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Shachtman Tour
For WP Starts

On January 30!

The National Office of the Workers Party announced this
week that Max Shachtman, National Chairman of the Workers
Party, will conduct a coast-to-coast speaking tour. He will give

£ the position of the Workers Party on the politi-

' cal problems facing the American workers and

the trade union movement, as well as analyze the
current in’ernational situation.

In addition, he will be available for speaking
engagements before other groups during the
time that he is in each c1.ty. The tour is intended
to be the most thorough taken by a party rep-
resentative in some time and Comrade  Shacht-
man will be available for informal discussions
with party members and friends in addition to his speaking en-
gagements.

Among the subjects which Shachtman will speak on are: The
Crisis in the Labor Movement; Can Labor Control Rents and
Prices?; Socialism; The Road to Peace and Security; and Is a
Third World War Inevitable?

Announcements of the places at which Shachtman will speak
in.each city will appear in LABOR ACTION as soon as they are
sent in by the local branches. Readers are urged to watch these
columns as well as to maintain contact, with local party head-
quarters. Shachtman’s itinerary follows:

Buffalo ..................ccccocveveennenene.. January 30, 31, February 1
Clevaland ...:cusosmimmnnnwiimmayimym February 2, 3
Youngstown .........coccoiviennniiciiiiiciecneenn.. FEbFUGRY 5
AKPON ..ot February 6, 7
PEROIE iovmnbinspmvimenmasiygiesms February 8, 9, 10, 11, 12
Chicago ... February 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 19
Streator .............cccce e, FE@DPUGry 18
HIBRING ..cooooveeeeeeecreeieee e eivcnneenneen. F@BTRGEY 20, 21
Minneapolis ..o ol do 8 February 22, 23
Seattle ... Februury 27,28, March 1, 2, 3,4, 5

March? 8, 9 10 11
Mcrch 12, 13 14,15, 16

San Francisco ...
Los Angeles ...........ccoocoevinnnen

£

Denver ... .. April 2,3
Cmaha April'4, 5
St. Louis Aprtl 6,7
Louisville ............ Sssins ... April 9, 10
West Virginia ...l i Aprili12, 13
BalHiMOre ............cooccineenirnicinnecsiiennieeisloriaieneneee, INPEIL 14, 18
Philadelphia ... April 16
Reading' April-17..
Newark ... Aprll 18
New ank T R TR ——— T, |
BOBRIOI ..o v i anea i S s Apr;l 23, 24'

Save the Sfdrvr'ng
European Socialisis!

LABOR ACTION'S efforts to bring help and assistance to labor and socialist

' friends in Eyrope is continuing and meeting with early successes. Over past

months, many hundreds of CARE food packages, jindividual foodnand medical
packages and clothing have been going sysiema‘ﬂcnlly o desl‘lfufe families
in France, Germany, Austria, Belgium and Holland. With the receéipt of many
new addresses of German anti-Nazi, working ‘¢class familles, it has become
necessary to increase our efforts, and therefore LABOR'ACTION has launched
this campaign for assistance from its readers.

Winter is now on in full blast in Europe—a winter in which a severe cold
and a series of storms have greatly added to the miseries already prevalent
from the war. Transportation is in bad shape; most homes are cold and
unheated. All the more important, then, has become the need for food and
clothing—food to provide some bodily strength and warmth to resist the cold;
clothing to enable these family members to work and cortinue their efforts
for existence and a chance to participate in the life of their countries. We
urge all readers to do their best in response to this appeal, and to clip out
and fill in the form below, returning it to us. We will provide you with family
names, or take care of sending packages to these families.

LABOR ACTION EUROPEAN RELIEF SERVICE

e —— e e e e et e—

Will you undertake fo send Food Packages regularly to a European
Working Class Family?

Wili you support LABOR ACTION in its campaign to bring help in the
form of food and clothing to families of European socialists, anti-Nazi
and labor fighters? .

I you can give us this support, please fill out the form bclow imme-
diately and geturn to LABOR ACTION. We will supply you wulh all’ the
ne:elsiry assistance, mhrmchen and help. :

L]
LABOR ACTION EUROPEAN RELIEF SERVICE

4 Court Square
Long Island City 1, New York.

; Fi
I ami ready to help a European family during the coming months.
Please send me a family address, together with information and mail-

ing instructions. I. will send......c.cocenrimiuenene CARE packages per month;

OFsseisiviosin widenennindividual food packages per month.

Name ... S R P S R SR A S S e S e

AGTFEE 1.5 oo ssinssmsassinssosios e st st s s iass

Clfy. vt inmnmmae TR sz SO
.

NOTE : For those too occupied to attend to the details of mailing
packages, LABOR ACTION EUROPEAN RELIEF SERVICE offers
to take care of all details involved by sending CARE packages, food
packages, clothing offers, cte. Please send us contributions and we will
utilize them for these purposes, sending you all details. Send contribu-
tlona to: LABOR ACTION; 4-Cou' t Square, Long:Island Clty 1, N. Y

iy

Viet Namese Join Protest
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Rent Ceilings Menace

By New ‘Control’ Plan

Pennies,

Splinters

Won’t Build Houses

By SUSAN GREEN

Plenty of dishonest verbiage is be-
ing expended by the capitalist gov-
ernment on the need of housing for
the people. Hard cash, however, of
which hundreds of billions were
spent for imperialist war and of
which there is still plenty for every-
thing. but basic human needs—hard
cash is not allocated to build houses.
The federal government, as well as
the state and municipal governments,
are all giving lip-service to the prob-
lem—and nothing else,

Take a look at President Truman’s
proposed 1947 budgf:t.

In high - sounding phrases he
pledged governmental financial sup-
port to push
home construc-
tion “to a' high
level of activi-
ty.” He proposed
laws to rebuild
“blighted areas
of our clties.”
Presidents al-
ways say such
things. But how
much cash does B — (o8
Mr. Trumans budget provide? LB

Out of 'a ‘budgetary fotal of over
$375 billions, Mr. Truman allecates
the .unbelievably- picayune sum- ‘of

- $544,000,000 for “housing and com-

miunity faeilities,” A sum which hard-
ly amounted to a day's expenditures
in World War II is shamelessly pro-
posed as a stop-gap to one of .the
most crying peacetime problems. Nor
is this sum to be used for building
houses, small as it is. A large part of
it will go for the purchase by 'the
government of guaranteed home
lpans to veterans. Why? So that pri-
vate industry, which is charging vet-
erans. many times more for homes
than they are worth, shall not run
the risk of making bad loans to vet-
erans who may not be able to stand
the gouging they are submitted to.

But Mr. Truman is not a complete

pe. He recognizes that “Our social
security program and our -education
and housing programs can hardly be
considered adequate. Improvements
in these fields are seriously needed.
Although this budget does not con-
template major extensions in ‘the
next fiscal year, I recommend that
the Congress lay the legislative
ground now for the needed improve-
ménts, including general health, in-
surance and a long-range housing
program.”

The dear, good President! And
what are the homeless people to do

-

while the “legislative groundwork” is
being laid? Sleep on the ground, per-
haps? Or did the veterans on the
West Coast get the idea when they
asked cynically for “a tree by ’53"?

Be it noted that the President does
not see the need for “legislative
groundwork” when it comes to mili-
tary expenditures. In no uncértain
terms and impatient of any delay, he
calls for a peacetime military bud-
get of $14,726,000,000, which is nearly
40 per cent of the total peacetime
budget.

IN NEW YORK STATE

The above indictmerit of the Presi-
dent is, of course, not meant as ap-
plying to the Democrats alone. The
Republicans, now‘ dominating Con-
gress, are likely to provide even less
than the President for a housing pro-
gram, because they are more opposed
to “government: interference” in sa-
cred private enterprige. But a better
exarnple of what the Republicans
pretend to be domg ‘to house the
homeless millions is ‘Governor Thom-
as E. Dewey’s munificent $25,000,000
appropriation for housing for the
whole Empire State. Here we also
see that the housing programs of the
state governments. jave as great ‘a
shamp as that of the. federal govern-
ment.

Like the Democratic President of.

the United States, the Republican
Governor of New
York State was un-
sparing of words.
In his message to
the -State Legisla-
ture,
that- housing “mer-
its the most intense
thought and effort
of us all.” Oh, yes,
and “combined with
study” and more “effort.” Neither is
Dewey a complete dope. He sees that
“a stop-gap program” is “no substi-
tute’ for the building of permanent
houses. Moreover, all manpower and
material used in temporary housing
are diverted from permanent hous-
ing.” Well said, well said. But—

Nof one dollar was recommended
by Dewey for any permanent hous-
ing for the Empire State. The only
concrete recommendation he made
was for that $25,000,000, passed by the
Legislature and approved by him,
for exactly that temporary housing
which he spoke against. For the
$25,000,000 is to be spent in convert-
ing military camps and abandoned
schoolhouses for veteran housing.

Before French Consulate

JANUARY 22—A picket line around
the French Consulate in New York
City to protest the imperialist ag-
gression of the French government
against the people of the Indo-Chi-
nese peninsula will be conducted
jointly by the New York local of the
Workers Party and a group of Viet
Namese residing in New York, it was
announced today. The picketing will
take place in front of the Consulate,
810 Fifth Avenue, near 48th Street,
on Saturday, January 25, between 12
and 1 p.m.

The committee in charge of plan-
ning the demonstration emphasized
its eagerness to receive the active
support of all groups and individuals
interested in protesting the armed
warfare of an imperialist power
against a peaceful population, a pop-
ulation which desires nothing but the
right to determine its own destiny.

The following is the text of the
declaration to be handed to the
French Consul on Saturday:

To the Consulate of the French
. Republic,

610 Fifth Avenize,

New York, N. Y.

We, Viet Namese residents of New
York City and members and friends
of the Workers Party, wish to ex-
press. our. strongest profests against
the imperialist aggression of your
gwarmheht against thé peéple st the
o«¢h£nese peninsula,
his‘tor.v of French- mpéna.lmn
‘is ‘a-histody of biutal

exploitation, police terror, physical
violence ‘and barabaric tortures per-
petrated against the Viet Namese
soldiers fof freedom; these methods
are identical with those used by Hit-
ler imperialism. The diplomatic man-
euvers of your government, more-
over, culminating with the deceitf:fi
and unkepi promises for a referen-
dum in Cochin-China, constitute a
betrayal not only of the cause of in-
ternational democracy in general, but
constitute also a betrayal of the de-
sires of the workers and poor people
of France, whose interests your gov-
ernment consistently subverts. We
demand the immediate and uncondi-
tional withdrawal of all
troops from Indo-Chinese territory!
We wish to express concern, fur-
ther, over the reported use of Amer-

ican supplies in your government’s

imperialist venture in Indo-China. In
the ‘agreement which turned over
American arms to France, a stipula-
tion was made that these arms would
not be used for purposes of colonial
warfare. As American workers, we
wish to know whether this stipula-
tion has been removed.

Finally, we wish to protest the ac-
tions of your government in prohib-
iting the Paris demonstration for
Viet Namese freedom, sponsored by
the Parti Cummuniste International-
iste. i
wék EB.S P_Amrir‘ '

Lotal N&\? ForkS .

- & GBOUP OF

! Dewey - said -

French -

The abysmal inadequacy of this so-
called housing program of the State
of New York is proved by this. Last
year the state building program was
$35,000,000 for the same kind of tem-
porary housing. This put roofs over
the heads of about 3500 veterans in
the whole state, while in' the City
of New York alone there were 85,000
veteran applications for such hous-

ing. Well, the veterans can still look ,

forward to that tree in '53.

This contempt for human needs
shows up even more strikingly
against the background of the $467,-
000,000 post-war reconstruction fund
that lies in the treasury of the State
of New York. Reconstructing the
homes of veterans and civilians af-
ter the harrowing war must not in-
terfere with the circumspect spend-
ing of this huge fund so as to bring
the best political gains to the Repub-
lican politicians. It is rumored that
paying out $600,000,000 for up-state
highways in the next few years may

‘mean more to Dewey in 1948 than

providing housing in the overcrowd-
ed city—which is Democratic, any-
way. _

That brings us around to New
York City, where it is reported a
quarter of a million families are ac-
tually looking for a place to lay down
their heads .and call their home. Thé
Housing Authority of New York City,
by whose grace some 16,780 families
live in projects, is going to “solve”

(Continued on page 2)
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Speaking before the United States- Conference of Mayors,

Senator Taft, Republican leader and Presidential aspirant, stated
his belief that rent controls should be continued for another
year. But the very manner in which he discussed the problem
calls attention to the urgent need of organizing national tepant
action to keep the lid on rents. For Senator Taff made equal ref-
erence to relieving the landlords, the landlords!, of undue strain,
‘and concluded his remarks with: "I am only guessing, but 1 think
rent control should be extended in some form.”

And there is the gwe-awuy. "In some form!"” Truman has used
much the same words. And it may prove to be the formula by
which the real estate lobby is granted a substantial boost in
rents. The clear meaning of Taft's formula is to boost rents while
retaining the fiction of rent control. As already indicated in
many LABOR ACTION articles, this will be altogether satisfac-
tory to the real estate interests which are spending enormous
sums to pressure Congress into raising the rent ceiling 15 per
cent.

Thus, while it has been huiled in the press as a Republican
declaration for rent control of major importance, it is a clear
warning thaf labor, and consumers more generally, must act
immediately to defend this last remaining, and shaky, price con-
trol.

Shedding buckets of tears over "hardship cases”” among land-
lords, the Tafts, Deweys and Trumans will dance to the tune of
the National Association of Real Estate Boards, all the while
proclaiming their independence of this gang of thieves. Rent
ceilings have already. been cracking at an appalling rate. It was
recently disclosed, and reported in LABOR ACTION, that since
1942 OPA has been granting landlords relief" at the rate of
30,000 a month. In other words, it has relieved tenants of money
that is less and less able fo stretch over rising prices. The dodges
used by landlords to raise rents “legally” are many and varied.

The situation ¢alls for a mobilization of tenant action that,
if it cannot equal the financial pressure of the real estate lobby;
will more than equal if in the weight of numbers and defermina-
tion. To protect rent ceilings, not "in any form,” but IN EVERY
FORM, organized tenant committees, strengthened by acﬁve

trade union participation, are a first requirement.
L)

Goldman Flays Chicago Record

Presents WP School Program

CHICAGO, Jan.13—Last week
Albert Goldman, candidate of
the Workers Party for mayor
of Chicago in the April 1 elec-
tion, took the floor in the open
hearing on the 1947 budget be-
fore the Chicago Board of Ed-
ucation and outlined the de-
mands of the Workers Party

on schools. -

He cites the fact that the Chicago
school system under the leadership
of Mayor Kelly’s stooge, McCahey,
had fallen to such a level that the
system has been threatened by col-
lege associations with being disac-
credited, thus barring high school
graduates from attendance at most
of the nation’s colleges and univer-
sities. Goldman attacked the dicta~
torial régime of the School Board
and the misgrliness of its budget in
failing to improve the conditions for
both students and teachers.

He disagreed with the whole so-
cial outlook of the school system,
stating that “it reflects the dog-eat-
dog philosophy of the capitalist sys-
tem.” The teachers are badly under-
paid and need at least a 30 per cent
raise in pay; the students in a vast
number of cases are compelled to
‘attend classes in broken-down or
condemned buildings; the classes are

run on a “shift” basis due to over-

crowding, particularly in the work-
ing class and Negro neighborhoods.
Goldman demanded greatly increased
appropriations for the construction
of new schools and the taking over
of the property of the wealthy in
order to obtain decent conditions in
which the youth may learn.

CHICAGO BOARD FAVORS RICH

The -pinch-penny attitude of the
School Board and its refusal to take
all necessary steps to see fo it that
it discharges its obligations to stu-
dents and employees, Goldman stated,
indicated eclearly how the Board con-
sistently placed the interests of the
wealthy taxable property holders
above human needs and interests.

The School Board hearing was at-
tended by 150 representatives of va-
rious parent, teacher, labor and civic
organizations, each with his own de-
mands to make on the Board., Per-
haps no ether single issue has so
sum-ed wis]e mass eppesiﬁon to the

régiie as Bas ité Handling of

VAEF NAMESE  the school sifuation. Kelly Bas {aced

LY

a running fight over many years be-
cause of his political stranglehold
éver the disciplining of teachers, the
low salaries paid to teachers.

In the 1947 mayoralty election, Gold-
man stands on the following plat-
form advocated by the Workers Par-
ty in respect to the city’s school: “For

subsidies to all needy students.
Against racial quotas. Construct a
four-year city college with free tui-
tion to all.”

Campaign Rally
In Chicago Set
For February 16

CHICAGO—On Sunday, February 16,
at the Sky Room of the Majestic Ho-
tel, 20 West Quincy Street, at 7:30
p.m., the Workers Party of Chicago
will hold a.mass meeting and rally
as one of the highlights in its cam-
paign for Albert Goldman, social-
ism's candidate for mayor.

Max Shachtman, national chairman
of the Workers Party, will come from
New York to speak at this rally. Ex-
tensive plans have been made by the
campaign committee to insure a high-
ly successful meeting. Thousands of
leaflets will be mailed and distrib-
uted. Trade unions will be contacted.

All friends of the Workers Party
and readers of LABOR ACTION will
be sent a special letter inviting them
to attend. We urge all readers of
LABOR ACTION tp mark February
16 on their calendar to make sure
that no other engagements will in-
terfere with' their attendance at this
‘ syst ; rally. Any reader who wants a block
immediate 30 per cent increase in all of tickefs can obtain them by writ-
teachers’ salaries. Equal pay for ing to Chicago Campaign Headguar-
equal work to both sexes. No ‘po- ajers, 1501 West Madison Street.
litical’ disciplining and demotion of =
teachers. Against the system of spy- )
ing on teachers. Federal government

ALBERT GOLDMAN

an elective school board, free public
nursery schools, free hot lunches in
all schools. Abolish the disgraceful
‘shift’ system. Build new schools. An

American Arms Used
Against Indo-Chinese

JANUARY 20— Amid repeated re-
ports of the use of American sup-
plies by the French in their war
against the people of Indo-China, a
new offensive against the Viet Nam-
held city of Hue in the province of
Annam was announced by the Paris
government.

Simultaneously we have received
word that La Lutte, an organ of
Fourth Internationalists in the south-
ern Indo-Chinese province of Cochin-
China, has been suppressed by the
French-controlled puppet government
therge Thusddmore and more climes
dre being added ta the a 'eady black

ofBatich-ilipari
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THREE TROTSKYISTS
ELECTED IN CEYLON

Three members of the Lanka
Samasamajist Party ‘' (Ceylon
unit of the Bolshevik Leninist.
Party of' India) have been
elected by large majorities to
the Municipal Colincil of Co-
lombo (capital city of the is-
land). The names of the com-
rades are Doric de Souza, In-
drapulu and Aboubagker,
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ND VIEWS FROM THE LBOR FRONT -

Teamsters

- By TOD WILKINSON

(Special to Labor Action)

CHICAGO — Remember that hard-
fought truck strike in Chicago in
June, 1945, which lasted eleven days
and was called off only after the fed-
eral - government .came to the aid of
the bosses by piling more than 14,000
federal troops into the city to take
over the trucks? Well, the drivers
have been waiting 18 months to get
even for that deal, and they. have
succeeded. On January 4 a new agree-
ment was signed by the independent
Chicago Truck Drivers Union, Local

705, and the AFL International Bro-
therhood of Teamsters Union, Local
705, covering 14,000 union drivers,
boosting the local wage scale sharply
upward to an hourly minimum of
$1.30 and a maximum of $1.81.

The new contract, retroactive. to
January 1, 1947; provides ‘a guaran-
teed 40-hour week; and time and a
half for work before 8 a.m. or after 5
p.m., over 40 hours a week, and on
Saturdays; double time for Sunday
work; if called to work on Saturdays,
a guarantee of. four hours; and im-
proved vacation ard holiday bene-
fits. )

LABOR SOLIDARITY NETS 15 CENTS AN HOUR
INCREASE FOR DE MORNAY BUDD STRIKERS

NEW YORK—The De Mornay Budd
strike was settled last week when
the AFL International Association
of Machinists Local reached an
agreement with the company provid-
ing for a 15 ¢ent an hour general
increase retroactive to November 1.
Unfortunately, according to some of
the De Mornay Budd workers, they
left the union hall with the impres-
sion that this increase does not ap-
ply to workers hired after November
1 who will get some increase, but a
smaller one.

On Thursday, January 16, Lodge
402 of the IAM called a shop meet-
ing at which the Negotiations Com-
mittee submitted a report on its dis-
cussions with management. The com-

" mittee proposed, in addition to. the
wage increase, a better grievance
procedure, equal distribution of over-
time, and a union shop with limited
maintenance of membership.

SIX SUSPENDED

One of the unfortunate things
about the proposal made by the Ne-
gotiating Committee was that it pro-
posed to go back to work before the
six girls whose suspension forced
the picket lines, were reinstated with

.full rights in the plant.

-The six girls had been fired for
punching out early on New Year’s
Eve, The firing was obviously an at-
tempt by the company to seare the
union members in the shop who had
been agitated for weeks ahout the
whole question of the wages and the
new union contract, The leadership
of Lodge 402 brought back a weak
proposal when they urged the work-
ers to accept the agreement without
immediate reinstatement of the six

" ‘girls. The six girls are to remain
suspended and the case taken to ar-
bitration pending the final signing
of the contract.

The Negotiation Committee rec-
ommended acceptance of the propo-
sal and the motion was'carried after
a lively discussion.

SOLIDARITY WON GAINS

The wage increase was an impor-
tant - advance for the De Mornay
Budd workers and so were the pro-
visions for a union shop which puts
the union local in a much stronger
position. If the union leadership had
prepared a larger strike fund, it
would have been in a stronger posi-
tion to insist upon its demands with
the management.

The short period of picketing, and

the Saturday demonstrations, were a
wonderful exhibition of the militancy
and the fighting spirit of the De
Mornay Budd workers. Solidarity
demonstrations by other unions were
excellent. Truek drivers wearing
AFL Teamsters buttons turned away
from the gates as soon as they saw
the picket lines. Practically no-truck
deliveries were made at De Mornay
during the period of the strike. Even
the Wells Fargo Armored Pay .Car
refused to cross the picket line to
bring money into the plant. The
bosses had to ocme out into the cold
January air in order to remove the
money hags themselves from the ar-
mored truck. _

The only exception to the union
solidarity shown in this strike was
the action of the AFL construction

. workers which continued to work on

the addition to the new building
while the picket lines were in proc-
ess. The construction workers cross-
ed the picket lines every day in or-
der to go to work., But the important
thing is that the De Mornay Budd
production lines “were not moving
and that the plant was as cold as a’
dead mackerel.

Braﬁches Push to Meet
Fund Quota by Deadline

The $5,000 fund drive to stabilize the eight-page LABOR ACTION reg-
istered a substantial gain this week, as Streator and Newark topped their
quotas in the drive, and other Workers Party branches moved close to the
100 per, cent mark on their quota fulfillments. New York, which is now
only $340 from its goal of $2100, is convinced that it will move ahead of

other branches before the week is out.

