. Reimann econcluded his talk
with the statement that the answer
to the fate of Germany is a question

mark today. If the social decay pro- -

ceeds at the rate it has been develop-
ing, the German working class will
become declassed slaves arid German
economy will have to be redfined. If,
on the other hand, a new progres-
sive party arises to snatch the Ger-
man working class out of the morass
of misery and degradation. into
which it has fallen, then there is
hope for Germany and Western Eu-
rope.

A question and discussion period,
ably chaired by Ria Stone, followéd

’

the lecture. ' .

There Is Still |
Fime to Enroll R
In the LA School 7

Though classes have already begun '

at the New York Workers Party’s
Labor Action School, registration is
still open for classes to come. Also,
tickets are available for next lectures
in Sunday Night Forum series.

®
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