With the drive scheduled to end on February 1, several branches are,
however, badly behind. Chicago, which is already engaged in an election
campaign, and Los Angeles, which is starting its election campaign, are
necessarily devoting their major energies to the campaigns. At that Chicago
is near the top of the list, and Los Angéles iy getting there. '

We have received assurances from the organizers_and financial secre-
taries of those branches that are behind that every. éffort will go into the
fund drive this coming week in a last minute, all-out attempt to meet the

quotas.
£ - 2 Leeaivibution Fa;
Branch Quota, Gb?i{égi}an Percentage
Streator .. $ 5.00 $:10.09 200
Newark ... T . 200.00 217.50 108
ChiCago ... 500.00 ,448.80 89.
New York ... 2100.00 1760.00 83
PRS-t s 300.00 206.00 68
ARPON wiiasiscnimmmiismnhess s 15000 IIQI{}O 67
San Francisco ... R— 30?00 l?Q?S 66
Bl cosuiianiamianinsincnion 300.00 169.00 56
Los Angeles Area ... 200.00 9800 49
Boston 35.00 15.00 42
Philadelphai  e.voeeoosvesesrsessssrssissss 250.00 72.10 29
CleVlaNd  «.oovveeeeessoerreesseseessessesnn S 150.00 30.00 20
Reading ... 72.00 2,00 2
Bxlalt_imqre ................................................ 25.00 .O(i 0
BERBING. cocoscissaisicisssissnsiossssossasnssisiarissins 5.00 .00 0
Louisville 65.00 .00 0
Ol TOBIE seanimiscom s N 40.00 .00 0
SEALHIE  wuveererererersssrsssssssssssasssssessssssssesnes 200.00 .00 0
Youngstown . g 35.00 .00 v 0
Miscellgneous ......... 65.00 , 161.00 247
Individual Contributions ............. = 40.00 _
$5000.00 $3530.15 70

LABOR ACTION FUND
Long Island City 1, N. Y.
4 Court Square

.. 1 am :cnelpsiqq S ,,,,, -
LABOR ACTION Fund to help continue and sustain the Eight-Page paper.

Name
Address

.......... as. my contribution to the

vreenrs, LOR@............ Shh,..

rasb st e e as ey

Vage Boost

Chicago truck operators estimate
that the agreement will give Chicago
drivers a weekly wage increase of
approximately 56 per cent. “They re-
ceived a better contract than did the
New York drivers in the recent New
York strike,” :said Walter . McCarron,
general manager of the Illinois Mo-
tor Truck Operators Association.

NEW YORK STRIKE HELPED

The October strike in New York
is what really broke the back of the
employers’ opposition in Chicago.
That strike paved the way for a new
over-the-road agreement in the Chi-
cago area, signed in November, pro-

‘viding for a 15-cent hourly increase.

The bosses' committee which nego-
tiated the Chicago cily drivers’ con-
tract was divided into two groups,
those employers performing local
cartage only and those performipg’
over-the-road work. The over-the-
road operators were particularly op-
posed to granting the drivers’ de-
mand for a 40-hour week.

Negotiations dragged on through
December and finally the two unions
issued - an ultimatum to the bosses
that they would: strike January 6 if
their demands were not met. The
bosses submitted a prdposal which
was voted down unanimously at a
union meeting January 3.

The bosses’ committee was in a
turmeil, with bitter words passing
between those who wanted to hold
out against the unions and those who
were willing to settle, The big ques-
tion was: Could the operators win a
victory? The committee finally had to
concede that, based on the defeat in
' New York, the chances of winning
a similar victory in Chicago were
mighty slim.

Actually, the bosses are quite well
off. Whereas their operating ratio was
close to 100 a year.ago, since a rate
increase granted by the Interstate
Commerce Commission last spring,
the ratio has fallen below 95. Since
the railroads received a 17.6 per cent
increase in freight rates January 1,
the truckers are preparing to raise
their rates by a similar margin. What
they really object to is sharing any
significant part of the increase with
the drivers. However, the hang-tough
policy of the two unions has forced
the employers to retreat.

JANUARY 20—The Seafarers Inter-

"‘nat'l Union-AFL at it rsegular mem-

bersnip meeting this past week votad
to a man to give support to the CIO
Shipyard Workers Union in its sirug-
gle against the Ira S. Bushey Brook-
lyn . shipyard. The Bushey yard has
refused to sign a contract with the
CIO union after having been ordered
to do so by the NRLB. Because of
this action the CIO unionists decided
to “pull the pin” there. Unless they
agree to sign immediately, this ac-
tion will do the Bushey outfit con-
siderable injury, since it is a repair
yard —and the repair business is
booming in the port of New York at
the present time.

To give evidence that their sup-
port was not just talk, the member-
ship of the SIU instructed its union
officials to write to all its contracted
companies informing them that if
they send any of their scows into the
Bushey yard for repairs, the SIU sea-
men will not stay on the ships.

The action of the AFL seamen is
commendable and gives further proof
of the possibility of unity in action
between the CIO and AFL, especially
in maritime.

Other actions taken by the Sea-
farers were: (1) To back up the Lon-
don truckers in their fight and send
them a telegram of support. The use
of troops against these workers was
condemned by one of the wunion
brothers and he pointed out how
close the government came to using
troops against American maritime
workers during the past year.

2. To back up the coming Wash-
ington conference of sea unions by
voting to support President Harry
Lundeberg’s participation in this im-
portant meeting. :

CONFERENCE IN WASHINGTON

The Washington conference called
by Vincent Malone, head of the West
Coast Firemen's Unions (independ-
ent), has as itg initial purpose the
creation of a united front of sea-
men's unions to fight the proposed
anti-labori maritime laws which will
attempt to strengthen the rule of the
Coast Guard over seafaring men.

Malone has already announced that
all nine unions invited have indicated
they will attend. g

It is the hope of most seamen fhat
from  this will flow further joint
strategy and action, since all these
unions are struggling for the same

Won ,f BU”d - -“"

(Continued from page 1)

the housing crisis by a unigque meth-
od of robbing Peter to _pay Paul.

Mr. Butler, housing genius and
head of the Housing Authority, is
trying to get OPA's consent to evict
from the housing projects all fami-
lies whose incomes are over $3,000
a year. When the projects were put
up, $2,355 was set as the maximum
income to make a family -eligible to
live in the houses. When 'the war
came and the cost of living and
wages rose, the Housing Authority
inoreased the maximum income for
tenants to $3,000. This was a reason-
able thing to do, but now all reason
is thrown to the winds.

HOUSING IMPASSE

Mr. Butler says that “in view of in-
creased private residential construc-
tion” tenants with more than $3,000
income should'be turned out to hunt
for apartments on their own. The
fact that the cost of living has gone
up over 50 per cent sihce 1939 and
families with more than $3,000 in-
come may be poorer in actual pur-
chasing power, that fact doesn't im-
press Mr. Butler. Nor does he con-
sider that “private residential con-
struction” is a mere trickle, nor. that
the costs of new housgs and rentals
of - mew apartments are beyond his
$3,000-a-year tenants. Nor does the
fa¢t that a quarter of a million fam-
ilies are already looking for homes
stay the evictioner's hand.

At present 11,623 families or about
68 per cent of the 16,780 in the pro-
jeets are subject to eviction under
the new plan., Of course, this will
make room for 11,623 families whose
incomes are less than $3,000. It will
certainly not increase the number of
available apartments nor decrease
the number of families looking for

* them.

A bright development on the rent
front in New York City is the de-
mand of the Tenants Protective Asso-
ciation of the apartment houses at
50 Manhattan Avenue for rent reduc-

tions. Yes, rent reductions when the
landlords are clamoring for rent
raises! Claiming that the .thefts and
robberies in the houses are due to
the absence of a doorman, a service
included in their rent, the tenants
want a rent cut to enable them to
pay for their own guards. OPA has
the matter under advisement.

With rent ceilings due to expire
June 30 and the real estate lobby in
Congress hell-bent to kill them, it is
good strategy for tenants to demand
rent cuts for the absence of services
for which they are paying, such as
doormen, regular sftandard redeco-
rating, regular upkeep of halls and
lobbies, adequate heat and other
things that are now lacking. The
prime essential is organization by the
tenants for action, both offensive and
defensive.

As to an adequate program for
providing houses for the people, the
demand of the Workers Party and of
LABOR ACTION for a $250,000,000,-
000 expenditure in the next five years
is modest and reasonable in the criti-
cal situation. But neither the Demo-
crats nor the Republicans, and no
capitalist government, will spend
that much money on the people who
produce all the wealth. It will take
an independent Labor Party, fighting
for a workers’ government, to kring
such a realistic housing program
within sight. .
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LAST WEEK IN MARITIME
AFL Seamen Support
CIO Shipyard Workers

basic demands—the four-watch sys-
tem, a wage that keeps pace with the
rising cost of living, increased man-
ning scale, etc. To attain these de-
mands, the maritime wunions should
Jhave a single expiration date for all
their contracts.

This proposal has already been .put
forward by Paul Hall of the SIU-AFL
and Joe Curran of the NMU-CIO. The
great advantages of this proposal are
joint expiration of agreements will
strengthen the strike power of mari-
time labor an not allow it to dissi-
pate . ils strength in isolated skir-
mishes. It is a MUST if seamen want
to have the four-watch system.

No furiher development this past
week on the fight against the Stalin-
ists in the NMU, except that Curran
has left New York to tour the NMU
outports and present his case against
the Committee for Maritime Unity
and CP control, Most of the ports he
will hit have not been having  free
and full discussion on the issues since
the CP organizational apparatus has
not “encouraged” it.

Question Bell Telephone Rate
Bid--But Who'll investigate ?

By PHILIP ROMANO

NEWARK — Governor Edge has
asked the State Legislature to ap-
propriate $75,000 to investigate the
Bell Telephone Company's proposed
rate increases. But the workers and
consumers, who are in the best po-
sitien to conduet the investigation,
and certainly the ones most interest-
ed in investigating the matter thor-
oughly, are to have no part in it. An
examination of company books by
committees of workers is the last
thing either Governor Edge or the
telephone company moguls want. In-
stead, the Attorney General has been
authorized to designate special coun-
sel and technicians for the Public
Service Commission, presumably in-
vestigators who appreciate the sanc-
tity of profit. e

Without cracking a smile, the com-
pany is seeking to provide itself with
an additional $10,700,000 of revenue.
No police have been called out to
prevent this steal; the worst the com-
pany is likely to suffer in perpetrat-
ing its swindle is the presence of a
few investigators. This is, of course,
the same company that raised a howl
when its workers demanded a wage
raise and improved working condi-

tions last year. Then, large squads
of police were called in by the com-
pany to impress the pickets with a
respect for private property and
profit. '

ThHe parent company of the New
Jersey Bell Telephone Company,
American Telephone & . Teélegraph,
netted $192,000,000 in 1946, or $9.41
a share. That was more than $20,-
000,000 better than ihe company did
in 1945. It must also be remembered
that the same company is intimately
linked with the electric, transport
and gas utilities. In the case -of the
latter, Newark police were called out
as strikebreakers a few weeks ago
after the state had seized control of
the gas works.

The people who employ 'cops
against pickets cannot be relied on
to stop an increase in phone rates.
It is a job that can be done properly
only by committees of workers, act-
ing in conjunction with consumer
groups. Telephone workers through-
out the state should initiate a demand
for just such committees to investi-
‘gate company books. That way they
can link labor's power with genuine
public interest in effecting the kind
of militant action that can stop the
price gougers dead in their tracks.

TAPPING THE WALL STREET WIRE

HOW ARE THE FARMERS DOING?

Farmers' gross national income in the United States
in 1946 will total $23.5 billions, approximately $2 billion
more than the previous peak in 1945. Naturally, it is
divided very unevenly. Pre-war farm income was
around $10-$11 billion. ... The Agricultural Department
is preparing to spend $1.8 billion to support prices of
farm produets in the next fiscal year.... A rise of 4.3
per cent in retail food prices hetween Oectober 15 and
November 15 boosted the food price index to 187.7 per
cent of the 1935-39 average, 35 per cent higher than a
year ago. -~ 4

... For years the price of butter and milk in the
United States has been set by the price of butter
on the New York Mercantile. Exchange. And for years,
various individuals have utilized that fact to manipulate
butter prices on the exchange. Recently the government
filed criminal charges against the Dairymen's League Co-
operative Association and its officers, charging -such
manipulation. -League officials admit they bought 668,060
pounds of butter at 84 cents a pound in the week ending
December 24, because if butter had been permitted to
drop below 84 cents it would have resulted in a loss of
22 cents a 100 pounds in the price of milk produced by
members of the league in January. By spending a half
million dollars, the league artificaly held up the price of
butter and milk, which cost the consumers millions and
earned for members of the league a few million extra
dollars. ...

Incidentally, the social philosophy of the various
farm producders’ cooperatives is just aboput as reaction-
ary as that of the big bankers and industrialists. With
a few exceptions, they support the right wing of the
Republican Party. . .. Organized labor has registered
one of its biggest failures in its relations, or rather,
lack of relationships, with the farmers. Big Business
is a past master at maintaining contact with and influ-
encing the farmers, strictly to the gain of Big Business.
It is good that the AFL has issued a national charter
to the old Southern Tenant Farmers League. But what
is really needed is a broad social program by organized
labor to reorganize the whole economy, one that will
offer an alternative to the present miserable system.
That means a national labor party, a political approach
by labor to the poor and middle class farmers. '

NOTES ON BUSINESS

American. Big Business is hip-deep in the riches of
Venezuvela, one of the richest countries in the world. The
nation's petroleum reserves are estimated at 5.6 billion
barrels; it has mountains of high grade iron ore. Bethle-
hem Steel is building a "loading bridge™ on the -Orinoco
River to put mined ore into 3,000-ton barges, destined for
Baltimore. U. S. Steel's subsidiary, the Oliver Mining Co.
(which runs northern Minnesota). has a concession in
VYenezuela. United Merchants and Manufacturers, Inc., is
building a plant to make rayon. General Electric, Cater-
pillar Tractor and International Harvester are all put-
ting up buildings in Venexuela for warehousing. A group
of U. 5. bankers have formed an organization known as
La Financera to finance new businesses in that country.

The biggest oil operator in Venezuela is Creole Pe-
troleum, a subsidiary of Standard, Oil of New Jersey.
Other U. 8. oil companies building new refineries are
Mene Grande Co., a subsidiary of Gulf Oil, and Sinclair.
Socony Vacuum has a 3,000,000-acre concession. The
Texas Co., Royal Dutch Shell, Atlantic Refining Co,,
Pantepec 0Oil Co., Caribbean Petroleum Co., and the
British firm of Colon Development Co. all have conces-
sions in Venezuela. Like a battery of leeches, the for-
eign imperialists are draining the wealth of that nation.
Recently, Juan Perez Alfonzo, minister of development
of the Venezuelan government, timidly suggested that
his government should receive 50 per cent of the profits
from oil operations instead of the present 16-2/3 per
cent. New York spokesmen for the oil trust immediately
labeled the suggestion “impractical.” The rich and pow-
erful always find it “impractical” to get off the backs
of the poor,

e

ECONOMIC TRENDS

‘The rubber industry is winding up the biggest and
most profitable year in its history. Combined sales for
the 1946 fiscal year of the five Akron rubber companies
are expected to be close to $1.6 billion, compared with
the best pre-war record of $850 millions. Goodyear's
earnings this year are expected to amount to at least

, $15 a share of common stock; 1940 earnings were $3.44.

Firestone's earnings in the first half year were $6.09;
Goodrich, first half year, $8.74; General, first half year,
$5.19, compared with $2.20 for all of 1945; Seiberling,
$3 this year compared with $1.33 last year.

The newspaper and magazine publishers have a nice
racket with the Post Office in the second class mail
rates. In the fiscal year 1944-45 it cost the Post Office
$149 million to handle this second eclass mail, for which
senders paid only $29 million. The extra $120 mijllion?
That came out of the profits made by the P. 0. on first-
class rates charged the public. . . . Packard has raised

By JACK RANGER

its prices’ on cars an average of $62, while Ford has
lowm_'ed prices $25-$50 a car. . . . Since the end of OPA
furniture prices have been raised from 10 to 30 per
cent throughout the industry. Rug prices have risen
10 per cent. British exports for November totaled
$368,400,000, an all-time high. This represents about
i1'";17 per centlof Fhe I%’;B export average, even allowing

* increased prices. Machinery ant icles ace e
for 28 per cent of the total. ? e eliiclon- ot

U. S. capitalism scoured the world for copper to
make the cartridges during the war. Now the U. S. is
facing an acute shortage of copper scrap. So it is plan-
ning tq go to Germany and reclaim the copper scrap,
in the form of fired cartridge cases, from German soil.

There'll be a profit in it, so the work will be done by
private importers,

Both newspapers and radios are preparing to raise
their advertising rates another noteh. . . . Loew’s, Inc.
one of the largest Hollywood film producers, has pur:
chflsed a theater in Antwerp, Belgium, and has ac-
quired holr_}ing‘s in other theaters in Geneva and Lau-
sanne, Slw1tzerland. Loew’s now obtains about 40 per
cent of 1t§ gross income from foreign sources and ex-
pects to increase this to about 50 per cent through
theater purchases and increased distribution of films
?,2;31?;:{ The company has new production studios in

*

THE NATIONAL DEBT

The U. 8. has .for the first time in its hi
national debt that exceeds the annual national Sit::gmz
and represents a per capita burden eight times greater
than after World War I, according to a study recently
made public by the Committee on Public Debt -Policy.
When the U. S. entered World War I the national debt
- represented about three per cent of the national income
By February, 1946, it was 180 per cent as great as the:
ann!.tal national income. The burden of national debt
resting upon each man, woman and child in the U. 8
is today $1,981; after World War I it was $240: after
the Civil War, $78. The study was prepared ,by the
late Gen. Leonard P. Ayres, who was considered a
whale of an economist by Big Business. ’

A MILESTONE TO DECAY

) Few editors noted an important turning-point in the
history of American capitalism that occurred December
22, whgn the Association of Southern Commissioners
pf Agnculture_, issued a plea for strong, protective tar-
1{?3 for American agricultural products. The associa-
tion denounced the reciprocal trade treaty program of
the federal'government, and called for an end to the 18
t{rade tregt:es negotiated under Roosevelt’s administra-
tion. Fo;‘_more than a century southern agriculture
_has. traditionally been a defender of “free trade,” that
is, it hala.s fought to break down trade barriers ’among
the nations. U. S. agricultural commodities have in the
past :Egd a good share of the world, Indeed, American
capitalism grew up on the profits garnered in the food
sold abroad, food that could be sold at prices with which
the rest oi_:'l the world could not compete,

: But now the old system is growing old, is decaying.
Due to the kaleid pic chang attending the national
economy of the United States in a more modern world,"
state the southern agriculturalists in their appeal .I.'o
Fruld?llf Truman and the federal trade commission, "we
are with reluctance compelled to burn all hrldges' and
to make Prayer to the chief executive that he now re-
tain lr_l behalf of our agricultural products the vestiges
of tariff protection which still remain of the act of 1-330
--.and thdt he keep the markets of these United States
open to (us) for the sale of American produced crops of
fats, foods, feeds, and fibers, without an overburden of
competition from foreign producers of identical crops.”-

The petition was not confined to ero 3
' ? ps;of the South.
It asked for protection for wheat and . ofn, for T;:e-

stock, po i
cottm’-l.p tatoes, fruits and vege_%ables, and, of course,

The farmers would turn back the cloe £ hi
and would seek to establish “capitalism in ];iéoiogf:&f;}:
here. “Let us,” they urge, “in the cotton South sell our
farm produets in the American markets and with the
pr_oceeds thereof buy the products of our home indus-
trles.'lAmerica then will have the products and the in-
:Ill:tstrlal goods._ Buy your farm products abroad and
tis true you will have the produects, but they, the for-
eigners, will have the tractors and automobi’les while

our own agriculture goes back to subsist
et and sistence level of

The American farmers have good reason
alarmed at a future which spells nothing but :’?lisi‘i‘i:
and decay for the':m. During the recent war, a good sec-
tion of the farming population prospered here as the:
have never done before, But it is the last flare-up 031:
health ’they are destined ever to feel, in all likelihood
The skids are greased and waiting. Why this is so I
shall take up in a future article,
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By L. L. GOSLIN

January 20—The latest devel-
opment in the portal-to-portal
pay controversy is the intro-
duction of a series of bills in
both houses of Congress which
would virtually outlaw any fur-
ther attempts by labor unions
to gain for their members the
benefits of the over five billion
dollars in court suits. Behind

this flood of proposed legislation,
there is an incident of extraordinary
value for an understanding of  Amer-
ican society.

The portal to portal struggle goes
back a few years. For a long time
workers ‘at the Mount Clemens Pot-
tery Company, a not very large firm
in Michigan, have complained of the
great waste of having to prepare for
their work at the plant during time
for which they were not paid. They
had to tape their fingers, sharpen
their tools and put on work clothes.
(In -other and larger plants where
portal to portal suits were initiated,
a major complaint was that men had
to wait as much as 20 to 30 minutes
a day to punch the time clock.) All
of this, ‘absolutely essential to their
work, the workers did on their own
time. They therefore initiated suit iny
court for back pay to recover wages
due them for the time engaged in
these necessary operations.

In June, 1946, the Supreme Court
ruled that the claim of these 280
workers was legitimate and ‘they re-
ceived sizable amounts in back pay.

Before ‘going any ‘further, it
should be remembered that this was
by no means the first such incident.
In two ‘previous decisions—the Ten-
nessee Iron and the Jewel Ridge Coal
Company cases—the Supreme Court
had upheld the ‘principle that work-
ers must be compensated, under the
Fair Labor Standards Act, for sub-
stantial time necessarily spent for
the bosses’ benefit. The latter of
these two decisions, the Jewel Ridge
case, involved the action of the
United ‘Mine Workers in inserting
portal to portal pay in its 1944 con-
tract as a-means of getting around
the infamous little-steel formula by
which wages of workers were to have
been ‘kept down during the war.

We therefore reach the first but

Jhighly significant. conclusion: all the

hysteria in the press, all the talk
about closing down factories, ete., is
just deliberately whipped-up non-
sense, froth without substance. Por-
tal to portal has existed in « num-
ber of industries, especially those
where the type of work or the size of
the place of work was such as to re-
quire workers to spend a good deal
of extra time in the plant. The at-
tempt to make it seem as if some
new and terrible development has
taken place is scare-talk; all that is
new is that a precedent has been set
and a_ great number of unions are
preparing to claim for their workers
what rightfully belongs to them.
Now we come to the most interest-
ing part of this situation. That the
bosses would scream; that their kept
press would view wlth larm—tlhiis

" “was normal and to be expected. And
it was just as expected that Congress

would jump to aid big business. But
what was a little startling—only a
Tittle of course, for their past records
were not much more savory—was
‘the reaction of eertain AFL leaders.
‘Painfully eager to be considered as
“pegponsible citizens” rather than to
fulfill their elementary duty of get-
ing as many benéfits ‘as ‘possible ‘for
‘their ‘membership, they discouraged
portal to portal suits. William 'Green
eirculated a ‘letter to AFL unions
urging them not to enter portal to
portal suits and John Frey, the
-erusted reactionary leader of the
AFL ‘Metal Trades Department, is-
sued an outright condemnation of
‘the suits. Frey urged his members
ot to antagonize their employers on
‘the grounds ‘that the trade union
movément has “no-assets more valu-
able than its agreements with its
employers ...—a statement which
is a classic example of the outlook of
a trade union bureaucrat devoted

“with his whole heart to the preserva-

tion of the-employers’ economic' sys-
tem.

Fortunately, the mass of trade un-
jons” did not follow the wretched “ad-
vice of ‘Green ‘and Frey, but went
ahead with their suits. And here is
where Congress stepped into the ‘pic-
‘ture. ’

To Block Por

| Cohgi'ess and Big Business Unite
I to Portal Pay

You know that we revolutionary
socialists have for a long time been
putting forward the idea that in a
capitalist society, where the means
of production ‘are privately ,owned
and operated for the profit of a few
and against the interests of many,
the government (what we call the
state) serves basically as the agent
of the ruling class. This, we say, is
true regardless of which capitalist
party is in power, be it “liberal” or
“conservative.” In summary, that is
the Marxist theory of the state.

What happened in Congress after
the flood of portal to portal suits
served as such a telling affirmation
of that idea as to be almost startling
in its simplicity. For Congress,
which often pretends to funection in
the interests of the general popula-
tion, rushed to the aid of the cor-
porations. Senator Capehart of In-
diana, himself an industirialist, in-
troduced a bill which to all practical
purposes outlawed portal to portal
pay for now and all time. Represen-
tative Knutson of Minnesota thought
it would be very clever to tax away
whatever workers won in portal
court actiors. And that famous rep-
resentative of the people, Represen-
tative Hoffman éf Michigan, said he
would introduce a measure to elimi-
nate pay for “non-productive work.”

(This last bill, incidentally, is
something that capitalism’s repre-
sentatives should think twice about
before suggesting. For if workers
are not to be paid for such “non-
productive” time as is involved in
sharpening tools—which is an essen-
tial preparation for productive work
—then why not tax away or not pay
at all the shareholders and coupon

‘holders who get rich on corporations

profits and certainly don’t do any
productive work?)

So here it was, for all to see: the
“representatives of the people” rush-
ing to the aid of their masters:
America’s capitalist class. And with

what phony arguments! They would
have it that portal pay would drive
out of business the poor employers
who’d have to pay it. (Shed a tear,
brother, shed a tear!) But thHey ne-
glected to mention that most of the
suits were against giant corpora-
tions like Bethlehem ship and U. S.
Steel which would manage to strug-
gle along even if they had to return
a small portion of the profits they
extracted from their workers dur-
ing the wartime bonanza. (And if
things got really tough for U. S.
Steel 'and Bethlehem and General
Motors and Ford, we ourselves
would be ready to pass the hat
around among folks like the Morgan,
du Pont and Rockefeller combines to
keep things going.)

The intervention of the congress-
men has still another importance for
labor. It would prevent organized
workers from using the power of col-
lective bargaining to win a greater -
measure of economic security. It
would nullify the gains of the mine
workers and other unions, at the
same time that it made wunlawful
the right of workers to such for
‘“protal to portal” pay. Thus, in cir-
cumstances where legal precedent,
set by the Supreme Court, already
exists, congressmen are preparing to
void it by an arbitrary piece of class
legislation.

L ]

Well, that’s the way things stand
now in portal to portal. The suits in
many instances are being pressed—
and should be pressed. A little wind-
fall to the workers who have been
suffering from the high prices-low
wages squeeze would come in mighty
handy right now. But of at least as
much interest is the unusually clear
picture which the incident provides
of the basic nature of American so-
ciety, of the role of the American
government as protective agent for
big business. It is something worth
remembering for the days ahead.

—

An Invitation (With Suggested Slogans)

Mr. Liston Oak

Managing Editor, New Leader
7 East 15th Street

New York City

Dear Mr. Oak:

I am ther

national independence.”

-ary and imperialist like LeClere to

Gaulle.”

Are You for Democracy ;
In Indo-China, Liston Oak?

" You have by Tnow rccewed I am sure, a copy of the January 13
issue of LABOR ACTION in which I commented on your use of a
picture of your comrade, Leon Blum, leader of the French Social
“Democracy, under which there was printed, in your column Trends,
a caption stating that Blum “reaffirms Indo-Chinese independence.”
You will recall, too, that I suggested that the use of this caption, in
light of the recent behavior of the Blum cabinet, was to commit a
‘falsehood. And, further, that the official silence of the The New Leader,
as well as the caption under Blum’s picture in your column and
William Henry Chamberlain’s shame-faced defense of French im-
perialism, cast a certain doubt on the “democratic values” on which
you ‘pride yourself and which you so sharply contrasted to “Bolshevik
amorality” in your debate with Max Shachtman. \

Perhaps | have been wrong. I therefore want to tell you about a
project which we of the Workers Party and LABOR ACTION are plan-
ning. On Saturday, January 25, between 12 and 1 P.M., we are going
‘to run a picket line around the French consulate protesting French op-
pression of the Indo-Chinese national independence movement. We are
going to urge the French to withdraw their troops from Indo-China and
grant that country immediate and unconditional independence. Surely
‘you, as a defender of democratic values, must agree with that!
ore proposing that you, as a defender of democratic
values, join with us on the picket line protesting the sending of General
LeClerc by the Blum cabinet to Indo-China, as well as the statements
of Minister Moutet in which he insisted on a “military decision” as a
‘preliminary to negotiations with Vlet Nam. '

Since you might feel a little uncomfortable marching on a pi:l(ei-
line under the banner of "ameral Bolsheviks™ who believe that Socialists:
should not send royalist -generals to shoot colonial peoples, 1 am pre-
pared to persuade the Workers Party to let you march in the picket line
under your own banner and with your own siogans. You will not think
it impertinent if | suggest a few sloq'nns for your contingent:

“Dear Comrade Blum. Stop shooting Indo-Chinese fighters for
“Dear Comrade Blum: It is unsocialist to send a known reaction-

“Dear Comrade Moutet: As a member of the French Social-Democ-
‘racy, you shouldn’t talk and act like Winston Churchill or ‘Charles de

Will we see you around next Saturday? .

. January 17, 1948

-

suppress the Indo-Chinese.”

Yours,
IrVING HOWE.

Fortune Pb" Shows Labor Party Sentiment

Evidence that a large section of t’he
trade ‘union movement favors labor’s
participation in pohtu:s ‘is revealed

in the results of a poll ‘made by For-
tune magazine. This poll appeared in

Fortune's November issue, which is

"devoted almost entirely to a’study of
labor and its role®in the United
States. . )

The poll-takers for Fortune were
sent to various sections of the coun-
try to question AFL and CIO work-
‘ers with the following results: 29.9 per
cent of the total humber of workers
queried replied that trade unions
should participate in’ politics and sup-
port candidates .run by the Republi-
can and Democratic Parties; 22.6 "per
cent said that ‘trade "unions should
‘form their own Labor Party.

Thus, 52 per cent of the workers

polled were for trade union partici-
~pation in politics. This figure is a
Aharp indication  that the workers
are awikening to the need for the
labor movement to intervene in the
political life of the country. It is also
significant that the workers who
were for support of the two capital-
‘ist parties represented ONLY a seven
per cent majority over those who
stood for a break with capitalist pol-
itics and for the establishment of a
‘Labor Party.

Results of the poll among CIO
workers only show that 31.6 per cent
-want the unions to participate in pol-
ities and support the Democratic and
Republican Parties, and 28.4 per cent
want to form a Labor Party. In other
words, a greater percentage of CIO
workers were for labor's participa-
tion in politics than AFL workers.

In addition, the workers in the
CIO who want the unions to partici-
pate in politics and to support capi-
talist candidates have ONLY a three
per cent majority over the CIO
workers who 'want a Labor Party.
This is an encouragmg sign of the
times.

The percentage of workers who
don’t want labor unions to partici-
pate in politics or who “don't know”
has been cut down in recent years
but it is still too high for the good
of the working class. An analysis of
the Fortune study in a coming issue
of LABOR ACTION will show that
many of these workers mean they
are discouraged and disgusted with
the politics the union'leaders have
‘béen engaged in during the past few
years, and -are not against labor’s
participation in politics
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Jim Crow Georgia Offers

By EMANUEL GARRETT

ITH the approval of a

slim majority in the state
legislature, Herman Talmadge,
darling of Georgia’s degenerate
hoodlum gangs, has installed
himself ag governor in the state
to succeed his father, Eugene
Talmadge, who died before he
could take the oath of office.
Ex-Governor Arnall for several
days insisted he would hold on
to his position until the courts
decide in favor of M. E. Thompson,
elected with the late Eugene Tal-
madge as Lieutenant Governor. He
has, however, stepped down, and M.
E. Thompson has taken the oath of
office as Acting-Governor.

Both sides are issuing warrants,
making appointments. Thompson has
instructed the Attorney General to
bar Herman from making use of
state funds. At this writing it is not
known whether the Attorney Gen-
eral, a Thompson man, will do. so,
or whether it will matter if he does.
Herman has behind him an armed
band of followers who are making
merry in the corridors of the Capitol,
and are prepared to do all that is
necessary to maintain Herman’s,
power.

“Various agencies of the federal
goverhment are reflecting on their
right to intervene. In the more than
a week that has passed, however, no
branch of the federal government
has made a move. What is the mean-
ing of all this? Whom do these peo-
ple represent? How did it happen?
‘What should be done about it? L

ROTTEN BOROUGH AND
JIM CROW YOTING

1,000,000 votes were cast in
Georgia’s state primary last July.
The million votes do not represent
all those who wanted to vote; only
those who were permitied to vote.
These did not include Negroes! A
man called Carmichael polled the
largest popular vote, but, under the
state unit system, Klan candidate
Eugene Talmadge won the nomina-
tion.

In Georgia, as in so\ many other
sfates, the Democratic primary is the
real election. The other election, the
“real" election, is ‘a technicality suf-
fered as a Constitutional nuisance.
That's been the system for years, ac-
cepted alike by Talmadge and such of
his.enemies as liberal (Southern style)
ex-Governor Arnall. The primary sys-
tem is furthermore rigged as an ad-
ditional safe-guard against any acci-
dental democratic expression of opin-
ion by those permitted to vote under
Jim Crow rules. By virtue of .a rotten
borough primary system, Carmichael,
Arnall's candidate, lost ‘the nomina-
tion (election) despite -his popular
‘plurality.

Thus, we find it strange that
Georgia has today only two gover-
nors. According to the logic of Geor-
gia’s Jim Crow, Klan-ridden elector-
al system, Carmichael could plaus-
ibly sét up headquarters in an alley-
way of the State Capitol. However,

Lesson

‘gave for his resignation.

in

we have seen nothing in the press
reports about Carmichael claiming
the governorship, and so we assume
that he is backing M. E. Thompson.

Thompson, having been chosen
Lieutenant Governor in the elections,
claims succession to the governor-
ship according to the generally prac-
ticed and accepted legality of the
United States.

. Acting Governor Thompson Iis
somewhat at a disadvantage. The
State Capitol itself has been usurped
by Herman Talmadge, Eugene’s son,
who has taken possession of the gov-
ernorship by virtue of having
claimed it with armed force, accord-
ing to the right of divine inheritance
and the wishes of the Ku Klux Klan,
and by virtue of having polled 697
write-in votes in the elections. (We
are tempted to ask if these were not
cast in anticipation of Eugene's
death, because we have seen no other
reasonable explanation for the 697
write- ms for this chip off the old
man’s “storm-trooper block) And it
is a fact that the write-in votes did
make him runner-up to the late Tal-
madge. That says nothing at all
about Herman's right to succeed his

father, It does, however, speak vol-
umes 'for the electoral system in
Georgia, and the South.

AN INSTRUCTIVE
LESSON IN POLITICS

We have, then, a situation in
Georgia which can be viewed as
strange only by overlooking the.en-
tire social and electoral structure in
the South. Two factions of the Dem-
ocratic Party are struggling for
power: one, the Talmadge faction,
openly flaunting its arms and seizing
the governorship by an aect of vio-
lence; the other, the Thompson-
Arnall faction, threatening the use
of the militia, but concentrating on
court action.

While in the first few days it
seemed to some as though there
might actually be an armed strug-
gle, it is most unlikely. When Arnall
left the Capitol unguarded, before
he made way for Thompson, we are
quite sure that he expected Herman
to do exactly what he did do—take
possession. No other explanation
makes sense. An armed contest
would unleash forces neither side
could control. There are, for exam-
ple, over "a million Negroes who

“Democracy’’

might choose such a moment to vent
their hatred against the entire sys-
tem which has degraded and op-
pressed them. That is why we sus-
pect the Northern capitalist press,
which at first reacted with angljished
horror, is now tempering its indigna-
tion, sort of growing accustomed to

the idea, quite willing to let the case °

drag through the courts for an in-
definite period of time.

However, the very situation which
threatens violence, and which hads ‘al-
ready seen the occupation of the
Capitol by an armed force, is a mat-
ter for serious thought. We have here
a microscopic struggle for power, not
between classes but between factions
of one class. The capitalist prosecu-
tors comb the books and periedicais
of the working class movement to find
quotations which justify the defense
of a workers' government, the expres-
sion of popular will, against the -at-
tack of capitalist reaction. Suppose,
just suppose, a workers party, with'
a mandate from the people to oper-
ate the government of Georgia which
Talmadge does NOT have, had found
it necessary to occupy the state Capi-

(Continued on page 5)'

NMU Struggle Goes to Ranks;
Curran Meets Stalinist Attack

By ALBERT GATES

The battle lines in the National
Maritime Union are sharply drawn
and the internal struggle between
its president, Joseph Curran, and
the Stalinist faction in the leader-
ship, which began more than a year
ago, has reached a new stage. Cur-
ran’s resignation from the Stalinist-
dominated Committee for Maritime
Unity touched off the latest explo-
sion in the union. Our readers are
familiar with the reasons Curran
He ex-
plained his step as deliberate, pro-
voked by the control of the CMU by
four craft unions under the leader-
ship of Harry Bridges, which made
a captive of the NMU, adopted poli-
cies against his union’s best inter-
ests, and then arranged for the
NMU .to bare the main costs of the
committee’s activities.

Whatever the reasons Curran
gives for his resignation, the fact is
that the action reflects Curran’s de-
sire to cut himself off completely
from Stalinist influence and comtrol.
When the news of Curran’s resigna-
tion was made known, the Stalinist
gang in the NMU, headed by Joseph
Stack, Howard McKenzie and Fer-
dinant Smith, rolled into action.
Their factional groups were set in
motion in all the important ports.

The initial action of the Stalinists
was to try to mobilize the ranks of
the union against Curran on the
ground that he violated ‘a union de-
cision when he resigned as one of the
officers, co-chairman, of the CMU.
Curran pointed out that he merely
exercized his right; that the NMU
was still affiliated to the CMU.

At Last, the Truth About Meat Packers' Profits:

ou Paid So They Could Get Rich

Has anyone forgotten the great meat
crisis of several months ago? The cattle-
men went on strike. The meat packers
went on strike. The reasons? OPA prices
were making it unprofitable for them to
operate their businesses. Therefore, rather
than sell their products to a meat-starved
nation, they withheld them from the mar-
ket or else produced only for the black
market, which enabled them to make far
greater profits than they would have made
through regular marketing channels.

With the help of the press, senators and
representatives, and the Secretary of Ag-
riculture, Anderson, the packers and the
cattlemen put their propaganda over on
millions of people. Their fight against the
OPA was part of a national conspiracy on
the part of big business to end all price

and prices.

‘controls. They were not satisfied that the
weak and many times ineffectual OPA was

‘granting price increases all along the line.
But the increases granted them by the
Administration were still not large enough
to satisfy these vultures, who were fatten-
ing themselves at the expense of the peo-

ple.

The. efforts of the labor movement to
expose the lies of big business, confined as

Armour & Co.

In addition, all packers salted away mil-
lions in “reserves” which are not counted
in the profits. Armour deducted $9,500,000

it was to making pleas to the Administra-
tion without organizing powerful mass ac-
tion of the working class, was ineffective
even though it told the truth about profits

Business lied -about the true state of
affairs. The press, a part of big business
and its most effective ally, lied repeatedly
about profits and prices. Government offi-
cials, senators and representatives, stood
out as abject spokesmen of the business
interests which put them into office.

The truth is that the cattlemen and the
packers made enormous profits all through
the war and in the post-war period. With
the end of the OPA their profits mounted
higher than ever.
Worker, in its-issue of January 10, reports
increased profits despite lower sales:

Cudahy Packing Co.
Swift & Co. .............
Wilsen & Co. ............

Therefore, no decision of the union
was violated. In the port membership
meetings, Curran won the first fight.
Although the Communist Party fac-

‘tion 'won a majority of the ports,

they lost the most important meet-
ings attended by the overwhelming
majority of the members, In New
York Curran won a three to one vie-
tory in a meeting of several thou-
sand members.

THE STALINIST CAMPAIGN

Smarting under the defeat admin-
istered to them by the rank and file
members, the Stalinists then turned
to the National Council which they
control. This special meeting was de-
voted wholly to the Curran situation
and the CMU. Over Curran’s pro-
test, they refused to accept his res-
ignation from the CMU, although
they knew that their action could in
no way compel Curran to continue
to function on it. The council rein-
.dorsed the CMU and then continued
“to discuss the internal situation of
the union.

The Stalinist tactics are familiar.
First comes innuendo, then the lies
and slanders: “Curran is making
some deal with Lundeberg and other
ATFL maritime leaders; Curran is
splitting the unity of maritime work-
ers and strengthening the bosses.”

In addition, it is whispered that
Curran is really not a good union
leader; that he has become a red-
baiter and wants to drive Communist
Party members from the union. And
finally, the Stalinists have brought
inte question Curran’s role, record
and integrity as a union leader. It
was this last that compelled Curran

to make some closing remarks which
presage a more intense struggle in-
side the union.

CURRAN FIGHTS BACK

Declaring that he had hoped to
patch up the present fight, Curran
stated that this is no longer possible
since the CP gang has gone beyond
permissible limits in the inner union
fight. Harking back to the last union
elections, when he first raised the

question of excessive expenditures .

by officers, Curran said:

"l suid sometime ago that | was
not satisfied with the last ‘elections.

1 -have been gathering the facts and

material since then, and when | am in
full possession of the facts, they will

be released to the union, -and every- '

body concerned in them will be in
those facts for what they are worth,"

He then went on to criticize ‘the
Council’s decision on his demarnd for
an “immediate referendum” of the
membership on whether the NMU

"should coptinue its affiliation to the

CMU, The Stalinists pulled a typical
trick on this question. They accepted
in “principle” the idea of a referen-
dum of the membership but post-
poned it until after the March meet-
ing of the Committee for Maritime
Unity. To.this meeting, the majority
decided to send a rank and file dele-
gation of fifty. But this time Curran
saw through the scheme and protest-
ed the idea of sending a rank and file
group to attend a conference domi-
nated by the officers of other unions.
The Stalinists hope by this action
to win the union for their policy by
means of window-dressing and -ex-

(Comtinued on page 6)
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loan.”

“for a special reserve uwgainst possible
price declines. Cudahy deducted, $2,500,-
000 aside to PREPAY a seven-year bank

Packinghouse Worker also reveals that

increases

The Packinghouse

Cudahy’s “working capital jumped from
$5,846,000 to $38,498,000.”

Now Congress is getting ready to give
poor big business another boost by cutting
taxes that will benefit
‘blocking efforts of labor to obtain wage

it primarily,

without price increases, and

guaranteeing that nothing shall interfere
with the divine right of profit! And not
a few®friends of labor” will find it neces-
sary to support these mean measures
against labor because they will find it mec-
essary to make some compromise with

“reaction” in .order to prevent “worse”

measures from being passed.
‘Net Profits Isn’t it more than high time for labor
......... $30,291,128 to get off the capitalist political band-
6,720,585 wagon? Isn’t it more than high ‘time for
16,394,739 labor to organize its own political party; a
(No report filed) Labor Party, to fight for a labor political

and economic program against capital? If
the case of packers’ profits hasn’t been con-
vincing enough, wait until the reports on
profits roll in for all other industries,
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New Peace Treaties Mangle Europe

Sixteen months of intense diplomatic
activity by the big powers produced at
last “peace” treaties for five former Axis
satellite nations. As yet the Big Four have
been unable to reach an understanding or
agreement on Germany and Austria. The
reasons why peace is so difficult to achieve
is easy to ascertain. The Big Four are now
fighting for position in preparation for
another world war. Neither the diplomats
of the big or little nations, nor the people
of the world, believe that a basis for a
lasting peace has been finally realized. All
that they can see about them brings back
the memory of the feverish diplomatic
struggles of the pre-war days.

" At the end of sixteen months, the “best
minds” of the United States, Russia, Great
Britain and France have reached agree-

- ment on what is to be charged against

Italy, Finland, Bulgaria, Rumania and
Hungary because they lost the war. All,
except Russia’s new ally and puppet, Bul-
including Bul-
gakia, must pay reparations! And this is
the most monstrous decision in the trea-
ties.

THE CRIME OF REPARATIONS

Italy is shorn of her ill-gotten colonies,
after having ceded territory to France,
Greece and Turkey. Finland has long ago
ceded territory to Russia. Stalin and his
Western allies have juggled Rumanian and

Hufigarian territory as if they were-play-"

ing with a jig-saw puzzle, Tens of thou-
sands of people have been moved en masse
from frontier to frontier, exactly in the
same way that Hitler succeeded in alter-
ing part of the face of Europe. The meth-
ods of the Allies, particularly Russia, have
differed little from their German teacher:

And now these war-torn and ravaged
nations, whose economies are unable to
support their poverty - stricken peoples
even on miserable, starvation standards,
must strain their musty and dying social
orders to pay reparations! And to whom?
Not to the Western Allies. No, they are too
clever to ask for them. These nations must
pay to Russia, that miserable prison of
millions' of people, the new slave nation
represented to the world as the home of a
“new democracy,” as the “land of social-
ism.” They must pay to that unconscion-
able scoundrel, Marshal Tito, late of the
GPU, and Stalin’s disciple in the Balkans.
They must pay to agonized Greece, torn
in two by the continuing guerrilla warfare
between Stalin’s bands and the reaction-
ary royalist government held up by Great
Britain’s bayonets.

Who will pay these reparations amount-
ing to more than a billion dollars? The
ruling classes of these ex-satellite nations?
In part, yes. That is the price to be paid

“for being on the losing side. But those who

‘will bear the heaviest burden will be the
workers and peasants of these countries—
the same masses who lived under the whip-
lash of fascism during the war must now
pay for the crimes of rulers who were put
in power through the direct and indirect
support given them by the wartime allies.
Will they pay the reparations? If we know
our Stalin and Tito, they will pay it with
their life-blood.

WHAT OF ALLIED DUPLICITY?

‘One must not be deceived by the fact
that the U. S., Great Britain and France
did not ask for money payments. They are
the partners-in-crime of Stalin and. Tito.
And they will assist in the collection of
the fines. But in the future conflicts with
Russia they hope to play a trump card with
the peoples of these countries by pointing
to the fact that they demanded no repara-
tions and, if anything, scaled down Rus-
sian demands,

. However they lie themselves out of this
situation, it is well to recall, in contrast,
‘the polit:ies of the true socialist interna-
tionalists of all countries after the First
World War, led by Lenin, Trotsky, Lieb-

] UNITED STATES

knecht and Luxemburg Denouncing war
as the continuation of politics by other
means, they pointed out how the war of
1914-18, and all imperialist wars, are the
products of capitalist economic and politi-
cal policies, of the ruling classes. They
denied the responsibility of the masses for
war. For that reason they protested and
opposed reparations and peace with an-
nexations. These are imperialist methods,
they said—the efforts of the ruling classes
of the victor nations to make the innocent
masses, who are the real victims of war,
pay for its astronomical costs with their
blood, sweat and tears. In 1919, even
Woodrow Wilson was aghast at the ut-
terly eynical and murderous peace worked
out by his colleagues, David Lloyd George,
Georges Clemenceau and Viftoria Orlando.

THERE IS ONLY ONE WAY OUT

In 1947, the victors have repeated the
crime of 1919, Only this time, not Clemen-
ceau is the main criminal; this time it is
«Joseph Stalin. But he is not alone and not
unaided. For those who think otherwise,
we say, wait until the disposition of Italy’s
colonies are on the agenda of the peace
makers, and you will see,

In the first treaty decisions you see a
partial fuifillment of the prophésies of the
socialist internatiohalists\' who said this
was an imperialist war on all sides. The
complete fulfillment will come when the
German and Austrlan treaties are decided.
In the meantlme, you must ‘content’ your-
self with the ruthless reshaping of the
map of the world, the forced transfers of
people, slave labor, reparations, imperial-
ist intrigue and expansion, the destruction
of the real liberties of the masses and the
deterioration of the people by unbearable
living conditions.

These, then, are the fruits of the most
destructive war in all history. Those who
thought the road to human progress, lib-
efrty, security and peace lay in support of
the war should now give some thought to
the subject. For the lesson of the war
stands out boldly:

Only socialism can save humanity and
civilization! Only socialism can end the
ruthless struggle of the great powers for
territory, resources and profit! Only so-
cialism can bring peace, freedom and se-
curity to mankind! To reach this grand
society of human progress means to bring
an end to imperialism, the Stalinist vari-
ety, as well as the “democratic.”
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WORKERS PARTY PUBLICATIONS
ANNOUNCES:

The Forthcoming Publication of Two
Valuable Pamphlets

(1) MARXISM IN THE

by Leon Trotsky, with Introduction
by Albert Gates .

(The ‘analytical essay on Marxism and its
validity in America, published COMPLETE
for the first time)

Price: 35 CENTS PER COPY—48 pages

(2) THE QUESTION OF
UNITY BETWEEN THE
WP AND THE SWP ~
by Albert Goldman, with Introduction
by Max Shachtman

(A handy reprint of the LABOR ACTION
Goldman series, together with FULL AND
COMPLETE documenis dealing with the
unity problem between America’s two
Trotskylst orga.niza.tions}

Price: 50 CENTS PER COPY—BG pages

WORKERS PARTY PUBLICATIONS

4 Gourt Square, Long Island City 1, N. Y.

Italian Socialist Party Sphf
Creates New Political Crisis

By SAUL BERG

Faced with irreconcilable differ-
ences, the Socialist Party of Italy,
the largest Socialist Party in Eu-
rope, has split. This split has great
significance for the future of Eu-
rope. It was the result of forces that
are at work throughout the Euro-
pean working class movement caus-
ing great internal crisis in the tra-
ditional reformist parties.

The split was not a simple split
between “left” and “right.” In his
first dispatch on the impending split,
the New York Times correspondent
mentioned the existence of what he
called a Trotskyist group, amounting
to about half of the opposition
strength in the Italian Socialist
Party, which attacked the party ad-
ministration from the left as being
agents of Russian imperialism. Such
a group would have the support of
some 125,000 party members. Unfor-
tunately the small Trotskyist organ-
ization in Italy cannot be confused
with this opposition grouping which
is Trotskyist only by the definition
of the Stalinists and illiterate politi-
cal correspondents. Even so, the
emergence of even a confused left-
centrist group of such size is a great
step forward, and the story of its
development is worth telling.

Within a few months after the
downfall of Badoglio, the Italian
Socialists held their first legal party
congress in twenty years. They had
had active underground cadres,
many of them in the factories, and
the party mushroomed very quickly.
At that first congress the party
claimed some 750,000 members, the
same number that was reported this
year. Already "the organization was
divided between pure and simple re-
formists on the one hand, led by Giu-
seppe Saragat and Ignazio Silone,

-and a group which claimed to be rev-,

olutionary because it stood for even-
tual fusion with the Communist
Party, led by Pietro Nenni. In this
congress, Nenni's faction received
the support of 75 per cent of the
delegates—whereupon Nenni put the
mandate for eventual fusion. with
the Stalinists ‘in his pocket.. He told

the congress in his closing speech
that it might take twenty years to .

clear up the differences with the
Stalinists so that the fusion could
actually take place.

We have to understand what kind
of composition this Socialist Party
of two years ago had. It was over-
whelmingly proletarian and the bulk
of its-strength was in the great in-
dustrial cities of the north of -Italy
—DMilan, Turin, Bologna, Genoa.
The rank and file wanted action} and
so strong was its pressure th% the
party leadership was unable to. get
support for any compromise on the

monarchical issue. Thus, for a while
in 1945 we were treated with the
spectacle of a coalition cabinet of the
Christian Democrats and the Stalin-
ists, with the Socialist Party as the
radical opposition!

The party membership was sensi-
tive to the shady stand taken by the
Stalinists on the question of the mon-
archy, on Trieste, and their complete
subservience to Russian foreign pok
icy. It began to swing steadily away
from the Nenni “fusionist” stand.
Meanwhile the party’s relative inde-
pendence, together with the terrible
conditions in the country, brought
an influx of workers into the organi-
zation. The result was that at the
second party congress, a member-
ship of 1,600,000 was reported!

The factional lineup of this gigantic
membership was very much different
from that of the previous year. There

were three groups: the right wing of

Saragat, with 800,000 votes, the
"left"" of Nenni with 400,000 and the
center of Silone-Pertini, with 300,000.
The center group vacillated on the
question of relations with the Stalin-
ists, not because they were Stalinist
stooges, like many of the secondary
leaders in Nenni's faction, but because
they combined their suspicions of the
Stalinists with a desire for militant
action, and could not see any path to
such action independently. Thus they
continually toyed with the idea of
“unity” but at the same time tended
to criticize Stalinist opportunist and
conservative policies.

More important than the emerg-
ence of the center group, however,
was the emergence of something like
a real left wing inside it. This group
centered around the editors and con-

tributors to a magazine called “Inizi- .

ativa Socialista,” and was supported
by almost the entire membership of
the Socialist Youth Federation led
by Matteo Matteotti, son of the mur-
dered Socialist leader of the twenties,
Giacomo Matteotti. Its position was
extremely vague and the fact that it
did not take a stand at the congress
as a distinct tendency made it even
worse. Nevertheless this group em-
bodied the desire of the revolution-
ary youth to break out of their blind
alley, and to refuse to, choose merely
between the agents of the United

States and Britain (the right wing), -

and the agents of Russia (the “left”
wing of Nenni).

As can be seen from the lineup of
votes, the party now belonged to the
right wing, but the right wing

couldn’t figure out what to do with ~
it. ‘Absolutely opposed to leading the
Italian masses into action against
the weak provisional régime, the re-
formist leadership proved incapable
of distinguishing itself in ‘any way
from the opportunist policies of the

Stalinists. The party participated in
the coalition cabinet$ its ministers
helped to end unemployed demon-
strations and general strikes in vari-
ous localities and were not above the
use of the Carabinieri to back up
their demands for “social peace.”

The workers, who had joined the
Socialist Party wanting action, be-
gan to drop out, or else, not seeing
any possibility, elsewhere, began to
turn once more *to the idea of joint
action with the Stalinists. The at-
traction of the Stalinists lay, of
course, not only in the skillful social
demagogy that they employed, but
also in the fact that the workers, not
presented by any significant section
of their leadership with a revolu-
tionary alternative, fell prey to the
idea that they needed to ally them-
selves with a strong force, Russia,
without inquiring too closely what
this force represents.

This past year, culminating in the
split convention, revealed a parallel
development in the Socialist Party—
the regaining of the majority by
Nenni's fusionists, and at the same
time, the decline of the party's mem-
bership. A year ago the party was at
its peak. It received over 4,000,000
votes more than the Stalinists and de-
feated the Stalinists by a wide mar-
.gin in the most important city of all,
Milan. Six months later, in the munici-
pal elections, the decline was already
apparent, and in city after city the
Stalinists replaced the Socialists as
the largest single party. And now, the
convention just held reported once
again only 750,000 members, half the
figure for 'a year ago!

- At this congress, if there were
any doubt of the timid character of
the left opposition led by Matteotti,
it was dispelled by the way this fae-
tion literally disappeared from the
dispatches after the opening day’s
session. The complete reports of the
congress will reveal more exactly
what stand the “Iniziativa Social-
ista” took, but one thing is certain,
this group refused absolutely to
strike out on the path of an inde-
pendent revolutionary socialist party
and instead subordinated itself to
the right wing. Now, they will try to
build a party together with Saragat,
whose every speech revolves about
the fecessity for peaceful, orderly
development

Nevertheless, the last word has
not been heard from the rank and
file supporters of the Matteotti
group, especially the youth. They

want an_independent, revolutlonary-
policy of struggle, a»nd the idea of

sleeping with the right wingers will
not satisfy them. In them lies the
greatést possibility of the develop-
ment of a revolutionary vanguard
in Italy.

Paris, Saigon, New York

A considerable fuss has been raised abouf the short-
lived Blum cabinet in France. It has been hailed in the
American press as a brilliant administration which has
gone far to revive the French.Social Democracy and the
position of France as a power: There is no doubt that,
within certain limits, the: Blum cabinet has acted with
energy and dispatch. It enforced a reduction of five
per cent in France’s price structure and it initiated
negotiations with England for a mutual assistance pact.
If an election were held in France today it is quite

_likely that the Swcial Democracy would get a larger

vote than it did in the recent election where it fell to the
position of a second rate party.

At this point we should return to the words “within
certain limits” which appeared in the sentence above

_describing the energy of the Blum cabinet. For the

Social Democracy of France has been neither desirous
nor able to lift itself from its basic historical role as
agent of its native capitalism. The reduction in prices,
though of some aid to the French workers, is cohceived
of mainly as a device to forestall their persistent wage
demands. And the proposed pact with Britain is merely
a maneuver entirely within the limits of capitalist
diplomacy. The Social Democrats did not try to effect
any basic changes in the French social structure; that
is not their role.

But most revealing was their attitude toward the
Indo-Chinese revolt. Blum’s behavior was in no essential
respect different from that which would have character-
ized de Gaulle or Bidault. Blum sent a top military man
and one of its most reactionary politicians, General

Leclere, to suppress the Indo-Chinese; he reaffirmed .

the appointment of Admiral d’Argenlieu, Indo-Chinese
governor, whose callous imperialist behavior had so
incensed the people of the colony; and he further sup-
ported his Minister, Moutet, who after a trip to Indo-
China issued statements refusing even to negotiate
with the nationalist rebels.

That is the record of Social Democracy. Whatever
quirks of energy or verbal boldness it may indulge in,
its historical role remains the same as before: it is in-
dissolubly wedded to the maintenance of capitalism.

THE FRENCH STALINISTS AND INDO-CHINA

The Daily Worker in this country has maintained
a strange silence on the Indo-Chinese events and -espe-
cially on the statements of the French Stalinists in sup-
port of French imperialism (reported in LABOR AC-
TION a few weeks back). It has, however, printed re-
ports, which appeared simultaneously in the capitalist
press, that the French Stalinists have come out in favor
of negotiations with Viet Nam, the Indo-Chinese na-
tionalist movement,

———

We should clearly understand the significance of this

" stand by the French Stalinists. They have not adopted a

revolutionary position on this matter, or anything even
resembling a revolutionary position. As a party of "re-

-sponsibility” (that is, of complicity in the French parlia-
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mentary swindles) the French CP has NOT raised the
slogan of independence  for Indo-China. It has merely
urged that negotiations be resumed with Viet Nam, a de-
mand which the more intelligent variety of imperialists
can and do support.

The shmpcat contrast can be made between the
Stalinists in France and the Parti Communiste Inter-
nationaliste, French section of the Fourth Interna-
tional. The PCI has a very simple position on Indo-
China. It demands that French imperialism get out,
lock, stock and barrel; it demands that every French
soldmr be withdrawn. It does not, as does the French
CP, offer advice to French imperialism on how to re-
sume relations with and therefore domination of Indo-
China. It says: Get out, get out; let the Indo-Chinese
people determine their own faith. That is a revolution-
ary socialist position; it is the ONLY democratic posi-
tion on this matter. Everything else, anything else, the
slightest equivocation,. the slightest hesitation—means

support of imperialism. And here too is a testing ground
for political positions. .

THE AMERICAN LIBERALS AND INDO-CHINA

One cannot read the so-called liberal and even radi-
cal press on-the events in Indo-China without feeling
a strong sense of nausea. Look through the New Re-
public,/ The Nation, PM, the New York Post, the Wis-
consin Progressive, and that most wretched of sheets,
The New Leader—and you will not find a word in behalf
of Indo-Chinese independence. There were times when
the American libérals, whatever their ultimate short-
comings, were at least able to rally behind compara-

* tively simple issues like colonial independence where the

democratic (if not Marxist) position is so indicated as

to make impossible any double-talk. But even that day
is past.

The Nation and The New Republic (chry Wallace,
Editor) hem and haw, and question if the French are
conducting themselves quite properly. The New Leader,
a sheet for the decayed minds of ex-radicals, prints
tripe by Henry William Chamberlam, as witness: “If
Moutet is now convinced, as is reported in dispatches
from Indo-China, that a wmilitary decision must be
sought, I am inclined to believe that the responsibility
for the recent flare-up of ﬁgktmg i8 on the Viet Nam
side. The Overseus Minister is-not the kind of man who
would lend himself to any act of imperialist aggression.”

This is tripe; this is a lie; this is support of French
imperfalism; this is writing as an enemy of simple de-
mocracy, which demands that the Indo-Chinese be allowed
national independence. Strong words? Yes, they are;
perhaps not the nicest language or most diplomatic
characterizations. But there is a limit to everything. And
the sight of these pious liberals, these democratic worth-

ies who are so ready to read us lectures abeut "Bolshevik

amorality''—the sight, | say, of these liberals iwlsiin§
themselves all over creation in the attempt to condone
the French suppressions, is more than any socialist slmuld
be able to bear wlfhou! angnn—-—l. H. : =
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The Marshall Appointment

Old Max Lerner continues to creep around
intellectually, a nostalgic reminder of that’ nobler
species, the American Liberal, most of whom died
during the war, some from the patriotic fever,
others from the Stalinist pestilence. Lerner was
heavily wracked, but he can still tell a l}lai.‘tk from
a handsaw when the political wind is right.

“We live in the kind of world,” he suwid re-
cently, “in which the distinction between the Gen-
eral Staffs and the Foreign Offices hafs betm nar-
rowed almost to mothingness. More and wmore the
yene'rals and admirals, not only in America, but
also in Russia and elsewhere, have come to occupy
diplomatic posts and shape state policy.”

This is, of course, correct, and Lerner is here
merely noting an inevitable accompaniment.of the
decline of capitalism.

The appointment of General Marshall as Sec-
retary of State reflects this trend. In the context
of the impending meeting of the council of foreign
ministers in Moscow, the appointment signifies
a stiffening in the United States’ attitude toward
Russia. It follows a period in which Byrnes was
frequently ecriticized for being too conciliatory
toward her.

COLD COMFORT FOR THE KREMLIN

The Stalinists have been half-heartedly trying
to derive comfort from the “conciliationist” role
allegedly played by Marshall in China. His report,
conveniently released just before his appointment
so as to create a little synthetic diplomatic back-
ground for him, provides a very weak straw for
the Stalinists to clutch at. A critical attitude to-
ward the Kuomintang has been an integral part
of recent U. S. policy. This was necessitated by
the recognition that the reactionary character of
the Chiang Kai-shek régime alienated the support
of the Chinese masses from the base of U. S. in-
fluence in China, the Kuomintang. The more mili-
tant program of the Stalinists permitted them to
work up extensive support from the peasants.

Actually, the Marshall report whitewashed
Chiang Kai-shek, the real leader of the Kuomin-
tang, who is hardly more seriously interested in
stabilizing present relations in China than the
“reactionaries” of the Kuomintang, the United
States’ differences with the Kuomintang are fam-
ily differences. The differences with the Stalinists
are of a more serious order. T'ime correetly point-
ed out recently that “U. S. policy, unsuccessful as
it had been so far, would still be geared to the
legal govermment of China.”

Tactical support to the political strategy enun-
ciated by Marshall will be given by military fig-

*ures who more and more occupy key commands

in the United States imperialist offensive: Mac-~
Arthur in Japan, Clark in Austria, Clay in Ger-
many, Smith in Moscow, Kirk in Belgium, and
Holcomb in South Africa. The assistant secretary
of state for occupied areas is also a seldier—
Major General John H. Hilldring. .

Marshall is alo expected to clean house in the
State Department, which has been frequently
criticized recently for its lack of unity of policy,”
its general disorganization, and its ineptness. The
State Department has to be elevated to the level
of the world tasks with which it ‘has suddenly
.been confronted. In 1938, the year before the
war, it.emiployed 963 persons. In 1946 this num-
ber had increased to 7,623.

Unlike the British Foreign Office, which has
behind it centuries of skilled diplomatic swindling,
the U. S. State Department is really only going
throvigh its apprenticeship. The United States is
now confronted by a complex of economie, politi-
cal, military,.social, and cultural problems which
cannot be solved on the former pragmatic basis.
Marshall is to bring the house to order.

Not the least interesting aspect of the Mar-
shall appointment was to reveal how much of
American “representative” government is govern-
ment by bureaus and by appointment. Marshall’s
appointment, which had been arranged by Tru-
man months before, was ratified by the Senate
Foreign Affairs Committee in twelve minutes. A
man whose beliefs are almost absolutely unknown
to the people, not to speak of the members of the
new’ Congress, was thereby chosen for one of the
most important posts in the country. If Truman
were to be carried off through the effects, say, of
his well-known mental anemia this unknown
would become President of the country!

Marshall represents the growing tendency to-
ward Bonapartism in the United States, that is,
rule primarily- based not upon the electorate but
upon the government departments and the mili-
tury machine. For the time being this Bonapart-
ism is dir ected externally—specifically, against
Russia.

Marshall fits the Bonapartist mold well: he is
“above parties” (the Republicans and the Demo-
crats both support him) he has never even voted,
and he is a soldier—a strong man.

BUT WHO IS HE?

How successful Marshall will be, this man out
of a world where nobody talks back, is not our
problem. What actually is remarkable, however,
is how little is known about the man or his think-
ing. Beyond such biographical trivia as that as a
youth he preferred cock fighting to pumping the
organ at church, that he sat on a bayonet at
Virghia Mllltary Institute, or that Truman
(0. K., men, let’s stop that snickering in the
rankq") considers him a greater commander than
Alexander, Genghls Khan, or Napoleon, informa-
tion cn him is meager.

A 1901 graduate of VMI, not of West Point,
Marshall went through the ;normal belt-line of a
regular army career. By 1918 he had become an
aide to Pershing. Two decades of peace and slow
preferment followed. In 1939, however, ;Roosevelt
jumped hinfover thirty-four Dther candidates and
made him Chief of Staff. He.became the proto- .~
type of the politico-militAiry mediator, of whom
Eisenhower was an example and for whom Roose-
velt with his skill in politics, served as mentor.

But this all hardly adds up to a suitable back-
ground for a Secretary of _State. His political in-
tervention during the war and after was always
determined for him—he merely enunciated it.
From this point of view he is hardly superior to
former secretaries like the ailing, aged, and pro-
vincial Hull; Stettinius, the Morgan partner, a
man whom even his friends didn’t consider overly
bright; or Byrnes, more adept at congressional
horse trading than international politics. What
Marshall is expected to bring is iron to the policy.

“In & military truce,” says the often not un-

perceiving Washmgton correspondent, Paul Mal-

lon—"“which is what this situation is—what could

be more logical a choice than Marshau?” :
What could, indeed? A4
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By JAMES T. FARRELL

THE film, The Bells of+St. Mary's,

has been widely praised. It has
been recommended .as a picture
which should be seen by youth. Many
Catholics have lauded the film be-
cauge of its religious tone. In a re-
cent public controversy between Mr.
Darry F. Zanuck and Mr. Samuel
Goldwyn, concerning the quality of
Hollywood films, Mr. Zanuck cited
this film as one of which the Ameri-
can mbdtion picture industry can be
proud. The filrn has been seriously
regarded as one of a fine moral qual-
ity, and, at the same time, as one
which is deeply human. It seems to
me that a brief discussion of this
picture is, in consequence, decidedly
pertinent.

The Bells of St. Mary's is the
story of a priest, played by Bing
Crosby,
Bergmann, and a school. St. Mary's
school is old and run down. The
young priest comes to his new as-
signment at St. Mary’s. His prede-
cessor has had a bad time of it with
the nuns. It is expected that this new
young priest will not fare well, and
that the nuns will run him, and give
him a good and steady nagging. The
plot unfolds from the beginning, and
there are two connected plot threads
which definitely relate to questions
of morality. One is the relationship
between the young priest and the
beautiful nun. The second is con-
cerned with the desire of the nuns
for a new and better school building.
A crabbed and almost apoplectic old
rich man owns a building next to
the run-down edifice of St. Mary’s.
This rich man wants to get the St.
Mary building. The nuns, in turn,
want the rich man to give them a

. building which will permit the nuns

to run a better and more up-to-date
school. In addition to the above,
there is a girl whose parents are
separated (if I recall the story cor-
rectly months after having seen it).
The priest and the nun exercise
their good offices in the interest of

the girl: there are misunderstand-

ings which threaten to be serious
and to prevent her from graduating,
but these are straightened out in the
end and the girl’s parents even come
together.

The morality of this film neeﬂs to
be commented upon. For the praise
which so many Catholics have show-

a nun, played by Ingrid .

A Review of the FIII'II. ‘The Bells of St. Mary'—

| Hollywood Depicts an Aspect of Social Moralit

conventional morality in our time.
In the film, the children are present-
ed mainly as existing for the school.
Again and again, in little details,
we see that this is the case. The new
building is more important in the
plot than are the children who are
to be educated and trained for life
in this hew building. The nuns and
the priest are so presented that in
the context of the story itself they
act on this premise. The direct ac-
tions and the words of the priest and
the nuns show them more decidedly
to be concerned with the building
than with the children. The children,
thus, are seen as existing principally
for the building. An object here is
more important than young and mal-
leable human beings. Behind the for-
mulas of conventional morality and
religious high-mindedness and dedi-
cation, we see religious instruction
and parochial education as empha-
sizing a building, and as treating
the children to be educated as sec-
ondary to that building. This unmis-
takable feature of the film shows
that underneath the forms of moral-
ity there is moral density.

THE HOLLYWOOD PLOT STRUCTURE

A Hollywood film seems to demand
that there be an attractive male and
female at the center of every plot.
In this ﬁlm, the male is a priest and
the female is a nun. There can, thus,
be no love interest. And yet, as I sat
in the theatre and looked at this pic-
ture, it became clear to me that the
habits of concocting plots in the film
industry were such that love inter-
est could not be kept out of the story.
Thus, the relationship between the
priest (Bing Crosby) and the nun
(Ingrid Bergman) is one of in-
dubitable flirtatiousness. The priest
and the nun develop, between them,
a rivalry in which they want to out-
do and outwit one another in little
incidents and episodes which are
witty in the way that Hollywood is
usually witty. ‘Wit and humor are
here aggressive. The aggressiveness
is expressed in rivalry. The rivalry
has a concealed sexual character.
The priest and the nun come very
close to behaving like the usual boy
and the usual girl in a film when
they are thrown together, and when
they engage in the efforts and ac-
tions of the selection of any love ob-
ject as these are endlessly mirrored
on the screen. The Hollywood film

others. The priest and nun stand out unfortunate people on the streets,

in the typical way. They are thrown

wtogether again and again for the
purposes of the plot. They are con-
tinuously teasing one another. The
children are as incidental to this
teasing and platonic rivalry as they
are to the aim of getting a new
building.

One incident concerning the chil-
dren will, perhaps, here suggest the
quality of this picture. One of the
boys is beaten up by a little bully.
The little bully more or less becomes
the champion of the priest. The nun
champions the boy who has been
beaten up. She does this in order to
outdo the priest. She buys some
manuals which contain instructions
on how to fight. She reads these
manuals, shadow boxes, and then
teaches her little champion how to
fight. Her champion then beats up
the bully. The priest is outdone by
the nun, and she, as it were, has
beaten him at his own game. This
little incident seems to be amusing
and harmless. And yet its moral im-

_ plications are far from harmless or
merely funny. For here we see a nun
and a priest using two boys as ex-
pressions of their own teasing rival-
ry, a rivalry which, in the context
of the film, throws & man and a
woman in opposition to one another.
Just as the children exist for a build-
ing, so, in this way, they exist as
supernumeraries for the rivalry of
a priest and a nun. The fact that the
administrators of the Production
Code, that erities, priests, Catholic
laymen and others could approve of
this representation of the children is
gignificant. One can pertinently ask
them if in their praise and approval
of this film, they examined its moral
implications? One can, in addition,
ask if they favor schools, education-
al practices, pedagogical instruec-
tion which would be in line with a
view such as the one definitely im-
plied in the total representation of
the children in this film?

In the end, the nuns gain their
aim. They get the building from the
crochety rich man. But his &im is
accomplished by a little trick. The
mamns doetor iz a Catholic. The
priests and the nun participate in
the trick which the doctor plays on
his patient. He tells the rich man
that he is likely to live longer if he
becomes generous rather than stin-

and he gives away a building. Here,
a doctor is represented as treating
a patient in such a manner. Appar-
ently this rich man is a cardiac case,
and also, he shows signs of having
hypertension. What do doctors,
Catholic and otherwise, think of this
form of advice given to patients?
This amusingly presented part of

the plot also raises moral questions.

In addition,.the nun develops tu-
berculosis. And she is not told what
her condition is. The doctor and the
priest both participate in this con-
cealment. The concealment of this
information introduces the threat of
tragedy into the plot. Illness is mis-
represented here. But this is a fea-
ture that has also been mentioned
and attacked. In fact, New Masses
has been making hay against Holly-
wood on precisely this point. And in
this instance, New Masses is correct,
not wrong.

SOME MORAL IMPLICATIONS

In addition to the moral implica-
tions involved in the above com-
ments, there is another point which
can be mentioned. In general, this is
one of those films which gives the
impression that good cheer, good
will, the babying of human beings
with a hollow goodness, will lead to
valuable human results. This all
amounts to the expression of banal
and empty sentimentalities about do-
ing good. The moral level of such
sentimentalities is the same as that
expressed in the popular songs
which ooze optimism, and the com-
mercial advertisements which prom-
ise the good life to customers who
will be smart enough to buy the
right products. It is a sentimentali-
zation which tells us that there is a
silver lining in every cloud. This is
considered, in our day and age, to
be affirmation of life, an expression

of faith.in humanity. In the name of.

such optimism and sunshiny good-~
ness, serious writers are attacked as
cynies, and they are denounced as
nothing less than enemies of the hu-
man race. To try and present im-
ages of human beings in terms of
the torn, tragic and ambivalent emo-
tions which human'beings feel and
express in real life'ds immoral: to
present goodness in the way that it
is represented in The Bells of St.
Mary's is moral,

ered on this film is strongly sugges-
tive of the growing hollowness of

(This is the third in a series of articles by Er-
nest Erber in reply to Charles E. Wilson, president
of .General Motors, on the arguments made by him
in behalf of capitalism in his article, “You've Got

to M4ke a Profit,” which first appeared in Col-
lier’s and has since been reprinted in many cor-

- poration house organs for the “benefit” of their

employees.—Editor.)

By ERNEST ERBER

“The capitalist type of economy is the one
best fitted to function in a democracy, because
capitalism, like democracy, is a system which
places great value on the individual.”

This argument of Wilson’s has become the ace-
in-the-hole in the current crop of capitalist apolo-
getics. It adds up to saying that the preservation
of democracy requires the preservation of capi-
talism, or that freedom is only possible under capi-
talism.

It is quite obvious why this became a favorite
argument in behalf of capitalism in recent years.
Ever since Stalinist despotism arose in Russia and
fascism conquered in most of the rest of Europe,
the defenders of capitalism have sought to create
the illusion that political democracy has survived
in the United States due to the existence of the
capitalist economic system.

That capitalism was overthrown by the Russian
Revolution and that it has not been restored by
the victory of the Stalinist counter-revolution is
quite obvious. That is why the apologists of capi-
talism are so anxious to point to Russia and say,
“Look! That is what results from tampering with
capitalism.” (We will deal with this argument un-
der a separate heading.)

But this argument would fall flat on the ground
if one were to realize that equally brutal dictator-
ships have arisen in capitalist countries and have
flourished on the basis of capitalism. This is; of
course, what happened in Germany, Italy, Spain
and other countries of Europe. It is therefore nec-
essary for the apologists of capitalism fo create
the concept that régimes like Hitler's and Musso-
lini’'s were “anti-capitalist.”

That is why capitalist propaganda in this coun-
try sought to disown Hitler and Mussolinj, espe-
cially when it became evident in the late 30’s that
the United States would be lined up against Ger-

‘many and Italy in the coming war. That is why

the American press sought to picture Hitler as
some sort of ‘a “socialist” who was at swords’

- points with the German capitalists. They eagerly

accepted Hitler at his word and helped spread the
illusion he sought te create by calling himself a
“National Socialist” and by denouncing the “inter-
national bankers.” This was, of course, intended
to make himself popular with the German masses.

The real Socialists of Germany were either
killed or kept in concentration eamps and the big
bankers of Germany cooperated profitably with
the Nazi régime. Only Jewish bankers of indus-
trialists were expropriated, their wealth going to
Nazi favorites and the elimination of Jewish capi-
talists helping their. Gentile competitors.

HITLER AND CAPITALISM GOT ALONG WELL

The truth is that Hitler and capitalism got along
well. Far from being an enemy of the capitalists,
Hitler was financed by the biggest industrial and
banking combines in Germany. They viewed him
as the savior of German capitalism from a com-

demands that the masculine. and
feminine star stand out above all

An Answer to the President of General Motors
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gy. He is, thereby, frightened into
becoming a generous man. He helps

The repres&ntat.lon of the children
in this film is symptomatlc and sig-
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munist revolution. His régime did nothing that
basically affected the operation of capitalism. On
the contrary, he made Germany a capitalist’s par-
adise by dissolving the unions and workers' politi-
cal organizations and creating the Labor Front, a
huge “company union” to which every worker was
forced to belong.

The strict government controls which the Nazi
régime established over industry were not much
different from those which existed in this country

under the war economy. German capitalists, like’

their American cousins, grumbled about short-
ages, priorities, manpower tontrols, etc., but Ger-
man capitalists, like their American cousins, made
billions in profits out of the war. If the German
controls were stricter and more far-reaching, it
was only because the strains of the war upon Ger-
man economy were much greater than in the
United States. The right of German capitalists to
own productive property and to exploit the work-
ers was neither abolished nor curbed. Fascism was
a different political system than had prevailed pre-
viously in Germany and Italy, when these na-
tions operated under parliamentary democracies.
But fascism was not a different economic system;
it was still capitalism.

We can therefore see that, contrary to Wilson's
assertion about capitalism beihg the type of econ-
omy that is “best fitted to function:in a democra-
cy,” the capitalists of Germany and Italy preferred
fascist tyranny as the political systerh best su1ted
for capitalism.

Does it therefore follow sthat all capita]ists pre-
fer fascism? No, such is not the case. Capifalists
prefer political democracy—as long as it suits
THEIR interests. But when capitalism breaks down
in an economic crisis and when the political situa-
tion threatens to undermine capitalist institutions,
the capitalists eagerly look for a Hitler or a Mus-
solini who will save their system by “putting labor
in its place.”

But since economic crises are inescapable under
capitalism and since they bring anti-capitalist po-
litical movements in their wake and since these
cause the capitalists to see their salvation in fas-
cism, it becomes evident that sooner or later capi-
talism a.nd_ democracy prove to be incompatible.

Contrary to Wilson’s argument that only capi-
talism can give us freedom and democracy, we can
see from the history of the last twenty-five years
that the continued existence of capitalism is guar-
anteed to give us the barbarian and bestial rule
of fascism.

CAPITALISM AND DEMOCRACY CLASH

Though the contradiction between capitalism
and democracy is fundamental, only time and
evenis, however, bring it to the surface where it
becomes obvious to everyone. When we live under
a mixture of capitalism and democracy, as we do
in the United States today, the effects of this con-
tradiction remain latent. Compared to.past social
orders and to other countries of the world, we en-
joy a considerable range of political freedom. Yet
the possibility of using this political freedom to
affect the course ‘of politics in this country stead-
ily diminishes. When the population of this coun-
iry was composed overwhelmingly of farmers who
owned their land, of small business men, and of
craftsmen who worked with their own tools, polit-
ical democracy was an effective means by which

T

the mass of the people could influence the course

of government. Today, howeyer; the .great concen- g
W'\fherfhuge mass

tration of wealth at one poje a
of wage earners at the other, has confronted the
nation with fundamental economie., questmns as the
primary problem

These economic questions cannot be solved
within the framework of capitalism. If political
democracy is to have any meaning today, it must
take its meaning in the struggle to overthrow cap-
italism. If it does not, capitalism will overthrow
political democracy. The twe cannet live side by
side forever. The worker cannot remain’ a free

. citizen with freedom to read what he pleases,

speak his mind as he pleases and vote as he pleases
during part of the day, while being a wage slave
whose every minute is ordered by an autocratic
hierarchy of corporation officials from the moment
he punches his time clock. .

Eugene V. Debs, tireless tribune of the early
Socialist movement in this' country, was fond of
paraphrasing Lincoln and, saying that this country
would not remain half free and half slave; either
the workers will utilize their political democracy
to overthrow capitalism and carry democracy into
economic life, or the capitalists will overthrow
political democracy and carry their industrial dic-
tatorship into political life.

CAPITALISM AND THE INDIVIDUAL

“Capitalism...is a system which places great
value on the individual,” says Wilson. This would
be a great joke if it were not at the expense of
the workers. An article entitled “Labor Isn’t Strik-
ing for Money” in a recent issue of Magazine Di-
gest makes a point that has rarely appeared in the
capitalist press. The article points out that capi-
talism (it does not, of course, use that term) has
robbed the worker of his dignity as a human being
and made him into little more than an adjunct of
the machine. It quotes from another source to say
the following:

“The worker hates to feel himself the prisoner
of a timecard. Over his name, in the timecard, in
much larger numerals, is his factory number. No-
body knows Joe Worker’s last name, except the
fellow in Department No. 6 who bowls with him
Friday nights. Even his pay is handed to him in
an envelope addressed by number only.”

The article' goes on to describe how workers
are bullied by foremen unless’ they have the pro-
tection of a strong union. It then deseribes the
piecework and quota system and says: “There is
not much incentive to beating the quota for so
many pieces a day, except that if he’s low man
he’ll probably be fired.” It then continues o point

.out the effects of monotony resulting from doing

the same operation over and over again, the fear
of unemployment due to labor saving devlcea ad-
vancing age or depressions, etc.

The above true picture of the worker's real life
under capitalism should be sufficient to indicate
how great a value capitalisni places upon the in-
dividual. (If Mr. Wilson meant the individual capi-
talist, we are of course on the wrong track and
have to grant that he has a point.)

Capitalism means neither democracy nor indi-

vidualism. It de-humanizes a man on the job and

turns him into an automaton of production. In
order to protect its right to thus exploit labor, cap-
italists will eagerly abolish democracy and make of
man also an automaton of a fascis, state.

nificant. Children are immature and
need to be guided. They are, in a
sense, at the mercy of adults. Chil-
dren can be guided and educated
either for their own good or for the
good of the significant adults who
have authority over and influence
upon them. Here, the children- exist
—I repeat—for the benefit of the
adults -and because they are needed
as objects of instruction in a new
school building. When the nun be-
comes ill, she is treated like a ghild
by both her doctor and the priest.
She is not told what is really wrong
with her. She, whose duty it is to
guide the young, cannot be trusted

to face the realities of life and death
when these concern her. In pictures
such as this, the motion picture in-
dustry, in turn, really tells us of a
predominant moral attitude current
in Hollywood. It is an attitude which
treats the audience like children.
The realities of life and death ean-
not be clearly and seriously mir-
rored on motion picture sereens be-
cause the audience cannot be trusted
to face the realities of life and death
which they must face day in and day
out in their actual lives. The moral
pattern in film then, suggests what
are probably the moral attitudes of
the picture makers. For, let me re-

peat, important personages_ of the
film industry have praised this film

precisely because of its alleged high

moral tone. And at the same time

that moral films of this calibre are
produced, callousness and eynicism
develops by leaps and bounds all
over America, One asks here: might
there be any connection between this
kind "of film morality and the real
callousness we find all around us in
our daily lives. An investigation,
seeking to answer this question,
might be yery illuminating.

(Copyright by James T. Farrell,
1946)

The Situation in Georgia - -

(Continued from page 3)

tol by use of its defense guards. In
such a hypothetical situation, how
long would the federal government
have deliberated before sending in
its troops? How legalistic would the
capitalist press be? How many years
would they wait to hear the case
argued in the courts? Yes, it is a

. tantalizing thought.

GEORGIA DEMOCRACY
AND KLAN'S SUPPORT

There is much else to consider in
this Georgia situation. Not the least
incredible feature of this sithation is
that M. E. Thompson represents in
some small way democracy, against
the whip-lash and terror of the Klan
and the powerful interests which
support it. In Georgia, ,Thompson
can be a.democrat. Like the man who
opposed Eugene Talmadge in the pri-
mary, Carmichael, M. E. Thompson
insists he is as loyal to the wvicious-
ness of “white supremacy” as the
Talmadges, father and son.

Thompson was chosen as nominee
for Lieutenant Governor in a Jim
Crow primary. If he had any violent
disputes with Talmadge on principles,
it has not been revealed. Why then
the fuss? The Klan, and the powerful
interests behind them, prefer one of
their own kind, someone who takes
naturally to the rope and faggot,
someone who, even if he doesn't ob-
ject too strenuously to lynch law,
won't be too queazy in applying it.

That is how it happens that
Thompson represents some small
vestige of democracy in Georgia. For
if any one has the right to claim the
governorship, pending the only real
solution of a new election, it is he.

Before we refurn fo the mattér of
a new election, let us examine the

. people behind Herman Talmadge. The

Klan's connection is well established.
The papers have referred openly to
fhe Georgia Power and Light Com-
pany. But why have they been so reti-
cent in naming the soft-drink cor-
poration that has contributed heavily
to the Talmadge campaign? Why the
indirect references to a "coke cor-
poration," a "nationally famous soft.
drink,” etc.?

We are not saying, but we are
asking: do they mean Coca-Cola?
Why not name names? Maybe a few
million people would like to do some-

thing about the “soft-drink” com-
pany that backs Klan terror!

NEW ELECTION IS )
DEMOCRATIC SOLUTION

According to the rule in all states

—rs

which have lieutenant governors, the
lieutenant governor succeeds to the
governor’s post in the event the gov-
ernor dies. That Talmadge died be-
fore taking the oath of office is a
legal wrinkle best argued by the
Constitutional experts. As matters
stand, Thompson is apparently right
in claiming the governorship. But we
think that the people of Georgia
should have the opportunity to

A Stalinist Apologist
On Polish Elections

Opposition poll watchers | talked
to said they had nothing to com-
plain of and that their
people had not been in-
timidated during or be-
fore the voting
period.

Granting 100
per cent for
ﬁ?\\ accuracy to

' correspondents
who have heard and retold stories
of intimidation in other parts of
the country, it is still not conceiv-
able to this observor that the
strongest kind of anti-government
protest could not have been regis-
tered by Polish voters in the type
of voting | saw—and | saw enough
to convince me that what | saw
was completely characteristic of
the capital of Poland....

This is to say that the picture of
wholly fraudulent, rigged elections
given Americans before the fact is
at best a misrepresentation of o
complicated political situation and
at worst malicious repetition of
malicious untruths.

—Ralph Ingersoll, PM
Jénuary 20, 1947

choose a governor democratically. A
new election, a free election, is the
only real solution.

We note that Thompson is not press-
ing for such an election, preferring an
appeal to the courts for the present.
Talmadge is obviously opposed to an
election. All the: more reason, then,
for the people of the state, encour-
aged and assisted by every opponent
of intolepance and racial discrimina-
tion in the other forty-seven states,
to press for such an election. That is
admittedly no small matter. For it to
be a real election, it must also be an
election in which Negroes can vote,
That will take a bit of doing, but in
the process of that doing the situa-
tion in Georgia, in which the Klan is

e S

today \ridiag high, can be turned to
the advantage of the people.

In this, the labor movement has
special opportunities. We read with
anger the report that an AFL offi-
cial voted for Talmadge. That man
has no business in the labor move-
ment, and certainly no right to be a
labor official. And we hope that the
AFL unions will make their protest
clear. The AFL and CIO Operations
Dixie are in Georgia. They cannot
help but be involved in this struggle
for power in Georgia. By entering
into it vigorously they can mobilize
in common action the mass of Negro
and white workers. We would like to
see the unions in Georgia banding
together for a political campaign, de-
manding a new election, and declar-
ing their readiness to put their own
candidate, a candidate that will
really fight Jim Crow, in the field.

DEFENSE GUARDS ARE
AN URGENT NEED

There is a man fiddling in Tal-
madge headquarters who aecquired
considerable fame some thirty years
ago fiddling over the body of a lynch
vietim. His fiddling engagements will
increase if Talmadge goes unchal-
lenged, if his Klansmen and guards-
men are not met with the organized

opposition of the Georgia peopls,.

Negro and white. Talmadge’s hood-
ed cohorts will ride against labor

n

organizers as readily as against Ne-

groes, Jews and Catholies.

While the contest runs its course
in the courts, and the issue of a new

election is debated, the situation calls -

for the mobilization of. the Negro !

people and the unions to prepare
their defense against the Talmadge

forces. It is idiotic to rely on the:

federal government. It has not inter-
vened so far; its experts are debat-
ing precedent: does the Arkansas
precedent under Ulysses S. Grant
apply, or does it not? The federal
government acts quickly only when
strikers are involved—and then not
on behalf of strikers, but on behalf of
just such institutions as the Georgia
Power and Light Company, and the
unnamed ‘“soft-drink” corporation.

Thus, we think it necessary that the

unions and the Negro people organize
their own defense guards. It is sim-
ply a matter of self-protection. It Is
simply a matter of demonstrating that
Georgia's people, black and white,
will not let themselves be terrorized
by hoodlum bands. 1t is simply a mat-
ter of saying that we have no taste
for a certain kind of fiddling. i
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LABOR. ACTION.

By HENRY JUDD

The rejection by the Chinese Stalinists (Yen-
an government) of the new set of peace proposals,
and the offer to send an envoy made by Chiang
Kai-shek, has brought China’s civil war to a new
stage. General Chou En-lai, Stalinist leader of
the Yenan government, accompanied his rejection
of Chiang’s offer by a denunciation of the recent
statement of -General Marshall on the Chinese
problem. He made it clear that only, if the so-
called National Government would give up its re-
cently adopted bureaucratic constitution, -and re-
turn large territories won from the Stalinists in
military operations, would the latter consider a
resumption of peace negotiations.

It is clear that the fighting will continue indefi-
nitely, even if only on a minor scale due fo heavy
winter conditions. The Stalinists, now on the de-
fensive, will attempt to consclidate and protect
their holdings while the Chiang Kai-shek nationalist
forces will maneuver into -position, with vast help
and supplies received. from America, in prepara-
tion fer heavy campaigning next Spring and ‘Sum-
mer. China's fratricidal strife continues, at the
heavy expense of the Chinese people, and gives
every indication of going on indefinitely, without
any final issue.

Neither side has the forces needed completely
to overwhelm the opponent at the moment. What-
ever military strength and superiority Chiang
has, thanks to American imperialism, is' effec-
tively cancelled out by the inefficiency, bureau-
cratic bungling, reactionary politics and corrup-
tion of his government.

In the light of this situation, the meaning of
the -recently issued report of General Marshall,
former special Presidential representative to
China, takes on fresh meaning. ‘Marshall was no

doubt fully aware of the hopelessness of a com-
promise arrangement for the moment, when he
issued his report on January 7. Precisely with this
understanding did Marshall write his shrewd,
diplomatiec and hypoeritical statement, bent on
showing American intervention in China in the
best possible light. Marshallls aim was to depict
America as the staunch advocate of Chinese de-
mocracy, against both extremes of the right-wing
Kuomintang and the, “left-wing” Communists.

WAR AID CONTINUES

The Chinese government of Chiang contains,
said -‘Marshall, ."a dominant grpup-of reactionaries
who have been opposed, in my opinion, to almost
.every effort | have made."...These men are inter-
ested "in the preservation of their own feudal con-
trol -of 'China.”...In almost identical language he
condemns the Stalinists who "do not hesitate at
the most drastic measures to gain their end.” From
this condemnation of both sides he drew the con-
clusion that his mediation efforts .failed because of
""extremist elements” on both sides and that, there-
fore, what is needed is the assumption of leader-
ship by the liberals, "under the leadership of Gen-
eralissimo Chiang Kai-shek."

But his condemnation of the Kuomintang is

= highly qualified, because he. accepts its recently

adopted Constitution as “democratic” and ex-
pressed the belief that under its terms a demo-
/eratic-constitutional government would be created.
Yet, as is well known, the right-wing of the Kuo-
mintang wrote this constitution. Nor .can Mar-
shall advance one step beyond unqualified support
to Chiang Kai-shek, leading agent and spokesman
for the Kuomintang and Chinese conservatism.

And finally, as is well known, there is no let-
up in the exte_ndcd military and economic aid

ESE CIVIL WAR

being advanced to the Chinese government for its
war purposes. While Chiang and his régime may
be hard to swallow, it is clear that they will con-
tinue to get American support. Thus we must
brand Marshall’s criticiam of the Kuomintang as
hypocritical. While America is still anxidls to
bring about a negotiated peace, if this cannot be
obtained the reactionary Chiang régime will zet
the fullest support of the new Secretary of State.

On the other side of the fence, holding high
the lamp of the Chinese Stalinists, sits Henry
Wallace, now New Republic editor. If Marshall
has some doubts about Chiang and the Kuomin-
tang gang, Henry Wallace has none at all about
the Chinese Stalinists and Russian imperialism!
In the New Republic (January 20, 1947), we read
the following in Henry Wallace’s Forum, “We
have abandoned, almost by default, the sponsor-
ship of these changes to Russia. We have permit-
ted the Russians to parade themselves before all
the colonial peoples of the world as the only enemy
of ‘imperialism.” Almost without a battle we have
yielded,to the Russians the loyalty of millions of
workers and peasants in Europe because they be-
lieve that the Russians and not ourselves are their
only guarantors against hunger and war.” These
fantastic claims on behalf of Russian imperialism
are the basis for Wallace’s denunciation of Amer-
ican policy as a purely “negative” one. That
proves how little he understands the present wave
of mass reaction in Europe to this very Stalinist
imperialism whose praises he sings.

China’s ecivil strife continues, with no end in
sight. Victimized by both sides who, in turn, are
bolstered by the two great foreign rivals of the,
world (America and Russia), the Chinese move-
ment for national liberation must still find its way

_ to that difficult path of freedom of action unbound

by any foreign powers.

[

By JACK ARTHURSON

PARIS, Dec. 25—In the b1tt,erest
cold wave since wartime destruction
levelled much of Germany, British
medical authorities announced:
“There will be no colds in Germany
this winter; there will be only pneu-
monia, followed by death.” Lack of
coal and lowered resistance to dis-
ease arising from a diet of less than
1,550 calories is the reason.

What means 1,550 calories?

Item Ounces

‘Pdhl‘pss
Pats- -l
Aam tno sugcrl
Meat
*Fish-.....
'Gheose e R
Vegetables
Pulse and nuts ..
Coffee (ersatz)

1,550 calories—about 8 slices of
bread a day, less than half the
American diet—is far below the re-
quired normal daily diet. “of about
2,650 calories a day....” (1) More-
ovédr, “a diet of 1,200 calories (the
real .food intake in well-fed sections

of Germany) may be characterized

as slow starvation . .. 1,650 calories
is probably no better than even
slower starvation.”

This “doesn’t meant that there

will have more than the 1,650 -cal-
ories to eat—farmers and the rich,”
wrote an American observer.

In one part of the British zone
where childréen were given a daily
school dinner of a thick soup made
from flaked ‘oats, dried milk and
cracked biscuit, an officer described
“the almost miraculous change
which takes place after only a week
of school dinners. The children be-

come bright-eyed and playful, and
Calories Equivalent
877 4 thick slices
‘206 | a handful
186 : 3 small potatoes
‘51 1 teaspoonful
36 ) 1 teaspoonful
28 ‘1 small forkful
36 1 forkful
5 'like 1 small peanut
1 1/2 q carrot
51 ' 1/2 hdndful
— Iero

are able to concentrate for a time on
their lessons.” Generally most starv-
ing children do not receive such
school dinners.

Though American Occupation For-
ces commander, General McNarney,
said soldiers should no longer “hate
the Germans,” and U. S. Chaplains
began urging ‘“love for German chil-
dren” at Christmas parties, German
workers denounced the words “Mer-
ry Christmas” as a bitter joke when
only 50,000 children out of 60,000,-

won’t be millions in Germany who

000 Germans get one meal for one
day from the so-generous conquer-
ors. One woman said of the childrens
“But what about those who are too
weak from lack of food to partici-
pate?”

However, the reality of occupation
is shown not by infrequent propa-
ganda parties which only accentu-
ate the lack of food from one holiday
to another, but by the continued evie-
tiorrs of German workers, particu-
larly known anti-fascists, by Ameri-
can military - units. Karl Scharnagl,
Mayor of Muni¢h, made a personal
radio appeal to Munich residents on
Dee. 20 to avoid ‘“demonstrations”
against house seizures or “reprisals”
would eertainly result. Ip the Mu-
nich area- 1,680 houses lizave heen
seized by American forces.

The spirit of Christmas evidently
animates the British army too. Hun-
dreds of .Hamburg - families ‘ear-
marked for evietion to make way for
2,000 newly arriving British fami-
lies have been given a Christmas
“amnesty,” announced the Labor
Party’s Armed Forces. (4) The
“amnesty” will last “until January

.6, when evictions . will start again.”

Halting of evictions “is understood
to have been decided because of the
mounting 7ill-feeling and indignation
among the population, of whom
about 9,000 have already been up-
rooted.”

Starving humanity uprooted frem
houses is equalled if not surpassed in
degeneration by the degradation of
the children of workers. Sneaking out
into the night gangs of youths from

.

12 to 19 years of age, including many
girls, are stealing livestock, bicycles,
clothes, food, ration cards and tobac-
co in a crime wave which is rising in
all four zones. During November 2,265
women were arrested in Betlin as sus-
pected prostitutes.

An American military government
report of Kostheim, a town of 11,200,
deseribed the typical case of a wo-
man, her battle-wounded husband
and five children: “Two children—
three and five years old—possess no
footwear. An infant was wrapped in
rags, and lay on a sofa of rags. Lice
and fleas did not mean anything ex-
traordinary to the woman. The sani-

tary conditions were Meyond descrip-

tion.

“The window§,were holes in walls.
Tattered, torn blankets were sup-
posed to prevent cold air from pene-
trating. The ceiling of the room was
covered up with a defective umbrel-
la. The woman was preparing a din-
ner of vegetable parings.”

No shoes. Rags. Lice and fleas and
vegetable parings.

So "ends one“and a half years of
military occupation in Germany on

_ Christmas, 1946,

1—Emergency Economic Committee
for Europe, Feb. 6, 1946;

2—British Select Committee on Es-
timates, House of Commons, Nov.
b, 1946;

3—New Statesman and Nation, Nov.
30, 1946;

4—Continental Daily Mail, .Dee. 20,
1946.
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We print below excerpts from a letter received

' 1y a friend from an old socialist in Germany.

Though the letter does not attempt to discuss the
jpolitical situation, it presents a vivid aond stark
ipicture: of life in the Russian prisoner-of-war camps

' jand of ithe effects of the power of Stalinism gen-

“erally.; It should be remembered that the general
:Seydlitz referred to is one of those captured gen-
ierals who, with Marshal Paulus, formed the' “Free
1German Committee,” which served as a tool of
Stalinist poiicy. The letter has been cut in a few
unessential places for reasons of space.—Editor.

I work here in an office of the empleyment
iservice where the prisoners of war returning from
‘Russia come for help. Nearly none of them is able
«to work, nearly all suffer from rash, dropsy,
dysentery and similar sickness of undernoutrish-
ment. And how do they look? They cover their
body with rags, hungry are they and really poor
like beggars. But. do not tell me that I'm exag-
.gerating! Nobody can evade this open and clear
‘message from the country of “Communism,” from
;Stalin’s country. Yesterday a woman dropped.in
and told me: A man released from Russia visited
‘her and begged her to inform his mother about
his return. He deemed it necessary to prepare his
mother for the Wiedersehen—otherwise she would
not survive his sight. . ..

One of the Russian war prisoners told me that
he was captured in the.environment of Berlin by
.a Seydlitz officer (Seydlitz is a general who, to-
gether with Paulus belong to the “Free German
:Committee,” created by the Stalinists), himself
from Berlin. This officer and the others had al-
ways lied to the prisoners and said that they were
‘going home. Only when they crossed the Russian
frontier did the prisoners understand what was
really going on. And only in one point had they
been told the truth: that they would live as equals
with the Russian civilians. That had been really
.true: He was sent to Stalino into a former con-
vict camp, where the civilians had exactly as
little as the war prisoners. I asked this man what
they were given to eat. He said: % of a-quart
watersoup with carrot leaves and 300 grams of
black and undone bread. Then the same bread

.
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and soup with other leaves. At other times green
tomatoes or green pickles and bread. No fat.

THE RUSSIAN "MODEL" CAMPS

When this war prisoner came to our office we
just had lunchtime and so we had time to listen
to his story. We are intérested to learn about
Russia, because everyone of us has a friend or
relative who is in Russian captivity. So we asked
him for an explanation of why there were other
war prisoners who could tell of better experi-
ences they had in Russia.

Yes, he answered, he himself had spoken to
one of them. There was a sport teacher from
Heiligenstadt (in the: Russian zone) who came
from a camp ‘not far from Moscow. In this “model”
camp the prisoners of war had even received
eake. The Russians are quite able to have two or
three of them. But these camps are only for se-
lected people, for example people from the “fa-
mous™ Seydlitz or Paulus army. -

Now I asked him why he had pronounced the
names of Seydlitz and Paulus in particular.

I told you, he said, that T was taken prisoner
by .a Seydlitz. officer. The first question he posed
to me was: “Where iz your watch?” The second:
“Where are your papers?”’ Thirdly, he gave me
a hard blow in the face. Then he took away from
me my watch and the papers. 1 could not under-
stand why the officer was so interested in my
family ‘status. I learned to understand this by
the treatment another prisener received, a Ober-
feldmeister in the rank of captain. He was beaten
by the officer until he delivered his wedding ring

—the officer had deduced from the family status

in the captain’s.papers.that he must have one.

After the beating of the captain the officer left
us, he continued. A Russian soldier came and asked
us if we had already received something to eat.
No, we had not! The soldier went away and soon
‘came back with a 'pail full of beefsoup from the
Russian kitchen and gave it to us. A woman de-
-clared she would bring us dishes. At this moment
the Seydlitz officer showed up again, asked who had
given us the food, took it away from us and said:
"You Nazi-swines would like to eat? Die in a ditch
shall .you.” -After four -days we received -our first
black Russian bread and pea soup.

On the way to the Russian frontier we pro-

STALINIST PRISON CAMP..."”

posed to ourselves to escape. The Polish popula-
tion offered to help us: False papers, food, clothes
—all that we could have from them and even
more. (I shall not tell you what the prisoner said
it was, for you have enough imagination.) But
the escape proved to be impossible . . . only ten
out of 100 had a chance. The mext'day an officer
came and said to us: “You all want to go home,
but there is among you the youth which cannot
separate itself from the Hitler régime. So you
must educate this youth and prevent them from
escaping. For every young man who escapes we
will select ten fathers and shoot them.” That was
the reason for me to remaip with the others.
That is part-of the story the prisoner told us.
Now he is here, has lost all his relatives and lives
(f(n the time being at least) in a bunker. He is
not able to work, but that is the case with nearly
all those re&urning from the “workers’ paradise.”

LEON TROTSKY'S

“THE NEW COURSE”

Gel-__ﬂlis historic essay on Russia, to-
gethér with ‘Max Shachiman's study
of the development of Russian totali-
tarianism.

NOW ON SALE: $1.00

(paper bound) 265 pages
‘Originally $1.50
Order from: : .

‘Workers l’ur_!fy Publications
4 Court Square
Long Island City 1, N. Y.

'Record of the Blum Cabinet:
A Stopgap for Capitalism

PA-RIS, Jan. 10—Socialist Premier
Leon Blum’s attempt to give France
a “psychological shock” by lowering
prices five per cent has been attend-
ed with so much fanfare that some
workers imagine prices are falling.
The French Employers’ Federation
in hailing Blum’s experiment as a
“return to sane economic concep-
tions"” gave the Socialists a kiss of
death.

After Blum’s régime permitted
prices of subway tickets to rise 100
per cent, trains 150 per cent, elec-
tricity 52 per cent, gas 48 per cent,
coal 25 per cent, steel 35 per cent
and food also up to Jan. 2, only then
was a five per cent cut decreed. Had
Blum made the five per cent cut ef-
fective as of November or even De-
‘cember prices, workers might have
gained something, however little,
however brief,

_In his_New Yeurs day broadcast
Blum qdmlﬁed° “For more than 10
years prices have been confinually
rising in France." Actually they have
been rising for more than 30 years.
Prices rose from January, 1946's 480
to December’s. 860 (1938 equals 100).
Since there are tremendous.shortages
of coal, electricity, gas, food, clothes,
plus the powerful marche neir, the
rising tendency has not halted.

Blum introduced “market purifi-
cation commissions” to spy on stores
and report rises to police. He intro-
duced “witness stores” to serve as
price standards for each community.
But at the same time, on Jan. 4,
Blum’s régime announced that
“three new types of French cheese
will soon resume their places in the
British diet.”While French workers
are underfed at 1800 calories a day

and receive a slice of cheese (100
grams) a week, Blum exports food.

"THE BRUSQUE HALT"

Moreover Blum, whose Popular
Front of 1946 under pressure of the
sit-down strikes had granted the 40-
hour week, announced on Jan. 2 that
labor had assured him it would “con-
sent to a 49-hour week in order to
increase production . . . full time
and a half for the eight extra hours
was not envisaged.”

The real situation under Blum has
been exposed by the Paris Stock Ex-
change (la Bourse) not by its steady
rise in stock values, but by its blunt
statement: "There is no new Blum
experience.”" It added: "M. Leon Blum
had to choose between a new raise of
wages . . . or a brusque halt. He has
chosen the brusque halt."

Skillful British analysts declared
of the SP slogan, ‘“stabilize prices
and save your pockets”: “Workers
in a number of French newspapers
and in the French Civil Service are
threatening to strike for higher
wages, and French industry as a
whole is still menaced with a wave
of strikes.”

What did Blum do about raising
workers’ wages? “M. Blum hopes to
stave off the labor troubles by im-
proving the buying power of the
workers’ wages instead of agreeing
to the workers’ demands for bigger
salaries.” ;

Newspaper workers who had been
on a slowdown strike for three days
were locked out by the publishers
yvesterday. Government funectionaries
were finally promised a small wage
increase by Blum; but they still
threaten to °strike. This despite a
General  Confederation of Labor
(CGT) agreement to use union work-

NMU Fight Goes to

(Continued from page 3)

p]oiti&g the decent sentiments of the
membership for Maritime unity. Cur-
ran has right on his side when he
charges that “the CMU is narrow.”
He might have added that it is a
Stalinist set-up with the aim of con-
trolling the waterfront in the inter-
ests of its political policies which
begin in the Kremlin.

Curran was especially bitter at
the Stalinist slander ecampaign and
pramises to tell the truth about the
CP faction in the leaderships He al-
ready revealed that it was Stack
who wanted to chase Smith out of
the union on the charges of being
“a fink.” “I didn’t raise any of that
muck, and rake it before the Coun-
¢il, that he was in office illegally,” he
said.

In answer to the charge of red-
baiting, he said: “I have not started
any war to oust the Communists out
of this union, nor will I. But if a
group of people, who call themselves
Communists, who are officers of the
union, are attempting to utilize that
party (Curran may or may mot be
naive)—then I think that party
should disassociate themselves from
these people, because they are not
Marxists by any streteh, not from
the small study I have made -of
Marxism; the party must disassoci-
ate themselves from these people.”

Elsewhere, Curran adds on this
point: “I think the Communist Par-
ty, if it is a Marxist Party, today
has allowed itself to degrade down
to the point where it is nothing but
a job security amalgamation on the
waterfront, and a rule or ruin group
on the waterfront.”

WHAT SHOULD BE DONE

Curran is correct when he denies
that the Stalinists in his union are
Marxists. But conelusion to be drawn
from ‘that is not that they are dif-
ferent from the Communist Party,
or that their “Marxism] is slightly
off, but that the Communist Party
itself is not a Marxist Party; quite
the contrary, it is anti-Marxist. The
Stalinist gang is not merely a “job
security amalgamation” but a well-
organized political group in the un-
ion, acting according to the “party
line” and fighting for the political
interests of Stalinism.

If Curran does not bear that con-
stantly in mind, he will never under-
stand why the Stalinists act as they
‘do. If he does not understand the in-
timate relationship between Russian
foreign ‘policy and Stalinist policy in
this country, he will never .under-
stand the Stalinist role as agents of
totalitarian Russia. No, the Commu-
nist Party will not separate itself
#rom its creatures in the NMU; on the
contrary, it will only organize their
fight more clever]ly and more system-
atically.

There appears to be no halting
this fight. The Stalinist gang is out
to get Curran; he is too dangerous

to their interests. And for Curran, -

this is a fight for his life in the un-
ion, whether he understands it or
not. After many years of association
with the Stalinists, he is beginning
to learn that they are the greatest
internal danger to unionism. But
Curran will come to understand that
he cannot fight them successfully un-
less he has a superior program of
progressive and militant unionism.
He must know that the Stalinists

can change their line repeatedly, ap-
pearing one day as super-patriots,
the next, as militant unionists.
Therefore he will have to expose
their lack of principle and their
trifling with the interests of the
union.

It is good that Curran refuses to
engage in ‘a red-baiting campaign.
That would be the worst thing he
could do;
At the same time it should not deter
him from an open and vigorous fight
against the Stalinists who can best
be defeated by superior policies, An
organizational fight against them
would resolve nothing and create the
dangers of a reactionary turn in
union polities and tacties.

it would be self-defeating. .

ers as “watch dogs” agdinst price
violations .and CGT agreement “to
support the prlce policy.”

France remains solidly wedged on
the inflation road. Her budget is dan-
gerously unbalanced. As Blum' is-

sued the “down five per cent” decree

the Bank of France issued.10 billion
franes of new notesy this week an-
other 12 billion were in circulation.
Bills in circulation rose from Janu-
ary 1946’s 579 billion franes to De-
cember’s 734 billion; or a 28.6 per
cent increase, despite ‘Blum’s acts.
Bank of France advances to the state
rose from 0 to 67 hillion francs.

ANTI-WORKING CLASS REGIME

Blum has made no effort to control
these new issues. Nor has the So-
cialist Party made a single step to
control profits, or to impose a tax on
capital. In 1946 production rose 100
per cent, prices rose 72 per cent and
profits of the larger corporations
rose almost 100 per cent. But wages
lagged far behind with only a gen-
eral 20 per cent rise. It is no wonder,
say informed observers, that Blum
has not been able to end strikes.

‘Socialist Party actions to prevent
wage increases and continue the lag
of wages behind prices, profits and

production are not the only anti-*

working class action Socialists have
led in four weeks of rule that end in
mid-January,

To crown its policy of opposing

wage increases for French workers
at home and opposing mdependence
of colonies, the ‘““all-Socialist” régime
practically took over the Saar coal
basin,
* 'Wherever it has acted the “all-
Socialist” régime has underlined its
hostility to workers of France, Indb-
‘China and the Saar,

Ranks - -

Curran, is on the right road in try-
ing to organize a fight against gov-
ernment encroachment on 'the rights
of the maritime workers. He is cor-
rect in trying to ‘establish unity be-
tween all maritime unions, ClO and
AFL. There are, however, some dan-
gers ahead in the craft ideology of
the AFL unions, their practice of Jim
Crow and red-baiting. But if Curran
is uncomprnmlsbng. he can do a great
deal to change these conditions.
Unity of all maritime workers and un-

ions would make them an unbeuhble .

force on the waterfront huf it can

“enly be done by a genuine and viger-

ous union program, by defeating the
_gnvernmell‘l policy, the shipping com-
panies dnd the Stalinists,

Program of the
Workers Party

I. For Price Control by Labor and the Consumers

Wipe out profiteering and high prices-by action. Only the workers
can control prices. Labor must have the decisive voice in determining
the prices of consumer commodities. For wage increases without price

increases. For popular price control committees.

Il. For a Living Wage

IV. Tax the Profiteers

V. Nationalize Big Business

to Palestine or any country

Veterans

additional dependent.

year of service.
IX. For Peace and Freedom

ment

1. For an immediate wage increase to meet the rising cost of living.

2. For an escalator ¢lause in every union contract to provide for
automatic wage increases to cover any additional price rises.

3. For job and wage security through a guaranteed -annual wage,
providing for # $5000 annual minimum per family.,

Il. Clear the Slums! Build Homes!

1. For a 250 billion dollar five-year program to provide decent
housing at. low rental for all and an extensive public works plan to
provide schools, hospitals and other needed community facilities.

2. For a national plan to begin work immediately on the erection
of 26 million permanent low=cost housing units.

Fot a 100 per cent on all wartime profits above five per cent on
invested capital. For a $25,000 ceiling on all annual incomes.

For the nationalization of the big monopolies: the industrial estab-
lishments, transportation and communication systems and the banks,
To be owned by the nation and operated under workers’ control.

V. End Discrimination Against the Negro People

For full social, polltlcal and economiec equality for Negroes.

Vil. Open the Doors 'I'o the Jews

For full and unrestricted immigration into the United States by
the persecuted and homeless Jews of Europe.

2. For the right of the Jewish people to unrestncted immigration
their choice.

VIIl. For Full Economic and Educational ‘Opportunities for

1. Readjustment allowancqgon-the-job training subsidy provided
by ‘the GI Bill of Rights, to be based on a wage of $40 a week for sin-
gle veterans and '$55 for married veterans, ‘plus $6 a week for each

2. For immediate granting of a federal bonus of $1,000 for each

1. For the right of all peoples and nations to dec:de their own fu-
ture. For self-determination for all nations. For freedom of the colonies.

2. For the withdrawal o?f all armies of occupation. Bring the
American troops home. For an end to conscription

X. For an Independent Labor Party -and a Workers Govern-

For an independent Laber Party of the workers n‘ndl working farm-
ers based on the trade unions. Break with the Republican and Demo-
cratic Parties. For a government of and by labor.

FOR A SOCIALIST AMERIC_‘A AND PLENTY FOR ALL!

-
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AVrite to Box 221 for information.’

BALTIMORE

Headquarters: 21 'W. Preston St.

Méetings of the Socialist Youth
Leagie are held every Friday at 8
p.m, Publi¢c forums are held the sec-
ond TFriday of each month.

BUFFALO
HEADQUARTERS: 639 Main St.
Open meetings on Sunday evenings.
CHICAGO
"LABOR ACTION, 1501 W. Madison,
2nd floor, Chleago 7.~
Telephone—CHHEsapenke 5708
OMce hours: 3-6:80 p.m. daily, ex-
cept Bundays. Tuesday and Wednes-
day evenings.
" CLASSES—every Friday night at
8 o'clock on a series of Marxist clas-
gics. Led by Albert Goldman. First
class begins Friday, January 10, on
“Socialism, Utopian and Scientific.”
FORUM— EVERY SUNDAY AT 3
P. M. .
-~ SOETALIST YOUTH
TIVITIES: Business
days at 7:00 p.m,
Youth Forum—every Sunday eve-
ning at 8:00 o'clock.

JHAGUE AC-
setings—Sun-

January 25— Mexican Discrimina-
tion. Speaker, Jesse Durant, presi-
dent, Mexican IProgressive Youth
Club.

CLEVELAND :

The Cleveland branch of the Work-
ers” Party meets every Thursday at
$:00 p.m. in Carnegie Hall, 1220 Huron

oad.

The Cleveland branch of the Social-
ist Youth League meets every Tues-
day—definite headquarters not yet es-
tdablished.

Max Shachtman will speak to an

open meeting of the Workers DParty,

on “Is a Third World War Inevita-
ble? ' at 8:00 p.m., Sunday, February
2, ‘At Cornegie Hall, 1220 Huron Road.

Youth soclals are held every Fnday
night.

For further information write Ber-
nard Doiglas, P. O. Box 1190, Sta. B,
Cleveland, Ohio.

DETROIT .
" Headquarters: 6341 Gratiot, Rooms
9 and 10. Telephone: PLaza. 5559,
Public Meeting. Hear Max Shacht-
mdn,; National Chairman, Workers
Party, on “Socialism—the Only Road
to Peace and Security,” Sunday, Feb.
9, 8 p.m,; Twelece Horsemen's Civic
Centeér, Red Room; Erskine and John
R; Admission 36 cents.
. “Write or phone for
about the .discussion group on
linigm.}". .

LOS ANGELES
Haedquarters at 316% W. Pico near
Qlive. Telephone RIchmond 7-3230.
‘Office hours:“12 to 3 p.m. daily, ex-
cept Sunday; also 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. on
Monday and Friday.

LOUISYILLE

For other information regarding
LLABOR ACTION, New International
and * Workers Party — Write Robert
Durant, Box 1181, Louisville, Ky.
NEWARK

HEADQUARTERS: 248 Market St

OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday—3 to 6
p; 'm.; Wednesday—12 to 3 p. m.;
Saturday—3 to 4 p. m.

Forums every Friday at 8:30 pm.
at Labor Action Hall, 248 Market 5t.:

January 31—"THE STRUGGLE Ol°
VIET: NAM AGAINH’I‘ FRENCH IM-

Speakcr ‘Baul ‘Berg.
Refreshments.

information
“Sta-

ﬁ:w Yogx &y

CPI‘Y CENTER:/114 West 14th St.,
third ‘floor. Open every day from 10
a.m. to: 10:30 pm except Saturday
until & p.m, : =~

 Telephone: CHelsea 2-9681.

‘¥ou' are welcdomeé to attend ull open
Bratich mieetings of the Workera Par-
W in'New York City.

‘BRONX ‘BRANCH: Meets | every
Thifrsday at  8:15 p.an. at’ Wilkins
Hall, '1330 ‘Wilkina Ave., Bronx.
YHARLEM BRANCH:' Meetd every
Wednasdny 8:15° p.m. at the Workers
Party ' "Hesdquarters, 2143 ‘Seventh
Ave. Qnea.r 126th St.), room 106. !

CENTRAL’ BRANCH: Meéets every
Wednesday, 8:15 p.m. at the Workers

'Pa.rty City Centcr, 114 West 14th bt,
third floor.

CHELSEA BRANCH: Meets every
Thursday, 8:15 p.m. at the Workers
Party City Center, 114 West 14th 5t.,
third floor.

SATURDAY AFTERNNON BRANCH:
Meets every Saturday at 2:30 p.m. at

the Workers Party City Center, 114
West -..th 8t.,, third floor.
BROOKLYN BOROUGH HALL

BRANCH: Meets every Wednesday at
8:15 p.m. atthe Workers Party Head-
guarters, 276 Fulton St., second floor.

BROOKLYN-BROWNSVILLE, EAST
NEW YORK BRANCH: Meets every
Wednesday at 8:156 p.m. at De Luxe
Palace, 568 Howard Ave. (near Pit-
kin Ave.).

SOCIALIST YOUTH LEAGUE: Meets
every Friday at 8:15 p.m. at the
Workers Party “Headquarters, 276
Fulton St., second floor.

For further information concerning
the WORKERS PARTY, the SOCIAL-
IST YOUTH LEAGUE and LABUR
ACTION SCHOOL in New York City
please write or visit the Workers
‘Party City Center at 114 West 14th
St., third floor, or phone CHelsea
2-9681.

READING

For information regarding the ac-
tivities and affairs of the Reading
Branch of the Workers Party ad-
dress: P. O. Box 1671.

Regular Class on the “Role of the
Party in the Fight for Socialism" ev-
ery Monday evening at 8:30.

Jack Brad, writer for LABOR AC-
TION and The New International, will
discuss “American Pollicy in Japan”
at a forum of the Rgading Branch on

Monday, January 20, at 8 p.m. The
place—Quakers Hall, 126 North 1Uth
Street.

PHILADELPHIA

HEADQUARTERS: 1139 West Ger-
ard Avenue (3rd door).
“WP branch meets Wednesday at
8 pom.
Socialist Youth League meets Fri-
day at 8:00 p.m,
cents,
LABORR ACTION FORUM BSBERIES:
Labor Action Forum Heries:
Sunday, January 26; A symposium,
“Which Road Must the thn} Take?

Speakers: Clarence Z. Jackson,
lﬁ\lludLlNliu, Tribune; RErnest R, Me-
Kinney, Workers Party; Dr. John K.
Rice (or alternate), North IPhiladel-
phia Civie League. .

Sunday, February 2: "“Germany—
The Next Stage.”

Bpeaker: Joe Arnold.

All forums will be held at Labor
Action Hall, northeast corner of 1Zth

and Girard, a.f_ 8: 00 p.m.

SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA

For information on the activities
of the Workers DParty in the Ban
Francisco Bay area write: LABOR
ACTION, 466 Tenth 8t., Room 204,
Qakland 7, Calif.

Open forums held every other Sun-
day, starting Sunday, January 1%
Forums held at above address (a few
doors off Broadway on Tenth). For-
ums start at 8:00 p.m. Admission trec.
Refreshments  served. For exact
schedule of dates and subjects, wrile
above address.

SEATTLE

For information write to P. 0. Box
143, University Post Office, Seattle,
Wash.

L ]

For information of Workers Party
addresses and activities in cities not
listed above, write to Workers Party,
4 Court Sguare, Long Island City 1.
N. Y.

Vi . S
Note to Readers:

We have a number of back
copies of The New International,
which we will send as sample
copies for the price of postage.
Send us your name and address,
together with a three-cent stamp,
or send us a list of your friends
who you think should know about
the NI, and enclose three c¢ents
per name.

®

N-EW' INTERNATIONAL

4 Court Sq., Long Isl. City 1, N. Y.
- s

A REPORT ON THE RECENT SWP CONVENTION

Bureaucratism and Political Weakness

If the convention had committed
no ‘other outrage than the -expulsion
of Comrades Jeffries and Morrow, it
would have been sufficient to mark a
milestone in the bureaucratization of

‘the SWP. And yet, placed beside the
* conduct of the convention as a whole,

the expulsions almost begin t6 take
on the appearance of minor bureau-
cratie acts....

To give the most devastating pic-
ture of this convention, it is merely
necessary to record one by one the
procedures taken and the motions
passed.

On the eve of the convention (lit-
erally thé night before) the Minority
was informed that the traditional
custom of equal. time for National
Committee Minority reporters was to
be disregarded. The Minority was to
be granted one hour to the Majority’s
hour and a half for the International
reports and three-quarters of an
hour to the Majority’s hour and a
quarter for the reports on the
“American Theses.” Two pretexts for
this unheard of procedure were ad-
vanced by the Majority: (1) that
the Minority was, after all, a “small
minority,” and 2() that the minor-
ity had only to criticize while the
Majority had to give “a complete
picture of events.”...

This was only a foretaste of what
was to come. When the 'discussion

Where You Can Buy
Labor Action and
‘New International
AKRON

Kallas Cigar Store, 1 W. Market St

News Exchange, 51 5. Main St

National News Co., 333 8. Main 3t.

La Salle Confectionery, 620 8. Main
St. .

BALTIMORE

Fayette and Calvert Streets

CLEVELAND

Wheatman's Store, 719 Prospect Ave.
DETROIT

Carl's Bookstore,
near Clairmont,

Cads Warren Drugstore,
Wayne University.

Family Newsstand, downtown, in
front of Family Theater.

Highland Park Newsstand,
Woodward, neay Davison.

LOUISYILLE

Eilers Bookshop, betw. Liberty and
Jefferson on 3rd.

NEWARK

91 Barkley Btreet.

168 Belmont Ave.

Northeast corner, Market and Mul-
berry.

READING

Southwest corner, Fifth and Penn
Sts LABOR ACTION only.

PHILADELPHIA

LATBOR ACTION:
N.I. cor. 11th and Walnut.
N.W. cor. 13th and Market.
N.E. cor. Broad and Arch,
N.E, cor. 15th and Market.
S.E. cor. 19th and Market.
N.E. cor. 16th and Seybert.
Nr. N.E. cor. Broad St and Girard
Ave. .
New International:
N.E. cor. 11th and Walnut.
N.W. cor. 13th and Market.
N.E. cor. Broad and Arch.
N.E. cor. 156th and Market.
Nt 'E: dor. Broad and’ Columbia.

SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA
San Francisco:

2059 Fillmore St.

Golden Gate News Agency, 81 3rd
Street,

McDonald's Bookstore,
St.

Paul Elder's Bookstore, 239 Post St.
(NI only).

9109 Woodward,

opposite

13501

867 Mission

Berkeley: !

. Whelens, Bancroft and Telegraph.

SEA'I'TLE

102 Washington Street.

-the discussion on U.

Va T s ™ .

“‘Séveral weeks ‘ago’ we printed a notice of ‘the expulsion of Felix

Y

Morrow and David Jeffries from the Socialist Workers Party at that
organization's recent convention in Chicago. The purpose of that bureau-
cratic ection by the Cannon leadership of the SWP was to deprive the .
SWP. Minority of its leadership. Since then the SWP Minority has Issued
an appeal to all the sections of the Fourth International to move for
the reversal of the expulsion at the forthcoming World Congress of the
Fourth International. The document issued by the Minority is teo Icng
for total publication here, but we excerpt below sections of it describ-

ing the SWP convention, for the information of our readers—Editor.

N

‘

began fromh the floor on the Interna-
tional report, Minority speakers
were ignored as four consecutive ma-
jority speakers took the stand. When
this procedure was protested by the
Minority and a motion for alternate
speakers put before the convention,
the protest was cut short and the
motion voted 'down without so much
as an argument in justification. All
in all, six Majority speakers got the
floor to only one representative of
the Minority....

¢ The remainder of the convention
continued in the same pattern. In
S. Tasks only
one additional Minority speaker got
the floor as against a dozen Majority
supporters. The final touch came in
the “Unity” discussion on the final
evening of the convention. The Ma-
jority reporter had spoken for his
half-hour period and had been
unanimously granted a ten-minute
extension. Immediately thereafter,
the Minority reporter requested a
ten-minute extension at the end of
his time and was just as unanimous-
ly refused.

L]

After reading this account of the
organizational procedure of the con-
vention it does not take a great deal
of imagination to realize what the
political tone must have been. From
the very first speech when E. R.
Frank consciously distorted the en-
tire- Minority position on interna-
tional questions, attributing to it po-
sitions it had never taken, no one
from the Majority attempted to
make an honest presentation of what
the Minority stood for and argue
against it fairly. Falsification and
abuse became the substitute for ar-
gumentation. When the Minority as-
serted, for example, that a major
economic crisis in America would be
postponed for a few ' years, every
Majority speaker was quick to at-
tack the Minority for faith in the

4

permanent ;m'osmmty of American
capitalism. This method was stand-
ard procedure for the entlre conven-
tion..

It is impossible to plumb- the
depths to which the Cannonites dé-
scended in this convention. Personal
attacks on members of the Mmonty,
the signal for which was given by
Cannon in his hour-and-a-half sum-
mary on the “American Theses,”
brought down the house in thunder-
ous applause more reminiscent of a
football rally than a serious' political
gathering, All any ‘'speaker was re-
quired to do in order to obtain an
ovation was to launch into personal
defamation of the Minority. Minority
speakérs were met with the gredtest
hostility, manifested by constant
jeering, hissing and other disturb-
ances during the speeches, This was
the atmosphere necessary to pave
the way for the expulsions. '

We could speak, in addition; of
the political dishonesty of the Ma-
jority; of its refusal, for example, to
vote on the Jewish resolution and

- thereby take a position; of ‘its' two

key amendments to the wage-price
resolution which destroyed two''of
its main arguments against the Mi-
nority position; of its sudden ‘recog-
nition, in reporting on U. 8. Taskk;
of the importance of “all-sided po-
litical activity” in order to disarm
the Minority eriticism—we could
speak in detail of all this, which in
itself constitutes the most damning
indictment of the Majority. But of
what additional import would. this
be against the background we have
already described? The degeneration
of Cannonism has already gone so
far that it is no longer necessary to

take special note of its political dis-
'honeqty—thls is accepted as a mat-
.ter of course, as something to be ex-
pected from the Majority, and we
concentrate our fire upon the newest
stage of degeneration—open organi-
zational bureaucracy.. ..

CHICAGQ READERS, ATTENTION'

Campangn Bally

Sundcy. February 16 — 7:30 l’. M.

SI(Y ROOM —_— MAJESTIC HOTEI.
29 WEST QUINCY STREET -

SPEAKERS
Albert Goldman
Sccialism's Candidate for Mayor

Max Shachtman
National Chairman, Workers Party

A Rave Note on
Ranger Column

Congratulations to Jack Ranger
and his column, “Tapping the Wall
Street Wire.” He does a fine job of
analysis and documentation. The
treatment on 1-13-47 of “A Close-up
of the Economy” Substantiated the
suspicions of the lower and middle
classes that they are all once more
playing at the game of making “ends
meet.” Practlcally everyone is work-
ing at a job and working full time,
yet, almost as universally, no one is.
quite earning enough to make ex-
‘penses. !

- Folks can pay for their food, cloth-
ing and housing, but those unexpect-
ed essentials such as replacing a
blown tire or doctor’s bill drain away
even more than the last dollar of the
previous pay. So there is nothing to
do but to cash' a war bond and when
they are gone to get a loan from the
sharks. It's not a question of a worker
not being able to buy what he pro-
duces or even what he wants but
rather a question of not even being
able to buy all those essentials of life
which he and his family urgently
need.

_One only has to look back a few

-years, to before the war boom, to see

that this state of affairs is not a new
one. . Who does not remember the
mortgaged homes, the surrendered
.msurance policies and the gutted

savings accounts! Also, who does not
remember the domestic situations
which arose from these conditions;
the feeling of {frustration in the
wage earner who could not earn
enough to support his family, the de-
spair of the thrifty wife when bud-
gets never quite worked out, the
children who accused their parents
of denying them the good things of
life, the parents who relentlessly re-
minded the child of the great sac-
rifices they were making in his be-
half, the crossfire heiween the par-
ents accusing each other of wasting
money and of incompetence,

All the homes across the country
will, or rather are, beginning once
again to feel the social implications
of . the economy as pictured by Ran-
ger. The aged and the children will
become an unbearable burden on
those between 20 and 40 years of age.
The middle aged beyond 40 are find-
ing it difficult to obtain employment.

. Each day every household receives

its share of “misery in small doses.”

The capitalist system certainly
makes the domestic situations diffi-
cult if not imposible because of the
economic straits which exist in most
homes, Instead of attacking the sys-
tem which is responsible, the mem-
bers of most families wear themselves
out in ceaseless and fruitless battle
with each other.

1 believe Ranger's ‘‘Close-up of the
Economy” is a true picture and also

R SR U

that the domestic crises which I have
tried to picture will almost inevita-
ing a real home should seriously con-
sider how he can remove-the great-
est obstacles which bar his achieve-
ment.

Frank Harper.

Once Agam. the

s F

Palestine Issue
Dear Editor:

In the course of Albert Gates' re-
ply to Ed Findley, Gates writes that
“British imperialism is also vigor-
ously assisted by the attitude of the
Jews toward the Arabs, when the lat-
ter express themselves toward the
Arabs in a language that is, from the
point of socialism and international-
ism, impermissible, reactionary, cou-
pled with overtones of ‘racism.’”

Now, Gates does NOT write “atti-
tude of Jewish leaders,” as he does
when he writes “British imperialism
has succeeded with the: assistance of
the. Arab overlords, in whipping up
resistance and resentment; of large
segments of the Arab masses to Jew-
ish immigration.”

Gates does not mention the fact
that the bulk of the Arab masses,
misled by their leaders and the Brit-
ish, not on®W oppose Jewish immi-
gration, but have also organized mass
pogroms against the Jews and “have
expressed themselves toward the
bly accompany the economy. The

only way to eliminate these domes-
tic crises is to build a socialist world
by building a socialist movement.
Anyone seriously interested in build-
Jews in a language that is, from the
point of socialism and international-

ism, impermissible, reaction, cou-
pled with overtones of ‘racism.”

Overlocking the recent concentra-
tion camps, ferror, floggings, ete., in
Palestine, Gates still seems to be un-
der the influence of the Stalinist
propaganda which has told us that
the Jews enter Palestine as impe-
rialist oppressors and as agents of
British imperialism.

Gates reminds us that “we are dis-
cussing the question before audiences
which attract many Jews, and the
majority of them do not have what
is, in our opinion, a clear and correct
position on the question. We are ap-
pealing to them because we have di-
rect contact with them and because
they hold a key to the solution of
this whole question.”

Gates is so anxious to disassociate
himself from and correct the chau-
vinist attitude of many Jews that he
forgets that the main problem is to
correct and disassociate ourselves
from the bulk of the American pub-
lic who have anti-Semitic prejudices
and who believe that the Jews have.
been oppressing the Arabs.

As for Gates’ lamentable statement
that “the Jews desire to go to a coun-
try which is predominantly Arab. In
coming to such a country, the respon-

e & @

sibility of Jéws for a corréct attitude
toward the Arab is greater than that
of the Arabs, especially because of
the latter’s hostlhty to “dnéreased
Jewish immigration. The /Jéws have
to overcome this hostility and win
the Arabs to their side; they cannot
do it except on the basis of our pro-
grdam,” may I suggest that -before
Gatés reminds us ‘with a'paternal-at-
titude  that' “emotiorl ‘ahd seéntiment,
however understandable, will" not
solve the problem of the Jews in
Palestine,” that he learn thatone
does rot have to prove to'oneself all
the time that he'is pot one of “those
bad Jews after-all” -
Comradely yours,

Irving Berg.
[ I it

It 15 quite impossible to reply ade-
cuatély to thé many statéments made
above without writing a lengthy arti-
cle on the Jewish question. Berg, un-’
fortunately, is overlooking everything
we have written at great length on

this problem in its variods manifes-

tations. Otherwise he could net:write
that we overlook the widéspread.anti-
Semitism in this country. On the con-
trary, as our readers are fully aware,
we have given consistent attention
to it. The only thing-I can do at this
point ‘is to ‘ask our readers'to wateh
for an article which I am preparing
for a future issue of The New Inter-
national, where these problems will
be treated in detail.
Albert Gates.

Comrades ‘Morrow - and Jeffries
wére not expelled on any ‘specific
charges, but on a general chargc of
“disloyalty and disruption,” reminis-
cent, even in its phraseology, of the
Stalinist method. These general

_charges, designed in the first place

to conceal the real political motiva-
tion for the expulsiohs, Were >sub-
stantiated by “examples” of organi-
zational “disloyalty” but it is' ex-
tremely significant that these three
“examples,” the only conérete justi-
fications for the convention' aetion,
were not'in’ themselves the’ grounds
for expulsion—they remaihed ‘mere-
‘ly “exdriples.” The reason for thid i
not hard“to find, If the Catnonites
are backed to thé' wall 'and’'the¥e
three' “examples™ torn to the groutid
in subdequént 'international “discus:
sion, ‘they" ‘will be ‘able ‘to maintaih
that this chgnges ‘nothing sincé’ the
expulsu)ns were baded on “general”
dlsloyalty' Thus there 1s always a
way out.il
Our analysis'has shown how ﬂlrhéy
is the case for ‘the outrageol‘zs ex-
pulsions. In"the light 0f this'we ap-
peal to all sections of the Fourth In-
ternational to' voice' fhew 'pfotést
against these bureaucratic’ measures
and we appeal specifically "to the
coming World Congress of the Tn-
ternational to reverse these exptil-
sions and reinstate Comrades Mor-
row and Jeffries in the Socialist
Workers Party.

‘The ' bureaueratism of this SWP
convention, marking a new’ stage in
the* bureaucratlmtmn of the party,
is, like all bureaucratism, the sign of
terrible political weaknesq Unable,
as the whole ‘course of the discussion
in géneral and the convention in par-
ticular have revealed, either to coun-
ter " the political positions 'of the
Minority or to selve the problems of
the Tevolutionary movement, the Ma-
jority resorts to bureauecratic viola-

tions in the first case and to ritua-

listic exhortations in the second.
Neither of these will advance the
cause of revolutionary socialism one
inch; on the contrary, they set it
back immeasurably. The continually
increasing - bureaucratism in the
SWP is analogous to the rising mer-
cury in a fever thermometer; it
marks the growing disease of the
organism.
Fraternally,

The SWP Minority.
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Conference
Of Ohlo WP

By G. McDERMOTT

CLEVELAND—Ohio members of the
Workers Party have just concluded
their first state conference. f

“The' “meeting of members of the
Clévéland, ‘Akron and Youngstown-
Warren banches, as well as individ-
ual members ‘from “other Ohio cities,
took pl‘elt:e In “Cleveland. Nathan
Gould national orgamza‘tmnal secre-
tary of ‘theé"‘party, visited the confer-
énce for-the ‘National Office in New
YOtk “City. “Menibers’ of -the Clevé-
land Socialist Youth League as well
as friénd§ ‘and syrﬁpathlzers of the
Workers Party were present. .

“Efforts ‘of “the 'union movement fo
bétter' labor's eonditions wereone of
the'‘chief’ Subjects'” discussed as émili-
{ants “frotn ' 4 ‘number: of CIO and
AFL/16cals Took  up this 'subject. Pai-
trcl}iatlon in‘ i.he fight "for veterans’
rights also’ was dist:ussed ‘as ‘was the
_bm‘lding‘ of 4" strcmg Somallst Youth
movéméﬂt Methods ' of increasmg the
citeulation '6f ‘ABOR 'ACTION, The
New International’ ‘and publlcatxoﬁs
of‘the Workers Part‘y were consid-
eréd) [RRT RS- FA )

*The i conference laid plans for
strengthening the Ohio branches and
for establishing new branches in
other Ohio cities. €loser cooperation
between . cities  was' ‘planned and a
permanent Ohio committee set up to
make' this possible,

Negro and white workers, women
workers, -housewives, - veterans and
students allparticipated in the ex-
change of ideas, experience and in-
formation. The Ohio comrades re-

lur-neg to - their homes determined °

and inspired to.build the Workers
Party in Ghio and the nation into:.a
force powerful enough to lead the
mass of workers, small "tarmers and
oppressed minorities toward a so-
cialist tomorrow.

g’r'

n’{\

$1.oo for s.x Monihs

By N!NRF JUDD -"

w. {-ulle this opporfum'}y foiBnnounde ‘plans for ‘a 'LABOR ACT‘ION wb-
scription drive to be held throughout the counfry, begimiilng on’ March 1 of
this‘yeal and’ ending 'on’Mareh 31i-a oneimonth’ subscription campéign. This
drive’ will Be in conjunction ‘with™ the “seventli ‘anniversary of the ‘founding eof
the 'Workers Party, and lfs mm wlll be to get 2 OI}O new subscribers to our

paper.

L

We are announcing this campaign well in adva‘nce of schedule, so that
all LABOR ACTION agents and comrades of the Workers Party who will
bear the brunt of the job of getting these 2,000 subs can know about it and
be prepared'to participate in-‘this work. We are attempting something novel
in ‘this' campaign—a campaign of short duratlon, sweet and snappy, in-

tended to have a quick success.

This means that the campaign must be thoroughly planned in advance
so’ that on''March 1 it can get off to a speedy start. Details on ‘various
aspects of the campaign will shortly be announced: quotas, prizes for best
sub-g‘etters, a special subscription offe¥, ¢te. ‘The Press Department plans
to give plenity of assistance to its supporters in the form of a gift sub-
scription 'offér, posteérs and publicity’ and ‘prizes. This ‘campaign will be 'a
real test-of the' popularity of the paper and ‘the ability and initiative of
its supporters The date set to begin is March 1, 1947—the t1me to start

preparations is now.

The following subscriptions and renewals were received during the week,

with Philadelphia‘taking the lead:
PHILADELPHIA

‘San Francisco ..
Buffale
Clevéland ..
Louisville
New York City
Chicago
Detroit
Lios ‘Angeles
West Virginia
Miscellaneous

Chicago’s branch organizer, Comrade Ferguson,
of 1,000 extra copies of LABOR ACTION containi
ment -of the ‘Goldman mayotrdlty campaign,

He adds;

writes us of the receipt
ing the first announce-
and their successful distribution.

“We're about to recreate the LABOR' ACTION
following' new ‘elections. I'm hoping this will R ey

sales ‘on their 'feet again agd get that buridle p

finally get LABOR ACTION
aid for-regularly, not to men-

tion drrears. The maybralty campaign should put LABOR ACTION in the

rplling_ agai_n ”

I Wunt to Subscrlbe io _
THE MEW EIGHT-PAGE
l. A ' OR

4 Court Square, I.ong Island C|l'y 1.N. Y.

ACTION

Address 1 AT AR e e
CRtY .iininsinmmsinmmmminsssentassisssssivsssssesss SOM@ucrrvnenr. State. A
§a Cenis for Slx Monﬂls $l.ﬁo for a Year
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Lenin, Lfebknechf,

Luxemburg:

this occasion to commemorate the
of the soclalist movement.

lution in the world. But Lenin was

and conceptions of lasting validity.

a symbol of the entire movement.

tionists who reached their bloom

maintain contact with the masses

pirations. which form the groundw
pressed in this revolutionist’s life,
who murdered Luxemburg.

revolution?
Yet in the minds and hearts of

tice, we feel that we are continuing

On this page we are commemorating three of the titans of twentieth
century history—V, I. Lenin, Rosa Luxemburg and Karl Liebknecht. Thijs
~month it Is 2B years since Luxemburg and Liebknecht were murdered in
Germany by henchmen of the Social Democracy during the wave of
revolutionary fervor which swept the European working class after the
Russian Revolution; and, as has been customary in our press, we seize

The name of Lenin is well known in this country. Probably the
most impressive human figure of our century, Lenin has by now be-
come inseparably linked with the first successful working class revo-

Revol}:tion—tremendcus achievement though that was; he was also-
a major thinker in the socialist movement who contributed writings

and fully devoted to the cause of human liberation that he has become

" to none. In her own way, she cham-

was killed by gunmen in the hire of the German capitalists and their
wretched accomplices, the Social Democrats. '
Linked with Rosa’s name is that of Karl Liebknecht. Though not
as eminent a theoretician as either Lenin or Luxemburg, he was one
of the most beloved and fearless of that heroic generation of revolu-

War. Liebknecht was a man of warmth and had a superb abjlity to

bered for his stirring anti-war speeches in Germany during the first
imperialist war, for which he suffered imprisonment. The human as-

They were of the heroic generation, these three. There were others
with them: Trotsky, Rakovsky, Bukharin, and many, many others. In the
succeeding years of Stalinist counter-revolution and reaction, many of
this generation were murdered, others had their memories besmirched
and still others their names taken in vain. For who can doubt that such
incorruptible revolutionary and democratic socialists as these three
would have viewed with hatred and horror the totalitarian monster of
Stalinism which has dealt so many death blows to the cause of socialist

the keen memory of Lenin, Liebknecht and Luxemburg. In our work
to build a socialist society, in our desire to study the experiences and
writings of our predecessors and in our passion to rebel against injus-

No human work could be more vital.

memories of these master bullders

not only the leader of the Russian
And he was a man so passionately

Though Luxemburg and Lieb-
knecht are not .as well known in
America, excépt to active revolu-
tionary socialists, there is every
reason why they should be.

Rosa Luxemburg is a unique figure
not only in modern but in world his-
tory. She was a woman of powerful
intellect who entered into intellect-
ual combat with the impressive so-
cialist theoreticians of her day and
showed that her ability was second

pioned the revolutionary concep-
tions in Poland and Germany which
Lenin championed in Russia against
those reformist socialists who were
beginning to make of socialism a
form of polite liberalism. She was
the active leader of the left wing of
the German movement, went to jail
during the First World War because
of her anti-imperialist convictions,
was a leader of the tragic Sparta-
cist revolt in post-war Germany and

during and after the First World

of people. He is especially remem-

ork of the socialist cause were ex-
also cut short by the same thugg

all revolutionary socialists there is

along the paths which they cleared.

By ARTHUR STEIN : L

ANUARY 21 marks the twenty:
second anniversary of the death

of V. I. Lenin. It has become a tra-
dition in our movement to note this
date with meetings and articles in
commemoration of this hero of his-
_tory’s only successful proletarian
revolution; the memory of Lenin
continues with us as a symbol of a
period in which the international
working class saw. its greatest tri-
umps and was imbued with a never-
again-duplicated optimism and self-

confidence.

Lenin was the product of a gener-
ation of revolutionary heroes—he
was the contemporary of figures like
Karl Liebknecht, Rosa Luxemburg,

Three Titans of the Socialis

and Leon Trotsky. One would search
in vain for similar personalities in
our time: the peculiar combination
of an independent, imaginative and
firm theoretical understanding, a
spotless personal integrity, an abso-

lutely selfless devotion to human.

progress, and a tireless energy and
towering organizational genius is
difficult to find in single individuals.
This lack, of course, is but a mani-
festation of the differences between
the time of Lenin and our own time.

A MAN WHO LED
A FULL, RICH LIFE
Lenin’s life, completely centered

around the struggle for human free-
dom, was certainly the fullest, rich-

est, and most productive imaginable.
It was one of the rare examples of
an almost complete lack of waste: all
of Lenin's energies went into his
life’s work. His contributions to rev-
olutionary socialism are truly re-
markable. He is the author of one
of the most authoritative classics in
the economic literature of the world
—“The Development of Capitalism in
Russia.” Lenin’s other major contri-
butions to Marxist economic liter-
ature, “Imperialism,” and “State
and Revolution” have long been one
of the indispensable tools of our
movement  everywhere. But his se-
lected and collected works contain
some of his most important contribu-
tions on fevolutionary polities, the

t Revolution

class struggle, role of the party,
economic and political questions,

In the course of the many polemics
in which he engaged the opponents
of Marxism from all sides, Lenin
produced many interesting contribu-
tions to the literature of Marxist
philosophy. His most important work
in that field is “Materialism and
Empirio-Criticism,” which he com-
pleted in 1908. A volume -called
“Marx-Engels-Marxism” contains a
collection of his shorter writings on
this subject. ;

In any attempt to evaluate the sig-
nificance of all Lenin's life, however,
what should be pointed to as his mos#
important objective achievement is
probably his reveolutionary serious-

'One of Lenin’s Greatest Achievements

Is His Still Valid Study of Imperialism

By ABE VICTOR

It so happens that Lenin's booklet Imperialism
was exactly thirty years old several months ago;
but it is not merely as an anniversary, however
jmportant the book, that Lenin’s Imperialism de-
serves renewed consideration. The problem of im-
perialism continues to plague all of humanity; the
analysts of imperialism, on the other hand, shrink
back into the safety of obscure jottings and pro-

+ tected musings about a world cancer which calls

for boldness, for thoroughness and for the cour-
age to face an unpleasant truth.

Analysis of the economic and political nature
of imperialism, not merely by the sober and far-
seeing advocates of world socialism, but even by

the bourgeois economists, however deluded they

were, was a growing, developing, internationally
accepted project in the journals of the nineteenth
and early twentieth centuries. The world in 1860
had passed far beyond the Imperium Romanum,
the empire which Julius Caesar founded in 45 BC,
when he flung the tentacles of his military ma-
chine and with them his personal power into all
Roman countries, and entrenched this power by
assuming the title “Imperator.” The world had, in
fact, passed far beyond anything like the Greek
Empire of Alexander the Great, or of the Em-
peror Charlehagne of southwestern Europe.

.Economists in the second half of the nineteenth
century were concerned with the imperialism of
the most highly developed bourgeois economies,
the imperialism of the western nations, the impe-
rialism which emerged directly from the structural
character of finance capital.

BACKGROUND TO IMPERIALISM

In the third volume of Capital, Karl Marx un-
dertaok, for the first time, to demonstrate the sub-
division of capital into industrial, commercial and
money capital. This was the beginning of the evo-
lution of all modern analysis of imperialism.
On the basis of the analysis furnished by Marx,
Kautsky, Hilferding, Bauer and Cunow were able
to develop the analysis of banking, the relation of

the banks to monopoly capitalism, the centraliza- ’

tion of the banking system, the export of capital
abroad, and the subordination to foreign branch
banking of the staté power in smaller and less
advanced countries. The German Social Dgmo-
crats, who were great scholars and important con-
tributors to the growth of Marxist political and
economic theory, were unfortunately corrupted by
the growth of opportunism in the European Social-
Democracy. They were able to discover the nature
of finance capital without realizing many of its
direct political implications, ;

Hilferding's book, Finance Capital, was one of
the most important contributions to the develop-
ment of economic research and theory in the field
of imperialism, as was the book entitled Imperial-
ism by the Englishman, Hobson.

In the spring of 1916, from his exile in Zurich,
Switzerland, Lenin was able to secure a copy pf
J. A. Hobson's book in spite of the difficulty in
obtaining French and English literature. In prepa-
ration for his pamphlet he read Hobson, Hilfer-
ding and collected numerous statistical evidences
from German periodicals which specialized in the
analysis of the German market, banking sysiem
and financial operations. He then proceeded, in 125

pages, to compress the findings of both Hilferding
and Hobson on the concentration of production and
monopolies, on the banks and their role in the new
finance capitalism, on finance capital and the finan-
cial dligarchy, on the export of capital, on the di-
vision of the world, and on the place of imperial-
ism in history.

LENIN'S GREAT STUDY

Lenin, naturally, used only that data which
was absolutely necessary to prove his thesis. He
was forced, considering the limited size of his pro-
jected booklet and the censorship imposed on him,
to leave out tremendous quantities of data which
he had available, In addition, he had no access to
other quantities of material because of the exi-
gencies of the war. Since then, however, this work
has been implemented by the last chapters of
Lewis Corey’s Decline of American Capitalism and
by other American economists who Wwere pro-
foundly influenced by the Marxist studies of the
role of finance eapital in international diplomacy,
conflict and war. .

Lenin’s book was destined, however, to play
a tragic and somewhat ironic part in the develop-
ment of recent Marxist politics. The primary con-
cern of Hilferding, Hobson and Kauisky as well
as of Lenin had been with capitalist imperialism,
the imperialism of monopoly capitalism, of the
great banking menopolies, of Great Britain, Ger-
many, Russia, Japan and the United States. This
iz properly the problem of present-day capitalism.
Lenin, however, never stated that imperialism was
peculiar to capitalisti society. In others of his writ-
ings, as well as in Imperialism, he stated that wars
dre proper to the economic system based on slavery
dtid on feudalism as well, that there were impe-
rialist wars on the basis of slavery. Lenin even
cited the war between Rome and Carthage as an
imperialist war on both sides. “Every war in which
both belligerent camps are fighting to oppress for-
eign countries or peoples and for the division of
the bootly, that is, over who shall oppress more and
who shall plunder more, must be called imperial-
istic.”
Y6 Wheén it is said of Imperialism that it created
a' division between the system preceding finance
capitalism and the epoch of modern imperialism,
what is meant is that the period of pre-monopolist
capitalism in Western Europe was characterized
predominantly by national wars. Anyone who con-
cludes from this, however, that in all the preced-
ing eras of history there were no imperialist wars
generally, would be guilty of a complete miscon-
ception of history and a grave wvulgarization of
Lenin on imperialism. It would mean that the “co-
lonial wars” which bear a great importance to the
wars of the imperialist epoch, had been completely
forgotten.

A NEW MODERN IMPERIALISM

In 1939 the modern world was startled by the
appearance, in the midst of the “normal” and “un-
derstandable” bloody imperialism of the Western
capitalist powers, of a throwback, a distorted ver-
sion of the long since dead societies in which Julius
Caesar, Alexander the Great and Charlemagne
had entrenched their power. Stalinist Russia en-
tered into a war of bureaucratic expansion, of sub-
jugation and oppression of other peoples. The Sta-
linist bureaucracy showed a decided interest, remi-
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As Far Back as 1906, Karl Liebknecht Wrote an Eloquent Socialist Warning Against Capitalist Militarism:

Modern Militarism Which *'Arms the People Against Itself . . .”

By SUSAN' GREEN

The number of employees of the
War and Navy Departments give a
measure of the growth of peacetime
militarism in this country. Army and
Navy desk workers in Washington
number 850,000, as against a mere
43,000 — one-twentieth— federal end-
ployees for all national housing and
federal works agencies.

We might say that the appoint-
ment of General Marshall as Secre-
tary of State strengthens the fusion

between American imperialism and '

jts indispensable mate, militarism,
though this latest appointment only
highlights- similar unions between

. imperialism and militarism. For gen-

erals fill ambassadorships and other
government posts.

So we see in the United States,
where such things just couldn’t hap-
pen, the colossus of militarism
gpreading its vicious tentacles.
Against the background of the living

" menace of militarism in the last

stronghold of capitalist democracy,

a reading of Karl Liebknecht’s little -

book entitled Militarism is instruc-
tive. This book is based on a revised
lecture delivered by Liebknecht at a
conference of young people in Ger-
many way back in 1906—for which

.

lecture, by the way, the author was
found guilty of treason and thrown
into prison. Though four decades
old and directed primarily against
German militarism which Liebknecht
fought tooth and nail all his life, the
lecture has that historic sweep and
penetration which puts it down as a

‘classic for study in understanding

capitalist militarism of any time and
any country. ;

“Militarism,” said Liebknecht, “is
not specifically a capitalistic institu-
tion. It is, on the contrary, an in-
stitution peculiar and. essential to
all societies divided in classes, of
which capitalist society is the last.
It is true that capitalism develops,
like every other society divided in

classes, a kind of militarism pe-

culiar to itself....”

Liebknecht pointed out that espe-
cially suited to the capitalist stage
of development, is the army based
on universal military service. Of
this Mr. Truman and others seem
well aware today. The most danger-
ous plan of the ruling class is to in-
doctrinate the youth in the spirit of
militarism. When President Truman
asked Congress for a universal mili-
tary training law, he revealed its
true purpose in his usual blundering,

niscent of the modern Westgrn monopolist banks,:
but also of the Eastern empire of Alexander, in the
o0il wells of the Western Ukraine, the copper and!
nickel mines of Finland, an interest in stocks of
manufactured commodities stacked in the ware-
houses of Poland, and an important interest in the
skilled and semi-skilled workers of the territories
occupied by Russian troops. And then, as if guided
by the whispers of the ghosts of the ancient Roman
military governors themselves, the Stalinist ré-
gime made plans for placing a million ruthless
Russian bureaucrats in the seats of power in the
occupied East-Polish terrifories.

As a result of this new Russian imperialism,
the people of Finland and Poland were pressured
into intensifying their bourgeois-patriotic feelings
instead of being taught to heighten their class-
consciousness; t.hey(weré driven into the political
aura of their own ruling class, even the more re-
actionary sections of it, instead of being brought
closer to the reveolution; they became more anti-
pathetic toward the principles, achievements and
defense of the Russian Revolution instead of be-
coming more sympathetic toward them; the partici-
pation of Stalinist Russia in the attacks against
Poland and Finlind retarded the interests of the
world socialist revolution and enormously strength-
ened the position of the modern bourgeois impe-
rialist powers.

Whole sections of the revolutionary movement
were bewildered by this new development in
world politics. Lenin's Imperialism, its analysis of

_finance capital in no way fitted the actions of

Stalinist Russia. The fault, however, lay not with
Lenin but with the literal and limited interpre-
tation of his pamphlet by the more bureaucratic
and conservative leaders of the socialist move-
ment.

Lenin, however, had an imaginative and pene-
trating mind which he exercised without the fear
that comes from long years of ignorant and bibli-
cal acceptance of doctrine. Having written Impe-
rialism for the purpose of getting past the censor,
Lenin, in his preface, advised his readers to substi-
tute Russia for Japan and Finland, Poland, the
Ukraine ete., for Korea:

Readers of Imperialism today would do well to
stretch their imaginations even more, to under-
stand that the investment of finance capital abroad
differs from the plundering of occupied countries
but that both forms of imperialism are possible,
and that the peculiar conjunction of events which
created bureaucratic collectivist Russia in the
midst of a capitalist world made it possible for
the modern form and the “sport” form of imperial-
ism to exist side by side.

Ldbor Action Book Service

Offers You a Wide Selection of Books
and Pamphlets by Lenin, Liebknecht,
Luxemburg and other great Marxist
teachers.

Write for Book List to:*

Labor Action Book Service
4 Court Sq., Long Island City 1, N. Y.

but blunt way. “I don’t like to think
of it s a universal military training
program. I want it to }Je a universal
training program, giving our young
people a background in disciplinary
appropch....”

So youth, at the impressionable
age of eighteen, is to be put under
the tutelage of army officers to be
trained “in the disciplinary ap-
proach”—and Liebknecht knew what
such an army is. Such an army, he
said, “constituted by the people, is
not an army of the people but an
army against the people, or becomes
increasingly converted into such a
one.”

Stressing further the anti-pecple’s
character of the so-called people’s
army, is this forceful passage: "This is
modern militarism, which attempts
nothing less than squaring the circle,
which arms the people against the
people itself: which, by trying with
all means to force upon social division
an - artificial division according to
ages, makes bold to turn the work-
man into an oppressor and an enemy,
into @ murderer of members of his
own class and his friends, of his par-
ents, sisters, brothers and children,
into @ murderer of his own past and
future; which pretends to be demo-

cratic and despotic, enlightened and
mechanical, ‘popular and anti-popular
at the same time."

In another section of the book,
Liebknecht's use of the phrase “Mili-
tarism for Abroad” strikes a most
familiar chord today. Who says that
American militarism today is to be
turned against the American people?
Doesn’t everyone understand that it
is strietly for “abroad,” to “defend
the nation,” and, above all, to pre-
vent another war? This lying argu-
ment of the ruling classes is as old
as Methuselah and was used by the
German junkers no less than by all
other imperialists.

The chapter on “Means and Ef-
fects” describing how Prusso-Ger-
man bureaucratic, feudal and capi-

- talist militarism built and main-

tained itself, reveals parallel meth-
ods employed right now in this coun-
try. The appeals to ambition and
vanity, the glorification of soldier-
ing, so-called special privileges, en-
ticements for re-enlistment, the mili-
tary disciplinary system, substitu-
tion of jingoism for thinking, loud
opposition to any progressive idea—
“Thus they attempt to tame men as
they tame animals. Thus the recruits
are drugged, confused, flattered,
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bribed, oppressed, imprisoned, pol-
ished and beaten; thus one grain is
added to the other and mixed and
kneaded to furnish the mortar for
the immense edifice of the army;
thus one stone is laid upon the other
in a well calculated fashion to form
a bulwark against the forces of sub-
version.” '

‘However, modern militarism—with
its two-fold function of preparing for
foreign war and also for suppressing
labor—is in a quandary. Liebknecht
posed the contradiction, more true
today with the complicated instru-
ments of war, than in his day. "The
two tasks of militarism, as will be
seen, do not at all harmonize always
in the department of military educa-
tion, but are often at cross-purposes.
That is not only true of training, but
also in regard to equipment. War
training demands ever more impera-
tively a continuously growing measure
of initiative on the part of the sol-
dier." Hdwever, on the home front,
"As'a 'watch-dog of capital' the sol-
dier does not require ‘any Initiative,
he is not even allowed to possess it.
... In short, war against the foreign
foe requires men; war against the
foe at home, slaves, machines.”

Aside from the indoetrination di-

rectly for the army, militarism in-
fluences the entire civilian popula-
tion in many ways, subtle and obvi-
ous. For instance, a_large military
establishment entails huge orders
from which private enterprise, in
many fields, derives boom business.
Around the military forms a special-
interest group whose pockets are
lined by it. These elements defend
the military réegime and spread prop-
aganda for it. Among the facts that
can be cited to underscore the spread
of militarism throughout Ameyican
life, is that more and more scfools
of higher learning depend for re-
search, in whole or in part, on Army
or Navy funds. Thus is cemented
the tie between militarism and edu-
cation, science, and so-called eulture.

Still, militarism is by no means an
unmitigated boon to capitalists,
though capitalism ecannot funection
without it. The expense of maintain-
ing the colossus worries' the mon-
archs of money. The military bud-
gets of 1906 were as mole hills com-
pared to the almost fifteen billions
proposed by Mr. Truman—a propo-
sal that forty per cent of peacetime
government expenditures be used for
war preparation. At the same 'time,
the capitalist politicians are under

ness, manifested in his constant insist-
ence on translating Marxist theory
into practice. With Lenin, Marxism
was above 'all a guide to action. For
the first time in history, conditions
had provided an atmosphere in which
Marx's “Capital” could have practi-
cal meaning in the daily lives of many
millions of people, and Lenin was im-
patient with all those who shrunk
from the necessary boldness to seize
this opportunity.

It is under the heading of thié.

quality of fearlessly drawing prac-

tical conclusions from theoretic be-
liefs that we must place Lenin’s role
in splitting the revolutionists away
from the Russian social democracy,
his immediate and firm anti-war po-
sition’in 1914, his call for proletarian
power in April, 1917, and, finally,
his struggle against opportunism
and the founding of the Communist
International.
L]

A few words should be said about
the “epigones” of Lenin, those of his
professed disciples who makei it a
practice to pervert and to falsify his
doctrines. These, of 'course, are
Stalin and his followers, whose sick-
ening adulatory excesses concerning
Lenin are equalled only by their de-
gradingly ludicrous self-praise.

Stalin's complete ideclogical alien-
ation from Leninism has again and
again been demonstrated by Trotsky
in his various writings; there can be
no common ground anywhere between
the spirit of totalitarian police terror
of the Stalin regime and the scrupu-
lcusly defended personal liberties, the
spirit of Socialist freedom, and the
democratic discussions under Lenin's
leadership in the Bolshevist party.
The "communism" of Stalin_bears the
same relationship to the communism
of Lenin as the "Democratic" des-
ignation of Bilbo bears to the real
spirit and practice of democrqey.

. .

There remains now the problem
of what Lenin can mean to our
struggle for socialism today. As I
have tried to indicate above, it would
be absurd to assume that the period
of Lenin is identical with the period
in which we live. But to say that we
do not today witness proletarian rev-
olutions, as in Lenin’s day, is not the
same as saying that such a period
will not ‘or cannot come again.

Lenin will always be one of the
greatest of the teachers of our move-
ment. #As long as capitalism remains,
his contributions to the theory and
practice of socialism will remain rel-

evant., But above and beyond that,"

his memory will remain for us a
symbnl of the heroic tradition of
which we are the legitimate heirs;
it will continue, above all, to be a
svmbol of the socialist future to-
ward which we strive.

KARL LIEBKNECHT

pressure to reduce the taxes paid by

_ capitalists. Quite a dilemma. Lieb-

knecht pointed out that much of the
financial burden is shifted to[those
least able to carry it, as witness the
twenty per cent pay-as-you-go tax
on wages taken out 8f every Ameri-
can worker’s pay envelope today.

In the everyday life of the, work-.

ers militarism spells unfair compe-
tition to their labor. In Liebknecht’s
day the junkers used “soldiers to
help with the harvest” just as they

were used in “free”™ America during

the war. The military in the shame-
ful role of scabs and strikebreakers
has gone with capitalist militarism
from its inception, As militarism
takes stronger hold of civilian life,
the custom will be more common in
this country. Furthermore, the mili-
tary spirit and methods "will be
turned against militant workers in
a revolutionary party who engage
in revolutionary action. In Lieb-
knecht’s words “To do away with
militarism or to weaken it as much
as possible is thus a question of vital
importance in waging the struggle
for political emanecipation. ...”

The struggle against ecapitalist
militarism is the working class
struggle against capitalism. itgelf,
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